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ABRIDGMENT 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS, 


FEOM   1789   TO   1856. 


FROM  QALES  AND  SEATOira  iSSiLS  OF  CONQBESS;  ISOU  THEIB 

BEQISISB  OF  DEBATES;  AND  FBOM  TBE  OFFICIAL 

BEFOBTED  DEBATES,  BT  JOHN  C.  B1VE& 


THE  ABTHOE  OP  THE  THntlT  TEABS'  VIEW. 


TOL  II. 


NEW  YOEK: 
D.    APPIETON    AND    OOMPANT, 

8M  AND  SIS  BBOADWAT. 
LONDON!   le  LITTLE  BRITAIN. 
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D.  APPLBTON  AND  COMPANT, 
lo  the  OaA's  Offioe  of  ^  Dirtriot  Court  Ca  Oia  SonllMm  Dlitrlot  of  Naw  Ynk. 
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FOURTH  C0NGRESS.-SEC0O  SESSION. 


BfiOUN   AT    THE   CITT  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  DSCEHBEB  S,    17»e. 


PEOCEEDINGS  IN -THE  SEKATE. 


VaxDA-T,  Deoember  S,  17S6. 


JoKB  ADAJiB,  Yic«  Frestdent  of  the  United 
GlitM,  and  FreBident  of  the  Senate. 

JoHK  LAKaDON  and  Sunna  Litsbkobb,  trot 
H«w  HuDpehire. 


t  not  b^R 
^a^foamed 


TmiUf  Bkadfobd,  from  Bhode  Island. 

JuoH  HiLLBocn  and  Ubuh  TUot,  from 
Cannecticat. 

Elulh  Pahix,  and  Luao  TiCREiroB,  from 
Tennont. 

JoHs  BirmutroBD  and  Riohaxd  Stooktoit, 
from  New  Jereej. 

WnLiAH  BmsBAM,  from  PennejlTSiiia. 

Heibt  Iutimek,  from  Delavare. 

HmiPHxsT  w^namiT^  from  Eentockf, 

WiuuH  OooKK,  from  Tenneaue. 

Jmn»  Bbu),  from  Sontb  Oaroliua. 

Juna  Gmnr,  from  Georpa. 

The  number  ot  Senston  present  not  b^| 
■nffldent  to  conetitnte  a  qoonun,  thi 
to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 

TnxsDAT,  Deoember  0, 

AuoASDiB  Vaxhm,  from  the  Stale  ot  Korth 
Carcdina,  and  'William  Blotiit,  from  the 
orTennMwe^Terklly  attended. 

The  Ykh  PBieiDKin;  CMnmimiaated  a  letter 
from  PiKios  BmiKB,  notJMng  the  resignation 
of  Ut  «e«t  in  the  Senate,  whf  oh  was  read. 

Tlie  ca«dentisl«  of  the  after-named  Senators 
were  eerendlj  read :— Of  Bbk^auht  Ooodhhe, 
•ppcnnted  a  Senator  by  the  St&te  of  Manaohn- 
ntU,  in  place  of  Gzoboi  Oabot,  resigned ;  of 
Isua  TKmxETOB,  4>poiDted  a  Senator  b;  the 
State  of  Vermont,  in  place  of  Moses  Robirson, 
ndgned ;  ofiuaa  EoiaorsK,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator br  the  State  of  Connecticnt  in  place  of  Ol- 
[TB  EiiUWOSTH,  whose  seat  is  become  vacant ; 
of  CauH  Tkact,  appointed  a  Senator  b;  the 
State  of  Comieotiont,  in  place  of  Jonaxhab 
Tbdmbvu,  rerigned;  of  Jobr  LxtnuKos,  ap- 
pcrinted  a  Bwator  I^  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
place  of  RjjTue  Kisa,  whoee  seat  is  become  va- 
cant; nf  Rnw*llP  HmnrwHr,  ^pp<dntad  >  flrnia^ 


tor  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  plaoe  of 
FsKOBsiOE  FssuseBoTscK,  resigned ;  also,  of 
WiLUAK  BtouKT  and  Willuu  Cooxx,  appoint- 
ed Senaton  bj  the  State  of  Tenneesee;— and, 
the  oath  required  by  law  being  reepeotively  ad- 
ministered to  them,  they  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

A  mesaage  from  the  House  of  BepredKntMavea 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  qaonun  of  the 
House  of  Bepreaentativea  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  boaineM. 

Ordtnd,  That  the  Secretary  widt  on  the 
Pkbsidkbt  ot  thb  TJirrrXD  Statss,  and  acquaint 
him  that  a  qnorun  of  the  Senate  u  assembled. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
Houae  of  Bepreeentativee  that  a  qaoram  cJ  the 
Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Bepresenta- 
tivea  informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  ap- 
pointed a  Joint  committee,  on  their  part,  to- 
gether with  such  committee  as  the  Senate  m^ 
appoint,  to  wait  on  the  Pkxbiiirht  of  tub  Unttbd 
States,  and  notify  him  that  a  qcomm  of  the 
two  Uooaee  is  assembled,  and  r^tdy  to  receive 
any  oommonioations  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

Snolved,  That  the  Senate  eononrln  the  above 
reeolution,  and  that  Messrs;  RkjU>  and  Liveb- 
icoKB  be  the  Joint  oomtnittee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
Honse  of  Itepresentatives  therewith. 

Ur.  Bead  reported,  from  the  Joint  committee 
appointed  for  that  porpose,  that  tiiey  had 
waited  on  the  TstBiDxmr  op  the  Ukitkd  SrATza, 
and  had  notified  him  that  a  aaormn  of  the  two 
Honsee  of  Oongreea  are  assembled,  and  that  the 
Pbesisent  op  the  United  States  acqnaioted 
the  committee  that  he  woold  meet  the  two 
HoQses  in  the  Bepresentativee'  Ohamber,  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WsnmsDAT,  Deoember  7. 
JoHir  Hebst,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  at- 
tended. 
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Ssun.] 

A  tnmirpr  from  tlie  Hoiue  of  RepreeentfttiTM 
'  informed  Uio  Senate  that  they  are  now  ready  to 
meet  the  Benate  In  the  Chamber  of  ttaatUonae, 
to  reodve  enoh  oommnnicittoiw  as  the  Fsxn- 
DBKT  or  TH>  UnrKD  Sune  ahnll  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

WberenpoD,  the  Senate  repaired  to  the  Ohaio- 
ber  of  the  Honse  of  SeprtaentatiTee,  for  the 
purpoN  above  eipreaeed. 

Ilie  Benate  retomed  to  their  own  Ohnmber, 
and  a  copy  of  the  Speech  of  the  PBmDiirr  or 
TEB  Uhiixd  Btatis,  thk  daj  addreeeed  to  both 
Hooaee  of  Oongrew^  was  read.  tFoT  which,  see 
tlie  prooeedinRB  in  the  Honae  of  liepreeeutatiTea 
of  I^cember  7,  pMt.] 

Ordertd,  That  MeaBra.  Bmao,  Tbaot,  and 
BixoBAii,  be  a  committee  to  report  the  draft 
of  an  Addreae  to  the  Prkudxht  or  thi  UnrxD 
STATn,  In  answer  to  his  Speech  this  da;  to  both 
Houses  of  Oongreas. 

It  was  further  ordered  that  the  Speech  of  the 
PKEatDDre  or  ths  UinnD  Suna,  this  day 
eommnnioated  to  both  Bousee,  be  printed  for 
the  nse  of  the  Senate. 

Sttohtd,  That  each  Senator  be  mpplied,  dur- 
ing the  present  aeedon,  with  oopiee  of  three 
■Qoh  newapapera  printed  In  an;  at  the  BUtee  as 
he  may  chooecy  provided  that  the  aame  are  fbr- 
nished  at  the  rate  of  the  osoal  annual  charge  for 
anchp^wi^ 

THumuT,  DeoembOT  8. 

Joes  Laubahoe,  troia  the  State  of  New  YoHc, 
attended,  and,  the  oath  reqnired  by  law  being 
administered  to  him,  he  took  hla  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Ordtrad,  That  ICewra.  Bntoxiox,  Smao,  and 
Bnroauc,  be  a  committee  to  Inquire  whether 
any,  and  wha^  regnlationi  are  proper  to  be 
made,  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  reeignadon  of  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States. 

TsmAT,  December  9. 

TimnaT  Bloocwortb,  tnaa  the  State  of 
Korth  Carolina,  attended. 

A  message  tnia  the  House  of  Sepreeenta- 
tivea  informed  the  Senate  that  they  uve  rft- 
Bolved  that  two  OhqiUns  be  ^pcdnted  to  Oon- 
neaa  for  the  present  seaaon-^ne  by  each 
HooB^— who  shall  interchange  weeUy ;  bi  wtdoh 
thw- derire  the  oonoorrenoe  of  the  Senate. 


ABRIDGMENT  07  THE 
AUrat  to  At  Frmiwt. 


tZtey  dewre 

Who^apon,  the  Senate 

SmieeL  That  they  do  ocmonr  therehi,  and 
that  the  Bight  Beverend  Bishop  Whux  be 
OhwlMn  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mt.  Read^  bata  the  eMomlttee  wpointed  fbr 
the  purpose,  reported  the  draft  of  an  Addreaa 
to  the  PnauasT  or  the  UiinxD  Scxm,  in  an- 
swer to  his  Speech  to  both  Hooses  of  Oongreas, 
at  the  opening  of  the  eeaaiixi ;  which  was  read. 

On  motion  that  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  it  paaeed  In  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  oonrider  th6  re- 
port in  par^raphi;  and,  after  debate,  a  motion 
was  made  lor  Ty^ywnm  i^mfm  ft^  which  passed  In 
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the  n^atlve ;  and,  haTing  agreed  to  amend  the 
report,  the  flirther  oonaidwaHon  thereof  was 
poe^Koied. 

Batubdat,  December  10. 

AddrmU  Ott  Pretidmt. 
The  Senate  reanmed  the  oonaldeiation  of  the 
report  of  the  ooromlttee  in  answer  to  the  Ad- 
drees  of  the  FBssnmrF  or  tbx  1Tinm>  SrAna 
to  both  Honaes  of  Oongreas ;  and,  after  farther 
amendmentc^  it  was  nnatdmously  adopted,  aa 

Ve  Oaak  tod.  At,  Ibr  yom  &Mi(bl  and  dettoled 
exptxate  at  Um  exiidi^  iltution  tt  ma  Doontiy ; 
■nd  wc  dnoeralj  joId  Id  wntlmmti  of  gratitade  to  in 
ovemUiig  PioVi&iee  tor  (lie  di>tiiigi£d>ed  ibaie  of 
pnblio  pntptt^  aitd  ptirata  bu«ii«t*  which  dta 
pe^le  oTtlM  Vidted  SuitM  m  pecollsrly  epjoy. 

We  are  fhlly  leniSiU  of  die  advaotagM  llut  hare 
rasnlted  fton  tha  adoptioa  at  nuanfe*  (whkh  yon 
hate  mBOMriMlT  canted  into  eftctj  to  pni»u»jpe»o«y 
cnltiTste  friciidchipy  and  prwnoto  attlUaatfaa,  amongrt 
the  fodian  tribei  on  tba  Wertemfrontlva;  ftcli^ 
of  hDUudtr,  asd  the  mart  acUd  poUtioal  IntonMa, 
squally  BDCoim^  dw  ecBtiimaaea  of  ttda  qrttom. 

Va  obwrre,  irith  ptearars,  diat  tlw  deHniy  ofdw 
mflitaiy  post*,  late^  oaenpled  by  the  Briddif  farae^ 
wiAlD  the  toiittoT  of  the  Uniltd  Statoa,  was  mads 
with  ootdiality  and  pncnpliloda,  u  woaa  al  drdm- 
■tBDCM  would  admit ;  and  that  the  other  provldDU 
<i  oni  tieatiai  witti  Qnat  Britoln  and  Spain,  that 
were  ctjjecli  of  enntiul  snangeioeat,  areabontbdng 
oamied  iUo  eflte^  with  anbte  haimony  and  goid 
(Uth. 

Hu  mpgtDnate  bnt  nna*tidaUt  dUBooldei  diat 
oppoMd  a  timely  eompUanoe  irith  iha  tenni  of  tha 
Algaiine  Trea^,  are  mndi  to  be  lamented ;  aa  Aiey 
may  oocaiian  a  temporaiy  Rupenrfan  of  the  advaif 
lagea  to  ha  dmtrsd  from  a  soOd  paaoa  wkh  that 
power,  and  a  peiftet  aaoaritf  ftian  ba  jndatory 
waifkm ;  at  die  Mma  Obm,  Aa  Ihaly  trnpcsMioiia 
that  aflbeted  the  pnUle  ndad  on  Oa  ledempUaD  of 
oar  o^TB  fUlow-dliMn*,  aObrd  the  moat  UaAUe 
IiM«ntiTe  to  oar  axeitiDiu  to  nmoTs  the  mnalning 


parfMiay  eolnoidawlth  yon  In  oi^dIod,  diat  the 

^__.anoe  of  our  commerce  dsmaodi  a  naval  Ifaraa 

toT  ft!  protectltm  agahut  torign  Innlt  and  depredfc 
tion,  and  onr  nliehoda  to  attain  diat  ot|)ect  will  be 
■Iwaya  pK^Mnliooate  to  Iti  magnitude. 

The  naoM^ty  of  aooelmattng  the  utabUihment  of 
oartaln  ueM  mmnflketniei,  by  the  fntenention  of 
the  Lej^^atha^  and  pnteMioo,  asd  the  anoooi- 
■nmoit  daa  to  uricnlton  by  die  crMliao  of  Boa)^ 
(oompondgrintAlgiDtindiTldnala,)  topatradia  tUa 
prlBWiy  pnniiit  at  aodaty,  an  mljecti  irtitoh  wID 
nafflr  engaga  our  moat  aartma  attendoo. 

AHatka^  Vidveid^  may  be  eonvsrted  to  the 
meat  aadhl  [NupoaM !  dw  Bdeooa  of  U^dadon  brii^ 
•0  fMfiiitlallj  dapendeot  on  tb«  endowments  at  tha 
mind,  the  potdloWenm  ntoM  reodve  eflboCoal  aid 
ftcon  the  gMeral  difRidaa  of  knowledge ;  and  the 
United  StatM  wDI  BMome  a  more  dignued  Madco 
amoDg  A«iiatlona(i'the«aidi,bythe  naousfid  onl- 
tlvadon  tf  dM  U^NT  brandiea  of  Utontoia. 

A  MOHaiy  Aeademy  mi^  be  Ufcewito  nndend 
aqnaSy  ImpMin&  To  aid  and  dinol  die  phydual 
ftroa  of  the  nadoB,  ty  obntebiw  a  mlUtaaj  qiMt, 
proper  aanaa  of  dhdpUna,  and  Inonloatfiv 
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DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


I,  1798.] 


[Sbutk 


t  to  the 
u  of  niblio  palioj.  Connected  with, 
id  bf  Rieii  an  eitebluhmant,  k  w«11  nga- 
kled  mlitu,  ottutitDtii^  the  natiuml  deftnoe  of  the 
emDti7,  mnM  prora  iha  moft  effi>ctail,  u  wall  u 
tMosmica^  praarratiTa  <^  peace. 

Ve  eaoDot  but  condder,  with  Mrion)  iq^ndian- 
riou,  dw  inadequate  compeniatlacu  of  the  pabUo 
oSotn,  MpDraal^  of  thoae  In  the  mora  Importact 
itatiaDA  It  ia  not  co^  •  vMatioa  of  the  aptrit  of  a 
poUe  cwitmcl,  bnt  ia  an  eril  ao  — ■— -=—  '-  "- 
MgmliaQ,  and  ao  JealiueltTO  ' 
Oat  we  tonat  it  will  leeeive  Um 
kcJTa  attBolJai. 

We  aiDcvirir  lamant  that,  lAiiat  Ae  aondnot  of  the 
Cmted  Satea  hai  bean  nnifbnolf  impraNcd  with  th« 
Acarttf  of  equitj,  modcnlioo,  and  lore  of  peaces 
B  tbe  mMiBtmanaa  of  all  tbeir  iivalEn  lelatioualiipa, 
oeitndB  ahoold  be  ao  haraaaed  }ty  Sie  amiMis  uid 
i^oitaaftlie  BepubUc  ofAanee,  throogboat  Aa  sx- 
Iman  dtfotmemta  of  (be  Weat  India*. 

miltt  we  an  oonfident  that  no  came  of 
ndab  that  ooold  aothorize  an  inlermptii 


in  it*  oonaeqi 
moat  pi^Dted 


Legia- 


ofiBnt^,  caDCoCed^by  the  futb  of  tieatdea,  w( 
IM  bat  azpraia  onr  daepeat  regret*  that  official 
mmiftiom  hare  been  mode  to  joa,  indicatiiig  a 
Bon  aaioin  dutnrbaoce  of  oar  COIDIBBR8.  Althtngh 
wecbniib  the  aipeetatiiKi  tbat  aaeoaeof  jaBt3oe,ud 
a  cooidFiatian  of  our  mntoal  iataresU,  will  moderate 
Aeir  coonoli,  we  are  not  onnundfut  of  the  liliistion 
ia  wUeb  erenia  may  place  na,  nor  unprepared  to 
adept  that  ijatem  of  condnct,  wMeh,  eompalibli 
with  Aa  dignity  of ■-'-' '— '' 


GommiBiit,  have  exparienoed  a  moat  rapid  aggran- 
dtnmat  and  proqieii^,  aa  well  political  aa  eoin- 

N  that  pTodooe  thii 
t  admowledge  the  axotJ- 
Inoe  of  dte  oooatHntioiiil  ayitem,  and  the  wiidom  of 
tte  Le^Jatliu  paoridona;  bpt  wa  ihoold  be  de- 
ficicat  m  ,  giBiitada  and  jnitice  did  wa  not  at- 
Idbota  a  peat  portloD  of  ^en  adrantagea  to  &g 
tirtae,  finwieai,  and  talent)  of  yoar  Admhiiatration 
— wUch  hare  been  oonspieninuly  diiplayad   '       ' 


I,  with  the  ainoereat  regret  that 
oDw  neaora  an  offidal  Dotifioatioii  of  TO)    ' 
toietire  fronlliepnblieemrioymentar  Toorgoontry. 

Whan  we  rei^ew  the  TailoD*  aeenes  of  7001  pablio 
Efe,  w  long  and  n  ineoenfiilly  deroted  to  the  moat 
artaoo*  aenteea^  etfil  and  militBrf,  aa  well  during 
the  atrag^M  of  Ute  American  Berolnticn,  aa  the 
eouiidMte  perioda  of  a  reoeot  date ;  we  cannot  look 
fcrwaid  to  Tonr  ratlremeut  widimt  our  warmeat 
afcctiona  and  moat  an^ona  ngarda  aocompan^ng 
no,  ^id  without  mingSng  with  our  Mlow-ddiena  at 
iHga  ia  dw  abeereet  wlabea  for  year  peiaonal  h^^- 
n«aa  OM  (MaiUli^  and  attaohmaBt  can  enreaa. 

The  meat  dbctnal  ooniolBtion  that  can  oflte  Ibr  Oe 
}am  we  an  ahottt  to  anatain,  aiiNs  from  the  anima- 
tiog  leAactkD,  tint  the  laSnnioe  of  your  example  will 
txUai  to  jcaiT  leoBwori,  and  the  United  Statei 
-■-  -'     1  to  eqoy  *<>  *hla,  tonight,  and  ener* 

JOHX  ADAHS, 


Ordered,  That  llie  ocmmtittoe  who  prepared 
the  AddrcM,  wait  on  tite  Fsbsidert  or  tbs 
TJkitkd  Statbs,  and  desire  him  to  acqaajiit  the 
Senate  at  what  lime  and  place  it  will  be  moat 
oonTemeat  for  him  that  it  ahonld  be  presented. 

Mr.  Rzui  reported  from  the  committee,  that 
they  bad  waited  on  the  PaMsmxsr  of  thb 
Unitzd  Statkcl  and  that  be  wonld  reoeire  the 
Address  of  the  Senate  on  Konday  next,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  at  bis  own  honse.    Wheranpon, 

ifNotcAJ;  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Monday 
next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  wait  on  the  I^iBiDEifT 
or  THx  TTHrrsD  States  accordingly. 

UovDAT,  December  13. 

Thbodobx  FoarxB,  from  the  State  of  Bbode 

Island;  John  Bbown,  from  the  State  of  Eep- 

tnoky ;  and  Heitbt  Tazewzll,  frcoi.  the  State  1^ 

Virginia,  aererally  attended. 

Addrem  to  ike  Preridmt. 

Agreeably  to  the  reeolotlon  of  tbe  10th  in- 
atanLthe  senate  waited  on  the  PsxaiiiBnT  or 
TUB  Ukited  Statm,  and  the  Viok  Pamiiiiin', 
in  tbeir  name,  presented  the  Address  then 
agreed  to. 

To  which  the  PmcaiDmi'  ratix  the  ibUowing 
reply: 

Gtxnxm:.-* :  It  aflbrda  ma  great  aatisfactioa  to 
find  in  yoar  Address  a  ooncurrence  in  aentiment  with 
me  on  the  variooa  topica  which  I  pntented  for  yoor 
informatiDn  and  deliberation;  and  that  the  latter  wSl 
frcan  yon  an  attention  proportioned  to  'iiuat 
ive  importance. 

...  the  notice  yo«  take  of  my  pnblic  aerrioet, 
dvil  and  military,  ud  yonr  kind  wlahea  for  tny  per~ 
Booa]  happineas,  I  Ixg  you  to  aeoept  my  cordial 
thanka,  ThoM  terrioen,  and  greater,  had  I  poueaaed 
abili^  to  render  tliem,  were  doe  to  the  miauimoof 
calle  1^  my  oonntiy,  and  ita  approbation  ia  my  abnn- 

Vhen  oontemplating  the  period  of  my  retirement,  I 
■aw  victtioiu  and  enlightened  men,  among  whom  I 
relied  on  the  dlaaemment  and  [ratriotiim  of  my 
fellow-dtiiena  to  make  the  proper  clunce  of  a  nocea- 
aOT ;  men  who  would  require  no  infloential  example 
to  ensiue  to  the  United  State*  "  an  able,  nprigbt,  and 
energetio  Admlniatradon."  To  ancb  man  I  ib^  cheer- 
folly  yield  the  palm  of  geolna  and  talents  to  aerre 
onr  conunon  oonirtiT ;  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  I  hope 
I  may  be  Indulged  m  eipreaaing  the  oonaoling  rafleo- 
tion,  (wldcb  oonaclonanea*  niggeata,)  and  to  bear  it 
with  ma  to  my  grara,  that  none  oao  aerre  it  with 
purer  Intantioaa  than  I  have  dona,  or  with  a  n 


Q.  VASmNOION. 

The  Senate  retained  to  thdr  own  Ohamber, 
and  then  a^joamed. 

WsDEmiDAT,  December  91. 
Thsodobx  SxnowTOK,  appointed  a  Senator  I^ 
the  State  of  MaasaohnsetU,  in  plaoe  of  Oalbb 
S^iofio,  resigned,  attended,  ^rodnoed  his  ere. 
dentiala,  and  the  oath  required  by  law  being 
administered  to  him,  he  took  hie  seat  in  the 
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Tuesday,  Deoember  27. 

Jomr  Eaoeb  Howixd,  appointed  a  Senator 
bf  the  Stat«  of  Uarjland,  in  place  of  Richasd 
PoTTB,  resigned,  produced  bia  credentiaJa,  &nd 
the  oath  required  li^law  being  administered,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

JosuH  Tattsall,  from  Qa  State  of  Oeor^a, 
attended. 

WEDSBSDA.Y,  December  28. 
Jakes  Ross,  &om  the  Stat«  of  Fenn^lvania, 
attended. 

Wedbebdat,  January  11, 1J9T. 
Joaa  TiNDTG,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended. 

l^maDAT,  Jannarr  13. 
Aaboh  Bcbr,  ftom  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  Ststbrs  Trouson  Uamit,  from  the  Stat« 
of  Virginia,  attended. 

Fbidat,  Jannar;  37. 
John  HunrBB,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
State  of  SoDth  Carolina,  in  place  of  Piuok 
Bdtlbe,  redgned,  attended,  produced  his  cre- 
denUals,  and  the  oath  Teqnired  by  law,  being 
administered  to  hiui,  he  took  his  seat  in  ttte 


THUsaDAT,  Febraary  3. 

Ur.  Sedowiox  reported,  from  the  Joint  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  on 
the  subject  of  the  election  of  Pbibident  and 
YioB  Pbesidknt,  that,  in  thdr  opinion,  tlie  fol- 
lowing resolution  ought  to  be  adopted,  viz  : 

"Tbu  Iha  two  Hodjm  ihall  MNubls  in  the 
Chamber  of  the  Home  of  RsprenntatiTes  on  Wediiei' 
dar  next,  at  twelve  o'clock ;  that  one  person  be  >p- 
pomted  a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  make  a 
hit  of  the  Totei  as  they  ihall  be  decUrad  i  That  the 
remit  (hall  be  delivered  to  the  Ptendaiit  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who  shell  aimoiiDoe  the  itele  of  the  rote  Bod  the 
peraooi  elected,  to  (be  tvo  Bouses  anembled  u  afbie- 
uid ;  which  ■bell  be  deemed  a  declsratioa  of  the  per- 
sons elected  President  and  Vloe  Fiesident,  and,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  joonials 
of  the  two  Houses." 

Wedsbsdat,  Febmary  8. 

A  mesHjigo  from  Ihe  Honse  of  Eepresenta- 
tives  infonned  the  Senate  that  thej  are  ready 
b>  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Chamber  of  that 
House,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee, to  attend  the  opening  and  ezaminingthe 
,  votes  of  the  Electors  for  Pbesidkht  and  Vice 
I^KBiDEirr  ov  ms  UsirxD  States,  as  the  con- 
stitution [ffOTidea. 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress  accordingly  as- 
sembled in  the  Bepresentatives'  Chamber,  and 
the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  sixteen  Slates 
were,  by  the  Vice  Pbesident,  opened  and  de- 
livered to  the  tellers,  appointed  for  the  purpose. 


who,  having  examined  and  ascertained  the  mun 
ber  of  Totea,  presented  a  list  thereof  to  the  Vicb 

PBEsmKNT,  which  was  read  as  follows ; 

For  John  Adwns,  71  votes ;  for  Thomas  Jeffb-son, 
68  ;  for  Thomas  Plnckney,  69  ;  for  Aaron  Bnir,  80 ; 
fbr  Samuel  Adams,  IG  ;  for  Oliver  lUliworth,  11 ;  Tat 
George  Clinton,  T ;  for  John  Jaj,  £  ;  for  James  Ire- 
dell 2  ;  Tta  Geoise  Wsshington,  2 ;  fbr  John  Henry, 
2 ,'  for  Samuel  Jbhnaoo,  2 1  fbr  Charles  Coleswoitb 
Pinoknej,  1 ; 

Whereupon  the  Vice  PBsnDENT  addreteed 
the  two  HoOMs  of  Congrees  as  foUows : 

In  obedience  to  the  Conitjtotion  end  lav  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  commands  of  both  Honses 
of  Congieo,  eipressed  in  their  resolution  passed  In 
the  present  session,  I  now  declnie  that 

John  Ada>s  ii  elected  I^esident  oT  tbe  United 
Statai,  for  four  years,  to  oommenoe  with  the  fourth 
diy  of  Hsich  next ;  and  that 

Thokas  JiFFEasoH  ig  elected  Tioe  Preiddent  of  the 
United  States,  for  four  yesrg,  to  commence  with  the 
fourth  day  of  March  nexL  And  may  the  Sovereign 
of  tbe  Universe,  the  ordainsr  of  dnl  goTemment  on 
earth,  for  the  preservatiDn  of  liberty,  Jnstioe,  and 
.peace  among  men,  enable  both  to  diacfaarge  the 
dudei  of  these  offices  conformably  to  the  Cooilitu- 
tiou  of  the  United  Ststes,  with  couscientioua  diligence, 
ptmctnali^,  and  persavsranee. 

The  Vice  Pbebident  then  d^vered  the  votw 
of  the  Electors  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
the  two  Qonses  of  Congress  separated,  and  the 
Senate  returned  to  their  own  Chamber,  and 
soon  after  a^i'^oni^ 


THcaaoAT,  Febniary  9. 
The  TioE  President  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  following  communication ; 

Gemdtmato/aeStamt: 

In  oonseqaSnce  t^  the  dedaiation  made  yesterday 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  cf 
the  election  of  a  President  and  'Vice  Freeident  of  die 
United  States,  tbe  record  of  which  has  joat  now  been 
read  fi™n  your  jonmal  by  your  Secntaiy,  I  have 
judged  it  proper  to  give  notice  that,  oa  the  4th  of 
March  next  at  12  o'clock  I  propoas,  to  alteud  again 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  Hduhi  of  Kepreientatiyes,  in 
order  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Conetitntioa 
of  the  Udted  States  to  be  taken  by  the  Freaidenli 
to  be  administered  by  the  Chief  Justice  or  such 
other  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court'of  the  United 
States  aa  can  most  coDTenientlj  attend ;  and,  in  case 
none  of  those  Jndgei  can  stteod,  by  the  Judge  of  the 
Dlatriat  of  Psnnq'lvama,  b^oie  such  Senatora  and 
BepreaentatiTes  d"  the  United  Slates  as  may  find 
ft  otHivenlent  to  htmar  the  transaction  with  their 
presence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  carry  on  attested 
copy  of  this  commnnicatioii  to  the  Hotue  of 
ReprMentatJves. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sbdowick,  Tazbwiu, 
and  Read,  be  a  joint  committee,  with  saoh 
committee  as  may  oe  appointed-on  tbe  part  of 
the  House  of  BepresentativeB,  to  consider 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  measores  onght 
to  be  adopted  for  the  further  aooommodation  of 
the  Pbesuiekt  of  tse  Ukites  Suna,  for  ths 
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tarn  ooDuaeDdng  od  Uie  4th  day  of  Uarch 
next 

Ordertd,  That  the  Secretory  desire  tiio  con- 
durenoe  of  the  Hoose  of  Representativea  in  the 
tppointmeDt  of  a  joint  aommitlee  on  thw  put. 

A  mesBage  from  the  Honae  of  BeprsMntativea 
in^raed  the  Senate  that  they  have  agreed  to 
the  report  of  the  joint  aommitt«e  appointed  to 
Moertun  and  report  a  mode  of  examiniug  the 
Yotee  for  Pkwdkett  and  Vica  Fiaeaairf  of 
mi  TTiimD  Stath,  and  of  notifying  the  persona 
elected  of  flieh-  election. 

Mr,  Bedoitiox,  from  the.  jdnt  committee  to 
whom  it  y/aa  referred  to  Join  snch  cominittee  as 
mi^t  be  ^pointed  by  the  House  of  Repreeen- 
Utivea  to  oscert^  and  report  a  mode  of  ex- 
■Kuniiig  the  votes  for  PsBsmrar  and  Yioi 
PaEBDEXT  or  TBK  TJirrrn  Siatzs,  end  of  no- 
ti^ri»8  t'lo  persons  elected  of  their  election, 
reported  that,  having  farther  c-nonrred  with 
the  eomaiittee  appointed  by  the  Eonse  of  Rep- 
tewDtativee,  that,  in  th^  (q>lnioD,  the  fbllov- 
tng  rceolaaoD  ought  to  he  adopted  by  the 
floate: 

"  Xaotttd,  That  the  Secrstaiy  of  the  Sei»ta  'be 
SreeCad  to  ^t«,  by  letter,  to  the  Tioa  Pre^dent 
dect,  a  nod&catioQ  of  his  eleation.'* 

On  motion,  it  waa  agreed  to  inaert  the  Fsm- 
MST  of  the  Senate  mt«ad  of  the  Secretary; 
■nd. 

On  motion^  it  wae  agreed  to  reoonaider  the 
rsMdnlion,  and  to  reoonunit  the  report  from  the 
}(dnt  ocHnmittee. . 

Mr.  Bedowidx  reported,  fivm  the  Joint  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  that  the  oommittw  on 


StteUtd,  That  the  Senate  dtaagree  to  the  re- 
port of  the  j<^t  oommittee  on  the  mode  of 
notifying  the  Vicx  PnasroKErr  elect  of  hia  eleo- 
tion ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  with  ench  oom- 
mittee aa  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Eonse  of  Reprteentativee,  on  the  report  of  the 
Mnt  committee  above  mentioned;  and  that 
Ikssrs.  Sedowioe,  Laoxanoi  and  Riad,  be  the 
nunagets  at  the  oonfereoce  on  the  part  of  Hie 
Sotate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representativea  therewith. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

"SaoUid,  That  tlie  StaMtry  of  tbe  Senate  it 
£iMcd,  sDd  he  i«  hereby  direoted,  to  luj  before  the 
Fmndenl  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  the  journal 
if  jeMrdaf,  leUtlTB  to  the  openiag  end  counting 
•fntea.ror  Preiident  and  Vice  Pre»ident  of  the 
CmMd  State*,  and  the  declaration  of  tbe  Pn^dent 
of  the  Senate  flteceon  ;  and,  alio,  to  preieiit  to  Uie 
heridnt  (f  the  United  Stales  a  copy  of  the  notiSca- 
tion  given  by  the  President  elect  <*  the  time,  piece, 
nd  BuuNT,  of  qnaliiying  to  execute  the  duties  of 


FaiDaT,  Febmary  10. 

The  Benate  teenmed  the  ooorideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senat«  wait  on  the  Pbbsibkst  or  na 
Umtbd  Statkb,  and  notify  him  of  the  election 
of  Pkesidekt  and  Yiob  Fbbbidbrt  of  tub 
UNTrEi)  States,  to  commenoe  with  the  4th  day 
of  March  neiL 

On  motion,  to  insert  "  a  committee  "  in  place 
of  "the  Secretary,"  it  passed  in  the  n^ative. 
And  the  motion  bwig  amended,  was  adopted  aa 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
lay  before  the  PnasiDaHT  OF  THK  UnmD  Statxb 
a  copy  of  the  jommal  of  the  Bth  inatant,  relative 
to  the  opening  and  conntisg  the  votes  for  Pnssi- 
DENT  and  VicB  PHwrMNT  of  thk  UsrntD 
States,  and  the  declaration  of  the  Presideht 
of  tbe  Senate  conseqnent  thereon ;  and,  also  a 
copy  of  the  notification  ^ven  by  the  Psxsident 
elect  of  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  qnalify- 
ing  to  execnte  the  datiea  of  his  office. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepreeenta- 
tives  inform ed  the  Senatethat  they  agree  to  the 
report  of  the  Joint  committee  appointed  by  the 
two  Hooses  to  confer  on  a  proper  mode  of  notify- 
ing the  Vice  Fkesidest  elect  of  his  election. 

Mr.  SiDowioK,  from  the  committee  of  oonfer- 
enoe  above  mentioned,  reported  that  the  follow- 
ing  resolntion  BhonJd  be  adopted  by  the  Honse 
of  Rep^eentatives ; 

Saolvei,  Tliat  the  notification  of  the  election  ot 


On  motion,  that  it  be 

"  JUtolved,  That  the  Prendant  of  the  Umled  SlalM 
be  re^iiMted  to  oommimlcate  (in  sooh  manner  u  he 
shall  jndgfl  most  pnmer)  to  the  panon  dented  Vice 
Ptetident  of  the  Uiutsd  Stales,  for  the  tann  of  four 
jean,  to  commeiwe  4th  day  of  March  oex^  infbmia- 
tionaf  hi*  said  election ;  ' 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

{7n2er«^That  the  resolntion  this  day  agreed 
to  by  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  relative  to 
the  notificBtioQ  of  the  election  of  the.Vioi 
Pbzsidbnt  elect,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mason, 
EiLtsoueK,  and  Sedowioe,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Mabon  reported,  from  the  ownmlttee  laat 
appoint«d;  and,  the  report  being  read,  was 
amended  and  adopted  as  follows : 

Setohed,  That  the  Pbesioest  of  ths  UNrniD 
States  be  reqnested  to  cause  to  be  trsnMnitted 
to  Thomas  Jbffbrbom,  Esq.,  of  Virpnia,  Vioi 
PsEstDENT  elect  of  tbe  United  States,  notifica- 
tion of  hig  election  to  that  office ;  and  that  the 
PsESiDXirr  of  the  Senate  do  make  ont  and 
sign  a  certificate  in  the  words  following: 

Be  It  Lnoirn,  that  tbe  Senate  and  Honse  oTBepre- 
sentatives  of  the  United  St&tes  of  America,  being 
convened  in  the  ci^  of  Philadelplua,  on  tlie  second 
Wednejday  in  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
tboosand  seren  hundred  and  nine^-MTen,  the  nndar- 
written  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and 
Piaaident  of  the  Senete  did,  in  the  presence  of  the 
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Mid  SenU*  kill  Room  of  StprtmiUlivea,  q>aa  ill 
th«  MrtlficBtei  and  count  mil  dM  Totn  of  tfae  Elector* 
fi>  k  P(«tid«nt  and  for  ■  'nee  Present ;  b^  irblch 
It  Kppaan  that  Thona*  3%rwMa»as,  EiqniiA  "U  dulj 
elaiMd,  agieeabl;  to  IliB  ooiutitatiaa,  ^^m  Freridant 
of  the  Uiut«d  SMtea  of  America, 

"luiritQeu  wbereor,  Ihavs  hereanto  Mt  my  hand 
snd  Mai,  tMi  lOtb  day  of  Febnuuy,  1797." 

Ordwtd,  Tbftt  tbe  Secretory  lay  this  reeoln- 
(jon    before   the  Fbbudekt  or  thi   Uniixd 

HoND^T,  February  18, 
On  reqoeat,  the  Yioi  pREsroEar  wu  exonsed 
from  ftarther  atteadanoe  in  the  Beoate  alter 
■ffedneeday  nert. 

Wkdsxbdat,  FebmaiT  16. 
WitMraaal  of  the  Viof-Frerident,  {now  Frui- 

dmt  eleU  Iff  tht  United  Statti,)  and  hit  Valt- 

diototyta  the  3tnate. 

After  tlie  ooDDderation  of  the  Executive  host- 
neas,  a  tDOtion  was  made  that  the  Senate  now 
adjourn;  when  the  Viob-Fbssidkht  addressed 
themasfbUowe: 
OtfUmtn  of  He  Smata : 

If,  in  the  general  qipnhenrfon  of  an  Intention  to 
retire  in  Aat  most  eminent  dllten,  to  wlioni  all  eyet 
lud  been  diractad,  and  all  hearta  sttnoted,  aa  the 
ceotre  i^  our  Union,  for  «o  low  a  period,  the  jnUIo 
opinion  had  exhibhed  any  eleet  indteation  of  aiwdwr, 
in  whom  OUT  relknr-dtinna  ooold  have  generally 
■  aaon  m  I  teed  that  exoeUant  AddreM^ 


ample  of  a  character  with  wUoh  I  have  oo-operated, 
thoiigh  in  leu  oonB[doiwea  and  hnprntant  etaUotu^ 
■nd  maintained  an  tmlntetii^ted  MMdihip  lot ' 
and  twenty  yean     Bli^  ea  a  n  * 

appeared  to  itandin  the  general 
■      ■  "arrtdifflot 


9  tender  it  diflkndt  to  aojffeetnre  « 


'  tioD  in  Thiah  I  itood  to  the  people  of  America,  I 
thon^t  it  molt  reapeotfld  to  them,  and  mMt  eoDdn- 
dve  to  the  tranqiulU^  of  the  pnblio  mind,  to  redgn 
myself,  nith  othen,  a  dlent  qtectator  of  the  genend 
deliberatttai,  end  a  pauiTe  eabjeot  of  poblio  diioiu- 

Deeply  penatietBd  with  gntitnde  to  my  ooontry- 
men  in  general,  for  thdr  Icmg  oontiuned  kindneu  to 
me,  and  for  that  Needy  and  sfRietiag  confidenoe,  with 
wbkh  thoieerbo  have  moat  latimotaly  known  me, 
frtaa  early  life,  have,  on  ao  many  great  oeoanona,  in- 
tnuted  tometheeoreof  thelrdeareit  inteieeta;  aince 
a  mqori^  of  thdr  EHecton,  tliongh  a  very  m^  one, 
have  detured  In  my  favor,  and  ajnee.  In  a  Bepoblicoo 
Qoremment,  the  m^ori^,  thoo^di  erar  ao  amall,  moat 
of  neceuity  dadde,  I  have  datennhwd,  at  eveiy 
haiard  of  a  high  but  jolt  le^oo^Ili^,  though  with 
mnch  anxie^  and  diSdenoe,  once  mM^  to  engage  In 
their  aervice.  Their  conGdenoe,  vUch  baa  been  the 
chief  conaolation  of  my  UA,  ie  too  meoiODa  and  aacred 
a  depoaft  ever  to  be  coniidered  lightly ;  aa  It  boa  been 
fbonded  only  oo  die  qnalitiea  of  the  heart,  it  never 
bae  been,  it  never  oan  be,  deodved,  betrayed,  or  fbr- 
luted  by  me. 

It  ia  with  rebKtaaoe,  and  with  aE  thoae  emotiona 
«f  graiitode  end  afliwnon,  which  a  long  experience 
of  yooi  goodneiB  o^it  to  in^in^  that  Idowi  ''" 


firom  myaeat  in  thlaHoDaa^oad  takemy  baveof  the 
membera  cS  the  Senate. 

I  onght  not  to  declare,  tbr  the  laat  lime,  yonr  ad- 
joujnment,  before  I  have  preaented  to  ovaiy  Senator 
pregent,  and  to  every  dliien  who  hee  ever  bean  a 
Senator  of  tbe  United  Btatei,  iqy  thanka,fbrtbeoan- 
dor  and  tkvor  Invariably  received  &om  them  alL  It 
ia  a  TecollecttoD  of  which  nothing  can  ever  dei>ivo 
me,  and  it  will  be  eeomoeof  oomfoitlomisthnNigJt 
the  reuainder  ef  my  lib,  that  a%  eai  the  one  ii«n^, 
in  a  govemmtait  ooMtltuted  like  oai%  I  have  fir 
eight  year*  held  tte  eeooaid  dtoatkn  under  the  Coe- 
aiTtaKon  of  the  United  Statee,  In  peiftct  end  muntei- 
netted  haimoi^  with  Ae  fliit,  inthoat  envy  In  one, 
or  jealonay  In  the  other ;  ao,  on  the  other  band,  I 
have  never  had  the  nnaQeet  mieondantan^ng  with 
any  member  of  tbe  Sffiiata.  In  all  the  abetmae  qnea- 
tknia,  difBonlt  conjectnieii  daogeiona  emeigeticle^ 
and  anlmateddebatecjupcnttiegreat  intereatecf  oar 
comitiy,  which  have  *c  ."tec  uid  ao  deeply  Impreend 
all  oar  mlnda,  and  Interemd  dw  atnaigeat  feeling! 
of  the  heart,  I  have  «ip«rienoed  a  onifonn  pcUteneM 
and  reject  hanereiyqQBiterefdiB  Honae.  Whoi 
qneeliona  of  no  Ibbb  importanoe  than  difficulty  hare 
produced  a  di&reiwe  of  nntitnenti  (and  dUbenoe  of 
opinion  will  ^way*  be  foond  In  free  eaMmbliea  of 
men,  and  probably  die  greoUat  diverridea  npon  die 
gnataat  qoeation^)  when  die  Senator*  have  been 
eqna]^  divided,  *M  mj  a|dnieo  hae  been  demanded 
aeooiAng  to  the  oonedtatlon,  I  have  eonatantly  fbnnd, 
in  that  mde^  of  the  Senator*  from  wlieae  jad^pnant 
I  have  been  obUgel  to  diaeeat,  a  dl^odtioo  to  allow 
me  die  «une  freedeu  of  dellberatirai,  and  indapea- 
denoe  of  judgment  whiob  thoy  aaaerted  for  dwm- 


hono'  to  ai^  Senate  in  ai^ 

raSbrd  a  ooaiaidatmj  hope,  ^  the  Laejalatore*  of 
Slate*  are  eqtully  eareftil  fn  didr  fiitere  eeIeo> 
tione,  vdikb  then  ia  no  leeaon  to  diatnu^)  diat  no 

the  Lef^aletnre,  wiD  be  neaeaaary,  to  defend  die  t^^ 
libertiei^  and  |(opertiee  of  the  peo^  and  to  protect 
the  Ccsutitatio&  of  the  United  Stateai  aa  well  aa  the 

i^lnat  errors  of  jodpnent,  tnmlaritiea  of  the  p*e> 

more  icorehenaible  eateipriae,  in  die  Executive  cai 
one  hand,  or  the  more  Imtnediata  vwpnaf  uteliTtit  of 
Ihepecpla  on  the  odier. 

Ilieae  eondderationa  will  all  oonlidre  to  animate 
me  in  my  fbtnte  oonrae,  with  a  ot^dent  teUanoc^ 
that  aa  far  aa  my  ooDdnot  ahall  be  miformly  meae. 
mad  by  the  Cooodtadoai  of  die  United  Stataa,  and 
fudifdUy  diteoted  to  Oe  pnbUo  good,  I  ihall  be  ai^- 
ported  by  the  Senate,  aa  weU  aa  by  the  Bonae  of  B^ 
reaeDtative^  and  the  people  et large !  andonnoodwr 
conditione  onght  any  eapport  at  dl  to  be  expected  ta 

With  oordial  wlahei  for  yoor  hoocr,  health,  and 
happineu,  and  fervent  prayen  for  a  continttatioi  of 
the  virtue^  hlMrdea,  pio^rity,  and  peace,  of  out 
beloved  coiintiy,  I  avail  myeelf  of  yonr  leave  «f 
absence  tot  the  remainder  of  die  aaaiaa. 

TKDBnia.T,  Febmarjr  16. 
The  Vioa-Ps»iDERT  being  aboent,  the  Sonata 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  F 
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DEBATSS  OF  0ONGBE98. 


IfK*,  M  the  oMwIitolicm  pn>vide<,  and  the 
boBonUe  TniUK  BnoHAii  was  dnl^  elected. 
Orierti,  That  the  Becretary  wdt  on  the 
FnaiDER  OT  TRX  nnrxD  Bt^tu.  aad  Dotifj 
him  tt  the  eleotioii  of  the  Eoaorable  'Vnuui 
Ks^Lui,  to  he  PBKSiDEar  of  the  Senate  pro 
tnmrc 

Onbnd;  Hul  the  Secretary  notl^  the  Hooae 
it  RepnaentatiTeB  of  this  eleotion. 
On  motion, 

Oriend,  That  Uetfn.  Sedowiok,  Bcxb,  aod 
TkAOT,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report 
th*  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  Addreas  dft- 
ETered  jesterda;  to  the  Beoate,  by  the  Yioi 
"- rrflbe  United  States. 


TtsBDAT,  Febniaiy  SI. 

Tbe  Un  to  acocaomodate  the  Fsl 
r«d  the  third  time;  and,  branKftirther  amended. 

On  motion  that  it  be  Sttokei,  That  this  Mil 
poia,  it  was  decided  in  the  afflrmatiTe — yeai  28, 
oajiS.  MfuUowa: 

Tua— Mann.  Btngfaam,  BtoodiTatth,  Blmnt, 
Bwdfad,  Bimm,  FoMer,  Qoodlme,  Qoim,  Heoiy, 
■  Bnihnue,  HowRid,  Langdon,  Latitaer,  Lanranee, 
.  liiuuurc,  Muihall,  UaTtfn,  Fun,  Read,  Roai, 
BBOoftrd,  Sedgwick,  Stakton,  Tattoal],  Taawell, 
TkhcDcv,  Tncy,  and  Vlnjug. 

Kin.— Ham.  Cw^,  Htmtar,  and  Uaaoo. 

So  it  was  Baobed,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it 
becDgroeud;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An 
Mt  to  aocommodate  the  PBiaiDxin," 

Hr.  SaoswicK  reported  from  ihe  committee 
ippdnted  for  the   pnrpoee,  the   dntft  of  an 
mswer  to  the  Addren  of  the  Viok  Psebdest 
rf  the  tJoited  States,  on  his  retiring  from 
Smste;  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  that  tt  be  printed  fbr  the  nse  of 
the  Senate,  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration, 

Wbdkxsdax,  Febroary  39. 

The  Senate  bxA  into  condderation  the  report 
rf  the  committee,  in  answer  to  the  Addren  of 
iba  Vks  FrauDKHT  of  the  UMted  8t^ 
Us  retiring  from  the  Senate. 

On  motion  to  recommit  the  report,  it  passed 
in  the  negative :  and  the  report  being  amended, 
n>  adopted,  as  follows : 

Su:  The  Smata  of  the  United  State*  would  be 
opHt  la  their  own  raalingi,  and  defldart  la  Iha  per- 
(niaooa  of  a  dn^  their  relatioti  to  the  GmenuDent 
<f  dwir  cuiutiT  impoM^  ihoold  tbajr  fail  to  eiprau 
Ibrir  nguA  ir  jour  peiMD,  kA  thur  raqaot  Ar 
jvat  dianctor,  in  uuwer  to  the  AddnM  too  pn- 
Kntad  to  tbem,  on  jtmz  leaving  a  itation  whiah  jon 
hit*  m>  long  and  m  boncnblj  filled  ai  theii  FtmI- 
dent. 

Hm  motlTM  yoa  hare  been  pleiMd  to  ditdoM 
vbich  iodiKed  j<n  not  to  withdraw  fmn  the  pnUio 
•enioe.  ml  ■  flow  when  jirar  experleim^  talenti, 
I,  wei«  pecoUnrlf  deilrable. 


When  JOB  rednd  frnu  your  ilig«ifl*rj  tt»i  in  thU 


Honie,  and  tool:  jonr  kava  ef  the  nMOibeM  of  the 
Senate,  we  felt  aU  tboae  esiotiona  of  gratltode  and 
afllMtioD,  which  onr  knowledge  and  eiperianee  cif 
abiUtlei  and  mdeiriating  ImpaitiBll^  ODght  to 

,  re ;  and  we  riionld,  with  plumhl  rehietaiioe,  en- 
ditre  tha  lepantion,  bat  lot  the  oont^ng  n&M^on, 
diat  the  lami  qnalities  which  bate  mndend  jm  lue- 
lol,  aa  the  Preudent  of  thia  branch  of  the  Lagislatnie^ 
will  enable  70a  to  be  Mill  mora  ta,  in  the  exalted 
■tation  to  which  70a  have  been  caDed. 

FrctD  yon,  rir,  in  whom  jonr  ocnntiy  hare  for  a 
^tmg  paiod  placed  a  rteadj  confidence,  whidi  has 
ncTCT  bean  betrajed  or  fbrieited,  and  to  whom  tbajr 
have  on  to  minj  oocadoni  intniitod  the  care  of  their 
deaiett  intereita,  which  have  never  been  abued ; 
fnxn  70D,  who,  holding  the  aecond  ^tnation  imdar 
the  Conridtiftion  of  lbs  United  Staler  have  lived  In 
nnlnteiTapted  hermoDj  with  him  who  baa  held  the 
fit«t;  &om7oii  we  leoeire,  irith  much  latisfaBtien, 
the  declaration  which  70D  an  pleued  to  make  of  the 
opinion  yoo  entartun  of  the  ohanoter  of  the  preiant 
Senalora,  and  of  that  of  thon  cltiieni  who  bare  been 
heretofore  Senators.  Tbia  declaration,  wen  otbir 
molivei  wanting,  wonU  afibrd  tbetn  an  incentive  to 
avirtoonapemvennee  In  die  line  of  ocodnct  which 
baa  been  honored  wHh  your  qqirobatioa. 

In  jota  intnre  eonrM,  we  eotcctadn  no  donbt  that 
Tonr  otEdal  ooodoot  will  be  meaanred  bjr  the  ooDiti- 
tntion,  and  directed  to  tbe  |niblie  good  ;  jod  have, 
theralora,  a  right  to  entartam  a  oonfldent  reliano^ 
that  Ton  will  ^  lapported,  ai  well  bj  the  people  at 
laiga  ai  b;  thtdr  conatitnted  antfaorithe. 

We  ttndiallr  redpocate  the  wUiea  irtdeh  yoQ  e»- 
pwaa  fyt  our  hooor,  health,  and  happineaa ;  we  jna 
with  ^onn  onr  ftrrent  pr»en  for  Ae  oonttunaticB  fli 
the  nrtnea  and  libartias  of  our  foDow-cidnni,  &ir  the 
pnblio  pro^eri^  and  peace ;  andf<C7irawein)d«a 
tbe  beat  reward  of  virtoona  deeda— the  gratefnl  ap- 
probation of  jonr  GonititDenIi,  and  we  amUei  ol 

WILLIAM  BINGEAia, 
iViMfaaf  q/' {*«  Awtto  pro  asiywn. 

Ordered,  That  the  comnuttee  who  drafted 
the  Address  wut  on  tbe  Yiox  Psxsmmn,  with 
the  Answer  of  the  Senate. 

TBtiB8na.T,  FebmarySS. 
Mr.  Sedowiok  repcn-ted,  from  the  committee^ 
that,  Bgrcoabl?  to  order,  thej  had  wuted  on 
the  VioB  PsisiDEnT  or  thx  UiniKS  Snkrtt^ 
with  the  answer  to  his  Address,  on  retiring  from 
the  Senate — to  which  the  Vice  Fbbsisent  wa> 
pleased'to  moke  the  following  Keplj : 


character  in  pnblic  affain,  high  atationi  in  the  Qor- 
emment  of  their  ocnnbr,  and  gnat  oonaideratlon,  In 
their  aerenl  Sute^  a*  Senaton  of  the  United  StMei^ 
will  do  me  great  himor,  and  aSbid  me  a  firm  ai^ipoi^ 
wherever  It  aball  be  knowi^  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Their  generoDi  aj^mbatioo  of  aj  oondnot,  in  gan- 
raal,  and  liberal  teatimonT  to  the  nndavlating  impai-. 
dalitj  of  it,  In  my  peoohar  relation  to  their  body,  a 
diaraetet  which.  In  eveiy  toene  and  employnant  of 
life,  I  ihonid  wiah  above  all  othen  to  cnltivate  and 
merit,  baa  a  tendoDCj  to  eoften  aqieriliet,  and  coaoU 
llate  anlmontiei,  wherever  anch  maj  nnbappHy  eiirt  ; 
an  elEbct  at  all  timei  to  be  daairad,  and  m  tbe  juesuit 
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ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


[Muws,  1T»T 


■itaation  of  oar  oomitrj,  irdenttj  to  ba  pTomoted  b; 


*llKO0d  I 


WEDBxaoAT,  March  1. 
Exteutite  Veto  on  the  Army  JBUL 
The  Pbebidbiit  of  thb  UiirrFi)  States  hning 
stated  bis  objections  to  the  biU,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  aJter  and  amend  an  act,  entitled '  an  iict 
to  ascertsia  and  fix  the  Hilit^y  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,'  *'  the  Hoose  of  Hepresenta- 
tiTes  proceeded  to  consider  the  objections  to  the 
said  bill,  and  have  resolved  that  It  do  not  pass. 


SPECIAL  SESSION. 

Saitsdat,  Uarch  4.  t 

InttaUation  of  Thomai  Jfffenon  a*  Vice  Preti- 
dmt  of  the  United  StaU*  and  Preeident  of 
the  Seriate,  and  inauguration  of  John  Adam* 
a*  Preiidwt  of  the  United  SlaUt. 

Tb'Oa  Vice  Fraiilmt  and  Smaton  of 

bU  UnHed  Stata  rttpKHtttg  ■■    - 

Sik:  It  (ippcaiing  to  be  proper  that  tha  Senita  of 
tba  United  States  ■honld  be  oonTened  on  Satordair, 
the  Ibnrth  of  March  instant,  yon  are  desired  to  attend 
in  the  Chamber  ef  the  Senate,  an  that  daj  at  ten 
o'doek  in  the  forenooD,  to  receire  nnj  commonica- 
lioni  which  the  Pretiduit  of  the  United  Statea  may 
then  lay  befbn  yea  tonohing  th^  fatereata. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Manth  1,  1T9T. 

In  eonformitj  with  the  sammons  from  the 
Pbescdebt  ov  tbb  Ukttkd  States,  above  re- 
dt«d,  the  Senate  accordingly  assembled  in  their 
Chamber. 


TnoKAB  JErTEBBotr,  Vice  Preddent  of  the 
United  Statcfl  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

John  LAiroDONand  Sahukl  Ijtbbiiobk,  frun 
"Saw  Hampshire. 

TnEODOBE  Bedotioz  and  Bxkuhdi  Good- 
ETE,  from  Uassaohnsetts. 

Theoddsk  Fosteb,  from  Bhode  Island. 

Jauis  Eillhousb  and  XTbiah  Tsaut,  from 
Oonnecticnt. 

Elijah  Patbb  and  leAic  I^ohenob,  from 
Vermont, 

JoHtr  LATTBAitcB,  from  New  York. 

RtOBABD  8T00KT0iTjfttim  New  Jenej. 

Jaxbb  Rosa  and  Wiluah  BmoaAM,  fh>m 
Pennsylvania. 

John  Vinnia  and  Eeubt  Latoieb,  from  Delo- 

JoBN  Hesbt  and  Jomr  E.  Howabd,  from 
Ua^land. 

Hhtbt  Tasiveu.  And  Siwenb  T.  Uason, 
from  Virginia. 

JoHir  Bkowit  And  Hcmphext  Wtwimii^  frxim 
Eentnckj. 

Alexahdkr  Uabtin  >  and  Tdioiht  Blood- 
woBTB,  from  North  Carolina. 

WtLUAx  Blodht,  from  Tennecaee. 


Jaoob  Bead,  ftom  Sooth  Cvolina. 

JAifEs  Gmnx  and  Jooab  Tattrali.,  horn 
Georgia. 

Ur.  BmsEAH  administered  the  oath  of  office 
to  the  ViOE  PBEaniEKT,  who  took  the  chtdr, 
and  the  credentials  of  Uie  following  members 
were  read. 

Of  Mr.  Foster  Ur.  GoonatrB,  Ur.  HmnousE, 
Ur.  Howabd,  Ur.  Latimkb,  Ur.  Uabos,  Ur. 
Bom,  and  Ur.  Tiobxkob. 

And  the  oath  of  office  being  WTerally  admin- 
istered to  them  by  the  Vioe  Fbisii>kst,  they 
took  their  seata  in  the  Senate. 

The  Vice  Pbesioeiit  then  addreaaed  the  Ben- 
at«  as  follows ; 
GtalUmen  of  A*  Smol*  t 

Entering  on  the  datiel  of  .k»  office  to  which  I  am 
called,  I  feel  it  inoambHit  or  ma  to  ^lologim  to  this 
honorable  Hooie  for  the  inaolBeiant  inanntr  In  whteli 
I  fear  they  may  be  ditobarged.  At  an  eariiar|i«iiod 
of  my  liE^  and  through  Mnne  oonBdarable  portMui  of 
it,  I  havB  been  a  member  of  LegiilallTe  bodiei,  and 
not  altogether  ieattenliTe  to  the  forma  of  their  pro- 
ccediegs ;  bat  mnch  time  ha*  elapaed  ^ce  that ; 
other  dnlieahare  occajuedmy  mind,  and,  in  a  gnat 
degree,  it  bu  loet  ite  familiarity  with  this  nibject.  I 
fear  that  the  Uooae  wQl  have  bat  too  freqnent  oocanon 
to  perceive  the  tnilh  of  Ihii  acknowledgment.  If  a 
diligent  attention,  however,  will  enable  me  to  fulfil 
the  fanctiont  now  auigned  me,  I  may  promise  that 
diligence  and  attention  ehall  be  Bedaloaely  employed. 
For  one  portim  of  my  da^,  I  shall  engage  with  morn 
oonGdence,  because  it  will  depend  on  my  will  and 
not  my  capaci^.  Tha  mlaa  which  aie  to  gorem  tha 
proceedings  of  this  Uoete,  so  far  as  thej  shall  de- 
pend on  ma  for  their  apphcation,  shall  be  applied 
with  tha  most  rigoimit  uid  infleiibla  impartiality, 
regarding  oeitber  peraoDS.  tbdr  views,  nor  principlsi, 
and  seeing  only  the  abatract  pcopoeition  snbject  to 
my  deciaon.  If,  in  fbnnlng  that  decision,  I  concur 
with  soma  and  difEer  from  others,  as  mast  of  ueeaa- 
■ity  happen,  I  shall  rely  on  tha  liberality  and  candor 
of  those  tcma  whom  I  differ,  to  believe,  that  I  do  it 

I  might  here  proceed,  and  with  the  greatest  tnth, 
to  declare  mj  isaloni  attaohmant  to  the  Coaitltotion 
of  the  United  States,  that  I  oonsider  the  tmion  of 
these  States  a*  the  first  of  blenicgs  and  as  the  licit  li 
dntie*  the  preservation  of  Aat  constitation  which  ■»- 
cures  it ;  hut  I  suppose  these  declarations  not  perti- 
naot  to  the  occanon  of  entering  into  an  office  whoaa  . 
primary  btusnesa  is  merely  to  preude  over  the  Conn* 
of  this  Honse,  and  no  aae,  more  dnoerely  prays  that 
no  accident  may  call  me  to  the  higher  and  moie  Im- 
portant Amctions  which  the  oonatitolioD  eventnally 
devolves  on  this  Office.  These  have  been  Justly  oon- 
fided  to  ttie  eminent  character  wliloh  has  preceded  me 
here,  whose  talent*  and  integrity  have  been  knows 
and  revered  by  me  throngh  a  long  conrss  of  yeara, 
have  been  tha  fbundation  i^  a  cordial  and  nniaterrapt- 
ed  fHendahlp  between  us,  aud  I  devontly  pray  ha 
may  be  long  pnssrred  for  the  government,  the  hap- 
jdness,  and  proaperi^,  of  onr  oommon  eonntry.' 

*  A  fTseettil  compUmuit  from  Mr.  ItSaiBa  to  Ur.  Adams 
whoso  rampeUtor  he  iai  been  In  the  elKtlaB,  Sir  the  Prail- 
dent  and  Tl«  FmidsBt  wsri  not  than  votad  for  sepantaly 
but  th*  parson  hivlni  tha  hi^tnt  aombar  uf  votsa  became 
PTMldaat,  and  th*  nest  hlfhett  tbaT'oe  PrasMsBtj  andla 
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Od  motion,  it  irae  agreed  to  repair  to  the ' 
Quunber  of  the  Honse  of  RepreuDtatives  to 
itt«nd  the  administratioa  of  the  oath  of  office 
tci  JoHH  Adahb,  President  of  the  United  States; 
which  the  Senate  accordingly  did ;  and,  being . 
Mated  the  PESBmim  o>  Tas  TJinTED  Stateb 
(Utended  hj  the  Heads  of  Departmetitfi,  the 
Marahal  of  the  District  and  his  officers)  oame 
into  the  Ohmber  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiiea  and  took  hia  M&t  in  the  chair  nioallj  oo- 
[med  by  the  Bpxaxxb.    The  Vici  PBtemKiT 


■no  Secretorr  of  the  Senate  'were  seated  in  ad- 
noee,  inclining  to  the  right  of  the  PssemsXT, 
dMltfe  81'EaKKB  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tit«  and  Olerk  on  the  left,  and  the  Jastices  of 
tin  Saprenie  Court  were  seated  round  a  table 
in  ftent  of  the  Psmidutt  of  thb  Usitbd 
Gn^m.  The  late  Fbxsidest  or  the  TThitu) 
SxAtzB,  the  great  and  good  WiSHDiOTOR,*  took 
aKat,iaa  private  atii^a,  alittle  in  front  of  the 
Mats  anigned  for  the  Senate,  which  were  on 
the  BODth  side  of  the  House,  Uie  foreign  Minis' 
ten  tad  metnberH  of  the  Honse  of  Sepraaento- 
tires  took  their  osnal  seals — a  great  oonoonree 
of  both  sezea  being  preeeut.  After  a  short 
panie,  the  PaBSTDKUT  or  tbb  UHrrKD  Btatsb 
arose,  and  coDunnnicated  the  fbllowiog  Address: 
*■  Wben  it  m*  fint  peiceiTed,  m  Mil;  tunea,  tLat 
to  middle  (xone  for  Jjnciica  remuned,  between  un- 


to the  ^uticr  in  >  tingle  ^17,  it  was  tbeo  eeTtaliJj 
bf  KHne  who  udned  In  CoagrsM  >(  th . 
fonnaCion  of  it,  that  it  could  cot  be  dnnble. 

"Kegligeoce  of  its  regnUtioBi,  inatteDtion  to  it^ 
recomtiKad&tiona,  if  not  disobedienoe  to  its  tathority, 
not  only  in  iadmdnalj  but  In  Stetei,  sixni  appeared, 
■with  tbeir  jnoUndioly  conseqnoncei :  nrnverKtl  lan- 
guor ;  JMlonuea  and  liTslriu  of  Statei ;  decline  of 
DSYigation  and  oommerce ;  diKonragemeat  of  necee- 
nay  mauufactam ;  niUTenal  fall  iu  tbe  Talae  of 
laodi  Mnd  their  prodooe ;  contempt  of  public  and 
inte  fUtii  1  lo»  of  conidderatioa  and  credit  with 
reign  nations ;  and,  at  leiwth,  in  diieontenl*,  ani- 
morities,  ooml^iations,  partial  oonventioni,  and  In- 
nmcllon,  Areatanlng  some  great  nattooal  cehunttT* 
>>  In  dill  dangennu  eiUe,  the  people  rf  America 
not  abanMned  by  theli  nmial  good  nnae.  pie- 

of  mind,  reedntioD.  or  inteffri^.    Measures 

were  punned  to  concert  a  plan,  to  uino  a  more  par- 
'    "  eitablith  jnitica,  ' 


to  a  fOTeign  Legitlatuie,  and  a 
of  its  elamu,  men  of  reflectian 
wtN  M«i  apprehensive  ot  danger,  from  tbe  fonni- 
dsUe  power  of  fleets  and  anniestbey  most  determine 
to  miia,  than  from  those  contetti  and  diisenlioui, 
wbich  wanU  certainly  arise  oonceming  tbe  formB  of 
goimuDent  to  be  iastitnted  OTer  tbe  whole  snd  over 
the  parts  at  this  eitentive  country.  Relying,  how- 
aiw,  am  the  puri^  of  their  intentions,  tbe  justice  of 
their  caase,  and  uto  inte^ri^  and  intelligence  of  the 
peq^  onder  an  oTsnnBDg  Providence,  ^hich  had 
M  ogaaDy  protected  this  conntry  from  the  first,  the 
BepnientalivM  of  this  nation,  then  consulting  of 
lilUe  more  than  half  its  present  Dumber,  not  only 
bnlu  to  piece*  tbe  chains  which  were  faring 
lb*  rod  of  inni  that  was  lifted  np,  hnt  franU, 

ad  into  ao  ocean  of  tmceitainty. 
"The  seal  and  ardor  gf  the  pec^le,  dnrieg  the 


The  Confederation, 
!ceauiy,  was  prepared 


nKnt,  commanded  a  degiee 
for  the  preserfttioD  of  soc 
wliidi  was  early  felt  to  bt 

6iin  tbe  models  of  tbe  Batavian  and  Helvecki  Con- 
ffderacie^  the  only  examples  which  remain,  with 
siy  detail  and  precisian,  in  hisloiy,  and  certaiQiy 
the  duly  one*  which  tbe  people  at  lane  bad  ever  con- 
^dered.  Bnt,  reSecting  on  the  sB^ng  difibrence, 
in  mai^  particular^  between  this  coonliy  and  thoae 
lAsie  a  oooricr  m^  go  Erom  the  seat  cf  Got 


public  dinnli 
Isned  in  Ae 


i,  discussions,  and  de- 
ptetent  h^ipy  oonstitMluii 

Employed  in  flie  service  of  my  cxKmliy  thread, 
dnrina  the  whole  cooAe  of  these  tTan*aclioD%  I  Brst 
taw  Sit  ConstitQiion  of  Ae  United  States  in  a  Ilx- 
li^  oonntry.  Irritated  by  no  lltertiy  altercitian, 
iDimated  I^  no  publio  debate,  heated  by  no  party 
Luimosity,  I  read  it  with  gnat  salisfaadoa,  as  a  re- 
sult of  good  heads,  prompted  by  good  heart*  j  as  an 
experimant,  better  adapted  to  the  genius,  character, 
dtoation,  and  relations,  of  this  nation  and  ooantry, 
than  any  which  had  ever  been  proposed  or  suggested. 
In  its  general  principles  and  groat  outhnes,  it  was 
oonTonnabla  to  rooh  a  system  of  goTBroment  as  I 
had  ever  most  esteemed,  and  in  some  States,  my  own 
native  State  in  particular  had  contributed  10  eetaV 
hih.  Claiming  1  right  of  tnfiVtge,  in  common  with 
my  fellow-citizens,  in  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  a 
cciistiCntioD  which  was  to  ml*  me  and  my  posterity, 
a*  well  t*  tliein  tad  theirs,  I  did  not  besitata  to  ei- 
pTSas  my  tpprobttion  of  it,  on  all  occaooni,  in  pub- 
Uo  and  In  pivate.  It  was  not  then,  nor  has  been 
since,  tny  objecttoD  to  It,  in  my  mind,  that  the  Es- 
ecntiva  and  Senate  were  not  more  permaiwDt.    Kor 


in  the  coune  of  their  aiperienoe,  shonld  see  tndleelte 
be  necessaty  or  e^edient,  and  by  their  Bepresrata- 
tiveg  [n  Congress  and  tbe  Stale  Legislatores,  accord- 
ing to  the  eonstitation  itaeli^  adopt  and  (ard^o. 

"  Betoming  to  the  bosom  of  my  coiratiy,  lAer  a 
ptinfbl  sepanttion  from  It,  for  .ten  years,  I  had  th* 
bonni  to  be  elected  to  a  station  noider  the  new  order 
of  things,  and  I  have  repeatedly  laid  myself  nnder 
the  most  urious  obligadotis  to  sapport  the  constitit- 
tion.  The  operBtion  oE  it  has  equalled  the  moot  stn- 
goine  eipectationi  of  its  friends,  and  from  an  baUt- 
nal  attention  to  It,  istiafaction  in  its  administration 
and  delist  in  its  eflbcts  npon  the  peace,  order,  prot- 
peritf,  and  hnppinest  of  tbe  nation,  I  hare  aoqniied 
an  habitual  attachment  to  it,  and  veneratioa  for  it. 

"  What  other  form  of  govenmien^  iodeeit  can  so 
well  deserve  cor  esteem  and  love  ? 

"  There  may  be  little  solidly  in  an  tnduit  ide^ 
that  congtegations  of  men  hito  cities  and  nations  are 
pleasing  objects  in  the  sight  of  superior  in- 


Uie  most  pleasmg  objects  in  tbe  iigbt  Of  superior  in- 
lelUgencet :  but  thit  is  very  certun,  tliBt,  to  t  benevo- 
lent hnman  mind,  then  can  be  no  ^ectscls  pre- 
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■Dgiut,  thui  tn  uaemblj  like  tLkt  irbloh 
Lu  M  often  been  imq  in  ttiis  kod  the  other  chamber 
of  Congreu,  of  ■  Gorernmont,  in  which  the  Eiean- 
tive  uithonty,  M  wen  u  thkt  of  kll  the  bnutcbei  of 
the  LegiiUtnre,  are  eierclied  bj  cldiaoi  aeLecMd,  at 
regular  periodi ,  bj  their  nd^lwn,  to  make  and  ex- 
ecute lawa  fbr  the  general  good.  Can  an;  thinff  «•- 
•ential,  BD  J  thin^  more  than  mere  ornament  and  deco- 
tatioo,  be  added*  to  tUi  hj  robei  and  diamondi  7 
Can  antboiity  be  mon  amiable  and  iwpectahle,  when 
It  deacenda  tnaa  acddenti,  or  inrtitatioiig  eetabliahed 
in  remote  antiquity,  than  when  it  q>riogs  fteah  from 
(lie  hCMta  and  juwnenia  of  an  honeit  and  eolight- 
loednopler  ^,  It  lathe  pMpleanlT  that  are  repn- 
aeDted:  it  ia  their  power  and  ui^Mtjuat  an  rvfleoted, 
and  onlj'  fbr  their  good.  In  Bveij  legitimate  OOTein- 
ment,  ondtr  whatever  fcsm  it  may  qtpear.  The  ex- 
iatence  of  tueh  a  Ooremment  aa  otm,  for  anjlaiigth 
of  time,  b  a  fbll  pnx)f  (/  a  nneial  dlMemioatlonof 
knowledge  and  vlrtiie  tfaroogboitt  the  whole  body  of 
the  p«ople.  And  irtiat  olgest  or  «mdderatlra>  move 
pleaNDg  than  thia  oao  be  j>teaeat«d  to  the  human 
mind  ?  If  national  pride  i>  erer  joitiflable  or  eion- 
aable,  it  la  when  it  apringi,  not  Imn  power  or  lichee, 
eiandeur  or  gloij,  but  from  conviction  of  national 
lanDeence,  inRirmatlan,  and  baaeToienee, 

"  In  the  midit  of  theae  [deadns  ideaa,  we  ihonld 
be  nnlkithJU  toDiiraelTe«,U'we  ^mld  ever  loee  d^t 
of  the  danger  to  nur  libeitica,  IT  an;  thing  partial 
or  extraneooa  ahould  Inbot  the  paAtj  of  o«r  tnt, 
fair,  Tirtuoni,  and  Independent  eleotioDa.  If  an  eloo- 
tion  la  to  be  detennined  by  a  majori^  of  a  lingle 
Tote,  and  that  can  be  procnred  b;  a  part;,  thiDDsh 
arUfioe  or  oormptioa,  the  Gorennnent  may  be  £• 
choioe  of  a  pait; ,  for  ito  own  enda,  not  of  the  nation 
for  the  natiiHial  good.  IT  that  aolitaiy  mffiage  c«n 
be  obtidDcd  t^  foreign  nationa,  by  flattsi;  or  menaoea, 

Slnnd  or  nolenoe,  b;  terror,  intrigue,  or  Tcnali^, 
I  Government  mqr  not  be  the  cbi^ioe  at  the  Amui' 


Wgo,  I 


people,  but  of  foreign  nationa  It  ma;  be  fai«ign 
~  who  govern  ua,  and  not  we  the  people  who 
oondvea.     And  candid  msu  will  tdcnow- 


tha^  in  inch  oaaea,  ohcdc«  wonld  have  little 
Ivantua  to  boaat  of,  trnr  lot  or  ' 

"  Snch  ia  the  amiable  and  Inl 


p  to  boaat  of,  onr  lot  or  ohanoe. 

1  ia  the  amiable  and  Intereatlng  ijttem  of 
Government  (and  ancb  are  aome  of  the  abuaea  lo 
which  it  ma;  be  expoaed^  which  the  people  of 
America  have  eil)ibitcd  to  tae  admiration  and  anii- 
«t;  of  the  wiae  and  virtuotu  of  all  nationa,  for 
el^t  ;eai^  under  the  admlniatration  of  s  citinn, 
who,  1^  a  loiu  ooone  of  great  acliona,  regulated  by 
prudence,  jaMnn,  temperance,  and  fortitude,  condnet- 
ing  a  pMple,  inapired  with  the  aame  virtuea^  and 
it  patiiotiim  and  lore 
d  peaoe,  to  Increadog 
wealth  wmI  nnexampled  proeperit;,  baa  merited  the 
grvtitud*  of  hia  lUlow-dtiuaa,  commanded  the  higb- 
Mt  pimiaea  of  foreign  nationa,  and  aecnred  Immortal 
glo^  irith  poateii^, 

"  In  that  letiremeut  which  ii  hIa  v^nntar;  choice. 


Jta  cf  them  to  himaclT  and  the  world,  which  are 
il;  iooraanng,  and  that  ^lendid  project  of  the  fo- 
«  fortanea  of  thia  conntry,  which  la  opening  ftom 
jreartonar.    EUanamemaybe  atill  arampart:  utd 


the  knowledge  that  he  aflll  Ir 


a  a  bulwark,  againat 


ma;  b«'  expected,  the  oooa^on,  I  hope,  will  Tit  ad- 
mitted aa  an  apologr,  If  I  ventnn  to  aa;,  Aat  if  a 
pnforenoe  npoo  prio^iJe,  of  a  b^  Bepnb^can  Gar- 


after  a  dUIgent  and  impartial  Inqnii;  after  truth ;  _ 
an  attachment  to  the  Conititatioa  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  oonaeieatioua  datnniinatioo  to  npport 
it,  aatQ  It  ahalt  -  be  altered  by  the  jodgmenta  and 
wlibea  of  the  people,  expreaaed  in  the  mode  preaorib- 
ed  la  It;  if  a  reqieMftil  attenlica  to  the  oonstitntiona 
of  the  Indivldn^  State*,  and  a  oooetant  oantion  and 
delicae;  towarda  the  State  Goremment ;  if  an  equal 
and  impartial  tvsaid  to  tlw  rights  InteteM,  hwior, 
■nd  baptnneaa,  of  all  the  Statei  h  tlie  Union,  with- 
out preferenoe  or  regard  to  a  Noidwm  or  Southern, 
an  Eaaten  or  WeiMm  potation,  &eir  vai^ona  p<ditl- 
Mi  mieaaential  pt^ta,  or  thdr  peraonal 
;  if  a  lore  of  virtnonamemtfaU  pMtiM 
and  denomlnatiofM ;  If  a  love  i'  adenoe  tai  Isttera, 
and  a  wii^  to  pationbe  ever;  ratlmal  eAM  to  enooor- 
age  aohoola,  coDegea,  nnivardtlea,  Mademlea,  and 
evei;  inatitntion  for  propagating  knowledge,  vbto^ 
and  religtim,  among  1^1  daHe*  of  dte  peoifa,  sot  <«!;; 
for  tiieli  benign  infiuenoe  oo  tlie  hi^pineMaf  lib  In 
all  It*  ataget  and  daaae^and  of  aode^in  all  Iti 
forma,  but  aa  the  onl;  meana  of  [oeaerving  onr  ooo* 
atitntion  from  lie  natural  enendea,thendritof  m^iI*- 


try,  Oie  ipMt  of  par^,  the  spirit  of  intrigue^  tlie 
'  tiie  peatilenoe  offbreign 
of  deetmction 


puSigso;  (f  comqrtion,  and  tiie  peatilenoe  offbreign 


inclinatioo  to  improve  agricnlture,  commerce,  and 
maDufactorei,  for  necerait;,  oonvenience,  and  ds- 
Ftince ;  if  a  Riirit  of  eqni^  and  bnmaniW  toiwda 
the  aboriginu  nationa  of  America,  and  a  diqioaition 
lo  meliorate  their  condition,  b;  inpHnlng  them  to  be 
more  fiiandl;  to  na,  and  oar  dtlieua  lo  be  mora 
firiendlf  to  them ;  if  an  inSexIbl*  determlnatiaD  to 
malnttfin  peaoe  and  inviolable  faith  with  all  nation^ 
and  that  a;atem  of  nentralit;  and  imparttaitt;  among 
the  belli^rent  powera  of  Europe,  wlikli  ua  been 
adtqHed  b;  thia  Qoremment,  ai^  ao  aolemnl;  aaoo- 
tioned  b;  boOi  Honaea  <^  Cangreo,  and  ^ipUo^ 
b;  tlie  Lwialatnrea  cS  the  States  and  the  public  (q>in- 
ion,  until  It  ahall  lie  otberwiae  ordained  b;  Congnaii 
if  a  peraonal  oateem  tor  the  French  nation,  formed 
in  a  readenoe  of  taven  Tear^  dile^  among  tbem, 
and  a  £neate  dedra  lo  preaarve  the  Riendahip  whick 
ha*  been  to  much  li»  tb*  boner  and  iiriereat  of  both 
nation) ;  if,  wliile  iha  eraiadaat  hMior  and  Integrit; 
ot  the  peo^  of  America,  and  tlie  Intenud  lentiment 
of  their  own  power  and  energie*  mnat  it  preserved, 
an  eanrait  endeavor  to  bivemgate  eveiyjuit  oaosa, 
and  remove  ever;  coloiaUe  ^etenee  or  comphdnt  j 
if  an  Intention  to  purane,  W  aaioabte  negottatioi^  a  * 
leparaUon  for  tbe  iqjnriea  uiat  have  iMen  committed 
on  the  ocmmerce  of  onr  foUow-citiaena  bv  whatever 
natioai,  and,  if  anoceaa  cannot  be  obtained,  to  la;  tho 
fael*  before  the  L^^Iokl  that  Huj  ma;  oimBder 
whu  fortber  meaaore*  the  booor  and  intereat  of  the 
Oovennnent  audita  Mnatltoent*  dentandi  if  a  re»>- 
loUon  to  dojnaljccv  aa  &r  aa  m^  d^and  i^ion  ma, 
at  all  times  and  to  aU  natiaiii,  and  mdntdn  poace^ 
friendship,'  and  bensvolenoe,  with  all  tlie  worid;  If 
an  unshyien  oooSdenoe  in  IIm  honor,  tjurit,  and  le- 
sooTOM  of  the  Ametioan  pw^la,  on  whioh  I  have  ao 
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Bank  of  tke  MMple,  d«^]r 
tuW  SIB)  ■«  BO*  obscoiw 


•ad  of  mr  own  SotiM  towmrdi  i^  fbnndftd  no  a  knoii- 


1  my  nijnd 

»zlf  Sft,  and  iKit  obscond,  6nt  axalted  by  axperi- 

^ea  and  aga ;  and  vhli  InimUa  laieTeDoa,  I  fe«l  it 

lobs  my  du^toaddiirafCMtatloiifor  thanligin) 

«f  a  peopfe  vbo  imiaa  and  call  thannbN  Cbrta- 

tan%  aad  a  Sxad  lan' 

ipeet  Ibr  Chrildaiii^ 


1  ftr  tlia  {rablio  nirlc^  can  eoabla  m>.  In  any 
'e^  to  ecm^y  *iih  yont  viilwa,  It  (ball  ba  my 
HMOi  end«a*or,  Oat  thU  Hgadow  iifjimetiaa  of 


WUi  diia  gnat  example  bdbf*  ma^  wiA  the  nnM 
^  ipirit,  dke  &lth  and  boiMv,  tba  doty  and  Intcnrt, 
•r  the  nme  *—"*■**"  P*^K ^<de*d  to  tnpport  Ae 
CdDititatiaa  of  tba  Uuled  SlaU^  I  ntertaln  no  doQbt 


••iid  may  that  Bcfag  vho  Ii  dmnma  orai  aB, 
Oa  Pitt«a  orOidar.UieFoimtBinor  JoMioe,  and  die 
PioMelv,  fai  aU  agM  of  dw  wtnU,  «f  TirtBou  5b«i^, 


hu  bUMiiu  upon  Hiil  naUoD  and  it*  Oar- 
and  gin  ft  all  poMlble  aooMM  and  dm*- 


The  oath  of  ofBce  was  then  adminiatered  to 
him  by  the  Chief  Jiutioe  of  the  Sapreme  Ooort 
of  the  United  States,  the  Aaeociate  Jiutioea  at^ 
tending.  After  which,  the  Fbbsidkkt  or  thi 
TThtixd  Btatsb  retired,  and  the  Senate  reptdred 
to  their  own  Ohamber. 

On  motloa, 

OrdM-td,  Tbat  Ueears,  Lassdou  and  &EDa- 
wiOK  be  A  oominittee  to  wut  on  the  FBunraT 
or  THK  nnrxD  Statxi,  and  notify  him  that  the 
Senate  is  anembled,  and  ready  to  a^Jonm  mdeM 
he  may  hsTo  any  oommonioatioiia  to  make  to 

Mr,  LoroDOM  reported,  from  the  oonimItte«j 
that  thej  had  waited  on  the  Presiskkt  or  thb 
UnrBD  Stites,  who  replied,  tliat  he  had  no 
oommnnicatiou  to  make  to  the  Benste,  except 
his  good  wishes  for  tbdr  health  and  prosperitj, 
and  a  hMppj  meeting  with  tb^  bmiUes  and 
friends, 

The  Senate  then  a^Joomed  without  Amj. 
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UosDAT,  December  5,  I78II. 

Tbia  being  the  day  qipointed  bj  tbe  ooiutita- 

tion  for  the  annnal  raeeUng  of  Oongrosa,  in  the 

Hoiue  of  KepreeeiitatiTea,  the  foUowing  nuned 


members  appeared  and  took  their  Beats, 
JVvm  New  Hatnpthirt. — Abikl  Fobteb, 
"  " rB,aiidJi 


OHOLAB  QiLHijr,  John  S. 
HUH  Smith. 

Prom  Mat»aehvtett»f^£wBS&  Ames,  Thio- 
PHura  Bbasbdkt,  Hsjibt  Dkabbobit,  Dwioar 
FosTKB,  Nathakibl  Fbkucak,  Jr.,  Sakubl  Li- 
HAx,  WiLLiAH  Ltkait,  Jobs  Bxad,  Gbokob 
Tbatcbxb,  Joseph    B,  Yasnuv,   and  Pklzs 

WADaWOBTH, 

From  Rhode  Iiland. — FsAiroia  Malsonb. 

Prom  Gormeelieut.—JoaBUJk  Ootr,  Ohaurobt 
GooDBioB,  RooEB  Gbibwou>,  Nathanizl  Bhith, 
and  ZsPHABiAK  Swirr. 

Prom  Ifeie  York. — Tbeodorcb  Bailbt.  'Whi- 

IJAIC  OOOFBK,  £XBKIBI,  OiLSSBT,  EkRBT  Oi.EBIJ', 

JosATKAir  N.  EAVxirs,  John  K  Vak  Allxit, 
Philip  Yait  Oobtiahiit,  ftnd  Johk  Whxiaicb. 

/Vw»  ^ew  Jvney.  —  Jonatkah  Dattok, 
Aabon  Kitohsll,  and  Ibaao  Sicth. 

From  Pmrttj/lna^ia.  —  Albzkt  Gallahw, 
Saxcju.  Maolat,  Fbkdbbioe  AuenBTCs  Uim- 
LKNBBBQ,  John  Biohabiw,  Bajcuxl  Sicqhxatkb, 
and  JoBir  BwAinnoK, 

^om  JMaamr*. — Johh  Pattok. 

Prom  Jfarylai>d.--G»>xaM  Dkrt,  Wiluam 
HmnuK  and  RiOHASD  Spbioo,  Jr. 

Firom  Virginia. — Johh  Olopioh,  Ibaao  Ooue^ 
Gbokok  Jaokbor,  jAim  Uasdoit,  Ahthont 
Kkw,  and  Robibt  SuTHKaroBD. 

From  Xenttteh/. — Chbibtopheb  Gbzkhup. 

JfSvm  iforth  (hrolina. — Thouas  Blouxt  and 
Hatthiw  Looks. 

Prom  Sov^  Carolina, — Wiluak  Buth. 

Ihmt  Oaorgia. — Abbaham  Baldwht. 

The  foUowioK  new  membeiB  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  eredentiala,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  eeale,  viz ; 

Fron  TWnMiN.— Andszw  JusKaan. 

JVm»  Marj/land, — Wuiuic  Okaik,  in  place 
of  Jmbxmiah  Cbabb,  rerigned. 


JV-Mft  Odnneetieut.—JAMMa  DATnrrosr,  In 
place  of  Jakeb  HiixHonaB,  ^>polDted  a  Senator 
of  the  United  Stotei. 

The  Sfeakbb  1^  before  the  Honpe  k  letttt 
from  the  Governor  of  PenDaylTania,  with  the 
return  of  the  election  ot  Gbobob  Eub,  to  serre 
as  a  member  of  the  Hoose  in  place  of  Daxhl 
Hbibtbb,  resigned. 

A  qnonim,  conaiEting  of  a  m^ority  of  the 
whole  nnmber,  being  present,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Clerk  wmt  on  tiie  Benate,  to  inform 
them  that  this  Hoose  was  readj  to  proceed  to 
boaineas ;  bat  it  appeared  that  the  Senate  had 
not  been  able  to  form  a  qnormn  by  one  mem- 
ber, and  had  a^onmed. 

Mr.  WiLLUH  SwTH  presented  a  petition  from 
Thomas  IJoyd,  proposing  to  take,  in  short--hand, 
and  pablish  the  Debates  of  Congress  at  (1,000 
per  session  salary.  The  expense  of  printing, 
&o.  he  estimated  at  (MO,  for  which  he  wonld 
famish  the  Hoose  with  five  hnndred  copies  of 
that  work ;  engaging  U>  nse  every  possible  pre- 
oantion,  and  pay  prompt  attention. 

Mr.  8.  referred  to  the  mifhvorable  reception 
of  a  proposal  of  this  nature  at  the  last  session, 
and  sappoeed  this  wonld  not  be  more  ancceae- 
fiil ;  however,  he  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a 


The  motion  vas  agreed  to,  and  Mr,  W.  Siotb, 
Ur.  Gauatut,  and  Mr.  Swm,  were  appointed 
to  examine  the  petitioo,  and  report  thereon  to 
theHooae. 

TrasDAT,  December  6. 
Beveral  other  membeni,  to  wit:  fromVermcait, 
Ibsakl  Suth;  from  New  Jersey,  UasxThohp- 
trom  Penn^lvania,  Biohabd    Thomas; 


North  Carolina,  Jusb  FxAJmutr,  Williau 
Babbt  Gbotb,  Jambs  Hollaks.  and  NAiHAinxL 
Maooit,  q>peBred,  and  took  tbeir  seats  in  the 
Eonae. 

The  Sfkakbb  observed,  that,  aa  there  were 
several  retoma  of  new  elections  of  members  to 
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Mm  in  tUs  MMJon,  it  ww  prefer  tbat,  pnTsaant 
to  *  role  <rf  the  Hoom,  »  Ot^imittee  of  I3m- 
tioM  b«  appointed. 

A  cominitlM  wu  ueordin^  &I^inted,  of 
Hr.  VBSiBLK,  Mr.  Swift,  Mr.  Itor,  Itr.  DsiB- 
HtBX,  Hr.  BuTiMT,  Mr.  Muhunbeb^  and  Ur. 
A.  FonsK. 

Ifr.  Haooit  moved  tbat  a  Oommittee  of  Revi- 
ttlend  tfDfinished  BnsiDMB  of  last  aesdon  he 
■pfM^t«d,  pnmuat  to  the  Standiiig  Rules  and 
(Men  of  Uie  Honse,  obeervlng  that,  as  tJie  see- 
BOD  wonld  1k  bot  short,  tt  would  be  neoeKarf 
to  be  eari7  in  the  appttotment  of  MoAiittMa. 

Tbereoa  Ur.  Gnjtas,  Mr.  B.  Bmos,  Jr., 
and  Mr.  Maoov  were  appointed. 

Kotice  was  reeeJTed  tbat  a  qnoram  of  the 
Beeaie  wtu  formed. 

On  motion,  it  was,  tberefbre,  resolved,  tbat  a 
eommittee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to 
viit  on  the  PKCsniKK-r  or  thi  UnrrxD  States, 
in  OHijnDction  with  a  committee  from  the 
Senate,  to  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  botb 
Hoofes  was  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
eoamianications  that  he  mej  please  to  make. 
Mr.  Am,  Mr.  Madiboi),  and  Mr.  SiTaBKi.TBs, 
vera  aeoordin^j  ^>polnted. 

A  DMSBage  was  reoeived  from  the  Senate  in- 
feiming  the  Honse  that  tbey  had  fbrmed  a 
vnonmi:  whereupon  the  Olerk  went  to  the 
Snate  with  the  Tesolntion  of  this  Honae.  The 
fieeretiuy  soon  alter  retnrned,  informing  the 
HoQse  that  the  Senats  had  concurred  in  the 
rodntion,  and  formed  a  committee  for  that 


T^ 


Cr.  Ajgta,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
tbat  porpose,  reported  that  the  conunittee  had 
waited  on  the  Prbsidbst,  wlio  was  pleased  to 
igmlj  to  them  that  be  would  m^e  a  oommn- 
sicatiMi  to  both  Howee  of  Congreas-to-morrow, 
it  J9  o'clock,  in  the  Representatives'  Ohamber. 

'WxoasBDA.T,  I>eceml>er  1. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  SunnL  Sxwall, 
fr(^  WiMcmrhniKittn,  in  place  of  Bufjaxoi  Oood- 
m,  appelated  a  Senator  of  the  TJnited  Statea, 
aFpeared,  produced  bia  credentials,  was  qndifled, 
md  took  hie  seat 

A  moMBge  was  tent  to  tbe  Senate,  informing 
&m  that  this  House  was  readj,  agreeablv  to 
afipointment,  to  receive  commnnicationa  from 
the  PnmDKST;  whereon  the  Senate  attended, 
md  took  thwr  seats.  At  12  o'clock  tbe  Psm- 
SE:rT  atlaoded,  and,  after  taking  his  seat,  rose 
mi  defirered  the  followli^  Addnes : 

o^d*  Bom*  ofRmntaUBt : 
In  reuuring  to  tbg  imjrnjf  dtdation  of  oar  conn- 
hj,  Hsee  I  bad  lut  tlie  pleaaure  to  addreu  jnia,  I 
taAnofla  ntmoa  tor  •  niwirad  expnBiion  oC  that 
patitDoil  to  tba  Baler  of  the  UmTerse,  which  a  con- 
^mii  nriei  at  proaperit^  ba«  to  cflen  and  ao  jmtly 

To  an  aetm  external  ecmnieTee,  thi  protection  of 
a  Xaral  Ssne  ii  indfoeimhla :  thli  U  manUoat  with 
MCudtovaninwhkhaStatBleitealfapei^.    But 


,_       .  To«e , 

aentral  flag,  Teqnire*  a  Naval  fcvca,  orgaalnd 
and  mady  to  vindicate  it  from  lanlt  or  aggnitfon. 
Tbiema;  eno  pTCveot  the  neevMi^  of  going  to  war, 
bj  dieoonragiiig  bsnigerent  powere  from  oommltting 
•Doh  violaliaai  of  the  right!  dT  the  nentnl  pai^  aa 
maj,  fint  or  last,  leave  no  other  optioa.  From  tba 
bait  information  I  have  bseo  able  to  obtain,  it  wonld 
■oeni  M  if  onr  trade  to  the  HsditerraDean,  without  a 
pnitaetiiig  fbrce,  will  alwaya  be  inMcim,  and  oni 
dtiieni  eipowd  to  tbe  oaluiitie*  from  whloh  anm- 
beia  of  thma  have  but  jnit  bean  rslievad. 

Tlieee  coniideratliHi*  Inrita  th«  UnlMd  Statei  to 
look  to  die  meaa*,  and  toeetaboot  the  giadnal  crea- 
tion at  m  Navy.  Ibe  Inomadng  progreai  of  Aeir 
oavigafioo  pneniaea  tbam,  at  no  dlitant  p«riod,  tlio 
reqnlllteanpp^afManMn;  and  ^eb  means  in  otiier 
rennets  faitir  tha  midertaking.  It  is  an  eneonrece- 
meat  likewin  tbat  their  pattioahu'  (itaadon  will  gira 
waij^t  and  influence  to  a  moderate  Navml  force  in 
Qieir  hamla.  Will  it  not,  then,  be  adviuble  to  bej^ 
withoDt  delay,  to  prorids  and  lay  np  the  material!  for  ' 
the  bniMing  and  equipping  of  shipe  of  war,  and  to 
proceed  in  the  work  by  degreet,  in  proportioii  a*  onr 
reaoorcee  ihall  reader  it  practicable  without  incon- 
venience ;  ao  that  a  fntora  war  of  Europe  may  not 
find  OUT  oommerce  In  the  aame  anpioteoted  atate  la 
wUehit  wastbond  by  tbeneaent? 

CongreM  have  repeatedly,  and  not  wlthont  nleeaa^ 
directed  their  attention  to  the  encouiageiuent  of 
mamiftotnrea.  Tbe  object  it  of  too  much  codm- 
qoenoe  not  to  enRne  a  oantinaanoB  id  their  elfbrti  in 
every  way  which  thall  ^ipear  eligible.  Ae  a  general 
irde,  maanfaotniee  on  pnblio  aooonnt  an  inexpedient. 
But  where  the  rtate  or  tUnga  in  a  oomiliy  leaves  bot 
little  hope  Oat  certain  branohea  of  mandhotare  will 
for  a  great  lengdi  of  time  obtain,  when  the**  ata  of  a 
nalan  eMential  to  tbe  fimiiihiag  mad  eqoippiiiK  «f 
tbe  pnblio  foroe  in  time  of  war;  are  not  eetabllah- 
menti  for  procuring  them  on  pnblio  aeoonnt,  (o  lie 
txtemt  of  tte  ordanrf  deaiaad  for  Aa  pMie  (ervioa, 
rveommended  by  itrong  coQiideratioD>  of  nutlon^ 
pdicy,  at  an  excaptloa  to  ib^  general  mla  T  Oogbt 
onr  ccmitiy  to  nrnain  In  toco  oaaei  dependant  on 
foreign  *iq>ply,  precarioo%  beeanae  Babla  to  be  ietep- 
niptad  r  If  the  neoeieaiy  articlee  ebonld  in  tUa 
mode  ooat  mon  Inljiaeirfpeaoe,  wUlnotthe  eeonit^ 
and  mdependenoe  thenoe  aii«Jw  fbtm  an  ample  CMn- 
penMtion  f  EatabliilmMntt  ofthii  tort,  eommenan- 
rate  mly  with  the  eaOa  of  die  pnblio  lervloa  In  IJnw 
c/  peace,  will,  in  time  of  war,  eaaily  ha  extended  In 
proportion  to  tbe  axigenciee  of  ttie  Government,  and 
may  even,  periiape,  be  made  to  yield  a  nirplni  ftr  Ae 
anpply  of  onr  dtiasn*  at  large,  so  as  to  mitigate  tbe 
privationi  from  tbe  intamptton  of  thetr  trade.  If 
adopted,  tha  plan  ongbt  to  eiDlnde  all  ^kmb  branches 
which  are  already,  or  likely  soon  to  be  eMabliahed  In 
tbe  coontiy.  In  radar  tbat  there  may  be  no  danger  of 
tnlerferenoe  with  pnmita  of  individual  indnstiy. 

It  wm  not  be  donbted  diat  with  reference  either  to . 
individnal  or  national  welfare,  agiionltnre  ts  of  pri- 
maiy  importanoa.  la  proportion  ai  aations  a^vainea 
in  pcfvlation,  and  other  ciwatnietaneei  of  matnnqr, 
thii  Imth  bacomee  more  apparent,  and  renden  tha 
cultivation  of  tha  soil  more  and  more  aa  obfeot  of 
poblio  patronage  Inititntiana  fbr  promoting  it  grow 
□p,  Kipport«d  by  tbe  public  pnne  ;  and  to  whstt^jaet 
can  it  be  dedicated  with  greater  pmpiie^  T  Amoiu 
the  means  wUoh  have  been  employed  to  tbia  anC 
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none  hsn  baen  attandsd  with  glutei  toocaai  thin 
tha  utahliibmant  of  Boaidi,  aampawd  of  ^opec 
ohmctan,  ohargsd  with  ooUsotiiig  and  diflbiing  in- 
formation, and  Mubled  \ij  ptuilnmi,  and  KDall 
p«oiinlai7  aid),  to  uiooanige  and  Md(t  ft  tnirit  of  db- 
oomj  and  improremant  Thl>  qieeiM  of  tatsbliih- 
nwDt  OMilribDtM  doublj  Id  ^m  loraraaa  of  tmpron- 
BODt,  ij  itimnlatii^  to  entnpris*  and  «xp«rimMlt, 
and  bj  dnirina  to  a  oommon  oantra  tfa«  renlCi 
avery  whsre  of  mdiTidoal  ikill  and  obaarvation,  and 
qmadlng  them  thenoe  over  the  whole  nation.  Ez- 
perienoe  aooordinglf  hu  ihown  that  Uteij  an  veij 
oheap  imtnunenta  of  immeikM  national  bwicfili. 

I  bare  hoiatq^ne  propoecd  to  tha  ooniideratioo  rf 
CoDgien  tha  aspadiency  of  aital^ahi^  a  National 
Univenl^,  and  alio  a  UHitaiy  Aoademj.  The  de- 
dnbleneH  of  bo^i  dieM  ln>tibitioDi  faa»  ■□  oonetMitlf 
increaied  with  sroiy  new  n«w  I  have  taken  of  ibe 
mtgeat,  that  I  cannot  omit  the  opportunity  of  ouoe 
for  eJl  reoaUing  your  atteDtion  to  tham. 

The  AMembly  to  which  I  addrea  myaeV  ii  too  an- 
llgbtened  not  to  be  Ihlly  wiuibla  how  mnch  ft  flonr- 
i^ing  itaee  of  the  arte  and  edeoceicontribntee  to 


u  of  leftnJng  highly  ntpeett 
^inda  npou  whiidi  they  mt 

inraAuoni 

mriedn  lb 
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tonplftted,  though  thay 

Amoogtt  the  motirea  to  mch  en  nuDiaaon  ine 
***'""*'' ™  of  the  priuclplai,  oplnioni,  and  maonen 
of  ODT  oonntijmeD,  by  the  common  adncation  of  a 
portion  of  our  yoath  from  amy  quarter,  weH  de- 
Mtrei  attention^  The  mora  homogeneooi  our  citi- 
■nu  ofto  be  made  in  thgee  partiDalani,  the  gnatewill 
beoorpn^eotof  pennanant  union;  and  a  primair 
tilgeet  of  ineh  a  natianal  fnatilatioa  ahonld  be  Ae 
•dooalioaof  onr  yoadi  in  tha  idatiaa  of  OmerameBt 
In  a  Bepubllc,  irtiat  necoea  <tf  imowMge  can  be 
equally  important  T  and  what  datj  mora  piaidng  on 
hi  Lagialatnn,  tlian  to  patnaiiie  a  plan  for  oommo- 
nicatlng  it  to  thoia  who  are  to  he  the  fntore  guar- 
dian* (^  the  libertie*  of  tha  oonntiy? 

Tha  inilitBtion  of  a  Hilitaij  Academy  ii  alio  re- 
OMnmended  by  oogant  naaooa.  Howerer  pacifio  the 
general  poIJciy  of  a  natfoo  may  be,  It  ought  never  to 
he  without  an  ftdeqnata  rtaek  of  tnllitaiy  knowledge 
for  emergenciea.  The  fint  would  impair  the  energy 
of  ita  ehaiaolar,  and  botii  would  banrd  iti  wfMy,  or 
ezpOM  it  to  icieftter  erib  when  war  could  not  be 
midad  I  beeidU)  that  war  ni^  often  not  depand 
^Mn  it!  own  cb^ce.  In  proportion  a>  tba  obaar*- 
■noa  of  paidfie  maxima  mij^  axampt  a  D«don  &om 
6tt  naoeuity  of  praotidng  tha  rulea  of  the  nUitatT 

art,  01^  to  be  he  care  b ■' 

dog  Improper  •il-*"-'^- 
art    Wliatmru 


war  it  at  OBoa  ctmpraMndve  aodcompliaMadj  that 
It  Amanda  mndi  prerioui  ilndy;  and  that  fin  poa- 
■ela«n  of  it,  in  iti  moit  improved  and  peifoct  tint, 
U  alwajf  of  sieat  moment  to  the  eeoarity  rf  a  tia> 
tiott.  Thii,  therefore,  ongfat  to  be  a  teiiou*  oar*  of 
BTeiyOoveriimeut;  and  for  Ihii  purpoae  an  Atadamj, 
where  a  regular  coone  of  ioatractiOD  i)  giran,  it  la 
obrlimi  expedient,  wbldi  diflbrant  nationa  hate  tue- 
ceerfnlly  en^yed. 

llie  compenaitiana  to  the  offioen  of  tha  United 
Statatio  TBiioaa  Inttanoa^  and  in  none  mora  than  In 


latpeet  to  tha  moat  impcrtant  itatiooj,  appear  to  call 
for  LegiilaliTe  rerltfoD.  Hie  conteqnetioBt  of  ft  de- 
foctlTB  prorlwn  an  of  lerioni  import  to  the  OoTcm- 

If  printa  wealth  it  to  eopply  tha  defect  of  pnbUa 
letribiUioii,  It  will  greatly  contract  the  mhere  within 
whieh  tha  aalection  of  cbaraoter  for  office  ii  to  be 
made,  and  will  proportlonalW  diminiih  tha  probft- 
bOity  of  a  choice  (v  men,  able,  at  well  at  upright 
Beiidei^  that  It  would  ba  repngnant  to  the  vital 
prindplei  of  our  Goramment  rirtoaHy  to  eidnde 
from  poblio  timla,  talenta,  and  Tirtue,  uuleM  aocom~ 
paniedbywaaUb. 

While  In  our  external  relatlona  nma  eeriooi  in- 
OMiTeniencea  and  anbanuMmanti  have  been  orer- 
oome,  and  other*  letMned,  it  I*  with  mnch  pain  and 


nnwelcome  nature  hara  lotaly  ooooned.  Oar  tra& 
hu  KiSta^  and  it  tufbrin^  exton^Te  ii^jnriee  In  die 
Wett  Indiet,  from  the  cmiiart  and  agenti  of  tha 
French  Repablio ;  and  commmiieatlDn*  ^re  bean  t«- 
oeiTed  from  Itt  Minltter  here  which  indicate  the  dan- 
ger of  a  forther  diitoriiaDca  of  our  commerce,  by  Ita 
authority,  and  whidi  aiu,  In  other  re^Mott,  hr  mm 
agreeable. 

It  bat  bee 
In  eonfbnni^  w 
cordial  harmony  and  a  perfoully  Mendlj  undentand- 
tog  with  Aat  Bep«d>lia.  Thb  wWi  ramalni  nn- 
abftted;  and  I  ihall  paiteteie  In  tha  endaMOt  ta 
'  '" extent  of  whatahall  beoco- 


rlth  a  jutt  and 

nd  hooKir  of  onr  oonntiy ;  nor  will  I  eadj 
cherith  the  ezpectatiaii  chat  ft  qilrft  of  jn*- 
Boe,  candor,  and  friendthip  on  the  part  of  the  Ba- 
publlo  will  erentuftlly  aomre  meoeM. 

My  aolidtnde  to  see  thaHilitia  of  die  Unhad  State* 
placed  CO  an  affldent  eatablidiment  hat  beau  BO  oAan 
•tid  BO  ardantiy  aspreaiad  that  I  dull  b«t  barely  re- 
call the  ndgect  to  jour  Tiew  on  die  pteaant  oocadon ; 
at  the  nnne  time  uiat  I  diall  eubmil  to  yonr  iaquii7, 
irtiether  onr'harbor*  are  yet  aoffldendy  meani. 

The  dtutioa  In  whliA  I  now  ttaod,  for  the  leal 
time,  in  the  midat  of  the  BtjireeentatiTet  of  fliapecyla 
of  the  United  Stata^  naturally  racaUi  Um  period 
when  die  adoinittratka  cf  the  pratent  form  of  go*- 


3>  nfiaftt  my  forrant  aiqipll- 
tuler  at  tin  Uidverta  and 


Suna,  Dtembf  7, 1798. 


tarred;  and  that  the  Ooranment  which  U 

inriitutedr 

perpelaaL 

When  the  Fhhidkht  had  ooooloded  his  Ad- 
dren,  he  preMoted  oopieeof  it  totheFBsaiDXiiT 
of  ihe  Beutta  And  the  Sfujxb  of  tiie  Hoow  oi 
JUprcBentativee.  The  PmiDiira  and  the  Sen- 
Bte  then  wlllidrew,  and  the  Sfuzu  took  the 
Ohair.  The  Address  vas  again  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  on  motion,  oommitted  to  a  Oxa- 
mitt«e  of  the  whtde  Home  to>moiToir. 


TBvnSDAT,  Beoember  8, 


peered,  and  t( 
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A.  new  iQember,  'to  wit,  QaoBei  Eoe,  from 
PennsjWftnia,  in  place  of  Dunu.  Heistbs,  re- 
-  Hgned,  appearecl,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
quMed,  and  took  bis  seat.     , 

Addrei  to  tht  Pretident. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Shith,  the  House 

TMkt  into  &  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

Pihidist'b  Addreae,  AcoordinK  to  the  order  of 

the  d»y.    The  Speech  waa  read  hy  the  Clerk. 

Hr.  D.  FoBTXB  moTed  the  following  reeolo' 
tion: 

"RaiJrtd,  That  it 
dMt  a  nwpwtrbl  Add: 
tfw  HtniM  of  BapnmDtativai,  to  tts  Praidrnt  of  tha 
United  Statea,  in  aniwer  to  hi>  Speech  to  both  BtKuu 
if  Coiwna,  at  tha  eommmcement  of  tha  aaauon, 
RBtainiDg  UKOiKiicea  that  thi*  Bonae  will  take  luta 
amoderatioD  the  many  impoitaiit  matten  noom- 
BModsd  to  thcii  attentioti.'' 

Which  was  nnaninioiisly  agreed  to,  and  Mr, 
Aua,  Mr.  Baldwih,  Mr.  UASuoir,  Mr.  Bii- 
SEUTU,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  were  appointed  a 
coounittee  to  draw  op  the  Addrees.  The  com- 
mittee roM,  and  the  resolatioQ  was  adopted  by 
tlteHoDM. 

FsmaT,  December  9. 

DiTiD  BasD,    from   Fennsylratiia,    Josuh 

PisKiB,  from  Virginia,  and   NaTBAii  Bbtah, 

from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  their 

Nata  in  the  Eonse. 

Addrem  to  tht  iVendmt, 

The  S[-KXEBB  add,  that  it  had  been  nsaal  fi>r 
tiw  Honse  to  cotne  to  some  order  on  the  Psasi- 
TOTt'e  Address,  which  was  to  refer  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unieo. 
Od  which  Mr.  Wiuujffl  moved,  that  It  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
riale  of  the  Union,  which  was  done  acoordinglj. 

Mr.  Batuct  moved,  that  a  Committee  of 
Oommerce  and  Hannfactnres  be  appointed, 
when  Mr.  WnuAU  Smtte,  Hr.  Sewau-  Mr. 
Oorr,  Mr.  Pabxsb,  Mr.  Blottkt,  and  Mr.  Dsnr, 
w«re  named  for  that  committee. 

Mr.  Batlxt  then  moved,  that  when  this 
Boose  a^onm,  !t  a^Jonni  till  Monday  at  eleven 
o'dock. 

[The  reaaoB  stated  dnrlne  the  last  session  for 
the  Hooae  not  meeting  to  do  bnnneas  on  Sstar- 
dajs  was,  that  the  standing  oommitteee  were 
DomeroDa,  beeidea  many  special  conunitt«ea  for 
fif&rent  porposes,  whose  bneinesB  was  fre- 
qoentiy  rer^  important  and  tronblesome,  it  was 
tWefbre  neoemar^  that  Saturday  be  allowed 
tbr  the  comn^tteea  to  ait,  else  bosinesa  wonld 
to  roach  ]»otracted,  and  beoome  too  bnrden- 
soDM  on  gentlemen  in  oommittees.] 

MoNDAT,  December  IS. 

Several  other  membe^^  to  wit:  from  New 

Tork,  EowABn  LirmaeToir ;  from  Pennsylvania, 

Anaiw   Qkbuo;     from    Maryland,    Qabrikl 

Chbstib;  tnm  Vir^niA>  Wnxun  B.  Giub, 

Tot.  n.— 2/- 


Ainatxn  Moob*,  nnd  John  Nioholas  ;  and  from 
South  Carolina,  Robbbt  Ooodlob  HabI'Sb,  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats  in  the  Uonae. 

TuxsnAT,  December  IS, 
Two  other  members,  to  wit,  Tbohas  Clak 
BOBNB  and  JoHM  Paoe,  from  Vir^ia,  appeared 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  new  member,  viz:  Wiluah  Btbuswick, 
from  North  Carolina,  in  place  of  Abbaloic  Ta- 
TOM  resigned,  appeared,  produced  his  oredaa- 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Addrti*  to  tht  Pretideiit, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved  for  the  order  of 
the  day  on  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
answer  to  the  Pbksidibt'b  Address. 

Mr.  GiLKs  sud,  that  aa  the  printed  copy  of 
the  answer  was  but  Jost  laid  boFbre  the  Honse, 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld  not  insist  on  his 
motion,  as  be  declared  he  had  not  had  tdme  to 
read  it;  he  wonld  therefore  move  that  it  be  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow, 

Mr,  Pakkbb  seconded  the  motion.  Re  said 
be  was  not  able  to  judge  whether  the  answer 
woold  meet  his  approbation  or  not ;  he  wished 
time  to  be  given  for  the  connder^on  of  it, 

Ur.  W,  SmTH  aaid  he  knew  no  instance  in 
which  the  answer  to  the  PasBnmrr'a  Addrav 
had  been  laid  over,  and  he  thought  it  ought  to 
be  deemtched  with  all  ponible  speed. 

Mr.  Hbath  Bud,  he  hoped  his  ooUeague  wonld 
not  insist  on  his  motion  for  letting  it  lie  over 
till  to-morrow;  he  thought  it  oonla  as  well  ba 
aotad  on  tb-dav. 

Mr.  Amb8  observed,  that  it  wonld  look  Tny 
awkward  to  let  it  lie  over  till  to-morrow,  aa  it 
was  very  nntisoal,  if  not  onpreoedeuted,  80  to 
do ;  he  bought  gentlemen  might  make  up  their 
mioda  aboat  it  if  laid  on  the  table  about  an 
hoar;  thej  oould,  in  Uw  mean  time,  despatch 
other  hosiiiesB,  which  would  come  before  them. 

Mr,  Giub  said,  he  had  experienced  extrraie 
inoonvenienoe  fri«n  gentlemen  preering  for  ft 
subject  before  it  hod  been  matured  io  tlw  minds 
of  membeES ;  he  thought  it  vronld  be  extremdy 
improper  and  nnnsoal,  and  in  its  oonseqaenoes 
disagreeable,  to  go  into  the  snl^eot  before  gen- 
tlemen had  time  to  reflect  on  it. 

Mr.  BriQKEATXs  said,  that  the  more  expe- 
ditions the  House  were  on  the  answer  to  the 
PRBBiumrr'a  Addreaa  the  greater  the  effect  of  it 
would  be.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  there 
would  be  no  delay.  He  had  in  recolleotioa  » 
Message  which  was  received  from  the  Pxm- 
DKBT  respecting  the  Colors  of  the  French  Be- 
pnblic,  at  the  last  session.  Thoae  very  gentle- 
men who  now  wished  a  del^,  then  thonj^t 
that,  to  let  the  snl^^  lie  over,  would,  loee  its 
priucipal  efieot,  alUiough  several  of  the  mem- 
Ders  wished  it  to  lie  over,  and  but  for  one  day. 
Surely  we  have  aa  mnch  respect  for  the  Psm- 
niMT  as  we  have  for  the  French  Repnblio.  He 
really  hoped  the  business  wonld  not  lie  over. 

Mr.  W.  Lnuii  hoped  gentleman  did  not  look 
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npoD  thie  answer  to  the  Ps>sidxht'b  Addra» 
an  merely  complimeotarj.  He  declared  he  took 
it  up  in  a  T«r7  different  light;  lie  viewed  it  as 
of  the  moet  extensive  consequence;  it  related 
to  the  enbjecta  recommended  to. the  notice 
d  the  Eoase  bj  the  Pkxsident,  which  might 
relate  to  the  olter&tion  of  the  laws,  and,  per- 
bape,  to  tjie  forming  new  laws ;  and  could  gen- 
tlemen have  time  to  form  their  minds  on  snch 
an  important  part  of  their  business?  He  had 
only  seen  the  report  thia  morning,  and  hoped 
he  ahonld  hove  time  to  consider  it  before  it 
passed  through  the  House. 

The  fipBAXEB  said,  that  the  snbject  before  the 
House  now  was,  whether  the  nnfinished  business 
Hhontd  be  postponed  in  order  to  make  room  for 
a  Ckimnuttee  of  the  Whole  to  at  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  answer! 

Ur.  Fakeeb  observed,  that  be  oonld  not  say 
whether  he  approved  or  disapproved  of  the 
answer  before  the  Hoose.  He  had  not  read  the 
report ;'  he  therefore  hop^  that  the  onfinished 
business  would  he  taken  np  and  this  postponed : 
he  thought  it  was  too  important  to  be  hastened. 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  be  very  careful  how 
they  committed  themselves  at  a  jnnotnre  so 
critical,  and  on  hasiuess  so  momentous.  We 
had  just  been  told  by  the  Prbsidknt  that  we 
did  not  stand  well  with  the  French  nation ;  M)d 
the  Senate,  in  their  answer,  had  accorded  with 
his  obaervationfi  on  that  subject.  [Mr.  P.  was 
here  informed  that  the  bnsiness  of  tlie  Senate 
onght  not  to  be  introduced  here.*]  He  there- 
fore hoped  a  day  might  be  allowed  to  take  tlie 
■object  into  oonnderation, 

Sr.  WrLLiAus  said,  he  had  searched  and  oonld 
find  no  preoedent  in  the  jonmal  to  enoonrage  a 
delay  of  this  bn»ness.  He  found  that  when  a 
report  was  made  by  the  committee  on  such  an 
oc(«rion,  it  was  usual  to  he  taken  up  by  a  Oom- 
mittee  cf  the  whole  Hoose ;  and  ^  gentlemen 
disagreed  on  the  snbject,  it  shonld  be  reoom- 
mitted  to  the  eune  ooniniitt«e  who  fbrmed  it, 
to  make  snob  alterationa  whereby  4t  may  meet 
more  general  approbation,  or  M  amended  by 
tbe  Honse  and  passed.  He  hoped  no  new  pre- 
cedent wonld  be  made. 

Tbe  Speaksr  agun  observed,  that  the  qnsB- 
tioD  was  on  postponing  the  nofiiiished  bnBmew 
to  take  np  this  report. 

Mr.  W.  SniTH  Bud,  that  if  this  hnsinen  was 
delayed,  it  onght  to  be  for  substantial  reasons. 
The  principal  reason  gentlemen  had  urged  was, 
that  they  had  not  had  time  to  acqoaint  them- 
selves with  the  answer.  How,  then,  he  asked, 
could  thej*  make  their  obeervatjons  on  it  as  they 
had  done?  Tbe  committee  had,  he  thonght. 
drafted  it  in  such  general  terms  that  it  oonld 
not  be  generally  disapproved.  There  are  but 
two  parts  in  which  he  thonght  there  wonld  be 
difiercDces  of  opinion,  vis:  that  which  related 
tu  the  French  Bepubtio,  and  that  which  oom- 
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plimented  the  Prbsibent  for  hie  servioes.     As 

to  the  first,  he  thought  it  so  expressed  as  to 
need  no  delay  in  the  answer.  With  respect  to 
the  latter,  he  hoppd  no  gentleman  would  refuse 
to  pay  a  due  regard  to  the  pBEsmsirr'a  servicea. 

The  Speaker  agdn  informed  the  Honse  what 
was  the  qnestion. 

Mr.  W.  Shuii  swd,  we  onght  not  now  to  t«- 
flect  on  any  thing  we  may  Judge  has  not  l>een 
done  as  we  coold  wish.  Oonld  we  refuse  a 
tribute  of  Kspect  to  a  man  who  had  served  hia 
comitry  so  mnch  ?  Ha  thonght  a  delay  at  pre- 
sent would  hare  a  very  unpleasant  appearance. 
He  hoped  we  shonld  go  into  this  bnaineasimma- 
diately,  agreeably  to  the  former  practice  of  the 
Eonse  on  similar  occasiooa.  Ine  unfinished 
businem  was  j'esterday  postponed  for  want  of 
proper  in&rmation,  and  he  thonght  the  same 
reason  was  yet  in  force  with  respect  to  it.  He 
hoped  nothing  wonld  impede  this  hnsinesA,  lest 
it  should  appear  like  a  want  of  respect  in  na. 
Ha  hoped  to  see  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of 
a  reapecthl  answer  to  the  Ohief  Magistrate^ 
whose  services  we  ought  malonaly  to  acknow- 
ledge, 

Mr.  GiLBEBT  saw  no  reason  to  depart  from  a 

Eractice  which  had  been  nsoal ;  be  therefore 
oped  the  report  might  come  nnder  considera- 
tion to-day.  He  thonght  if  it  laid  on  the  table 
an  honr  or  an  honr  and  a  half,  gentlemen  oonld 
then  be  prepared  to  consider  it 

The  SitAKKB  again  put  the  House  in  mind  of 
the  qnestion. 

Mr.  NiOHous  said,  if  the  bndnesg  was  preas 
ed  too  precipitately,  gentlemen  may  be  sennUe 
of  their  error  when  it  was  too  late.  Many  l>ad 
consequenoee  might  attend  hastening  the  snb- 
ject before  it  was  well  matured.  He  oonld  see 
no  reason  whv  the  business  shonld  be  predpi- 
tated  npon  the  House — a  proper  delay  would 
not  show  any  want  of  refipect  to  the  Pbksidbkt, 
as  some  gentlemen  think.  Wonld  it  he  more 
respectftil  that  an  answer  shonlj  be  sent  by  this 
House,  which,  for  want  of  time,  had  not  been 
snfBelently  oonudered?  Certainly  not.  Far 
more  so  will  it  appear  that  after  mature  deli- 
beration the  members  are  nnanimoos  in  their 
answer.  I  therefore  think  the  oM ect  of  respect 
which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  haa 
in  view  will  be  complete  answered  by  the 
delay. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  preoedent.  I  am 
ashamed  to  hear  them.  There  may  be  no  pre- 
cedent on  the  anlyect.  Bnt  are  we  always  to 
act  by  precedent  ?  There  ia  scarcely  a  circnm- 
Btance  occurs  in  this  House  but  what  is  different 
from  any  that  was  before  it.  The  Prhsidkst'b 
Addressee  to  this  House  are  always  different. 
They  retal«  to  the  circnmstances  of  things  that 
are,  have  been,  and  may  be.  Then,  to  talk  of 
prrcedents  where  things  cannot  be  alike,  is  to 
trammel  men  down  by  mlea  whkh  wonld  b« 
injurious  in  the  issue. 

The  Message  of  the  Pasamnrt  reqwcting  the 
French  Colors  had  been  referred  to.  If  gentle- 
mm  were  then  wrong,  is  that  a  reascai  why  thej 
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Eboold  oootlnne  to  act  wrong !  Bnt  this  cir- 
eomstance  materiallf  differs  from  that.  That 
irts  merely  an  ezpresdoa  of  sentimeat,  which 
oould  at  o&ca  be  det«niiined,  bnt  this  of  eenti- 
ment,  aocompanied  with  de«p  and  aolemn  re- 
flection— it  is  ao  interwoven  with  the  politios  of 
the  coDntiy  as  to  reqmre  great  circmnspeotion. 
I  hope  gentleiDeii  -wvX  not  go  into  it  until  they 
lie  properly  prepared.  I  wish  to  pay  all  po8M- 
Ue  respect  to  the  Chief  Uagistrate,  and  cannot 
(rore  it  better  than  by  a  uncere  dedre  for  an 
nuanimODs  vote  to  the  answer,  which  is  only  to 
be  obtuned  by  proper  deliberation ;  and  urns 
let  him  depart  ttom  his  office  with  credit,  and 
the  eDJoyment  of  oar  best  wishes  in  his  retiro- 

Tlie  question  for  postponing  the  miflnished 
bonnes  to  take  up  this  report  VM  then  pat 
■nd  negatived— 48  to  81. 

'WwDtaSDAT,  Deoember  1^ 
TbomjlB  HEKDnaoK,  from  New  Jersey,  and 
I^oiuB  Habtlkt,  from  Pennsylvania,  speared 
■nd  took  their  seats  in  the  Honsst 

S^«rtiaff  of  tAs  D^Mtti. 

Itx.  V.  SiDTH  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Uoyd  and  Thomas 
Carpenter,  whereupon  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when,  having 
lud  the  report  of  the  oonunittee  to  whom  it 
VIS  referred, 

Ur.  Uaoos  wished  some  gentleman  who  was 
fa)  that  committee,  wonld  be  so  good  as  to  in- 
tern the  Honse  what  wonld  be  theprobable  ex- 
peose,  and  for  what  reason  the  House  should 
go  mto  the  bnsiness.  He  thought  the  expense 
utMetber  nnnetieeaary,  whatever  it  may  b«. 

Ifthe  deb&tee  of  ttus  House  were  to  be  print- 
ed,  and  four  or  five  copies  given,  to  each  mem- 
ber, thw  wonld  employ  au  *e  mails  of  the 
ITnit«d  States.  He  also  adverted  to  the  attempt 
it  the  last  session  to  introdnoe  a  stenographer 
into  the  House,  which  fdled. 

Hr,  Smitb  infbrmed  the  gentleman  that  Mr. 
Uoyd's  eatimat«  of  tbe  expenses  is,  that  he  will 
nq^dy  the  Honse  with  his  reports  at  Ae  rate  of 
twee  cents  per  half  sheet  Wa  calcnlation  is 
ttiat  be  oan  eopply  the  memben  at  the  expense 
of  ibont  $1,000  for  the  aeaaion.  With  respect 
to  tbs  gentlemnn's  reference  to  last  session,  thia 
Wis  materially  difibrent  from  that :  thatmoticm 
was  to  make  the  person  an  o^oer  of  this  House, 
and  at  an  expense  much  greater.  He  thought 
tUs  attempt  wonld  be  of  great  use  to  the  House. 
Begnlar  and  accurate  informatioD  of  the  debates 
in  the  House  wonld  iw  a  very  desirahle  thing ; 
be  therefore  heated  the  reaolation  would  prove 
sgreaaUe  to  tin  Hotue. 

Hr.  WnxuMB  said,  that  the  Honse  need  not 
■■>  into  aaneoessary  expense :  Uie  members  were 
now  ftmished,  morning  and  evening^  wiUi  news- 
pipsrs,  which  4»ntBined  the  debates  j  then  why 
Aoold  tJie  House  wish  for  more  I  If  one  person 
ii  Futioalar  has  the  sale  of  his  debates  to  this 


HoQse,  will  It  not  destroy  the  advantages  any 
other  can  derive  from  it)  We  onght  not  to 
encourage  an  nndertslilng  of  this  kind,  bnt  let  ns 
enoonrage  any  gentleman  to  oome  here  and  take 
down  the  debates.  Last  year  they  were  taken 
down  very  accurately  and  dispersed  throughout 
the  Union. 

By  passing  this  resolution  you  will  destroy 
the  use  of  tne  privilege  to  any  other  than  the 
person  favored  by  this  House.  Whygiveione  a 
privilege  more  than  another  t  He  observed,  it 
had  bMU  oommun  to  ^ve  gentlemen  the  pri- 
vilege to  come  into  the  House  and  take  down 
tlie  debates,  which  hsd  been,  last  year,  delivered 
time  enoD^  to  give  satia&otion  to  the  mem- 

tSi.  TaiTOHEB  said,  he  dionld  widi  fbr  in- 
fonnation  from  the  oommittee  how  many  wsr- 
sona  there  were  to  pnbUsh  debatea,  as  he  tmder- 
stood  there  were  several,  and  the  members  woe 
to  supply  themselves  from  whom  they  pleased. 
He  shonld  likewise  wish  fbr  information,  how 
many  each  member  was  to  have  to  amount  to 
the  valne  of  11,600. 

Kr.  W.  Smith  said,  there  had  been  petjtions 
raouved  from  only  two  pereons—Tbomas  Lloyd 
and  Thomas  Oarpenter.  They  intended,  eaoh 
of  them,  to  publish  the  dehatea.  There  might 
be  others ;  he  knew  not.  There  was  no  inten- 
tion of  giving  any  one  a  preference — gentlemeD' 
could  BubHcribe  for  that  Oiey  approved  of  most. 
At  tiie  osJonlation  of  Mr.  Lloyd  the  memb 
would  have  five  ooines  each  fbr  the  |1,600. 

Mr.  W.Lnuirsud,  the  question  was,  whether 
the  Honse  would  inom-  the  exfrense  of  |l,eOO 
to  supply  the  members  with  ec^ies  or  not  t  He 
thought  there  was  no  need  of  the  expense.  If 
the  House  do  not  think  proper  to  ftimish  the 
members,  they  can  supply  themselves.  A  publi- 
cation of  tbem  is  going  on  at  present,  and  many 
gentlemen  had  Bubscribed  to  it  already. 

Mr.  DUBBOBS  did  not  think  that  fliSOO  thus 
laid  out  wonld  be  expended  to  ths  beet  posrible 
advantage.  From  the  number  of  persms  whleh 
we  see  here  daily  taking  down  debates^  he 
thought  we  might  expect  to  see  a  good  report 
of  the  oocnrrencee  in  Ihe  Honse.  ^ere  was  t 
book  going  about  for  snbsoriptions,  whidi  ti^ 
peared  to  be  welt  encouraged  ;  he  saw  many  of 
the  members'  names  in  it.  He  thought  that,  by 
a  plan  like  that,  the  reports  may  be  as  aoourately 
t^en  as  we  may  have  any  reason  to  expect  & 
tbe  House  incurs  this  expense. 

Mr.  NioHOLu  observed,  that  members  were 
now  served  with  three  newspapers.  Hethon^t 
to  vote  for  this  resolution  on  aooonnt  of  obtun- 
ing  a  more  foil  and  complete  report  than  WM  to 
be  had  in  the  newspapers ;  thus  it  would  snper- 
sede  tbe  necessity  of  taking  so  many  papers.  He 
thought  this  plan  more  usetul  to  the  membera, 
and  generally  of  more  advantage  to  thw'  constl- 
tnents,  as  uiey  could  disperse  those  debates 
where  otherwise  they  would  not  be  seen. 

Mr.  Thatohbb  stud,  if  the  object  of  the  mo- 
tion was  to  supersede  the  receiving  of  newfr 
papers,  he  certainly  should  TOta  against  iL    He 
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did  not  consider  the  main  reaaoD  whj  members 
were  served  with  the  newspapers  was,  that 
they  maj  obtdn  the  dehatea.  No.  He  thought 
it  more  important,  in  their  gt&tlons,  that  thej 
shoald  know  the  occnrrencas  of  the  iaj  from 
the.varions  parts  of  the  United  States  as  well 
as  from  foreign  nations.  Though  he  might 
h,TQr  an  nndertaldng  of  this  kind,  yet  he  would 
give  preference  to  a  newspaper,  li  the;  were  to 
have  the  one  withont  the  other. 

Ur.  Hrath  did  not  wish  that  the  members, 

being  furnished  with  dehatw  agreeabl;  to  the 

' '  )n,  ahonld  supersede  the  receiving  of  news- 


Sspers,  ;et  he  shonld  vote  for  it.  Gentlemen 
ad  Bsid  the  debates  were  token  more  oorreotly 
last  session  than  before,  ;et  he  had  heard  a 
whisper  wbioh  was  going  ifom  North  to  Sonth, 
that  our  debates  are  not  repreaentad  impartiallj. 
He  wished  the  House  and  the  people  to  be  lur- 
nisbed  witli  a  true  report ;  such  a  thing  would 
be  very  nael'ol :  however,  he  did  not  wish  to 
eaoonrage  s  monopolj  to  those  two  persons. 
If  0.  He  would  wish  to  give  an  equal  chance  to 
all  who  choose  to  oome  and  take  them.  Shall 
we  reprece  trutht  I  liope  not;  but  disseminate 
it  as  much  as  possible,  I«st  session,  when  I 
was,  under  the  act  of  Gtod's  providence,  prevent- 
ed from  attending  the  House,  a  member  sent 
for  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  was  to  act 
as  stenographer,  with  whom  the  House  and  a 

Srinter  in  this  citj  were  to  combine.  Warm 
ebates  ensued  on  the  propriety  of  the  measure, 
and  the  gentleman  returned  home  after  the 
motion  was  negalived.  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
not  gmdiK  1,600  dollars  towards  the  support  of 
tmth.  What  we  see  now  in  the  newspapers  is 
taken  from  the  memory,  and  not  by  a  stenogra- 
pher. The  people  will  thank  jou  that  yon  have 
taken  means  to  inveBtigat«  tmth.  If  any  gen- 
tleman can  point  out  a  better  mode  to  obtain 
this  ol^ectj  I  hope  he  will  du  it  that  it  may  be 
adopted ;  till  then  I  shall  support  the  resolatioa 
Mr.  SHXBBUBKm  did  not  tMnk,  with  the  gen- 
tleman laat  up,  that  the  interest  of  the  country 
was  ooDoerned;  the  only  thing  they  were  con- 
cerned in  was  the  payment  of  the  money.  The 
printing  of  this  work  did  not  depend  on  the 
motion  of  this  Honsa  Whether  the  Hoose 
adopt  it  or  not,  the  book  will  be  published.  It 
is  a  matter  of  private  interest ;  a  speonlatdon  in 
the  adventurer,  like  other  publications.  The 
qneatlon,  he  conceived,  meant  only  this :  Should 
tue  members  be  supplied  with  these  pamphlets 
at  the  expense  of  the  public,  or  should  they  put 
their  han^  in  their  own  pockets  and  pay  for 
them  individnally  )  He  thonght  the  House  had 
no^greater  reasons  to  supply  the  members  with 
this  work  than  other  publications ;  they  might 
as  well  be  fbmished  with  the  works  of  Peter 
/'orevpine,  or  the  EigMt  qfMan,  at  the  public 
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:.  W.  Surra  sdd,  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken with  respect  to  the  work  going  on,  whe- 
thM-  eoi^iorted  by  the  House  or  not.  It  was 
true  as  it  respected  the  work  proposed  by  Ur. 
i^arpenter ;  but,  with  respect  to  Ur.  Lloyd,  he 


declared  he  could  not  undertake  it,  except  the 
Honse  would  subscribe  for  five  copies  for  each 
member. 

Ur.  BwANwioE  considered  the  qnestion  to  be 
to  this  effect :  whether  the  debates  be  under 
the  sanction  of  the  House  or  not  I  A  gentle- 
man had  said,  it  will  he  a  great  service  to  the 
pnblio  to  have  a  correct  statement  of  the  de- 
bates. I  think  the  moat  likely  way  to  obtdn 
it  oorrectly  is  to  let  it  rest  on  the  footing  ot 
private  industry.  We  have  a  work,  entitled 
The  Senator,  in  circulation.  I  have  no  donbt 
but  the  publisher  will  find  good  account  In  the 
undertaking.  Why  shonld  the  Honse  tronble 
itself  to  sanction  any  particnlar  work?  Gentle- 
men would  then  have  enough  to  do  every 
morning  in  putting  the  debates  to  rights  before 
they  were  published,  as  they  would  be  pledged  ■ 
to  the  aconrac^  of  the  reports.  I  never  heard 
that,  in  the  Bntish  House  of  Commons  or  Lords, 
such  a  motion  was  ever  made,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  such  in  any  other  country ;  then  why 
should  we  give  our  sanction  and  incur  a  re- 
spoDsibility  for  the  aoonracy  of  it.  He  said  he 
should  vote  against  the  motion,  but  would  en- 
oonrage  such  a  work  while  it  rested  on  the  foot- 
ing of  private  adventure. 

Mr.  Tbatobbb  said,  he  differed  much  from 
the  gentleman  laat  np,  as  it  respected  the  res- 
ponsibility  of  the  House  on  such  a  pnblicalion. 
He  thonght  it  might  as  well  be  said,  tiiat  because 
there  had  been  a  reeolution  for  the  Clerk  to 
flirnish  the  members  of  this  Honse  with  three 
newspapers,  the  House  was  responable  for  the 
truth  of  what  those  newspapers  contained  \  if 
it  was  BO,  he  shonld  erase  his  name  from  hia 
supply  of  them,  as  he  thought,  in  general,  they 
contained  more  lies  than  truth.  Two  consider- 
ations might  reoommend  the  resolution.  It 
would  encourage  the  undertaking,  and  also  odd 
to  the  stock  of  public  information :  on  either  of 
these,  he  would  give  it  bis  assent  Soon  aitei 
he  came  into  the  city,  a  paper  waa  handed  him 
with  proposals  for  a  publication  of  this  kind 
(The  Senator).  He,  with  pleasure,  subscribed 
to  its  support ;  as  to  general  information,  that 
waa  given  already  by  newspapers,  and  though 
each  member  was  to  be  supplied  with  five  copiee, 
yet  very  few  would  fall  uto  hands  where  the 
newspapers  did  not  reach.  The  work  would 
go  forward  at  any  rate.  If  he  thonght  the 
work  depended  on  the  motion,  he  ahould  r^oioe 
to  pve  his  vote  toward  its  aid.  On  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  only  nineteen  gentiemen  voted 
in  favor  o[  the  resolution;  it  waa  therefore 
negatived. 

The  oommittoe  then  rose,  snd  the  House  to(& 
up  the  resolution. 

til,  Thatcbkr  observed,  the  question  waa 

Snt  while  he  waa  inattentive :  he  wished  It  to 
e  over  till  to-morrow. 

Ur.  GiLB8  wished  to  indulge  the  gentieman 
in  hisdenre. 

Ur.  Thatcheb  then  moved  for  the  vote  of 
the  House,  whether  the  report  of  the  Oonunit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  be  postponed.     Twenty-fbnT 
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■a  DDly  appearing  fbr  tbe  postpooement, 
it  was  n^atiTed. 

Tbe  qneatioQ  was  then  pnt,  whether  the 
Hoase  Sffreed  to  the  report  of  the  Oonimittee 
of  the  Wliole  and  disagi^ed  with  the  report  of 
tbe  select  oomrnittee;   which  appeued  m  t' 
** "—      The  motion  was  therefore  lost. 


[H.OFR 


aSnnatiTe. 


Addrem  to  the  Pruidant. 
The  House  again  reeoWed  itself  Into  a  Oom- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Answer  to  the 
P^khwht's  Address;  when  the  Answer  re- 
ported by  tbe  select  committee  was  read  by 
the  Clerk,  and  then  in  paragraphs  bj  the  Chair' 
man,  which  is  as  follows ; 

Sib  ;  The  Hctdm  of  KepicwntstiTet  havs  attended 
tn  ynar  oranniiimcatian  mpectin^  tJi«  vtate  of  oar 
o^zAij,  with  all  tbe  ■endbilit;  that  the  contempl*- 
tiiiii  of  the  mtgeet  udawiueof  duty  caa  insjiEra. 

We  are  gntiGal  by  the  iaTannatioD  that  meamrsa 
ealoilatad  to  CDtnn  >  conliiniaDee  of  the  friondehip  of 
tl|>  lodiaiu^  and  to  malntiuii  the  traaqoilli^  of  the 
atrior  frontier,  hare  been  adopted  ;  and  we  indolge 
the  hope  Aat  Aase,  by  impreadng  the  Indiiui  tribet 
■ith  iBMv  correct  eouMptioiu  of  Che  jmtice,  ei  well 
up^wei of  tbe  United  Stalei,  will  be  attended  with 

While  ««  notice,  widi  ntMhotion,  the  ttepa  that 
jon  ban  taken  in  pnrvDaiice  of  the  late  treatie* 
with  Hveral  foreign  natiana,  tbe  libetatioa  of 
cituent  who  were  priaooen  at  Algiers  U  a  mtject  of 
peculiar  felicitation.  iCe  jhaU  cbeartiilly  co-operate 
n  aoj  further  meamres  that  idiall  appear,  on  oonsd 
MBtioii,  to  be  reqniiite. 

We  bavv  erer  concnned  with  jron  in  the  moat  nn 
«ara  and  Diuronn  dispacidon  to  prenrrs  onr  neatra 
rdatioDj  iuTiolale ;  and  it  ii,  of  cootm,  with  aniia^ 
and  deep  regivt  we  hear  that  any  interraption  a 
oar  hannooy  with  the  Freoch  KepnUic  baa  oocoired 
fiv  we  feel  with  jua  and  with  our  conititnenta  the 
mdial  and  onatated  wish  to  maintain  a  perfectly 
friendly  nndertfandtog  with  that  nation.  Your  on- 
daaron  to  hlfiltbat  widi,  (jmdbg  alUciiorabltmtaiu 

''~~  "■*' u/andaf- 

•  -die. 


while  va  paitidpata  ia  the  fidl  reliance  yon  have 
■inaaed  on  the  patriodam,  Klf-tupect,  and  fbrti- 
tade  of  oar  coantryman,  we  oheriih  the  pleating  h<^ 
that  a  BirfiuJ  qurit  of  jnatice  and  moderation  on  tit 
wwtaf  A*  RepMie  wffi  eniare  the  ncoeii  of  your 


When  we  advert  to  flie  intenal  litnation  of  the 
Ihitel  State*,  we  deem  it  equally  natural  and  becom- 
es to  coopare  the  tranqnOproaperity  of  the  ddzen* 
«idi  tbe  period  immediately  anteoedsot  to  the  opera- 
Iko  of  the  Qmremment,  and  to  e<»itraat  !t  wl^  tbe 
falamlfira  En  which  tbe  ttate  of  war  atni  iDvolTea 
anaal  of  the  European  natiom,  aa  the  reSectiona 
itidnead  from  both  tend  to  joatify,  ai  well  aa  to  eicita, 
a  warmer  admiratjoD  of  our  free  conatitution,  and  to 
nah  oar  minda  to  a  more  fervent  and  grateful  aenie 
«f  piety  lowanla  Almighty  God  for  the  beneScence  of 
Hia  pfotideno*^  by  wUcb  ' ' 


lua  pfotideno*^  by  which  ita  admi 

^iiharto  ao  remanably  diatingoial 

Aad  while  we  entertaiii  a  grate 


ihed. 


yonrwiae,  firm,  and  patriotio  AdmlniatratioD  haa  been 
aignally  condndva  to  the  anccesa  of  the  preient  fonn 
of  QoTerament,  we  cannot  forbear  to  eipreu  the 
deep  aenaationi  of  regret  with  which  we  oontomphtto 
your  intended  retirement  fhim  office. 

Aa  no  other  luitable  oocaaioa  may  occur,  we  can- 
not mfler  the  preaenC  to  pass  witboat  attemptinfc  to 
diiclaae  aoma  of  the  emotions  which  it  cannot  foil  to 

Tbe  gratitude  and  admliatlan  of  ytaa  conntrymsn 
are  atill  drawn  to  the  recollection  of  thoaa  reaplen- 
dent  Tirtuei  and  talenta  which  were  lo  eminently 
inilrnmental  to  the  achievement  of  the  Revolution, 
and  of  which  tbat  glorioni  event  irfll  ever  be  tbe 
memorial.  Yonr  obedienoe  to  the  voice  of  doty  and 
your  connliy,  when  joo  quitted  relnotantly  a  aecond 
time  the  rotpeat  you  had  chDnn,  and  fiiat  accepted 
the  Prendenoy,  afforded  a  new  proof  of  the  devoted- 
neaaofjoor  lealiniti  lervice,  and  an  eameit  of  tbe 
patriotism  and  auoceaa  whioh  have  cbaracteriiodyonr 
Adminiatration.  As  the  grateful  conSdeuce  of  the 
ciliiana  iu  the  virtues  of  Uietr  Chief  Maj^atrate  haa 
eaaenCially  contribnted  to  thai  ancceaa,  we  penoada 
onnelvss  that  the  millions  whom  we  repieaent  parti- 
cipate with  ua  iu  the  anxious  aolidtode  of  the  pre- 


Yet  we  cannot  be  nnmdndfnl  that  tout  moderation 
and  magnanimi^,  twice  displaj-ed  bv  retiriug  from 
your  exalted  atation^  aSbrd  examples  no  leaa  ran 
and  ioatruotive  to  mankind  than  valuable  to  a  R». 
poblic 

Altfaoagh  we  are  aenaibls  that  thia  event,  of  itaelf, 
oompletea  tbe  Instie  of  a  character  already  con5[rfcn- 
onsly  unrivalled  by  the  coinoidence  of  virtne,  talenta^ 
incceas,  and  public  eattmation,  yet  we  conceive  tbat 
we  owe  it  to  TOO,  air,  and  atill  moiv  emphatically  to 
ourselves  and  to  our  nation  (of  the  langaage  of  wboae 
heotts  we  presume  to  think  onrselvea  at  thIa  moment 
the  faithful  interpreters)  to  express  the  aentiments 
with  which  it  is  contemplated. 

Hie  spectacle  of  a  whole  nation,  the  freest  aad 
moM  enlightonod  in  the  world,  offering  by  its  Repre- 
sentatives the  tribute  of  unfeigned  approbation  to  its 
first  dtiien,  however  novel  and  iulereslditg  it  may 
be,  derives  all  Its  lostre — a  lustre  which  accident  or 
enthnaiasm  conld  not  bestow,  and  which  adulation 
would  tamish — fiom  the  tranaoendent  merit  of  which 
it  is  the  volnntaty  testimony. 

May  yon  long  enjoy  that  liber^  whioh  is  so  dear 
you,  and  to  which  your  name  will    ever   be  so 
dear.    May  yoor  own  virtues  and  a  nation's  prayer* 
obtain  the  happiest  aunahioe  Ibr  the  dcoline  of  yonr 
''-<t  and  the  choicest  of  fnture  bleadnBa.       For  your 
intiy's  sate — for  the  sake  of  RepuUican  liberty — 
is  onr  earnest  wish  that  yonr   example  may  be 
tbe  guide  of  your  snocessora  ;  and  thas,  after  being 
the  ornament  and  safeguard  of  the  present  age,  ho- 
me flie  patrimony  of  onr  descendants. 
Ur.    Tksablk    observed,    on    a  paro^pb 
wherein  it  speaks  of  tbe  "  tronqaillity  of  tne 
interior  frontier,"  be  did  not  know  what  was 
tbe  meaning  of  the  expression :  be  moved  to 
insert  "  Western  frontier  "  in  its  stead. 

Hr.  AuBB  observed  that  the  words  of  the  re- 
port are  in  the  Pbksidknt'h  Speech ;  however, 
be  thoaght  tbe  amendment  a  gooA  one.  It  then 

In  tbe  Ibnrtb  paragraph  are  these  words; 
"  Yonr  endeavors  to  fufil  tbat  wish  cannot  &)L 
therefore,  tointsrestonr  attention."  At  the  word 
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"  wialk,"  Mr.  Gilxs  proposed  to  iiwert  tbeee 
words:  "and  hj  all  bonorable  meana  to  pr&- 
urre  peace,  and  reetoro  that  harmony  and  af- 
fection which  hBTe  heretofore  w  happily  Bob- 
dstod  between  the  French  Republic  and  this 
OOnntTT ; "  and  strike  oat  the  words  that  follow 
"wish"  in  that  paragraph.  He  said,  his  reasons 
fi>T  moving  this  amendment  were  to  avoid  its 
oonsaqnenoes.  Be  really  wished  the  report  en- 
tirely recommitted,  as  there  were  many  objec- 
tionable parts  in  it.  He  hod  been  very  seriously 
Impressed  with  the  consequences  Uiat  woold 
resblt  irom  a  wot  with  the  French  BepnbUc 
When  I  reflect,  said  Mr,  O.,  on  the  calamities 
of  war  in  general,  I  shndder  at  the  thought ; 
bnt,  to  oonceivfl  of  the  danger  of  a  French  war 
in  particular,  it  onta  mo  still  closer.  When  I 
think  what  many  gentlemen  in  mercantile  sit- 
aationa  now  feel,  and  the  dreadful  stop  pnt  to 
oommerce,  I  feel  the  most  sincere  desire  to  cnl- 
tivate  harmony  and  good  nnderstanding.  I  see 
redoabled  motives  to  show  the  world  that  we 
•re  in  favor  of  a  preservation  of  peace  and  har- 

Hr.  W.  Sura  said,  he  shoold  not  object  to 
the  amendment;  but  he  thooght  it  only  an 
ampliflcatioD  of  a  sentiment  just  before  express- 
ed. He  did  not  see  any  advantage  in  Qxe  senti- 
ment as  dilated,  nor  ooold  he  see  any  iifjary 
which  ootdd  aocrne  from  it.    He  hoped  every 

Ctleman  in  the  Hoose  wished  as  dnoerely 
the  preservation  (tf  peace  as  that  gentle- 
man did. 

Ur,  Ahes  i^hed  to  know  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  whether  he  meant  to  strike  out 
the  latter  part  of  this  paragraph ;  if  he  did,  he 
Woald  oltject  to  it. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  strike  ont 
anv  more  of  this  paragraph. 

Mr.  AicEs  wished  it  not  to  be  struck  out.  By 
the  amendment  to  strike  out,  we  ahow  the  de- 
pendence we  place  on  the  power  and  protection 
of  the  French.  While  we  declare  onrselvw 
weak  by  the  act,  we  loee  the  reconrse  to  onr 
own  patriotism,  and  fly,  acknowledging  an  of- 
fence never  committed,  to  the  French  for  peace. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  woold  be  oandid  npon 
this  oocarion. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  he  only  wished  this  Hoose  to 
express  their  most  mnoere  and  nneqnivocal 
desire  in  &vor  of  peace,  and  not  merely  to  leave 
it  to  the  PsEBiDBirT.  He  sdd,  he  had  spoken 
npon  this  occasion  as  he  always  had  done  on 
this  floor.  He  always  had,  and  he  hoped  ^ways 
should  state  his  opinions  apon  every  satyect 
with  pliunness  and  condor. 

The  amendment  passed  nnsnimonsly. 

Mr,  GiLBS  then  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  same  paragraph  which 
wocld  make  it  read  tbos;  "We  cherish  the 
pleasing  hope  that  a  spirit  of  mutuol  Justice  and 
moderation  will  ensnre  the  saccoas  of  your  per- 
severance." The  amendment  was  to  insert  the 
word  "  matoal."  He  thought  we  ouglit  to  dis- 
play a  m>irit  of  Justice  and  moderation  as  well 
■a  the  French.    This  amendment,  he  thongbt, 
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would  Boft«n  the  expression,  and,  acting  with 
that  spirit  of  jOBtioe  and  moderation,  accom- 
plish a  reconciliation.  The  amendment  was 
adopted. 

On  the  Chairman's  reading  the  last  paragraph 
except  one  In  the  report,  which  reads  thns: 
"  The  spectacle  of  a  whole  nation,  the/reat  and 
mott  enlightened  in  tie  u?orM,"  Mr.  Pajikes 
moved  to  strike  ont  the  words  in  italic.  Al- 
though, said  he,  I  wish  to  believe  that  we  are 
the  freest  people,  and  the  most  enlightened 
people  in  the  world,  it  is  enoo^h  that  we  think  - 
ourselves  so ;  it  is  not  becoming  in  ns  to  make 
the  declaration  to  the  world ;  and  if  we  ore  not 
it  is  stilt  worse  for  as  to  snppoae  onrselvea 
what  we  are  not, 

Mr,  HajBFSB  said  he  bad  a  motion  of  amend* 
ment  in  his  hand  which  wonld  anperMde  the 
necessity  of  the  last  made,  which,  if  In  order,  he 
wonld  propose;  it  was  to  insert  words  more 
simple.  He  thought  the  more  rimple,  the  more 
agreeable  to  the  pnblic  ear.  His  amendment,  he 
tbongbt,  would  add  to  the  el^ance  and  concise- 
ness of  the  expres^on.  He  did  not  disapprove 
of  the  Address  as  it  now  stood,  but  he  thonght 
it  might  be  amended.  This,  he  said,  wonld  add 
to  the  dignity,  as  well  as  to  the  simplicity  of 
the  expression.  He  thought  it  wonld  be  im- 
proper to  give  too  mncn  scope  to  filing: 
amplitade  of  expr^on  frequently  weakens  an 
idea. 

Ur.  GnzB  t^d  he  saw  many  objectionable 
parts  in  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tieman  Jnst  sat  down.  He  wished  to  strike  ont 
two  paragraphs  more  than  Ur.  Babper  had 
prapo«ed ;  indeed,  he  wished  tbe  whole  to  be 
recommitted,  that  it  might  be  formed  more 
congenial  to  the  wishes  of  the  Eonse  in  general, 
and  not  less  agreeable  to  the  person  to  be  ad- 
dressed. ' 

Ur,  Smith  observed,  that  as  the  answer  had 
been  read  by  paragraphs  nearly  to  the  close, 
he  thonght  it  very  much  ont  of  order  to  retnm 
to  parts  so  distant. 

The  Ohturman  said  that  no  paragraph  on 
which  an  amendment  hod  been  made  conld  be 
retomed  to;  bnt  where  no  amendment  hod 
been  mode,  it  was  quite  ooiunstent  with  order 
to  propose  any  one  gentlenoan  may  think  pro- 
per, 

Mr.  W,  SuTTH  opposed  sinking  ont  an;^  para* 
graph.  It  was,  he  aaid,  the  li^t  occasion  we 
should  have  to  address  that  great  man,  who  had 
done  so  much  servioe  to  his  oonntry.  The 
warmth  of  expression  in  the  answer  was  only 
an  evidence  of  the  gratitode  of  this  Honse  for 
his  character.  When  we  reflect  on  the  glowing 
language  ased  at  the  time  when  he  accepted  of 
the  office  of  Tssanasr,  and  at  his  re-election 
to  tiiat  office,  why,  asked  he,  ought  not  tlie 
language  of  this  Honse  to  be  oe  fnl!  of  respect 
and  gratitade  now  as  then?  particnlorlj- wlicn 
we  oonrider  the  addresses  now  flowing  in  fmra 
all  parts  of  the  country,  1  object  to  the  manner 
of  gentlemen's  amendments  as  proposed,  to 
strike  oat  all  in  a  mass.  If  the  sentiments  wcr« 
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■gneable  to  the  tninds  of  th«  Hoomi,  why 
wut«  our  time  to  alter  mere  expressiona  wbile 
the  sentimoat  ia  preserved)  No  doubt  every 
fentlemftn's  inRiiner  of  expressioii  differed, 
while  their  general  ideoa  might  be  the  Bame. 
He  hoped  mere  form  of  expreseioD  would  not 
cause  its  recommitinent. 

Mr.  Gn.Ba  did  not  object  to  a  reipeotftil  and 
eomplimeotary  Address  beiag  sent  to  the  Pbb- 
emiST,  yet  he   thought  we  ought  not  to  oarry 
ear  expressions  out  of  tbe  bouuds  of  modera- 
tion; he  hoped  ire  should  adhere  to  troth.    He 
objected  to  aome  of  tbe  eipressiooB  in  those 
puagrapha,  for  which  reason  he  moved  to  have 
the    paragraphs    struck    out,   in   order   to  be 
■loerided  by  the  committee.    He  wished  to  act 
w  re^>ectKd  to  the  Fkcsidrnt  ob  any  geatle- 
min,  but  he  observed  mauy  parts  of  the  Ad- 
bvm  which  were  objectionable.     It  is  nnaat- 
nnl  and  nnbecomiug  in  ns  to  exnlt  in  our 
tDperior  happineeB,  light,  or  wisdom.     It  ia  not 
■t  all  necesaarr  that  we  should  exnlt  ia  our 
advantages,  and  thos  re&ect  on  the  mduqipy 
fitaation   of   nations   in  their  trooblee;    it  is 
insoltiug  to  them.    If  we  are  thus  happy  it  is 
well  for   OB ;    it   b  neoeasary  that  we  should 
cqjoy  our  happiness,  but  not  boast  of  it  to  all 
tbe  wwld,  and  insult  their  unhappy  sitnation. 

As  to  those  parts  of  the  Address  whioh  qieak 
fi  the  wisdom  and  fimmeas  of  the  PBKaioBnT, 
he  most  object  to  thorn.  On  reflection,  be  ooold 
•ee  a  want  of  wisdom  and  firmneas  in  tbe  Ad- 
miimtration  for  the  last  six  years.  I  may  be 
SDgnlar  in  my  ideas,  s^d  he,  but  I  believe  onr 
Administration  has  been  neitjier  wise  nor  firm. 
I  believe,  ur,  a  want  of  wisdom  and  finunesB 
his  broogbt  this  coontry  into  tbe  present 
«'■"""' C  sitoationL  If  after  suoh  a  view  of  the 
Adminigtntion,  I  was  to  come  into  this  House 
■od  show  tbe  oonfrary  by  a  quiet  acquieaoenoe, 
gentlemen  would  think  me  a  very  fnconristent 
dtaracter.  If  we  take  a  view  of  our  foreign  re- 
ktiona,  we  ahall  see  no  reason  to  exult  in  tbe 
wiidom  or  firmneas  of  onr  Administralion.  He 
tkoogfat  nothing  so  mnoh  as  a  want  of  that 
wisdom  and  Snnaess  had  brought  as  to  the  cri- 
tical ntnation  iu  which  we  now  stuid. 

If  it  had  been  the  will  of  gentlemen  to  have 
been  satisfled  with  placing  the  PsisiDBtiT  in 
tbe  highest  possible  p<Hnt  of  ren>ect  amongst 
ncn,  the  vote  of  the  House  would  have  been 
ounimoDs,  but  the  proposal  of  suoh  adulation 
eonld  never  expect  snccess.  If  we  take  a  view 
fate  our  internal  mtoation,  and  behold  the 
rained  state  of  pabUo  and  private  credit,  less 
BOW  than  periuqM  at  any  former  period  how- 
ever, he  never  conld  recollect  it  so  deranged. 
If  we  eorvey  this  city,  what  a  shHrnefo!  scene  it 
•lone  exhibit^  owing,  as  he  supposed,  to  the 
immeoie  qiuuiti^  of  paper  issued.  Surely  this 
could  afford  no  gronod  for  admiration  of  the 
Administration  that  caused  ft. 

I  most  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  Oilbb,  that  I 
U)  one  of  those  who  do  not  think  so  moch  of 
tbs  PoaatDKirT  as  eonte  others  do.  When  the 
FnsDicrr  retires  from  bis  present  atation,  I 


wish  him  to  enjoy  all  posaible  happini 
wiBhhimtoretire,and  that  this  was  them 
of  his  retirement.   He  thought  the  Government 

of  the  United  States  oould  go  on  very  well 
without  him;  and  be  thought  he  would  enjoy 
more  happiness  In  his  retirement  than  he  pos- 
sibly could  in  his  present  ntnatlon.  What  ca- 
lamities would  attend  the  United  Statee,  and 
bow  short  the  dnration  of  its  Independence,  if 
one  man  alone  can  be  fbnnd  to  All  that  oapa- 
city  I  He  thoneht  there  were  thousands  of 
oltizenB  in  the  United  States  able  to  fill  that 


t  with  credit  and  advantage.  Althongh 
mnoh  had  been  said,  and  that  by  many  people, 
about  his  intended  retirement,  yet  be  most  ao-  < 
knowledge  he  felt  no  unoomforteble  aensations 
about  it ;  he  must  express  his  own  feelings,  he 
was  perfectly  easy  in  prospect  of  the  event  He 
wished  the  Fbebiskht  as  mnoh  happiness  as  any 
man.  He  declared  he  did  not  regret  his  re- 
treat; he  wished  him  quietly  at  Ms  seat  at 
Uonnt  Vernon ;  he  thought  he  would  eifjov 
more  happiness  there  than  in  public  life.  It 
will  be  very  extraordinary  if  gentlemen,  whose 
names  in  the  yeas  and  nays  are  found  in  opposi- 
tion to  certain  prominent  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, should  come  forward  and  approve 
those  measorea ;  this  we  ooold  not  expect.  He 
retained  an  opinion  he  hod  always  seen  reason 
to  support,  and  no  infinence  under  Heaven 
should  prevent  him  expressing  his  established 
sentiments;  ondhethonght  the  aoiUe  opinions 
wonid  soon  meet  general  ooDourrenoe.  He 
hoped  gentlemen  would  compliment  the  Pbsbi- 
DBNT  privately,  as  individnals ;  at  the  same 
time,  he  hoped  snoh  adulation  would  never  per- 
vade that  House. 

I  mnst  make  some  observation,  said  Ur.  O- 
on  the  last  paragraph  but  one^  where  we  call 
onreelvee  "  die  fi-oest  and  moat  enlightened  na- 
tion in  the  world : "  indeed,  the  whole  of  that 
paragraph  is  objectionable;  I  disapprove  the 
wholeofit.  Iflamfree,iflamhappy,  if  lam 
enlighteDed  more  than  others,  I  wish  not  to 
prod^  it  on  the  house  top ;  if  we  are  free,  It 
ia  not  pmdent  to  declare  it ;  if  enlightened,  it 
is  not  OUT  duty  in  this  House  to  tmmpet  it  to 
the  world ;  it  is  no  Legislative  concern.  If 
gentlemen  will  examine  the  paragraph,  {refer- 
ring to  that  oont^ned  in  the  parentheeis,]  it 
seems  to  prove  that  the  gentleman  who  drew  it 
up  was  going  into  the  field  of  adulation ;  which 
would  tarnish  a  private  cbaraoter,  I  do  think 
this  kind  of  affection  the  PKBeiDEin  gains  noth- 
ing from.  The  many  long  Addresses  we  hear 
of,  add  nothing  to  the  lostre  of  his  character. 
In  the  honor  we  may  attempt  to  give  to  others 
we  may  hurt  onrselvea.  This  may  prove  a 
self-destroyer ;  by  relying  too  mnoh  on  adminis- 
tration, we  may  rely  too  little  on  our  own 
strength. 

Ur.  SrroRB&VES  sud,  that  whatever  diviaOD 
of  the  question  gentlemen  would  propose,  wai 
inditfereot  to  him;  the  words  of  too  answet 
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were  perfeotlj  congenial  with  bis  nisbeB,  and 
he  was  prepared  to  gire  bis  oppoution  to  anj  of 
the  amendments  proposed.  On  mature  deliberar- 
tion,  there  was  not  a  seDtiment  in  the  report 
bnt  he  highly  approved.  He  conld  not  see  any 
thing  nnnataral  or  nnbecomiog  in  drawing  just 
oomporiBODs  of  OttT  sitnatioa  with  that  of  oar 
neighbora;  this  is  the  only  waf  we  can  form  a 
joBt  Tiew  of  our  own  happiness.  It  is  a  verj 
neceasoiy  way  to  come  to  a  right  knowledge  of 
OUT  own  aitnation  b;  comparing  it  with  that  of 
other  nations.  He  wonld  not  reproaoh  another 
people  becaoae  thejr  are  not  bo  happy  as  we  are ; 
t>nt  he  thonght  drawing  simple  compaiiaona  in 
the  way  of  the  report  was  no  reproach.  He 
was  not  agunst  bringing  the  comparison  down 
,  to  private  life,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
bad  done;  he  should  think  it  wrong  in  a  man 
to  exalt  over  his  neighbor  who  was  diatreased 
or  ignorant,  because  himself  was  wealthy  or 
wise.  Tet  he  saw  no  impropriety  in  hia  own 
&mily  of  speaking  of  their  happiness  and  ad- 
vantages, compared  with  that  of  others ;  it 
wonld  awaken  in  them  a  gratefiil  sense  of  their 
snperior  ei^oymenttL  while  it  pointed  out  the 
fonlta  and  folliea  of  osiers,  only  in  order  that 
those  he  had  the  care  of  may  learn  to  avoid 
them :  thna  while  onr  happiness  is  pointed  out, 
the  miseries  of  nations  involved  in  distress  are 
delineated  to  serve  aa  beacons  for  the  United 
States  to  steer  clear  of.    He  did  not,  with  the 


of  the  wisdom  or  firmness  of  tlie  Administra- 
tion of  America,  In  the  langaage  of  the  Ad- 
dress, he  entert^ned  a  very  nigh  opinion  of  it, 
"  a  grateful  conviction  that  the  wise,  firm,  and 

C'  'otio  Administration  of  the  FamnaNT  had 
signally  condadve  to  the  soocees  of  the 
present  form  of  Government."  Such  language 
aa  this  is  the  only  reward  which  can  be  given 
by  a  grateful  people  for  labors  so  eminently 
oaeM  as  those  of  the  Tbxbwxkt  hod  txien. 
This  was  not  his  sentiment  merely,  it  was  the 
sentiment  of  the  people  of  America.  Every 
public  body  were  conveying  their  sentiments  ot 
gratitude  thronghont  ths  whole  extent  of  the 
Union.  Why  then  should  this  Honse  aSeot  a 
singnlaritr,  when  onr  silence  on  these  points 
wmd  only  conrey  reproaoh  instead  of  reqiect. 
If  tiieee  sentiments  were  tme,  why  not  exprea 
them  f  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  what  tlie  gen- 
deman  eHaerted,  that  the  Adnunietration  of  the 
President  had  been  neither  wise,  firm,  nor 
patriotic,  then  he  wonld  ooncor  with  the  mo- 
tion for  atriking  out ;  bat  he  was  not  oonvinoed 
of  the  truth  1^  this  saeertion;  and  while  this 
is  not  proved,  he  shonld  vote  agunst  the  mo- 
Mr.  B1TSKEA.VBB  sdd,  he  conld  not  agree  with 
the  jnotion  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina,  (Hr.  Hahpsb,)  because  his  motion  was  for 
snbatituting  other  words  in  the  place  of  those 
in  the  report,  withont  any  reason  whatever.  If 
the  gentleman,  by  a]t«riDg  the  phraseology,  c 
make  the  sentiment  any  better,  by  all  mes 
let  it  be  done ;  bnt  if  the  sentiment  is  not  to 


changed,  why  alter  it  merely  to  snlntitote  other 
words!  On  the  whole,  Mr.  8.  observed,  that 
he  did  not  see  the  answer  conld  in  any  degree 
be  reproached.  There  are  no  aentimenta  in  it 
but  what  arejnatifisble  on  the  ^nnd  of  truth; 
they  are  free  Irom  adulation.  It  is  snch  an  ez- 
presaion  of  national  regret  and  gratitude  as  the 
circumstance  calls  for ;  a  regret  at  the  retire- 
ment of  a  fidthful  and  patriotic  Chief  Uacistrale 
from  office.  A  regret  and  gratitude  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  sentiment  of  Americans. 
Mr.  Swuiwioi  began  by  observing  that  there 
ere  points  in  the  Address  in  which  all  gentie- 
roen  seemed  to  agree,  while  on  other  parts  they 
cannot  agree.  We  all  agree  in  onr  desire  to  pay 
the  PKRanann  every  possible  mark  of  respect ; 
but  we  very  materially  disagree  wherein  a  com- 
parison is  drawn  t>etween  this  and  foreign  na- 
if we  are  happy  and  other  nations  are 
it  is  but  well  for  ns ;  hut  he  thought  it 
wonld  be  mnoh  more  prudent  in  ns  to  let  other 
nations  disoover  it,  and  not  make  a  boast  of  it 
onrselvce.  It  is  very  likely  that  those  nations 
whom  we  commiserate  may  think  themselvea 
as  happy  as  we  are :  they  m^y  feel  offended  to 
hear  of  onr  comparisons.    If  we  refer  to  the 


and  most  prosperous  nation  upon  earth.  How 
then  can  we  commiserate  with  it  ab  an  nnfor- 
tunate  oonntry  I  If,  again,  we  look  to  France, 
that  country  which  we  have  pointed  oat  as  fhll 
of  wretchedness  and  distress,  jet  we  hear  them 
boast  of  their  aaperiority  of  light  and  fVeedom, 
and  we  have  reason  to  believe  not  withont 
fonndaljon.  A  gentleman  had  talked  about  the 
floorishing  state  of  onr  agriculture,  and  asserted 
that  onr  late  commercifd  calamides  were  not 
proofs  of  onr  want  of  prosperity,  which  the 
gentleman  compared  to  specks  in  the  son.  That 
gentleman  speaks  as  though  he  hved  at  a  dis- 
tance. Has  he  heard  of  no  commercial  distreeses, 
when  violadons  so  unprecedented  have  of  late 
occurred  t  One  merchant  has  to  look  for  hia 
property  at  Halifax,  another  at  Berronda, 
another  at  Oape  Francoise,  another  at  Oonaives, 
&o. ;  all  agree  that  they  have  suffered,  and  that 
by  the  war.  These  are  distresses  gentlemea 
would  not  like  to  feel  themselves.  Mr.  8.  said 
he  had  felt  for  these  occurrences.  We  are  not 
exempt  from  troubles :  probably  we  may  have 
suffered  as  mnoh  as  other  nations  who  are  in- 
volved in  the  war.  It  is  B  question  whether 
Franca  has  been  distressed  at  all  by  the  war. 
She  has  collected  gold  and  silver  h 


most  valnabie  stores  of  the  prodnotions  of  the 
arta;  asstatnea,  paintings,  and  manoscriptsof 
inestimable  worth ;  and  at  sea  has  taken  far 
more  in  value  than  she  Iws  lost;  besides,  her 
armies  are  sab^ting  on  the  reqnisitlons  her 
victories  obtein.  And  has  England  gained 
ithing  by  the  war  t  If  we  hearken  to  Mr.  Pitt, 


Ceylon,  and  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope,  the  key  to 
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Oe  East  ladies,  are  advantages  gaiaed ;  besides 
tbe  quantity  of  Bhipping  taken  from  our  mer- 
ehiuts.  Mr.  S.  thought  if  we  were  to  compare, 
we  shonld  find  those  nations  hod  gaioed  by  the 
wtt,  while  we  hod  lost ;  and  of  oonrae  there 
was  no  reason  for  uh  to  boast  of  oar  advan- 
tues. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  next  rose,  and  observed  that 
gentlemen  wished  to  compliment  theFBESiDKirT, 
bat  tout  away  every  point  on  which  encominm 
could  be  groanded.  One  denies  the  prosperity 
rf  the  country,  another  the  free  and  enlightened 
d^e  of  the  country,  and  another  refuses  tbe 
PsisiDE^rr  the  epithet  of  wise  and  patriotic. 

Mr.  Gti.£S  here  rose  to  explain.  If  he  was 
meant,  he  must  think  the  gentlemaa  was 
wrong  in  his  application.  He  eaiH  ha  had  never 
harbored  a  suspicion  of  the  good  intentions  of 
the  Pbksideht,  nor  did  he  deny  his  patriotism ; 
bat  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  his  Administra- 
tion be  bad  doobted.  He  thooght  him  a  good 
meaning  man,  but  often  misled. 

Mr.  SwTH  again  rose,  and  said,  he  must 
fcsB  himself  at  a  loss  for  that  refinement  to  dis- 
cover between  the  wisdom  and  patriolJBmof  the 
PsmiDErr,  and  that  of  bis  Administration.  It 
was  moved  to  strike  ont  this  acknowledgment 
of  wisdom  and  firmness.  What  were  we  to  sab- 
Mitnte  as  complimentary  to  him  in  its  place  f 
The  first  paragraph  proposed  to  be  struck  ont 
rdated  to  onr  q>mking  of  the  tranqnillitj  of  this 
oDDntry,  compared  to  nations  involved  in  war. 
Coold  this  give  offence,  becaose  we  feel  pleasure 
in  being  at  peace?  It  was  only  congratnlating 
oorownooostitnents  on  the  happiness  we  enjoy. 
To  appreciate  the  valne  of  peace,  it  was  neoes- 
•aiy  lo  compare  it  with  a  state  of  war.  It  was 
the  wisdom  of  this  country  to  keep  from  war, 
and  otlier  nations  hold  it  up  as  exemplary  in  as. 
The  gentleman  himself  has  declared  his  wish  for 
the  preservation  of  peace ;  and  thongh  he  ad- 
inires  it,  and  nations  ailmire  it  in  ns,  yet  we  are 
Dot  to  compare  our  state  with  nations  involved 
in  tbe  calamities  of  war,  in  order  to  estimate 
our  0)joynienta.  The  words  of  this  Address  are 
aot  a  commnnication  to  a  foreign  minister,  it  is 
■  oongratnlation  to  oar  OWD  Chief  Magistrate 
(/  tbe  blessings  he,  in  oommon  with  ns,  en- 
joy*, Mr.  S,  hoped  tbe  worda  would  not  be 
Krack  onL 

Mr.  Dattqk  (the  Speaker),  srid,  that  he  did 
DM  rise  to  accept  the  challenge  given  by  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  from  South  Oarolina, 
•ltd  to  point  ont  a  nation  more  free  and  en- 
'  i^UsKa  than  ours ;  nor  did  he  mean  to  contest 
the  fart  of  onn  being  the  freest  and  most  en- 
It^tened  in  the  world,  as  declared  in  the  re- 
ported Address,  bnt  he  was  nevertheless  of 
onnion  that  it  did  not  become  them  to  make 
that  declaration,  and  thus  to  extol  themselves 

a  a  comparison  with,  and  at  the  expense  of 
others.  Although  those  words  were  in  his 
view  objectionable,  ha  was  far  from  assenting 
lo  the  motion  for  striking  ont  the  seven  or 
dgfat  last  clauses  of  the  Address.  The  question 
(■order  having  been  decided,  Mr.  D.  swd  he 


would  remind  the  committee,  that  if  they 
wished  to  retiuo,  or  even  to  amend,  any  sec^on 
or  sentence  of  all  that  was  proposed  to  be 
strackout,  tbeyongbt  to  give  their  negatives  to 
this  motion,  as  the  only  means  of  accomplishing 
their  purpose.  It  was  sufficient  tlicrefore,  for 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  question  for 
striking  ODt  the  whole,  to  show  that  any  part 
included  within  it  ought  to  be  preserved.  Not 
unnecessarily  to  waste  time,  by  lengthening  the 
debate,  he  would  take  the  clause  first  in  order, 
and  confine  his  remarks  to  that  alone.  This 
part  of  the  Address  hod  certainly  not  been  read, 
or  had  been  misundarHtood  and  misrepresented 
by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Auks  said,  if  gentlemen  meant  to  agree 
to  strike  oat  the  whole  as  proposed,  in  order  to 
adopt  those  words  substituted  by  the  gentleman 
{torn  South  CaroUoa  (Mr.  Uabpeq),  he  must  ob- 
serve that  he  thought  this  would  be  as  far  from 
giving  satisfaction  to  others,  who,  it  appeared, 
wanted  no  sabstitnte.  He,  therefore,  hoped 
that  kind  of  inflnence  would  not  previdl  on  this 
occasion.  Tbe  gentleman  who  mode  the  mo- 
tion did  it  to  accommodate  matters,  and  not 
because  he  himself  objected  to  the  answer  re- 
ported. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  committee  of  five 
members,  opposite  in  sentiment,  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  respectful  Address  in  answer  to 
the  Pbesidest'b  Speech.  [Here  the  original 
iostmctions  were  read.]  As  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  committee  to  prepare  a  respectful  Address^ 
it  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise,  althongb  it  may 
of  disapprobation  with  some,  that  the  committeie 
did  their  duty,  and  have  taken  notice  of  the 
several  matters  recommended  to  the  House  in 
that  Speech.  Respecting  the  particular  notice 
they  have  taken,  it  might  have  been  thought 
that  some  difficulty  wodd  occur.  He  said  he 
need  not  observe,  that  the  committee  hod  reason 
to  imagine  that  the  form  of  the  report  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  House,  as  they  were  nnani- 
moQS ;  although  there  had  been  in  tbe  wording 
some  little  difference  of  opinion,  yet  all  agreed 
substantially  in  the  Address,  from  a  conviotjon 
of  the  delicacy  of  the  snly'ect.  For  that  reason, 
if  that  only,  imless  the  sentiments  in  the  report 
of  the  Address  should  be  found  incon^steut 
with  truth,  he  hoped  no  substitute  of  a  form  of 
words  merely  would  prevail,  as  it  would  no 
longer  be  that  agreed  to  in  the  committee,  nor 
could  come  under  their  consideration  equal  to 
the  printed  report.  He  therefore  trusted  that 
when  the  committee  come  to  the  question, 
whether  to  strike  oat  or  not,  gentlemen  woola 
be  guided  by  no  other  motive  to  vote  for  strik- 
ing out,  than  an  impropriety  in  the  sentimenta 
through  an  evident  want  of  truth  in  them ;  and 
if  Hucli  cannot  be  discovered,  why  strike  ont  th« 
jxpressionst 

It  bad  been  observed  by  some  gentleman,  that 
he  cry  of  foreign  influence  is  in  the  country. 
le  did  not  see  such  a  thing  exist.  He  would 
not  be  mdely  explicit  as  to  the  foundation  there 
for  such  a  cry;,  bat  when  it  was  onoe 
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raised,  the  people  wonld  jndge  whether  it  was 
&ot  or  not.  He  could  not  tell  liow  this  influ- 
ence was  produced,  bat  the  world  would  draw 
a  view  how  far  we  were  undsr  foreign  ioflueDce. 
Ur.  A.  here  alluded  to  the  influence  which 
foreign  agents  wialjed  to  have  orer  the  minds 
of  the  peuple  of  this  oountrj,  in  order  to  sup- 
port a  factiona  spirit,  probably  to  the  appeal 
latelj  made  to  the  people.  He  also  alluded  to  a 
dronmstanoe  when  Uie  Imperial  EuToy,  M. 
Palm,  in  1T2T,  at  London,  published  a  rescript, 
oomplaiDing  of  the  conduct  of  that  Oourt;  the 

Eirit  of  the  nation  rose,  and  discord  waa  sown, 
consequence  of  which  the  pEU'liajnent  peti- 
tioned the  King  to  send  the  Envoj  out  of  the 
ooantrj  fur  meudling  with  the  concerns  of  their 
nation.  That  is  the  nation  which  we  call  oor- 
rnpted.  Yet  a  similar  affair  has  occurred  here, 
and  it  ia  not  to  be  reprobated ;  we  are  not  to 
complain  of  it,  nor  even  hear  it^  according  to 
this  doctrine.  Independence  is  afraid  of  in- 
jaries,  and  ahnoet  of  insults.  We  rauat  forbear 
to  exult  in  our  peace,  our  light,  oor  fVeedom, 
lest  we  should  give  offence  to  other  nations 
who  are  not  so.  This  may  be  the  high  tone  of 
independence  in  the  views  of  some  people,  bnt 
I  must  confess  it  Js  not  so  in  mine  ■  but  it  is 
probable  those  people  may  be  wiser  than  I  am, 
and  their  viewa  extend  farther.  Foreign  influ- 
ence eiiats,  and  is  disgracefol  indeed,  when  we 
dare  admire  our  own  constitution,  nor  adore 
Ood  for  giving  us  to  feel  its  happy  effects.  He 
thought,  respecting  the  recent  complaints  of  the 
French  Minister,  that  there  was  not  even  a  pre- 
text for  the  accusation. 

It  hiid  been  obaerTed  by  a  gentleman,  that 
the  Pbksidrnt,  no  doubt,  la  a  very  honest  man, 
and  a  patriot^  bnt  he  did  not  think  him  a  wiae 
man. 

Mr.  G11.KS  here  rose  to  expltdn.  He  aaii  that, 
in  Ilia  aeeertjons,  he  meant  not  to  reBect  on  his 
private  character.  He  referred  to  hia  Adminis- 
tfatioB.  No  doubt  bat  the  gentleman  possessed 
both. 

Mr.  Axes  sdd,  be  oonaidered  well  what  the 
gentleman  had  said.  As  a  private  man,  his  in- 
tegrity and  goodness  oaunot  be  donbted;  but  tn 
his  Admlnistratioa — here  we  are  tn  stop  short; 
not  a  word  about  that ;  it  won't  bear  looking 
into ;  it  has  been  neither  firm  nor  wise.  If  the 
Honse,  in  their  Address  to  him,  were  to  say,  we 
tMok  you  a  very  honest,  well-designing  man, 
bnt  yon  have  been  led  astray,  sometimes  to  act 
treacherously,  and  even  dishonest  in  your  Ad- 
ministration— we  think  yon  a  peaceful  man, 
and  though  much  iniquity  may  have  been  prao- 
tised  in  your  Government,  yet  we  tijink  yon  are 
not  in  fault ;  on  the  whole,  sir,  we  wish  yon 
snagly  in  Virginia.  Suoh  sentiments  as  these  I 
do  not  like.  Is  this  an  Address  or  an  kisult! 
Is  this  the  mark  of  respect  we  ought  to  show  to 
the  first  man  in  the  nation  I  Hr.  A,  observed, 
that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  fh>m 
Sooth  OaroUna  (Ur.  Skn-ra),  who  said,  that  the 
President  would  carry  daggers  in  hisheart  with 
turn  into  bis  retreat  from  public  lif^  if  we  re- 


f^iae  him  our  testimony  of  gratitude.  No,  he 
bears  in  his  breast  a  testimony  of  his  purity  of 
motive;  a  conscious  rectitude,  while  in  public 
life,  which  daggers  could  not  pierce.  He  wouli) 
retire  with  a  good  conscience ;  perhntw  it  would 
be  said  this  was  adulation,  but  let  it  be  remem- 
bered this  was  truth ;  this  was  not  flattery ;  let 
gentlemen  deny  this;  let  them  prove  that  tliis 
is  not  the  will  of  their  constituents.  The  conn- 
try  wonld  jndge  oar  opinions  when  we  come  to 
give  oar  yeas  or  nays;  then  the  real  friends  of 
that  man  would  be  known. 

The  gentleman  wishes  him  back  to  Virginia, 
was  glad  he  designed  to  go;  he  did  nut  regret 
his  reaignstion.  His  name  will  appear  in  that 
opinion.  The  whole  of  the  Pbesidbnt's  life 
wonld  stamp  his  character.  His  country,  and 
the  admiring  world  knew  it ;  and  history  keeps 
his  ferae,  and  will  continue  to  keep  it.  We  may 
be  singular  in  our  opinions  of  him,  bnt  that  will 
not  make  his  character  with  the  world  the  less 
illustrious.  We  now  are  to  aocept  of  bis  resig- 
nation withont  a  tribute  of  respect.  We  are 
not  to  speak  of  him  as  either  wise  or  firm.  We 
can  only  say  he  is  an  honest  man :  this  wonld 
scarcely  be  singular;  many  a  man  is  honest 
withont  any  other  good  qualifications.  What 
circle  would  gentlemen  fix  the  committee  iD  to 
amend  this  Address,  if  they  are  not  to  give 
scope  to  these  sentiments  f  Better  ^point  no 
oommittee  at  all.  If  we  address  the  Pbebidbkt 
at  all,  I  hope  it  will  be  respectfully,  for  loth  re- 
spect is  insult  in  disguise.  T  hope  we  shall  not 
alter  the  original  draft  of  the  Address,  but 
agree  according  to  our  former  intentions  to  pre- 
sent a  respeotfm  and  cordial  Address. 

Mr.  SwANWTOK  rose  to  explain  to  those. parts 
of  die  observations  of  some  gentlemen  who  had 
lately  spoken  (Ur.  Dattom  and  Mr.  Auss)  oa 
that  part  of  the  paragraph,  which  speaks  of  our 
gratitude  to  Providence.  He  shoiud  be  sorry 
if  such  an  idea  was  entertained  ftom  any  thing 
he  had  observed.  It  was  not  that  part  of  the 
paragraph,  but  the  part  where  we  are  contrasted 
with  other  nations,  that  he  objected  to  princi- 
p^y.  Although,  he  most  observe,  it  was  not 
poken  in  a  s^le  common  to  devotion,  to  tell 
'rovidence  how  wise  and  enli^tened  we  were. 
It  does  not  boast  of  our  philanthropy,  to  say 
how  much  wiser  and  better  we  are  Uian  other 
nations.  Be  tho3|^t  the  gentleman's  roferenoe 
to  a  clergyman  very  curious.  It  would  not  be 
right  in  us  to  say  to  Ood,  we  thank  thee,  we 
wiser  or  more  enlightened  than  others!  If 
are  so,  let  ns  r^)oice  in  It,  and  not  ofibnd 
others  by  our  boasting.  Gentlemen  say,  we  are 
happier  than  though  we  were  at  war ;  are  we 
at  peaoet  No:  we  are  involved  in  the  worst 
of  wars.  Witness  onr  spoliations  from  Algerin^ 
English,  and  French  cruisera,  from  some  of 
which  he  himself  had  suffered  materially.  The 
PaiaiDKin'  does  not  think  we  are  at  peace ;  be 
recommends  a  navy  sa  the  only  efficient  securi- 
ty to  our  coitraerce.  How  could  that  little 
island  (England)  oommand  such  influence  in 
for^gn  dominiDnBt    It  la  by  her  navy.    We 
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(Moiit  boost  of  Bach  power.  While  we  think 
ovaelTea  maoh  happier  anil  stronger  than 
elben,  others  think  us  more  dirainntive;  let  as 
not  bout.  Qe  feared  that  the  rev ennw  of  this 
CNDtrj  woold  suffer  materisllj  tbrongh  the 
fttat  Bt^n&tioD  of  coi]imero&  He  did  not 
tlunk  thejr  'would  be  as  prodactiTe  as  formerlj. 
D«  feared  it  vraa  too  generallj  known,  that  this 
Tu  not  a  time  of  very  vreat  prosperity.  Am  he 
did  iKit,  fiir  one,  feel  the  proaperons  mtoation 
dtiM  ooantry,  he  eonld  not  aonseiit  to  violate 
h»  feeUngs  by  speaking  contrary  to  them.  The 
geatlMaan  fi^>iii  Mas^chneetts  (Hr.  Ansa)  last 
Ksnoo,  spoke  with  great  eloqaence  and  at 
;th  of  the  horror  of  war ;  which  he 
1  «B  inevitable  if  the  British  Treaty 
(tlen  tbe  salgect  of  debate)  was  not  oarried 
into  effect. 

Mr.  CHBism  moved  for  the  oommittee  to 
riM.  The  House  divided  on  the  motion;  48 
nMmbers  appeared  against  it,  81  only  in  favor 
of  it.    It  was  lost. 

Mr.  Gelbb  rose  and  observed  that  he  shonid 
not  have  troabled  the  committee  with  any 
further  ohaervationa,  bnt  hLi  ideas  had  been 
inivepresented ;  althongh  he  endeavored  to 
prevent  a  posNbilJty  of  muooostmction,  yet  it 
seems  he  had  not  been  able  to  aeeomplish  his 
•mjab.  It  was  not  wonderful,  he  said,  t^t  the 
PamnzsT's  popnlarity  shoold  be  introdnoed 
into  the  debate  when  it  had  been  so  long  in 
qoe^on.  It  had  been  too  commonly  done,  he 
uiofl^t,  bnt  he  hoped  the  influence  of  it  wonld 
iKit  be  very  great.  Aa  to  the  nnanimity  of  the 
eonmiittea  wtu>  drew  np  the  Address,  he  oared 
Tcry  little  abont  it;  he  should  be  extremely 
■ony  to  see  it  have  any  influence  on  the  mem- 
bos  of  that  House, 

Gentlemen  have  said,  that  if  we  take  ont  the 
exjHesdons  of  onr  sense  of  the  wisdom  and 
finzmeas  ctf  the  Administoatdon  of  the  Pbbsidmkt, 
tbey  cannot  find  any  gronnd  on  which  to  oom- 
lliiBcat  him ;  if  so,  he  for  <me  would  not  be 
willing  to  present  an  Address  at  all.  But  his 
views  were  qnite  different ;  he  thonght  it  oonld 
be  eflectaaUy  done  withont  adulation.  He 
eonld  not  ooiueiit  to  acknowledge  the  wisdom 
and  finmteaa  <rf  his  Administration.  Gentlemen 
had  inqnired  for  instances  in  evidence  of  this 
■■ertkni.  Hs  sud,  that  withont  seeking  for 
nan  iBstmoe^  that  of  the  British  Treaty  was 
a  fti-H'-g  proof  in  support  of  the  assertion. 
TImm^  manj  gentlemen  believe  nothing  has 
b«en  done  injorions  to  the  United  States 
tfaroogh  that  treaty,  yet  I  acknowledge  I  see 
Toy  great  dai^r;  we  are  not  now  in  that 
■late  of  aeonrity  which  oonld  be  wished.  It  is 
wdl  known  that  tbe  operation  of  the  British 
Tnsty  is  the  gronndwork  of  all  the  recent 
QotDf^ints  (tf  the  French  GovemmenL  It  may 
he  said  that  many  of  the  complaints  of  the 
Freodi  UJnister  or^inated  from  actions  previ- 
ew to  the  BriCiah  Treaty.  It  may  be  bo,  bnt 
that  wot  tbe  meaoa  of  c^ing  forth  ooinplaints 
which,  perbspfl,  wonld  otherwim  never  bare 
bees  made;  use  wbj  did  not  this  calamity  be- 


bll  ns  before)  It  certainly  may  be  ascribed  to 
that  instrument  Qentlomen  may  talk  as  they 
please  abonC  the  law  of  nations;  bnt  tbe  law 
of  nations  is,  that  a  nentrnl  nation  shall  cot  do 
any  thing  to  bemflt  one  belligerent  power  to  the 
iqjnry  of  another.  Hr.  6.  stud,  he  thought 
matters  oarried  a  serious  aspect,  and  he  very 
mnoh  disapproved  of  the  declaration  of  a  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Auks)  who  says,  now  is  the  time 
of  danger;  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war  witb 
France,  now  let  us  boldly  assert  our  rights.  At 
the  time  the  British  Treaty  was  debating  on, 
that  gentleman  was  overcome  with  the  prospect 
of  a  war;  he  then  depicted  it  In  horrible  forms; 
bnt  now  how  different  his  language !  He  now 
seems  not  afraid  to  embrace  all  its  horrors,  and 
was  zeabusly  calling  ont  for  tbe  nation  to  sup- 
port the  Administration.  Why  lUd  we  not  hear 
this  when  the  British  spoliated  on  onr  com- 
merce! If  we  are  npon  tbe  eve  of  a  war  with 
France,  as  the  gentleman  snppoeea,  it  will  be 
diaastrons  to  this  country ;  we  have  reason  to 
deplore  it ;  it  will  be  calamitons  indeed.  Franca 
has  more  power  to  injure  this  ooontiy  than  any 
nation  besides,  and  none  we  can  injure  less. 
What  an  influence  can  she  command  over  our 
c6mmeroel  She  can  exolnde  ns  ftom  onr  own 
ports ;  spoil  onr  trade  with  Great  Britwn,  and 
from  her  own  extensive  country;  she  can  shut 
OS  ont  from  the  Fast  Indies,  as  well  as  tho 
West  Indies;  min  our  trade  in  tbe  Mediterra- 
nean, which,  owing  to  the  late  conquests  of  the 
French,  may  be  rendered  very  fionrishing  and 
important  to  ns;  and  by  her  alliance,  oflTenrfve 
and  defensive,  with  Spain,  we  not  only  have 
another  enemy,  bnt  lose  onr  late  advantages  In 
the  navigation  of  the  KTiasisdppt.  Suppose,  by 
the  influence  of  her  politics,  tbe  doctrine  of  lib- 
erty and  equality  were  to  be  preached  on  the 
other  side  of  tbe  Alleghany  mountains,  what 
nnmerons  enemies  may  they  breed  In  onr  own 
conntiy  1  France  can  wonnd  ns  moat,  and  we 
have  the  least  reason  to  provoke  her.  It  wonld 
be  policy  in  her  to  go  to  war  with  us ;  by  nun- 
ing  onr  trade  with  England,  she  oonld  ^ve  a 
violent  wound  to  her  enemy ;  yet  that  gentle- 
man says,  now  is  the  time  to  assert  our  rights, 
now  we  are  in  danger.  The  war-whoop  and  the 
hatohat,  of  which  the  gentieman  spoke  so  feel- 
ingly Iwit  seanon,  is  no  longer  in  his  thoughta, . 
If  this  was  the  only  reason  he  had,  it  wonld  be 
enough  to  influence  his  vote  against  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  wisdom  and  fimmeas  that  has 
dictated  our  Administration. 

Mr.  WnuAKB  rose  and  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
trouble  the  oommittee  at  snob  a  late  hour,  but 
he  oodld  not  be  satiafled  with  giving  a  silent 
vote  on  an  occasion  when  the  Pbesident's  pop- 
ularity was  donbt«d.  He  thought  members 
ought  to  speak  the  will  of  the  people  they  rep- 
resent. He  oonld  assert  that  it  was  not  memy 
his  own  opinion  he  spoke,  bnt  that  of  bis  con- 
stituents, when  he  voted  for  the  Address  aa  re- 
ported. He  was  sorry  to  hear  the  gentleman 
last  up  speak  in  the  style  he  had  done,  although 
be  owned  it  was  not  altogether  new  to  him. 
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The  centlemBii  irished  the  flist  olBi]9e  to  be  1  ezpremiTe  of  the  wisdom  and  flmmess  of  the 


etTDck  out.  Ifr.  W.  liiought  it  was  the  duty  of 
over;  pions  man  to  thank  Goil  for  the  benefit* 
he  eqJDjB.  And  shall  not  we,  as  a  nation,  thank 
him  for  keeping  ns  from  «  state  of  war  t  Gen- 
tlemen's ideps  were  to  strike  the  whole  out  in  a 
mass;  hnt  he  hoped  they  would  not  be  grati- 
fied. Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  very  ton^  to  hear 
the  gentleman  speak  ag^st  the  wisdom  and 
flnnneas  of  the  Pbisidknt,  which  userUon 
seemed  to  hs*e  Its  foundation  tn  the  Treat; 
concluded  nith  Great  Britain.  He  would  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  that  act  of  ours  should 
hare  any  influence  on  our  situation  with 
France!  Wherein  have  we  differed  from  the 
compact  made  with  France  by  oar  treaty  made 
with  that  conntryf  We  sorely  had  a  right  to 
treat  with  Great  Britain,  else  we  conld  not  be 
an  independent  nation;' and  France  will  not  de- 
ny this.  In  1778,  the  Ambassador  of  France 
hubrmed  tlie  British  Conrt  that  his  nation  hod 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
and  at  the  same  time  informed  them  that  great 
attention  hod  been  paid  by  the  oontraoting  par- 
tiw  not  to  stipnlate  any  eicInsiTe  advantage  In 
&yor  of  (he  French  nation,  and  that  there  was 
-  reaerred,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Btatea,  tUe 
liberty  at  treating  with  any  UDtion  whatsoever 
npon  the  same  footing  of  equality  and  recipnn 
dty.  Bat  the  gentleman  (Ur.  Gilrs)  says,  we 
ought  not  to  give  an  advantage  to  an  enemy. 
Mr.  W.  said,  that  no  advantage  was  given  to 
Britain,  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  the  article  com- 

Eiained  of  must  be  of  advantage  to  France ;  it 
.  an  encouragement  for  American  vessels  to  ^ 
to  their  porta ;  it  insnres  them  against  loss,  if 
they  are  intermpted  in  their  voyage.  It  had 
been  said  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
France  to  go  to  war  with  us ;  if  they  consider 
it  so,  all  that  gentieman  can  say  will  not  pre- 
vent it.  When  we  reflect  on  a  Treaty  entered 
into  on  this  principle  with  Great  Britain,  should 
France  oomplainl 

TRnBSDAT,  December  IS., 
<  Addreu  to  tJu  Pretident. 

The  Eonse,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Oommitt«e  of  the  Whole 
,on  the  answer  to  the  PBCsmaHi's  Address,  Mr. 
UBHLSssEBe  in  the  chatr. 

The  question  befor«  (he  committee 
Giua'  motion  for  striking  ont, 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  sinoerely  wished  that 
TOch  an  answer  might  be  agreed  to,  as  would 
^ve  a  general  satisfaction.  He  hoped 
node  would  be  adopted  to  imite  the  wishes 
of  every  gentleman;  his  disposition,  he  said, 
led  him  to  vot«  for  the  paragraph;  ha  thonght 
himself  at  liberty  so  to  do,  hs  he  was  satisfied 
the  Administration  had  been,  in  many  instances, 
wise  and  6rm.  Be  thought  it  improper  that 
Buoh  debate  should  take  place  at  the  present 
time.  Hftconldsee  no  inconvenience  that  could 
arise  fWim  voting  for  the  Address.  The  words 
oa  which  jooel  stress  had  bean  laid,  were  those 


PsEsmKitr'a  edministration.  He  declared  he 
thought  it  had  mnch  contributed  to  the  success 
of  this  country;  and  if  success  hod  attended  bis 
measures,  there  conld  bo  nothing  inconsistent 
in  their  acknowledging  it ;  whii^h  was  all  the 
compliment  necessary  to  give  satisfaction. 

1.  ^.  .  ■oHD. — My  ooUcagne  has  in  a 
great  mensure  anticipated  my  sentiments  on 
Utis  occasion.  I  am  sorry  for  the  mistaken  2oaI 
the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  should  have 
shown  for  the  Fbbsidxnt,  by  introdncing  ex- 
pressions into  the  Address  so  exceptionable,  and 
which  should  be  sulject  to  such  an  oncomfort- 
able  exposure  of  that  character. 

I  was  able  yesterday  only  to  attend  a  part  of 
the  debate,  tnrongh  mdisposition,  bnt  what  I 
did  stay  to  hear,  hurt  me  very  much.  I  heard 
gentlemen  speak  ill  of  the  common  parent  of 
our  country,  whom  we  alt  revere;  and  was  a 
slip,  but  one  criminal  slip,  to  rob  the  Pbeshieitt 
of  his  good  name  t  We  have  seen  the  goodaess 
of  the  heart  of  that  man,  and  with  satisfaction. 
We  have  seen  him  wrestiing  with  hb  own  feel- 
ings to  continue  in  the  important  and  weighty 
business  of  Government;  we  have  seen  him 
itending  with  two  great  rival  nations,  and 
yet  preserved  peace.  When  he  had  made  a 
slip,  the  people  of  America  have  stepped  for- 
ward to  assist  him,  and  dropped  the  gencrona 
tear,  Benahle  that  to  err  is  human,  and  that  we 
tH  liable  to  do  wrong.  I  am  sure  that  my 
colleaguea  and  every  one  in  the  House  hold  the 
character  and  virtue  of  that  man  in  high  es- 
teem. I  am  sorry  to  see  that  division  of  senti- 
ment which  has  taken  place ;  it  would  make 
the  world  believe  that  we  wish  to  rob  Iiim  of 
those  qnalifications.  It  is  the  jnstice  and  duty 
of  this  House  to  do  that  man,  that  patriot,  iul 
the  honor  they  can,  whilst  it  is  the  interest  of 
this  nation  to  hold  in  view  those  great  points 
with  generous  satisfaction,  and  good  wishes  to 
the  man  who  has  stepped  forward,  and  not.in 
vain,  to  the  support  of  our  Republic  in  the  war, 
and  under  Divine  aarastance  was  made  our  de- 
liverer. And  now  for  gentlemen  to  come  here 
and  speak  of  the  troubles  of  the  country,  escrib- 


aU  our  adversity  to  him,  it  is  like  applying 
oold  water  where  the  strongeat  eneray  is  neces- 
sary.   Again  I  would  repeat,  that  if  that  man, 


. .  _  common  parent,  has  committed  errors,  it 
no  more  than  we  all  may  do— it  is  the  genernl 
lot  of  alL  If  there  have  been  faults  in  the  Ad- 
ministration, I  do  not  think  they  lie  at  his  door, 
but  at  his  counsellors' ;  he  has  bad  bad  counsel- 
lors; his  advisers  are  to  blame,  and  not  him. 
I  never  saw  how  he  conld  have  done  otherwis« 
than  he  did.  And  now,  rir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is 
our  duty  to  bear  those  great  actions  and  gene- 
rous sentiments  in  onr  view,  that,  on  his  retire- 
ment from  his  public  station,  wo  may  render 
him  all  the  respect  due  to  his  character.  Nor 
would  I  lees  remember  our  sitnation  with 
France,  that  great  and  generous  Kepnblic,  nnder 
whom  we  owe  our  liberty.  Let  us  not  give 
oSbnoe  to  her,  bnt  by  every  mark  of  gratitude 
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B  debate.  He 
■id  it  was  his  ^mcere  deeire  and  hope  that  the 
IttdNof  gentlemen  -who  advocated  the  Ad- 
iua  in  its  present  fonn,  and  thow  who  wished 
It  iDMkded,  would  bo  combine  as  to  make  it 
■psuUe  to&U.  He  said  he  intended  to  oppose 
Ibe  tmendme&ts  Trhioh  had  been  proposed,  b1- 
tlm^  he  did  not  aae  the  AddrMs  ererj  way 
r^t;  with  a  view  to  reoonoile  parties,  when 
llw  pnaent  motion,  -was  diapoeed  at,  he  should 
more  to  strike  out  eoine  words,  in  order  to  in- 
Mit  Dthen.  He  oonid  not,  liie  some  gentle 
men,  draw  oonsolation  from  the  nusfortunee  of 
other  ntiions ;  their  distreaies  were  rather  mat- 
ter of  ngret;  nor  did  he  see  s  propriety,  as  an- 
Mlwr  geDtlenun  bad  done,  of  likening  onr  af- 
&in  with  those  of  the  members  of  a  famUy ; 
tmt,  eten  if  it  -would  bear,  he  conld  not  see  that 
tnnqnilUty  \a  this  familj  as  w>a  expressed. 
ffia  (Hily  otijeotion,  he  said,  to  tlie  paragraph  in 

rtiOD,  was  the  inroTds  "  tranquil  nrosperity." 
bdieved  the  TTnited  States  dia  not  eqjo; 
tint  tranquil  prosperity ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
thoo^t  this  was  H  time  of  great  calamity  in  the 
cotmtry,  and  he  thonght  that  it  was  owing, 
pnnciptUy,  to  the  measores  of  the  Govonunent. 
There  were  other  claoses  in  the  Addroas,  he 
cud,  be  efaoold,  when  they  came  to  be  consider' 
cd,  make  objecU<Hia  to,  and  be  thonght  they 
coold  be  all  earaly  removed  by  motions  suitable ; 
however,  he  aaid  there  were  many  Bentimenta 
in  the  Addreaa  in  which  he  heartily  ooncarred. 
He  sboold  Tote  against  the  striking  out  the 
audit  danaea  in  qneetlon,  as  he  thonght  each 
ta  oonld  be  proposed  as  womd  make 
B  meet  his  Learty  cononrrenoe,  and 
he  befiered  ^ve  general  eatiabction. 

Hr.  GiLKs'  motion  was  then  pnt,  to  strike 
oat  thoee  danaee,  and  negatived. 

Hr.  Pakkzb  renewed  the  motion  he  made 
yeMCTdsy,  to  strike  ont  the  words  "  &eest  and 
■BoK  cfiligfatAned  in  the  world." 

Kr.  Ajocs  hoped  that  the  modon  to  strike 
oat  would  not  prevail ;  for,  without  being  orer 
tenadooB  on  the  saljeet,  he  mnst  give  a  prefe- 
tflBM  to  the  capj  of  the  report  which  was 
prfaited;  the  members  had  Uie  advantage  of 
wei^iing  it  in  their  minds,  which  they  would 
lose  by  adopting  the  snbstitnte;  besides,  he 
ihpBAt  the  ideas  were  ao  crowded  in  that  pro- 
posed! as  ^  render  it  heary;  he  hoped  the 
NMtted  Addrea  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hupkb'b  motion  was  then  put  and  ne- 
pstived.  Twenty-fire  members  only  voting  for 
the  motion, 

Mr.  PAsXKJt  again  moved  tostrikeont  "frae- 
«C  and  most  enlightened,"  Ac 

Hr.  W.  Surra  said  yest«rdAy,  !n  the  disooadon 
OD  the  satjeot,  gentlemen  had  assigned  for  their 
rrisii  to  strike  out  those  words  that  other  na- 
boBiwoaldbeoffbaded  at  ns.    It  was  nsoa],  he 


said,  for  naUons  to  applaad  themselves,  and  he 
thought  it  could  give  no  offence  to  any.  He 
did  not  hear  gentlemen  mention  what  nation 
was  meant.  He  presumed  the  only  nation  tlist 
conld  be  alluded  to  was  the  French  Republio, 
I^  however,  it  can  be  proved  that  they  have 
nsed  similar  language,  he  supposed  it  would  give 
pntlemen  some  case  as  to  this  particular.  In 
looking  over  some  papers,  he  had  seen  several 
bombaatdcal  expressions  in  a  note  of  Bartbeleroy, 
a  report  to  the  Oonventjon  of  Laviere,  and  of 
Cambaceres,  in  the  naiae  of  the  three  commit- 
tees. In  one  are  these  words,  "  a  (Government 
so  powerful  as  the  French,"  In  another,  he 
calls  it  "  the  most  enlightened  in  the  oivilized 
world."  Inanother,  "thefirstinthenniverse." 
He  hoped  that  while  that  nation  oonld  nse  ex- 
pressions like  these,  the  gentlemen  of  this  House 
would  not  think  the  ezpreeaions  referred  to 
wonld  give  offence  to  that  or  any  other  nation, 

Hr.  Fasksk  said,  when  he  made  the  motion 
he  did  not  refer  to  any  particular  nation;  he 
had  neither  France  nor  England  in  Tiew ;  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  us  onntrast  our  political  situation 
with  that  of  any  other  country.  His  objections 
to  the  words,  he  sud,  arose  irom  our  making 
the  declaration  ourselves.  Our  Government, 
he  acknowledged,  was  free ;  it  was  the  best,  in 
his  opinion,  any  where.  He  wished  to  t>etieve 
the  people  as  enlightened  as  any  other;  he  lie- 
lieved  they  were,  and  if  they  were  not,  they  had 
only  themselves  to  blame ;  but  however  enlight- 
ened or  A-ee  we  were,  in  his  opinion,  we  were 
not  the  proper  or^a  to  declare  it;  however 
enlightened  we  might  be^  he  thought  the  last 
four  years  Administration  had  oonvinoed  many, 
as  well  as  himself,  that  the  Administration  waa 
not  the  most  enlightened;  if  they  had,  they 
wonld  not  have  suffered  such  shameiU  spolia- 
tions on  onr  commerce,  and  shamefal  aots  of 
cruelty  to  our  seamen.  He  eajd  the  two  little 
monarchies  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  neither 
of  which,  in  point  of  extent,  can  be  compared 
with  the  United  States,  more  (to  use  the  oom- 
parison  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
yesterday)  than  a  speck  is  to  the  sun ;  nor  are 
they  either  of  them  in  populaliDn  nearly  equal 
to  the  United  States;  and  although  they  are 
snrrounded  by  the  greatest  warlike  powers  in  a 
belligerent  state,  yet  they  have  preaerred  thrir 
neutrality  inviolate ;  thdr  ships  have  not  been 
wantonly  seized,  nor  have  their  seamen  been 
torn  from  their  ships,  or  whipped  at  the  gang- 
way of  British  ships-of-war,  or  been  shot  by 
their  preas-gangs.  To  mention  the  instances  of 
Britisn  oruelty  towards  onr  seamen  in  every 
ingtanoe  that  oonld  be  adduced,  wonld  take  up 
time  unnecessarily ;  one  alone,  that  recently 
happened,  I  shall  relate: 

Tne  brother  of  a  member  of  this  Bonse  (Hr, 
Fbuixlut,  of  N.  0,}  was  impressed  on  boud  a 
British  ship-of-war  in  the  West  Indies;  he  was 
nnaoquainted  with  seamanship,  having  only 
made  a  passage  from  North  Oarolina  to  the 
Islands ;  being  awkward  and  not  being  a  see- 
man,  he  waa  disebarsed.    The  same  evening,  a 
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preBS-saug  of  the  Bam«  ship  fell  in  with  bim  and 
made  Dim  a  prisooer ;  in  attempting  to  make  his 
eacape,  he  was  shot  at.  The  ImII  vas  aimed  at 
his  bodj ;  it  waa  not  winged  witli  death,  bnt 


very  declaration  would  prove  that  be  wanted 
sense  as  well  as  modesty,  bat  a  nation  might  be 
called  BO,  by  a  citizen  of  that  nation,  withont 
impropriety;  because,  in  duingso,  he  bestowsno 
praise  of  superiority  on  himself;  he  may  be  in 
fact,  and  may  be  sensible  that  he  is  less  enlighl' 
ened  than  the  wise  of  other  nations.  This  sort 
of  national  enloginm  may,  no  donbt,  be  fostered 
by  vanity,  and  grounded  in  mistake ;  it  is  some- 
times JQst,  it  is  certainly  common,  and  not  al- 
ways either  ridicolons  or  offensive.  It  did  not 
say  that  France  or  England  bad  not  been  re- 
markable for  enlightened  men ;  their  literati  are 
more  nnmerons  and  disticgaished  tban  onr  own. 
The  character,  with  reapect  to  this  oonntry,  he 
mid,  was  strictly  true.  Onr  twnntrymen,  almost 
nniversally,  poseeea  some  property  and  some 
pretensions  of  learning — two  distinctions  so  re- 
markably in  their  &vor,  as  to  vindicate  the 
expression  oUected  to.  Bnt  go  throagb  iVance, 
Germany,  and  most  conntries  of  Enrope,  and  it 
willbefoond  that,  oat  of  fifty  millions  of  people, 
not  more  than  two  or  three  had  any  pretenaons 
to  knowledge,  the  rest  being,  oompsrMively  with 
Americans,  ignorant.  In  France,  which  ooa- 
tains  twenty-five  millions  of  people,  only  one 
was  oalenlated  to  be  in  any  reapect  enlightened, 
and,  perhaps,  nnder  the  old  system,  there  waa 
not  a  greater  proportion  possessed  property ; 
whilst  in  America,  oat  of  foor  mlUions  of  peo- 
ple, scarcely  any  part  of  them  conld  be  classed 
npon  the  same  groand  with  the  rabble  of  Enrope. 
Tbet  class  called  vnlgar,  canaille,  rabble,  so  nn- 
merons there,  does  not  exist  here  as  a  class, 
thongh  onr  towns  have  many  Individuals  of  it. 
Look  at  the  lazzaroni  of  Naples ;  there  are  twen- 
ty thousand  or  mwe  houseless  people,  wretched, 
And  in  want  I  He  asked  whether,  where  men 
wanted  every  thing,  and  were  in  proportioQ  of 
SS  to  1,  it  was  possible  they  ooold  be  trusted 
with  power!  Wanting  wisdom  and  morals, 
how  wonid  tbey  nse  it  t  It  was,  therefbre,  that 
&e  iron-hand  of  demotismwas  called  in  by  the 
few  who  had  any  thmg,  to  preserve  any  kind  of 
control  over  the  many.  This  evil,  as  it  truly 
was,  and  which  be  did  not  propose  to  oommend, 
rendered  true  liberty  hopeless.  Is  America, 
ont  of  four  millions  of  people,  the  proportion 
which  oannot  read  and  writ«,  and  wno,  having 
nothing,  are  interest«d  in  plunder  and  confu- 
sion, and  disposed  for  both,  is  noalL  In  the 
Soutbem  States,  be  knew  there  were  people 
well-informed ;  he  disclaimed  all  design  <»  invi- 
dious comparison ;  the  members  (rota  the  Sontji 
would  be  more  capable  of  doing  Justice  to  their 
Gonstitaents,  but  in  the  Eastern  States  he  was 
more  particularly  conversant,  and  knew  the 
people  in  them  conld  generally  read  and  write. 


and  were  well-infbrmed  as  t«  public  affitire.  In 
sncb  a  country,  liberty  is  likely  to  be  perma- 
nent. Thev  are  enlightened  enough  to  be  ftve. 
It  is  possiole  to  plant  it  in  such  a  soil,  and 
reasonable  to  hope  that  it  will  take  root  and 
flourish  long,  as  we  see  it  does.  But  can  liberty, 
sach  as  we  onderstand  and  enjoy,  exist  in  eod«- 
ties  where  the  few  only  have  property,  and  the 
many  are  both  ignorant  and  lioentiousl 

Xt.  OsBisTiE  wished  to  make  an  amendment 
to  the  paragraph,  which  he  thought  would  an- 
swer the  end  equally  as  well  as  striking  it  out ; 
if  agreeable  to  the  gentleman  trvm  Yirginia, 
(Hr.  Pabker,)  he  would  move  to  pnt  the  word 
"among  "after  the  word  "freest,"  which  would 
read  "  th^  freest  and  among  the  most  enli^t- 
ened."  He  could  not  say  we  were  the  moat 
enlightened,  but  ha  did  tbink  us  the  most  free; 
not  that  he  waa  al^d  of  offending  any  nation, 
but  he  thought  this  amore  consistent  declaratiMi, 

tfr.  SwANWicx  said,  nobody  doubted  but  w« 
were  free  and  enlightened,  bnt  he  thought  thdr 
decUration  was  no  evidence  of  the  tmlh  of  it. 
He  thonght  the  last  amendment  very  good,  bat 
it  would  be  still  better  if  the  gentleman  wonld 
pnt  the  word  "  among  "  a  little  further  back, 
so  as  to  read  "  among  the  freest  and  most  en* 
lightened."  A  padfic  disposition  could  not  be 
proved  by  any  thing  so  well  as  treating  othen 
with  respect  as  well  as  oorselves ;  we  may  not 
be  eiclumvely  free  or  enlightened.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  thus  altered. 

Hr.  CHsism  thought  we  were  the  freest 
pei^le  in  the  world ;  he,  therefor^  oould  not 
agree  to  the  amendment  last  proposed. 

Ur.  OoiT  could  not  say  with  the  gentlemaa 
last  up,  that  we  were  the  freest,  bnt  he  was 
very  willing  to  agree  with  the  amendment  of  s 
gentleman,  that  we  were  among  the  freest  ud 
most  enlightened ;  he  thought  the  first  amend- 
ment much  improved  by  this ;  he  eud  it  removed 
great  part  of  the  difficulty  from  the  minds  of 
many  gentlem«i;  however,  he  hoped  no  nn< 
necessary  time  would  be  taken  np  with  enob 
trifles. 

Ur.  Batton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  some  of 
the  observations  which  had  been  brought  into 
the  present  debate,  were  of  too  delicate  a  natnre 
to  be  commented  npon  or  even  repeated ;  ha 
should  not,  therefore,  follow  the  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  in  his  inqniry,  how  Sir  this  oauntt; 
was  exposed  to  be  annoyed  by  France  in  ths 
possible,  thongh  happily  not  probable,  event  <^ 
a  rupture  with  France? 

As  to  the  words  "  freest  and  most  oilightaii- 
ed,"  which  were  more  immediately  the  subject 
of  discusnon,  he  did  not  ot^ject  against  thom  on 
the  ground  of  fact,  but  he  oonudered  the  ez- 
presfflon  as  resolving  itself  intfl  a  qnestion  of 
decomm  and  delicacy,  the  rules  of  which  tq>- 
peared  to  him  to  be  violated,  in  their  ascribing 
to  themselves  such  a  snperlative  prtferenoe, 
however  true,  in  a  comparison  with  every  other 
people.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Haryland  (Ur,  Ohbutik)  very  miub  softened 
the  terms  and  rendered  tiiem  n  ■  -  ■  ■ 
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Mr.  "Kttobklx.  thotight  we  had  giTen  a  yery 
'  iDod  proof  that  'we  are  not  the  most  enlightened 
people  in  the  ■world,  by  this  disconion ;  and  if 
veiJecUre  to  the  -world  that  we  are,  that  de- 
duttion  will  b©  a  Btai  more  glsrins  proof.  It 
i|)peu«d  to  him  qnite  nimecesaaiy ;  be  thoaght 
lt^>endiiig  a  great  deal  of  time  to  no  parpose ; 
it  VIS  not  important  enough  for  that  waste  of 
bne,  when  the  aeasion  -wsa  to  be  bo  short ;  be 
thcrrfore  wiahdd  the  qnestjon  to  be  pnL 

Hr.  8nQRKA.TBS  It^«ed  that  a  very  neelesa 
ud  improper  latitade  bad  been  assnmed  in  the 
fiaciiBmon,  and  he  thought  that  a  few  momenta 
Toold  not  be  miaepent  in  reoalling  the  attention 
tf  Hba  committee  to  the  real  qneation  before 
Ihcm.  Tbe  amertion  that  we  are  the  freest  and 
most  enli^t«Ded  nation  in  the  world  was  found 
bolt  witb^  and  while  some  g^itlemen  moved  to 
strike  it  ont  altogether,  othera  propoaed  to  qual- 
iff  it  in  different  ways.  Mr.  8.  believed  that, 
in  u;  mo^floation  of  the  erpreasion,  the  oriti- 
oan  waa,  in  itself  extremely  unimportant ;  and 
U,  m  some  gentlemen  had  treatoa  it,  it  was  a 
mere  qntslion  of  deconun,  he  sbonld  feel  per- 
fectly indifferent  whether  it  was  rejected  or 
rstuned.  Bat  when  he  beard  one  member 
doiy  &at  we  are  tbe  most  free,  and  another 
that  we  are  enlightened ;  and  most  eapecially 
when  he  heard  that  the  expresraon  was  oon- 
te&ded  to  be  improper  in  relation  to  the  acta 
and  the  administration  of  the  Government,  he 
ccnfessed  it  did  appear  ta  hiTn  to  be  of  some 
canaeqnence  not  to  part  with  the  expression, 
lest,  by  doing  so,  the  House  ehonld  ^ve  coon- 
tsaaooe  to  those  objections.  For  his  own  part^ 
1m  bdieved  the  proposition  to  be  trae ;  he  oon- 
oeiTed  Ae  word  "  enlightened,"  as  applicable 
to  politiad  illomiDation ;  and  not  to  our  rank 
iq  art^  aeiencM,  or  Ut«ratare ;  and  he  oonsid- 
<red  the  sentcnoe  as  equivalent  to  an  assertion 
tliat  we  eq}oT  tbe  most  enlightened  system  of 
pcStieal  fnedom  extant.  In  this  view  of  it,  he 
tboo^t  it  literal^  tme ;  and,  if  tme,  he  could 
■ot  maeem  the  indecorum  of  declaring  so  on  the 
pnaent  occasioa.  He  waa  strongly  impressed 
with  the  propriety  of  the  idea  which  ne  had 
•Masted  yesterday,  that  this  should  be  oon- 
•iteed  as  an  act  of  interoourse  purely  domestio, 
an  expreamon  of  aelf-gratulation  on'  onr  snpe- 
tior  happiness,  which,  by  the  forms  of  society, 
«a^  not  to  be  noticed  by  any  other  nation. 
We  may  be  de«ned,  without  too  bold  a  figure, 
to  be  spealdng  in  aoliloquy;  and  to  listen  to 
what  we  soy  wonld  be  no  better  than  eaves- 
dnppng:  the  indeoomm  would  rest  with  those 
who  ora'bear  na,  and  not  with  onrselves. 
eo«ld  not  be  denied  that  snch  a  belief  of  the 
aajtMlority  of  our  politJoal  mtnatlon  onght  to  be 
Aeriabed  among  us.  If  we  did  not  believe  it, 
wfl  dunld  take  shame  to  onraelvea,  because  onr 
Gov^ment  ia  the  work  of  onr  own  hands.  If 
the  belief  that  we  are  free  and  enlightened  is 
irahtal))e,  the  eipreasion  of  it  ia  also  valuable, 
beeanae  it  tends  to  preaerve  ns  so ;  it  is  a  senti- 
HHit  whieh  we  cannot  dwell  upon  too  much. 
Bvt,  he  ooDtended,  tbe  propriety  of  this  or 


any  other  eipresBion  oould  not  be  justly  esti- 
mated by  conndering  it  in  the  abstract— 4t 
ought  to  be  viewed  in  its  application  and  use. 
We  are  abont  to  lose  the  services  of  the  Fresi- 
DKtTT,  who  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  have 
been  a  usefiil  and  patriotic  officer.  The  House 
of  Representatives  are  desirous  that  he  should 
take  with  him  to  his  honorable  retirement  the 
only  reward  which  tbe  nature  and  ^irit  of  onr 
political  InBtitutions  admit  of — the  approbation 
of  his  country.  It  will  surely  be  admitted  that 
we  onght  to  give  to  the  eipresaion  of  this  ap~ 

Erobation  all  Che  value  of  which  it  is  sascepti- 
le ;  and  it  is  obvions,  from  the  slightest  pe- 
rusal of  this  paragraph  in  &e  Address,  that  the 
words  in  question  ^ve  to  it  all  its  force  and  en- 
ergy, and  that  without  them,  it  would  be  an 
nnmeanin^  compliment.  The  spectacle  of  a 
nation,  neither  free  nor  enlightened,  offering  to 
its  first  Uagistrate  the  tribute  of  approbation 
and  applause,  wonld  neither  be  "■  novel  nor  in- 
teresting," wnce  the  days  of  history  are  stained 
with  numberless  instances  of  prostituted  priuse 
and  oourtJy  adnlation ;  t  rt  when  it  is  tjie  vol- 
nntory  homage  of  a  free  and  enlightened  peo- 

iile,  offered  with  sincerity  to  on  Ulustrions  fet- 
ow-cit^n,  it  is  truly  a  precious  reward  for 
patriotio  laiwra.  Those  who  object  to  this  ex- 
pression, therefore,  ought  to  move  to  strike  oat 
the  whole  paragraph.  To  reject  the  words  would 
totally  defeat  the  intended  compliment ;  to 
qualify  them  would  spoil  it  Mr.  8.,  therefore, 
wished  to  retain  them  as  they  were  reported. 
Mr.  Thatoheb  aaid,  be  did  not  think  the  ob- 


the  snbject ;  be  would,  there- 
fore, propose  an  amendment,  which  be  thought 
would  have  some  tendency  towards  it,  wfaloh 
waa  to  leave  ont  the  aupertotive,  and  let  the 
passage  read,  "  The  spectacle  of  a  free  and  en- 
lightened nation." 

Mr.  HBnnxnaoir  commended  the  inoennity 
of  the  last  motion,  as  he  thought  it  wooKl  more 
concentrate  the  ideas  of  the  memtters.  He 
would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Ohbistix's  motion  was  Hien  pnt,  and  d^ 
gatived, 

Hr.  Tkatobkb'b  motion  waa  put,  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LiviNosTOK  then  moved  to  strike  ont  tlte 


their  place,  "Tour  wisdom,  firmneas,  and  pa> 
triotdsm  has  been."  He  oould  not  say  that  all 
the  acts  of  the  Administration  bad  been  wise 
and  firm ;  but  he  would  say,  that  ho  believed 
the  wisdom,  firmneas,  and  patriotism  of  the 
Pbesidbmt  had  tieen  signally  conducive  to  the 
suooess  of  the  present  form  of  government. 
He  was  willing  to  give  him  every  mark  of  re- 
spect possible,  Dnt  he  believed  some  of  his  pub- 
lic acta  of  late  rendered  the  present  moti<at 


necessary. 
Mr.  W. 


Siirm  opposed  the  amendment,  aa  hs 
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thooght  the  gentleman  vho  propoeed  it  oon- 
oeived  the  words  to  imply  more  than  was 
meant  by  them — thej  are  not  meant  to  indnde 
everj  act  of  the  Eiecative.  He  thonght  that 
the  AdminiBtration  in  general  had  been  wise, 
firm,  and  patriotic ;  that  the  wisdom  and  finn- 
neas  of  the  Fbesident  had  been  oondocive  to 
the  Bnccess  of  the  present  forra  of  government. 
Had  sot  the  wor^  been  put  in  the  reported 
AddresB,  he  thonght  it  would  not  have  been  of 
CQnseqnence  whether  they  were  ever  inserted ; 
bat  the  difference  is  ver  j  great.  Kow  they  are 
inserted,  they  are  mode  public,  and,  to  erase 
them  now,  and  snbstitnte  words  in  any  manner 
deficient  in  sentiment  to  them,  would  be  to 
carry  cenanre  and  not  regiect.  That  the  Ad- 
ministration of  that  valuable  man  hod  been 
wise  and  oondacive  to  the  good  of  this  oonntry, 
will  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  for  ns  to  rob 
him  of  that  honor  which  is  his  doe,  would  be 
insult.  And  any  tiling  short  of  the  words  in 
the  Address  he  thought  would  not  carry  a 
proper  mark  of  respect. 

Mr.  QiLBS  observed,  (hat  he  tliought  the  Ad- 
ministration had  been  very  deficient  in  wisdom. 
Many  gentlemen,  he  said,  were  very  particn- 
loily  opposed  to  the  British  Treaty  and  to  the 
great  emis^o  of  transferable  paper.  Could  it 
then  be  sappoaed  these  gentlemen  conid,  in  this 
instance,  so  oliange  their  opinion  ?  The  gentle- 
man last  up  hod  said,  that  because  the  words 
were  in  the  reported  Address  they  ought  not 
to  be  stmck  out.  He  thought  that  the  House 
had  now  as  mnch  power  to  act  as  though  the 
eominittee  had  mode  no  report.  He  thonght 
they  ODght  not  in  any  way  to  be  infinenoad  by 
the  report  of  the  select  committee,  but  act  as 
thoogh  tbey  Lad  to  form  the  Addrees  them- 
selves. He  believed  that  the  Pbesidbnt  poe- 
seesed  both  wisdom  and  firTnnees.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  compliment  the  PBEamENT  as  mnch  as 
possible  in  his  personal  choraoter,  but  be  conld 
not  think  it  applicable  to  his  AdministratJon. 
He  thought  the  amendment  proposed  would 
meet  his  ooDonrrenc«,  attd  he  hoped  it  would 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  QiLBXBT  hoped  and  presnmed  that  tlie 
motion  of  his  ooUeogne  would  not  obtain.  He 
understood  that  the  House  addressed  the  PsESt- 
SKHT  in  answer  to  his  Speech,  always  as  a  pub- 
lic man,  and  not  in  his  private  capacity.  How 
extraordinary,  then,  will  it  appear  in  this  House 
to  refer  only  to  his  private  conduct  I  It  is,  in 
substance,  complimenting  him  sa  a  private  man, 
while  the  very  words  reprobate  him  in  his  pab- 
lio  station.  We  are  now  to  address  him  as 
PsBsinmr  of  the  Unimd  Statm.  We  may 
tell  him  of  his  wisdom  and  his  firmnesa,  bnt 
what  of  all  that  nnleM  we  ooonect  it  wil^  his 
Administration } 

Ur.  Ibaao  Sxtth. — The  slo  of  ingratitude  is 
worse  than  the  sin  of  witchcraft ;  and  we  shall 
damn  ourselves  to  everlasting  fame  if  we  with- 
hold the  mighty  tribute  due  to  the  excellent 
man  whom  we  pretend  to  address.  Posterity, 
throughout  all  future  generations,  wilt  mj  out 


shame  on  ns.  Onr  sons  will  blnah  that  their 
fathers  were  hia  foes.  ,  If  eioess  were  possible 
on  this  oooasioni,  itwonld  bea^orioos  fault, 
and  worth  a  dozen  of  litde,  sneakmg,  frigid  vir- 
tuea.  I  abhor  a  grndging  bankrupt  payment, 
where  the  debtor  ia  much  more  benefited  thao 
the  creditor.  The  gentleman  from  Yii^inia 
misrepresents  his  own  constitneots — I  am  sure 
be  does  all  the  rest  of  the  Union.  On  the  pres- 
ent occasion  we  ought  not  to  consult  onr  own 
littie  feelings  and  senubilities.  We  should  speak 
with  the  heart  and  in  the  voice  of  millions,  and 
then  we  should  speak  warm  and  load.  Whatt 
"Damn  with  faint  praise:"  and  BUpjU'ees  or 
freeze  the  warm,  energetic,  gratefiil  sensationa 
of  almost  every  honest  heart  from  Ifsine  to 
Tennessee  I  I  will  not  do  it  I  Every  line  shall 
bum  I  This  la  a  left-handed  way  of  adoring 
the  people. 

Mr.  Dattoit  (the  Speaker)  sud,  the  motion 
then  before  them  was  of  great  importance,  and 
every  man  who  thooght  Uivorably  of  the  Pbbb- 
ioemt's  Administration  should  there  make  a 
stand.  For,  if  the  words  were  struck  out,  it 
wonld  convey  an  idea  to  the  world  that  it  waa 
the  opinion  of  that  House  that  the  Administra- 
don  of  the  PnBsuiBirx  bad  neither  been  wise 
nor  patriotio.  Gentlemen  might  very  well  oon- 
cur  in  the  Address  in  its  present  form,  who  did 
not  think  that  every  single  act  of  tlie  Fbbsi- 
DSNT  had  been  wise  and  firm,  since  it  was  his  , 
Administration  in  general  which  was  referred 
to,  and  not  each  mdividual  act.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  amendment  offered  would  be  de- 
cidedly opposed,  and  that  the  words  proposed 
to  be  struck  out  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  the  words  objeetod  to 
were  conceived  to  mean  more  than  they  realty 
did  mean  hy  gentiemen  who  supported  the  prea- 
ent  motion ;  nor  could  he  conceive  how  t£e 
words  "  firmneas  and  patriotism,"  proposed  to 
he  inserlod,  oonld  apply  to  any  tlting  bnt  the 
public  character  of  the  Pbbsidiht.  On  the  first 
view  of  the  Address,  Mr.  Q.  add,  he  thonght 
with  the  gentlemen  from  New  York  and  Virgi- 
nia, and  it  waa  not  without  oonsiderabte  hesita- 
tion that  he  brought  himseh'  to  agree  to  tbia 
a  of  the  Address.  He  found,  however,  on 
er  enunination.  that  they  did  not  go  so  br 
as  he  at  first  thought  they  did.  Hod  they  ap- 
proved of  every  measure  of  the  P&ibidknt  or 
TH»  DtirrBD  feATB^  he  should  have  voted 
against  them.  But,  in  the  first  place,  he  would 
observe,  that  his  Administration  did  not  in- 
dnde Legislative  acts ;  so  that  whatever  evila 
bad  arisen  from  the  funding  or  bonking  systwns 
were  not  to  be  charged  to  the  I^iBinaiiT. 
Tiiey  did  not  mean  to  pay  compliments  to  Ihem- 
sdves  but  to  the  Prbsidemt  :  therefore,  the 
words  in  question  rdated  only  to  the  Admiui»- 
tration  of  the  PsisniaNT  alone,  and  not  to  thos» 
offlcera  of  Btate  which  had  been  supposed  by 
some  gentlemen.  The  first  question  was,  then, 
whether  that  Administration  had  been  marked 
with  wisdom,  firmness,  and  patriotism  t  Asd, 
he  would  briefly  say,  so  far  as  related  to  tba  in- 
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^ml  Btafttion  of  th«  eoimtrj,  it  had  borne  theae 

nuts.     He    did    not  reooUeot  anj  InstaiiM 

■bere  h«  conld  Bay  here  was  any  want  of  wia- 

dnii,  or  there  of  firmnese  or  patriotism.    If  they 

proceeded  to  foreign  affairs,  a  great  number  of 

Dcmbera  were  foqnd  (be  for  one)  who  wished 

thit  eertaia  aots  bad  not  taken  place ;  and,  if  he 

thought,  in  giving  approbation  to  this  Address, 

be  was  approving  of  these  measures,  he  wonid 

urtaicily  vote  against  it.    Bnt,  at  the  gentlemen 

from  South  Oorolina  and  New  Jener  (Mr.  Suith 

•od  the  Bpki3:kb)  bad  obeerred,  as  the  appro- 

batioD  went  to  the  Admiaiatration  in  toto,  it 

bad  rcBpect  to  90  particular  act    Kor  did  be 

bdieTe  the  literal  eenae  of  the  words  wonld 

applj  to  the  bnmnew  of  the  lat«  treatj.    [He 

read  the  words.}     The  moet  clear  meaniog  of 

tikew  words  related  to  the  present  GoTemnient 

and  conatitntion  ;    and  the  word  "saceees" 

conld  apply  to  those  partB  ofthe  Adminiatistion 

onU  which  bad  bad  time  to  be  matured.    He 

did  Dot  believe  that  at  the  present  period  it 

conld  be  said  that  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain 

had  baeasDCcessfiil,  and,  therefore,  oonld  not  be 

fndoded  within  the  meaning  of  the  ezpreesion. 

Hot  meaning  to  pledge  an  approbation  of  that 

Mt,  and  not  conceiving  that  the  sentence  conld 

have  meh  a  meaning,  he  would  vote  againat  the 

prmeeed  amendment  and  for  the  original. 

Tbt  qaeetion  waa  put  on  the  amendment  apd 
Bapfived.  The  committee  then  roee,  reported 
the  Addrcea  with  the  amecdmenta,  when  the 
Hooae  took  them  np,  and  having  gone  through 

On  the  qneetdon  being  about  to  be  pnt  on  the 
answer  as  amended,  Hr.  Biottm  wished  the 
yeaa  and  nays  mi^t  be  taken,  that  posterity 
mi^t  gee  that  he  did  not  consent  to  the  Addreaa. 

The  main  qneetion  being  pat,  it  was  resolved 
in  tbeaffirauttdve— yeasSf,  najslS,  asfbllawa; 

Tkas. — Piihn'  Amei,  Tlieodanii  Bailey,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  David  Bnd,  Theophlliu  Bradbniy,  Katban 
Btyan,  Gabrid  Chiiitie,  ThmnaB  Cluborns,  John 
Cbrton,  Jodma  Colt,  William  Coopar,  William 
oik,  Jamea  Dannpvt,  Heniy  Dorbani,  Gaoige 
Dm,  Genoa  Ege,  Abiel  Foiter,  Dwight  FoMr, 
Jtas  FianUiii,  Kadianisl  Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  Gal- 
latia,  Ei^ial  Gilbert  Jamei  OiCeqnB,  Nfcholu  Gil- 
Ban,  Hanij  Olemt,  Chameey  Ooodricb,  Andrew 
Ct^g,  Koger  Griawold,  William  B.  Giove,  Kobert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Hairijon,  Thomai  Hart- 
^7,  JoEuthaa  N.  HaTant,  John  Headi,  Thomai  Han- 
dnaoo,  WmiuD  Hindnian,  George  Jadoon,  Aaron 
Xilclwll,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  MadiKin,  Franeia 
ICalbene,  Andrew  Hooie,  Fndeiick  A.  Mohlenbeig^ 
Jobn  Nklx^w,  John  P^ce,  Jonah  PkAer,  John 
PatUn,  J<Aa  Read,  Jtdm  Richard*,  Samuel  Sewalt, 
Mai  S.  'Sfaerbnme,  Samuel  Siwieaves,  NaCbaniel 
Snth.  larael  Smith,  Inae  Smith,  William  Smith, 
BUiard  Sfirigg,  jr.,  WiUiBm  Stnidmck,  John  Swon- 
wiefc,  Ze^ianiah  Swilt,  George  Tbatoher,  Hark 
llhoB^MDii,  John  E  Tan  AlleD,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jgm^   B.  Varsom,  Pel^  Wadmvth,  and  John 

Nava.— ThooM*  Bloimt,  laaao  Cole^  William  B. 
ffiUtj  Chrirto^ar  Greenap,  James  Holland,  Andrew 
JadtM.  Edward  Uvingrton,  Matthew  Locke,  WU- 

vou  n.— 3 


liam  I^man,  Samnel  Maelay,  NaOaniel  Hacon,  B«d 
Abraham  Vaoabie, 

Seaolved,  That  the  BpBtxKR,  attended  by  the 
Honse,  do  present  the  said  Address;  and  that 
Mr,  Amks,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Sitobkaveb, 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  PsEsiDeirr  to 
know  when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for 


e  the  SI 


Fbidat,  December  16. 
Mr.  Ajies,  from  the  oommittee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Prksidrnt  to  know  when  and 
where  he  wonld  receive  the  answer  of  this 
Honse  to  his  Address,  reported  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed to  receive  it  at  bis  house  this  day  at 
two  o'clock. 


the  Praidfent. 

Tha  Sfxaxsx  informed  the  IIoDse  that  the 
honr  was  nearly  at  hand,  which  the  Phuidedt 
had  appointed  for  receiving  the  Address  of  the 
House,  in  answer  to  bis  Speech.  The  members, 
in  a  body,  accordingly  waited  upon  the  Pbesi- 
DENT,  at  his  honse ;  and  the  Bpuxeb  pro- 
noonced  the  following  Address: 

"  Sib  :  The  Hooie  of  BaprasenUtivea  have  attend- 
ed to  your  cammanication  rsapecting  the  atate  of  our 
county,  with  all  the  senobi^^  that  the  oonlempla- 
tioD  of  the  sabject  and  a  Bonae  of  duty  can  iupzre. 

"We  u«  gntiSed  by  the  informatiaD,  that  mea- 
mree  calcnlatod  to  enanre  a  ooutlunauai  of  tbe  friend- 
ahip  of  the  Indiana,  and  to  maintain  the  tranqnilli^ 
of  the  Weatem  frontier,  have  been  adopted ;  and  wa 
indnlge  the  hope  that  theae,  by  Impieaong  the  Indian 
tribea  with  more  correct  eooeeptiona  of  the  jnitice,  aa 
well  aa  power  of  the  UmCed  Stataa,  will  be  attei^ad 
with  aneosu. 

"While  we  notice,  with  latiafaction,  the  alapa  that 
yon  have  taken,  in  pnrvnance  of  the  late  tieatiea 
with  aeveral  foreign  nationa,  the  liberstian  of  onr  cid- 
lena,  who  were  priaonera  at  Al^en^  ia  aiatyectof 
peculiar  felicitation.  We  shall  dieerFally  co-opeiate 
In  any  farther  measoies  that  ahall  appear,  on  ooniid- 
eration,  te  be  laqniaite. 

"  We  have  ever  conenned  with  yon  In  the  most 
aincere  and  anlform  disposition  to  preserre  onr  neo- 
tral  relations  inviolate ;  and  it  is,  of  coane,  with 
■niis^  and  deep  regret  we  hear  that  any  inteiriq)- 
tion  of  cnu  harmony  with  the  French  Kepnt>lio  haa 
occnrred ;  (br  we  feel  with  yon,  and  with  oar  conad- 
tnents,  the  cordial  and  Qnabaled  wiah  to  mUntiin  a 
perfectly  friendly  understanding  with  that  nation. 
Yoar  endeavors  to  fnllil  that  wiah,  and  by  all  boner- 
able  means  to  preserve  peace  and  to  restore  that  har- 
mony and  aSbctioo,  wEuch  have  heretofoie  m  happily 
snbtiited  between  the  Ftcnch  Republic  and  the 
United  States,  cannot  fail,  therefiae,  to  Interest  om 
attention.  Aod  while  we  partidpate  in  the  fell  re- 
liance yon  have  eipreued  on  tlw  pataotiam,  self- 
respect,  and  fortitude  of  onr  coontiymeii,  we  cherish 
the  pleasing  hopv  that  a  mutual  qnrit  of  joatice  and  mo- 
deration will  enanre  the  anocesa  of  yonr  peraeverBDM. 

"  The  varions  anbjeots  of  yonr  commonication  wQl, 
re^eetively,  meet  with  the  attention  that  ia  dne  te 
tfadr  importance. 

"  When  we  advert  to  the  internal  titnation  of  the 
United  States  wa  daem  it  eqaally  natorsl  and  beeom- 
iag  to  compaie  the  present  period  with  that  tnunadl- 
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■MI7  uiteeedeDt  ta  ttiB  opentton  of  tbe  Gorermiant, 
and  to  oontrut  it  witli  tbe  caJiunitiet  in  which  the 
■tats  of  WBT  stQl  iaroWes  uvsnl  of  the  Eoropcaii 
natiotii,  ai  the  Tefleetloiu  deduced  from  both  tead  to 
jiuti^  u  well  u  to  excite  a  warmer  admiration  of 
our  ine  oonitiEntiDii,  and  to  exalt  onr  mindi  to  a 
more  fervent  and  grataM  Mnie  of  pietj  tovardi 
Almi(;ht7  Ood  for  the  benefloenoe  of  Hii  pnnidence, 
b;  which  !to  Adminiitralion  has  been  hitherto  to  TS* 
ma^ablv  dijitin^niihed. 
"  Anii  while  we  entert 

Curiae,  firm,  and  patriotic 
sKnallj  conducive  to  the  mcoeu  of  the  present 
fbnn  of  gorenmient,  we  cannot  forbear  lo  eiprera  the 
deep  senutioTu  of  regret  with  which  wi  contemplate 
yonr  intended  retiremeDt  from  office. 

"As  no  other  anltable  ooca^n  ma;  occur,  we 
Rksnot  anffiir  tha  preaent  to  paaa  wilhcmt  attemptinK 
to  diaolose  some  of  the  emotiona  which  it  cannot  fail 
to  awaken. 

"The  gratitude  and  admiradonoffonTooniitrymen 
■ip  still  £«ni  to  the  leotJloadonof  those  resplendent 
Tirtoei  and  talenta  which  were  so  eminentlj  hutm- 
meatal  to  the  achi«*emeitt  of  the  ReTotution,  and  of 
wbioh  that  glorious  event  will  ever  be  the  mamoriaL 
Tour  obedienoe  to  the  Toioe  ofdat;  and  yonioonntr;, 
irtien  70D  quitted  reluctantly,  a  seoood  time,  the  re- 
treat yoa  had  choaen,  and  Gut  accepted  the  Freiddency, 
aSbrded  a  new  proof  of  the  devotediiess  of  ;oDr  seal 
In  it*  service,  and  an  eariMst  of  the  patriotism  and 
•nooeai  which  have  characterized,  yonr  Adminiatra- 
tion.  As  the  mtefnl  confidence  of  tha  citiiens  In 
the  virtoes  of  their  Chief  Magistrate  has  essentiallj 
oontribnted  lo  that  locceaa,  we  pencade  onnelves 
that  the  milUoni  whom  wa  represeat,  partidpata 
with  us  in  the  aozioaa  Kilicitode  of  the  present  ocoa- 

"  Yet  we  cannot  be  tmtnindfnl  that  jota  modera- 
tloD  and  magnatumi^,  twioe  dinilajed  b;  retiring 
from  jonr  suited  stations,  afibid  examples  no  less 
Tan  and  instroctive  to  mankind,  than  valuable  to  a 
Republic 

"AlthoDgfa  we  tm  lenAle  that  this  event,  of 
itself,  compuitel  the  Initrs  of  a  bharactsr  alreadj  oon- 
■[dciionslj  nnitralled  by  the  ooinddenoe  of  rirtue, 
taknta,  SDoeeti^  and  pnUio  estimation ;  jet  wa  em- 
otive we  owe  it  to  7011,  sir,  and  still  more  emjdiati- 
oaDy  to  owsdrss  and  to  (hit  nation,  (of  the  langnage 
of  whose  hearts  we  preanme  to  think  otnaelms  at 
this  moment  the  fUtbfnl  interpreten,)  to  e^ieia  the 
•sntlments  with  which  it  Is  oontomplated. 

"  The  spectacle  of  a  ft«e  and  enlightened  nation 
oSbrins,  1^  its  Representatives,  the  tribute  of  on- 
feigned  approbUiDn  to  its  first  citiian,  however  novel 
and  IntenstiDg  it  may  be,  derive*  M  its  lostre  (a 
histie  which  aooident  or  Qiflioaiasm  ooold  not  bestow, 
and  which  adnlatim  wonid  tnndsh)  bom  the  &an- 
■eendent  metH  of  which  it  is  the  volmttaiy  testimony. 

"  Hay  yoa  lon^eqjoy  that  liber^  whirls  so  dear 
to  yon,  aod  to  which  your  name  wiU  ever  be  so  dear ; 
may  your  own  nitues  and  a  nation's  prayers  obtain 
the  haziest  moshiae  for  the  decline  of  your  days 
Hnd  the  ehdoest  <if  fiitnre  blessings.  For  onr  oc 
tiy's  sake,  forthe  sake  of  Republican  Uber^,  It  is  .  _ 
enmest  wish  that  yonr  example  may  b«  the  guide  of 
j'onr  sneeeisors;  and  thns,  alter  bemg  the  ornament 
and  aafegnard  of  the  present  aga,  become  the  patri- 

To  which  th«  Prebidekt  made  the  /oUowiog 
Beply: 


[Dbcskbek,  ITHL 

To  a  dtiian  whoee  views  were  tm- 
ambitimu,  who  preferred  the  shads  and  tranqnillity  of 
private  lift,  to  the  splendor  and  solidtade  of  elevat  ed 
stations,  and  whom  the  voice  of  ds^  and  his  comitiy 
oonid  aloae  have  drawn  from  his  ohosen  retreat,  no 
reward  for  his  pnblio  services  can  be  so  grateM  as 
pahlic  approbation,  accompanied  by  a  conscioosneat 
that  to  render  those  services  nsefnl  to  that  conntry 
has  been  his  single  aim :  and  idien  this  approbation 
is  expressed  by  the  Bepreaanlatives  of  a  free  and  en- 
Bgfated  nation,  the  teward  will  admit  ef  no  addition. 
Itecuve,  gentlemen,  my  stneere  and  at&clion«ta 
thanks  for  tUs  dnial  testimony  that  my  servioea 
have  been  acoeptatde  and  nsefnl  to  my  conotiy.  The 
strong  oonfideooe  of  my  fsUow-citJiens,  while  it  ani- 
matsd  all  my  actions,  ensued  their  xeidoos  co-opera- 
tion,  which  rendered  those  services  succetsfuL  The 
virtne  and  wisdom  of  mj  snooenors,  joined  with  tb« 
patriotism  and  intelligeiice  of  the  c[tizens  who  oom- 
poee  the  other  branches  of  Government,  I  firmly 
tnut,  win  lead  them  to  the  adoption  of  meemrea 
which,  by  the  beneficeooe  of  Providence,  will  give 
stability  to  onr  system  of  Government,  add  to  its  suc- 
cess, arid  sBcnre  to  ooiselves  and  to  posterity  that 
liberty  which  is  to  all  of  na  so  dear. 

"  While  I  acknowledge,  with  pleasnn,  the  sincere 
and  nniform  diipoaition  of  the  House  of  Hepiteeuta- 
tives  to  preserve  onrnenb^  relations  InTiolata,  and, 
with  them,  deeply  regret  any  degree  of  intemptiesi 
of  onr  good  nndentanding  with  the  French  R^ablie, 
I  b^  you,  gentlemen,  to  re*t  assured  that  my  endea- 
will  be  earnest  and  nnoeasii^.  by  all  honorable 


n  will  crown  thoee  endeavon  with 

'■I shall  cheerihlly  concur  In  &e  beneficial  mea- 
sures which  your  deUberations  shall  matnni  on  tha 
various  subjects  demanding  your  attention.  And 
while  directing  joat  labon  to  advance  the  real  in- 
terests of  onr  country,  yoa  tvotive  Its  bleatsop ;  with 
perfect  sinceri^  my  individual  wishes  will  be  offtoed 
for  yonr  present  and  future  fblid^. 

"  G.  WASHINGTON." 

The  members  then  returned  to  the  Hoiue, 
and  h&ving  remmed  their  places,  the  Spkaxxb 
presented  a  coot  of  the  PxumBNT'e  Answer  to 
the  Olerk ;  which  he  read. 

UpiTDAT,  Deoember  19. 
JoHir  Hathobst,  from  New  Tork,  and  JoBif 
UiLLKixiB,  from  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 
their  seats, 

A  new  member,  to  nit,  Euska  R,  Potteb,  from 
Bbode  laland,  in  the  place  of  BEtaAMor  Bommt, 
'    «d,  appeared,  prodooed  his  credentials,  waa 
led,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

MoNSAT,  December  86. 

National  Uhitertitj/. 

Ur.  Habpxb  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  Ibi 

the  House  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  estab 

lishmect  of  a  Nationa]  University.    The  Honae 

acoordin(^y  formed  iteelf  into  a  ootnmitte^— 

Mr.  Oon  in  the  ohair. 

When  the  report  waa  read,  }ix.  Maook  aaid 
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1iw«  w«8  the  TTord  **  wravpiiatioD"  In  the  re- 
Vif~  He  did  not  reooUect  any  having  been 
■ealM  for  that  parpoM.  He  vished  to  knoir 
wtUwastneaott 

ICr.  Oruk  s^d,  anthori^wu  ^ven  for  the 
PiEBtOEST  to  appropriate  aboat  twentj  seres 
of  knd  for  the  erection  of  this  ballding ;  this 
he  supposed  to  be  'what  wag  meant. 

Ur.  N1CH01.AB  Baid,  that  some  time  or  other 
the  institiition  of  a  Seminary  in  this  DiatHct 
mij  be  of  use,  but  at  present,  and  in  the  mao' 
ner  contemplated  in  this  report,  it  would  not 
do.  If  carried  into  effect  tjing,  it  will  some- 
time need  an  appropriation.  We  are  now,  sMd 
lb.  N^  Roiog  into  the  snbject^  bnt  we  know 
not  to  what  lengths  it  may  cury  us ;  we  do  not 
know  where  it  will  end.  He  did  not  think  the 
time  had  arrived  to  inoorporate  a  company  for 
Miffing  a  National  Univereity.  It  would  be 
taldng  money  from  those  diatriots  of  coantry 
which  can  do  for  theniBelvea,  and  would  receive 
no  benefit  from  this  institation.  It  would  be 
inMQvement  and  inconsistent  for  people  living 
at  a  considerable  distance  to  send  tneir  children 
to  this  Univcrsil;;  be^dea,  he  thon^ht,  the 
flnther  children  are  from  home,  by  being  less 
mder  the  eye  of  their  parents,  the  more  their 
morals  wonld  be  injnrM.  If  it  be  a  Kational 
Univerfflty,  it  most  be  for  the  nse  of  the  nation. 
•Jt  wiD  then  be  necessary  to  open  Amda  for  the 


it  why  we  shonld  precipitate  the  bosincss; 
It  is  the  last  time  he  wiS  have  sn  opportmuty 
to  addren  this  Eoose,  and  it  being  an  object  he 
riumld  like  to  see  encouraged  when  it  was  prac- 
ticable^ he  took  that  opportonity  to  express  it. 
Ve  are  not  now  in  a  sitaation  to  forward  its 
ostahlishinent.  It  may  be  done  at  some  time, 
bnt  Mr.  N.  thonght  it  would  be  many  jeara  flnt. 
That  ^strict  of  conntry  would  be  many  years 
hefiMV  it  could  encoorage  the  hapa  of  snch  a 
plan  prospering.  He  thonght  gentlemen  from 
other  pails  of  the  Union  wonld  not  say  they 
wanted  it  for  their  yonth.  He  thonght  if  the 
Honse  once  entered  into  the  subject,  the  respon> 
Anlity  wotdd  fitU  on  it  to  keep  up  the  inatj- 

Hr.  Hakpcb  gaid,  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
ftat  the  gentleman  last  np  had  attended  snfB- 
deotlT  to  this  report,  for  he  seemed  to  be  mnch 
^sti^MD  BB  to  )b>  principle.  There  was  noth- 
«  lag  in  it  that  contemplated  pledging  the  tTnited 
BtalM  to  find  funds  for  its  support  ■  nor  was  it 
Ae  o^^ect  of  the  report  to  establish  a  National 
Unfverrf^.  He  a^ved  with  the  gentleman, 
that  we  were  not  arrived  at  a  period  for  snob 
a  inatitndon.  Bnt  gentlemen  wonld  see  that 
tbe  oMect  of  the  commissioners  was  not  to 
oUifiui  a  National  University  or  obtain  money 
fim  flie  United  States,  bnt  their  direct  object 
wi^  to  be  incorporated,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to 
neejve  neh  I^aciea  and  donations  as  may  be 
pracnted  to  the  inatitntion,  and  hold  it  in  trust 
ta  tli«f  pnrpoee.  ^e  Fbebideiit  had  already 
gfvMH  niseteen  aonu  of  land,  and  signified  his 


intention  to  give  fllty  shares  in  the  Potomac 
canal  whenever  there  was  proper  authority  to 
receive  endowments.  It  Hipears  that  there  is 
no  antborityat  present  The  memorial  goes  no 
further  than  to  aathorize  thom  to  receive  such 
benefactions  as  may  be  made,  and  hold  them  in 
trust.  How  fiir,  then,  this  went  towtu^s  in- 
volving this  Hoase  in  its  support,  he  shonld 
leave  the  good  sense  of  gentlemen  to  Jodga 
Mr.  H.  thonght  tbe  amonnt  of  this  memonal 
conld  not  have  any  evil  tendency,  bat  it  may 
have  a  good  one ;  for  which  reason  he  hoped  It 
wonld  be  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Baldwin  did  not  know  any  thing,  accord- 
ing to  his  present  views,  which  00^  be  in- 
Jnriona  in  the  report.  At  present  it  seemed 
fiivorable  to  him.  Ee  had  two  principal  ideas 
in  his  mind,  which  made  it  ^pear  so ;  if  neither 
of  which  was  cleared  np  otherwisa  he  shonld 
vote  for  it.  The  first  thing  he  should  ask  was, 
Is  such  a  thing  desirable?  And  then,  Is  there 
a  Seminary  so  near  the  spot  contemplated,  as  to 
moke  it  hostile  in  this  Honse  to  enoourage  this 
Univerritvf  He  believed  there  was  none  that 
this  will  injure,  bnt  that  an  estabU^iment  like 
this  wonld  be  very  agreeable  in  that  District. 
If  it  was  desirable,  who  conld  nnderlake  i^ 
who  encourage  it,  like  this  Honse  I  They  conld 
not  do  it  themselves.  I^  then,  the  step  is  a 
proper  one,  it  can  never  be  too  soon  to  00m- 
mence  it,  althou^  it  may  be  many  yeare  before 
it  may  be  wanted.  The  olfjection  may  be,  that 
it  would  be  wrong  to  incorporate  a  Literaiy 
Society;  but  we  have  irequent  instances  of  in- 
corporation, and  nothing  can  prove  it  improper, 
since  no  pecuniary  aid  is  reqnired,  no  grant  in 
money  is  asked.  If  it  was,  I  should,  like  the 
gentl^an  before  me,  (Ur.  NioHOLAa,)  disap- 

frove  of  it,  bnt  not  now  seeing  reason  to  objeo^ 
shall  vote  for  the  report 

Ur.ChtAiK. — After  the  caution  theoommittee 
had  observed  in  forming  their  report,  to  prevent 
objections,  I  am  sorry  they  should  be  chafed 
with  things  they  do  not  In  the  least  merit  If 
the  report  contemplated  the  raising  a  ftmd  for 
the  support  of  this  institution  from  the  United 
States,  there  nught  have  been  some  ground  for 
gentlemen's  objections ;  bnt,  as  there  is  not  the 
most  distant  view  of  such  a  thing,  I  am  sur- 
prised to  bear  it  objected  to.  I  did  not  en>eet 
it  fi-om  that  gentleman,  (Ur.  Nicaous.)  I  did 
not  expect  to  hear.him  say,  that  institntiona  of 
this  kind  were  not  wanted  there;  it  might  have 
oome  better  from  gentiemen  redding  in  more 
distant  parts  of  the  United  States. 

H  this  snbject  was  now  before  the  Honse,  tar, 
I  shonld  not  be  against  proving,  at  this  time, 
that  it  is  the  dnty  of  iheUnited  States  to  estab- 
lish a  Univerdtj,  and  that  the  sooner  it  was 
done  the  better.  But,  as  this  Is  not  the  case, 
as  we  are  oijy  aaked  to  permit  its  enoonrage- 
ment,  by  allowing  these  people  to  receive  bene- 
factions, how  can  we  refuse?  Shall  we  shut 
the  door  against  individual  benevolencet  There 
are  iy)propriationa  already  made  to  this  instita- 
tion.    There  is  a  ftmd  now  of  fifly  ahares  in  tbe 
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canal,  which  is  now  valuable  and  increnslDg  in 
value  daily,  I  think  the  eitnalion  far  this  pur- 
pose very  f;ood ;  and  the  pmbable  increase  of 
the  city  of  Washington  will  indaco  many  per- 
isons  to  beuevolence  for  this  purpose.  I  know 
of  no  situation  more  central,  and  believe  there 
b  no  place  of  the  kind  ia  its  neighborhood ;  and 
from  an  established  knowledj^e  it  would  be  a 
verj  naefnl  and  desirable  institation,  shall  vote 

Ur.  W.  Ltuui. — As  &r  bb  I  can  tmderstand, 
the  land  which  ia  now  to  be  appropriated  for 
tbia  UniverMty  is  tho  property  of  the  United 
States.  Does  not  this  look  as  though  the  Uiuted 
States  are  to  patronize  and  support  the  estab- 
lishmentt  If  we  take  this  step,  I  shall  very 
mnoh  wonder  if  our  neit  is  not  to  be  caU^ 
npon  to  prodnce  money.  I  do  not  exnect  mncb 
from  the  liberality  of  individaai*;  and  can  it  be 
expected  that  people  from  the  remote  parts  of 
the  United  States  will  send  their  children  to  this 
Beminaryt  Surely  not;  and  consequently  their 
money  will  be  lost  It  will  be  a  natnral  aonroe 
of  discontent  to  them  to  pay  their  money 
merely  for  others  to  obtain  the  advantage.  It 
may  bo  very  good  for  people  thereationt,  bnt 
remote  parts  cannot  derive  the  least  adrantage 
from  the  institution.  We  are  going  quite  too 
fast  into  this  business,  without  attending  to 
probable  consequences. 

I  think  it  would  have  been  more  proper,  if 
these  people  bad  only  wanted  this  power, 
them  to  have  applied  to  the  State  Legisletare 
of  Uaryland;  it  wonld  be  more  to  thur  interest 
and  AMy  to  encourage  a  Seminary  if  one  h 
wanted  in  that  place.    They  have  eafiBcient 

eiwer  Tested  in  them  to  encourage  &Q  such 
ndable  tmdertakinga.  For  ns  to  encourage 
this  would  be  to  do  iigury,  instead  of  having  a 
number  of  schools  planted  in  varions  parts,  they 
are  DOW  all  to  centre  in  one;  and  the  people 
are  to  neglect  all  to  sapport  this  onej  ns  others 
would  become  very  weak. 

I  flatter  myself  to  have  as  liberal  sentiments 
on  such  inatJtntions  as  other  gentlemen,  bnt  I 
do  nncerely  think  small  academies  are  as  nse* 
ftil  as  this  institution  for  a  Umversit;,  The 
large  Institntions  are  generally  out  of  the  readi 
of  people  in  general,  and  of  the  nuddling  class 
in  particniar.  These  amaU  academies  have  pro- 
dnoed  many  eminent  literary  characters  in  tlie 
oomitry.  If  it  should  be  necessary  at  any  time 
to  form  a  Seminary  for  the  use  of  that  District, 
Oongress  woold  not  refuse  its  encouragement; 
but  to  draw  money  for  a  National  University  I 
hope  they  never  will  agree.  Bnt  gentlemen 
say  this  is  not  aaked ;  true  it  ia  not  at  this  time, 
but  there  la  that  in  the  priiiciple  that  will  most 
certainly  lead  to  it. 

Mr.  DiTTOff  (the  Speaker)  siud,  if  it  should 
ever  be  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  eetab- 
tish  a  National  University,  he  was  of  opinion 
this  was  an  improper  time  for  making  the  de- 
cision. He  dtd  not  believe  the  committee  who 
made  the  report  meant  to  do  more  than  had 
been  stated;  bnt  the  effect,  he  said,  wonld  be 


what  he  predicted;  this  mesaure  would  be 
looked  upon  as  an  entering  wedge,  and  they 
should  hereafter  be  told  they  mnat  go  throogo 
with  it.  If  gentlemen  were  prepared  to  sanc- 
a  institution  of  this  kind  they  wonld  of 
do  it;  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
!,  bnt  shonld  g^ve  it  his  negative. 
Ur.  NiOHotta  said  he  had  not  been  convinced 
by  the  obaervationa  of  gentlemen  who  had 
ipoken  in  favor  of  this  re[>ort  that  all  the  mis- 
ihiefe  wonld  not  follow  this  measure  which  he 
before  predicted.  He  inquired  into  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  National  Umversity.  The 
pRBSiDEST  had  said  (and  the  commia^onere 
after  him)  it  was  to  establish  a  uniformity  d 
principlea  and  manners  throughout  the  Union. 
This,  he  believed,  could  not  be  effected  by  any 
inatitntion.  If;  said  he^  you  incorporate  men 
to  baild  a  University,  are  you  not  pledf^ng 
yonraelvea  to  make  up  any  deflciencyl  and,  as 
the  baildiug  most  be  commensurate  with  the 
otject,  they  would  have  an  enormous  empty 
house  continually  calling  npon  them  for  oon- 
tribntions  to  its  support.  Whatever  moderation 
had  been  obserreu  in  framing  this  report,  Mr. 
N.  aelA  it  was  like  many  others  which  came 
before  them ;  it  was  so  covered  ss  not  to  show 
half  the  miBchie&  which  would  attend  it.    If  a 

[ilan  of  educaUon  was  wanted  for  that  District, 
Bt  members  from  that  part  of  the  country  say 
so,  and  he  wonld  be  ready  to  afford  them  everv 
necesBary  assistance ;  but  he  would  not  think 
of  going  into  the  scheme  of  aNational  Univerttty . 
The  district  of  country  from  whence  it  came 
might  stand  in  great  need  of  seminaries  of 
leaning,  as  had  been  hinted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Ur.  Cbuk,)  but  their  ignorance 
must  continue  until  they  were  sensible  of  their 
want  of  instruction.  He  believed  there  was  no 
Federal  quality  in  knowledge,  and  no  Fed- 
eral aid  was  neceaaary  to  the  spreading  of  it, 
Every  district  of  country  was  competent  to 
provide  for  the  education  of    its  own  oiti- 

nand  he  should  not  give  his  countenance 
e  national  plan  proposed,  because  the  ex- 
pense would  be  enormoua,  and  because  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  attended  with  any  good 
effect,  bnt  with  much  eviL 

If  a  University  is  wanted  for  the  nae  at 
that  District,  or  any  other  part,  Mr.  N.  eaid  ho 
would  give  it  all  ue  enconiiigement  poeeible, 
but  he  could  not  agree  to 'go  to  snoh  great, 
leagtha — lengths  whidi  were  not  yet  explored.' 

Mr.  R.  Spbigo  oonaidered  the  report  before 
them  aa  of  a  very  harmless  nature.  The  P^ 
BiDBHT,  he  said,  had  appropriated  land  npon 
which  to  erect  the  Umvetnty  in  qneatlon. 
They  were  not  called  upon  to  sanction  that 
appropriatioa  Hia  power  to  give  it  was  fiill 
tmd  ample.  The  thing  was  done,  and  he  had 
promised  a  i^tnre  donation.  The  apprehennons 
(^  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas) 
seemed  to  arise  from  his  conceiving  they  were 
about  to  sanction  a  National  University,  anch  ai 
had  been  recommended  bv  the  FniaiuxNT.  If 
this  were  the  case,  althDngh  the  Repr«sentatiT« 
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of  that  Diatriot,  he  ahoald  not  give  bis  vote  in 

NMwrt  of  the  measDre.    On  tlie  contrarj,  he 

wd,  they  were  called  npon  merely  to  anthorize 

proper  persona   to   receive  donatjong  for  a  Uni- 

rornty.     What  aort  of  institadon  this  sbonld 

be,  would  be    for   the   future  oousideratlon  of 

Coi^reiaa.    Mr.    S.    said  he  shoold  always  be 

ready  to  give   his  eapport  to  every  measure 

irhidi  had  a    tendenny  to  apread  knowledge 

flironghont  the  United  States,  as  he  believed 

the  pTc^reas  of  knowledge  and  liberty  woald 

Mcompany  each  other.    The  gentleman  fWnn 

Virginia  eeeaved  to  think  this  institntioa  would 

•xdj  benefit  a  email  circle.    He  did  not  thick 

tin  State  of  Uairland  would  be  mach  beneflted 

Vy  it,  aa  they  had  already  two  good  QQiversities; 

but  he  thonght  it  doing  no  more  than  jaatioe  to 

the  owneiB  of  property  in  the  Federal  City 

that  this   ioatitntioQ    shoold  Iw   encouraged. 

That  was  asked  of  them  would  not  commit 

(hem  at  all  for  aoT  thing  liirther,  and  it  would 

ba  1  mean  of  tmrmng  the  attention  of  the  peo- 

rie  to  the  aapport  of  an  institntion  of  this 

Dud.    For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  Home 

wotdd  agree  to  the  report. 

Hr.  iJTnioBios  said  he  had  thonght,  like  the 
■eotleman  last  up,  that  there  was  nothing  in  it 
Sat  what  was  perfectly  harmless,  outjl,  recumog 
to  the  law  for  eetablishing  the  permanent  seat 
vt  Govermnent,  that  something  more  might  be 
mtended  than  the  eye  conid  at  first  discover. 
Mr.  L,  said,  he  tnmed  the  thing  a  variety  of 
ways  in  hu  mind,  and  eonld  not  aooonnt  for 
HHne  of  its  obacorities.  If  nothing  was  in- 
tend but  a  mere  incorporation,  why  not  ap- 
ply to  the  State  that  oonld  incorporate  each  a 
eo^t  Something  farther  seemed  to  be  in- 
tended: pnhhc  patronage  WAS  wanted  to  support 
this  iostitntion.  They  were  called  npon,  at  a 
moment's  notice,  to  give  their  eneomvgementto 
this  NalioDal  Institiition.  It  ia  tme,  Uiev  were 
caDed  upon  from  Toy  respeotable  antnority. 
Tbej  were  not  called  npon  to  appropriate  the 
paUio  ftmda  to  thia  pnrpcee;  but  how  far  the 
commiHionere    ace  jnmfiable  in   laying   ont 

Cbfic  lands  fbr  that  pnipoae.  he  knew  noL  He 
1  not  the  law  itself  at  ttan^  bat  he  was  donbt- 
fid  abont  the  inst  diapoealof  it,if  in  this  man- 
BV.  Tliia  land  was  for  public  nse.  The  nse  of 
lUs  land  was  to  erect  baildings  on  for  thebene- 
tt  of  Congreae;  and  if  these  OommisdoneTB  liad 

Cer  to  appropriate  it  tbr  building  a  National 
reiri^  on,  they  had  the  same  power  to  give 
tt  or  make  nae  of  It  for  any  other  purpose. 
floeh  inatitations  are  not  public,  but  private 


lids,  add  Ur.  L.,  I  view  as  the  effects  of  the 
iMcdntitHi,  were  it  to  he  adopted ;  but  I  would 
not  l>e  thought  as  in  the  least  refleotjng  on  the 
motivea  at  the  gentleman  who  brought  it  for- 
witd.  I  believe  it  will  operate  (as  a  gentleman 
Itiajas(l7e^)asan  "  entering-wedge ;"  and  at 
aoow  ftitore  time  we  shall  tie  told,  we  mnst  go 
en — DOW  we  have  encouraged  ita  institution,  we 
BDSt  Mii^rt  it.  We  shaU  bear  more  abont  it  at 
afiitnie  day.    Gentlemen  tell   yon,  mr,  that 


nothing  is  intended,  but  merely  to  permit  its 
institution.  Why  cannot  they  obtain  this  power 
which  is  asked  of  ns  of  the  State  where  it  is 
wanted  )  The  laws  there  will  permit  it,  and, 
most  likely,  it  could  be  obtained.  If  this  re- 
port  is  agreed  t«,  the  time  will  arrive  when  tbis 
institution  will  pretend  to  a  just  claim  on  this 
House  for  its  support;  and  the  reasons  they 
will  then  urge  will  have  a  force  which  wUl  not 
be  aa^y  repelled. 

Mr.  UAnisos  stud  he  was  very  fiir  from  con- 
sideriug,  with  some  gentlemen,  that  this  ia  a 
question  of  right  or  policy.  These  ideas  ore 
not  compreheuded  in  the  present  qnestion.  It 
is  not  whether  Congress  ought  to  interpose  in 
behalf  of  this  institution  or  not ;  it  is  whether 
Congress  will  encourage  an  establishment  which 
is  to  be  supported  entirely  independent  of  them. 
He  did  not  consider  it  would  ask  a  single  far- 
thing from  lis,  nor  that  it  would  pledge  Congress 
to  endow  the  establishment  with  any  support. 
The  State  of  Yii^nia  thought  proper^  auring 
the  war,  to  present  the  pRasmssT  with  fifty 
shares  in  the  Potomac  canal,  in  consideration 
of  his  services,  which  he  refused  accepting  fbr 
his  own  nse.  He  has  now  offered  to  ^ve  It  tA 
this  Semijiary,*  Some  other  individuals  have 
likewise  destined  part  of  their  laud  for  ita  sup- 
port, and  other  benefactions  may  be  expected. 
The  amount  of  this  motion  before  the  committee 
ia  whether  we  will  grant  power  and  security  to 
persons  to  receive  snch  donations  in  trust  for 
the  institution!  He  conceived  it  only  in  tUs 
simple  point  of  view,  and  he  thought  if  it  was 
worthy  of  patronage,  it  ought  to  bo  fi-om  the 
United  Statea. 

The  geutieman  from  Hew  York  (Mr.  Livino- 
ston)  seems  to  say  it  is  not  necessary  for  Oon- 
grees  to  interpose,  as  the  laws  of  Msryland 
allow  that  L^ialature  power  to  do  it,  and  they 
are  the  most  proper.  Congress  has  the  sole 
Jurisdiction  over  that  District :  it  is  not  with 
the  power  of  that  Lepslature.  Their  power 
in  that  District  conld  only  operate  by  virtue  of 
a  grant  from  the  United  Statea;  slthough  it  is 
oecessary,  until  that  District  becomes  the  per- 
manent seat  of  Government,  the  laws  of  Mary- 
land shoijd  be  in  force  there.  Thia  being  the 
situation,  the  oomnusnoners  applied  to  Con- 
gress to  give  them  the  power  to  receive  bene- 
&otioas. 

Another  thing  which  gentlemen  bad  otjeeted 
to,  is  its  being  osUed  a  National  TTniverrity. 
The  report  does  not  call  it  so ;  it  calls  it  "  A 
TTnivet^ty  in  lite  District  of  Colombia;"  which, 
ha  thonght,  was  materially  different.  Con- 
gress may  form  regulationa  for  institutions 
which  may  be  very  good,  and  yet,  not  be 
viewed  as  national  institutions.  It  was  in  this 
qualified  light  (fbr  he  wished  not  to  consider  it 
a  burden  on  the  natJou)  he  meant  to  vole  for 
the  report. 
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Mr.  SpBiooa  said  it  htA  been  Inqaired  wh^ 
tbo  Legulatnre  of  MaiTland  ooold  not  have 
Rraoted  the  ooniiniasioners  what  they  now  pray 
for?  He  answered  that  they  conid  make  no 
law  for  that  District  which  should  extend  be- 
yond the  time  at  which  the  seat  of  OoTemment 
was  to  be  removed  tbere.  He  mentioned  some 
instances  that  had  taken  place  while  he  was  a 
member  of  that  Legislature.  This,  he  said, 
aooonnted  for  Qte  application  of  the  cummis- 
doners  to  Oongrees. 

On  motion,  the  oommittee  rose,  and  had  leave 
tout  again. 

TTiseiM.T,  Decembers?. 

Dehpsbt  Buboks,  from  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  eeat 

National  VntverHtn. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the 
report  of  the  oommittee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  oommis^oners  of  the  Fe- 
deral Oitj,  and  that  part  of  the  Pbsbident's 
Speech,  which  referred  to  the  estahliahinent  of 
a  National  Uciversity.  The  House  accordingly 
FMolvad  itself  into  a  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole 
on  that  anhject,  when  the  resolntion,  reported 
by  the  seleet  committee,  having  been  read,  no 
gentleman  rising  on  the  subject,  the  Chairmai} 
inquired  if  the  oommittee  were  ready  for  the 

Soestion,  and  on  being  answered  in  the  affirma- 
.ve^  the  qnealion  was  pnt  and  negatived  by  a 
great  majority. 

The  oommittee  roee,  and  the  Chairman  re- 
ported thdr  disagreement  with  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  snbieot. 

"ib,  MuBBAT  rose,  ezpreanng  nia  great  sur- 
prise at  the  unexpected  declBion  on  the  question 
in  the  oommittee.  He  was  very  much  surprised 
to  see  the  oommittee  so  changed,  no  oppoHition, 
and  yet  the  report  so  quickly  n^t^ved ;  surely 
gentlemen  must  have  mistaken  the  question. 
Itismatter  of  retrret  such  an  important  snMect 
should  have  so  little  consideration.  The  Jan- 
gnage  of  the  report  ia  perfectly  moderate  and 
Just.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  yesterday, 
gave  ns  to  understand  that  tiiia  inatdtutJon  was 
to  draw  its  support  from  the  National  Treasu- 
ry ;  but  on  examining  the  report  I  con  find  no 
auch  idea  held  out  or  intended ;  and  also  he  told 
Da  this  was  a  National  Univeraity.  The  gentle- 
man's observations  are  grounded  in  mistake, 
or  it  was  effected  by  an  Imagination  of  evils, 
of  which  there  oonld  not  be  the  moat  distant 
wprehenaion.  If  we  refer  to  the  memorial  of 
the  oommifisiouera  we  ahall  see  they  ask  no 
money  from  Oongrees  ;  they  only  auc  yon  to 
erect  a  nnmber  of  gentlemen  into  a  corporate 
capacuty  to  enable  uiem  to  rec^ve  dotations 
tmm  Uiom  who  are  well  disposed  towards  in- 
Btitnting  a  usefii]  Seminary  in  that  District ; 
this  is  no  more  than  they  have  a  right  to  ez- 


agdnst  this  very  dearable  and  reasonable  re- 
quest. I  would  again  repeat  that  the  language 
of  the  memorial  is  only  to  enable  them  to  rap- 
port a  seminary  of  learning  in  that  place,  and 
not  a  single  shilling  is  asked  from  the  nation. 
They  only  want  a  medium  to  act  upon — an  aot 
of  incorporation. 

The  Pbksidsst  has  cenerously  signEfied  hia 
intention  to  make  a  valuable  bene&ction,  not 
less  than  £SO00  sterling,  and  the  wise  and  good 
in  all  pvts  of  the  United  States  would  probably 
follow  his  example,  particularly  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, if  Conn-ess  would  put  them  in  a  way 
to  receive  it;  a  bnilding  would  then  be  begun 
and  some  advances  made  towards  the  execnBon 
of  the  iqatitntion,  in  proportion  to  the  frmd. 
Instead  of  aUowing  this  to  be  the  case,  every 
possible  view  has  been  given  nnfavorable  to  the 
plan,  and  every  possible  supposition  formed, 
though  without  grounds,  which  ooold  tend  to 
blast  it.  The  ideas  of  gentlemen  have  been  in- 
ferred that  a  laive  empty  house  would  arise; — 
that  it  would  draw  from  the  United  St^es 
funds  for  its  support.  It  may  be  pcasible,  but 
it  is  no  way  probable.  Is  it  not  more  probable 
that  these  gentlemen,  knowing  they  cannot  ex- 
pect national  support,  will  keep  themaelvea 
within  the  bounds  of  their  funds,  if  they  mean 

carry  on    the    iostitationt    Certumy  this 

Djs  most  consistent  with  the  wisdom  and 
prudence  of  men  In  that  capacity.  Nothing  is 
aaked  of  the  public  in  the  report  of  the  select 
oomnUttee: — nothing  they  have  a  right  to  ask. 
I  therefbre  hope,  as  the  reqneet  ia  perl«ctly 
reaaMiable,  gentlemen  will  not  be  too  hasty  to 
mpoee  snoh  a  measnre  without  due  conudera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ckatk. — I  most  confess  I  foel  aa  much 
surprised  as  my  colleague  on  the  decision  which 
has  just  been  given  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Borne  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  re- 
port yeet^day  concaved  there  was  some  secret 
poison  lurking  within  it— some  daDgerooa 
principle  not  to  be  disoovered  on  ita  flioe,  which 
woold  some  time  produoa  baneful  infciencM 
this  has  been  insinoated  though  not  directly 
said.  If  so  it  must  come  there  by  aooident,  or 
of  itself  which  thoee  gentlemen  must  allow  if 
they  will  give  themselvee  the  trouble  to  exomin* 
the  tme  principle  of  it,  and  give  it  a  just  de- 
cision. When  we  examine  the  materials  of 
which  tUs  report  has  been  formed,  viz:  tba 
pBxaiDKNT's  commnnioatton  on  this  subject  in 
his  Speech,  and  the  memorial  of  the  oommiB- 
'  nere; — we  should  be  led  by  those  gentlemen 

believe,  tbat  this,  which  is  the  groundwork 
of  the  report,  is  connected  to  oonvey  something 
which  may  extend  ftirther  than  it  seems  to 
carry  its  object ;  this  perhaps  is  the  secret  poison 
hintad  aL  Were  I  in  the  ntuation  of  the 
Pbbsidbrt,  I  am  fr«e  to  confess,  bad  1  studied 
my  own  feelings  and  the  great  use  of  the  insti- 
tution, I  should  have  recommended  it  It  has 
been  Justly  aald,  that  the  FHaamBN-r,  from  the 
impuluve  importanoe  of  it,  baa  taken  this  op- 
portunity— this  last  DHMntoni^  to  reoonunoid 
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it.  He  hsB  reoammended  it  with  eamestnees  , 
vlikdi  gtTes  an  additional  proof  of  bis  nncera 
ngkrd  for  tlie  irelflBTfl  of  hU  conntrj.  I  hope 
ilue  wUl  not  b«  conoeiTed  in  favor  of  tlio  idea 
■DggaBUd.     The  commisuoDera  seemed  to  have 


mmI;  avoided  inserting  it  in  their  memorial. 
The;  have  cherished  similar  ideas  which  I  have, 
of  di«  eU^bUitr  of  such  an  Inatitotion,  bat 
ionceung  that  plan  would  not  be  approved,  thej 
bave  rdinqniahed  that,  and  only  roqneated  ' 
eorporation  to  enable  them  to  act  in  trust 
the  insUtotion.  They  do  not  call  opon  this 
Honaeta  pat  their  hand  into  the  Pubho  Trea- 
mv;  thej  seem  to  have  powewed  somewhat 
irf  the  prophetic,  to  see  the  neoenity  of  fbrm- 
blf  tbev  memorial  bo  litUe  olijeetionsble ;  and 
jet  there  is  supposed  to  be  danger  in  this  nmple 


icqneet 
Oentkii 


entkmen  have  aoppoeed  a  responsibility,  a 
pamliar  obligation  to  snpport  it,  would  be  at- 
tached to  the  Cnited  State*,  were  they  to  give 
ttit  privilege.  As  well  might  it  be  atdd  that 
Ooww^  by  allowing  a  bridge  to  be  bnilt,  or  a 
nM  to  be  cat,  woold  incnr  tno  expense,  or  if  it 
wold  not  btherwiae  be  dooefor  want  of  money 
in  the  ^ipllcants,  would  be  engaged  to  do  it  for 
tfaon  at  UM  national  expense.  If  there  are  ob- 
fwtiMis  (tf  force  la  one  instaDoe  tbey  will  apply 
to  the  other.  If  this  Is  denied  it  proves  tliat 
District  to  be  wretched  ontoosts,  being  denied  a 
nqaestthemo*troasonable,natnral,BndjQsttbat 
can  be  ooatemplated.  Uanj  of  the  o^eotioos 
mrged,  indeed  moat  of  them,  against  the  admis- 
■iaa  of  this  report,  do  not  go  so  mnoh  to  tlio 
azdnrion  of  the  meaanre,  as  to  the  danger  of 
LepalaliTe  interference.  Gentlemen  say,  if  we 
move  in  it~lf  we  pnt  onr  hands  at  all  to  iti  we 
pledge  onrsdves  to  e^ct  it.  If  this  la  the 
ritnatim  with  the  people  of  Colombia,  the  year 
1800  will  be  a  woftil  year  to  them;  thisisannn- 
hmy  preng*  <rf  the  jnrisdiotion  to  be  exercised 
on  that  coiinli7.  If  it  is  inexpedient  for  that 
District  to  have  a  Seminaiy  of  Learning,  let 
giUtenHn  who  eoold  state  it  with  troth,  come 
(nrward  and  aay  to.  If  the  objections  of  gentle- 
■MB  are  not  grounded  on  the  danger  of  this 
Honse  pledging  it«elf  to  support  the  inetitntion 
■or  on  the  uMxpediency  of  snch  a  thing  in  that 
IKrtriet,  I  am  at  a  loaa,  for  my  sonl,  to  conceive 
en  what  ground  their  objections  are  formed.  I 
WM  surprised  ywterday  to  hear  the  ftppositJon 
ccnw  from  the  quarter  it  did ;  and  am  eqaally 
sBTfRised  to  And  mch  an  opposition  now.  In 
ny  view  there  is  a  very  ^«at  want  of  Semina- 
ries  of  Learning  in  that  Distriot. 

If  we  take  a  view  on  the  sooth  side  of  the 
P-Amnac,  for  a  eoDsiderable  extent  of  country, 
tbsre  is  no  insUtntion  to  answer  any  desirable 
pupose.  There  is  tiie  greatest  probability  of  a 
n|Md  iaereaM  in  the  peculation.  la  it  not 
TMsooable,  then,  that  an  institution  of  this 
tiDd  sfaonld  be  establiabed  in  that  place  t  And 
if  reasonable  at  all,  are  we  to  wait  till  the  period 
■rives  when  the  oonndy  is  thioUy  inhabited 


[H.  or  S. 

before  we  commence  a  building  and  project  the 
plan  t  I  have  long  thought  that  ia  this  young 
country  each  a  tbing  was  necessary.  It  should 
be  now  began,  to  grow  up  with  its  growth  and 
strengthen  with  its  strength.  We  sooold  now 
lay  the  cornerstone— the  foundation  to  build 
upon.  ThoQgh  such  a  Seminary  cannot  be  e»- 
tfiblished  now,  it  may  fifty  years  hence ;  and  it . 


stitation.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  travd 
into  the  fields  of  speonlation  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
finding  fiiqda  to  support  this  plan;  there  are 
^nds  which  present  themselves  to  view.  We 
only  wftnt  s  grant  to  secure  the  benefactions  in 
prospect.  The  PKieiDKtrr  bas  employed  a 
handsome  benefaction  for  this  purpose ;  and  I 
mnoh  wonder  that  gentlemen  from  that  part  of 
the  Union  should  oppose  measures  that  would 
only  encourage  its  reception.  When  I  take  a 
view  of  the  extent  of  country  wMoh  lies  much 
in  want  of  a  Seminary,  I  feel  surprised  that 
such  measoree  towards  its  growth  should  be 
denied. 

If  there  are  any  gentlemen  here  who  oppose 
the  advancement  and  growth  of  tbat  District 
which  tbey  have  tal^eo  under  their  wing,  tbey 
should  oome  forward  and  declare  it;  we  then 
Bhould  have  ground  to  account  for  their  con- 
daot.  If  we  are  determined  to  deny  these 
people  common  Justice,  we  diqiirit  them.  There 
is  no  droumstanoe  which  can  ocoor  that  will 
tend  80  mnch  to  disoonrage  the  growth  of  that 
State;  if  we  fortiear  to  do  them  this  justice, 
we  exclude  them  looking  np  for  those  common 
rights  which  could  bo  enjoyed  in  any  other 
Territory  of  the  TTnited  States.  I  hope  this 
Honse  will  never  deny  to  that  people,  ri^ng 
into  existence,  this  small  privilege.  Is  it  a 
strange  thins,  I  wonld  ask  gentlemen,  for  a  SUte 
to  grant  charters}  I  answer,  no.  And  for 
this  State  to  be  denied  this  privilege  only  to 
secnre  a  fond  for  such  an  exoellent  institotion, 
I  believe  is  quite  a  novd  idea.  I  hope  if  there 
are  any  doubts  on  this  snl^ect,  the^  will  lie 
over  for  future  oontideration ;  and  I  hope  we 
shall  be  careful  not  to  damp  the  attempts  of 
that  people  by  a  oonduot  which  could  not  be 
refused  by  any  State  in  the  Union ;  and  that 
Oongren  shonld  ref^  it  without  aligning  a 
sufficient  reason  is  onpreoedented,  I  nope  it 
will  lie  over  for  fbtnre  consideration,  and  not 
be  revised  so  quickly. 

It  was  moved  that  the  inUeot  shonld  lie  over 
imtil  the  seoond  Monday  in  January. 

The  question  for  postponement  was  put  and 
oanied— ayes  87,  noes  86. 

WXD5K8DAT,  December  28. 
BelitffU)  Savannah, 
Mr.  W.  BiuTH  wished  the  House  to  reMlve 
itself  into  a  Committ«e  of  the  Whole  on  the 
resolution,  which  he  hod  the  other  day  laid 
open  the  teble,  propoaing  to  afford  some  relief 
to  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah. 
For  his  port,  he  s^  he  oonld  see  no  reasonable 
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objection  which  could  be  made  to  bo  benevolent 
ft  propoeition.  A  gentleman  in  the  House  had 
sot  a  plan  of  the  rnina  of  the  citj ;  it  wtts,  ia- 
ae«d,  a  most  distressful  Mene.  There  had  never 
occarred  so  calamitous  an  event  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  Btates,  or  which  had  bo  etron^  a 
claim  npon  the  General  Government  for  relief. 
He  said  thev  had  grauted  assistance  to  the  suf- 
ferer* by  fire  at  EL  Domingo ;  and  snrelj  if 
it  were  jastifiable  to  grant  relief  to  foreigners 
in  distress,  it  was  at  least  equally  so  when  the 
objects  were  onr  own  citizens.  K  gentlonen 
bad  ol^ections  to  the  meaBure,  be  wished  thej 
would  state  them.  The  sum  with  which  he 
should  think  of  filling  up  the  blank  would  not 
be  such  as  to  materially  affect  our  finances. 

Ur.  UiLLBDOE  Bud,  if  the  unfortunate  bod 
anj  claim  upon  the  Qovemment  for  relief^  none 
conld  have  greater  than  the  citizens  of  SuvgniiBh. 
Few  houses,  he  said,  were  remaining  of  that  city, 
and  those  few  were  the  least  valuable.  Not  a 
public  bnildiug,  not  a  place  of  public  worship, 
or  of  public  Justice — ul  was  a  wide  wBst«  of 
ruin  and  desolation,  such  as  scarcely  could  be 
conceived,  and  as  it  were  impossible  to  deecritw. 
He  hoped  some  relief  would  be  afforded  to  dia- 
trcM  so  Doeiampled. 

Mr.  CooPEB  s^d,  it  was  a  very  unpleasant 
liking  to  come  forward  to  oppose  a  measure  of 
this  sort ;  bnt,  when  they  looked  into  different 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  aaw  the  losses  which 
bad  been  sustained  at  New  York,  Charleston, 
Jko.,  it  would  appear  only  reasonable  that,  if 
relief  was  afforded  in  one  case,  it  ought  to  be 
extended  to  another :  and,  if  this  resolution  were 
agreed  to,  he  should  certai^  move  to  have 
some  relief  afforded  to  New  York,  He  hoped, 
however,  the  bn^Ess  woold  not  be  proceoded 
with.  If  the  principle  were  a  good  one^  it 
would  bear  going  through  with ;  but  it  would 
be  seen  this  would,  on  the  contrary,  prove  a 
dangerous  one.  What  they  did  to-day,  he  said, 
shonld  bear  repeating  to-morrow.  If  they  were 
to  make  good  losses  by  fire,  there  woold  be  no 
oocarion  for  insnranoe  companies,  nor  any  in- 
ducement to  boild  with  brick  in  preference  to 
wood.  He  felt  as  much  as  others  for  the  dis- 
treaees  of  the  people  of  Savannah,  bnt  was  of 
opinion  it  was  not  a  proper  bouness  for  the  in- 
terference of  that  House, 

Ur.  W.  SioTB  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last 
up  that  this  would  be  oonudered  as  a  precedent ; 
he  agreed  that  tliey  ondlit  not  to  do  uiat  to-day 
which  ought  not  to  be  done  to-morrow.    It 

York  or  Charleston;  but  the  question  is, 
whether  this  is  not  a  distinct  case  t  This  is  a 
case  awfully  distinguishable  from  all  others ; 
and,  if  a  case  like  the  present  will  not  be  often 
tbund,  this  House  ore  certainly  not  bound  to 
grant  relief  in  othera,  though  in  thia.  He  tmet- 
ed  sucli  a  case  would  not  be  again  found 
to  solicit  rolieC  Oharlealon,  he  said,  had  ex- 
perienced a  great  calamity  by  fire,  but  hod  not 
iakedrdiefM  that  Home;  aiid  it  waa  probable 


if  it  had  it  would  not  have  been  granted,  be* 
cause  its  distresses  are  not  so  great.  In  a  dis- 
tressing sitoation  like  that  now  before  ns  aid 
can  be  afforded  by  the  many  towards  alleviat- 
ing the  distreescs  of  the  few.  Hence  arises  the 
advantages  from  pnblio  contribntiona ;  and 
would  that  Honse,  he  asked,  refuse  their  assist- 
ance ?  It  would  not  be  felt  by  the  public  purser 
It  has  been  said,  to  adopt  tliis  reeolution  would 
have  a  dangerous  tendency,  iuaamuch  as  it  would 
encourage  a  neglect  of  insurance.  But  the  e^ 
has  come ;  the  nnfortnoato  circumstance  haa 
occurred;  four-fifths  of  that  unfortunate  city 
has  been  destroyed,  and  their  diatress  is  great. 
Such  a  circumstance  may  not  again  happen  for 
a  century.  The  funazing  value  of  £600,000 
sterling  damages  is  done ;  and  shall  we  refuse 
to  give  a  trifle  to  assist,  with  others,  towards 
removing  the  present  distreased  Ntuation  of 
some  of  the  onfurtunkte  inhabitants  t  I  tmat 
not.  It  is  not  asked  of  the  House  to  indemnify 
the  loss  of  these  sufferers.  No,  sir;  it  is  only 
asked  that  the  General  Government  should  ^vo 
the  trifling  sum  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars  to  afibrd  these  people  some  relief. 


the  subject,  and  lost~yeas  SB,  nays  SB. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  &om  the  further  conaderation  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  W.  LnuN  hoped  the  businees  would  not 
be  disposed  of  without  going  into  a  Committee 
of  ttie  Whole.  He  thought  more  respect  was 
due  to  the  feelings  of  the  snfferers  than  to  dis- 
pose of  the  subject  without  discusuon.  He  hoped 
the  committee  would  not,  therefore,  be  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Habttjet  trusted  the  committee  would 
not  be  discharged.  He  believed  the  destruction 
of  Lisbon  by  an  earthquake  did  not  occasion 
greater  miachiefs  than  the  late  fire  hod  done  to 
Savannah.  The  Le^slature  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  bad  no  greater  power  than  the  Gieneral 
Government  to  sflbrd  relief  to  these  anfferert, 
bad  given  )15,000.  Indeed,  he  thought  it  mor« 
the  provinco  of  the  General  Government  than  of 
State    Governments  to  afford  relief  in  anoh 

Shalt  we,  aii  he,  treat  the  citizens  of  Savan- 
nah with  more  disrespect  than  the  people  of  BL 
Domingo)  This  Honse  then  gave  t]0,000  or 
more  for  tiie  relief  of  those  people,  and  shall  we 
not  now  have  Uberty  to  discuss  the  sut^ect. 
whether  to  give  or  not  to  our  own  citlKenal 
Although,  he  said,  he  woold  not  wish  to  draw  a 
precedent  from  English  transactions,  yet  he 
would  observe  that  their  generous  benevolence 
to  the  unfortunate  sufferers  by  the  earthquake 
at  lisbon,  thoogh  only  commercially  acquainted 
was  worth  imitation,  to  whom  they  gave  £100^- 
000.  Mr.  H.  was  sorry  gentlemen  ahould  en- 
deavor to  prevent  thisbybriogingin  thecalam- 
itiM  in  New  York  and  Charleston.  Those  wen 
only  personal  losses  i  this  was  a  general  oon- 
fls^pittion,  a  catastrophe  nopreoedeikted ;  and  he 
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Mr,  Sprioo  hoped  the  oommittoe  would 

be  ^Bch&rged,  bat  tbat  thej  wonlU  go  into  the 
bminesH  at  an  earl;  daj.  He  said,  he  had  n 
made  vp  Iiis  mind  bow  far  they  had  power 
tSord  niUef  in  &  case  like  the  present.  There 
«u  &n  iaatance  in  the  relief  aflbrded  to  the 
dioghtera  of  the  Oount  de  Qrasse,  as  well  as 
^t  giTen  to  the  Bofierera  at  Bt.  Dominp).  He 
wished  for  farther  time  to  make  inqairy  on  the 
iotgeet.  If  there  were  not  inanperable  objeo- 
ttuns  to  the  measure,  he  hoped  relief  wonld  be 
afforded. 

Mr.  HxBpmB  aeknowle^^  that  it  was  sonnd 
V'^  in  QoTemment  to  keep  a  strict  eje 
iU  TreasniT  ;  bnt  this  watehAtlnesa  ought  not 
to  |D  to  the  rejection  of  all  claims,  however 
JBst  ud  proper.  He  thought  the  tenaoionsneas 
of  approaching  the  Treamrj  was  oarried  too 
ftr  in  the  present  Instance.  He  would  aak, 
what  was  Uie  use  of  BOoiet;  if  it  were  not  to 
lenen  the  evils  of  anch  calamities  as  the  pre- 
Knt,  hj  apreading  them  ov^r  the  whole  oom- 
nnnut;,  instead  <^  suffering  them  to  &11  upon 
the  h«^  of  a  few  individuals  t  He  thought  it 
dtedntj  of  Govenunent  to  alleTJate  Baohpeonliar 
dktrceH  as  the  present.  It  was  sdd  this  would 
prove  a  dangeroos  precedent,  and  prevent  ne- 
eeeairj  provisiDns  against  flre.  If  thej  were 
about  to  make  good  the  whole  of  the  £600,000 
destrojed,  there  might  be  some  ground  for  the 
alarm ;  bnt  when  fiiteen  or  twenty  thooaand 
dtJlan  only  were  contemplated  to  be  pven,  no 
great  danger  oonld  snrely  be  apprehended.  The 
arte  at  New  Tork,  Baltimore,  and  Oharleston, 
had  bem  mentioned;  bnt  what  were  the  means 
<tf  Savannah  when  compared  with  New  Yorkf 
Kot  m  one  to  twenty.  New  York  was  rich 
eooagh  to  bear  her  loss,  bnt  this  could  not  be 
Mid  m  Savannah,  all  the  inhabitants  of  whioh 
were  reduced  to  poverty  and  distreea.  They 
eoaM  ttot,  therefore,  get  Klief  from  thdr  fellow- 
CTtiMos;  and  to  whom  could  they  look  for 
ptateetion  and  relief  with  so  much  propriety  as 
la  tlie  General  GoTermneDtf  When  compared 
to  Charleston,  the  loaa  of  Savannah  was  of  ten 
tines  the  tnagnittide  as  tbat  experienced  by  it. 
Tbekesof  Oharlttton  was  alleviated  by  a  aab- 
■oiptioD  of  (80,000  from  its  own  citizens,  be- 
ddaa  the  bflBdsome  oontribntions  which  were 
■ide  in  otbw  parts  of  the  Union;  bat  there 
Wii  DO  proper^  left  in  Georgia  to  afford  relief 
to  the  Boffbrers.  Snppose,  said  Hr.  H.,  we  were 
to  live  thir^  thonsand  dollars  towards  this  loss, 
what  wtrald  it  be  when  divided  among  the 
wboJe  UnioD  t  And  yet  it  woold  be  enongh  to 
inw  down  onnntlesa  bleesiiu —  ' 


lb«e  objects  at  du(to«as.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
tbe  committee  would  not  be  discharged.  It 
*S8  a  case  at  peonliar  and  almost  onpreoedent- 
•d  affliotion,  nch  as  he  hoped  wonld  not  again 
ooear;  and  a  deofaiOB  in  thdr  favor  wonld  be 
VfJanded  by  every  man,  woman,  and  ohild  in 
tt*  Union. 


The  question  was  then  taken  for  going  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject,  and 
carried  by  a  considerable  mt^ority,  there  being 
46  votes  for  it. 

The  Honse  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 

Ur.  W.  Sifna  sud,  he  did  not  propose  to  fiD 
up  the  blank  at  that  time.  If  the  resolntion  was 
agreed  to,  the  snm  conld  be  put  in  wlien  the  bill 
came  Into  the  Honse.  He  himself  should  not 
think  of  proposing  to  Sll  the  black  with  more 
than  1G,000  dollars.  This,  it  was  true,  was  bnt 
a  email  som,  but  it  would  afford  relief  to  the 
poorer  class  of  sufferers,  and  others  could  not 
expect  to  receive  the  amount  of  their  losses. 
He  shoold  move  that  the  committee  mi^t 
rise  and  report  the  resolution,    . 

Mr.  Habtlxt  called  for  the  reading  of  the  act 
allowing  rehef  to  the  aafferera  by  fire  at  St.  Do- 
mingo. [It  was  read.  It  allowed  16,000  d<d- 
lars  for  their  reliet  whioh  sum  was  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  French  Republic,  and  if  not  allow^ 
in  nx  months,  the  relief  wia  to  be  stopped  after 
tbat  time.} 

Mr,  Maoon  wished  the  act  allowing  a  mm  of 
money  to  the  danghtors  of  Ooont  de  Grass©  to 
be  read  also.  He  did  not  think  either  of  theon 
in  poinL  The  snfferings  of  the  people  of  Savan- 
nah were  doabtless  very  grea: ;  no  one  could 
help  feeling  for  them.  But  he  wished  gen^e- 
men  to  pat  their  finger  npoa  tbat  part  of  the 
constitution  which  gave  that  House  power  to 
afford  them  relief.  Many  other  towns  had  suf- 
fered very  considerably  by  fire.  He  believed  he 
knew  one  that  had  suffered  more  than  Savan- 
nah in  proportion  to  iCa  mze :  he  allnded  to 
Lexington  in  Virginia,  as  every  house  in  the 

CI  was  burnt.  If  the  United  States  were  to 
me  onderwritoratothe  whole  Union,  where 
mnst  the  line  be  drawn  when  their  asHstance 
might  be  elumed !  Was  it  when  three-fourths 
or  fonr-fifths  of  a  town  was  destroyed,  or  what 
other  proportion  t  Insurance  offices  were  the 
proper  seonrities  ag^nat  fire.  If  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  come  forward  in  one  instance^  it 
mnst  come  forward  in  all,  since  every  sufferer's 
claim  stood  upon  the  same  footing.  The  sum 
which  had  been  given  to  the  aafferera  at  St,  Do- 
mingo was  to  be  chained  to  the  French  Repub- 
llo,  and  that  given  to  Coont  de  Grasse'a  daogh- 
'---WBsin  connderation  of  their  father's  ser- 
;  But  New  York  had  as  great  right  to 
)  forward  and  eipeot  relief  as  Savannah, 
He  felt  for  the  sufifarers  in  all  these  case^  but  he 
felt  as  tenderly  for.  the  oonstitutdon;  he  had  ex- 
amined it,  and  it  did  not  anthorize  any  such 
grant.  He  should,  therefore,  be  very  nnwilling 
to  act  contrary  to  it 

Mr.  EtiTHZBVoaD  sud,  he  felt  a  great  deal  of 
foroe  on  what  gentlemen  had  said.  There  were 
two  oircumstances  which  were  perfectly  couola- 
sive  in  his  mind.  He  saw  it  our  duty  to  grant 
relief  from  humanity  and  from  policy.  Savan- 
nah was  A  city  of  a  minor,  helpless  State ;  It  was 
a  very  young  Slate,  yet  it  was  a  part  of  the 
Union,  and  as  such,  was  ae  mooh  entitled  to 
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proUction  as  aoj  State  under  BDob  a  direct 
misfortnne;   and  it  became  Congress  to  aUe- 

vjate  their  great  diBlress,  They  have  lost  muoh; 
they  have,  many  of  them,  lost  their  alL  To 
say  we  will  not  assist  to  relieve,  when  almost 
every  Stst«  in  the  Unioii  is  patting  their  shoul- 
ders to  support  these  people's  bardeo,  is  wrong. 
The  State  of  PeonsylTania  has  done  itself  im- 
mortal honor  in  the  relief  it  has  afforded,  and 
■hull  we  not  help  to  support  this  part  of  the 
&mily  in  their  distress !  This  State  is  a  branch 
of  the  p'eat  famil j  of  the  Union ;  it  would  be, 
in  mj  idea,  extremely  iDoonsistent  to  neglect 
them.  He  Ijoped  the  motion  wonld  be  adopt- 
ed, and  he  hoped  it  would  never  be  said  that 
the  General  Oovemment  refused  to  provide 
help  m  sQoh  a  poignant  distress  occnrring  in 
one  of  its  principal  towns, 

Mr.  Hartlit  said,  that  the  gentleman  ft^)m 
Korth  Carolina  (Mr,  Haoox)  hul  voted  against 
both  of  the  bills  which  had  been  referred  to.  He 
knew  no  difference  between  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States  and  that  of  Pennsjlvania,  yet  a 
vote  in  their  House  had  been  carried  unani- 
mously. He  thought  the  law  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  of  St.  Domingo  perfectly  in  point ; 
fbr,  notwithstanding  what  was  said  about  ne- 
gotiation, the  distress  of  those  people  bad  con- 
sumed all  the  money  before  the  six  months 
were  expired.  If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which 
they  conld  grant  relief,  this  wu  one.  The 
losses  at  New  York  and  Charleston  would  bear 
no  comparison  with  that  of  Savannah ;  they 
were  ridh  and  flourishing  places,  whilst  Savan- 
nah was  a  small  city  of  a  new  State,  and  the 
sufferers  generall  j  poor.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  resolntion  wonld  be  agreed  to. 

Hr.  UooBB  said,  the  laws  which  had  been  ad- 
dnoed  as  precedents  were  not  in  point ;  for  the 
one  sum  we  were  to  have  credit  with  the  French 
Republic,  and  the  other  was  in  consideration  of 
past  services.  The  distress  of  the  people  of 
Savannah  was  not  anobjeot  of  legislation;  every 
individnal  citizen  conld,  if  he  pleased,  show  his 
Individual  humanity  by  subscribing  to  their  re- 
lief; bnt  it  was  not  oonstitntional  for  them  to 
oflbrd  relief  from  the  Troaanry.  If,  however, 
the  principle  was  adopted,  it  should  be  general 
Every  sufferer  had  an  equal  d^m.  Lexington, 
in  Virginia,  contained  only  one  hundred  houses, 
and  all  except  two  had  been  destroyed  by  Are, 
He  shonld  tnerefore  move  to  add  Lezingtmi  to 
Savannah  in  the  reeolotion  before  tliem ;  thon^ 
he  wonld  observe,  as  he  did  not  approve  of 
the  principle,  he  should  vote  against  them 
both. 

Mr.  Vevabli  did  not  see  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  casM  whioh  was  so  distinguish- 
able to  the  gentleman  last  up.  Becanse  &van- 
nah  was  a  commercial  city,  its  distress,  accord- 
ing to  that  gentleman,  was  indescribable,  but 
when  a  like  scene  was  exhibited  in  aamall  town, 
it  was  no  longer  an  object  which  touched  his 
feelings.  His  humanity  went  no  where  but 
where  commerce  was  to  be  found.  He  asked 
whether  the  United  States  mi^t  not  as  well 


e  in  the  first  instance,  us  put  money 


who  lost  his  all  in  a  village,  felt  the  misfortune 
as  heavily  as  he  who  had  a  like  loss  in  a  ci^, 
and  perhaps  more  so,  ^ce  the  citizen  would 
have  a  better  opportunity  bj  means  of  com- 
merce of  retrieving  bis  loss.  He  was  against 
the  general  prindple,  as  he  believed,  if  acted 
npon,  it  wonld  bring  such  claims  upon  the 
Treasury  as  it  wonld  not  be  able  to  answer. 

Ur.  UcBHtT  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mi.  Vzitablb)  carried  his  idea  of  re- 
lief too  far.  He  had  no  idea  that  that  House,  or 
any  Legislatnre,  could  undertake  to  make  good 
individual  misfortunes.  He  wasof  opinion  that 
the  lines  which  separated  individual  from  n*- 
tional  cases,  were  very  observable;  the  ona 
was  happening  every  day,  tbe  other  seldom  oo- 
cnrred.  When  a  Jarge  town  is  burnt  down,  and 
that  town  is  an  important  Boothem  frontier 
town,  it  is  surely  a  naticmal  calamity,  and  has 
a  claim  upon  the  humanity  of  the  country.  It 
was  true,  the  claim  was  not  of  such  a  nature  aa 
to  be  brought  int^  a  Ooort  of  Justice,  but  it 
was  a  calamity  in  which  the  whole  nation  sym- 
pathized. It  was  not  only  a  claim  npon  the  hu- 
manity of  the  nation,  hut  also  npon  its  policy, 
aa,  by  restoring  it  to  its  former  situation,  it 
would  be  able  to  bear  its  wonted  port  in  con- 
tributing to  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and 
would  continne  to  carry  popnlation,  arts,  and 
wealth  to  that  distant  part  of  the  Union.  In 
esse  of  war,  Savannah  was  a  most  important 
place.  It  was  necessary  the  Union  shonld  have 
a  town  in  that  dtoation,  and  he  could  not  oon- 
mder  any  monev  which  might  now  be  advanced 
as  given  away,  hut  as  lent  to  that  town,  whidi 
might  enable  it,  in  a  few  years,  to  resume  its 
fbrmer  situation,  whilst  the  withholding  of  it 
mi^t  prevent  its  ever  riaiDg  from  its  present 

Mr.  KrromtiJ.  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment and  to  the  resolution  itselC  He  had  doubts 
if  even  they  were  to  nve  the  dtizens  16,000 
didlars,  aa  was  proposed  by  the  gentleman  &<Mn 
South  Carolina,  whetlier  tbey  diould  not,  in- 
stead of  service,  be  doing  tbran  an  ii^ury;  be- 
canse, if  the  General  Qovemment  were  only  to 
give  this  sum,  the  State  Le^datures  would  pro- 
portion their  donationa  aooordingly, .  and  pro> 
hshly  Kive  mooh  less  tiian  they  wonld  otberwiae 
have  oone,  if  they  hod  not  had  this  examj^ 
before  tiiem.  He  had  doubts  as  to  the  oonsti- 
totionallty  of  the  messnre;  be  thought  lb« 
oonstitotion  did  not  authorise  them  to  make 
such  nse  of  public  money;  however,  he  thought 
it  might  be  a  very  flexible  instrument;  it  woold 
bend  to  every  sitDBtion,  and  every  situation  to 
that.  He  thought,  in  this  instance,  if  we  gruit 
money,  while  we  attempt  to  serve,  we  shaU 
eventually  iqjure.  As  to  what  the  gentleniian 
from  Ytrginia  says  of  Lexington,  Mr.  £,  I^Kni^t 
it  had  been  fully  relieved;  however  he  sbcrald 
vote  against  both  proportions. 

Hr.  Pacu  said,  mat  he  was  sorty  that  his  col- 
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iHgnB  had  made  thia  amendineiit,  aa  be  had 
dme  it  with  «  vi«w  to  d«f«at  the  original  reso- 
lition.  If  hnmftiiity  alooe  were  to  direct  his 
nte  npoD  this  question,  sod  if  the  ftmendment 
had  been  proposed  more  early  and  Hsglr,  he 
mijcfat  bsve  voted  for  it.  Bnt  that  Dot  being 
the  case,  it,  as  wall  as  motiTes  of  genera!  policr, 
influenced  him  in&Toroftheori^nalmotion.  He 
had  reasoDS  which  contd  not  apply  to  the 
UDeudment.  He  should  vote  sgainat  it.  He  was 
boond  bj  order  to  confine  himself  to  the  single 
qn»tion  before  the  committee.  This  ia,  Shall 
the  ameDdment  be  received  or  nott  He  de- 
tdand  it  aa  his  opinion  that  the  case  of  Lexing- 
ton oagfat  not  to  be  connected  with  that  of 
Saraniukh,  which  hod  been,  aa  stated  by  the 
mMaber  frmu  Sooth  Oarolina,  materially  dif- 
ferent. He  wn  restrained  by  order  from  en- 
tning  into  the  merila  of  the  original  resolntion, 
bat  he  thon^t  that  he  had  a  right  to  hint  at 
tlie  motive  of  policy  which  woold  apply  to  the 
resolution,  and  not  to  the  amendment.  This 
vaa,  that  Savannah  being  an  important  place,  it 
woold  be  wise  and  poUtio  to  prevent  ita  revival 
from  being  owing  to  any  oth^  aid  than  thst  of 
the  General  Government  of  tiie  United  States. 
It  oo^t  not  to  be  nnder  obligations  to  indivi- 
daah,  orsngje  States,  and  mncn  less  to  a  foreign 
power. 

Mr.  Haktlkt  hoped  the  amendment  wonld 
not  prevail.  If  the  loss  of  the  people  at  Lex- 
ington had  been  greater  than  they  oonld  snpport, 
cbey  wonld  donbuess  have  applied  to  theLegis- 
-  kmre  of  Virginia,  bat  be  had  not  heard  of  any 
aoeb  ■pplieation  having  been  made.  He  agreed 
wtth  ti>e  gentleman  last  np,  that  the  General 
GoTenmoit  oagfat  to  relieve  distfeasea  of  this 
kiad. 

Mr.  MvMKaT  inqalred  when  the  fire  Iu^>p«ied 


Mr.  MooBK  answered,  abont  nine  months  ago. 
H«  tboi^t  it  WM  the  dnty  of  the  tlnited  States 
fine  to  p«y  the  claims  which  were  made  apon 
tbeiB  by  distrened  soldiers  and  others  for  past 
■wioes,  who  weie  denied  Jostice  beoanse  thej 
had  passed  an  act  of  Hmitation.  If  they  were  to 
act  nvm  genaroo^,  be  said  that  generosity 
oi^tt  to  b«  ext«Ddea  universally.  It  was  a  new 
doctrine  that  beoaose  a  snfilerer  by  fire  did  not 
five  in  a  oommenaal  dty  he  was  not  equally  en- 
titled to  r^ef  with  the  inhabitants  of  a  city, 
sDd  that  tfamgh  mob  peraons  were  called  npon 
to  eontribote  to  theloaeee  of  othm  they  oonld 
hsT*  no  redren  for  thrir  own.  lUs  seemed  as 
if  faTorite  spota  were  to  be  selected  apon  which 
special  &Tor  was  to  be  shown.  He  was  opposed 
lo  til  soeh  hnmanity. 

Mr.  CLAiBOBira  waa  against  the  amendment, 
b«it  be  hoped  the  reeolntion  wonld  be  agreed  to. 
He  waa  ac»TT  any  gentleman  ehonld  propose  an 
amendment  like  this,  imrpoaely  to  defeat  a  mo- 
6oa  whicfa  wonld  tMia  to  relieve  snob  snfierers 
M  tlKMa  of  G«or^  most  be.  He  waa  not  cer- 
tan  wbcAher  he  ooold  voto  npon  oonstitntionsl 
y«Miml.  or  not  It  waa  a  sharp  oonfiiot  between 
bnwid^  to  that  safiering  oonntry  and  the 
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he  thonsht  thia  oonld ;  it  ongbt  to  b 
bered,  that  that  part  of  the  Union  has  atiffered 
mnoh.  GeoTvia  was  a  danghter-pen  daring  the 
war,  besides  being  continnally  harassed  by  the 
hostile  Indians.  He  tbongbt  16,000  dollars 
would  not  be  ill-apent,  aa  from  motives  of 
policy  it  would  be  of  more  advantage  to  the 
Umted  States  ^m  the  quick  retnm  the  revenue 
would  gain.  Indeed,  if  constitntional,  be  hoped 
the  sum  would  be  made  more  than  proposed. 
Theae  are  your  fellow-citizens  who  are  anffe^' 
ing,  and  if  not  speedily  relieved,  the  whole  In- 
toreat  will  be  involved.  If  in/  order,  he  would 
vote  that  the  committee  rise,  to  enable  him 
and,  perhaps,  many  others,  to  consult  whether 
relief  oonld  be  oonslitntionally  granted  I  He 
said  he  felt  a  great  propentritv  to  do  it. 

The  queetion  was  pnt  on  the  amendment  and 
nwatived — there  bemg  only  26  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Baldwht  add,  he  had  donbted  whether 
to  make  any  observations  on  this  motion ;  not 
that  he  waa  insensible  to  the  calamitous  situation 
which  had  been  the  cause  of  it,  bat  from  an  ap- 
prehension  that  it  might  be  thought  he  was  too 
strongly  affect«d  by  it.  Though  it  might  be 
disagreeable  to  one  to  give  hia  judgment  and 
urge  hia  opinions,  when  nis  own  relation  to  tho 
question  was  difibrent  from  that  of  others,  yet 
some  of  the  reSections  might  not  be  useless  tq 
those  who  were  to  determine  it.  He  waa  anre 
it  was  not  a  want  of  dJsporition  to  relieve  the 
unhappy  sufferers  that  had  or  would  draw  forth 
an  observation  on  this  occasion,  bnt  merely 
doubts  as  to  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  money  matters.  The  use  of  a  written 
constitution,  and  of  that  provision  in  it  which 
deelared  that  no  money  should  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  but  nnder  appropriations  made  by 
law,  was  very  manifest  from  the  caution  whl(£ 
it  gave  in  the  espenditnre  of  pnblic  money  and 
in  laving  burdens  on  the  people ;  yet  he  be- 
lievea  it  imposrible  to  obtain  absolute  directions 
from  it  in  every  case.  The  objection  is,  that 
Oongrees  is  empowered  to  raise  money  only  to 
pay  the  debts  and  to  provide  for  the  common 
d^enee,  and  the  other  purposes,  exactly  as  spe- 
cified in  the  Bth  section.  The  objection  has  of- 
ton  been  made,  but  many  laws  have  passed  not 
exactly  specified  in  that  section.  He  mentioned 
the  privato  acts  before  alluded  to,  the  law  fbr 
establishing  light--honsea,  to  ud  navigation  in 
the  improvement  of  harbors,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  pnblio  piora,  establishing  trading-houses 
with  the  Indiana,  and  some  others,  tb  show  that 
though  the  constitotion  waa  very  useftil  in  giv- 
ing general  directions,  yet  it  was  not  capable  of 
bein^  administered  nnder  so  rigorous  and  me- 
chanical a  oonstmction  as  had  been  sometimes 
contended  for. 

Hr.  OiLis  said,  if  the  present  resolution  passed 
it  would  make  them  answerable  for  all  future 
losses  by  fire.  The  small  sum  of  |1S,000  was 
not  of  any  oonaeqnence  when  compared  with 
the  establishment  of  a  principle  of  that  Honse 
acting  npon  generosity.    He  believed  that  nel- 
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ther  the  mooej  nor  hmDBni^,  but  the  esUb- 
lUbment  of  the  prindplo,  vas  the  thing  aimed 
at  TL«  noanimit;  with  which  ■  reaolation 
bad  posted  the  PeniiBf  Iybdib  Le^latnre,  was  a 
proof  that  thej  behered  they  had  the  power  to 
pesa  enoh  a  law.  It  was  said  the  General 
GovenimeDt  poesessed  the  authority.  The  ged- 
tlemaii  from  (ieorgia  had  stud  that  "  affairs  of 
men "  made  it  necesaarj  to  depart  from  the 
strict  constitational  nower.  For  his  part,  he 
did  not  think  they  ocght  to  attend  to  what "  the 
a&Jre  of  men  "  or  what  generositj  snd  homan- 
itf  required,  but  what  the  constitution  and  their 
dnty  required. 
The  aathority  of  that  Honae,  be  enid,  was 

S«ifled,  beyond  which  they  ongbt  not  to  go. 
is  was  a  principle  not  within  the  constitation, 
bot  opposed  to  it. 

There  had,  he  ssjd,  been  several  cases  intro- 
dnoed.  That  of  the  snfierers  of  St.  Domingo 
was  not  a  case  in  point.  Tbej  looked  for  a  re* 
imburBement  of  the  money.  He  believed  it  had 
been  repaid.  And  when  the  daughters  of  the 
Count  de  Gr&sse  had  (1,000  gfven  them,  it  was 
thonght  to  be  necessary  to  introduce  their  fa- 
ther's aerrices  as  a  consideration.  His  feelings, 
be  said,  were  not  less  alive  to  the  calls  of  hu- 
manity than  those  of  other  gentlemen;  but,  by 
granting  the  money  required,  they  should  go 
beyond  their  powers,  and  do  more  reel  injury 
thm  good. 

Mr.  Claibobnk  said,  the  more  be  heard,  the 
more  be  fonnd  himself  in  fhvor  of  the  resolu- 
Ijon.  By  the  discusnon  it  had  undergone,  he 
was  inchned  to  think  it  was,  perhaps,  reconcila- 
ble with  the  constitution;  perliaps  it  was,  he 
said,  for  he  was  not  certain.  The  annual  reve- 
nue, be  said,  of  Ihat  olace,  was  seventy  thousand 
dollars  to  the  United  States,  besides  the  great 
consideration  of  it  as  a  frontier  town.  He  had 
compared  the  Bdvantagee  and  disadvantages 
with  respect  to  its  relief  in  his  own  mind,  and 
thought  it  would  be  highly  consistent  with  pol- 
icy to  grant  relief  It  was  a  place  which  had 
been  in  great  distren,  and  had  great  strcggtes 
with  enemies  in  times  past  Can  it  be  possible 
to  suppose  that  we  have  not  power  to  aeeist  in 
erecting  that  place  ^ain,  and  putting  it  upon  a 
footing  to  do  good  to  the  United  States  by  a  re- 
turn of  her  revenue  I  Certainly  not  Would 
the  oommittee  be  willing  that  Savaimah  should 
be  erased  from  the  revenue)  Are  they  wiUing 
to  let  it  rest,  and  lose  iti  This  is  impoevble. 
Then,  surely,  it  becomes  policy  to  ^va  ud  to- 
wards its  re-ereotion.  Unless  the  peoi^edo  rft- 
»  some  aid,  it  will  be  a  long  "       '    ' 


The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  thdr 
di^Lgreoment,  when  the  House  took  it  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  demanded,  "that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
tbeir  dissgreement  to  the  motion,"  and  re- 
solved in  the  affirmaUye— yeaa  6C,  nays  24,  as 
follows: 


Yku.— Tbeodonu  Bailey,  David  Baid,  Tbomu 
BlooDt,  Throphiln*  Bradbnlj,  Richard  Brent,  Sun. 
nal  J.  Cabell,  Gabriel  Christie,  John  Clopton,  Joahna 
Coit,  Isaac  Colei,  Jomei  DaTenpoit,  George  Dent, 
Abiel  FcMter,  Jeaso  Franklin,  Nathuiiel  Freeman,  jr^ 
Ezekiel  Gilbert,  William  B.  GUes,  James  GilltapiB, 
NiciolM  Gilman,  Channoej  Goodrich,  CbiiitopW 
Greennp,  Roger  Griswold,  William  B.  Grove,  Carter 
"  "amson,  John  Hathom,  JooBlhan  N.  Hsieas, 
!t  Holland,  Andrew  Jackson,  George  JackHn, 
ti  Kilchrfl,  John  Wilkes  Eittera,  Edward  Liv- 
ingitoo,  Samnel  Lyman,  Wmiam  Ljrnan,  Ssninel 
Maclay,  Kathaciel  Haoon,  Andrew  Moore,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Jodah  Parker,  Francis  Pnatan, 
John  Read,  Samnel  Sewsll,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Israel 
Smith,  Richard  Spring,  jr.,  Willinra  Strudwlck,  John 
Swanwick,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Richard  Thomai,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Ahfaham  Voia- 
ble,  Peleg  Wadswordi,  and  John  Williams. 

Nais. — Abraliam  Baldwin,  Dempsey  Barges,  llio- 
mas  Clubome,  William  Craik,  George  Egs,  Dwight 
Foster,  Henry  Glenn,  Andrew  GreM,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hiodman,  Francis 
Malbone,  John  Milledgs,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
William  Vans  Murray,  John  Page,  EKaha  R,  PotMr, 
John  Kchsrds,  Robert  Rntherfiird,  John  S,  Sher- 
Inune,  Samnel  Sitgtvaves,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Inao 
Smith,  and  William  Smith. 

Thubsdat,  December  29. 
GEonoB  Haboook,  from  Virginia,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat 

Canadian  Sefvgee*. 
r.  WiLUAicB  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  that  the  Hoose  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  reports  of  committeee  to  whtHS 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  refugees 
fh>m  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

The  first  resolution  read  from  the  last  report 
of  the  select  oommittee  on  this  sntfjeo^  w^  in 
these  words: 

Sttohtd,  That  As  prayer  of  the  Pelitioneri, 
Josqih  Qreen  and  othan,  fnmi  Canada,  praying  a 
bonntj  in  lands  and  other  pay,  for  nrvioas  randwed 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  onght  i»A  to  be 

This  resolution  vas  agreed  to.    The  eecond 

■■Jie«oIi>ed;'ntatattactaf  land,noln  . 
acres,  bs  laid  off  north-west  of  the  Ohio  River,  e_„_ 
niE^  at  tlia  month  of  die  Great  Ifiaml,  and  extaid- 
fng  down  As  OUo,  not  ezeaeding  three  titos*  Huu 
breadth  in  lengtli,  bs  immediatsly  amcpriatsd  la 
omnpsDiata  the  lefiigees  ftem  the  Btituh  [oovinoes 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  pormant  to  the  lescdvea 
of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  AuiL  1783^  and  the  13th 
April,lT86." 

Mr.  WnxtAHS  hoped  the  sitnatiim  of  the  land 
would  not  be  mentioned  in  thereec^ution;  tiiere 
were  many  oircnmstances  that  would  render  it 
unneocssary  and  imnroper, 

Mr.  Habtlzt  wisAed  to  know  where  tlie  land 
was  to  be,  because  the  value  of  tiie  hmd  in  dif< 
fbrent  places  was  various;  he  thought  th^ 
ought  to  have  land:  he  woidd  not  be  thought 
to  oUeot  to  the  resdutios. 
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Mr.  Vksabli  dill  not  tliink  it  oecessaQ-  to 
mention  at  this  time  'wtiat  land  should  be  ap- 
innpriated  for  this  parpoEt'.  A  bill  would  be 
iDirodoced  in  a  few  days,  it  could  then  be  de- 
Icrmined.  If  tbere  were  objections  to  appro- 
priate tbe  land  mentioned,  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  then  propose  a  spot  that  woold 
rait  every  coaveniencj  better.  These  people, 
be  said,  oaght  to  be  satisfied ;  it  was  time  thef 


ttr,  Dattov  eaid,  that  the  Giainnan  of  the 
committee  eud  there  was  no  land  near  Lake 
Erie  of  that  description  belonging  to  the  United 
States ;  be  wished  to  know  what  foundation 
the  ■nortion  had  T 

Hr.  Gkkbbitp  said,  the  committee  had  made 
what  iuqniiy  they  could  on  the  subject,  of  per- 
eoDS  weU  informed,  who  told  them  there  was 
no  land  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  that 

Mr.  BrroBeATES  wonld  vote  for  striking  out 
the  daoae  as  it  stood,  not  &om  anj  knowledge 
he  had  on  the  justice  of  the  claims,  but,  if  jnst, 
satisfaction  should  be  giTen.  The  committee 
had  not  reported  as  to  the  value  of  land  neces- 
sary to  be  given;  the  value  of  land  waa  pro- 
portioiied  to  its  different  qualities  and  loca- 
tiiHi ;  he  thought  it  would  be  as  well  for  these 
people,  to  give  them  military  land  warrants, 
and  let  them  locate  by  lot:  this  bad  heretofore 
been  the  method,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
aa  advantageous  to  them  as  any,  and  avoid  many 
£fficultiea  with  respect  to  the  grant. 

Mr.  Maoos  hoped  the  question  wonid  be  di- 
vided ;  he  liked  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man last  up,  to  strike  out,  and  insert  the  words 
proposed ;  he  therefore  wonld  wish  the  com- 
niiUee  to  rise,  and  report  progrees ;  or,  if  the 
EoEise  do  not  adopt  the  anbetitate,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  recommitted, 

Mr.  Dattob  moved  to  strike  ont  the  words 
iclatiTe  to  location,  and  sabstitntethe  following 
rtsolntion: 

'^Bached,  Tbtt  provinoo  oo^  to  be  made  by 
!■»  for  grantiiw  donatioiu  of  laod  to  Canadlui  and 
Nora  Scotia  nngcei,  in  oonfimnity  to  tbe  molvag  of 
CoignM  oftfaeSSdof  Apra,  1T8S,  and  tbe  ISth  of 

This  rcaolntion  was  adopted. 

The  third  was— 

••  SaeUtd,  That  five  hundred  acru  of  land  be 
graated  to  each  ttAigee  &om  Canada  and  Nora 
Smda.* 

Tbi*  reoc^ntion  was  attended  with  three  ex- 
^outory  restrictions.  It  passed,  and  the  Chair- 
man re«i  the  first  of  these  mlea,  which  was, 
"that  the  applicant  shall  make  proof,  before 
BOOM  OoiUTt  of  record,  of  his  aotoal  residence  in 
one  of  tb«  provinoes  aforesaid,  previous  to  the 
day  of ." 

lb.  Gbmmsvp  snppoaed  this  was  meant  mere- 
ly m  tb«  oniBnea  of  a  plan  to  be  completed 
when  tbe  bill  was  brought  in ;  at  this  time  it 
r  that  instraotion  ahonld  be  ^ven 


»tbe 


with  the  will  ^tlieE 


ft  biU 


Mr.  Dattoit  ol^ected  to  this,  and  the  two 
following  clauses.  He  objected  also  to  the  re- 
solution for  an  iudiscriminate  grant  of  five  hnn- 
dred  acres  of  land  to  each  reftigee.  Some  of 
these  people  would  be  found  to  deserve  more 
and  some  less,  in  proportion  to  their  exertion 
and   snfferings.     8ome  might  have   lost  large 

g'operty,  or  have  had  large  families.  If  1&. 
AiTos  had  observed  what  the  committee  were 
doing,  ha  wonld  have  objected  to  the  pasring 
of  that  clause.  He  likewise  opposed  the  present 
one.  This  olaose  and  the  remaining  two  were 
ne^tived. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose.  The 
Ohainban  reported  prosress.  The  House  took 
np  the  report  The  first  resoiation  and  the 
second,  as  altered  in  the  committee,  were  agreed 


The  qnestion  on  the  third  resolution  was 
then  pnt. 

Mr.  Maooh  thought  that  It  wonld  be  exceed- 
ingly improper  to  grant  an  equal  quantity  to 
each ;  it  ought  to  be  entirely  circnmstantial. 

Mr.  Qbeerup  was  of  the  same  opinion ;  he 
said  some  of  these  people  had  suffered  more 
than  others.  The  circumstances  of  some  were 
such  that  they  were  in  irons,  in  close  confine- 
ment twelve  or  fourteen  months,  many  of  them 
bad  the  warrant  signed  for  their  eiecution,  and 
a  variety  of  cruelties  were  exercised;  these  dis- 
tresses required  connderation. 

Mr.  BAinwnf  hoped  it  wonld  be  struck  ont; 
the  House  should  not  go  into  parttcnlars  of  the 
quantity  to  be  given,  or  the  circumstances  of 
the  persona ;  he  had  seen  great  difficulty  attend- 
ing these  qieciGcations.  He  did  not  like  this 
loose  way  of  doing  business;  they  need  not 
open  land  offices  for  that  purpose ;  some  way 
wonld  be  fbund  out  to  give  the  people  satiafao- 

Mr.  WiiLiAits  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  be  restricted. 

The  qnestion  on  the  third  reeotution  was  then 
pnt  and  lost. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  of  Messrs. 
GiutAH,  WnjjAMS,  and  Gbekncp,  with  instmo- 
tions  to  bring  in  a  bill  poranant  to  the  reeolo* 
tions  as  amended. 

Kidnapping  Sigroei. 

Mr.  BwANwioK  called  the  order  of  the  day  on 
a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  made  the  lost  season,  on  a  me> 
morial  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  respecting 
the  kidnaping  of  negroes  and  mulattoes.  The 
House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  suliJQct. 

Mr,  SwAswiOK  said,  that  there  was  a  >ni»> 
chievous  practice  in  use  of  carrying  these  peo- 
ple away  from  the  place  of  their  residoice,  by 
masters  of  vessels,  and  selling  them  in  other 
forta.  The  plan  of  the  committee  was  to  get 
instructions  from  the  House  to  bring  in  a  bill 
making  it  necessary  for  every  master  of  a  vessel 
to  have  a  certificate  of  tbe  number  and  situo- 
tioQ  of  any  negroes  or  mulattoes  he  may  have 
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OD  board.  H«  hoped  tlM  measure  would  not . 
bU  be  opposed,  as  it  only  prevented  tbefla  : 
thiB  caae. 

Ur.  OoiT  wiibed  to  know  whether  it  was  ne- 
oeaiarj  for  the  United  States  to.  intermeddle 
with  this?  He  wiahed  the  report  had  b«en 
more  aatiafactorj,  and  stated  the  piinoiples 
whith  it  was  formed  with  more  preciMOn. 


to  core.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  laws  ii 
the  several  Statee  were  full;  adequate  to  the 
sobject  withoat  farther  provi^on ;  he  was  not 
ready  to  give  a  vote  on  it  either  way  at  present. 

Mr.  SwurwicK  said,  the  report  was  graaoded 
on  an  applioatjon  from  the  Legislature  of  Dela- 
ware. [Mr.  S.  here  read  the  memorial  from 
that  Btate  to  Congreeg.]  The  practice,  he  8aid, 
was  very  iijarionB  and  dangerooB  to  that  Stat«, 
and  he  hoped  a  remedy  would  be  attempted, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  Oongresa  to  provide  c_. 
by  this  method ;  some  of  the  States  had  made 
an  attempt  Co  remedy  this  eviL  bat  their  laws 
were  broVen  with  impnnity.  If  the  reeolntion 
of  the  committee  posed,  he  ehoitld  move  that 
the  committee  bring  in  abill  in  poranance  thereto. 

Mr.  SwunnoK  said,  the  laws  of  the  different 
Statee  forbade  the  atealing  of  negroes ;  hnt  they 
had  no  remedy  that  would  take  effect  ont  of 
their  own  State :  and  altboogh  each  had  effect 
in  their  own  State,  yet  they  had  no  power  on 
the  water.  The  intention  of  the  present  mea- 
nre  was  to  oblige  maaters  of  veaselH,  when  they 
cleared  out  of  any  ports  in  the  Delaware,  when 
they  took  any  negro  or  mulatto  on  board,  to 
have  a  certificate  of  their  being  free.  The  aitna- 
tioD  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  commaoicating 
wiUi  both  the  Delaware  and  Ches^ieake,  was, 
In  this  reepect,  partioolarly  exposed  to  insnlt 
and  injnry ;  hut  this  remedy,  he  thou^t,  woold 
be  effectoaL  The  gentleman  Uat  np  widked  the 
oommittee  to  rise,  in  order  to  recommit  it :  he 
shoold  vote  for  it  If  the  gentleman  was  willing 
to  add,  "■  to  bring  in  a  oill."  The  gentleman 
was  in  the  committee,  if  he  had  stated  his  ob- 
jections there,  it  might  have  saved  time. 

Mr.  MuBBAT  wished  to  know  what  was  ftilly 
meant  by  the  idea  of  prevenldag  kidnapping. 
He  confessed  ha  did  not  i^tly  nndentand  the 
meaning  of  the  word.  Was  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  have  ref^nce  to  the  taUng 
of  free  negroes  and  selUng  Uiem  as  aUvea,  or 
tiie  taking  slaves  to  make  them  free  t 

Mr.  SwAKwioK  Bcdd  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent both  evila  It  was  intended  to  prevent 
thdr  being  stolen  from  their  masters ;  and,  abo, 
to  prevent  the  power  of  the  master  taking  them 
to  the  other  States  to  sell  them.  Thia  measnre, 
he  though^  woold  prevent  both.  The  State  of 
Maryland  Ikad  taken  measoree  to  prevent  it 
tbeinselve*;  they  had  made  it  aheavy  penalty 
to  take  a  negro  out  of  the  Slate ;  but  that  ia  not 
effectual  to  prevent  the  evil  now  complained  of. 
This  was  meant  to  prevent  the  practice  of  ex- 
amining ships  before  they  sailed  and  when  they 
•rrlTed. 


Ur.  W.  Smith  wiahed  the  oommittee  to  rise ; 
not  with  a  view  of  recommitting  the  report, 
bnt  to  get  rid  of  the  bnainess  ^together.  Tlie 
sol^ect,  he  aaid,  involved  many  serious  qnes- 
tiona  ;  it  required  very  Beriooa  consideratiou, 
and  he  wished  it  hod  never  come  up.  It  was  a 
qneation  with  him  how  far  Congress  had  a  right 
to  meddle  with  it  at  all.  He  felt  alarmed  on 
the  snbject  as  brought  from  that  State.  He 
considered  it  aa  a  kind  of  entering-wedge,  na  a 
gentleman  had  lately  said,  on  another  occasion. 
It  was  altogether  a  municipal  regulation,  and 
not  at  all  connected  with  trade  or  commerce, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  left  to  the  State  Le- 
^atures  to  settle.  He  did  not  think  the  con- 
stitution allowed  that  Hoase  to  act  in  iL 

OenUemen  had  said,  that  the  laws  of  the 
States  took  no  effect  on  the  waters.  This,  he 
tboQght,  was  founded  on  a  mistake.  The  lawa 
of  the  Slates  could  prevent  robbery  on  water  aa 
well  as  on  land,  if  within  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States.  He  hoped  Ue  committes 
would  rise,  and  dismiss  the  snt^ect. 

Mr.  \iKka  Smtth  thought  the  gentleman  knew 
not  the  proper  meaning  of  the  report.  It  was 
notto  make  alaw  against  stealing  merely,  but 
against  its  being  done  sncceesfblly ;  many  in- 
atanoea,  he  said,  bad  occurred,  where  they  had 
been  hid  many  days  on  board  the  shipa  and 
taken  away  in  the  night  to  the  West  Indiee, 
and  other  porta  of  the  world  to  sell  them.  It 
was  impossible  that  the  exlating  laws  of  the 
States  should  prevent  this  frauddent  practice : 
the  intent  of  tins  law  was  to  prevent  Uiis  prac- 
tice; by  being  examined,  and  forced  to  take 
certiJScatee  along  with  them,  it  could  not  be 
eaeUv  done.  The  particulars  of  the  remedy 
would  be  more  readily  seen  when  the  bill  was 
brought  in;  it  would  explain  itself;  it  then 
might  be  modified,  altered,  or  r^ected  altoge- 
ther. He  thought  it  could  ^ve  no  offence  or 
cause  of  alarm  to  any  gentieman ;  and  he  wa» 
ire  it  was  no  way  contrary  to  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Maoon  wi^ed  the  committee  to  rise,  and 
not  have  leave  to  sit  agtun.  He  began  to  see 
more  of  the  impropriety  of  the  meaaure  thui 
before,  and  for  Ute  same  reasons  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Buns.) 

Mr.  SwASwioK  said,  uua  Honse  had  aaoer- 
tuned  a  certain  proof,  %whioh  onr  aesmen  are 
known,  by  giving  them  a  certificate  of  their  oiU- 
senahip,  speci^nng  their  person  and  frMdom, 
which  bad  operat^  against  imprwsment;  BBd 
~ia  it  not  equally  neoeaaary,  and  would  it  not 

eqoally  competent^  to  protect  a  man  tana  id- 
Jnries  to  whiim  hia  color  has  exposed  him  t 
Onr  unfortunate  negroes  and  mnlattoes  are  ex- 
posed by  th^r  color  to  much  insult.  In  some 
places,  hes^d,  they  were  so  exposed,  that  color 
alone  was  evidence  of  slaverr.  He  would  sot 
enter  into  the  qoeetion,  whether  all  ongbt  to  be 
free,  because  it  waa  not  immediat«ly  befwe  the 
House ;  bat  if  these  people  were  black  at  white, 
if  free,  they  ought  to  be  protected  in  the  eqjoy. 
ment  of  their  freedom,  not  only  by  Btate  Legn- 
latores  bnt  by  the  Oen«^.GaTaiunait, 
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Kr.  UuKKAT   did    not  expect  to  hare  raised 
fte  •emdbUitT  of  the   gentleman  last  np.    It 
nill;  aroae  from  hia  ignorance,  he  utd.    He 
rthed  to  kno-w   the  origin  of  the  matter ;    he 
m  not  kno^r   -whether  it  had  originated  in  a 
nwcDorial,  or  -whether  it  ome  from  the  hama' 
nity  of    some  'patriotio  member,  nniolicited. 
Great  and  manifold  evils  did  exist  in  this  point ; 
be  meant  to  taake  b  motion  on  the  snbjoct,  as 
Uujland  felt  heavily  from  the  practice.    He 
eonfteeed  be   was  not  snffidentl;  soqn^nted 
-wi^  &e  SngUah  langnage  to  know  the  proper 
lOHinng  of  the  worn  tidjuippinff ;   he  there- 
fan -widied  to  know  if  iC  extended  to  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view.    He  declared  he  did  not 
vidi  to  enoonraRe  the  harboring  of  negroes;  far 
from  it ;  he  wi^ed  to  prevent  it    He  did  not 
flunk  the  law  extended  fai  eaongh  on  that 
point;  atpreaent; negroes, through tfaeinfinenoe 
of  their  own  minds,  or  the  insinuations  of  others, 
or  hoth,  freqnentlf  leave  their  masters,  and  are 
harbwed  hv  other  perscMis.    The  law  takes  no 
notice  of  this,  except  it  can  be  proved  that 
tM  negro  ia  some  person's  property,  and  has 
absconded :    this  is  very  diScidt  to  prove ; 
tbefefore  great  evils  attrad  its  lenity.    'Tis  tme, 
if  it  can  be  proved  that  the  a^ro  has  abscond- 
ed and  waa  harbored,  there  was  a  very  heavy 
IMoalty  inflicted ;  but,  he  said,  this  was  difflcnlt 
to  prove.    This,  be  owned,  was  his  intinvation, 
M  the  gentletnaa  termed  It;  and  npon  this  snb- 
fecC  he  meant  to  claim  the  attention  of  the 
Boom.    This  evil,  he  said,  mi^t  arise  trom  the 
Alee  philoeophy  md  miBplaoed  philanthropy  of 
the  uTooatsa  of  emancipation.    He  was  ever 
wilHiw  to  give  the  qoeetion  a  fur  trial,  and 
tboe^t  himself  boond  to  thank  the  gnitleman 
fbr  lusextreme  benevolence  in  advooatina  it. 

Mr.  SwunnoE,  U>  satisfy  the  genuemaa 
ftom  UarjlaoA,  told  him,  that  the  snlqeot  came 
bafi»e  the  Bmm  frtm  the  State  ai  Delaware. 

Mr.  W.  fyatK  said,  he  did  not  know  how  &r 
Iba  MKumittee  ■honldgo,  he  shonld  not  vote  for 
tbe  matter  to  go  into  the  oommict«e.  He  said, 
it  was  that  kind  of  bodness  which,  by  the  con- 
■titatioa,  was  to  be  kA  to  tbe  different  States, 
ha  ooDld  not  agree  to  the  snbject  going  any 
ftafther.  The  ODeervationa  of  the  genUcman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  convinced  him  that  that 
Hooseoo^t  not  to  interfere  with  the  individoid 
8tatee  on  the  snbiect ;  the  interests  and  policy 
<f  the  different  States  were  so  varions,  Uiat  it 
woold  be  a  dangerons  tiling  to  meddle  with, 
Ba  thought  it  an  improper  qnestion  for  discus- 
rioa;  he  conceived  it  wonld  be  sonnd  policy 
not  to  toocb  it  in  that  Hoose.  The  gentleman 
had  gone  toofkrto  makenseof  the  word  «man- 
ttpatiffH.  He  feared  lest  the  nse  of  it  shotild 
mead  an  alarm  throng  some  of  tbe  States. 
u  m%iit  imperceptibly  lead  from  step  to  step 
tin  it  ends  in  mischief. 

Mr.  NioHOLAB  hoped  the  business  woold  not 
be  dismissed.  We,  said  Hr.  If.,  who  reside  in 
the  Sontbem  States  are  nnfortonately  possessed 
sf  such  a  kind  c^  proper^  as  has  a  conriderable 
odinm  attached  to  it ;   but,  if  we  nnfortonately 


hold  davee,  we  onght  not  to  contribute  to  tbe 
making  Btares  of  tree  men,  bnt  I  wonld  wish  to 
establish  them  in  their  freedom.  If  we  can 
give  relief  as  the  thing  exists,  let  it  be ;  by  all 
means  do  it,  whether  it  incur  the  pleasure  or 
displeasure  of  some  of  the  Hlaveholders.  He 
hoped  the  subject  wonld  have  fhll  investigation. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pot  for  the  committee 
to  rise.  £1fty-fonr  members  rising  in  the  affir- 
mative, it  was  carried. 

Mr.  StTOBaAvos  then  moved  for  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  report ;  this,  he 
said,  was  in  order  to  make  way  for  another  mo- 
tion to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee,  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Tbe  qnestion  was  pnt,  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged. 

Ur.  SwAKwiCE  moved  that  the  business  be 
recommitted  to  &6  Committee  of  Oommerce 
and  Haunfactnres,  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Hr.  CoiT  wished  the  snUect  to  be  postponed 
for  fbriher  consideration  before  it  was  sent  to 
the  committee.  He  had  donbts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  itat  all.  He  thonght  it  haa  not 
had  that  discoseion  a  sal^ect  so  important  re- 
qnired. 

Mr.  W.  Bhtih  smd,  he  believed  this  was  the 
first  time  it  was  considered  in  the  Honse.  It 
had  been  tried  in  a  committee  hut  never  Uken 
np  by  the  Honse,  ondnow  gentlemen  wished  to 
send  it  back  to  the  committee,  with  instructions 
to  bring  in  a  bill.  The  Committee  of  Oommerce 
and  Manafactnres  was  considerably  deranged 
since  last  scssioo,  when  this  business  came  be- 
fore them;  many  new  members  were  added, 
and  it  required  more  information  before  it  conld 
come  to  the  conclusion  prescribed. 

Hr.  SiTOBKAVES  sud,  if  any  one  good  porpoee 
conld  be  derived  to  the  House  ortothegentl&- 
men,  he  woold  not  oppose  it ;  bnt  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  good  object  oould  be  attained 
b^  a  delay.  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  by  tbe  gentleman,  (Hr.  Smith,)  that  the 
committee  werefonsed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  he  was 
sarprised  that  sach  an  idea  should  l>e  formed. 
If  tiiat  committee  report  a  bill,  this  Honse  b 
not  even  pledged  to  pass  it.  When  tbe  suMeot 
is  sent  to  tiie  committee  with  that  instruction, 
can  it  be  conceived  that  committee  Is  forced  to 
report  a  bill  t  There  is  no  such  thing  intended 
nor  included  in  the  words,  as  either  this  Honse 
should  be  pledged  to  pass  ft  bill,  or  that  the 
cranmittee  shonld  report  one.  The  object  te, 
that  the  House,  through  the  medium  of  the 
committee,  shonld  have  a  plan  prepared  for 
th«r  conwderation,  and  the  word  ''  otherwise" 
leaves  the  committee  to  exerdse  its  own  dis- 
cretion as  to  tbe  report. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  with  a  pm- 
denoe  and  consistency  highly  becoming,  wishes 
time  to  think  on  the  subject.  Bnt  how  is  that  . 
gentieraan  to  have  foundation  for  his  refleo- 
tions  until  a  bill  is  drawn?  Mr.  8.  did  not  know 
what  were  the  resources  of  that  gentleman's 
mind,  but  for  himself  be  must  own  that  in  all 
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the  attitudes  id  whicb  thia  subject  had  preBent- 
ed  itself  he  could  not  distinctly  see  uie  plan. 
Odb  gontlenitui  had  said  tliere  was  no  remedy 
the  Uuited  States  could  apply  bnt  what  was  in- 
oom^tible  with  the  laws  of  the  indlTidiiBl  States. 
Vr,  S.  preenmed  tbat  until  he  saw  the  mode  U> 
be  adopted,  he  could  not  say  whether  it  waa 
easy  or  difficult.  On  the  whole,  he  tboneht  to 
pCHtpone  the  an^ect  could  answer  no  good  end, 
while  it  might  delay  the  object,  and  do  itjury. 

Mr.  Corr  add,  very  probably  the  resources  of 
hie  mind  may  not  be  equal  to  that  genOeman's, 
he  therefore  wished  the  snbject  to  be  delayed 
that  he  might  have  time  to  get  into  the  know- 
ledge of  the  bosinees. 

!Mr.  Con's  motion  for  postponement  was  then 
put  and  carried— yeas  40,  naja  80. 

Svgh  idiMcn  IFSito. 

"Mr.  Blovnt  then  called  for  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  petition  of  Hugh  Lawson  White,  a  soldier 
nnder  General  Sevier,  against  the  Indiana.  The 
House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  B  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Tht  following  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Olums  woB  then  road : 

That  the  dum  Mt  forth  in  tfa«  nid  petition,  ii  in- 
tended to  eilabliih  a  principle  that  will  apply  to  the 
whole  of  the  militia  vMcb  were  called  mt  under 
Brigadier  General  Sovier,  in  1793,  to  act  offenurdy 
■gainBt  certain  Indiana  Mmth-wesC  of  the  Ohio. 

That  the  Dxpedition  againat  theae  Indiui,  u  ap- 
peara  from  the  mnstei-rolli,  comprehended  a  period 
of  above  five  months  or  from  the  22d  Jnly  to  Slit 
December,  1798. 

That  it  wai  nndsrtaken  widmit  aathority  denvM 
from  the  Preddent,  nnder  the  lawl  oT  the  United 
States  and  for  the  avowed  pnipon  of  canjing  the 
war  into  the  Cherokee  ooonti?. 

That  the  tenor  of  the  initnictioD*  from  the  De- 
partment of  War  to  the  Goromor  of  the  Scoth- 
wertora  Territory  forbade  offtnalve  oparationa. 

Having  given  these  facts,  it  may  be  pn^ier  to  add, 
that  it  appean,  by  ■  lecoiranoe  to  oSkialpapen,  that 
the  Indiana  had  greatly  perplexed  and  haiaaaed  liy 
thefla  and  mnidera,  the  frondar  inhabitanti  of  Ten- 
neasee ;  and  jHorions  to  the  aerrice,  lot  which  com- 
penaation  i>  demanded,  had  iboirn  themaelvei  it 
coiuidBrable  foroe,  and  killed  at  two  itationi  (one  of 


Congma  to  judge  how  far  theie  aggresaianj  i£  In- 
i^ana,  and  inch  other  circnniltaDCea  as  can  be  ad- 
duced to  the  paitiea,  cooitibita  a  caae  of  immiiMnI 
danger,   or   the   expedition  a  jnat  and    neoMsoiy 


Ur.  A.  JxcKsoN*  said,  by  a 
papers  Jnst  read,  be  doubted  not  it  would  appear 
evident,  that  the  measures  pursued  on  the  ooca- 
rion  alluded  to  were  both  just  and  necessary. 
When  it  was  seen  that  war  was  waged  upon  the 

•Aftannrdf  Oeaenl  ind  PreaWaat.    Thla  wm  hli  But 
qipuiin»  In  the  uUaul  eaonolU-ud  e]iuutor1gtlialLr— 
diteniUiig  with  Mi  voice  thoae  ■Weslara  settle™  whoa*  ■ 
taau,  with  thi  award,  wu  aftonranla  the  Ibiiiidjilloa  of 
natlDBil  ftma  and  poUtkal  altvatlaiL 
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State,  that  the  knife  and  the  tomahawk  were 
held  over  the  heads  of  women  and  children,  that 
peaceable  citizens  were  murdered,  it  was  time  to 
make  resistance.  Some  of  the  assertions  of  the 
Secretory  at  War,  he  said,  were  not  founded  in 
fact ;  particalarly  with  respect  to  the  expedition 
being  undertaken  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
carrying  the  war  into  the  Cherokee  country ; 
indeed  they  were  contradicted  by  a  reference  to 
General  Smith's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
He  trusted  it  would  not  be  presuming  too  mncb, 
when  he  swd,  from  being  an  inhabitant  of  the 

untry,  he  bad  some  knowledge  of  this  bnsi- 

iBs.     From  June  to  the  end  of  October,  he 

id,  the  militia  acted  entirely  on  the  defeusive^ 
when  twelve  hundred  Indians  came  upon  them 
and  carried  their  station,  and  threatened  to 
carry  the  seat  of  Government.  In  such  a  state, 
said  Hr.  J.,  would  the  Secretory  (npon  whom 
the  Executive  power  rested,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Governor)  have  been  justiSed,  had  ha  not 
adopted  the  measure  he  did  of  pursuing  the 
luemyl  Ha  believed  he  would  not;  that  tlie 
izpeiUtion  was  just  and  necessary,  and  that, 
therefbre,  the  claim  of  Mr.  White  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Ha  therefore  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  fal- 
lowing effect : 

Rttalvtd,  Iliat  Genaral  Seviei'l  sipedltieii  into 
Cherokae  Nation,  in  the  year  1738,  ww  a  jnat 
and  necesuiy  meanm,  and  tiut  |soTiaon  ought  to 
be  made  by  law  ibr  paying  the  ezpenm  thereof.' 

Mr.  Habpxs  sud,  this  appeared  to  be  a  sab- 
jeotof  oonsiderable  importance ;  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would,  for  the  present,  lie  on  the 
table.  He  therefore  moved  that  Ute  ooniniitt«e 
rise  and  ask  leave  to  rit  again. 

Hr.  Con  ttXA,  the  report  wanted  some  more 
preparation  before  it  should  have  come  before 
the  House ;  he  would  therefore  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  he  knev 
of  no  reOMU  agunat  this  reference,  as  many  re- 
ports from  Heads  of  Departments  hod  bem  so 
referred. 

Mr.  Blouxt  bcnted  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vaiL  The  expedient  of  referring  it  to  the  Beo- 
retary  at  War  was  resorted  to,  when  it  first 
came  before  .the  House.  He  hoped  now  it 
would  not  bo  deferred,  hot  decided  on.  He 
thought  the  Oommittee  of  Claims,  from  havii^ 
once  had  it  before  the  House,  knew  as  mnofa 
of  the  case  as  thev  could  know,  and  perhaps  all 
wae  indoded  in  tnis  report. 

Mr.  D.  FosTEB  made  the  same  obserrationa  in 
effect  as  Mr.  Bloukt. 

Hr.  Oorr  sud,  gentlemen  bad  not  given  « 
shadow  of  ft  reason  why  it  should  not  be  refer- 
red to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Jackhon  owned  he  waa  not  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  rules  of  the  House,  but 
from  the  best  idea  he  oould  form,  it  waa  a  very 
inrcuitons  way  of  doing  busineas.  Why  no^ 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  when  all 
the  facta  are  stated  in  this  report,  he  Icnew  not. 
If  this  was  the  usual  mode  of  doing  hnsineea,  ti« 
hoped  it  would  not  be  referred. 
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Mr.  W.  LiMAs  thought^  the  time  it  was  nn- 
der  oonaiderfttioa  befom,  when  referred  to  the 
SeraietuT-  at  War,  waa  the  time  to  hare  thought 
of  referriag  it  to  that  committee ;  but  now  it 
was  too  iaSe ;  now  the  Iloiue  had  a  report  be- 
fore it.  It  appeared  to  him  a  mere  formality. 
It  looks  like  throwing  the  bnsineas  onL  He 
had  not  made  up  his  mind  which  wa;  he  sLoold 
Tot«,  bnt  he  thonght  one  report  was  wiEBoieDt ; 
*  e,  dierefore^  hoped  it  wonld  come  nnder  oon- 
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■deratJOE 


Mr.  Bloitrt  Bud,  when  he  first  presented  the 
petition,  he  moved  it  to  be  referred  to  the  Oom- 
ndttee  of  Claims;  it  was  then  r^ect«d,  and  sent 
b>  the  Secretarr  at  War, 

The  Oommittee  roB;^  and  obt^ed  leave  to 


FaniAT,  Deoembor  30. 
The  Chi£ka»aa    Claim». 

Alxxajtdzs  D.  Obb,  from  Kentaokj,  appear- 
ed, and  took  bis  seat. 

Hr.  A^tDBXw  Jacesox  presented  a  petition  of 
Qecoge  Colbert,  one  of  the  chieg  and  warriors 
of  the  GhiokasBw  nation  of  Indians,  oomplun- 
ing  of  a  non-performance  of  stipulations  entered 
into  in  certain  bdh  held  with  Qovenior  Bloant 
and  otber  agents  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
tbej  agreed  in  defensire  sapport  of  eaoh  other's 
i%hta ;  that  th^  nation  was  invaded  by  the  red 
people^  (the  Oreelu,)  when  the  j  applied,  acoord- 
ing  to  treaty,  for  fud ;  that  their  brother,  James 
Bobertsoti,  add  he  had  no  orders  to  send  them 
any  aanstance;  and  that  be  mnst  first  have 
otdnvfrom  their  father  the  PsxamKHT  or  trk 
Usimt  Statch.  However,  a  detachment  of 
TobinteNS  mider  the  command  of  Oolond 
e  to  their  aid.  He  asked  oom- 
D  for  snppliea  foinished  to  that  detaoh- 

.  It  dnring  sixty  days.  He  said  he  had  applied 
to  his  beloved  friend  the  Secretary  at  War, 
who  told  him  that  Oongress  had  set  apart  no 
mciieT  ont  of  which  it  ooold  be  paid ;  he,  there- 
fare,  ^iplied  to  Congres  for  relief. 

This  petition  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
oT  Claims. 

Bvg\  Zauton  WMU. 

Tbe  Honae  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Coro- 
ndttae  of  the  Whole  on  the  petition  of  Hugh 
LawBon  White. 

The  reaolntion  of  ICr.  Aksbew  Jaozboit  hav- 
inc  been  read, 

Mr.  CoiT  called  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tioa  npon  which  the  report  was  founded.     It 

Ur.  A,  Jackjkui  sud,  the  rations  fonnd  for 
the  tro(q«  on  this  expedition  had  already  been 
paid  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he  conld 
fee  no  reasonable  objection  to  the  payment  of 
tiie  whole  expense  attending  the  expedition, 
Ai  the  troops  were  called  ont  by  a  superior 
{fleer,  tbey  had  no  rigfat  to  doubt  hiaanthority. 
Tere  a  contrary  doctrine  admitted,  it  wonld 
Mrike  at  the  very  root  of  sobordiiiadon.    It 

Tot.  n.— ( 


the  command  m  yonr  superior  ofSoer,  yon  have 
a  right  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  service 
Qpon  which  yon  are  abont  to  be  employed,  and, 
until  yon  are  satisfied,  yon  may  refiise  to  take 
the  field."  This,  he  believed,  was  a  principle 
which  could  not  be  acted  opon.  General 
Sevier,  Mr,  J.  said,  was  bound  to  obey  the 
orders  he  reodved  to  undertake  the  expedition. 
The  officers  nnder  him  were  also  obliged  to  obey 
him.  They  went  with  full  oonfldonce  that  the 
United  States  would  pay  them,  believing  that 
they  bad  appointed  such  officers  as  would  not 
call  them  into  the  field  without  proper  autbori- 
If  even  the  expe^tion  had  been  unoonsti- 
tational  (which  he  was  far  from  believing),  it 
ought  not  to  affect  the  soldier,  since  he  had  no 
choitK  in  the  bunness,  being  obliged  to  obey 
his'  superior.  Indeed,  as  the  provisions  had 
been  paid  for,  and  as  the  ration  and  pay>rolls 
were  always  considered  a  check  upon  each 
other,  he  hoped  no  objection  wonld  be  made  to 
the  resolution  which  he  had  moved. 

Mr.  OoiT  said,  he  had  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  petition,  because  he  conld  not  see  the  con- 
nection between  it  and  the  resolntion  nnder 
coasideration.  The  petition  prayed  for  recom- 
pense for  the  services  of  the  petitioner,  and  the 
men  nnder  his  command,  and  the  proper  reso- 
hitioQ  wonld  be  that  the  prayer  of  it  ought  &[ 
might  not  be  granted ;  but,  instead  of  this,  the 
resolntion  before  them  went  to  the  whole 
troops  employed  in  Oeneral  Sevier's  expedition. 

Mr,  A.  Jaokbor  said,  by  referring  to  the  re- 

Krt  it  woold  be  seen  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
d  stated,  that  to  allow  the  prayer  of  this  pe- 
tition, would  be  to  establish  a  principle  that 
would  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  militia  in  that 
expedition.  If  this  petitioner's  claim  was  a 
just  one  therefore,  the  present  decision  ought  to 
go  to  the  whole,  as  it  was  unnecessary  for 
every  soldier  employed  in  that  expedition,  to 
apply  personally  to  that  House  fbr  compensation. 

Mi.  RtrrBBByoRD  observed,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  set  the  matter  in  so 
fair  a  light  that  it  was  not  neceasaryto  say 
much  more  on  the  subject;  but,  ashe  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  frontier  from  his  infancy, 
he  would  Just  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
expedition  was  a  necessary  one,  and  that  the  ex- 
pense ought  immediately  to  be  pud.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  resolntion  would  be  agreed  to 
nnanimoualy. 

Mr.  Haxfkr  waa  not  prepared  to  say,  without 
more  informatloa  than  he  had  on  the  suttjeot, 
that  the  measure  was  just  and  necessary,  or 
the  contrary.  He  felt  disposed  to  think  favora- 
bly of  the  expedition ;  bnt  he  thonght  the  House 
should  have  forther  information  before  it  came 
to  any  reeoiation  on  the  subject  They  had,  it 
was  true,  a  letter  fr«m  Qeneral  Smith,  the  then 
Seoret»T,  but  he  thonght  this  was  not  safH 
oient.  He  thonght  it  would  be  better  to  refer  tfit 
report  and  other  papen  to  a  select  oommittee, 
I  with  instractions  to  inquire  into  the  aeoesdty 
[  and  propriety  of  \ha   axpedition,  and  report 
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thereon.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  preeent  re- 
Mtlnttoo  would  be  disagreed  to,  ludtbe  oommit- 
tee  would  rise.  He  would  then  bring  forward 
a  resolution  to  that  effect.  The  Seoretai?  of 
War,  ho  said,  had  not  gone  follj  into  the  sub- 
ject ;  be  had  given  them  copies  of  two  letters, 
bat  not  his  opinion.  He  did  not  think  that  aa 
expedition  of  so  unportant  a  natnre,  and  which 
moat  involve  in  it  a  very  heavy  expense,  ahoold 
bo  decided  npon  without  Airther  information. 

Ur.  Ceaie  agreed  in  sentiment  with  the  gentle- 
man from  8oathOaroliaa,(Ur.ITASFKi{.)  Hesaid 
there  was  great  difficult;  in  forming  an  opinion 
from  the  report  itself ;  though  the  Secretan^  of 
War  seemed  to  think  the  calling  ont  of  the  Muitia 
neceasary,  there  were  other  expreseions  in  the 
report  which  appeared  to  convey  a  contrary 
sentiment.  He  referred  to  the  letter  of  General 
Smith,  bnt  mentioned  that  there  were  other 
papers.  He  oonld  not  say  the  expedition  was 
not  neoeesary  ;  but  he  thought  fnrtner  informs- 
tioD  was  desirable,  and  the  report  sbonld  be 
committed  to  a  select  committee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  that  information. 

Mr.  W.  Shuh  agreed  with  the  two  gentlemen 
last  np,  that  Airtiier  information  was  neces- 
sary. The  question,  he  sud,  involved  a  unm- 
ber  of  important  points.  In  the  first  place,  a 
(fuestion  was  involved,  whether,  if  the  expedi- 
tions was  neoenary,  as  it  was  not  aathorized 
K  law,  the  erpense  oughtto  be  defrayed  by  the 
dt«d  States  I  By  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  Var,  it  had  appeared  that  Oongreas  were 
well  apprised  of  all  the  ciroomstancea  which  ren- 
dered the  expedition  neoesawy,  yet  they  did  not 
think  proper  to  authorize  it.  In  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  Oovemor  Bloont,  on 
the  subject,  was  ttus  paswge  : 

"  If  thote  diffieolties  ezided  while  the  Congiea 
wen  In  nalon,  and  which,  it  «u  ooocrived,  thej 
■loDB  wen  eompMeut  to  remove,  tbsy  reonr,  In  the 
preMnt  oasat  with  atSlgieater  fbrceif^alltheinfbr- 
niatiainedvedBt  the  time  Congie**  were  In  (eadon, 
wu  liU  bcAn  both  Hoium,  bat  no  Oder  wm  taken 
Ibeteon,  nor  ai^  •xthority  ^ven  to  tlM  Prendent 
of  th«  Dnited  Statn ;  of  onueqnenM  Us  authority 
mm^Df  in  the  nms  litnatlon  it  did  od  tha  oom- 
menceoient  of  the  last  nuicni.  It  It,  indeed,  a 
Miioni  quMtion  to  plnnse  the  nalioD  into  a  war  with 
die  Soi^ani  lrfbe<  of  Indlau,  sopportad  ai  It  ii 
•aid  they  wonld  be." 

Mr.  EL  aim  read  from  the  report  "  that  the 
expedmoD  was  ondertakeit  witbont  antfaority," 
Ae.  The  Secretary  sfto^ards,  indeed,  stated, 
in  his  r^orL  the  disagreeable  ritnation  of  the 
country  at  the  time,  by  way  of  palliative;  bnt, 
as  Oongrea  were  possessed  of  these  foots, 
and  did  not  anthorize  ofibnatve  iq»eraKonB,  it 
beciime  a  nioe  point  to  determine  whether  the 
exyediljon  in  inieetion  was  jnstifiable.  He 
would  not  aay  uiaC  such  a  situation  of  things 
ini^t  not  occor  as  would  Justify  a  measure  of 
(hekiad,  bat  itwaa  of  consequence  to  determine 
whether  this  was  a«ch  a  case,  which  could  not 
be  done  haatilj.  Neither  had  the  House  any 
information  of  tka  magnitode  c^  the  ezpente. 


whether  it  would  be  two  or  threo  hondred 
thousand  or  half  a  million  of  dnilara.  He 
should,  therefore,  hope  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  would  be  discharged,  and  that  the  sub- 
ject would  be  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

Ur.  Uadiboit  saw  no  necessity  fbr  referring 
this  subject  to  a  select  committee.  If  it  whs 
su^ested  that  the  offldal  information  which 
was  before  them  was  inaconrate,  and  that  a 
more  fill  explanation  of  the  Gitnstion  of  thiuga 
was  necessary,  there  would  be  some  groncd  of 
reference ;  hut  he  did  not  find  that  this  was  the 
case.  The  Secretary  of  War  stated  facts,  and 
referred  to  documents  to  prove  "  that  the  In- 
diana had  great^  perplexed  and  harflsged,  bj 
thefts  and  murders,  the  frontier  inhabitants  A 
Tenuessee,  had  shown  themBelves  in  oonsiderft- 
ble  force,  and  killed  at  two  stations  fifteen  per- 
sons." If  this  was  a  state  of  &ct^  and  it  oonld 
not  be  doubted,  the  words  of  the  constitution 
on  the  snliject  were  clear;  "No  State  sh^ 
without  the  consent  of  Oongren,  lay  any  duty 
on  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war  in 
time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  a^eement  or 
compact  with  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign 
power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  in- 
vaded, or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not 
admit  of  delay."*  There  could  be  no  doubt^ 
therefore,  Hr.  M.  sud,  bnt  this  ezpeditiun  came 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution.  In 
many  cases,  he  said,  it  was  difBcnlt  to  determine 
betwixt  offensiTe  and  defensive  operations,  as  it 
was  sometimes  neoessary,  when  acting  on  the 
defensive,  tonse  an  offensive  measure.  He  bad 
no  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  though  tthe  expense 
of  the  expedition  should,  by  all  meana,  be  paid. 

Ur.  Battoh  (the  Speaker)  s^d,  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  adopt  the  resolution  which  was 
moved  by  the  member  from  Tennessee,  nor 
even  to  decide  finally  npon  it,  imlesa  he  oonld 
be  persuaded  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia 
(Ifr.  Uadisos)  was  correct  in  saying  that  the 
report  before  them  oontained  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  was  possible  for  them  to  obtain. 
He  was  convinced  that  there  were  other  ofB- 
olal  papers  and  documenta  which  wonld  throw 
additional  li|^t  npon  the  auljeot,  and  therefbre^ 


gnnndanwUahtharBlM  BUtMbe- 


ri^L  TuiBMMt,  Uk*  Dtbar  uw  eouiMM  1b  th*  Tlnttad 
BUlH,  WH  mtOai  withont  liw,  ud  iciliut  liv.  Ita  ladj 
Bttlut  Bcrt  gnlf  had  BO  iR«E«atl0D  fton  tba  FedanI  Oov- 
■niBHBt,  bnt  von  nndu  Ispl  dlabUlUH  to  porwia  the 
BBAEBf.  Thil  antM  from  th«  poUoj  of  th«  QoTflztunBnt  ts 
pmerri  pii««  db  tlw  trontjan  bj  rattmBlng  Uis  ndts&aa 
df  iAttl#DjaDt%  uid  ODibLDg  th«  dlipoiltioB  ct  the  p*0pj« 
to  wu,  TIio  hUtoi?  of  (ll  tha  d«v  HttlttnaBlt,  thiin  tba 
AtbBUo  to  tba  PkUi,  1>  tha  Mma :  poopla  go  withoDt  U«, 
ud  ifBlBit  Ibv  ;  ud  *biB  Omj  eu  naltbar  ba  tUtppti  bf 
Iha  OvranuaaBt,  Bar  drlvan  badk  hj  tba  ladliBe,  then  Ih* 
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n  While, 


[H.  or  B. 


OD^t  to  be  in  poasesnon  of  the  Oommittee  of 
tbe  Wbole  bofore  thej  took  say  decisive  step. 
He  alliided  to  tbe  confidential  commaniofttiana 
fiota  th«  PsMTOBHT,  in  December,  1792,  which 
gkTO  riae  to  lengthy  discoffiion,  with  closed 
pDeries,  upon  the  meaaores  that  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  hostile  acts  and 
threata  erf"  those  very  Bonth-weetem  Indians, 
who  vt^a  the  oljects  of  the  expedition  for 
vhieh  the;  were  called  npoa  to  pay.  The 
Hoose  of  RepresentatJTes  tbeo  dedded  that 
th^  wonld  neither  declare  war  agtuust  those 
nadoDS  rd  Indiana,  nor  anthorize  the  Pbbsident 
to  carry  an  ofieosire  expedition  into  their 
conntTTt  >A  >»  the  recess  of  Ck>ugTe8S,  he  should 
deem  it  proper,  in  oonseqnence  of  their  con- 
tinnance  in  noatilitj.  As  the  acts  of  Congress 
npoB  this  T«i7  application  wonld  operate  in 
fotnre  bb  a  precedent  and  kind  of  oommentarj 
on  that  part  of  the  eonstitntion  which  limited 
the  inrtsnoes  in  which  a  State  might  levy  troops 
and  act  oSenaireIr,  without  the  prerioiis  assent 
of  tbe  General  GoTemment,  they  could  not, 
ICr.  D.  Bud,  be  too  partionlar  In  their  inveati- 
gitioD,  nor  too  strict  in  their  reference  to  dates 
and  £acte.  He  hoped  that  the  Oommittee  of 
tbe  Whole  would  be  discharged,  and  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  referred  to  a  eeleot 
eonunittee,  whose  dnty  it  would  be  to  report 
those  facts,  with  their  dates,  whioh  cave  rise  to 
dte  eUim  in  qaeetion,  and  wbicn  Justified, 
nider  tbe  pronaion  in  the  conatitntioti,  the 
Turing  of  troops  and  carrying  on  an  offeDsive 
war,  withont  the  previons  ooosent  of  Congress 
or  apiyrabaSion  of  tbe  Pubidkbt. 

ttx,  NiOBOLAB  believed,  on  a  reference  to 
datea,  it  wonld  tw  seen  tbat  these  attocka  of  the 
Indiana  were  aabseooent  to  those  which  were 
in  the  knowledge  of  Oongreas  at  the  time  men- 
tioned, aa  they  took  place  while  Governor 
Kocmt  was  at  Philadelphia ;  and  he  thought  no 
ftirtber  Infcmnation  was  neoesaary  on  tlie  sub- 
ject than  the  letter  from  General  Smith  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  printed  with  the  report,  to 
prove  that  the  expedition  was  both  Jnst  and 
neoesaary.  General  Sevier's  going  into  the 
Cherokee  connlrf  was  no  proof  that  his  opera- 
ti«s  were  offensiTe.  If  other  informatJon  conld 
oe  obtuned  by  referring  the  bnsinesa  to  a  select 
eomtnittee,  he  shonld  have  no  objection;  bnt 
be  bdiered  this  wonld  not  be  the  case.  He 
vtsbed  the  letter  of  General  Smith  to  Iw  read. 
[It  was  read  accordingly.] 

Mr.  Bau>wiii  was  not  able  to  recolleot  how 
great  s  portion  of  tbe  members  present  were  in 
the  HooM  when  this  boaneas  was  brought  be- 
fare  Congress  in  the  year  17S3.  His  own  re- 
eoUeetion  was  freah  npon  the  eabject.  It  was 
a  period  when  tbey  were  much  alarmed  for  onr 
Ii^iaa  fitmtier,  North  and  Bonth.  Tbe  North 
VM  fortified,  aod  it  was  recommended  to  have 
a  le^Mi  on  the  Bonth.  The  gentleman  from 
Scnu  Oaroliiu,  be  recollected,  was  opposed  to 
tbe  meesore,  and  thon^t  the  Eieontive  bad 
determined  too  soon  opon  hostility.  Mr,  B. 
«dd  he  bed  at  tl»t  time  freqnent  oonversalions 


with  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  who  informed 
him  that  he  had  written  to  the  Governor  ot 
Tennessee  that,  in  case  the  pressure  of  the  In> 
diaos  was  so  great  as  to  require  it,  he  must  call 
ont  the  militia.  The  Governor  was  well  known, 
and  snfficient  confidence  was  placed  in  him  that 
this  power  would  not  be  abused.  Be  believed 
the  troops  on  the  Northern  frontier  had  not 
proved  snffident,  and  that  they  had  already 
paid  the  expense  of  troops  whioh  were  called  in 
to  their  assistance.  At  this  period,  Mr.  B.  said, 
the  danger  which  threatened  the  country  was 
great,  and  it  was  happy  for  us  it  bad  been  so 
well  got  over.  He  beueved  it  was  well  that 
the  l^on  for  tbe  Soathem  frontier  was  not 
eqnipped,  thongh  he  at  that  time  thought  it 
necessary.  The  expense  of  the  expedition  in 
qnestion,  he  s^d,  wonld  be  nothing  compared 
with  that  which  would  have  taken  place  bad 
the  legion  contemplated  been  equipped.  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  had  no  doubt  with  respect  to  the 
proprie^  of  paying  the  expense  of  this  expedi- 
Uon.  He  did  not  think  the  number  of  men  was 
great,  or  that  tbe  charge  wonld  be  very  heavy. 

ICr.  DirroiT  (the  Speaker)  said,  he  was  in- 
clined to  believe  the  attacks  of  the  Indiana 
which  provoked  tbe  expedition  of  General 
Sevier,  were  subsequent  ta  those  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Congress  at  the  time  the  subject  waa 
under  discussion. 

He  was  one  of  those,  he  said,  who  thought 
that  the  hostile  dispositions  shown  by  thoee 
Indians  at  that  time  called  for  force,  and  be  bad 
introduced  a  resolution,  by  means  of  hia  col- 
league, to  that  effect  It  waa  not,  therefore,  that 
he  did  not  think  the  expedition  authorized,  hat 
because  he  had  a  desire  to  have  the  facta  re- 
lative to  the  subject  dearly  stat«d,  that  he 
wished  the  bndnessto  be  committed  to  a  select 
committee. 

Hr.  RDTHKBvosn  said,  they  were  not  parUon- 
lar  about  the  manner  of  doing  tbe  hnsineea, 
provided  it  waa  done.  He  was  confident  the 
wpense  of  the  expedition  ought  to  be  paid. 
When  the  Indians  were  noon  them,  what  oould 
tbe  Governor  do!  Was  ne  to  send  forward  to 
the  seat  of  Government  to  be  Instructed  what 
to  do  t  No ;  resistance  was  necessary,  and  it 
was  not  becoming  in  them  now  to  saj;,  "  Yon 
did  not  act  perfectly  regular — the  thing  was 
not  exactly  as  it  ahould  have  been."  It  waa  a 
critioal  period,  he  said,  and  if  the  expenses  were 
not  p^  it  ml|^t  have  a  bad  effect  in  future. 

Ur.  ErrooxLL  waa  in  favor  of  the  oommittee 
rlMng.  He  remembered  the  transactions  whioh 
took  tilaoe  on  this  bu^ness,  as  mentioned  by 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Dattom.)  He  said,  he  waa 
one  of  those  who  voted  againrt  tbe  propositioD 
of  using  hostile  means,  because  he  thought  tt 
poeaible  to  ward  off  the  evil  It  bad  been 
warded  off;  bnt  he  believed  there  was  sufiicient 
ground  for  calling  out  General  Sevier,  and  he 
doubted  not,  if  the  business  was  referred  to  ase- 
leot  oommlttM,  the  result  would  be  satia&ctory 
to  those  genUemen  who  brought  forward  tlie 
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The  oommittoo  rose,  and  leave  not  being 
granted  to  sit  again,  on  motlDn,  the  report  and 
papers  accompanflng  it  were  referred  to  a  select 
commitUe  of  Messrs.  A.  Jaokson,  J.  Smitb, 
BiotrsT,  Dbkt,  and  HisPEii.* 

Fbidat,  January  20, 1797. 
Direet  Taxes. 
The  HoiiBe  then  took  up  the  connderation  of 

the  resolntioa  reported  yesterday  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  Auther 

Hr.  CoiT  wished  for  a  diviaion  of  the  qnestdon, 
viz:  that  the  propoeition  for  a  tax  on  land  and 
that  for  slaves  shonld  be  pnt  separately. 

Mr,  SwANWioK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Tliey  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  NiOHOLAB  thought  the  reaolntion  should 
not  be  divided,  but  that  the  propositions  for  a 
tax  on  land  and  a  tax  on  slaves  should  go  to- 
gether, as  he  shonld  object  to  vote  for  the  tax 
on  land  except  that  on  slaves  accompanied  it. 
He  tbonghc  the  gentleman  had  better  try  the 
qtiMtJon,iiy  moving  to  strike  ont  what  reepected 
slaves. 

Ur.  HjLDiBoir  thought  it  wonld  be  best  for  the 
two  propoflitions  to  go  together;  bnt  if  they 
did  not,  he  did  not  think  the  embarrassments 
insuperable.  If  the  qnestion  was  divided,  those 
who  titonght  a  tax  on  slaves  necessary  mnst 
vote  for  the  first  part;  and  if  the  second  was 
r^ected,  there  wonld  not  be  wanting  an  oppor- 
tunity of  voting  -against  the  tax  on  land.  It 
was  necessary  to  olwerve,  that  It  had  been  found 
expedient  to  associate  these  two  taxes  together, 
in  oriet  to  do  jnatioe,  and  to  conform  to  the 
established  usage  of  a  very  lai^  tract  of  conn- 
try,  who  were  entitled  to  some  degree  of  at- 
tention, and  to  whom  a  tax  on  land,  without  a 
tax  on  slaves,  wonld  be  very  otjjectionable. 

ISt.  Core  said,  he  could  not  gratify  the  gen- 
tleman fi«m  Virginia  by  varying  his  motion,  as 
tt  wonld  not  answer  the  pnrpose  he  had  in  view. 

Mr,  NioBOLia  supposed,  if  the  motion  was 
persisted  in,  he  was  at  liberty  to  move  to  insert 
ilafM  in  the  first  part  of  the  reaolotion.  The 
gentleman  oertunly  knew  his  own  views  best; 
or  he  thought  it  was  possible  to  have  settled  the 
busineas  he  proposed. 

Ur.  W.  Smith  saw  no  difficulty  on  the  snb- 
ject.  Qentlemen  would  vote  for  the  first  part 
of  the  resolution,  in  hopes  that  the  second  would 
pass ;  bat  if  it  did  not  pass,  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  voting  on  the  main  question,  and 
therebyd^at  the  whole. 

Mr.  Vau  OoBTLAsnr  wonld  vote  for  both  to- 
gether, but  not  separately. 

Hr.  GtiLUXts  inquired  as  to  a  point  of  order, 


*  ^M  coiniiiltta*  tflpoTtad  la  £bTor  of  pAjIng  Uh  brt^^d* 
*  Serltr,  (300  lilkitrj  ud  two  troopi  of  hona.) 
lo  (lis  lam  of  |N,S1<  ui  K  MnM-*  veir  ntuU 
Sun  tfbr  ■  r«riiat«  «xp*dltloa  Into  thfi  omntij  of  ■  JoniiLd- 
■Ma  Isdlu  tilbe,  sod  M  tfflcltntlr  MsdoeUd  u  to  Hcnn 
tmqnUlltr  to  til*  frontier.  IldtHmi  to  bo  nniinibend 
(tlUtpi         -     -       - 


[Jaxdabt,  1707. 

whether,  if  the  first  part  of  the  rcsolntion  was 
carried,  and  the  second  negatived,  the  question 
wonld  not  then  be  taken  upon  the  Ksolntion  as 
amended) 

The  Bpbazsb  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WnxiAUB  said,  it  wonld  save  time  if  the 
question  was  taken  upon  the  whole  resolution 
together;  for  if  several  genUemen  voted  against 
the  first  proposition,  lest  the  last  shonld  not 
pass,  the  whole  might  in  this  wav  be  defeated. 
He  thought  a  vole  might  be  aafely  taken  upon 
the  whole  together,  as  no  one  wonld  be  bound 
by  the  vote  in  iavor  of  the  bill,  if  he  should  not 
approve  of  it.  For  his  own  part,  bo  wished  to 
see  the  plan,  though  he  did  not  know  that  be 
shonld  vote  for  it. 

Hr.  NiOHotAB  supposed  there  was  not  the 
difflcul^  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  Qentiemeu  would  not  risk  the 
WLole  by  voting  against  the  first  part  of  the 
resolution ;  ranee,  if  the  second  was  not  carried, 
they  co^,d  afterwards  reject  the  whole. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put,  that  the  House 
agree  to  the  first  resolution,  vii : 

Baatvtd,  That  there  might  to  bs  appnqiriated, 
~  the  last  ceosos,  og  ths  several  States^ 
oi ,  to  be  n^ied  by  the  fbllowing  direct 

X  ad  valorem,  under  pt^  fur  rsgnlatioiu  and 
u,  on  >I1  Isndi,  with  their  impiovements,  in- 
elndlag  town  lots,  with  the  hoildings  tberaon." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  48, 

ysSO. 

The  seoond  part  of  the  resolution,  relative  to 
slaves,  was  abont  to  be  put,  when 

Hr.  Gallatdt  sud,  before  the  question  wat 
taken  on  this  division,  he  would  Just  mention 
why  this  species  of  peisonal  property  was 
brought  under  view,  whilst  all  other  personal 


great  a  proportion  of  the  taxes  o; 
as  the  negroes  did  those  of  the  Soathern  States, 
and  therefore  it  might  seem  somewhat  wrong 
to  introduce  negroes  in  the  one  case  and  not 
oattie  in  the  other.  The  reason  which  induced 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  adopt  this 
mode  was,  that  negroes  are  confined  to  certain 
spots  of  land  in  the  Sonthem  States,  while 
horses  and  cattle  extend  nearly  over  a  wbol« 
oonntry.  And  a  land  ta^  miaocompenied  with 
a  tax  on  slaves,  wonld  be  very  tmpopular  in 
those  States,  as  it  would  throw  too  great  a  bur- 
den upon  farmers  who  did  not  hold  slaves,  and 
&11  too  lightly  upon  those  whose  property 
chiefly  consisted  of  shives.  There  was  this  dif- 
ference betwixt  the  two  species  of  property;  A 
farmer  in  the  Northem  or  Eastern  States  wonld 
not  think  himself  aggrieved  by  not  paying  a  t«x 
upon  his  farming  stock;  but  a  fanner  In  the 
Southern  States  wonld  lliink  himself  a^rieved 
if  his  land  was  taxed,  whilst  the  slaves  of  the 
slaveholder  were  not  taxed.  It  was  on  this 
account  that  this  spedes  of  property  was  intzo- 
daoed. 
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Mr.  U11BK1.T  waa  not  Btniok  with  the  obeer- 
ntiona  of  the  gentleman  kst  up,  bo  as  to  gay  he 
Fonld  ultimately  voto  for  this  speciea  of  tai; 
U  present,  he  should  TOte  for  a  bill  Kibebronght 
in;  bat  imleas  he  fbimd  the  bill  could  reconcile 
ik  priodple  more,  and  do  greater  justice  in  the 
c«se  thuL  he  at  present  conceived,  he  should 
tbNi<q>po8e  it. 

Hb  Hid,  he  considered  slaves  in  the  Southern 
Stites  as  Iftborers,  and  unless  gentlemen  conld 
^w  him  where  laborer*  were  taxed,  he  ahoald 
nnt  think  it  right  to  vote  for  that  part  of  the 
bin  He  waa  decidedly  in  fiiTor  of  a  land  tai, 
lot  a^DBt  ti)e  other  part  of  the  question.  Mr. 
U.  Slid,  he  merelj  mentioaed  this  that  he  might 
not  bareafter  be  charged  with  inconsistency,  in 
oae  he  should  vote  against  the  bill.  He  re- 
lated, nnless  provision  be  made  for  taxing 
Ukt  in  other  parts  of  the  United  Stntes,  he 
DinstTote  against  this  part  of  the  bill  if  brought 
in,  becaoM  the  tax  wonld  operate  very  nn- 

Ur.  HuPKB  said,  tfaongh  he  waa  entirely  op- 
pond  to  the  tax  proposed  by  the  resolution,  and 
dwold  vote  ag^net  the  whote^  yet  he  thought 
it  right  that  a  tax  on  alavee  Hhonid  be  intro- 
duced with  a  tax  on  land;  for,  aa  this  direct  tax 
WM  to  be  rused  by  apportionment  through  the 
Stales,  whether  the  Sonthem  States  pai^  on 
dsTta,  or  the  Northern  States  on  land,  made  no 
£flbrenae  in  effect ;  each  paid  in  its  own  way ; 
ooe  mode  was  more  convenient  for  the  Nortli- 
em,  tnother  for  the  Southern,  and  another  fiir 
tbe  Easton — no  injury  wa«  done  by  this  to  any 
other  State. 

Mr.  G.  Jkjkbok  said,  he  waa  agtunst  all 
specMa  <tf  direct  taxation,  hut  particularly  on 
tUa  tftau;  and,  if  a  tax  on  land  was  carried, 
be  sboold  bring  forward  a  reaolntion  to  lay  a  tax 
■pan  ail  property  vested  in  public  secnrities. 
He  wiahed  for  the  yeaa  and  naya  on  this 
qneadoB. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  agreed  to  he  taken. 

Mr.  NicBOua  wondered  to  hear  the  obaerva- 
tioo  of  his  coUaagne.  He  should  vote  for  the 
I,  thongh  he  and  his  oonstitiients  would 
d  by  it;  but,  in  the  district  which  that 
1  represented,  there  were  no  slaves; 

d  it  was  therefore  his  constitaents'  interest  to 
have  a  tax  <Mi  slaves,  in  order  to  lighten  that  on 
land. 

Mr.  G.  jAaaos  said,  it  waa  not  so  maeh  on 
aecoant  of  the  interest  of  himself  or  constituents 
that  he  opposed  this  tax,  bat  he  oljeoted  to  it 
aa  a  euritation  tax. 

Mr.  MooKK  eaid,  the  sitnation  of  the  Sonthem 
States  had  been  traly  stat«d.  In  the  Western 
parte,  there  were  few  slaves.  He  said,  in  the 
representation  to  that  House,  the  labor  of  the 
Mgroes  had  been  considered  as  five  to  three, 
*m  reqiect  to  white  persons;  therefore,  the 
afaOi^  of  the  State  to  pay  was  considered  in  the 
■ms  proportion.  His  colleagne  from  the  monn- 
laiiia  0^.  O.  Jaoxsok)  shoold  consider  that  if 
ttc  tN^dtfa  of  alaves  were  not  to  pay  a  portion 
of  tbe  tax  imposed  on  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  it 
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would  fall  very  heavy  npttn  his  oonstitneals, 
and  those  of  his  colleague,  where  few  blacks 
were  kept 

He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Jerehiak  SurrH  waa  arfare  that  a  tax  on 
slaves  would  lighten  tbe  tax  on  land  in  the 
Sonthem  States,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
wonder  at  theRepresentatives  from  those  States 
wishing  it  to  take  place;  but,  by  so  apportion- 
ing the  tax,  would  not  the  landholders  in  the 
Sonthem  States  pay  less  than  the  landholders  in 
parts  of  the  Union  where  no  slaves  were  kept? 
He  believed  they  wonld.  A  person,  for  instance, 
in  New  Hampshire,  holding  the  value  of  £1,001 
in  laud,  wouW  pay  a  larger  portion  of  the  tax 
than  a  holder  of  land  to  the  same  extent  in  Vir- 
ginia He  believed  this  would  be  unjust,  and 
an  objection  to  this  mode  of  taxing  the  South- 
ern Statue,  aa,  though  the  tax  wonld  fall  more 
equally  on  them,  it  would  nut  be  so  with  respect 
to  other  States. 

Mr.  Gclsbioh  add,  this  tax  was  introduced 
into  the  system  for  the  accommodation  of  that 
part  of  the  Union  where  slaves  were  nnmerons. 

A  disposition  torendertheplanaa  acceptable, 
in  every  part  of  the  oonntry,  aa  it  could  he 
made,  consistently  with  the  interests  of  the 
whole,  ought  to  prevail.  Bnt,  before  a  tax  on 
alaves  was  adopted,  its  operation  on  the  Union, 
and  its  effects,  aa  it  respected  different  diatrlcls, 
should  be  considered. 

A  direct  lax  oaght  to  fall  aa  equally  as  pos- 
sible everywhere;  that  on  land  and  houaeti, 
with  their  improvements,  which  had  been 
agreed  to,  would  be  laid  by  a  valuation  seldom 
repeated — perhaps,  once  in  ten  or  fiiteen  yeara. 
The  expense  of  its  assessment  and  collection 
would  be  nearly  eqnal  thronghout  the  United 
States;  bnt,  with  respect  to  a  tax  on  alaves^ 
there  wonld  be  required  frequent  enumer- 
ations— at  least  an  annual  enumeration.  This 
would  be  attended  with  considerable  expense, 
to  be  defrayed,  not  by  the  particular  districts, 
for  whose  benefit  thia  speoiea  of  tax  was  intro- 
duced, bnt  by  the  United  States. 

There  was  another  objection.  A  land  tax 
waa  certain — it  might,  and  nudouhtedly  woi^d, 
be  made  a  lien  on  the  real  estate  on  which  it 
was  lud.  It  wonld  be  liable  to  little,  if  any, 
loss.  Not  BO  with  a  tax  on  slavee.  Such  a  tax, 
he  apprehended,  would  be  nncertain,  exposing 
the  revenue  to  oonfflderable  defalcations.  If  a 
provision  oould  not  be  made  to  place  the  loss  on 
the  districts  where  it  happened,  by  retaxing 
them  it  would  operate  nneqnall^.  He  imaged 
a  retaxAtion  for  defolcatioii,  if  it  could  be  made, 
would  be  considered  as  unjust,  and  create  dis- 
content among  the  individuals  who  were  sub- 
jected to  it;  and  if  that  oould  not  be  done,  the 
deficiency  mnst  fall  on  the  Union,  and  would 

S reduce  uneasiness  from  its  partial  effects.  He 
id  not  know  how  the  detail  would  be  arranged. 
He  had  been  of  the  number  whtrwere  desirous 
to  see  the  colleotion-law,  before  they  decided 
on  the  reaolntion  before  them,  so  as  to  have 
possessed  the  whole  anl^ect.    At  present,  ha 
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uw  so  muij  diffionWes  from  inoorporating  this 
species  of  tax  Into  the  jdan,  he  oooid  not  aesent 
to  It 

Ur.  KisaoLAB  said,  he  did  Dot  nnderstaod  the 
objeotions  of  the'  gentleman  (torn  New  Hamp- 
■hire,  (Mr,  J.  Bmith.)  He  did  not  see  how  he 
Donld  pToduoe  an  eonal  value  in  land  in  everj 
part  01  the  Union.  The  tax,  he  e^d,  wonld  b« 
apportioned  according  to  the  namber  of  pereona, 
and  not  according  to  die  nnmher  of  acres  in  snj 
State. 

If  the  gentleman  trma  Oonneoticnt  (Ur.  Good- 
bioh)  would  rely  upon  his  inforniation,  he  might 
be  asBured  that  an  annosl  enomeration  of  alares 
wonld  not  cost  so  nnoh  as  BOBBseesroent  of  land 
made  once  in  ten  Tears.  With  reepect  to  the 
tax  bdngnncertain,hewas  totalljmiataken.  It 
was  the  moat  productive  tax  in  the  Soathem 
Statee.  If  the  tax  was  laid  whollj  apon  land, 
it  would  be  laid  on  a  great  part  which  would  be 
nnaaleable,  and  when  a  report  came  to  be  made 
,  of  the  collection,  there  would  be  fonnd  great 
deficiendea ;  bnt,  with  respect  to  elaves,  there 
would  be  90  fiulnre,  because  they  were  a  spe- 
cies of  property  which  would  always  finid  a  ready 
tale  in  the  Soutbem  marliet. 

Mr.  B.  SioTB  said,  behndheardmnohonthat 
floor  with  respect  to  eqnality  of  taxation.  It 
was  impossible,  he  sdd,  to  make  taxes  fall  ex- 
actly eqoal ;  they  will  fWl.  in  some  C8H«,  heavier 
than  in  others.  He  would  etate  a  case.  When 
a  tax  on  carriages  was  under  consideration,  the; 
{bund  the  gentlemen  from  Conneciicat  voting 
without  scruple,  beeanee  that  State  paid  only 
two  or  three  hondred  dollars  annually,  when 
Maryland  paid  five  thonaand  dollars  a  year  to 
that  doty.  There  was  no  equality  in  this;  yet 
thoee  gendemen  winked  at  the  disproportion. 
He  hoped  tbey  wonld  do  so  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  Form  aaid,  if  this  part  of  the  resolntion 
was  agreed  to,  it  was  to  apportion  a  tai  on  the 
personal  propOTty  of  the  Sonthem  States,  which, 
no  donbt,  they  would  be  glad  of;  and  if  gen- 
tlemen from  Uioee  States  could  point  out  any 
way  by  which  the  personal  property  of  other 
Statea  could  be  come  at,  he  wonld  agree  to  the 
present  proportion;  bnt  he  believed  this  conld 
not  be  done ;  and,  if  not,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
the  personal  property  of  those  States  should  be 
made  to  bear  a  part  of  the  proposed  burden, 
whilst  personal  property  in  other  States  was' 
saffered  to  go  free.  It  was  a  hard  esse,  he  said, 
tbat  a  man  who  poeseesed  three  or  foor  hondred 
dollars  In  land,  aciould  be  made  to  pay  a  portion 
of  the  direct  tax,  whikt'men  of  t&uence,  who 
poasesaed  many  thonsanda  in  pnbllo  securities, 
or  loaned  on  InterMt,  shoold  pay  nothing. 

The  Bpbakkb  reminded  the  House  that  the 
qneetion  was  very  mnoh  lost  sight  of;  it  was 
not  whether  a  tax  should  be  Iwd  on  oarriagee 
or  personal  property,  but  whether  they  wonld 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  via;  "that  a  Ux  should  be  laid  on 
ils*ea,  with  certain  exoeplion&" 

Mr.  HsRSKBaoir  aaJd,  ne  should  vote  agaiitat 
tbii  pn^odtitm,  beoanse  it  wa«  a  direct  tax,  as 
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he  should  vote  against  every  question  of  tliBt 
kind,  until  every  source  of  indirect  taxation 
was  eibaosted;  and  he  thought  this  was  not 

the  case  at  present. 

Mr.  CI.AIBOBHK  said,  be  thooght,  also,  that 
direct  taxes  should  not  be  resortMl  to  mitil 
indirect  sources  were  exhausted;  but  he  be- 
lieved, they  were  now  eibansted,  and  that  direct 
taxes  were  the  only  meana  left  to  them  of  nit- 
ing  money.  As  he  lived  in  a  country  which 
was  onfortnnately  eurMd  with  negroes,  he 
wished  the  present  motaon  to  pass,  for  the  sake 
of  making  tne  tai  bear,  in  somedegree,  equally 
in  the  Soathem  States ;  bnt  if  he  thought  with 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Jaoksoh)  that  a  tax  on  slaves 
bore  any  afHnity  to  a  capitation  tax,  he  abould 
also  oppose  it;  bnt  be  had  do  sndi  idea. 

Mr.  OxLLiToi  laid,  he  would  joit  notice  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Conneo- 
ticnt  (Mr.  Goodbiob)  whioh  was  the  only  thing 
like  argument  which  had  been  used  against  the 
present  proposition.  Ab  to  what  had  been  said 
about  the  quantum  of  tax  falling  on  different 
States,  or  what  bad  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Potteb)  with  reepeot  to 
the  pereonal  proper^  of  the  Eastern  St^M,  be 
did  not  see  how  it  applied  to  the  present  oaes- 
tion.  If  the  proposed  tax  was  certain,  koa  the 
expense  of  collectmn  would  not  be  greater 
than  would  attend  the  collection  of  Uie  tax 
in  other  Statee,  be  did  not  see  any  Direction  to  it. 

The  gentlenum  from  Connecticut  had  sud, 
that  the  expense  of  an  annual  ennmeratien  of 
slaves  would  be  great,  and  that  it  wonld  &II 
upon  the  United  Statee.  He  wonld  inform  that 
gentleman  and  the  House,  that  when  no  aaseaa 
ment  took  place,  but  merely  an  enimierBtion,  it 
wonld  be  attended  with  no  expense  on  the  ool- 
lection  of  the  tax.  The  distmction  which  he 
made  Was,  when  a  valuation  and  ennmeratioo 
were  both  necesaaiy,  and  when  an  ennmeration 
alone  was  neceeaary.  In  the  first  instance,  tha 
value  of  the  property  was  to  be  aseertdned, 
and  the  tax  hiA  aceordinglj;  but  where  an 
enumeration  was  only  wanted,  (the  tax  per 
head,  acoording  to  age,  lo.,  having  been  settled,) 
no  expense  would  be  incnrred. 

Mr.  Q.  said  be  spoke  from  experience.  Id 
Pennsylvania  there  was  a  certain  tax  on  peraonal 
property,  the  taking  an  aoeonnt  ot  whioh  did 
not  increaae  the  expense.  Every  three  years 
Uiere  was  an  asseaament  of  penamal  property, 
amongst  whioh  waa  slaves;  but  the  enumera- 
tion was  managed  in  this  way:  the  (x^leotor 
called  twice  upon  peiMns — the  first  time  he 
gave  them  noboe  to  p^,  and  took  an  acoonut 
of  their  property,  which,  oonsistiDg  ot  few  artt< 
cles,  and  the  valne  being  already  fixed,  he  oonld 
tell  them  at  the  lime,  the  amotmt  to  be  paid  at 
his  next  call. 

As  to  any  degree  of  imoertaiaty  uiprehended 
from  this  tax,  that  might  be  removeahy  throw- 
ing the  defldenoy,  if  there  ahoold  be  any,  nprai 
the  land.  He  thought,  therefbre,  the  ot^eotioDa 
which  had  been  niged  agunat  thia  tu  wonld 
be  completely  obviated. 
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lEr.  Con  allowed,  that  nothing  was  more 
deir  thtua  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
Southern  StAtes  paid  their  ^portionment  of 
tbe  proposed  burden,  conld  mt^e  no  difierence 
Ui  the  Korthem  and  Eastern  States;  bat  the 
graUeman  from  Ponnerlvaoia  (Mr.  Gam^tin) 
tllaw«a  there  was  some  weight  in  the  objeo- 
tkxn,  yiMx  respect  to  the  aseessment  and  ooUec- 
tionof  the  tax. 

If  he  understood  that  gentleman,  he  sud  that 
thft  making  an  enumeration  of  alavea  wonld 
nuke  no  difference  in  the  expense.  He  did  not 
know  how  this  coold  be.  If  two  oljecta  were 
b)  do,  viz:  to  Talae  and  assess  the  land,  and  to 
«nanierat«  and  ralne  the  slave,  it  was  new  doc- 
triiw  to  him,  if  these  two  things  wonld  not  cost 
mace  than  if  only  one  hod  been  done ;  or,  if 
dus  business  wonld  be  done  for  nothing,  it 
woold  be  one  of  the  first  things  the  United 
Stales  had  had  done  npon  those  terms. 

TTpon  the  collection,  there  voold  also  be  an 
addicfamal  expenw  and  a  probabilitj  of  loss ; 
the  mora  detail  there  was  in  the  bndness,  the 
an»ta  liabtlil?  to  error  and  Ion  to  the  United 
States;  and  in  proportion  to  this  loss  wonld 
these  States  pay  less  than  others. 

Mr.  Hastlby  sdd,  he  shonld  at  present  vote 
(or  the  proportion ;  bnt  shonld  feel  himself  at 
liberty  to  vot«  differently  on  the  hill,  if  he  did 
not  approve  it.  IHfficnlties  arose  in  hb  mind 
at  to  the  propriety  of  taxing  personal  property 
m  me  State  and  not  in  another,  by  which  means 
a  boonty  seemed  to  be  given  on  land  in  the 
Sovtbem  States  to  the  amount  of  the  difference 
of  the  taxes  between  the  land  ht  those  States, 
and  that  in  other  States,  npon  which  pnrchos- 
ers  wonld  natnrallj  calcnlate.  This  oifficalty 
might  probably  be  removed  from  his  mind; 
and,  thorefbre,  in  order  to  give  the  whole  of 
the  bonnass  a  Gur  chance,  he  shonld  wi«h  the 
resolntions  to  go  bsck  to  the  Committee  of 
Van  and  Ueans,  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

lix.  Fiax  did  suppose  that  gentlemen  coming 
from  Statea  which  were  in  the  habit  of  ooUect- 
ing  direct  taxes,  wonld  have  endeavored  to  ao- 
OMnmodate  the  buanees  ta  the  sitnation  and 
cireamstaneea  of  different  States,  so  as  to  make 
tk«  (jHtem  the  most  convenient  to  each.  He 
^A  wyipose  that,  whenever  it  should  have  been 
detoinined  to  enter  npon  direct  taxation,  that 
snms  wonld  have  been  apportioned  to  each 
State,  and  that  they  wonld  have  been  left  to 
themselves  to  have  raised  the  money  in  the  way 
wbidi  tbey  thought  most  convenient.  Insupera- 
ble objeotiDns,  however,  it  seemed,  had  been 
fonnd  against  this  system,  as  appeared  from  the 
r«port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory ;  but  it 
>u  unreasonable  that  the  Northern  States 
■honld  complain  that  the  Sonthem  States  would 

By  the  tax  with  greater  facility  than  them. 
«y  mi^t,  be  said,  as  weD  complain  against 
the  ricfauMs  of  their  soil,  or  the  warmnees  of 
thevclimateu 

With  reelect  to  the  tax  foiling  lighter  on  them 
Hun  on  other  States,  those  who  held  slaves 
would  find  it  lighter,  but  those  who  had  none, 


would  not.  But  he  thought  it  extraordinorj 
that,  whilst  they  were  upbraided  with  holding 
a  species  of  property  peculiar  to  tlidr  country, 
they  should  also  be  upbraided  with  wistiing  to 
pay  a  dnty  npon  tliat  property. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  not  see  what  difference  it 
could  make  to  other  States,  that  they  r^sed  a 
part  of  the  tax  required  of  tbera  from  slaves. 
The  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury  had  recommend- 
ed this  mode,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  bad  reported  accordingly ;  and  they  were 
ready  to  pay  a  tax  for  their  slaves,  iu  addition 
to  the  expense  they  were  at  for  them  already ; 
for,  it  should  be  recollected,  persons  holding 
slaves,  coutribnte  largely  to  the  dnties  oolleoted 
from  imposts,  by  the  purobase  of  flannels  and 
cloth,  mm,  molasses,  &&,  necessary  for  their 
food  and  clothing. 

If  a  person  living  in  a  State  where  slavey  did 
not  exist,  paid  something  more  for  his  land,  the 
difference  was  oert^nly  not  equal  to  the  satis- 
faction he  most  enjoy  in  reneotiug,  that  hit 
State  was  free  from  tiiat  evil.  His  land,  on  that 
account,  would  be  worth  three  times  as  mnoh 
as  land  of  the  same  quality  in  the  Southern 
States.  Why,  then,  do  gentlemen  oomplunt 
The  Sonthem  States  themselves  might  have 
objected  to  this  tax;  they  might  have  donbted 
the  constitntionAlity  of  it;  indeed,  he  did  doubt 
it,  bnt  be  had  agreed  to  it;  and  he  believed 
there  was  no  better  way  of  m^fcjng  the  tax  go 
down  in  those  States,   than  by  the  present 


For  bis  own  part,  Mr.  P.  s^d,  he  wished  he 
lived  where  there  was  no  slavery;  and  if  he 
oonld  find  a  climate  he  liked  as  weU,  he  would 
change  his  sitnation  on  that  account. 

Mr.  Bbbmt  aud,  it  was  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  that  gentlemen  who  represented  States 
where  there  were  no  slaves,  should  oppose  a 
tax  on  that  specnes  of  property,  and  uiat  the 
Southern  States  where  slavery  existed,  should 
be  advocating  that  tax. 

By  the  report  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  Hie  Treas- 
ury, there  appeared  a  defluient^  of  revenne,  and 
in  order  to  supply  that  defloienoy,  they  had  de- 
termined to  have  reoonrse  to  direct  taxation;  and, 
an«r  the  amount  whioh  each  8tat«  onght  to  fhr- 
nish,  had  been  ascertained,  lie  thought  it  should 
have  been  left  to  the  different  States  to  have 
raised  the  money  from  snoh  (imda  as  they  Judg- 
ed best,  provided  they  had  been  secure.  This, 
he  thought,  would  only  have  been  liberal  and 
proper.  It  had,  howevei,  been  determined 
otherwise ;  bnt,  from  a  knowledge  that,  by  in- 
troducing land  and  slaves  together,  as  objects 
of  taxation,  the  tax  would  be  more  equally 
levied  in  the  Southern  States,  If  that  plan  had 
been  adopted.  And,  snrely,  he  said,  it  conld 
have  given  no  satisfaction  to  any  other  State, 
that,  by  laying  a  tax  on  land  only,  it  should 
have  operated  in  a  very  oppresdre  manner  in 
some  parts  of  the  Sonthem  States,  and  scarcely 
have  been  felt  at  ail  in  other  parts  of  those 
States ;  snd  yet,  this  wonld  appear  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire; 
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for,  be  said,  if  this  law  passed,  a  persoQ  possess- 
ing landed  property  in  New  Uanipsliire,  of 
the  volae  of  £1,000,  would  paj  more  than  a 
landholder  to  that  ftmoont  in  the  Southern 
States.  And  was  this,  he  asked,  a  subject  of 
regret?  If  the  State  of  Virginia  paid  the 
amoant  required  of  her  in  a  manner  which  bore 
most  eonaUy  upon  the  whole  of  her  citizeoa, 
ought  uiat  to  displease  the  citizens  of  other 
States)  He  thought  not.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing  that  the  tax 
shoold  be  foand  to  fall  equally  on  the  citizens 
of  every  State, 

Another  objection,  produced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  ODDnecticnt(Mr.  Goohbioh)  was  that 
a  tax  on  this  species  of  property  would  not  be 
so  secure  as  a  tax  on  land.  If  that  gentleman 
had  been  acquainted  with  tbe  situation  of  the 
Southern  States,  he  would  have  known  that 
slaTes  formed  tbe  most  certain  fund  of  those 
States;  for,  whilst  their  wide  and  ezt^Qsive 
waste  lands  would  not  command  any  price, 
slaves  were  always  ready  sale.  Hence  it  arose, 
that  the  States  were  not  able  to  raise  a  tax  on 
land,  whilst  a  tax  on  slaves  had  never  fkiled  to 
be  prodnctive. 

with  respect  to  the  inoonvenience  or  expense 
attending  a  tax  on  slaves,  in  Virginia,  be  aald, 


of  their  slaves,  which  was  r^nlarly  recorded  in 
tbe  arohives  of  the  State.  IF  gentlemen  were, 
therefore,  so  economical  that  they  wonld  not 
expend  a  few  of  the  publia  pence  to  get  a  list  of 
thiB  propertj^,  let  them  recnr  to  tie  document 
he  had  mentioned,  which  might  be  done  with- 
out expense- 
To  those  who  know  the  situation  of  the 
Southern  States,  the  remarks  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Ur.  Oaixatin)  must 
have  been  irreustjbly  impresave.  Almost  the 
whole  of  tbe  lower  part  of  tbe  country  possess- 
ed property  of  this  kind,  whilst  the  upper  parts 
baa  scarcely  any.  If  a  tax  was,  therefore,  im- 
posed upon  land  only,  the  upper  part  of  the 
conntry  would  be  extremely  aggravated,  and 
wonld  mnrmnr,  uid  they  wooldmurmnr  with 
justice. 

Gentlemen  from  the  Eaatem  States  called 
upon  the  Bepresentatjves  of  the  Sonthern  States 
to  point  out  a  mode  by  which  they  might  come 
at  the  personal  property  of  their  Stated.  But, 
he  would  ask  them,  if.  independent  of  land  with 
its  improvements,  they  possessed   any  other 

rnee  of  property  which  could  not  be  eindedf 
believed  thej  conld  not  point  it  out ;  why, 
then,  call  upon  gentlemen  ^om  the  Southern 
StatM  to  do,  what  they,  who  certainly  knew 
best  their  own  reeonrces,  were  nnable  to  do ! 

^le  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States,  be 
sud,  had  discovered  those  objects  which  tney 
thought  best  able  to  bear  the  burden;  and  if 
the  Representatives  of  the  other  States  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  tax  on  land,  let  them  come 
forward  and  say  what  other  property  they  have 
equally  secore,  upon  which  a  tax  may  be  laid. 
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1,  he  would  again  say, 
that  the  Representatives  of  States  where  slavery 
existed,  should  be  contending  for  a  tax  upon 
slaves,  and  that  members  from  States  where 
slavery  was  not  tolerated,  were  opposing  it 
He  conld  not  help  believing  that  the  real  object 
of  gentlemen  bad  not  been  avowed.  It  was 
something  hidden  and  unseen.* 

Mr,  KnTBB*  said,  that  tbe  opposers  of  this 
part  of  the  resolntion  were  the  opposers  of  a 
direct  tax  altogether.  It  was  ob»ervable  that 
those  npon  whom  the  tax  wonld  fall,  did  not 
complain.  It  was  extraordinary  that  the  com- 
plainta  should  come  from  another  quarter.  As 
to  the  objections  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  HaarLEr) 
that  part  of  the  tax  beiog  Md  on  slaves  in  the 
Southern  States,  wonld  aSect  the  value  of  land, 
it  wonld  mate  no  difference  whether  the  tax 
was  on  land  or  slaves,  as  !t  affected  land,  its  op- 
eration would  be  the  same.  It  was  therefore 
no  solid  oljection  aguost  the  resolntion. 

On  tbe  question,  that  tbe  House  do  agree  to 
the  last  part  of  the  said  resolution,  in  tbi.  words 
following,  to  wit:  "A  tax  on  slaves,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions ; "  it  was  resolved  in  the  a£Sr- 
mative~-yeas  68,  nays  28,  as  follows ; 

TK4S. — FTsher  Amea,  Abrahsm  Baldwin,  Tfaotnaa 
BloDut,  Thsopbittu  Bradbniy,  Sichard  Brent,  Daniel 
Buck,  Samuel  J.  Cab«Il,  Gabriel  Cbriitie,  Thouiu 
Claiborne,  liaao  Coles,  William  Cooper,  William 
Craik,  Jamea  Davenport,  George  Dent,  George  Ege, 
William  Ftudlay,  Abiel  Foster,  Joue  Franklin,  Albert 
Galladn,  Jamea  Gilleapie,  Xicbolu  Gtlmim,  Henry 
Glean,  ChriMopher  Greeaap,  Andrew  Gregg,  Willtua 
B.  Grove,  Wade  Banipton,  Gaoroa  Hancock,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Hamaou,  Thomas  Hart- 
lev,  John  Hatbom,  Jonathan  N.  Havent,  WilUam 
Hindman,  Jamei  Holland,  Andrev  Jacksoa,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Mntthew  lacke,  Samaei  Lyman, 
Semnel  Maclay,  Nnthaoiel  Macoo,  James  M^iaon, 
Jolin  Hilledger  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  A.  Molilen' 
berg,  William  Vana  Mnnay,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nitjiolas,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Joal^  Par- 
ker, John  Patton,  Francis  Preston,  Robert  Ruther- 
ford, Samuel  Sowall,  Sam-oel  Sit)i;reavei,  Inad 
Smith,  Iiaao  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigs,  Jr.,  William  Stmdwick,  John  Swan- 
wiok,  John  1^  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cottlandt, 
Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadiworth,  John  WiUiuia, 
and  RichaLxd  Winn. 

Nays. — Nathan  Bryan,  Dempiej  Surges,  Joahoa 
Coit,  Samael  W.  Dana,  Henry  Dearborn,  Dw^bt 
Foiter,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  Jr.,  Chaoncej  Goodrich, 
Roger  Griawold,  Thomu  Henderson,  George  Jack- 
son, William  I.ymaa,  Francis  Malbone,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Read,  John  S.  Shecbome,  Jeremiali 
Smith,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Zepbanlah  Sw!n,  Geoig« 
Thatcher,  Biohard  Thomas,  Mark  Thompson,  and 
Joseph  B.  Vammn. 


•  The  Bolnlton  of  the  enigma  was,  that  thcae  who  roled 
■gatntt  taxing  Blaiet  wen  oppoaed  to  an;  dimt  tax  wbat- 
ATor,  and  the  mamben  from  the  slaTe  BtatH  who  aqpported 
the  (ax,  did  ao  IweaaH  the  tanDoB  of  lands  and  tiAin  weat 
together  la  ths  aliTa  Btatso— the  people  wen  naed  to  tbe  aa- 
aodalloD— and  to  omit  alavn  In  Uie  direct  (u  weald  be  db- 
JoataadDnpopDlar,  asaparlag  tbailah  and  irakliig  the  tax 
All  baaiierapcB  paiaoaa  ttf  iHSpropattf. 


dbyGoo^le 


DEBATES  OF  GONaBESS. 


[Rfl 


And  then  the  main  qoeetion  being  taken, ' 
that  tbe  House  do  afiree  to  the  reaolntioo,  as 
nported  b7  the  Oomnuttee  of  the  whole  Eonae, 
it  -wta  Tesolred  in  the  affirmadTe— yeas  49, 
Bars  89. 

Ord«r«d,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  do  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bilL), 
pDTBnant  to  the  said  resolatioii. 

M0RD1.T,  Jautuo?  S8. 
T^oxmoR  J.  SnNiTBB,  from  UassodiDsetta,  in 
place  of  Tbbodobx  Smomox,  appoint^  a  Ben- 
ator  of  the  Uiul«d  States,  appeared,  produced 
his  (:r«dential^  was  qnaUfied,  and  took  his  seat 
m  the  House. 


Vaaur,  Janoaij  27. 
Afftvpriationi  for  17B7, 

He  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Wliole,  on  the  gnbject  of  appro- 
[«iati(H>9  for  Uie  year  1797,  when  the  article 
which  relatcB  to  the  contingent  eipensea  of  the 
two  brsoehes  of  the  Legielatare,  amonoting  to 
twelve  thousand  dollars,  being  read, 

Ur.  Baldwin  said,  he  had  often  before  made 
the  remark,  (and  he  thoaght  it  not  HDaeasonB- 
Ue  now  to  repeat  ft,)  that  the  Honse  was  too 
apt  to  be  merely  formal  and  snperficial  in  pass- 
ing jM)  the  general  estimate  for  the  year.  He 
was  Bon7  to  obeerve  that  this  item  had  within 
this  year  or  two  been  considerably  increased ; 
be  believed  the  prioe  of  wood,  stationery,  and 
other  artides  purchased  for  the  session,  was 
BOW  maeh  the  same  as  in  179S,  though  the 
printcr'a  bill  might  be  higher ;  yet,  as  the  session 
would  be  but  three  months,  he  thought  the  smn 
■Dowed  for  179G  would  be  sufficient.  '  He  had 
«]wayi  thonght  this  charge  for  the  contingen- 
cies it  the  two  Eonsea,  one  of  tLt  strongest  in- 
etsDHA  of  that  kind  of  loose  economy  which  it 
haa  been  complained,  and  perhaps  with  too 
ntneh  Justice,  pervades  all  the  operations  of  the 
Federal  Goremment — we  have  often  been  re- 
tmaded  that,  to  make  an  expedition  into  the 
woods  to  an  Indian  town,  or  to  build  a  frigate, 
er  to  coin  one  hundred  tons  of  copper,  costs  ns 
a  great  deal  more  than  it  ever  did  any  other 
Govemment  in  this  oovntry.  If  this  is  astrong 
instance  of  that  style  of  economy,  let  ns  begin 
flw  reformation  with  onrselves,  and  not  be  so 
]ntidtga]  this  year  in  our  contingent  expenses ; 
ear  circnmstanoes  call  on  us  for  greater  atten- 
'  ■>  economy.  He  was  sensible  the  ' 
these  evils  was  ordinari , 
r  authorizing  the  expense,  and 


hw— changing  the  anm  in  the  estimate  will 
eoDtnd  the  expense.  If  any  one  will  take  the 
troable  of  looking  over  the  vouchers  on  which 
titcM  aeccmnta  have  been  settled  for  past  yean, 
he  will  see  that  there  is  room  for  more  eoono- 
Bj.  One  branch  of  the  Legislature  consiete  of 
1)  (Imit  tUrty  members— fonr  thoosaud  doDan 


groat  Bura  for  the  pnrchase  of  their  wood, 
qniUj,  and  paper,  and  for  furnisliing  them  with 
copies  of  bnsineGS  under  consideration.  Is  it 
poaaible  that  twelve  thonsaod  dollars  can  be 
necessary  for  the  two  Houses]  The  whole 
yearly  expenses  of  some  of  the  State  Govem- 
mcnts  do  not  amount  to  a  much  greater  aum — 
he  hoped  this  would  be  struck  out,  and  the  snm 
which  was  allowed  for  1796,  and  some  preced- 
'  ig  years,  be  inserted. 

Sfr.  Stfrm  presumed  the  estimate  was  found- 
ed upon  information  received  from  the  SecretA- 
ry  of  the  Benate  and  the  Clerk  of  that  House. 
He  did  not  conceive  it  would  make  any  differ- 
ence in  the  expenditure,  whether  a  larger  or 
Hmal'er  smn  be  appropriated;  as  he  did  not 
suppose  the  Senate  or  that  Honse  would  print 
the  leas  hecanae  a  ,fess  snm  was  appropriated. 
The  gentleman,  he  said,  might,  by  his  speech, 
give  an  idea  to  the  pnbllo,  that  this  would  be  a 
saving  of  so  much  money;  but  it  would,  in  re- 
ality, make  no  difference. 

After  a  few  observations  from  other  mem- 
bers, the  qnestjon  was  put  and  negatived — S7 
■-  BO. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  had  leave 
to  Mt  again.  And  the  House  adjourned  till 
Monday. 

UoNnAT,  January  SO. 
Okobob  Lxonabd,  from  Massachosottsi  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat. 

XatMmitUcL  Slaitei. 
[Hr.  SwAHwicK  preteated  the  petition  of  Jaoob 
Mcholaon  and  Jajdlei  Nicholson,  Job  AtbertMn  and 
Thoniu  Piltchet,  dated  at  Phikdelphia,  stodng  that 
thuy  had  be«n  the  ilavei  of  persoiu  in  Penjoiinaiit 
GoDHtj,  North  Canliiia,  who  Iiad  maDnmlttsd  them, 
snd  whoae  (nniame  tbay  took — that  afterwards  they 
had  bean  tdted  by  other  pcrsoiu  and  lold  into  ilaveiy 
tinder  a  law  of  the  State — that  to  eicBpe  &om  this 
bondage  &vj  had  Bed  to  PhiladelpIiK  where  they 
hod  been  stiied  under  the  Aigitive  clave  act :  and 
pray  rsliaf  ftmn  Congresa] 
The  petition  being  read- 
Mr.  SwASvnos  said,  he  hoped  It  wonld  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Blount  hoped  it  wonld  not  even  be  re- 
ceived  by  the  Honse.  Agreeably  to  a  law  ot 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  he  add  they  were 
slaves,  and  could,  of  course,  be  seized  as  such. 
Mr.  That(ihkb  thought  the  petition  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fugitive 
Law.  He  conceived  the  gentleman  much  mis- 
taken in  aaserting  these  petitioners  to  be  bI)so< 
lute  slaves.  They  state  that  they  were  slaves, 
but  that  their  masters  manumitted  them,  and 
that  their  maniuniselons  were  sanctioned  by  a 
law  of  that  State,  hat  that  a  subseqneut  law  of 
tjie  same  State,  sul^eoted  them  to  slavery ;  and 
if  even  there  was  a  law  that  allowed  them  tohe 
taken  and  sold  into  slavery  again,  he  oould  not 
see  any  propriety  in  refiuing  thetr  petition  In 
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that  Honse — thbt  oebtaiitlt  (teii  Mr.  T.)  abb 
resx  PBOi-LS.  It  appeared  tney  were  taken 
nnder  the  fngitive  act,  which  he  thought  ought 
not  to  affect  them ;  they  now  Cttme  and  prayed 
the  HooM  BO  to  model  that  fugitive  act,  as  to 
preveot  ita  affecting  persona  of  their  descrip- 
tion. '  Ha  therefore  saw  great  propriety  in  re- 
ferring their  petition  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  amend  that  act  in  another  part ;  they 
could  as  well  con«der  ita  relation  to  the  present 
case.  He  could  not  see  how  there  wonld  be  a 
propriety  in  rejecting  tlieir  petition ;  tliej  had 
on  nndonbted  right  to  petition  the  Hoose,  and 
to  be  heard. 

Ur.  SwATiwioK  was  sorpriaed  at  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  BtomJT)  desiring  to 
reject  this  petition ;  lie  eonld  sot  have  thonght, 
Dor  conld  oe  indulge  the  sospidon  now,  that 
the  gentleman  was  so  &r  from  acknowledging 
tlie  rights  of  man,  as  to  prevent  any  class  of 
men  from  petitioning.  If  men  were  aggrieved 
and  concave  they  have  claim  to  attention,  peti- 
tioning was  their  sacred  right,  and  that  right 
should  never  snffer  innovation ;  whether  the 
Honae  ongbt  to  grants  was  another  qneetion. 
The  subject  of  their  petition  had  a  claim  to  the 
atteation  of  the  Hoose.  They  state  they  were 
(tieed  from  slavery,  but  that  they  were  much  in- 
jured nnderalaw  ofthe United  States.  Ifalaw 
was  ever  made  tliat  bore  hard  on  any  class  of 
people,  Mr.  8.  hoped  that  the  door  wonld  never 
be  shnt  to  their  oomplaints.  If  the  eircnm- 
Btanoe  respecting  these  people  was  as  they 
■tat«d,  their  case  was  very  hard.  He  snimad- 
verted  on  the  atrocitj  of  that  reward  often 
dollars  offered  for  one  of  them  if  taken  alive, 
but  that  fifty  should  hegiven  if  found  dead,  and 
no  questions  asked.  Wan  not  this,  he  eaid,  en- 
oonragement  to  pnt  a  period  to  that  man's  ex- 
istence t  Horrid  reward!  Oonld  gentlemen 
hear  it  and  not  shudder  t 

Ur.  Blottnt  sud,  the  gentleman  last  np  was 
nustaken  in  calling  the  petitioners  free  men ; 
the  laws  of  North  Oarolina,  as  he  observed  be- 
fore, did  not  sufibr  indlvidoals  to  emancipate 
their  davee,  and  he  should  wish  to  know  what 
evidence  there  was  to  prove  them  men  free,  and 
ucept  that  was  proved,  the  House  had  no  right 
to  attend  to  the  petition. 

Ur.  BiraBXAVEs,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman 
last  np,  said  he  wonld  reverse  his  quMtion,  and 
ask  wnat  evidence  he  had  to  prove  that  these 
men  are  not  freemen;  can  he  prove  they  are 
staves  t  They  have  stated  that  a  law  has  been 
made  in  North  Oarolina  with  a  view  to  affect 
their  case,  and  bring  them  again  into  a  worse 
slavery  than  before ;  they  want  to  know 
whether  they  cannot  obtun  relief  by  their  appli- 
cation to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  S,  wished  to 
know  why  their  petitions  should  not  he  taken 
Into  oonsideration  I  Was  there  any  thing  in 
these  men,  he  asked,  that  should  prevent  every 
kind  of  anwatance  being  bestowed  on  them) 
Had  they  not  an  eqnal  right  to  be  heard  with 
Other  petitionerst    He  hoped  tiie  House  wotild 


not  only  give  them  a  hearing,  hot  afford  th^m 
all  the  consolation  of  which  their  unfortunate 
case  was  susceptible.  If  the  House  were 
obliged,  through  a  want  of  power  to  eitend  to 
the  case,  to  object  complianoe  with  the  prayers, 
yet,  he  hoped  it  would  be  done  with  all  dno 
tendemees ;  before  hearing  them,  he  thought  it 
would  be  exceedingly  ni^nst  to  decide.  These 
people  may  produce  documents  sufficient  to  ob* 
tain  favorable  attention;  therefore,  it  was  im- 
possible before  they  were  heard  to  concdve 
whether  the  House  oould  oonstitutionally  grant 
relief  or  not.  He  could  see  no  impropriety  in 
referring  it;  lie  otjjeot  of  referring  a  case,  was 
to  inquire  into  facts;  thus,  the  committee  pre- 
pared  theway  for  discussion  in  the  Uonse;  and 
why  the  House  should  refnse  to  deliberate  and 
discuss  this  oaae,  he  knew  not. 

Hr,  Heath  was  dearly  ocnvinced  these 
people  were  slaves,  uid  therefore  hoped  th^ 
petition  would  tie  on  the  table.  He  would  re- 
mind the  gentleman  that,  if  they  undertook  this 
bnsiness,  tbev  would  soon  have  petitions  enough 
of  the  same  kind,  and  public  business  would  he 
thereby  prevented.  It  appeared  to  him  to  b« 
more  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State ;  indeed,  the  United  States  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Ur.  Uasisoit  said,  he  shonld  be  sorry  to  re- 
ject any  petition  whatever,  in  which  it  became 
the  business  of  the  Hoose  to  attend ;  hut  he 
thought  this  case  had  no  clum  on  their  att«nUon. 
Yet,  if  it  did  not  come  witbm  the  purview  of 
the  Legislative  body,  he  thonght,  it  might  b« 
suffered  to  lie  on  tiie  table.  He  thonght  it  • 
judicial  case,  and  could  obtain  its  due  ia  a  Oonrt 
of  Appeal  in  that  State.  If  they  are  free  bj 
the  laws  of  North  Oarohna,  th^  ought  to  apply 
to  those  laws,  and  have  their  pnvil^e  establish- 
ed. If  they  are  slavee,  the  constitution  gives 
them  no  hope  of  being  heard  here.  A  law  has 
been  paased  to  prevent  the  owners  of  thom 
slaves  emancipating  them ;  it  is  therefore  im- 
possible that  any  relief  can  be  granted.  The 
petitioners  are  under  the  laws  <u  North  Oaro- 
lina, and  those  laws  cannot  be  the  interpretrav 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SrrosBAVBfl  said,  he  was  mit  prepared  to 
deny  that  this  petition  is  in  the  situation  the 
gentleman  from  Yir^nia  (Ur.  Uadibos)  states; 
nor  was  he  prepared  to  prove  that  it  came  under 
the  power  of  toe  General  Gk>veroment ;  but  he 
conldsee  no  kind  of  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
sent  to  a  committee  who  shonld  examine  the 
ease  and  report  whether  it  required  legislative 
interference,  or  whether  it  was  a  subject  of  jndi- 
dal  authority  in  the  conotry  whence  the  peti- 
tionera  came.  Many  petitions,  he  said,  were 
sent  to  the  Honse,  who  referred  thera  for  invee- 
tigatioD  to  a  committee,  and  many  had  been 
reported  as  being  nnder  jndidal  power  ooly, 
and  as  such  been  r^ect«d  here.  If  this  under- 
went the  same  order,  and  shonld  be  found  to  b» 
of  a  Judicial  nature,  the  committee  would  report 
BO,  and  the  Honse  would  honorably  refnse  it. 
This  he  thonght  the  only  jnst  method. 
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Hr.  RuTUKBFOiu}  coDcQired  vith  the  gentla- 
aao  from  Pennsylvauiit,  that  this  memorial 
Mght  to  be  referred  to  B  oommittee  vlio  wonld 
iqMt  whether  these  people  had  been  emmci- 
fUiAj  acflording  to  a  Uw  <a  the  Sute  of  North 
Owidiiu,  or  Dot.  Tlie  <»roiiiiutAiioe8  attending 
Ou)  case,  h«  maiA,  demanded  a  jaat  and  ftill  in- 
TcMigtUion,  and  if  a  law  did  exist  either  to  eman- 
tq>«e,  or  send  these  poor  people  into  sUvery, . 
tM  House  would  theii  know,  lie  donbted  not, ' 
•rerjthing  jaat  and  proper  would  be  done,  but 
be  hoped  averj  due  reaped  would  be  paid  to 
the  petition.  In  short,  he  was  aamirad  ever/ 
member  in  the  House  would  wish  to  aot  oon- 
SBteotlj.  This  case,  from  the  great  hardabipi 
repreeottad  in  the  petition,  applied  closely  to 
thtb  lueest  fedingB  of  the  heart,  and  he  hoped 
kiinunity  wooid  dictate  ajost  deolrioa 
■  Hr.  GiLBXBT  hoped  the  petition  wonld  be  re- 
lerRdto  the  eommittee  propoaed;  be  thonght 


^lot,  and  attention  paid,  to  every  class  of  per- 
•one  wbo  utpeal  for  decision  to  the  House. 

Ht.  W,  SioTH  B^d,  the  praotioe  of  a  former 
time,  in  m  nmilar  case,  was,  that  the  petition 
wa«  sealed  up  and  sent  back  to  the  petitioDers, 
not  being  allowed  even  to  remun  on  the  filee  of 
the  ofilee.  This  method,  he  said,  ought  to  be 
panned  with  respect  to  the  present  petition. 
It  «u  not  a  mstter  that  ddmed  the  attention 
of  tlie  Le^slatoie  of  the  United  States.  He 
tbon^t  it  of  snch  an  Improper  natnre,  as  to  be 
•nrpnsed  any  gentleman  wonld  present  a  peti- 
tkm  of  the  kind.  Thes«  men  are  slaTee,  and, 
be  tbongfat,  not  entitled  to  attention  from  that 
body ;  to  eneonrage  slavea  to  petition  the  Honee 
woiud  have  a  tendency  to  invite  continnal  ap- 
ptieatiraa  Indeed  it  woold  tend  to  spread  an 
alarm  throD^iont  the  Sonthem  States;  it 
iroTild  act  as  an  "  entering-wedge,"  whose  oon- 
■eqiunoea  could  not  be  foreseen.  This  is  a  kind 
of  noper^  on  which  the  Eonae  has  no  power 
to  legi*late.  He  hoped  it  wonld  not  be  eom- 
nitted  at  all;  it  was  not  a  proper  snliiject  for 
LiegUative  attention.  He  was  not  of  the  opin- 
ion 4rf  some  gentlemen,  that  the  Honse  were 
boond  to  ait  on  «Tery  qaestion  recommended  to 
ttMor  notice.  He  thought  particolar  attention 
oiq^  to  be  pijd  to  the  lateness  of  the  sessloD ; 
If  this  anltfeot  were  to  be  considered,  too  mnch 
time  of  the  Honse  would  be  devoured  which 
was  nmab  wanted  on  impcnisnt  bowneaa. 
Hr.  TbATOHKi  aaH,  he  was  in  bnta  at  refbr- 


proprietjr  of  reoeiTing  a  petition  from  these 
Moida  The  gentleman  m)m  North  Oorolina 
{Mr.  BLOtnrr)  h  of  the  opinion  that  Uiese  people 
being  dare^  the  Honse  ought  not  to  pay  atten- 
tioD  to  tbMT  prayer.  This,  be  said,  was  qaitt 
Dew  langnage — a  system  of  conduct  which  b< 
■•Ter  saw  the  House  practise,  and  hoped  he 
Berer  ahoold,  Iliat  the  Honse  should  not  re- 
eaire  a  petition  withont-an  evidence  to  prove  it 
VM  from  a  Itee  man.    This  was  a  language 


which  opposed  the  constitutional  freedom  of 
every  Stato  where  tbQ  Declarntion  of  Rigfata 
had  been  made;  tbej  all  declare  that  every 
man  is  bom  equally  free,  and  that  each  has  an 
eqnal  right  to  petition  if  aggrieved — this  doo- 
tnne  he  never  heard  objected  to. 

The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Madisor 
and  Ur.  Hbatb)  had  said,  it  was  a  Jadidal  and 
not  a  Legislative  qnestion ;  tbey  say  the  peti- 
tion proves  it,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tended to.  Ur.  T.  said,  he  saw  no  proof  what- 
ever of  the  impropriety  of  the  House  receiving 
it.  There  might  be  some  Judicial  qnestion 
growing  ont  of  the  case ;  but  that  was  no 
reason,  becanse  it  might  possibly  nndeigo  a 
Judicial  course,  that  the  General  Government 
were  not  to  be  petitioned.  The  gentleman  frtnn 
SoQth  Carolina  (Ur.  Bmitb)  had  said,  "  that  this 


was  a  kind  of  property  on  which  they  were 
bound  to  temslato.  The  fugitive  act  could 
prove  this  antnority ;  if  petitions  were  not  to  l>e 
received  they  wonld  have  to  legislate  in  the 
dark.  It  appeared  plainly  that  these  men  were 
m&numittea  hy  their  masters ;  and  becanse  a 
number  of  men  who  called  tbemselvee  legisla- 
tors should,  after  they  had  the  aotnal  enjoyment 
of  tbor  liberty,  oome  forward  and  say  that  these 
men  shonld  not  remain  at  liberty,  and  actually 
authorize  their  recH>tivity,  he  tboogbt  it  ex- 
ceedingly m^ost  to  deprive  them  of  the  right 
of  petitioning  to  have  tbor  injuries  redressed. 
These  were  a  set  of  men  on  whran  the  fa^ptive 
law  had  no  power,  and  he  thought  they  clumed 
protection  under  the  power  of  that  House, 
which  always  ooEht  to  lean  towards  freedom. 
Though  they  coiud  not  give  freedom  to  fOavea, 
yet  he  hoped  gentlemen  wonld  never  reibse  to 
lend  their  lud  to  secnre  fteemen  in  their  lighls 
agonal  tyrannical  impomtion. 

Ur.  Ohbistib  thought  no  part  of  the  fugitive 
act  operated  against  freedom.  He  tbongnt  no 
good  could  be  derived  from  sending  the  pecitioa 
to  a  oommittee ;  tbey  could  not  prove  whether 
they  were  slaves  or  not.  He  was  much  sur- 
prised any  gentieman  in  Ibe  House  should  pre- 
aeut  such  a  petition.  ^Sr.  0.  said,  be  was  of  the 
same  opinion  with  the  gentleman  ttwa  Sonth 
Oarolina  (Ur.  Bioth)  that  the  petition  ought 
to  be  sent  back  again.  He  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Ur.  Swanwiok)  would 
never  hand  such  another  petition  into  the  House. 

Ur.  HoLUNS  said,  the  gentleman  tiom  Uana- 
ohusetta  (Ur.  TsaTOHiR)  aud,  "the  House 
ought  to  lean  towards  freedom."  Did  he  mean 
to  set  all  slaves  at  liberty,  or  reoetve  petitioua 
from  ant  Sore  he  was,  that  if  this  was  re- 
ceived, it  wonld  not  be  long  before  the  table 
wonld  be  filled  with  nmilar  compMnIa,  and  tba 
House  might  ait  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
hefr  them.  It  was  a  Ju^cial  queedon,  and  the 
HoDse  ought  not  to  pretend  to  determine  the 
point;  why,  then,  should  they  take  up  tinw 
upon  iti  To  pnt  an  end  to  it  he  hoped,  it 
wonld  tn  oidwed  to  lie  on  tJie  table. 
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Hr.  Uacoit  8ud,  he  hdA  hearkened  -vctj 
diMely  to  the  obaervationB  of  geatlemea  on  the 
subject,  and  could  see  no  reason  to  alter  his 
dMire  that  it  woald  not  be  committed.  No 
IDBD,  he  add,  wished  to  Dnconrage  petitiom 
more  than  himself,  and  no  uutn  hod  coiwdered 
this  inbject  more.  These  men  could  not  re- 
ceive any  aid  from  the  General  Government ; 
bat  by  application  to  the  State,  jnstice  woald 
be  done  them.  Trials  of  this  kuid  had  very 
fteqaently  been  brought  on  in  all  the  different 
oonrts  of  that  State,  and  had  very  often  ended 
in  the  freedom  of  slaves;  the  appeal  was  fair, 
and  justice  was  dona  Mr.  M.  thought  it  a  very 
delicate  sabject  for  the  General  Government  to 
act  on ;  be  hoped  it  would  not  be  committed; 
bnt  he  should  not  be  sorry  if  the  proposition 
of  a  trcntleman  (Ur.  SiirrB]  was  to  take  place, 
that  It  was  to  be  sent  back  agun. 

Mr.  W.  8mith  observed,  that  a  genOeman 
(Mr.  Thatches)  had  uttered  a  wish  to  draw 
these  people  ftwm  their  state  of  slavery  to  Hb- 
tstj.  Mr.  B.  did  not  think  they  were  sent 
there  to  take  np  the  snbjeot  of  emancipation. 
When  satgects  of  this  kind  are  brought  up  in 
the  House  they  onght  to  be  deprecated  as  dan- 
serous.  They  tended  to  produce  very  nncom- 
fbrtahle  drcnmstances. 

Mr.  Vabkhk  sfdd,  the  petitioners  had  re- 
ceived injury  ander  a  law  of  the  United  States, 
ghe  fugitive  act)  and  not  merely  a  law  of  North 
arolina,  and  therefore,  be  thought,  they  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  the  attention  c^  the 
General  Government  if  that  act  Iwre  hard  on 
&era.  They  stated  themselves  to  be  freemen, 
and  be  did  not  see  any  opposition  of  force  to 
convince  the  House  they  were  not ;  surely_  it 
conld  not  be  said  that  color  alone  should  desig- 
nate them  as  slaves.  If  these  people  had  been 
free,  and  yet  were  taken  np  nnder  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  and  put  into  prison,  then  it  ap- 
peared plainly  the  dnty  of  the  House  to  inqnlre 
whether  that  act  bad  sncb  an  uqjuBt  tendency, 
and  if  it  had,  proper  amendments  should  be 
made  to  it  to  prevent  the  like  consequenoea  in 
fbture.  It  required  nothing  more  under  that 
act  than  that  the  person  suspected  ahonld  be 
bronght  before  a  single  ma^trate.  and  evi- 
dence given  that  he  is  a  dave,  whicn  evidence 
the  magistrate  conld  not  know  if  distant  from 
the  State ;  the  person  may  be  a  freeman,  for  it 
wonid  not  be  easy  to  know  whether  the  evi- 
dence was  good,  at  a  distance  from  the  State ; 
thepoormanis  then  sent  to  his  State  in  slavery, 
Hr,  V.  hoped  the  House  would  take  all  possible 
eare  that  freemen  should  not  be  made  slaves ; 
to  be  deprived  of  liberty  was  more  important 
than  to  be  deprived  of  property.  He  oould 
not  think  why  gentlemen  should  be  against 
having  the  &ct  examined ;  if  it  appears  that 
they  are  slavee,  the  petition  will  of  conrse^be 
dismiased,  bnt  if  it  should  appear  they  are  free, 
and  receive  injury  nn^r  the  ftagitive  act,  the 
United  States  ought  to  amend  it,  so  that  justir~ 
should  be  done. 
Mr.  Blodxt  uld,  Bdndtting  thoM  perMU 


wbohad  been  taken  up  were  sent  back  to  North 
Carolina,  ihey  would  then  have  permission  to 

apply  to  any  of  the  courts  in  the  State  for  a  fair 
trial  of  their  plea ;  there  are  very  few  conrts  in 
which  some  negroes  have  not  tricii  this  cause, 
and  obtained  their  liberty.  He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  freedom 
of  these  men  to  procure  their  rights ;  it  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  they  were  free;  tme  they 
had  been  set  free,  but  that  manumission  was 
from  their  masters,  who  had  not  a  right  to  set 
them  free  without  permission  of  the  Legisla- 

Mr.  KiTCHEu.  could  not  see  what  objection 
could  obtain  to  prevent  theee  people  beioK 
heard.  The  question  was  not  now,  whether 
they  are  or  ore  not  slaves,  bat  it  is  on  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  They  assert  that  this  law 
does  act  injariooaly  to  them;  the  question  is, 
therefore,  whether  a  committee  shall  be  ap- 

E Dinted  to  inqnire  on  the  improper  force  of  this 
iw  on  the  case  of  the^  men ;  if  they  are  free- 
men, he  said,  they  ought  not  to  he  sent  tiock 
from  the  moat  distant  part  of  the  United  States 
to  North  Carolina,  to  have  justice  done  them, 
hut  they  onght  to  receive  it  from  the  General 
Government  who  made  the  law  they  com- 
plain o£ 

Mr.  K.  said,  he  had  not  eiamined  the  force 
of  the  law  on  the  snhject,  and  was  not  prepared 
to  decide;  there  conld  he  no  evil  in  refemng  it 
for  eiaminatioD,  when  the  committee  would  re- 
port their  opinion  of  the  saljeet  and  gentlemen 
be  prepared  to  act  on  it. 

On  the  question  for  receiving  the  petition 
being  pnt,  it  was  negatived — ayes  88,  noes  BO.* 

TuHDAT,  Febroary  Y. 
Thohab  Si^i&s,  from  Maryland,  appeared, 
and  took  Ms  seat 

Imreate  of  Salariei. 

A  hill  was  also  received  from  the  Senate  for 
increasing  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  and  certwn  officers  of  Govern- 
ment; which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  that  it 
be  read  a  second  time,  it  was  carried,  S8  to  SO, 
It  was  acoor^gly  read  a  second  time. 

The  bill  contemplates  an  advance  of  (6,000 
to  the  present  salur  of  the  pBEsroSErr  o;  tbb 
Unitid  Statkb,  and  |S,000  to  the  Vice  Pbxsi- 
DENT,  to  commence  on  the  4th  of  March  naat*, 
and  continue  for  four  years ;  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Repreeenta- 
tives,  the  Secretary  of  Btat«^  the  Sec^tary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  Attorney 
General,  Postmaster  General,  Assi^iant  Poet- 
muster  General,  Oomptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
Auditor,  Register,  Commisdoner  of  the  Beve- 
nue,  Acconntant  of  the  War  Department  the 
Etecretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Olerk  of  the  Hotiee 
of  Representatives,  and  the  principal  clerks  era- 
ployed  by  them,  the  Sergeant-at-Amia  of  Uie 

*  Y«u  ud  ii*T>  not  tduD. 
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HoiMe  of  R^reaentatives,  the  Door-keepers  and  ' 
AisBUnt  Door-teepere  of  both  Honses,  have  an 
•dTaoce  of  26  per  cent,  npon  their  present  com- 
pensation. 

Ifr.  pABKKK  moTed  that  the  farther  coiuid- 
(ratkm  of  thiB  bill  be  poetponed  till  the  first 
IfoDday  in  Deoember  next  He  said  the;  had 
Ifttelf  bad  the  snlgect  of  aogrnentiDg  tbe  sala- 
nee  of  all  the  officers  here  mentioned,  except 
tbe  Pkkbidkht  and  View  Pbrsidemt  and  tbem- 
KlTMf  under  conaideratjon ;  and  as  the;  had 
resolTed  to  ttfnse  an  advanoe  to  others,  he 
trusted  they  Bhould  also  refose  it  to  themeelves. 
He  thought  the  present  on  improper  IJme  to  go 
into  tbe  sabjeoL 

Mr.  HAKn.H  -wished  the  gentleman  vonid 
eoDsent  to  some  day  next  weei.  He  conld  not 
•Bj  be  was  read/  to  agree  to  the  whole  of  tbe 
■dTsncee  propeee^  bnt  he  wished  the  eabject 
to  be  taken  into  oonaideratdon,  and  perhaps  by 
tfa«  time  he  had  mentioned  tbey  might  have 
e  farther  inftamation  on  the  sabject  of  onr 


Mr.  3£uxnt  sud,  the  tnoet  regnlar  way  for  the 
gtntleman  from  Virginia  to  obtain  his  olyect, 
would  be  to^nore  to  have  tbe  bill  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  4th  of  Uorch. 

)Cr.  Fasxwx  made  that  motion. 

lb.  HiBTLBT  hoped  this  motion  wonld  not 
be  agreed  to,  as  it  was  a  sort  of  maacenvre  to 
get  rid  of  the  snlgeot,  which  ho  did  not  approve. 
Be  would  either  hare  the  bill  negatived  at 
once,  made  the  order  of  some  day  in  ^e  present 
ewrion.  or  posQtoned  dll  the  next. 

Mr.  AvES  said  gentlemen  had  no  donbt  a 
ri^t  to  govern  their  own  rotes  according  to 
tbor  own  notions  of  propriety.  So  man  had  a 
rigfat  to  preacrit>e  to  another.  His  oonsoience 
was  no  ride  to  any  other  man.  Bat  he  thought 
be  waa  authorized  to  say,  they  nether  had  nor 
claimed  a  right  to  do  a  right  thing  in  a  wrong 
way.  To  agree  to  the  motion  proposed,  wonld 
be  an  inainoere  way  of  putting  a  negative  i 
tbe  tnO.  He  trailed  gentlemen  who  wi 
this  wonld  do  it  in  a  more  direct  way.  The 
compensation  of  the  Pbcsidbht  and  Yiob  Pbeb- 
IDCXT  oonld  not  be  augmented,  he  said,  after 
Aej  had  entered  opon  Uieir  office ;  and  to  say 
tbey  wonld  takenpthesnltject  forcontideration 
at  a  time  irben  uieir  powers  wonld  not  exist, 
WW  an  eradve  manner,  which  he  approved  not. 
It  was  an  ^aay  thing  for  gentlemen  to  say  no 
OD  tba  qnestiofl,  witbont  taking  this  oironitons 
way  of  patting  an  end  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  TaxABLS  thought  tbe  view  of  his  col- 
leagne  wonld  be  answered  as  well  by  a  post- 
fooement  to  the  8d  of  Kerch  as  to  the  4th,  and 
It  wonld  be  more  orderly.  Nor  did  he  think 
this  way  of  di^tadng  of  the  bngineea  called  for 
Ae  eansore  which  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
dwietta  bad  thrown  upon  iL  It  was  a  qnee- 
tijon  optm  which  that  House  had  already  decid- 
ed by  a  c<mmderable  m^ority.  No  new  light 
had  been  thrown  npon  tbe  snhject,  and  he 
tbm^t  it  by  no  means  diareepectful  to  post- 


pone it.  It  was  well  known  that  tbe  effect  of 
this  motion  wonld  be  a  postponement  for  the 
present  session.  This  was  what  he  wished; 
and  if  bis  colleague  would  consent  to  alter  his 
motion  to  the  Sd  of  March,  he  should  not  hed- 
tato  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  PinKBB  bad  no  objection  to  the  motion 
itanding  for  the  8d  of  March,  though  be  did  not 
consider  the  motions  for  tbe  first  Monday  in 
December  or  the  4th  of  March  ss  unpariiamen- 
tarv.  He  thought  the  salaries  of  tbe  Pbbsidkht 
and  Vice  Pbxsicekt  high  enough.  The  sala- 
ries of  some  of  their  pnblio  officers  might  at 
present  be  somewhat  too  low,  but  the  time 
wonld  soon  come  when  tbe  price  of  living 
would  iMcoms  lower,  and  then  they  would  b« 
fully  adequate;  and  therefore  he  did  not  wish 
■-  see  them  advanced  at  present. 

Mr.  BvoK  was  opposed  to  putting  off  the 
qnestion  till  the  time  contemplated  by  the  pres- 
ent motion.  To  get  rid  of  tbe  subject  in  snoh 
a  way,  would  be  descending  from  that  state  of 
independence  which  they  ought  to  preserve^ 
and  wonld  have  the  appearance  of  a  sli(;bt  cast 
npon  onother  branch  of  Government.  If  they 
were  prepared  to  meet  the  qnestion,  tbey  might 
as  well  meet  it  now  as  then.  To  agree  to  tbe 
motion  proposed,  wonld  show  a  degree  of  cow> 
ordice,  and  effectnally  pnt  it  oat  of  their  power 
to  consider. and  determine  upon  the  subject. 
The  Senate,  he  add,  bad  found  snSdent  reason 
to  originate  this  bill,  and  be  thought,  if  it  were 
only  out  of  oomplaisance  to  them,  the  subject 
should  not  be  treBt«d  in  the  wav  proposed.  It 
was  said  diat  this  subject  bad  already  been  de- 
cided, but  he  did  not  think  so.  There  hod  been 
no  general  proposition  for  augmenting  compen- 
sation. They  had  had  the  subject  under  view 
partially,  bnt  he  knew  there  were  some  mem- 
bers (he  knew  of  one  at  least)  who  voted  agdnst 
any  partial  advance,  because  they  thought  it 
should  be  generaL  This  was  bis  motive.  He 
thonght  aU  tbe  officers  of  Qovemment  were 
npon  an  equal  footing,  and  therefore  he  voted 
against  advancing  the  salary  of  one  and  not  of 
another — not  because  he  thought  they  were  al- 
ready fiofflciently  compensated;  he  did  not 
think  they  were.  He  wishedj  therefore,  the 
snbject  for  a  general  augmentation  to  come  un- 
der diBcuB^on.  If  he  should  be  convinced  on 
advance  was  improper,  he  should  ^ve  it  up, 
and  should  be  against  pntting  the  sabject  off  to 
a  time  when  it  could  not  be  considered. 

Mr.  RuTLET  agdn  nrged  the  propriety  of 
postponing  for  a  shorter  period :  he  mentioned 
the  17th  instant. 

Mr.  Maoos  sud  be  was  opposed  to  the  biH 
in  toto,  and  he  considered  the  motion  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia  as  meant  to  try  tba 
qnestion.  He  wished  it  to  stand  for  the  4th  of 
March,  as  at  first  proposed,  because,  if  it  stood 
for  ^e  Sd,  the  subject  might  be  called  up  and 
acted  npon  on  the  last  dav  of  the  session.  Ha 
shonld  tiaerefore  renew  tiie  4th  of  March,  be- 
cause, if  there  were  a  mq^rity  who  wished  the 
bill  to  be  r^ected,  it  waa  desirable  that  as  little 


dbyGoo^le 


H.  OP  B.] 

time  as  poadble  ehonld  be  lost  npon  the  snb- 
jwt. 

The  qnestioii  for  postponiag  till  the  4th  cf 
Uareh  vol  pat  and  negatived,  4S  to  4fi. 

Mr.  pABEEB  then  moved  to  have  it  postptmed 
till  the  8d  of  March. 

Mr.  nKSDBHsos  thoQght  it  more  proper  to 
postpone  till  the  8d  than  till  the  4th.  He  was 
ready,  ba  sud,  to  meet  the  qoestion,  either  in  a 
direct  or  indirect  way.  He  had  nude  a  oalcH' 
lation,  and  foond  that  the  Bdvancea  proposed 
woald  amoiuit  to  from  |100,000  to  (110,000. 
ill.  H,  believed  oar  flqancee  were  not  in  a 
state  to  admit  of  this  addition  to 
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5  render  any 
advance  of  salary  to  oar  officers  nimecessaiy. 

The  qaestion  was  pnt  and  negatived,  C7 
to  Si. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habtlet,  Friday  week 
was  proposed  and  negatived,  there  being  only 
SB  votes  for  it. 

Hr.  Qallatik  moved  that  the  Bnbjeot  Hhonld 
be  made  the  order  for  this  day.  He  said  he  had 
voted  for  postponing  it  till  the  4th  of  Uaroh, 
with  a  view  ol  gettmg  rid  of  it ;  bot  sinoe  it 
most  be  considored,  he  wished  it  to  be  disposed 
of  as  Boon  as  poerible. 

Ht.  BiTOBBAVzs  proposed  that  it  be  made  the 
order  of  Qie  day  for  Monday. 

Hie  sense  of  the  House  wss  first  taken  for 
ytaai^j  and  negatived,  there  being  only  41 
votes  for  it.  It  waa  then  pat  for  thia  day  and 
carried,  there  being  68  votes  for  it. 

Wkdnbsdat,  Febraary  8, 
SleeUcn  t^fPrttident. 

The  Spbaeeb  informed  the  Honee  that  the 
hour  was  come  at  wbioh  they  had  appointed  to 
meet  the  Senate,  for  the  pnrpose  of  ooanting  the 
vot«e  for,  and  declaring  the  election  of  a  I^bsi- 
DDTT  and  VioB  pBUtDBsr  of  thi  Unns 
Statu,  and  that  the  Olerk  woold  inform  the 
Senate  they  were  ready  to  receive  them. 

The  Olerk  accordingly  wuted  npon  the  Ben- 
ate,  and  the  Pksidknt  and  members  of  the 
Senate  soon  after  entered  and  took  their  seats, 
(be  Pbesidekt  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Speaker 
(^  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Chamber ;  when  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate 
(Mr.  Adams)  thns  addressed  the  two  HonsM : 
OemUmtH  t^  tie  Smale  and 

qflie  Binut  ^AgpromtatiiKt  i 

The  pnipote  (te'  which  we  are  ■wriiiililiiiT  Is  ez- 
preiMd  in  the  fbUowing  ratiJntiaoi.  [Mr.  Aduh 
here  read  tba  lewdDtion*  whidi  luid  bean  adopted  by 
the  two  Hoiuu  nktlTe  to  (ht  lalgect]  I  havv  re- 
oeived  packet*  coat^ing  the  certifleaUi  or  the  votca 
of  the  Electors  for  a  Prendent  mi  Vice  Prendenl  of 
die  United  States  horn  all  the  iIitMn  -States  of  the 
CuoD :  I  have  also  received  dnpltcatei  of  the  retiuiu 
by  post  from  fifVeea  of  the  States.  No  duplicate  from 
Oa  State  of  Eeatncky  la  yet  oame  to  hand. 

It  has  beeo  the  pimctice  heretofore.  OD  Dmilar  oo- 
easions,  to  be^  with  the  retoms  fitm  the  State  at 


one  end  of  the  Dniled  States  and  to  proeeiHl  to  the 
other;  I  ihalt  tfaenfbre  do  the  same  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Adaus  then  took  np  the  packet  from  the 
State  of  Tenneesee,  and  oner  having  read  the 
snperscription,  broke  the  seal,  and  read  the  oep- 
tificate  of  the  election  of  the  Electors.  He  ithen 
gave  it  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Seitate,  requesting 
him  to  read  the  report  of  the  Electors,  which 
be  accordingly  did.  All  the  pi^iere  were  then 
handed  to  the  tellers,  viz :  Mr.  Skdowiok,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Meears.  SiTGBKAvn 
and  Fakxsb  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
Ewitativea;  and  when  they  had  noted  the  con- 
tents, the  Preeident  of  Uie  Senate  proceeded 
with  the  other  States,  in  the  following  cvder; 

FOR  JOHN  ADAU3. 
North  CaroUna, 
Viig^nia,   . 
Hatylaitd, 


Feon^Ivatiia,  . 
New  Jersey, 
New  York,       . 

Conneoticiit, 


FOB  THOMAS  JBFFEBSON. 


Kentnoky, 

Georgia,  . 

Sonth  Cardina, 
North  Candina, 
Virginia,  . 

Matylsod, 


FOB  GEOBQE  WASHINQTON. 
North  Candloa,  . 

Vliiginia,  . 

FOB  THOMAS  PINCKNET. 
Sonth  Caralina, 
North  Canlitia, 
Virginia, 
Harylaod, 
Dels¥rare, 
Pennrrlvanta, 
New  Jersey,      . 
New  Yoit, 
CoDDSdlon^ 
MasMchnsetta, 
Vermont, 


Tenneitee, 
Kentncky, 
North  CaroKns, 
Tirpnia,  . 
Muyland, 
Pem^ylvsnla, 


FOB  AABON  BXmK, 


1 
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FOB  SAmjEL  ADAUS. 
FOR  OUTER  ELI2W0BTH. 


FOB  SAHUEL  JOHNSTOIT. 


FOB  JA]fE9  IREDELL. 
Nortli  Cmrolin*, 

FOB  JOHN  JAY. 


rOB  GEOBGE  CLDTTOH. 


FOB  CHABLES  COTESWORTB  FINCKKEY. 


FOB  JOHN  HENBY. 
Maraud,  .a 

All  the  retnnu  hsTiiig  been  gone  throngh, 
Mr.  Skdqwiok  reported  that,  accordiog  to  or- 
der, the  tellera  appointed  bj  tlie  two  HonBes 
had  perfonoed  tbe  baatuftas  sarigDod  them,  and 
refKwted  the  remit  to  be  as  above  at&ted. 

The  Pbxsidsbt  of  the  Senate  then,  thns  ad' 
draved  the  two  HoiUM: 

Cmamm  Bftite  aamate  and 


1  bf  tha  two  Houmu 
1,  tbn«  an  71  Totet  (or  John  Adomi,  68  for 
llwaiM  JeAnon,  S9  for  Tbomu  Pineknejr,  80  (at 
AanmBvT,  16  for  Samnel  Adam^  11  for  OliTer 
Qbwvi^  7  fat  Geona  Clinton,  5  for  John  Jaj,  S 
fcr  Jaaoi  IraMl,  2  fyt  Georga  Waihington,  2  Tor 
Jofcn  Baaj,  S  for  Samuel  Johnaton,  and  1  for 
Charica  C.  I^ncbMy.  The  whole  nnmbcr  of  votes 
ate  1S8;  70  TDte*,  tfaerefbre,  make  &  m^ritj;  «a 
thMt  tbe  penon  who  hai  71  Tolei,  whtcli  ia  the  hlgh- 
«■  Bomber,  ii  elected  PraideDt,  and  the  peraou  who 
haa  68  Totea,  iriiich  u  the  next  higheit  nnmber,  is 
^Eted  VWa  Preadcnt, 

The  PBKsniKirr  of  the  Senate  then  sat  down 
far  s  moment,  and  riaing  agftin,  thna  addresBed 
the  two  Eoiuea: 

la  obefeDoe  to  the  Cmutitatfon  and  law  of  the 
rnited  Statei,  and  to  the  oommaad*  of  both  Hooaei 
tf  CoDgrea^  eipnaed  ia  their  rsKilntion  paaad  In 
■be  prtatnt  ■ewion,  I  declare  that 

Jon  Adami  ii  elected  Pmidvnt  (J  the  United 
SMe*,  fbr  fonr  jeai*,  to  oommenoe  with  the  fborth 
di;  at  Mardi  next ;  and  that 

Twnua  3iwr^ao»  ii  electod  Tioe  Prendent  of  the 
Ciited  State*,  far  faor  Tean,  to  oommenoe  with  the 
intth  day  of  Uarch  neit  And  maj  the  Sorvrsign 
rf  A«  Univene,  &t  ordainer  of  oiril  goranunent  on 
caidi,  Ibr  the  pmerratioD  of  liber^,  joMioe,  and 
t—et,  ammig  man,  enable  both  to  dil^iaige  the  dn- 
dn  ef  theea  otBCe*  conformably  to  the  Conafltation 
rflbaUnitad  Statei,  with   '— "     -    "" 


The  Pbesidkbt  and  members  of  the  SenAts 
then  retired,  and  the  HonM  esme  to  ordra; 
when  Ur.  SrroEKaTie  made  a  report  on  the 
bnaineaa,  which  waa  read  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  joomalB. 

THUBflDa.T,  Fehmaiy  0. 
Eleetun  qfPrendtnt. 
Mr.  SrrosxATia,  from  the  joint  oommtttea 
appointed  to  eonfer  with  a  committee  of  the 
SMiate  on  the  anttjeot  of  the  election  of  a  Pan- 
IDBST  and  ViOK  Preseoskt,  made  a  fnrther  re- 
po^  viz;  that  they  had  agreed  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  S^ste  to  recommend  to  the 
Hoose  of  BepreaentatiTea  the  foUowlDg  reao- 

Bfohtd,   That  the  CleA  of  ^i  Honu  be  dl- 


This  reaolntion  was  agreed  to ;  bat  some  tdme 
afterwards,  Mr.  Pahkbb  (ooe  of  the  committee) 
wished  it  to  be  readoded,  as  he  DDderstood, 
though  the  oommitlee  from  the  Senate  had 
ooncarred  Id  this  mode  fit  notitjing  the  Yiom 
pRisiDKHT  of  his  election,  the  Senate  *onld  not 
agree  to  it,  bnt  wished  to  folluw  the  mode 
adopted  on  a  former  occa^on,  viz:  a  message 
was  sent  from  the  House  of  Bepresentativea  to 
the  Senate,  directing  that  tbe  persons  elected 
Bhoold  be  notified  in  ench  a  manner  as  tb^ 
ahonld  direct.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  pre- 
vent delf^,  the  reeolntion  might  be  rescinded 
and  a  difrerent  one  screed  to.  This  motion  oo- 
cadoned  a  good  deu  of  oonveraaCion.  It  waa 
ohaerved  by  the  Speakbb  that  the  resolotion 
was  aUeady  before  the  Senate,  (where  it  seemed 
it  was  not  intended  to  be  sen^  as  it  was  a  dis- 
tinct reeolation  of  that  House,  a  umilar  one  to 
which  was  proposed  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Senate  by  the  joint  committee.)  It  was  at 
length,  however,  a^eed  to  be  rescinded.  Im- 
mediately after  which  a  message  was  reoeived 
from  the  Senate,  informing  the  Honae  that  thej 
bad  disagreed  to  the  reeolntion,  and  appointed, 
a  oommittee  of  oonfereuce.  The  Home  accord- 
ingly took  np  the  messaige,  and  also  agreed  to 
appoint  a  oommittee  of  ooiifereno& 

Compmaatum  to  FvbUe  QffU«n. 

lb.  Fabskb  then  renewed  his  motion,  and 
the  Honae  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whtde  on  the  bill  respecting  compensatiania^ 
Mr.  Mttblbhbkbo  in  the  chair ;  when 

Mr.  Pabzss  moved  to  strike  oat  the  first 
clanae.  He  thought  it  neoesBary  to  make  some 
additional  allowance  to  tbe  PBEsmrorr,  but  he 
woald  do  it  in  a  different  way  from  that  pro- 
posed. When  the  present  Fbesident  came  into 
offloe,  he  said,  he  nad  a  quantity  of  fomttnre 
prewDted  him,  which  might  now  be  nearly 
worn  ont.  and  be  of  Ilttie  valne.  It  might  be 
proper,  therefore,  to  purchase  new  fhmitora 
for  the  gentleman  jost  elected.  It  wonld  be 
also  daring  the  period  of  the  present  Presidencr 
that  Government  would  remove  to  the  Federiu 
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City,  which  woiUd  be  attended  with  a  good 
deaJ  of  eipeose  to  the  Pbisideht.  He  should 
wish,  therefore,  that  a  proviaion  shonld  be  made 
fbr  defra^ng  that  expense,  and  also  for  the 
pnrchagiog  of  new  fbmitnre,  bot  he  shunld  be 
opposed  to  the  making  of  anj  addition  to  the 
aalar;  at  present. 

Mr.  Eabilet  spoke  in  favor  of  retuning  the 
clause. 

Ur.  R.  Bpkiso  said  he  ehonld  vote  against  the 
proposed  advance  of  Balar;,  and  could  not  con- 
sent to  an7  other  mode  of  aogmentiiig  the  pres- 
ent  compensation  allowed  to  the  Pbisidknt. 
He  conld  by  no  means  agree  to  Uie  plan  pro- 
poeed  by  the  gentleman  IVom  Virginia;  for,  if 
they  were  to  renew  the  furniture  of  the  Pb«si- 
SEHT  every  four  or  eight  years,  it  wonld  be  found 
ft  pretty  eipensive  bnainees.  That  gentleman 
bad  also  mentioned  the  removal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  taking  place  dnring  the  neit  Preaiden- 
oy ;  but.  he  said,  the  new  election  wonld  happen 
about  the  time  of  removing  the  Government, 
and  provision  for  paying  that  expense  might  be 
mAde  at  that  time.  He  thooght  the  salaries 
were  already  snSciently  high,  and  that  it  wonld 
be  with  difflcnlty  that  money  was  found  to  pay 
the  present  expenses  of  Government. 

IAt.  Willuhb  was  of  opinion,  on  the  score 
of  economy,  that  it  wonld  be  bettor  to  advance 
the  compensation  of  the  Pexbidznt  In  the  way 
proposed  by  the  present  bill,  and  lot  him  par- 
chase  his  own  famitnre,  than  to  purchase  new 
fDmitnre,  which,  perhaps,  when  the  OoTcm- 
ment  was  removed,  wonld  not  be  suitable  for 
his  honse  in  the  Federal  Oity.  Ur.  W.  said  he 
was  one  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
oompeiuation,  and  they  endeavored  to  nscertain 
whether  the  twenty-nva  thousand  dollars  al- 
lowed to  the  PnEsiDKKTwere  an  adequate  com- 
pensation. It  was  generally  believed  it  was 
not.  They  on^ht,  he  sud,  to  enable  their  ^rst 
Magistrate  to  bve  in  a  style  becoming  his  sitna- 
tion.  All  their  Executive  officers  should  receive 
snch  salaries  as  wonld  enable  them  to  see  com- 
pany agreeably  to  their  rack,  otherwise  the 
respectability  attached  to  those  ofBces  wonld 
suffer  greatly  in  the  pnhlic  opinion.  He  hoped, 
therefoi-e,  the  section  wonld  not  be  stmok  out. 

Ui.  Btroc  sdd,  OS  the  motion  now  made  was 
to  try  the  principle,  it  wonld  be  well  to  so  into 
an  examination  of  the  sobject.  He  s^d  ne  had 
never  been  a  champion  for  raising  salaries,  or  a 
stickler  for  lowering  them ;  but,  as  the  snbject 
was  brought  before  them,  he  should  cheerfnlly 
declare  his  sentimenls  upon  it  He  conceived 
the  true  question  to  be.  whether  it  was  right 
and  Jnst  that  they  ahonld  angment  the  salaries 
of  the  offloerB  of  Qovemment  and  the  members 
of  the  Legislatar^  or  whether  the  present  oom- 
penaations  were  Jnst  and  adequate  to  the  sacri- 
fices which  they  made  in  undertaking  the  hud- 
ness  of  OoTemment.  Becanse  he  did  not  believe, 
with  some  other  gentlemen,  that  they  were  to 
estimate  the  compensations  of  their  officers  in 
proportion  as  money  was  searoe  or  plentiiHil  in 
the  Treasury,  nor  did  he  believe  tQere  was  a 


real  distress  in  OoTemment  for  want  of  money : 
but  their  difBonltiee  arose  from  a  difference  of 
opinion  in  that  Honse  on  the  mode  of  raising 
money.  He  believed  there  were  persons  who 
thought  Government  scuandered  away  the  pub- 
lic money;  Uiat  its  officere  divided  Uie  loavn 
and  fishes  smon^  them;  and  that  the  only 
way  in  which  this  profusion  of  eipeuse  could 
be  checked  was  by  nnrtniitg  a  system  of  direct 
taxation,  which  wonld  make  the  people  feel  the 
amount  which  they  contributed  to  the  support 
of  Government.  He  shoold  not  cndertake  to 
examine  this  principle,  nor  deny  that  snch  bots 
might  exist.  It  would  be  enoogh  to  look  at 
existing  circumstances  in  our  country,  and  aee 
how  far  they  wonld  apply.  Our  Government, 
he  said,  rested  on  pubfic  sentiment  for  support, 
and  must  always  be  rognlated  by  it.  He  was 
willing,  he  said,  to  go  aU  lengths  with  gentle- 
men in  adopting  a  system  of  taxation  calculated 
to  raise  a  permanent  revenne.  Nor  was  he  ap- 
prehenrnve  for  the  result,  when  dictated  by  rea-  ' 
son  and  jnstice. 

Oont«mptible  must  be  that  state  of  Govern- 
ment, said  Mr.  B.,  where  its  pnblio  officers  are 
starved  for  want  of  a  proper  spirit  in  the  people 
to  support  them.  Is  America,  said  he,  arrived 
at  this  melancholy  stetet  If  she  were,  God 
forbid  she  should  ever  experience  another  revo- 
lution I  Is  this  all  onr  boasted  acquisition,  in 
return  for  the  struggle  we  have  made  for  oar 
country t  No;  he  denied  the  foot.  Amerioa 
was  not  reduced  to  that  state  which  will  not 
allow  her  to  pay  the  expenses  of  her  Govern- 
ment nor  is  she  unwilling  to  pay  them ;  neither 
is  public  sentiment  so  debased  ss  not  to  approve 
of  any  measure  which  shall  be  taken  to  secure 
a  handsome  maintenance  for  our  officers.  There 
was  no  occaaon  for  hypocrisy  in  the  hnnnesa  ; 
he  was  willing  to  state  the  whole  troth  plainly 
to  his  oonstituenta.  He  should  not  think  of 
telling  them  they  were  giving  too  high  salaries 
for  their  officers,  when  he  knew,  that,  owing  to 
their  insaffloioncy,  they  were  diminifdiing  their 
own  private  fortunes.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  in- 
trench on  his  ovni  property  in  serving  the  pub- 
lic ;  he  believed  there  was  no  occBuon  for  this. 
He  ahonld,  therefore,  speak  plainly  to  them. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  inquire  whether  the 
present  salaries  were  a  reasonable  and  Just  oom- 
pensation  for  the  services  performed  f  In  re- 
spect to  the  PnnmiNT  op  thx  Uhttzd  States, 
it  was  said  that  he  had  already  a  large  salary. 
He  knew  that  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  had 
a  great  sound  in  the  ears  of  many,  bnt  he  trust- 
ed the  people  of  the  United  States  not  only 
possessed  just  views  of  Government,  bnt  that 
they  also  possessed  virtue  to  support  the  Jnst 
measures  of  Government,  and  would  not  consent 
that  their  Executive  officers  should  be  placed  on 
snch  a  footing  as  to  be  looked  down  by  officers 
from  foreign  countries  who  moved  in  a  lower 
sphere.  Therefore,  when  they  looked  into  the 
reason  of  the  thing,  and  found  their  present 
salaries  were  unequal  to  their  support,  not  in 
the  style  of  splendor  observed  in  foreign  oonrts. 
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lot  morffinit  to  the  nuuiner  of  living  tn  Phil&- 
i^^ik,  woud  they  not  be  willing  to  incmse 
tbnil    Hq  believed  tiwj  vonld. 

The  preaeat  PBsnsKRT,  he  said,  wu  k  man  of 
tirtime,  and  never  took  from  the  OoTemment 
men  mxa  ironld  rapport  bis  table,  either  dnr- 
bf  the  irar  or  dnriiig  hla  PreHidenoy.  And 
«h^  ha  a(ik«a,  did  the»e  expenses  amount  to  I 
To  th«  whole  aom  allowed  him  b;  law.  Bat 
me  th«7  always  to  expect  to  have  aPHmnnrr 
ite  wmild  give  hia  serrlcca  to  his  oonntir ! 
Oihid  the  PBXUDBirr  set  a  bad  example,  bj 
bing  In  a  style  of  extravagance  and  splendor ! 
He  bettered  this  was  not  the  opinion  of  Atneri- 
Mfla,  or  that  of  foreign  ooontrieB,  If^  then,  the 
pneent  Pbbsokst  Iwd  lived  npon  his  own  for- 
tBBe,  and  the  whole  of  his  oorapensation  had 
goM  to  dsfrsj  the  expeneea  of  bis  table,  If  this 
eompensation  was  not  advanced,  how  were 
fiitore  Prendents  to  oome  forward,  to  rapport 
Oe  Mine  style  t  They  ooold  not  do  it  withont 
Infringing  on  thw  own  fortunes.  And  do  the 
dibens  of  the  United  States,  he  asked,  wish 
tiMir  Ftnt  Hagistrste  to  be  placed  in  this  sitnft- 
tioaT  He  eonld  not  think  so.  He  believed 
At?  meant  to  nuike  ample  provision  for  bis 
flnpMri;  and  if  the  present  provision  was  fonnd 
ineaeqnate,  they  wonld  condemn  their  Repre- 
■eotatives ;  they  wonld  say  they  did  not  support 
the  digtdtf  of  their  oonntiy,  if  they  n^ected 
to  advanoe  it, 

Tlie  same  observationB,  }ix.  B.  said,  would 
^>^y  to  the  Tick  FBasmDrr,  end  to  other  offi- 
oerm  of  Qovemment.  He  did  not  wish  the 
Mlaiies  of  th^  offloers  to  be  snoh  ee  ahonld 
enaUe  than  to  make  fortunes  ont  of  them,  bnt 
he  woold  have  them  taffldent  to  afford  a  band- 
■DiiH  Gving.  Were  they  so  at  prteent  I  He 
believed  not.  It  had  been  eaidj  the  other  day, 
tliet  tbcj  eonld  not  afibrd  to  hve  in  the  same 
it:^  with  persons  who  stood  on  the  same  fbot- 
big  with  Qitan  befbre  they  went  into  office. 
He  eonld  not  sajr  whether  they  were  obliged  to 
iittreBeh  on  their  own  private  fortunes  ;  if  it 
"warn  so,  he  asked  If  it  were  reasonable  or  jnst 
that  they  dionld  be  so  placed!  It  certainly  was 
not;  and,  therefore,  convinced  as  he  was  that 
tbe  people  of  tiia  United  States  were  willing 
and  ^e  to  snpport  the  expenses  of  their  Oov- 
enmient,  and  toat  they  wished  their  offloera  to 
hav«  a  JDstandreasonable compensation,  which 
riioeM  not  Mily  enable  them  to  make  a  respeot- 
Mm  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  their  own  citi- 
acoB,  hot  in  those  of  foreigners,  he  donld  have 
Be  smiplea  in  giving  his  consent  to  the  advan- 
ew  proposed. 

Am  to  the  eompensation  allowed  to  the  mem- 
bsa  of  that  Hm^  here  he  had  knowledge ;  he 
coqld  speak  from  experieooe.  He  eonld  say 
that  be  bad  diminished  hia  income  one  thou- 
■nd  doDan  a  year  since  he  had  a  seat  in  that 
Bona  Did  his  oonstitnenta,  he  asked,  wish 
Hat  H«  believed  noL  They  did  not  wish 
Ua  to  intrench  on  bis  private  fortnne  while 
be  was  serring  them.  They  did  not  expect 
Uk  to  saQBD£r  aw^  thcdr  money  In  profh- 


ston,  nor  did  he ;  be  lived  in  the  most  eoonomi- 
oal  style ;  bnt  they  wished  bis  reasonable  ex- 
pen§ea  to  be  piud.  Besides,  said  Mr.  B.,  were 
the  rates  of  compensation,  when  first  establish- 
ed, eatabli  shed  npon  this  principle?  He  thought 
not.  Tbey  were  then  thought  to  be  S  jnst  and 
reasonable  oompenBation ;  and,  if  it  was  not 
then  □□reasonable,  it  could  not  now  be  reason- 
able. Was  it  right,  he  asked,  when  every  kind 
of  labor  was  higher  by  one  third  or  one-half 
than  at  that  time,  that  the  oompensations  al- 
lowed to  persons  employed  by  Government 
shoold  remain  stationaiyl  He  oonld  not  con- 
ceive that  this  was  wtber  jnst  or  proper,  or 
that  the  citizens  of  the  Unitud  States  wished  it 

If  any  conclusion  might  be  drawn  from  the 
practice  of  individual  States,  thej  wonld  be 
warranted  in  making  the  proposed  advance, 
since  many  of  their  Legislatures  had  advanced 
the  pay  of  their  members.  Indeed,  he  believed 
the  people  were  generally  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  advancing  the  compensations  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  of  Government  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislatare,  under  the  present  dr- 
onmstances. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not  for  making  a  perma- 
nent increase  of  salaries,  except  to  tlie  Fnisi- 
DSNT  and  Yion  Prksidknt.  He  ^d  not  <xai- 
oeive  that  the  members  of  the  Legislature  onght 
to  have  more  than  was  sufficient  to  snpport 
them,  without  obliging  them  to  infringe  npon 
their  own  fortunes.  He  wished  the  advance 
thereof  to  operate  no  longer  than  until  the  pre- 
sent existing  circmnstanoee  were  removed ;  lie 
shonld  move,  therefore,  to  have  the  duration  of 
this  regulation  for  one  year,  instead  of  two,  as 
it  was  poadble  in  the  mean  time  the  price  of 
living  might  be  so  rednoed  as  to  make  the  ad- 
ditional allowance  no  longer  necessary. 

Mr,  RuTHxaFonn  s^d,  if  gentiemen  reasoned 
together  for  a  moment,  they  wonld  be  convinc- 
ed this  measure  was  altogether  improper  and 
nqJuBt.  Onr  present  F^aatssr,  saia  he,  !■ 
looked  up  to  with  reverence,  as  to  (findnn^n^ 
as  a  goon  republican.  When  the  commisdon- 
era  from  the  Repnblio  of  Holland  went  to  treat 
with  Spain,  the;  went  in  a  style  of  such  sim- 
plidty  as  to  command  the  greatest  respect 
They  afterwards  appointed  a  Stodtholder,  a 
man  of  great  reputation  and  patriotism  doubt- 
le^  like  our  PEEsmrar ;  but,  as  soon  aa  they 
suffered  themselves  to  lose  sight  of  their  sim- 
plidty  and  plunness  of  manners,  and  got  into 
the  policy  and  splendor  of  Oonrt^  they  were 
enslaved  by  thdrStadtholder;  for.  within  these 
few  years,  the  office  of  Stadtb^dw  has  been 
deolsred  bareditsry.  What  an  extravagance  is 
thb;  that  a  man  should  be  bom  a  Btadtholder 
or  a  King  |  While  the  Boman  people  m^- 
tained  their  simplidty  of  manners,  wnDe  da- 
oinnatns  was  amongst  them,  they  were  a  happy 
people ;  but  when  tiiey  lost  ri«jit  of  their  plain- 
ness of  manners,  tbey  lost  d^t  of  their  hap^- 
ness.  Let  us  leak  at  onrdster  ridng  BepnbUo, 
and  observe  how  they  are  doing  away  all  pomp 
and  pageautiy  In  thdr  Govenunemt  and  oonn- 
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try,  and  aimingat  asimplicitf  of  mumera;  but, 
Nkid  he,  I  fear  we  have  not  lost  aight  anfficieDt- 
Ij  of  kings,  priesta,  and  coorta.  This  was  his 
(uead.  It  was  aece8»ai7  to  boimd  the«e  ideas. 
Pntriotiam  coold  not  be  purchased,  and  shoald 
tbej  despair  of  gettiDK  a  man  to  fill  the  office 
of  Pbksidbut  wiuiont  they  increased  tlie  ealaij ! 
Unat  tbej  hire  a  man  for  this  pnrpow  t  No, 
thej  slionld  not  be  obliged  to  do  tbis ;  there 
woald  always  be  foand  men  of  abilities  and 
patriotism  to  fill  that  offioe,  without  any  view 
topeonniary  advantage. 

Ur.  DsNT  said  tlie  qoestioii  was  to  malce  an 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  first  section. 
Being  in  favor  of  that  peut  which  oontempluted 
the  addition  of  fire  thousand  dollars  to  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Fbssidbst,  and  opposed  to  an^  ad- 
dition to  that  of  the  Vice  Pbzsideiit,  he  wished 
tlie  qnestioD  divided,  in  order  to  accommodate 


EleetioA  of  Pretident, 

A  message  waa  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming tlie  House  that  the  Yioe  FasBiDBin'  had 
Md  before  them  the  following  commnnicatjon : 
Oentiemm  d/Os  Bmatt  i 

In  conaeqnmae  of  the  dadaration  made  yesterday 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  Honu  of  Reprewntativss  of 
the  alection  of  a  Preajdant  and  Vioe  Pretident  of  the 
United  Statai,  the  noari  oT  which  has  jnst  now  been 
read  from  your  jonnial  by  yonr  SecreUty,  I  have 
jodgol  it  proper  to  give  notice  that,  on  the  1th  of 
HsTch  neit^  at  12  o'clock,  I  propOM  to  attend  again 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  Hooae  of  RBpretentatiTBS,  in 
order  to  take  tlie  oath  pieicribed  by  the  Conititiddon 
of  the  Dolled  States  lo  be  taken  by  the  President,  to 
be  adminisleied  by  the  Cluef  Jostioe  or  snch  other 
Judge  ofthe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as 
can  most  oonvenisntly  Dtteod ;  and,  is  oasa  none  of 
diose  Jndoesean  attend,  by  the  Jodge  ofthe  District 
of  Fennq^vaDia,  befbre  saoh  Ssnaton  and  BepiessD- 
tstives  of  ths  United  States  as  may  find  it  eonvenieiit 
to  honor  the  Innsaetimi  vrilh  thstr  preseoce. 

Fbidat,  Febmary  10. 
ITaeal  Poliej/ :  Pwcha»t  of  a  Site  for  a  Ifany 

The  next  resolution  which  came  under  con- 
sideration, was  that  proposing  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  a  navy  yard. 

Ur.  Fabexb  donbt«d,  from  the  spirit  which 
seemed  to  be  eliown  on  this  occaaoii,  that  tbis 
resolution  would  not  pass, 

Mr.  W.  SiOTH  hoped  this  would  be  agreed  to. 
Whatever  gentlemen  may  now  think  or  deter- 
mine on,  it  was  probable  we  should  at  some 
time  become  anaval  power;  and  even  with  the 
most  distant  prospect  of  that,  it  would  show 
economy  to  prepare  for  it.  He  said  it  never 
oould  be  too  soon  to  begin  the  bnsinees,  and  the 
most  efioctnal  method  of  procuring  live  oak, 


and  preserving  it,  was  to  take  the  earliest  roeant 
to  obtain,  and  secure  it,  when  obtdned,  for  sea- 
sonable nse.  He  read  an  extract  Irom  the  Seo- 
rotary  of  War's  report  in  support  of  the  plan. 

Ur.  Con  said  he  was  alarmed  at  the  eipeose 
of  this  banness.  He  saw  in  the  report  the  sala- 
ries of  two  persons  already  at  Norfolk  and 
Fort«mouth,  for  taking  care  ofthe  timber,  at 
500  dollara  each,  1,000  dollars.  If  they  were  to 
pay  at  tbis  rate  for  overlooking  the  timber  for 
one  ship,  what  might  they  expect  would  be  the 
expense  of  a  navy  yard  I 

Mr.  "PiXEXR  said,  the  persons  to  whom  these 
salariee  were  pud,  took  oare  of  the  timber  at  Nor- 
folk and  Portamouth,  It  was  necessary  that  some 
personshonldlookafterit,  or  it  should  be  dispos- 
ed of ;  but,  in  case  the  preeent  resolution  woa 
agreed  to,  there  would  be  no  occasion  in  future 
to  pay  these  persons,  ai  all  the  timber  and 
other  materials  would  be  stored  in  the  nnvy 
yard.  He  sud  he  had  received  an  estimatA 
from  the  War  Office  of  the  expense  which  would 
be  likely  to  attend  the  establishment  of  a  navy 
yard.  The  expense  of  100  acres  of  land,  end  all 
the  necessary  buildings,  waseatimated  at  87,210 

Ur.  NioHoua  said,  after  having  squandered 
BO  mnch  money  in  getting  timber  for  these  ves- 
sels, he  thought  some  change  of  habit  should 
take  place  before  they  embarked  largely  in  this 
matter.  They  had  ^ven  twice  or  thrice  as 
much  as  the  timber  was  worth,  yet  they  were 
now  called  upon  to  go  on  in  the  same  conree. 
It  was  not  a  time  for  going  into  this  business. 
If  such  0  thing  was  even  proper,  two  or  thre« 
years  could  mi^e  but  little  difference,  and  there 
could  be  little  doubt  but  everything  could  then 
be  bought  at  half  price.  This,  however,  was 
not  his  principal  objecUon.  It  wsathis:  he  did 
not  want  to  see  any  such  establishment ;  a  navy 


would  require  Urge  sums  of  money  to  support 
it ;  its  benefits  were  doubtful,  and  it  might  be 
of  very  mischievous  consequence  to  the  natloD. 
Ur.  BwAiiwioK  Bud  he  entirely  an^ed  witlt 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Niobolab) 
that  there  was  a  necesnty  for  some  change  of 
habit;  they  appeared  to  be  getting  that  change 
At  present,  and  whatever  their  habits  were  at 

C;sent,  he  supposed  they  would  come  right  at 
L  Whatever  might  be  their  opinion  of  the 
necessity  of  a  naval  force,  the  Enropean  na- 
tions, be  believed,  would  convince  them  of  the 
necessity  of  it,  if  they  only  gave  them  time 
enough. 

It  was  an  extraordinary  thing  to  look  at  the 
progress  of  economy  in  that  House  with  respect 
to  these  fiigatcs.  In  the  first  place,  sii  frixatea 
were  necessary ;  they  were  afterwards  reduced 
to  three,  and  because  an  officer  was  appointed 
to  take  care  of  the  timber  left  on  band,  a  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  wondered  that  ^OO 
shonld  be  so  employed.  A  motion  had  bem 
made  to  confine  the  Executive  to  finish  the 
hulls  of  the  ships  only.    This  would  have  t>eea 
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I  flnsge  economy.  Indeed,  sncli  attempts 
vera  mad«  At  economy  on  tbia  boniiefla  &s  were 
Mm  introdaced  upon  any  otiier.  Tbe  gentle- 
mm  from  "Vir^nia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  had  ob- 
Krred  there  ttiui  no  cse  for  sliips  st  all.  If 
QmQoiibb  -were  of  that  opinioD,  such  a  reeolu- 
"Sm  had  hetter  at  onoe  be  come  to ;  but  tbe 
Annge  sort  of  faeeitatiDg  condaot  which  was 
■dopted,  exceeded  all  tht^  he  had  heard  of  in 
k^dation. 

Hsd  gentiemen  who  declared  these  vcasels  to 
he  rf  DO  UK,  contemplated  the  sitaation  of  this 
eonntr;;  that  it  depended  wholly  apoa  oom- 
mme  for  reveniie ;  that  that  commerce  was 
DOIT  pnt  in  jeopardy,  and  that  no  sabetitnte  had 
beta  found  for  the  revenue  thence  arising! 
And  ironld  not  all  this  hesitation,  whenever 
the  m^ject  of  a  navv  came  nnder  consideration, 
tenpt  Eoropean  nations  to  cootinae  tlieir  unjnst 
depredations  npon  onr  property  at  sea!  It 
oert^ly  wonld. 

Bnteven  gentlemen  who  wished  to  confine 
themselves  merely  to  theflnishing  of  the  vessela 
at  present,  wonld  not  surely  think  it  improper 
Ibr  them  to  establish  a  navr  yard,  and  to  secure 
tiniber  Ibr  fntnre  nse.  Did  those  gentlemen 
consider  what  it  was  to  deprive  the  oonntry  of 
a  rkh  mine  of  ship  timber )  If  they  heeitated 
on  this  subject,  they  sorely  did  not. 

IFhat  had  been  s^d  by  tbe  gentleman  &om 
Haiylahd  on  the  snliject  of  Algiers,  was  very 
Jnst ;  and  the  want  of  a  navy  power  would 
nave  a  rimilar  effect  npon  all  onr  negotiations, 
aa  fbragn  naUonB  would  rise  or  fall  in  their  de- 
Duuida,  according  to  onr  power  at  sea.  The 
money  thrown  away  npon  Algiere  to  pnrchaee 
pesee,  would  have  been  mnch  better  employed 
m  building  ships;  fiir  if  we  bad  n  few  ships, 
that  power  wonld  not  have  committed  tbe  de- 
predations npon  OS  which  she  had  done.  And 
vbettier  the  money  was  pdd  to  Algiers  or  ez- 
d  in  biulding  Bhip&  it  waa  in  both  cases 
-  ■— ne  pnrpose,  vi*  :  the  protection  of 
Bnt  there  was  this  great  difference 
between  the  two  eipenditnres.  la  the  one  case, 
tbe  dollars  were  shipped  off  to  a  foreign  conn- 
Uy,  and  in  the  other,  they  were  paid  to  our 
own  ctlizens.  The  iron  nsed  was  from  onr  own 
■niDes ;  die  gnus  from  onr  own  mannfactories ; 
tke  hemp,  and  eveir  other  material,  were  of 
oar  own  growth  and  mannfactnre,  so  that  the 
money  went  into  the  hands  of  onr  artisans, 
ntannbctarers,  and  farmers.  And,  therefore, 
thooeh  the  frigates  had  coat  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
ney, it  was  some  modification  of  the  expense  to 
consider  that  the  money  was  gone  into  the 
pockets  of  oar  own  citizens.  Bot,  he  asked  if 
the  loes  wa  sostained  for  the  want  of  a  naval 
power  eonld  be  estimated!  He  said  it  conld 
aoL  Te  not  only  lost  onr  property,  but  onr 
fr«»THTi_  and  they  were  not  only  lost  to  ns,  bot 
were  probably  in  the  service  of  those  countries 
which  were  coniniitting  depredations  upon  na. 
The  hw  of  property  might  be  recovered ;  but  a 
hirdyraM  of  seatnen  once  lost,  ooold  not  be 
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What  an  affecting  spectacle  had  we  the  other 
da;  of  siztyof  theee  nnfortnnate  men  retnrning 
irom  Algerine  slavery!  They  were  received 
into  the  arms  of  their  coantry  with  all  the 
sympathy  which  the  occasion  called  for;  bnt 
could  gentlemen  help  feeling,  at  tbe  same  time, 
for  the  impotence  of  onr  Qovemment,  when  they 
recollected  that  tbe  liberty  of  these  men  bad 
been  pnrchased  at  s  very  high  price  from  a 
petty  deepotl  And  shall  we  continne  to  go  on 
thns,  and  enconrage  tbe  Barbary  powers  to  en- 
slave onr  seamen  by  showing  so  great  a  reloe- 
tance  to  enter  npon  any  measure  which  might 
afford  a  defence  against  their  depredations  t 

Mr.  UuBSAT  believed  it  wonld  be  a  very  pru- 
dent meaanre  to  secure  the  ship-timber  in  qnee- 
tion;  for  if  we  did  not,  it  was  probable  some 
foreign  nation  wonld  get  pOHseesion  of  it.  He 
did  not  know  whether  tlie  laws  of  Georgia 
wonld  perm't  foreigners  to  porchflse  the  limd 
npon  which  rhis  timber  grew;  bnt  if  they 
wonld  not,  it  wonld  be  no  MfBonlt  thing  to  get 
possesion  of  it  through  the  medinm  of  an  indi- 
vidnsl.  If  this  country  were  to  become  a  mari- 
time power,  and  no  one  who  considered  the 
subject  for  a  moment  coold  doabt  It,  thja  was 
too  rich  a  mine  to  be  neglected  What  had 
been  said  about  adopting  the  Ohinese  policy, 
might  serve  to  amnse  them ;  but  when  they 
looked  at  the  commerce  of  the  country,  it  waa 
impossible  they  should  not  see  the  neoeawty  of 
a  naval  fbrce  to  protect  that  commerce  against 
the  depredations  of  any  nation  who  chose  to  at- 
tack it.  Indeed,  it  was  come  to  this,  they  must 
either  provide  for  the  protection  of  commerce, 
or  deny  the  utility  of  it,  and  give  it  np  alto- 
gether. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Hr.  Nioeo- 
lab)  was  ^aid  if  these  frigates  were  sent  out 
to  sea,  they  would  involve  na  in  a  war.  What  1 
said  he,  can  it  be  supposed  that  three  frigates 
would  ^ve  ns  that  ridiculous  kind  of  spirit 
which  would  induce  us  at  any  rate  to  go  to 
war!  This  would  be  a  species  of  insanity 
which  he  did  not  think  it  was  probable  we 
should  full  into.  No:  these  vessels  wonld  serve 
to  protect  our  coasts,  and  preserve  onr  com- 
merce from  attaekti,  at  least,  within  a  anaH  di»- 
tanoe  from  our  own  porta.  How  tei  they 
might  serve  to  render  us  of  some  importance  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  nations,  he  could  not  tell ; 
but  he  believed  that  three  frigates  would  have 
a  greater  effect  in  this  respect  with  us,  than  tea 
to  Bweden,  Denmark,  or  Holland.  We  He,  swd 
bo,  near  the  high  road  of  commerce  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  these  three  frigates,  backed  by 
national  wealth,  would  show  a  disposition  to 
become  a  maritime  power,  and  wonld  have 
their  effect  upon  Enropean  nations. 

Besides,  Mr.  M.  said,  these  veesels  wonld  be 
the  fonndation  of  a  futnre  Navy.  He  was  for 
shaping  our  means  of  defence  to  the  means  of 
offence  employed  ag^nst  ns  by  other  nations ; 
fbr  until  the  European  nations  became  wise 
enough  to  cease  from  war,  it  was  neoeaeary  to 
provide  means  of  defeuoe  against  th^  nttadkn. 
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He  fihoold,  therefore,  always  grro  his  nipport 
to  eveiT  meue  of  natioDftl  oe&nce.  He  wuhed 
our  nation  to  stand  npon  a  respectable  footing 
■a  a  nation,  ainoe  the  most  magnauimonB  cod- 
dnot  was  no  aecnrit;  against  the  attacks  of 
foreign  powers.  He  should,  tlierefore,  be  in 
fkvor  of  a  naval  yard,  and  of  proTiding  ship- 
timber  for  fntnre  oaa. 

Mr,  Habpib  said,  the  two  resolntiona  respect- 
ing a  naval  yard  and  a  proviuoo  (or  timber 
shonld  come  nnder  considerstion  together;  be- 
cause, if  no  proviuon  was  made  for  purchasing 
timber,  a  naval  yard  would  be  of  no  use. 

This  qneetion,  he  said,  was  capable  of  being 
considered  nnder  two  points  of  view :  the  one 
whether  the  measoie  was  proper ;  the  other,  if 
the  measure  was  proper,  wbether  it  wonld  not 
be  better  postponed  for  the  presenL  Botli  of 
these  poiotB  required  a  oonstderable  degree  of 
attention.  Tliere  was  a  variety  of  oonsiderS' 
tions  on  botli  sides  of  the  question,  and  it 
mained  for  them  to  determine  for  the  best. 

Was  It  proper  for  this  eonntrj',  he  asked,  to 
torn  its  attention  towards  marine  strength !  J)id 
not  oar  situation,  and  the  circnmstanoee  in 
which  we  stand,  oompel  ns  to  torn  ow  atten- 
tion to  this  ol^ect !  He  thought  they  did,  and 
tor  one  or  two  reasons  which  he  wotild  sobmit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

It  appeared  to  him  ont  of  the  qneation  that 
any  Idnd  of  oommerce  should  be  continned 
without  some  shipfrof-war  to  protect  tL  This 
was  the  dilemma  in  which  we  were  placed.  It 
was  said  by  some  gentlemw  that  this  dilemma 
might  be  avoided,  oy  soffering  commerce  to  go 
on  nnproteoted,  and  subject  it  to  all  risks ;  and 
that  even  then,  there  would  be  sufficient  benefit 
arUng  fh)m  it,  to  induce  its  continnanoe.  This 
he  did  not  believe.  If  persons  engaged  in  com- 
merce could  have  no  dependence  npon  the  pro- 
teddott  of  Oovemment,  a  very  few  years,  per- 
haps a  few  months  more,  might  convince  them 
that  the  budnees  oonld  not  and  oaght  not  to  be 
continued. 

The  preseot  Governmoit,  he  stdd,  had  only 
been  In  ezistenoe  eight  years,  and  for  nearly 
four  of  them  commerce  had  been  sutjjeot  to 
every  kind  of  depredation.  The  nsnal  calcnla- 
tion  with  reepect  to  Europe  was,  that  during 
every  ten  years,  It  wonld  be  subject  to  war,  and 
that  these  wars  would  have  a  dnration  of  from 
six  to  eight  years,  in  the  oonrse  of  which  onr 
property  and  citizens  would  be  subject  to  the 
same  violatfona  and  ii^ries  which  they  had 
for  the  last  four  years  experienced,  if  no  pro- 
vision waa  made,  1^  a  naval  power,  to  pre- 

Bron^t  to  this  dilanma,  sdi  he,  which  side 
will  yon  take )  Will  yon  give  np  commerce,  or 
bnild  a  Navy  to  protect  it!  Besides,  he  sdd, 
a  great  pert  of  onr  dtlzens  who  had  been  train- 
ed np  in  commerce  fh>m  their  infancy,  could 
not  be  driven  from  that  kind  of  employment  to 
which  tbey  had  alwava  been  accnstomed.  They 
ooidd  not  be  indnceo,  like  the  Chinese,  to  slay 
St  home;  tl»y  wonld  be  engaged  in  oommerce, 


their  favorite  pnrsnit.  If  they,  then,  were  com- 
pelled to  protect  commerce,  he  asked  if  there 
was  any  other  way  of  doing  it  than  by  a  Navj-  ( 
He  believed  not.  Treaties  aSbtd  a  feeble  and 
very  inadequate  protection ;  they  were  broken 
whenever  it  suited  the  interest  of  a  nation  to 
break  them.  Letl«rB  of  marque  migbt  afford 
some  protection;  but  this  would  operate,  as  a 
heavier  tai  upon  the  people  than  even  the  sup- 
port of  the  Havy.  The  money  which  a  mer- 
obent  expended  in  this  way  would  eventually 
come  upon  the  people  in  the  price  which  they 
wonld  be  obliged  to  pay  for  their  merchandise, 
and  the  means  wotud  be  veiy  inadequate  to 


In  China  and  the  East  Indiea,  Mr.  H.  said,  the 
inhabitanta  could  shut  themseJvea  up  within 
their  own  territory,  and  avoid  any  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations.  In  countries  so  for  r»- 
moved  from  Europe,  as  to  prevent  any  one  na- 
tion from  malting  a  monopoly  of  its  trade,  this 
policy  might  exist  But  conld  America  lay  op 
her  ships,  and  say  she  would  open  her  porta  to 
aD  nations!  No;  that  very  Instant  yon  g^ve  up 
your  trade  to  that  nation  which  has  the  greatest 
power  at  sea ;  for  she  will  immediately  block 
up  your  ports,  and  oblige  you  to  trade  with 
them  only.  In  order,  therefore,  to  trade  with 
all  nations,  we  must  be  the  carriers  of  onr  own 
produce,  for  other  nations  would  not  leave  Qs 
at  liberty  to  do  so.  The  strongeet  power  wonld 
say  to  the  others,  vou  shall  not  trade  with  these 
people^  yon  shall  do  so  and  so,  or  we  will  go  to 
war  wiUi  you.  You  most,  therefore,  stdd  he, 
protect  your  own  trade. 

Will  these  resolutions,  then,  ssid  he,  if  adopt- 
ed, tend  to  this  point  t  He  l>eiieved  they  womd. 
To  provide  a  dock-yard,  and  to  take  care  of  & 
supply  of  timber  suitable  for  the  pnrpose  of 
flhip-building,  were  very  eaeential  steps.  Unoh 
expense,  he  s^d,  would  l>e  saved  in  carrying 
on  the  building  of  several  ships  together  in  one 
yard,  instead  of  having  them  scattered  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Union.  Timber  might  also  be 
laid  np  to  season  in  this  yard,  so  as  always  to 
be  ready  for  nse ;  for,  he  believed  that  mnoh 
of  the  delay  which  had  attended  the  building 
of  the  ships  now  on  the  slocks,  had  been  owing 
to  the  difficult  which  had  attended  the  prooui^ 
inr  of  proper  timber.  Beddea,  Kr.  H.  said,  ite 
bemf  known  to  foreign  nations,  that  yon  had 
provided  a  dock-yard,  wonld  have  some  wdght ; 
it  would  at  least  have  the  appearance  of  an  in- 
tention of  building  a  Navy. 

With  respect  to  the  purchasing  of  land  doth 
ed  with  live  oak  timber,  he  thought  it  a  very 
desirable  measure.  It  was  well  known  that 
this  timber  was  confined  to  a  few  spots — a  fair 
sea  islands  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  some  small  strips  along  the  sea- 
shore ;  and  in  each  of  these  places  there  were 
only  a  few  trees  of  a  snffioient  nze  for  bidlding 
large  ships.  The  land  npon  which  these  trees 
the  cultivation  of  (»ttan  hod  beui 
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peo^  to  ent  down  the  timber  and  born  it,  for 
the  nke  of  gettixtg  the  land,  and  tliere  wu  no 
«ty  of  ureatiiig  Uib  pnotioe,  bnt  bj  wcnring 
tbb  Und ;  uid  being  ot  to  good  a  quolitj,  when 
Qm  b«ea  were  cnt  down,  it  woold  orababl; 
■d\  for  a  greater  price  than  was  originally  given 
bttt. 

Mr.QuxAsnr  Mwno  connection  between  the 
two  molntion^  which  the  gentleman  who  had 
jMtMt  down  thought  it  neoeeMTj  to  connect 
togrthcT,  The  last  reeohilion  proposed  the 
pnchue  of  land  clothed  with  live  oak;  the 
pRMDt  propoaed  the  ajnyropriation  of  a  sam  of 
xaaoKj  for  poraharing  the  ute  of  a  naval  jard, 
h^  aa  a  fonndation  for  a  Navj.  The  last  went 
aolj  to  the  aeooring  of  timber  for  the  bnilding 
ef  a  Navy,  if  at  any  day  it  sboald  be  tbooght 
iKoe9MTT ;  he  believed  he  should  vote  for  the 
bat,  hut  oertainly  againet  the  first 

They  had  been  told  that  no  commerce  ooold 
ciM  witlioiit  protection,  and  that  that  proteo- 
tkomiut  be  a  Navy;  from  whence  it  would 
follow,  that  if  a  Navy  waa  neceasaiy  to  protect 
eraomerce,  it  mnst  be  a  Kavy  competent  to  vie 
with  tbe  navies  of  other  nations.  He  woold 
hoeaak,  how  gentlemen  drew  their  oonclodon, 
that  eotmneTae  eonld  not  exist  without  tbe  pro- 
tectka  o£  a  Navy,  He  wished  they  would  show 
ften  the  example  of  any  nation  in  Enrope,  or 
from  eor  own  example,  that  commerce  and 
BavicB  bad  gone  hand  in  hand.  There  was  do 
nation,  except  Qreat  Britten,  said  he,  whose 
Navy  had  any  connection  with  commerce.  No 
natioD,  except  Enf^d  and  Holland,  had  more 
to  do  with  commerce  than  this  eonntry,  and 

Ewe  had  no  Navy ;  and  thoogb  for  the  four 
vcare  thia  commerce  had  been  sabject  to 
eoatnmal  depredationa,  it  was  not  exceeded  by 
■nynsiioiL  exo^  the  two  he  had  named.  And 
ff  du7  lodted  to  Enrope,  they  wonld  find  there 
waa  no  connection  betwem  navlea  and  com- 
mencL  YboKisk  and  Swden  bad  oonmderable 
navlM,  bnt  lidle  commerce;  whilst  Holland, 
whose  Navy  waa  by  no  means  large,  ranked 
next  to  England  with  respect  to  oommerce. 
Hambor^  he  add,  was  one  of  tbe  first  commer- 
cial Btatea  tn  Europe,  yet  she  had  no  Navy. 
Kaviee,  he  said,  were  tiie  instrmnents  of  power, 
■ate  calonlated  to  annoy  the  trade  of  other 
mticDB  than  to  protect  that  of  the  nation  to 
^M)  they  belong. 

Bat  there  waa  another  position  whicib  be 
(boold  t^ro  in  oppoiation  to  gentlemen  who 
sapported  the  creation  of  a  Navy,  viz;  that 
hinrever  naeftil  or  derirable  a  Navy  might  b& 
tUi  ooontry  was  not  equal  to  tbe  support  of 
oae.  Te  might  have  two  or  three  frigates  in- 
deed, bat,  when  he  said  we  coolil  not  support  a 
Navy,  be  meant  to  say  we  ooold  not  support 
soeb  a  Nary  as  ahoold  cUm  reqwot^  in  the 
tenaa  which  thoee  gentlemen  qkoke  of  it;  snoh 
M  being  an  object  of  terror  tofla^ignnat' 

If  th^  calcoloted  what  the  three  Mgatw 

eoit,  oauidered  Uie  acan^  manner  In  which 
thfa  toontiT  was  peopled,  onr  inaUlity  to  raise 
mj  werj  largo  nreaaa,  and  the  high  prioe  of 


labor,  the  truth  of  this  asaertion  wonld  appeat 
evident 

Again,  if  such  a  Navy  were  created,  how  waa 
it  to  be  manned!  He  wished  gentlemen  to 
point  out  any  mode  in  which  a  Navy  conld  be 
manned  in  this  country  without  having  reoonne 
to  the  abominable  praotioe  of  impressment  If 
tbe  nations  of  Europe  foond  it  impoeaible  to 
man  their  fieets  without  having  recooraa  to 
these  violent  means,  he  believed  it  wonld  be 
impoenble,  withoot  breaking  down  those  bar- 
riers which  secnred  the  liberty  of  every  dtinn, 
to  man  a  Navy  in  this  coootry. 

Perhaps  be  might  be  asked,  if  we  were,  then, 
to  be  left  withoot  protection!  He  thongbt 
there  were  means  of  protection  which  aroae 
from  our  peculiar  Hitoation,  and  that  we  ooght 
not  to  borrow  institutions  from  other  nations 
for  which  we  were  not  fit.  If  oor  commeroe 
bad  increased,  notwithstanding  its  want  of  pro- 
tection ;  if  we  had  a  greater  number  of  aeamen 
than  any  other  nation,  except  England,  this,  he 
thongbt,  pointed  out  the  way  in  wMoh  com- 
merce ooght  to  be  protected.  The  fact  was, 
that  onr  only  mode  of  warfore  agalnat  European 
nations  at  sea,  was  bv  putting  oor  seamen  oa 
board  privateers,  and  covering  the  aea  with 
them ;  these  woold  annoy  their  trade,  and  die- 
tren  them  more  than  any  other  mode  of  de- 
fence ^e  could  adopL* 

MoKSAT,  Febrnaty  18. 
Furehait  of  Lite  Oai  LancU. 

Hr.  Hakpxk  s«d,  that  though  the  Hoose  had 
declined  coming  to  a  resolution  to  aothorize  the 
PaaeiDXHT  to  purchase  certain  tands  in  Georgia, 
clothed  with  live  oak  and  red  cedar  timber,  aa  a 
reserve  for  fbture  naval  pnrpoeee,  yet  there 
seemed  to  be  a  disposition  to  caose  an  inqoiiy 
to  be  made  on  the  subject  He  therefbre  pro- 
posed a  reeolntion  to  the  Honse  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

"  Raohti,  That  tha  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
be  anthoiiied  and  mqoMted  to  eaoM  to  be  made  and 
repOfted  to  thit  Hotua  a*  eariy  as  may  be  ■Iter  Q» 
mseting  of  the  usxt  MadoD  of  CoDgreu,  aa  In^ao- 
tion  of  lands  ttamiibed  with  live  oak  and  led  oodar 
timber,  wlUi  tbe  rslstivs  sdvantagei  of  dUfereat 
ntoatioDs  with  reject  to  tiwlr  fimei*  tat  naval  pm^ 
poMs,  and  tba  laM  at  which  porchaHs  m^  tie 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

John  is  NrnffliUle. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Mamsov,  the  Hoose  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
tbe  following  report  of  the  oommittee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Anna  de  Neof- 
viUe,  widow  of  John  de  Nenfville,  deceased. 
They  report— 

"TbstdMMTTloeaaadMciificMaf  the  i^  John 


•Tb«  gntX  ami  p 
MDdbls  otaiM,  bf  pnpodv  to  tta*  UslUd  BtMa  to  iboUik 
prlTiltailBt 
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de  Neufnlle  to  Um  United  SUte«,  daring  tile  war  of 
ibar  ReTolntion,  n  «tatod  io  the  aaid  ntemoml,  lod 
voncbei]  by  the  teWJinonie*  herawith  reported,  con- 
idtate  a  reuonable  clum,  in  liehalf  of  hia,  it  present, 
Tery  dutreand  widav  mad  childim,  on  tie  justice  of 
the  United  States.  That  it  twipg  impoHible,  from 
varioiui  aod  peculiar  circnrnrtancei  incident  to  tlie 
•errice*  rendered,  to  aaccrttua  and  liqoidate  the  com- 
penution  dTie  into  ■  preciie  nam,  it  is  necesBarj  for 
Coi^reu  to  decide  on  and  provide  for  sach  allow- 
•IK«  0*  Inaj  be  deemed  eqnitable  and  rigbt.  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  earn  of  three 
thoDsaad  dollan  majr  be  *  proper  oUowaace.  Thsf 
therefore  pnpoee  the  following  resolotioa : 

"Baolvtd,  Thst  proviiion  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  far  granting  to  the  widow  and  two  children  of 
Johji  de  Xeaffille,  the  inm  of  three  thouiaud  dol- 
lar^ to  be  eqaallj  divided  among  them." 

Thia  report  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  HiB- 
PBB,  W.  Smith,  Swaswiok,  Havbhs,  Hkath, 
TnATOKKH,  VAfiSTM,  and  BoTHKHFonD.  They 
stated  tbnt  the  hneband  of  the  petitioner,  John 
de  Neofrille,  was  aa  eminent  merduinf.  at 
Amsterdam ;  that  he  was  an  infltiential  charac- 
ter there,  and,  at  an  early  period  of  oar  Revo- 
tnfionarj  war,  entered  with  great  zeal  into  the 
interests  of  America;  that,  meeting  with  Ur. 
William  Lee,  the  Commissioner  of  the  United 
States,  he  endeavored  to  bring  about  a  treaty 
between  the  United  Netherlande  and  the  United 
Stotea,  which  being  discovered  by  the  British, 
Uiat  Conrt  used  ita  influence  with  the  Qovem- 
meat  of  that  conntry  to  harass  and  drive  him 
<nit  of  tlie  conntry ;  that  during  hia  rewdence 
at  Amsterdam,  hia  honse  was  a  constant  asylnm 
for  American  citizens;  that  he  had  made  large 
advances  in  money  for  the  service  of  the  United 
6tat«B,  which  obliged  him  to  extend  his  credit 
beyond  what  was  warranted  by  the  regnlar 
ooarse  of  trade,  and  a  failore  in  the  payment  of 
which  (owine  to  the  embarraased  circnmstancea 
of  the  United  States  at  that  time)  had  greatly 
iiynred  bimjiind  left  him  to  the  mere;  of  his 
creditors.  The  conseqnence  was,  he  was  re- 
doced  from  afflbence  to  poverty  at  an  advanced 
period  of  life.  Borne  years  ago  he  arrived  at 
B<>aton  with  his  wife  uid  two  children,  where 
he  snbsisted  in  a  very  hnmble  manner  npon  the 
bounty  of  his  friends  in  Holland ;  those  friends 
having,  by  the  reverses  occasoned  by  theSevo- 
Intion,  been  much  ii^nred  in  their  property, 
conld  HfTord  him  bnt  a  scanty  pittance ;  but  Mr. 
de  Neufville  being  dead,  the  petitioner  was  de- 
prived of  thia  assistanoe ;  and,  to  add  to  her  re- 
peated misfortnnes,  the  son  of  her  late  hnsband, 
from  their  mnltiplied  sufferings,  had  been  de- 
prived of  his  reason.  Under  thia  presanre  of 
grievances,  the  petitioner  was  come  from  Bos- 
ton to  I^  her  cose  befbre  Congress,  and  pray 
relief.  This  peculiarly  distreasing  case  was 
BDpported  with  great  zeal  and  feeling  by  its  ad- 
vocatea,  porticnlarly  by  Mr.  Eabpkb. 

The  claim  was  oppoied  by  Ueesre.  OoiT, 
Swift,  and  NtOBOUB.  An  application,  it  Becms, 
was  made  by  Ur.  de  Neofvillc,  dnring  hia  Ufe- 1 
time,  for  redreffi;  npon  which  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  State  CUr.  Jbfpebsok)  reported.    This  I 


[Fi»Bu*«T,  17BT 

report,  after  stating  all  the  facte  npon  which  lb* 
claim  was  founded,  gave  it  aa  hia  opinion,  that 
the  petitioner  hod  no  real  claim  on  the  United 
SlAtes.  This  report,  it  seems,  bod  never  been 
acted  upon.  The  reading  of  it,  as  well  as  of  all 
the  docaments  relative  to  thia  claim,  was  called 

-,  and  they  were  accordingly  read.  The  op- 
posers  of  this  claim  acknowledged  the  distressed 
situation  of  the  petitioner,  bnt  denied  the  joitice 
of  her  claim  npon  the  United  States;  the  treaty 
which  Mr.  de  Nenfville  proposed  to  enter  into 
with  Mr.  Lee,  they  snppc«ed,  was  a  treaty 
which  he  believed  would  prove  beuefloial  to  hia 
conntry,  and  not  to  the  United  States:  that 
there  were  many  claims  in  our  own  country 
from  persons  who  had  been  injnred  by  the  war, 
the  justice  of  which  was  less  equivocal,  and  the 
distress  at  least  equal.  Mr.  Niobol&s  said,  a 
few  days  ago  only,  a  poor  man,  whose  health 
had  been  so  mnch  imp^red  in  the  war,  that  he 
waa  unable  to  earn  his  living,  bad  applied  to 
him  to  bring  his  case  before  Congress,  yet,  aa 
the  penaion  law  affords  no  relief  to  any  person, 
except  he  had  been  wounded,  he  was  obliged  to 
inform  him  that  he  conid  do  nothing  for  bim. 
There  were  mnltitudes  of  such  instances,  equally 
distressing  with  the  present,  to  which  no  relief 
conld  be  afforded. 

Mr.  Thatobbb  moved  to  have  the  three  thou- 
sand dollars  strack  out,  and  five  inserted.  This 
was  negatived — 45  to  87;  but  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to  as  reported — yeas  63,  nays  25. 

TsuBBDAT,  February  16. 
John  0.  Symmet. 

Mr.  QAU.ATiir  sidd,  a  report  had  been  mode 
upon  the  contract  between  John  0.  Sytnmes 
and  bis  associates,  and  the  United  States,  which 

was  of  importance  to  pass  into  a  law  this 
scsdon,  as  the  object  was  four  hundred  thonssnd 
acres  of  land,  which  was  worth  about  ei^t 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  snlject,  when 
the  report,  which  was  very  long,  having  b«n 
read,  the  committee  agreed  to  the  resolution 
reported,  which  was  in  the  following  words : 

"JhntBtd,  That  a  committee  be  ^^intsd  to 
bring  in  ■  hill  to  authorize  Qm  PreiideDt  <tf  the  Doi- 
ted States  to  grant,  in  fee  simplo,  to  John  C.  Symmet 
and  hii  associates,  that  port  of  a  tract  of  land,  the 
boundnriea  whereof  are  asctrtaiaed  tiy  a  mrrey  eM- 
cated  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
'  An  act  for  sacertatning  the  boands  of  a  tract  of 
Und  porchaied  by  J.  C.  Symmes,'  and  retnmed  to 
tbe  TVeaanry  Department  ue  KHh  of  January,  1794, 
which  is  not  inelnded  within  the  bonnda  of  a  grant 
already  made,  on  September  8,  1794,  to  the  said  J. 
C.  Symmes  and  his  aiaociatei;  eireptingand  reserv 
ing  oat  of  the  luue  the  lots  raMrved  by  the  original 
contract,  enteied  into  between  the  United  States  and 
the  said  Symmes  and  hia  aasoctates;  provided  that 
tha  aaid  Sjmmei  and  his  aasocialai  ihmll  iKivioasIf, 
in  conformity  to  tJie  terms  of  the  ctflginsi  contract, 
make  the  requisite  payment  for  the  trmot  to  be  graiib- 
I  cd  to  them,  and  Ibr  the  47,S25  aorei,  part  of  tha 
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pint  abewl?  mmde  to  tham  on  tlw  30th  Septembor, 
179*,  tta  wUch  tbey  hare  not  jet  paid  any  conaid*- 
ntioD ;  and  prorided,  mlao,  that  the  towmhip  reserr- 
ed  for  an  Academj  shall  hsTS  tMen  prerianalf  laid 
ttf  and  Kcored,  mccordiug  to  tbs  tenni  of  the  con- 
fnet,  and  of  the  reaoluHans  and  law  of  CougiBU 
telatiTB  theietfx" 

TsoDAT,  Febrnarr  17. 

In^reoM  of  IhitUt. 

BBomi  BusAB. 

Hi.  W.  Smith  said,  the  proposed  increase,  it 

WIS  calculated,  would  raiee  110,000  dolioTB,  and 

w  the  article  was  not  liable  to  be  amnggled,  nor 

its  coDBomptJoii  to  be  decrea>ed,  it  would  be  a 

ocrtain,  and  he  tbongbt,  an  eligible  tax. 

Hr.  Holland  had  no  donbt  bnt  this  tax 
vonld  aagmeot  the  revenue ;  but  he  knew  alsa 
that  it  would  fall  more  upon  the  poor  than 
vpoa  the  rich,  and  he  thonght  the;  ought  not 
to  add  to  their  bardena.  He  thought  there  were 
other  articles  which  would  bear  some  addition, 
but  either  brown  sugar  or  salt  would  be  much 
ftlt.  If  the;  stadied  tb^  which  would  be  bur- 
densome, here  tbej  might  fix,  bnt  he  hoped  this 
waa  not  the  principle.  !Bf  advonciag  an  arti- 
cle £0  nnlTeraall;  \ued,  a  rise  of  labor  (already 
too  high)  most  natorall;  follow. 

Mr.  KircHELL  believed  the  rich  and  opulent 
woold  bear  their  portion  of  this  tax  as  well  as 
tlte  poor,  aa  it  wocild  fall  npon  fine  sugar  as  well 
asnpon  brown.  It  would  therefore  be  paid  in 
{Ktiportion  to  the  sugar  naed,  and  would  fkll  as 
cqoall;  aa  anj  other  tax  which  could  be  laid. 

In  this  instAnce,  Mr.  E.  said,  gentlemen 
Beeawd  apprehennve  of  the  poor  beuring  too 
gnu  a  part  of  the  bnrden  ;  but,  if  the  direct 
tai  OD  land  nvere  to  take  place,  woald  it  not, 
be  aaked,  fi^  much  heavier  npon  the  poor  than 
a  tax  on  aoRar  t  He  believed  it  would-  since 
the  poor  who  held  lands  would  be  called  upon 
to  pay  thMT  portion  of  it,  whilst  the  rich  who 
held  DO  lands,  if  onld  escape  it.  He,  therefore, 
thought  this  a  far  preferable  tax. 

Ur.  DxaBBOKN  said,  if  further  revenoe  was 
neoessary,  he  could  not  conceive  any  article 
■which  wotild  bear  an  advance  of  doty  better 
tbta  tba  one  proposed.  The  present  duty,  he 
•aid,  was  one  and  a  half  cent  a  pound,  and 
could  it  be  snpposed  that  to  lay  an  additional 
half  c«nt  upon  it,  conid  make.moch  difference 
to  Sie  eonanmer,  or  that  it  wonld  ever  be  felt, 
oc  that,  at  the  end  of  a  vear,  it  would  be  di&- 
cofcred  whether  one  and  a  titdf  or  two  cents 
ivtj  bad  been  paid  npon  a  pound  of  sngar  I 
B«  should  have  no  objeation,  instead  of  h^  a 
Cent,  10  lay  aa  additional  cent  upon  this  article. 
In  viriong  parta  of  the  country,  brown  sugar 
"■ai  retailed  at  &om  19  to  20  cents  a  pound, 
tbe  price  being  mnch  increased  from  the  pres- 
Rit  distressed-  situation  of  the  West  Indies.  But 
■bey  wonld  find  sngar  of  the  same  quality  sell- 
io;  in  one  place  for  13,  in  another  for  14  or  IS 
nuts;  therefore,  whether  the  duty,  was  one  or 
t'o  oeiila,  he  did  not  think  it  woald  be  felt  bj 
uy  body.    It  was  troe,  that  it  was  an  article 


nsed  by  the  middling  and  lower  classes  of  the 
people ;  bat  the  tax  falling  npon  fine  as  well  as 
brown  sugar,  all  parts  of  the  community  would 
bear  an  equal  share  in  the  burden. 

Ur.  WiLLUJu  moved  to  strike  ont  the  half 
cent,  and  insert  a  cenL  It  appeared  to  him 
that  such  an  advance  could  not  materially  affect 
the  eonsomer.  The  people,  it  was  true,  might 
nae  less ;  bnt,  if  they  did  so,  as  it  was  an  article 
of  luxury,  every  pound  of  sngar  less  which  was 
conaumed,  would  be  of  benmt  to  the  coantrj", 
by  keeping  the  money  which  it  cost  in  a  foreicn 
market  at  home.  Bnt  he  did  not  believe  that 
this  would  be  the  cose ;  or  that  the  proposed 
additional  doty  would  increase  the  price  of  la- 
bor, 08  bod  been  suggested.  He  behevod  the 
price  of  labor  wonld  be  regulated  by  the  price 
which  the  farmer  was  enabled  to  get  for  hia 
prodnoe.  Whatever  the  fanner  conld  afford  to 
give  hia  laborer  (especially  in  tliis  country  where 
a^cnlture  is  the  true  interest)  would  fix  the 
price  of  all  other  labor. 

Mr.  Holland  said,  perhaps  the  constituents 
of  the  gentleman  last  np  might  mannfactore 
their  own  sngar,  and  therefore  would  not  be 
affected  by  this  tax ;  bnt  tbe  greater  part  of  his 
constituents  were  obliged  to  use  and  pnrchase 
their  sugar  J  and  if  it  were  a  luxury,  it  waa  one 
he  did  not  wish  to  deprive  them  of,  bat  that 
they  might  have  it  npon  tbe  same  terms  as 
nsnaL  He  looked  opon  it  aa  a  necessary  of  life, 
already  at  too  high  a  price,  and  he  should, 
therefore,  oppose  any  advance  of  duty  npon  it; 

Mr.  OALLATnr  aaJd,  he  and  his  constituents 
were  in  the  same  situation  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Wiluaub)  and  his  constit- 
Dents.  They  mannfaotured  almost  the  whole 
of  their  own  sngar ;  very  little  imported  angar 
was  used ;  indeed,  they  sometdmes  exported  su- 
gar; bnt  though  this  reason  seemed  to  act 
pretty  powerfully  upon  the  gentleman  ^m 
New  York,  it  wonld  not  have  tbe  same  effect 
npon  him.  'Whenever  a  measure  operated  par^ 
tially  upon  other  parls  of  the  TJniou,  though  it 
might  operate  in  favor  of  his  constituents,  he 
should  feel  himself  in  duty  bound  to  oppose  it. 
On  the  ground  of  their  b^g  Representatives 
of  the  whole  Umon,  as  well  as  on  the  groond 
of  policy,  he  did  not  believe  it  was  right  to  en- 
deavor to  throw  a  bnrden  upon  one  part  of  tie 
Cuion,  because  the  port  in  which  they  were 
most  particularly  mterested,  wonld  escape  it. 
He  hoped  tbe  amendment  would  be  r^ected, 
and  after  the  sense  of  the  committee  ^ould 
have  been  taken  upon  it,  he  also  wonld  move 
an  amendment.  At  preeetit,  brown  sugar  paid 
one  and  a  half  cent  a  pound  duty,  and  molasses 
three  cents  per  gallon.  He  should,  therefore, 
i  to  have  an  additional  cent  laid  upon  mo- 
i,  in  order  that  the  two  articles  might  be 
increased  in  the  same  proportion.  He  was 
against  any  increase  at  present;  but  if  the  duty 
on  one  article  waa  increased,  the  other  ought 
also  to  be  increased. 

Mr,  WiLLiAicB  observed,  that  he  had  e^  the 
people  in  the  part  of  the  country  Itota  whence 
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he  came,  made  their  own  mgti  during  the  war ; 
if  tbey  were  to  nutke  it  now,  it  wonld  coat  them 
more  than  donhle  the  price  at  which  they  might 
pnrchase  it^  He  swd,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Fennsjlvaoia  (Ur.  QAU^im)  fonnd  the  land 
tax  wM  not  likel;  to  pass,  he  wished  to  defeat  ev- 
ery proposition  for  an  indirect  tax.  He  had  at- 
tempteo,  therefore,  to  defeat  an  additional  tax 
on  angar,  by  propiMiiig  to  add  molaasea  to  Qie 
reaolntion.  He  did  not  think  this  fair-  he 
wished  every  propodtion  to  stand  ppon  its  own 
gronsd.  A  few  days  ago  that  gentleman  had 
iDmsted  upon  the  necessity  of  laying  a  direct 
tax ;  bnt  now  he  came  forward,  and  eaxi  no  ad- 
ditional revenae  was  wanting.  He  wished  not 
to  have  a  compolaory  tax,  bnt  a  tax  which  per- 
eons  might  pay  or  not  If  the?  did  not  like  to 
p^  the  tax  on  eu^,  they  might  do  withoat  it. 
Mr.  OooPEB  said  he  was  against  any  addi- 
tlonal  dnty  on  salt  or  sugar,  thongh  be  and  hia 
constitnenia  (as  well  as  his  colleague  and  his 
oonstitaentB)  shonld  bear  no  part  of  the  bnrden, 
as  they  made  not  only  snSdent  for  themselves, 
but  for  sale.  Indeed,  he  said,  a  dnty  on  Bait  ex- 
ported out  of  the  United  States,  wonld  prodnce 
revenne,  as  a  considerable  quantity  was  sent 
into  Upp^  Canada. 

Ur.  Wnxiucs  denied  that  his  oonatltaents 
made  any  salt ;  they  had  no  salt  bnt  what  pud 
dnty ;  nor  did  his  constituenta  make  one-fourth 
of  the  angar  they  used ;  nor  did  he  believe  hia 
oolleagae'a  (Ur.  Coopek's)  constituents  made 
one-half  of  the  sa^  they  nsed,  as  be  well  knew 
that  a  large  qnantity  of  sngar  was  sent  U>  that 
disbict  by  way  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Read  hoped  the  amendment  wonld  ob- 
tain. AlthoQgh  snch  persona  aa  Uved  at  a  di»- 
tanoe  ftom  market  mannfactored  their  own  su- 
gar, and  conaeqnently  wonld  be  excnsed  Irom 
this  dnty,  yet  tney  labored  under  maoy  disad- 
vantages in  other  remwcte,  on  acoonnt  of  their 
Temctenew  from  market,  and  therefore  he  bad 
no  oMectJon  to  their  being  excnsed  from  the 
operation  of  thia  tax.  He  did  not  l)elieve  this 
'  tai  on  sngar  wonld  fall  apon  poor  persons. 
Farmers,  indeed,  nsed  a  little  brown  sngar^  bnt 
they  wonld  rather  pav  a  little  more  for  this  ar- 
ticle ttian  have  their  land  taxed. 

Mr.  Oi-AiBOBNi  waa  ag^nst  the  amendment. 
If  an  additional  doty  of  one  oent  waa  l^d  npcn 
brown  angar,  the  dioerent  dealers  woidd  make 
It  tiiree  or  fonr,  so  that  It  wonld  be  materially 
felt. 

Mr.  OauAinr  then  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
BOlntion,  by  adding  an  adiUlional  oent  per  gal- 
lon npon  molaaaes.  At  present  the  anty  on 
brown  sugar  was  one  and  a  half  oent  per  poond, 
and  on  molaasee  three  cents  per  gaUon.  The 
advance  of  S3  per  cent,  on  tiie  present  duty 
wonld  be  the  same  that  had  been  ap-eed  t  ' 
laid  npon  sugar. 

Mr.  SwAjfWTOK  seoonded  the  motion.  The 
only  way  in  which  the  tax  on  brown  sngar 
conld  be  secnred  was  by  advancing  the  doty  on 
molasses  in  the  same  proportion,  otherwise  mo- 
laasea would  be  nsed  m  tne  place  of  angar,  and 
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the  dnty  wonld  be  evaded.    Bnt  he  wonld  hav« 

leraen  consider  in  what  sitaatioo  ther  placed 

revenne  in  respect  to  drawbackg.    The  per- 

who  paid  the  dnty  was  probably  not  the 

same  who  drew  the  drawback  on  exportation : 

the  United  States  mn  the  risk,  therefore,  of 

paying  the  drawtiack,  withont  receiving  the 

doty.    Thongh  he  thooght  the  tax  on  angar 

highly  ol^ectionable^  yet  if  it  were  adopt«d,  he 

thought  It  rif^ht  that  it  shonld  be  accompanied 

b^  a  proportionate  tax  on  molaasee  aa  a  secn- 

-*7  to  the  duty  bring  pud.    One  cent  a  ponnd 

sugar,  it  was  said,  was  a  trifle ;  but  it  was 

well  known  *hat  the  price  of  that  article  was 

at  present  veij  exorl'tant,  from  the  disorders 

which  had  taken  place  in  the  West  Indies. 

Mr,  NioiA  us  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  agreed  to.  His  prindpal  objection  to  a  tax 
on  sngar  was,  because,  having  been  snooesafol 
in  m^ing  one  Litdition,  it  would  be  an  arga- 
ment  for  making  fhtnra  ones,  bnt  if  molaasee 
was  added  to  it,  the  tax  would  then  fall  mora 
[oally  on  the  poor  of  different  parta  of  the 
□ion,  and  be  a  means  of  keeping  down  the  tax. 
Mr.  Buck  sud,  if  be  thought  the  advocatM 
of  this  amendment  wonld  vote  for  the  resolntion 
when  amended,  he  might  be  indaoed  to  vot« 
it;  bnt  he  believed  they  did  not  mean  to 
a.  If  an  increase  of  the  dnty  on  brown  su- 
gar wonld  fall  npon  the  poorer  class  of  the  peo- 
ple, BO  additional  dnty  on  molasses  wonld  tail 
mochheavier  npon  tiiem.  Bnt  he  thoQght  gen- 
tlemen wore  mktaken  with  respect  to  the  op- 
eration of  the  tax  on  brown  sugar;  in  the  oonn- 
try  it  would  not  tail  npon  the  poor,  thongh  in 
the  cities  it  mi^t  do  so ;  thongh  in  increadng 
the  du^  on  brown  angar,  that  on  fine  was  also 
increased.  In  the  oonntry  it  waa  the  rich  who 
nsed  brown  sugar ;  they  had  not  got  to  that 
pitch  of  refinement  which  called  for  the  use  of 
fine  sugar;  they  used  brown  sngar,  and  the 
poor  used  none ;  they  sweetened  with  molasaecL 
Notwithstanding  thia,  if  he  thooght  gendemea 
meant  to  vote  for  the  resolution  when  amended, 
he  would  not  object  to  the  addition  on  mo- 
laasea, SB  he  did  not  think  so  small  an  advance 
wonld  be  materially  felt. 

Mr.  BnTBESFosD  hoped  tiiey  should  not  agree 
to  lay  an  additional  dnty  on  either  of  these  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  He  hoped  there  was  snffident 
good  sense  in  the  House  t«  oppose  such  a  me»- 
sure.  They  were  nsed  by  all  dasses,  from  the 
infbnt  to  the  stoutest  man;  particnlaiiy  l^ 
many  poor,  infirm,  aged  persons,  who  looked 
npon  uiem  as  nntxitions  and  balmy  uonrisb- 
menta.  He  hoped,  therefore,  they  would  not 
increase  the  price  of  thoee  artides;  for,  if  an 
additional  cent  was  added,  the  deakrs  wonld 
add  two,  three,  or  fonr  cents,  which  would  be 
more  than  the  poor  ooold  afford  to  pay  §at 

Mr.  GHBisrm  believed  the  gentieman  from 
Pennsvlvonia  meant,  by  the  introdoction  of  thia 
amendment,  to  defeat  the  tax  on  sogar  alto- 
gether ;  he  shonld,  therefore,  vote  against  this 
amendment ;  bat  if  the  additional  tax  on  sngar 
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ihDold  be  carried,  and  the  sdiUtloiial  tuc  on  mo- 
laeees  slioold  be  inbodnood  alone,  he  would  vote 
for  it,  but  he  wonld  not  vote  for  them  together. 
He  did  not  think  the  tax  on  sogar  wonld  fall 
npon  the  poor,  particnlsrlj  U  Sne  sugar  voold 
be  taxed  eqQallv  with  tlie  brown.  He  thought 
it  was  H  Cur  object  of  taxation.  He  believed 
tbejahonldwantreTenne,  and  he  did  not  know 
■Q  artide  frcta  which  it  conld  be  better  raised. 
Mr.  FniDUiT  waa  at  a  loa  to  know  how  a  tax 
tat  molasBea  would  operate ;  but  his  doubts  bad 
b«en  removed  bj  the  gentleman  fi-om  Vermont, 
(Mr.  BccK,)  who  bad  informed  them  it  was  Qsed 
bj  tb«  poor  in  place  of  brown  sagar.    In  manj 

Ks  ot  PennsflTania  molasses  was  scaroelj 
wn,  and  brown  sugar  waa  generally  used  by 
the  poor ;  i^  therefore,  the  same  class  of  persons 
in  one  part  of  the  conntry  nsed  molaaBM  for  the 
tame  pnrpoae  for  which  brown  sngar  was  nsed 
in  other  parts,  it  was  only  rettsonable  that  both 
dMHild  be  taxed  in  the  same  proportion. 

His  coUeagne  (Mr.  Qxu^rcs)  had  mentioned 
that  hia  conatitnents  would  not  pay  any  of  this 
tu,  as  the;  mttde  tlieir  own  sngar.  It  was  so 
witiiapart  of  his  omstitnenta,  hnt  not  with  the 
vh<^.  As  it  would  be  mtinst  to  pass  one  tax 
withoot  the  other,  lie  shonld  be  in  &Tor  of  the 


i,  it  had  been  charged 
apinat  him,  that  he  bad  introdoced  his  amend- 
ment with  a  view  to  defeat  the  tax  on  sngar. 
He  had  already  said  that  he  did  not  wish  for 
any  indirect  tax  dnring  the  present  season ;  bnt, 
at  the  same  time,  he  considered  it  hia  dntv,  if  a 
Bugority  ahonld  choose  to  paaa  the  resomtion, 
to  make  it  as  good  as  ponible  before  he  Tot«d 
against  it,  for  this  pnrpoae  he  had  introdnced 
Mt  anundmeot.  n'henever  the  dntj  on  angar 
I,  that  on  molasses  shomd  also  be 
With  req>eot  to  what  had  been  said 
about  the  duty  on  brown  aogar  not  Ming  npon 
the  poor,  U  waa  oontradicted  by  the  quantity 
every  year  imported  into  the  United  States. 
Vbea  tbey  knew  that  this  omonnted  to  twenty- 
two  milUoDe  ttf  ponnda  wrig^t,  they  must  oon- 
dade  that  it  waa  nsed  by  the  poor  aa  well  as 
the  rich ;  for  thoogh  the  Eastern  States  used  a 
great  detal  of  molasses,  it  was  not  the  case  in 
tbe  lOddle,  Sonthem,  and  Western  Stales;  aU 
elasaoa  of  dtizene  in  those  States  nsed  sugar. 
The  voting  for  the  amendment  now  was  the 
aam*  «  voting  for  it  ia  any  other  shape.  It 
waa  doing  now  what  wonld  be  done  hereafter, 
if  DOW  omitted.  There  was  nothing  informal 
in  iL  Ha  aaw  no  reason  which  could  be  urged 
tx  one  taking  place,  which  wonld  not  eqnaJly 
hold  with  reii>ect  to  the  other. 

Mr.  BwAKwiOE  thondit  that  those  gentlemen 
who  siqwrated  the  artialee  of  sugar  and  molasaea, 
would  wish  to  defittt  tbe  object ;  thus  it  was 
with  tha  nsitleman  laat  up.  This  waa  intro- 
doced with  a  view  of  seonring  the  collection. 
Mr.  S.  said  be  had  before  stated  the  injury  the 
raited  States  ml^t  sustain  in  case  of  a  Mure 
of  p«  Iram  thB  imported,  and  need  not  repeat 
dkathe  otfjeetad  iia  Mo  to  the t«x. 


Mr.  Birax  asked  If,  when  on  the  question  on 
tb6reeolnlion,(ifadopted,)aseparate  vote  conld 
be  drent  He  was  acswerea  no.  Then  be 
wonld  observe  to  the  gentleman  that,  if  it  could 
not  be  separated,  he  hoped  it  wonld  not  be  in- 
trodnced, it  having  been  sud  the  .duty  on  sugar 
would  operate  on  the  poor;  now,  he  said,  here 
was  an  artide  introdnced  with  it  that  would 
operate  worse  than  the  other;  therefore,  he 
should  oppose  both,  if  pnt  together,  when,  if 
separated,  he  should  have  vot^  for  the  tax  on 
molflssea  alone,  as  sngar  waa  a  great  means  of 
sustenance  and  use. 

The  Chairman  ag(^  remarked  (in  referenoe 
to  what  had  fallen  &om  Mr.  W.  SiaxB)  that  the 
amendment  was  in  order,  thongh  he  did  not 
think  it  the  moat  fdr  way  of  introducing  the 
BuMeot 

Hr.  Gallatdt  oonte'ved  that  he  was  the  best 
Judge  of  the  fainUM  of  his  proceedings;  and  as 
the  Chairman  had  declared  the  amendment  to 
be  in  order,  he,expeoted  a  question  would  be 
taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  N1CH01.AB  b^^ed  leave  to  differ  in  opin- 
ion from  the  Chair  in  this  Instance,  though  he 
must  own  mnch  deference  was  dne  to  It:  he 
thought  the  proceedings  perfectly  fair.  Mr.  N. 
wonld  vote  for  this,  ia  order  to  have  the  two 
connected;  that  gentleman  oonld  now  vote 
against  the  addition  of  molasses,  then  he  would 
have  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  sugar  alone. 
He  shonld  wish  it  extended  to  both  alike.  The 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bcos)  was  mistaken  in  his  ^»- 
plication  on  this  subject ;  it  was  not  taxing  the 
sustenance  of  the  poor  in  one  article  more  than 
another,  for  the  sngar  would  most  affect  one 
part,  jet  molaseea  wonld  as  mnch  afibct  another ; 
ne,  therefore^  hoped,  if  gentlemen  wished  fair 
and  equal  taxation,  umt  this  association  wonld 
take  place;  this  equalization  would  ip  to  pre- 
vent any  oppodtion  to  the  tax,  which  would 
otherwise  lie  hazarded. 

Mr.  Bnox  was  eatiafled  with  this  explanation; 
therefore,  supponug  gentlemen  who  supported 
the  amendment  wonld  vote  for  both,  according 
to  this  mo^cation,  he  shonld  go  with  them ; 
if  not,  he  should  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dattok  (the  Speaker)  said,  he  did  not 
rise  to  speak  to  uie  pomt  of  order ;  he  consider- 
ed that  OS  already  settled  by  the  Chairman. 
Zverv  member,  he  said,  ag^nst  laying  an  addi- 
tions! tax  npon  molasaea,  wonld,  of  oonrw^ 
vote  against  the  amendment ;  and  all  thoee  who 
had  no  objection  to  the  tax,  but  who  did  not 
wish  it  to  be  thus  introduced,  of  whom  he  found 
there  was  not  a  few,  might  Join  them,  as,  aftw 
the  additional  tax  on  sugar  was  agreed  to,  that 
on  molassee  might  be  again  introduced. 

Mr,  B.  BitiTH  said,  he  hod  some  donbt  befbre 
the  last  gentieman  was  np,  of  the  proprie^  of 
tacking  meee  two  articlee  t^ether,  bnt  now  h« 
had  none.  One  part  of  the  Union,  he  supposed, 
would  be  for  voting  ont  molasses :  bnt  his  con- 
stitnents  wonld  not  like  the  tax  on  angar,  except 
It  was  accompanied  with  that  on  molasaee ;  u 
a  tntfjeot  of  sweetening  he  thought  they  ahonld 
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boUi  gu  together,  Mr.  8,  said,  ho  had  another 
article  of  sweetening,  which  he  wished  also 
add  to  the  resolution:  great  qnantilieg  of 
gar-cand^  were  mannfcctured  in  KoUand  and 
sent  all  over  Germany;  it  was  need  with  tea 
and  coffee,  in  the  place  of  sngar.  Tliis  arti- 
cle, he  gaid,  was  finding  its  way  among  the  Ger- 
mans in  this  country.  At  present  it  only  paid 
adnty  of  10  per  cent.  otiMforiWi,  which  was  a 
very  inadequate  duty,  when  compared  with  that 

K'aoD  sugar.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  against  gc- 
_  into  the  sutject  of  indirect  taxes,  but  he 
thoQglit  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  that  it  was  his  duly  to  make 
the  resolution  as  good  as  he  could.  Nothing 
had  heen  said  to  prove  that  we  had  not  revenue 
enough  for  the  pre^ntj  but  ho  would,  how- 
ever, move  to  add  nine  cents  a  pound  upon 
nger-candy  imported. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  agreed  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasurv,  that  sugar  was  amongst  the  most 
proper  articles  upon  which  to  lay  an  additional 
impost;  bnt  he  wished  for  some  permanent 
source  of  revenoe,  and  not  adopt  the  triaing 
modes  proposed.  Gentlemen  talked  of  deceiv- 
ing the  people ;  he  said  thoy  eonid  not  be  deceiv- 
ed ;  they  would  know  there  were  two  parties 
in  that  House,  the  one  for  direct,  the  other  for 
indirect  taxes.  Those  gentlemen  who  were  op- 
posed to  direct  taies  brought  forward  ttiese 
articles  in  place  of  it  The  people  need  not  be 
told  this;  tiiey  saw  it  evidently  enough. 

_  Mr.  HoLLAm)  s^d,  though  be  was  opposed  to 
direct  taxes,  he  was  also  on  sngor  and  molasses ; 
be  saw  all  the  disadvantages  of  some  other  gen- 
tlemen on  taxing  West  India  produce  at  this 
criticid  juncture ;  but  if  it  must  pass,  be  should 
think  it  nis  duty  to  endeavor  to  make  it  pass  as 
nnexceptionably  as  possible;  however,  he  should 
oppose  both,  and  though  it  affected  his  consti- 
tuents  differently  from  those  of  Vermont,  jet 
he  should  not  include  them  as  necessarily  con- 
nected, Mr.  H.  thought  if  these  were  opposed, 
there  might  be  many  articles  more  proper  to 
lay  a  tax  on;  bnt  be  thongbt  there  was  no  ne- 
cestrity  for  any  this  session. 

The  qneetion  for  adding  one  cent  per  gallon 
on  molasses  was  then  put  and  carrier. 

Hr.  6,  SurrH  then  moved  that  nine  cents  per 
nonnd  be  l^d  on  sugar-candy  imported,  observ- 
ing that  it  was  much  need  by  the  Dntck  and 
there  being  much  sweetening  in  it,  it  sjioold 
boar  a  proportionate  duty, 

Ur.  w.  SioTH  wished  the  gentleman  to  be 
candid  on  the  motive  of  his  propoddon. 

Mr.  8.  Sxrm  answered,  that  his  conduct  with 
respect  to  the  snbjcct  bad  always  been  fair  and 
nneqnivocal ;  he  wished  the  whole  proposition 
to  be  defeated,  which  he  had  before  deckred, 
bat,  to  make  it  equal  and  consistent,  he  pro- 
posed the  addition. 

It  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  whole  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  an^  carried— yeas  62. 
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Mr.  Hasper  then  proposed  that  an  additional 
duty  of  five  cents  per  bushel  should  be  laid  upon 
all  salt  imported  in  the  United  States,  [Mr.  H. 
read  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  wherein  he 
mentions  snlt  as  being  at  a  much  lower  rate  of 
duty  than  in  other  countries,  and  that  no  tax 
laid  upon  it  could  be  evaded,  from  its  neeeasity 
and  hvHTc.]  Mr.  H.  added,  as,  in  hia  opinion, 
Batisfnctory  answers  had  been  given  to  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  urged  against  this  tax, 
it  was  not  necessary  to  say  more  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Galiatdi  said  the  arguments  of  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  were  excellent  fiscal 
arguments,  and  went  to  say,  "provided  we  ■'i" 
get  money,  no  matter  how,"  He  says  salt  can- 
not be  smuggled;  that  we  know:  whether  the 
duty  was  increased,  or  remain  as  it  was,  the 
people  mnst  consume  the  same.  This  was  true, 
and  the  seme  arguments  might  be  used  fur  tax- 
ing the  light  or  the  water.  Of  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  a  duty  was  most  ea.'niy  collected 
upon  salt;  and  this  was  the  reason  which  had 
induced  other  countries  to  tax  it  so  heavily ;  and 
yet  this  was  used  as  an  argument  for  increasing 
the  duty  here;  bnt  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
felt  any  consolation,  upon  such  an  increase  of 
duty,  that  there  were  other  coontriea  where  th« 
daty  was  yet  higher. 

Mr.  G.  said,  as  to  any  satisfactory  answers 
which  had  been  pven  to  the  objections  to  thb 
to^  he  had  not  heard  them;  he  believed  they 
bad  not  been  answered  at  all;  except,  indeed, 
snilen  silenoe  might  be  deemed  satisfactory  an- 
swers; if  it  were,  they  had  indeed  been  an- 
swered satisfactonly. 

Mr.  G.  here  repeated  the  oMections  to  tbe 
tax  which  he  had  made  on  a  mrmer  occasion, 
viz :  that  it  would  operate  as  a  poll-tax ;  that  it 
would  fall  partially  on  some  districts  of  conntry, 
and  upon  some  classes  of  citizens  more  than 
others.  He  sud  salt  in  that  part  of  the  country 
from  which  he  came  was  a&eady  upwards  of 
fbur  dollars  a  bushel,  and  that  it  would  be  there- 
fore oppreasive  to  incre«se  the  evil,  by  adding 
fresh  duties  upon  it. 

Mr.  NionoiiAs  siud  a  tax  on  salt  was  eqnftllj 
obi  ection  able,  whether  it  was  considered  as  « 
poll-tax,  or  as  a  tax  upon  agiicnllnre.  As  » 
poll-tax,  every  one  would  see  the  ii^ustieo  of 
charging  all  men  alike  with  a  tax,  wiihont  re- 
spect to  their  ability  to  pay  it ;  as  a  tax  upon 
agriculture,  he  was  able  to  say  something  from 
experience.  He  was  willing  to  g^ve  aC  tbe 
authority  to  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  which  he  could  wish,  bnt  he  eonld  not 
yield  his  opinion  to  him.  He  knew  that  Agri- 
culture was  at  present  very  much  depressed  by 
the  high  price  of  salt;  he  had  hlmselt'  refVnined 
from  ^e  nse  of  it,  by  its  deamees,  though  be 
believed  bis  cattle  had  been  the  worse  for  tU 
The  poorer  class  <^  citizens  in  the  part  of  the 
country  fhim  which  he  came  were  generallj 
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ownenof  cattle,  and  omplojed  themselves  in 

tiding  caT«  of  them.    Theee  men  foond  it  at 

ftoeot  fts  inucli  as  they  oodd  Ao  to  make  & 

(omfortable  liviog,  and  any  additional  tax  on 

nil  voald  be  very  ili  received  bj  them.     He 

vu  eatisfied  that  it  was  a  tax  which  would  op- 

Bite  with  great  ineqnalit;;  it  wtia  a  tax  upon 

we^ind  of  employment — upon  an  emplojnieDt 

«lneh  was   generally   pnrsued  bj  the   poorer 

deeea,  and  cooBeqaentlj  least  ahle  to  pay  it.  It 

nughthesiud,  five  cents  a  buahel  was  a  trifle; 

iM  lie  awd  he  objected  to  it  from  the  principle 

of  tiling  money  where  it  could  be  gut,  as,  if 

fire  cents  were  Dow  to  he  added,  the  Bome 

irgmneDt  wonld  hold  for  adding  another  and 

mother  five  on  a  future  day. 

Mr.  HoLLUiD  was  opposed  to  the  amendment; 
be  nid  no  article  which  could  be  mentioned 
wodld  b«&r  a  greater  augmentation  than  salt ; 
indeed  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States 
miglii  l>e  raised  from  it,  because  it  mnat  be  used 
by  eiery  person ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
the  whole  bnrden  abonld  be  laid  on  it.  lu  Kort h 
CiJoliDa,  Mr.  H.  stud,  it  was  fonr  dollars  per 
basbel,  which  was  snffidently  high  without 
Adding  to  the  price,  and  was  always  a  cash 
artide,  and  difficult  ti)  be  had  for  thaL  It  be- 
ing an  artide  of  abeolnte  necessity,  the  rich 
would  not  pay  more,  if  so  much,  aa  the  poor. 

Mr.  Rdthbkfobd  said,  he  was  against  this 
tax  for  two  reasons;  the  first  was  on  acconntof 
ite  inequality,  and  the  next  on  account  of  its 
odioosness.  A  tax  on  salt,  he  said,  was  almost 
like  laiiog  the  common  air.  Farmers  were 
obliged  to  use  large  quantities  of  it  for  their 
wluM;  it  rendered  them  docile  and  easy  to  be 
manned.  Indeed  it  could  not  be  done  with- 
oat;  a  person  was  nothing -without  salt.  The 
price  at  preaent  was  enormous  on  the  frontier, 
mod  this  duty  would  add  prodi^nsly  to  it;  for 
this  reason  he  ehoold  give  it  hia  flat  opposition. 
Ur.  FiscUkZ  tud,  because  salt  was  necessary, 
and  because  it  could  not  be  smn^led,  wonld  not 
mrriy  be  snffioieut  arguments  for  increasing  the 
doty  upon  it.  The  law  of  reason,  he  said,  was 
the  law  of  justice,  Mr.  F.  gave  an  account  of 
the  progreea  of  this  tax.  His  colleague  (Mr. 
6ui,aTDi)  must  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the 
price  whuh  this  artide  bore  in  the  Western 
mantry.  He  had  himself  lately  paid  six  gnineas 
far  six  bodi^  of  ealt.  Indeed  this  was  con- 
iidaed  m  the  greateet  inconvenience  in  that 
yart  of  the  conntry,  and  they  could  not  at  pres- 
ent be  re&eTed  from  it.  Providence,  who  gen- 
waDf  beaiowed  the  necessaries  of  life  in  a  very 
fBienl  manner,  had  not  provided  them  wi^ 
nit  And  shall  we,  for  this  reason,  monopolize 
arevuneupon  it?  For  the  same  reason  wonld 
hold  good  for  paying  the  whole  upon  it  as  a  part. 
Be  trusted  they  would  not  be  so  uiyast  to  the 
p«ople  of  that  counti?. 

Mr.  HiKFSB  aaid,  after  all  the  time  which  bad 

bwo  taken  up  in  discnssing  this  snbject,  he  would 

kotoecopy  (be  attention  of  the  committee  long- 

vtlm  while  be  made  one  or  two  remarks. 

Hie  gwitlwnff?  frcHu  Famuylvauia  (Mr.  Gai^  < 


[e.< 


latin)  had  add  that  no  answer  had  been  gireD 
to  his  objections  against  an  additional  tax  on 
salt.  He  should  not  enter  into  a  dispute  with 
that  gentlemon  upon  what  might  I>e  deemed  an 
answer;  but  lie  believed  many  members  of  that 
House  would  remember  that  an  annwer  was 
given,  and  probably  they  might  also  think  it  a 
satisfactory  one ;  st  least  it  was  so  to  one  per- 
son. The  olnections  brought  against  this  tax 
woi;ld  be  well-founded,  if  the  whole  revenue 
was  proposed  to  be  raised  from  it;  or  if  it  were 
iutendea  as  n  substitute  for  a  land  tax,  or  any 
other  great  object;  if  two  or  three  millions 
were  wanted  from  it,  then  it  might  be  objected 
to  upon  good  ground;  but  when  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  only  were  proposed  to  be 
drawn  from  this  source,  he  did  not  think  the 
objections  would  hold.  Admitting,  said  Mr, 
H.,  that  there  was  some  inequality  in  the  ope- 
ration of  this  tax,  those  persons  upon  whom  it 
fell  heaviest  were  exonerated  from  many  other 
taxea  which  other  ports  of  the  country  had  to 
pay.  They  hod,  for  instance,  jost  agreiad  to  in- 
crease the  duty  upon  a  certain  species  of  oottim 
goods,  of  which  they  would  not  purchase  a 
single  yard.  The  present  revenue  was  di  mil- 
lions four  hnndrea  thonsand  dollars,  of  which 
salt  pays  near  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  people  on  the  frontier,  who  pay  for  salt, 
are  in  a  great  measure  exempt  from  other  orti- 
dee  taxed;  theypnrchased  neither  foreign  wines 
nor  spirita,  high  priced  dresses  nor  furniture; 
ail  they  wanted  was  corduroys,  Ac,  which  ws» 
very  unfrequenL  If  flve  cents  per  bushd  waa 
laid  on  aalt,  those  persons  would  have  about  a 
dollar  a  year  more  to  pay,  and  nine-tenths  not 
half  a  do^or.  What  could  be  more  easy  t  In- 
deed, except  the  people  were  told  of  the  duty 
they  would  not  know  it,  as  its  effects  wonld  be 
so  trifling. 

With  reepect  to  the  price  of  salt  at  Fort  Pit^ 
OS  a  gentieman  had  observed^  it  might  be  hi^ 
but  was  this  occasioned  by  a  duty )  No,  but  by 
the  situation  of  the  conntry.  Ougbt  they  no^ 
then,  he  asked,  to  devise  some  species  of  lax  by 
which  to  draw  some  part  of  the  revenae  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  bade  country}  He 
thought  BO  far  from  this  being  wrong,  that  jus- 
tice reqnired  it.  This  subject  did  not  address 
the  nnderstanding,  but  the  secsibility  of  the 
Hoose,  or  perhaps  the  sendbility  of  titose  ont 
of  the  House. 

.  The  objections  agunst  the  tax  which  had 
been  urged,  he  thought,  onght  not  to  have  any 
weight,  since  it  would  operate  with  the  greatest 
equality  upon  the  whole,  and  there  would  be 
sdety,  propriety,  and  justise,  in  making  the 
augmentation  in  question.  Suppose  two  cents 
were  put,  instead  of  five;  this  would  raise  a 
good  sum,  and  be  very  easy, 

Mr.  S.Smith  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  was  negatived — there  being  only  twenty- 
five  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  W.  SurTB  said  the  question  had  best  be 
taken  on  blank  cents,  then  five,  fbnr,  or  any 
onmbei:  of  cents  oould  afterwards  be  hdded. 
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The  qnesdon  was  then  pnt,  and  lost— Teas  41, 

Batusdat,  FebmaiT  18. 
Ifaeal  Appropriatiw. 

The  Honae  then  reaolTed  Itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  granting  on 
appropriation  for  flnishing  the  three  frigates, 
and  also  apon  the  bill  repMliiig  that  part  of  tlie 
act  which  provided  for  the  offlcering  and  man- 
niDg  the  fngates,  both  having  been  committed 
to  the  Earoe  Committee  of  the  Whole.  That 
fiv  repealiog  a  part  of  the  former  law  came  first 
imder  eondaeration. 

Mr.  W.  Smra  said  he  conld  not  abandon  the 
idea  of  oar  some  time  becoming  a  naval  power; 
be  very  much  disliked  the  repealing  this  act ; 
hi  order,  however,  to  make  the  hill  more  pala- 
table, and  to  remove  some  of  the  embarrass- 
ments which  the  Senate  would  otherwise  have 
to  eneoDDter,  be  wonld  move  to  sabstitote,  in- 
stead of  the  word  "  repeal,"  the  words  "  anspend 
for years." 

Mr.  Con  thooght  tlie  verj  hei^ning  of  the 
fHgat«e  a  wild  notion,  and  hoped  the  most  dis- 
tant ides  of  manning  them  wonld  not  enter 
gentlemen's  minds ;  he  should  therefore  oppose 
ue  motion. 

Ur.  Vknablb  B^d,  it  seemed  the  gentleman 
ivho  moved  the  amendment  did  not  think  it 
neoesBarT  the  ships  ahonld  now  be  manned. 
The  operation  of  the  amendment  appeared  to 

nt  it  in  the  power  of  one  branoh  of  the  Le^ 
ore,  at  a  nitnre  d^,  to  man  the  ships,  and 
send  them  to  sea.  He  was  sorprised  at  the 
obangeableness  of  the  gentleman  who  moved 
and  mvored  the  equipment.  When  a  naval  ar- 
mament was  first  proposed,  it  was  oUected  to, 
as  looking  like  forming  a  Naval  Establishment. 
liey  then  told  ns  it  was  eipreealy  to  r^iel  the 
enoroaohments  of  the  Algerines ;  and  that,  as 
soon  as  nesoe  was  obtained  with  that  power, 
the  bniloing  of  them  was  to  stop.  Now  thej 
oome  forward,  and  avow  a  dedre  to  have  a 
Navy  Establishment  Thoa  originate  evils  which 
If  not  sbqiped  early,  wonld  spread  and  become 
danaerons.  The  MUy  fiiir  argnmeot  they  have 
on  the  sntjeot  is,  that  a  Navy  is  now  become 


not  ot^eot  to  finishing  them,  and  only  . .  .. 
so   mnch  had  been   expended  on    them   al- 
ready, hot  should  ever  tqtpoae  fitting  them  for 

Ur.  SwurwioE  asked  the  genUeman  what  se- 
cnrity  there  was  in  a  peace  with  Algiers? 
Gould  he  say  we  were  at  peace  with  them  now  1 
Certwnly  we  are  In  a  worse  sitoatdon  with  that 
power  now  than  then ;  we  ore  parting  withonr 
cash,  (whioh  makes  it  snch  a  searce  article,)  and 
yet  we  have  no  benefit.  Now  it  is  said  it  is  al- 
together a  virion — a  &nOT  or  a  dream.  Then 
gentlemen  get  up  uid  adt  wh^  we  are  to  do 
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with  three  frigates!  He  wonld  answer,  that  so 
&r  as  they  went,  they  gave  stability  and  pro- 
tection to  our  commerce.  Tme,  they  were  luA 
thirty  frigates,  but  he  believed,  few  as  thej 
were,  they  wonld  save  more  than  Hve  timea 
what  they  coat  in  only  one  year.  The  richest 
ships  we  have  are  now  t^ien  and  robbed  t^ 
every  picaroon  and  pirate  infesting  the  sesa, 
becanse  we  have  no  secnrity;  and  ne  was  sur- 
prised it  wsB  not  woise.  He  had  no  donbt  but 
it  would  be  an  emolnment ;  it  would  be  a  pro- 
tection lo  the  great  revenne  we  enjoy.  That 
very  trade,  he  aaid,  which  was  snl^ect  to  qwli 
ation  from  sach  petty  robbers,  paid  into  the  re- 
venne five  or  six  millioDS  of  dety  annnally.  If 
this  was  Btill  permitted  to  be  enoroaehed  on,  it 
was  an  error,  and  it  wonld  soon  be  seen ;  ani 
this  was  by  apeople  called  "  free  and  enlighten- 
ed." He  had  no  donbt  they  wonld  soon  be  en- 
lightened enou^  to  Bee  they  haddonewmng.  If 
gentlemen  are  against  finishing  these  fti^tea. 
why  do  they  not  come  forward  and  declu<e  It  I 
Let  na  sell  them,  said  he,  at  pnblio  ant^on. 
What  will  be  the  effect  If  we  have  it  told  M  ota 
wharves  that  we  object  to  man  them,  because 
we  have  peace  with  Algiers!  He  hoped  they 
wonld  be  manned,  or  else  have  tacked  to  the 
bill,  that,  when  finished,  they  were  to  be  sold 
for  East  Indiamen  or  something.  If  that  wer« 
gentiemen's  wish,  this  was  the  time  to  comtt 
forward  and  sayso,  and  let  it  be  pnt  in  the  bill. 
He  wonld  ask.  Was  there  any  thing  in  the  name 
of  Government^  If  it  operated  in  this  mannert 
It  was  extraordinary  condnot,  indeed. 

Gentlemen  say  uiey  will  not  vote  to  finish 
these  frigates,  except  Uie  repeal  for  manning  is 
indnded.  When  it  eoes  np  to  the  Senate,  may 
they  not  say  they  will  not  vote  to  finish,  except 
It  be  to  man  them  }  Bnt,  Mr.  S.  sud,  he  sup- 
posed gentlemen  depended  npon  negotiatioo,  if 
any  thing  was  wrong.  What  were  the  eonse- 
qnences  of  onr  late  negotiation  f  We  have  two 
Uiings  before  ns — treaty  or  ahips.  As  for  treaty, 
we  have  seen  onr  money  sent  across  the  Atlan- 
tio,  and  scattered  a  tbonsand  ways :  this  was 
throwingit  into  the  ocean.  He  hod  heard  of  a 
Doge  of  venloe  throwing  a  ring  into  the  sea  to 
marry  it :  it  seemed  this  money  was  gone  for 
Uie  same  purpose,  and  its  nse  wo^d  be  no  bettcfr 
than  the  Df^'s  ring.  He  thon^t  the  most 
complete  treaty  was,  power  to  resist  aggrmnon. 
This  bnmneas  of  negotiation  la  very  nnprofitAlde, 
Yon  may  obtain  fair  promisee  tram  foreiga 
ministers,  but  very  poor  redraas,  if  any. 

The  qnestion  on  the  amraidment  was  put  and 
loA— ayes  80,  noes  SI. 

Ifr.  HABBUcar  moved  for  Uie  oommittee  ti> 
rise  and  report  the  bill  withnnt  amendments. 

Hr.  NioaoLAS  ai^d,  it  seemed  that  gentle- 
men were  making  a  new  tmsineas  of  thu.  At 
the  time  it  waa  brought  forward,  gentlemaa 
voted  in  favor  of  it,  beosnse  the  law  was  to  be 
repealed.  He  voted  to  separate  the  UIl8,beoaQaQ 
he  oonoeived  it  would  not  be  ri^t  to  say  to  tlM 
Senate,  Too  shall  do  two  thinp  tog^ber,  or 
neither.    He  hoped  the  oommittee  wotild  rise, 
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M  tbe  Hoose  maj-  not  lure  auoh  power  over 
a«bDmi«eB  as  to  ke«p  itbftck.  If  the  other 
tdliiuB  the  Senate,  s^d  he,  we  oaa  take  up  this, 
ud  pass  i(  in  a  short  time. 

Vr,  P.LBKKB  tltoagLt  thia  ft  moat  eitraordl- 
urj  praoadore,  to  say  we  will  not  paes  tbe  ap- 
pnprmtion  bill  till  we  know  the  Senate  hare 
ipwd  to  tliat  fbr  ropttling.  He  thought  the 
Eraalebad  aa  greata  rightto  «xerdae  thdr  db- 
n^oo  H  tliat  Honae,  He  never  expected  to 
We  heard  anch  expreeaioiis.  This  was  holding 
out  1  diednn  for  their  coodtiot :  this  he  thonght 
wih«  fur  nor  proper. 

Ur.  VntABLK  tlwDgfat  the  hilla  were  omi- 
DKt«d.  He  wished  to  vots  merelj  for  flnialiiDK 
the  b^tes.  He  hoped  the  oommittee  would 
BM  rise,  but  that  it  might  be  so  amended  as  to 
M  the  other  hill  to  It  When  he  voted  for 
the  ^ppropriatJOD,  be  said,  he  voted  for  it  only 
la  BKh  a  manner  as  ahoold  he  reoonoilable  vim 
hJiJadgnieiiL  If  the  gentleman  would  waive 
Lie  iiu>tion,  and  the  House  would  so  oonneot  it, 
he  dicHiM  be  gratified. 

lb.  Hauobos  Eoid,  SB  the  last  gentleman's 
ideas  were  folly  to  hie  pnrpoee^  he  £onld  with- 
draw his  motion. 

On  iDotion  being  made  for  oonneoting  the 
bUb- 

Vr.  Buck  hoped  it  would  not  prevail.  The 
cnly  reason  he  saw  to  object,  (and  he  thought 
that  very  forcible,)  was,  that  it  discoverea  a 
jealoosf  in  that  Honse  of  another  branch  of  the 
Government,  which  he  thonght  very  nojnadfl- 
able.  He  had  voted  for  the  repeal,  but  ahonld 
not  vote  for  the  wpropriadon.  He  thonght 
tfaey  OQ^t  to  act  for  themselvee,  witbont  re- 
fer«ioe  to  the  other  braach.  Any  member  may 
Tote  whioh  way  he  pleased,  bat  to  say  he  wonld 
not  vote  for  one  without  Uiey  go  to  the  other, 
was  imlur.  He  coold  see  no  Jostice  in  snch  a 
miatnMt  from  this  branch  of  the  Legislatnre. 
SoMWML  be  aud,  the  bills  go  to  the  Senate  sepa- 
ratdy,  uiey  may  ooociir  in  the  appropriation, 
and  r^ect  tbe  appeaL  Even  in  that  ntnation, 
wov  it  to  be  left,  the  Ezecntive  oonld  not  man 
tbe  ftigstea,  nnlees  tiiey  could  obtain  further 
appropriations — to  obetrnct  which  would  be 
prdiBntble,  and  wonld  pat  it  ont  of  the  power 
of  tbe  Senate  to  einbarraas  the  House. 

Mr.  V^ABU  said  his  vote  was  nven  without 
say  rdadon  whatever  to  the  Senate.  He 
ttnogbt  any  act  passed  by  this  Honse  could  not, 
vben  Knt  np  to  the  8«iBte,  be  termed  ^sre- 
^  fe  each  branch  had  a  right  to  act  for 
tdtte.  He  was  snrprisad  to  hear  the 
I  m  say  be  shotdd  not  vote  this 

,  ,  for  ha  had  heard  him  say,  on  a 

w  oeeuian,  that  be  wonld  vote  an  appro- 
piSBgn  br  any  tres^,  law,  or  whatever  shonld 
oiit  to  can  fbr  iL  lb-.  Y.  oonfeesed  himself  to 
bec/a  very  diflbrent  opinion;  fbr  he  always 
tlMght  tlM  Honse  bad  a  dis<mtionaiT  power 
' —  It  it  or  not,  bnt  that  gentlemaii  had  long 


toamtlta 
mditbado 


Xr.  Btxx  Mid,   as  liis  doctrinea  had  been 
"  -  -  ,  be  moat  b^  indulgence  to 


explain.  He  never  said  that  the  Honse  bad  not 
a  right  to  judge  on  the  propriety  of  wpropria- 
tion  in  an  existing  law.  He  eonceiTeo  a  treaty 
quite  another  thing.  The  Fbesideitt  and  Se- 
nate have  a  constitntional  power  to  make  a 
treaty ;  in  that,  he  said,  he  did  advocate  that 
that  Honse  had  no  right  to  withhold  approoria- 
tions ;  bnt  in  laws,  where  the  power  ol  maxing 
appropriations  rests  partly  in  that  House,  they 
had  a  right  to  grant  or  withhold.  This,  he 
said,  he  had  aiways  held. 

Mr,  Nicholas  add,  this  appeared  to  him  a 
very  anreasonable  clamor  in  oehalf  of  the  8e- 
Thegentlemanlastopseemed  very  care- 


that  idea  of  disrespeott  He  had  formed  his 
mind  to  vote  on  the  aaUeot,  and  snrely  evwy 
member  might  do  so,  wiuont  a  fear  of  lowing 
disrespect  to  another  branoh.  The  gentleman 
had  said  that  this  Honse  may  rettse  to  appro- 
priate for  a  law.  Now,  suppoee  the  Senate  re- 
fuse to  repeal  withoot  we  appropriate,  we  are 
then  tbroed  to  choose  one  of  two  evils.  Yery 
oft«n,  Mr.  N.  sdd,  the  Hoose  were  obliged  to 
appropriate  for  a  law,  it  may  be,  so  far  exeont 
ed  that  they  could  not  refuse.  Suppoee  the 
FBBsmiiiT  should,  after  this,  appoint  officers  to 
enlist  men  for  the  frigates,  how  oonld  the  House 
refuse  to  pay  them  I  While  a  law  existed  to 
man  these  ships,  it  would  be  difficult  to  prevent 
it :  it  wonld  enable  thoae  who  were  friendly  to 
the  measure  to  cany  it  into  effect.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  Honse  would  not  run  the  risk  by 
leaving  it  open  to  snch  poswble  intmsion. 

Mr.  B.  SiQTH  thonght  tliis  was  a  very  nnlUi 
way  of  doing  bnsineeii  bnt  he  had  been  used  to 
such  things.  He  thought  this  form  of  Utahing 
was  very  improper  and  nnfair.  It  had  bean 
observed  tbet  we  were  the  most  free  and  en- 
lightened  people,  bot  he  thonght  those  who 
advocated  these  measures  proved  the  very  con- 
traiy. 

MI.  SwurwioK  said,  it  appeared  to  bim  a 
kind  of  Legislative  stratagem.  The  whole  in- 
tention of  the  bnuneas  oonld  be  easily  diacor- 
ered.  If  there  was  nothing  improper,  why 
shonld  they  fear  to  tmat  tbe  Senate  with  itt 
Having  the  yeas  and  nays  on  both  bills,  ^tl^ 
men  oonld  not  easly  excose  them  for  votmg  for 
the  repeal,  as  it  would  go  oat  into  the  oonnti; 
that  many  had  voted  contrary  to  their  argn- 
menta.  Thus  we  are  forced  to  vot«  against  onr 
own  opinion,  or  not  have  the  fiigatea  finished. 
He  (K>nld  plainly  see  that  gentlemen  meant  to 
defeat  tbe  otijeo^  and,  he  tbonght,  in  a  very 
nnfijr  way. 

Mr.  W.  Ltiuk  spoke  much  of  the  impolicy 
and  impropriety  of  the  measnrea  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  supported  naval  preparations.  Some 
time  back,  he  awd,  those  very  gentlemen  were 
adviMng  us  to  cultivate  our  land,  and  not  regard 
commerce — it  was  a  broken  reed  to  depend  on; 
bnt  now,  they  want  to  put  tbe  naUon  to  an 
enormous  expense  to  protect  that  commerce 
they  thought  so  lightly  of  I    The  frigate*  wonld 
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cost  more  tian  double  the  money  which  was  at 
first  eatimated :  thiB  would  be  a  disgrace  to  aor 
nation.  The  whole  process  of  the  boncesBhaa 
been  bad,  and  he  had  bo  doubt  hot  the  estimate 
now  before  the  Hoose  would  be  fonnd  deficient. 
Though  he  thought  a  small  Navj  would  be  use- 
ftil,  yet,  nntil  ho  saw  its  procesa  oondncted  more 
fairly,  and  with  more  discretion,  ho  should  not 
TOte  a  shilling  to  it:  for  the  waste  of  money 
which  hod  bMn  discovered  in  this,  had  giren 
him  a  distaste  to  it 

A  remark  having  fallen  from  Mr.  L.,  on  the 
oonstitotionality  of  this  appropriation — 

Ur.  W.  Smith  s^d,  that,  what  the  gentleman 
observed,  only  respected  an  Army.  The  consti- 
tution says,  an  appropriation  for  the  Army  shall 
not  be  made  for  more  than  two  years,  bnt  it 
said  not  a  word  about  restricting  a  Navy;  and 
it  is  certain  that  the  framers  of  the  conetitntJon 
had  a  view  to  a  Navy,  aa  in  three  difierent  parts 
it  mokes  mention  of  it.  [Here  Mr.  B.  read  tliose 
parts  &om  the  constitntion.]  The  question  was 
not  whether  to  repeal  the  law  or  not,  but 
whether  the  appropriation  bill  was  to  be  taeled 
to  the  repeal.  When  before  taken  np,  a  ma- 
jority voted  for  two  bills,  and  they  are  accord' 
in^y  reported,  and  now  the  two  are  to  be 
nmted.  This,  said  he,  is  directing  the  Senate  to 
vote  a  oertain  way,  hecanse  this  House  saw  it 
l4ght.  This  was  a  kind  of  coercion  which  wonld 
•blige  them  (if  they  support  their  independence, 
which  they  certainly  will)  to  meet  the  repeal. 
This,  he  said,  was  a  spirit  which  every  gentle- 
man in  the  Honse  felt.  He  tbcr«ibre  hoped 
there  wonld  be  two  bills. 

Mr.  GALLA.TIN  did  not  conceive  this  a  question 
on  the  conatitutjon ;  it  was  not  on  the  power 
of  the  House  as  to  the  anbject  of  appropriation, 
bnt  merely  on  connecting  (he  two  bills.  He 
conceived  it  perfectly  right  and  proper  to  con- 
nect them,  hecanse  the  snbject  of  them  was  the 
same.  It  was  not  novel :  appropriation  and  re- 
p^  had  1>efore  been  connected.  Indeed,  he 
tbonght  it  improper  to  hold  the  Senate  in  any 
consideration  at  alL  He  should  not  be  gnid^ 
by  any  apprehensions  of  whdt  they  would  do. 
The  gentleman  last  up  had  said,  it  was  nnfur 
to  connect  them,  as  it  would  oblige  members 
who  opposed  one  to  vote  for  bofli.  Now,  a 
m^ority  will  always  decide,  and  those  in  the 
minority  will  always  be  affected.  Tliat  gentle- 
man would  rather  take  a  question  on  each ;  bnt 
Ur.  G.  said  he  wonld  rather  on  both  together. 
But  both  will  not  be  material,  more  than  in  a 
oertain  degree.  He  further  observed  that  a  de- 
dsion  had  been  come  to  to  keep  the  subjects 
apart.  This,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  only  in  order  ' 
give  leave  to  the  committee  to  report  one 
two  bills.  Bnt  that  could  not  now  affbct  the 
decision.    The  Bouse  might  now  do  as  they 

C leased.  He  looked  upon  the  first  act  of  the 
tw  as  rather  explanatory  of  the  other.  A  law 
poSBOd  last  year  for  the  eqoipment  of  the  frigates. 
The  fin^t  law  expired  as  to  the  manning  titem. 
It  is  therefore  only  for  fear  the  word  "equip- 
ment"  should  be  so  oorutrued  as  to  mean  "i 


I  wish  a  connection  of  thew 


He  thought  it  more  candid  and  fair  to  have 
both  the  objects  before  tlie  Benato  at  one  time 
than  to  separate  them.    If  they  think  it  au  at- 
tack upon  their  jirivilegos  tliey  would  act  con- 
sistentty  therewith. 
Mr.  Wu.ui.Ms  could  not  see  where  the  differ- 
ice  was,  whether  the  bills  were  apart  or  not 
a  was  sorry  any  jealousy  should  be  discovered 
towards  another  branch ;   if  the  amcodinent 
I  to  go  to  the  Bonate  they  had  power  to  re- 
ject any  part     The  neit  Congress  would  take  a 
view  of  the  snlject,  and  do  what  they  tlionght 
right,  as  the  trigates  wonld  not  be  fit  tu  be 
manned  till  then. 

Mr,  BiroE  again  repeated  his  oljections  to 
uniting  the  bills. 
Mr.  N.  SioTH  thought  there  could  he  no  good 
lasons  for  uniting  Uie  bills.    There  hod  not 
yet  been  any  appropriation  made,  and  the  mone^ 
— t  nearly  expended ;  he  thought  the  appropn- 
m  should  bo  passed  immediately,  na  he  hud 
doubt  but  both   Houses  woald  nltimntely 
te  in  this  object    If^  therefore,  any  money 
9  to  be  appropriated,  let  it  be  done,  and  tbea 
if  the  House  thought  proper  to  agree  to  the  re- 
peal, it  could  be  done,  as  no  delay  ought  to  be 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gai^ 
.tw)  said  the  other  day,  that  he  wonld  not, 
under  any  situation,  vot«  the  supply  until  he 
knew  whether  there  was  any  intention  to  fit 
them  for  sea  or  not  This,  Mr.  B.  thought  the 
principal  point;  but  except  that  genlleniui, 
with  others,  thought  the  Bbips  were  to  remsin 
in  the  same  situation  as  at  present,  it  certainly 
was  necessary  to  agree  to  the  appropriations; 
this  was  voted  on  all  hands,  though  some  could 
not  agree  to  go  all  lengths.  He  did  not  believe 
many  could  be  found  in  the  House  who  would 
wish  them  to  remain  and  rot  on  the  stocks ;  bnt 
for  gentlemen  to  say  they  wonld  not  agree  to 
grant  the  supply  except  the  other  part  was  re- 

Sealed,  he  thought  wrong.  It  was  true,  they 
ad  the  power  to  withhold  even  appropriatioiiH 
for  the  rttssiDBNT'a  salary,  Senate,  &«.,  but  if 
such  opposition  was  supported,  Government 
could  not  long  exist.  That  House  had  power 
over  die  Senate,  and,  rnet  verta,  the  Senate 
over  that  Houm — each  had  a  right  to  think  and 
do  OH  they  pleased,  but  it  would  be  wrong  in 
one  to  curtail  the  privilege  of  the  other  by  an 
ill-timed  opposition ;  this  was  merely  to  show  a 
spleen  which  could  not  hot  be  to  the  detriment 
and  delay  of  business. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rose  to  answer  some  observa- 
tions made  by  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr,  Yxnabue, 
and  proceeded  to  show  the  imnropriety  of  tack- 
ing the  bills;  he  said  it  wouM  produce  insur- 
monntable  difficnltiee.  He  never  could  agree 
to  this  tartut  di*eordani  being  sent  up  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Vbnablx  answered.  The  qnestioD  wai 
then  put  fbr  tacking  the  two  bills,  and  carried, 
ayes  41,  noes  80. 
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The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
np  tbe  uueodnienta  reported  bj  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  Whereupon,  the  first  amend- 
ment reported  bj  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
BoflBB,  for  sddmg  a  new  sectjon,  to  be  the 
second  section  of  the  aaii  bill,  being  read,  in 
tbe  words  following^  to  int: 

"Amd  be  HfiaHKT  maeiti.  That  tbe-mn  of 

Ulan  be,  mai  the  nUDB  i*  keral^  appiopiistsd  fbr 
Ac  pDrpoas  of  finl.hing  the  Irigatei  now  boilding, 
called  die  UiiitBd  StMea,  Cooatitction,  and  CooMolla- 
Ikn;  and  tbat  tbe  Mine  be  paid  out  of  the  tnrplnt 
c/  leimue  and  income,  wfaicb  uiay  aceme  to  tho  end 
<f  the  Tear  one  thotmud  WTeD  hnndivd  and  ninety- 
Kteo,  after  aalii^ing  the  objecta  for  vhich  appropri- 
MiCDi  luTO  been  buctoTon  made." 

Kr.  W.  SioTH  said,  as  tbe  tjnestioQ  would 
first  be  token  on  tbe  amendment  and  then  npon 
tbe  resoIntioD  as  amended,  a  member  who 
wished  to  vote  for  the  finishing  of  the  frigates, 
hot  not  for  tbe  repeal,  wonld  not  have  an  oppor- 
tanilT  of  ahowine  his  sentiments  bj  the  ;eas 
and  nays.  In  order  that  members  who  thought 
wilh  bim  might  hare  an  opportnnity  of  show- 
ing their  rote,  he  called  for  the  previons  ques- 
tion npon  the  proposition. 

Tbe  Sfeajcxr  declaring  ihat  this  motion  was 
not  in  order,  Mr.  W.  Smith  called  for  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  open  tbe  nmendment. 

Hi.  SiroBXAYES  said,  rather  than  not  obtain 
an  appropriation  for  finishing  the  frigates,  he 
■hoold  vote  in  &Tor  of  tbe  amendment,  though 
b  was  of  the  aaroe  opinion  with  the  gsntlemsn 
from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr.  W.  Bhttb)  as  to  tbe 
iinbiiiK»  of  the  proceeding. 

Sir.  Deft  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  MrBUCMBXso  said  as  tbe  amendment 
stood  annexed  to  the  other  bill,  he  should  vote 
against  it;  though,  if  the  subject  had  continued 
in  a  sqiarate  bil^  he  ahoold  have  roted  in  &Tor 
of  it. 

Tb«  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  tbe  amend- 
ment, «nd  dedded  in  the  affirmative,  69  to  25, 
aefalloirs: 

YiA3- — Tkeoaotta  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Da- 
vid Bsrd,  TbomM  Blount,  Nathan  Biyan,  Deroptey 
Bargee,  Thomu  CUibarne^  Joba  ClopCon,  Joihoa 
Coit,  I^uc  Colci,  William  Coop«r,  Uency  Daaibom, 
GnsKe  I>e'<^  William  Fmdlny,  Jem  Fraoklia,  Na- 
ihanirl  Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  QallatiD,  Eiekiel  Qil- 
'  -  )  GillMpie,  Henry  Glenn,  Chriitopher 
drnir  Onm,  Carter  B.  Uarriaon,  John 
_ .  HsTflns,  James  Holland,  An- 

_  _  •  Jacksoo,  John  Vilkea  Kittera,  Geoi^  Leonard, 
FAwmri  Liringrton,  Halthev  Locke,  Samnet  Lyman, 
mffimm  Lyman,  Samncl  Unclay,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Jamee  Hadiaan,  John  UiUedge,  Andrew  Moom,  An- 
tfjoay  New,  John  Nichcdat,  Aleiander  D.  Orr,  John 
Pa«,  John  Pattm,  Joho  lUcharda,  Robert  Rather- 
ftirS,  .John  S.  Swrbome,  Sameel  Sitj^reave*,  Thomp- 
■DO  J.  Skincci,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Itrael  Smith,  biao 
South,  Bidiard  Sjsigg,  jr.,  Thomai  Sprigg.  Zeph- 
niafa  Swift,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joieph  B.  Var- 
■nD,  Abraham  Yonahle,  Jaba  Williams,  and  Kchard 
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Foster,  Dwlght  Forter,  Channcey  Goodrich,  Roger 
Griswold,  Bobert  Goodloe  Haiper,  Tfaomai  Hart- 
ley, John  Heath,  WiUiam  Bin^an,  Francis  Mal- 
boDO,  Frederick  A.  Mnhlenborg,  mUiara  Vam  Mnr- 
ray,  Jodah  Parker,  John  Read,  Samuel  Sewall, 
Nathaniel  Smidi,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
John  Swanwick,  George  Thatcher,  and  Feleg  Wads 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  In  order  to  have  the  blank 
for  the  Bom  to  be  appropriated  for  finisbing  the 
veesela  idserted,  and  was  filled  with  {172,000. 

TmsD^T,  February  SI. 
Segotiatum  tnth  the  Mediterranean  Pmeert. 

Mr,  W,  SiciTH  moved  that  the  House  should 
JO  into  a  committee  on  tbe  business,  which 
wonld  require  tbe  galleries  to  be  closed;  tbe 
Sf&LEis  acoordingly  pnt  tbe  question  for  going 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whue  on  the  bill  to 
anthorize  a  n^otiatdon  with  tbe  Mediterranean 
Powers,  whioh,  being  carried,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  accordingly. 

After  tbe  galleries  were  cleared,  the  bill  was 
agreed  to  with  amendments,  and  ordered  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  that  the  House  come  to  the  follow- 
ing resolntion : 

"  Reiotttd,  That  the  injunction  of  leciecy  upon  tbe 
momben  of  thia  Honae.  to  far  as  it  relates  to  that 
part  of  the  commnniOBtion  made  bj  the  President 
by  hii  Meisage  of  Januuy  9,  which  bu  been 
printed,  be  Cokon  ott,  and  that  all  fatars  debates  and 
procaedhigi  thereon  be  had  with  open  doors." 

A  motion  was  made  to  insert,  after  the  words 
"betaken  ofij"  "together  with  the  letter  of 
Messrs.  Barlow  and  Donaldson,  of  April  S, 
1796."  The  question  on  the  amendment  waa 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  lost — yeas  19, 
nays  OB. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  resulted — yeas  G3,  nays  36. 

Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  relatira  to  the 
preMnt  litnatiDn  of  aSiun  with  the  Dey  and  Re- 
gency of  Algiers  accompanyiiig  the  foUowiog  con- 
ttdcDtial  Message  IVom  tlie  Preiident  of  the  United 
States,  received  the  9th  of  Jatiiuuy,  1797 : 

GtHtlemtn  of  the  Smalt,  and 

tif  the  Samae  of  Heprenntatipet  .- 
Herewith  I  lay  befbro  yon,  in  conSdeoce,  reports 

fh>m  the  Depsitmenta  of  State  and  tbe  Treasury,  by 

which  you  will  lee  the  present  situation  oT  oni  a&in 

with  the  Dey  and  Rageucy  of  Algiers. 

G.  WASHINGTOM. 
UnTED  Statss,  Jainiary9,  1797. 

To  tlu  Praideal  af  the  Uniud  Stala,  iJm  Secretary  of 
Stale  rtiped/uliy  maim  the  foilomng  brief  Ttpraetta- 
Am  of  Ae  offairt  of  Ike  Umlad  Stattt,  in  relatioB  to 
Jlb«rt: 

When  Colonel  Humphreys  left  America,  in  April, 
179G,  he  was  aocompanied  by  JoKph  Donaldson, 
Esq.,  who  had  been  appointed  Cnuul  fbr  Tuois  aud 
Tripidi ;  and  him  Colonel  Humphrey*  was  anthemed 
to  emplOT  in  u^totiating  a  Treaty  with  Algiers,  while 
he  dioDld  pteoeed  binuelf  to  Fianoe,  f<^  Su  paipose 
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ef  obtduiag  the  oo-opention  of  that  GoTarnmeDt  In 
thii  Degotiktion. 

The/  arriTed  U  Gibialur  oa  the  17th  cf  Mkj. 
Colonfll  HmnnhceTi  cxmcludsd  th&t  It  mi  expedient 
fbr  Mr.  DonoldKin  to  go  fint  to  AJioBot,  rather  than 
Algien,  In  order  to  be  nemr  at  hand,  to  aioert^ 
facts  and  proflt  oT  occadoni.  Bb  gare  him  Initrno- 
tioBa  accordIn|ri7 ;  and  bariog  aba  inatnicted  Mr. 
SimpaoD,  oar  Ccmiiil  at  Qibraltar,  to  renew  mr  peace 
with  the  EmpgroT  of  MorooCO,  Colonel  HnnipllfeT* 
railed  from  Gibraltar  the  !4lh  of  Maj,  and  anired  at 
HaTra  de  Grace  on  the  2Sth  of  Jnm ;  from  whence 
be  eet  off  iiain«dl*tel7  fbr  Paib.  The  object  of  hii 
mitalcD  n«  commnnlcated  bj  onr  MtnlRer,  Colonel 
Monroe,  to  the  Committee  of  PnbUa  Safit}'.  On  ths 
let  of  Joly  be  bad  rweiTcd  011I7  a  rerbal  aoiwer, 
that  the  liVenoh  Gorammeiit  wae  diqioaed  to  intereit 
itwlf,  and  to  do  every  thing  in  its  power,  to  promote 
the  accompliihment  of  our  visbes  on  tbo  cDbjeot  in 
qneitioD.  On  the  26ch,  amiranoea  were  lecdved 
that  immediate  measares  shonld  be  taken  Ibr  giving 
paiticnliu'  Interactions  to  the  agents  of  tfas  Repiiblio, 
to  nee  its  infloBnco  In  co-operating  with  ns.  The 
nniltiplioitr  of  nflkira  with  which  Qm  ofDoers  of 
Government  were  occiqjed,  and  the  getting  from 
Lmdon  a  nun  of  money  necc^Mty  to  pnrohase  the 
nsnnl  peace  presents,  prevented  ■  condosioD  of  this 
HTangement  at  Paris  nntU  September.  It  bad  been 
mdgrf  eipedient,  by  Colonel  Hamphreys  and  Colwiel 
Monroe,  that  Joel  Barlow  should  be  employed  in  the 
nwotiatjon  with  the  Barbery  States,  and  Ms  coDHnt 
had  been  obtained.  By  the  1  Itb  of  September,  all 
the  writiogs  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Humphreys  were 
prqwied  for  Hr.  Bariow,  to  proceed  with  the  instmc- 
nons  and  powers  from  the  Qovemment  of  ibe  French 
Bepubtio  to  itt  agents  in  Barbary,  in  &Tor  of  our 
negotiatioa. 

Colonel  Hmnpfaieyi  left  Paris  the  I2tl)  of  Septem- 
ber, and  leached  Hane  the  KUi,  where  be  fonnd  the 
maMer  and  mate  eC  Oe  Dnited  States  bilg  Sophia, 
both  sick  with  fevers.  WbUe  waiting  there  impa- 
tiently for  their  recovery,  ha  received  InteUioenoe 
from  onr  Consnl  at  Han^Ilee,  that  Hr.  DonZdion 
b»l  ooQclnded  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  "Dm  cf 
Algiert  J  nevertheless.  Colonel  Hnmphreys  thonght  it 
expedient  tbst  Hr,  Bariow  shonld  noceed  wiu  the 
pretests  prepared  and  preparing  at  Paris ;  for,  If  not 
needed  at  Algiers,  they  woiild  be  wanted  in  the  nego- 
Hatian  with  Tmiit  and  Tripoli. 

About  the  Gtb  of  October,  Colonel  Homphi^ 
■ailed  from  Havre,  and  after  a  stormy  passage  of 
more  than  forty  days,  arrived  at  Lisbon  oa  the  17th 
of  November.  There  be  fonnd  Captain  CBrien,  who 
had  arrived  about  the  1st  of  October,  with  the  Treaty 
withAlgianL 

On  the  8d  of  September  Hr.  Donaldson  arrfved  at 
Akien,  and  oo  the  6th  the  Treaty  was  ooncladad, 
•nd  the  peaoe  presents  immedlaedy  givn,  by  a  loan, 
Mr.  Donaldson,  knowing  that  foods  bad  been  lodged 
In  London  to  answer  his  stipnlationa,  engaged  to 
make  the  paymente  in  three  or  fonr  months. 

Colonel  Hninphreyi  had  teeeivvd  advice,  onder  date 
of  the  SOth  Jnly,  from  the  Hessrs  Barings,  In  Lon- 
don, to  whom  the  fbnds  had  been  remitted,  that, 
having  mode  prugrese  ia  the  sales  1^  the  United 
Slates'  itock,  they  should  bold,  at  bis  disposal,  the 
whole  dC  the  valoe  of  |;800,000,  meaning  to  (hmish, 
by  anticipation,  the  valae  of  that  part  which  re- 
miUned  nnsold,  if  the  aerrioe  of  the  United  Sts^ 
teqnired  it.  Colonel  Hnmphray^  oonntlag  on  the 
moo^  as  alwayi  ready  after  this  period,  suit  Captain 


O'Brien  from  Usboa  to  London,  in  the  brig  Sc^biai 
to  receive  It  Owing  to  contrary  wind^  she  did  not 
leave  Lisbon  till  the  24th  of  December.  The  other 
details,  relative  to  the  pecnniary  tnuisacfJOQS,  appear 
In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  cf  the  Treasory. 

The  diaappdnbnenti  In  the  peonniaty  negotiations, 
put  the  Trea^  In  jeopardy ;  the  Dey  thi^lened  to 
abBnd<m  it,  and  it  was  with  extreme  dlfflcQlty  that  it 
was  prevented.  "Ux.  Bulowdid  DMantveatAlieant 
nDtO  Febnuuy,  179fl,  wlwra  he  propoeed  to  wait  the 
■nival  of  Oe  fbnds:  bnt,  after  a  Utdelime,  his  in- 
teUgenea  Attn  Algien  dtowing  that  onr  afBurs  wan 
in  a  criticsd  sitiutioD,  be  determined  to  go  thithsr 
immediately,  with  the  hope  of  sootiiii^  the  Dey. 
He  arrived  ihen  the  4th  d  Harob ;  thej  had  before 
prolonged  the  time  to  the  6U1  of  April  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  B&mlsted  snmi.  On  the  Sd  of  this 
month  the  Dey  jeclared  what  should  be  bis  final  da- 
termination — that  In  eight  days  tit.  Barlow  and  Hr. 
Donaldson  shonld  leave  Algiers;  and  if,  in  thirty 
days  after,  the  mmey  was  not  paid,  the  Treaty  shonld 
be  at  an  end,  and  his  croinrs  sbonld  bring  In  Ameii- 
oan  veesels.  Under  these  dronmstanoei,  and  as  the 
last  hope  of  saving  tlie  Trea^,  they  were  Indnoed  la 
ofier  the  raesent  of  a  frigate  this  tartimalely  eoo- 
oeeded.  For  the  partlonlan  of  tbia  transaction,  Ibe 
Secretary  "btgi  leave  to  refer  to  the  endoeed  letter 
from  Messrs.  Barlow  and  Donaldson. 

Colonel  Humphreys  not  deeming  himself  anther- 
lied  to  confirm  iixa  promise  of  a  fngate,  refbrred  the 
matter  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States;  and  for 
this  end  deqiatcbed  Captain  O'Brien,  in  the  biig 
Sophia,  to  Amerioa.  There  was  evidently  no  alter- 
native ;  and  the  promise  was  oonflimed. 

The  fKgata  Is  now  bnlldiDg  la  Fortnnonth,  New 
Hampahin,  and  I*  eniected  to  be  finiahed  In  the 
spring.     Captain  O'Bnen  Tstumed  to  Liabim,  irtNie 

he  an^ved  on  the of  July.    Cdonel  Himipbreya 

bad  advantageoiuly  negotiated  blUs  on  London  for 
$325,000.  iW  snm  wae  embaAed  on  board  the 
Sophia,  and,  on  the  8d  of  Aognst,  Captain  CBriea 
■at  sail  far  Algiera.  He  hnsnot  «ine«  Men  heatd  tt, 
and  there  is  room  to  fear  that  Hune  miifOTtune  has 
befallen  him.  The  money  was  Insored  at  a  small 
premium,  againntithn  danger  c^  the  aeae ;  against  all 
risks  they  demanded  so  Ugh  a  pnunJnin  as  Colonel 
"  'reys  judged  It  Inexpedient  to  give,  seeing  the 
WBjt  a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  having  a 

panort  in 

the  Dey  of  Algies^ 

Such  arrangements  have  been  mado  by  Ur.  Baiiow 
end  Mr.  Danddsop,  at  Algiers  and  Le^un,  at  wiQ 
doubtless  insure  the  pt^ment  of  the  C400,000  origin- 
ally ezpeoted  from  the  latter  plaoe ;  and  the  aama 
bouM  bve  beccme  ei^aged  to  the  Dey  and  Rageooy 
fbr  the  rendu*  of  the  money  dne  a«  tba  pAot  of 
peaoe,  without  which  be  would  not  agree  to  the  re- 
demption of  Hit  o^vea. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Tieatnrr  estimatea 
these  further  soms  to  be  provided  to  fulfil 
the  terms  of  the  TrMty  .  t2fiS,769 

For  two  years'  annnitiea  to  the  Dey  99,aM 

To  whieb  an  to  be  added  the  10,000 
■oquias  pramlaed  bj  Hr.  Bariow  and  Mr. 
Donaldson,  mentiooadlntbelr  letter  18,000 

And  the  expenses  of  Ibe  eaptivee  perfbrm- 
Ing  qnarantina  at  Hamilles,  and  trana- 
praling  them  to  America,  estimated  b^ 
tb*  Consul  at  Mars^Des,  at  about  6^500 

879,(K» 
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On  tha  81st  nltimo  I  receind  &  letter  from  Hr. 
Bubw,  dmted  the  ISth  of  Julj,  infbnmng  tliftt  the 
■put,  Hr.  FsnuQ,  at  Ttmii,  nho  had  beea  lecom- 
.1  ._  ■-  ^  .  jj^  French  Connil  Hcnmliu,  bad 
hth»-        -  ■      - 

■MaafBj  yivmaOa.  

TUOTHT  PICEERIKG, 

Bacrefary  of  Slate. 
Svumon  ov  9ux>,  Junwrj  6,  1797. 

'WxDmsDAX,  Febroar;  89. 

Hm  bin  for  makiDg  appropriations  to  defVaj 
tlM  ezp«Dse  <rf  negotiatioiu  wit^  Hediterranean 
powcT^  was  also  read  ihetUrd  time.  The  pro- 
TUaos  of  this  ttst,  (whioh  has  been  the  subject 
df  tba  Tariona  duon^oos  whioh  have  latel<r 
tshn  i^ace  with  okaed  gaOeriw)  are  to  the  fol- 
lowing aflbet: 

"TbU  the  Pmident  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  ti  kerahy  authoiiteil  to  apply  >  tnin  oot  exceed' 
bg  25S,T69  aollan  and  three  oenta,  to  the  expmiMe 
w&b  Mn  blTe  bean  incnired  in  any  negotiatdoiu 
«fA  Itodilirmein  pown*,  beTOul  the  imui  hare- 
Infin  tHUBfaiated;  and  that  the  wid  niii  of 
SS6,7S>  doQai*  and  Ihraa  eenta,  be,  and  Oe  nme  ii 
hwiby  appn^rinled  to  Aat  pnipNe;  and  that  a 
failhar  no  not  ezeeeding  96,246  dollan  and  68 
co^  be,  and  the  lama  la  hereby  qqiK^ated  for 
diacMfgiag  &a  two  fint  yean*  atumity  to  the  Dey 
and  Beg>uc7  of  Algien,  pnmuat  to  treaty,  in  addi- 
tiai  to  the  smn  appropriated  fbr  that  puipon  by  (he 
act  of  dtt  Bzth  of  Hay,  1796." 

On  the  question  being  pot  that  the  bill  do 
f«a,  Hi.  Gbiendp  said  he  never  liked  the  bill 
jQ  any  ih^>e  whatever;  he  would  therefore  ez- 
pren  it  now.  He  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
a^ys,  which  yrero  taken,  and  stood  ayes  68, 
not*  19,  la follow: 

Tn4i. — FUer  Antei,  Abnham  Baldwin,  llieo- 
'  ~  "  "  T,  Nathan  Bryan,  Daniel  Book,  Demp- 
omai  Claibome,  Joafana  Coit,  Iiaao 
1  Coc^Mr,  Jamea  DaTenport,  Henir 
1,  George  Dent,  George  Ege,  WilliBin  Find- 
^y,  Dwtg^t  Foster,  Jease  FnmUin,  Xathaoiel  Fiee- 
man,  jr.,  Albert  GallatiD,  Eiekiel  Gilbert,  Henry 
fflom,  C3iaiuicey  Goodrich,  Rogert  Griawold,  Babert 
OoodhM  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrisan,  Thomae  Hart- 
1^.  Jooafiiaii  N.  Hanma,  Thomas  Henderson,  Wn- 
Ban  H™*"— ",  Aaron  Eltcbell,  John  Wilkea  Kltters, 
Qana^a  Leooaid,  ^attbew  Looke,  Samnal  Lyman, 
I  IMiMM,  Ftanda  Halbone,  Jc^  UiUedse, 
"    '  tick   A.   Mnhlanbarg^  Ji£n 

,   _ -.   Off,  John   Pan,  Jodah 

Faifai;  EUdw  B.  F«Mer,  John  Ricbaids,   Robert 
fathacted,  John  S^  ShariKme,  Sanmal  Si^navei, 


.  Skinner,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Nathaniel 
Snilh,  Imel  SmKh,  Imao  Smith,  Kohard  ^rigg,  jr., 
naoiaa  Sptigg  Zepbaidkb  Sirlft,  George  lliBtijier, 
Kdurd  Tboma^  IttA  "nampaoa,  Philip  Tan  Cort- 
laadl,  Jomfb  B.  Tannun,  Pel^  Wadawoith,  and 


Xarib— DarU  Bard,  Thooua  Blonnt,  Samuel  J. 
bM,  Gabfial  Chriatie,  John  Clojton,  James  Oil- 
Hie,  CluiitoplKr  Greennp,  John  Hathca^  John 
Hn4  <Wn  HoOao^  Andrew  Jaokson,  George 
JUk^   Wmbm    l^fmta,    Sanmal  Uad^,  Ns- 
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thaniel  Maoon,  WilUam  Stndwiok,  John  Swaawiok, 
Abraham  Veuible,  and  Biohaid  V/iaa. 

On  iDoldon  pf  Mr.  OuxartN,  the  title  was 
changed  to  "a  bill  to  anthorize  the  FsxetDBKY 
or  THB  Ukuzd  Btatib  to  apply  Airther  anniB  to 
defray  the  eipenuee  of  &6  negotiation  with  the 
Dey  and  Regenoy  of  Algiers,'* 

John  Ci«Mi  Symmti. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Qm^Tra,  the  House  took 
np  the  bill  In  addition  to  an  act  for  granting 
oertain  lands  to  John  Oleres  Symmea  and  his 
aasodates;  when 

Ur.  Oorr  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  eectioiL 
His  oUeot,  he  said,  was  to  gidn  infonnsdon, 
.particniariy  with  respect  to  the  snrvey. 

Hr.  Gallatin  (wno  was  Ohairman  of  Hie 
Gonunittae  which  made  the  report)  gave  a  oon- 
dse  history  of  the  hnnness;  wnioh  satisfied  Ur, 
Coir,  who  withdrew  his  motion ;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 

The  parliadlara  of  this  case  ore.as  follows: 

John  Clevee  Symmea  and  his  aaaodatee  en- 
tered into  a  eontract  with  the  United  8t«tw  fat 
the  yesT  1787,  for  a  million  acres  of  land  in  the 
North-western  Xerritory.  at  a  time  when  the 
geogr^hy  of  that  eonntiy  was  not  wdl  ander- 
stood.  The  tract  was  to  ezt«nd  twenty  miles 
np  the  Great  Miami  to  tiie  Little  Uluni ;  bnt 
when  this  line  came  to  be  measnred,  it  was 
found  that  it  ont  the  Little  Uimnl  in  sevwal 
^ces  on  land  which  had  been  reserved  \fj 
Virginia  at  the  oeesion  of  this  Territory  to  the 
United  Stat«a.  Us.  Symmes  was  down  in  the 
Mtmtry  before  he  knew  the  line  thus  drawn 
wonld  thns  out  into  the  lands  of  Vii^la.  The 
first  Hung  he  did  was  to  take  poesesslon  of  the 
conntiT  which  is  between  Fort  Washington  and 
the  Little  Miami,  and  to  sell  as  mnoh  as  he 
oonld  of  it.  General  St  01^,  the  Governor 
of  that  Territory,  Uireatened  to  drive  Mr, 
Bymmes  and  the  settlers  off  this  territorv  to 
which  he  had  no  right  The  innooent  eetOerg^ 
who  had  pnrohssed  the  land  of  Ifr.  Symmea, 
sent  forward  representations  of  their  case  to  the 
pBasmxNT,  which,  together  with  thereprsMOte- 
tions  of  the  Governor,  prodnoed  an  act  to  <dtanga 
the  bonndary  line  of  the  purchase,  which  was 

Eaased  April  12, 1792.  This  act  deeoibes  the 
Dondary  line  of  the  tract  of  land  to  be  between 


*  Tbe  wlu^  erpaaaa  tt  prooorliic 
forbeaiaaet  \o  {nej  upon  our  dtlm 
ndeem  the  M^TM,  *■•  tlus  alnnt  ou  mllUuef  ddlare; 
■ad  the  iltcmatlre  «•«  l>«t«*ea  paytDg  that  ataout  tai 
ourylng  on  war  afiiLloM  her.  W*r  prqiaiatlDia  liad  Ixgiu, 
■DddifHgatealiadbeHianthinliedtabebnllt.  Awarwltk 
Algien,  than  a  bmildibla  pnwu,  (and  of  Bonne  vlUl  tbe 
teat  of  tha  Barbara  Btotaa,)  vu  a  very  aariona  ondartiUnc 
to  the  Unltad  BUtaa  at  that  t!inB_ths  coat  great  and  oar- 
tain— (ha  laane  unoertaCn.  The  groateat  ponera  of  Eorope 
paid  trltiDte  to  tbeK  barCulc  plnlea :  It  waa  no  dligraoe  to 
Ibe  Inhnt  tTnited  Statu  ta  do  th*  iime :  and  the  redemption 
of  tbe  oapIlTU  waa  a  fDrtber  iDdBoemenC,  foanded  in  hn- 
manltr;  so  that  the  prloaot  peaoa  becama  a  qaesCloD  of 
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the  two  Miamiajmd  the  Ohio.  Ur.  Ludlow  was 
Mnt  to  eorrej  it  in  1798,  when  It  was  found, 
that  instead  of  there  being  one  million  of  acres, 
there  were  onl;  five  htuidred  and  fortj-thtse 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  Sitv,  which  was 
dnlj  Biirrejed,  and  the  surrev  lodged  in  the 
Treasnry  Office  on  the  10th  of  Januur,  17M. 
Here  aioae  the  first  diffic<ilt>r.  The  act  passed 
to  change  the  boondarj  line  ooald  not  take 
jdace  withoDt  the  cona^nt  of  Mr.  Symmea.  In 
oonseqoenoe,  the  law  wag  said  to  be  enacted  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  B^mmea.  In  I'TflJ,  Ur.  8. 
had  not  made  anj  request,  oonseqnently  the  law 
was  annuity.  He  might  atthattimehareBaid, 
he  would  cot  have  the  land  npon  anj  other  than 
the  original  contract,  and  that  it  was  the  bmi- 
Dess  of  the  Uniled  States  to  make  np  the  de- 
fldebcy ;  and,  if  he  had  eo  aot«d,  it  is  probable 
Oongress  would  have  been  obliged  to  have 
foond  him  one  million  of  aoree  of  land,  gfree- 
Mj  to  his  contract ;  bat,  at  that  time,  lands 
were  not  raised  to  so  high  a  price  as  they  were 
now,  and  Mr.  S.  did  not  think  it  neoeseary  to 
ATul  himself  of  his  ountraoL  On  the  lltb 
April,  1702,  a  petition  was  presented  in  his 
name,  stating,  that  from  an  advance  in  the  pHoe 
of  certificates,  reeulted  the  impossibility  of  M- 
filling  his  contract  and  prayed  that  an  abate- 
ment mi^t  be  made  in  the  price  of  the  land. 
On  the  ^th  September,  1794,  instead  of  saying 
be  would  not  aoide  by  the  new  boondvy,  he 
requests  an  alteration  may  be  mode  in  Uie 
bonndary.  Notwithstondinig  this  reqnest,  Mr. 
8.  now  says,  he  did  not  know  any  thing  of  the 
mrvey,  though  more  than  nine  months  einoe  it 
was  made.  At  first  Mgbt,  it  woold  be  supposed 
the  oontraot  was  Toid  for  want  of  fulfilment ; 
bnt  ai  he  uye  he  never  received  from  the  public 
ft  ooonterpart  of  the  contract  (though  it  i*  gen- 
erally snpposed  be  had  in  some  way  got  poasea- 
laoa  of  ft  copy,  bnt  no  proof  existing  of  it,)  the 
claim  wae  not  forfeits.  A  circmnstanoe  ^ 
mentioned  which  seemed  to  oonvey  a  strong 
Rippomtion  that  Ur.  8.  was  acquainted  with  the 
survey.  The  day  following  the  reqneet  he  had 
made  fbr  the  new  boundary,  was  issued  to  him 
a  patent  for  three  himdred  thooaand  aorea,  re- 
fening  to  that  survey.  Mr.  B.  now  objects  to 
the  releosement  which  was  pven  of  his  firet 
pnrohaae  as  not  being  complete.  It  was  stated 
that  he  had  token  poeeeeaiMt  of  land  to  which 
he  was  no  way  entitled.  The  neoeenty  of  the 
act  bmng  Immediately  pMsed  ftppeared  from  an 
advertisement  (which  Mr.  Oaixitut  read  from 
ft  newspaper  of  that  ooimtry)  inviting  persmis  to 
come  and  pardiase,  nnder  an  asenruioe  that  his 
original  pnTohaae  wonld  be  completed.  Hr.  G. 
said  that  he  had  been  offered  some  port  of  the 
land  at  a  dollar  an  acre ;  be  was  informed  that 
it  woold  sell  for  two  to  settlers.  Mr.  O.  said  he 
knew  it  to  be  very  capital  land ;  and  if  the  fonr 
hnndrod  and  fiflv  thousand  acres  which  re- 
mained would  sell  for  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  while  be  only  gave  three  hnudred  thon- 
eand  for  the  whole,  he  would  have  made  a  good 


Thtiksdat,  February  28, 
JUreet  and  Ittdirtet  Thaw. 
crcouK  AiiD  kxphtdrubi. 

Mr,  GALLATm  hoped  that  the  motion  wodd 
not  prevail.  He  believed  he  was  the  only  person 
who  had  said,  that  he  was  not  desirous  that  the 
bis  laying  a  direct  tax  should  pass  this  session. 
For  it  WHS  tme,  that,  although  he  was  a  strong 
advocate  for  a  direct  tax — aJtbongh  he  thought 
a  sofficient  permanent  revenue  oonld  not  be 
drawn  from  any  other  source,  yet  he  did  not 
wish  the  law  to  pass  duriugthe  present  scesion; 
and  the  reason  was,  because  he  hod  not  a  suffi- 
dont  relianoe  upon  is  own  (pinion,  to  wish  a 
But^eot  of  this  sort  to  oome  into  bemg  against 
the  opinion  of  bo  many  members  of  this  Boose 
as  appeared  to  be  opposed  to  it  When  &» 
United  Stales  shall  think  it  neoeesary  (o  go  into 
the  measure,  he  trusted  it  woold  pass  wi^ 
great  unanimity.  At  present,  he  doubted 
whether  a  majority  of  die  country  was  not 
against  t^e  measnre,  especially  when  he  not 
<mly  saw  so  great  a  divisioa  in  that  House,  bnt 
apparency  a  local  division,  as  he  believed  on^ 
four  nemhera  East  of  Hudson's  Biver,  and  bA 
five  Sontii  of  Vii^uia  had  voted  for  the 
measure,  bv  which  it  appeared  to  be  a  mode 
dedred  only  by  the  Middle  States.  Dnlil, 
therefbre,  gentlemen  from  those  parte  had  re- 
turned home  and  oonsnlted  their  oonsMtnenti 
npon  the  subject ;  unl^  he  knew  that  the  law 
could  be  carried  Into  effect  with  more  muiunii^ 
than  at  this  tJme  appeared,  he  did  not  wieb  to 
press  it  He  was  willing,  therefore,  to  take  all 
the  blame  which  was  imputable  to  this  drcnm- 
stance  upon  himsel£  He  never  wished  the 
powen  of  Congress  to  be  exercised  in  a  w«; 
which  should  not  meet  with  pretty  general  ooit- 
cnrrence.  Yet,  bad  be  thought  the  ntnatios 
(a  the  United  States  had  been  anoh,  that  addi- 
tional revenue  was  abwdtitely  neoessaiv  te 
support  the  public  credit,  and  it  oonld  not  have 
been  oonvemently  raised  from  any  other  sonroc^ 
every  other  ounsideration  wonid  have  giTm 
way  to  that  necesidty.  But  he  did  not  think 
that  any  thing  which  had  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman  from  South  Oarolina  showed  that  there 
would  be  any  defidwoy  in  the  revenue  tac  Ibe 
present,  which  would  require  additdonal  tans 
to  supply  it 

He  would  Just  obaerve,  that  the  great  argo- 
ment  in  favor  <tf  direct  t 
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clrcnmstonoe,  the  friends  ol 

to  extend  that  plan  to  the  ntmost,  and  ruse 
every  thing  from  it  Be  should  have  drawn 
difierent  conolaslons ;  and  from  that  nnae^ 
tainty.  he  should  have  wiahed  never  to  have 
gone  beyond  those  bounds  which  they  knew 
were  safe. 

As  to  the  receipt*  of  1707,  Ur.  Q.  sud,  we 
bad  well  ascertained  them,  beoaoae  they  an» 
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famr  uaoimted  to  6,200,000  ddlan,  and  wbii 
nm,  with  the  intenud  datdes,  woold  be  fiilly 
ikqaate  to  the  expensca  of  the  Oovemment 
fir  tliis  year.  Yet  goine  gentlemea  tttonght 
the  odcijatioa  too  doee,  and  therefore  the  ad- 
AdouJ  dutiea  before  them  lud  been  ocaueoted 
to,  vhieh  he  believed  eveiy  txoe  most  aoknow- 
ledge  woold  be  folly  eqtul  to  any  defioienoy 
Oit  eoold  posnbly  arise.  The  i^omeata  of 
the  gentlentaiL  from  South  OaroUiu  applied  to 
the  year  1T&8.  He  swd  we  did'oot  know  what 
itfgnt  b«  the  amoDiit  of  the  importetioDa  of  the 
fremot  jeer ;  that  it  might  be  tew  than  hiat 
year,  and  thcvefore^  that  tevenus  onght  to  be 
pnnded  to  Kippi?  the  defldenoy,  if  there 
■boald  be  any.  Ine  argoments  woi^d  be  good, 
if  the  gwtUeman'a  dM«wei«  trne;  but  be  bad 
fivgottMi  that  the  ezpenaaa  of  1798  wenid  be 
IcH  than  thoee  of  the  preeeot  year  by  700,000 
ddlai%  indading  not  only  the  onirent  ezpenaee, 
hot  the  inatalment  <rf  the  Dntoh  debts,  which 
in  that  year  wonld  only  be  100,000  dollan. 
The  hHtdDMDt  tiiia  year  ia  400,0(K),  «o  that  in 
thia  itnn  there  will  bo  a  differanoe  of  340,000 
dollara ;  in  the  next  place,  the  280,000  dollars 
wbieh  thia  year  has  bew  agreed  to  be  paid  to 
tiie  D^  and  Begenoy  of  Algiere,  will  not 
oeear  again;  and  also,  the  180,000  dollars  qi- 
trapriated  for  finiahing  the  fiigate,  would  not 
neto  ^oride  another  year.  These  three  Items 
made  the  700,000  di^Ian  whidi  he  had  men- 
taoned.  In  addititH)  be  would  add,  that  thie  year 
thve  bad  been  a  oharge  <^  300,000  dtdlars  for 
the  deftnoe  of  the  fronoer  in  1790 ;  bot  perb^w 
•omsHiiag  mi^t  be  wanted  in  that  quarter 
■nothff  year,  and  thereRwe  be  voold  pass  over 
that  nm.  Bat  he  dion^t  tliere  oonld  be 
no  daiwer  rf  a  want  of  revenue  In  the  year 
1798, 

Mr.  6.  said,  ha  wonld  not  pretuid  to  aay  that 
it  woold  i>ot  be  desirable  to  inoreaae  the  ro- 
vanoe^  in  rader  that  they  might  pay  a  part  of 
•■eb  iiuUfanente  of  the  foreign  debt  aa  wonld 
heeame  dne  after  the  year  1801.  Certainly 
tfie  aooaer  oar  debt  oonld  be  paid,  the  better ; 
tat  he  meant  only  to  show  tJiat  there  was  no 
aaeemtf  for  trmaiinc  the  reraine  fbr  1708. 
It  ft  w«(«  oeeeawiy  to  raise  addUkoal  reYenoe, 
it  weald  be  fbr  two  prindpal  oljeots,  the  pey- 
■BiBt  ot  the  Dntch  debt  and  the  ti^t  per  cent 
dtttnei  stook;  bat  aa  theae  did  not  beoome 
doe  tin  the  year  ISOl,  they  were  not  nnder 
flw  .iMeeaBty  (tf  providing  the  meana  for  it  at 
pMaaot. 

During  tb9  next  seedcai,  Ur.  G.  said,  they 
ihoiild  bare  time  to  oompare  the  two  ^ystema 
tt  taxsa  tocetber,  and  to  oisooTer  wbiob  offered 
tit*  best  and  most  permanent  tonroee  of  revenne. 
Vor  the  reasons  be  had  ^ven,  be  should  be  op- 
psMd  to  the  motion. 

Hr.  W.  Smitb  Mid,  he  ahonld  not  addnoa 
■a^y  argnmenta  to  show  the  propriety  of  ad- 
*ndM  the  dn^  upon  thia  artiole  any  more 
ttsBuat  npoB  aoj  other ;  hot  he  wished  to 
Uiy  Mbra  the  oiKniiuttee  a  true  (tatement  of 


the  receipts  and  expendilnrea  at  the  United 
Statee,  in  order  to  ahow  what  anm  of  monc^ 
wonld  probably  be  wonted  to  answer  the  de- 
manda  c^  the  United  States,  As  he  differed 
oontiderabi;  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennayl- 
vania  as  to  our  real  wants,  he  oonmdered  it  la 
his  doty  ^  lay  this  statement  befbre  the  oom- 
mittee.  He  had  investigated  the  snbjeot  with 
as  mncb  aoonraoy  as  possible.  He  had  attended 
to  the  doomnente  wnicb  had  been  laid  befbre 
he  lawB  which  wonli' 

>n,  and  to  the  prob 

revenue.    The  resnlt  of  this  a  .    _, 

that  there  wonld  be  a  defldenoy  of  abont  a 
fflilHon  of  dollars.  To  what  the  additional  imr 
poets  already  agreed  to  wonld  amonnt,  he  conld 
not  say,  but  be  believed  they  wonld  make 
200,000  dollara  which  would  leave  a  deficiency 
of  800,000  dollars.  He  made  the  fbUowing 
statement: 

Eaauei  ef  1T07. 
CSvilliit,  ,  .  .  .    teS4,B39 

MQituy  ud  Naval  ErtablbJanot  aid  md- 

•Eons  •  •  -     1,2M,SS9 

Dcddancy  of  170«,  .  .  201,000 

Algaime  Kopnipiiatian,  ,  ,        876,600 

iDteiot  of  Ksneitia  Deb^  .  .  8,471,973 

IntareM  on  Dalcb  debt,  ,        814,841 

InjtfthnenU  do    do.  1T9T, .  400,000 

Premioni  ramitt.  lo.     .  .  50,000 

A[^iapriatbaulbrfHgate,    .  ,  171,000 


FoMOSoe,    . 

86,000 

lankAJck, 

1S0,000 

Itoek  redMnned, 

sslsw 

SuDdriM, 

•,200,698 

800,000 

6.400,608 

It  would  be  observed,  Ur,  B.  said,  that  the 

Ctlemen  from  PemtaylTanla  and  Maryland, 
oalcnlated  the  import  at  <,800,000  ddlai^ 
whilst  he  made  it  only  at  SJmMl,  wbtch  be 
took  from  tlie  Secretai7  of  the  iMamiry'a  state- 
ment, and  he  believed  thia  was  the  safeat  oalon- 
lation.  He  wonld  not  go  into  any  very  Itmg 
oi^nmant  on  this  snlject,  becanee  it  had  fre- 
quently been  luder  disonesion. 

Mr.  OALLi.Tiir  inqnired  from  what  doonment 
Ur,  Bwra  took  his  oalculatlous  t 

Mr.  W.  Smith  answered,  from  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  whiob  was  cal- 
onlaled  upon  a  permanent  plan.  In  oalonlationa 
on  the  subject  of  revenue^  the  largest  amonnts 
sbonld  not  be  taken.  It  was  not  policy  in  gear 
tJmnen  to  adopt  that  plan ;  they  ahonld  make 
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ftUovanoes  for  defldenciee  and  accideota.  The 
■itoation  <^  this  oonntrj  at  preMQt  required  it, 
and  it  would  be  safe,  prudent,  and  diacr«et^  to 
do  90.  The  BeoretaiT'  of  tlio  Treasury  had  «sti- 
mated  the  internal  reTenne  at  887,260  dollarB, 
while  tboee  gentlemen  made  it  MS,579. '  This 
thej  stated  fi^m  the  reTenne  of  last  year,  which 
it  was  probable  would  be  considerahlj  more 
than  this.  He  thongbt  there  waa  as  mnoh 
reason  for  taking  one  j«  the  other  statement ; 
and  the  Government  wonld  be  exposed  tji 
hazard  and  danger,  nnlees  allowanoes  were 
made  for  defldenoies. 

The  deficiencj-,  aooordtng  to  his  osloolatlan, 
was  1,012,969  dollars,  and  after  dednoting  from 
that  sum  800,000  for  the  additional  datiea  in  the 
lull  before  them,  there  wonld  remain  a  balance 
of  81S,9S9  dollars.    Admitting  the  gentleman' 


■,  I7W 


making  any  allowanoe  whatever  for  aoddents 
and  oconrrenoee  which  will  alwajv  bapp^ 
withont  making  any  provision  for  Uie  pnrenaae 
of  the  pahlio  debt,  which  might  at  this  time 
be  pnrcliaaed  to  great  advantage.  If  there  had 
been  monej  in  the  Treaanrj  f6r  the  purpose, 
Instead  of  paying  the  debt  at  par,  it  might  nave 
been  bought  np  at  16  or  17b.  in  the  ponnd.  And 
he  was  of  opinion,  &om  the  preeeut  ntoation 
of  things,  the  pnblio  debt  woold  rem«n  low, 
and  that  a  snrpliis  in  the  Treasorj  mi^t  be 
well  employed  in  pnrohasing  it. 

Bo  mnch  for  the  revAine  and  expensea  of  the 
preeent  year.  With  respect  to  1798,  there  was 
no  neoesntj  to  go  mnch  into  that  soblect.  The 
senHeman  fhmi  Pennsylvania  had  eetunated  the 
uistahneDtof  the  Batch  debt,payable  in  this  year, 
at  160,000  dollars  only ;  hnt  he  asked  whether 
itwoidd  be  wise  to  pay  only  that  smnt  And 
wheUier  it  had  not  been  in  the  oontemplation  at 
that  gentleman,  as  well  as  others,  to  pay  as 
mnoh  aa  they  oonld  yearly  I  He  knew  they 
shonld  not  be  obliged  to  pay  more  ;  bnt  he  be- 
lieved it  wonld  be  a  wise  policy  to  pay  an  eqnal 
snro  every  year.  That  gentleman  made  another 
dedaetlon  of  960,000  doHan,  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers  this 
year;  bnt  might  they  not  eipect  items  which 
they  did  not  oontemplato,  to  this  amount  t 
OontiiiRenoiea,  he  said,  occorred,  which  always . 
swelled  the  expenaei  Kreat«T  than  were  oontem-  - 
plated.  There  was  aJways  something  of  an  ex- 
traordinary nature  oooorring  to  call  for  money ; 
fifbec  an  Indian  war,  or  bumireotion,  depreda- 
tions of  fimign  pow«ra,  or  attacks  by  the  Al- 
gerinca,  Th«re  wae  no  guarding  with  certainty 
agdnat  them.  The  next  dednction  was  100,000 
dollan  for  the  frigates.  Whether  this  would 
be  saved  or  no^  was  nnoert^n.  The  next 
House  might  agree  to  go  on  with  the  frl- 
gatea. 

Upon  the  whole,  ilt.  8.  said,  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  provide  a  snffloienoy  of  reTenne,  uid 
there  was  no  prospect  of  getting  It  from  any 
other  than  the  otjeota  centred  in  the  bill  be- 
&ra  them.    A  land  tax  was  agreed  to  be  laid 


aside  for  the  present,  as  gentlemen  fhjm  tbi 
Eastward  seemed  whoUy  aguost  it,  and  those 
of  the  Uiddle  States  seemed  to  have  grown 
lukewarm  upon  the  subject.  The  duty  on 
stamps,  which  would  have  provided  c<Wdera- 
ble  revenue,  was  also  laid  a«de.  They  had 
agreed  to  la^  low  dnties  upon  distilled  domeetie 
spirits ;  no  mcrease  oonld  therefore  be  npect«d 
from  that  quarter.  They  conld,  then,  inly 
resort  to  such  articles  of  impost  aa  woild  H 
likely,  from  their  general  demand  and  other 
circumstances,  to  ^oduoe  additional  revenne. 
As,  therefore,  no  prospect  appeared  of  getting 
Other  revenue  than  by  the  article  before  them, 
he  should  be  oompelled  to  agree,  though  with 
reluctance,  to  the  advance  of  tne  duhr  on  sagsr. 

With  respect  to  their  land^  they  had  author- 
ized public  stock  to  he  recdved  in  pi^nient; 
and,  though  he  thought  this  a  very  vahiable 
regnlation,  both  for  ladtitating  the  sale-of  the 
land,  and  for  paying  off  the  debt,  the  lands,  on 
this  aooount,  would  not  produoe  much  cash  into 
the  Treasury. 

Hr.  8.  SioTH  s^d,  very  eariy  in  the  present 
sesiion,  he  read,  witji  some  attcutJiw,  the  report 
of  the  BecretuT  of  the  Treasury  m  the  snt;iectirf 
direct  taxes.  He  cast  hie  eye  upon  cwtalnartidM 
which  he  thongbt  proper  Bub,feotB  upon  whidi 
to  ruse  fbrtber  earns  from  indirect  sooroe^ 
among  which  were  salt,  sugar,  tea,  and  the 
whole  of  the  10  per  oent.  dass  of  goods;  he 
oommnnicated  his  sentlmenta  to  other  gentle- 
men, and  they  had  been  brought  forward. 

He  snpposed  the  Eonse  wonld  have  gone  into 
a  system  of  direct  taxes.  This  he  had  always 
considered  as  a  difflonlt  subject,  and  he  nercr 
oonld,  himself;  form  a  plan  adequate  to  efeet 
it ;  bnt  he  was  desirons  that  the  sol^eot  should 
have  been  taken  np,  that  In  case  of  extremis  it 
might  be  called  into  operation.  Hedidnottlusk 
any  bnmediate  wanta  d  the  revenne  reqaired 
this  tax  to  be  pnt  Into  exeontion,  but  he  wilted 
to  take  it  into  oonaideration,  to  see  what  oonld 
be  done  with  it.  He  had  atlll  his  doubts 
whether  it  oonld  be  earned  Into  exeontion;  if 
it  oonld.  It  wonld  doobtiess  form  a  valnable 
source  of  revenue,  which  conld  not  be  iqjnred. 
He  bad  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  presoit 
revenue  being  eqnal  io  our  preeeot-wants.    The 

Ctiemao  from  Bonth  Oarolina  ( Ifr.  W.  Bum) 
taken  his  calcnlatioiu  from  the  report  of 
the  Beoretan  of  the  Treasury ;  bnt  the  Secre- 
tary went  ioto  a  permanent  calculation  for  a 
period  of  18  years,  in  the  oourse  of  wMoh  he 
calonlated  the  nnl^ng  of  the  whole  debt. 

The  trade  of  1796,  Mr.  S.  said,  wonU  gin 
neariy  a  million  of  doUare;  of  course  there  oonU 
be  no  apprehenriong  upon  the  minds  tt  gtntle- 
men  that  the  reoeipti<n  1797  wonld  not beeqml 
to  the  wants  of  Oovermnent.  The  tax  npoi 
sugar  would  produce  800,000  dollars,  the 
gentleman  from  Penusylvanla  QCr.  OaLUTcf) 
was  oorrecton  this  entjeot. 

The  gentleman  trom  Bonth  OaroUna  (Ht.  w. 
Suth)  had  add,  It  was  not  wise  to  calonUte 
upon  the  highest  retnrna;  hut  Hr.  B.  Baartt 
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jiai,  and   when   they  knew  thAt  tbero 
be  TCOMved  in  thie  year  from  700,000  doUan  to 
one  minion,  there  oonld  be  no  doubt  of  the  year 
1TB8  blBng  far  short  of  that  6QD].    For  be 
not  on«  of  those  who  thought  the  revt 
■rising  from  this  year  would  be  inaoh  inferior 
to  that  uisinff  from  the  last. 

The  gentleman  twm  Booth  Oarolina  (Mr. 
HiB«B>  had  sappOMd  that  the  British  epoUa- 
tioaa  htid  not  Bffiwted  onr  revenne,  bat  that 
tboae  of  the  Frendi  would  be  aererely  felt.  He 
Hw  no  difffarenoe  between  them,  and  believed 
th^  wonld  be  fcJt  alike  in  proitortion  to  their 
extent.  [Mr.  Habpkb  eipluned.}  He  believed 
the  TTnited  States  «onld  mily  coognme  a  cert^n 
portion  of  the  goods  imported ;  the  r«et  would 
M  re-exported,  and  the  drawback  received  np- 
i»  them  ;  wid,  as  he  did  not  believe  the  oon- 
■Dmptkm  of  the  United  States  had  been  leseeD- 
ed,'it  would  follow  that  it  bad  been  the  re-ex- 
portation which  had  been  diminished,  and,  of 
eonne,  that  it  would  not  be  the  duties  which 
woold  be  deereaaed,  bnt  the  drawbacks.     This 


'_    '   >tJ(Hioftltei>evwne  this  year. 
Indeed,  he  waa  of  opinion,  that  the  revenue 
ariring  frmn  the  prtaent  year,  wonld  be  eqoal 
to  any  preoedii^  year,    lie  ezpensee  of  179? 
wosid  be  aa  followa: 

aamuTB  voa  tsi  tkui  1797. 

doe  OQ  put  of  the  Dnich  debt,  with  ii 


ut  no  the  whole  debt,  together  about 
*—"■'  S  per  oeiit.  and  6  per  cent,  stock, 
h"~*'  intereat  on  8  per  cent.  do. 

Ditto  on  &}  per  cent  do. 

DiilD  OD  4i  per  oeoL  do. 

Dins  on  nppoaed  unftnidad  debt, 


C  992,000 
2,824,1TS 
687,936 


t6,719,i2e 


Cvfl  litl;  Wat,  and  Dtplomatie,  (agreeably  to  the 

'■  r^ort,  ertfinaM  oo  tl^  ittiion  of  riz 

.    |eM,768 

g  on  Am  iBMJpn  of 

aoaly,         .  .  52,800 

CI  1,968 
U>,000 
46,W7 
12,000 


SMtctaiy'ii 


fir""  ****"*  "^ 


|2Se,450 
286,900 
76,000 
16,000 
26,000 
40,000 


Two 


1,460 

160,000 
60,000 
90,000 
15,000 
20,000 


12,266,865 


protectiaii, 
Indian  Deputmeot, 
CoDtingenciM  of  War  Department 
Repairia^  fortificatioai,  , 

Military  Peniioni, 
Naval  Department, 
Balance  due  on  Algeiine  bodoeu, 

iDtamal  eipaiuea  of  1797, 


The  expenses  of  the  Qoartermaster's  Depart- 
ment wonld  in  fntnre  be  conBiderably  lessened; 
for,  B^d  JSr.  B.,  heretofbre  great  expense  had 
been  incurred  by  land  carriage,  which  in  fntnre 
would  be  avoided,  as  the  forage  woald  oil  be 
conveyed  by  water.  Indeed  it  had  not  been  an 
nnnsaol  thing  for  the  horses  employed  la  con- 
veying forage  frxnn  one  postT  to  another,  to  eat 
the  whole  ::f  it  in  their  Jonmey  to  and  'froAi 
their  destinatjon,  and  some  horaea  had  been 
known  to  die  from  want  on  the  road.    The 


VaoAY,  Febroary  34. 
Amy  Dardin, 

The  HoQse  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  of  the  axth  nltmio, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Amy  Dar- 
din, which  lay  on  the  table;  wherenpon,  the 
said  report  was  read  at  the  Gerk's  table,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"  That  the  moat  important,  asd  all  the  material 
facia  renecting  thii  claim,  are  atated  in  the  former 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  conaider  the 
iald  petitiaa.  To  that  report  the  committee  now 
aak  teave  to  refer.  WbftteTer  juatice  there  ought 
originally  have  been  in  thia  claim  againat  the  United 
Ststea,  it  li  DOW,  and  ftir  many  yeara  put  hai  been, 
aa  clearly  within  the  itatatei  of  Umltation,  aj  a  mnl- 
titnie  of  other*,  which  have  been  nnected.  Tha 
oommittae  regrvt  that  no  relief  can,  with  pwiprie^, 
be  granted  to  the  peli^oner,  upon  her  anpUeMiaa. 
So  many  erib  would  leanlt  (torn  a  nu^eDBOo  of  the 
limitation  act,  for  the  admiMion  tS  clamia  limllar  to 
the  rate  under  oon^derattm,  the  eommittee  eannot 
reoMmaaod  that  meaaaie  to  be  adopted.  Tb^  aie 
of  opinion  the  prayer,  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 

The  qnestion  was  taken  that  the  Eonae  do 
agree  to  the  sud  report,  and  passed  in  the  ne^ 
ative — 84  to  2T;  when  Mr.  Gauatis  moved 
that  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  brin^  in  a  bill 
in  favor  of  the  petitioner.  This  motion  occ*- 
Noned  some  debate. 

Mr.  QALLiTnr  ewd,  he  wjjoloed  In  the  vote 
which  had  passed  in  respect  to  the  report  be- 
fore them,  as  it  was  a  precedent  against  the  act 
of  limitation.  When  a  alum  was  dear,  it  ww 
a  denial  of  Justdoe  not  to  pay  the  debt  He  did 
not  think  it  was  mora  justifiable  in  a  Qovem- 
meiit  to  nfDM  h»  p^  Uc  dehta,  than  it  w»  io 
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indlvidiialB  to  do  bo.  Thoogfa  an  act  erf  limita- 
tion bad  been  paaeed,  tbey  ought  cady  to  oon- 
rfder  it,  in  ft  modified  Bense,  as  a  guard  sgainst 
fraud ;  bnt,  in  coses  where  wej  were  convinced 
ft  debt  was  JQStlj  dae,  he  did  not  see  npun  good 
laindples  ttey  could  refiise  to  pay  it.  He  was 
sure  there  was  not  a  member  on  that  Soor  that 
woQld  do  so  in  his  individnal  capacity.  Nor 
did  he  believe  they  needed  to  be  operated  on 
by  the  fear  of  a  number  of  these  clums  being 
brought;  he  believed  their  number  was  email. 
Bnt,  said  he,  shall  we  fear  that  we  shall  be  call- 
ed upon  to  pay  &  few  more  jost  debts?  Ho 
tniBt«d  so  nnwortby  an  appi^henaion  wonld  not 
prevent  them  from  doing  what  was  right  The 
ftot  of  limitation  was  produced,  he  said,  by  an 
incapacity  to  pay  the  clums  which  were  made 
upon  Government,  and  now  they  took  advan- 
tage of  that  o^iacity,  by  refnsing  to  pay  theinst 
d^ands  which  were  made  npon  them.  The 
oartificalet  which  bad  been  given,  not  worth 
more  than  one-eighth  of  their  nominal  valne, 
had  been  scattered  all  over  the  United  SUtea, 
■nd  the  distance  from  the  aeat  of  Government 
had  been  the  reason  ^plication  had  not  been 
made  for  pnnent.  He  spoke  from  his  own 
knowledge.  He  bad  some  of  them  pat  int«  his 
hands.  Some  of  them  he  was  fortonate  enonrii 
to  get  pdd  before  the  act  of  limitation  passed ; 
others  were  yet  unsettled.  Jt  was  only  einoe 
the  erection  of  this  Government,  wMoh  had 
given  them  the  aMlity  to  pay.  that  these  claims 
were  bronght  forward ;  for  six  or  seven  years 
every  kind  of  cWm  was  mustered,  and  the 
publla  debt  was  connderably  swelled  by  them, 
but  now  a  contrary  extreme  was  observed,  and 
no  claim,  however  jnat,  hod  a  chance  of  being 
aatisfled.  He  had  never  tronbled  the  House  on 
ft  subject  of  this  kind  before,  but  he  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  fortunate  decimon  of  this 
morning  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 

Mewro.  Hrath,  Uaoob,  Wiluams,  and  D. 
FoBTKB,  were  agwnst  a  ooramittea  being  a^ 
p<dnted  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  they  hoped  no  par- 
tial re^olatlcat  would  take  ;dftoe,  but  that  if  any 
ooeption  waa  mftde,  from  the  operation  of  the 
not  of  limitation,  it  would  be  done  in  a  general 
wfty,aB  then  was  a  srefttnmnber  of  claims  eqnal- 
1^  well  entitled,  with  Mn,  Dordin'e,  to  payment, 
udeed,  Mr.  B.  Foena,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Oloims,  (who  was  not  present  when 
the  qnestion  was  Uken  npon  the  report,)  said, 
if  this  claim  was  granted,  it  would  brijig  for- 
ward a  thousand  othcn. 

The  report,  petition,  and  pwera,  were  oom- 
mitted  to  Uie  whcde  Honse  on  Monday. 

Satusdat,  Febroary  SB. 
Suability  iff  BtaUt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HiBPXB,  the  House  then 
neolved  Itsdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  Tqtort  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
resolution  sent  tk\»n  the  Senate,  anthoriztng  the 
pRBsmsiiT  to  make  inqniry  ot  certain  States 
vbethsr  tiiqr  hod  adopted  the  proposed  amend- 


ment to  the  oonstitatioD  with  respect  to  th» 
suiriiiUty  of  States. 

The  Bsleot  committM  did  not  confine  tbem- 
selves  to  this  dn^e  amendment,  u  report<d 
from  the  Benste,  bnt  went  back  to  the  year 
I7BS,  when  twelve  amendments  were  proposed 
by  Congress ;  for  though  they  state  eleven  Statei 
out  of  fourteen  had  ratified  tea  of  thcK  amoid- 
menla  in  the  year  1791,  yet  they  were  of  opin- 
ion that  a  doubt  might  arise  whether  eleven 
States  ongbt  to  be  oonridered  as  t}]e  three-fourths 
of  fourteen;  they  therefbre  wished  the  Psm- 
DKNT  to  be  reguestod  to  make  inqmiy  also  from 
the  non-rati^ing  States  on  the  sntijeet  of  these 
ton  amendments. 

Mr.  Nicholas  add,  the  Teeolnti<Hi  of  itself  wss 
only  exceptionable  as  it  had  oonneotion  with  the 
statement  which  went  before  it,  in  which  it  wm 
made  a  qnesticai  whether  the  ten  last  amend- 
ments of  the  twelve  propoaed  by  Congrets  to 
the  States  in  March,  1789,  were  ever  madepsrt 
of  the  constitution.  He  did  not  wish  a  doubt 
to  be  expressed  on  this  sntgect.  This  doubt,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  eeemed,  reded 
on  a  snpposititHi  that  eleven  were  not  thrsfr- 
fourths  of  fbnrt»eo.  He  conid  not  ooucdve  how 
any  doubt  could  arise  on  this  subject,  smoe  it 
must  be  acknowledged  by  «very  one  that  eleven 
was  more  than  thrae-fonrths  of  ftmrteen.  If 
the  abjection  arose  from  fourteen  not  bemg 
divimble  in  eqnsl  fourth  parts,  it  was  an  objec- 
tion to  the  constitotion  as  originally  made.  It 
was  formed  by  thirteen  Btatea,  which  was  no 
more  divisible  into  fourths  than  fbnrteea  On 
this  ground,  on  amendment  conld  never  have 
been  made  to  the  constitution.  He  hoped  the 
Ohoirman  of  the  oommittee  wonld  pve  them 
some  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Haspkb  said,  it  was  sot  of  muoh  impor- 
tanoe  whether  the  oommittee  had  doubti^o^ 
whether  those  doubts  were  well  founded.  The 
committee  stated  they  had  these  doubts.  He 
bod  them  jnotwfaetber  eleven  was  three-fourthi 
of  fourteen,  aooording  to  arititmstical  cdculo- 
tiott— every  sdiool  boy  knew,  that,  in  that  view, 
etevm  was  more  fliantiire»-fWtbsof  fouitMn; 
bnt  it  was,  whether  yon  ooold  make  a  division 
of  States.  He  believed  it  could  not  be  done; 
he  believed  there  must  be  twelve  rft6tjia% 
States  to  be  three-fourths,  as  intended  by  the 
constitution,  because  that  number  wontd  be 
throe-ftiniths  of  alzteoi,  which  was  tiie  near«et 
nuinber  to  firarteen  o^ble  of  four  eqnal  iltv^ 
dona.  Whether  this  donbt  wm  well  finmded  oi 
not,  there  conld  be  no  harm  in  directing  the 
inquiry  to  be  nude;  it  would  be  mmde  as  soon 
for  thuieen  amendments  as  for  one,  and  if  a:^ 
other  State  should  have  ratified  the  ton  anMod- 
menta  in  question,  all  doubt  wonld  be  removed. 
Mr.  H.  noticed  an  error  or  two  which  hod  es- 
caped the  oommittee  in  their  report. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  rceolntion  under  oon- 
rideration  went  to  direct  the  PsmDEBT  to  apply 
to  all  those  Stfttes,  by  whom,  as  &r  as  can  be 
known  from  the  offlraal  documents  beretnfbre 
tnmsnitted,  all  or  any  of  the  amendments  at 
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aj  time  proposed  by  OoDRreM  still  remained 
lo  be  ratiBed.  There  oonlu  be  no  ooca^on  to 
make  the  inqoir;  iritb  respect  to  all  tbeae 
dneadmeata,  nnleaa  it  were  taken  for  granted 
tbat  none  of  them  had  yet  been  ratified.  He 
ns,  thortfore,  of  opinion,  with  the  geDtieman 
from  Virginia,  that  snch  an  sppUoation  would 
be  verj  improper,  as  brinf^ng  the  ten  last 
■mendm^ita  into  doubt,  wbjoh  he  believed  to 
be  S8  mneh  »  part  of  the  oonatitation  as  auj 
other  srtlde  in  it ;  he  also  thooKbt  them  a  yoj 
valoAble  part,  and  not  to  he  trined  with. 

Bnt,  apon  what  groond,  said  Kr.  G.,  do  the 
^voCBtes  of  this  report  prove  that  11  ia  not 
titree-fomths  of  141  The  idea  was  so  novel 
that  he  ooold  scarcelj  nDdentand  what  princi- 
ple they  adopted  in  order  to  create  a  donbt  or 
their  mindJ  on  this  sntjeot.  To  him  the  po«- 
tion  that  11  was  more  than  three-fonrths  of 
fonrte^i  appeared  to  be  one  of  thoee  aelf-^rideot 
azioiQa  which  hardlj  admit  of  a  proof!  The 
principle  on  which  the  doubt'  arose  most  be  so 
verj  nice,  so  abetrac^  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  capable  of  comprehending  it. 
Anions  as  he  was  to  avoid  ssyiog  any  thing 
wfaitdi  tni^t  be  eonatraed  as  miutatement,  he' 
voold,  however,  attempt  to  analyse  what  he 
MocAived  to  be  the  groond  of  the  gentleman 
from  Sontb  Garoltoa,  (JCr.  Haspcb.} 

It  appeared  to  him  that  that  gentleman 
thought  three-fourths  in  itself  was  not  a  frac- 
tion of  the  onit,  was  not  a  number  oonveying  to 
the  mind  the  dmple  ideaof  a  fracti<m ;  but  &at 
it  was  a  componnd  of  fractions,  and  that  the 
only  way  by  wHch  the  idea  of  three-fourths 
ooold  be  conceived  was  bj  a  dscompoution 
Beewisethe  idea  of,  three-fonrths  was  by  oni 
CDtnerical  arithmetio  ezpreased  bv  the  tw( 
itgnres  f,  that  gentleman  was  noable  to  con' 
eeiT«  what  it  meant  except  by  decomposition 
by  divi^jDg  the  nnit  into  fonr  equal  parts  anc 
multiplying  the  result  by  8.  And  if  that  idea 
ol  three-foarths  had  happened  to  be  expressed 
by  tlia  fivctioD  nine-twelfths,  (which  was  the 
Hme  thing  as  three-foorths,}  that  gentleman 
eoold  not  have  conceived  it  except  by  dividing 
in  the  first  place  the  unit  into  twelve  parts  and 
theD  moltimying  the  result  by  nine.  In  fact 
be  denied  Ute  existence  of  any  number,  part  of 
a  onit,  except  as  it  consisted  of  an  aggr^&te  of 
RDch  part*  as  the  unit  coold  exactly  be  £vided 

Tbns,  when  peaking  of  fonrteen  States,  al- 
fhoofth  he  Qtr.  Gallatoi)  conld  at  once  nnder- 
atand  that  Uiree-fonrths  of  fourteen  was  ten-and- 
a-bal(  and,  therefore,  fadmittin^  aa  be  did 

tngether  with  that  gentlemaiL  tlmt  tL __ 

a  Scale  was  indivisible)  that  eleven  States  were 
more  than  three-fonrths  of  fourteen,  the  gen- 
tiemaa  &om  Soath  Carolina  proceeded  in  adif- 
fereot  way.  The  fourth  part  of  fourteen  being 
thrce-awl-o-haU^  he  says  that,  aa  a  State  cannot 
be  divided,  yon  most  take  tour  States  instead  of 
three-and-a-half  for  the  foorth  port  of  fourteen, 
and  then  multq>lying  these  fonr  States  by  three, 
fai  order  to  get  ibe  three-fonrtha,  be  ooncludes 
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that  twelve  States  are  three-qnarters  of  fourteen 
— that  the  twelve  States  out  of  fonrteeu  are  ne- 
itify  the  amendments.  He  believed 
the  gentleman  would  allow  that  be  had  not 
miniated  his  opinion. 

Let  US  now  see,  taid  Mr.  G.,  how  this  doo> 
trine  wiU  operato.  It  wonld  go  to  prove,  in 
some  instances,  that  three-foorths  of  a  ccunbor 
is  greater  than  the  whole.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
the  case  of  five  SUtes.  One-fourth  of  flveisli; 
bat  aa  the  vote  of  a  Stato  cannot  tie  divided, 
yon  must  call  it  two ;  or,  as  the  gentleman  ex- 
preMed  it,  five  not  bong  divisible  into  fonr 
equal  parts,  yon  most  take  the  nearest  number 
to  five  capable  of  such  dlvinon,  that  is  to  say  8, 
the  fourth  part  of  which  is  two ;  two,  therefore, 
mnst  be  considwed  as  the  fonrth  part  of  five 
States,  and  as  three  multiplied  by  two  is  six,  it 
follows,  aooording  to  that  gentleman's  doctrine, 
that  the  three-fonrths  of  five  is  six  I  Sappoee 
that,  in  the  oonatitntion,  instead  of  the  expres- 
sion three-fbartbs,  it  had  been  said  that  nine- 
twelfths  were  necessary.  The  nnmber  of  StstM 
when  the  oonatitation  was  framed  was  thirteen. 
In  that  case  one-twelfth  of  thirteen  being  one 
and  one-twelfth,  yon  must,  the  voto  of  a  Stato 
being  indivisible,  call  it  two;  bo  that  in  that 
way  of  re<^oning,  nine-twemhs  ^which  is  the 
aame  thing  as  three-fonrths)  of  13  is  18 1  Oon- 
seqnently,  the  consent  of  eighteen  Statce  wonld 
have  been  necessary  hi  order  to  ratify  any 
amendment  to  the  constitntion  of  a  nation  ooa- 
sisting  only  of  IS  States, 

Let  na,  aald  be,  examine  a  little  farther.  The 
same  part  of  the  constitntion  which  providas 
for  amendments  of  the  conatitatiDn,  says,  that 
an  amtodment  shall  be  proposed  by  two-thirda 
of  both  Houses  of  Oongress ;  hot  he  supposed 
the  voto  of  a  man  was  no  more  divisible  than 
that  of  a  State.  He  wished  to  know,  therefore, 
how  the  gentleman  woul^  on  his  principle^ 
oalcnlato  wiiat  were  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  when  their  whole  number  was  not  divi- 
sible by  three  t 

In  making  treaties  he  wished  to  know  what 
was  meant  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  present?  If  the  nnmber  present  hap- 
pened not  to  be  divisible  by  three,  woold  that 
gentleman  say,  that  in  that  case,  the  next  num- 
ber above  the  nnmber  present  mnst  be  token, 
which  woold  be  divisible  by  three,  and  that  if 
two-thirds  of  that  number  did  not  oononr  in  the 
voto  for  the  treaty,  no  treo^  shonld  be  ratified  I 
On  that  prindple,  in  some  inatanoea,  a  greater 
pn^ortion  of  the  Senate  would  be  necessary  to 
ratj^  atrea^  tlianhad  been  nsnally  nnderstood, 
aoooiraing  to  the  g»nersUy  reodved  opinion  of 
theai         "■' " 


to  r^eot  the  repor^  aa,  b    .  , 

alluded  to,  it  waaoonleasedly  inaoenrate  in  some 
of  ita  parte,  and  adopt  the  resolodon  sent  from 
the  Senate,  wbkh  applied  only  to  the  amend- 
ment respecting  the  so^nlity  of  State*.  If  tbe 
Hooae  meant  to  go  any  flu-Uter,  thev  might  in- 
trodooe  the  flnt  aod  leoond  ameoanuDta  pn>- 
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poMd  at  th«  suue  time  with  the  other  Wn, 
bot  which  had  not  jet  been  radfled. 

Ur.  Bakpsb  add,  he  wonid  add  a  word  or 
two  to  what  he  had  atreadj  offered  on  thU  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  know  whether  the  House 
thought  with  him  on  thia  sabject,  that  it  was  a 
donbtfiil  point  whether  the  ten  amendments  in 
qnestioD  bad  been  ratified  acoordins  to  the  sense 
of  Uie  oonstitntion.  If  they  didjthoy  would  of 
conrae,  vote  for  tbe  report  The  gentlemBn 
from  Penuajlvania,  he  acknowledged,  had  not 
on^  showQ  his  knowledge  in  arithmetic,  bat 
also  his  wit,  whioh  had  not  nntil  now  been 
brought  before  than.  In  the  eqJoTinent  of  the 
last  he  had  participated  in  common  with  tht 
Hooae. 

Mr.  DiTTos  (the  Speaker)  was  in  favor  of 
rejecting  the  reeolntion  reported  bf  the  select 
committee,  as  it  embraced  too  many  objects, 
and  held  ont  a  kind  of  invitation  for  Statea  to 
come  forward  and  propose  amcndmente  to  tbe 
oonstitntion.  He  trosted  the  first  of  the  amend- 
ments, proposed  in  1786,  relative  to  the  pro- 
portion of  repreeentaUim,  never  wonld  be  agreed 
to,  as  it  would  have  extremely  uuschievooB 
effects.  Indeed,  if  any  thing  were  done  with 
reepeot  to  that  amendment,  be  ebonld  think  it 
ought  to  be  to  reqneat  those  States  which  have 
not  adopted  it,  not  to  do  it,  and  those  who  have 
agreed  to  it,  to  revoke  their  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
The  qnesdon  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion reported,  and  negatived,  without  divi^on. 
The  reeolnuon  was  as  follows : 
■■iiMvInd;  That  thfl  pTeddsnt  of  the  United  Statu 
be  reqoMted  to  apply,  ■■  tMadUy  aa  may  be,  to  ill 
thoM  Statai,  by  wMdi,  aa  fu  u  can  be  known  fr— 
die  official  doonmentv  hervti^ora  CnuiBnitted,  all 
any  of  the  amendment*,  at  any  time  propoeed  __ 
Congreu,  itill  remmini  to  be  raofisd  ;  mod  to  obtain 
fVom  them  anthentio  infonnation  of  the  proceeding! 
had  by  them,  re^ctively,  on  the  nibject  of  those 
amesdmenti,  or  any  of  them.' 

The  qnestioa  was  then  taken  on  the  reeola- 
tion  of  the  Senate,  and  agreed  to.  It  was  as 
fc41ows : 

"  Raelredia  O*  BtitaU  <md  Haut  tffXepmmtalira 
of  Hit  Unittd  Stala  ^  Jmerutffe  Ctigr—  asttmbltd. 
That  the  Freaident  be  requested  to  adopt  lomB  ^leedy 
ud  eflMoal  means  of  obtamiag  iofonoatirai  fiinn 
tlie  States  of  Connacticat,  New  Jeney,  Penn^lvania, 
Maryland,  'nrrinia,  Eeatocky,  TenneeMC,  aod  South 
Ciiolina,  whemer  they  have  ratified  the  amendment 
proposed  by  CooneM  to  the  comtitDtion,  conoeming 
the  aiabm^  of  States :  If  they  have,  to  ofct^  the 
pupai  evideoaas  tbsnofL" 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Gau^nH,  the  Honse  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Thole  on 
the  bill  to  aooommodate  the  Fbimdebt  or  tbi 
Usmo  Srans;  when 

Mr.  EiNinBeon  said,  he  wished  for  informa- 
tion on  this  snlfjeot,  aa  be  had  not  anffloient  to 
convince  him  of  the  propriety  of  granting 
14,000  dollars,  in  addition  to  tbe  fbmitnre  now 
in  poweasion  of  tbe  Pebuucat;  he  therefore 
moved  to  strike  ont  tbe  14,000,  for  tbe  pnipoae 


of  inserting  6,000.  The  bill  informed  them 
that  this  Bum,  in  addition  to  what  mi^t  arise 
fWim  the  sale  of  snch  of  the  present  fumitnie 
-  -  may  be  decayed,  ont  of  refisir,  or  nnflt  for 
a,  was  to  be  laid  ont  in  ftimuhing  the  honse- 
hold  for  the  PaBamxirr.  It  was  very  lately 
that  they  had  received  a  proposition  tWnu  the 
Senate  to  advance  the  saluy  of  the  PBianiEn 
6,000  dollars;  the  bill  was  r^ected  by  that 
House.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this  bin  went 
to  effect  tbe  same  thing  in  a  different  way.  If 
the  objaot  was  merely  to  fttmish  the  honaehold 
of  tbe  PBMtDBHT,  he  thonght  a  mnch  less  ^nm 
wonld  be  adeqQate  to  that  pnrpose.  He  thongbt 
5,000,  with  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sale  of  snch  of  the 

KBsent  ftimitQre  as  was  nnflt  for  service,  might 
snffictenL  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  sam 
wonld  make  the  fhmitnre  of  the  "PsasiDBn 
for  foor  years  to  come  eqoal  to  what  It  had  been 
for  fbnr  years  past. 

Mr.  Nicholas  vrished  the  gwitleman  would 
leave  the  sum  blank,  instead  of  inserting  S,000, 
Mr.  HaiTDEBaoR  consented. 
The  question  was  taken,  and  negatived — 19 
to  89. 

The  committee  then    rose,  and  the  House 
having  taken  up  the  subject — 

Mr.  NiGHOLAa  said,  as  a  m^ority  of  the 
Honse  was  against  striking  ont  this  smn,  he 
wished  to  have  some  information  why  this  Bum 
was  fixed  upon,  and  for  what  purpose  it  was  to 
be  applied.  No  one  wished  more  than  he  did 
to  plaoe  the  'Psteayxsr  in  a  situation  oonforroa- 
ble  to  his  station ;  bat  according  to  his  infor- 
mation, this  sum  was  more  than  was  f^ven  to 
tbe  present  P^ssidkrt  on  his  entering  upon  the 
offloe,  thongh  there  remaned  the  whole  of  the 
furniture,  most  of  which  was  werth  ss  much 
this  time  as  it  was  when  first  pnrohased. 
Mr.  BrrOBBAvis  sud,  he  would  give  to  (he 
gentleman  all  the  information  which  he  had  (ffl 
the  sabject.  In  the  year  1TT8  or  1779,  by  a  rs- 
Bolotion  of  the  old  Oongresa,  an  honsebold  wu 
eetablished  for  the  Pszsidbbt  of  Oongreas.  This 
remained  until  the  present  Oovemment  w^ 
into  operation  in  the  year  I7S9.  It  was  then 
resolved,  that  Mr.  Osaoon  should  be  reqiKisted 
to  fit  up  the  Honse  in  a  proper  manner  for  the 
reception  of  the  PsasroBsr  or  the  TJkubo 
Statis.  In  that  year  the  law  paseed  for  ccm- 
pensatingthe  PRaaumrroFTHKTJRTRDSrtras, 
which  enacted  that  a  a^ary  of  26,000  dollars 
should  be  allowed  him,  together  with  the  nsa 
of  tbe  fOmitnre  then  in  his  poasoarion  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Statw,  This  ftimitnre  ooit 
tbe  United  States  18,667  dollars,  88  oenta. 
Daring  the  period  from  1779,  when  the  house- 
hold was  first  eetablished  nntil  1789,  when  the 
Faasawn  ov  ths  Usrm)  Statu  entered  upon 
his  offloe,  the  flimitnre  which  had  been  por- 
ohased  for  tiie  PBB«n>Mrr  by  Congress,  was  so 
mndi  decayed,  that  it  required  nearly  14,000 
dollars  to  replenish  it  It  was  tbe  opinion  of 
the  joint  oommittee,  therefore,  that  in  a  lapse 
of  eight  years,  via :  from  1789  to  tbe  present 
time,  the  fbraltare  then  pnrohaaed  must  havt 
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aptiieae^i  eqnal  dilapidatlcm  and  deoay,  and 
that  B.  ■am  at  least  m  large  aa  wu  then  alloved 
^MrtiealarlT'  irhen  it  waa  ooonderod  that  the 
price  of  goods  waa  Tery  macb  advanced  nnce 
that  tim^  ahonld  now  be  allowed  for  patting 
the  present  honaehold  upon  the  same  footing 
atitmectahj^tf  and  oonvenlence  with  tiiat  at 
Kew  Turk  ia  1789.  Xr.  S.  did  not  know  that 
tM  coold  give  anj  farther  inibrmation  on  the 
■abject.  It  waa  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  a 
put  part  of  the  goods  then  pdrohased  wire 
worn  ont  and  destroyed ;  such  aa  the  household 
liaeo,  crookery  ware,  Ae^  and  that  the  Pbm- 
saxT  had  renewed  them  at  hia  own  azpenae; 
inaooineh  that  if  he  were  to  take  oat  of  the 
EooM  the  ftaniitnre  whidi  he  had  sopplied, 
there  woold  HtUe  t^nwn  in  it  besides  tables, 
lAuin,  bedstead^  and  a  few  saoh  artjoles;  rinoe 


tbeoi 


d  wish  to  obviate 


w  gentlemao  from  New  Jersey  (Mr, 
Hbsdbxsos)  had  supposed  that  this  allowance 
waa  meant  to  oairy  into  dfeot  what  hod  been 
iBfeoted  in  anotlier  w^,  aHodingto  the  propos- 
ed advance  of  aalatr.  That  gentkmaa  might 
aee  a  twt  obnoos  distiootioB  ttetween  the  two 
things.  If  $S,000  had  been  added  to  the  mlai^ 
of  tbe  PBKsmEHT,  he  could  have  disposed  of  it 
sa  he  pleased ;  bnt  tlte  money  now  proposed  to 
be  granted,  was  to  be  employed  in  the  pnrohaae 
of  ramitore,  Ac,  which  woiud  remain  the  pro- 
perty at  the  United  States,  and  wonld  devolve 
-spoil  thenaxt  PRsansaT.  Hr.  B.  said,  he  wonld 
add,  that  in  the  J<nnt  ooounittee  there  was  not 
a  diaeenting  voice  to  the  proposition,  and  he 
hoped  there  woold  not  be  one  in  the  Honse. 

Tbe  qneetitm  was  pat  fi>r  eogroasutg  Oa»  bill 
far  a  third  readiog^  and  tarried,  (liera  being  fifty 
roCee  in  &vor  of  it.  This  d^  and  Honday  were 
m0n*i(»ied  &r  the  third  reading;  the  qoeetion 
vas  earned  fbr  the  most  distant  day,  40  to  86. 

VoHOAT,  Febroary  AT. 
Aeetmtnodation  </  the  Fretidrnt. 
The  bill  to  aeoommodate  the  Pbuidknt  wh 
read  tlte  third  time ;  when  Hr.  Hkaih  moved 
to  have  tbe  tall  recommitted,  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
■riking  oot  (14,000  to  insert  $8,000.  T 
thoD^t  $14,0W  too  large  a  mm  to  be  given 
pBre£aae  new  Aimittu«;  (8,000  he  thon^t 
woold  be  a  saffidently  bandiome  warn  fbr  the 
porpoee.  They  were  ^tt  to  be  too  lavish  whh 
the  pBbHe  mcatey  on  some  oooadoos,  and  too 
paring  a&olbH&  He  had  not  been  eatiifled 
with  ue  nasona  which  had  been  given  by  the 
Chainoan  of  the  oommittee  for  giving  tbe  stun 
now  in  tbe  MH.  At  a  time  when  our  Treasury 
w^  so  much  ia  want  of  money,  he  did  not 
wiah  so  Uffte  a  smn  to  be  given  for  this  pnr- 
ptae ;  nor  did  he  think  it  neocasary,  ezoept  it 
w«a  to  put  oor  PnamsirT  in  the  style  of  a 
~  ''or  prince.  And  this  he  wasanre  the 
r  <»  THi  Ukusd  Sxaks  would  noC 


wish,  ss  he  believed  he  was  a  gentleman  of 
great  economy,  and  wonld  ipnm  at  any  thing 
like  tinsel  or  expense.  Five  tlionssnd  dollars 
had  been  thought  a  safficient  anm  for  this  pnw 
pose,  bnt  he  was  witiiog  to  give  (8,000.  Ha 
hoped  the  bill  woold  therefore  be  reoommltted, 
"id  this  stun  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Ui.ooir  seoonded  the  motion  for  reoatn- 
mitting  the  bill.  He  waa  sgunst  it  altogethw. 
He  did  not  see  why  they  shonld  fnndsh  the 
hoase  of  the  pKuiDnn'  any  more  than  that  of 
an^  otber  of  their  officers.  He  thought  the 
thmg  improper  atflnt,  and  thatit  was  wrong  to 
ooDtinne  the  iwaotioe.  If  the  salary  waa  not 
large  enongh,  it  shonld  be  made  larger,  thongh 
he  thondit  It  snffldently  large. 

Mr.  KuTHKRFOKD  oonoaiTed  with  Ma  col- 
leagoe,  Mr.  Ebatb.  It  was  necessary,  he  Bud, 
that  Repnblioana  ebonld  be  OMisistent  If  we 
thns  give  away  the  people's  money,  Hud  he, 
shall  we  not  be  charged  with  rapadoiiBly  put- 
ting onr  hands  into  their  pockets?  Have  we 
not  he  added,  refused  to  redreea  grieroncea 
and  ipjories,  and  to  do  Jostiee  to  many  deserv- 
ing and  distressed  citizens,  becanseonr  Treasny 
is  low  t  And  shall  we  now,  when  there  is  no 
right  reason  for  it,  lay  hold  of  the  public  Trea- 
sury, sod  laviab  away  (14,0001  For  wfaatt 
For  adding  new  ftarnitnre  to  the  honse  of  the 
Pasentmrr.  No ;  he  was  willing  to  render  him 
all  poanble  respect;  he  remembered  well  his 
letter  to  oar  sister  Sepnbllo  of  Holland,  He 
had  a  pretty  good  memory.  He  remembered 
well  his  patriotism ;  bnt  he  saw  no  reason  to  ' 
give  him  (14,000.  He  would  give  him  (8,000, 
which  he  thcn^t  wonld  be  a  very  pretty  com- 
pliment; bnt  to  give  (14,000  would  outrage 
every  idea  of  that  eccmomy  and  Republican 
titnplioily  which  onght  to  characterize  the 
American  nation.  Why,  sud  he,  ahall  we,  who 
ore  B  Oonfederocy  of  the  Democratic  Republic- 
ans, everlastingly  keep  oar  eyes  npon  tiie  pa- 
geantry of  Eastern  Ooitrtsl  Let  us  ratW 
attend  to  onr  own  character  than  that  of  any 
det^tic  luticm  npon  earth.  He  ht^ed  the  bill 
wonld  be  reoominitted. 

Hie  qnestion  for  reoommlttiiig  was  oarrie^-^ 
40  to  40. 

Tbe  House  aooordlngly  resolved  itself  Into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  when — 

Mr.  Ekith  moved  to  strike  oat  (14,000  and 
insert  (8,000. 

Mr,  QnjjtBFiE  oelled  fbr  tbe  eatimate,  whieh 
he  nnderatood  was  In  possasrion  of  the  oon^ 

Hr.  SrroratATis  said  there  was  no  estlEaate 
before  the  Honse  or  committee.  All  that  he 
had  seen  waa  a  list  of  the  fhrnitore  which  had 
been  pnrohased  for  the  PusmEitT  in  1789.  He 
himselfbadnothodpatlenoetogothronghit;  bat 
iftheg«itlemanwishedlt,it  might  be  read  to 
tiie  Honse, 

Mr.  Haktut  hoped  there  woold  have  been 
no  objection  to  this  iqiproprlation.  He  thought 
the  Ohsinnea  of  the  oommittee  had  folly  shown 
the  propriety  of  granting  the  (14,000  to  tbe 
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Pbssidbkt,  who  was  not  merely  aa  officer  of 
the  OoTQnunent,  bat  abnnohof  U.  Itwtwnot 
siTing  the  money  away,  but  merely  advandDg 
It  on  BcooQDt  of  the  United  Statu.  He  was  not 
in  favor  of  high  salaries,  bnt  he  wished  the  aitn- 
fttion  of  the  PREaiDEirr  to  be  made  ocMnfortable 
and  respectable. 

Ur.  Erath  a^d,  he  believed  a  great  part  of 
tbefDmitDre  which  waapnrciiased in  1789,  was 
ftt  preaeot  as  good  aa  when  laid  in ;  this  waa 
particularly  the  case  with  reepeot  to  the  niahog' 
•07  furniture;  and  he  thou^t  the  (S,000 
would  be  a  Boffloient  sum  to  replace  all  artioles 
of  a  periahaUe  nature,  such  as  carpets,  lin- 
ena,  fto. 

Ur.  Holland  waa  in  fireor  of  atriking  ont,  be- 
oaose  it  was  only  neoessar?  to  ^tpropriate  as 
much  as  might  be  neceaBary  whilst  Qoreniment 
ranained  here,  as,  when  it  should  be  removed, 
tiie  fimiitare  now  naed  might  not  be  anitable 
for  the  house  at  Washington.  At  that  time,  he 
■opposed  a  farther  snm  wonld  be  ot^ed  fin',  and 
therefore  he  thought  a  less  anm  than  (1^000 
wonld  be  sufficient  for  the  present  pnrpoee. 

Itr.  WiLLiAus  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
stood.  He  had  been  told  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  make  an 
offer  to  the  PBKaoiKin'  of  the  house  which  had 
lately  been  erected  in  this  dty;  if  so,  perhape 
the  furniture  which  might  be  pnrchased  for  it 
would  be  Buitabte  for  the  honae  in  the  Federal 
City.  He  had  before  sud  that  he  thought  it 
wonld  have  been  better  to  have  angmented  the 
salary  of  the  pKHDKnr,  and  let  him  pnrohase 
his  own  furniture.  But  m  that  had  not  been 
agreed  to,  he  wished  the  cmnmittee  now  toiise 
and  report  progreea,  that  information  ml^it  be 
gained  on  the  snbjeot ;  because  he  thought  if  he 
was  to  have  that  house,  that  sum  would  not  be 
too  lane. 

Mr.  SiTOBKAViB  said,  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  Legislature  of  this  Btate  would  oonolnde  to 
make  the  PazaiDENT  the  ofi^  which  the  gentle- 
man last  up  had  mentioned;  hot  of  this  he  waa 
Bore,  that  if  they  did,  be  could  not  affind  to 
accept  of  it.  For,  if  this  bill  paaaed,  he  was 
oertaln  that,  tmder  such  eiroDmstanoea,  he  eonld 
not  remove  into  that  house,  beoanae  he  would 
not  be  able  to  ftimiah  it 

Mr.  a.  sdd,  he  was  nriaised  the  House  should 
BO  suddenly  ohange  th^  opiukn.  He  thonght 
he  had  given  sufficient  information  ui  the  snb- 
jeot  to  have  diown  the  necMsitr  of  the  grant. 
[Ur.  B.  here  repeated  what  be  had  bafbre  noticed 
reapeotinK  what  bad  been  allowed  on  a  fonn« 
oooa^on.]  Whm  gentlemen  entered  minntdy 
iBto  the  snlgect,  they  seemed  to  have  infoim- 
ation  which  waa  not  very  oorrect.  He  believed 
the  sum  moitioned  in  the  bill  not  mcwe  than 
■nfflcienL  The  decay  which  bad  taken  plaoe 
in  the  PiwaiDKNT'e  honsehold  would  require  that 
sum  to  moke  It  good.  The  genOeman  from 
Virf^nia  supposed  thmv  were  many  articles,  1  ' 
perisbable  in  their  oature,  wbioh  oould  not  bt 
Men  injured  by  their  use.  He  was  mutak . 
There  was  nothing  bat  abont  |600  worth  fi. 


[dated  ware  and  the  tnahoraiy  Aimitnre  wbioh 
ooold  at  all  come  nnder  this  description.  In- 
deed, any  gentleman  who  was  in  the  habit  ot 
tying  bis  re^wots  to  the  PKcsniBirr  o*  the 
HiTiD  Btatks  must  have  seen  with  regret  that 
the  appearauoe  of  hu  Ibmitore  was  so  far  in- 
ferior to  that  which  was  to  be  found  in  the 
bouses  of  any  of  onr  wealthy  oitizens,  or  even 
of  those  in  moderate  oircnmstanoes.  When  this 
was  a  notoriona  fact,  what  gronnd,  he  asked, 
oould  gentlemen  have  for  comparing  the  house- 
holdof  the  FaEaiDXSTtothe  pomp  andsplendOT 
of  Eastern  Conrta  t  On  the  contrary,  he  thoo^t 
there  was  a  humility  of  appearanoe  in  the  honee 
of  the  Vvassawen,  which  he  would  not  say  was 
a  disgrace  to  the  oonntry,  but  whioh  at  least 
proved  its  rigid  economy. 

Mr.  Nicholas  sud  he  voted  fbr  gcdng  into 
Committee  of  the  WhoA  on  tiiis  subject  f^om 
an  idea  that  the  snm  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  PsmDuiT  wis  laiger  than  was  necessary, 
though  he  oonfbased  he  could  not  say  what  that 
snm  oaght  exactly  to  be ;  be  was  for  giving 
enoti^aiid  rathertoo  muoh  than  tooHttla  tn- 
deed,  when  he  conridered  that  the  whole  sum 
was  not  to  be  expended,  exoept  it  shoidd  be 
fbnnd  neoeawary,  and  that  a  certain  style  was  ex- 
pected to  be  obeerved  in  this  station,  he  was  not 
fbr  stintiug  the  sum  to  what  he  tiioof^t  Jnat 


E ended  in  furniture,  he  should  have  had  more 
eeitation  on  the  sol^Ject;  hot  aa  the  expendi- 
ture wonld  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Peb- 
aiDEBT,  he  oould  not  suppose,  &om  the  well- 
known  hi^its  of  eoonomy  of  that  gentleman,  it 
would  be  imprtqwriy  disposed  of.  He  there- 
fore felt  no'diffionlty  in  agreeing  to  the  snm  is 
the  bill;  for  though  he  thought  the  anm  too 
large,  yet  he  wonld  not  so  oonflna  the  impropria- 
tion as  to  oblige  their  officer  to  go  aoont  the 
s&eets  to  look  out  fbr  cheap  purchases  of  ftmi- 
tore. 

Ur.  Buck  stid,  previonsto  these  measures  be- 
ing brou^t  fbrward,  they  had  dedded  against 
any  advanoe  to  the  salftry  of  the  P^miDDrt. 
All  that  time  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
qidre  into  the  state  of  the  PsanDXtrr's  honso- 
hold,  and  to  r^mrt  whether  soy,  and  what, 
fbrther  aocomnK>dation  waa  necessary  to  be 
afforded.  He  oooeefved  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
that  House  that  the  nntleauui  who  was  com- 
ii%  into  (Aoe  shoald  have  aooommodatlaiis 
equal  to  those  which  had  beengiven  to  the  gentle 
man  wbo  was  leaving  it  The  ecmunittee  had 
examined  Into  fiicta,  made  a  T^>ort,  and  a 
bill  had  bean  brought  in  aoooTdfaif^y.^Bhe  00m- 
mittae  had  infonned  them  upon  whan>risdides 
they  had  aoted;  and  it  did  not  appear  that  tney 
rather  intended  to  increase  the  splendor  of  tM 
household  of  the  FBEsnsirr,  nor  to  add  to  hia 
salary.  If  any  member  oonld  come  fbnrard  and 
show  that  the  report  of  the  committee  was  er- 
roneous, they  shonld  have  some  ground  npmi 
wbioh  to  reject  it  He  liad  heard  no  man  t»^ 
thia,  and  that^n  all  that  had  been  oSbred  on 
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tlie  —Meet  Qo^it  ixA  to  weigh  KRainBt  that  re- 
port. Wlien  the  Ml  was  before  them  on  Batnr- 
dij,  there  wn  a  oansiderable  majority  in  &Tor 
rf  it,  and  as  they  had  no  new  information  on 
the  matter,  he  taw  no  reaaon  for  a  change  of 

Some  memben,  Hr.  B.  said,  had  held  ont  an 
Uaa  that  the?  were  about  to  give  this  monej 
aray,  to  onaUe  the  new  Fxhuuknt  to  live  in 


e  ohargeable  agaiiut  the  PraatDKHT,  bnt  not 
otberwiae,  unoe  it  wai  aoknowledged  he  bad 
■ot  kept  THwe  with  them  in  this  respect.  The 
^■propri^ing  tbb  money  woold  omj  be  oon- 
Tsrting  it  into  SO  much  pablio  property ;  for, 
wboi  bis  term  of  ti&<x,  sbonld  expire,  he  ooold 
not  cany  away  a  Hngle  article.  Jt  was  not, 
tfaeiefore,  giving  away  a  fiuthiug,  but  merely 
proriding  for  oar  own  oonvenienoe  to  enable 
the  Pbzsidkst  to  fill  the  office  with  oomfort 
and  reputation ;  and  as  they  had  nothing  before 
than  to  abow  the  snm  too  large,  he  saw  no 
propriety  in  rqecting  it,  for  the  purpose  of  In- 
aerting  any  other. 

Itx.  RpTHXJOBD  said,  if  Qie  Honse  had  oom- 
mitteil  an  errw  one  day,  it  wonld  be  well  for 
dkcm  to  oomct  it  another.  If  they  were  to 
are  Sl^OOD  away  on  the  present  occasioii,  he 
UDO^t  they  wonld  ixHumit  a  very  serious 
BTor.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Ur. 
BtraKKATvs)  had  sdd  many  of  the  oitizens  of 
Fliil«delpliia  lived  in  a  snperior  style  to  the 
PsamnKST.  If  so,  be  wonld  say  they  w««  very 
bad  eitiaene^  rinoe  it  was  proper  that  the  citizens 
of  tlda  rising  Bepablio  shonld  onltivate  a  mm- 
plicity  of  living  and  of  manners. 

Hr.  Haook  thought  some  of  the  argnments 
inbtidooed  on  this  occarion  were  very  unproper ; 
ioeh  M  tb«  habits  of  economy  or  private  fortnne 
of  tb«  gentleman  who  was  to  snooeed  to  the  Pre- 
iUential  diair.  They  were  abont  to  settle  a 
permAaent  prindple,  which  it  was  proper  to  do 
at  tliis  time,  before  a  new  Presidency  oom- 
mfrw^  He  knew  nothing  of  the  private  pro- 
pa^  of  the  person  who  was  to  fill  Ibe  office, 
nor  had  it  any  thing  to  do  with  the  matter.  The 
qMakien  w*^  whether  they  were  to  go  over  the 
siBA  graond  every  fom'  or  eight  years  of  fiir- 
^*«fcj«ig  iJm  bonaa  tS  a  new  PsaonaNTt  He 
^  not  wUi  tltft  it  ibooM  be  so;  be  wished 
tfaa  wiarf  to  be  the  only  oonrideration  wUoh 
the  Pnannsr  sbonU  reociTe  ttx  bla  swioes. 
If  it  bad  not  been  seUfing  a  permanent  prind- 
^e,  be  dKNdd  not  perhaps  hsve  opposed  iL 

tt  bad  been  Mid  that  the  old  PBuroiirr  of 


eept  bta  booaebcdd.  He  ooiuadered  this  snm  as 
an  ^ranee  npon  the  eslsry  paid  to  the  Pskbi- 
VKTt  by  Ibe  different  States,  and  before  any 
Mlary  was  fixed  by  the  United  States ;  bnt  now, 
^  an  anple  salary  was  pud  to  the  PaisiDHin', 
he  Ad  not  tUnk  so^  aprovision  ahonldbe  oim- 
IJMiiil  It  was  sometiroes  aaid  that  it  was  no 
■■ttar  «b«t  Btan  «■■  j^ropiiated,  aa,  if  it  was 


not  wanted,  it  woold  not  be  expended ;  but,  he 
believed,  whatever  mm  was  appropriated  would 
be  expended;  for  he  was  not  one  of  those 
who  thon(^t  that  revenoe  ocold  not  be  fbnnd. 
He  bdieved  if  the  money  was  granted,  it  wonld 
be  both  fbond  and  ^wot. 

Hr.  SiTSKKATia  wished  to  correct  the  gentle- 
nun  last  op  with  respect  to  one  fWt  He  had 
s^d  the  Pkhisknt  ca  the  old  Congress  had  no 
salary.  It  was  troe  that  be  did  not  reoedre 
any  thing  nnder  that  name,  bnt  there  waaapro- 
vision,  not  merdy  for  the  nmitnre  of  hie  boose, 
but  for  the  constant  provision  of  it ;  and  this 
was  so  considerable  that  from  1778  to  1770,  in 
one  year,  ei^ty'three  thonaand  ddlars  wea« 
paid  for  that  porpose. 

Hr.  Maoov  wished  to  know  what  sort  of 
money  tfaia  was ;  he  snppoaed  it  was  in  depre- 
ciated jwer. 

Mr.  RneBKATn  waa  not  certain  what  kind  of 
money  was  meant. 

Mr.  Jbbkhub  Bioth  esld,  in  settling  an  affidr 
of  this  Und,  it  waa  juvper  to  have  reepeet  to 
the  office,  and  not  to  the  man  who  waa  to  flU 
it.  He  ooiild  himadf  consider  the  establishment 
of  the  PnaonHT's  liODsehold  in  no  other  light 
than  in  the  natme  of  a  compensation  for  bis 
servicea,  in  the  tame  way  tut  he  cwsidered 
the  privilege  of  franking,  stationery,  and  news- 
papers, allowed  the  members  of  both  Hooses,  to 
be  sntui ;  becanse.  if  they  were  not  allowed  to 
them,  they  wonld  have  to  pnrohasa  tnose  artiolea 
tjianselTes ;  and  if  fnmitnre  was  not  provided 
by  Government  for  the  honse  of  the  Pbhidint, 
he  most  himself  Aimiah  it  ont  of  his  salary,  or 
from  his  private  pnise.  To  reftise  to  provide 
the  necnanary  fhmitnre  wonld  tberefbre  be  to 
rednoe  his  aaWy ;  (or  it  was  tme  that  this  plan 
of  presenting  fDrnitnre  to  the  PimoKnT  waa 
adopted  before  the  salary  was  fixed,  so  that  it 
must  have  been  conridwed  as  being  additjonal 
to  the  salaiT.  And  was  that  salary,  he  asked, 
near  ao  vunable  now  as  it  was  when  fixed! 
Certainly  not  He  tarosled,  thwefoie,  Um? 
shonld  not  rednoe  it. 

TliisBnm,Mr.  6.  s^d,  waa  mentioned,  fiwn a 
consideration  that  foor  yeara  hence  the  seat  (A 
Oovemment  wonld  be  removed,  and  that  that 
the  fkmittire  would  be  In  agreat  degree  nseleas. 
They,  therefore,  only  reooomended  sooh  a  som 
as  they  thon^t  wonld  be  safBciwt  to  pnt  the 
ftamitnre  in  a  proper  stat«  for  that  term.  He  be- 
lieved that  fonrtaca  thonaand  doUate  wonld  not 
do  more  than  tbaL 

Mr.  Ua«>v  «M  be  was  always  exposed  to  the 
miTik^ea  allowed  to  members  of  franking^  Ao. 
Oentlemeu  talked  abont  a  statement;  he  did 
not  know  what  llmt  might  cont^n,  be  hod  not 
seen  it ;  but  he  did  not  know  bow  it  eonld  re- 
qnin  fonrteen  tbonsand  doBars  to  repair  ftirni- 
tnre  which  at  first  cost  only  thirteen  Ihon- 
sand. 

Mr.  Jkbhmub  Swia  said,  the  gentl«nan  last 
iq>  was inaoonrate  in  his  statement.  Thethir- 
teen  thonsand  dollars  wbicb  were  allowed  fiv 
fiunitdre  fbr  the  lata  FsamaRT,  was  in  ad^ 
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tion  to  the  Aimitnre  which  bad  already  be«n  in 
posseedon  of  the  PsmsRiT  of  Oangreta. 

Mr,  Sbzbbpmh  said,  the  qneetjon  was  with 
reapect  to  the  qaantam  of  monef  to  be  granted, 
as  erery  one  seemed  to  allow  tfaat  a  certain  snm 
waa  necesaary.  By  hftTing  reoonrae  to  what 
was  done  for  other  otBcen  ot  the  GoTemment, 
thoy  might,  perhapa,  fbrm  an  estimate  of  what 
voidd  M  reaaonable  on  the  present  oocaaion. 
A  piaotice  had  been  eatabliahM  of  aUowiag  oor 
Ministers  to  foreign  coontries  a  som  as  an  outfit 
eqnal  to  one  year's  salary ;  so  that  nine  thooaand 
dollars  were  allowed  a  Uinister  for  this  purpose, 
though  it  might  happen  that  be  woola  not  tie 
emploTOd  more  than  a  few  months  io  the  ser- 
vice. He  thought,  therefore,  tliat  fourteen  tbon- 
Hmd  dollars  could  not  be  thoni^t  too  large  a 
smn  for  the  Pbbaidwst  ot  tbx  Unitbd  Br^na, 
wboee  term  of  service  was  for  toxa  years,  and 
vhioh  would  go  to  his  soooeswr  in  ofSoe; 
whereas,  the  nine  thousand  di^lars  allowed  to  a 
forego  Minister  were  entirely  at  his  disposal, 
thoagh  he  might  not  be  in  the  servioe  more 
than  ft  month. 

Mr.  Ams  aud,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it 
wonld  be  desirable  to  proceed  aooording  to  pre- 
cedent, as  nearly  as  they  oonld.  It  was  not  de- 
sirable to  innovate  or  change  the  established 
ordw  (tf  things,  exo«>t  strong  reasons  existed 
fbr  the  change.  On  mtiniring  what  had  been 
the  practice  heretofore,  they  foood  the  pBiei- 
DENT  of  the  old  Oongrees,  as  well  as  the  Pbesi- 
DKHT  now  going  ontof  offic^  had  eetablish- 
menta  made  for  their  honsehold  rimUar  to  that 
now  proposed.  If  they  locked  forward  to  that 
period  when  the  seat  <k  Qovemment  was  to  be 
removed,  and  oonridered  the  fltmitare  which 
ironld  be  neoesaary  for  the  boose  in  the  Federal 
d^,  it  wonld  be  seen  that  there  would  be  a 
neoessity  for  a  new  establishmeiit  at  that  time, 
as  it  was  evident  tiiat  the  present  fomitnre  or 
what  might  be  purchased  with  the  snm  now 
oontemplsted,  wonld  be  wholly  inadequate  to 
the  famishing  of  that  bonse.  He  supposed  an 
additional  grant  of  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  wDud  be  neoeasary  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  chosen  an  eleotive  QoTernment, 
■aid  Mr.  A.,  and  if  it  were  meant  to  be  kept 
pore,  tliey  most  enoonrage  the  people  to  tnake 
choice  of  such  men,  without  reject  to  fbttnne, 
as  they  think  will  serve  them  Dest,  bat  if  In- 
stead of  providing  a  suitable  household  for  the 
pBBsiDBirr,  th^  left  him  to  ^vide  for  himself 
in  this  respect,  men  of  large  fiHione  only  oonld 
engage  in  this  part  of  the  public  servioe.  And 
woold  this,  he  asked,  l)e  doing  honor  to  Hie  Be- 
publioan  Gfovemmentt    He  uiought  not 

The  qnestion  for  striking  out  was  pnt  and 
nwatived— 05  to  86.  The  committee  then  rose, 
and  when  the  qoestioa  vas  about  to  be  put  in 
t^  House — 

Mr.  Gallatin  s^d,  the  provirion  of  the  Ull 
leAit  to  the  diseretitm  of  the  PsniDnri  whe- 
ther he  wonld  sxpend  the  whole  of  the  money, 
or  tiob  His  oidoloD  wa^  that  the  sum  was  too 
la^ ;  but  the  ^estiOD  for  striking  it  ont  hav- 


ing  been  negatived,  the  expenditnre  must  b» 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Pxkbivkiit.  He  did 
not  mean  to  go  into  any  detaiL  He  did  not  wish 
to  place  tlie  gentJeman  eoming  into  office  ie  a 
worse  sitoation  than  that  of  him  who  was  going 
ont;  and  as  he  felt  no  objectjoa  to  leave  It  to 
the  PswuiraT  to  make  use  of  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  this  money,  as  his  discretion  should  di- 
rect, he  should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Olubokni  said,  as  provinon  had  been 
made  for  furniture  for  the  gentleman  now  in 
office,  be  was  inclined  to  vote  for  the  fonrteen 
thousand  dollars  proposed  now  to  be  groated 
for  the  same  purpose  to  the  gentleman  who  was 
to  SQCoeed  bim. 

Mr.  nBiTDBBSOK  wished  to  give  his  reasons 
for  voting  against  this  bill.  He  wished  to  place 
(he  pRBSiDiNT  coming  into  office  In  as  comfort- 
able oircomstancee  as  he  who  was  going  out; 
bnt  It  appeared  to  hEm  that  the  Bom  proposed 
was  larger  than  neoesBary  for  this  purpose.  In- 
deed, said  Mr.  H.,  when  he  read  an  article 
of  the  eonstitation  touching  this  sutjeot,  be  had 
his  doabts  with  respect  to  the  constitationality 
of  (he  proceeding.  That  article  sud,  "that  the 
Pbksiobkt  should  receive  a  compensation  which 
should  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  dur- 
ing the  period  for  which  be  should  have  been 
elected;  and  that  he  should  not  receive  withts 
that  period  any  other  emolnments  from  the 
Unit«d  States,  or  any  of  them." 

Mr.  SrraBKATSB  believed  there  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  eonstitation  ili^  of  the  proponed 
grant  of  money,  as  the  clause  ran,  "  during  the 
period  for  which  he  shoold  have  been  dected," 
which  would  not  prevent  them  from  pasting 
airv  nnmber  of  acts  before  he  went  into  offioe. 

The  qnestion  on  the  pa^ng  of  the  bill  wag 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stood  63  to 
ST,  as  follows ; 

YuB.--Fiiher  Amsi,  Theodams  Bwley,  Abrsham 
Baldwin,  TheqiUlus  Biadbeiy,  Daniel  Biick,  I>emj>- 
aey  Bniges,  ThomBs  Clsibonie,  Joshua  Out,  ^Vu- 
liam  Cooper,  WilUsm  Cralk,  Ssmael  W.  Dana,  Janus 
Davenport,  George  Dent,  George  Ege,  Ablel  Fottsr, 
Dwigbt  Foster,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jnnior,  Albeit 
Oallatin,  Eiekiel  Gilbert,  Nieholw  Gilmae,  Henry 
Glenn,  ChanDCey  Goodrich,  Roger  Giiswtdd,  Willianl 
B.  Qrore,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Barri- 
nn,  Tbomss  Hsttley,  Willlun  Hindman,  Jclm  Wilk«s 
Sitters,  Gee^  Leiniard,  Edward  Livii^;rtDii,  Sam- 
nel  Lymsn,  William  Lyman,  Jsmes  MadSoo,  Fiaads 
MalboDa,  Andiew  Uowa,  Frsderiok  A.  MnhkDbeii^ 
WUisat  Vans  Mnnay,  John  Nioholas,  Jaha  Pan, 
Joeiah  Parker,  John  Patton,  Eliiha  B.  Potter,  J<3m 
Read,  John  Bicharda,  Suaael  SewalL  John  5.  Sber- 
bnme,'SunneI  SitgreaTeg,  Thompeon  J.  Skinner,  Jer- 
emiah Smith,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Isaac  Smilh,  Israel 
Flmith,  'William  Smitb,  Richaid  Spring,  junior, 
Thomai  Sprigg,  John  Smnvick,  Zephaulsh  Swil^ 
George  Thatcher,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van 
CortUndt,  Peleg  'Wadiworth,  and  John  Wlllismi, 

Nats. — Tbomai  Blomit,  Nathan  Bryan,  Samuel  J> 
Cabell,  Gabriel  ChriMJe,  John  CloiA(»i,  Isaao  C^m, 
Jeoa  Franklin,  James  Gilkqils,  CImitofapfaer  Gieea- 

SAudiew  Grsg(^  Wade  ^mptoe,  Jolm  Hathosn, 
Mthaa  H.  Hanos,  John  Heath,  Thomas  H<nta» 
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an,  JasM  HoDaod,  Aodraw  Jadno,  OMcg*  Jftck- 
an,  Aana  KiWWl,  Ibtdww  Lookn,  Nfttbuiiel  H>- 
eoo,  John  MiBoclg*^  Antbon;  Neir,  Akxu)d«r  D.  On, 
KaUrt  BnthrKfird,  'WHIiun  Stmdwiok,  ud  Riabud 
Tma, 

M^Uary  and  Naval  Appropriatumt. 
The  HcNue  went  into  &  CommitlM  of  the 
Tbole  OD  this  Bnbjeob  when,  eflw 


[)on,bnt 


^ ^  _   ...  beuLgasuffl- 

deaUTlu^c^<ndation,aodMr.  V,  Bum!  sbid- 
ii^  h7  the  ftrt'"ctf^'  of  tiw  War  Deptulment  at 
tweo^oeoti;  the  latter  wm  agreed apoatliul;- 
lix  to  thirty-four,  and  the  pay  and  nioristeiioe  of 
the  Army  was  aettled,  bnt  wMoh  bassiaoe  onder^ 
gine  an  atteraldoD,  owing  to  the  two  oompaniee 

«f  cavalry  b<dng  added  by  a  new  bill.    The 

fix- G»age  and  clotUng  was  alao  agreed 
which  afterwarda,  of  oonrae,  frran  the  aoove  ai- 
ttnUaa,  underwent  an  angmentation.  The  hoe- 
ptal  deraTtment  being  nnder  oonrideration, 

Mr.  w.  Smith  moved  to  fiU  the  blank  with 
thirty  thonsand  dollars. 

Ur.  GAIX1.TQI  moved  to  fill  it  with  ten  thoo- 
«nd.  He  Budgtiiey  had  tins  year  had  a  statement 
of  the  ezpenae  of  the  Military  Establishment,  by 
iridoh  tbay  found  that  the  hospital  departmeut 
had  oort  six  thousand  nine  honored  and  five  dol- 
lar). It  haid  been  the  noifbrm  praotioe  of  the 
Hooae  to  ^prc^riate  from  thirty  to  forty  thoo- 
■nd  dollars  jotiier  thia  head,  thoogh  the  expense 
had  never  esoeededaeren  thousand;  and  to  a^ 
ply  the  eorplBB  to  other  porpoaea.  HetboDghtit 
wnng  to  aroropriate  fbnr  timee  the  som  neoes- 
iwy,  a*d  baa  tlunfore  proposed  to  fill  the  blanlc 
with  ten  thonsaod  dwaia,  which  was  fifty  per 
cent,  more  than  had  ever  been  expended  far  the 


■T?;. 


s  believed  than  ten  thoosond  dt^lors 
WDold  be  cnoo^  to  My  for  physio  for  the  Army, 
Indeed  be  beUered  it  was  generally  expended  in 
wiiw  and  Inxmien  by  the  offioem,  and  that  little 
of  it  went  to  the  nse  of  Uie  sabordinatee. 

a  for  ten  thousand  dtJlua  was  pot 


Tied. 

The  Uank  (ot  the  Ordnanoe  I}^>artment  was 
filled  with  for^  thoosaad  dollars;  and  that  for 
the  fortifiaatkna  of  the  ports  and  WIkhv  of  the 
Cnilad  States  with  twtnOf-toar  thousand  doUare. 

Mr.  QALLurm  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
Qoartennaster'a  Department,  the  Indian  Depsrb- 
lacat,  the  defenave  pioteotttm  of  the  frontders, 
boDBtMa,  aad  all  the  etutingent  expenses  of  the 
Tsr  DepwtaMot,  with  three  hnnSred  thonsend 
AAan. 

Mr.  VwxMMiM  Mid,  if  the  nun  neoeesary  for 
aacb  at  the  above  items  oonld  be  spedfied,  he 
woM  rather  have  It  so  expressed  thou  have  the 
iriwte  in  eoe  Bom. 

Mr.  W.  Shrb  said  ft  would  oome  to  the  same 
tUng,  if  the  Mveral  Item*  were  voted  in  an  ag- 
^•gMe  0001,  as  they  were  all  oontiiigent  ai- 
poBM^  HeMHNildniove  to  have  the  blimk  filled 
viih  tar  hundred  and  fi»rty -six  tbonswd  ddlars. 

Mr-  OAiLAxn  ot»ervad  there  were  two  mo- 


tions before  the  committee :  one  to  fill  the  blank 
with  four  hondred  and  forty-di  thousand  dolloia, 
the  other  with  three  hundred  thousand.  He 
wonid  observe  that  one  of  the  items  in  tbia  estl- 
raate,  viz.,  that  for  the  fortifications  of  West 
Point,  onght  not  to  be  included  under  this  head ; 
but,  aa  to  the  other  Items,  he  would  mention,  in 
answer  to  what  bod  bllen  from  the  gentleman 
from  ViTKinla  (Mr.  Vknablx)  what  was  the  rea- 
son whitSi  had  iodnoed  the  oommittee  to  put 
them  in  one  sum,  which  was  to  obtain  the  very 
object  he  had  in  view  In  wishing  to  have  all  the 
items  stated  separataly. 

It  would  be  reoolleoted  that  th^  had  had  « 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treosiiry,  in 
whidi  he  ssid,  "that  the  ^iiroprlations  for  the 
Ulitary  and  Naval  Eotabhsnments  were  oonri- 
dered  aa  general  graate  of  money ;  and,  thoo^ 
they  were  te  be  aooonnted  for  aooon^ing  to  lav, 
yet  it  was  the  practice  of  the  offioeis  of  the 
Treasory  not  to  consider  each  amrcqiriation  aa 
apeoiflo,  bat  the  whole  aa  a  general  grant  of  mo> 
ney.  This  practice  was  maUns  the  law  a  mere 
fhrae,  sinoe  the  ofSoen  oi  the  Treasury  did  not 
consider  themselvee  ss  at  all  bonnd  by  the  spe- 
uflo  Hams.  He  therefore  eonoloded  it  to  l>e  pr»- 
per  to  pass  the  law  in  such  a  manner  as  to  oon- 
flne  the  expense  to  the  appropriation  for  the  dif- 
ferent  Itema.  It  was  sud  to  be  impossible  to 
oorry  tb6  law  into  exeontlon  on  this  prindplcb 
It  wu  said  there  were  a  nomber  of  ooatingeDt 
ezpoises  which  oonld  not  be  ezaady  aaoertained, 
and  that  therefore  it  was  neeessory  the  ^oen 
of  the  Treasnry  should  have  a  certain  disoratioa 
given  than  to  make  nse  of  the  sorplns  <d  any 
item  for  which  more  than  was  neoeesary  bad 
been  sfipropriatad.  He  believed  the  nnoartain^ 
here  mentioned  existed,  and  therefore  it  had 
been  ooadnded  to  be  best  to  put  the  contingent 
artiolea  together  in  one  smn,  in  order  to  give 
bonnds  to  uie  disoreti<»i  of  the  Department 

Having  given  the  reasons  whitui  oaosed  tJia 
bill  to  be  broit^t  in  in  this  shape,  Mr.  O.  sold  he 
wonid  mention  the  items  upon  wbiob  the  sum 
he  hsd  pn^weed  to  fill  ap  Ine  blank  wm  oom- 
posed,  Fta- defensive  protection,  dz^  thoosond 
dollars ;  for  the  Qoartemtaster'sDepaitm^  one 
bnndred  and  fifty  thooaand  didlara.  This  lattar 
sum  has  beoi  estimated  at  two  hundred  and  fif^ 
thousand  doUans  hut  npon  what  ground  he  waa 
at  a  loss  to  know,  llie  Army  would  now  be 
fixed  in  ganiacm,  and  would  not  have  to  march 
from  post  to  post  None  of  the  reaMms  pven 
last  year  for  thia  expense  would  now  ^^y ;  and 
he  Uioaght  it  unreasonable  that  the  some  smn 
should  be  allowed  for  this  item  which  waa  al- 
lowed at  the  time  when  they  werb  engaged  in 
an  Indian  war. 

In  17B9,  when  we  had  eight  hnndred 
men  in  garrison,  the  expenses  of  this  ' 

department  was       _  .  -  |11,0TS 

In  1700,  he  did  not  reoolleot  the  nnm- 
bw  01  troops,  but  not  more,  he  be- 
lieved ...  -    4B,7U 
In  1791            -           -        .  -  -    98,323 
Inir9aCmthehdght(tftbeIndianwar)  306,610 
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In  1798 
In  1794 
InlTM 

WUtu , 

be  «nuitl;r  •■ecrt^ed.  Ilai^)earadbjtheateto- 
meot  whioh  Uiej  had  reorived  that  upwards  of 
two  hnndred  and  four  tboiuand  dtdlan  bad  been 
Azpeoded.  Whether  there  ware  any  ftmher  de- 
mands nnsettled,  he  oonld  not  tell.  It  appeared, 
therefore,  that  the  expense  of  that  Deptulment 
had  tncreased  from  eleven  thousand  to  three  hun- 
dred tbooaand  dollars.  This  had  been  owins  to 
two  canses-Mbe  increase  of  the  Army,  uid  by 
the  Indian  war.  There  had  also  been  a  great 
JOBS' of  horses  from  having  forage  to  fetch  great 
distances. 

Mr.  DKUtBomr  oonld  tee  no  reason  for  making 
the  t4>{>ropriatlon  to  laree  le  had  been  projMMed 
by  the  aentleman  from  Soatb  Carolina.  It  most 
be  lecoUeoted  that  the  Army  wu  in  garrison, 
where  there  werabarraok-honaes  oonTenient  for 
the  offioefgandmoi,  and  oontraote  bad  been  en- 
twed  into  for  ddivering  proviakms  at  the  differ- 
ent brta,  and  there  wotdd  therefore  be  a  great 
dednetion  on  aooonnt  at  the  trenqmrtation,  In 
whioh  seven  or  ^bt  hnndred  borses  had  been 
nsed  vp,  and  the  honee  on  hand  might  also  be 
Mid.  Oamp  equipage  was  a  heavy  article  of  ex- 
pense, lint  which  would  not  be  wanted  whilst 
the  troops  were  in  garrison.  These  two  articles 
would  (tf  thHnselvea  make  a  very  oonsiderable 
part  ot  the  wlude  item.  There  would  also  be  a 
saving  tn  the  pnrobase  of  horste,  as  the  cavalry 
made  more  than  half  the  expense.  He  did  not 
think  mora  than  me  hnndrM  thousand  dollan 
oonld  be  wanted  nnder  this  head,  except  it  were 
wanted  for  making  new  forts  or  fortifleations. 
^ere  would  now  be  no  neoeedty  fbr  building 
offloen'  hotisee,  and  bnts  for  the  soldiers  for  win- 
ter quarters.  '"  " 
dered,  he  thong) 
would  faesufflde 

The  qnesUon  for  filling  the  Uank  with  four 
hundred  and  for^-aix  Utonaand  was  pot  and  ne- 
gatived,  there  being  onl  v  thirteen  votes  in  ft  vor 
of  it  The  sense  of  tne  committee  was  Uien 
taken  upon  three  hnndred  thousand,  and  ear- 
ried — there  bdng  SI  votee  in  ftvor  of  it, 

Mr.  W.  SioTH  then  moved  to  add  to  tbe  bill, 
"For  the  repain  of  the  fntifications  (rf  West 
^int,  twenty  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Oori  uqnired  if  there  was  any  estimate  of 
this  item. 

Mr.  GAixamr  aaid  there  wai  no  astiisato  n- 
qwoting  West  Point 

Mr.  w.  Siom  said  there  was  an  eaUmate  fbr 
Kiagara,  Oswego,  Detroit,  Ao.,  which  might  in- 
olu&  West  Point,  be  [voposed  therefore  to 
change  the  motion,  and  tiucft "  Ni^ara,  Ofwe- 
Kp,  Detroit,  Ac,"  which  wooU  inclMe  Weet 
Point,  If  neceesary. 

Mr.  GAixann  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Bouth  Oandina  to  say  whether  be  had  any  infor- 
mation with  renpect  to  Weet  Point, 

Mr.  W.  Siirrn  s^d,  he  had  no  partioular  in- 
formation on  tbe  sut^Jeot,  but  ae  it  was  of  im- 


portance the  works  there  shoold  be  very  oook 
plet«,  he  thought  it  prudoit  to  grant  somethmg 
for  that  object. 

Hr.  OuLATurhoped  the  proportion  would  be 
r^ected.  There  was  no  necessity  for  repairing 
the  fortifloatioDS  of  tbe  poets  maitioned  more 
than  any  other  of  the  forts  upon  the  Lakes. 
They  knew  nothing  of  them,  bnt  that  they  were 
too  large  for  the  garrisons  in  them ;  but  he  be- 
lieved if  they  once  begun  to  apirnqniate  mcnt^ 
for  thii  purpose,  it  would  become  a  yearly  ex- 
pense, juxi  whilst  they  had  been  pandmonioBB 
with  respect  to  the  ports  and  harbon  of  tbe 
United  States,  having  only  appropriated  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars  to  that  pnjpoee,  he  could 
see  no  reason  fbr  grantjog  twenty  tbonsanddid- 
lars  for  repairing  the  forts  of  Niagara,  Oswego, 
and  Detroit,  against  a  few  IncUans ;  as  it  was 
well  known  that  a  block-bouse  waa  as  good  a 
fbrtifloation  agidnst  the  Indians  as  any  other. 
Whai  the  regiment  was  raised  to  go  and  take  pes- 
session  of  that  oonntry,  tbey  bnUt  all  their  forti 
as  they  went  along,  without  any  expense,  except 
the  price  of  a  few  tools.  He  hoped,  therefoi^ 
they  shonld  not  by  Toting  for  this  sum,  intro- 
duce a  new  item  of  expense  into  tbdr  annual  tp- 
propriations. 

Mr.  W,  Smth  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last 
up,  that  enon^  had  not  been  appropriated  tor 
the  defenoe  of  the  ports  and  barbon  of  the  Uid- 
ted  States ;  bnt  if  they  had  done  wrong  in  one 
instance,  it  was  no  rule  why  they  shonld  conti- 
nue  to  do  so.  He  thoni^t  it  verr  important 
&it  tbe  forte  he  had  mentioned  shonld  be  so 
secured  at  least  as  that  they  should  not  go  to 
min.  Under  this  iton  was  included  Weet  Ptdnt, 
whi^  waa  a  fort  of  great  dxteeqnenoe;  and  be 
would  rather  fbrty  Uiouaand  dollars  were  appro- 
priated than  twenty  thousand  fbr  this  pnrpcss. 

Mr,  Dbubobk  said,  w  ftr  aa  the  propo«iti<n 
related  to  Niagara,  Oswego^  and  Detroit,  he 
thought  it  impr^«r  to  appropriate  mon^  for 
thdr  defenoe.  He  behevea  it  wonid  require  a 
year  or  two  to  know  what  waa  neoeeaary  to  be 
done  there.  At  Niagara,  the  works  were  lam 
enongb  for  six  oc  seven  thonsand  men,  and  It 
would  become  a  question  whedter  they  should 
be  reduced,  or  kept  up  aa  tiwy  were ;  at  Oaw^- 
go,  nothing  more  ecmld  be  neoeesary  than  K 
block-hoiue.  It  waa  trnej  there  were  oonsider 
able  works  thereL  but  until  it  waa  decided  what 
theysbonlddo  vriththem,  itwooM  befaupr^er 
to  (^)pn^>riate  money  for  their  repair.  The 
same  thing  might  be  said  of  DeCn^  He  baa 
no  idea  that  the  PBHmnrr  oonld  have  infimna- 
tion  from  Uioee  places  of  what  was  neeenary. 
Whatever  temporary  ret>air  mi^t  be  required 
there,  the  troths  themselves  would  be  able  to 
effect  Afl  to  West  Point  he  did  not  know  any 
thing  about  it,  except  that  it  waa  a  idaee  ot  con- 
sequence ;  he  also  knew  that  a  great  deal  of 
money  had  been  Wd  out  npon  it.  He  hoped 
they  ehonld  get  into  a  new  system  with  respect 
to  the  deG»ioe  of  onr  porta  and  harbors ;  and 
until  that  was  done,  he  shonld  be  against  grant- 
ing any  oondderaUe  inmforthia  iMirpose.    If 
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pBdonsa  were  in  pommbIod  of  any  informft- 
tioDon  ths  anl^eot,  ha  perb^w  might  be  iu- 
deced  to  vote  few  a  small  Him:  bnt  not  until  he 
blew  mtwB  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  I^TmoBios  spoke  of  the  importanoe  of 
&e  fbrt  at  Wwt  Ftnnt,  and  ot  tlie  neoewit;  of 
kemng  it  in  proper  repair. 

Ur.  Coir  taXA,  the  qoeatioii  eeemed  to  hnre 
taken  a  new  tnin.  He  presumed  tltat  West 
PiHDt  wM  not  in  the  idea  of  the  Seoretaiy  of 
War  when  he  made  the  eetimate  npon  whiofa 
Que  bill  was  fmmded.  If  it  had  been,  it  would 
have  been  very  improper  to  have  hegrm  with 
Onrego,  and  tnclnde  Weat  Point  in  the  at  Mtera. 
In  Jnne,  17H,  80,000  doUar^  he  said,  were  ap- 
rmwiated  fbr  the  rqwdrs  of  this  (iMt,  and  the; 
liM  not  been  informed  that  it  had  been  ex- 
pended. 

Ur.  Gau^atix  said,  there  had  been  7,000 
doUan  enended  at  vfmt  Point ;  the  other 
11,000  dollars  were  not  intmded  for  that  fort. 
He  preaeot  uiproprialdaa  wm  dottbtless  in- 
teoded  for  the  Rjrta  mentioned,  and  those  in  the 
■ame  qnartar.  If  any  thing  was  wanted  fbr 
Test  nnnt,  s  distinct  proposition  shonld  oome 
befcn  them  for  that  pnrpoee. 

Mr.  W.  Sici^  observed  Qiat  the  Kentleman 
lart  np  bod  stated  that  only  7,000  doUan  had 
been  expended  at  ^eet  Point;  that  was  onlj 
the  amonut  which  had  been  expended  at  the 
time  the  estimate  was  made;  bnt  the  whole 
wdtt  have  been  since  laid  out.  as  then  only 
fi90,000  dollars  of  the  appropriatioD  of  the  IQli- 
taiT  Eitabliahmeiit  bad  been  expended. 

Mr.  QAU^ra  said,  that  the  total  expendt- 
tnre  of  tbe  eetimate  allnded  to  was  1,280,479 
Mlaia. 

Ihe  qaeetion  was  put  and  n^atived,  there 
beii«  onlylSToteainlhToroflt, 

'"  >  then  raae  and  had  leave  to 


Tdmoat,  February  S8. 

Algerma  Captitm:  Saatont. 

Ibe  Secretan  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 

die  petitiMH  (/George  Ehnlth  and  John  Boberlr 


eoM  from  Algerine  alaTvy,  reported  that  the 
msaai  of  Gemge  SmiUi  ooat  P,4a8,  of  which 


of  our  dticBoa  from  Altera,  the  tttpoise  attend- 
ias  the  redemption  of  each  man  was  asoert^ned 
toba  CMM^  mdependent  <tf  the  expense  of  the 
Seocnl  iMgotiatimi,  and  allowi 
aeeanetei  on  aoooont  of  some  expensee  which 
omU  not  at  present  be  ascsertolned  He  i 
■ndt,  tber^n«,  that  George  Smith  have  paid 
hJH  $878,  which,  with  the  sum  paid  by  Oolonel 
Saapbn^  would  make  about  $9,400.  John 
Bobinnw  paid  for  hia  own  raosom  $1,516,  the 
Eotnigst  npMi  which  came  to $010;  the  Secretary 
teMbra  noonuneoda  that  $9,084  be  paid 


On  motion  of  Hr,  Swutwiok,  thii  report  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  viz :  Ueeshi 
SwAxwioK,  Blottrt,  Ooit,  Sbwall,  and  Fikexs. 

Oen&ral  Appropriation  MIL 

The  Binendments  from  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  fur  the  sapport  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1TQ7,  were  taken  np  and 
agreed  to,  as  also  those  to  the  bill  laying  addi- 
tional datiee  on  snndry  articles  of  impost.  The 
ameodmenta  which  were  agreed  to  were  to  add 
white  cotton  gooda,  "velvets  and  velvet 
ets,  whether  printed,  stained,  oolored,  or  othei> 
wise,  and  all  mnelins  and  moglinets,  two  and  a 
b^  per  cent"  And  also  a  new  section,  enact- 
ing that  an  addition  of  10  per  cent,  ehonld  be  ' 
laid  upon  these  articles  when  imported  in  ships 
or veeselsnotoftheTTnitedStatea.  Thedntiesan 
to  take  place  alter  the  Slst  of  December  next 

MiUtary  ani  Natal  Appropriafiimt. 

The  Honae  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mlttee  of  the  Whole  <m  the  Hilitary  and  Naval 
Appropriations ;  when,  the  pay  and  sabsistenae 
of  three  oaptains  in  the  Naval  department  being 
Quder  oonmderation — 

Mr.  SwANwiox thonght it  wonld  be  iim  uimij 
to  have  a  lalwrer  or  two  employed  to  take  oara 
<rf  the  veaeeb  and  materials. 

Mr.  W.  Bmith  said,  the  eetimate  fbr  the 
captains  was  $4,800;  If  the  sum  was  made 
$0,000,  there  wonld  be  snffloient  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  laborers  which  might  be  neoeesarf  . 
Agreed  bo. 

The  blank  for  the  payment  <a  Ifilitaiy  Pen- 
sions was  agreed  to  be  fiUed  with  $96,860. 

And  for  making  good  the  deficiencies  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  1786,  $76,819. 

Also,  fbr  the  payment  of  the  expedition  of 
General  Servier  mto  the  Cherokee  nation, 
$32^816. 

Toe  committee  now  roee,  and  had  leave  to 
tit  agun. 

JSEMutJH  Veto  on  th«  Arm]/  BiU. 

The  fbUowing  ICeeaege,  in  writing,  was  i!»- 
oeived  from  the  PnatoKTr  or  the  TJhitxd 
Statu,  oout^tng  his  obrjeotiona  to  the  bill  for 
fixing  the  Military  Establishment: 
aentUnmoflheBauaofRipmaitatiBtt: 

Having  nutterel^  ooniidered  the  tdll  to  altar  and 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  fix 
Ihe  HIBlaiy  ErtabUshnient  of  the  United  States" 
irtdeh  was  presented  to  me  on  the  twenty-second  day 
of  thlimondi,  IiMimtimi  it  totheHooseof  Repre- 
tantativBi,  in  irhioh  it  orloinatecL  with  my  objeotiona. 

FM.  U  die  toll  paaes  into  a  law,  (ba  tiro  compa- 
nie*  •£  li^  drapooni  will  be,  teora  tbst  moment, 
itffalls  ont  of  Bsrvioe,  thon^  they  will  oontEniw  afiei- 
waida  actaiMy  in  the  Mrvwa ;  and  for  tiieir  aervioe* 
daring  thia  lotarval,  name^,  from  the  time  of  l^yof 
to  the  time  of  aOaai  diacttuga,  It  will  not  be  lawfid 
to  pay  them,  nnlesa  aome  fotim  proviaion  be  made  by 
Inw.  Thoogh  they  may  be  diactiarged  at  Iha  plaanue 
of  Congreaa,  in  Jaatice  they  oo^t  to  rec^ve  their 
—vj,  not  oijy  to  the  time  <«  pasMng  the  law,  bnt  at 

_^  ._  ^i_  j_,  -ij.-.-  — —1^  diaenaige. 


Ei" 


« time  of  dwir  lotiial  di 
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aeamdlf.  It  will  be  ineonvenicml  and  Ixjorioiu  to 

tbe  pnblio  to  diamiii  the  light  dngoon*  u  mmbi  u 
Dotio  of  the  Iaw  can  be  ooavejad.  to  Ihem,  odb  «f 
the  oampuiiea  hAvIog  been  lately  de»tine3  to  a  ne- 
eaaaiy  and  inpoitaDt  Mrrioe. 

l^trdljl.  The  wuipBiue*  of  M^at  dngoona  cooutt  of 
one  hnndied  and  twen^-ux  noa-corniiiluioDed  offl- 
oen  and  priratea,  who  aie  bound  to  Mire  aa  die- 
nodnted  dnaooai  vheo  ordered  lo  to  do.  Thej 
luiva  i«oelve^  In  bonsdea,  about  two  thoiuand  dol- 
l*n ;  one  of  then  I*  oompletely  equipped,  and  above 
balf  <rf'  die  noD-omunWraied  officers  tad  priratei 
hare  jet  to  tan  mora  than  ODa-third  of  the  time  of 
dwit  enliibnaDi;  and,  beddeit,  there  will.  In  the 
Mane  of  the  year,  be  a  cooiidenble  defimeocy  in 
the  oomplement  cf  infantiy  intended  to  be  oontinQed. 
Under  Omub  drctunnaooes,  to  dimharge  the  dragoona 
doea  not  aeem  to  oomport  mEh  ecoaom/. 

FourUIf.  It  Is  generollj  agreed  Chat  lome  cavalry, 
rither  militia  or  regnlar,  iriU  be  neceataiy ;  and,  ao- 
OOiding  to  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  it  ii  mj  opinion  that  the  latter  will  be  leas  ex- 
penrive  and  more  neefol  than  the  fbrmer  in  preserv- 
ing peace  between  the  frontier  lettlen  and  the  In- 
^uu,  and,  tberefora,  a  part  of  tbe  AQlituy  Eitab- 
Uabment  elioold  «on^  A  oavalry. 

G.  WASHINOTON. 

Uhiisd  Statss,  FtbnuBj  38,  1797. 

On  nuttion, 

"  Btielvtd,  That  to-moROwbe  Mrigoed  for  thS'i*- 
Donaideration  of  the  aid  bill,  in  the  mode  preaaibed 
by  die  Conatitotion  of  the  United  State*." 

The  queBtioa  to  oonoor  was  pat  and  carried — 
40  to  ST. 

Wkdnbbdat,  Harch  1. 
Jmiitar]/  Eitailithmait. 

Hr.  Quj-txai  wished  the  bill  for  fixing  Uie 
UilitBTy  Establiahment,  whioh  had  been  retnrD- 
ed  by  the  TasawMsr  or  the  Uhitsd  SrAna, 
with  bis  objections,  to  be  iakea  np. 

Vi.  W.  Shiih  hoped  this  sat^eot  would 
taken  ap,  bat  before  it  was  entered  apon,  he 
iriohed  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  to  be  dis- 
oharged  from  the  oontdderatioo  of  it,  as  be 
found,  in  a  fonuer  instanoe  of  a  siinilar  kind, 
the  bndaew  hod  bera  KttJed  in  the  Honse. 
The  oommittm  iraa  aooordingly  diKbarged. 
The  Honm  &at  '  '  '  ..      - 


oonld  aoarody  be  anppoMd  that,  at  the  tfane  they 
were  making  a  volnntar?  ^tt  of  |100  to  every 
officer  dischivged,  the  Legulatore  meant  to  de- 
fraud the  men  of  their  p^. 

Hr.  W.  SioTH  did  not  tee  any  neoendhr  for 
__e  obaervationi  of  the  genUeman  from  Tirai- 
nia.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Message  of  ttw 
Pbhskbt  which  charged  that  Eoow  with  an 
intention  to  defraud  the  men  of  thdr  ps^ 
Whatever  was  the  design  of  gentlemen,  thn 
was  not  the  charge.  Bat  oertain  it  wis  tbst 
this  wonld  be  the  i«snlt  of  the  bill,  and  it  would 
be  six  weeks  or  two  months  befcve  they  oould 
be  Dodfled  that  the  act  waa  passed.  It  vss  the 
legal  opinioD  of  the  Attorney  Guieral,  there- 
fore, that  tbey  wonld  not  be  entitled  to  tV 
during  that  tjme. 

Ur.  ydcBoi-iM  was  sorry  that  the  genthnun 

from  Sooth  OarotiDA  and  he  did  not  diiak  alike 

tiie  BDbjeot;  he  thoagfat  the  obJectJonsbt 

had  made  were  neoessary,  and  he  had  made 

them  for  the  purpose  stated.    He  thought  tli 


i  was  first  read,  and  tlien  the  ob- 
jections of  the  PRBSIDERT. 

The  fipBAKEB  then  read  the  clanse  in  the 
etitntion  which  directs  the  proceedings  on  snch 
an  oocaaion,  and  which  aays,  that  in  oaae  two- 
thirds  of  the  House  wherein  it  ori^nated  shall 
be  in  &vor  of  passing  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent  to 
the  other,  ana  if  two-thirds  of  that  Boose  be 
also  in  fevor  of  it,  it  shall  become  a  law.  The 
votes  of  both  Hooses  to  be  determined  by  jeae 
and  nays, 

Mr.  NicHOua  Bdd,  he  meant  to  vote  agtunst 
the  bill,  but  be  did  not  wish  to  stand  charged 
with  retiinng  to  p^  the  men  for  the  time  the; 
were  in  eervice.  He  thoogbt  this  bill  was  b^ 
no  means  liable  to  a  oharge  of  this  kind;  wit 


willlngnes _  _.  , 

He  was  of  c^uniMi  the  Hooae  had  given  sc 
eztnordinary  prooft  of  th«r  Hberalit;  Uiis 
MBsioa;  amongst  other  prooft  of  this,  diej  had 
determiiwd  to  appTMHiate  mwie  J  for  thebnildiDR 
(^  a  thirty-^  gon  ffigate,  which  he  had  cansed 
to  be  built  without  authority.  Bat  the  pay  of 
diese  men  was  so  mnch  a  pomt  of  law,  tWbe 
belieTed  the  men  would  have  been  entitled  to 

Mr.  W.  BuTK  Mid,  tbdr  having  agreed  to 
give  each  of  the  officers  (100,  withoot  mentioD- 
mg  the  men,  rather  went  against  tbe  gentle- 
man's oonolnBion;beaanae,  if  any  thing  had  been 
intoided  to  have  been  (pven  to  dtam,  thejr 
would  also  have  been  mentioned, 

Vr.  Wiuuns  was  aorry  that  Koie  thiiws  had 
not  been  more  attended  to,  when  that  Idll  vm 
imder  oondderotion ;  ood,  althongh  there  would 
be  adifficnlty  reqieoting  tbe  Broodier  Genml 
and  Stafi;  yet  he  thought  the  oUeotois  vail 
fonnded,  and  wotild  vote  against  the  pairing  <t 
the  bill,  in  ordw  that  a  new  (me  might  be 
broo^t  in  to  avoid  the  oUeotlona,  fhw)  tbe  de- 
mands Ib/uHj  made  for  Uie  raotectioo  of  the 
frontien  <a  Georpa  and  TemwMets  irtiloh 
amomited  to  upwards  of  $1100,000^  he  fblly 
agreed  with  the  PBEamim  that  it  wontd  be  less 
expense  to  keep  np  the  two  omnpaaiee  d  dra- 
goons than  to  employ  militia  hone. 

The  yeas  and  naiys  were  thui  tak^  tod 
Bt«od  66  to  96. 

The  bill  being  oooordinriy  kwt,  Mr.  Nuscui 
moved  that  a  oommittee  be  qipdnted  to  bring 
In  a  new  bill,  whiidi  bring  agraed  to,  a  new  bill 
was  reported  (exactly  the  same  aa  the  fbnncr, 
except  an  omisrion  ot  the  porta  objected  to  by 
tbe  PBaannvT.)  It  was  ordered  to  be  engroMM 
for  a  third  reading,  and  afterwards  passed. 

Oaie  qf  Hanging  Mom. 

Mr.  BLODTTt  colled  for  the  order  of  tbe  day 

on  the  report  of  the  Oomfiaittee  of  Claims  co 
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tbepetitionof  the  widovof  thekteSoollaoat- 
taw,  or  Hftogiug  Maw.  "Hie  House  accordin^y 
rent  into  a  cominittee  thereon,  when  the  re- 
portwisread,  as  foUowB: 

"  That  tbe  ooiiipluiits  agaiiut  the  conduct  of  one 
Jdm  Beaid,  tmi  a  DnmbBr  of  Mined  men,  who,  ihe 
itatas,  in  ttw  jear  one  thonuud  HT«n  huodnd  end 
liiwtj-thne,  contrery  to  leir  end  the  good  felEL  of 
Gamnment,  ■.tt&cksd  the  dwglling-boiue  of  the  pe- 
Gtigner  ud  hnsbBud,  killed  end  wounded  ■  nomber 
(f  TcQ-diiposed  ladiuu ;  bnmt,  end  deitrayed,  end 
cu>i«d  eway  their  prc^ertf,  uid  wounded  the  pe- 
titmiBr.  She  now  l^eyi  that  Kinie  prorlilon  mey  be 
neda  (or  her. 

_  "AJUr  exeralnlng  the  rtetement  mede  by  the  peti- 
tiaier,  aod  tlM  &cte  upon  which  (he  reati  her  preamt 
iTpScetioii,  the  ootntnlttea  hkTe  Toond  Mine  difficult 

in  ilemiting  vhiU  meeiDni  would  be ■  " '-  -' 

lot  the  Hooee  to  edopt. 

"  Pceriani  to  the  ettaek  aa  the  Hei 
bontia  lettlBn  of  TenosHae  end  tha 
fBeita  bad  been  goHty  of  mntoel  acti  of  i 

end  boetili^.    A  perty  of  the  In^eiu  bed  kili 

•Mtlen;  thcdt  ttill  wee diecorered,  eendncting  ectvei 
&e  TenneeMfr— thii  cucnmatence  lodoced  a  belief  in 
thdr  nnioan  diat  the  Hengjng  Haw  lied  been  con- 
eenni  in  Aat  btufaiee^  ud  ocoeaioned  his  being 
wmiuM,  and  the  milfintBiea  CMnpliJoed  of  by  ^ 
widow.  The  general  coinlMk,  howeTer,  lepieMDt* 
Ikt  Hanging  Uew  M  having  been  nnlfon^y  fiimidly 
toOeMrldent  leTigaenttOapiiitntheinofthe  ^i- 
jnach  vt  beiiditti ;  and  oonalant  in  hit  exertiau,  on 
all  ooeaaena,  ta  eompoie  diSonhiei  lietireen  them 


[H.  or  R. 


•itiiia  ii  eleo  attribnted  to  1 
tioDer;  who^  initead  of  exoiling  her  people  to  ec 
of  trtaliiticn,  hie  abated  notlilog  in  liai  finendihip 
tte  widle  peopto. 

"AH  theaa  cacnnutencea  leem  to  eonntenance, 
BDl  to  nqoira  for  tier  a  peniiaa  tnta  the  GoremoieDt, 
or  lane  other  relief  fiom  the  LesialataTa.    Snch  a 
jmUam  mMit  alee  be  oonridaied  ei  extending 
rnlleante  bcToaid  the  paitIcnl«T  elgeet ;  or,  aa  en  i 
Qlbg  eaoaa  to  odier  todiaa*  to  panne  a  limilar  Uoe 
•f  eendoet,  nndtr  cinnmutaDoee  eUke 
ttea^fai^  elMndd  tbeyli^ipen. 

"Bnt,  en  tbeotherhukd,  it  {■  to  be  ooDddeied  that 
A«e  ate  cUaeoa  on  the  frontlen  wlie  lieve  enSered 
iiQBnee  ee  orael,  and  depriveliam  u  aeven  bj  the 
laina;  and  wlie haTe  1>een  dieiebT left  In  altnatjoai 
t^diaCraaa  that  would  eqnalljoelllbreiriitaitae  from 
Aa  legiaUtore.  Qnesbona  ariae  whettier  both  dfr- 
etriptiooa  of  anflhren  on^t  not  to  be  prorided  for  t 
VheOm  the  ahilitie*  of  Oevemment  wonld  be  oom- 
petaat  to  meet  eH  potable  clidma  cf  thl*  natnre? 
r  help  cen  be  extended  by  law  to  the 


"bmaybeeaidthatthoae  wbonttle  on  the  fron- 
'     '    "  «  bH  the  riAa  and  daiwara  et- 


FoBey  leqnitee  diet  Ihe  minde  of  the  Indiana,  who 
>^j  he  Tooaed  to  hoetili^  bj  acta  ti  the  aettlen, 
■hniU  he  qnieted  b;  emell  petrndery  inteqweition). 

"Under  theee  tiewa  of  the  eotgeot,  the  oommittee 
bane  beaitatBd  what  report  to  nuke;  bat,  nun  the 
•hole,  M  Ae  anthoiity  realad  In  the  ExeonUire  De- 
paiiniiui  iaoompetent  to  meet  thli  claim;  aodafaould 
the  petidonaT,  from  her  Mflbrinn  and  her  attaoh- 
Tet.  n.— 7 


meat  to  the  United  Stetee,  eppeer  to  the  Eiccniive 
to  be  entitled  to  eny  anaual  relief;  ei  it  may  be  efibtd- 
ed  out  of  (he  ■ppropriatiooi  for  contingent  enpenaci 
in  the  Indjen  Department,  vichont  eny  interfereiioe  of 
the  Lc^ilature,  end  u  thig  mode  will  probably  in- 
volve the  iewest  difficulties,  the  committee  think  ahe 
■honld  epply  to  thet  depBitment ;  and  that  flie  prayer 
of  her  petilioa  ought  not  to  be  granted.'  e 

The  committee  reported  tlteir  agreement  with 
the  resolutioD  reported  fi-om  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  qaestioD  was  taken,  that  the  Houm  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase 
in  their  agreement  to  the  B^d  report,  and  re- 
Bolved  in  the  afflrmatiT& 

TmjaaDAT,  Uarob  2. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amerioan  MBmen 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed, 

MilUarf  AppropriatiMt. 
On  the  motion  of  Ur.  W.  Smith,  tha  Hoosa 
went  into  a  oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  tLe  bill 
"■■irine  appropriaticm  for  tlie  HUitary  Establish- 
ment, whea  the  following  itama  were  agreed  to 
without  debate ; 
For  the  payment  of  the  army,   .        .  f256,W0 
For  the  anbriitenoe  of  the  oSoen,    .      47,885 
For  the  anbiiatenoe  at  ibe  non-onn- 

mii^ODed  offioera  and  private^      ,    215,288 

Forfonge, U.QM 

ForolotQi^ 68,000 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  propoeed  to  insert  a  new 
item,  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  bill  jnst  passed, 
"  For  the  pnrohsse  of  horses  and  the  eqnipmeot 
of  the  OBTalry,  $18,08B." 

Mr.  Guj^ATDT  B^d,  the  items  whldi  bad  been 
agreed  to  were  upon  the  ground  of  an  increase 
of  136  dragoons  whiidt  wss  not  in  the  fbrmw 
bilL  Tbe  item  now  under  conrideration  want 
to  provide  borsee  and  eqnipmoits  (br  an  addi- 
tional company  of  cBTalry.  It  appeared  that 
tbia  company  was  heretofore  withont  either,  so 
that  theymnst  have  been  employed  as  diamonnt- 
ed  dragoons ;  and  if  tliey  now  appropriated  the 
som  before  tbem,  they  would,  la  taot,  add  a 
company  of  horee  to  tbe  eetablishment.  He 
believed  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  they 
had  OBvalry  anffldent  atpreeent;  Indeed,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  a  large  m^ority  of  that  Honae 
that  none  were  neoeseary ;  bnt  if  they  did  ^ 
propriate  for  any,  he  tbon^t  they  ought  not 
to  go  beyond  the  present  establishment. 

Mr.  W.  Biirm  said,  if  they  refnsed  to  mak* 
the  approprisHon  nnder  consideration,  they  de- 
clared that  one  of  the  two  oompaniea  of  oaraliy 
should  act  as  io&ntry.  By  tha  bill  paaaed  yes- 
terday, it  was  left  altogether  to  the  option  of 
the  I^usiDKirc  to  employ  them  either  aa  obt- 
alrj  or  in&ntry :  but  if  this  appropriation  was 
withheld,  be  wonld  tie  nnder  the  neoeaiatT  of 
employing  tbem  as  infantry  only,  and  this  Honse 
would  now  eierciae  a  discretion  which  only 
yesterday  they  had  rested  in  the  EieontiTe. 
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ft  would  be  observed,  that,  in  the 
the  pRiraDBNT,  he  had  taOy  stated  the  reasoDs 
why  drsgoons  woold  be  requisite.  The  boai- 
ness  apoQ  which  one  of  the  companies  was  at 
preeent  employed  was  to  eacort  the  Ooitirai»- 
^onera  emplojed  in  mnniiiK  the  bonndory  linea 
betwixt  tbe  territory  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Indians;  the  other  was  indispensable  for  the 
protection  of  tbe  frontiers. 

What,  Mr.  S.  asked,  would  be  the  oonseqnenoe 
of  refusing  this  appropriation  !  One  of  the 
companies  of  dragoons  wonld  be  obliged  to  act 
OS  iufantry,  and  Government  wocdd  be  compel' 
led  to  employ  militia-horse  st  a  great  expense. 
If  this  was  eoonomy,  he  was  nuetaken  in  his 
ideas  of  economy.  The  snm  waa  conformable 
to  tbe  estimate  which  he  had  received  from  the 
War  Office. 

Ur.  Hariuet  waa  in  favor  of  the  sftpropri- 
ation,  that  the  Prbsidxnt  might  be  at  full  lib- 
erty to  employ  the  troops  on  foot  or  on  horse- 
back, Bcoording  as  the  service  might  reqnire. 

Mr.  NiOHOL*s  thonght,  while  tbey  were  mak- 
ing appropriations,  this  subject  might  as  well  be 
included.  If  these  men  were  to  be  kep^  they 
onght  to  be  properly  equipped.  Ho  said  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Pbesidbnt  and  the  Secretary 
ik  War  tiftt  oav  JiT  was  necessary,  and  there- 
fore he  had  concluded  it  would  be  proper,  and 
wished  them  to  t>e  kept  up,  so  as  to  be  called 
into  service  whenever  neoessary, 

Ur.  UiLLBDGB  thonght  there  was  great  need 
of  cavalry ;  it  wonld  be  an  object  of  policy,  as, 
by  information  he  had  received  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Georgia,  (whioh  he  had  in  his  hand, 
and  which  was  corroborated  by  a  late  Governor,) 
horse  were  absolntely  necessary — he  thought 
three  companies — on  tbe  frontier.  He  there- 
fore was  in  f^Tor  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  V^Bimi  had  no  donbt  but  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  and  every  gentleman  in  tJie  Hottse, 
wonld  l>e  glad  to  have  horse  and  infsutn'  too 
kept  up  in  their  State:  every  part  wonld  be 
glad  to  have  the  pablio  money  expended  npon 
it  He  could  not  see  why  a  body  of  cavalry 
shonld  be  kept  np  in  a  time  of  peace.  He 
thought  the  Legislature  had  as  good  a  right  to 
judge  as  any  person,  notwithstanding  the  autho- 
rities produced  to  sanction  the  appropriation. 
Ur.  Y.  had  no  doubt,  if  this  was  granted,  that 
application  would  soon  be  made  ag^n  for  a 
nmilar  purpose.  He  hoped  this  approprialiDn 
would  not  take  plaoe;  it  would  l>e  a  small 
saving,  and  might  as  well  be  made,  as  there 
was  so  much  want  of  it.  He  could  have  wished 
the  troope  reduced  to  two  regiment^  which  he 
thought  quite  sufQoient  for  a  Feace  Establiah- 
roent.  He  hoped  the  Pbrsidbnt'b  ideas  on  the 
enWeot  would  not  obt^n  to  govern  the  deciaons 
of  the  House,  as  we  have  tbe  power,  s^d  he,  to 
withhold  appropriations ;  and  what  gentlemen 
who  were  fociuly  concerned  shonld  say,  he 
could  not  be  guided  by ;  as  soldiers  would 
consnme  their  produce  and  spend  money 
amongst  them,  consequently  they  were  inter- 


Mr.  Cbaix  really  lamented  that  the  gentleman 
had  not  been  in  the  House  yesterday,  at  the 
time  the  subject  was  more  under  consideration; 
he  might  then  have  inveighed  against  the  Psm- 
DENT.  The  observations  might  haveoome  with 
more  propriety,  if  they  had  bean  made  before 
the  bill  passed,  and  when  nnder  discnsrion; 
but,  after  a  law  bas  passed  the  proper  autho- 
ritie»-— after  it  has  been  resolved  to  nave  theee 
troops  of  horse — to  say,  we  will  not  appropriate 
money  to  carry  it  into  effect,  is  strange  conduct. 
If  the  determination  of  the  gentleman  was  to 
oppose  the  bill,  he  should  have  need  every 
means  to  that  purpose,  and  if  not  effectool,  at 
least  to  suffer  omers  to  enjoy  their  wil^ 
especially  a  majority.  For  the  s^e  of  oon- 
sistenc^,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld  with- 
draw  his  opposition,  and  not  in  this  ^e-way 
t^  to  defeat  tbe  operation  of  a  InU  which  has 
passed.  The  cavalir  were  voted  because  they 
were  supposed  t»  be  neeessary,  and  now  B 
gentieman  comes  forward,  endeavoring  to  ex- 
cite the'  jealousy  of  the  House  on  the  Execu- 
tive's meddling  with  the  Military  Establishment. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  was  pleased  that  tbe  PsssiDBBt 
had  refused  it,  if  it  was  only  to  oonvince  some 
gentlemen  that  he  had  power  to  refuse  that  or 
any  other  bill.  [Here  Mr.  Dbnt  asked  the 
gentleman  if  be  was  in  order.]  Mr.  Gbais  said 
he  only  wished  to  prove  the  inccnmsleuoy  of 
the  memlwr's  conduct.  He  Uiought  the  House 
should  not  betray  a  want  of  oonsistency.  He 
believed,  from  the  statement  of  the  membo' 
from  Georgia,  and  the  reasons  of  the  PnniDairT, 
that  horse  were  necessary,  and  he  therefore 
should  wish  the  appropriation  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  ErroHKU.  said,  gentlemen  seemed  to  be 
mistaken;  they  were  continually  alluding  to 
the  law  passed  yesterday.  There  was  not  a 
word  about  two  troops  of  boree  yesterday.  AR 
we  then  said,  was,  that  we  would  not  say  there 
should  not  be  two  troops  of  horse;  the  Message 
of  the  PaisiDEirr  did  not  say  that  two  troopa 
should  ho  monnted,  nor  do  I  say,  sold  Mr.  &., 
that  horse  are  not  necessary ;  I  think  some  are 
necessary:  but  the  inquiry  seemed  to  be,  now, 
whether  the  House  were  to  vote  for  more. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  Bud,  the  geotleman^s  observa- 
tions were  very  extraordinary ;  be  snrely  oonld 
not  have  attended  to  the  sul^'ect,  to  say  that 
the  House  had  not  passed  the  law  anthorizing 
two  troops  of  borso.  We  have  a  law  in  force, 
add  he,  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  Military  Esta- 
blishment, in  which  we  authorize  tbe  PKKStDDiT 
to  employ  the  two  troops  of  dragoons,  to  serve 
either  on  horse  or  foot  at  his  discretion.  Tbe 
WB  sent  np  yesterday  does  not  repeal  that 
law,  and  yet  gentiemen  wonld  now  come  for- 
wari  to  oppose  the  appropriation,  and  deter- 
mine thcr^  shall  act  on  foot  He  could  not 
think  with  what  propriety  the  restriction  could 
be  made  as  the  gentleman  fWun  Uassaohusetta 
wishes,  nor  oonld  he  think  how  the  gentleman 
from  Jersey  bad  attended.  Shonld  we'  now 
say  they  shonld  be  at  onr  direction,  ftnd  that 
we  would  not  grant  money  withoatt    Thla 
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power  which  be  hoped  the  House  wonld  nerer 

lir.  KiTonxix  said  bis  mMning  waa,  that  the 
horae  wen  not  establuhed  yeaterdsj,  but  be- 
fon. 

Vt.  Habtlxt  nid  it  appeared,  from  f^ood 
te!ti[noD7,  that  the  troops  were  requisite  to 
Nve  the  people  oa  the  flrontiere  from  the  de- 
predationa  of  the  Indiaiu ;  he  thought,  therefore, 
that  tbey  having  been  eetabliahed  before,  the 
House  were  boand  to  make  the  appropriation 
to  pyo  etket,  or  show  the  great  Inconnstenc}'. 

Mr.  NioHotuA  said  it  waa  not  hie  intention 
to  vot«  for  thefle  men  at  all ;  hat  if  the^  mnst 
hare  them,  perhapa  it  would  be  most  economioal 
to  equip  them.  With  respect  to  their  i>ower 
of  withholdio);  the  appropriation,  be  had  no 
donbt ;  and  thongh  thej  had  yesterday  passed 
a  law  eetablishing  two  companiea  of  cstbItj, 
it  iTM  in  the  power  of  that  Honae,  of  the 
Senate,  or  of  the  PsMStOKsr,  to  refrise  an 
appropriation.  This  waa  the  sense  of  the 
conatitaljon.  Vhen  the  bill  come  before  the 
HoTue,  he  abonld  give  his  negative  to  the 
•ddittona]  hone ;  for,  if  thej  were  always  to 
keep  up  the  same  number  of  men,  whether  in 
war  or  peaco,  exoept  two-thirds  of  both  Honsen 
were  fonnd  to  oppose  thewillof  thepBEsiDSKT, 
ther  might  bid  adien  to  all  restraint  npon 
Eiecntire  power,  and  oonnt  npon  a  military 
Government,  if  ever  an  £zeontive  ahonld  be 
ftnmd  whose  wUl  it  should  be  to  make  it  bo. 
If  these  were  to  be  kept  np,  he  wonld  still  say 
the  Hoose  bad  better  go  to  (100,000  expense 
to  monnt  tbem  on  borsebaok. 

Mr.  ViKTUX  said  it  waa  observed  by  gentle- 
men tbst  tfaose  troops  were  not  mounted;  If 
io,  there  mnst  have  been  a  very  lavish  waste 
of  mon^.  However  that  might  be,  gentlemen 
who  rtat«  0)19  matter  onght  to  state  it  fnirlj. 
ney  ooght  not  to  say  that  two  oompanies  of 
cavalry  wa«  yesterday  voted.  No,  they  were 
psrt  of  the  old  War  Establishment.  It  was 
true,  the  Honse  had  not  the  power  to  repeal 
the  law  ;  but  one  thing  was  In  their  power, 
iod  that  they  ought  to  do,  If  thej  see  this  part 
of  the  standing  army  necessary.  The  congtitTi- 
tioQ  ictnma  tiie  power  to  sot  on  it  once  in 
every  two  yeara  to  each  branoh  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  House,  he  thonght,  had  good  right 
to  exHcise  thtiir  own  opinion  on  the  neces^ty 
of  nuonting  these  men.  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  one  brsnoh  to  repeal  the  law  which 
kcepe  thtM  men,  bnt  we  ought  to  consider 
whethR' they  are  to  be  put  in  the  saKie  si  (nation 
as  in  time  of  war.  Mr.  T.  mud  he  discharged 
his  doty  in  voting  against  this  appropriation. 
Tbe  Hone  had  a  right  to  Jndge,  and  it  was  not 
m  the  power  of  the  PsiaiosirT  to  act  for  them. 

Xr.  Hkath  said  that  the  subject  hsd  been 
hdly  discussed,  and  therefore  he  shonld  only 
obserre,  that,  from  the  aatbority  which  bad 
rMomnended  the  monnting  of  uiese  caralry, 
he  riwvld  vote  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Mnusat  repvatad  his  STgaments  on  the 
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local  sitnstjon  of  the  conntry,  and  aaserted  the 
absolnte  necessity  of  tbe  troops, 

Tbe  motion  was  put  and  carried — there  bdng 
£6  in  favor  of  iL 

Saeal  AppropriatioTU, 
Mr.  W.  Bmrn  then  proposed  to  add  1173,000 

for  finishing  tbe  frigates  United  States,  Oonsti- 
tction,  Bud  Constellation. 

proprinting  so  large  a  i 
wos  the  sense  of  tlie  Honse,  on  a  former  oocA- 
aion,  that  it  wonld  be  proper  to  appropriate 
snch  a  sum  as  sboold  pnt  them  in  sdch  a  Bitn&- 
tion  as  to  secnrs  them  from  injury,  bnt  to  stop 
short  of  making  them  fit  fur  sea,  that  the 
expense  of  manning  them  might  be  avoided. 

Vr.  SwANWiOK  eaii  a  new  view  of  the  snbjjeot 
seemed  to  be  Uvnght  Ibrward  at  present. 
Before,  they  had  Jetennined  to  finish  the 
frigates ;  bnt  now,  they  were  not  to  finish 
them,  l(»t  they  shonld  he  manned,  bat  to  flnjah 
them  in  part  only.  A  gentleman  yesterdqr 
said,  when  speaking  on  the  subject  of  the 
FBEsrosnr's  Message,  that  he  could  not  suppose 
they  would  have  refused  to  pay  the  aoldiers, 
though  there  might  be  some  deficiency  ia  the 
ezpreBsion  of  the  net;  and  might  he  not  s 
pose,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  the  friptea  were  so  nes 
finished,  he  might  go  on  to  finish  tbem,  an^ 
trust  to  the  Legislntnre  to  fnmiah  the  money  t 
These  frigates,  he  said,  were  a  very  extraorui' 
nary  concern.  <,  It  seemed  ss  if  it  was  oidy 
when  it  was  to  ba  mode  a  present  of  to 
Algiers,  that  a  frigate  oonld  be  finished,  and 
not  when  it  was  for  the  protection  of  our  own 
commerce.  He  trusted,  however,  that  there 
woold  not  he  a  mt^ority  fonnd  in  that  House 
who  would  vote  against  finishing  the  frigates ; 
OS  to  manning  them,  that  woald  remain  for  a 
future  consideration. 

Mr.  Parkeb  said,  it  woold  require  all  the 
money  which  had  been  named  for  finishing 
the  frigates,  without  rigging,  though  there 
would  be  a  considerable  quantity  of  materiala 
left  on  hand.  There  need  be  no  apprehenwon 
of  their  being  manned,  whilst  seamen's  wages 
remained  at  the  price  they  were,  because  men 
could  not  be  got  on  the  terms  stionlated  in  tbe 
law  for  this  pnrpose.  If  a  smaller  sam  than 
was  mentioned  were  to  be  granted,  they  might 
HS  well  give  nothing. 

Mr.  8rTOBE4VEa  sopposed  tbe  blank  waa  now 
proposed  to  be  filled  with  the  same  sum  which 
nad  been  agreed  apon  on  a  former  oocasion.  If 
this  were  the  case,  it  ought  to  disaipale  the 
feara  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
VionoLAS,)  as  it  waa  well  known  that  the  sum 
was  predicated  apon  a  supposition  that  the 
frigates  were  not  to  be  manned.  If  they  were 
to  be  manned,  a  further  appropriation  would 
oert^nly  be  necessary, 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  it  appeared  to  faim  that 
if  all  gentiemen  were  agreed  that  this  bosiness 
should  go  no  fiirther  than  the  buildup  of  the 
frigates,  th^  oooM  faftve  no  taritation  to  leftv« 
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ODdotie  some  of  the  iotemftl  finishing  work  of 
the  vessels;  if  they  did  not  wish  to  pot  them 
into  Bnoh  a  aitnation  u  that  they  might  force 
them  into  eerrice  Qpon  the  spur  of  an  alarm, 
the;  coald  have  no  objection  to  their  being  left 
in  each  a  ritoation  as  to  be  perfectlj  secure, 
hot  not  fiaished  fit  for  sea. 

Ur.  SrntiouTBB  said  this  sahjeot  had  hereto- 
fore undergone  a  very  flill  diacnssion.  Amotion 
■was  then  made  merelj  to  finish  the  hnlls,  which 
was  negatived.  It  was  then  said  that  contracts 
were  made  for  all  the  materials,  and  that  except 
the  fiigates  were  finished,  tbe  engagements 
which  had  been  entered  into  conld  not  be  ful- 
filled. Bnt  there  was  another  eecnrity  against 
the  danger  apprehended.  They  had  latel;  come 
to  a  determination  to  moke  all  appropriations 
Bpedfio  and  particolar.  What  wis  the  langDege 
vl  tiia  present  appropriation  ?  It  whs  for  finish- 
iug  the  Mgates,  not  for  manning  them.  If  il 
had  been  said  to  be  for  oarrjing  mto  efieot  the 
law  fbr  the  Narol  Establishment,  there  might 
have  been  some  little  gronnd  for  apprehenwon ; 
bati  as  it  now  stood,  the  Sxecntive  could  not 
proceed  to  man  the  Tessels. 

Hr.  S^ioHOLia  eud,  when  th^  voted  the  amn 
BOW  asked  for  finishing  the  frigates,  the  ex- 
p«nditare  was  oooompanied  by  a  law  to  repeal 
the  manning  clanse  of  the  former  act.  He  had 
made  inquiries  respecting  contracts,  and  found 
tbe  money  in  hnaa  was  eqnal  to  the  folfilment 
of  them;  if  there  had  been  any  others,  he 
eoppoaed  they  shonld  have  heard  of  them.    He 

Tin  sud  there  were  many  ornamental  parts 
the  Teesds  which  might  be  as  well  thrown 
npon  the  expense  of  next  year  as  of  this. 

Mi.  Swanwiok  s^d,  if  Government  oonld 
have  had  foredsht  Boffident  to  have  known 
that  there  wonld  have  beeoi  any  objections 
made  to  the  finishing  of  the  frigates,  they 
would  certainly  not  nave  entered  into  any 
contracts  to  that  extent,  bnt  they  conld  not 
possibly  do  this.  He  wished,  if  gentlemen 
were  determined  the  frigates  shonld  not  be 
made  nse  at,  that  they  wonld  aay  at  once  they 
should  be  sold  on  the  stocks.  With  respect  to 
'"W""^<'g  <tf  them  from  the  money  proposed  to 
be  ^)propriated,  that  was  imponble,  and  he 
aaw  no  reason  for  "'B^'"g  the  hnnnees  do*Alf/ 
mre  by  any  other  precantion. 

Mr.  HoLiANn  aud  it  waa,  with  great  pro- 
priety, intended  by  many  m«nben  in  the  House 
to  keep  the  fiigatea  in  anoh  a  state  aa  to  prevent 
their  being  manned.  If  we  appropriate  to  fin- 
ish them,  said  ha,  we  shall  be  exposed  to  all 
the  dlEBcnlties  depicted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania;  ibr  some  way  wonld  he  devised 
to  proonre  and  pay  men,  if  the  Honse  pnt  it  in 
the  power  of  the  £xecntive  to  do  it :  therefbre 
ha  hoped,  to  avoid  all  that  trouble  and  expense, 
they  wonld  not  vote  to  finish  them.  For  what 
pnrpose,  said  he,  shonld  they  be  finished,  nnless 
it  were  intended  to  man  them)  To  avoid  every 
danger  of  that  kindi-he  shonld  vote  against  the 
Huni»vposed. 

Ifr.  Haxtlkt  Kud,  that  last  year  the  dx 


frigates  which  had  been  before  voted  for  were 
rediiced  to  three,  with  intent  to  complete  them. 
Was  it  not  probable  then,  he  wonld  ask,  that 
the  PsEsmsxT  would  proceed  to  complete  those 
frigates,  according  to  tbe  power  given  bimt 
Was  it  not  to  be  supposed  uiat  contracts  were 
entered  into  for  that  purpose!  No  person 
could  sQppose  bnt  contracts  were  made.  Then 
certainly  the  House  on^t  not  to  expose  the 
Executive  to  the  ridionloos  situation  of  reced- 
ing fhmi  his  contracts  1  They  would  not  be 
finished  before  next  session,  and  thertfore  no 
danger  of  equipping  oonld  be  apprehended.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  nse  them,  bnt  at  any  rate 
it  would  Im  mnning  no  risk  to  liave  them  fin- 
ished, as  they  conld  not  be  manned  by  this  ^>- 
propriation. 

Hr.  Oallxtdt  said,  there  seemed  to  "be  in- 
volved in  the  present  consideration  the  qnes- 
tion  whether  or  nf  (  we  shoiUd  have  a  Nary. 
As  to  himself  he  slun.  d  vote  sgainst  the  pre- 
sent appropriation,  beoanse  if  the  fHeatcs  wer» 
o:tnplet«ly  finished,  he  ahould  fesr  ^y  wonld 
get  to  sea.  Wh«n  they  had  on  a  former  occa- 
sion consented  to  finish  them,  it  was  under  tiie 
condition  of  the  law  for  manning  being  repeal- 
ed; but  they  now  stood  apon  new  ground. 
Mr.  G,  sud  ha  had  been  chained  with  inooiuds- 
tency  pt  opinion,  from  having  before  said  that 
he  thought  the  Phbsidxnt  wonld  not  be  author- 
ised to  proceed  in  the  manning  of  the  vessels 
under  the  present  law,  whilst  he  was  now  ap- 
prehensiva  that  he  might  do  so.  He  wi^ed  to 
be  on  sure  ground.  He  did  not  know  but  the 
PsBeinnNT  might  put  a  difierent.  oonstrcction 
npon  the  law  fiom  him.  Indeed,  from  the  experi- 
ence they  had  had  of  Presidential  discretioD, 
they  need  not  be  anrprised  if  the  vessels  were 
sent  to  sea,  thongh  no  appropriation  waa  niad« 
for  the  purpose,  should  the  PsmniKT  sappeae 
there  was  any  plea  for  doing  ao.  As  a  proof  of 
this  power  having  been  exercised  heret4^or«, 
Mr.  G.  referred  to  the  Western  insnrreotion.  In 
that  case,  he  aoid,  no  ippn^iiation  was  made 
for  the  expense;  bnt  the  law  anthorins  tbe 
pBKSinBNT  to  call  ont  the  militia  when  he  ahoU 
see  oeoaalon  to  do  so ;  he  called  them  out,  and 
got  money  fr^nn  the  Treasniy,  Indeed,  the 
bnilding  of  a  frigate  for  Algiera,  without  any 
authority,  and  the  pledging  at  the  &ith  of  the 
nation  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  law-suits  of 
our  dtiiens  in  London,  were  strong  prooft  oC 
what  the  Executive  could  do. 

Mr.  Q.  ssid  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  into 
view  any  argnments  relative  to  tbe  proprie^ 
of  eetaUisUug  a  Navy  in  this  oonntn.  B& 
abonld  vote  against  the  present  motion,  beoauae 
he  did  not  wi^  to  see  the  frigates  at  sea,  and 
because  he  oono^ved  a  Navy  to  be  prqndiaal 
to  the  true  interests  of  this  oonntry.  Somethiog 
had  beui  ssid  about  contracts,  bet  he  did  not 
believe  any  existed.  The;  hoa  last  year  been 
told  the  some  thing.  Any  person  reading  tbo 
statements  which  had  been  fiuvidied  to  th«n, 
wonld  perceive  that  the  business  was  not  doQ« 
by  aigt  ocmttaot,  but  that  men  w«r«  emi^t^r^ 
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hf  Qowiaaeat,  and  ragnlar  wages  paid  to 
tbem.  The  ttigat»  which  had  been  hoilt  for 
AipeiB  had  beea  built  by  contract,  they  bad  an 
Mlimate  of  it  at  ao  maoh  a  ton,  bat  this  was 
not  the  cue  with  respect  to  anj  other  of  the 


tnrttee. 
Mr.  W. 


■.  W.  Sktth  did  Dot  wish  to  go  into  a  long 
debate  on  the  gnbject,  when  they  hod  bo  maoh 
bonnes  before  Uiem,  in  order  to  ahow  whether 
it  WM  proper  tor  tliia  ooontry  to  bare  a  Navy 
or  not ;  the  only  qneetion  now  wae,  whether 
tbey  ongfat  to  appitipriate  money  for  finiabinK 
the  three  fHoatea.  If  tbey  did  not  do  it,  aU 
tbe  money  wbidi  bad  been  already  expended 
would  probably  be  loaL  Tbe  only  ottJection  to 
tbe  doing  of  tlna  seemed  to  arise  A^tm  a  fear  that 
tbe  Temels  v«ald  be  nuuined,  though  when  this 
•oltject  was  before  them,  the  other  day,  the 
lentleman  from  Pomiylrania  (Hi.  Ouxatih) 
mored  to  poetpone  the  blQ  relative  to  tbe  re- 
pea&ig  or  snspending  the  law  for  manning  tbe 
veneb  tin  next  tttAoa,  ttma  an  opinion  that, 
by  the  III  f  runt  law,  the  PsmnKsr  wu  not  aa- 
Ifaorizea  to  man  them.  That  gentleman  seemed 
sow,  however,  in  contradiction  to  himaeli',  to 
ftar  tbe  Psksedknt  woold  put  a  different  oon- 
■traction  upon  tbe  law :  if  he  did  not  believe  the 
VrKBTiwwT  would  violate  the  law,  be  could  not 
aeeoont  fbr  his  refnang  now  to  vote  tbe  money 
wfaieb  was  mvelv  neeesoary  to  finish  the  vee- 
■da.  iti,  8.  read  an  extract  from  tbe  report 
of  the  Beoratsry  of  War,  to  show  tbe  forward 
ibte  io  widoh  tlM  vessels  wen,  and  added,  that 
they  wen  bound  in  doty  to  finisb  tbem,  were 
it  uily  to  prevent  tbe  k»  of  the  money  already 
doomed  npon  thwo. 

Mr.  DKaxBOBW  observed,  that  if  he  was  oon- 
-vioeed,  from  tbe  docnments  which  bad  been  laid 
bdbte  tbem,  that  the  enm  now  aaked  for  was 
iiiinwi  J  merely  to  finisb  the  ftigatee,  be  Bhonld 
not  bMtatB  to  vote  for  it;  bnt  it  was  not  a  lit- 
tle exb'aordinary  that  the  gentlemen  on  that 
committee  (not  even  the  Ohafmutn,  who  seemed 
to  bave  tbe  borincea  so  mnch  at  heart)  oonld 
Bot  say  wbether  this  mm  was  neoeesary  for 
itiiiahing  snd  rigging,  or  flninblng  withoat  rig- 
png,  or  Ibr  finishing,  rig^ng,  and  manning. 
tbe  fiigate  bidldlna  in  this  city,  tbe  captun  bad 
told  ^''"'i  was  calculated  in  point  of  aiie  to  oarry 
G  guns,  inrt^tiil  of  44;  which  was  one  of  the 
iBMons  they  bad  cost  so  mnob  more  than  tbey 
bad  be«  estimated  at.  Mr,  D.  sud,  he  sos- 
pected  that  tbe  sum  proposed  would  not  only 
be  snfltdeDt  to  finUi  tbe  noHs,  bat  to  rig  and  St 

tbe cln  tot  sea,  and  until  be  had  more  satis- 

fMtiiMi  on  tbe  enl^eet  be  oonld  not  consent  to 
pva  his  vote  tat  it. 

Mr,  Kirmi.  observed,  that  gentlemen  first 
■id,  tlut  nndcr  tbe  present  law,  the  PRSsmnn- 
eooU  not  proeoed  to  man  snd  send  the  vessels 
to  fCA,  bat  now  the;  were  apprehensive  this 
migitt  be  dona,  tboo;^  no  appropriation  was 
iMilfi  for  the  purpose.  This,  he  thonght,  some- 
wbat  fnooiMisteat;  bnt  be  believed  whilst  thirty 
ArdlarB  a  numtb  was  given  to  seamen  by  mer- 
thaids,  and  their  law  only  snthorized  deven  to 
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be  given,  there  was  not  mncb  to  be  foared  on 
(bis  head. 

Mi.  Ames  said,  that  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
flDishing  of  the  frigates,  seemed  to  be  also  op- 
posed to  all  ideas  of  this  country  ever  becoming 
a  naval  power;  the  neoeeuty  of  this,  he  waa 
persnaded,  woold  ere  long  appear.  It  was  not 
to  be  mppoeed  that  a  nation  whose  commeroe 
was  greater  than  that  of  any  other,  except 
Great  Britain,  shonld  go  on  long  withoat  a  n»- 
val  protection ;  and  he  believed  the  more  streo- 
Dons  the  opposition  shown  aguost  this  messare, 
the  sooner  it  woold  be  accomplished ;  he  was 
not  therefore  displeased  to  see  the  present  vio- 
lent t»poeiti(ni  to  every  thing  wbioh  looked 
towards  this  object 

It  was  not  enongh,  Mr.  A.  ssjd,  for  gentie- 
men  to  ^soonrage  tbe  building  of  ships,  they 
would  also  disoredit  tbe  admlmstration  of  Qov- 
emment ;  and  notbing  waa  more  batnral  t.hini 
that  those  who  tbou^t  so  ill  of  it  thtaselvea 
shontd  endeavor  to  spread  those  opinions.  This 
waa  done  oontlnnally.  With  reepeot  to  thd 
building  of  the  frigates,  he  thongbt  it  was  a 
wise  step ;  and  aa  to  tbe  extra  expense  and  de- 
lay which  had  attended  the  bosinees,  he  be- 
lieved, gentiemen  might  take  a  share  of  the 
blame  apon  themselves,  on  aoconnt  of  tbe  ver- 
satility which  bad  been  shown  apon  tbe  oooa- 
don  in  this  day  agreeing  npon  one  tlung,  and 
that  npon  another.  It  waa  trae,  that  another 
cause  of  extra  expense  was  owing  to  a  reaoln- 
tion  which  had  been  taken  to  make  the  ahipfl 
mach  larger  than  waa  contemplated  by  the 
Honse;  the  vessel  bnllding  here,  he  believed, 
was  nearly  1,600  tons.  He  was  glad  that  tbia 
alteration  of  plan  had  been  adopted :  not  be- 
oanse  more  money  would  be  expended  on  this 
aooomit ;  not  beoaase  contrary  to  the  direction 
of  the  Legislatnre,  bat  beouiae  true  wisdom 
required  it;  they  wonld  now  be  an  overmatdi 
for  any  fKgate,  or  any  vessel  which  the  Alse- 
rines  oonld  send  oat  against  theio.  ThesBj  he  be- 
lieved, were  the  views  of  the  Executive  in  hav- 
ing them  bnilt  of  the  dze  they  were.  The 
number  of  the  &^tea  agreed  to  be  finished  had 
been  reduced  to  three ;  and  these  they  last  ses- 
rion  passed  a  law  to  finish.  Bat  what  was  now 
to  be  done  I  It  was  said  they  should  not  be 
finished.  Who  sud  this!  Did  the  people! 
did  tbe  Qovemment  say  it?  No ;  that  Eoose 
alone  said  it :  so  that  that  House  were  about  to 
usurp  the  supreme  anthority.  We  are  tbe 
Gtovemment,  we  are  tbe  people,  wa  are  every 

But,  if  there  be  a  law  which  s»s  that  these 
three  frigates  should  be  bnilt  and  equipped  for 
sea,  waa  it  not  neoessary,  before  it  was  conclud- 
ed that  they  should  not  be  so  bnilt  and  equipped, 
that  this  law  should  be  repealed  by  all  th^ 
branches  of  the  Legislature  t  No,  say  gentie- 
men, we  can  appropriate  or  not,  acoording  to 
oar  sovereign  will  and  Treasure.  If  they  poe- 
seased  the  power  to  nollify  what  waa  enacted 
by  all  tbe  three  branohee  of  Grovemment,  it 
waa  greatly  to  be  Itonenled.    Bat  if  they  could 
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appropriate  according  to  tlieir  will,  they  were 
bonad  to  do  it  also  acoordiDg  to  their  con- 
■oiences  too.  It  was  not  onlj  a  weapon,  but  a 
^ield,  which  it  was  their  dnty  to  use  with 
great  oaation,  and  according  to  law ;  for,  if  they 
wore  to  use  it  co&trarilj,  it  would  Im  to  make 
that  House  the  sapreme  power,  it  would  be  to 
tuarp  the  sopreme  aathority. 

Mr.  Can  believed  the  onlj  real  qoeetion  be- 
fore thom  was,  what  soin  the;  wonld  appropri- 
ate for  this  object ;  he  wiBhed  the  inoTer  wonld 
consent  to  leave  tlie  item  blank. 

'Mr.  W.  SuTH  bad  no  objection  to  its  being 
left  blank. 

itr.  Tebabix  said,  if  this  was  a  men  qneo- 
tdon  of  expense,  it  was  very  eztraordinair  tliat 
it  shonld  have  called  forUi  snob  a  philippic 
from  the  gentleman  from  Mamaohnsetts,  (Ur. 
Ahsb,)  who  had  charged  the  Honse  with  arro- 
gating to  itself  all  the  powers  of  Oovemment; 
as  being  omnipotent.  Upon  what  gronnd  conld 
he  fbnnd  snob  obargest  If  it  were  a  qneetion 
of  expense  merely,  there  could  certainly  be 
no  gronnd  for  snch  obargee ;  bnt  if  it  were 
to  be  oonridered  as  a  question  of  power,  if  tbey 
were  to  be  told  they  dared  not  to  *ithhold  the 
qipropriation  in  qnestion,  here  he  would  in- 
trench himself  as  a  Bepresentative  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  he  had  a  right,  as  a  member  of  tliat  Hoose, 
to  vote  against  the  expense  which  be  thought 
improper,  and  be  wonld  exercise  that  right. 
Everv  branch  of  Gtovemment  had  the  same  right, 
and  he  wished  them  to  exercise  it.  And  he 
wonld  not  be  told,  when  he  waa  abont  to  exer- 
cise this  right,  that  he  was  arrogating  to  him- 
self all  the  powers  of  Qovernment.  He  was 
determined  to  exercise  bis  discretion  on  every 
qneetion  which  came  before  him  for  dedmon, 
and  he  would  vote  against  this  expmse. 

Ur.  NioaOLAB  said,  the  gentleman  from  Uas- 
sachnaetta  (Ur.  Ahbb)  seldom  spoke  without 
casting  some  dennnciation  agtunat  that  Honae, 
He  bad,  however,  allowed  that  the  Pbisidkkt 
had  done,  with  respect  to  this  fieet,  all  that 
any  gentleman  had  ohatged  him  with  doing ; 
he  had  even  put  the  case  stronger  than  any 
other  person  had  pot  it ;  for  he  had  said  that 
the  Kiecutive  had  determined  to  build  the  Tea- 
sels of  a  larger  ske  than  had  been  ooDtemplated 
by  the  Le^slatore,  in  order  to  be  an  overmatch 
for  any  fAhar  frigate.  AH  this,  said  Mr,  N., 
ma;  m  right,  and  the  approbation  he  gave  this 
oonduot,  was  a  proof  the  gentleman  thought  ao ; 
all  he  had  to  e&j  was,  that  it  was  not  legal ;  it 
might  be  patriotio,  and  be  done  with  an  inton- 
tion  to  serve  the  country ;  the  Prbbidbkt 
might  nnderatand  the  intereata  of  the  oountnr 
bettor  than  thej ;  but  it  waa  a  ooudnct  which 
would  not  meet  with  the  same  approbaldon 
frvm  him  that  it  met  with  from  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  That  gentleman  had  also 
said  that  a  law  impwed  t,  duty  upon  the  House 
to  find  the  means  for  oariring  it  into  effect. 
Were  thaj  not,  then,  to  be  called  upon  fbr 
money  to  man  the  frigates)  He  asked  those 
gentlemen  whether  the  Pbebiimnt  had  not  a 


right  to  man  the  frimtes,  and  if  so,  nhethei     ' 
they  shonld  not  be  obliged  to  find  the  monev ) 
The  powers  Of  this  House  to  control  appro 

Sriationa,  had,  however,  already  been  settled. 
:  was,  indeed,  an  absnrdity  to  call  a  body  a 
Legislature,  and  at  the  same  time  deny  them  a 
control  over  the  pnWic  purse ;  if  this  were  not 
so,  where  woold  be  the  use  of  gobg  throuRfa 
the  fbrms  of  that  House  with  a  money  biUE 
The  Eiecntive  might  as  well  draw  upon  the 
Treasury  at  once  fbr  whatever  sums  he  might 
stand  in  need  of.  A  doctrine  like  this  wonld 
be  scouted  even  in  deapotio  coontries. 

And  what  was  all  this  power  that  so  much 
alarmed  the  gentleman  fWnn  Uassachnaetta  I  It 
was  merely  a  negative  power  to  refnse  to  do 
wliat  they  thought  it  would  be  miscbierons  to 
do.  Mr.  N.  sdd  there  was  a  very  fashionabl« 
doctrine  of  throwing  all  power  into  the  handi 
of  the  Executive.  If  there  were  to  be  extremea 
however,  he  beheved  an  excess  of  power  woidd 
at  least  Iw  as  safe  in  their  hands  as  in  those  of 
the  Executive;  and  !f  this  were  his  opinion,  and 
the  ground  upon  whi;h  he  acted,  the  gentlemsn 
from  MaasBchuaetta  never  &!led  to  tMe  an  op- 
podto  direction.  He  never  thonght  any  Eieo- 
utive  power  too  great 

Kr.  Pabzbb  remarked,  that  it  bad  twen  said 
the  frigates  wonld  carry  63  gnns ;  it  might  have 
been  possible  to  have  made  them  so,  but  they 
were  no  more  than  a  large  nzed  44-gaa  frigate. 
Tbey  might  be  a  little  larger  than  any  other  of 
that  number  of  gnna,  but  not  so  much.  It  was 
true  they  were  not  at  firat  contemplated  to  be 
eo  large,  bnt  stroog  reasons  were  (tfered  fat 
making  them  of  the  present  size;  the  apenee 
was  not  Increased  by  the  inoreMO  ot  oae,  in 
proportion  to  their  usefUnesa.  He  thwefore 
nimself  approved  of  what  the  Fbibidkiit  bad 
done ;  and,  if  be  had  had  the  management  irf 
tlie  boalDeBsi,  he  should  have  done  the  esme. 
It  had  been  donbted  whether  the  snm  proposed 


these  doubts  would  refer  to  the  report  which 
had  been  made  on  the  subject,  be  woold  find 
that  (930,000  wonld  be  required  for  that  pur- 
pose; the|17B,000  propoeed  wonld  barely  make 
them  ready  for  sea  in  other  respects. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  GU' 
LATHI,)  who  was  generally  very  oorrect  in  his 
statements,  had  anpoosed  that  if  the  frigates 
were  finished,  the  PaxmnKr  might  go  on  to 
man  them  without  oonaolting  the  Legb^atore 
upon  the  occasion ;  and,  to  show  the  posnbiliCT 
of  doing  this,  he  had  alluded  to  liia  having  built 
a  bigato  for  the  Algerinea  without  the  apiovbir 
tion  of  Oongreea.  He  lamented  the  aitnatiDn  in 
which  we  stood  with  that  oonntry,  bnt  he  be- 
lieved the  building  of  the  frigate  waa  neoem^. 
The  Western  insnrrection,  and  the  lav-suits  m 
London  had  also  been  named,  which  he  shonld 
not  stop  to  noldce. 

In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Peuntylva- 
nia,  he  would  say,  that  if  the  Psxamrar  could 
man  the  vesaels  and  send  them  to  sea  iod^ec 
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deat  of  Congraaa,  h«  might  also  Saish  tham 
TiihoDt  their  wd;  but  he  ^d  not  believe  he 
wooid  place  himaelf  in  the  sune  utnation  with 
raipcct  to  them  as  if  he  had  bi  do  with  a  foreign 
saSon.  Id  relation  to  foreign  nations,  he  had 
p«ti  power ;  but,  if  he  went  bejond  bis  power 
with  m^>ect  to  internal  iwnlations,  he  wo^d  be 
fiable  to  impeachment,  and  he  wonld  be  one  of 
tba  first  to  promote  an  impeachment^  were  BQch 
to  be  hia  condact 

ICr.  AiCB  eaid,  be  tmdervtood  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  Q(r.  Nioholis)  to  aav,  th^  the 
MHidnct  of  the  Ezeontive  waa  illegal ;  but  oer- 
ttdnlr  if  a  frigate  was  estimated  to  ooet  |]3,000 
aitd  it  cost  116,000,  the  eipenditnre  of  the  ad- 
ditional $8,000  was  not  illegal 

Mr.  'StDBOLkB  add,  he  had  made  use  of  the 
gentleman's  own  words  with  respeot  to  the 
change  in  the  plan  of  building  uie  frigates, 
wbidi  he  bad  called  illegal. 

Mi.  Aus  said,  as  to  the  dze  of  the  vessels, 
that  was  EiecQtive  business.  The  gentleman 
from  Tifginia  (Mr.  YBir.i3LS^  seemed  to  take 
tbe  obeerration  which  he  had  made  with  a  de- 
gree of  sensihilitj  perfeotif  natoral,  beoanse  it 
went  to  toneh  tbe  power  which  he  had  claimed 
u  a  member  of  tliat  Hoose.  Tbe  gentleman 
Mid,  "Here  I  intrench  mjself  behind  my  privi- 
leges." }fotbtag  waa  said  about  the  pablic 
good ;  all  waa  sdf  , 

And  was  it  to  be  considered,  he  asked,  that 
the;  enjojed  the  powers  committed  to  them  in 
their  own  right,  as  barons  of  empire,  as  »ove- 
r^gn  despots  I  Or  was  the  power  placed  in 
them  to  be  exercised  Hke  other  duties,  accord- 
ing to  JDstioe  and  propriety}  He  believed 
no  one  wonld  deny  that  the  latter  was  the 

How  did  the  matter  stand]!  Thej  had  at- 
tempted to  repeal  a  law,  bnt  another  branch  of 
the  Le^sIatDre  had  reflued  to  accede  to  the  re- 
peal; of  coarse  it  oonld  not  be  efieoted.  Were 
Umj  then  to  act  as  if  the  law  had  been  repeal- 
ed t  Tea,  ea7  gentlemen,  we  will  refuse  to  ap- 
propriat«  the  money  since  we  think  the  thing 
nnnnnmniiry  He  hoped,  however,  the  da; 
would  soon  come  (as  melanohol;  wonld  be  the 
period  antU  it  did  arrive)  when  this  power  of 
rrfbsing  an  qipropriation  to  carrj  an  existing 
law  into  eSlBCt,  Mtonld  no  longer  be  connte- 
naneed  by  a  nu^fority  of  that  Honse. 

Mr.  VzsABix  was  ot  opinitm,  that  if  tbe  geu- 
tirman  from  Haaaachnsetts  had  only  tbe  public 
nod  in  view,  which  he  had  qwken  of;  he  oonld 
have  bad  no  Indncement  to  have  gone  into  tlie 
vgsmenta  which  be  had  introdnoed  on  this  oo- 
caskn.  He  conld  sssnre  Uiat  gentleman  that 
Im  Mt  himself  aa  stron^y  bonnd  to  consider 
tte  pablic  good  in  all  hia  oondnot  as  be  oonld 
bft  He  bdieved  no  instance  oonld  be  named 
a  which  he  bad  not  oonsolted  that  intercet. 
Jit  Co  what  was^  or  vbb  not,  oalcnlated  for  tbe 
RiUie  good,  be  must  be  left  at  liberty  to  Jndge 
kr  hinisel£  Bat  the  gentleman  had  not  pnt 
tbe  bosiaeas  on  tbifl  ground,  bnt  beoanse  gentle- 
ua  differed  in  opinion  f"*"*  otiwra,  they  wwe 


[H.   OTfc 

charged  with  assmning  ahsolnte  authority,  with 
principles  of  despotism,  OTertoming  the  Gov-    ' 
emment  tec 

Mr.  V.  said,  it  waa  his  opiqlon,  that  In  all 
laws  which  come  before  that  House,  every 
member  had  a  fall  right  to  say  yea  or  nay,  for 
which  they  were  not  aoconntable  to  that  gentle- 
man, or  to  any  other.  The  other  branches  of 
Goremment  had  also  the  same  power.  Indeed, 
tbe  other  House  had  exercised  this  right  in  neg- 
ativing the  repeal  of  the  law  relative  to  the 
manning  of  uiese  vessels.  He  tmsted  both 
Honaes  woald  always  continne  to  assart  thor 
right  thog  to  use  their  discretion  and  privilege. 

Mr.  Aus  said,  he  had  not  charged  that 
House  with  nsmping  power,  or  breaking  down 
the  other  branches  of  Government ;  nor  did  he 
say  they  had  not  a  discretion ;  bnt  that  their 
discretion  ought  to  be  regulated  by  duty. 

Ur.  BwANWiOK  swd,  amidst  all  the  foreign  ob- 
jections which  had  been  urged  against  this  ap- 
propriation, he  wished  tbe  act  pBsaed  last  session 
to  be  referred  to.  [Mr.  B.  read  on  extract  from 
it.]  Hera,  in  April  last,  said  he,  it  is  provided 
tliat  the  frigates  shall  be  finisbed,  and  yet  now 
geatlemen  wished  the  Hohse  to  come  to  a  con- 
clnsion  only  to  half  finish  them.  What,  he  ask- 
ed, wonld  the  world  think  of  sooh  a  versatili^ 
of  condnott 

Hr.  Kttohxll  thought,  if  they  meant  to  get 
throtigh  the  bosiness  which  lay  before  tbem,  It 
was  time  they  disposed  of  this  question.  He 
thought  the  debate  npon  it  had  been  sufficiently 
long. 

Mr.  BBrar  saldj,  when  this  saUeot  first  came 
before  the  oonunittee,  he  had  determined  to 
give  the  sam  necessary  to  complete  tbem ;  nor 
had  he  ever  wavered  on  the  sn^eot,  until  be 
heard  the  gronod  which  hod  been  taken  by  ths 
gentieman  from  Maaaaohasatta,  (Hr.  Ama)  He 
did  most  feelingly  partidptte  in  tbe  aentimeBta 
ezpreaaed  by  his  oollaagne  (Hr.  YaiTABUE)  on 
the  occasion.  It  was  really  difficult  to  know 
what  was  the  amount  of  his  doctrines.  In  the 
first  instance,  he  nndarstood  the  gentteman  to 
rise  for  two  purposes,  viz :  to  jnstiiy  the  Exec- 
utive from  oert^n  chaises  which  had  been 
brought  against  him,  ana  to  ahow  the  obliga- 
tion wijioh  the  House  lay  under  to  grant  Uie 
money. 

In  the  first  plooe,  the  gtntlonan  said  the  'Ex- 
ecative  had  been  charged  with  violating  the 
law ;  and,  when  he  went  into  the  snl^Jeot,  be 
onderstood  him  to  say,  as  bis  eolleague  unde^ 
stood  him,  that  the  Executive  had  obanged  the 
plan;  he  ondetttood  him  to  aay,  that  thon^ 
Congress  had  ordered  44-gnn  fHgatce,  he  had 
ordwed  74'e,  which  remuk  he  oonduded  by 
expreesing  his  approbation  of  the  PBEsiDErrr'a 
conduct  If  he  admitted  that  tlie  Execntive 
hod  Tiolat«d  the  law,  and  yet  felidttted  him 
upon  having  done  so,  he  might  eqjoy  his  pleas- 
ure, he  would  not  participate  with  him. 

With  respect  to  the  second  part  of  his  obeer-  ■ 
vations,  os  to  tbe  obsolnte  neoeeeity  under  which 
every  member  lay  to  vote  for  tbe  som  required 
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for  finialiing  the  ftigatee,  beoaose  the  bnil^ug 
of  them  was  direot«d  by  law,  this  was  a  most 
Important  point.  He  thought  this  involved  one 
of  the  most  TBiuable  priDoiples  which  that 
Houae  poseeeeed,  and  which  should  never  bo 
lost  Mght  o^  via :  the  right  of  every  member  to 
azeroise  his  disoretion  upon  every  qneetioit,  Bip- 
propriatjoiiB  as  well  as  others,  which  oame  i«- 
ibre  him.  Did  not  the  gentlemiui  know  that 
the  most  solemn  dedsioa  had  taken  place  last 
session  ou  this  sat^eot,  by  a  large  majority? 
Indeed,  said  he,  this  Bentinient  was  so  ingrafted 
in  the  constitation  that  the  House  oonld  not  di- 
vest themselves  of  it;  for  the  gentleman  to  say 
they  did  not  possess  it,  was  to  make  a  dead  let- 
ter of  their  privileges.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
on  the  snbject ;  and  it  was  a  sacred  and  esaen- 
tiol  principle  which  wonld  go  further  to  pre- 
serve onr  liberties  than  any  other  which  they 
possessed.  He  tmstad,  therefore,  they  should 
guard  it  with  speaial  care. 

Hr.  Oauatdi  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  follow 
the  genQemau  from  Maasaohosetta  in  what  he 
had  said  on  this  sal^ect,  becanse  he  had  not  folt 
the  force  of  what  he  had  advanced,  nor  very 
well  nnderstood  what  be  meant.  Both  his 
meanina;  and  his  motive  for  bringing  this  snb- 
jact  b^re  them  to-day  were  to  him  mysteri- 
ons.  He  bad  brouKht  before  them  the.  Trest; 
question  anew,  and  it  wonld  be  reoolleoted 
what  wwe  the  ftolings  of  the  Honse  on  that 
oooasioit;  but  he  oonld  see  no  relation  which  it 
}xm  to  the  present  qnestdon;  and  thongh  a 
number  of  membws  in  that  Honse  had  asaert«d 


^y  were  ready  to  say  the  same  wlQi'  re^Mot 
to  uwa. 

The  gentlentan  from  Maasaohnsette  had  ewd, 
that  if  ttiey  pnt  a  meaning  npon  the  conetitDlion 
in  this  reepect  different  from  him,  that  th^  ar- 
rogsted  the  sapreme  pow^  to  themedves.  Did 
not  he  know  that  the  doctrine  applied 
fienato  as  well  as  to  that  Honse  t  and^d  he  not 
see  that  that  would  be  a  check  upon  the  abuse 
of  it  in  either  House,  snoe  it  was  a  weapon 
which  both  oould  nset 

The  gentleman  had  sud  they  were  bound  to 
obey  the  law.  Bound  to  obey  what  law  ?  The 
law  for  antboriiing  the  building  of  the  three 
frigates?  He  did  not  nnderstand  how  this  law 
was  to  bind  them.  This  was  a  mere  adminis- 
trative law,  which  did  not  extend  to  the  <a\i- 
sens  of  the  United  States,  but  gave  power  to 
the  pBKsmKNT  to  do  a  c«rtwn  act;  therefore, 
M  citizens,  they  bad  nothing  to  do  with  that 
law,  except  they  were  to  obey  It  by  appropriat- 
ing the  money  neceesary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
Tet  the  gentleman  allowed  thei«  might  be  cof 
in  wluch  it  would  be  right  to  nse  discretion 
the  appropriation  of  money.  For  his  port,  '. 
did  not  understand  the  being  boand  and  not 
bound  at  the  same  time;  to  have  discretion  and 
no  diaivetim.  He  wished  either  that  the  one 
or  the  other  opinion  might  be  adopted;  and 
that  they  might  be  told  ^t  they  bad,  or  that 


they  bad  not,  a  right  to  exercise  discretion  in 
the  appropriation  of  money.  If  this  exsrciee 
e  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  why  conld  it 
be  allowed  in  the  present  ?  He  wondered, 
therefore,  that  gentlemen  in  &vor  of  this  mo- 
tion should  have  tonched  npon  this  ground. 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  that  tney  hitd 
this  msoretion,  and  that  it  onght  to  be  used 
with  oantion,  and  not  upon  tnfling  occauoai. 
But  he  conceived  this  to  be  one  of  those  occa- 
sions In  which  it  was  neoessory  for  thoss  op- 
posed to  a  Kaval  Establishment,  to  vote  againK 


oonddered  a  Naval  Batablishment  as  highly  in- 
jnriODB  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  he 
should  vote  agunst  every  measure  which  ud  a 
tendency  to  produce  it.  That  gentleman,  tud 
others  who  thought  differently,  would  vote  so- 
cordingly. 

Ur,  G-.  moved  an  amendment,  vii :  that  before 
the  word  "fHgatea,"  to  uid  "the  hnlls  oL" 
On  the  (question,  ayes  46,  noes  44^-the  Chafr- 
mon  ^ving  his  vote  against  the  amendment;  it 
was  not  carried.  It  was  then  pnt  in  the  origi- 
nal form,  to  Sniah  the  frigates,  the  sam  of  — - 
dollare,  and  carried — ayea  M. 

The  queetdon  on  the  blank  being  flDed  with 
$172,000  was  then  pnt,  and  carried— «yea  47.     * 

Ur.  Gallatih  moved  to  add  an  item  to  Mj 
the  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  which  tbey 
had  agreed  should  l>e  piaid  to  every  officer  dii- 
charged  from  the  militaiy  service  in  oonseaoenee 
of  the  regulations  which  hod  taken  place  in  (he 
eetabliehmeoL 

This  item  was  filled  np  with  three  thonsmd 
dollars. 

Ur.  Gallatin  moved  to  odd  the  following 
words:  "which  sevwol  anms  shall  be  solely 
^iplisd  to  the  objects  for  which  they  tn  re- 
spectively appropriated," 

Mr.  W.  Bhtth  wished,  as  much  as  the  gentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  to  oonflne  the  expendi- 
ture to  the  snms  appropriated;  but  the  provi- 
don  for  some  objecte  might  &11  short,  while 
others  might  have  a  lorplns,  which  he  thoo^ 
onght  to  be  made  nae  of  to  sopply  defldewuM 
in  oases  of  emergency,  £ver  unoe  the  estab- 
lishment <3t  the  present  Qovermmnt,  the  whole 
appn^riation  for  the  Uilitaiy  Establishment  had 
been  considered  as  an  aggregate  ftmd  onto! 
which  any  of  the  objects  of  tlut  establishment 
might  be  paid  for;  but  the  expense  of  esch 
olgeot  was  now  to  be  confined  to  the  eptatio 
appropriation.  He  was  afraid,  however  weH 
Urn  might  look  in  theory,  it  wonld  be  found 
vei;  mmchievons  in  practioe.  He  wished  the 
gentleman  would  amend  his  proposition  by  add- 
ing, "  BO  &r  as  may  be  consistent  with  pabho 
exigency ;"  this  would  restrict  the  ezpenditnrss, 
except  in  unforeseen  oases  of  emergency,  ta  fffc- 
vide  for  which  some  latitude  of  discretion  on^t 
to  be  left  to  the  Eieontive. 

Mr.  StTOBKATBs  did  not  see  the  neoesri^  or 
propriety  of  the  amendment  of  his  oollaagM, 
when  the  House  hod  distributed  the  ai^ropri- 
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•tioDs  amonsBt  the  different  ol^ecta;  u  tbe 
nDendmeDt,  lie  concetTed,  mMnt  notiung  moT« 
than  the  department  shonU  not  expend  va^ 
nore  tbao  the  Bom  impropriated  for  the  differ- 
at  itoua,  which  they  had  no  right  to  do  if  there 
were  no  smeDdment  Hwetofore,  when  appro- 
nrutionB  were  made  in  a  maaa,  the  Beoretan-  of 
Tv  did  not  feel  hinuelf  botmd  to  goTecii  him- 
■elf  by  the  eetimate  which  he  had  gtveo  in,  but 
b^  partiCTilariring  the  difibrent  itema,  the  former 
evil  was  comotod. 

Ifr.  Guj^TiH  aaid,  if  the  &ot  waa  exactly  se 
it  had  been  atated  by  his  ooHeagne,  his  amend- 


Department  had  not  acteJ  upon  the  prindpit 
wtudi  he  had  atated.  They  ud,  notwithstand- 
ing the  diatribntion  of  the  appropriatioD,  thonf^t 
fikemaelTea  at  liberty  to  take  the  money  from  i 
item  whw«  there  was  a  Borplos,  and  apply  it 
another,  where  it  was  wanted.  And  when  tl 
wai  objected  to,  as  taking  from  the  Legislature 
thHT  appropriating  power,  they  answOTOd  that 
the  Lqfialatare  had  ent«rea  so  much  into  detail 
that  they  cmnld  not  attend  to  their  directions. 
They  had,  last  seedon,  made  the  appropriatioiis 
more  mietdflo  than  at  present,  yet  the  Secretary 
<tf  the  Treasnry,  in  B  letter  written  to  the  Hon«e 
.during  this  eeasion,  said,  "that  it  was  well 
known  to  have  been  a  mle  dnoe  the  eetabliab- 
ment  of  the  GoTemment,  that  the  appropria- 
tioiis  for  th«  IGlitary  Establishment  were  oon- 
■idered  as  general  grants  of  money,  liable  to  be 
iasned  to  any  of  the  objects  inolnded  under  that 
dqwrtment.  Therefore,  nnleaa  this  amend- 
ment was  intxodnced,  it  woold  leave  the  power 
>fi  bebre.  In  order  to  make  the  bnsineas  more 
easy,  all  the  contingent  ezpenaee  were  appropri- 
ated in  one  aom. 

The  oltject  of  thia  amendment,  said  Mr.  O., 
wastiiat  no  part  of  tbepi^of  the  Army  ahonld 
go  to  the  Qnart^maater^  department,  fto^  and 
Oat  none  of  them  ahonld  go  to  the  building  or 
aqoqiping  the  frigates ;  bat  if  this  i;ere  not  the 
ai^  money  might  be  fbnnd  to  get  the  frigat«e 
to  sH  from  the  Impropriations  for  the  Uiiitary 
Department,  if  the  PRKamsirr  ahonld  think  it 
necuBay  so  to  ^ply  it.  As  to  the  amendment, 
it  wootd  do  away  the  intention  of  it  altogether. 
Mr.  Haxpkb  was  against  the  amendment.  He 
fiioD^t  the  Department  ought  to  be  at  lil)ertj, 
in  ease  of  an  appropriation  proving  deficient,  to 
hare  reooone  to  other  fimda  where  there  might 
be  a  Borplas,  and  as  none  wonld  be  taken,  ei- 
oept  when  there  was  a  sonlns,  he  oocld  see  no 
Direction  to  this  being  aUowed.  Indeed,  for 
want  of  aoch  a  privilege  very  serions  incon- 
Teniencea  might  arise  to  the  service,  in  oaae  of 
accident  or  nnforeseen  events. 

Hi.  GkjAJk-ra  said,  the  law  did  not  operate 
in  the  manner  which  the  gentleman  lastnp  snp- 
poied.  "^^1  ^^^  lately  voted  a  snnj  of  forty 
thoosand  doDara  to  Toake  good  a  deficiency  of 
kst  year,  which  had  been  need  for  some  other 
porpoee ;  in  conseqiience  the  deficiency  fell  npon 
the  pay  ot  the  Army,  althou^  that  could  not 
'-  becanae  the  number  of  men  was  never 


inoreaaed ;  It  might  be  leae,  aa  the  nominal,  not 
the  actnal  nnmbw  of  men  was  appropriated  for, 

Mr.  EiTTXEA  thought  the  amendment  a  bad 
one.  Bnppose,  said  he,  a  boat  shonld  be  over^ 
set  with  tents  in  the  lake,  or  a  magazine  blown 
np,  the  losses  oonld  not  be  repured,  becaoae, 
though  there  might  be  snrplns  snms  in  the 
Treasary  from  other  items  in  the  establiahment, 
yet,  if  this  amendment  prevailed,  they  oonld 
not  be  tonohed.  He  thought  this  wonld  be  the 
eSbot ;  he  was  agunst  innovations. 

The  amendment  waa  pnt  and  carried,  there 
being  fifty-four  votes  in  fcvor  of  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  toe* 
np  the  amendments. 

And  then  the  main  question,  "  to  flnish  'Om 

frigates dollara,"  was  taken  by  yeaa  and 

nays,'  as  follows : 

Yb*b.— Kahor  Amu,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Theoph-  . 
Qua  Bndbnry,  Aichsrd  Brent,  Daniel  Buck,  Dgmpnr 
Burgga,  Joshua  Coit,  Tiffiam  Cooper,  ■William  Cralk, 
Samuel  W.  Dws,  Jam«i  Davanport,  Hemr  Daar- 
boni,  GeOT^  Dent,  Gaai^  Ege,  William  Findlay, 
Abiel  Fortar,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Natfiaiiiel  Freeman,  jt, 
Eiekiel  Gilbert,  Nicholai  Gilman,  Henry  Glenn, 
Chaanoey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Waiiam  B. 
Gtotb,  Robert  Qoodloe  Huper,  CbHm  B.  Harriwn, 
Thomaa  Hartiey,  John  Uea^  William  HmdmaiL 
Jotm  Wilke*  EJttera,  Edward  Livingston,  SamnJ 
Lyman,  Francis  Malbone,  John  Milledge,  Frederick 
A.  Hnblenbeig,  William  Vans  Hniraj,  Joha  Kich- 
olaa,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  Josiah  Parker,  Elisha  K, 
Potter,  John  Read,  Samuel  Sewall,  Samuel  Sitgreave^ 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Nathaniel  Smttb,  Isaac  Smi^ 
William  Smith,  Thomas  Sprigg,  John  Swanwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  (jeivge  Thatdier,  Richard  Thoaiai 
MaA  Thomp^m,  John  A  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van 
Coitlandt,  Joseph  B,  Vanram,  Peleg  WadswOTtfi,  and 
John  WHltama 

Nati. — Tlieodoms  Buley,  David  Bard,  Thomaa 
Blomit,  Nathan  Bryan,  Samnel  J.  Cabell,  Gabriel 
Christie,  Thomas  Claitranw,  John  Clopton,  Isaac 
Ccdea,  Jessa  Franklin,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Git 
le^e,  Chrirttqiher  Greenup^  Andrew  Gregg,  Wads 
Hampton,  JoEm  Hathom,  Jonathan  N.  HaveuB,  James 
Holluid,  Andrew  Jackwin,  Geoive  Jackson,  Matthew 
Locke,  William  Lyman,  Samn^  Hactaj,  Kathoniel 
Hacon,  Andrew  Hoon,  Anthony  New,  John  Patton, 
John  Richards,  Israel  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr., 
WHIiam  Strudwick,  and  Abraham  Tenable. 

The  qneetjon  to  fill  the  blank  with  $178,000 
was  then  pnt  and  carried — ayes  17,  noes  49,  and 
the  bill  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Fbidat,  March  8. 
Call  for  StatamenU. 
Mr.  OALLATnT  said,  he  wished  to  propose  to 
the  House  three  rssolntions,  calling  for  state- 
ments relative  to  the  War  Department,  whidh 
he  wished  to  be  laid  before  the  Honse  at  the 
next  session.  They  had  heard  it  said  upon  that 
floor,  by  gentlemen  who  were  considered  to  bo 
well  acqn^nted  with  the  snbject,  that  many  ex- 
penses nad  taken  place  in  that  Department 
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Inoreasing  from  year  to  year,  beyond  what  the 
increase  in  the  nnmber  of  troops  woald  warrant, 
It  was  proper  toky  the  fonodation  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  snl^ect.  Indeed,  haTing  jnst  passed  a 
pretty  severe  law  relative  to  the  Receivera  of 
Poblic  Uoney,  and  understanding  that  the  8eo- 
retary  of  the  Treaanry  had  a  long  list  of  delin- 
anents,  he  was  desirous  of  taking  some  steps  in 
tne  bnsinesB.  From  these  oonsiderations,  he 
offered  thefollowiog  resointions  for  acceptance: 

"JUnlred,  Th«t  the  SBcratiiy  of  tha  Traanny  ba 
Aracted  Co  lay  before  the  Hoon  of  RepreaentstiTee, 
within  the  finit  week  of  Jaaaaiy  next,  ■bstracta  c^ 
the  aocoiuiti  of  all  paymuten,  qaarteim  eaten, 
trecton,  agents  fbr  the  pnrchaaa  of  anppliea, 
genaralljf^  all  the  Reoeiven  of  PabUo  Maneja,  paid 
from  the  Tnaaoiy  from  the  lit  of  Jannery,  1791,  to 
the  lit  of  Jantury,  1797,  on  aoooont  of  the  Mllitaiy 
EBtabllebment,  >o  u  to  exhibit  a  detailail  atatement 
of  the  vhole  amonnt  of  moneya  thni  expended  to 
that  paHod ;  and  vfaethar  any  of  the  aecoantg  be  not 
AdbI^  eettied;  and  ihall  lay  before  the  Ucniaa  an 
eatiiiiala  of  moneya  not  acoonnted  for. 

'^RaolMd,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treanfy  be 
(Ureeted  to  Uy,  at  the  sane  time,  befoie  the  Hoiue 
of  ReprewDtatlTee  nmilor  abitracts  of  the  acoonnta 
of  all  the  KeoetYen  of  Pnblio  Money  expanded  for 
tba  bnilding  of  the  fiigatBi. 

"  Retolr^  That  it  ihall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secra- 
taiy  of  the  IVeoaary  to  lay  befbra  the  Honae  of  Bep- 
leteatatiTai,  withia  the  lait  week  of  Jannaiy  in  each 
year,  a  atatement  of  money  expeoded  hr  the  HQltaiy 
Eatablishment  dniiDg  the  next  preceding  year,  di>- 
tizigaiahipg  tli«  >nm«  aipended  onder  OMh  head,  fbr 
which  fpedfio  appropriations  have  been  madc^  and 

an  eatimate  of  the  probable  nnnttled  demandi  i 

laflon  to  each  of  thoae  heads."* 

The  resolations  were  aeTerally  agreed  to. 

ETEBINa   BZSBIOR. 

Militar]/  and  Jftmtl  Appropriatitmt. 

The  bill  appropriating  money  for  the  Military 
and  Naval  ^tablishmenta,  was  received  from 
the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  proposing  to 
do  away  the  restriction  which  bad  been  intro- 
duced into  the  bill  to  confine  the  expenditnre 
of  money  to  the  specific  objects  fbr  which  each 
snm  is  appropriated. 

Mr.  Dara.  hoped  the  Honae  would  recede 
from  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Oallatix  Bwd  that,  by  the  oonstitntjon, 
no  money  waa  to  be  granted  bnt  by  a  law 
passed  in  the  regnlar  mode.  Kow,  ssia  Mr.  O., 
this  is  not  by  law,  i^  after  a  owtain  sum  is 
granted  for  one  item,  it  be  not  used  for  that 
purpose,  but  pnt  to  tome  other  object.  Thia 
waa  certainly  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
oonstitntion,  and  if  yon  do  not  strictly  abide 
by  that,  yon  may  as  weil  set  aside  the  const!- 
tntiOD,  and  say  we  will  appropriate  $0,000,000 
for  the  BDpport  of  Oovemmeat  for  the  present 
year.  If  we  meao  to  carry  the  constitation 
into  effect  we  must  r^ect  the  amendmenL 

Mr.  SnattKATEs  observed,  that  his  opinion  on 
this  point  was,  tliat  the  Eoose  had  a  constitn- 
tional  power  to  depart  from  any  identiiying  of 
Articles  to  nnu  granted,  and  that  departure 


grew  ont  of  neceatity ;  for  the  extreme  embar- 
rassment which  wonld  attend  the  practice  of  i 
strict  adherence,  woold  render  it  impracticable. 
But,  as  be  did  not  mean  to  stand  responsible 
for  the  motion,  he  ehonld  be  MtisSed  with  e^- 
ing  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  agreed 
to  be  taken. 
Mr.  KicKOUJi  thoo^t,  that  when  gentiemoi 
supporting  saoh  unlimited  m 


we  see  large  soma  voted  for  an  army  and  navy 
in  time  of  peace,  said  be,  it  wonld  jostify  us  in 
adopting  some  regulation  to  prevent  it.  The 
difference  between  the  operation  of  this  and 
the  other  mode  is,  that  in  this  yon  confine  your 
public  officers  to  the  identical  object  fw  which 
a  Bum  is  appropriated;  otherwise  they  might 
use  what  they  would  call  overplus  money  for 
any  object  they  mig^t  think  flL  Aooordii^  to 
this  method,  prop<wed  by  the  Senate,  any  sum 
may  be  taken  ffom  any  certain  object,  and 
placed  to  any  ether,  whL^  Mr.  N.  thought  too 
unbounded  a  power  to  be  placed  in  the  Ex- 

Ur.  Pabxks  scud,  be  wonld  not  pretend  to 
jnstify  the  espenditnre  on  the  Military  Estab- 
lisbmenti  but  he  could  not  help  obserring  that 
the  oasnaltiea  to  which  the  forage  and  clothing, 
ACt  which  is  transported  to  onr  garrisons,  are 
exposed,  are  very  great.  Though  at  peace  with 
the  Indians,  it  is  but  a  temporary  one,  and  we 
cannot  be  sure  they  will  not  intercent  onr 
stores ;  beudes  other  aooidenta  to  whicn  it  is 
expoead,  all  which  make  it  necesaarj  that  the 
huids  of  the  Executive  ahoold  not  be  tied  front 
nidng  the  surplusage  of  some,  for  the  accidental 
and  unforeeeen  dendenoies  of  others ;  withool 
this  the  Army  m^  be  exposed  to  the  most 
3Bnt  distres^  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation,  while  the  IVeasnry  has  money  in 
hand  as  surplus  from  other  objects.  Oonrider- 
ing  the  great  importance  of  an  appropriation, 
he  hopea  gentlemen  would  not  so  incline  to  op- 
pose we  bill,  eepecial^,  add  he,  when  our  ei- 
iBteuce  will  not,  as  a  L^islatlve  body,  be  more 
than  four  hours,  and,  in  that  time,  it  must  pasi 
other  anthoritiea  before  it  can  be  put  into 
effect;  tf  it  is  loot,  the  efibcta  will  be  bad.  Mr. 
P.  sud  be  had  as  many  scruples  as  any  gentle- 
man, and  would  take  every  measure  to  preeerre 
the  constitution  inviolate,  bnt  he  should  be 
sorry  1^  under  the  fear  of  offending  It,  the  Oov- 
amment  should  be  stopped. 
Mr,  Ekath. — ^If  my  existence  waa  to  be  bnt 
r  one  moment^  I  wonld  stand  here  and  oppom 
is  reedation;  to  let  it  paaa,  la  precluding  the 
ii«edom  of  inquiry  into  tne  conduct  of  onr  pnb- 
lio officers.  If  we  were  to  commence  this  loose 
kind  of  a  way  of  appropriating,  we  may  go  on 
to  do  this,  that,  and  the  other,  until  we  were 
too  &T  to  stop.  Were  we  to  indulge  oursdw 
to  go  into  the  wide  fields  of  accident,  we  mi^t 
suppose  this  and  tha^  but  our  imaginationi 
woold  have  no  end.  He  lamented  the  short- 
of  tiie  time  they  had  to  discnsa  \L 
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Kt,  Gubmbt  aoknowledged  this  was  the  age 
rfrcMoo,  bnt  he  was  mny  the  House  should 
U  inctmed  to  adopt  an  entire  new  doctrine  of 
prirQegea.  We  should  not  hazard  a  new  posi' 
tkn,  whm  it  may  be  attended  with  the  great- 
M  danger ;  therefore  he  hoped  thej  Tronld 
tgne  with  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  Ha&psb  thonght  it  wonld  not  be  verj 
ditEcalt  to  oonvicce  gentlemen  who  oppose  it, 
that  the  am«idment  was  calcnlated  to  seonre 
tbe  Tcry  oMect  they  wiabed.  It  was  not  a  vio- 
htioa  ot  ute  ooDstitDtJcm,  as  eome  geotlemen 
■appoaed.  He  wotdd  ask,  oonid  not  an  appro- 
priition  be  made  for  the  use  of  tbe  Unitai7  Es- 
tablidunmt  in  general  terms)  Tee,  he  would 
•bbwct;  else  how  oonld  an  appropriation  in 
gmcral  toasiB  have  been  made  for  the  inter- 
eoerae  with  foreign  nations  t  Oertainlj  it  coold 
not  be  nnoonstitational  to  appropriate  the  over- 
pliu  ot  otte  artiole  to  supply  the  defioienoj  of 
isothcT.  One  moment's  reflection,  Ur.  E. 
tboogbt,  would  convince  members  of  the  error 
of  a  oontrsTT-  opinicoi:.  It  might  not  be  safe  to 
do  it  without  law,  bat  here  is  a  law  allowing  it. 
The  whc^  Dinst  suffer  if  the  War  Department 
ii  defideot,  which  cannot  be  avoided  if  one  U 
not  to  aeeist  another  branch,  for  it  is  scarce 

r'.ble  to  gnard  agdnst  everj  contingency. 
thoDf^t  the  amendment  beneficial  in  the 
hiffacat  degree^  and  without  it,  would  stop  tbe 
Kir  Dqi^tment  in  its  operations.  He  hoped 
BO  Mmj  would  take  plnce,  as  it  endangered  the 
bOL 

Mr.  YAxmnc  sud,  that  notwithstanding  all 
that  gentlemen  might  produce  to  prove  tbe 

--y  of  giving  the  Eiectttive  large  powers, 

IS  dangerous ;  be  Instanced  that,  if  the 
B  were  determined  to  man  and  equip 
tbe  fri^tei  fbr  aea,  they  would  have  power  to 
do  it  from  money  appropriated,  and  intended 
for  other  pnrpeees;  time  it  was  transferring  a 
power,  sMely  vested  is  the  Legislature,  into 
fta  ExeeotiTe  Department.  He  uiought  it 
a  infriogeiDeiit  on  the  oonstitation ;  it 
patting  (Be  power  where  it  never  was  intended 
to  be;  altitmf^  he  had  great  respect  for  that 
d^wttmcait,  yet  he  did  not  wish  to  see  ite 
powete  extended  too  &r.  A  gentleman  had 
■rtimatiwl  he  abould  not  wish  tbe  bill  to  be  al- 
tered, if  be  was  sure  there  would  not  be  war 
with  tbe  In^ana.  He  would  answer  that 
there  oonld  not  be  a  war  until  the  Legislature 

Hr.  y.  Mid,  that  tbtfe  was  one-fifth  more 
■KBey  approiniated  than  oould  be  used  before 
Out  next  me^iiig  of  Oongreas,  for  there  would 
be  two  montha  of  the  preaent  year's  qipropria- 
taoo,  during  any  part  of  which  anothr-  ^'" 


._. .  t,  bnt  he  rose  to  express  his  disapprobation 
of  it,  and  he  should  have  been  glad  if  there  was 
time  to  make  another  bill.  We  must  either 
suffer  the  communityto  abide  nuder  great  dia- 
advantagea,  or  onrselves.  If  they  conld  exist, 
politically,  he  swd  he  should  be  happy  to  de- 
stroy that  bill.  He  must  acknowledge  that  it 
as  crammed  down  his  throaL 

Ur.  LiviiiosTON  B^d,  that  the  reasons  urged 
by  the  gentleman  from  UassschnsettSj  instead 
of  the  end  he  proposed,  would  have  a  contrary 
eSbct.  Mr.  L.  believed  that  this  amendment 
%  tendency  to  leesen  the  privilegea  of  the 
House ;  believmg  this,  no  object  of  convenience^ 
no  view  to  the  gener^  opinion,  should  ever  pre- 
vent him  voting  against  it.  He  believed  it . 
pregnant  with  mischief.  The  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary  Departments  would  be  too  easily  connects 
ed;  if  the  one  wanted  assistance,  while  the 
Treasury  had  money  in  hand  it  wcHild  be  sup- 
plied. He  thought  the  Honse  had  voted  sof- 
fldent  to  answer  every  purpose  intended,  and 
he  believed,  whatever  specions  argnmenta  may 
be  used,  the  House  would  not  recede.  If  any 
evil  attended,  he  was  willing  to  take  his  paK  ftt 
the  blame ;  but  he  was  not  apprehensive  of 
any. 

Mr.  W.  Ltius  hoped  it  would  not  pass,  as  it 
was  full  of  danger  and  bad  principles. 

Mr.  W.  SiOTii  said)  the  appropriation  to  the 
Mlitory  Establishment  had  always  been  oono- 
dered  a  general  grant  of  money ;  therefore  it 
would  introdnoe  no  new  principles,  bnt  the  man- 
ner of  this  hill,  passed  in  this  House  the  day  be- 
fore the  dose  of  the  seasion,  and  sent  np  to  the 
Senate  the  very  day  of  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  B,  said  gentlemen  talked  about  the  consti- 
tution, but  he  thought  they  had  wrong  ideas  ot 
the  evils  of  this  husinees :  it  was  cot  whether 
tbey  gave  too  much  power  to  their  officers,  bnt 
the  Military  Establishment  could  not  go  on; 
then  tbe  PKEsroEHT  would  be  obliged  to  alarm 
the  whole  nation,  and  incur  a  ^t  expense  to 
get  the  Congress  together,  and  all  for  want  of 
due  time  and  regulations :  and  now  we  must 
cram  it  down  the  throats  of  the  Senate.  Surely 
gentlemen  should  have  some  moderation,  and 
not  be  so  bightoned  aa  to  prevent  any  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  from  exeroiung  their 
powers  as  well  as  us. 

On  the  question  being  taken  to  oononr  with 
Qas  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  stood,  80  to 
ea,  as  foUows : 


Samael  W.  ]>anB,  Jamu  Daveop<»^  Oerage  Den^ 


•S 


Mr.  BwurwioK  tiion^ht  there  was  no 
cf  tbe  bin  being  loet ;  it  waa  neoeieary 
cnaa  ■  {vineiple  which  appeared  to  admit  of 
i__     _      ,.  — ^   throwiiw  the  whole  of  the 


Gihnaii,  Ounmoer  Goodriob,  Roger 
QrinroU,  Bcbeit  Goodloe  Haiper,  Thomas  Hartley, 

William  Eindman,  John  Wilkei  Kittura,  Gaorge  Leo- 
jurd,  Sunnel  Lyman,  Fi&ucU  Malbona,  John  Page, 
Joaioh  Porker,  Samael  Sewall,  Ssmael  Sitgreares, 
Nathaniel   Smith,    Iioao    Smilh,    William    Smith, 

.    f,  ---    --   --- .ZephanlahSwin,  George TLatchBT.RichaidThoma^ 

to  themercy  of  the  Treasury  Depart-    Jofm  E.  Van   Allen,  Peleg  Wadivorth,  ai^  John 
— H.  WUiama 

Mr.  pMa  nid  be  dionld  TOte  for  tbe  amend-  |     Nan.— Theodonii  BaOey,  Ahraham  Baldwin,  Da- 
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vkt  Bud,  Tbomu  Blaaul,  Richard  Brant,  Nathan 
Biyan,  Samnel  J.  Cabell,  Gabriel  Chriatie,  ThomM 
Ctaibome,  John  ClopCan,  Ihuu  Coles,  Henry  Dear- 
bom,  Williua  Findlay,  Jesse  Franklin,  Natbuiidi 
Freemaji,  jr.,  Albert Gallado,  James  OilletpEe,  Chria- 
topher  Greenap,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wade  Hampton, 
John  Balhom,  Jonathan  N.  Haveni,  Jobn  Heath, 
Jomei  Holland,  Andrew  Jackson,  Geowi  Jackeon, 
Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman, 
Skmael  MaoUy,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
John  IGlledse,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  A.  Hnh- 
lenberg,  ADlboay  New,  John  Nicholas,  Ab»«nder 
D.  Orr,  John  Patten,  Eligha  R,  Potter,  John  Bead, 
John  Kicharda,  Robert  Ratberfocd,  John  S.  Sher- 
burne, Thompson  J.  Skinner,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr^ 
Thomas  Sprigg,  William  Stnidwick,  John  Swanwuik, 
Joseifh  B,  Tanmm,  Abraham  Yaoable,  and  Bitdiard 
Winn 

The  VSB  WM  aggtn  sent  to  the  Senate,  and 
was  soon  alter  retomed  with  the  amendment 
reoededfrom. 

Qenordl  Lqfayttte. 
lb.  Haxpkb  moved  that  a  reeolatioD,  whioh 
he  laid  on  the  table  yesterdaj,  reepeoting  M^or 
General  La&vette,  ahoald  be  taken  np  fw  consi- 
deration. Tne  molJon  waa  seconded  bjr  Mr. 
W.  Sifrra.   The  resolntion  was  in  the  Mowing 

"This  Honae,  strongly  Impraoed  with  a  jost  seme 
oT  the  important  and  disintetested  services  randered 
to  thdr  conntiy  dnrlns  the  late  war  by  their  fellow- 
dtiien.  Major  Qeneru  I^ayette,  and  deqily  regret- 
ting the  sufferings  to  which  he  is  now  saluted  trtaa 


.  long  and  rigorous  icaprisonnjent,  and  i 


that  the  President  of  the  United  State*  be  informed, 
that  this  House  will  see  with  the  hi^est  saliifaction, 
any  meaairea  which  he  may  deem  expedient  to  ad<^ 
towards  effisotinK  the  restoration  (Jtheir  s^d  fellow- 
dtiten  to  liber^. 

The  qneetitA  was  taken  for  the  Honae  to  take 
it  np,  and  Icwt— ayes  89,  noes  C2, 

Mr.  LiTTKOBToii  Bud  he  had  some  time  been 
wishing  to^"t  forward  something  similar;  he 
really  hoped  some  negotiatiou  woud  be  oarried 
cm  to  effect  Mb  liberation.  It  woold  be  honora- 
ble to  this  oonntrj  to  intetpose  in  behalf  of  thin 
man,  who  has  a  clum  on  American  service. 
While  enfferin^  for  as  on  his  part,  let  gratitude, 
and  every  feelmg  that  can  afieot  the  heart,  be 
oars.  Abandoned  by  hia  own  oomitry,  and  to 
increase  hia  safferinaB,  prednded  from  almost 
ever;  ei^oyment  of  life,  it  wonld  be  honorable 
'  IB  to  mtereet  onrselvea  in  his  beh^  appro- 
'ing  some  nu&n  snm  which  may  enable  the 
IDBNT  to  mslce  some  progreea  towards  his 
releasement  Thos,  while  it  is  honorable  to 
America,  If  it  has  no  effect,  it  may  adbrd  some 
oomfort  to  the  nnfortnnate  sourer,  to  think  he 
Is  not  forgotten.  He  then  proposed  a  reeoln- 
tion,  not  materially  varjins  from  that  jnst 
offered  by  Mr.  E&bfss,  hopmg  that  the  little 
variation  woold  prevent  it  BnSering  a  aimilar 


'•Vtu.  [Much,  1797. 

Mr.  Pabrbb  fitud,  aa  it  was  a  personal  ques- 
tion, he  hoped  it  wonld  lie  tm  the  table. 

}ir.  CoiT  thought  it  a  delicate  qnestion,  and 

le  which  onght  not  to  be  agitatM,  and  there- 
fore moved  the  previons  qneetion. 

Mr.  QiiBTLET  spoke  of  Mr.  Pabzxb'b  observ- 
ing ita  personality.  He  answered  that  the  man 
snfferea  mnch  for  this  oonntiT,  and  therefore 
was  entitled  to  r^ard.  He  aoknowledged  with 
Mr.  Gorr,  that  there  WM  much  d^eaoj  hi  the 
business,  and  therefore  hoped  it  wonld  speedil/ 
be  disonased ;  it  on^t  not  be  postponed ;  the 
mtan  is  now  suffering  in  a  moat  distreadng  wn- 
finemenL  If  any  of  the  soldiers  of  17S9were 
here  with  whom  he  was  In  oonndl,  there  would 
not  be  a  dissentuig  voice  to  Tuang  every  eitt- 
tion.  He  hoped  the  Honse  would  never  forget 
snch  brilliant  servioea. 

Mr-  BwAxwioz  said,  there  need  not  be  a  dis- 
senting voice,  but  we  onght  to  be  cantioDS  how 
we  mnltiply  onr  negotiations  as  this  conld  not 
he  done  without  eoteriog  mto  a  negotialioD 
with  the  Emperor  of  Oermany  in  the  regular 
way.  It  is  not  want  of  respect  that  should  pre- 
vent us,  bnt  are  we  provided  to  go  into  all  the 
oonaequencea  attending  a  new  negotiatiaut 
There  is  a  delicacy  in  it,  of  which  we  ought  to 
be  oareM.  There  is  not  the  least  doubt  but 
the  PionuDwrrhasasmnch  deaire  for  his  release 
as  any  gentleman,  bnt  he,  no  donbt,  deliberated, 
and  saw  the  danger  of  it.  Mr.  S.  said  he  la- 
mented onr  foreign  negotiations  m  tote.  There 
was  no  good  derived  from  them,  and  he  could 
not  anticipate  any  from  new  onee. 

Mr.  NiOQDLU  said,  be  felt  aa  mnch  diqxM- 
tion  to  take  measnree  for  hia  rcJease  as  any  nun, 
bnt  he  Ihon^t  the  boaneas  nndertaken  too 
hastily.  Bnppose  yon  give  inatmctifau  to  the 
PuaisBirr  and  he  does  not  think  proper  to  ut 
on  it,  so  far  from  being  a  oomphmcat  to  La- 
ihjette,  it  wonld  hnrt  hia  mind,  ahoold  ha 
hear  it  bad  been  agitated. 

Mr.  Oi-aiBOKNx  saw  no  difficnltj  attending 
the  reeolntion.  He  hoped  the  Honse  woola 
render  this  eeaential  eervioe  to  the  mifortnnate 
snfferer,  if  even  in  the  last  horn-  of  Uie  Coo- 
greaa. 

Mr.  Onmsim  said,  it  wai  an  improper  tins 
U>  take  np  the  reeolatdon,  bnt  as  they  had  to  rit 
there  two  or  three  honrs  longer  and  no  businM 
to  do,  this  might  aa  well  ooonpj  the  attentica 
of  the  Honse  as  noL 

Mr.  LrvraoaroN'  wonld  be  aony  to  impeae  t 
harden  Dpon  the  ootmtry,  bnt  he  thoog^t  this 
a  dnty  incumbent  on  them.  He  hoiked  gentle- 
men would  openly  come  forward  and  avow 
their  sentimentB,  and  not  shelter  themselves 
nnder  the  previona  qneetion.  itemember,  be 
came  here  from  the  pompous  ease  of  a  foringn 
oonrt;  he  voluntarily  aerved  the  oanse  of 
America,  and  bled  for  her;  he,  in  a  great  mea- 
snre,  procnred  the  intereet  wldch  formed  the 
alliance  with  France  in  om"  defence;  beridea 
spending  a  princely  fortnne  in  onr  oaow,  ha 
asked  nothing,  nor  wonld  accept  any  compeo- 
aationforhia  serrioeaiuidnowhaiaalMndtHMd 
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to  the  moat  dreadfiil  eitnation  powible ;  some 
rfthkt  companaatioD,  jiisljjdii«  to  hisseirioea, 
b  nCtued  him  as  a  balm  to  his  former  wo«b  by 
not  UUmpting  lua  roleMe.  Tbis  ia  the  ntn&- 
tkn  d  the  man  for  whom  this  Hoose  ia  asked 
oolj  to  expreae  their  deeire  for  his  comfort ; 
thii  is  the  man  -who  iraa  met  with  pleasare  in 
ereij  part  of  tho  United  States ;  all  Lbe  people 
t^Mtbi  to  «Kpreaa  their  gratitade  to  him ;  he 
vai  aMompanlad  with  testimociala  of  adiotra- 
ttoo  and  thanks  from  the  whole  Continent :  and 
now  W6  should  not  tmj  that  we  will  feel  with 
pleasnre  measmree  taken  towards  obtaining  his 
IftienT  I  We  can  [utj  him,  and  regret  his  sitna- 
tion,  W  refuse  to  lend  him  the  least  assiatanoe 
to  Boothe  his  distress.  We  do  not  call  apon  the 
House  to  Tmt  its  in&ntine  sorrow,  to  show  ita 
vomaniah  pity.  No.  We  call  on  it  to  express 
a  wHI,  predominant  tbrooghotit  the  United 
8tat«a,  in  the  behalf  of  this  onfortonata  man. 
Bnt  it  is  aaid  that  we  ahonld  get  the  ill  will  of 
tiM  naUoDa  who  p«9eoat«d  him.  Unleas  they 
Ud  adieu  to  all  the  tender  feelinos  of  hnmanity, 
tbcj  never  can  taka  offeoee.  It  has  been  also 
snt^MMad  it  would  be  ineffeotoal;  be  had  no 
dambt  bat  the  Ezeoative  wonjd  take  those  niea- 
■cma  which  would  be  most  eflbcmal  and  least 
wnjangering  to  the  uatdon ;  it  ooold  not  make 
the  sitnation  of  the  sofferer  worse,  and  if  we 
neoaed  in  proonring  his  liberty,  it  would  pve 
pleaanre  to  every  heart  who  can  sympathize 
with  the  diatreased,  or  feel  grstitade  for  high 
obligations :  and  if  it  doea  not  have  that  happy 
tSKL,  (till  we  may  feel  oonsolation  at  having 
dooe  our  dn^.  If  theae  measnrea  were  taken, 
it  woold  iUominata  the  loathsome  horrors  of  a 
dongttoD  tha  moat  dreadftal ;  it  would  sweep 
awmy  the  reproach  "  that  Rminblioans  know  no 
gr^tode ;"  that  wa,  who  haa  his  best  exertions 
wldlat  in  pnMmMitr,  do  not  forget  him  in  ad- 
veraitT.  Mr.  L.  aald  he  rwlly  believad  that  if 
ha  had  not  known  the  priDdpka  of  liberty  here, 
md  tie^ied  us  in  oar  atrnggle  for  it,  he  wonld 
have  never  ezirted  in  misery  in  the  dnngeon  at 
Ofamti,  and  therefore  the  hlgfa«et  obligatians 
were  laid  cm  tiw  United  Statea  to  exert  herself 
iohiaMialCi 

Mr.  HsaxK  hoped,  that,  althongh  the  gentle- 
Btaa  had  labored  to  exdte  the  paUieUo,  yet  he 
would  not  aharge  the  Honse  witii  a  want  of 
" — "^    nisni  if  the  measore  was  not  adoptod. 


eHooseL  HasauttuFBrniiBNT 
kB«w  the  will  of  the  Unitad  Btatea  on  the  snb- 
Jeet,  and  tbarafore^  if  he  saw  proper,  he  ooold 
tike  it  np.  He  hoped  the  gentteman  woold 
BHMubar  this  waa  a  oomidicated  oaae;  for, 
■aea  be  had  left  this  ooonby,  he  had  become  a 
oitiKa  of  another  ocnmtry.  Mr.  H.  sdd  he  fait 
far  hia  ttDJbrtanat«  ritoation :  he  had  fonght 
■ader  Ui  bann^.  Te  are  not  to  be  charged 
•itb  a  want  ot  pabiotism  and  flsellng  for  this 
f^riBgboro,  beoanse  we  think  it  impmdeat 
tointarast  ai^  iuTolve  onrselvea  in  hia  behalf 
Mrsly  to  Indulge  tha  flif^ty  fuicy  of  a  few  in- 
ffrirti^i     We  nd^t  go,  said  he,  and  addrees 


'j^^fMe.  [B.  or  B. 

the  PmamiKT,  to  exert  himself  as  ^  as  he  saw 
proper  in  his  behalf  as  a  body  of  individnals, 
but  not  as  a  Legislatiire. 

Mr.  W,  Bjcith  conld  see  no  kind  of  impro- 
priety in  the  measure.  It  had  been  aaid  it  waa 
a  new  subject,  and,  therefore,  onght  not  to  be 
taken  np  now ;  bnt  it  was  not  introduced  yes- 
terday ]  Did  gentlemen  want  an  age  to  eipresa 
an  opinion  which  every  member  feels — which 
the  whole  nation  feels !  The  motion  only  went 
to  express  a  wish  that  measures  may  be  token 
according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Executive :  if 
he  had  a  thonght  or  wish  to  adopt  measures, 
this  would  encouTB(re  him  to  csrry  them  into 
effect.  Europe  mi^t  feel  a  pleasure  tbnt  we 
interested  onrselvea  in  his  behalf.  Did  he  not 
embaik  his  all  for  this  country  t  It  has  been 
well  said,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  if  the  motion  had 
bten  made  in  1779  or  1780,  no  previous  quea- 
Hon  would  then  have  been  called — no  oppou- 
tion  then  made.  Bead  the  ioumaU  of  the  Na> 
tional  Representation  for  1760  and  178S :  there 
we  find  one  member  bom  each  Stat«  waa  ap- 
pointed to  take  leave  of  him  in  behalf  of  the 
whole.  [Mr.  B.  here  read  the  jonmals  of  that 
tjme,  which  insert  at  length  the  proceedings  ad- 
dress, and  answer,  attending  the  tranaaotlon.] 
There,  said  he,  they  expressed  their  zeal  for  hia 
future  welfare,  and  gratitude  for  his  favors,  ao- 
companying  it  with  a  letter  to  the  French  King, 
requesting  him  to  bestow  his  favors  upon  him. 
From  the  frequent  respeolM  menUon  made  <^ 
his  servicca  on  the  jonmals  of  the  Eouse,  there 
appears  to  have  been  much  attention  paid  to 
hie  servicce  by  Congress.  Even  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Brit^  be  sdd,  had  diaonased  the 
qneation  of  his  confinement;  and  shoold  ^lis 
House  reftiBe,  who  are  so  much  obliged  by  bii 
servioest  Nothing  that  hod  been  said,  in  op- 
podtion  to  it,  could  oonvinoe  him  bnt  that  we 
were  called  npon,  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  to 
adopt  tbe  measure.  The  satiabotion  of  know- 
ing that  hia  servioee  are  not  fytgoiXMi  may  ren- 
der him  more  oomfi>rtable  in  his  dnngeo[t--^n<7 
follow  hhn  into  the  deserts  of  ffiberia,  or  wher- 
ever the  cruel  hand  of  opprenitm  may  Mnd 

Hr.  MuiiBOV  did  not  think  thwewas  time  to 
do  all  the  badness  requisite  to  render  due  Jos- 
tioe  to  the  motion,  and  he  hoped  the  Hoosa 
would  do  more  than  was  intended  by  tbe  mo- 
tion. He  believed  the  only  regular  mode  would 
be  to  appoint  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bUL 
He  ther^ore  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
committee  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  firrfiSKAVKS  said,  according  to  the  motim 
there  was  no  necessity  fbr  this  mode,  as  it  waa 
of  a  nature  not  to  require  the  aid  of  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature ;  it  waa  quite  sufDciait 
if  the  House  passed  the  resolution.  He  waa 
sorry  to  hear  the  previons  qaeetlon  called  tor 
to  get  rid  of  the  subject,  but  he  hoped  it  would 
not  prevail :  he  thou^t  this  motion  required 
early  attention.  He  leud  attention  was  dne  to 
LAVATnra;  America  was  hig^y  indebted  to 
him.    It  is  a  debt  of  Justices  »^  ought  to  be 
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paid ;  and  while  this  House  delays  to  mterpoae 
Id  his  behalf  h«  mast  remain  in  confinement. 
Those  gentlemen  who  thought  the  Hoow  ought 
to  interpoM  ehonld  think  this  is  the  very  time, 
if  any  good  is  intended  to  be  dune :  he  thero- 
fbre  hoped  they  wonld  not  delay. 

Mr.  Habpkb  said,  if  the  subject  was  on  the 
sen^ng  an  ambasaftdor  to  negotiate  for  the  hb- 
eratioD  of  tbis  roan,  it  might  with  more  propri- 
a^  be  opposed.  He  was  eorprised  that  any 
genttoman  in  the  nonse  should  l>e  opposed  lo 
expressing  a  wish  for  measnres  to  be  taken 
which  may  prove  efFectoal  for  that  purpose. 

When  he  had  no  need  of  oar  caresses,  the 
TJoited  Btatee  resoonded  with  his  name :  he 
was  then  met  with  tokens  of  respect  and  oon- 
gratulation  wherever  he  went  Bat  now,  pin- 
&g  nnder  the  omel  hand  of  despotic  vengeanoe 
in  a  loathsome  dmige*n,  weighed  down  by 
chains,  with  a  scanty  allowance  ;  when  we 
^w  his  present,  contrasted  with  his  past,  sitr 
nation — embarking  from  the  magnificent  splen- 
dor of  a  French  coart,  displeasing  his  sove- 
rdgn — embarking  himself  and  hazarding  ev- 
ery thing  thnt  was  dear  to  him,  in  support  of 
American  liberty— is  this  the  man,  Ur.  H. 
would  ask,  to  whom  America  said,  he  shonid 
never  cease  to  have  her  best  wishes  and  en- 
deavors for  his  good,  when,  in  the  most  griev- 
ous captivity,  we  refuse  to  oipress  a  desire  for 
amoreel  of  comfort  to  his  depressed  mindl 
What  avail  oar  toasts — our  boosted  recoUeo- 
tions  of  him,  and  regret  at  his  &te — if  we  take 
not  every  opportunity  to  alleviate  that  dis- 
tress t  But  the  worst  of  his  misfortunes  is  not 
to  lie  in  a  dungeon :  he  is  now  racked  with  a 
fear  of  being  sent  into  the  inhospitable  deserts 
of  Siberia,  whence  is  no  hope  ever  to  eipect  his 
return  into  the  civilized  world;  and,  with  this 
nnwelcome  intelligence,  the  American  Legis- 
lature refbses  to  express  a  wish  for  his  deliver- 
ance! Who  knows  but  the  power  in  whose 
onstody  he  is  may  expect  America  to  interest 
herself  in  his  &vor  t  And  by  a  pretext  like 
this  he  might  be  hberatod,  or  at  least  his  fear 
of  removal  ^ssipated,  and  his  present  misery 
alleviated.  Ur.  H.  said  he  was  sure  it  wonld 
he  highly  gratifying  to  the  citizens  of  America 
to  hear  of  the  measure ;  they  had  long  expected 
it,  and,  if  ondertaken,  he  had  the  greatest 
hopes  of  ita  succen,  in  a  measure.  K  it  should 
but  tend  to  soften  his  present  distress,  It  wonld 
be  a  happiness;  but  if  its  efTcts  should  be  to  re- 
store to  liberty  one  to  whom  America  is  so 
much  indebted,  it  would  amply  repay  whatso- 
ever  tronble  is  taken  towards  its  ocoomplieh- 

Mr.  W.  LnuN  did  not  donl)t  of  the  services 
of  the  Marquis  Lafayette ;  he  was  always  the 
Bu^eet  of  adoration  and  the  toast  of  this  oouu' 
try.  Beddes,  it  has  made  him  liberal  grants 
for  his  services,  and  he  thought  there  could  be, 
no  proof  tliot  we  were  wanting  in  marks  of  es- 
teem for  him.  With  respect  to  the  motion,  Ur, 
L.  asked,  to  whom  was  application  to  he  made? 
Does  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  know  who 
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confined  him,  or  by  order  of  what  goveni- 
ment  I  No  court  are  willing  to  avow  it.  Brit- 
ain, France,  and  Prussia  disavow  it,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  Emperor  also.  Until  that  vss  clear, 
the  measure  wonld  be  improper.  May  not  the 
a^tation  of  such  a  question  in  the  Home  swik- 
en  a  Jealousy  in  some  of  those  powers  towudi 
us,  which  may  militate  to  our  iqjnry,  and  iqjnre 
the  man  whom  the  attempt  is  meant  to  serve  t 
Gentlemen  have  depicted  his  sufferings  in  very 
lively  colors,  said  Mr.  L.,  and  were  it  in  my 
power,  or  were  it  consistently  in  tha  power  d' 
the  House,  I  should  be  very  hqiOT  t«  affbrd  re- 
lief Until  some  of  the  diffionlties  in  its  way 
were  cleared,  he  said,  he  shonid  be  forced  to 
put  his  negative  to  it  He  thought  mntlemen 
who  saw  the  matter  so  necessary,  and  tbeway 
so  clear,  had  reason  to  reproach  themseiTes  for 
letting  it  sleep  so  long,  and  for  having  mtny- 
duced  it  at  tlie  last 'hour  of  the  sesdonof  tlie 
Houses. 

Ur.  Habpeb  and  Ur.  Livchostoit  said  that 
nothing  but  the  constant  prea  of  public  bun- 
neas  had  prevented  their  motions  sooner,  aod 
they  thought  there  was  even  now  time  enoDgb, 
as  it  only  required  the  expression  of  a  desire  of 
the  Bonse  for  the  object. 

Ur.  BroK  swd  the  services  and  soSerings  of 
theUarquis  were  indelibly  written  on  the  hearts 
of  all  the  citizens  of  America,  and  be  thoui^t 
there  was  no  need  of  that  torrent  of  oratory 
which  had  been  di^ayed  to  sffect  the  feelings 
of  the  House.  He  thought  it  wonld  prove  it* 
weakness  to  soffer  its  feelings  to  predomisite. 
We  ought  to  give  a  decision  only  by  the  force 
of  judgment,  after  due  deliberation ;  for  /tvltnir 
oonld  not  look  forward  to  consequences.    Were 


among  the  persons  proscribed  by  Frinoel 

and,  considering  the  very  brittle  sitoatiM)  (^ 
our  peace  with  that  country  at  prssent,  we 
should  t>e  induced  rather  to  strengthm  thm 
weakffl  onr  ties ;  for  the  motion  goes  to  sn- 
tborize  the  PsEsmKnT  to  take  any  measuRs 
to  support  I^&yette.  This  bong  the  ritnstioD, 
we  know  not  where  the  measures  may  end,  and 
it  wonld  be  a  serious  thhig  to  be  plunged  in  i 
war  with  France  on  that  sooonnL  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  predpitste  the  hnsioen, 
but  give  themselves  time  to  examine  the  con- 
sequences. This,  Ur.  B.  sud,  had  induced  him 
to  oppose  the  motion.  Though  onngenial  to  his 
feelings,  he  therefore  should  vote  lor  the  pre- 
vious, «id  agunst  the  main  question. 

Ur,  CiAiBOBm  was  against  the  previous 
question.  He  would  hazard  any  thing  for  tb^ 
happiness  of  a  man  we  owe  so  much  to— wbo 
sees,  Bud  be,  the  unfortnnsAe  man  with  his  lady 
and  daughter,  under  all  the  miseries  that  dc^ 
potiam  and  tyranny  can  inflict,  in  a  wretched 
dnngeon,  without  even  the  oomforta  of  liAl 
Here  he  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  the  mcfli- 
bers  in  a  very  forcible  manner,  and,  with  the 
most  bitter  invective,  ardently  wished  the  d^ 
stmotdon  of  his  omel  oi^veasor^    He  ohsvred 
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IB  the  DDeannen  the  mmaben  of  tbe  House 
were  in  if  public  bosiness  detained  them  half 
in  hour  after  the  usual  time  of  their  dinners, 
ukd  appUed  the  case  to  this  anfortonate  nun  io 
(ontinoal  oonflQemenl,  and  after  oil  -with  mis- 
enble  fare. 

The  prerions  qnefltion  vbh  then  pat,  "  Shall 
the  mam  queetjon  be  now  pat  t  "  and  negadved 
— aye«25. 

Mr.  LimroBToii  then  brought  forward  a  aim- 
dar  resolation,  which  caaaedTerj  oMisiderahle 
debate,  and  was  at  length  got  rid  of  by  the  pre- 
lioas  qneetion.  The  principal  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  this  motioa  seemed  to  be  the  late 
period  at  whioh  it  was  bronf^ht  forwiird.  All 
were  agreed  as  to  the  merita  and  the  raiofoi^ 
tonrs  of  the  man,  and  had  the  motion  been  ia- 
trodoced  at  anj  other  time  than  on  the  ere  of 
the  riring  of  the  seedoo,  there  coald  be  little 
doobt  it  woold  have  beui  agreed  to  by  a  ver; 
large  majority.* 

Thanii  to  the  i^Mier. 

llr.  Buoutrt  said  he  wished  to  offer  a  reaola- 

tkHi  to  the  Honse,  which,  as  he  was  oertun 

there  could  be  no  opposition  to  it  would  oo- 

eapj  little  of  their  tune.    He  ^oald  wish  the 


igMnwlf  to 
thg  flliuttliiiu  e^itfTO. 

Bl  to  B«tLa  (o  tdOtit  Ua  dliehirga,  hi*  tat  op- 
)■  Pniili ;  tmt  bafiin  tha  mini  of  th«  nu*- 
d  b««i  tonud  oru  to 
I  PljiflLiiaj,  thfl 
Id  Lmlon.  hid  been  Initnictcd  to  miki 
bvn  tk*  w^taa  or  tba  Pnddeiit  to  the  AoMriui  IDnlitcr 
rtltatptoee,>Dd  tk*Biltl>b  UnlMiT  bid  bean  KJldtod  W 
ttlu  u  lariinl  In  tba  ^ppUadoD :  but  tU  1b  nln.  At  ■  lut 
itttrnft,  utd  at  (tw  uomaBt  of  oauiD(  to  bt  FrMldaot,  lig 

■Wimilili ■-^-.-■■■-■--j. *-ri'i;i  in  i 

llUM*^lHilMlami,liiiAlgh  h>  aalliiltod  that  I^t^- 
■Mi  B^(U  be  •nond  to  etna*  to  tha  Unitad  Btitw  Tlic 
ktur  Mid :  '  I  toAm  to  niUu|«  upon  tbls  dallata  mtijeiit 
PartDlt  OM  ailr  to  mbalt  to  jimi  najettfrn  eonddantlaii, 
^alka  hl>  lose  iBpriwHunent,  ud  tlw  oonOtotloii  of  bli 
onM,  ^kd  tlho  iDdlgemca  uid  dlipertfoD  of  hk  Ikmllj,  lad 
tt*  faUlU  iBxtoUai  tnddcut  to  ill  thm  dmuiuttnoM,  do 

to  tk*  vAdUtloii  ut  hamuiltj'f  Allow  ma,  air,  on  thla 
•cca^H  to  bo  IH  organ ;  ud  to  antmit  that  ba  ma;  tia  par- 


!fc  iiWililliiiM  M  joor  ittit*tr  Dur  da«m  It  a^edlaot  tc 

irt  of  Dr.  BoBmaii  haTlBf  bllad  to  san 
ba  dsigooa  el  Olmnta 
■d  Bir  tha  ^HtoilBg  (word  of  tha  ooDqiufor  of  Italj 
rniiiiMiMill  iihat  tbanobla  lettor of  Waahlngton  Etllad  to 
•Mda.  Aftat  Iha  Tnatj  of  Oampo  nrmlo,  an  ald-d»<ainp 
■(IhatheB  TOBiir  Oaoanl  Baanqiarta  pmeaadrd  to  Tlanoa 
-^wdthonlewifla&ratt*— ud'^bUinadlL  ThaBm- 
ww,  rnvte  tba  Seooad,  might  haTa  qipsand  mora  gnea- 
U7l■fb•t^^Hl(Ira^lf  bahsl  jtoldad  tha  raloaM  to  tba 


it,  ai 

Honse  apoa  it.  It  was  in  the  fbliowing  words : 
"  RetalBid,  That  tbe  thanks  of  thi*  Hooas  be  pre- 
HDted  to  JoBATHAD  Dattoh,  ID  tsitimoD;  of  didr 
■pprobadra  <^  bis  eondnct  in  diaoharging  the  aidu- 
ous  and  ioportaot  daUea  asdgned  lum  wliile  In  the 

The  Olerh  acoor^ngtr  pat  the  reeolatton, 
and  it  was  ananimoasly  earned;  when — 
Tbe  Spoakeb  thns  addressed  the  Hoase : 

"  QKimxKm  •  I  feel  myielf  deeply  mipreiKd  with 
this  fresh  proof  irf  your  npprobation  of  my  conduct 
in  tbe  chair.  The  confidence  and  snppoit  which 
yon  have  in  every  inetance  afforded  me,  io  the  sta- 
tion aaauped  to  me,  have  alone  eoabled  me  to  dis- 
charge we  iroportant  dnty  with  eatiaTactian  to  my- 
self and  wit^  adTsntage  to  the  pnblic." 

Adjoummmi  of  the  Seuion. 

A  message  was  reodved  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  Hoase  that  the;  had  appointed  a 
committee  to  Join  a  conunittee  of  that  Hoos^ 
to  wait  upon  tbe  Pbksidbiit  to  inform  faim 
tbey  had  fiiiished  their  bnsinees,  and,  except  h« 
had  any  farther  oommanicatioDs  to  make,  thef 
were  ready  to  tt4Jonrn,  without  day. 

The  Hoase  then  agreed  t«  qtpoint  a  commit- 
tee to  join  that  of  the  Senate  to  wait  npon  tha 
Pbbbidkst,  and  Meesrs.  Shobiatxb,  Fabxbb, 
andSBSKBVKNK  being  named,  they  aooordlngly 
waited  npon  the  Pbbscdest;  and — 

Mr.  Sttorbatis  reported  that  the  PHmDraiT 
had  no  fnrther  commanication  to  make,  except 
"  that  he  wished  them  a  happy  retnm  to  their 
&milies  aad  friends." 

The  Sfsakkb  then  a4j*>*irn^  the  Hotise  tfntf 
die,  at  aboat  eleven  o'clock.* 


*  Tha  cloae  of  tbe  Fonrth  Congraaa  tarmlaatet  the  ^«l- 
daac^  of  Genanl  Waablagton,  and  preaanta  a  proper  polDt 
for  a  raCnapeotlTe  Tlew  of  the  workleg  of  the  Oofenuneiit 
&irtheflntalcbtr«raof  Itaailatoaca.  Boeh  a  Tiaw  la  ftitl 
of  iutntctlan,  and  deanrM  to  bo  taken ;  and  lint  of  the 
flnaneea;,  Hodente  eiQMDaai,  and  moderate  taiea  were  the 
cbaraetoriatka  of  thta  branob  of  tba  aerrloa.  The  aapport 
of  tbe  ODTenunebt,  called  the  CiTll  Llit,  and  oomprebendliig 
enrj  oyoot  of  dill  aipendllnre,  wa^  tat  tha  year  17H 
(tba  laat  of  WuUngtwi'i  admlnlstiiitlDii,)  U80.SM,  and  the 
dutlea  on  [laporta  about  five  mllllona  of  dolbifa — or  uaaiijp 
tan  tims  aa  mncb  aa  tbe  sopport  of  the  GoTemmtnt  re- 
qnl/ed— learlnc  naarlj'  nine-tentht  to  go  to  tbo  pnbtlo  debt, 
the  preaerratlon  of  peaee  with  the  Indian  trlboe,  defteiee  of 
the  ttontlen,  proleetlan  of  oommerce  In  tbe  MedltoRaneen ; 
and  other  utmordlnarr  oljaeti.  ThUemonntwaBprodnaed 
bj  Doderato  dntiea— tba  ad  voJonma,  IQ,  Itf,  IS  ud  SO  per 
eentom — aDdmainlyprodooadbjthe  twoflrttratee,  the  two 
latter  eblefiy  appljlns  to  obtecta  of  komry  Dot  naed  bj  the 
geneiel  maaa.  Thoa :  The  amonnt  of  ImpotU  aobjoot  to  the 
10  and  tbe  ISf  rataa  na  t^3ei,«ia,  while  tboaa  anljeot  to 
IS  wen  17.800.000 ;  and  Itaoee  nbleet  to  M  per  eentom  onlj 
tbe  third  of  one  mtUlon.  The  anrafa  of  tha  whole  wm 
abont  IS  par  centnm.  Tbe  ^eeUle  datlea  vere  on  tbe  eeme 
modente  aeale;  and  the  eoet  of  eoUeaUBg  tho  whole  waa  aiS 
par  eant.  Tba  Intaraat  on  the  pnbUe  debt  wai  three  mil- 
Uootand  a  quarter;  the  lUUtaO'  DrpartmeDt,  |l,SOt)^; 
Kanl  Dep•ItDleD^  tUOiOOO;  trlbnte  to  the  Barber;  powen^ 
yelled  under  tba  qama  of  JbralfD  Intareonna  expenea^  WM 
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■bout  140.000.    Tba  wboU  upendlliin  of  Uie  OaTinment 

«M>b<iiitH>>iUll«»:  lUirhoUT.™n<i»m«lhlngnior»- 

li>d  b»n  obUlu^  UHudlic  to  tb*  Iil«ui*  luiul  at  thU 

tba  welM    on  dWUled  i^Lrlt.  pTodneliig  ioid*  MOO,000. 

ttme,  ind  apon  tamu  to  !»  endnred  until  atrong  mcnigh  ta 

Thni,  ort«  uid  woncMny  were  aUbll>b*d  la  tin  tbuncM. 

do  better.    Tba  n>naldiil>l<  Indlui  vii  In  Uie  North-wot, 

tli<  United  Btatu  from  tho  aUnUtj  otbeitg  iBiolved  In  tlia 

goM  BtiUL     A  domeitio  Inmmctloa  (that  of  Vestani 

PTDtWoiu  to  Fnoea,  ud  (ibtilDtd  iDdimiill;  tm  depradi- 

■had— tba  aihlDlUon  ofa  lirga  fOna.  with  Va>hlii«ton  kt  IK 

tu»d.  balnc  RilBdant  to  ftvbld  raalrtaliea,  ud  *  wlaa  ho- 

gf  tlu  Cno  niTlcUloIi  or  till  UiMlMlpi4  wu  Httltd :  ud.  in 

0rl«ii^-Ui8  rigM  to  be  IbMlnM  B»  thiM  JtWJ,  ud  »««- 
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FIFTH  COHGRESS.-FIEST  SESSION. 

BEGUN    AT   THE  CITT  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  HAT  IS,  179T.' 


PBESIDEIfT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,— JOHN  ADAMS. 


LIST  OF  UEMBEBS. 


— BraJ.  9«odliiM,  TtaMdon  fiadgvlak. 
M«  Aload.— TkBdon  TiUa,  Bar  firxne. 
WHcHcHt— JwiM  HinhOBM,  Uitih  Tm^. 
■•  r«nt— JObB  B.  HoliHt,  John  Lunnos. 
IB  Amy.— John  BntlxifiiTd,  B.  Btoekun. 


Ml  W.  Duik,  Junn  Dntnpot  0.  Goodrich,  Boctr  Gili- 
woia,  Nithulel  Smith. 

Tort.-^JH.fiA  Broohi,  John  Goflhnn,  Lnoi  Blmo^ 
doiph,  Heni7  Qlsnn,  J.  K.  HiTinu.  BsuUih  L.  Honoel,  B. 
liTtipton,  John  X.  Tu  ABtn,  PUl^  Tu  Cortbndt,  Jdui 

Jona.   I>i7taii,   June*  H.  Imlif,  JiIDM 


i.  Bowvd,  Juui  Llofd, 

T.  Uuon,  n«ni7  Tu«*«lL 

QimWiia.— TTmothy  Bload«oitb,  Alaxindar  Mu- 


.— Jawph  Andoraoa,  Andrew  JioktOD. 
.—John  Brown,  Hnraphnr  Mmhall. 


JPmntivaitla.—TI»iii  Bud,  Bobort  Bnwi,  John  <3tap- 
mm,  WUUvs  FlndluT,  AJbsrt  eallatU,  Andmr  Gran, 
John  A.  Htnni,  ThomM  Butlar,  Joaeph  Hafatar,  jBhD 
W,  Klttan,  Bill!  Medanaohan,  Bamaal  Bitfrant*,  Mm 
Swanwlck.  Blohard  Thomaa. 

iWawara.— Janiat  A.  Barard. 

irorylawl.— Oaorge  Baer,  'WllUain  Cnlk,  John  Dnut^ 
wrga  Dent,  WlUlam  "' -■••■•".  VUUam  Hatthawa,  Bammd 
Bmith,  Blcbtrd  Spri«(. 

PIr^<(i.— BIchard  Breat,  Samnel  J.  CatwU,  ThaniM 

ClalboRw,  Uatthew  Claf,  John  Clapton,  lauo  Colta,  John 

Dawaon,  Thomai  Eraoa,  Carter  R  Barrlaon,  Darld  Halme^ 

tar  Jonea,  Jamea   Hachlr,  Daniel   Uorgu,  Anthonj 

r,  John  Kloholai,  Joabh  Pukai,  Abrwn  Ttifs,  John 

Tilgg,  A.  B.  Tenable. 

XcrA  CtimHfui.'—ThoinBa  Blount,  Hathan  BiTUk,  Demp- 
Kj  Bnrsea,  Jamee  auieapla,  Vmiani  &  Orore,  Uatthaw 
Looke,  Sathanlel  Macon,  JoH^  VoDowell,  Blehard  Stan- 
Ibrd,  Bobart  Wmiama. 

aoaa  OlraNiM.— LalDoal  Banton,  B.  G.  Harper,  ThomM 
Flndner,  John  Bnl]ede^  TllUam  Bmlth,  Thomaa  BomlM; 

GtiMVia^—A.  Baldwin,  John  >I1IM««. 

Jlwinnea— •yilllan  O.  O.  CMbama. 

MtMietf.—'atatt  T.  D*Tli,  John  Fovbr, 


PROCEEDINGS   IN   THE    SENATE. 


Am  OcMutitntaon  of  Oovernment  .     .   .    

States  oORimenoed  &t  the  dtj  of  Fbikdelphia, 
ifneMj  to  tho  Proolamation  of  thePsniDKNT 
«r  TH>  UBmi)  Statu,  of  the  twenty-fifth  day 
at  March  last  and  the  Senate  aooordin^y  aa- 
MBkbled  on  thia  da;,  being 

UoHPAT,  Hay  15, 1797. 


Tmwu  JnRSfloir,  Vice  Preaident  of  tba  ]f,.  Adama'  a> 
Taita]  SUta^  Kid  Freddent  of  tha  Senate. 
VeuUS 


JoEN  LuroDOB  and  Saxuxl  Lttzbuobb,  from 
New  Hanpehire. 

Bbbjahut  Ooodbtb,  from  ManachoBetta. 

Thiodobb  Pobtu  and  Willum  Bbasfobd, 
ttom  Bhode  Island. 

Jajcbs  HiLLHorsa  and  TIbiah  Tbaot,  from 
OonnecdoDt. 

Isaac  Tiohxbob,  from  Tmnoab 
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Jobs  Laiibahoe,  from  New  York. 

'William  Bihsbam,  from  PennBylTania. 

Ebhbt  Latimbr,  from  Delaware. 

JoHH  E.  EowABS,  from  Marjknd. 

Stevksb  T.  Mabos,  from  Yirginia, 

AlexandCb  Martis  and  Tdioxht  Blooiv- 
TOBTH,  from  North  Oarolica. 

JoHM  HnsTBB,  from  South  Carolina. 

JoaiAH  Tattsall,  from  Georgia. 

The  Senators  whose  names  are  subjoined  pro- 
daced  their  credentials  on  the  4th  daj  of  March 
last,  and  took  their  Beats  in  the  Senate,  viz : 
Mr.  FoBTBR,  Mr.  Goohbtb,  Mr.  Hillboube,  Mr. 
Howard,  Mr.  Latubb,  Mr.  Maboh,  Mr.  Boaa, 
and  Mr.  Tichknob. 

William  Cooxe,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
State  of  Tcnnesaee,  produced  bia  credentials, 
and  the  oath  required  by  law  being  adminiater- 
ed,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretarj  wait  on  the  Pes- 
aiDEin  or  tee  Ukited  States,  and  acquaint 
him  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
Hotue  of  RepreaentaUves  that  a  qnonun  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  prooeed  to 
bnuness. 

A  message  from  the  Eonse  of  BaprMentatives 
informed  tiie  Senate,  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  is  assembled,  and  have  elected  Josathak 
Daytos  their  Speaker. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  Uie  Senate  that  the  Honae  have  ap- 
pointed a  joint  committee  on  their  part,  to- 
gether with  snch  committee  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  to  wait  on  the  Pbesident  of  thk 
UirrrBD  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Solved,  That  the  Senate  do  concur  in  the 
appointment  of  a  Joint  committee,  and  tLat 
Messrs.  Livekiiobb  and  Lamodon  be  the  joint 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senat«. 

Mr.  LrvEBVOBB  reported,  from  the  Joint  oom- 
mittee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Pbesisent 
or  THE  UinTED  States,  and  had  notified  him 
that  a  quorum  of  ihe  two  Honsea  ia  assembled ; 
and  that  the  FnaiDniT  or  the  nNirED  States 
aoqn^ted  the  committee  that  he  would  meet  the 
two  Houses  in  the  Repreeentatives'  Ohamber,  at 
18  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tdbbdat,  Uay  10. 
Wnxuv  BLOutrr.  frinn  the  State  of  Tennee- 


crf  Delaware,  severally  attended. 

A  meeswe  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatii 
Informed  tke  8enBt«  that  the  House  are  si 
ready  to  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Chamber  of  that 
House,  to  receive  anch  communications  as  the 
Fbbsidebt  ov  THE  United  States    shall  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them.    Whereupon, 

The  Senat«  reptured  to  the  Ohamber  of  the 
Home  of  Repre«entati7ea,  for  the  purpose  above 
expressed. 


>wt.  [Mat,  irar. 

The  Senate  returned  to  their  own  Chamber, 
id  a  copy  of  tbt  Speech  of  the  PaE^mENr  or 
a  EmTBD  States,  this  dayaddreaaedto  buth 
Eonsee  of  Congress,  was  read, 

Oemllemmo/  Ue  Smalt,  and 

Genikmea  of  Hit  Boat  of  BeprtKMitiza . 

Th^peraonal  inconvemenceito  the  memben  of  tha 
Sanate,  and  (^  the  House  of  RcpnteatiitiTM,  in  lov- 
ing their  hmiiiM  and  private  affiiin,  iit  thii  hihd 
of  the  year,  m  u  obrioiu,  that  I  die  nine  regnl 
the  eitraordimuy  occwion  whicb  bu  rendered  tU 

iLvaution  of  CongTeu  indi^ieiKable. 

It  would  have  afibided  me  the  bi^sM  latisrutiixi 
to  have  been  able  to  congTUttilatii  yon  ao  b  reslontion 
irf  peace  to  the  □adoai  of  Ennqw,  whow  animoBtiM 
have  eodangcrad  our  tranqniUi^ ;  but  ire  htve  idU 
■bnndaDt  cniue  of  gratitade  to  me  Sapnme  Di^ien- 
aer  of  natjonal  bleinnge,  for  general  beelth  and  pni- 
miilag  leatoiu ;  for  demeitio  and  social  hiq)piDe>a ; 
fbr  the  nfiA  progrew  and  ample  Boqtuntioiu  of  ia- 
doBtiy,  thnnigh  eitennve  tenitoriee  \  for  civil,  pnlid- 
cal,  and  religicnu  liberty.  Wliile  other  Sutea  u* 
deeolited  with  foreign  wer,  or  convuleed  with  lutes- 
tine  diviiuone,  the  United  Statu 
prospect  of  a  naiion  govemed  h 
generally  satined  with  the  poeieniou  rftheii  rigbti; 
neither  envying  tbe  advantages  nor  fearing  the  poser 
of  other  nations ;  solidtoo*  only  for  the  muntenuia 
rf  Older  and  justice,  and  the  preserration  of  liberty; 
lacreasing  duly  in  their  attachment  to  a  ijrMem  d 
gOTemmeDt  in  praportioQ  to  thrai  enierience  of  ill 
udlity ;  yielding  a  ready  and  general  obedience  te 
laws  flowing  &am  tlw  reairai,  a^  reidi^  on  the  only 
Bolid  foimdalioii — the  aSbctaons  of  the  people. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  shall  be  obligej 
to  tnra  yvDT  thoughts  to  other  cirennutanceii  vhich 
admoDiih  us  that  some  of  these  felicities  may  not  bt 
lasting;  but,  if  the  tide  of  our  pro^eri^  is  CbD, 
ai^  a  reflux  ooimnen<^iig,  a  viplant  oircomwKtMO 
beoomes  na,  that  we  may  meet  our  lovenee  with  fi»- 
tltvds,  and  eztrioate  oamlvet  from  their  oooMquA- 
oea  with  all  the  skill  wa  pmiew,  and  all  tha  effiirtiig 

In  grring  to  Congii—  isAnmation  of  &e  stale  of 
the  Union,  and  rwommandlng  to  Ihelr  oonudentka 
Booh  meaanna  as  q^eaitoma  tobanaoessuyvB^ 
pedient,  aoooidiDg  to  my  conititiitioaal  duty,  th* 
causes  and  Ae  oUeots  of  the  pi«aent  estnonliiMiy 
tesnon  will  be  eiplalMd. 

After  the  Piendent  of  the  Unitad  States  leceiisd 
informatien  thnt  tbe  French  Government  hiJ  ei- 
pnaed  seriens  discontents  at  some  pn>oee^ngi(/tl>s 
OVTcmmmt  of  these  States,  said  to  aAct  the  inter- 
ests of  Fnnce,  fae  thooght  it  expedient  to  send  M 
fKat.  ooimtiy  a  new  Hiiwer,  fbLy  inMmeted  to  entv 
on  sooh  amioahle  jti-n—innt  and  to  give  such  eaafia 
ezpUtia&ins  as  ml^  bapn|y  mnave  the  diwiM* 
tents  and  iii^eions  of  the  Cno^  GovemmeDt  *i» 
vindicate  the  oondnct  of  the  United  States.  For  diil 
purpose  he  selected  ftom  among  bis  iMlow-citJiau  s 
charwrter  whose  mtegrity,  talents,  emrience,  ni 
services,  had  placed  bun  in  the  rank  of  the  mott  «- 
teemedandivipealedin  the  nation.  The  dinot  objed 
oT  this  misskm  was  expiesnd  m  hia  letter  (^  eredeno 
to  Oe  Frent^  RepobliCL  being  "  to  naintain  lh*t 
good  undertfuidlng  whl^  from  the  commencemsot 
of  the  alUaDce,  ba^  subdiled  between  tha  ^^"^^ 
tims,  and  to  sdCsce  un&torable  impreesinni;  baidtt 
suqiioioni,  and  restcott  that  oordialitv  which  wis  iX 
oue  the  eridenoe  and  pledge  of  n  friendly  unioo; 
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■d  lii>  instTiictioDa  w«ra  to  tha  juuc  <Stot,  "  faith- 
fbllj  to  repreaent  tfae  diqxwtioa  of  the  GoTernment 
wd  people  ot  th«  United  StalH  (ihair  dJapoaidoD 
hag  one)  to  renrava  jealooau  und  obvuite  oom- 
fliioB,  by  abowing  that  they  ware  groDndlew ;  to  re- 
mn  that  mutual  confidence  which  had  been  n  im- 
[drtguitelj  and  hynrioiulj  impaired,  and  to  aiploin 
iIh  ida^Te  intaoata  of  both  coonbriea  and  the  raal 

A  Hisister  thna  apeciallj  oommiimaned,  it  wai  ax- 
ptctsd,  would  have  proved  the  ioatroment  at  reitoring 
DEtnil  confidence  betweeo  the  two  Eepablica;  the 
tut  itep  of  tbe  French  CoTernmeuC  corropooded 
*iih  that  expectatioii.  A  few  diji  befDie  hii  ani- 
Til  it  Paris,  the  P'rench  Minbler  of  Foieiga  Rela- 
tioDi  infonaed  the  AmeriesD  Uiniiler,  then  reudeb! 
•1  Puis,  of  the  formalitiei  to  be  obterved  by  himself 
in  laUng  leave,  and  ij  hii  ■occeuor  preparatory  to 
tils  nceptioQ.  Theae  farTnalidea  they  observed ;  and 
-n  the  ninth  of  December  presented  oiEoiall;  to  t^ 
IGuglei  of  Forelfn  Relatiooi,  the  one  ■  copy  of  hia 
kttn*  vf  recall,  £e  other  a  copy  of  his  letten  of  cre- 
deoCT.  These  were  lud  before  the  Eieondve  Di- 
neton' :  two  days  afterwards,  tlie  KCuister  <^  For- 
eign Kelaliotii  infonned  the  recalled  American  Min- 
uter fltat  the  Eiecative  Directory  had  determined 
not  to  remve  another  Miniiter  PknipoteDtiaiy  fonn 
tte  United  States  mitil  sj\ar  the  lednui  of  grievances 
demanded  of  the  American  Goreniment,  and  which 
the  FVeneh  Repablic  had  a  right  to  expect  from  it, 
The  American  HintsljTr  immedialelj  endeavored  to 
ascertaia  whether,  by  refusing  to  receive  him,  it  was 
icteoded  that  be  shotild  retire  from  the  tenitoriei  of 
the  Fieach  Bepnhlic,  and  vettial  answers  were  given 
that  inch  wai  the  inteotioa  of  the  Directory.  For 
Us  own  jnstificatioD  he  desired  a  written  answer  i  bnt 
obtained  ninie  ontil  towards  the  last  of  Jannai; ;  when 
leceiiiog  notica  in  writing  to  quit  tbe  teiritoiiei  of  the 
Bepulitic,  he  proceeded  to  Amsterdam,  where  he  pro- 
poabd  to  wait  for  instruction  &om  this  Qoremment. 
Dnrii^  his  i«iidflnce  at  Paris,  cards  of  hospitality 
were  lefnsed  him,  and  he  was  threatened  with  tieii^; 
iabjecled  to  the  jarisdiction  of  the  Uiuister  of  Police, 
but  with  beconung  finnnesa  he  inAsted  on  tbe  pro- 
tcctim  of  the  law  of  nations,  dno  to  him  aa  the 
kunm  KniitBT  of  a  forei^  power.  Ton  will  derive 
farther  infonnation  from  his  deapatohes,  which  will 
be  laid  before  yon. 

Aa  it  i<  often  naeesaaiy  that  nations  ihonld  treat, 
Icr  tha  lontn^  advantage  of  their  affaiia,  and  espe- 
eially  tc  accommodate  and  terminate  difference^  and 
as  tbey  can  treat  only  by  Ministers,  the  right  of  em- 
basaj  is  well  known,  and  established  iy  the  law  and 
sage  ef  nations;  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  France 
tDiwareonr  Minister  is  then  the  denial  of  a  right ; 
bat  da  tefiual  to  bear  him,  until  we  bare  acceded 
to  ttsb  4imif~t'j  without  discnision,  and  without 
iiixi^alim.  ia  to  treat  m  h^Smt  at  allui^  nin  aa 
fricndi,  tmt  aa  a  aoreraign  State. 

With  thii  eeuluct  Oi  tlu  French  OoTenmient,  it 
viD  be  proper  to  take  into  view  the  public  aodienoe 
^nn  to  the  late  Hiniater  of  the  United  States,  on  his 
tak^leave  t/the  EzecntiTeDirectoiy.  Tha  speech 
c' the  ftesideiit'  discloses  sentiments  more  alarming 
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than  the  reliual  of  a  Minister ,-  beoanae  more  danger- 
ona  to  oar  iudepeodenoa  and  union ;  and  at  the  tame 
time  studiously  marked  with  indignities  tonrards  the 
Government  ij'  the  United  States.  It  evinces  a  dis- 
position to  Hparate  the  people  of  the  United  SlatM 
fhun  the  Government;  to  persuade  them  that  tbey 
have  3iffereut  affections,  principles,  and  interesti, 
from  those  of  their  fellow-intizens,  whom  tbey  them- 
selves have  chosen  t9  manage  their  common  COD- 
cenu ;  and  thus  to  produce  divisions  fatal  to  our 
peace.  Such  attempts  ought  to  be  repelled  with  a 
*«ciuoa  which  shall  convinoe  France,  and  tha  world, 
hat  we  are  not  a  degraded  pernio,  bnmiliat«d  under 
.  colonial  spin  t  of  fear  and  sense  of  inferiority,  fitted  to 
be  the  miserable  initmaients  of  foreign  infinenee  j  and 
•egaidlasB  of  national  honor,  character,  and  interest. 

I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  thrown  a  veil 
fJti  these  transactions,  if  it  had  been  possible  ^}  con- 
ceal them ;  but  they  have  passed  on  the  great  theatr; 
of  the  world,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe  and  Ameriea, 
'  ''  mch  cii«nmstaDces  of  pnbhcity  and  Solent 
they  cannot  be  disguised,  and  will  not  soon 
be  forgotten  i  they  have  inflioted  a  wound  in  tha 
American  breast }  it  is  my  nnceie  desire,  however, 
(hat  it  may  be  healed.  It  ia  my  desire,  and  in  thi) 
ie  I  concur  with  yon,  and  with  our  constitit- 
praserve  peace  uid  friendship  with  all  na- 
tions ;  and  Ijeiieving  that  neither  tbe  honor  nor  the 
iziteiait  of  the  United  States  absolutely  forbid  tha  re- 
petition of  advaaces  for  securing  these  derirable  ob- 
jects with  France,  I  shall  institute  a  fresh  attempt  at 
negotiation,  and  shall  not  fail  to  promote  and  ac- 
celerate an  accommodataon,  on  terms  ct^npatibla 
with  the  rights,  duties,  interests,  and  honor  of  tbe 
nation.  If  we  have  committed  errors,  and  these  can 
be  demonstrated,  we  shall  be  willing  to  correct  them. 
If  we  have  done  ii^nnDS,  we  shall  be  willing,  on  con- 
viction, to  redress  them ;  and  equal  measures  of  jus- 
tice we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  Ftauoa  and  every 
other  nation. 

The  diplomatic  interoouTM  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  Franoe  being  at  preaeat  sn^anded,  th« 
Qovemnumt  has  no  means  of  obtaining  official  in- 
formation fkim  that  001U1I17 ;  narerthtdeai^.  there  i« 
reason  to  believe  that  tha  Exeoatira  Direototy  paaad 
a  decrae,  on  the  sacond  of  Mai^  last,  oontraveoing^  In 
part,  the  Trea^  at  Ami^  and  Commerce,  of  ooft 
thousand  Hven  btrndied  and  seventy-ai^t,  injorion* 
lawfiil  oommeroe,  and  endangeimg  the  Uvea 


•T^MirwiaglMthBtpaaeh  re<arr^  to,  Bsms  bslng  the 
Mifau  at  cka  Direelory  who  aiWnwid  tt  to  Mr.  lloaroa : 


befrneyoo. 


A  copy  of  this  decree  will  be  laid 
sfrneyoo. 
While  we  are  endeavoring  to  a4just  all  our  ^ffer- 
I  with  France  by  amicable  negotiation,  the  pro- 
I  of  the  war  in  Enrope,  the  depradations  on 
personal  iqjoriea  to  our  citis«ii^ 


a,  strona  la  the  estw 


ot  her  sUlsa.  will  nf 


tvrsnts :  moreover,  the  Freoeh  BennSSo  hopes  thst  the  in* 
(HManoICDlnmbas,llamUpli,siia  pean,  slwus  prapd  ot 
their  libsrtt.wlU  never  foMst  that  tlwjr  owe  It  teFrsnee. 
Thev  wlU  wdih.  In  thab  wfilom,  the  magnsnlnMUB  beaevo- 
leneo  of  the  Jtenoh  people  with  tbe  oifltj  earesses  of  cer- 
tain perfldkins  penoas  who  owiUtBle  brliulna  them  U«k 
to  UuS  Armer  sUverr.  Assoie  tha  good  AsuiIdu  pe^ 
sir,  that.  Uke  tham.  wi  adore  Ubertv :  that  they  will  ^wsjs 
SVe^r  sSemTsBd  that  they  wffi  tUjd  In  the  TnaApeo- 
plB  repnhlliian  generosilj,  which  knows  bow  to  frmt  pH«, 
von,  Ht.  Uinlster  Plenlpotenttm,  you  have  oomW^Br 
JrfielplBs;  jou  have  known  the  Ems  lnteresls^jo^oo«- 

a:dipartilthoorr««rrt  Inr»«l"Jt^Wtt»"F^ 
« toAmart™,  and  retain  tbe  moembnum  el  the  «ltaa» 
whose  peraaid^nalLtles  did  hooor  ts  thattltla, 
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Knd  gnnnl  complexioo  of  lAir*,  nndor  it  mj  in- 
dlipsTuable  datj  to  nmuamsiid  to  70117  oonridoMion 
•ffectuil  musons  of  defeoae. 

The  eommctce  of  the  United  Stktei  hM  baoom«  m 
intenBting  ottjoct  of  attantioTi,  wbetber  ws  oonrider  It 
in  relation  to  the  wealth  mod  fiuanoe*,  or  the  Hrength 
and  reMKitees  of  the  utioo.  With  a  lea-cout  of 
near  two  thoniaad  mile*  in  extent,  opening  a  wide 
fleld  itv  MMiie*,  natigatlaii,  and  eammeroe,  a  gnat 
portion  of  onr  citinna  nntnratlj  mpplj  ttieir  indnitry 
•nil  tmlerprlw  to  theie  oltieota.  An;  aerioni  and 
p«nn«Dent  byary  t»  oonunene,  vonld  not  fall  to 
prodnoe  the  miMt  eBbalraiilnn  diicvden  ;  to  prerent 
It  tma  beiog  andenniaed  nod  destrojad,  it  ii  esaen- 
tial  that  it  i««ei*e  an  adequate  piDteotion. 

The  NaTal  Eatabliihment  mnit  ooodi  (0  vnvf  man 
who  connden  the  Iqjnriei  oommitted  on  oor  commerce, 
the  insnlts  oSini  to  onr  eitlana,  and  the  deuription 
of  veiseli  by  which  then  abnaes  ham  bean  prmctiwid. 
As  the  lofferingf  of  onr  menantOBUid  Nafaring  citi- 
nni  oonnot  be  ascribed  to  the  omiuion  of  dotie*  de- 
maod&ble,  coniideriog  the  oentnl  linialion  of  our 
oonntiy,  tbej  are  to  be  attribnted  to  the  hope  of  Im- 
pnni^,  tiriring  fVom  a  mppoeed  inability  on  oar  part 
to  a^rd  prot«ction.  To  ndit  die  eonaeqaencea  of 
■ooh  impretdont  on  the  ndndaoTfbreign  natioiu,  and 
to  guard  agsinat  the  degradatian  and  KTrilitf  which 
the;  mnat  Snallj  itamp  on  the  Amerioao  ebai«cMr, 
ii  an  important  dnt;  of  Goremment 

A  Narol  power,  next  to  the  MiUb'a,  Ii  the  natnral 
dtfenoe  of  the  United  Statea.  The  axperienoe  of  the 
lut  war  wonld  be  Mifflcieat  to  ihaw,  that  a  modeiUe 
Ifaral  fine,  mdi  ai  would  be  eatllf  within  &a  nra- 
Mnt  aiUltliei  ef  the  Union,  innild  hare  been  n 


pniTtiied.  Onr  na'Coaata,  fVom  their  great  extent, 
are  more  mMj  annoyed  and  more  eaaily  defended  by 
■  Naral  foTOe  than  any  other.  With  all  the  matariali 
oor  coonBy  abonnda ;  in  BldH,  onr  naval  architeeti 
and  oavlgatMt  are  eqnal  to  any ;  and  oommandea 
and  Haraen  wiU  not  be  wanting, 

Bnt  ahfaooah  the  estnhliahmentof  a  permanent  «y»- 
tem  of  Nard  daftnce  appean  to  be  reqni  jte,  I  am 
■aniible  it  MOtiot  be  IbrtDed  ■>  apeedily  and  exten- 
rinly ai the piMent orida demands  HitbeitoIhaTe 
Aooght  prewar  to  preraot  the  aailinR  of  armed  TBaaeli, 
except  on  *^*gei  to  the  E«<t  In&i,  where  general 
wage,  and  the  danger  ftom  [nratei,  qipeared  ba  render 
perniiMton  proper;  yet  the  rettrictian  ha«  ori^ated 
■olely  from  a  widi  to  prereot  oollo^tHU  with  the 

Kwen  at  war,  contnrening  the  act  of  Coogreu  of 
ne,  one  tboniand  aenm  bondred  and  nlnetf-fonr, 
and  not  ftom  any  donbt  entertained  by  me  of  tiie  po- 
ll^ and  propriety  of  pamittlng  onr  TemU  to  employ 
meanaMdefenoe,  while  eanged  in  a  lawftilbi^gn 
•MnmarM.  Itmmaio*  bi'CcmgTM*  topnaeribe  anoh 
rtKnlatlone  aa  will  loable  onr  leafaring  oidnni  to 
defend  tlienwelTea  againit  riolatlaniof  thelawof  na- 
tioiu ;  and,  at  the  lame  time,  rettrain  them  fiom 
committing  acta  of  hoatility  againM  the  poweia  at 
war.  In  addititm  to  tfaia  voluntary  proriafoD  for  do- 
fimoe  bj  iDdividnal  oitiiena,  it  appeara  to  me  neoea- 
nry  toeqnip  the  frigatea,  and  prorlde  other  reeaeli  (^ 
inferior  force  to  take  nnder  convoy  inch  meniliant 


The  greater  part  of  the  omiMn  whoM 
hare  bmn  moit  Iqjnrioaa,  Have  been  bnllt, 
of  them  partially  equipped  in  the  United  Stale*.  Al- 
thODgb  an  aShctnal  remedy  may  be  attended  with 
diffionl^,  jet  I  ham  dmaipbt  it  my  dn^  to  pn- 


It  the 


0  tiie  meaoa  of  anooyiw  onr  trada,  a 
great  evil  irill  be  prevented.  With  the  ume  view  I 
think  it  proper  to  mention  that  aome  of  onr  dtinu 
reddent  abroad  have  fitted  ont  frivatenrt,  and  odien 
have  votonlarfly  taken  the  command,  or  entned  OB 
board  of  them,  and  oommltted  *pnliationa  on  tba 
commerce  of  the  United  State*.  Soch  nnnatnral  and 
iniqnltoiu  praotioe*  can  be  restrained  only  by  •ersie 
pnniahmenta, 

Bnt  bealdea  a  protection  of  commerce  on  Ae  aeat, 
I  think  it  highly  nectmary  to  proteot  it  at  home, 
where  It  Ii  collected  in  onr  moat  important  port*. 
The  dlitanoe  of  the  United  Statea  from  Enrape,  and 
tlie  well-known  piomptitnde,  ardor,  and  courage  of 
die  people,  in  defenoe  of  their  ooantiy,  happily  di- 
minish the  probability  of  inva^D :  nevertbeleca,  to 
gnard  agUut  mdden  and  predatory  inennlou,  Ae 
ntoatlon  of  aome  cS  onr  pnooipal  aeaporta  demandi 
yoor  conaideration ;  and  ai  onr  country  ii  vnlnetaUa 
in  other  ioteieati  beaide*  thoae  of  ita  eomnwroe,  yon 
will  Miionaly  deliberate  whether  the  mean*  of  goi*- 
n1  defence  ongfat  not  to  be  inereaaed  by  an  additioD 
to  the  legnlar  artillery  and  eanlry,  and  by  anange* 
ment*  for  fanning  a  proviiional  anny. 

With  the  same  view,  and  aa  a  meamra,  whidi  erea 
in  a  time  of  naiveraal  peace  ought  not  to  be  neglect- 
ed, I  reoommend  to  yonr  conuderation  a  reviaion  of 
die  law*  for  organtiing,  arming,  nod  diadpUning  tbe 
m'"'^*,  to  tender  that  natural  and  afe  deftnoa  of  the 
ooimliy  eSoacIoni.  Althongh  It  i*  very  ttne,  that' 
we  onsht  not  to  involve  onneive*  in  tbe  political  ly*- 
tem  (JEniopB,  bnt  to  keep  oanelvu  alwaya  diitinct 
and  aeparate  from  it  IF  we  oao,  yet  to  oAct  thia  aapa- 
ration,  early,  pnnctnal,  and  oontiimal  informatioa  of 
the  entrent  chain  of  event*,  and  of  the  political  pro- 
Jects  in  oontemplatian,  I*  no  Isi*  neoeaaaiy  than  if  v* 
were  directly  conoemed  in  them.  It  i*  neoeaaaiy  la 
Older  to  the  diacoveiy  of  the  effort*  made  to  draw  nt 
into  the  vortex.  In  eeaaon  to  nuke  preparation*  ngainat 
them.  However  we  may  eontider  onraalve^  the  ma- 
ritime and  oommerdal  power*  of  tha  world  will  oon- 
nder  the  United  State*  of  America  m  ferming  a  w^b^ 
in  that  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  which  oan  imtv 
be  Ibigotten  or  neglected.  It  wonld  not  only  be  againA 
onr  intereat,  bat  it  wonld  be  doing  wrong  to  one  half 
of  &mpa,  at  leatt,  if  we  ihonld  Tolnntarily  ^lov 
onnelvBi  into  either  aoale.  It  ii  a  n*tiir«l  poBey  for ' 
a  nation  that  ttudiei  to  be  neatr«I,  to  oonaolt  with 
other  natlona  engaged  in  the  lama  etodie*  and  pnr- 
*ait*.  At  the  aame  time  that  mnamne  ongbt  to  be 
punned  with  thi)  view,  onr  treatia*  widi  Praaaia  and 
Sweden,  one  of  which  ia  expired,  and  tiie  oAer  near 
expiring,  mi^t  be  renewed. 


It  ii  particolariy  yonr  pnvinoe  to  oonaider  die  *t*t« 
of  the  pabllc  flnaooe*;  and  to  adopt  (ooh  meamre* 
respecting  them  aaexigencie*  iltatl  be  fbtmd  to  raqnlrA 
The  pra*arvatioii  of  pnblie  otedi^  the  rt^nlar  extin- 
gnidimflnt  DrthepDhllcdebt,anda  provinonof  fond* 
to  defray  any  extraordinary  e^tenaeo,  wiU  of  ooar*a 
call  for  your  aerioaa  attentioii.  Althini^  tb  iinpo>> 
tion  of  new  bnrdena  cannot  be  In  itself  agreeable,  yet 
then  i*  no  gronnd  to  donbt  that  the  AmerJoiui  pm^lo 
will  expect  fi^im  yon  ntch  meatnrM  ••  their  Mtnal 
engasemont*,  thdr  preeant  iBonri^,  and  fUaie  inter- 
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Bit,  1797.] 


SadBMt  ^At  B*maU,  aad 

GoMtmat  iff  lit  Btmm  afSupntmlalitm. 
Tbapnamt  dtoation  of  our  eonnti^  ImpoM 
Igdlaa«D  ID  the  dsputmenu  of  OoTenunaDt  to  >d<9t 
IB  txflidt  ud  decided  ooi^iiot  Id  mj  atutiai,  an 
nfoulian  of  the  priaciplei  bj  irtiich  mj  adml:  ' 
tin  vin  be  gorenied  «D^t  not  to  be  omittad. 
It  b  in^ondble  to  oooceal  &nn  odimItm  ' 
vxU,  vtut  bM  been  bcfbn  obaerred,  th*t  eodeaTon 
ian  been  employed  to  fbeter  end  eatkbllih  a  diviiion 


■ged  thii  attempt  ii  not  neceisuy ;  but  to  rqwl  by 
iaaitd  ud  muted  oomiailt  iiuiaiiBtiiuu  •■>  derogstoij 
Id  the  boDor,  and  rnggmmem  •■>  duweroiu  to  tbe 
wrtituliiMi,  imlaa,  and  ev«o  indape^moe,  of  tlu 
■otjai,  li  an  indiqwiHeble  dnlj. 

Itnnut  not  be  pacmitted  to  be  donbtel,  l^Mdiertlie 
ptople  of  the  Dmied  State*  will  mppoi%  the  Qonra- 
Bcnt  Mtahlithri  bf  their  Tolnntaij  connnt,  aiid  ap- 
petBial  bj  thdr  free  choioe,  at  irtietherby  fDimidu>- 
ag  AetntelTei  to  the  diracticin  of  fbndgn  and  dome*- 
tie  &ctioD*,  In  oppeaitiMi  to  tbdr  own  OoTermneii^ 
dwyeHlfoefUtUiehooiirable  itatioa  th«jb«*e  hith- 


For  BTMiIC  hani^  never  been  indifiient  to  tAtt 
eenonad  the  intereits  of  mj  oomitiy,  devoted  the 
beM  port  «f  B>r  lift  to  obtain  and  nipport  its  inde- 
pHtdcoM,  and  ooDstandj  witaeeied  Ue  pntriotCnn, 
Hdi^,  and  petasraranee  of  m;  fellow-^iliieni,  on  tbe 
■0*1  tfjiiig  oecwlons.  It  ii  not  n>r  me  to  bedtate  or 
■bandan  ft  cann  ia  which  my  lieait  baa  been  eo  Itmg 

Cooriooed  that  the  eondnctof  thaGoTeininaitfaas 
bMa^and  impaitiBl  to  Cra'wgn natlou ;  thattho*B 
Eatenil  tegolalMu^  which  have  been  ettablidied  by 
lav  far  Oe  pmaerratioa  of  peace,  an  in  tbeir  Datore 
pnpar,  aid  that  thay  have  bean  fUjlyezeooted;  no- 
lUng  wiU  enr  be  done  by  ^o*  to  impair  the  national 
«ngag«i»«it*,  to  inluTrate  npco  prinoiplei,  lAich  bBT( 
bacaioddiberatalyand  nprfaftly  aWabliibed,  or  to 
ratrander  in  any  manner  the  I'^iti  of  the  GoTanmient. 
To  eaaU*  DM  to  maintain  thia  declaration,  I  rety  moD 
God  with  anlira  eonfidtnce,  on  llie  firm  and  enli^t- 
•a*d  iqipcrt  of  tbe  Naiumal  Leriilatnie,  and  ^>on 
A*  Tiitaa  and  patriotltm  of  Off  fUlow^tliena. 

JOHN  ADAUS. 

Ordtrtd,  That  Uesara.  Tuor,  Lausuiob, 
ud  I^TKBKOBE  be  a  otMumittee  to  report  the 
draft  of  an  Address  to  the  Pbuident  of  the 
Cmo&TATEa,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  this  day 
(o  both  Hooses  of  Ooogress. 

yfmDsnDA.j,  May  IT. 
BicKUD  BvooKTos,  from  the  State  (^  ITew 

Jnty,  attended.       

Thcbsdat,  Uaj  18. 
Rdkt  Tazbwkll,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 


FemAT,  Uay  19, 
Jobs  Hivbt,  from  tbe  State  of  Ibiyland, 


UoiTDAT,  May  83. 

JoHT  BaowK,  fivm  the  State  of  KentDoky, 
ad  Jaook  Kkad^  fh>m  tbe  State  of  Sonth  (tero- 
Gna,  tererall  J  attended. 

JoBx  BfrmmnBD,  appointed  a  Senator  from 


tbe  State  of  New  Jersey,  prodaoed  his  creden- 


TirasDAT,  May  28. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  conuderadon  of  the 
report  of  tbe  committee  of  the  draft  of  an 
Address,  in  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  Pbk- 
BiDKHT  or  Tax  VsiTBD  Btatib  to  both  HoDsee  of 
Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

On  tbe  motion  to  ezpnnge  the  following  para- 
graph, to  wit: 

"  Ws  are  luqjpy,  dnce  onr  antimeiit*  on  the  «nl>- 
jeot  are  in  perfect  nniaon  with  jonns  in  tbit  poUie 
manner  to  declare,  that  tiie  condiict  of  tbe  OOTsm- 
mant  hat  beta  jiut  and  impartial  to  foreicn  natiooi, 
and  tbat  Ihoee  Intemal  ngnlatlon*,  which  nave  b«en 
established  fbr  dw  pnaerratkn  </  p«a«ay  are,  In  tiirir 
natnn^  ^op«T,  and  bar*  been  birlyezecnted." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  11, 
naye  IS,  as  follows: 

Tai»— Usam.  Bloodwerlb,  Bkmnt,  Rtiwn,  Ctukt, 
Henry,  Hnntar,  Langdoo,  Bfartin,  Mason,  Taiawell, 
and  TattnalL 

Nats — MeMn.  lUi^bam,  Bradfoid,  Fetter,  Good- 
hue, HiUhmH,  Howaid,  Laoranoe,  Latinier,  Uver- 
moia,  Read,  Rothgifad,  Sedgwick,  Stoaktoo,  Ticbe- 
aor,  and  Timcy. 

And  the  report  being  i^irther  amended,  waa 
adopted,  as  follows ; 

StB :  Tbe  Sanate  of  tbe  United  State*  reiineBt  yon 
to  aocept  theii  acknowledgments  for  tbe  oompreMa- 
nra  and  interesting  detail  yon  liave  ^ren  oi  your 
Speeeb  to  both  Hooses  of  Congieia,  on  the  axiating 
^ite  of  the  Union. 

WhUa  we  regret  the  necessity  of  tbe  preeeat  meet- 
ii^of  the  LefuUtore,  we  wiVb  toezpnsa  oar  entire 
qiprobalirai  dt  yoor  ooodnot  In  caoTcning  It  on  thia 
ncanentons  ooca^on. 

Hie  npeiftitendenaa  of  our  national  fkitb,  booor, 


c£  our  pobUo  afhin,  and  fiom  thenoe  darira  an  eri* 
deiMS  and  pMge  of  tbe  rectitada  and  inte^^  e( 
joor  admimatialicHi.  And  we  an  •enatblB  it  is  *■ 
itject  of  primary  importanoe,  that  each  braneb  of  the 
^  _t._ii  - '— -  -  langiu^  and  system  of 


dm,  explioit,  ■■ 
We  are  eqnal^  dealreai^  with  yon,  to  ^eaerra 
peace  and  firiendahlp  with  all  nation,  and  are  bqqiy 
to  be  intbrmed,  that  ntithar  the  boner  nor  interasta 
of  the  United  State*  toMA  adTaoMS  for  Mcoriiw 
tboae  derir^tle  otjecta,  W  amicable  negotialion  wi£ 
the  Fiendb  Bepnuk.  lU*  method  of  adnutfaig  na- 
.  diSsimoe*  i*  not  «d^  the  noit  mud,  bnt  flia 

.  raliaaal  and  hmnane,  and  with  gorenmenta 
diapeeed  to  be  Jnat,  can  seldom  fkQ  of  sooceMi  whan 
fidrly,  cai^dly,  and  rinoerety  used.  If  we  bare 
oommitted  anors,  and  oan  be  made  sensible  of  tbem, 

agree  with  yon  in  oinnion  that  we  oo^t  to  ooi- 
...t  them,  and  compensate  the  i^joriea  which  may 
bare  been  oonseqnent  tbentm ;  ud  we  tmst  the 
French  RepobUo  wiU  ba  actoated  V  the  same  jn« 
and  bansTDlentpiinci^**  of  national  pt^oy. 
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Sbkatb.]  Pfocrt 

Wfl  do,  tkertTora,  most  ODcenlj  appiDTe  of  jota 
dstemiituttion  to  promote  >ad  acniente  an  acconi- 
modation  of  oar  exiiHng  diBbri'Dcca  with  that  Ra- 
pabtic,  bj  negotiation,  on  termi  compatible  with  the 
right!,  ^tie^  interests,  and  honor  of  oar  nation. 
And  yoa  ma;  mat  aarared  of  onr  moat  cordial  co- 
operation, »0  far  »t  It  may  become  nccessaij,  in  thia 

Peace  and  harmony  with  all  uatloni  la  onr  nnceni 
wiah;  bnt,  snch  being  the  lot  of  humanity,  tbal  na- 
tiona  will  not  always  reciprocate  peoceabla  diipoai- 
tkuii,  it  i>  OUT  finn  belief;  that  eStetoal  meanrea  of 
defence  will  tend  to  iospire  that  national  aelf-reapect 
and  confidence  at  home,  which  is  the  nnfailing  lonrtM 
of  reapeotabilltj  litroad,  ta  check  aggreiuon,  and 
prevent  war. 

While  we  are  endeavoring  to  a^Mt  ow  diftrencea 
with  the  French  Bepablic,  by  amicable  negotiatiiMi, 
the  progTon  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the  depredatkui* 
on  onr  commerce,  the  penonal  iajoriea  to  onr  dti- 
lana,  and  the  general  complexion  «  affain^  pton  to 
ni  jonr  vigilaot  care,  in  recommending  to  onr  atten- 
tion eflectool  meaanrea  of  defence. 

Thoie  which  yon  recammBod,  whether  they  relate 
to  external  defence,  by  peimittiDg  onr  dtuana  to 
aim  for  the  pnrpoae  of  repelling  aggreaaiona  on  their 
Comiceicial  lishta,  and  by  providing  aea  oonToya,  ix 
to  intnnal  defence,  by  increooing  tiie  establiahineiita 
of  aitiUery  and  caralry,  br  fonning  a  proviaional 
army,  by  reriaing  the  militia  lawi,  and  fortifying, 
more  completely,  onr  porta  and  harbon,  wQl  meet 
our  conaideration,  ooder  the  inflnence  of  the  same 
juat  regard  for  the  security,  interest,  and  honor  of 
oar  connOy,  which  dictated  your  rtcommendadon. 

Practlcei  ao  tmnatnral  and  iniquitona,  aa  thoee 
yoQ  stats,  of  onr  own  dtiian^  oonTsrting  their  pro- 
perty and  penonal  exertiona  into  the  meana  of  an- 
uoying  onr  trade,  and  injuring  thcdr  fUlow-cMuiDa, 
deaerre  legal  aereri^  oouunenaurate  with  thdr  tni^- 

Althou^  Ha  Seoata  beBere  Oat  ibeproaperity 
id  happmeaa  of  our  CMuitiy  doea  not  depeud  on 


ganaral  and  extenaiTS  |>olitioal  oomwotiona  witih  Ei^ 
ropean  nationa,  yet  we  can  nnet  laae  ^riit  rf  flie 
tnopriety  aa  well  aa  oececn^  of  enabling  the  Exeon- 
tive,  by  snlHcient  and  liberal  mpplies,  to  m^tain, 
and  even  extend,  onr  foreign  Intercoone,  aa  exieen- 
dea  may  reqnire,  repoeing  full  confidence  in  tbe  Ei- 
eontire,  in  whom  the  cotutitQtira  hai  phwod  the 
powen  of  negotiation. 

We  leam,  with  aincere  ooneeni,  that  attempt*  ara 
in  operation  to  alienate  the  aSaotJona  of  onr  fellow- 
dtiuna  from  their  Ehnremment  Attempts  lo  wick- 
ed, wherever  tbey  eiiit,  cannot  IhH  to  ezdte  oar  ut- 
moat  abhonence.  A  Goivemment  ohoean  hj  tiie 
people  tat  their  own  aafe^  and  happine«s  and  cal- 
cnlated  to  aaeoM  both,  camiot  kiae  tlieir  athotioDt, 
■o  lonff  aa  ita  •dmIuiabratiaD  pnrtnea  tlianinc^ 
poD  which  it  waa  erected.    And  yoor  raaohtieai  to 


oallu 


•od 


not  to  impdr  the  right*  of  onr  Gk 
prindplea  which  cannot  fail  to  waataa  to  yonr  admi- 
niabation  the  topport  iJ  the  Natiuml  Legialatnns  to 
render  abortive  eveiy  attempt  to  exdta  danffsrona 
Jealouuei  among  na,  and  to  omrioce  the  worU  that 
OUT  GovemnHnt,  and  your  adminiitiatioo  of  it,  can- 
not be  Marated  from  the  aHeotiooate  anpport  of 
oveiy  good  citizen.  And  the  Senate  oumot  mfler 
the  ptnssnt  oocasion  to  poia,  withont  thui  pnblidy 
and  aolemnly  ezprening  th^  attaeiunent  to  tlra 


constitution  aod  Government  of  their  oonntry;  and 
aa  they  hold  themielvea  reroonilble  lo  their  conati- 
tuenta,  lh»!r  eonaciencei,  and  their  Ood,  it  ia  their 
determination,  by  oil  tJieir  exertions,  to  rrpel  eveiy 
attempt  to  alienate  the  aflbctiona  of  the  people  from 
the  Government,  ao  liighly  injuiloaa  to  the  honor, 
aarety,  and  independence  of  the  United  Statea. 

Wa  are  happy,  since  our  aentiments  on  the  anhject 
are  in  perfect  nnison  with  yoaia,  in  thla  pablie  maa- 
ner  to  declare,  that  we  believe  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  has  been  just  and  Impartial  to  finelgn 
nationa,  and  that  those  inCemal  regnlationa  which 
hare  been  establiihed  for  the  preservation  of  peace, 
an  in  their  natnre  proper,  and  have  been  (Uriy  ex- 


And  we  are  equally  happy  in  poasBsnng  an  entire 
confidence  in  yonr  abilities  and  exertions  in  your  atk- 
tion  to  malnt^  nntaraiahed  the  honcr,  preeem  tha 
peace,  and  mpport  the  independence  cS  our  conntiy; 
to  acquire  and  eatabliah  which,  in  conuection  with 
yonr  fellow-dUiena,  hoabeen  therirtnonaeSbrt  of  * 
principal  part  of  your  lifis. 

To  aid  yoa  in  these  ardnona  and  honorable  exei^ 
tiona,  aa  it  is  onr  duty,  ao  it  shall  be  onr  faithliil  en- 
deavor. And  we  flatter  oaraelvea,  lir,  thnt  the  pi^>- 
ceedinga  of  the  preaent  session  of  Congroaa  will  m>- 
nifekt  to  the  world,  that,  although  the  United  Statea 
love  peace,  they  will  he  independent  That  they  8i« 
aiaoere  in  their  declaration*  to  be  jnat  to  the  fVcoch, 
and  all  other  nationa,  and  expect  die  *ame  in  re- 

If  a  senag  of  juatice,  a  lore  of  moderation  and 
peace,  shall  indnenoe  thdr  oonndla,  which  we  *ii>~ 
peiely  hope,  we  ahaQ  have  jnat  grotuidi  to  enect 
peace  and  amity  between  the  Umted  States  and  all 
naticoi*  wHI  be  pneerved. 

But  if  ure  are  so  nnfbrtnnate  a*  to  eiperienoa 
iqjmiei  from  any  foreign  power,  and  Hte  ozdinaTT' 
metlioda  by  which  dlSarencea  are  amicably  a^jnated 
between  nation*  shall  be  reacted,  the  detumfnadco 
"  not  to  anrrander  in  any  maimer  tiie  rigfali  of  the 
Qovemment '  being  so  Inaepambly  oonneotod  wittt 
the  digni^,  intereat,  and  Independenoe  of  onr  cx)a»> 
ti7,  shall  by  tu  ^  steadily  and  Inriolably  inppntod. 


Oria^ei,  That  tbe  oommlttee  who  prepared 
the  Address  wdt  on  the  PBWinrarr  ot  thb  Uwit- 
BD  Statbi,  and  dedre  him  to  &cqiuiiiit  the  Senate 
at  nh&t  time  and  place  it  will  t>e  most  oonve- 
nient  for  him  that  it  should  be  presented. 

Mr.  TxkOY  reported  ftom  the  committee  that 
theyhadwdtedonthePBBSiDKinorcHxUmTBD 
&TATIS,  and  that  he  would  reorire  the  Addren 
of  the  Senate  to-m<»Tow,  at  IS  o'doek,  at  hia 
own  house. 

Betahei,  That  the  Senate  will,  to-morrow,  at 
13  o'clock,  wut  on  the  Paxaaiwn  (fw  thk  JJxa- 
XD  Btatbs  aooordingly. 

yrxasmokT,  May  S4. 
Eluah  Paibb,  from  the  State  of  Vermont, 


Agreeably  lo  the  reaolntion  ot  yeatcrdw,  tha 
Senate  waited  on  the  pBxamaRT  or  TBK  Oinras 
States,  and  the  Viob  PsmDnr,  in  their  aaaa, 
preMnl«d  the  Addi-eas  then  agraed  to. 
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To  which  tha  PBBSnaHT  made  the  followiog 
nply: 

llr.riuPrai.fatf, 

md  Gaultwa  of  At  AwKc 

It  woold  b«  an  ■fhatadim  in  in«  to  dlnambla  the 
[Jttnfe  I  ftal  cm  iccainiig  thji  kind  Addien. 

Kj  hng  cxpnwBM  cf  Om  wisdom,  fortinidcs  ud 


aBUDE  of  jODT  &pprobfttia&  of  mj  oondnct,  whicfi 
goKiDiu  mrud  for  tba  put,  and  ui  affecting 
taceangaatat  to  eoiutaiicj  and  psneviraiioa  in  fti- 


Mi  tin  rational  re~ 
adt  iCllM  — ■'— '■"■"-g-  and  the  natnrml  fvelitigi  of 
Ae  hearts  irf'  AnwricHU  in  nneial,  on  oonteinplatiiig 
thejnaent  alaM  of  the  nabon. 

IniQe  aicli  prindplei  and  afibetioai  prerail,  thsr 
win  tarn  an  MiMolablo  bond  at  onion,  and  a  ran 
pledge  that  oar  conatij  luu  no  enentlil  injoij  to  ap- 
prehend  from  any  portentotu  ippeamiiw*  abroad. 
In  a  bnmblB  relium  on  DiTina  PrOTidAoce,  we  maj 
rHt  amued,  that,  wliile  we  reiterate  with  rinceri^ 
OUT  endeavon  to  accommodate  aD  onr  diS^rences 
with  Franca,  the  indepandence  of  our  conntTf  cannot 
be  itimiatrfied,  ita  £giii^  d^raded,  or  ita  KI017  tar- 
otahed,  by  anj  nation  or  oombmation  H  nation^ 
■IbjIImt  Mendi  01  enemies 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Tie  Senate  returned  to  thet  own  Obamber, 
and  •djoDmed. 

Fmbat,  May  SO. 
HncrHBKT  UuBULLL,  from  the  State  of  £en- 
taeky,  attended. 

l[oinia.T,  Hajr  89. 
Jaxu  Bom,  from  the  State  of  FenDsjlvania, 


SaruBDAT,  Jane  24. 
Tha  following  oonfldentdal  Menage  wu  re- 
eared  from  tlM   PsniDKfT  OF  ran  UinnD 
SvAxas: 

Gnttrmnif  Om StmA,  mi 
of  At  Bout  of  An 
-       rtl-.  n 


H^ipuil,  ••  endaai^  aocording  to  tha  oboioe  and 
Ma  <f  CqiluD  03rieD.  Theoort  of  twonwhrst- 
nK  Mt  with  the  oafc  and  eedar,  and  oomnd,  witb 
pat  an)  all  odNr  eqwtaaiianta  oomplate,  ii  eatimat«d 
■t  £*t^-$n  thonaand  doUan.  The  eipeua  of  navi- 
ptii^  Ibetn  toAl^vt  msj,  pobapa,  ba  compouated 
ir^B^^of&e  atoree  witb  which  they  Toay  be 
jUWoiaoeonntof  OUT  atipolationi  bytrertywitb 

i!^^IiB«  wid»  *"  De/a  raqneat  q>pean  to  mo 


ai  be  hai  adranoed  the  priiw  of  onr  peace  with 

Tripoli,  and  become  pledged  for  that  of  Tunii,  the 

United  State*  wein  to  ba  under  pecnliar  obligatioui 

provide  thu  accommodation  ;  and  I  trnrt  that  Con.- 

ri*  wUl  authorize  tha  advance  of  money  neceeuiy 
thatpurpoM, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
nmzD  Srun,  Jima  28,  1797. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  conMderation, 


Bi.TnsDAT,  July  1. 
Jaksb  Ocnh,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  at> 


'WiDmsDi.T,  July  S. 
The  Vioi  Fbxbidint  obt«ned  leave  of  abaeoos 
for  the  remainder  of  the  Beeeion, 

iHUBSDar,  July  6. 

The  Yioi  Fbuidknt  being  absent,  the  Senate 

proceeded  to  the  oboioe  of  a  Freeident  wv  faS)- 

port,  aa  the  conatitntjon  provides,  and  the  HtOL 

WiLLUx  Bbadvobd  was  duly  elected. 

Fridat,  July  1. 
A  roeesage  from  the  Bonse  of  BepresentatiTee 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoDse  have  Mueed 
a  resolution,  ^at  the  Preffldent  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  BepreaentatlTeB, 
be  anthorized  to  oloee  the  present  session,  bj 
a^jonrning  their  respective  Honsee  on  Monday, 
the  10th  day  of  this  month :  in  which  Hiej  dW 
aire  the  oononrrenoe  of  tbe  Senate. 

MossAT,  Jnly  10. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tuos  and  Mr.  Bud  be  a 

Joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  witli 
snch  as  the  Honse  of  Itepresentatives  may  ap- 
point  on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  Fbisidznt  or 
THB  Uihtxd  Sxatxs,  and  notify  him  that,  unless 
be  may  have  any  ftirther  commnnications  to 
make  to  the  two  Eonaea  of  Oongree^  they  are 
ready  to  a^onm, 

A  meerage  from  the  Honse  of  Bepresentativea 
infbrmeduie  Senate  that  the  Honse  bavo  a^ 
pointed  a  Joint  oommittee  on  their  part  to  wait 
on  the  PanmiKT  or  thx  TTirrrai)  Statu,  and 
notify  him  that,  onleas  be  may  have  any  fhrther 
oommnnloationa  to  make  to  the  two  Eonses  of 
CongreBfl,  tboy  are  ready  to  a^onm. 

Mr.  Tbaot  reported  from  the  joint  oomnuttee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  Pbesidbnt  or  ti — 


to  Oongreas,  except  a  re^ectfiil  and  affeotionate 
breweU. 

The  pBXBDHERT  then  a^oomed  the  Senate 
without  day. 
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PBOOXEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE  OP  EKPEE8ENTATIVE8. 


In  panmnnoe  of  the  &ndiority  given  hj  the 
ooDstitatioD,  the  PuBantsirT  o*  thx  TJimmi 
States,  on  the  9Sth  dAj  of  Uaroh  last^  caaied 
to  be  inaed  the  ProcltunaliiKi  which  follovs; 


A  FBOCLAUATION: 
WhoKM  Oa  Cmiititntioa  of  the  United  StOei  of 
AnMricK  ptoridM  thit  the  Pntident  nuqr,  OD  ezMar 
Sdmtj  ""itl-n*.  ocmreoB  both  Hoiuu  of  Coogms 
and  whCTSM  »a  eitnardioHjoocadon  esltfa  for  ooo' 
Tening  CoognM,  and  diWM   "  '  '^" 


a  oanTNia,  ud  I  do  W  thwa  pramita  cot 
the  CownM  of  th»  United  ^atei  of  AmaiioK,  at  ths 
Ci^  of  PUUda^Ua,  la  Ae  CMunoawMJUi  of  P«oii- 
^haida,  on  W^tiaj  the  fifteenth  daj  of  May  next, 
hoebj  nqmriug  the  Scoatan  and  Rmrenntativei  in 
tha  Congnm  of  the  United  State*  of  Anerio*,  and 
eveiy  oF  them,  that,  laThig  atide  all  other  matter* 
and  caral,  tbej  Ihsn  and  then  inaet  and  a«einb1e 
in  CongrBM,  In  nder  to  oonjnlt  and  determun  on 
neh  meaanie*  ai  in  thali  wisdom  ihall  be  deemed 
meet  lor  the  BaTetr  and  welfiue  of  the  a^  United 
Stotaa 
In  lertlmaoj  whereof  I  have  cannd  tha  aaal  of 
the  Uidted  Statea  o!  Amerioi  to  be  affixed 
to  tluaB  preaenti,  aikd  ligned  the  ume  with 
my  hand     Done  at  the.  City  of  PhlUdel- 
[ik  fti]    pMa  the  twanty-flfth  day  of  March,  in  the 
jear  bf  our  Lord  one  thooiand  mvsq  hun- 
dred  and  ninety-aeren,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pandence  of  the  United  Statei  of  Amerioa 
tha  twen^-flnt, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Br  tha  Fieddent : 

TaunHT  FicEXBtao, 

atcnlarg^SUtt. 

UoiTDAT,  Hay  15, 1797. 
Thia  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  Pbsbidest  ov  tbi  Ukitbd  States, 
Of  tb«  25th  of  Uaroh  last,  fiir  the  meeting  of 


Oongreas,  the  following  memben  of  the  Hooae 
of  Repraaentativee  appeared,   prodooed  thur 
oredentiala,  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 
JVom  JvM  Bdiapthire. — Axiai.  FonxB  and 

JOTTATHAH  FBMtattM. 

FromMauaehviettt, — THKOPBiLira  Bbadbtst, 
Dwionr  FoBTBB,  NATKAmKLFBEZHAir,  Jr.,SAM- 
nxL  Ltiuk,  Haksisok  Gbat  Otis,  Jobs  Bead, 
Bauukl  Sbwall,  William  Bhbpasd,  Giobob 
TsATOBBB,  Joseph  Bbaslkt  Vabnux,  and 
Pkleo  Wamwobtb. 

JF^vmBhodeUlaiid. — OHBBroFHKBO.OEAxr- 
LIN  and  EuBBA  R.  Pottzb. 

Avm  Canneelieut. — JFobhda  Oorr,  Sahuxl  W. 
DuiA,  jAjoe  DATKifposT,  Ohavkokt  Goodbkh, 
RoeiB  Gbibwold,  and  Nathasibl  Smite. 

JVuM  Vtrmcnt.—MATraxw  Ltoh. 

f^em  Jfew  Torh. — Datid  Bbookb,  Jajos 
OoOBSAir,  LuoAS  Elmxbdobfh,  Hbkbt  Ctixtai, 
JoHATHAH  N.  Eatenb,  HsnRiAH  L.  Honni^ 
Edwabd  LrnsosToii,  Jomr  E.  Yas  Aixnr, 
Phiuf  Yav  OoBTLA]n>x,  and  Jokh  'Wouamb. 

-Fhxn  t/ea  Jertty. — JokathakDattox,  JamM 
H.  Imlat,  and  Mabx  Thompbom. 

From  Penniyleanjo. — David  Babd,  Johs 
Ohapmait,  Qbobsi  Eoi,  AiaxBT  QuiAiai, 
Sows  Andbi  Hahua,  Iw^iua  Haxtlit,  Jrai 
WiLKXB  Eittesa,  Blab  ItfOLKit  aobah,  Bamobl 
StTABBATEB,  Jomr  SwAvnox,  and  Rhbabd 
Thomab. 
From  Maryland. — Qiobgb  Baxb,  J'r.,  Wuxiam 
Oraie,  Jobs  Dsnma,  Gaosai  Dint,  William 
HiKDMAv,  WnjjAM  Maithkwb,  and  Biobud 
3i>Rio«,  Jr. 

From  Virginia. — Sahubl  Jobdak  Cabbli, 
Thomas  Olaibobhb,  Uattkzw  Olat,  Jons 
Oloptob,  Joan  Bawsom,  Thomas  Etakb,  Wil- 
UAK  B.  Giles,  Oastkb  B.  HASsraoH,  Dativ 
Houfxa,  Waltkb  Jona,  Jambs  Vtn^n^  Dabih 
MoBOA^  AsTHowT  New,  John  N'lonoi.is, 
Abram  Tmoa,  and  AapAgAM  Tenable, 

From  North  Carolina. — Thomas  BiontT, 
Natbah   Bbtak,   Jahu   Gillespie,   WnxuM 


dbyGoo^le 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESS. 


laiffinff  Oi  Prttidrnft  apmL 


Bust  GBon,  Hatthkw  Iookk,  Satbaxol   tor  which,  on  motioii,  K  wm  ordered  to  be  com- 
MABom,  RuMAMB  SrunoxD,  uid  Bobxkt  Wh,    mittod  to  a  Oomniittoe  of  the  Whole  to-morroir. 

AwM  Aittt  Cbrvlnui. — Robsbt  Goodloc  „  ,,       .. 

EuRB,   JoKit  Edtlkd«»,   Jr.,  and  WniiiM  Whdbwdat,  Vaj  11. 

flinTH,  (of  OhuiMfan  Distriot)  Several  otlier  membera,  to  wit:   from  Kew 

A  •■■«  Owryto. — ABUHiKBummandJoRK  Hampahire,  Willux  Gobdok  and  Jisnaia 
Smith;  from  ffemujlvaoia,  Andbxw  Gbbos; 
appeared,  prodnced  thedr  oredeatiala,  were  qua- 
lified, and  took  their  scota. 

Tht  I'rendmt't  J^Mth. 

The  Honae  then  vent  into  a  Ccaumittee  of  the 
Whole,  Hr.  Dkbt  in  the  chair,  on  the  I^^- 
dent's  Speech.    It  was  read  by  the  Olerk. 

Ur.  Gb  Am  then  mOTed  a  reaolntion,  which,  he 
obeerred,  waa  merely  a  matter  of  form,  as  there 
had  been  one  to  the  same  effect,  on  every  nmilar 
oocaaion.  It  waa,  "that  it  is  Uie  optnioD  of  thia 
committee,  that  a  reepeotfnl  Addrem  ahonld  be 
presented  to  the  Preddent  in  answer  to  hia 


And  a  qpoRnn,  oonriBting  of  a  m^ority  of 
dM  whole  DDmbo',  being  prewnt, 

TltaHoaaa  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ohotce 
efaSna^Bi;  aod,  a|>on  BTam^ning  the  ballots, 
a  mdort^  cf  the  TotM  of  the  whole  Honae  was 
fDood  in  &TOT  (rf  JoHATBAK  Dattoit,  one  d  the 
HeprtaeuUtiTta  to-  the  State  of  New  Jersey : 
imnapon, 

Mr.  PArroir  was  oondncted  to  the  oh^, 
from  wbcmoe  he  made  hia  acknowledgments  to 
the  Bonse,  as  foDows : 

"  Accept,  gandeman,  my  scksoirledgnKniti  Ibr  the 

"-"—'- 1  nuifc  <rf  appmbatlaD  and  oonfiilmDa 

ii  Meoiid  call  to  the  ohair,  by  a  TOte 

*■  Pamit  me,  most  eaniestly,  to  nqn« 
eMtiaHDc*  of  thkt  uaialaiice  aod  nppmt,  whicli 
«M%  optai  aD  oceaiioni,  during  Iha  two  pnweding 


TmsDAT,  May  16. 
Sereral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Jflcs^y,  JamisSohcbkicam  and  Thokas  Sqtnioe- 
•091;  from  Yirf^ia,  Jobs  Tbioo;  and  fri^m 
Booth  C^n^ina,  THoiua  SmoTss,  appewed. 
prodoeed  tiuir  credentials,  were  qnalifled,  ud 
took  dmr  aeata  in  the  Eonse. 

It  bang  near  twelve  o'clock,  the  Spukxb 
olNccTcd  that  it  badbeeo  nana]  on  rimilaroo- 
riinna  to  tbe  imeent,  to  aeiod  a  meaaage  to  the 
BcBBte,  to  infonn  than  that  the  Hooae  is  now 
raadT  to  attend  tbcan  in  reoeJTing  the  oommn- 
■ieataOD  of  the  PutsiDKirr,  agveeably  to  hia  q)- 
___._      __.    _^  a  agreed  to,  and 


Boon  after,  the  membera  of  the  Senate  enter- 
ed, and  took  the  seats  avigned  them ;  and  a 
fittle  aAv  twehe^  the  PratavwaT  of  thi  Uxit- 
B»  BrAna  entarad,  and  tocA  the  chair  of  the 
SrsAEKB,  (which  he  vacated  m  the  entrance  of 
tl»  Senate,  the  Freddcot  and  Olerk  of  the  Sen- 
ate being  placed  on  the  rudithandof  theoh^, 
^A  tbe  GnwakM'  of  the  Honae  of  B^resenta- 
liwtm  and  tne  dak  on  the  left.)  Aitor  atUng 
a  monMiit,  ha  roae  and  deltvered  the  following 
flpeaehi    ^ee  Senate  proceedingB,  ante.] 

Baring  oonohided  bis  Speech,  after  preaenting 
aoaP7<rffttotbePr«tfdent(atheSenate,  and 
mttbtir  to  the  Spedcor  of  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
eoitKtirei,  the  Fnddoit  retired,  as  did  also  the 
— iitifni  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing leanned  hia  chair,  he  read  the  Speech :  af- 


(oderation  tbe  varions  and  important  matten  re- 
commended to  theb  consideration."  The  com- 
mittee agreed  to  the  reeolntion.  They  rose,  and 
It  immediately  passed  the  Eonse  in  the  oommon 

Onmotioa,  it  waa  Ordeni,  That  a  oomtnittee 
be  appointed  to  pre^iare  an  Answer  to  the 
Speech. 

Mr.  Yenabu,  Ifr.  KiTTXBA,  Ur.  Fkkeiuk, 
Ur.  Bini-XDOB,  and  Ur.  Gbiswold,  were  nomi- 
nated to  report  the  Answer. 

Fkdat,  Uay  19. 
BiOHABD  BsKirr,  from  Yirglnia,   qipeared, 

Eidnced  hia  credentials,  was  qnalified,  and  took 
seat. 
DoeiMimt*  B^vrrai  to  in  the  PretidenC$ 

The  Spbakis  informed  the  Eoose  that  he 
had  received  a  oonunnnication  from  the  De- 
partment of  Stat«,  cont^ning  sundry  docnmenta- 
referred  to  by  the  Preddent  in  his  Speech  to 
both  Bouses,  nnmbered  ftwn  1  to  18.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  read  'So,  1,  viz: 

1.  A  letter  from  General  Pinckney  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  SUte,  doted  Paris,  December '20, 
1796,  giving  an  aooonnt  of  his  arrival  at  Bor- 
deaux ;  of  his  jonmey  from  thenoe  to  Paris,  in 
vhi(^  fivm  the  badness  of  the  roads,  he  brwe 
three  wheels  of  hia  carriage;  of  the  ill  treat- 
ment he  received  from  U.  Delaoroi^  &o.  He 
remarks,  that  it  ia  Dot  snrpridiig  that  the  Franoh 
BepabUc  have  reflised  to  receive  him,  sinoe  they 
have  dismissed  no  lees  than  thirteen  fordgn 
Uiaisters;  and  ranoe  they  have  been  led  to  be- 
lieve by  a  late  emigrant,  that  tbe  United  Statee 
was  of  no  greater  consequence  to  them  than 
the  Bepublics  of  Genoa  or  Geneva.  He  also 
mentions,  that  it  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  in 
France,  that  much  depended  on  the  election  of 
the  Preudent,  as  one  of  the  candidates  waa  con- 
sidered ^e  friend  of  England,  the  other  as  de- 
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voted  to  France.  The  people  of  France,  he  ob- 
Berres,  have  been  ifreatly  deceived,  with  re- 
spiect  to  the  United  Statcn,  by  mitirepresentation, 
being  led  to  believe  that  the  people  and  Gov- 
-  emment  have  different  views;  bat,  adds  he, 
aar  attempt  to  divide  the  pei^le  from  the  Oov- 
flmmeflt,  onsht  to  be  to  the  people  of  tiie  United 
States  Ihe  sif^ial  for  rallying.  Gen.  Hnokney 
aeveral  times  meationa  Ur.  Monroe  in  this  let- 
ter with  great  respect ;  and  sa;B  that  before  hla 
Arrival  the  Directory  had  been  verj  oool  to- 
warda  him,  but^  since  thnt  time,  thef  bad  re- 
newed their  civilities  to  him. 

2.  Ib  a  report  of  Major  General  Monntflorenoe 
to  Qenerol  Pinckney,  dated  December  16, 1796, 
on  the  Bobieot  of  American  vessels  brought 
prizes  into  tne  ports  of  France. 

5.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Rnckney  to 
the  Secretary  of  Btate,  dated  Paris,  January  6, 
1797,  in  which  he  mentions  the  difltressed  sit^ 
nation  of  American  citizens,   arriving  in    the 

Eorte  of  France,  who  were  immediately  thrown 
ito  prison,  and  ooold  not  be  released,  nntil  an 
order  was  got  trom  the  Amerioan  Minister, 
oonntersigned  by  the  French  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs;  and  no  ICnister  being  acknow- 
ledged there  at  present^  no  relief  could  be  af- 
forded. He,  however,  applied  to  M.  Delacroix 
on  their  behalf^  by  means  of  the  secretary.  Ma- 
jor Rntledge,  and  got  them  attended  to  throngh 
Uie  Minister  of  General  Police.  General  Pint^- 
ney  givee  a  fiirthor  account  of  conversations 
which  passed  between  his  secretary  and  M.  De- 
lacroix, on  the  subject  of  bia  qmtting  Paris,  In 
which  he  told  him  he  mnst  do  so,  or  be  liable 
to  the  operation  of  the  police  laws ;  bnt  refosed 
to  commit  hla  orders  to  writing.  He  mentions 
Barraa's  answer  to  Monroe's  address  aa  a  on- 
rions  prodnotion ;  bnt  says  it  was  not  particu- 
larlr  oBloolated  as  an  answer  to  what  was  b^ 
l^  Mr.  Monroe,  as  he  had  it  prepared,  and  was 
nnacqnainted  with  what  wonld  be  aud  by  Mi. 
Monroe, 

4.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Pinckney  to 
the  Becretary  of  State,  dated  Amsterdam,  Feb- 
mary  IS,  informing  him,  that,  having  had  ofiB- 
dal  notice  to  qnit  the  French  KepnbUo,  he  had 
gone  to  Amsterdam. 

6.  ^Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  hnokney 
to  the  Becretary  of  State,  dated  Amsterdam, 
March  5,  in  which  he  observes,  that  before  he 
left  Paris,  it  was  rumored  that  the  Datoh  were 
determined  to  treat  American  veaeela  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  French  had  done.  He  now 
believee  that  the  French  wished  them  to  do  bo, 
aa  he  had  lately  reeeived  intelligence  that  the 
Dutch  had  objected  to  do  this,  dleging  that  it 
would  be  a  great  iojary  to  them,  as  they  ahonld 
then  Io96  their  trade  with  this  country,  and  if 
BO,  they  would  be  deprived  of  famishing  that 
anpport  to  the  French  which  they  then  gave 
them.  France  acquiesced  becanse  she  saw  it 
was  her  interest ;  and  having  85,000  troops  in 
Batavia,  it  was  generally  known  that  they  conld 
do  what  they  pleased  with  that  country.  The 
General  adds,  with  detestation,  that  there  are 
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American   citizens   who  fit   out  ptivateera  b) 
cruise  against  the  trade  of  this  ooontry. 

6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  M^or  General 
Monntflorenoe  to  General  Pinckney,  dated  Paris, 
Febmary  14,  mentioning  the  oaptore  of  a  vca- 
sel  from  Boston,  and  another  from  Baltimore, 
by  an  American  citizen  on  board  a  privateer: 
adding,  Uiat  American  citizens  of  this  claes  are 
oondnually  wishing  for  more  rigoroos  laws 
against  American  commerce. 

7.  Fjctract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the 


brought  into  L'Orient  by  the  same  man,  and  d 
another  veeael  taken  by  a  French  privateer. 

8.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  i^ckn^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  Btate,  dated  Amsterdam, 
March  B,  mentioning  the  capture  of  several 
American  veesela;  he  also  speaks  of  the  dis- 
a^reeablaneee  of  his  situation ;  and  was  of  opi- 
mon  that  the  new  third  of  the  French  Councils 
wonld  determine  whether  this  ooontry  and 
France  were  to  remun  at  peace  or  go  to  war. 
Though  the  former  was  desirable,  he  wished 
the  measorea  of  our  Oovemment  to  be  firm. 

9.  Speech  of  Barras,  President  of  the  French 
Directory,  on  Mr.  Monroe's  recalL 

'IQ.  The  decree  of  the  Executive  Directoi7<tf 
March  2,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  American 


,  Esq.,  IGniater  Beeident  of  the  United 
States,  near  the  Batarian  Republic,  to  the  Seo- 
retary  of  State,  dated  at  the  Hague,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1796,  giving  an  account  of  the  dispodtion 
of  the  people  of  that  oountry  towards  thi^ 
which  he  states  to  be  ftiendly ;  and  this  he  at- 
tributes to  its  being  their  intereet  to  be  stk 
This  oonntry.  he  remarks,  is  the  only  quarts 
from  which  tney  receive  regular  payments.  He 
adds,  however,  that  they  have  no  will  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Freocb  Government. 

19.  Eztraot  of  a  lettar  from  the  OomnuttN 
of  Foreign  Belationa  of  the  Batavian  Bepatdio, 
to  the  above  Minister,  dated  Beptember  97, 
1766,  maVing  it  ^tpear  very  deairaciie  that  the 
UnitM  States  shonld  Join  them  in  .their  oom- 
mon  cause  against  Great  Britain,  rttninding  him 
of  the  many  aerrioes  wluoh  they  had  rendered 
to  this  country. 

IB,  Extract  of  A  letter  from  John  Qninoy 
Adams  in  answer  to  the  above,  wherein  he  sa^ 
he  shall  not  omit  to  forward  their  letter  to  this 
countiT. 

14.  Extract  of  a  letter  fh>m  John  Qninoy 
Adams  to  the  Secretary  of  Stata,  dated  Hague, 
Febmary  17, 179?,  representing  the  French  Be- 
pnblio  as  paying  as  litiie  attention  to  other  neo- 
tral  powers  as  to  the  United  States.  He  allndea 
to  tneir  conduct  towards  Hamburg,  Bremen, 
Oopenhagen,  &o. 

16.  Extract  of  a  letter  fh>m  Rnfiu  King,  Eaq^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  London,  Mareh 
la,  1787, 40  the  same  effect. 

15.  A  letter  ftom  the  Mnister  of  Spdn,  reii- 
dent  in  Philade^hfa,  to  the  Seor«tat7  of  Statey 
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lattA  Vxj  <L  1TS7  oomplunlug  of  the  iitjnrions 
opeistioQ  of  the  Britisli  Treaty  agdnat  Bpsin, 
in  thrae  respect^  vk :  as  it  destroTs  the  doe- 
tnie  of  free  ahipa  makiag  free  goods ;  u  it 
makes  certun  article  cootrabAnd  of  w&r,  which 
in  former  treAtien  wer«  not  considered  bo  ;  and 
m  it  givea  to  Oreat  Britain  a  right  to  navigate 
the  Uuaisaippi,  which  that  ICisieter  inmate  be- 
lonaed  not  to  ns  to  give,  as  it  belonged  vhoUv 
to  ^sin  beEore  it  gare  the  right  to  the  UmtM 
Slitce,  hj  the  late  treaty,  to  navigate  that  ri- 
va-.  He  oonchidee  hia  letter  with  earring,  that 
tbe  KinK  <^  Spain  is  dedrone  of  harmony  be- 
tveen  Uie  two  oonntries.  and  roliee  npon  the 
equity  of  hie  complunts  for  satisfaction. 

IT.  A  letter  hmn  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  Bpanish  lGiust«r,  in  aitswer  to  the  above ; 
in  wluch  he  acknowledges  that  the  treaty  lately 
eondoded  between  the  two  conntriee  had  prov- 
ed atiia&ctory  to  the  United  States,  as  it  pat  an 
Old  to  a  dlqntt*  which  had  existed  for  many 
yous  remecting  the  navigation  of  the  Uisais- 
iipfH,  aM  alto  as  it  affi^ded  satiabotion  to  ottr 
meremtale  cidzens  fbr  the  o^tiire  of  onr  ships 
■od  cargoeo.  All  these,  he  ulowed,  were  acte 
of  ■ohetantial  Jnstioe ;  bnt  all  the  other  stipn- 
htkms  were  wholly  voluntary,  and  perfeotlyre- 
ciprocaL  With  respect  to  the  three  articles  of 
complwnt  respecting  the  British  Treaty,  he  jus- 
tified the  stipulations  as  beins  Jost  and  oonsist- 
mt,  and  men  as  this  ooontry  uad  a  right  to  ea- 

18.  A  letter  from  General  Finckney  to  the 
SeentaiT  of  Stat«,  dated  Paris,  Febraary  1, 
stating  that  the  d^  after  the  arrival  of  the  news 
of  Bnmiaparte's  nooeeaes  in  Italy,  he  received  a 
letter  froa  H.  Delacroix,  directing  him  to  leave 
Parii.  G«neral  I%tokney  ooncliidee  this  letter 
with  obanring,  that  the  French  seem  to  speak 
of  this  oooDtry  as  if  it  were  indebted  to  them 
far  independence^  and  not  to  any  exertions  of 
o«r  owa.  Onr  treaty  with  Great  Britain  is  ex- 
egMad;  Oiey  wish  ds  to  hava  no  connection 
with  tlut  ooontar^;  they  wish  to  destroy  the 
trads  of  Great  Britain,  and  tbiry  look  upon  oa 


The  wb(^  of  these  doonments  having  been 
raad,  on  motion,  they  were  committed  to  the 
ConmiWae  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uoiao,  and  600  ocftiee  ordered  to  be  printed 

HoKDAT,  Hay  S9. 
Jama  A.  B&tabd,  from  Delaware.  M)pesred. 
prodiMwd  bia  oredantialB,  was  qnuined,  and 
took  bia  seat 

jMioer  to  Preridea(»  ^eeeh. 
On  motion,  the  House  reeolved  itself  into  a 
Ommt**"  <it  the  Whole,  Mr.  Danr  in  the 
dtair,  oo  the  Answer  reported  to  the  Pred- 
dent'a  Spaech,  which  was  read  by  the  Olerk,  as 
Ulowa: 

Hn  »Mauaiit«»e  to  whom  It  m*  ■ntamA  lo  prepare 
T  to  dw  Speech  of  the  Frcddent  of  the 
. —   ...^_.  .J  jj^jjjj  Ho^gji  of 


To  On  Praidmt  e/Aa  Vmiai  Slatet : 
Sib  :  The  interastiiig  detail  of  thou  event*  whieh 
ITS  leodered  the  oaDrantian  of  Congress  at  this 
time  iodispenaable,  (communicated  in  jonr  Spee^  to 
both  Hoosea,]  hai  eieilad  in  ua  the  strongest  emo- 
tions.   Whilst  we  ragrst  ths   occadon,  we  cannot 
— lit  to  teitUy  our  approbation  of  Iha  maunre,  and 
pledge  onnelvei  that  no  conaidsratunu  of  priTsta 
nnvenienoe  shall  prevont,  on  oaz  part,  a  &ithhl 
disobaige  of  Um  dntie*  to,  i^icb  we  ara  caJled. 

We  ^va  eonitanflT  hoped  that  the  nations  of  En- 
rape,  whUit  deaolatad  t^  tbnigii  wan,  or  convulsed 
t^  intesUne  diriinoiM^  woold  hsva  left  the  United 
States  to  eqjoy  that  peaoa  and  tranqoillity  to  wUoh 
"-  -  Impartial  eondnet  of  our  Govsnnnent  has  entitied 
and  it  is  now  with  eitnme  regnt  we  find  die 
of  ths  f^anch  Repoblio  lending  to  endan- 
laticai  so  dMiiable  and  iiiliiiiisliim  to  om 
oonntry. 
Upon  this  ocoaaion,  we  feel  it  oar  doty  to  i  iiiiiwi, 
die  most  explicit  manner,  the  sensations  yAaAi  the 
esent  oiiiis  has  excited,  and  to  avmv  yon  of  onr 
isalons  oo-aperatlon  in  Ihoae  measnni  which  mtqr 
^ipear  naeeaaaty  i^  ooi  leeniiQr  or  peace. 

Although  the  fint  and  miat  ardent  wish  of  oar 
hearts  is  that  pesos  may  be  m^nlnliwd  widi  the 
Fnnch  Bepnhlic  and  widi  all  the  wodd,  yet  ws  can 
never  luirender  those  ri^ts  which  belong  to  na  aa  a 
,  and  whilst  we  view  irith  satiifactian  the  wis- 
dom, dignity,  and  moderation,  which  have  muked 
the  meamres  of  ths  Si^ireme  Eiecnlive  of  onr  coun- 
try, in  ite  attempts  to  remove,  by  candid  explanatiana, 
the  complainli  and  jesJouaies  of  liVance,  we  feel  the 
fhll  force  of  that  indignity  which  baa  t>een  offered 
'  ry  in  the  rqecdou  of  its  MiaiMer.  No  at- 
tempts to  wonnd  onr  rights  as  a  sovereign  State  w31 
escsfie  the  notice  of  our  constituents :  thej  will  be 
felt  with  indignation,  and  repelled  with  that  dedidon 
which  shall  Gonrinoe  the  woiid  that  we  are  not  a  de- 
graded pecfjie ;  that  we  can  nsver  submit  to  die  ds- 
uumds  of  a  foreign  power  without  Bzamination,  and 
without  di 


tire  Directoiy  of  France,  in  hli  Speech  to  the  Minia- 
ter  of  the  United  States.  Snch  sentiments  serve  to 
discover  the  imperfect  knowledge  wUch  France  pea- 
aessBi  of  the  real  oplaiona  of  onr  ccoiUtnenta.  Aa 
attempt  to  sapaiate  .the  pei^  of  the  United  States 
from  their  Gioveminent,  is  an  attempt  to  separate 
thorn  from  themselves ;  and  althougb  forsigners  who 
know  not  the  senins  of  rar  country  may  have  con- 
oeived  the  pn^ject,  and  foreign  emiasariei  may  at- 
tempt the  exeeudon,  yet  the  miited  eflbrts  of  our 
fellow-citiaens  will  conrinoe  the  world  of  its  tmprao- 
tJcabiiity. 

Happj  wonld  it  have  been,  if  the  transactions  dis- 
closed in  your  communication  had  never  taken  place, 
or  that  tney  could  have  been  concealed.  Sensibly, 
however,  as  wo  feel  the  wound  which  has  been  In- 
flicted, we  think  with  yon,  that  neither  the  honor 
nor  the  intBTwt  of  die  United  States  forbid  the  repe- 
tition of  advances  for  preserving  peace ;  and  ws  are 
happy  to  learn  that  f^e^  attempts  at  negotiation  will 
■  -  •  (jsj^  f^  too  strongly  express  onr 
t  an   acoommodadoa  may  taka 
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placa,  on  tenna  oomp^tible  with  thg  rigbtg,  tnterait, 
•iid  honor  of  our  uattoo.  F11U7,  bowoTer,  impreued 
with  the  nDcertaiaty  of  the  reni]t,  we  ehall  prflparg 
to  meet  with  fwtitnde  ftn/  tmfliTonble  ennta  which 
Duy  occur,  *Dd  to  extriate  onnelTeB  rimn  the  oon- 
Mqnincei,  with  M  the  aldll  we  |>aeaeu,  snd  kll  tha 
eflbiii  in  oar  power.  BeUeving  with  70D  that  ttie 
oondact  of  the  GoTemmeDt  haa  been  jmt  uid  im- 
puti*l  to  foreign  netione ;  that  the  l>wi  Tor  the.pn- 


Feoide  do  mt  he^tata  to  deelan  that  thej  will  gire 
Vtea  mott  oovUal  toppott  to  Ae  execution  of  prin- 
dplea  m>  deUberatelf  *i~  vptightlj  eettihliahed. 

Tbt  manj  inteieetiag  nilgeDta  which  70a  hare  ra- 
^mnm*^*^  to  our  conaUeration,  aod  whkh  are  eo 
atron^f  entbcced  hj  thli  matnentoiu  oocailoii,  will 


noeiTa  trtrj 


aMuHaa  wUch  their  Im; 


;  and  we  tnut,  that  bj  the  dedded  and 
pUdt  oandnct  which  will  gorsni  oor  deliberation*, 
ereij  indmiaticn  will  be  lepelled  which  ii  derogatory 
to  the  hones'  and  indopandence  of  onr  ooontr;. 

Penntt  na.  In  oflbring  thia  Addieaa,  to  expreea  our 
Mdl^katton  kt  Tonr  promotioo  to  the  Grat  office  in  the 
Qorenunent,  md  anr  entire  oonfidenoe  that  the  pre- 
eminent tahnta  and  patriotisn  which  hare  pined 
JOB  in  thii  diatiDgaiihcd  litaation,  will  enable  jaa  to 
dlnhnn  iU  Taiioni  datiat  with  ndAdion  to  Toiir- 
■el^  nS  adrantage  to  oni  ootnmon  fonntrr. 

The  Olerk  haviDg  flniibed  reading  the  An- 
Bwer,  the  Ohainn&n  proceeded  to  read  it  para* 
grspn  by  psragraph.  The  three  first  paragraphs 
were  read  withoat  any  thing  being  aud  upon 
them ;  bat,  upon  the  fourth  being  read — 

III.  EvANB  moved,  that  instep  of  "  will  be 
felt  with  indiffnatii/jt,"  slionld  be  inserted, 
"will  be  felt  with  i^uibUitj/,"  as  a  milder 
phraae ;  as  he  wished  to  STOid  using  6Xpre«mona 
more  harsh  than  was  neoeeeary. 

Ur.  SioHOL&a  aelA,  if  his  colleagoe  would 
give  him  leave,  be  belieTed  he  bad  an  amend- 
ment to  offer,  which  wonld  be  proper  to  be 
offered  bdbre  one  he  had  moved,  as  he  believed 
there  waa  a  rule  In  the  Honse  which  forbids  the 
striking  oQt  a  olaose  after  It  had  been  amended ; 
and  if  the  amendment  he  ahonld  propose  ob- 
tained, it  might  be  neceraary  to  strike  out  a 
part  of  that  paragraph.  It  waa  Ms  intention  to 
move  a  new  pBragrq)h,  -  '  '  >  ■  <  • 
the  first  and  second, 
in  order  to  do  so. 

Hie  Qhairman  wished  the  ynrpotiOaa  to  be 
read. 

Hr.  NiOROLU  asked  if  it  was  sot  always  in 
order  to  insert  a  new  aeotiwL 

The  Ohalrman  believed  it  was,  provided  it 
waa  not  intended  as  a  enbstititte  for  another. 

lb.  Nioaous  said  he  should  candidly  avow 
it  to  be  his  intention  to  insert  several  new  sec- 
tions. For  the  information  of  the  committee, 
he  would,  therefore,  read  the  whole,  thoogh  he 
meant  at  preeent,  to  move  only  one. 

The  following  are  the  propositlans  which  Mr, 
N,  read  in  his  plaoe;  tlie  flnt  of  which  was 
under  connderation : 

Afler  the  flnt  section  insert : 

"  Although  we  are  actnated  by  the  ntmoet  loUd- 
tade  for  the  ""("'■""''r  of  peace  with  the  Ffoneh 


teniloriea  of  France,  have  excited  01 
biliEj ;  and,  if  followed  bj  linular  n 
refnaat  of  all  negotiation  on  the  latoecit  at  on 
complaints,  will  put  an  and  to  emy  frieodlr  relatioa 
batweeo  the  two  oonntriea ;  bnt  we  flatter  oanelvei 
that  the  Govanunent  of  France  only  intended  to  mi- 
pend  the  ordinarr  diplomatia  intereamM,  and  to  bring 
into  opemtioa  ttioee  eKt^sonUnsry  agenda*  which 
aie  In  eonunrai  nee  between  natiom,  utd  wUch  an 
confined  in  their  intentioo  to  Ae  neat  eanae*  <d  dif- 
ference. We  therefore  leoeire  wiu  tha  Dtmoat  Mtit- 
&otJt»i,  your  Infonnatioa  tiiat  a  &eeh  attempt  at  oa- 
gotjation  will  be  institnted ;  and  we  expect  with  eoa- 
Qdenca  that  a  mntnal  roirit  of  oondliaboa,  and  a  £i- 
position  on  the  part  of  tha  United  Stalea  to  place 
Franco  on  tbe  fboting  of  other  oonntrioe,  by  ramoring 
tha  ineqiialitie*  which  may  hava  ariaec  in  the  opeia- 
tion  of  onr  reipectiva  treaHe*  with  them  will  piodoce 
an  accommodation  compatible  with  the  engagemenb 
righia,  dntioi,  and  honor  of  the  United  States 

"  We  wHl  oonader  the  several  Milgecta  which  yon 
have  recommended  to  onr  conddeiatlon,  with  tiia  at- 
tentioD  which  thair  inqioTtaBoe  ^wnan-hi  and  wiH 
■aatauly  oo-op«iate  in  tboee  maaaaraa  whidi  ahaU 
appear  neoeasaiy  for  onr  own  aeonri^  or  peace. 

"  Whatever  diOb«noe*  of  opinion  may  have  eiisted 
among  the  people  of  the  UiJted  Statea,npon  natioiul 
lalgect^  wa  cumot  believe  that  any  eeriona  apeO*- 
tion  can  be  entertained  of  withdrawing  the  aiqipart  of 
the  people  fkim  their  eodatttntional  aganla,  and  «a 
ehonld  hope  that  the  teooUection  at  the  miieriM 
whloh  aha  hereelf  haa  anfibnd  from  a  like  bteifer- 
enoe,  wonld  prevent  any  nab  attempt  by  the  Repnl)- 
lio  of  France ;  bnt  w«  explicitly  declare  tbr  onradn* 
and  OUT  oraiitilaenia  that  andi  an  attempt  weaU 
meet  onr  hlgheat  indignation,  and  we  wiUiqielenfy 
imjnat  demand  00  the, Unit'  '"■---•     *   -■ 

91 ;  that  WB  will  ever  o 


Vir^nia  had  reed  three  or  fomr  paragr^ihi,  In 
the  form  of  amendments.  He  presumed  be  did 
not  mean  to  add  these,  without  sbikiiig  onl 
some  part  (tf  the  report  He  wished  him  to  h; 
what  part  be  meant  to  strike  out,  that  they 
might  see  how  the  Answer  would  stand  wh«i 
amended  in  the  way  he  propoaed.  If  they 
stood  together,  they  wonld  be  inoMudstent. 

Ur.  Oiua  preeomed  it  was  tbe  object  of  tbe 
cctnmittee  to  bring  into  view  a  cmnpariscai  ot 
idesa  in  some  stu^  or  othw,  and  ha  thooght 
the  amei^ent  proposed  was  caleolated  to  jwc- 
dnoe  Uiis  eSeot.    If  he  nnderatood  tbe  Aniwtr 


reported,  it  was  predicated  npoa  tiw  priod- 
pla  M  approving  all  tha  measorea  whidt  l»d 
Deen  ttkeo.  by  the  ExeontiTe  irith  reqiect  to 


IVanoe,  whilst  the  amendment  avoided  giving 
that  approbation.  The  rimple  (luestion  w 
which  of  the  two  gronnds  the  Honse  wcold 
taket  He  believed  the  best  way  of  ascerttio- 
ing  this,  wonld  be  to  move  to  insert,  and  if  the 
amendments  were  carried,  to  reoommit  tbe  re- 
port, to  be  made  oooformable  to  them. 

Uj.  aAij.4Tiii  said,  what  an  amcaidmoit  was 
carried  which  affected  other  parts  of  a  oompo- 
ritioD,  it  was  not  ttsoal  to  stiua  ont,  bnt  to  re- 
commit. 
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Tbe  CtudrmiQ  h&Tiiig  deoland  the  motion  to 
be  in  order, 

Mr.  NioROUiB  BBid,  the  pre»ent  criab  was,  in 
his  miad,  the  most  Herioiu  and  important  wluoh 
Ihia  eaimti7  had  known  ainoe  the  declvation  of 
its  independence  ;  uid  It  wonld  depend  mach, 
ptrhepa,  upon  the  Answer  which  they  were 
iboTit  to  retnm  to  the  Speech  of  the  President, 
whether  we  were  to  witness  a  similw  scene  of 
jiToc  and  diatresa  to  that  which  was  not  jet 
fi»KQtten;  rach  as  had  been  passed  thronKh 
upon  an  important  occasion,  bnt  snch  as  comd 
be  entered  npon  only  as  a  last  resource.  The 
ritnatioD  in  which  we  stood  with  reepect  to 
Fnuee  oJledfar  the  moat  indioiona  proceeding ; 
it  was  hia  wish  to  heal  the  breach,  which  was  u- 
nadj  too  wide,  by  temperate,  rather  than  widen 
ilbyinitatingmeasares.  Henoped-onthieoooa- 
tioo,  they  should  get  rid  of  that  irritation  which 
ii^nTy  naturally  prodnced  on  tbe  mind.  He 
declwed  he  felt  for  the  insnlt  which. had  been 
of&red  to  Mr.  Finckney;  and  he  felt  more  for 
him,  from  the  dignity  with  which  he  had  borne 
it,  which  had  proved  him  a  proper  character 
be  the  emboaaj.  He  was  sorry  that  it  should 
have  been  thought  necessary  by  the  French  Be- 
DDbho  to  refiiae  to  acknowledge  him  aa  the  Uin- 
laler  of  this  coontry ;  bat  be  did  not  think  it 
ri^t  to  suffer  this  first  impreeaion  to  influence 
tMir  [vooeedings  upon  this  bnsineea.  If  the  in- 
sults offered  were  a  sufficient  cause  fbr  war,  let 
tbe  snt^ect  be  examined  by  itself,  separate  from 
■Ilirthers;  bnt,  if  it  be  our  wish  to  proceed 
with  MgotEation,  he  thought  it  wisest  and  best 
to  idnit  ft  firm  bnt  moderate  tone. 

As  tie  before  observed,  he  felt  for  the  utna- 
tion  of  tiie  gentleman  employed  by  this  country ; 
he  thoQ^t  it  was  a  trying  one,  and  did  great 
boBor  to  himneK,  and  he  deaerred  the  thanks  of 
Ids  conntry  for  the  good  temper  with  which  he 
had  rastdned  it ;  but  Ur.  N.  oonfessed  the  sub- 
ject did  not  stnke  him  with  all  the  force  with 
wliidi  it  seemed  to  have  Impressed  the  mind  of 
that  TMpeotable  character.  He  did  not  con- 
sider the  insnlt  offered  to  Government  aa  going 
further  than  the  ill-treatment  which  onr  Min- 
iater  had  received.  He  believed  that  the  cir- 
*""iTfi"A<".  whi(^  appeared  in  the  papers  Md 
before  tbein,  in  some  degree  aoeounted  for  the 
eoDdnet  of  the  French  Oovemment  It  appears 
that  at  first  the  Directory  were  willing  to  reodve 
Hr.  Pteckney,  bnt  when  th^  saw  his  oreden- 
tkb  lh«7  refused  to  acknowledge  him.  This 
drapostasoc^  he  said,  seemed  to  ^ve  a  oharao' 
ter  to  the  bansootion  whioh  ezplamed  its  mean- 

U  wID  be  recoDeoted,  add  >&.  N.,  that  since 
the  CMH^  or  imagined  cause  (let  it  be  one  or 
tbe  othff)  of  eompltunt  agdnst  this  country, 
tbat  there  has  been  an  interoonrHe  between  the 
tweOoremmentfl  on  this  subject  It  was  to  be 
apseted  that  if  there  had  been  any  Intention  in 
GemnnMnt  to  have  come  to  an  a^nstment  of 
the  dilKnoce  between  the  two  oonntries,  our 
JGiUter  would  have  been  clothed  with  some 
font  of  aocxnmnodxtion.    Hr.  N.  supposed 


that  when  the  French  Directoiy  agreed  to  re- 
ceive him,  this  was  their  opinion ;  but  upon 
seeing  his  letters  of  credence,  they  found  no 
sncb  power  was  given  or  intended.  [He  read 
the  object  of  hia  mission  fW>m  the  President's 
Speech,  vii :  "  faithfully  to  represent,"  &a.] 

If  these,  he  said,  were, all  the  objects  express- 
ed in  his  letters  of  credence — and  if  there  had 
1,  the  President  would  doubtleaa  have 
informed  them  of  it — the  matter  perfectly  Justi- 
fied the  character  he  had  given  of  it. 

He  made  these  obeervatjons,  because  he 
thought  on  an  occasion  like  the  prment,  the 
truth  should  be  made  to  appear,  and  though  an 
insult  had  been  offered  to  this  country,  which 
could  not  ful  to  produce  irritation,  yet  that  ir- 
ritation should  stop  short  of  the  point  where  It 
would  produce  action,  as  he  was  oerttun  any 
itepe  taken  which  might  hazard  the  peace  at 
Lbe  conntry,  would  not  conduce  to  the  welfare 
of  its  oitizens. 

There  was  a  sul^ect,  he  said,  which  seemed  to 
have  involved  itaelf  with  this,  and  of  which  he 
should  take  some  notice,  viz;  a  charge  agwnat 
certain  persona  with  being  attached  to  the 
French  cause.  It  might,  perbapa,  be  the  opin- 
ion of  some  members  of  tnat  House,  more  par- 
ticnlarly  of  strangers,  that  he  was  improperly 


I  immoderate  degree  in  this  country.  He 
had  frequently  heard  insinuatiaDs  of  this  sort, 
which  he  considered  so  grouudlese  as  to  be 
irthy  only  of  contempt ;  bnt  when  charges 
of  this  kind  were  made  in  the  serious  manner  in 
which  they  were  now  brought  forward,  it  was 
necessary  to  call  for  prool  Who,  said  he,  i> 
the  man  who  has  this  proof)  He  knew  of  none. 
For  bb  own  part,  hehadnointercoorse  with  the 
French  bnt  of  the  commonest  kind.  He  wished 
those  who  poeseaaed  proofa  of  improper  conduct 
of  this  kind,  would  come  forward  and  show 
them — show  who  are  the  traitors  of  whom  so 
much  is  said.  He  was  not  afrud  t£  the  imprea- 
sons  any  such  charges  brought  against  him, 
might  make  npon  his  constituents,  or  where  he 
was  known ;  Indeed,  he  had  not  the  arrogance 
to  believe  the  obaraie  was  levelled  aoainat  him, 
thoui^  he  believed  li)  waa  frequently  charged 
with  a  too  great  attaonnent  to  the  French 

When  he  first  oame  into  that  House,  he  found 
theFrendi  embroiled- with  all  their  neighbors, 
who  were  endeavoring  to  tear  them  to  pieces. 
He  knew  what  had  been  the  situation  of  this 
conntry  when  engaged  in  a  dmilar  canse,  and 
was  anxious  for  their  gaoceea.  Was  there  not 
canse  for  anxiety,  when  a  nation,  contending 
fur  the  nglit  of  self -government,  was  thus  at- 
tacked! £^ially  when  it  was  well  known,  that 
ifthepowers  engaged  against  France  hod  proved 
SQCceasfril,  this  conntry  would  have  been  th^ 
next  object.  Had  they  not,  he  asked,  tbe  strong- 
^  proob  (even  the  declarations  of  one  of  the& 
OovemoT«)  Uiat  it  was  the  intention  of  Eng- 
land to  declare  war  agitinat  America,  in  oaie  of 
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the  enccearfiil  tanninatioii  of  the  war  agaiost 
E^imcel  It  redoimded  to  the  honor  of  the  citi- 
zeiM  ot  this  country,  he  said,  that  thof  had 
never  shown  a  disposition  to  embark  in  the 
present,  European  war. 

The  difference,  Mr.  N.  said,  batween  the  Ad- 
dress report«d,  and  the  proposition  he  had 
brought  forward  was  this:  the  former  ap- 
proved all  the  meaanrea  of  the  Eiecntive,  and 
the  latter  recommended  an  inqnirj  relative  to 
the  operation  of  the  British  Treatj.  It  woe 
this  question  npon  which  the  committee  would 
dedde,  and  it  waa  of  importance,  he  aaid,  that 
thej  should  weigh  the  caancs  of  difference  be< 
tween  m  and  the  French  Republic,  and  not  de- 
dde  that  we  are  right,  without  examination, 
becanm,  i^  after  being  brongbt  to  hostility,  we 
■re  obiiged  to  retract,  it  wonld  show  our  former 
folly  and  wantonneae. 

Mr,  If,  Bald  he  would  inquire  into  the  rights 
of  France  as  they  respected  three  principal  enb- 
Jeots,  which  were  more  particularly  causes  of 
oompl^t  between  the  two  countries.  These 
were,  the  right  of  our  vessels  carrying  English 
goods,  the  artide  respecting  contraband  ^oodg, 
and  tiiat  respecting  tte  carrying  of  pronaionB. 
He  knew  no  better  way  to  determine  how  fu- 
we  could  snpport  those  articles  of  the  British 
Treaty,  than  by  extracting  the  arguments  of  our 
own  ministerial  charaolera  in  support  of  these 
measures.  With  respect  to  the  qnestion  of  free 
■hips  making  free  goods,  his  impressions  were 
very  difFerent  from  those  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  He  says,  with  respect  to  the  regulation 
of  fVee  ships  toflking  free  goods,  it  is  not  chang- 
ing a  right  under  the  law  of  nations ;  that  it 
hM  never  been  pretended  to  be  a  right,  and 
that  our  having  agreed  to  it  in  one  instance, 
and  not  in  another,  was  no  Just  cause  of  com- 
plaint by  the  French  Ooremment.  He  advo- 
cates this  transaotioD  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adet 
last  winter.  Mr.  K.  said,  he  knew  not  what 
was  the  ori^n  of  the  law  of  nations  npon  the 
Btiliject ;  he  knew  not  how  It  come  into  exiBt- 
ence;  it  had  never  been  settled  by  any  conven- 
tion of  nations.  Perhaps,  however,  the  point 
now  under  oonridcration  came  as  near  to  a 
fixed  principle,  as  any  other  of  what  are  called 
the  laws  of  nations  ever  did,  as  only  one  nation 
In  Europe  could  be  excepted  from  the  general 
onderstondingof  it.  Mr.  Pickering,  he  thought, 
seemed  not  to  have  ^ven  iull  force  to  this  cir- 
onmstance,  but  seemed  to  have  weakened  the 
evidence.  [He  referred  to  what  Mr,  Pickering 
bod  said  npon  the  sul^ect.]  It  was  Mr.  Picker- 
ing's idea,  that  the  stipulation  of  free  ships 
making  tree  goods,  was  a  mere  temporary  pro- 
vision ;  that  it  was  not  an  article  in  the  ikw  of 
nations,  but  a  new  prindple  introduced  by  the 
contracting  parties.  In  order  to  prove  this  was 
not  the  case,  Mr.  K.  referred  to  the  provisions 
entered  into  by  the  armed  neutrality  of  the 
north  of  Europe;  to  a  treaty  between  Franoe 
and  Spain ;  to  &  note  from  Uie  Ooort  of  Des- 
nisrk;  and  to  the  declaration  of  the  United 
States  tiiemselTes  on  the  suliijeot. 


With  respect  to  contraband  articles,  he  had 
little  to  say.  It  was  asserted  that  the  arLidn 
ipnlated  in  the  British  Treaty  as  contrabsod, 
ere  made  so  by  the  law  of  nations.  Where 
the  doctrine  was  found  he  could  not  say.  It 
had  been  quoted  from  TatUl;  this  antnorily 
might  be  correct ;  but  he  never  found  any  two 
writers  on  this  subject  agree  as  to  this  article. 
In  a  lote  publication  on  the  law  of  nations 
(JfoT-t^n'f)  he  found  it  directly  asserted  that 
naval  stores  were  not  oontraband.  But  be  said, 
if  the  contrary  were  the  taw  of  nationa,  tiiey 
were  bound  to  extend  the  same  privilege  to 
France  which  they  gave  to  England:  thev 
conld  not  have  one  mle  for  the  one  natioD,  and 
a  different  one  for  the  other. 

The  ISth  articjib  of  the  British  Treaty,  re- 
Bpectine  the  carrying  of  provisions,  always 
struck  him  as  a  very  important  one.  It  bod 
heretofore  been  contended  that  this  article  did 
not  go  to  any  provisions  except  such  as  were 
carrying  to  bedeged  or  blockaded  places;  but 
he  believed  the  British  had  constantly  made  it 
a  pretence  for  seizing  provisions  going  to 
France.  Indeed,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  the 
British  Minister  had  publicly  declared  in  the 
Ilouee  of  Oommona,  that  the  proviwons  on 
board  the  vessels  intended  for  the  Quiberoon 
expedition  had  been  supplied  ftom  what  had 
been  captured  in  American  vessels, 

Mr.  N.  contended  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Eiecnttve  of  this  country,  as  iinUisbsd 
in  all  the  public  papers,  and  of  course  Known  to 
the  Government  of  France.  In  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Pinckney  in  1T93,  he  de- 
clares that  there  is  only  one  case  in  which  pro- 
visions are  contraband,  and  shows  the  neceamty 
of  a  neutral  nation  observing  the  same  rules  to- 
wards all  the  powers  at  war.  But,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  the  right  was  oeded  during  the  pre- 
sent war. 

It  was  an  unfortunate  ciroimiBtanoe  againet 
the  neutrality  of  this  oountry,  to  find  a  dootriae 
so  differently  applied  at  different  times.  It  wH 
a  strong  proof  of  the  progresa  of  the  paasom. 
It  might  be  oonsiderea  as  a  fraudulent  thing,  in 
one  instance,  to  give  up  a  right  for  a  compeon- 
tion  to  ourselves. 

Mr.  N.  concluded  with  observing  that  he  had 
gone  over  the  suly'ect,  he  feared,  not  withoat 
being  comndered  tedious  by  the  committee ;  bnt 
he  felt  himself  greatiy  interested  in  the  present 
deoinon.  He  believed  anv  additional  irritation 
in  their  measures  would  place  peace  oat  of  our 
reach.  He  believed,  therefore,  it  was  thar 
buaineee  to  avoid  it.  He  believed  it  would  be 
fbr  the  honor  and  happineee  of  the  oovntij  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  W.  SioTH  said,  as  the  gentleman  Itft  up 
had  taken  a  wide  range  of  ailment,  he  mnrt 
excuse  him  if  he  confined  himself  in  his  reply, 
to  those  parts  of  his  observations  only  which 
appeared  to  him  essentially  to  relate  to  ths 
subject  nnder  consideration. 

He  believed  the  question  waa,  whether  they 
should  alter  the  report  ia  the  manner  propoeed; 
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tfait  ii,  whether  thej  should  itrike  out  wortls 
which  ezpremed  the  senaibility  of  thia  Honse    ' 


S 


it  the  gentletoaa'B  amendojent,  which  he 


If  they  agreed  to  this  amendment,  they  mnst 
BMeemrily  expect  from  the  French  Republic 
fruh  inaolt  uid  a^^reasioQ;  for  It  eeemed  to 
admit  thftt  hitherto  no  isaalt  had   lieen  iu- 


6  tbb  French  from  any  intentional  insults 
tonria  this  coontrj' :  it  even  held  ont  an  idea 
that  the  EzeontJTe  ought  to  offer  some  conce»- 
AmB  to  France,  and  even  desi^ated  the  kind 
of  ooaoeKton.  He  should,  therefore,  withoat 
taking  notice  of  what  the  gentleman  had  s^d 
about  the  political  parties  of  this  country,  or 
what  he'  had  aaid  respecting  himself  pereon- 
iDj,  confine  his  observations  to  the  points  In 


The  first  point  was,  whether  the  conduct  of 
Franoe  was  Justifiable  in  rejecting  onr  Minkter, 
and  Noding  him  from  the  KepnbUo  in  the  man- 
ner they  hsid  donet 

He  tboDght  the  oimmittee  bad  abnndant 
malerialB  before  them  completely  to  reftite  the 
Srat  poposltion ;  and  he  was  surprised,  know- 
ing Uiat  these  docomenta  were  in  the  hands  of 
every  member,  that  the  gentleman  ihnn  Yir- 
gima  oonld  ezp«et  to  impre«a  their  minda  with 
the  idea  that  no  indignity  wbatever  had  been 
cffend  by  the  French  Government  to  thia 
evuulry  in  Uiat  transactdott. 

Mr.  a,  asid,  that  it  appeared  most  clearly  that 
the  French  Directory  intended  to  treat  this 
GorammeDt  with  marked  Indignity ;  for  though 
tbe  gentlemaa  from  Virginia  sagsested  as 
opcmoffl  that  thrir  reftisal  to  receive  Mr.  Rnck- 
ney  was  owing  altogether  to  his  not  being  in- 
vested  with  extraordinary  powers,  tliis  wag 
evidmtly  not  the  case,  as  toe  Directory  had 
been  wdl  informed  as  to  the  character  in 
which  Mr.  linckney  came,  before  they  received 
lot  latter*  <rf  credence,  as  appears  by  the  letter 
of  H.  Delacroix  to  Mr.  Monroe,  styling  Mr. 
Ffadney  his  snooesaor,  and  by  other  docnments 
eonmnnicated  by  the  President,  (wluch  he 
n*d.)  Th«re  was  no  doubt,  then,  with  respect 
to  tfaa  IHreotory  being  w^  aognainted  with 
Ah  duraoter  in  wMoh  Ifr.  ^ncRney  went 
FraiM*,  Tii:  aa  IDnister  Plenipotentiary  or  < 
ili— ij  Mmiater;  hnt,  after  keeping  him  in  sos- 
pcoae  Dear  two  months,  on  the  oay  after  the 
news  arrived  of  Bonaparte's  aucoeasea  In  Italy, 
1m  was  ordered,  by  a  peremptory  mandate,  in 
writing,  to  Imto  tbe  French  Bepnblic.  This 
Buadale  wm  acootnpenied  by  a  circumstance 
vfaicb  was  certainly  Intended  to  convey  an  in- 
Ah;  it  wu  sddreMed  to  him  as  an  An^o- 
imirkta,  b  term,  it  is  trae,  they  someUmes 
md  eo  distisgnlali  Ui^  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Suua  ihMn  lUKMe  of  the  Wert  India  Wanda, 
iK,abm  opinion,  hwe  evidently  dewgned  aa  a 
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term  of  reproach,  as  he  believed  no  other  simi- 
lar instance  could  be  mentioned.  Upon  this 
circumslBnce,  however,  belaid  no  stress;  the 
other  indignities  which  onr  Uinister  hail  re- 
ccived  were  too  great  to  require  any  weight  to 
be  given  to  this  circumstance. 

The  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  had  confined 
the  complaints  of  the  French  Government  to 
three  articks  of  the  British  Treaty ;  though,  if 
tbe  committee  referred  to  tbe  letter  of  Mr.  De- 
lacroix, It  would  be  found  that  they  did  not 
confine  them  within  so  narrow  a  compass. 
They  complain,  first,  of  the  ineiecution  of  treat- 
ies ;  there  are  several  points  of  complaint  rela- 
tive to  that  bead.  2d.  Complaints  against  the 
decrees  of  our  Federal  Courts.  Sd.  Against  the 
law  of  June,  1794 ;  and,  4th.  Agwnst  the  Treaty 
with  Great  Britain.  Yet  tbe  gentleman  con- 
fines himself  altogether  to  the  latter.  And  re- 
ally he  did  not  expect  at  this  time  of  day,  after 
the  snbject  had  been  folly  discnssed,  and  deter- 
mined, and  the  objectiona  refuted  over  and  over 
again,  that  any  gentleman  would  have  endeav- 
ored to  revive  and  prove  their  complaints  on 
this  head  well  founded.  The  three  artiolee 
Ist,  that  free  ships  did  not  make  free 
goods ;  2d,  tiie  contrahand  article ;  and  Sd,  the 
provision  article. 
1.  The  stipnlation  with  respect  to  nenlivl 
issels  not  making  neutral  goods  in  the  British 
Treaty,  was  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations; 
it  only  provided  that  the  law  of  nations  was  to 
be  carried  into  efieot  in  the  maimer  most  con- 
venient for  the  United  States.  But  this  doo- 
trine,  he  said,  was  no  now  thing.  It  had  been 
ackuowledged  most  explicitly  by  Ur.  JefTerson, 
Secretary  of  State.  In  Jnly,  1793,  and  was  so 
declared  to  the  Minister  of  France;  yet  no 
objection  was  made  to  it  imtil  the  Britiah 
Treaty  was  ratified,  though  long  previous  there- 
to I^ench  property  was  captured  on  board  onr 
vessels.  Mr.  JeSerson,  writing  on  this  saljeot 
to  the  French  Minister,  aaid;  "Yon  have  no 
shadow  of  complaint;"  the  thing  was  so  per- 
fectly clear  and  well  understood  by  the  law  of 
nations.  This  happened  aa  long  ago  as  July  or 
August,  1768.  But  two  years  i^rwarda,  when 
tbe  British  Treaty  was  promulgated,  the  whole 
coimtry  was  thrown  into  a  flame  by  admitting 
this  very  same  doctrine.  Frau(»  herself  had 
always  acted  under  this  law  of  nations,  when 
not  reatrained  by  treaty :  in  Valm't  Ordinauces 
of  France  this  clearly  appears.  The  armed 
nentraU^  was  confined  to  the  then  eiistiag 
war ;  Rnasia  herself,  tbe  creator  of  the  armed 
neutrality,  entered  iuto  a  compact  with  Eng- 
land, in  I76S,  eipresaly  contravening  its  prin- 
(uplea.  The  prinomle  was  then  not  eetablished 
by  onr  Treaty  with  England;  but  such  being 
the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  it  was  merely 
stipulated  that  it  should  be  exercised  in  the 
maimer  least  ii^arions  to  oa. 

2.  The  next  article  of  compliunt  was  with  re- 
spect to  contraband  good&  If  gentlemen  will 
consult  the  law  of  nations,  they  will  13nd  that 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  British  Treaty  ar« 
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bfllielawof  D&tiODHCOQtrabaDd  articlea.  The? 
will  find  diAt  in  &11  tlie  treatiee  with  Demnark 
and  Sweden,  Great  Britain  bod  made  the  ftame 
etipnliLtioiL  Indeed,  the  gentleman  had  ac- 
knowledged that  it  was  bo  stated  by  some 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations;  bat  he  wished 
to  derogate  from  the  aathoritj  of  those  writers, 
in  tiie  same  wav  as  Mr.  Genet,  in  bis  coire- 
nmndence  with  Mr.  JefiersoD,  had  called  them 
"worm-eaten  folios  and  mnst;  aphorisms ;"  to 
Vattel  might  Iw  added  Valiant  Ordinanoea,  a 
rerj  reepeotable  work  fn  France.  How,  then, 
nn  the  gentleman  with  truth  mj  that  we  have 
deviated  frtnn  the  law  of  nations! 

S.  The  last  point  which  the  gentleman  took 
notioeof  was  the  proviaion  article.  There  waa 
no  doubt  that  thu  Government  wonld  never 
allow  provisions  to  be  deemed  contrabsnd,  ex- 
cept when  going  to  a  besieged  or  blockaded 
port.  Though  he  made  this  deolaratjon,  yet  it 
was  bat  candid  to  acknowledge  that  this  was 
stated  by  Vattel  to  be  the  law  of  natioas.  [He 
nnd  an  extract  from  Vatul.} 

When  this  was  stated  by  Lord  QrenvHIe  to 
Mr.  ^noknev,  our  then  lljnuiteT  in  London,  Ur. 
Pinckney  acEnowledged  It  to  be  so  stated  in 
Vattel,  but  very  ingenionsly  ai^ed  that  France 
ooold  not  be  oonrioered  as  m  the  situation  men- 
tioned In  VatUl,  since  provisions  were  cheaper 
there  than  Ihej  were  In  Ikigland,  and  therefbre 
the  case  did  not  f^iply.  '^en  oar  Envoy  was 
sent  to  London,  botn  portiea  were  tenscions  on 
this  gronnd.  Onr  IDnist^r  was  anwilling  ti 
agree  to  this  constrnctlon  of  the  law  of  nations : 
bnt  the  British  Uhuster  insisted  npoa  it,  and  if 
there  had  not  been  some  oompromiae,  the  nego- 
tiation most  have  been  broken  oS,  and  a  war 
in«1>abl^  ensaed.  The  result  was,  therefore, 
that,  withont  admitting  it  to  l>e  the  law  of  na- 
tions, it  was  agreed  th^  where  provisions  were 
oontraband  by  the  law  of  nadons,  they  shooid 
be  paid  for,  oat  not  oonflscsted,  as  the  law    ' 


was  secored  to  fiance,  for  ff  Great  Britain  had 
oonflfloated  our  veeads  going  to  France  with 
provistons,  it  wonld  oert^nly  have  damped  the 
ardor  of  onr  ottltena  employed  in  that  oom- 
meroe ;  bnt  under  this  regnlaQon  onr  merchants 
were  oert^  of  bdng  paid  for  thdr  cargoes, 
whether  they  arrived  in  France  or  were  carried 
into  England.  These  were  the  three  nvnnds 
of  objeoaon  wldch  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  stated  as  gronnds  of  comphunt  by  the 
EVenoh  agdnat  the  British  Treaty. 

Be^>n  he  went  ftulher,  he  wonld  obaerve 
tha^  admitting  (which  he  did  not  admit)  that 
there  had  been  aoUd  groondi  of  o^ection  against 
the  British  Treaty,  before  it  waa  ratified  yet 
they  oo^t  now  to  ha  dosed.  It  had  received 
aftdldiBoasrionatthetime;  it  had  been  canned 
into  e^ot,  was  become  the  law  of  Uie  land,  and 
was  generaUy  approved  of  by  the  oonntry. 
Why,  then,  endeavor  to  stir  np  the  feelings  of 
the  pnUio  against  it  by  all^tng  it  to  he  Jast 
canae  of  oomplaintt    If  the  oonunittee  wanted 


Stbered  Ihim  the  general  qiprobation  wtuch 
d  been  given  of  the  admioistratifm  of  the  lata 
President  on  his  retirement  ftom  office,  in  doing 
which  the  people  had  doabtloss  taken  into  view 
the  whole  of  bis  oondnot.  Nor  did  he  tlunk 
the  people  had  shown  any  bostility  to  the  Treaty 
in  tj^eir  late  election  of  members  to  that  House. 
Indeed,  he  believed  that  the  ^tprobation  wbidi 
tlie  Treaty  received  increased  in  proportaon  as 
the  subject  came  to  be  nnderstood. 

Admitting  further,  that  the  Trea^  had 
changed  the  existing  state  of  things  between 
Great  Brittun  and  Fruice,  by  havSig  granted 
commercial  favors  to  Great  Britain;  by  the 
2d  article  of  oar  treaty  with  France,  the  same 
favors  would  immediately  attach  to  France,  so 
that  she  coold  have  no  reason  to  oomplun  on 
that  groond.  Indeed  France  had  herself  new 
modified  the  treaty  between  that  oonntry  and 
this,  and  had  taken  to  herself  what  she  deemed 
to  be  the  &vors  granted  to  Great  Britun.  [Mr. 
S.  read  the  decree  4m  this  sabjeot  of  9d  lurch 
last] 

lix.  S.  etudj  he  believed  he  had  examined  all 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  fromVii- 
fpio,  relative  to  the  Treaty,  which  wera  essen- 
tial to  the  subject  under  oonnderatimu  He  did 
not  wish  to  go  mnoh  &rtber  mi  the  prewit 
occasion,  because  be  agreed  witii  him,  that  it 
was  proper  they  should  Keep  thcmsdves  aaood 
and  calm  as  the  natnre  of  the  oase  wonld  ad- 
mit ;  but  he  thoa^t  whilst  so  mnch  deference 
waa  paid  to  the  feeUngs  of  France,  some  re- 
spect ought  to  be  pud  to  the  fedings  of  Amer- 
ica. He  hoped  the  people  of  Anwrioa  wonld 
retain  a  proper  respect  and  oonoderation  for 
their  nations]  character ;  and  however  earnestly 
he  wished  that  the  differences  sabaisting  bi- 
tween  the  two  countries  might  be  amicably  set- 
tled, yet,  he  trusted  that  our  national  dignity 
womd  never  be  at  so  low  an  ebb  as  to  sabmit 
to  the  insalta  and  indignities  of  anj  nation 
whatever.  In  saying  this,  he  expressed  his 
hearty  wish  to  keep  the  door  of  negotiatian 
with  France  nnclosed ;  bnt  at  the  same  tame  ha 
strongly  recommended  to  take  every  neoessary 
st«p  to  plsoe  us  In  a  sitoation  to  defend  our- 
selves, provided  she  should  still  perrist  In  hw 


■^i 


I.  said,  as  he  knew  indecent  and  hanh 
langoage  always  recoiled  upon  thoae  who  used 
it,  ha  did  not ^sh  to  adopt  it;  bnt,  at  thesama 
time,  It  was  doe  to  ourselves  to  express  our 
feeliogs  with  a  pro^  d^ree  of  strength  and 
spirit.  He  was  not  m  the  habit  of  ^noting  any 
thing  from  V.  Genet,  bat  there  wns  one  ez- 
presmon  of  his  which  he  thou^t  oontained  good 
advice,  "  all  this  aoooounodatitMi  and  hnnifll^t 
aQ  this  condeecenidon  attains  no  end." 

After  the  gentleman  from'^rginia  hnd  dwelt 
soffioieutly  upon  the  damrer  <u  irritating  the 
EVenoh,  he  had  omphatloiSf  called  open  ns  to 
leoolleot  our  "weakness."  It  might  nave  been 
iRBWellifbahadlQfttbatto  have  bean  di» 
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I   certain  w&v  of   provokiDg   war    than 
iDotbcVf  it  wafl  thftt  of  proclaimiitg  our  own 


Hb  bcqwd  enoh  ft  language  would  now  be 
Bcken  aa  woold  make  Imown  to  &e  Freoch 
QoTcniment  that  the  Ooverament  and  people 
U  tbii  eonntry  were  one,  and  that  thej  wonld 
npti  any  attempt  to  gain  on  inflnenoe  over  our 
Coaodb  and  GOTeniraeat.  The  gentleman  had 
■dd  that  there  did  not  i^jpear  to  be.  any  destgn 
of  this  Idod,  and  had  endeaTored  to  do  away 
what  WH  stated  m  the  opinion  in  France, ' 
Gcoenl  FittokD^'s  letter.  He  did  not  mean 
net  this  altogether  apon  the  reports  of  an  ei 
grant,  whom  Goieral  Hncknej  mentions  as 
having  leprewDted  this  oonntry  divided,  and  of 
ao  greMw  oonaeqnenee  than  Genoa  or  Geneva, 
hat  ha  took  the  whole  iofbrmation  Into  viei- 
[He  read  the  extract  relative  to  this  subject.] 
It  was  evident,  Hi.  8.  said,  from  thia  info 
nation  from  France,  that  an  opinion  had  been 
iodDstriooaly  drcniated  there  liiat  the  GoTem- 
meat  aod  peofde  of  this  oonntiy  were  divided ; 
that  the  £zeoiitiTewase(»mptand  did  not  pnr- 
■oe  tlte  interests  of  the  people;  and  that  they 
mi^t,  by  peraeveranoe,  overtorn  the  AdminiS' 
tntkxi,  and  inlrodnoe  a  new  order  of  tbinge. 
Waa  not  sacb  an  opinion  of  things,  he  asked, 
calculated  to  induce  Franoe  to  believe  that  she 
mi^t  make  her  own  terms  with  ust  It 
w^  known  what  the  French  wished,  and  it 
waa  time  to  declare  it  phunly.  Hie  opinion  was 
that  they  dodgned  to  rain  the  oommerce  of 
Great  Britain  tliroogh  us.  This  waa  evident 
Th*y  talk  of  the  British  Treaty;  bnt  they  snf- 
fcred  it  to  lie  dmrnant  for  near  twelve  months, 
witboot  etxupluning  abont  it.  Why  were  they 
dent  till  witbin  a  few  we^  before  the  election 
of  o«r  President?  Why  did  they  commit  spoU- 
StioDS  upon  our  oommerce  long  before  the  Brit- 
iab  Treaty  was  ever  dreamt  oft  Their  fint 
dccreCf  Erecting  spoliations  of  onr  property,  and 
the  Gsptnreof  onr  provimon  ahips,  n'  -  ^'-- 
9tli  of  Mn',  1793,  a  month  before  the  . 
crdcT  of  Great  Britun,  whioh  wea  dated  Jnoe- 
8,  IT93 ;  and  wh^  have  thej,  from  that  time  to 
thi^  bea  oonmutting  spoliations  on  onr  com- 
ntfcel  The  British  Treaty  waipablished  in 
Paris  in  Angnst,  1706 ;  a  year  after,  in  Joly, 
inn,  tbey  determine  to  treat  ns  in  the  earns 
-war  llkat  we  eaBa  other  nationB  to  trest  na, 
and  this  decree  was  not  made  known  to  onr 
Gorerament  till  the  October  following,  a  few 
weeks  be&>re  the  election  of  Freddent. 

Bat  this  was  not  all ;  the  French  had  pnrsaed 
aiaular  meMorea  towards  all  the  other  nentral 
Mwera.  Sweden,  in  conseqoenoe,  had 
War  in  their  coontry,  and  waa  on  the  _ 
nytoire.  The  intentioD  of  the  French  evidently 
waa,  to  compel  all  the  nentral  powers  to  deetroy 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain;  bnt  he  tmsted 
thk  flDootrT  had  more  mirit  than  to  suffer  her- 
Vol  IL~9 


self  to  be  thns  forced  to  ^ve  np  her  at 

with  Great  Brit^;    he  trusted  they  would 

spnm  any  gnoh  idea. 

Ifr.  8.  hoped  the  observations  whioh  ha  had 
made  would  not  be  construed  into  a  wiah  to  see 
the  United  States  and  France  involved  in  a  war. 
o  objection  to  snch  measures  being 
taken  for  preserving  peace  between  the  two 
oonntriee  as  should  be  consistent  with  national 
honor.  It  was  a  delicate  thing  for  them  to 
snggest  what  the  Execntive  onght  to  do.  It 
was  out  of  their  province  to  direct  him.  The 
Exeeative  had  varioos  conaiderationB  to  take 
into  view.  We  had  injnrfee  to  complun  of 
against  France,  for  the  spoliations  committed 
□pon  onr  commerce.  If  the  Ezecntive  con- 
ceive we  have  a  risht  to  redress,  that  subject 
will  of  course  constitute  a  part  of  onr  Envoy's 
instrnctions.  Would  it  then  be  proper,  siud  he, 
tor  this  EoQse  to  interfere  with  the  Executive, 
to  obtmde  ita  opinion  and  say,  "You  must 
give  np  this  poLat;  we  take  upon  ns  (without 
any  anthority  by  the  constitntion)  to  give  eofte 
blanche  to  fiance,  without  any  indenmification 

'  redress." 

The  gentleman  says  it  is  the  object  of  the 
amendment  on  the  table  to  recommend  to  the 
Executive  to  remove  any  inequalities  in  the 
treaties ;  that  was  aloao  suffloiont  to  vote  it  out. 

There  had  been  no  period  since  the  Revoln- 
tioa  which  had  so  powerflilly  called  on  Ameri- 
cans for  that  fortitude  and  insdom  which  they 
knew  so  well  how  to  display  in  great  and  sol' 
rgencies.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
oSend  any  one  by  etatJug  the  qoestioa  in  such 
strong  terms :  bnt  he  was  persuaded  that  when 
the  present  sitnation  of  onr  afiy™  with  respect 
to  France  waa  well  nnderstood,  it  would  be 
fonnd  that  to  aoqiiiesoe  in  her  present  demands 
was  virtually  and  essentially  to  surrender  onr 
self-govermnent  and  independence. 

TnsSDAT,  Hay  38. 
Two  other  membera,  to  wit :  from  North  Car- 
olina, JosBPB  IfcDowBLL,  and  from  Virginia, 
JoeuH  Fabkkb,  appeared,  poduced  th^  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


Antieer  to  the  Preiideitffi  Sptteh, 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Ur.  Dsnt  hi  the  obdr,  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Niobolab  to  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  in  answer  to  the  Fred- 
dent's  Speech, 

Mr.  FBEEKAir  first  rose.  He  observed,  that 
_.  bia  observations  on  the  sutfjeot  before  the 
committee,  amid  the  conflicting  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen whom  he  respeoted,  he  did  not  mean  to 
express  his  own  either  with  confldenee  or  with 
zeaL  Though  one  of  the  committee  that  bad 
reported  the  Address,  be  oould  not  approve  it 
in  toto.  He  had  two  principal  objections  to  it. 
First,  to  that  part  which  went  to  an  unequivo- 
cal iqjprobation  of  all  the  measures  of  the  Ex- 
ocntive  respecting  onr  foreigu  relations;  and, 
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necoridly,  to  that  part  which  contained  eipres- 
Nona  of  resentment  and  indignation  towarda 
France.  In  framing  an  answer  to  the  Freai' 
dont,  ho  conceived  the  committee  shonld  have 
refrained  from  expressing  an  QDqaalified  appro- 
bation  of  ell  the  mosBiires  of  the  Eieoative. 
To  omit  it  would  not  imply  oensare,  Bj  intro- 
dnciiig  it,  it  forced  all  thoae  who  entertain  even 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  any  one  Exeontive 
measure  to  vote  against  the  Address. 

The  principal  causes  of  the  iiritatjon  on  the 
part  of  France,  insiatod  npon  hi  the  Answer,  were 
the  rejection  of  onr  Miuiater,  and  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  Speech  of  the  President  of  the 
Directory  to  our  late  Uinister.  K  gentlemen 
would  look  into  the  docnments  laid  before  the 
House  by  the  President,  he  was  confident  they 
would  find  tbe  true  reason  for  the  refusal  to  re- 
ceive our  Minister.  He  came  only  as  an  ordina- 
ry Minister,  witbont  any  power  to  propose  such 
modifications  as  might  lead  to  an  accommoda- 
tiun,  and  when  tbe  Directory  discovered  this 
from  his  credentials  they  retnaed  him.  In  an- 
swer to  t Ill's  >t  ^^  heea  urged  that  U.  Dela- 
croix, iCnister  of  Foreign  Aflurs,  from  the  first, 
weU  knew  that  Hr.  Pinckney  was  only  the  anc- 
cessor  to  Mr.  Uonroe,  and  that  his  coming  in 
that  qnslity  was  not  the  reason  why  the  French 
refosed  to  receive  him.  Hr.  F.  referred  to  the 
documents  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
Hones  on  this  snbject,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  secretary  of  M.  Delacroix  bad  suggests 
ed  B  reason  for  the  apparent  change  of  opinion 
on  the  snl^ect  of  receiving  Mr.  Pinckney.  Sup- 
pose, the  secretary  observed,  that  M.  Delacroix 
bad  made  a  mist^e  at  first  in  the  intentions  of 
the  Directory,  was  that  mistake  to  be  binding 
on  tlie  Directory  t 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  onderstood  to  connder 
the  conduct  of  the  French  as  perfectly  jnstifi- 
able ;  but  be  coald  not  conoeive  that  it  was 
each  as  to  Justify,  on  our  part,  irritating  or 
violent  measnres.  As  to  the  Speech  of  the 
President  of  the  Directory,  he  oonld  not  sa; 
much  on  it  he  did  not  perfectly  understand  it. 
As  ^  BB  he  did,  he  oonndered  it  a  childish 
gasconade,  not  to  be  Imitated,  and  below  re- 
sentment. [He  read  part  of  it].  It  was  cer- 
tainly arrogant  in  bim  to  say  that  we  owed  our 
liberty  to  their  exertions.  But  if  the  French 
could  derive  any  satisfaction  from  anch  vain 
boasting  he  had  no  objection  to  their  enjoying 
it.  There  was  another  part  of  the  Speech  that 
had  been  considered  as  much  more  obnoxions. 
It  was  said  to  breathe  a  design  to  separate  the 
people  here  from  tbeir  Government  The  part 
allnded  to  was  no  more  than  an  expression 
of  affection  for  the  people;  he  ooold  see 
nothiug  in  this  irritating  or  insolting;  it  was 
a  mode  of  expression  which  they  used  as  to 
themselves,  and  by  which  they  wialied  to  con- 
vey their  affection  for  the  whole  nation.  The 
term  people,  certdnly  included  tbe  Govern- 
ment, and  could  not  with  propriety,  therefore, 
be  said  to  separate  the  people  from  itl 

An  idea  had  been  thrown  oat  by  the  gentle- 


from  Sonth  Oarolin 
generally  approved  o 
inferred  it  from  the  fitte  of  the  late  elecdona 
For  his  part  he  could  see  no  great  alteraliou  to 
have  been  oroduced  by  the  late  elections;  and 
if  there  haa  been  it  would  not  have  been  an 
evidence  to  bis  mind  that  the  people  qtproved 
of  the  British  Treaty.  He  believed,  for  hw 
part,  that  the  opinions  of  a  great  m^ori^  of 
the  people  had  been  nniiiMTaly  avenetoit;  tuA 
those  who  advo<»ted  it  were  hy  this  tune 
nearly  dck  of  it  It  was  true  a  spirit  was 
aroused  by  the  cry  of  war  at  the  time  the  sab- 
Ject  of  appropriation  was  pending,  that  pro- 
dnced  petitions,  not  approving  however  of  ths 
stipulations  of  the  treaty,  but  asking  that  it 
might  be  carried  into  effect  unce  it  hsd  reached 
BO  late  a  stage. 

Another  engine,  he  observed,  had  been  wield- 
ed with  smgnlar  dexterity.  Moch  had  been 
effected  by  the  use,  or  rather  abuse,  of  Ihs 
terms  federalist  and  anti-federalist,  federalisoi 
and  anti-federalism.  When  the  Federal  Ooa- 
stitntion  was  submitted  to  tbe  people,  to  ^>- 
prove  it,  and  endeavor  to  procure  itsratificitiMI, 
it  was  federalism.  Afterwards,  when  the  Gov- 
emment  was  organised  and  in  operation,  to 
approve  every  measnre  of  the  Executive  end 
support  every  propomtion  fhim  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  was  federalism;  and  ihoae 
who  entertained  even  double  of  tb^  propria, 
though  they  had  been  instrumental  m  procnri 
ing  tbe  adoption  of  the  oonstitntion,  were  called 
anti-federalists.  In  I7M  to  be  opposed  to 
Madison's  proportions,  the  resolution  for  tbe 
sequestration  of  the  British  debts,  and  the  nss- 
lation  prohibiting  all  interoonrse  with  Great 
Britun,  was  federalism.  In  1796  it  was  fede- 
ralism to  advocate  the  British  Treaty ;  and  oov 
he  presumed  that  it  would  be  federalism  to 
snpport  tlie  report  of  the  committee  and  hi^ 
toned  measnres  with  respect  to  France.  In 
I7eS  he  acknowledged  that  federalism  ssenmed 
a  very  different  attitude  from  what  it  hsd  on 
the  preeent  occasion  ;  it  waa  then  the  ittitsde 
of  meekness,  of  hnmanity,  and    supplication 


The  men  who  exclu^vcjv  styled  themselvM 
federalists,  oould  only  deplore  with  uiuviiUag 
righs  the  impotence  of  their  country,  and  throv 


it  npon  tbe  benevolence  and  magnaDimit;r  "^ 
the  British  Monarch.  Tbeir  pertamd  imagina- 
tions oonld  even  then  see  our  dties  sacked  sod 
bnmt  and  onr  dtitens  slan^itered.  On  the 
frontier  they  beard  the  war-hoop,  and  Uw 
groans  of  helpless  women  and  chtldren,  Ibe 
tortured  victims  of  savage  vengeance.  No* 
we  are  at  onoe  risen  from  yonth  to  manhood, 
and  are  ready  to  meet  the  bau^t;  itepoblioof 
France  animated  with  enthnsiasni  and  flnshed 
with  Tiotory.  Mr.  F.  observed,  that  be  rejoiced 
however  that  genUemen  adopted  a  balder  Un- 
gnage  on  this  than  bad  been  nsed  on  the  forma 
occofflon.  He  felt  his  foil  shame  in  the  national 
degradation  of  that  moment  He  was  in  fovor 
of  firm  language ;  but  he  wonld  distinguish  be- 
tween the   Inngoage  of  manly   firmness  tad 
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that  of  ehiUiah  petnlAnoe  or  ridionloiiB  bom- 

Mr.  Oribwois  etui,  if  he  nnderatood  the  state 
«f  Ibe  bodneM,  Qie  qneetion  ma,  whelber  the 
ecnuniUee  woud  agree  to  the  Bmeodmeat  pro- 
poMd  br  the  gentluuan  from  Virginia  I  If  it 
wmtMiwri  aentimatila  aooordaat  to  the  feelings 
d  tke  oonumttee,  it  would  of  oonrse  he  adopt- 
ed; if  not,  it  would  donbtlen  be  r^ected. 

He  nppoaed  it  would  form  on  ol^jeotion  to 
tins  amendment,  if  it  wwe  foutd  to  be  inoon- 
■steat  with  the  other  parts  of  the  report  He 
bdiered  this  to  be  the  case;  hat  he  would  not 
make  olfJeotitHia  to  it  on  thia  groond.  He  wonld 
examine  the  paragr^>h  Uaui,  and  see  whether 
it  Mtttained  aentiments  in  milaon  with  those  of 
tbecMomittee.  He  believed  this  would  not  be 
fcimd  to  be  tlie  caae,  and  that  when  the  oom- 
nittea  had  taken  a  new  of  it^  it  would  be  re- 
iected. 

U  he  nndentood  the  propodtioo,  it  contained 
three  distinot  principles,  vii : 

1.  To  nuke  a  oew  apology  for  the  oondnot  of 
the  French  Govemment  towards  thia  coontry. 

3.  That  the  House  of  RepreeentativeB  shall 
taUrfere  with  and  dictate  to  the  Execntive  in 
n^eet  to  what  ooneeariona  on^t  to  be  made 
to  tiM  f>«a>eh  Bepablie. 

S.  It  depuids  apon  the  spirit  of  oonoiliatioD 
<a  the  part  of  Franoe  for  an  a^oslment  of 
the  diflereooeB  a^inting  betwe^  the  two  Oot- 

The  apokOT,  he  s^d,  waa  a  new  one,  and 
ooe  which  the  Freoeh  had  not  thonght  of 
Biating  for  themaelves ;  for  they  tell  ns,  ea  it 
Mfftars  from  Ur.  Piaofcnej's  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tin of  StatCk  "they  will  not  acknowledge  or 
reoeive  anotner  Minister  Plenipotentiary  fh>m 
the  United  Btatea,  until  after  the  redres  of  the 
griennoea  demanded  of  the  American  Oovem- 
lataat,  and  which  the  Frenoh  Repablio  haa  a 
ri^it  to  expect  from  It."  We  say  (or  rather  the 
gendanun  from  Virginia  says  in  hia  amendment) 
Ibe;  r^eotad  oar  Knister  because  he  had  not 
poirer  eaoaA ;  UierriDre,  fbr  the  apology  now 
made  for  the  Frenoh  GoTeniment  they  were 
indebted  to  the  ingennity  of  the  moTer. 

Sow,  01^  Ur.  0^1  do  not  wish  that  the  House 
of  BepreagitatiTea  ahonld  nndertake  1«  make 
■pidagiee  for  ^b6  oondoot  of  the  Frenoh  G^r- 
cnuncot  towarda  this.  It  was  tree  they  needed 
aptdegf  •  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  proper  for 
na  to  msice  it  for  them.  Fnrther,  as  tliia  apolo- 
gy waa  not  miade  by  themselves,  bnt  wholly 
dl&rent  from  their  own  aasertioQ«,  it  was  not 
likely  that  they  wonhl  &11  into  it.  They  say, 
'^Fttmie  09  to  sell  onr  privateers  in  yonr  ports ; 
aund  treaties  and  repeal  law^  and  then  we 
«iQ  tell  jott  on  what  terms  we  will  reoeive  Mr. 
Waikaej,  and  peace  from^oa."  After  tUa  de- 
{fantio^hedia  not  think  It  would  be  proper  to 
ttopt  any  new  aipolt^  fbr  them.  He  there- 
in mmcaed,  that  so  far  as  this  proposition 
*wJ  a  new  spologT  tor  the  Frenoh  Republic, 
ilanUofft  meet  -with  the  approbation  <^  the 


The  neit  propoeition  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment was,  that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
Aoold  interfere  with  the  Executive  power  of 
this  country,  aud  dictate  to  it  what  sort  of  Bt«ps 
shonld  he  tsken  towards  reoonciling  the  Frendi 
Government,  He  asked  whether  this  was  con- 
sonant to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  t 
Whether  the  oonstitntion  had  not  delegated  the 
power  of  "laUng  treaties  to  other  hranohes  of 
the  Government*  He  believed  it  had,  and 
that  therefore  we  had  no  right  to  dictate  to  the 
Eiecative  what  ahonld  or  what  should  not  be 
done  with  respect  to  preeent  dispntca  with  the 
Frenoh  Government.  On  thia  ground,  there- 
fore, he  oonsidered  it  as  improper. 

In  the  next  place,  the  amendment  contained 
another  proposition,  viz :  that  we  rely  npon  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  on  the  part  of  fVance  for 
an  aooommodation  of  difibrenoes.  And,  said  Hr, 
G-  do  we  really  rely  upon  this  I  Have  we  Uoh 
evidence  as  ahonld  incline  na  to  rely  upon  it  f 
Have  the  Frenoh  Qovemment  eippeaed  any 
inclination  to  setUe  the  difibrencee  subdsting 
between  them  and  nat  The  commnnications 
which  were  recdvad  from  the  Supremo  Execu- 
tive, do  not  bear  thia  complexion.  The  oom- 
mniiication  from  the  Frenoh  Mimster  to  this 
Execntive  does  not  wear  it.  Our  proclamations 
are  called  mtidiou*;  onr  Uinister  is  insulted 
and  rejected ;  and  attempta  are  made  t&divide 
the  people  of  this  oonntry  from  their  Govern- 
ment lathis  oonaUiationt  Doee  it  not  rather 
appear  ea  if  they  intended  to  alienate  the  affeo- 
tiona  of  the  people  from  their  Government,  in 
order  to  effect  their  own  views  t  He  waa  con- 
vinced it  did,  and  that  they  oonid  not  rely  npon 
a  spirit  of  conciliation  in  them.  For  Ma  own 
part,  he  did  not  rely  upon  it;  he  relied  npon 
this  oonntry  being  able  to  convince  the  worid 
that  we  are  not  o  divided  people ;  that  we  will 
not  williuffly  abandon  our  Government.  When 
the  Fnadi  shall  be  oonvinoed  of  this,  they  will 
not  treat  ns  with  in^gnity.  Therefbre,  he 
trusted,  as  the  proposed  amendment  did  not 
contain  such  sentiments  as  were  likely  to  accord 
with  the  feelings  of  the  committee,  that  it  would 
be  r^ected. 

Ur.  GiLxs  Bud  the  subject  under  disonsdon 
waa  a  very  important  one.  It  appeared  to  him, 
fh>m  various  documents,  that  all  tne  atepa  taken 
by  the  Executive  had  a  view  to  an  eventual  ap- 
peal to  arms,  which  it  was  his  wish  (as  it  was 
the  wish  of  many  in  that  House)  to  avoid. 
It  was  proper,  therefore,  that  the  olashhig 
opinions  shcnild  be  disonssed.  If  tlie  propoei- 
tion  brought  forward  for  this  purpose  waa  not 
snffloiantly  simple  and  explicit,  he  wished  it 
might  be  made  more  »o.  For  he. believed  the 
queation  to  be,  whether  the  committee  l>e  pre- 
pared to  pass  a  vote,  approving  of  the  whole 
course  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  or 
whether  France  shonld  be  put  npon  the  same 
grwnnd  with  the  other  belligerent  powers.  That 
she  is  at  present  npon  the  same  footing,  no  gen- 
tleman had  attempted  to  show.  Gentlemen  who 
wish  to  get  rid  of  this  ground,  say  this  is  a  thing 
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which  Ehoold  be  left;  to  the  Exeontive.  He 
thought  it  was,  however,  b  proper  Hnljject  for 
their  diBCussion ;  for  whatever  power  the  Ez- 
eontive  bad  with  respect  to  making  of  treatiee, 
that  House  had  the  means  of  checking  that 
power.  Suppose,  sud  Mr.  Q.,  I  were  on  this 
occaBioa  called  upon  to  tax  mj  land,  was  it  not 
ueoessarj  I  flhovld  inqnire  into  the  gabject,  and 
endeavor  to  avoid  a  measnre  which  would  pro- 
babl;  prove  a  serions  drain  upon  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  country  t  He  was  unwilling  to 
liave  his  land  toied  for  the  purpoge  of  anpport- 
,  ing  ■  war  on  this  ptindple.  It  was  evident 
that  the  French  took  one  ground  in  this  disputa, 
and  Uie  United  States  another,  and  whilst  this 
oontinaed  to  be  the  oaae,  no  negotiation  woold 
have  any  effect.  Indeed,  said  he,  it  is  war ;  and 
if  the  measnre  propoeed  was  taken,  we  make 
war  if  we  do  not  declare  it 

Ur,  Baldwin  said,  ne  had  taken  tiie  liberty 
to  express  hia  concern  several  years  ago,  that 
this  custom  of  answering  the  FsEsuiBnT'e  Speech, 
which  was  but  a  mere  piece  of  public  ceremMiy, 
aliould  call  Dp  and  demand  expressions  of  opin- 
ion on  all  the  important  business  of  the  session, 
while  the  members  were  yet  standing  with  their 
bats  in  their  bands,  in  the  attitade  of  reoeiviog 
the  commnnioatioDS,  and  hod  not  yet  read  or 
opened  the  papers  which  were  the  gronnd  of 
their  being  called  together.  It  applied  very 
strongly  In  this  instance,  as  this  was  a  new 
Oongresa,  and  a  greater  proportion  than  com- 
mon of  new  members ;  he  thonght  it  an  un- 
favorable attitude  in  whioh  to  be  harried  into 
the  veiT  midst  of  things,  and  to  antidpale  busi- 
ness of  such  vast  importance  to  the  conntry, 
before  they  had  time  to  attend  to  the  informa- 
tion which  had  been  submitted  to  them.  He 
tmated  some  fit  occa^on  would  before  long  be 
found  to  disencumber  themselves  of  a  ceremo- 
ny, new  in  this  country,  whioh  tended  only  to 
evil  and  to  increasing  embarrassments.  He 
oboerved  that  it  was  nnder  the  inflnenoe  of 
theee  impretetooe,  he  had  made  it  a  rnle  to 
himself,  for  many  sessions,  to  vote  for  those 
amendments  and  those  propositioiu  in  the  Ad- 
dress which  were  most  delphio  and  ambignona, 
and  wUle  they  were  respectfb]  to  the  Pimi- 
DIKT,  left  the  House  unpledged  and  open  to 
take  np  the  btwinese  of  the  session  ea  it  pre- 
sented itself  in  ita  ordinary  coarse.  It  was  on 
this  ground  he  shonld  vote  fbr  the  amendment 
now  under  condderation. 

Ur.  RuTLiDSK  said,  when  the  report  of  the 
committee  should  be  t>efore  them,  be  ahonld  have 
some  remarks  to  make  upon  it ;  but  at  present 
be  should  offer  only  a  few  observationa  npon 
the  proposed  amendment 

He  Bud  he  had  strong  objections  to  the 
amendment ;  but  one  so  strong  that  he  need  not 
urge  any  other:  it  was,  that  in  agreeing  to  it 
they  should  dictate  to  the  Executive,  which  he 
believed  would  be  infringing  upon  tee  Execu- 
tive power.  Aa  it  was  his  peculiar  dnt^  to  gire 
instructions  to  Uinistera,  it  would  be  miproper 
ia  thun  to  saj  what  dioold  be  the  instrnotiona 


pven  to  a  Minister ;  but  if  it  were  not  so,  he 
should  not  vote  for  those  of  the  gentleman  tnm 
Virginia. 

In  the  instniotions  of  a  Minister,  it  was  u«nal 
to  comprise  a  variety  of  propositions.  Oertaiu 
things  were  first  to  be  proposed;  if  tb«ee  could 
not  be  obtained,  be  was  inatmoted  to  come  for* 
ward  with  something  else,  and  if  this  could  not 
be  got,  he  went  on  to  bis  ultimatum.  But,  if 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
were  to  obtain,  his  instructions  would  be  pub- 
licly  known.  In  vun  would  it  be  for  him  to 
offer  this  or  that,  tbey  will  say  the  House  of 
Benresentativee  has  directed  you  what  to  do, 
ana  we  will  not  agree  to  ai^  uiing  else.  This 
wonld  be  contrary  to  all  diplomatie  proceed- 
ings; for  that  reason  he  should  be  opposed  to 
the  House  saying  what  should  be  his  instnio- 
tjons.  Indeed,  if  it  were  nsoal,  be  shonld  be 
against  it  in  this  instance,  as  he  believed  it 
wouldenccucageanextravagantdemand.  What, 
said  be,  have  they  aud  to  our  Minister— or 
rather  to  the  person  who  was  formerly  our 
Minister,  but  wno  then  had  no  power!  They 
told  him  to  go  away;  tbey  had  nothing  to  ssy 
to  him :  they  would  receive  no  more  Mintgter* 
fh>m  the  United  Statee  until  their  grievsnce) 
were  redressed.  This  country  is  charged  viita 
countenancing  an  inequality  of  treaties.  Tbs 
French  have  sud,  re^^ss  our  grievanoce  iu  a 
certdn  way.  But  said  Mr.  B.,  if  we  do  thiij 
we  shall  put  ourselves  under  the  dominion  of  a 
foreign  power,  and  shall  have  to  aak  a  toreign 
country  what  we  shall  do.  Thia  was  a  sitoa- 
tion  into  whioh  we  must  not  &11  without  a 
itruggie. 

Ht.  BrrssKATw  aud,  though  Le  had  wished 
to  have  taken  a  little  more  tune  before  he  had 
troubled  the  oommittee  with  bia  obewvations; 
yet,  as  there  now  appeared  an  interval,  he 
shonld  take  the  opportunity  of  ooonpying  it  Ux 
a  few  minutes. 

He  should  not  answer  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Geor^a,  with  reepeot  to  the 
style  of  the  Answer  reported ;  but  ae  believed 
that  those  gentlemen  who  wonld  look  at  it 
without  a  perverted  vidon,  wonld  not  discover 
the  faults  in  it  which  that  gentleman  bed  dis- 
covered. He  thought  it  rather  remariuUe  for 
the  dmplioi^  of  ite  style  than  for  a  redundanoy 
of  epithet  He  discovered  more  of  the  latter  io 
the  amendment  than  in  tite  origldal  report  It 
was  true  tbat  the  soperiative  was  used  in  dlflbr- 
ent  places,  but  he  tbongbt  it  waaoaedwhereit 
ought  to  be.  He  would  not,  howevo-,  det^ 
the  committee  with  matter  so  itamaterial,  but 
would  proceed  to  what  appeared  to  him  of  some 


A  stranger  who  bad  oome  into  the  Honsa 
during  this  debate,  and  beard  what  had  fallal 
from  the  mover  of  the  propooed  amendment, 
and  from  memlwrs  who  bad  fbllowed  him, 
wonld  have  enppoaed.  that  Instead  of  aa  act  of 
ordinary  course  -being  mider  dlBonsrion,  tbey 
had  be^  debatjng.the  queatiim  of  a  declaration 
of  war  Bgunst  France. 
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He  woold  dedare,  for  lumwlf  at  leaat,  on  ibo 
rfbfcct  at  w,  that  he  agreed  in  oerbun  of  the 
tm&aeatB  of  geatlemen  on  the  other  ride  of 
the  Hone.  A  state  of  war  was  oertainlj  a 
euse  to  an;  nation;  to  America  it  wonld  be 
pMBliKriy  a  onrae.  It  ooght  to  be  avoided  b; 
iQ  possible  means.  It  was  not  only  impolitio, 
bat  madneea,  to  ran  into  war.  Bnt  he  thought 
ibera  wers  two  aidea  of  the  subjeot.  He  thonght 
that  peace  was  the  greatest  of  all  poeaible  bless- 
iB^;  bnt  he  also  thon^t  that  peace  might  be 
pnrehaeed  too  dearlj,  and  war  avoided  at  too 
p«at  ao  ezpenae.  He  thonght  peace  might 
cost  a  greaiter  valne  than  money — onr  indepen- 
dence^ This  was  no  new  sentiment  in  this  coan- 
trj.  It  waa  tbon^t  that  peace  mig^t  be  bonght 
loo  deariy  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  they  then 
thought  it  better  to  he  at  war  than  to  submit 
to  tbe  alternative  evils.  France  also  shows  that 
die  prefers  a  state  of  war — a  war  carried  on  at 
annoeianipled  expense  of  blood  and  Ireaanre — to 
a  dale  of  peace  with  despotism.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  we  should  hold  a  language  of  a 
£nB  and  manly  tone.  To  preserve  peace  by  all 
honorable  means,  hot  not  by  dishonorable 
■MtiN.  As  he  observed  last  sesnon,  on  a  eimi- 
iar  occasion,  we  shoold  cultivate  peace  with 
ImI  and  riocerity ;  bat  whenever  oar  intention 
of  dfring  eo  was  pnblidy  expressed,  it  onght  to 
be  acoompanied  with  an  opposite  assertion  of  a 
"""   1   to  maintain 


peace  laiL  that  then  every  resonrce  of  the 
[ion  shall  be  called  into  exL<itence  in  snpport  of 
an  that  is  dear  to  na.  Such  a  decUradon,  at 
this  time,  was  extremelj'  proper.  At  present, 
be  end,  aS  the  observations  whieh  had  been 
made  relative  to  war,  were  very  premature. 
Tbej  might  be  brought  into  consideration,  when 
say  measure  ahonld  be  discnssed  which  might 
lead  to  a  war  with  France.  Then  wonld  be  the 
time  to  ooont  the  ooet  and  the  benefit.  At  pre- 
sent, be  conceived,  oar  only  oMeot  was,  to  in- 
quire what  were  the  feelings  wtuch  the  oondnct 
of  Fnmeo  had  created  In  oar  minds,  and 
whether  we  vere  prepared  U>  exprew  those 
feelinn 

8hul  we,  said  be,  from  a  fear  of  irritating 
the  f^oich  Repablio,  in  a  oonunnnioation  with 
ear  own  Executive,  soppreee  onr  feelings,  or 
what  is  worse,  eapprtes  the  tmth)  For  bia 
owB  part,  he  saw  nothing  in  the  present  bneinees 
bat  ait  expreesion  of  fttdlngs  naturally  excited 
by  the  oooasion ;  nothing  bnt  a  declaration  of 
Eicta.  This  being  the  ease,  the  qnestion  was, 
whetba",  fh)m  fear  of  irritating  the  French 
QoTenmMit,  they  ahonld  sapprees  these  feel- 
It  would  he  wen  to  oonrider  what  wonld  be 
tbe  ooDseqaenoe  of  this  condesoendon.  He  did 
not  ttiiiik  they  were  warranted  in  believing  that 
they  ahonld  pnt  Fnatoe  in  a  better  bmnor  with 
i»  by  thja  means.  He  was  snre  that  gentlemen 
who  were  in  tiie  last  Oongrees, wonld  recollect 
thai  tbe  AiMwer  to  the  Address  was  r«^Tted 
IB  very  mild  tmn^  from  a  n^t  of  aooommo- 
datloa  in  liie  oonunittee  who  fimaed  it,  and 


that  it  was  afterwards  pmned  in  the  House 
with  care,  yet  there  had  been  no  amelioration 
of  the  disposition  of  the  French  towards  this 
country.  Instead  of  indactng  them  to  behave 
better  to  us,  had  it  not  been  with  a  biowtedge 
of  this  that  tbey  have  offered  ua  %eh  insult  and 
indignity  I  Indeed.  Mr.  Pinckney  suggests  an 
idea  that  this  moderatiou  of  ours  may  have 
been  one  of  the  operating  causes  ot  sending  onr 
Minister  from  their  country.  BoMdea,  gentie- 
men  have  not  pointed  out  the  particnlar  expree- 
dons  which  they  consider  as  irritating  in  tbe 
report  For  bis  own  part,  he  thought  the 
amendment  might  be  considered  as  more 
irritating  than  the  iraft  of  tbe  committee. 
What  waa  the  language  of  the  amendment? 
[Ho  read  it.]  He  gave  it  as  bis  opinion,  that 
there  waa  more  of  war  and  bnllying  in  it  than 

the  ori^nal  report.  It  was  true  the  threat 
it  contained  was  accompanied  by  an  if,  Now, 
all  the  difference  between  the  draft  and  the 
amendment  was,  that  in  the  former,  instead  of 
using  the  if,  they  had  at  once  eipreraed  indig- 
nation at  the  iuBolts  offered  to  this  country  hy 
the  French  Republic,  and  given  assurances  to 
tbe  Executive  that  they  wonld  repel  indignilT 
with  indignation. 

But,  add  he,  let  us,  on  this  occasion,  confine 
ourselves  to  the  real  question  now  before  as. 
We  have  been  informed,  said  be,  by  the.PnESi- 
DEVT,  in  bis  Speech  to  both  Honses,  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  French  towards  this  Government, 
and  have  since  received  the  documents  upon 
which  this  report  was  founded.  He  had  not 
yet  heard  any  gentleman  justify  the  conduct  of 
the  French.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  some  at- 
tempts to  palliate  or  qmlogize  for  it^  bnt  none 
to  vindicate  it.  His  ideas  of  these  things  were, 
that  the  French  had  not  only  injured  ua,  but 
added  insult  to  injury ;  and  while  he  retained 
this  belief,  he  could  net  help  feeling  indignation 
and  resentment.  The  qnestion  l>efore  tbe 
Honse  was  not,  Will  we  resent  itf  Onr  actiona, 
better  than  our  words,  show  onr  dedree  for 
peace.  It  waa  a  dedre  in  which  we  were  too 
mnch  interested,  to  be  doubted ;  yet  it  was  pro- 
per that  this  desire  should  be  accompanied 
with  expressions  of  our  feelings  on  the  occssioD. 
What  objections  oould  there  be  to  this?  If  we 
were  snnk  so  low,  if  our  fears  of  the  French 
Republic  are  eo  great,  that  we  dare  not  expfCM 
what  we  feel,  our  situation  was  become  reoUj 
deplorable.  He  hoped  this  was  not  nor  ever 
wonld  he  the  case.  He  hoped  we  should  cultivate 
peaoe  with  sincerity,  but  with  firmness.  For 
if  tbe  French  Republic  is  so  terrible  to  us,  that 
we  mast  crouch  and  dnk  before  her;  if  we  hold 
our  rights  at  her  nod,  let  gentlemen  say  eo. 
And  if  we  are  to  give  up  ourselvee  to  her,  let  it 
be  an  act  of  the  Government;  do  not  lot  us 
conceal  nnder  tbe  appearance  of  spirit,  actual 
submission.  Nations,  it  was  tree,  might  be 
brought  into  such  a  situation  as  to  be  obliged 
to  enrrender  some  of  their  rights  to  other  na- 
tions ;  bnt  when  this  is  done,  it  ebonld  be  done 
with  some  degree  of  oharaoter.    Let  it  not  be 
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done  as  a  oonieBsion  of  guilt.  Let  ns,  eaii  he, 
however,  Bnrrender  anj  thing,  sooner  than  the 
fkir  fame  of  oar  country.  He  was  not  a  militarj 
man,  nor  did  he  know  bow  he  shoold  act  upon 
snch  BJi  occasion;  hut  he  knew  what  we  ought 
to  do.  We  onght,  rather  than  anbmit  to  such 
indignity,  to  die  in  the  laat  ditch.  Why  inBion- 
ate  that  the  Government  had  been  wrong?  was 
it  not  enough  to  sohmit  to  iqjury ;  shall  we  not 
only  receive  the  stripes,  bnt  kiss  the  rod  that 
inflicts  them  t 

Ur.  Otis  observed,  that  he  waa  so  Uttle  ao- 
costomed  to  the  mode  of  conducting  a  debat« 
In  that  honorable  Hotis&  that  he  hardly  knew 
in  what  manner  to  apply  his  remarks  to  tha 
subject  before  the  committee.  A  speoiSo  mo- 
tion hod  been  laid  on  the  table  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  which  reduced  the  true 
Suestion  before  them  to  a  narrow  compass ;  but 
le  mover,  in  discussing  his  own  proposition, 
had  enlarged  Qpon  subjects  dear  to  hia  mind, 
and  familmr  to  his  recollection.  In  this  circait 
he  bad  been  ably  followed  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  others ;  so  that  cha 
whole  subject  of  the  Address  to  the  Fbesiokkt, 
and  tlie  reply  of  the  committee,  was  brought 
into  view,  with  many  considerations  that  did 
not  belong  to  it.  It  was  his  design  to  have  re- 
mained silent  until  the  Bulyect  bad  been  ex- 
hauaMd  by  other  gentiemen,  and  if  any  remark 
of  an  important  nature  had  been  omitt«d,  which 
was  not  likely  to  have  been  the  case,  he  would 
have  suggested  snch  ideas  as  might  have  pre- 
sented themselves  to  his  mind;  but  a  motion 
having  been  made  for  the  oommittee  to  rise,  he 
would  then  oSer  a  few  observations,  not  so 
much  for  the  sake  of  illnstrating  the  question, 
which  had  been  done  most  Bucceasfully,  but  in 
order  to  declare  his  sentiments  opon  this  im- 
portant occasion.  He  so  far  agreed  with  the 
geutleman  from  Gteorgiaj  that  he  believed,  upon 
ordinary  occadona,  an  Answer  to  the  Pksbi- 
dint's  Address  should  be  caloolated  to  preserve 
an  harmonious  intercourse  between  the  different 
departments  of  Qovenunent  rather  than  to 
pledge  either  branch  of  the  L^islatm^  collat- 
erally, apon  subjects  that  would  come  re- 
gularly nnder  their  consideration.  But  the  pre- 
sent was  not  an  ordinary  oooaaon,  and  the 
situation  of  the  country  required  that  the  An- 
swer should  not  be  a  spiriUess  expression  of 
civility,  but  a  new  edition  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  He  expressed  bis  regret  that 
upon  this  qnestion  gentiemen  should  have  wan- 
dered into  a  review  of  measures  and  sabjeots, 
BO  frequently  eiamined,  so  deliberately  settled, 
and  'Wnioh  had  a  t«ndJancy  to  rekindle  party 
animosity.  If  they  would  never  acquiesce  in 
the  deliberate  acts  of  the  Qovernment,  becanae 
their  personal  sentimentfi  had  been  adverse  to 
them  in  the  season  of  their  discussion,  there 
oould  be  no  end  to  controversy.  For  his  part 
ha  conceived  that  all  party  distinctions  ought 
now  to  oesae ;  and  that  tiie  Eouse  was  now 
called  by  a  warning  voice,  to  destroy  the  idea 
of  a  geographical  division  of  aentiment  and  iu- 
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terest  existing  among  the  people.  His  ooosti- 
tuents  and  himself  were  disposed  to  regwd  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Southern  States  as  brathen, 
whose  features  were  cast  in  the  same  mould, 
and  who  bad  waded  through  the  same  tronUeo 
waters  to  the  shore  of  liberty  and  independeiHM. 
He  hoped  that  gentlemen  would,  in  their  turn, 
think  the  other  part  of  the  Union  entitled  to 
'Some  oonfflderation. 

The  Address  of  the  Pexemsirr  disclosed,  for 
the  contemplation  of  the  oommittoa,  a  narrative 
of  fiicts,  and  of  the  esisting  oanses  of  conteo- 
versy  between  the  French  Kepublio  and  ooi^ 
selves ;  the  overtures  for  reoouciliation,  wbidi 
were  to  be  repeated  by  attempts  to  n^tiate, 
and  the  measures  of  defence  that  might  be  pro- 
per, in  case  negotiation  should  fail.  The  in- 
juries sustained  by  us  were  of  a  high  and  atro- 
cious nature,  consisting  in  the  oapture  of  oar 
vessels,  depredations  upon  the  property  and 
persons  of  our  citizens,  the  indignity  offered  to 
our  Uinjster ;  bnt  what  was  more  aggravating 
tiian  the  rest,  was,  the  profeaaed  determinatitm 
not  to  receive  our  Minister  until  the  complaitits 
of  the  French  should  be  redressed,  withont  ex- 
planation and  without  exception — until  ws 
should  violate  treaties,  repeal  laws,  and  do  vbit 
tJie  constitution  would  not  authorize,  vacate 
solemn  Judgments  of  our  courts  of  law.  ThesB 
injuries  should  not  be  concealed.  He  did  not 
wish,  however,  to  indulge  in  unneoeaaary  ei- 
presaions  of  indignation,  but  to  state  in  pliin 
and  unequivocal  terms  the  remonstraacea  of 
injured  friendship.  If  any  man  donbted  of  the 
pernicious  effects  of  the  measures  of  the  French 
nation,  and  of  the  actual  state  of  our  oonunenx, 
let  him  inquire  of  the  mined  and  unfortnuta 
merchant,  harassed  with  persecutions  en  b«- 
count  of  the  revenue,  which  he  so  long  and 
patiently  toiled  to  support  If  any  doubted  of 
Its  effecta  upon  agrionltnre,  let  bim  inquire  rf 
the  fiirmer  whose  produce  is  tailing  and  will  b« 
exposed  to  perish  in  hia  bams.  Where,  slid  bn, 
are  your  sailors!  Listen  to  (he  passing  gale  of 
the  ocean,  and  yon  will  hev  tiieir  groaoB  issu- 
ing from  French  prison-ships.  Such  were  tb« 
itguriM,  and  such  the  requisitiotiB  of  the  FrKicb 
nation;  and  be  defied  the  ingenni^ of  any  gen- 
tleman to  draw  a  oomparisoa  betweMi  tbs 
Directory  and  the  British  Parllameat,  in  lufat 
of  the  former :  and  insisted  that  the  demand) 
of  Charles  Delacroix  were  npon  a  parallel  with 
those  of  Lord  North,  He  enlarged  npon  tb« 
analogy  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  pre- 
tendons  of  the  British  Oovemmant  to  Und  oi, 
when  we  were  colonies,  and  of  the  Freoch  to 
sulgngate  us,  now  we  are  free  and  indq)endent 
St&tee.  He  thou^t  it  expedi^it  to  coltivale  the 
same  spirit  of  onion,  and  to  use  the  same  firm 
and  decided  language.  He  regretted  thrt  qne*- 
tions  should  be  agitated  npon  this  oectfloo, 
which  had  been  formerly  tue  oanae  of  ptfty 
spirit  and  dissenuons ;  and  did  not  believe  that 
tne  immortal  maa  who  framed  tha  noted  in- 
strument which  dissolved  the  charm  of  allegi- 
anoe  and  shivered  the  teUen  (rf  ^r™""?)  o**"' 
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dncended  to  differ  about  verbal 

B,  tbrongb  fear  of  giving  offence ; 

9  inonmbent  apon  the  memberg 
of  the  committee  to  repress  the  assertion  of  their 
li^ts,  or  smother  a  jnst  and  di^ifled  exprea- 
■00  of  th^  BOBOeptibilitjt  of  insmt,  because  the 
French  had  been  onoe  onr  friends,  or  beoause 
the  oommeaoemCDt  of  their  reTolntion  was  a 
Btnig^e  for  Uberty.  There  was  a  time  when 
he  was  animated  with  enthusiasm  in  iavor  of 
the  French  Revolntion,  and  he  cherished  it, 
while  oiTil  liberty  appeared  to  be  the  object; 
but  he  now  oonMderea  that  Bevolotioa  aa  com- 
pletelj  aobieved,  and  that  the  war  was  contino' 
cd,  not  for  libertj,  bnt  for  conquest  and  aggran- 
duement,  to  wliioh  he  did  not  believe  it  '^as 
the  interest  of  this  country  to  ooDtribnl«. 

WKomsDAT,  Hay  34. 
ViixuM  Smtt^  from  Pincknej  district, 
Sooth  Carolina;  SimrBt  Smith,  from  Mary- 
land; JoHH  Allen,  from  Gonnectiont;  and 
WiLtUJC  FntBtAT,  from  Pennsylvania,  appear- 
ed, produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats. 

Admut  to  PretidenCt  S^teteh. 

The  House  again  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 

Whole  on   th»  Answer  to   tiie   PBKsmnn's 

Speech,  and  Hr.  Nioboiab'  amendment  b^g 

under  oonsiderfttion, 

Mr.  SwAKwioE  opened  the  debat«.  He  la- 
mented the  loss  of  tine  which  was  generally 
czpcrimeed  at  the  opening  of  every  session  in 
debating  the  Answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  Prks- 
DtBvr,  wlien,  perhape,  bosinees  of  the  first  mo- 
tDMit  caQed  for  immediate  attention.  It  was 
much  to  be  wished  that  committees  appointed 
for  this  pnrpoee  would  confine  themselves  to 
the  ioBtTaotions  which  frere  given  to  them  on 
the  occasion,  which  were  in  general  terms,  viz: 
'^lo  prepare  a  respeetM  Address,  aamring  the 
PnurasT  that  tho  Hoose  will  take  into  th«r 
MrioDB  eonrideration  the  variooa  important 
mattos  recommended  to  their  attention."  If 
Aofwera  were  drawn  in  general  terma,  con- 
Ibtni^lj  to  these  instmotiona,  be  thought  very 
DMoy  ot  tite  embarrassments  which  they  now 
siperienced  would  be  avoided,  and  every  mem- 
ber would  be  left  at  liberty  to  purene  ench 
iBMHires  08  appeared  to  them  right,  when  they 
(ame  b«£ve  him  in  the  ordinary  couTBe  of  bnsi- 
usi  QDclogged  by  any  creed  which  he  might 
h»e  been  called  to  assent  to  before  he  had 
opportunity  of  considering  the  subjects  it  a 
tiined.  It  also  often  occasioned  much  warmth 
in  debate,  and  served  to  divide  the  House  into 
two  parties  cm  the  very  threshold  of  tbeir  bnsi- 
■MS.  This  could  not  posably  have  any  good 
dEwt,  but  the  contrary ;  he  should  therefore  be 
hq^  to  see  the  practice  simplified  or  abolished 
■iKvetber. 

7m  «fect  at  present  has  been,  that  no  soonei 
had  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  an  Ad- 
fan  made  a  report,  toao  the  gentleman  fron: 
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Vir^nia  proposed  a  substitute,  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  idea,  was  more  proper.  A  warn  de- 
bate had  taken  place,  and  he  believed  that 
eitlier  might  be  adopted  without  effect,  as  they 
were  meruly  a  form  of  words  leading  to  no  con- 
clusion. Suppose  a  m^ority  of  one  was  obtwd- 
ed  on  the  report,  what  end  would  be  produced} 
None;  fbr  it  might  be  that  the  very  persons 
who  voted  on  this  genera!  question,  might  vote 
against  particular  subjects  when  they  come  un- 
der consideration;  as  every  one  would  recollect 
the  difficulties  which  had  been  experienced  in 
getting  three  frigates  built,  and  this  difficulty, 
he  doubted  not,  would  agmn  occur.  Since, 
however,  these  two  fbrms  of  an  Answer  were 
before  them,  and  they  were  called  upon  to  say 
which  they  would  adopt,  it  might  be  proper  to 
go  into  some  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  difference  between  the  two  productions 
seemed  to  be,  that  the  one  reported  seemed  to 
express  great  indignity  on  account  of  the  ii^u- 
ries  received  from  the  French  Republic,  and  a 
determination  tc  repel  them ;  that  produced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  of  a  more 
conciliatory  tone,  recommending  to  the  Pbksi- 
DKm  to  b^n  his  negotiations  with  placing  the 
French  Republic  on  the  same  ground  with  the 
other  belligerent  powers ;  so  ttiat  the  difference 
was  simply  as  it  respected  a  few  words. 

What  were  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
warm  tone)  They  were  told  it  would  have  a 
great  effect  on  the  French  Republic,  because  if 
a  spirited  Answer  were  given  to  the  Psasi- 
Dnfr'e  communication,  signifying;  (as  his  col- 
league Mr.  SrraBXATES  had  strongly  expressed 
it)  that  we  were  determined  to  dts  in  the  lait 
diteh,  it  woold  strike  them  with  terror.  If  he 
thought  this  effect  could  be  really  produced, 
it  might  be  some  indnoement  fbr  him  to  agree 
to  it 

Mr.  8.  remarked,  that  they  were  told  by  Mr. 
Pinckney,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  it  was  probable  that  two  events  hod 
oontnbrited  to  his  dismissal  frvm  the  French 
Republic,  via:  one,  the  victories  of  Bonaparte 
in  Italy,  the  other,  the  Addresses  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  in  answer  to  tiie 
Speech  of  the  Pbxbidbnt  at  the  last  seBsion. 
With  respect  to  the  Answers  alluded  to,  no 
opinion  could  be  formed  from  this  assertion, 
because,  though  that  of  the  Honse  of  Represen- 
tatives was  tolerably  moderate,  yet  that  of  the 
Senate  was  as  warm  as  any  thing  could  be  pro- 
dnced.  He  read  extracts  from  both,  and  oom- 
oredit 

moderate. 

The  first  and  most  neccMsry  step  to  be  taken 
was,  to  put  all  the  belligerent  powers  upon  the 
some  footing,  which  could  not  be  an  offence  to 
any.  But  it  was  said  that  to  recommend  this 
measure  to  the  Executive,  waa  to  dictate  to 
him;  that  itwaa  carrying  humility  on  the  front 
of  the  Minister  who  should  be  employed.  What  I 
said  Mr.  8.,  would  it  be  to  carry  nnmility  in  hia 
front  to  say,  "  I  coma  to  place  yon  on  the  same 


pared  iliem  with  eadh  other,  a^ving  the  oi 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  due  to  the  r 
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footing  with  the  most  favored  nation!"  It 
certfljnlf  oould  not;  Hinoe  it  wba  the  langnage 
of  right  roasoo,  of  justice. 

As  to  dictating  to  the  Exeoative,  coold  it  be 
called  dictating  when  we  merelj  eipresB  odt 
opuiioQ  and  advioe  to  him,  on  points  which  he 
has  himself  laid  before  ns;  ana,  in  order  to  de- 
Ub«rate  on  which  we  were  thus  nnoaQall;  call- 
ed together!  Very  low  and  debasing,  indeed, 
most  be  the  situation  of  this  House,  if  thej 
were  to  be  mnzzled  and  prevented  from  lajing 
their  sentiments  before  the  Ohief  Masietrate  of 
the  UnioDi  When  treaties  ore  made,  we  are 
told  ihej  are  laws  over  which  we  have  no 
power.  If  we  dare  not  apeak  on  the  subject  be- 
fore they  are  made,  is  this  House  redaoed 
merely  to  the  odious  task  of  laying  taxes,  with- 
out being  allowed  to  exercise  its  sense  on  any 
other  public  measures  connected  with  them! 
Why  does  the  Pbesidehi  communicate  these 
things  tA  OS,  if  we  are  not  allowed  to  express 
any  sentiments  about  them !  Why  do  the  people 
elect  their  representativea  all  over  this  widely 
extended  empire,  i£  when  they  are  convened, 
they  are  not  allowed  the  privilege  of  expressing 
their  opimoas  on  the  dearest  interests  of  their 
constituents!  Bat  it  is  stated  Uiat  diis  will 
create  division  among  the  branches  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  who  ought  always  to  act  and  think 
alike.  Were  this  the  case,  tliere  was  no  use  to 
divide  the  Government,  as  onr  constitntion 
does,  into  three  branches ;  they  might  all  have 
been  left  in  one,  and  then  no  accident  of  this 
kind  wonid  have  happened ;  but  the  fhct  is,  this 
very  divi^on  of  the  brandies  was  devised  in 
order  that  they  might  operate  as  checks  on 
each  other.  The  people  thought  it  better  that 
a  division  of  this  kind  should  prevent  acting  at 
all,  than  that  we  should  act  hastily  and  unad- 
visedly. Thus  when  a  law,  after  mature  delib- 
eration, passes  this  House  as  wise  and  good,  the 
°— -' e  not  obliged  on  this  account  to  see 
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e  light ;  they  Jodge  for  themselves, 
^  r^e«;  it,      ■ 


and,  if  they  see  cause, 

plaint  takee  plqoe  on  our  part  because  they  do 
so.  In  anouier  Government,  indeed  that  of 
England,  all  the  branches  have  been  contrived 
into  the  moat  perfect  union,  Kings,  Ixjrds,  and 
Oommoui  all  agree,  but  has  the  Qovernraent 
been  the  better  for  this!  Happy  had  it  been 
for  that  nation,  had  this  not  been  the  cose. 
Many  an  unwise  measure  thej  have  gone  into, 
might  then,  fortunately  for  the  nation,  have 
been  totally  prevented. 

But  it  has  been  said  we  ought  to  express  the 
highest  indignation  at  the  conduct  of  France. 
Let  us  examine  for  a  moment  on  what  ihia  Li 
founded.  Three  grounds  have  been  mentioned; 
the  dismission  of  our  Minister,  the  ^wliations 
on  our  ship^  and  the  interference  with  our 
Govemment,  in  attempting  to  divide  the  people 
from  it.  As  to  the  first,  the  dismission  of  our 
Minister,  said  Mr.  S.,  nobody  can  feel  more  sen- 
sibly than  I  do,  this  indignity ;  bat  it  only  leads 
roe  to  regret,  as  I  have  often  already  expressed 
my  regreta,  at  onr  sending  so  many  diplomatio  i 
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gentlemen  to  Europe.  Wretched  will  be  our 
case,  if  we  are  embroiled  whenever  these  gea- 
tiemen  shall  be  refused,  or  undvilly  treated.  All 
history  is  full  of  instances  of  wars,  founded  on 
snch  points  of  etiquette  as  these,  and  they  ad- 
monisa  us  against  employing  embassiea,  is  muidi 
as  possible,  to  avoid  uiese  dangers  from  our  fc^ 
eign  connections.  But  it  seems,  the  Directly, 
by  Mr.  Pinokuey's  letter,  at  the  same  time  sent 
away  thirteen  other  foreign  Ministers;  yet  we 
do  not  hear  that  these  nations  went  to  war  on 
this  account  One  of  them  was  Sweden,  a  very 
powerful  maritime  nation,  poeaeeeed  of  a  ooo- 
siderable  fieet;  her  Minister  was  dismissed;  she 
contented  herself  with  sending  away  the  Frendi 
Minister  i,1so,  and  here  the  dispnt«  ended.  But, 
surely  allowanoe  ought  also  to  be  made  for  the 
present  revointionary  state  of  France.  If  sU 
things  do  not  proceed  there  with  the  order  they 
oaght,  it  is  perhaps  because  of  their  present 
warlike  and  revolutionary  position,  wluch  can- 
not bat  mend  every  day,  and  should  indooe  us 
to  make  some  allowance  for  them. 

Mr.  LivisoeTOK  said  that,  having  listened 
to  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  with 
the  most  respectM  attention,  and  heard  their 
ardent  expressions  of  patriotism  and  the  live- 
ly sense  which  they  entertained  of  the  true 
dignity  of  our  Government,  he  sboold  not 
attempt  to  follow  them  into  a  field  which  bad 
been  exhausted,  but  would  leave  it  U>  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee  and  his  conntry 
to  determine  npoa  his  sentiments  and  the 
measures  which  he  should  suggeet  whether  he 
was  not  equally  disposed  with  oUiers  to  poMDote 
the  peace  and  honor,  the  h^pineea  and  security 
of  his  country  and  Government;  he  would 
leave  it  for  his  meaanres  to  speak  for  him;  he 
would  not  be  led  away  by  any  idle  or  extra- 
neous vanitrlhim  objects  so  solemn  andimpoi^ 
tant;  he  should  speak  freely  as  beoame  sn 
American  at  a  crisis  b(>  very  presmng.  First, 
then,  he  should  notice  the  Address  that  wu 
before  the  committee,  and  the  amendment 
which  had  been  proposed  to  be  made  to  it ;  he 
was  sorry  to  obswve  the  manner  in  which  thev 
had  been  discussed.  It  had  been  oonsiderea, 
on  one  side,  that  to  adopt  anj^  language  in  re^ 
to  the  Address  but  that  which  has  been  laid 
before  the  committee  in  the  r^>ort,  would 
omonnt  to  a  surrender  of  all  our  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  independeuce,  as  a  nation,  to  Fiance; 
"~  the  other,  it  has  been  held  that  the  diff^ 
jes  between  ns  and  France  are  distorted,  snd 
Lt  we  should  at  least  not  shut  up  every 
avenue  to  negotiation  by  an  obstinate  om 
blind  assertion  of  our  own  infallibility.  If  be 
believed  with  those  of  the  fbrmer  opinion,  that 
we  should  in  any  shape  incur  the  etigmi  of 
degrading  ourselves,  or  if  he  suspected  even 
that  we  snoDld  sacrifice  one  right  of  onr  ooontry 
or  Government  by  an  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed,  .or  he  thought  we  should  not 
endanger  our  national  eharacter  and  safety  by 
the  adoption  of  the  report,  ha  ehonld  mort 
cert^nly  r^ect  the  amoidment  and  adt^t  the 
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report ;  or  if  he  believed,  with  the  gentleman 
from Haseachnaetts,  (Mr.Oris,) that tba demands 
oTFruieeQOW  were  anywise  analogous  to  those 
of  Great  Britein  on  a  former  occasion,  Booiier 
than  conseDt  to  a  dereliction  of  independence 
led  natiDnal  cburscter  he  would  not  stop  short 
of  the  langna^  of  that  report ;  but  u  he  could 
not  force  bU  jadgment  to  so  ontrageona  a  mis- 
coiulTiictioii,  as  he  saw  on  the  contra[7  nn- 
merom  reasons  to  entertain  a  very  different 
o^nnion,  he  would  not  consent  to  incQr  the 
perils  and  the  errors  in  which  that  report 
noald  invoWe  OS ;  be  oontd  not  consent  to  so 
tist;,  Bo  precipitate,  and  inconsiderate  a  step. 

The  qnestjon  properly  1>eforo  the  House  at 
this  time  is,  wbetljer  we  shall  continna  to 
express  so  perfect  a  reliance  on  all  the  acts  of 
our  own  Government ;  whether  we  shall  say 
obetinBtely  to  France  that  there  is  no  possible 
case  ia  which  onr  Judgment  could  have  been 
misled  or  mistaken  In  onr  conduct  towards  lier ; 
and,  by  detcmuning  to  adhere  to  onr  former 
conduct,  preclnde  every  possibility  to  an  ami- 
cable a^natment ;  or  leave  a  reasonable  oppor- 
tonitj  open  for  an  effectual  dtscossiou  and 
uQiistment  of  di&brenoes,  wherever  they  may 
sabeist. 

The  scope  of  the  Speech  of  Qie  FBBBiDKirr  to 
b(Xh  Honsea,  it  mnst  be  confessed,  goes  to  bind 
OS  to  the  former  conduct ;  and  it  is  too  evident 
that  the  report,  in  strict  coincidence  with  the 
sentiments  of  several,  bat  not  all  its  snpporters, 
bears  that  same  dangerons  tendency.  From 
which  line  of  conduct  are  we  to  expect  Ihe 
meet  beneficent  issue,  to  treat  with  a  comply- 
ing power  by  a  determination  to  show  tfiat  its 
complaints  are  gronndles,  or  by  examining  the 
ootnplaints  and  the  evidence  in  amicable  nego- 
tiation and  deddiogaftArwards  I  Let  as  examine 
the  comphunts  of  France,  and  then  determine 
vhether  they  are  all  so  frivoloua  as  to  excite 
irritation  at  the  mere  mention  of  them ;  nnlese 
we  are  so  convinced,  mrless  we  are  thoronghly 
■KsSed  that  they  are  M,  we  cannot  vote  the 
Answer  aa  it  is  reported.  Should  we  discover 
in  mdi  an  examination  that  some  of  our  mea- 
tnres  have  been  founded  at  least  in  mistake, 
voold  it  then  be  OToper  to  adopt  the  language 
of  the  Address  ?  But  should  we  persist  an&e 
nch  a  possibility  of  mistake,  what  do  we  risk! 
an  eiH  much  more  &tal  than  the  worst  that 
otnld  follow  the  most  sober  resolution  which 
T«  can  now  adopt ;  we  risk  the  alternative  of 
tbaadowng  it  after  a  war  in  which  we  may  be 
nd&ter^  a!nd  after  we  may  have  retarded  the  in- 
crtaring  prosperi^  of  onr  country  half  an  age. 
Tt  have  an  example  before  na  in  a  nation  that 
vH  eager  to  snatch  at  a  remote  pretext  for  an 
Ham^  interference  in  her  Government ;  we 
brt  wen  that  nation,  among  the  most  powerful 
ltd  hai^ty  In  Europe,  the  most  vain  of  her 
^iiji^tel  or  nnreal,)  the  most  apt  to  inter- 
ne la  tbe  govenmient  of  others ;  we  have 
MO  her  enter  into  a  war,  and  we  have  seen 
iff  dHveo  to  tbe  lowest  state  of  hntniliation ; 
■t  hare  seat  h«r  obliged  to  pursue  the  most 
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abject  means  of  solicitation  to  obtain  a  peaca 
from  that  very  nation  whom  she  had  imtated 
to  a  war;  and  we  saw  her  more  humiliated 
still,  by  the  rejection  of  those  propositions 
which  she  bad  made  to  obtain  peace.  Have 
we  a  better  prospect  than  that  nation  1  Are 
our  means  eqnal  to  hersf  Are  we,  indeed, 
ready  to  embark  in  a  war — with  France,  too — 
and  present  such  a  leason  to  the  world  as 
America  at  war  with  France,  after  France  baa 
defeated  the  eflforts  of  all  the  world  f  He  again 
asked,  have  wi  the  means!  Let  gentlemen 
who  are  willing  to  plunge  us  into  that  dilemma 
make  tbe  reply ;  but  let  not  gentlemen  indulge 
in  so  hatefhl  a  picture.  But,  although  we  have 
no  means,  he  was  still  against  sorrendering  the 
honor  of  our  country;  fortunately,  no  such 
sacrifice  is  demanded,  no  snch  measure  is  ne- 
cessary; and  were  we  ten  times  more  destitute 
even  than  we  are,  he  should  never  submit  to 
our  national  degradation,  were  there  a  power 
BO  insolent  as  to  expect  it 

It  was,  he  knew,  a  very  ungracioua,  and  often 
an  nnpopnlar  task,  to  display  the  errors  of  our 
own  Government ;  there  was  a  national  vanity, 
a  vain  and  unmeaning  pride,  which  sought  to 
be  bolstered  up  by  frippery  of  words  and  acta 
of  dissimulation.  He  knew  that  thia  empty 
and  pernicious  vanity  oft«Q  assamed  the  post 
and  place  of  the  true  dignity  of  a  country,  and 
blinked  contumely  on  him  that  was  disp(»ed  to 
prefer  the  plain,  i^ank,  open  path  of  integrity 
and  troth.  He  would  cnoose  between  tiiese 
opposite  passions  of  a  nation,  and  preferring 
his  dnty  to  unmerited  reproach,  he  wonla 
neither  repress  the  sentiments  of  his  mind,  nor 
foster  those  which  he  conceived  to  be  pregnant 
with  ruin ;  he  would  glory  more  in  promoting 
the  Justice  of  hb  country  than  in  conducting 
her  to  the  most  brilliant  triumphs  in  an  unjnat 
cause;  he  would,  therefore,  calmly  examine 
whether  fVance  had  jast  cause  of  complaint; 
and  whether  she  had  or  not  a  Jnst  cause,  he 
would  assert  that  France  might,  without  ex- 
citing indigAtion,  think  herself  injured ;  that 
she  might,  was  a  sufficient  reason  with  him  for 
preferring  the  amendment,  as  it  left  an  opening 
for  rather  amicable  discDsslon  and  accommo- 
dation, rather  than  tiie  report  which  had  tht 
opposite  character. 

TauBsnaT,  Uay  8S. 
Mr.  OiLEB  rose. — He  s^d  that  he  had  always 
been  against  this  form  of  giving  Answers,  sinos 
the  time  the  practice  first  began ;  it  was  derived 
irom  the  British  House  of  Oommons,  which  was 
a  bad  source  for  precedents.  In  that  House, 
however,  the  Speech  and  the  Answer  were  both 
known  to  be  the  work  of  the  Hinister,  and 
treated  with  great  freedom.  Mr.  G.  thoogbt 
that  it  would  be  better  to  direct  the  Committee 
of  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  HouBe,  to  make  one 
standing  Answer,  which  would  serve  regularly 
for  all  Speeches.  This  would  be  an  improper 
time  for  snch  a  Kwulation,  but  though  we  oould 
not  now  get  rid  of  a  bad  habit,  it  was  not  necea- 
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Bar;  hi  vindicate  it.  He  said,  tbat  Mr,  Litino- 
BTOir  had  yesterday  tekea  part  of  the  gronnd 
which  he  ialended  to  take.  The  qaeation  be- 
fore the  House  amonuted  to  this:  Bhall  we 
tecominend  it  to  the  Pbesideht  to  place  all 
Dations  on  a  level  as  t«  commerce,  and  to  remove 
the  inequalities  between  them?  To  assist  him 
in  deciding  this  point,  he  would  refer  to  facts 
and  dates ;  and,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  represent 
things  in  false  colors,  he  would  be  glad  to  be 
oorrectud,  if  he  should  happen  to  go  wrong. 
He  would  begin  at  the  1st  of  February,  1798, 
when  England  dismissed  the  French  Minister, 
and  the  Kepoblic,  in  consequence,  declared  war 
against  her.  On  the  22d  of  April  following,  the 
PREaisBKT  declared  this  country  to  be  in  a  state 
of  neutrality,  and  warned  the  citizens  to  observe 
it.  At  this  time,  abont  the  10th  Ma;,  M.  Genet 
landed  and  raised  a  considerable  alarm  by  com- 
mencing an  improper  correspondence  with  onr 
citizens.  Government  from  that  time  took  a 
wrong  impression,  and  acted  under  the  idea  of  a 
dangerons  French  influence  in  this  conotry. 
All  this  was  a  mistake.  Genet  was  nniversall; 
reprobated,  nnless  by  a  few  disorderly  people, 
and  Govenunent  from  that  trial  shoold  have 
learned  to  trust  ns.  In  consequence  of  the  dis- 
turbance that  Genet  made,  many  eocietiea  en- 
tered into  resolutions  to  support  government. 
Even  the  pntpit  reviled  Genet.  If  eiecratlon, 
disappointment,  and  contempt,  could  fill  up  the 
measure  of  punishment,  he  had  iL  From  the 
arrival  of  Genet  to  that  of  Fauchet,  some  senti- 
ments were  kept  alive,  and  some  phrases  that 
he  would  review.  The  Friendi  of  Order  and 
the  Ditorganiztri  were  two  of  them.  Then  we 
had  the  reign  of  moderation,  but  of  so  frantic  a 
kind,  for  the  short  time  whidi  it  lasted,  as  to 
eieroise  the  greatest  of  despotism  over  opinion. 
This  order,  moderaticn,  and  dUorganisation, 
were  all  gone  and  no  more  s^d  about  them. 
AmongMr.  G,'s  constituents,  when  notice  came 
of  the  Western  insurrection,  they  were  all  ready 
to  march  in  snpport  of  Gtovcrnment;  instead  of 
calling  themselves  the  ftiends  ofc  order,  they 
proved  that  they  were  ao.  The  country  re- 
mained from  this  lime  in  a  tranquil  stale  till  the 
Mtjval  of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty.  Oi^  the  Cth  of  De- 
cember, I7S8,  a  Message  was  recei^'ed  from  the 
pBzstDBm,  speaking  of  Framce  in  the  most 
friendly  terms.  In  spite  of  Genet's  quarrel 
there  was  no  misunderstanding  with  the  Be- 
pablic,  and  Mr.  G.  quoted  this  oircnmstanoe  to 
prove  that  there  was  no  serious  difference  till 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty.  Mr.  G.  said 
that  he  would  review  what  was  in  the  mean 
time  passing  in  Europe.  Dnring  the  summer 
of  1798,  Britain  made  no  leas  than  six  treaties 
with  different  nations,  and  one  stipulation  in 
each  of  them  was  that  the  contracting  parties 
should  stop  all  provisions  going  to  France,  and 
fbrce  all  other  nations  to  do  so.  The  first  of 
these  treaties  was  made  with  Russia,  on  the 
20ih  of  March,  1798 :  the  second  was  with 
Spain ;  the  third  with  Prussia;  the  fourtii  with 
the  Emperor ;  the  flfUi  with  Portugal ;  and  the 
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last  with  the  King  of  the  two  Sdliee.  It  was 
s^d  that  France  preceded  Britain  in  the  order 
for  stopping  provisions.  Britain  did  not  pub- 
licly issue  enoh  orders  nntil  the  16tk  of  June, 
1798;  but  Britain  had,  in  reoUty,  adopwd  the 
practice  long  before.  The  Frendi  ordera  flnc- 
tnated;  bnt,  at  one  time,  the  United  States 
were  exempted  tVom  stoppage,  when  ntbera 
were  stopped.  He  then  noticed  the  stoppoge 
of  provisions  to  the  West  Indies;  the  Orders  uf 
the  6tb  of  November,  17S8,  and  the  6tb  of 
January,  1794.  In  the  very  short  interval  be- 
tweeTi  these  two  dates,  Franoe  hod  gone  oq  so 
fast  that  Britain  found  it  better  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  neutral  Etates,  Daring  tbls 
time,  England  also  made  a  truce  for  rortngtd 
with  Algiers,  and  this  truce  has  cost  na  fifteen 
hundred  thonaand  doUara,  besides  what  it  msy 
coat  hereafW.  Timber  had  been  promised  to 
be  cut  fbr  the  Algerines,  of  a  kind  which  tbij 
country  could  not  furnish  indue  quality.  Some 
oTit  was  to  be  brought  so  far  as  from  tbe  north- 
west branch  of  the  Sasqnehanna.  He  would 
pass  OTer  Lord  Dorchester's  q>eech  to  tbe  In- 
dians, and  the  British  soldiers  and  savages  jmb- 
ing  the  tomahawk  against  onr  Western  frontiers. 
He  mentioned  thesethinga,merely  to  keep  them 
in  view.  There  was  something,  he  said,  vbich 
he  could  never  think  of  without  surprise.  This 
was  a  conversation  between  Lord  Grenville  sud 
Mr.  Pinokney.  It  was  related  in  a  letter,  dated 
the  9th  of  January,  1794^  from  Mr.  Piuckue^, 
It  took  notice  of  Lord  Grenville  telling  jfr. 
Pinckney  the  desire  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  of  maintaining  faarmouy  with  Che 
United  States,  and  their  readiness  to  snpeort 
tbe  Government  of  this  country  ogunst  a  qui- 
gerous  Jacobin  faction  who  wanted  to  overtum 
it.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  this  betrayed  more  inter- 
ference on  the  port  of  Britain  than  there  ever 
had  been  on  the  part  of  Franoe.  From  this 
time  onr  Government  had  taken  a  leanine  to- 
wards Britain.  French  influence  was  ouj  a 
sentiment  which  we  felt  for  the  sake  of  liberty, 
bnt  which  was  eometimea  coqjikred  np  as  a 
chimera  to  serve  certain  porpoaes.  The  United 
States  had  a  real  interest  moheiiahing  tbe  senti- 
ment, which  never  conld  be  dangerous. 

As  for  British  inflnence,  it  was  a  matter  much 
more  substantial.  Tbat  people  speak  the  same 
language  with  ns,  are  scattered  fh>m  one  eitd  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  intermarry  with  m, 
and  have  a  very  great  commercial  intercourse. 
Lord  GrenviUe's  proposition  had  led  toUr.  Jay^ 
Treaty.  As  to  France  trying  to  engage  us  in 
the  war,  any  other  nation  in  the  world  wonld 
be  glad  to  do  so.  France  had  addressed  tbe 
people  of  America,  and  was  resisted :  Britan 
had  addressed  onr  Giivenmient;  and  Mr.  6. 
feared  that  the  latter  had  not  made  so  firm  a 
stand.  While  Congrees  were  taking  pmp« 
measiu'ee  to  check  the  depredations,  Mr.  Jay,  to 
the  astonishment  of  mankind,  was  named  Am- 
bassador to  England.  The  Treaty  was  ngow 
on  the  19th  of  November,  17M.  The  inslrue- 
tion^  Ur.  G.  had  never  seen,  hmt  If  we  may 
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jn^  from  the  Treaty  itael^  tbey  were  ei- 
tnmd;  fall.  For  tb«  m&king  of  sach  a  Treaty 
be  bad  aever  heard  a  reason,  nor  had  be  ever ' 
bew  able  to  leam  one  good  consequence  likely 
to  toffoe  frran  it.  It  had  been  called  aaiiutru- 
ment  of  peace,  and  its  first  efibot  was,  that  we 
vera  rammDned  to  fight  with  Fnmoe,  Bpaici, 
■ad  BoUaDd.  One  of  the  artioles  was  Uiat  free 
ships  do  not  make  fl-ee  goods.  This  was  higblj 
iqqrioiu  both  to  France  aod  the  United  States ; 
it  implied  a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations,  be- 
cause, before  jon  con  search  for  an  enemy's 
goods  joa  mnst  stop  neutral  ships.  This  regn- 
liuioo  ooiOd  only  be  tmderstood  as  operating 
against  Frukoe.  If  we  oonld  not  help  the  prac- 
tice going  on,  we  should  at  least  hare  snffored 
it  to  stand  as  it  was,  withoat  any  ooant«nance. 
All  the  principal  articlee  of  export  from  the 
United  States  were  declared  contraband,  except 
tobacoo,  and.  Indeed,  that  mi^ht  be  indnded 
nnder  the  general  title  of  pronsions,  us  people 
voold  sometimes  be  in  want  of  a  chew.  He 
■poke  of  this  provision  clanse  as  in&mons.  He 
referred  to  Goont  Bemsto^  Minister  of  Den- 
maik,  who  bod  kept  bis  conutrj  in  a  more 
honcrable  sitnation  than  perbaps  any  other  in 
Eort^  had  done  dnring  the  preetuit  war.  Mr. 
G.  read  the  refosai  of  Connt  Bernstoff  to  com- 
|dj  with  the  British  reqaisition  to  that  effect. 
tnaiag  tlie  armed  netitratity,  the  UniUd  States 
had  owned  that  free  bottoms  shonld  make  tree 
gooda.  Was  there  any  reason  since  to  ^ter  onr 
opinion  ?  He  wonid  be  glad  to  hegr  gentlemen 
answer  if  there  was  any.  He  had  always  s^d 
that  the  provison  article  was  nnjnst  to  France, 
and  yet  on  acoonnt  of  the  British  Treaty  we  are 
to  ]dmige  into  a  war  before  we  know  whether 
we  are  in  tbe  right  or  in  the  'wrong.  Gentle- 
men who  had  promoted  the  British  Treaty  now 
came  forward  to  support  it,  but  it  wonld  now 
be  more  OAnly  to  declare  at  once  that  we  can- 
sot  do  so.  In  Citizen  Adet's  complaints,  many 
inidea  were  nnjnst  and  trifling,  bnt  this  was 
always  the  case  in  productions  of  that  sori;.  tit. 
G.  then  referred  to  the  speech  of  Barras :  he 
Mid  that  Britain  still  went  on  robbing  and  im- 
ing  American  seamen.    Kr,  Habpkb  bad 


Tctterday  said  tbat  the  impressments 
tat  bow  were  we  to  be  certain  of  that!  The 
Ben  are  not  allowed  to  write  to  ns,  and  Mr. 
VioikaeT  infbnns  as  tbat  vast  nambers  of  them 
ate  in  French  jails.  He  had  always  wondered 
It  tmr  ttaring  ao  few  commonications  on  this 
bead  from  the  Execntive.  A  law  had  passed 
in  this  HoOM  and  in  the  Senate  npon  this  snb- 
JMt,  without  any  information  from  that  quarter. 
Gratlemen  had  allowed  that  it  wonld  be  Jnst 
txaagit  to  grant  an  eqoality  of  privileges  to 
n'fij  fbr^gn  nation ;  bnt,  Mr.  Hi.RPEB  had  ob- 
Jwied,  tint  if  this  were  granted  to  France,  she 
*M[ld  Still  oontiniie  to  demand.  "When  she 
Buka  an  ta^oMt  claim,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  ihonld 
Klip:  be  wonld  not  be  for  going  any  further. 
The  French  had  not  acted  on  vagne  daims ; 
Hnj  take  nenb^  a°^  contraband  articles;  they 
lib  ttie  ahijM,  and  when  they  find  oar  seamen 


on  board  of  British  vesaela,  they  threaten  to 
treat  them  as  pirates,  and  will  not  allow  them 
to  prove  that  tbey  were  impressed. 


ATUwer  to  Pruidenfft  Speech. 

The  Eonae  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Address  reported 
in  Answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  Pbbbisent  of 
THE  United  Statis;  when 

Mr.  Con  said  he  thonght  that  part  of  the  Gth 
paragraph  which  related  to  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory would  be  less  exceptionable,  and  equally 
convey  tbeir  disapprobation  of  such  sentimentt^ 
if  it  were  expressed  more  generally,  and  with- 
ont  any  allamon  to  M.  Barras.  He  proposed, 
therefore,  to  strike  out  from  "at,"  in  the  Ifh 
line  of  the  Ctb  paragraph,  to  "  United  States,"  in 
the  6th  line,  and  to  insert  "  any  sentiraenta 
tending  to  derogate  from  that  confidence;  sudi 
sentiments,  wherever  entertained,  serve  to 
evince  an  imperiect  knowledge  of  the  real  opin- 
ion of  onr  constituents." 

Mr.  W,  Smith  objected  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Oonnecticat,  (Mr.  Corr,) 
because  it  was  hypothetical.  He  wished,  as  the 
fact  was  clearly  establisbed,  to  have  a  direct 
reference  to  the  Speech  of  Barras,  in  their  in- 
dignation at  the  sentiments.  As  the  matter  had 
appeared  of  snfBdent  importance  to  find  a  place 
in  the  Fbesioeht's  Speecli,  be  thought  it  was 
also  wortiiy  of  their  notice.  He  in«sted  upon 
its  tieing  an  attempt  to  divide  the  people  of  this 
comitry  from  their  Government,  by  speaking 
insultingly  of  the  latter,  and  fiattering  the  for- 
mer. He  did  not  exactly  kpow  what  was  meant 
by  the  "  snggeetion  of  our  former  tyrants,"  bat 
he  smtpoBed  it  meant  bribery,  and  tbat  by 
"  perB^ous  people,"  General  Washington  was 
included. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  s^  that  by  the  Government, 
the  Eieontive  only  was  meant.  He  was  con- 
vinced of  thb  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  seen  the  word  used  in  the  French  Govern- 
ment paper,  entitled  the  Sedaet^ur. 

Mr.  Oorr  believed,  that  whatever  M.  Barras 
had  said,  it  was  not  worth  their  attention.  Wo 
might  defy  France  or  Frenchmen  to  say  worse 
of  ns  than  they  themselves  said.  He  did  not 
himself  know  bow  far  the  Speech  of  Barras  was 
an  act  of  Government ;  for,  said  he,  when  we 
directed  onr  Spe^er  to  reprimand  fiandal  and 
Whitney,  the  words  be  nseil  upon  the  occarion 
were  not  an  act  of  the  House.  On  another  occa- 
sion, when  the  House  were  abont  to  receive  the 
French  fiag,  they  could  not  call  what  was  said 
bv  the  Speaker  on  tbat  oocarion,  an  act  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WtLLUUS  said,  if  Mr.  Knckney's  letter 
was  an  authentio  paper,  the  Speech  of  Barras 
was  likewise  so ;  and  if  so,  it  was  doubtless  an 
indignity  to  Government.     He  did  not  thiak 
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with  the  gentlemsa  from  MassacbnBetts,  (Mr. 
Fftimiur,)  that  it  was  "cbildiah  gascoikflda." 
He  believed  it  was  intended  aa  an  insult  to  the 
Qoverament  of  Itia  eonntry,  Aa  to  the  grati- 
tade  which  had  been  said  to  belocg  to  the 
Frenob  nation,  for  their  asaistance  in  the  war, 
he  thought  their  serrices  were  amplj  reptud  bj 
the  separation  of  this  country  from  Qreat  Brit^ 
ain.  Brides,  he  added,  tbe  Frenoh  never  came 
to  the  assistance  of  this  conntiT'  until  thej  saw 
we  were  likely  to  ba  SQOC«esfiil  in  our  atmggle. 

Ur.  GosDON'  said  there  oocld  be  do  doubt  of 
the  antbentioity  of  Bairas'  Speech,  since  it 
stood  upon  the  game  ground  aa  the  rest  of  the 
documents.  It  was  a  flagrant  insult  upon  Gov- 
ernment, in  his  opinion,  and  warranted  all  that 
bad  been  sdd  npon  it^  aa  it  was  doubtless  an 
attempt  to  aeparate  the  people  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  TiuTOBXR  sajd  the  question  was,  whether 
or  not  any  notice  should  be  taken  of  uie  insult- 
ing Speech  of  Barras.  When,  said  he,  theFrench 
Hag  was  presented  to  this  House,  we  were  told 
we  were  not  to  stop  t^i  reason,  but  to  express 
forthwith  onr  feelings  of  affection,  Bnt  now, 
when  the  most  nnezampled  insult  is  offered  ns, 
anoh  as  one  man  would  not  receive  from  an- 
other, we  are  not  to  notice  it  at  all.  lest  it  sbonld 
ofibnd  the  French  Republio.  He  knew  of  only 
one  reaaon  for  passing  it  over  in  silence,  and 
that,  it  was  true,  bad  some  weight  with  him. 
That  Bftrras  spoke  as  the  organ  of  the  French 
nation,  there  could  be  no  doubt ;  bnt  he  liad 
his  doubte  whether  he  knew  himself  what  he 
taii.  The  Speech  had  strong  marks  of  delirium, 
and  he  ciinid  not  help  believing  that,  when  he 
delivered  it,  be  was  either  drunh  or  mad.  If 
the  world  went  on  fur  aiz  thonaand  years  to 
come,  they  woold  never  again  behold  enoh  a 
production, 

Trfr,  MoDoWELL  was  in  tsMor  of  the  amend- 
ment. He  did  not  tjiiuk  himself  bound,  aa  bad 
been  InsinQatod  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina,  to  echo  all  the  sentimenU  in  the  Pm- 
simNT'e  Speech.  He  wished  to  have  an  opin- 
ion of  his  own.  He  agreed  that  Barras'  Speech 
was  an  indignity  to  the  United  States.  He  felt 
it,  and  would  express  it :  but  be  did  not  think 
this  the  proper  time.  He  denied  the  Jostneaa 
of  the  constniotion  put  npon  the  Speedi  by  the 
gentleman  from  Sontli  Carolina.  He  supposed 
by  "  perfidious  persona,"  was  meant  the  persons 
in  thia  country,  genenilly  called  the  "British 
faction."  He  differed  in  opinion  also  with  that 
gentleman  on  the  suUect  of  dividing  the  people 
and  Ctovernment,  ana  oonld  not  allow  that  the 
phrase  "  good  people"  was  intended  as  an  in- 
mlt.  He  allowed  it  was  going  too  far  to  say 
that  we  owed  our  liberty  to  France;  but  bang 
in  some  respect  tme,  it  took  off  trora  the  of- 
fence.  He  was  sorry  to  see  on  one  side  of  the 
House  coDBt«nt  attempts  made  to  ezoit«  the  re- 
SBDtmott  of  tiie  people  of  tins  country  agiUnst 
Fruioe.  It  was  not  necessary  at  present  to  raise 
BQcb  feeliogs.  Tbey  were  not  aboatto  unsheath 
the  sword,  and  to  say,  "  We  conquer  or  die." 


ABBIDGHENT  07  THE 
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[MiT,  1T9T. 

What  gentlemen  could  not  effect  by  reason,  tJiey 
seemed  inclined  to  effect  in  a  different  way. 
He  did  not  think  this  &ir  conduct, 

Ur.  YERABI.B  supported  the  ameudiuent.  He 
did  not  think  any  of  the  objections  made  Bg»nit 
it  had  mnch  weight  in  them.  He  thoneht  the 
mode  of  expreesing  our  sense  of  the  indignity 
shown  to  thia  country  by  the  Speech  in  ques- 
tion, waa  judiciously  chosen  by  the  gentleman 
^m  Oonnectiont.  It  was  moat  oonsiatent  with 
dignity.  It  was  not  wise  in  them  to  take  notice 
of  every  barah  eipreaaion  which  might  l>e  Deed 
agffiDst  this  country  in  any  foreign  nation ;  for, 
if  BUch  wore  our  conduct,  foreign  nations  would 
have  good  ground  of  complunt  agiunst  as,  and 
on  that  floor  the  accotmt  would  be  settled.  Nor 
did  ne  think  it  very  becoming  or  dignified  in 
gentlemen  in  ttiat  Houee  so  to  express  them- 
selves as  to  excite  freqnent  risibility;  nor  n-aa 
it  very  honorable  to  that  Assembly.  [Alloding 
to  the  gentleman  from  MasHachusetts.] 

Hr.  SiTGRSAVES  bad  no  donbt  ol  uie  Speech 
of  Barras  being  an  official  paper^  and  that  its 
object  waa  to  divide  the  people  from  the  Qov- 
emment.  If  be  proved  this,  nc  trnated  the  lao- 
gnoge  of  the  report  would  be  preserved.  It 
wonld  be  allowed  that  Barras  was  the  month 
of  the  Directory,  and  that  the  sentiments  which 
he  speaks,  are  not  his  own,  but  what  were  l»- 
forenand  agreed  npon.  It  waa  doubtless,  there- 
fore, a  solemn  official  act.  With  respect  to  the 
obeervatJon  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  what  he  sud  respecting  our  GovemtnenC 
waa  not  applicable  to  the  Executive,  but  to  the 
people  at  large,  be  believed  ho  was  wholly  mis- 
taken, as  the  word  Government,  in  the  French 
language,  constantly  meant  Executive,  as  waa 
abundantly  clear  from  die  way  in  wliich  it  was 
used  in  Hr.  Adet's  not«s.  -  [He  quoted  a  num- 
ber of  paaaagee  to  prove  Us  anertion.]  It  wu 
generaiiy  UMd  for  the  Executive  in  ooutradifr- 
tinotion  to  Ooogresa,  or  any  other  of  the  con- 
Btitut«d  authorities.  K  it  were  clearly  intended 
to  convey  an  insuh  npon  onr  Ezeeutive,  (and 
there  could  be  no  donbt  of  it,)  even  the  mover 
of  the  amendment  oonld  not  mink  it  unbecom- 
ing in  that  House  to  express  themselves  in  tbe 
words  of  the  Address. 

Ur.  GixLATiNsdd,  whateverm^htbe tbein- 
anlt  intended  by  the  Speeoh  of  the  Exeontive  Di- 
rectory, he  thought  it  beat  to  notiooit  in  general 
terms  as  it  was  the  sentiment  which  was  ottjeo- 
tionable  and  not  the  Government  of  France. 
But  as  so  much  had  been  said  about  Govern- 
ment and  people,  he  wonld  say,  that  an  insalt 
offered  to  the  people  could  not  be  less  offensdve 
than  one  offered  to  the  Government  He  sn^ 
posed  they  alluded  to  the  British  Trea^,  whicli 
was  as  much  tbe  instrument  of  Congress  as  ot 
the  EiecatJve,  and  of  the  people  as  either,  uoce 
they  very  generally  petitioned  in  favor  of  it. 
He  then  took  notice  of  the  perverdoos  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  bad  put 
upon  the  words  of  Barra^  and  denied  that  there 
was  tbe  least  ground  forthem,  and  said  tliattbe 
Gutttte  <if  tke  United  Statti  mi^t  uwdl  be 
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called  ■  Ooverameot  paper  of  thb  coimtry,  as 
the  RtdaeUnr,  that  of  France.  If,  «aid  Mr.  O. 
it  be  oar  mt«iition  to  declare  war  at  ODoe,  then 
tkore  might  be  aome  propriety  \a  taking  hold 
of  er«ry  wend  which  wonU  bear  to  be  oonstrQed 
ioto  an  iosnlt,  but  if  we  wished  for  peace,  it 
vaa  SDWiM  to  do  so.  Bcddee,  he  said,  this 
Speech  waa  not  oommtmioated  in  on  official 
manner,  nor  oonld  it  be  ao  oommnuloated. 
WW  aent  bj  Hi.  Knokitej  in  a  newspaper,  iroia 
which  the  copy  sent  to  them  was  translated, 
but  the  tmndation  was  not  even  authenticated, 
as  nsoaL  He  did  not  dispute  the  &ot,  bnt  it 
vas  a  thing  which  tbej  were  not  bound  to 
oodee ;  indeed,  an  error  with  respect  to  a  i 
■ppcared  on  the  faoe  of  the  paper ;  and  bang 
^fered  to  Mr,  Monroe,  who  was  no  longer 
Miiuatcr,  it  oonld  not  be  offidally  oommnnioated. 
He  therefore  thought  it  was  not  worth  their 

Mr.  Ons  thought  it  right  to  pay  respect  to 
wliat  was  reoommended  b^  the  pKmonaT.  The 
cpeetion  was  whether  thej  sbonld  notice  the 
iiwih  generoDj,  or  in  reference  to  the  Directory. 
He  was  inforwof  tbefiist ;  but  as  this  waa  the 
mij  opportnnitj  given  in  the  Address  of  ex- 
tradng  their  opinion  of  the  coodoct  of  the 
Fi«nch  Government,  he  wished  the  Address  to 
ttandaa  reported. 

Mr.  O.  remarked  npon  Barras'  Speech,  He 
did  not  know  what  was  meant  by  grantins 
peace.  When  partjca  were  at  war,  one  grantca 
the  other  peaoo ;  or  aometiniee  a  stronger  power 
udERVd  «  weaker  to  be  at  peace.  He  supposed 
the  French  meant  it  in  tbe  latter  sense  towards 
tins  oovntrj.  On  conditioD  that  we  respect  ber 
severogn^  I  Vhat  was  meant  here !  If  it 
was  Bovercivatj  over  their  ovrn  nation,  we  hod 
nothing  to  do  witb  it;  if  it  was  any  other,  it 
moat  be  tbe  sover^gnty  they  had  over  ns.  He 
ecttchided  by  remarking,  that  if  there  were  any 
Bfodteis  in  that  Honse  upon  whom  any  impn- 
tatioa  conld  rest  of  their  being  nndnly  attached 
to  tlte  French  canae,  he  thought  it  a  ^ood  op- 
purtuuity  to  come  forward  and  oonvmoe  the 
woriid  that  the  ohargee  were  anjost. 

Mr.  LmNttnojr  took  notice  of  what  had 
Ulen  from  tlie  gentleman  last  np,  and  showed 
the  faUy  of  adopting  an  irritating  tone ;  oh,  if 
m  (dialed  a  fOeaga  government  with  macng 
na  of  one  disrecpectfiu  eipreenon,  they  wonld 
bare  no  difficnlt?  in  retorting  the  complaint,  as 
in  the  conne  of  ttist  debate,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Oarc^na  (Mr.  Habpzk)  hod  called  the 
Cng  <tf  Bp^  the  httmble  vos^l  of  France,  and 
had  not  been  ^taring  of  his  epithets  to  other 
powen ;  and  the  genUenum  from  Mssaaohosetta 
(Mr.  Tbatcerb)  nad  t«rmed  Barras  drunk  or 
mad.  He  alao  noticed  tbe  oonstrnctions  pat 
opoD  tbe  words  **  granting  peace/*  and  "  sove- 
nRgsty,"  as  Tory  extravagant.  The  Speech,  he 
a&awta,  wis  bad  enon^  bnt  he  saw  no  reason 
tat  lortnring  it  in  this  manner. 

lb,  GnJts  Middle  gentleman  from  MssBSchn' 
MttB  hod  celled  npon  persons  who  might  lie 
nte  m^ntatim  of  bdng  friends  to  France,  to 


come  f<;n^ard,  and  show  the  impatation  &lse. 
He  informed  that  gentleman  that  he  did  not  feel 
his  repQtation  hnrt  by  any  impatation  whicli  he 
or  any  other  person  might  throw  npon  him.  He 
wonld  rather  tbe  gentleman  woald  conviuoe 
them  they  were  wrong,  than  call  them  names; 

Mr.  Ons  explained.  He  declared  he  meant 
only  lo  say  that  they  had  been  nqjnstly  charged 
with  those  impntationa,  and  that  such  a  oondnot 
woald  show  it. 

Ur.  W.  Smith  again  nrged  the  propriety  of 
retaining  the  words  in  the  Address  as  reported, 
as  the  amendment  proposed  hod  no  reference  to 
the  FBumEST's  SpeetJi,  as  that  referred  to  an 
official  set;  whereas  the  amendment  hod  no  re- 
lation to  France,  bnt  wonld  apply  to  the  people 
of  China,  or  the  people  of  this  conntry,  as  well 
Bs  to  those  of  France.  He  believed  the  discos* 
slon  hod  been  of  some  nse,  becanse  it  was  now 
on  all  sides  acknowledged  that  the  Speech  of 
Barras  was  on  insnlt,  which  was  not  ^owed  at 
the  be^nning  of  the  debate.  He  conld  only 
say  that  geoUemen  died  hard  ;  to  nse  the  ex- 
pression of  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
SiTOBEAVBS,)  tliey  seem  det«nnined  \a  dU  in 
the  la»t  dileh.  The  objeoliuns  to  the  words  of 
the  present  Address  were  like  the  objections  of 
Themiu  Paint  to  tiie  writings  of  Moses.  He 
denied  that  there  was  any  similarity  between 
expresaioDH  nsed  in  debate  in  that  Honse,  and 
eipre«eionsnsedby  anExecntive  anthority.  No 
notice,  he  aaid,  oncht  to  be  taken  of  what  fdl 
from  members  in  that  Hoase,  whilst  they  were 
allowed  to  be  in  order;  and  if  foreign  Ministers 
attended  to  bear  their  debates,  and  heard  things 
which  they  did  not  hke,  they  on^t  not  to  take 
exceptions  at  it,  since  they  came  there  aninvitcd, 
and  it  was  their  duty  to  say  what  appeared  to 
them  right  at  the  time. 

The  qaeation  was  pot  on  the  amendment, 
when  there  appeared  49  votes  for  it,  and  49 
against  it.  The  Ohairman  declared  it  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

Tkwitodat,  May  Bl. 
Antievr  to  (A<  PrMifonCa  ^eech. 
The  Honse  again  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  Answer  to  tbe  Fbz- 
smmr's  Speech,  Mr.  Daiton'b  amendment 
being  nnder  consideration. 
Mr.  'SAxitst  was  persnaded  tliere  waa  hot 
le  wish  in  the  Honse  with  respect  to  peace, 
notwithstanding  insinnations  to  the  oonb'ary : 
bnt  he  conld  not  agree  with  the  propoeed 
amendment,  as  he  wished  the  negotiation  to  be 
left  wholly  to  the  Prxsidbut.  The  treaty  en- 
tered into  vrith  France  provided  for  their  being 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  other  nnliona, 
and  wished  that  right  to  be  recognized  by  ne- 
gotiation, and  he  doubted  not  the  Fresidekt 
wonld  do  it ;  for  as  he  mnst  see  that  peace  was 
the  dedre  of  all,  he  wonld  take  snch  steps  as 
wonld  be  best  calcolated  to  lead  to  it  He  was 
against  encroachments  on  the  Executive,  aa,  if 
they  onoe  began,  there  was  no  knowing  where 
they  conld  stop.     He  thought  tJiere  was  no 
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danger  of  yni ;  it  wonld  be  a  disagreeable  thing 
for  men  who  foQgbt  in  the  Bevolutionar;  war, 
to  he  obliged  to  unsheathe  their  eworda  against 
FraDCO ;  but  he  trusted  before  they  rose,  moans 
woald  be  taken  for  putting  the  country  into  a 
Btate  cf  defence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  Address 
as  amended,  and  resolved  in  tha  affirmatiTe — 
yeas  G2,  najB  8S,  as  follows: 

Yeas— John  AUeo,  Geo^  Baar,  jr.,  Alwaham 
Baldwin,  Darid  Bard,  Jbbib«  A.  Baynid,  Thoophilm 
Bradbury,  Darid  Brooks,  John  Chapman,  Chriitophsr 
Q.  ChampUn,  Jamei  Coobian,  Jodiaa  Coit,  William 
Cruk,  Samoil  W.  Dana,  Jamet  Davinport,  John 
Dmnii,  Oeorge  Dent,  Oeotge  Kfta,  Thomaa  Erana, 
Abial  FoBler,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Na- 
thaniel Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  Gallatin,  Henij  Glenn, 
Channcey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griawold, 
■William  B.  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartlej,  WilUam 
Hindmim,  Darid  Holme*,  Heiekiah  h.  Boamer,  Jame* 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkei  Kittcra,  Samuel  Lyman, 
Jamea  Machir,  John  Hilledge,  Daoiel  Morgan,  John 
Nicholai,  HarriKm  Q,  Otii,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  JcJm 
Read,  John  KuUedge,  jr.,  Jomea  Schnreman,  Samuel 
Sewall,  William  ShepW,  Thompson  J,  Skinner,  Tho- 
mai  Sinnicksorx,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Nathanlat  Smitii, 
Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  (of  Charleston,)  George 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thoma^  Hark  Thomaou,  Abnm 
Tiigg,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Peleg  Wadawcolh,  and 
John  WilUama 

Nats — Thomai  Bloont,  Biohard  Brant,  Nathan 
Bryan,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Thomas  Clsiboine,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thomaa  T.  Darii,  John  Dairson, 
Lncaa  Ehnendoiph,  WlUiam  Findlaj,  John  Fowler, 
William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Jonatbao  N,  Havens,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  liring- 
ston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  M'Cleuachai^  Joaeph  McDawell,  Anthony 
New,  Josiab  Parker,  Samoel  SitoreaTsa,  William 
Smith  (of  Pinokn^  District),  Richaid  Sptigg,  jr., 
Kchard  Stanford,  Thomas  Somter,  John  Swanwick, 
John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joaeph  B.  Vammn, 
AbrahamVeDsbla,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Ke«t>ked,  That  Ur.  BnAxiB,  attended  hj  the 
Honse,  do  present  the  aaii  Address ;  and  that 
Mr.  Ybnabls,  Mr.  EiTTEBa,  and  Ur.  Nathanikl 
FsBEuaN,  Jr.,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President,  to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be 
convenient  for  him  to  receiyethe  same. 

And  then  the  Hoose  a(^onmed. 

Satusdat,  Jnne  8. 

Aroport  waa  recdved  ^in  the  OommismoDera 
of  the  Federal  Oit^,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
priotdd. 

Antwtr  to  ths  Pretidm^t  SpeeoK 

Mr.  Vbhablk,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  Pkebideht  of  ths  United  Statss, 
to  know  when  and  where  it  will  bo  convenient  for 
hitn  to  receive  the  Address  of  this  House,  in  an- 
'o  his  Speech  to  both  Honsea  of  Congress, 


order,  waited  un  the  PsBBiDKin', 
them  that  it  would  he  convenient  to  him  to  re- 
ceiTs  the  eaid  Addreee,  at  twelve  o'olook  this 
day,  at  hia  own  hovat. 


Ur.  Lton  Bud  he  yeBt«rday  voted  againn  ihe 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  wut  apon  tlie 
"  "iinBBT  to  know  when  and  where  he  woold 
ve  their  Address,  because  he  believed  the 
pRKBiDBMTshonld  always  be  ready  to  rec«veiiB- 
porttmt  oommunications.  He  wished  to  make  a 
motion,  which  was,  "that  snch  members  ss  do 
not  choose  to  attend  npon  the  Pessidekt  to  pre- 
sent the  Answer  to  hisSpeeah,  shall  boeicDsed." 
He  wished  to  be  anderstood.  He  thoi^ght  tha 
motion  a  reasonable  one,  beoanse  it  proposed  to 
leave  them  at  liberty  to  do  as  they  pleased.  And 
bj  the  rules  he  saw,  he  was  obliged  to  attoid, 
except  sick,  or  leave  of  absence  wu  obtained; 
now,  as  he  hoped  not  to  be  mck,  be  vrisbed  U 
put  himself  out  of  the  power  of  the  Sergeaut-st- 
Arms,  if  be  did  not  attend.  He  had  been  told 
ho  might  stay  behind  withont  bung  noticed; 
but  this  was  not  enough  for  him,  aa  ho  was  a 
timid  man,  and  the  House  had  the  law  on  th«r 
side,  aa  be  recollectod  something  of  a  r^iimand 
which  had  been  given  to  Mr.  WnrrBiT.  (The 
SpEAXas  reminded  him  it  was  ont  of  order  to 
censure  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  any 
former  occasion.]  He  said  he  stood  oorreettd, 
and  proceeded. 

He  hod  spoken,  he  said,  to  both  adee  of  tha 
Hoose  (04  th«y  were  eaUtd)  on  the  satjeoL  One 
side  dissuaded  him  from  his  motion,  and  lai^hed 
at  it;  the  other  side  did  not  wish  to  Join  him  in 
it,  because  it  wonld  look  like  disrespect  to  ths 
person  lately  elected,  who  was  not  a  man  of  their 
choice ;  hut  he  trusted  onr  magnaoimons  Pm- 
siDKNT  would,  with  the  enli^tened  yeomanry  ol 
America,  despise  euoh  a  boyish  piece  of  bnsiQees. 
This,  he  B^d,  was  no  new  snbject  with  him,  b« 
had  long  beard  the  folly  of  th«  wise  made  a  mst- 
ter  of  wonder  in  this  respect.  It  was  stud  tbit 
waa  not  the  time  to  abolish  the  eostom;  botthii 
was  the  oant  oaed  agunst  every  kind  of  refbna, 
No  better  lime  ooold  ever  arriva,  he  said,  thm 
this,  whioh  was  the  threshold  of  a  new  Frca- 
denoy,  at  a  time  when  the  man  elected  to  the 
office  was  beloved  and  revered  by  his  fello*' 
citizens ;  he  was  as  yet  nnnaed  to  vun  adnlatiiHi ; 
he  had  spent  a  great  part  of  hia  life  amoD^  * 
people  whose  love  of  a  plunneaa  of  manner  Sir- 
bids  aQ  pageantry ;  be  would  be  ^ad  to  see  the 
custom  done  away.  Were  be  aowtg  in  his  own 
personal  obaraeter,  be  pertiape  might  oonii:»iit 
to  the  idle  nsage,  bnt  aoting  as  he  was  fw  cdgh^ 
thoDsaod  peiHile,  every  fel£er  of  a  fiunily  in  his 
dislriot  wonld  condemn  hfan  for  oneh  an  act. 

Ur.  Btoinnr  etud  he  had  aeoonded  the  molioD 
of  Uie  gentlema^  from  Vermont,  in  order  to  give 
him  an  opportonity  of  stating  his  reasons  fix 
foklng  it,  and  not  from  any  desire  to  reeoad 
tha  rule. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  the  House  would  not 
wish  to  do  violence  to  the  gentleman's  feeUo^ 
It  was  true  some  of  the  most  reqiectable  taenia 
the  Duited  States  had  waited  npon  thePsBsim* 
iu  a  similar  way,  yet,  if  the  gentleman  tboeght 
it  wonld  net  comport  with  hia  own  dignit?  to 
do  it,  he  hoped  he  wonld  be  exonsed. 

The  motion  was  put,  aikd  carried  sotnimooHr' 
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The  Spxuxb  informed  the  Eoiue  tbe  bonr 
ms  uriTed  at  which  the  PBKsmsirr  had  ^i- 
poiotGd  to  receive  them. 

Ur.  ]Uc»ii  moved  that  the  House  do 


obliged  to  go.  He  thought,  however  the  power 
of  the  Honse  might  ezt«md  to  bringmg  a  mem- 
ber into  the  Eoosc^  there  waa  no  power  to  carry 
himoDt. 

The  motioD  was  negatived  witboat  a  divisioD. 

The  Hooae  then  withdrew,  and  waited  upon 
the  PaEsmBirr  or  thb  UnrnD  Bt^tss  with  the 
fiiJIowing  Addreaa: 

To  de  PnMtM  afOu  UnHtd  SUUm  : 

Sir,  the  iuteiutiiig  detail  of  thou  erent*  whiob  hnve 
icodcisi  tlia  omiTisitioii  of  Congrasa,  at  this  time,  m- 
diifrnmbla,  (commnnicWed  in  yonr  Speech  to  both 
Boots,)  hiu  eidtad  in  ni  the  itrongeat  emotiana. 
Whilst  we  Rgnt  the  oocanon,  m  cuinot  omit  to  tes- 
tify OQT  ■pprobation  of  the  messure,  and  to  pledge 
ewidies  that  no  oonaderalioiis  of  private  incoovB- 
■ianos  ihaH  prevoU,  on  our  part,  a  faithful  discharge 
of  bedotte*  toiduchws  an  called. 

Te  bare  coiutantly  hoped  that  the  nations  of  En- 
lafe,  whilst  desolated  by  foreign  wan,  or  ooDvalaed 
ij  mtestiiM  diviiioiis,  vouM  ba,ve  left  the  United  Slates 
Id  enjoj  that  peace  and  tnuiqiulljty  to  which  the  im- 
partial cfodDet  of  our  Govenimeiit  has  entitled  ns ; 
eod  it  is  now,  with  extreme  legret,  we  find  the  mea- 
Mrea  of  the  Fiench  Rnmblio  teoding  to  endanger  a 
istaatiaa  M  desirable  and  interesting  to  onr  comitiy. 
Upon  this  oecawon  we  fed  it  onr  dnty  to  express, 
M  die  most  expUeit  tnanner,  the  eenaatioia  which  the 
present  oisis  has  excited,  and  to  assure  jon  of  onr 
aaaloBs  eo-opaiation  in  those  measnne  whiofa  may 
^ipear  neceuaiy  for  onr  secoritj  or  peace. 

AUhooi^  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of  onr  hearts  that 
peace  may  be  maintained  with  the  Fcenoh  Bepnblic, 
aod  with  all  the  worM,  yet  we  will  never  sntreader 
tboee  i^ts  which  belong  to  ns  as  a  natioD  j  and 
widlrt  we  view  with  satis&ction  the  wisdom,  dignity, 
and  moderation,  which  have  marked  tlie  measnres  of 
the  sopreme  EzecntiTe  of  onr  coontry,  in  its  attempts 
to  reoane,  by  candid  explanati(»ks,  the  complaints  and 
jealosies  <rir  FraoM,  we  ML  the  fhll  toroe  of  that  in- 

jeotian  of  it*  Hinisler.  Ko  attampta  to  wtnmd  onr 
□gbts  as  a  sovereign  Stale  will  elcB^w  the  notioe  of 
onr  ecDsdldeots ;  they  *iii  be  felt  with  indignation, 
and  lepelled  -with  that  deciuon  which  afaall  convince 
Ae  wnU  that  we  are  not  a  degraded  people,  thU  we 
OB  nerer  lobmit  to  the  demands  of  a  foreign  power 
wUmm  examination  and  witboat  discassion. 

Enoving  as  we  do  the  aonfideace  reposed  by  the 
pecfb  of  die  United  States  in  thdr  Govemmeut,  we 
eanaot  hesilata  in  expreasing  onr  indicnalion  at  any 
•otirasnts  teodii^  to  derogate  fWon  Oiat  eoofidence. 
Soeb  Kntiment^  wherever  entertained,  served  to 
siisM  sn  imperfect  knowledgs  of  the  opinions  of  oar 
emitlsenla.  An  attempt  to  sepnrale  the  people  of 
Itt  United  States  from  ijieir  Government,  is  an  at- 
taint to  Kpar«te  tbem  ftom  thcmselvea ;  and  al- 
Oiad,  hmigiieiM,  who  know  not  the  gi^nlns  of  our 
imm  ma?  have  conceived  the  project,  azid  foreign 
^muif  may  •tt«nipt  the  eiecolion,  yet  the  nnited 
.       , ]r_iinw-cit)>ens  will  oonvinoa  the  woiid 

'taSr^we '^**'^  wonnd  wMoh  has  been  in- 


fficted  by  the  tnuiactjons  disclosed  In  yonr  commoot- 
eations,  jet  we  think  with  ynn,  that  neither  the  bocor 
nor  the  interest  of  the  United  States  forbid  the  repeti- 
tion of  advancesforpraservinRpwCB.  We,  therefore, 
receive  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  yonr  inrormation 
that  a  &eeh  attempt  at  n^^tiation  will  be  institcted ; 
and  we  cherish  the  hope  that  a  mntoal  apiritof  oonoi- 
Uation,aiid  a  dispcmtion  on  the  part  of  Franca  to  com- 
pensate for  any  injories  which  may  have  bean  com- 
mitted npoo  oiu'  nentral  rights ;  and,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  place  France  on  gronnds  similar 
to  those  of  other  oonntries  in  their  relation  and  con- 
nection with  as,  if  any  inequalities  aiiall  be  fonnd  to 
exist,  will  prodooe  an  accommodation  compatible  with 
the  engagements,  rights  dnties  and  honor  of  the 
United  States.  Fnlly,  however,  impressed  with  the 
imcerlaint;  of  the  reialt,  we  sball  prepare  to  meet 
with  fbrtitode  any  unfavorable  events  which  may  oo- 
cnr,  and  to  aitneata  oarselves  from  their  canseqnenoee 
with  all  the  skill  we  possess,  and  all  the  efibrta  in  oar 
powET.  Believing  with  you  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Govemmeat  has  bean  jost  and  impartial  to  foreign 
nations,  that  the  laws  for  the  preserration  of  peace 
have  been  proper,  and  that  the;  have  been  fairly  exe- 
cuted, the  Representatives  of  the  pemle  do  not  besl- 
late  to  declare  that  tbey  will  give  their  most  eordial 
snwott  to  the  eiecutiiMi  of  principles  so  deliberately 
and  oprigfatly  estabUshad. 

The  many  Interesling  sulgeota  which  yon  have  i»> 
oommended  to  one  oonsideration,  and  iriilch  are  so 
stmi^Iy  eufbrced  by  this  momenton*  oocaston,  will 
receive  every  attention  whioh  their  Inmortanco  de- 
mands {  and  we  trust  that  by  the  decided  and  explitit 
oonduct  whioh  will  govern  oar  delibermtiim*,  eveiy  in- 
sinnation  will  be  repelled  which  is  demgatiny  to  the 
honor  and  independence  of  our  country. 

Permit  ns,  in  oSbring  this  Address,  (O  express  onr 
satisfaction  at  yonr  promotion  to  the  first  office  in  fhe 
Government,  aod  onr  entire  oonfidencs  that  the  pre- 
eminent talents  and  patriotism  which  have  placed  you 
in  this  distingniihed  situation,  will  enablo  yon  to  dis- 
charge its  various  dntiea  with  satisfJictian  to  yonnelf 
and  advantage  to  our  common  oouotry. 

To  whioh  the  PbbSidxht  returned  the  foDow- 
ing  answer : 

Hr.  .^Mcder,  md 

Getidanen  qflSe  Boiut  a/ Repraattatim  : 
I  reo^TS  with  great  satit&ctioi  Tonroandid  appro- 
bation of  the  convention  of  Congress ;  and  tbank  yon 
for  yonr  assnranoes  that  the  interesting  subjects  re- 
commended to  your  consideTatioa  sluJl  receive  the 
attention  which  their  importance  demands ;  and  that 
yonr  co-<q>eratiau  may  be  expected  in  those  measures 
which  may  appear   necessaiy  for  our  secuii^  at 

The  declaiotiou  of  the  Repressntativos  of  this  nation, 
of  their  Batisfaction  at  my  piomotian  to  the  first  offloe 
in  the  Qoremment,  and  of  their  confidence  in  my  Ab- 
oere  endeavors  to  discharge  the  various  duties  of  it, 
with  advantage  to  onr  common  country,  have  exuted 
my  most  grateful  senubility. 

I  pray  jou,  gentlemen,  to  believe,  and  to  oommu- 
nicata  inch  assurance  to  onr  oonstitnenti,  that  no 
event  which  I  can  fncsee  to  be  attainable  by  any  ex- 
ertions in  the  disohaive  of  my  duties,  can  affijrd  me 
so  much  eordial  satisfaction  as  (o  conduct  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  French  Republic,  to  a  removal  of  pro- 
jndicss,  a  conaction  oi  eiroTB,  a  dissipation  of  um- 
brages, an  Mcommodation  of  all  Jifftoanees,  and  a 
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rutoratioQ  oT  hannony  uid  afbotion,  to  the  motoal 
ntufKtion  of  both  lulion*,  Aod  wheuerer  the  In- 
timate orgBni  of  inteicouns  (hall  be  renorad,  and 
the  raol  lentimeiits  of  ^e  two  Gorenimenti  can  be 
caoiVdlf  commimiciited  to  each  other,  although 
■troiul;  imprauol  with  the  neoesntj  of  collectiiig 
ooradvea  into  a  manlf  pottnie  of  defenoe,  I  neTerthe- 
leu  entertain  mn  enconza^ing  confldeDoe  that  a  mntoal 
•[orit  of  condliatitni,  a  cU>po«ition  tc 
jnriw,  and  aooranmodale  each  other 
tiiMia  and  CMinectioiu,  will  .produce  ._  „ 
a  treat;  ocnuiiteiit  with  tlia  eugagementi,  li^ta,  do- 
tiai,  and  hoirar  of  both  nationi. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UMnxD  Sum,  Jvtt  8, 1T97. 

UoNDAT,  June  5. 
D^entive  Meataret. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommit- 
tee  (^  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  nnion,  and 
the  Speech  of  the  Presisbnt,  &t  tJie  opening  of 
the  session,  haring  been  read, 
Mr.  W.  SuiTH  sdd,  ho  wished  to  lay  apon  the 
'    table  a  number  of  resolationa,  which  it  appeared, 
if  it  should  not  be  found  advisable  to  wtrry  the 
whole  of  them  into  effect,  were  at  least  wortJij 
of  diacnasion.    He  did  not,  however,  at  preaent, 
pledge  himself  to  enpport  the  whole:  tfaejwere 
H  f^ow : 

"  1.  Ba(^iird,  That  fbrther  pntnnon  onsht  to  bo 
made  by  law,  for  fortifjiDg  the  forts  and  harbon  of 
the  United  Stat«L 

■  "  a.  Rmlvtd,  That  ftjrtiior  providon  be  made  by 
law,  for  complodng  and  mamiing  the  frigates  United 
States,  Conititatiou,  and  ConiteUatiaii. 

"  8.  Baolcfd,  That  pronilou  be  made  by  law,  fbr 
precuting  fay  porehaw  a  fnrther  naval  fbrce,  to  eon- 

alst  of frigates  of V'^t  ""^ ilot^  rf 

war  of gniu. 

"  i.  Rtmlied,  That  provldoii  be  made  by  law,  for 
empowering  the  Presldont  (0  employ  the  naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  ai  oonvoye  to  protect  the  trade 

"  S.  Bttolvtd,  That  pTOvliion  be  made  by  law,  for 
legnlaliog  the  aimiiig  of  the  merchant  veieeli  of  the 
United  State*. 

■*  C  Btulvd,  That  the  estttlng  HQitaty  Eatab- 
Ijthment  onght  to  be  aiu^ented  by  an  additjon  of 
one  re^aent  or  coipa  of  aitillerirtB  and  eugineen, 
and oompudes  of  dngoons. 

"  T.  RetelMd,  Tliat  proviaioa  be  made  by  law,  for 
empowering  Iht  Prend^  to  raise  a  provinonal  army, 

(0  consist  of legimenti  of  infantry,  one  regiment 

of  artillery,  and  one  regiment  of  dragooni,  by  cxnn- 
miuioning  the  officers,  and  by  volnoteers  or  enlist- 
menla,  wheDever  the  circumBtancei  of  the  ooontry 
ihaU,  Id  hii  opinion,  render  the  said  aimy  neceuaiy 
fbr  the  protectioD  and  defence  of  the  United  Statee : 
l^orided.  That  neither  the  officers  nor  soldiers  ihall 
receive  any  pay  or  emolnments  until  called  into  ao- 
toal  service. 

"S.  Rttolved,  That  pro  vis!  on  be  made  by  law, 
auth^riu  the  President  to  bomw,  on  the  credit  of  the 

United  States,   a  snm  not  exceeding dollan,  to 

defray  the  expense  which  may  ante  in  providing  for 
the  defence  and  aecority  of  the  United  States. 

"  U.  Setatccd,  That  proviiion  be  made  by  law,  to 
raise    a   revenue   adequate  to  the  reimbursement, 


—  yeai^  of  mAi  ma  a*  may  be  bonowed, 

to.  Raotvtd,  lliat  provi^on  be  made  by  law,  to 
prohibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  amu, 
ammnnltion,  and  military  uid  naval  Btone," 

The  refolntioni  having  been  read  from  the 

l£r!  W.  Smtth  moved  the  first  of  them. 

Mr.  Qiufl  wiahed  the  gentlemiia  would  re- 
verse his  proportions,  and  let  the  one  for  rels- 
ing  money  oome  first.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther they  were  prepared  to  meet  this  expense. 
He  ^d  not  mean  to  oppose  the  present  motion ; 
he  Boppoeed  it  would  pass.  Buthetbon^ttbey 
ahoat  to  be  too  preoipitona  in  their  mea- 
,  At  a  time  when  sQ  Europe  seemed  to  be 
tired  of  war,  and  about  to  malce  peaoe,  we 
seemed  to  be  disposed  to  rush  into  iL  He  did 
not  believe  that  mnoh  good  wonld  be  d<xie  bv 
this  system  of  fortification.  He  did  not  thhtk 
the  United  States  were  more  aeonre  now,  than 
before  they  had  a  single  work  of  the  Und,  We 
have,  said  he,  an  extensive  Bea-ooast,anditwM 
not  to  be  expected  that  an  enemy  woold  chocae 
ime  to  precisely  the  place  where  B  fortifica- 
stands.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  oountiy  would  be  served,  by 
letting  this  matter  lie  over  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Wuxuifs  observed,  that  the  sense  of  the 
committee  should  be  first  taken  npon  the  pro- 
priety of  going  into  the  measure;  Iftlierewasa 
m^ority  in  &vor  of  it,  (and  he  oonld  not  doubt 
it,)  the  matter  would  be  referred  to  a  select  oom- 
mitt«e,  who  wonld  make  th^  report  upon  it 

Mr.  8.  SiOTH  waa  in  bvor  of  going  mf>  U^ 
m«Mare;  forif  tiie  waroantiniiedinEiux>pe,he 
thooght  it  probable  we  might  be  drawn  into  it 

Ur.  SwAKwiDK  shoidd  not  be  opposed  to  the 
present  motion,  becanse  he  agreed  with  thegen- 
tleman  irom  Maryland,  that  whUst  the  war  eon- 
tinned  in  Eorope  there  was  a  probability  of  this 
oounlry  being  drawn  into  the  vortex.  Bat  he 
thought  there  was  some  weight,  also,  in  the  ob> 
serration  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  wit£ 
respect  to  the  ways  and  means;  becanse,  if,  after 
th^  should  agree  to  carry  into  effect  certain 
measnree,  they  should  disa^«eabont  the  means, 
their  time  would  have  been  spent  to  no  pur- 
pose. 

The  qnwtion  was  pnt  and  carried,  there  being 
08  votes  In  fhvor  ot  A. 

CirmpUtijig  and  Matmbiy  the  Frigatea. 
Mr.  Gauj-tin  said,  if  the  question  was  to  de- 
termine the  principle  of  manning  the  frigates, 
the  reaolutiou  stood  right  as  it  waa.  But  if  it 
were  not  intended,  by  adopting  this  resolution, 
to  commit  any  man,  but  only  to  aay  that  they 
wotdd  take  the  busineSB  into  consideration,  and 
if  found  nsefid  and  neoeesary,  and  fbnda  were 
attainable,  they  wonld  carry  it  into  effect,  then 
the  amendment  of  tbe  gentletoan  from  Kew 
York  (Mr.  LivisoeiOB)  would  be  proper.  As 
to  the  committee's  ri»ng,  he  oonld  see  no 
gronnd  for  it,  as  these  propoulioiiB  were  not 
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new—ibej  had  had  them  b«fi»v  them  for  three 
we«ka  in  the  Speech  of  the  FsmDiHT.  Of 
eoDiM,  BO  Ev  SB  related  to  the  frigates,  geotle- 
mea  mnat  hare  fbrtned  an  opiaioD;  jet  he 
igreed  that  it  was  desirable  to  see  some  docn- 
ments  on  the  subject,  before  a  decided  affirma- 
tJTe  or  amative  was  given.  He  was,  there- 
fore^ is  &vor  of  the  amendment  fbr  a  com- 
Dditee  to  be  appmniaS.  He  wished  all  those 
stbJMtB  whieh  wen  of  a  doabtfiil  nature  to  be 
dm  determined.  On  the  other  hand,  those 
^on  whidi  members  were  ready  to  decide  at 
ooee,  either  bj  sn  aoceptaooe  or  rqeotion, 
■ig^t  be  Totad  npon  in  the  form  in  which  they 
were  introdnoed. 

Mr.  Paxekb  read  the  motion  which  was  en- 
toed  into  lart  jear,  and  thooght  it  wonld  be  a 
good  model  for  the  present. 

Kr.  W.  SwTE  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He 
tboni^t  the  committee  shonld  first  decide  the 
ilMnot  prindple.  He  thonght  it  wonld  he 
wrong  to  refer  to  a  select  oommittee  a  bnsinees 
in  which  ever;  member  was  so  intimately  In- 
tertsted,  and  he  doubted  not  gentlemen  were 
n»Aj  to  decide  npon  this  abstract  qneedon. 
Tith  regard  to  expense,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
if  the  ntoation  of  the  conntry  required  it,  that 
dwold  be  no  otiject  If  gentleman  thought  dif- 
ferently, they  wonld  of  course  negative  the 
nnstion.  Any  Information  on  the  sabject 
i  be  got  before  the  business  was  finished. 
He  thought  they  should  first  say  what  were 
the  necessary  objects  of  expense,  and  then  pro- 
vide the  money,  which  might  be  done  by  oor- 
rowing  or  by  tsxea.  If  there  was  a  neoesnty 
tx  the  espenseL  there  was  no  doubt  the  money 
would  be  raised.  If  gentlemen  were  not  pre- 
pared to  discDBS  thesnt^ect,  hehadnooUeotion 
to  the  committee's  rinns,  end,  in  the  House, 
the  Seoretaz;  of  War  mi^t  be  ceiled  npon  for 


Ur.  KioHOLAB  thought  Qie  qneation  was  d 


biriy  preeentML  It  wa«  whether  they  dionld 
man  the  fHgates.  But  when  they  were  called 
■poD  to  detenntDe  this,  tbey  abomd  know  when 


titer  wonld  be  ready  to  receive  the  men.  The 
pnAabili^  was  that  the  frigates  wonld  not  be 
ready  to  rec^ve  the  men  befbre  the  next  ses- 
nm  of  OoDgress. 

Mr.  Daros  (the  Speaker)  was  in  bvra-  of 
Uke  (Higinal  proportion.  He  wished  to  provide 
fcr  manning  all  the  flfgatee  which  oonld  be  got 
ready  befim  tLe  next  seeeion  of  Oongresa,  He 
bdiered  if  they  adt^ted  this  plan,  nnueoeesary 
drin  would  be  prevented. 

Mr,  Pabxes  was  ready  to  voto  fbr  the  propo- 
wtiaa  of  the  seDtleman  from  South  Osrolina. 
He  bdJeved  the  (Hgate  in  Philadelphia  might 
be  eqo^iped,  rigged,  and  manned,  in  three 
■'"'*'■■  The  only  re«son  why  he  varied  his 
BMion  was,  that  he  might  include  the  next 
impaction;  but  he  believed  it  would  be  better 
fo  than  to  stand  separate,  aa,  before  he  voted 
ftr  the  additional  TCHsels,  he  should  wish  to 
kMw  how  the  means  were  to  be  got,  and  for 
*!«  pDrpoae  tbor  were  to  be  used.    The  vea- 


sel  at  Boston,  he  s^d,  wonld  not  be  ready  ao 
soon,  bnt  it  would  be  in  readiness  before  the 
next  meeting  of  Oongress ;  that  at  Ballmiore 
wonld  be  in  readiness  to  reorave  her  men  in  four 

monttiB. 


July,  and  the  equipments  were  in  greater  for- 
wardoesB  than  those  for  the  fngato  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

Mr.  BjlUiwik  was  against  referring  this  pro- 
position to  a  select  committee.  It  would  be 
desirable,  indeed,  to  know  what  the  cost  of 
doing  the  bnsinen  wonld  be,  bnt  every  one 
knew  how  little  to  be  relied  up<ni  were  estimates 
of  ibis  kind.  He  was  ready  to  vote  for  man- 
ning the  frigates;  Indeed  there  was  no  qaestion 
npon  which  he  was  so  ready  to  say  aye,  as  npon 
this. 

The  question  was  abont  to  be  put  on  Mr. 
LrmoeroN's  motion,  when 

Mr.  Vabrux  said  he  thought  the  wording  of 
the  resolntion  improper,  as  the  word  "  oomplet- 
iDs"  would  clash  with  the  act  of  last  seedoD. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  60  to  S4, 

Hr,  Maoob  wished  the  f  rigatea  to  be  oomplet< 
ed,  but  not  manned,  he  therefore  movea  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  and  manning," 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived ;  there 
being  only  twenty-four  votes  in  &vor  of  it. 

Mr.  GiLHs  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"completing;"  bat,  after  some  oonTersatioD, 
the  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  the  original 
resolution  was  carried. 

The  third  propodlioa  next  came  nnder  cam- 
mderation. 

Mr.  NiCHous  hoped  the  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced this  motion,  wonld  tell  them  for  what 
purpose  these  additional  vessels  were  wasted. 
He  supposed  this  resolntion  to  be  connected 
with  the  next,  and  if  so,  he  thousht  they  should 
be  oongidered  together.  What,  he  asked,  were 
to  be  the  instmctions  given  to  the  oommanders- 
of  theee  veesela  ?  He  thought  it  a  very  em- 
barrassing buHiaess,  and  one  that  would  certainly 
lead  to  war ;  ns^,  indeed,  the  thing  seenjed  to 
be  a  war  operation  in  itself. 

Mr.  W.  SwTH  wished  the  genllenuui  had 
made  his  inquiries  before.  They  wonld  have 
come  more  properly  when  the  frigates  were 
imder  oonaiaaration.  as  the  same  olgection 
would  be  BgainBt  both ;  and  the  next  resolntion 
had  no  more  connection  with  this  than  with 
that  already  agreed  to.  The  gentleman  seemed 
to  have  let  go  the  opportunity  of  calling  upon  ' 
him ;  as,  however,  he  did  not  wish  to  evade 
his  call,  ^though  he  was  not  wiDing  to  say  he 
woold  iums^vote  for  the  meaaare,)  he  would 
say  that  it  appeared  to  him,  fivm  the  present 
state  of  the  commerce  of  this  oonntry,  to  be 
necessary  to  provide  convoys  for  our  vessels. 
These  vessels  n^t  sot,  indeed,  be  employed 
as  a  regular  convoy,  bat  partly  confined  to  the 
coasts  and  harbors. 

Ur.  NioBOLW  expected  the  g«itleraan  fh>m 
Sonth  Carolina  would  have  acknowledged  that 
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the  two  resolntjona  were  conoected.  Indeed 
lie  innet  have  intended  those  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  tbis  wRy,  or  rach  t,  re^olntfon  would 
not  have  been  introduced.  With  respect  to 
Sweden's  treaty  for  a  reciprocal  convoy,  tbere 
was  BOme  ground  for  it,  as  ttiere  was  a  difference 
between  the  Hortliem  Powers  of  Earope,  as  to 
the  prindple  of  free  ships  making  free  goods ; 
but  where  there  was  no  difference  as  to  the 
prindple,  no  snch  thing  oonld  take  place. 

Hr.  Gali^tin  aaid  the  present  resolntion  was 
certitinly  in  some  degree  connected  with  the 
next  It  was  understood  that  the  pnrohadng 
of  Angatee  and  aloops  of  war,  was  for  the  pnr- 
poae  of  convoying  our  trade.  Under  the  presMt 
drcomstancea  of  tliis  oonnCry,  he  should  be  op- 
posed to  ibis  proposition ;  not  that  he  denied 
the  right  of  neatral  powers  to  afford  convoys 
to  their  merchant  vessels;  bnt,  because  under 
present  drcomatancw  it  was  impolitio  to  adopt 
the  measure,  not  only  for  the  reasons  urged  b; 
the  gentleman  from  Virginiar  bnt  on  aoconnt  of 
oar  sitaalioD  with  reapeot  to  France  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  By  onr  treaty  with  France, 
enemy's  property  was  to  be  respected  on  board 
of  Amencan  vessels,  and  oertain  artjdes  nsed 
in  the  bnilding  of  ships  were  not  considered  as 
contraband ;  the  PsEeuBNT  would,  of  oourse,  be 
obliged  to  give  orders  to  have  our  vessels  pro- 
tected in  tUs  situation,  and  who  oonld  not  see 
that  this  would  be  the  source  of  war;  and  if 
the  convoy  were  not  to  he  employed  to  enfbrce 
tbeae  two  privileges,  he  did  not  see  .wliat  use 
it  conld  be  o£  He  knew  that  depredodons 
vrithont  number  had  been  committed  in  the 
Weet  Indies ;  but  he  was  led  to  believe  that 
this  waa  done  by  pirates  more  tliBn  by  any 
other'veaselB.  Bat  suppose  it  were  practicable 
to  distingoish  between  Uiose  vessels  which  were 
r^pilafly,  and  those  which  were  piratically 
taken ;  yet,  be  must  confess  he  woold  not  M 
for  mnning  the  risk  of  a  rnptura,  by  sending  ont 
armed  vessels  tooontest  the  point,  eepeciaUy  when 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  thtoe  attacks 
are  unauthorized  by  the  French  Government. 

Hr.  G.  thought  it  woold  only  l)e  seoessary  to 
extend  car  navy  in  case  of  war,  and  were  thia 
nnh^pily  to  be  onr  sitaation,  vessels  might 
«adly  M  purchased  without  delay ;  bnt  vrlulst 
we  were  at  peace,  he  did  not  think  the  advon- 
t^'gn  which  oonld  be  derived  ftom  a  convoy 
-wonid  be  a  suffldent  iodnoement  to  go  into  the 
ineasnre.  Besides  he  was  indooed  by  another 
motive  to  nve  this  proportion  his  neg^ve.  He 
kxam  the  depredations  apon  our  commerce  had 
beencpeat ;  oat  he  did  not  look  upon  this  loes 
as  falBog  otily  npon  merchants,  lltere  was  not 
an  individoal  who  did  not  bear  a  part  of  it* 
For  instance,  if  a  merchant  paid  ten  or  fifteen 
per  cent  admtJonal  npon  his  cargo,  he  will  put 
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a  proportionably  hi^  price  npon  his  oontmo- 
ditiea,  whidi  mast  eventually  be  pud  by  lbs 
consumer.  Therefore,  so  for  as  an  argament 
might  be  drawn  from  this  circnmstance,  it  be- 
came a  question  of  expediency,  and  he  ^ouglit 
it  wonld  be  granted,  tnat  the  loss  to  iodivid^ 
wonld  be  less  in  tliis  way  tJtan  if  they  had  to 
Bopport  a  navy  to  protect  our  trade. 

Mr.  W.  SioTH  acknowledged  tiiat  there  was 
considerable  weight  in  the  aifpmieuta  of  the 
gentleman  l^om  Pennsylvania,  thoogii  he  did 
not  find  sufficient  weight  in  them  to  change  hi) 
opinion  of  die  propriety  of  the  measure.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  endeavored  to 
uiow  that,  as  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  prindple  between  France  and  this  country, 
the  regulations  entored  into  with  Sweden  did 
not  apply ;  whilst  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania hod  produced  argamenta  to  show  that 
we  were  in  that  situation.  With  respect  to  the 
treat;  ortides  in  dispute,  it  would  t>e  an  ean 
matter  for  Vixh  Premaont  to  give  the  oomniuid- 
ers  of  onr  vessels  proper  instructions  on  tliat 
head.  And  would  any  gentleman  say  it  wm 
not  right  to  defend  our  vessels  agdnst  pbotesl 
Would  not  tiie  French  say,  if  they  were  applied 
to  for  redress,  "  Yon  knew  these  were  pirates; 
why  did  rou  not  defend  yourselves  against 
them  t  **  The  expense,  wbii^  seems  bo  mudi  lo 
alarmgentiemen,  should  l>e  put  ont  of  the  qnee- 
tion.  lie  only  question,  said  he,  is,  if  yoor  pro- 
perty is  uqjustl;  attacked,  will  you  detbnd  iti 

Bnt  it  waa  sud  the  loss  did  not  fall  upon  the 
merchant  bnt  upon  the  consumer.  Mr.  S.  as- 
serted it  tell  upon  tiie  country ;  and  so  farfFwn 
the  expense  of  the  proposed  annameDt  bting 
equal  to  the  loss  sustuned  by  captures,  it  wovld 
not,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  tenth  part  of  the  amount, 
for  whatever  the  plunderers  got  thia  ooontry 
lost  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  made  &  rough  calcula- 
tion of  what  woul^  be  the  expense  of  three 
frigates,  of  82  gnus,  and  sis  eloope  of  war  of  II 
gnna,  and  found  It  to  be  $920,000,  indn^ 
Uie  eqnipmentand  manning  for  one  year. 

Mr,  Gaxs  s^d,  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Ot- 
rolina  talked  of  defensive  measores,  bnt  hii 

Slans  were  offensive.  That  gentleman  hod  us- 
ertaken  to  doubt  the  right  of  France  to  declan 
her  ports  rebel  porta.  Waa  this  defensivel 
Every  nation  haa  this  right.  It  was  not  long 
since  Great  Britain  exercised  it  agunstus.  Yet, 
aided  by  a  convoy,  he  wished  to  posh  our  trade 
to  these  ports.  This  would  not  only  be  baiard- 
ing  the  peace  of  the  country,  bnt  taking  tbs 
direct  road  to  war. 

Besides,  aaid  Mr.  G.,  oonld  it  be  expected  that 
six  or  ten  fVigatea  could  convoy  all  our  vesel*t 
No ;  not  a  twentieth  part  of  them.  They  coqR 
therefore,  t)e  of  little  use,  bnt  might  be  the  means 
of  producing  the  greal«st  evil  to  the  oountry. 
Mr.  Baidwik  said,  in  all  their  detenninati<HUi 
with  respect  to  a  naval  foroe,  however  great  tte 
emergency,  it  has  always  been  determined  to 
build,  rather  than  parohsae  vessels,  and  be  saw 
no  reason  for  departing  from  this  mode  in  Ihs 
present  instance. 
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After  some  objedionH  from  Mr.  W.  Smith  to 
the  bailding  plan,  wUch  he  Eaid  would  take 
three  or  four  years  to  furoish  the  proposed  ves- 
wls,  whereas  merchant  vessels  might  be  imme- 
dirtely  parchased,  which  would  aDBwpr  the  pnr- 
poM  of  small  frigate^  the  committee  rose,  re- 
peated the  two  resolation&  which  Uie  Bonse 
took  np  and  agreed  to,  and  committees  ware 
^pcriat«d  to  report  npon  them  by  hilla  or  other- 

WroswDAT,  Jnne  7. 
D^eTime  Meantret. 


The  Sth,  which  was  in  the  followiag  worda, 
haring  been  read, 

"Btitilted,Thatpimia«ahB  nude,  bj law,  for reg- 
■litiiig  the  arming  ^  menhuit  vcMeli  rf  tba  United 

Ur.  SwAXWiOK  inqnired,  with  what  Tiew 
Ibete  Teaaela  were  to  be  provided!  Against 
whom  thej  were  to  be  employed  I  and  in  what 
(•see  they  ware  to  defend  themselTes  t  The  in- 
foniialion  which  be  might  receive  on  these  in- 
fdri^  he  s^d,  wonld  have  con^derable  wdght 
in  inflnenring  hie  vote. 

Mr.  HisFKK  Bud  the  detail  would  be  bronght 
forward  in  the  bill ;  the  principle  was  now  only 
to  be  detennined.  He  had  not  thought  of  tJl 
the  modifications  which  might  be  given  to  iL 
thoogb  he  had  thooght  of  many ;  but  it  wonld 
be  best  discnssed  in  itsgeneral  form.  The  gea- 
tlonaa,  if  he  thought  proper,  might  lotrodnce 
into  the  resolntioD  nay  priiioiple  which  he  mi^t 
nh  to  have  iiurarted  in  it. 

Mr.  WiLu*jfB  said  it  was  weU  known  that  a 
SDmba'  of  onr  merchantmen  were  arming  in  dif- 
ferent porta  of  the  Union,  and  it  was,  therefore, 
iwcenary  to  regulate  this  bnsinees,  to  prevent 
miKhief  being  oooe.  Gentlemen  mu^t  differ  in 
<^nion  with  respect  to  the  marine  Jaw  or  laws 
M  Datums  oD  this  ralgect ;  bnt  all  wonld  wish, 
•JDoa  ttmde  were  arming,  that  they  ahoald  be 
p«t  under  Mine  restraint  When  he  voted  for 
■Mnnlng  (bc  frigate^  he  did  it  with  a  view  to 
have  tbnn  eniplojed  in  the  defence  of  our  coasta, 
lad  not  aa  a  convoy.  Our  situation,  he  aidd, 
was  billy  critical,  and  he  was  nndetermined 
bow  Gar  it  wonld  be  proper  to  arm  the  merchant 
vcneb  of  the  United  Statee;  but  to  prevent 
mischief  he  wished  the  resolution  might  be 
agreed  to,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  of 
voting  oltimately  for  or  against  it.  It  might 
■fterwards  trndergo  sQch  modificalionB  as  ahoald 


■Bc^  of  the  present  resolntion,  and  he  expected 
mot  answer  wonld  have  been  ^ven.  The  gen- 
tlonaii  from  Sontb  Carolina  had  said  they  moat 
vote  loT  tiw  principle,  and  the  detail  would 
Bome  of  oonrse.  Bo  that  withont  knowing  ita 
otJKt,  whether  It  was  defensive  or  offensive, 
l%y  were  called  upon  to  agree  to  the  principle. 
Iliit  de&deocy  had  beea  supplied  in  some  de- 


gree by  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York.  H« 
says  the  merchants  have  midert&ken  to  arm 
their  vessels.  He  wished  to  know  whence  he 
derived  bis  information  t  The  only  information 
before  them  wb«  in  the  PsBSiDKtiT'B  Speedi, 
where  be  says  he  has  forbidden  BQch  armament, 
except  in  the  East  India  trade.  He  therefore 
supposed  the  fact  not  well  foonded.  What,  he 
asked,  was  intended  to  tte  done  with  these 
armed  vessels)  Be  Bud  they  must  argne 
hypothetically.  He  snpposed  they  were  intend- 
ed to  protect  onr  traae.  He  did  not  bcJieye 
they  were  meant  to  operate  offenuvely.  Bnt 
he  wonld  ask  if  this  were  the  case,  if  it  wonld 
not  lead  directly  to  war}  mnoa  individuak 
wonld  be  left  to  determine  the  laws  of  nationc^ 
and  of  coarse  the  peace  of  the  ooimtry  would  be 
placed  at  tbeir  disposa. '  and  bU  precantiona,  od 
thepart  of  Government,  irould  be  in  vain,  unoe 
individoals,  who  might  have  an  opposite  inter- 
est to  that  of  the  QoremmeDt,  might  be  oontia- 
D^y  committing  acta  of  hostility, 

Kr.  8.  81UTB  acknowledged  uiat  the  present 
was  a  very  delicate  sulneot;  but  had  not  the 
Prbsisuit  forbidden  tlie  arming  of  merohant 
vessels,  he  should  have  been  of  opinion  that  the 
merchant  vessels  of  a  nentrsl  power  had  al- 
ways a  right  to  arm  for  their  own  defence.  Bnt 
he  believed  it  was  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done.  Uerchants  wonld  arm  their 
vessels  from  the  right  given  to  them  by  the  lav 
of  nations,  and,  if  not  restrained,  might  go  on 
to  do  acts  which  could  not  be  justified.  Thongh 
he  believed  mercbanta  possessed  the  risbt  of 
arming  their  vessels,  yet,  rather  than  do  any 
thing  which  would  involve  the  country  in  war, 
be  believed  they  wonld  desist  from  the  practice, 
and  bear  the  losses  which  they  might,  for  the 
want  of  arms,  suffer.  He  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  word  "  regulating,"  and  to  insert  in  tbe 
place  of  it  "  reetriotin^  in  certain  oases." 

Mr.  Qallxtis  said  it  seemed  as  if  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  sna- 
ceptible  of  any  shape,  since  the  amendment  now 
inoorporat«d  into  it  seemed  to  have  a  different 
view  from  the  original.  At  present  he  would 
state  his  objecdoas  to  the  principle  of  the  re- 
solution iteelt  The  first  inquiry  was,  whether 
the  law  of  nations  permitted  the  merohant 
vessels  of  nentral  nations  to  arm  t  H  they  had 
not  a  ri^t  to  permit  it,  whether  they  are  not 
bound  to  prohibit  it  t  He  bad  examined  the 
law  of  nations  on  this  sntject,  and  fonnd  no 
such  authority,  nor  did  the  ^aotice  of  modem 
times  justjiy  the  practice.  He  took  a  view  of 
the  different  stages  of  society,  to  show  that 
whenever  regular  govemmentfi  were  established, 
the  public  defence  was  always  placed  in  them, 
aud  it  was  their  duty  to  protect  individuals, 
nnce  they  did  not  ^ve  them  leave  to  protect 
U>emeelve& 

Mr.  a.  eaid  he  knew  of  no  eiceptioa  but  in 
case  of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  he  did 
not  know  a  single  instance  within  the  last  cen- 
tury where  these  had  beengranted,  but  war  had 
be^  the  oonseqnence,  so  repngnaift  vere  they 
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to  the  present  state  of  society.  It  waa  tme, 
natioDa  might  be  in  saoh  a  state  as  to  flod  it 
naoenar^  to  gruit  aach  &  power;  u  when  a 
nation  with  which  it  has  to  do  is  nnable  to  sup- 
port the  oominon  relations  of  InteroonrBe.  Two 
instaooes  of  this  kiod  preeented  themselvefl,  viz ; 
the  East  India  trade  and  the  Mediterranean 
trade,  lo  oaiTTfng  on  our  trade  with  the  East 
Indies,  onr  Tessels  were  met  hj  those  of  a  c 
ber  or  nndvilized  powers,  npon  whom  jk 
str^t  oonld  be  had,  so  that  no  remedy  was  left 
to  na,  but  immediate  redstanoe.  Nearly  of  the 
sarao  nature  was  the  situation  of  the  BarbaTj 
Powers  in  the  Mediterranean;  and,  although  we 
enter  into  a  treaty  with  them,  we  hare  not  a 
perfect  reliance  npon  their  obserring  their  en- 
gagementa ;  onr  merchant  Teasels  are  therefore 
pwmitted  to  trade  to  those  parts  armed.  He 
Blew  it  mi^t  be  add  that,  at  present,  the  West 
Indies  were  in  a  rimilar  titnation.  He  believed, 
in  smne  reepeota,  they  were ;  and  tliia  oonld  he 
the  only  plea  for  adopting  a  measare  like  the 
present.  If  it  were  to  be  nnderstood  that  there 
waa  to  be  an  end  of  the  negotiation  with  France, 
or  that  the  pririlege  of  arming  would  not  be 
abandoned,  it  might  be  proper  to  authorize  the 
arming  of  merchant  Teeaels;  bat  he  believed,  if 
it  were  considered  that  soch  a  permisHion  wonld 
be  almost  certain  to  involve  ns  in  war,  it  would 
appear  to  be  mnch  more  wise  to  await  the  event 
ca  the  negotiation  with  France ;  not  that  he 
was  airaid  of  offending  Franoe  by  a  meaanre  of 
this  kind,  bnt  he  waa  a&aid  of  involTing  onr 
oonntiy  in  a  war. 

Hr.  8.  Bmitb  oonodved  that  Oongreea  were 
called  together  to  adopt  snch  measures  as  were 
best  oalouated  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, by  meana  oi  negotiation,  and  to  flz  upon 
snch  meana  of  defeaoe  tta  would  not  be  l^jonona 
to  the  ooncrtTy,  It  waa  hia  opinion  that  the 
Preadent  waa  not  anthoriied  by  law  to  prevent 
the  vessels  of  merohanta  being  armed ;  bnt  the 
merchanla  of  the  United  States  would  readily 
mbmit  to  any  loss  rather  than  go  to  war.  He 
knew  thtt  this  was  the  oirfnion  of  the  Philadel- 
pliia  mvohanta:  he  had  seen  many  of  them. 
Nor  had  he  met  with  one  native  American  who 
wlehed  to  go  into  this  arming  plan;  they  be- 
lieve it  would  iniHnge  onr  neutrality,  and  throw 
na  into  a  war.  When  he  oame  here,  his  mind 
was  Boaroely  made  up  on  the  subject  He  did 
not  like  to  give  up  his  right  to  defend  his  pro- 
perty; but  no  hadfonnd  th.i  tobe  the  geuOTal 
opinion,  and  therefore  he  brought  forwiud  the 
amendment,  which  had  been  well  amended  by 
the  genlienian  from  Oonneotlout.  The  gende- 
man  from  South  Oarolina  had  since  added  Wett 
IndiM,  and  this  brought  them  to  an  issue ;  for 
it  was  war  or  no  war. 

Jt  the  latter  amendment  waa  aoreed  to,  he 
Aonld  be  for  striking  ont  the  whob,  leaving  it 
general;  because,  with  West  Indies  in  it,  it 
would  be  particularly  pelted. 

The^  had  been  told  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
spottations.  and  where  it  felL  He  believed  it 
fell  upcm  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Ame- 


rica, and  that  the  fall  in  the  price  of  prodni^ 
had  been  occasioned  principally  by  the  Brlti^b 
Admiral  having  forbiddeD  the  oarrying  our  pro- 
visions to  Hispaniola.  The  British  fleet  \a  tbe 
West  Indies,  he  said,  was  sapplied  with  prori- 
sions  from  Ireland,  whilst  the  French  depended 
upon  this  conntrj  for  supplies ;  so  that  tbey 
were  onr  beat  cuatomera  there. 

Fbidat,  June  9. 


petred,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qoa 
and  took  his  seat. 

D^enxive  Meatura. 

SXVA2.  TOBOE, 

Mr.  W.  Surra  said,  he  had  waived  a  oonsidera 
lion  of  the  third  and  fourth  resolutions,  ia  order 
to  pass  to  the  flflh,  becanse  he  thoneht  it  was 
probable  the  oommittee  would  havedetenniiHd 
npon  arming  our  merchant  vessels ;  and  if  no,  it 
might  have  influenced  the  votes  of  memben  on 
those;  but,  as  the  committee  had  Just  dedded 
against  arming  merchant  veasela,  he  should  pro- 
pose another  resolution  to  tiie  comnuttee.  It 
was  well  known  Uiat  the  three  frigates 
which  had  been  agreed  to  be  manned,  would 
not  be  ready  for  sea  for  several  months ;  in  ttis 
mean  time  there  mijj^ht  be  occasion  for  sonM 
armed '  vessels ;  he  shonld,  therefore,  submit  to 
them  the  following  resolution ; 

"  Raolvfd,  Th*t  it  i>  the  ofriiiion  of  thia  eommit- 
tse,  thU  the  Pmidait  of  At  United  atata  ouglrt  to 
ba  aathoriiBd  by  Uw  tofvoTlds  afnrth«rDsnllorM| 
whsnevsr,  in  hu  iqiinion,  the  oirctmiltaDNi  of  lb* 

oonntiy  shall  require  tbs  ■uue ;  and  that did- 

lan  b«  tppropriated  lor  that  ptnpoae.* 

The  nHirmiAw  BBid  tbe  reeolntiona  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Oarolina  were  first  in  oraer. 

Mr.  W.  Smtth  aaid  he  had  do  objection  to  tb> 
proposition  of  the  gentieman  trom  North  Cany 
Una,  as  a  part  of  a  plan  of  defence,  but  ba 
thought  it  alao  neoeaaary  to  attend  to  the  pro- 
tection of  onr  commerce. 

Mr.  BLouirr  said,  it  was  perfectly  inffiflbrent 
to  him  whether  the  gentleman  from  Bontb  Oar- 
olina conaidered  his  plan  as  a  part  or  the  wlids 
of  a  system.  That  gentleman  had  aocused 
those  who  voted  against  his  propodlion,  with 
being  nnwilling  to  place  the  eoontry  In  a  pos- 
ture -of  defence.  Now,  he  had  voted  ag^nt, 
and  ahonld  continne  to  vote  against,  his  niopod- 
lion — but  he  was  willing,  notwitfastonoii^  (m 
he  believed  all  thoee  who  voted  with  him  ««r<>) 
to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence.  It  *« 
his  opinion  that  mtcmal  defence  only  was  d»- 
oeesary.  Ha  thonght  the  system  which  he  had 
proposed  would  be  anffloient  When  thej^  bad 
adopted  this  resolution,  it  might  be  oonsidend 
whether  any  thing  more  was  neoeaaary.  Hebsd 
DO  idea  irf  creating  a  naval  force  tar  defbnoe ;  on 
tike  contrary,  be  believed  it  wonld  be  the  nwuu 
of  plunging  ufl  into  fiveh  dilBonltiea.  For  this 
reason,  if  the  resolution  he  had  proposed  were 
passed  into  a  law,  he  shonld  go  noma  tatided, 
with  a  beUef  that  he  had  dona  all  that  wu  n»- 
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MEHuy.  And  he  was  aonTisced  tbU  his  con- 
KitiMDU  would  beUeTe  that  he  never  wanted  a 
&po9itMn  to  defend  hia  oonstiy  when  in  dan- 
ger. 

Ifr.  V.  SvnB  did  not  think  these  propoBitlone 
tonld  be  of  any  tue  at  preaeat ;  they  would  be 
TtTj  proper  in  case  an  invaMon  was  appro- 
bendea.  He  thonght  the  principal  object,  at  this 
tioM,  was  to  deftnd  mu"  commerce,  and  thereby 
Kcore  the  revenne  arising  from  it,  either  by  on 
effeetnal  naval  armament,  or  by  an  embai^ ; 
toA  be  tbon^t  be  was  correct  in  saying,  id  re- 
feraice  to  this  defenee,  that  the  gentleman  op- 
posed every  thing,  and  propoeed  nothing,  Gen- 
Ifemen,  he  sud,  were  very  ready  to  propose 
tbingi  which  wonld  ooet  the  pnblio  nothing 
the  militia  measore  propoeed  wonJd  cost  no  mon. 
tl»«i  tl»  pasdng  of  the  law ;  hot,  if  ever  any 
upenn  waa  to  be  incnrred,  th«i  all  was  oppo- 

The  eommenw  of  the  oonntry  oontd  not  ™ 
deftoded,  withont  calling  npon  the  people  for 
nT«ni)e;  and  he  thought  thoM  gentlemen  who 
rteppcd  forward  to  advocate  such  meaHnres 
invf^ed  expense,  and  which  were  consequently 
in  some  d^ee  unpopular,  deserved  ^e  grati- 
tude of  their  oonatitnente.  He  had  never  hesi- 
ttfed  to  do  this,  when  he  thought  it  necessary. 
He  dionld  not,  however,  object  to  the  passing 
of  this^ro^MsitJon ;  be  only  rose  to  say,  he  did 
Bot  think  it  immediately  oeoeesary. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  called  for  the  reading  of  a  simi- 
kr resdntion  passed  in  ITM ;  whidibeing read, 
and  a  widt  expressed  that  the  preeent  might  be 
made  eonfbrmable  to  it,  Hr.  Bloust  gave  his 
concent ;  and,  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
WiLuun  in  fevor-of  the  resolution,  though  he 
dnied  that  it  could  be  carried  into  effect  with- 
i,  the  rmolation  waa  agreed  to. 


Satttbdav,  Jnne  IT. 
A  biD  was  reported  forbidding  citizens  of  the 
Tnitad  States  from  entering  into  Uie  service  of 
sny  fisreign  Princ*  or  State  In  a  state  of  war, 
nich  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Oom- 
nitte«  at  the  Whole  on  Konday. 

Stamp  Zhtti^, 

ib.  W.  &aTH,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
ud  Heoia,  reported  a  hill  for  laying  a  stamp 
duty  on  Tufami,  parchment,  and  paper,  viz : 

f«r  a  BoMse  to  pncHaa 


FiK  awy  gnol,  or  UOtit  patent,  Ibor  didlan. 

F«r  BT^T-  oxsmpliGeation  or  oerttSed  0017  of  let- 
iBs^patott,  twodellan. 

F«  every  receipt  or  disi^iaiKe  ftt  any  laga^  of 
n^  dollan  and  not  mn«  than  me  himdnd  dollan, 
tacB^-five  cents  ;  above  one  hondnd  and  not  more 
An  five  bimdred  ddlai^  Stty  cents ;  and  for  every 
sMtirml  five  hundred  doUan,  one  dollar  ;  but  not 
to  ratend  to  Isgacisi  left  to  a  wift,  ohiUMn,  orgrand- 


For  every  niab  policy  of  ioiDnnce  to  a  tanlfpt 
pert,  Ibr  a  snm  not  exceeding  five  hondrad  dollar^ 
twenty-fivt  cents;  if  it  exoeedt  five  hundred  dollar^ 
one  dollar. 

For  every  exemplification,  of  irbat  nature  aoever, 
filW  cents. 

For  every  bond,  bill,  or  note,  (except  tbe  nole  of 
the  cbartend  banks  irbicli  imy  be  noir  or  hateaAer 
in  Biistence,)  not  eiceeding  one  hundred  dollar*,  ten 
oants;  above  one  hondied  dollars,  and  not  eiceeding 
five  hondred  doUara,  twen^-five  cente  j  above  five 
bnndred  dollara,  mod  not  exceeding  one  tbonsand  dol- 
lan, fif^^<«Iila ;  above  one  thousand  dollars,  Mven^ 
five  centi.  (ff  payable  irithin  siMf  days,  th^ 
will  be  chsigeable  with  rally  two-fifths  of  these  d«- 

For  eveiy  protest  rf  a  note,  twenty-five  centa 
For  eveiy  letter  of  attorney,  twen^-five  centa 
For  evwy  certificate  or  debentnro,  fbr  drawing 
back  any  doty  m  the  re-ehlppii^  of  good),  ooe  d<£ 

For  eveiy  note  or  bill  of  lading,  for  goods  fiom  one 
diabrict  to  another,  within  tbe  United  States,  (not  In 
Uie  same  State,]  tan  cents. 

For  ditto  to  a  foreign  port,  twenty-five  centa 

For  eve^  Inrentoiy  or  catalogns  of  fnmitnre, 
goods,  or  effects,  in  any  case  required  by  law,  (ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  distraining  for  rent,  or  an  execo- 
tioT),}  fifty  cents. 

For  every  certificate  of  a  share  or  ahnres  in  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Statei,  or  other  bank,  ten  oeata. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  bo 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday. 

WzDiiEaDAY,  June  SI. 


Thq  SpBAXEB  having  informed  the  House 
that  the  nnfiuished  bnsineas  of  yesterd^,  viz: 
the  bill  probibitdng  oitiiens  of  the  United  StatM 
from  entering  into  the  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice of  any  foreign  Prinoe  or  State,  had  tlie 
prion  ty, 

Mr.  Gallatih  moved  to  have  it  postponed, 
in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  reepecting  an  addi- 
tional naval  armament  This  motion  was  eup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Gilbs,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  W. 
SwTH,  and  negatived,  SS  to  M. 

The  bill  respecting  foreign  servioe  was  then 
taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hatxhb,  it 
waa  agreed  to  leave  the  time  for  ila  takiDg  plane 
a  blank. 

Mr.  Oorr  moved  to  strike  outthesizthKotion. 

[It  defined  the  mode  in  which  a  dtinn  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed Stales  might  dis^olre  the  ties  of  dlitenaliip,  and 

oinna  an  alien.] 

Mr.  Skwall  hoped  it  would  he  stmck  out. 
In  every  oonntry  in  the  world  where  civil  so- 
dety  was  established,  the  citizens  of  that  sooielT 
owed  a  certain  dnty  to  their  Government,  whi^ 
they  conld  not  readily  get  rid  of;  but  they  were 
about  to  establish  a  principle  to  pnt  it  in  the 
power  of  tlie  oitizens  of  the  United  Statee,  at 
their  will,  and  without  any  pretence,  to  say 
they  would  be  no  longer  subject  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  thla  is  at  a  momrait  of  dangw,  -wbm 
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citizens  of  other  ooim tries  might  be  called  home 
from  this  conntrj.  He  thought  this  wontd  be 
estremel]'  wrong ;  it  wonld  be  giving  an  op- 
portunity for  insult  to  our  conrta  and  country, 
and  he  was  sure  no  nation  wonld  show  na  bo 
mnoh  oomplsiisiLnce  in  retam. 

Mr.  Olubobite  thonght  it  no  more  binding  for 
citizens  bom  in  the  United  States  to  continne 
citizens  of  tie  United  States,  than  it  was  for  a 
Roman  Catholio  or  Protestant  to  cootinne  of 
that  opinion,  when  he  arrived  at  the  yeara  of 
m.itnrity  and  conld  jndge  for  himself.  He  in- 
aisted  apon  it,  men  had  a  natural  light  to 
choose  ander  what  goTommeDt  tbej  would 
live ;  and  they  had  no  reason  to  fear  onr  citizens 
leaving  ns  whilst  onr  Oovemment  was  well  ex- 
ecuted. He  did  not  wish  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  be  in  the  utnation  of  sn^eets  of  Great 
^t^n,  who,  though  they  had  left  the  oonntry 
forty  years  ago,  were  liable  to  be  considered  es 
snWecta  of  that  Government  He  tmsted  the 
rights  of  man  wonld  not  be  thns  infringed, 
but  that  they  should  allow  Qie  right  of  expatri- 
ation nnolof^ed. 

Mr.  Sbitall  said,  there  was  a  great  difference 
between  the  two  caaee  which  the  gentleman 
had  stated.  A  man  bom  and  edncated  in  a 
oonutry  oert^nly  owed  it  obligations,  which 
were  not  to  be  shaken  off  the  moment  he  chose 
to  do  BO.  The  different  societies  of  the  world, 
he  sud,  were  like  eo  many  fiunilies  independent 
of  each  other;  and  what  family,  he  asked, 
wonld  snffer  any  of  its  members  to  leave  it 
and  go  into  another  when  they  pleased!  He 
thought  it  nnreasonable  that  it  should  be  so. 

Mr.  W.  SioTH  stud,  that  the  doctrine  of  por- 
petnal  alleManoe  was  derived  from  Qreat  Bri- 
tain, and,  thongh  It  might  be  good  in  theory, 
was  not  so  in  practioe.  They  had  departed  from 
many  dootrinea  derived  from  that  country,  and 
the  time  was  come,  he  believed,  for  departing 
from  this.  The  idea  of  a  man  being  compelled 
to  live  in  this  ooontrr,  contrair  to  hia  will, 
seemed  to  be  r^ogoant  to  onr  ideas  of  liberty. 
He  thonght  when  a  man  was  so  diwnated  with 
a  country  aa  to  resolve  to  leave  it,  Kir  the  pnr- 

Ce  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  another  country, 
should  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  on  his  comply- 
ing with  certain  formalities,  and  should  never 
Xin  be  re-admittad.  It  was  upon  thia  princi- 
tbat  this  section  is  founded,  and  he  thonght 
it  valnable. 

Mr.  8.  th<mght  thia  section  essential,  as  it 
would  be  a  means  of  preventing  qoarrels  with 
foreign  conntries.  Tor  instance,  if  a  citizen  of 
this  country  took  command  of  a  French  ship  of 
irar,  and  were  to  commit  hostilities  on  the  pro- 
{>erty  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  if  he  were 
taken  be  might  allege  that  he  was  a  citizen  of 
the  French  Republic,  and  that  Government 
might  daim  him  as  such ;  but  if  this  bill  pass- 
ed, no  man  oonld  cover  himself  under  this  pre- 
t«nce  who  had  not  compiled  with  the  requisi- 
tions in  this  act.  He  mentioned  the  ease  of 
Mr.  Talbot. 
Hi.  B,  swd  they  held  out  indaoemenla  for 


persons  to  oome  to  this  country.  We  did  not 
allow  they  owed  alle^noe  to  any  other  oounby 
after  they  had  become  citizens  of  this.  1xi 
graot  this  wonld  be  a  fatal  doctrine  to  this 
country.  It  wonld  be  to  declare  that,  in  case 
we  were  at  war  with  another  country,  that 
country  might  recall  persons  from  tliis,  who 
forroorly  came  from  thence.  Many  persona  ol 
that  description  were  amongst  us.  At  prewot 
they  enjoy  all  the  benefit  of  onr  laws  and  vi)t« 
at  onr  elections;  and  yet,  if  this  doctrine  irere 
admitted,  theae.  persons  might  be  recalled  u 
aliens;  and  if  they  were  not  recalled,  thej 
wonld  be  considered  aa  qnalified  aliens,  and  not 
as  real  citizens. 

This  law,  Mr.  S.  s^d,  was  Deoeaasry,  as  at 
present  there  waa  not  sufficient  energy  in  the 
Government  to  punish  persons  serving  on  board 
foreign  ships  of  war.  XbiB  bUl  would  core  Ibe 
evil,  and  g^ve  an  opportunity  for  turbulent, 
disoontented  characters  to  leave  the  country  for 
ever.  He  believed  it  waa  the  general  opioioo 
of  the  citizens  of  this  country  that  they  had  the 
right  to  expatriate  themselves,  and  he  thonebt 
it  was  now  a  proper  time  to  pass  some  Kgua- 
tions  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  SrroBBATES  thought  this  one  of  the  noBt 
delicate  and  important  attbjects  that  ever  came 
before  Oongress.  He  saw  a  number  of  difficul- 
ties, but  he  thought  they  were  not  of  a  nstnre 
to  discourage  them  from  considering  the  bill. 
He  tmsted  they  should  meet  tbem  with  firmiiMa. 

The  evil,  he  add,  which  gave  rise  te  this  bill 
was  a  great  and  growing  one.  In  the  first  wir 
which  had  taken  place  in  Europe  since  our  in- 
dependence, they  found  this  doctrine  of  eipa- 
tristion,  aa  ctumed  by  our  citizens,  endangering 
onr  peace  with  a  foreign  nation,  and  if  tbii 
principle  were  admitted  he  feared  we  should 
always  be  liable  to  similar  embarrassments. 

Mr.  S.  took  notioe  of  the  different  objections 
made  to  this  section.  He  obeerred  there  Beem- 
ed  to  be  much  doubt  on  the  sul^ect,  which  he 
thought  ought  to  be  removed  by  passiag  s  lav 
of  this  sort  He  wished  he  could  agree  in  the 
opinion  that  no  citizen  had  a  H^bt  to  expatriste 
himself  from  this  country.  He  thongtit  it  a 
doctrine  easential  to  the  peaoe  of  socie^.  He 
wished  it  was  generally  recognized;  but  b«  be- 
lieved the  m^or  opinion  in  this  ooontry  wai 
different;  and,  though  not  directly,  it  had  in  s 
great  degree  been  reoogniied  ^  tiie  Gxecutiva 
and  Judiciary  in  the  eases  ot  BinflBld  and  Ti^ 
hot  He  feared,  therefore  it  waa  too  late  for 
them  to  say  the  rijsht  did  not  eziat.  It  wai 
time,  however,  for  Oongress  to  declare  an  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  If  the  proposition  in  the 
bill  waa  not  a  proper  one,  it  sboald  be  madesch 

In  the  State  of  Virginia  thia  doctrine  was 
legalized,  and  in  the  constitution  of  Penmylvsiiis 
it  was  strongly  indicated,  as  it  aaid  "  emurstion 
shonld  not  be  prohibited."  It  waa  a  »vorlte 
idea  of  a  republican  Qovemment  not  to  forbid 
it  He  did  not  agree  with  the  prinoiplea  of  the 
clause  in  all  its  parta.  He  Uiought  dtLieiu 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  expatriate  in  timt 
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r,  as  their  usiatonoe  would  be  wanted  at 
It  was  his  intention  to  bave  moved  an 
I  allowing  eipatriatioii  onl;  in  the 
time  of  pe«ce,  and  an  express  provision  against 
it  in  time  of  war.  He  thought  the  doctrine  of 
the  gentlanum  from  HBr7luid,  vie  :  that  onr 
citizens  ought  to  go  into  other  countries  to  leom 
the  art  of  war,  was  chiiuericaL  When  they  had 
obluned  rank  and  wealth  in  a  foreign  coantr;, 
il  would  be  in  vidn  to  call  them  hack;  they 
would  not  retntu.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
KCtion  would  not  be  strnck  ont,  bnt  that  thej 
gboold  proceed  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  N.  SMTrn  wa«  sonj  that  the  committ«e 
who  reported  thb  bill  had  thongbt  it  necessary 
to  report  the  siith  and  seventh  sections.  The 
doctrine  of  eipatriatioa  on  one  hand,  and  per- 
pttnal  alleaiauee  on  the  other,  were  snlyocts 
thejhad  all  heard  mnch  abont;  bnt  eipatris- 
tiun,  onder  limitation  and  restraint,  was  a  new 
bnsineffl.  From  its  noTelty  it  became  donbtfoL 
This  being  the  case,  he  wished  the  salyect  bad 
been  deferred  to  an  ordioary  session ;  partica- 
larlT  as  it  appeared  to  ba  no  ntore  connected 
with  other  parts  of  the  bill  than  with  many 
other  laws  now  extant  If  we  were  to  have  a 
law  on  this  subject,  he  should  wish  to  have  it 
in  a  separate  bill.  For  his  part,  he  could  not  see 
how  the  committee  conld  suppose  it  to  be  a  part 
ol  their  dntj  to  report  these  seclioiiB.  If  be 
had  thought  it  bod,  he  should  not  hare  voted 
for  appointing  a  committee  on  the  occasion. 

Geotlemen  advocating  those  clauses,  say  they 
would  not  allow  of  expatriation  in  time  of  war. 
He  would  go  farther  and  say  he  would  not 
allow  ctf  it  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  war,  for 
it  is  idle  to  prohibit  it  in  one  case  and  not  in 
the  other.  He  then  asked  if  this  was  not  the 
very  state  in  which  we  now  were)  If  it  were, 
wbj  pass  such  a  bill  at  this  time,  when  it  conld 
not  go  into  operation  t  He  thonght  this  a  good 
reason  for  rejecting  these  olausea. 

There  was  a  matual  obligation,  Ur.  S.  said, 
between  a  Govenunent  and  all  its  citizens.  The 
Government  owed  protectioo  to  its  citizens,  and 
dtinns  owed  obedience  to  their  Government, 
These  duties  were  mntud  and  co-eitensive ; 
and  they  might  as  well  say  that  Government 
ooaM  MMuidon  its  citizens  when  it  pleased  as 
that  dtizras  could  deeert  their  Government 
when  they  pleased.  Yet  he  would  allow  that 
Gorerament  mi^t,  on  oert^  oooasiona,  legal- 
i»  exMtriatioii,  bnt  not  on  the  groond  of  a 
dtinn's  bariotf  «  right  to  expatriate  when  be 
pteaaed.  He  aboald  have  no  oljjeclion  to  take 
■p  the  sal^eot  at  a  time  when  they  could  do 
ioHiM  to  it,  but  he  thonght  the  present  was 
not  diat  time. 

The  qaeetion  for  striking  ont  {he  6th  section 
na  pat  and  carried,  4D  to  41. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Honae 
look  up  the  aineadments.  Having  come  to  that 
pan  for  etrildiig  oat  the  Qth  and  7th  sectiona, 

Mr.  Dnrr  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays,  which 
*ew  agreed  to  be  taken. 
Mr.  Vkmablx  said,  it  seemed  to  be  admitted 


that  a  right  of  expatriation  existed  in  onr  citi- 
zens; and  if  so,  he  thought  there  should  be 
some  mode  of  exercising  that  right.  He  hod 
no  particular  otijectiou  to  tl;e  mode  marked  out 
iu  Ibeee  claui^s.  It  bad  been  said  this  woa  not 
the  proper  time;  but  he  thought  it  was,  since 
it  was  in  some  degree  connected  with  the  pre- 
sent bill.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  haJd 
stated  allegiance  and  protection  to  be  mntnaL 
He  did  not  think  they  were  so,  to  the  extent 
which  he  stated.  This  Govemmeat  was  not 
l>oand  to  protect  citizens  who  went  into  foreign 
service,  as  in  doing  bo  they  chose  the  protec- 
tion of  another  Government. 

Ur.  Habpue  asked  for  an  instance  in  which 
the  Executive  and  Judiciary  had  ooimtenanced 
the  doctrine  of  expatriation. 

Mr.  W,  Smtth,  la  answer  to  his  oolleogne, 
produced  the  case  of  Talbot,  and  the  opinion 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Jui<- 
ciary  Court,  on  that  ocoaaion,  in  favor  of  the 
right  of  expatriation, 

Mr.  QiLBs  thought  there  eoold  not  be  a  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  Americans  on  tbe  snljject  ctf 
expatriation.  Indeed,  he  said,  this  was  tbe 
foondation  of  onr  Revolution ;  for  they  were 
not  now  to  be  told  they  owed  alle^ance  to  a 
foreign  conntrv.  It  had  not  only  been  the 
gronud  of  the  Revolntion,  bnt  all  their  acta  had 
been  predicated  upon  this  principle.  He  refer' 
red  to  the  act  respectiiig  the  rights  of  natoral- 
ization,  which  makes  every  new  citizen  swear 
to  Hupport  the  ConsUtntion  of  tbe  United  States, , 
and  to  renounce  all  other  allegiance. 

Mr.  GAij.i.Tiir  was  opposed  to  tbese  sections. 
With  respect  to  expatriation,  having  himself 
exercised  the  rights  be  conld  not  be  supposed  to 
be  opposed  to  that  ri^t.  Perpetnol  ollepance 
was  too  absord  a  doctrine  to  find  many  advo- 
cates in  this  oonntry,  Tbe  qoestion  was  not 
whether  intizens  had  a  right  to  expatriate,  bat 
whether  they  ihonld  In  this  law  prescribe  a 
mode  ot  doing  it.  The  right  seemed  to  have 
been  recognized  by  the  Ezeootive  and  Jndidary. 
He  was  against  going  into  this  bnnnee^  heoanse 
he  thonght  it  □nneoeasary.  He  believed  the  de- 
• — ination  of  who  were  oitixens,  end  who 
I  not,  mi^t  be  safely  left  with  the  Judi- 
ciary. He  hod  also  his  doahts  whether  the 
United  States  had  a  right  to  regulate  this  mat- 
ter, or  whether  it  should  not  be  left  to  tbe 
States,  as  the  constitntion  spoke  of  the  dtdzena 
of  the  Statw,  It  was  a  donbtfol  matter,  and 
ooght  to  nnder^  a  foil  dlHOuasioa.  The  emi- 
grants from  this  oonntry  to  foreign  countries 
were  trifling ;  bat  frtim  ten  to  twelve  thonsand 
of  onr  dtizens  had  gone  to  Canada,  and  np- 
wards  of  five  thonsand  beyond  the  Ujsnsdppi, 
foar  thonsand  of  whom  would  be  got  back  by 
■     running  of  the  lines,    A  nnmber  of  these 

.  bold  lands  inthe  United  States;  some  have 
sold  their  lands  and  become  citizens  under  an- 
other Government.  This  subject  would,  there- 
fore, require  considerable  dehberation  at  a  fti- 
tnre  day.  He  wished  the  amendment  of  tha 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  be  adopted. 
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Mr.  BiTOBXATSs  ooDflnned  bis  former  state- 
ment, with  respect  to  tbo  qa«stion  of  the  risht 
of  eipatriiition  haviiig  been  settled  bj  the  Ja- 
dicUi7.  In  order  to  do  thia,  he  read  a  iKit« 
from  one  of  the  oonnsel  in  tbe  cases  of  Hen- 
field  and  Talbot,  giving  an  ftcoonnt  of  the  opi- 
nions of  the  court  on  t£e  oooaqon. 

Hr,  BswAix  inaisted  npon  the  policj  of  pre- 
venting the  renonolatlon  of  allegiance,  witbont 
ooDtroT.  The  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, be  said,  had  dtasolved  oar  allegiance  to 
that  oonntrj,  and  acknowledged  onr  indepen- 

Ib.  Giles  believed  the  evil  qiprehended  from 
individaala  having  the  right  to  expatriate  them- 
aelvea  wben  tbey  pleased,  waa  more  imaginair 
than  real  Onlj  two  citizens  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  that  right  in  the  Stat*  of  Virginia,  where 
it  was  allowed  in  all  its  extent,  in  twelve  rears. 
But  if  there  were  any  citizena  so  detached  fh)m 
tbe  Government  as  to  wish  to  leave  the  oonn- 
try,  be  sHonld  wish  them  gone.  To  suppose  this, 
would  l>e  to  BQppoae  a  real  division  between 
tbe  people  and  Government,  wbioh  be  did  not 
believe  had  existence.  It  was  said  Great  Bri- 
tain did  not  allow  the  doctrine  of  eipatriation ; 
but,  be  said,  she  bad  not  anj  natnralixation  law. 
He  was  in  favor  of  eiolading  oitizens  who  onoe 
expatriated  Ihemselvee  from  ever  returning  to 
this  conntrj. 

Mr.  Otib  said,  that  when  this  bill  was  first 
reported,  these  clauses  stmck  him  unfavorably; 
bnt  a  little  reflection  had  convinced  him  of  the 
propriety  of  retaining  them.  The  pasdng  of 
this  provision,  he  said,  wonld  not  affect  the 
oonstitntional  right  with  respect  to  expatria- 
tion, whatever  it  might  be.  This  bill  did  not 
relate  to  persons  emigratiiig  into  tbe  Spanish  or 
English  territories,  but  to  persons  expatriating 
themselves,  and  engag^  in  the  service  of  for- 
eink  oonntries. 

The  question  on  agrering  to  the  reports  of  tbe 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  to  r^eot  the  sixth  and 
seventh  sections  of  the  bUl  was  ^en,  and  stood 
— yeas  84^  nays  BT. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  gone  tlirongh, 
Ur.  8.  SioTH  moved  to  pos^ne  the  farther 
oon^deration  of  tbe  bill  till  the  first  Himday  in 
November. 

This  motion  was  ai^ported  by  Messrs.  Vab- 
iruM,  N.  Bvrra,  Bau^wdt,  Goodbioh,  and  Oon, 
as  involving  a  qnestdon  of  too  delicate  and  im- 
portant a  natnre  to  be  passed  over  in  this  hasty 
manner,  and  beoanse  there  waa  no  prtemng  ne- 
cessity to  go  into  tbe  measnre  at  present. 

It  waa  opposed  by  Megsrs,  Om,  WnxiiiiB, 
W.  SiDTH,  and  Craik,  on  the  ground  of  the 
[irovision  of  tbe  bill  being  necessary,  and  that 
to  postpone  the  business,  after  so  ample  a  dia- 
ctusion,  wonld  be  nndoing  wliat  tbey  had  been 
doing  for  two  or  three  daya. 

Tbe  qnestion  for  postponement  waa  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  63,  nays  44. 

The  bill  being  thos  lost,  Mr.  W.  Sioth  pro- 
posed a  resolation  to  tbe  Hoose  for  appointing 
a  oommittee  to  report  a  new  bill  without  tbe 


two  last  clansea,  which,  it  waa  evident,  bad 
been  the  canse  of  the  negative  given  to  tbe  bill. 
As  be  supposed  no  opposition  would  be  mad*  to 
the  bill  ao  report«d,  it  might  be  got  tbiongh 
withont  loss  of  time. 

After  some  conversation  on  a  point  of  order, 
whether  or  not  this  resolation  ooold  be  admit- 
ted, tbe  Sfxakxb  declared  it  in  order,  bnt  Mr, 
Gorr  wishing  it  to  lie  on  the  table  tiU  ta-moi^ 
row,  it  lay  aooordingly. 

Teubbdat,  Jnne  S2. 
£kpalrvttion. 

Mr.  W.  SioTH  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  for  appoinUng 
a  oommittee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  prombitiug 
citizens  of  the  United  States  entering  on  board 
foreign  abipe  of  war,  withont  the  expatriating 
clauses, 

Thia  resolntion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, GiLEB,  and  Yenasls,  and  supported  by  the 
mover  and  Mr.  HiiiPBB.  It  waa  n^atived— 41 
to  46. 

I?epredatio7u  en  Oommeree. 

A  mesage  waa  received  from  the  Pbesidist 
OF  Tns  United  Btatss,  of  which  the  following 
ia  a  copy,  with  the  titlea  of  the  documents  so- 
oompauyingit: 
Ooi^eiKK  ofAe  Boate  of  RrpmattaHeen 

Immsdi^ly  after  I  had  nceivod  yonr  TBtolnCko 
of  the  10th  of  June,  requettlng  s  repot  reapecilDg 
the  depredationi  committed  on  the  oommerce  of  the 
Cnlted  gtatiu,  siooa  the  firtt  of  Octobar,  1 796,  ipeci- 
fying  thi  aamei  of  the  reuel*  taken,  where  bonod  to 
or  from,  apedes  of  lading,  the  value,  when  it  cui  be 
aacettaiued,  of  the  vetael  and  cai^  taken,  sod  by 
what  powsr  captured,  partioiilariiiiig  choae  vhidt 
have  been  aotoaDy  ooDdenuied,  together  with  the 
proper  doeamente  to  ucertain  the  same,  I  directed  a 
ogUection  tO  be  made  of  all  nch  infonnalJaD  M 
iboold  be  found  in  the  poueaiiOQ  of  die  GovenuneBt. 
In  cacMqaenoe  of  which,  the  Secretary  of  State  hu 
made  the  report  and  the  colleetion  of  docomenlt, 
which  accompany  thii  Mesaaga,  and  are  noir  laid  ba- 
f<>re  the  Hooee  of  RqnvMntativea,  hi  oompliaoc* 
with  their  dedre. 

JOHN  ADAHSl 

Dhited  SiAm,  Jimt  SS,  1T97. 

Report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Fu- 
eiDEirr  ot  thx  U»itsd  States,  respecting  the  de- 
nredationa  committed  on  the  commeroe  of  tbe 
Init£d  States : 

1.  Abatraot  of  two  oaiea  of  osptute  made  by  the 
Britiih  oralKn  of  vaueli  belonging  to  citiien)  of  tbe 
United  State*  unoa  the  firat  of  October,  1T96,  and 
wherein  docmnonte  have  been  receiwd  at  the  Depart- 
meot  of  State ;  abo  a  oopy  of  a  memtvandom  filed  by 
S.  Sura,  Eiq.,  relating  to  captoraa  made  bytbeBri' 
ti«h  of  vencia  In  the  property  of  which  he  was  con* 
cemed.  No  documents  accompany  the  two  cmaea  of 
"•■''"re  above  men^oned,  they  banng  bean  sent  to 

go,  in  order  that  comneniatioD  might  be  obtun- 
ed  ibr  the  damagea  anSer^. 

2.  A  Dorrect  copy  if  the  decree  of  the  EiecntlTa 
Directory  of  March  3,  1TS7. 

S.  Cc^iea  of  dooomenti  rftniin'"g  in  the  Depait- 
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hU  of  State,  nlkttT«  to  Amerieui  Teneli  uptnnd 
otnnlcmDadhT  theF^reiieli,riiioo  tbcEntor  Octo- 
tat,lW6. 

i  Extracts  from  conuntuileiticai*  Aom  the  Coonilt 
of  ibt  Uidted  StBto,  nUtive  to  depredationi  com- 
liBed  DO  ths  coauneroa  of  tlia  Uoited  StKtos  br  the 
TrbcIl 

£.  ScliBdi)l«  of  UiD  lumM  of  Amcrioan  Tvneli  eap- 
tii»d  by  the  FtodcIi,  and  c^  the  dnmnutaiicei  nt- 
Imduig  Ihem,  extracted  from  the  PbtledelphiB  Ga- 
utte,  ind  Quatte  of  the  United  Statei,  and  com- 
nmeing  -with  Joly,  1796, 

6.  Extract  of  a  letter  troia  RuAu  Kiog,  Ea),, 
Miliiitcr,  Ae^  ancloiiiig  the  protest  of  William  Uar- 
tm,  mutv  t£  the  Cindnnatni,  of  BaWmon,  tektire 
todwbxtDreinflietedoiithcMdd  Martin  b;  a  Ftenoh 

Mr.  GiLZB  moTed  tbat  the  above  papers  shonld 
he  referred  to  &  select  committee,  to  print  sach 
w  would  be  nsefril  to  the  Honse. 

This  qDestion  was  negatived — SO  to  40,  and  a 
motiiHi  cmnied  for  printing  the  whole. 

Hr.  Gujb  oalled  up  the  motion  which  bad 
tome  daya  ago  been  lud  on  the  table  req>eatiiig 

ICr.  GuxATDi  wished  to  modify  bis  motion, 
In  Buikiag  the  proposed  day  ot  a^onmment 
tfie  S7th  instead  ot  the  S4th  instant. 

Mr.  SnesBAvKA  moved  for  the  yets  and  iui;s 
OS  the  qneatioD. 

Mr.  Maooh  moved  to  make  the  day  the  28tb, 
vhidi  was  oonaented  to  hj  the  mover. 

Mr.  Dkst  proposed  to  make  it  the  80tb. 

Tlie  qnettion  was  taken  on  a^nming  on  the 
SOth,  and  negatived— there  being  onlj  ^8  votea 
fatbrorofit. 

The  qaeetiOD  <ai  the  resolution  for  the  28th 
«w  carried— yeas  61,  naya  47. 

S1.TUBDAT,  June  34. 
ProUetutnqf  Trade. 


Ihe  Un  for  providing  for  the  protection  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  Stat«e  was  read  ft 
tUid  time,  and  the  blank  for  filling  op  the  nmn- 
ber  of  men  to  be  employed  in  the  CDtters.  was 
Elled  ap  with  thirtv;  on  the  qneetion  being 
dMQt  to  be  pat  on  the  passing  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  some  statements  bad  been 
noivcdfrom  the  War  Department,  and  ordered 
tobe  minted.  Eehftdnotaeen  aoopyof  them, 
Imt  was  informed  there   were  yet    wanting 


sutijeot 

Mr.  Pakckb  read  an  extract  fl-om  the  acoonnt 
«Udi  liad  been  printed. 

Mr.  Vi^oLAe  wished  to  know  how  it  happen- 
*4  thtt  in  fbnr  months  so  great  a  mistake  could 
btn  ocenrred  as  to  the  expense  of  finishing 
thw  veHete.  When  the  last  appropriation  of 
tlTlioOO  was  made,  they  were  told  that  som 
vmJd  be  snffloient  to  m^e  them  fit  to  receive 
Ik  men  on  board,  but  now  they  were  oaDed 
^iAta%\^,000  tDore.    He  thonght  this  mat- 
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ter  onght  not  to  pass  over  without  inquiry,  as 
he  did  not  like  to  be  drawn  from  step  to  step  to 
do  what,  if  the  whole  matter  had  been  seen  at 
first,  they  might  not  have  consented  to.  He 
tmsted  this  was  not  intentionally  done,  bnt  he 
owned  it  looked  very  sospicions, 

Mr.  Parkxb  believed  tbe  estimate  of  last  ses- 
sion was  only  to  make  the  vessels  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  gnns  on  board,  and  did  not  include 
the  gnns. 

Nr.  Galuitir  said,  as  he  meant  to  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  wonld  briefly 
state  his  reasons  for  doing  so.  lie  knew  on^ 
of  twoargtunentsiafovor  of  thebill;  tlie  first, 
that  it  was  necessary  dnring  a  time  of  peace  to 
lay  the  fonndation  of  a  nav^ ;  the  other  was, 
that,  the  frigates  bdngbnilt,  it  would  be  proper 
to  msn  them.  As  to  the 'propriety  of  having  a 
navy,  he  lid  not  mean  to  go  generally  into  ^ 
enbject,  tnl  he  wonld  make  a  few  observations 
OB  to  onr  ^taation  for  engaging  in  an  eetablish- 
ment  of  this  kind.  Soppoee  that  navies  were 
neceaaory  in  European  nations,  to  increase  thetr 
power  or  to  protact  their  commeroe,  these  con- 
siderations did  not  apply  to  om*  present  ciromn- 
stances.  In  order  to  prove  this,  it  was  only 
neceeaary  to  take  a  view  of  onr  revenne,  and  the 
expense  of  a  fieet 

The  amount  of  revenne  from  the  1st  of  April, 
lT9e,  to  the  1st  of  April,  lTB7,  received  into  the 
Treasury,  was  ^7,400,000— a  sum  which  by  for 
exceeded  that  o!  any  former  year ;  and  he  did 
not  think  that  the  permanent  revenue  of  the 
United  States  conld ,  be  well  extended  beyond 
that  sum.  For  instance,  be  did  not  think  that 
nme  millions  conld  be  rused  from  the  people 
withont  oppresdoQ.  Indeed,  by  the  best  oalcn* 
lations  on  the  qnontit;  of  circulating  medium 
in  the  oonntry,  it  was  not  allowed  to  exceed 
eight  millions;  and  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
nation  oonid  raise  a  larger  snm  in  taxes  than 
was  equal  to  the  amonnt  of  their  eironlatjng 
specie. 

[Hare  Mr.  Gallatin  piodnoad  a  det«1ed  Matemsnt 
to  ilioir  the  expense  oT  bntlding  the  three  tKgatei,  to 
tnt :  $1,014,4SO,  and  ths  mm  of  #850,000  iar  the 
yaaily  ezpenst  of  keeping  them  in  nrvloe,  tepain 


This  statement  showed,  "Hi.  O,  sdd,  that 
these  frigates  had  cost  about  £3,000  sterling  a 
ran,  though  the  common  calculation  in  Great 
Britmnwas  only  half  that  sum.  If,  from  bnUd- 
lug  the  frigates,  they  turned  to  the  expense  itf 
manning  dem,  the  same  couclnsion  would  be 
drawn.  They  fonnd  that  the  pay  of  an  able- 
bodied  seaman  in  the  British  navy  had  lately 
been  ndsed  from  S6s.  Sd.  to  SOs.  sterling  a  month, 
which  was  #0  661 ;  but,  by  the  present  law, 
|ie,000  a  month  were  allowed  fbr  the  pay  1^ 
the  petty  officers,  midshipmen,  seamen,  ordinary 
seamen,  and  marines,  whioh  averaged  from  18 
to  17  dollars  a  man. 

When  he  heard  gentlenien  stating  the  advan- 
tages of  the  naval  strength  of  Denmark  and 
Sweden  to  these  oooutiiea,  he  could  not  4gKa 
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with  tbeitt  alto^ther,  thoagh  }ie  agreed  thef 
bad  some  weight;  but  it  was  well  kaown  that 
Uie  Griuid  Navy  of  Portngal  had  no  weight 
whatever  in  the  acale  of  the  large  Davies  of  Eo- 
rope;  it  did  not  even  enahle  her  to  protect  her 
trade ;  for,  if  either  France  or  Great  Britain 
had  the  guperioritj  in  the  Mediterranean,  ahe 
was  nnder  their  controL  He  believed  Denmark 
and  Sweden  had  thirt;  aail  of  the  line  each,  and 
he  wished  gentlemen  to  calcnlato  how  mnoh  it 
wonid  coat  ua  to  have  anch  a  navy.  A  fleet  of 
a  few  Tessels  would  not  tlien  be  able  to  afford 
protection  to  onr  trade;  aad  it  waa  whoUj  ont 
of  onr  power  to  have  a  fleet  eqnal  to  that  of 
Denmark  or  Sweden. 

Mr.  SwiirwioK  believed  the  expense  of  these 
frigates  had  been  ranch  greater  than  an;  future 
ones  would  be.  When  tliey  were  told  tbey  had 
cost  £2,000  sterling  a  gnn,  it  waa  evident  there 
mnst  have  been  great  extravagance  in  tbe  ei- 
penae,  as  merchant  veasela  might  be  built  aa 
cheaply  in  this  country  as  in  any  other.  He 
supposed  the  extra  expense  had  been  owing  to 
the  want  of  eome  regular  establishment  to  over- 
look tbe  buninesB,  and  because  it  bad  been  un^ 
dertaken  at  a  time  when  other  nations  were  at 
war,  and  of  coarse  when  materials  were  very 
high.  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  worth  of  hemp 
bad  indeed  been  bomt  by  accident  at  Boston. 
Aa  to  the  terma  of  seamen,  though  they  might 
at  flrst  he  high,  when  the  service  was  known  he 
doubted  not  they  would  falL 

Mr.  J.  WiLUAMB  said,  he  had  always  oppoeed 
the  establishment  of  a  navy,  and  wu  tbe  qnee- 
tion  now  whether  or  not  we  should  commence 
a  navy  he  should  certainly  be  against  it ;  but, 
OS  the  frigates  were  BO  far  advanced,  be  thought 
tliey  ought  to  finish  them,  especially  when  they 
considered  the  present  criti<^  sitnation  of  our 
afiatra ;  for,  if  a  general  peace  did  not  take 
place  in  Europe,  the  war  would  probably  be- 
come a  maritime  war,  and  we  mi^bt  be  involved 
in  it.  But  he  waa  still  of  opinion  that  if  we 
must  go  into  an  expensive  naval  establishment 
(or  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  we  had 
better  have  none.  Bnt,  say  gentlemen,  where 
will  you  find  revenue)  He  believed,  though 
we  had  no  anned  force,  a  considerable  com- 
merce would  etill  be  carried  on,*  and  those  who 
declined  it  would  turn  their  attention  to  agricul- 
ture and  mano&cturea,  from  wliioh  any  defl- 
denoy  of  revanne  would  readily  be  supplied. 

It  was  true,  as  had  I>een  atated,  lliat  they  bad 
been  called  upon  from  time  to  Ume  for  addi- 
tional Bum^  to  complete  theae  frigates,  and  he 
knew  not  when  these  calls  would  end. 

Mr.  Giles  was  obliged  to  the  gentleman  laat 
up  for  his  speech  a^nst  the  present  bill,  though 
he  meant  to  vote  tor  it;  he  would  rather,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  rpoiea  in  favor,  and  voted 
against  the  bilL  Mr.  G.  aaid  he  shonld  vote 
agaiust  the  passing  of  the  bill,  and  for  the  rea- 
sons asmgned  by  that  gentleman.  He  thought 
a  DAvy  woold  be  a  great  evil  for  this  conntry. 


*  And  IiMIUm  curled  Ml 


Our  (n^et  interests  lay  in  the  soil ;  and  if  ever 
the  vitals  of  tbe  country  were  to  be  drawn  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  protecting  onr  torn- 
meroe  on  the  sea,  he  shoald  greatly  lament  iL 
He  believed  the  despotiam  of  nations  kept  pace 
with  the  ratio  of  expense  of  their  Govemmenta 
He  was  sorry  to  aay  that  he  was  more  and  more 
convinced  that  it  was  the  constant  aim  uf  eoiue 
gentlemen  in  that  House  to  increaw  the  ex- 
penses of  our  Government.  The  proprietj  irf 
establisMng  a  hsvj  had  scarcely  ever  been  kA- 
onaly  considered;  it  was  first  begun  under  ao 
alarm,  and  it  had  been  r^ntinoally  carried  an  by 
tbe  same  means- 
Mr.  ^ABFBB  said  gentlemen  seem  to  abandon 
their  objections  to  this  bill  by  adraittjng  ihat 
there  was  no  probability  it  would  not  pass- 
But  why!  Because  a  m^ority  of  the  House 
eitiier  think  the  measure  is  proper  in  tl^l^  or 
from  the  partJcalar  drcumstauces  of  this  coun- 
try. It  was  surely  a  singular  instance  of  mo- 
desty in  gentlemen,  after  ttiis  couccs^on,  to 
argue  against  the  passing  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  U-  did  not  admit  that  these  frigatM  were 
commenced  from  an  idea  of  laying  the  fonnds- 
tlon  of  a  large  Navy  Establishment,  but  from 
particular  drcumstances;  and,  stud  he,  shall  ve, 
at  a  time  when  we  are  threatened  with  danger, 
abandon  them  t  He  trusted  not ;  bqi^  conduct 
would  be  absurd  in  the  extreme,  and  imply  a 
oharaot«r  of  imbedlity  which  be  hoped  tlieir 
oouDcila  would  never  deaerve. ' 

Mr-  Allbn  said,  he  had  some  oljection  to  the 
passing  of  the  biU,  but  his  objectione  were  10 
the  amendments  which  had  been  introduced 
into  it,  yet  he  did  not  know  but  he  ahouU  rote 
for  it.  He  thought  there  was  a  proviaon  in  the 
bill  which  went  to  prostrate  this  GovenmmL 
He  fllladed  to  that  part  of  it  which  directed  Ibe 
manner  in  which  thia  force  ahould  be  used.  He 
coneidered  this  aa  a  Tiolation  of  the  oonstitutioa, 
beMdes  carrving  upon  the  fhca  of  it  an  idea  that 
one  of  the  branches  of  this  Oovemment  could 
not  be  trusted  with  the  exercise  of  Its  power- 
Was  it  poarible,  he  asked,  for  a  Govemiaent  to ' 
exist,  when  this  confidence  was  reftiaed  to  oae 
of  its  brancheel  What  were  the  people  of  tba 
United  States,  and  abroad,  to  Uiink  of  tbiil 
Would  not  the  people  of  this  country  think  it 
their  dnty  to  destroy  a  power  which  oonld  not 
be  trusted ;  and  would  not  foreigners  de^isa  it  I 
It  aeemed  asif  tlUa  were  the  intention  <^  gentle- 

Mr.  A.  alao  oMected  to  tbe  clanae  Hmiting 
the  duration  (^thk  bill;  since  thia  wenttenj 
that  they  not  only  distrusted  the  other  bnncbM 
of  the  GoTOTiment,  bnt  tbetnaelvee-  A  Ihiog 
which  must  in  Sta  nature  be  perpetual,  wu 
there  limited-  He  deprecated  the  idea  of  ex- 
pense being  an  ol^ection  to  this  measure-  Oar 
emancipation  from  the  chains  of  Great  Britain, 
he  s^<^  ^^  attended  with  a  great  expanse; 
bnt  was  it  not  believed  that  the  liberty  and  in- 
dependeooe  of  thia  country  were  of  superior 
valoe  to  money  t  He  trusted  they  were.  He 
ooold  only  suppoee^  therefore,  that  men  who 
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ntiJKted  vgalnst  the  expense,  mnst  themselTea 
lit  WT^d  and  avaricinna.  If  these  n'ig3l«s  had 
Wen  prorided  four  jean  oso,  he  behered  all 
om  present  difficoltiea  wonld  have  been  yte- 
Tcnted,  and  a  Bum  vastly  less  tban  that  of  which 
vebad  been  robbed  would  have  done  the  bnsi- 
oen,  Mr.  A.  denied  that  ships  of  war  could 
MTbebniltinEnglandfor  £1,000  agon;  that 
vta  formerij  the  price,  bni  thej  now  cost 
£1,500  per  gon. 

Mr.  NiOHouiB  bad  alwa^w  been  of  opinion, 
tbxt  the  expense  of  these  Aif^stes  was  a  nseless 
ezpenae;  be  did  not  believe  a  case  conld  hap- 
pen, except  within  onr  own  Jnmdiction,  where 
these  veseels  conld  be  of  advantage  to  as ;  bnt 
notwithstanding  this  was  his  opinion,  heahonid 
Tole  ftip  the  passing  of  this  bill,  becanse  ne  saw 
the  lentimentA  of  that  Eonse  and  the  public 
wen  Mnxiglj  in  its  favor,  from  a  peraaaaion 
that  the  measore  was  neceesarj,  and  that  the 
thing  would  be  a  continnsl  topic  of  dispnte  nntil 
it  was  carried  into  effect. 

He  waa  willing  therefore,  to  let  the  Tessels 
go  to  sea,  believing  that  nothing  shorii  of  actual 
exMrioic*  wonld  oonvince  the  supporters  of 
ttos  measore  that  it  was  neeless,  expensive,  and 
iliJDTioii*;  and  hoping  that  hj  one  year's  eipe- 


woold  coDcnr  in  relinqnishing  it. 

The  <)Deati(»i  was  then  taken  on  the  passing 
of  the  uH,  and  decided  in  the  afflrmative — jeas 
7S,  na^B  2G,  as  fblloVB : 

Tua — Jobn  Alleii,  Georse  Baer,jr^  Theopbilni 
Bndbiiry,  David  BiDoki,  Nathan  Bt7>ii,  D«mpMj 
Bm]^  Chrialepher  Q,  Chunplio,  Jamet  Cochran, 
WilHam  Craik,  Sanniel  W.  DBnm,  Jamee  Davenport, 
Tbomai  T.  Davia  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  George 
EgE,  Loeai  ElmaDdaph,  Thomai  Evani,  Afaisl  FoMer, 
DwWit  Foster,  Jdm  Fowkr,  JimathftD  Freeman, 
Kauniel  Fteemaa,  jr.,  James  Gillenjig,  Heuiy  Glenn, 
ChBBBc»7  Gomlcicb,  ^Iliani  Gordon,  Roger  Grii- 
weU,  WOluun  B.  Gnve,  John  A.  Hums,  Robert 
Geodloe  Harper,  Cartar  B.  Haimon,  Thamu  Hutlsy, 
Wmiam  Hindman,  David  Holinee,  Hazekiah  L.  Ho»- 
»w,  Jamas  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  KitCera,  Edward 
litiagrtun,  Samnel  Ljman,  Matthtiir  Lyon,  Jamei 
Kadur,  WIDiam  Hatthena,  John  Milledni,  Danial 
Homi^  John  iTiebolaa,  HsrriaoD  G.  Otis,  Josiah 
FaAer,  ElUia  B.  Patter,  John  Read,  John  Ratledge, 
^■^  Jamea  Sohnreman,  Samuel  Sevall,  WilUua 
Shcpacd,  IlMnias  Slndekseu,  Samnel  Si%reavas, 
Jncaaiah  ftnilh,  Nathaniel  Smith,  WllUam  Smith, 
ef  Chariestoi^  Biehaid  SpjiSi  J'''  ''ehn  Swanwick, 
'   r,  Biehaid  ^omai.  Hark  Thomson, 
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Kan— Abraham  Baldwin,  Darid  Bard,  Tbomai 
Blom^  Bicbanl  Brent,  Thomas  ClaibOToe,  HattliBw 
Cl^,  Joha  Cloptaa,  Joshua  Coit,  John  Dawson, 
AUnrt  Gallatlii,  W^Iiam  B,  Giles,  Andrew  Greag, 
JaBBlbso  S.  Havens,  Walter  Jodm,  Matthew  LixAe, 
KsdMald  Haam,  Blair  UcClenachan,  Jeae^  He 
Dmnll,  Anthooj  Now,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William 
Snith,  (of  Piiwkiiaj  District,)  Bichard  Stanford, 
nosat  Snmter,  Joaeph  B.  Varnnm,  and  Ahraham 


The  title  was  altered  from  "  An  act  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States," 
to  "  An  act  providing  a  Naval  Armament." 

UomiAT,  Jone  26. 
Lawn  B.  HoBBie,  ftom  Vermont,  and  Lxhukl 
Bkmtoh,  tram  South  Carolina,  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seat& 

Stamp  ihititi:  NatuTolaation  etrtifieatti: 
Lawyer'*  Ikenus ;   Convepanea. 

The  House  wont  into  a  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  hill  fbr  lajing  duties  on  stamped 
vellnm,  parohment,  and  paper;  when,  the  nnrt 
section  being  nnder  consideration, 

Mr.  KiTTaBi  moved  to  add,  "  an^  certificates 

of  natnralization dollars,"  as  he  thonEht 

foreigners,  who  were  admitted  to  all  the  ri^ts 
of  ciUzens  nnder  this  Government,  oonld  not 
be  against  paying  a  small  tax  on  their  admission 
to  this  right. 

Mr.  Maooh  thought  this  tax  wonld  fUl  verjr 
heavy  upon  persons  who  oame  into  this  conntij 
to  live  oy  their  labor — many  of  whom  were 
not  able  to  pay  thdr  psaaage,  bnt  were  indented 
by  those  who  brooght  them  for  a  number  of 
years ;  and  who,  if  this  tax  were  paid,  wonld 
have  eo  much  longer  to  serve. 

Mr.  BnoOKB  did  not  see  this  ol^ection,  aa 
such  persons  might  labor  all  their  Uvea  withont 
becoming  naturalized. 

Mr.  QoBDOM  said,  that  by  the  naturalization 
act,  no  foreigner  could  be  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  a  citizen  nntil  be  had  been  five  years 
in  the  coontry,  and  therefore  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina  oonld  not 
have  any  weight 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Hr.  SwAirwicK  moved  to  strike  out  fire 
dollars,  and  insert  ten,  for  licenses  to  practise 
as  a  oounsellor,  attorney,  Ac  He  thought,  if 
these  gentlemen  were  taxed  at  all,  ten  dollars 
wonld  be  aa  low  a  sum  as  tliey  could  well  fix 
upon  for  the  purpose, 

Mr.  VaBKUM  thought  the  tax  should  be  much 
higher,  if  imposed  at  alL  He  spoke  of  the  hi^ 
tax  laid  upon  the  profeesOTs  of  the  law  U 
Massachusetts. 

'The  amendment  was  carried,  there  being  68 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  OoOBBAK  wished  the  tax  to  extend  to 
lawvera  who  practised  in  the  State  Oourta,  sa 
well  as  to  those  who  practised  in  the  Oonrts  of 
the  United  Btatea. 

Mr.  NicROLaa  ol{}eot«d  to  thia  propontjon. 
The  lavryera,  in  some  of  the  States,  were  already 
very  highly  taxed ;  besides,  he  donbted  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  tax  the  lawyers 
of  the  State  Oonrta,  as  they  were  necessary  in 
the  Smte  Governments. 

Mr.  SwAKwioK  did  not  expect  any  objection 
could  have  been  made  to  a  tax  so  reasonable, 
eepeeially  when  the  bill  propoeed  to  tax  mer- 
,  chants  so  heavily;  they  would  not  be  able  to 


dbyGoo^Ie 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


U.  or  B.] 


TU  ,^omp  DiOf,  i:e. 


[Iwn,  im. 


tDFD  thenuelvM  without  &  stamp,  and  sorely 
the  lncrstiT«  profession  of  the  law  oonld  not 
think  mnch  of  paying  this  low  tax.  It  wae 
said,  indeed,  that  the  merchant  did  not  ulti- 
mately par  the  dnty,  bnt  the  conaomer;  and 
he  donbted  not  the  lawyers  would  not  taXl  to 
find  OQt  a  way  of  mafclng  their  clients  pay  the 
dnty, 

llr.  Denxib  objected  to  this  tax  on  the 
gronnd  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  If  a 
tax  ol  this  kind  he  Raid,  were  laid  npon  the 
lawrers  of  the  State  Gonrts,  it  might  be  ex- 
tended to  aaj  other  officer  of  the  Government, 
and  tlicrehj  annihilate  the  State  GoTemmenta. 

Ur.  LiTiKOBTOiT  was  in  faTor  of  the  amend- 
ment, becanse  he  thought  the  Btat«  lawyers  a 
fiiir  object  of  taxation.  He  denied  that  ft  wonid 
be  nnconstitDtional,  or  that  it  wonld  operate 
hardly  npon  a  particnlar  closa  of  men.  It  was 
not  lud  npon  any  particnlar  class ;  bnt  npon 
an  instrament  wmcn,  indeed,  to  eiemse  their 

Erofeesions,  lawyers  wonld  be  obliged  to  have : 
nt  it  might  as  well  be  s^d  that  the  tax  npon 
mm  and  stigor  woald  fall  heavily  upon  the 
sellerB  of  those  articles,  and  that  therefore 
mm  or  sngsr  wonld  be  sold.  The  one  tax 
np<Hi  the  consumer,  and  the  other  upon  the 
oUent.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  Ur.  L.  said, 
the  lawyers  were  not  taied  at  alL 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  when  he  seoonded  the 
motion  for  striking  oot  "  five  "  for  the  purpose 
of  ioserting  "  t«n "  be  did  not  intend  the  tax 
to  be  extended  to  the  practisers  in  State  Courts ; 
nor  did  he  think  the  oonstitation  wonld  war- 
rant such  an  extension  of  iL 

Mr.  SrroBXATis  was  in  fiivor  of  the  amend- 
ment :  he  wished  to  fix  the  principle.  He 
thought  that  the  State  lawyers  were  a  fiir 
o^ect  of  taxation,  and  that  tlie  profits  of  their 
bnsinem  would  very  well  bear  it.  Bnt  there 
was  reason  for  making  a  distinction  between 
the  two  cases.  He  thought  there  wonld  be  a 
hardship  in  extending  the  tax  to  practisers  in 
eonntj  oourta,  as  that  wonld  cause  it  ta  fall  in 
some  places  very  heaTily.  For  instance,  in 
Peunsylvania,  there  must  be  a  separate  admis- 
don  into  every  court  of  every  county  j  so  that 


on  account  of  this  tax.  He  hoped  the  motion 
wonld  l>e  postponed  for  the  present,  and  modi- 
fled.  He  woold  do  it  htmseli;  if  time  were  given. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SrroBRATie  sdd,  he  understood  that 
deeds  for  the  oonveyanoe  of  landa  wonld  ha<re 
been  amongst  the  articles  taxed.  He  thongL. 
snch  a  tax  wonld  be  on  eli^ble  one,  and  in  or- 
der to  learn  what  were  the  objections  to  It,  he 
proposed  to  add  to  the  bill,  -"any  deed  for  the 
conveyance  of  real  estate dollars." 

Mr.  R.  WiLUAJiB  said,  this  proporition  had 
been  rejected  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  tiie  gronnd  that  snob  a  tax  would 
(dash  with  the  Jurisdiotjon  of  tlie  Statee.  He 
had  the  same  ol^ection  to  this  that  he  should 
liav«  to  laying  a  tax  upon  the  State  lawyers.  I 


To  say  a  deed,  which  was  legal  by  the  laws  of 
a  State,  coold  not  be  received  in  evidence,  ex 
cept  it  was  stamped,  wonld  be  tautamonut  tc 
the  repealing  of  a  State  law. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  this  snbjeot  had  been  fte- 
qnentlj  nnder  diecnxsion,  both  in  the  Commit- 
tee o/^Waya  and  Means,  and  in  that  House. 
On  this  occasion,  the  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  was  against  laying  a 
tax  on  deeds.  He  was  in  th$  minority.  There 
was  a  provision,  Mr.  S.  said,  which  declared 
that  no  paper  upon  which  a  duty  was  impceed 
by  this  act  shouTd  be  admitted  in  evidence ;  but 
there  was  afterwards  a  clause  wliioh  allowed 
them  to  be  admitted,  on  payment  of  ten  dollars 
over  and  abo>e  the  dnty  thereupon  pavable. 
Be  thought  the  tax  woqld  be  a  very  goon  and 
a  very  profitable  one. 

Mr.  dorr  thoa^t  this  was  a  tax  which  should 
be  gone  into  with  great  caution,  nncc^  if  it 
were  carried  it  might  be  the  means  of  lonng 
the  whole  bill.  He  thought  the  bill  wonld  be 
better  passed  witlioat  this  proviuon ;  and  if  it 
were  found  expedient,  it  might  be  added  hereafter. 

Mr.  Giles  was  opposed  to  this  amendoMut, 
as  interfering  with  the  governments  of  tlw  sev- 
eral States.  All  lands  (except  snch  as  had  be«n 
sold  by  the  United  States)  were  held  fivm  the 
States ;  and  if  this  tax  were  to  be  agreed  to,  he 
believed  the  State  courts  wonld  not  i«fbse  load-  . 
mit  a  deed  in  evidence  which  was  not  stamped. 
Nothing  woold  give  so  much  alarm  to  t^e  States 
as  a  subject  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Saw  ALL  did  not  nndenitand  the  distinc- 
tion made  between  titles  to  load  and  titles  to 
money.  He  thought  the  objection  made  to  a 
tax  on  a  deed,  might  he  made  with  equal  pro* 
priety  to  a  tax  on  a  bond  or  not«.  If  the; 
nod  a  right  to  say  these  should  not  be  reoeived 
in  evidence  In  a  State  court,  nnlees  they  were 
stamped,  they  had  a  right  to  say  the  same  with 
respect  to  a  deed.  Except  it  oonld  be  shown 
that  the  former  was  leas  able  to  pay  than  the 
merchant  he  thought  no  other  oqjootion  hod 
any  weight, 

Mr.  K.  WtLLiAHB  thought  there  was  a  great 
difference  between  a  note  of  band  and  a  deed. 
The  State  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  former, 
bnt  much  with  the  latter;  nnoe  every  State 
held  ^ants  of  ita  lands,  and  a  moa  must  show 
his  title  from  the  original  grant,  before  tiis  ti> 
tie  could  Im  sud  to  be  a  good  one.  He  did  not 
doubt  the  peo^  bwng  able  to  pay  the  tax; 
it  was  the  principle  whiob  he  contended  agtonst, 
which,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  cause  a 
clashing  of  the  antborittes  of  the  two  Ooveni- 
ments.  If  the  United  States  oonld  lay  a  tax  (^ 
this  sort^  they  might  lay  a  tax  upon  every  oom- 
miasion  tssned  by  a  State. 

Mr.  NicHOLOs  did  not  see  the  smalleet  differ- 
ence between  the  two  cases  which  haS  been 
stated.  And  when  they  came  to  the  18th  aeo- 
tion,  he  should  endeavor  to  prove  that  to  b<^ 
piece  of  paper  should  not  be  received  in  evi- 
enoe  in  a  ooort^  which  was  lawful  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  laws  of  the  State,  wonld  be  a  vi- 
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<dati(4i  of  State  Borereignty.  ■  E«  was  not  of 
opisioD,  whh  the  gentleman  from  Oonnectlciit, 
that  the;  should  take  op  the  snUact  partdallj, 
rather  than  oot  paaa  the  bill.  He  thon^t  it 
hot  to  oonrider  a  tax  npon  Its  brondeet  bans. 
It  was  not  fiur  to  exdode  an;  thing  vhicb 
gtood  npon  the  same  ground.  He  wi^ed  the 
prindple  to  be  thus  fairly  testec!.  He  ahonld, 
thffefore,  Tote  for  the  tax  on  deeds. 

Mr.  Ltor  bcqied,  Hiat  if  this  tax  waa  agreed  to, 
pnrthiece  vt  a  small  amonnt  would  be  exdnded. 

Mr.  BwAxwux  stid  there  would  donbtJesa 
k«  a  difference  made  in  the  datj  between  lai^ 
and  man  pnrchaaea  He  also  discvreed  with 
the  eentleman  from  Ootmeoticiit.  'Die  princi- 
ld&  be  aaid,  waa  either  right  or  not ;  if  it  were 
ri^t,  H  Aonld  he  made  general:  if  not,  it 
ongtit  not  to  be  adopted. 

The  qtieel»Hi  was  pat,  and  negatived — 47  to 


Tdhvat,  June  S7. 
Stamp  dntiei. 

Bin:  H0TB8. 

The  HoDM  resolTcd  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whde  (n  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
itmiped  TeUmn,  parohment,  and  paper,  when 

Hr.  NicnouB  moved  to  strike  ont  the  claase 
czoDpting  bank  notes  from  daty,  as  be  oonld 
iM  no  reason  why  notes  npon  wbioh  a  profit 
was  made,  sfaonld  he  exempted  from  dnty  more 
tkss  others.  He  trosted  all  notes  would  be 
Idaeed  on  the  some  (ttotiDg. 

Hr.  W.  SmrH  hoped  gentlemen  did  not  mean, 
by  moving  to  stnke  ont  this  exemption,  to 
dcstn^  the  bilL  He  tbonght  the  obBervation 
of  the  gentleman  from  Oonneotiont  yeaterday, 
Bgainat  anbanasring  the  bill  by  doabtml  objecte, 
had  wdghL  On  uis  gronnd,  thovgh  he  waa 
before  of  <7iinlon  deeds  onght  to  nave  been 
inserted,  he  did  not  vote  for  inserting  tltem. 
He  trosted  the  gentleman  had  not  fimy  oon- 
■tecd  the  entjeot,  and  that  when  he  did  to, 
k  woold  not  purist  in  his  motion. 

1^,  NioHOLas  believed  if  the  fkvorite  object 
of  every  gentleman  were  to  be  exempted,  there 
woald  bo  nothing  left  npon  which  to  lav  a  tax. 
If  to  oppose  th^  were  to  defeat  the  Dill,  he 
meant  to  defeat  it;  as  he  wished  the  tax  to  go 
to  all  olf^ects  of  the  same  kind.  He  had  no 
ides  of  &v<ning  one  interest  at  the  expense  of 
anotha;  be  h<wed,  therefore,  his  amendment 


[H.< 


Ur.  Ltox  expected  the  gentleman  from  Sontfa 
Otniaa^  was  abont  to  have  given  some  reasons 
why  hank  notee  ongbt  not  to  be  taxed  as  well 
M  otb«n;  but  be  vu  ^sqipointed.  He  be- 
Beved  those  wbo  ismed  tbeae  notca  got  a  good 
profit  from  them,  and  tliat  it  was,  therelbre, 
resaonaUe  Ihey  sbonld  pay  tbdr  prt^iortioa 
towards  the  support  of  Qovemment.  , 

ib.  W.  SxTTH  thon^t  the  tax  an  improper 
oMi    Basks  wete  Iftxed  in  another  part  of  the 


bill,  on  the  transfer  of  their  shares.  A  tax  on 
bai^  notes,  he  uiA,  wonld  introdace  a  vast  deal 
of  oonfoBion  throagbont  the  country.  As  for 
himself  he  did  not  care  any  tbiog  about  it ;  bnt 
he  believed,  if  it  were  agreed  to,  it  woold 
prodnce  so  many  oljeotiona  agunat  the  bill  a* 
to  prevent  ita  paa^g. 

Hr.  Bbooks  was  against  stamping  bank  notes, 
as  they  were  not  stmnped  in  any  oonntry  what- 
ever.* Indeed  they  were  different  from  other 
notes,  as  they  were  Uie  representatives  of  specie; 
they  Qiight,  therefore,  ns  well  stomp  dollars  or 
gnineaa.  In  short,  the  subject  wag  too  import- 
ant and  intricate  to  be  gone  into  at  this  lat4 
period  of  the  session. 

U>.  YxNABui  said,  in  proportjon  as  the  tax 
was  general,  it  would  be  Just.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  bill)  It  was  to  tax  that  right 
which  an  individnal  posaesBes  in  society,  of 
transferring  his  property,  and  the  evidences  of 
it ;  it  was  also  to  tax  him  for  the  rlf^t  he  bad 
of  ndng  his  credit  Though  the  argoment  of 
the  gentleman  last  np  might  appear  specions, 
that  a  bank  note  was  the  representative  of 
spede,  it  was  not  very  solid;  it  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  circa- 
Istod  for  ita  intereat.  An  individnal,  if  he  bad 
sufficient  credit,  might  issue  notes  as  well  as  a 
corporation ;  and,  in  that  case,  his  notes  would 
be  charged  with  the  dnty,  whilst  those  of  a 
corporation  would  not.  From  whence,  said 
Mr,  v.,  is  this  reasoning  drswn  I  It  was  drawn 
from  the  doctrine  of  favoritism — it  waa  meant 
to  favor  the  moneyed  interest,  which  was  al- 
ready snfflclently  encouraged  by  their  tnoor- 
poration.  There  seemed  to  be  no  objection  to 
the  prindple;  bnt  merely  to  the  convenience 
of  the  thing.  If  it  oonld  be  shown  tbat  the 
tax  would  material^  operate  npon  the  cironla- 
tion  of  bank  notes,  bo  as  to  injnre  the  operation 
of  money  transaotionsj  it  might  have  some 
weight  with  him ;  bnt  it  waa  none,  to  say  thli 
bill  most  pass,  and  therefore  let  us  avoid  any 
thing  in  which  there  may  be  any  diffioatty. 
Snch  assertiona  went  only  to  this,  wlmv  yoa 
can  tax  the  property  of  an  individual,  do  it; 
but  do  not  meddle  with  oorporationa  as  tbis 
would  be  attended  with  some  difficulty.  He 
wished,  if  the  bill  passed,  that  it  should  operate 
eqnally. 

Hr.  CoiT  wished  the  gentleman  from  Yii^ia 
wonld  withdraw  his  motion,  until  he  took  the 
Benae  of  the  committee  upon  one  which  he  pro- 
poeed  to  make,  and  wlueh  was  calcnlateo,  if 
agreed  to,  to  snpersede  the  one  he  had  made. 
He  would  state  what  it  was.  It  was  bis  opinion 
that  small  notes  sbonld  be  exempted  from  duty. 
He  should  propose,  therefore,  that  there  shoiud 
be  charged  on  all  notes  exceeding  fifty  ddlata 
and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollarsj  t«n 
cents,  and  that  all  of  less  valne  ahonid  go  free. 

After  a  few  remarks  upon  this  motion,  in 
which  it  was  observed  that  it  wonld  defeat  the 


*  Tutd  IB  Onit  Billilii,  with  lh«  prtrllici  sf 
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bUl  entirelj,  aa  it  would  only  be  to  m&ke 
manj  more  notas  at  fittj  dollars,  if  the  hi 
were  larger,  Mr.  Con  coDsented  that  the  fifty 
■honld  be  strnok  oat  and  left  blank ;  when  tha 
qnestioQ  was  taken  and  negatived,  tbere  being 
odIj  twenty-five  votes  for  it, 

Mr.  Fiaaoi.^  renewed  hia  motion. 

Mr.  SrcoBBivBS  hoped  it  would  not  prevw]. 
It  bad  been  admitted  that  if  it  conld  be  proved 
that  the  stamping  of  bank  notes  wonld  embar- 
rass their  circnlation,  it  wonld  be  a  good  objec- 
tion to  the  tax.  He  believed  he  conld  ea^y 
ahow  lliat  it  wonld  not  only  impede  their  cir- 
onlation,  but  depredate  their  valne.  The  tax 
wonld  not  certainlv  be  made  to  operate  upon 
notes  already  issaed,  bat  npon  t^ose  iasned  a^cr 
the  act  took  plaoe ;  so  that  it  would  be  neoea- 
tery  that  every  citizen  thronghont  the  United 
Btatea  ^onld  be  acquainted  with  the  date  of 
their  law,  whioh  would  do  away  all  confidence 
in  bank  paper.  The  result  of  this  nnoertainty 
wonld  be  that  the  banks  would  have  to  call ' 
all  their  ontstanding  notus,  which  wonld  oai 
an  immediate  depreciation  of  their  valne.  ] 
tmated,  therefore,  that  so  objectionable  a  meo- 
anre  would  not  be  entered  npon. 

Hr.  Gaixatin  add,  he  bad  had  hia  donbta 
with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  stamping  " 
notes ;  he  was  not  sure  whether  it  migl 
have  a  dangerous  effect  on  their  circolation. 
On  a  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  how- 
ever, all  hia  doubts  had  vanished.  He  now 
thought  this  amendment  essential,  just,  and 
right.  Indeed,  when  they  proposed  to  lay  a 
stamp  dntv  upon  all  bills  and  notes,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  DO  good  reason  why  the  notes  of 
any  incorporation  whatever  should  be  excepted. 
He  bod  heard  only  one  objection ;  which  was, 
that  these  notes  differed  eaaentially  from  others, 
because  the;  were  the  real  representatives  of 
q>ecie  kept  in  the  bank  from  whence  they  were 
issned.  He  oould  not  see  the  distinction  en- 
deavored to  be  drawn.  Private  notes  were 
always  given  for  some  consideration,  whether 
for  oaah  or  other  property,  was  of  no  oonse- 
qnenoe  to  them.  Indeed,  if  they  turned  their 
^tention  to  the  natnre  of  bai^  notes,  they 
would  be  foond  to  be  a  very  itii  ot^jeot  ot 
taxation. 

Where  an  individnal  gave  his  note,  it  was  not 
likely  that  he  wonld  derive  any  profit  from  it; 
many  of  such  notes  were  what  was  called  "  ao- 
commodation  notes ;"  all  were  acknowledsmenta 
of  debt,  and  therefore  no  proo&  of  wealth ;  but 
bonk  notes  were  never  issned  except  to  produce 
&  profit  to  the  bank;  therefore,  to  exempt  tJiem 
from  duty,  wonld  be  to  exempt  those  which 
were  best  entitled  to  pay. 

The  onW  objection  wonld  be,  any  inoonveol- 
ence  which  might  take  place  to  oonnterbalanoe 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  firom  the  tax.  It  bad 
been  supposed  that  a  depreciation  wonld  take 
place  in  the  value  of  the  notes  in  conseqaeDoe 
of  this  tax.  In  order  to  show  that  tiiis  was  Dot 
probable,  he  supposed  the  tax  wonld  be  laid. 
Bank  notes  were  issned  and  reissued ;  bnt 


when  an  Individual  gave  a  not«,  after  it  was 

Kid,  there  waa  an  end  (^  it  Bank  notes  might 
issued  twenty-times,  or  oftener;  it  was  ne- 
cessary, therefore,  to  tax  them  in  a  different 
way  from  other  notes.  He  sapposed  the  same 
provision  might  be  adopted  here  aa  was  adopted 
m  England.  They  might  be  allowed  to  be  issned 
for  a  certain  nnmber  of  years — say  three.  This 
wonld  remedy  every  kind  of  inconvenience 
arising  from  reissoing.  As  to  notes  now  ia 
circulation,  the  way  to  prevent  inconvenience 
would  be  to  fix  the  time  after  whioh  all  notes 
shoold  be  renewed  by  stamped  notes.  The 
oonseqnenoe  would  be,  that  all  notes  would,  bj 
degrees,  be  retnmed  to  the  bank,  and  no  diffi- 
cnlty  wonld  arise  from  doing  so.  Six  or  nine 
months  might  be  allowed  for  this  purpose.  This 
was  the  way  in  which  all  the  banks  in  England, 
except  the  Bank  of  England,  were  satQect  to 
the   stamp  duty;  that  bank,  he  believed,  had 

Pud  a  certiun  sum  to  be  excnsed  from  the  tii. 
erhaps  the  same  privilege  might  be  allowed 

Mr.  NioHoi.aB  noticed  what  had  fidlen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  the  snbjeet 
of  depreciation,  and  showed  b;  the  regnlatioDa 
under  whioh  the  tax  wonld  be  paid,  that  ft 
could  not  take  place- 
Mr.  BcTLKDOK  tboQght  bank  notes  a  propar 
object  of  taxation,  and  had  not  heard  one  good 
reason  why  they  ^onld  be  exempted  from  the 
proposed  duty.  The  arguments  of  his  coUeagu 
(Hr.  SHrm,}  that  bank  notes  now  in  urcnlation 
would  be  affected,  and  their  currency  checked, 
he  would  answer,  by  observing  that  the  doQr 
conld  not  operate  npon  notes  now  in  drcala- 
tion;  it  was  not  proposed  to  have  them  called 
in,  but  to  have  those  stamped  which  shall  bt 
issued  after  a  certain  day.  He  did  not  think 
the  wd^t  and  importance  which  gMienllT 
attach  to  the  observations  of  the'  gentlanu 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SiraBULVXs)  attach  to 
those  now  offered  by  him.  With  req>eat  to  tbs 
circulation  of  bank  notes  being  embarraMed  by 
the  necessity  there  would  be  for  the  people  A 
large  being  acquainted  with  the  date  c^thetsw, 
the  objection  wonld  applv  to  private  aa  wall  is 
banknotes.  The  people  thronghout  the  oonolrj 
must  inform  themselves,  and  the  most  ignorsat 
will  inform  themselves  of  the  date  of  the  act; 
and  whenever  a  bank  note  or  a  private  nc4a 
ahall  be  offered  to  them,  they  will  alwajB  inqniie 
if  it  was  issued  snbseqneot  or  previous  lo  > 
certain  day.  The  gentleman  ftom  New  ToA 
(Mr.  BaooEs)  was  certainly  incorrect  in  ssyiag 
that  "bank  paper  waa  not  stamped  io  aor 
country  whatever."  In  Great  Britain,  Mr.  fi. 
said,  the  paper  of  all  private  honka  is  stamped; 
that  of  the  Bank  of  England  has  been  exempted 
from  the  stamp  duty,  by  the  bank  having  paid 
the  Government  a  snm,  in  gron,  b;  way  c^ 
commutation.  Althongh  the  moneyed  intarcat 
haa  always  been  well  and  largely  renresenUd 

S  England,  yet  bank  notes  are  taxed  tnere,  lod 
e  oiroulation  of  them  has  not  been  embar- 
raased  by  this  duty ;  on  the  orantnuj,  the  vjt- 
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Km  of  iMoikinK  bM  been  wot^erfiillj  extended 
IhHHigboat  that  kiDgdom.  In  everj  part  of  It 
bank  notes  ve  cmrent ;  erery  town  and  village 
bu  its  bttnks;  thej  are  as  nnirersal  as  tlteir 
dinrche&  Ur.  B.  Mked,  where  wonld  be  the 
propriety  of  taxing  notes  iaaned  b;  fifty  Indi- 
ridnals  in  tbeir  individnal  oftpadl^,  and  exemptr 
iiifc  thooe  iflBQed  by  them  when  the;  associated, 
c^ed  tbanselvea  a  Banking  Company,  and 
isned  notes  to  three  times  the  amonnt  of  their 
capital  T  The  meaeure  seemed  to  himnnwise, 
lod  be  was  rare  it  wonld  be  nnpopnlar.  He 
'  could  not  eoncfflve  why  people  who  had  do 
other  property  than  atocK,  which,  in  many 
imtancM,  yielded  an  interest  at  fifteen  per  cent^ 
e^ddM  not  contribnte  to  the  rapport  of  Oovem- 
ment. 

Hr.  SwAXWiCE,  —  The  greatest  objection 
which  the  banks  in  England  Beemed  to  have  to 
the  tax,  wai,  that  it  might  asnert^n  the  qnaa- 
litj  of  notes  tbey  had  in  tdrcuUtion.  In  order 
to  prevent  this,  the  Bank  of  England  commuted 
with  Government  for  a  certain  sam;  Imt  the 
note?  of  all  the  private  banks  were  etaroped. 
He  thomght  it  reasonable  th&t  this  kind  of  notss 
HKnild  be  stwnped  as  well  as  others,  though  be 
would  have  th«  tax  low;  for  he  saw  no  reason 
why  mbrchanta  sboold  pay,  and  bankers  be  ex- 
ensed  from  tlie  dnty,  since  great  emotnment 
VM  derived  from  tbeee  notes,  by  the  consent 
of  the  eompinnitj,  and  the  oommnnEty,  in  re- 
turn, had  ft  right  to  expect  assistance  ftom  the 
banks. 

Hr.  W.  SiOTB  believed,  if  an  original  propo- 
atioo  bad  been  bronght  forward  to  tax  bank 
notes,  it  wonld  have  been  thonght  a  very  seri- 
OQS  thing,  and  they  shonld  have  paused  before 
tbey  consented  to  the  proposition.  Oentlemen 
who  advocated  this  proposition,  allowed  it 
would  reqmre  many  provisions  to  carry  it  into 
fffeet.  What  those  provinons  wera  he  oonld 
not  pretend  to  say.  He  thonght  bank  notes 
had  been  too  ranch  oonfonnded  with  notes  of 
individnals,  and  tbey  were  qnite  different  things. 
TboM  ot  in^vidnola  were  mostly  larger,  the 
pefttHt  part  of  bank  notes  were  for  five  dol- 
bia.  Notes  of  individnalB,  if  not  stamped,  coald 
net  be  received  in  evidence ;  bnt  he  dtd  not 
know  what  moat  be  the  penalty  on  bank  notes 
bong  iasned  without  stamp.  Besides,  he  said, 
to  lay  B  ^°^  npon  the  notes  issned  bv  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  a  violation 
of  its  diarter,  for,  hj  that  charter,  it  was  said, 
the  Dotesof  that  bank  shonld  be  received  at  the  ' 
cnetoDi-hoiaae  in  payment  of  duties.  It  bad 
been  said  ft  oommntation  might  be  allowed,  but 
that  would  be  equally  contrary  to  the  charter ; 
bendee,  if  aach  a  thing  were  to  be  done,  he  did 
not  know  who  conld  do  it ;  it  wonld  not  be  the 
proper  business  of  the  PsasioKin',  and  that 
Eooae  would  havo  difficulty  in  saying  what 
woqld  be  a  proper  earn  to  be  ptud  for  me  pnr- 
pose.  He  again  feared  the  introduction  of  this 
principle  wooM  desboy  the  bill.         *  , 

Mr.  CoiT  did  not  Omk  it  was  quite  ao  clear  a 
tiuBg  M  •i>iiie  geotlemeD  seeined  to  think  it, ' 


that  bank  notes  ought  to  be  stamped.  He  did 
not  believe  the  analogy  between  the  bank  and 
private  notes  was  so  strong  as  had  been  repre- 
sented. If  the  facta  were  as  represented,  that 
every  bank  note  was  to  be  con^dered  as  pro- 
ducing a  profit  to  the  banker,  there  wonld  be 
good  ground  for  the  tax ;  bnt  he  was  of  opinion 
this  was  not  the  case.  For  instance,  if  the  bank 
gave  their  note  for  one  hnndred  dollars,  it  was 
equal  evidence  with  the  note  of  an  individnaL 
that  they  had  received  the  value  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  Bnt  if  they  went  further,  it  wonld  be 
found  the  analogy  did  not  bold.  The  note  of 
the  individnal  was  at  a  certain  date,  bnt  that  <^ 
the  banker  was  on  demand;  and  Uiey  were 
every  day  liable  to  be  called  upon  for  the  money 
of  which  the  note  was  the  representative;  so 
that  they  were  obliged  lo  keep  the  money,  mf 
money  at  least  to  a  great  amonnt,  ready  to  take 
□p  their  notes  whenever  presented.  Banks 
could  not,  therefore,  be  considered  as  receiving 
a  profit  on  all  the  notes  they  issned ;  bnt  only 
upon  the  difference  between  the  amonnt  of  notes 
iagned,  and  the  cash  they  are  oUliged  to  keep  by 
them  to  answer  their  demands.  The  analogy,  - 
therefore,  did  not  hold;  and,  if  bank  notes 
were  taxed,  It  must  be  upon  a  different  prind- 
ple  ftom  that  on  whibh  the  notes  of  individnals 

Hr.  Potter  was  in  &vor  of  tbe  amendment, 
and  he  tmsted  that  gentlemen  who  were  always 
ready  to  go  into  every  species  of  expense,  would 
not  flinch  when  the  object  was  to  raise  money. 
He  bad  this  morning  voted  for  a  bill  laying  ad- 
ditional tax  on  licenses,  which  be  believed 
wonld  be  found  In  some  degree  oppressive,  but 
he  did  it  beoanse  he  knew  revenue  was  wanted. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  8onth  Carolinft 
would,  on  this  occasion,  ooncnr  in  the  proposed 
tax.  He  donbted  not  unexceptionable  meane 
might  be  devised  for  oollectJng  it ;  if  not,  it 
nlight  be  given  up. 

Ur.  Sa^pbb  was  against  the  amendment,  not 
because  be  was  satisfied  bank  notes  were  not  ft 
proper  object  of  taxation,  bnt  because  he  did 
not  wish  to  embarrass  Hie  bill  with  a  ratjeet 
which  tbey  had  not  time  to  consider. 

Hr.  SwuTwiox  agtun  spoke  in  favor  of  Uie 
tax. 

Hr.  Otis  was  against  the  amendment;  not 
because  he  thought  such  a  tax  would  be  im- 
proper, bnt  from  the  difBcnIties  which  wonld 
attend  the  carrying  it  into  efiect.  Besides,  h« 
said,  if  the  notes  were  to  revert  to  the  bank 
every  two  or  three  years,  it  would  canse  a  run 
upon  them  for  cash,  instead  of  renewed  notea, 
which  might  be  very  inconvenient. 

Hr,  Vkkabli  did  not  think  the  run  npon  tht 
bank  which  tbe  gentleman  had  mentioned  could 
take  place,  as  the  notes  would  have  to  be  re- 
newed three  years  fWtm  tbe  time  issued,  and 
all  their  notes  would  not  be  issued  on  one  dv- 
Hr.  y.  again  Insisted  that  this  tax  should  be 
general;  and  if  they  had  not  time  to  make 
it  so,  it  ongbt  to  be  put  off  ^  they  bad.  Not 
to  include  bankers  wonld  be  to  lay  a  tax  upon 
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the  people  whose  complaints  of  its  h&rd»hips 
oodIq  not  be  heard.  He  depreciated  this  aa 
nnjoat. 

Mr.  Hasfvb  coald  not  conceive  that  the 
great  body  of  merchaDts  and  farmere  throngh- 
ODt  the  United  States  were  people  who  coold 
not  make  their  complaints  heanl,  if  thej  had 
them  to  make.  The  proprietors  of  banks,  Mr. 
H.  said,  already  paid  tues  in  a  -variety  of 
Bhiip«e;  many  of  them  were  merchants,  and 
wonld,  of  coarse,  paj  the  tax  Imposed  on  the 
notes  of  individnals. 

Mr.  Bbooes  was  ag^nst  going  into  a  tax  on 
bank  notes  at  present,  but  denied'  that  there 
wonld  be  any  oanse  of  complaint  fh)m  the  peo- 
^  on  aooonnt  of  tlie  taxes  imposed  hy  this  hill. 
Be  wished  ta  make  a  beginning  with  a  stamp 
tax  at  present ;  it  might  not  be  completed  these 
seven  years.  Gentlemen  might  as  well  go  on 
and  propose  a  tax  on  newspapers,  which,  whatr 
ever  might  be  said  against  it,  he  believed  might 
be  laid  without  infringing  the  liberty  of  the 
press ;  bat  a  thing  of  this  kiad  would  require  a 
great  deal  of  det^ 

Mr.  Ci-UBOHm  was  in  &vor  of  incloding  bank 
not£B ;  not  to  do  this,  he  said,  wonld  be  to  catch 
mtalljiah,  and  let  the  large  oti^i  pass. 

Mr.  Gam^toi  said  that  the  provisions  for  lay- 
ing Qiis  tax  would  be  by  no  means  difflcnlt. 
Jcdeed,  three-foorths  of  the  bill  was  copied 
from  the  British  statnte,  and  that  part  respect- 
ing bank  notes  oonld  be  as  easy  copied  aa  any 
other  part  The  observations  respeotJng  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  were 
not  deserving  of  a  reply.  There  was  only  one 
of  two  things  which  conld  be  don^  either  to 
tu  bank  notca,  or  to  exooM  all  other  notes 
from  Che  tax. 

Mr.  8iT«Bxi.TXB  ooold  not  snbmit  to  hear  that 
It  was  the  intention  of  thoee  who  opposed  this 
motion,  to  screen  the  moneyed  interest  of  this 
oonntrj  from  paying  a  tax.  He  had  no  such 
views.  He  had  no  defection  to  tax  the  banks 
in  proportion  to  the  amoont  of  their  bnsiiues ; 
but  he  oonld  not  agree  to  Its  being  done  in  this 
way.  If  gentlemen  would  estimate  how  mnch 
the  stamp  da^  of  a  bank  wonld  produce  to  the 
IJnited  Statea,  he  would  vote  for  a  snm  of  this 
kind  by  way  of  oommntation.  Oharges  conld 
rarely  be  made  against  the  side  of  ihe  Honse 
with  whom  he  generally  aoted,  for  not  being 
willing  to  TOte  for  revenue;  a  contrary  charge 
was  more  frequently  made.  He  trusted  the 
amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to;  bntthat 
if  tiie  tax  were  laid,  it  wonld  be  by  way  of 


The  qnestion  was  taken  and  carried,  there 
liting  66  votes  in  bvor  of  it. 

The  conunittee  rose  and  had  leave  to  rit 
again. 

The  resolution  respecting  an  a^onrnment 
was  received  from  the  Senate,  and  disagreed  to. 
The  disagreement  being  read,  Mr.  Oii.bs  moved 
de  same  reeolution  flUed  with  Monday  next ; 
bat  Mr.  Willumb  c^^xwed  it,  and  moved  to 
•^oara. 


Thubsdat,  Jum  89. 
Stamp  Pvliti, 

BANK  DOTES. 

The  House  went  into  a  Ooinmittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  imposing  stamp  dntJHj 
when  the  clause  of  Mr.  Oixum  yesteiday 
proposed  to  the  committee,  on  the  subject  of 
DanV  notes,  being  nnder  oonsideratioji, 

Mr.  Otis  aapposed  that  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  amonnt  of  papwr  issued  by  the  bank^ 
returned  and  were  re-issne'?  every  year,  and 
thus  the  banks  must  pay  tax  i^n  two-thi^  ot 
their  capital  in  the  first  year  uter  the  law  past- 
ed, and  which,  according  to  a  rongfa  calcula- 
tion, relation  being  hod  to  the  different  deooni' 
inations  of  notes,  amonnt  to  neariy  one  per 
oent.  on  their  capital.  The  tax  onf^t  to  b« 
levied  upon  such  new  notes  only  as  ahould  be 
issued  hereafter ;  all  that  wero  aow  in  edsteuoe 
were  protected  by  the  charter,  and  any  law  re- 
lating to  them  wonld  be  retrospective ;  and  as 
one-fitlh  of  the  whole  number  of  notes  would 
be  renewed  every  year,  a  tax  np<m  them  would 
be  found  to  bear  as  hard  as  u^n  other  uotss 
and  billj,  which  seldom  comprised  more  thia 
the  fifth  part  of  the  transactions  of  an  individu- 
al. It  onght  also  to  be  considered,  that  the  pi> 
per  issned  by  the  hank  generally  became  worn 
and  dirty,  and  incapable  of  receiving  a  stamp, 
so  that  in  less  than  two  years  the  whole  emonnt 
of  paper  must  be  m-iseued,  and  tCe  entire  tax 
assessed  in  the  same  period.  This  plan  wonld 
also  be  inoonsiBtent  with  that  of  a  commuta- 
tion, wliioh  hod  been  proposed. 

Mr.  Daitok  (the  Smaker)  did  not  think  thst 
tlus  proposition  preoloded  the  provision  of  a 
oommntation.  He  was  in  &vor  of  taxing  bank 
notes,  but  he  wished  also  to  bold  out  a  oomniit> 
tation,  and  sach  a  one  as  shonld  Induce  bH  the 
banks  to  embrace  it;  for,  if  this  were  not  the 
case,  they  wonld  not  be  taxed  equally,  a   ''^' 


wonld  not,  therefore,  preclude  the  commuta- 
tion, but  render  it  proper,  and  a  clause  could 
be  brought  in  exoosu^  such  banks  from  the 
dnty  as  oame  into  the  prtfMsed  plan. 

Mr.  Qjujjltis  said,  his  ideas  oomwonded 
exactly  with  those  c^  the  gentleman  who  bad 
just  spoken.  The  soheme  snggeated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maseachnsetts,  of  not  taxing 
Uie  notes  at  present  in  circulation,  would  ex- 
cuse bank  notes  from  all  tax,  as,  according  to 
his  own  acoonnt,  only  abont  ime-flfth  of  the 
notes  issned  osme  in  in  the  oonree  of  a  year,  so 
that  it  would  be  five  years  before  a  new  tax 
could  operate  upon  all  their  notes,  and  it  was 
probable  the  bill  might  not  pass  tea  more  than 
three  or  fonr.  That  gentlemao  eiq>poesd  that 
bankers'  notes  onght  not  to  be  ohuged  mots 
than  others ;  if  thia  were  the  cue,  they  might 
be  reckoned  to  mn  for  four  or  five  jtan,  while 
those  of 'individuals  were  at  six  and  twdTS 
months.  The  note  of  an  individual,  for  tHj 
dollars,  was  to  pay  t«n  oeats;  he  oaloslattd  a 
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tanknolA,  tber«ftMra,  ibr  a  liie  snin,  which  he 
Rffoeed,  upon  an  average,  to  nm  four  jeen, 
tti^eento. 

TTtHi  reqwet  to  fbe  Dotee  at  pruent  in  oircn- 
Itfkm,  ICr.  6.  eidd,  th^  ought  all  to  be  called  in 
btfonaoert^ntime^  ud  tftar  Qiat  da j  no  note 
Aonld  be  negotiable  which  vea  not  stamped. 

Hie  genUeman  from  Itsaaachneetts  was  not 
eoneet  when  he  esld  that  this  tai  would 
■tDoaot  to  one  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  em- 
plojcd  tn  banks.  The  calcnlatjon  of  the  amount 
of  the  tax  npoD  a  bank  which  he  had  made, 
wonld  amount  to  (10,000  a  year,  whereas  one 
p^  cent,  npon  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the 
tnhed  Btates  would  omonnt  to  $200,000;  hat 
he  aaid  (ae  be  had  before  stated)  that  the  notes 
Hoed  hr  a  bank  were  not  eqntil  to  ila  cairital, 
V  any  thing  like  it  He  comd  not,  indeeiL  bc^ 
what  the  amonnt  of  the  notes  of  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  StUea  might  be  which  were  received 
hr  dBtf,  from  one  end  of  the  TTnited  Statee  to 
theoth«-;  but  be  knew  hanks  in  general,  in 
large  dtiee,  (Bd  not  employ  more  than  two-flftha 
of  their  o^ittal  in  this  way.  He  knew  it  to  he 
>  bet  with  reraiect  to  a  bank  of  the  largeet 
properW  in  the  iToited  States,  except  the  Sank 
of  die  United  Statea.  He  thoogbt  of  proposing 
the  eommatation  to  he  one  per  cent,  opon  the 
■iDoimt  ot  tbe  dividend  peiA  by  each  hank, 
wUeh  be  rappoeed  would  be  deemed  areasono- 
Ueran. 
Ifr.  Om  explained. 

Mr.  Skwau.  thoiogbt  the  obeeiTation  of  the 
gattcman  fhimOonneeticiit  yeaterday,  aa  to  the 
Bitnre  of  bank  notes,  bad  wei^t.  He  agreed 
with  bnn  that  ttiey  were  very  diflbrent  from 
tlw  notca  at  indfridiiala,  as  they  were  always 
obt|g«d  to  keep  cash  in  readinesa  to  take  np 
their  Botta,  wmle  indhridnal^  knowing  exactly 
tbe  tame  when  tbe  Exmey  for  thdn  wonld  be 
wanted,  oonld  make  nse  tnit  in  tlie  mean  time. 
Tbert^ir^  if  tbey  taxed  bank  notea,th^on^t 
■ot  to  tax  them  in  the  aama  proportaon  inlh 
thoae  of  individnals  at  a  cert^  data.  Notee 
of  individQala,  under  twenty  dollars,  were  to 
be  exempt  frfsn  dnty,  while  every  note  iBsned 
by  a  bank  was  pnq>o6ed  to  he  tand. 

EreiT  banker's  note  of  flftv  dollare  was  to  he 
ahargad  with  thirty  cents,  while  those  of  indl- 
vidaals,  which  mi^t  ran  fbr  two  or  three 
T'^'ft  were  charged  only  with  ten  cents, 
EvecT  three  or  fonr  years  they  wonld  have 
to  My  this  aom.  If  a  fur  oommotatdon  were 
to  be  mad^  they  ehonld  first  fix  the  tax  npon 


Mr.  NioHoi-Aa  tbon^t  if  thwe  was  no  otjee- 
ticn  to  tbe  oommvtation,  there  oonld  not 
NMonaUy  ha  any  made  to  the  tax,  beomse  If 
Ae  eoaoaintatioo  were  reasonable  they  wonld 
w*  Aoose  to  pay  the  tax;  bat,  If  they  sbonid 
Ama  to  pay  the  tax,  instead  of  the  oommn- 
Wion,  it  wonld  be  evidence  that  the  tax  was 
toe  low. 

Mr.  W.  Sirrra  did  not  see  tbe  force  of  the 
fgoioeat  ot  the  gentleman  last  np,     Aa  the 
MUDDt^ioD  was  to  bear  some  proportion  to 
Vol.  U.—11 


the  ratee  of  doty,  it  became  neoesBary  to  fix 
the  rates  npon  a  fiur  basis.  If  the  rates  were 
fixed  too  high,  they  ongbt  to  redace  them.  He 
did  not  see  the  propriety  of  selecting  moneyed 
corporations  for  the  porpose  of  laying  a  high 
dnty  npon  them.  He  moved  to  strike  cot  the 
three  oents  for  every  Ave  dollars,  and  leave  it  a 
blank. 

Mr.  DiTTON  hoped  this  proposition  would  bo 
agreed  to,  as  by  a  vote  upon  the  qnestion  in 
blank  they  would  fix  the  principle  whether  or 
not  bank  notes  were  to  tw  taxe^  and  the  scale 
oonld  be  afterwards  fixed.  If  there  was  the 
difference  alleged  between  hank  notes  and  the 
notes  of  individuals,  it  would  be  sofBcieDtly  con- 
sidered in  the  oonunntation.  He  shonld  not, 
[deed,  be  willing  to  agree  to  any  scale  without 

oommntatioD,  for  the  reason  he  had  before 
mentioned.  For,  said  be^  take  tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  Statee  and  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
and  the  notes  issued  by  them  bear  no  sort  of 
proportion  to  their  respective  capitals.  K  the 
tax  were  to  be  laid  upon  the  notee  Issued,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  pay  a  mnch 
larger  sum  than  the  other  in  dnty. 

Mr.  Gallatdt  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina  bad  said  th^  were  abont  to 
select  moneyed  corporations  aS  objects  on  which 
to  lay  a  high  dnty.  He  had  made  a  oalculation 
to  show  that  this  was  not  tbe  case,  bnt  that 
what  was  proposed  was  no  more  than  just  and 
reasonable,  and  that  instead  of  the  tax  being 
one  per  cent,  n^n  their  capital,  it  was  not  more 
than  one  twentieth  or  one  iwenty-fifth  part  of 
one  per  cent 

He  wonld  atato  the  &ots,  and  beg  gentlemen 
to  correct  him  where  he  waa  mistaken.  In  tbe 
first  plaoe  be  would  state  tbe  capital  of  all  the 
banks  of  the  United  StatM  at  (80,000,000  ;  the 
whole  amonnt  of  bank  notee  at  lees  than  $8,000,- 
000.  He  wonld  divide  these  (8,000,000,  one- 
half  into  notes  under  fifty  doQm,  and  one-half 
above  that  sum  as  follows; 
K000,000  in  notes  under  fifty  dd- 

lars,    which    wonld   ^ve   abont 

dghtythonaandnotM,  (fbrthouf^ 

they  would  be  of  diiSbreot  sixes 

they  pud  in  the  same  proportiim,) 

at  tUrty  oenta,  .  .  .  ,  $S4,0Oa 
(3,000,000  of  one  hundred  dollsra 

and  upwards,  at  fifty  cents,  .  .  10,000 
(3,000,000  of  three  hundred  dollan 

andi^warda,       ...»  4,000 


Allow  for  mistakes,         .        .  S,000 

Which  indudes  all  the  notes  In  dr- 

onlation  in  the  United  States,  .  (40,000 
As  to  the  principle  of  tKiadon  itself  that 
hank  notes  of  fifty  dollani  should  pay  thirty 
oenta  when  notes  of  individnals  oiny  pay  t«n 
oents,  justice  requires  the  difference,  on  the 
same  prind^e  that  notes  of  dxty  days  had  been 
charged  wiUi  only  two-fifths  of  tnedotyohaiged 
npon  others. 
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U r.  Gr.  stated  the  following  acoount  of  a  bank 
to  Philadelphia,  whoae  oapital  was  (2,000,000, 
and  to  which  GoTerameotowed  nothing;  which, 
he  said,  wonld  applj*  to  every  other  bank  ia  the 
same  circumBtanoea,  with  little  Tariation  : 
To  the  original  ftmd,  $9,000,000 

To  depodta,  about      .        .        .  900,000 

Tobanknoteii,  .        .        .  600,000 


Total  debts, 


C8,GOO,000 


Total  CKdibi,  .        .        $S,SOO,000 

As  bsnka  were  thos  able  to  tranuiot  bnnnesa 
to  the  amoant  of  three  niiUioDB  of  dollars, 
though  their  original  ftmd  waa  only  two  mil- 
lions, he  soooontea  for  their  sharing  dividends 
of  nine  per  cent,  on  their  st«ck.  It  would  '^  ~ 
obeerred  that  the  two  raillions  oapital  wer«  i 
toDohod,  fi^  notM,  and  ^t  thej  were  charged 
with  aAectiag  theM  bodice  of  men  vpoa  whom 
t«  lay  a  heavy  tax. 

Ur.  O.  oondnded  W  u^ing  he  had  no  pi 
(Hoe  agunat  banks.  He  knew  they  were  liable 
to  abiiM,  bat,  npon  th«  whole,  he  beKeved  them 
to  be  DieftiL  He  believed  the  scale  he  had 
Ibrmed  wh  correct,  hut  ahonld  withdraw  It  for 
the  present.  In  order  to  give  an  opportonity  of 
ttylng  the  piiucdple. 

Fbidat,  Jane  80. 
Dutu*  OA  Stamp*. 

The  propoidtioD  of  ilr.  QAu^trnc  for  admit- 
ting of  a  oomporition  from  the  banks  in  lien  of 
the  tax,  came  next  nnder  oondderatlon — the 
blank  in  which  waa  moved  to  b«  filled  with  <Kie 
per  cent. ;  wbeB 

Mr.  W.  SinrH  siid,  if  the  graOeoiaii  tmm 
Pennsylvania  was  right  in  hiacakmlatioiiyeB- 
terday,  tiw  whole  amount  of  duties  arialag  fhtm 
tiM  banks  would  be  |S,000  a  year,  and  there- 
fore they  ought  not  to  go  &rther  in  fizing  the 
oomporatioD,  whenia  ooe  per  eeat,  aeocvding 
to  the  same  etatement,  will  irnxboe  more  than 
donUe  that  mm ;  fbr,  if  the  whtde  oapital  of  the 
banks  in  the  United  Statea  be  twentf  millions, 
and  their  average  dividend  ten  per  oent.,  that 
will  prodnoe  two  milUons,  which  at  one  per 
oent.  will  ^ve  $20,000.  He  therefim  moved, 
in  order  to  bring  the  matter  nearer  to  a  fair 
equivalent,  to  str^e  ont  one  per  oent.  and  insert 
one-half  per  cent. 

Ur.  NioHOLiA  said  what  the  duty  wonld  pro- 
dnoe wae  nnoartain ;  they  ooold  with  more  cor- 
reotneas  say,  that  one  per  oenL  was  a  rcason- 
able  compoMtioa  on  the  dividends,  than  what 
might  be  prodnoed  by  the  dnty.  He  knew  of 
no  tax  laid  npon  proper^  that  could  be  made 
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for  leas  than  five  per  cent,  to  dear  the  espenu 
of  mating  it. 

Ur.  W.  Bmith  thought  they  shonid  first  fix 
the  ratee  to  be  paid  on  bank  notes  iwfota  they 
determined  npon  the  onmpoeition. 

Mr.  GiXLATim  atii,  when  the  rates  ware  be- 
fbre  under  consideration,  the  gentleman  from 
BoQtb  Osrolina  objected  to  it,  becuee,  if  fixed 
too  high,  he  said  it  wonld  inSoenoe  the  compo- 
sition. He  therefore  moved  to  have  it  strack 
oat ;  hnt  now,  when  a  oomoodtion  wis  nndsr 
oondderatJOD,  he  tnms  ronna  and  savt  it  would 
be  better  first  to  fix  the  rates.  He  thonj^toDa 
per  oent.  a  reasonable  oompontion,  and  that  it 
wonld  be  best  first  to  fix  that. 

Mr.  SwTH  denied  that  he  wanted  first  to  fix 
the  compoMtion ;  it  waa  his  wish  to  strike  oat 
the  rates,  to  redooe  them,  that  he  moved  t« 
leave  the  snm  blank. 

The  qaeetion  was  ^nt  and  oarried,  there  beijii 
M  vot^  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  GtM.iTUT  then  renewed  his  motion  lot 
fixing  the  scale  of  dnty  to  be  pud  on  bank  ooUs. 
It  waa,  OS  not«e  not  exceeding  fifty  dolUi^ 
three  oenta  fbr  every  five  dollars ;  those  not  ei- 
oeeding  one  hnadred  dollars,  fifty  oenti ;  thott 
above  one  hundred  dollars,  and  not  eiceediDg 
five  hundred  dollara,  one  dollar;  for  all  above 
five  hundred  dollars,  two  dollars. 

Mr.  DiiTtov  said  there  were  many  notes  no- 
der  five  dollars,  for  which  there  was  no  poTi- 
rioo. 

Mr,  Qalli.tik  thought  *'  the  rate  of"  would 
have  included  tbe  small  onea;  and,  to  disppsla 
everj  dooht  on  the  rabject,  he  moved  to  rqAaes 
"tb^  cents  for  every  five  doUara,"  with 
"  three-fifths  cf  a  oent  mr  evury  dollar. 

Carried,  89  to  M.* 

MoXDAT,  Jnly  8.' 

The  bill  for  laying  a  stamp  dn^  was  rtad  1 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled  np,  vis:  tint 
for  fizing  tne  time  of  the  act  taking  ettent,  with 
the  Elst  day  of  Deoember  next;  the  Am  and 
imprisonment  for  ooonterfeiting  stamps,  &0n 
with  $l,000and  seven  years' imprisonment;  snd 
the  time  for  which  the  dnrati<xi  of  the  act  wv 
limited,  with  five  years. 

The  yeas  and  naya  being  taken  on  the  psK- 
•M  of  the  bill,  were— yeas  47,  nays  41,  a 


,  and  tZi«  ooDAtut  ■foliar  a/  tha  v 
lawT.  Tbaa*  wall  Bota  vara  IwdlrkBvws  at  tkatIM 
of  tUi  lu,  wUoh  WM  io  nadllf  InptMd,  ud  tbaiWiaa  «■• 
laxad  UgbUat:  unr  thar  an  ■  f*>wal  dmiUtlaa,  aad  Ik* 
hhM  iroflUbl*  pact  of  a  baak'i  InM ;  and,  tbar^kn^  Awli 
ba  taxed  hl^Ht,  both  OB  tha  ^iBslpla  of  bali«  DMl  fntt- 
abla  to  tha  banka  aad  moat  lijniloii*  ts  tha  eotaBiuillr' 
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Join  A.  Haana,   Bobot  OfwdkA  Hai^,   Tlionui 


£S' 


L71M11,  JaniM  Hadiir,  WiUiun  Uattbnra, 
Uomn,  Lawb  B.  Morit,  auii*on  O.  Otii, 
bBBs  R.  Potter,  John  Bead,  John  Bntledn,  jtm., 
Amn  StJnmfDUi,  Sumiel  Samll,  William  Repaid, 
nsBu*  Kni^ckvK^  Smnid  StoreiTe^  Jeremiah 
WO,  Nathaniel  Smilfa,  WiUiam  Snlth,  (of  Cliules- 
tgaOO«"*K>''^'I'>''^^H^<  KchardThcncu,  MaikTbom- 
tm.  Jotm  E.  Tan  Alhii,  Pdeg  Wadsmnrth,  and  John 

H&n.— Gm^b  Baer,  jr^  Ahraltaiii  Baldwiii,  D»- 
M  Bad,  Lnonal  Bemon,  Thoa.  Bknmt,  Nathan  B17- 
«^  Den^Mj  Bmgn,  Samuel  J.  Cabdl,  Christopher 
O.  Cha^Un,  ThomMCaailNfiw^  Hatthev  Claj,  J<^ 
OoplnB,  Tbomaa  T.  Dsrii,  John  Diwaoi,  Ldbbi  EU 
■wJitph,  Join  Fowler,  Alhsrt  Oalialin,  Jooslhan 
K  Hano^  David  H<daw«,  Walter  Jooe^  Edwnid 
IMuMoo,  HatOM*  Locke,  Uatthew  I^on,  Nathan- 
id  lUcoo,  Kair  HoQenachan,  Joa^  IfoD«w*ll, 
John  HUledee,  Anthtmj  New,  John  MJehtJai,  Jodah 
Parbr,  Tbonq^n  J.  Skinner,  WEliam  Smith,  (of 
FtBelaia7l>iitnct,)IUdiardSprim,  jr.,  Klchaid  Stan- 
fad,  nixBaa  Simiter,  Abram  Tr^  Jotui  Trigg, 
'~"iB  Tan  Coitlaadt,  JoMidi  B.  Tamom,  Abraham 
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TDin>AT,  Jvlj  4. 

Mt.  &LLXS  oaSed  m  the  resolation  he  /ester- 
d^j'  Ud  upon  the  table,  for  lajing  aa  odditioiial 
dt^oc  nit. 

sir.  Gauatqt  iDOTed  to  pootpooe  the  ooti- 
ridoatkm  vf  this  rtaolntion  until  tha  »eoond 
it<HtiMj  in  November. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  this  question;  and, 
«4icn  it  came  to  be  taken,  the  House  wasaqnall; 
drrided,  there  being  48  votee  for  the  postpone- 
ment, and  4S  agunst  it.  The  Sfbaxsb  decided 
iiHt  the  pM^KHiement,  and  the  resolntion 
I  refecrad  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  im- 


iiMaTlilrtj' 
Tlie  Hoa 


Tlie  Home  acoordinglj  renlved  itMlf  into  a 
Oacmnittee  of  the  Whole  on  thia  resolution; 
wfan 

Itr.  Auxji  moved  the  blank  cents  per  hnahel 
b*  fQed  with  twelve. 

lb.  BwAwmcK  wished  the  som  to  be  aeven. 

Ur.  Allkb  consented  to  make  it  ei^t. 

Ifr.  SttOKUTO  hoped  it  would  be  twdve. 

The  ^nestiMi  was  first  taken  up(»i  twelve,  and 
•CfatiTed,  there  bring  only  80  votes  fbr  it  It 
waa  next  taken  npon  eight,  and  carried,  47  to 
49,  and  then  npon  the  resolution  as  amended, 
and  evried  by  the  same  nnmher?. 

The  ooonnittee  rose,  and  the  Honse  took  ap 


$800,000.  and  were  not  certain  of  any  revenue 
to  meet  the  espenditnre.  The  license  act,  he 
believed,  might  produce  from  tSO,000  to  $60,000, 
and  the  stAmp  act  from  1100,000  to  $100,000^ 
if  the;  Hhooldbc  passed;  bathe  considered  this 
as  donbtiU.  But  if  these  laws  were  passed, 
this  tax  on  salt  was  neceesarT'  to  keep  np  the 
equilibrinm  of  taxation;*  fbr  the  stamp  act 
wonld  almost  exclusively  &I1  npon  commerce 
and  large  dtles ;  this  wonld  principally  be  f^t 
by  the  agricultural  part  of  the  Umou ;  and,  If 
it  we^  not  agreed  to,  they  must  have  a  land 
tax. 

Mr.  Shepabd  said,  no  tax  wonU  q;>erate  so 
eqnelly  as  a  salt  tax,  bs  ever;  citizen  must  make 

le  of  it  in  a  emaller  or  larger  quantj^. 

Itr.  friT.T.lTTTT  OppOSCd   ^h\tl   tftT    on   the  *|>TT>ft 

ground  wliich  he  heretofore  opposed  it,  as  op- 
prtseive  to  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  and  no 
way  affecting  othere,  and  therefore  wholly  un- 
eqosl,  and  particularlv  as  it  bore  heavy  on  the 
poorer  classes  of  society.  He  was  aednst  it 
also,  because  it  was  not  proposed  uat  the 
amonnt  of  this  tax  should  go  towards  a  teduo- 
tion  of  the  public  debt,  but  merely  to  encour- 
age expense  in  the  Govenunent ;  for  he  beUeved 
if  they  filled  the  Treasury  with  money,  meana 
wonld  be  found  to  expend  it  Indeed,  if  the 
Treasury  bad  not  been  at  present  in  rather  a 
low  state,  he  believed  they  ^onld  have  gone 
into  most  of  the  eipensive  messures  proposed 
to  th&a  this  aeemon.  Ho  allowed  the  tax  would 
be  productivb  as  a  tax  upon  bread,  ^,  or  toy 
neoeeaary  of  Ufe,  must  be  productire.  If  ttiM 
tax,  however,  were  to  be  agreed  to,  he  diould 
wish  to  make  an  amendment  to  the  present 
proposition.  At  present  the  drawback  allowed 
to  me  New  England  States,  on  aoooont  of  salt 
used  in  the  fisheries,  amounted  to  aboot  (90,000 
a  year,  though  by  the  statementa  it  w>peared 
there  fuiould  only  have  been  allowed  $GO,000. 
To  rectify  this,  he  proposed  the  foUowhtg  pro* 
vieo  to  be  added  to  the  reeolution,  viz; 

Froadtd,  That  Oie  albwanoe  now  ^ren  iqiMi  me- 
•eli  <tDpk>y»d  in  the  fiihema,  ihall  not  be  IncKMed, 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
HuFXB,  SiwAix,  Daita,  and  Eutkri,  on  the 
Bronnd  of  its  being  an  un&lr  way  <n  intro- 
ducing the  propoution,  as  no  one  expected  it; 
they  were  not  prawned  to  meet  it;  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  was  donbted;  and,  if  it 
were  correct,  it  was  add,  the  proper  way  of 
doiug  llie  bndness  would  not  be  to  pass  the 
present  law  without  a  drawbadc,  but  to  reduce 
the  former  drawback  and  make  it  lees  on  this 


JUtcr  a  few  words  from  Ur.  Ltok  against  the 
kK,  and  from  Mr.  Tiluuu  in  favor  of  it, 

Mr.  T.  Smith  went  at  ooDMderable  length 
into  a  dcteoe  of  the  measure,  in  the  course  of 
wbidi,  he  add,  they  hod  ah^ady  agreed  npon 
t  of  000,000  or 


Tlie  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
Uenrs.  YssuitM  and  Lmsonoir-  but,  after 
I  some  disoussion,  Mr.  Qauatis  withdrew  it,  in 
01  ' 


I,  theylu 
to  t£e  I 
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but  he  expreasad  his  mtantloii  of  reudviDg  th« 
DrmxMltion  when  the  bill  <iame  in. 

The  qnestioD  then  retained  apon  the  original 
rwolotion ;  when 

Ht.  Eabpkr  wBDt  at  length  into  a  defence  of 
the  measure,  0n  the  ooarse  of  which  he  charged 
Mr.  QALLATtx  with  being  miataken  (13,000  as 
to  the  aiDODDt  of  the  drawback  allowed,)  and 


Oonld  not  operate  oppreaeivelj  upon  any  part 
(tf  the  oommonity. 

Hr.  NicHOLAB  followed  in  opposition.  He 
dwelt  oonaidarablf  on  the  nqjost  and  imeqnal 
inasner  in  which  thia  tax  woold  Dperat«.  He 
«dd  he  did  not  rlew  thia  qnestion  aa  deciding 
merelv  whether  an  additional  tax  of  eieht  oenta 
■honla  be  laid  npon  salt;  bnt  whether  that 
aeoaKary  of  life  ahonld  be  called  upon  for  every 
thing  GoTBmment  should  want.  He  woe  in 
&Tor  of  a  direct  tax,  which  shoold  foil  eqoally, 
though  it  might,  in  the  origin,  be  attended  with 
■ome  oonaiderahle  expense :  but,  if  they  went 
OD  raising  partial  gvana  In  this  way  by  indirect 
meam,  tne  expense  of  inatitnting  a  direct  tax 
wonld  alwaya  be  an  obstacle,  and  indiiiect  tazea 
would  always  be  had  recouree  to.  He  did  not 
believe  it  to  be  absolutely  neceeaary  to  providi 
a  rerenne  this  session,  as  he  believed  inonen 
might  as  well  be  borrowed  without  aa  wit) 
additional  revenna,  and,  at  the  next  session,  the 
snMeot  ooold  be  fully  gone  into. 

Mr.  Ltoh  Bpoke  ea  tiie  dieoontent  which  had 
alwaya  l>een  shown  in  the  part  of  the  country 
from  whMioe  he  oame,  which,  he  esid,  would  be 
greatly  Inoreaaed  by  this  addition.  It  waa  not 
only  a  duty  of  mgbt  cents,  every  cent  wonld  be 
made  fbnr  l)efbre  the  salt  reached  them.  There 
waa  no  Idnd  of  tax  which  his  constitoenta  wonld 
not  ao(Hier  bear.  It  had  been  said  that  a  land 
tax  wonld  coat  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  co 
it;  bnt  what  was  twen^-flve  compared  with 
three  hundred  per  cent.  ?  Nor  did  he  believe 
this  tax  wonld  prevent  a  land  tax.  He  believed 
tbey  ahonld  go  on  taxing  the  people  nntil  thciv 
would  he  gr^dy  diseati^ed.  He  wonld  much 
rather  a  tax  of  ught  cents  waa  lidd  apon  tea, 
vbioh  would  im>dnoe  an  equal  anm. 

Thft  gnwlion  waa  taken  by  yeas  and  n^s,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative— 4T  to  il. 

WxDNiatiAT,  Jnly  G, 
Duty  on  Salt. 

The  Honae  went  into  Oommittw  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  laying  aa  additi<mal  duty  on 
aaltj  when 

Mi.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  ont  all  that 
related  to  the  allowing  of  a  drawback  to  veMela 
employed  in  the  flshing  trade,  on  tike  grotind 
that  be  yesterday  stated,  viz ;  that  the  allow- 
anoe  at  present  made  was  too  large  by  (40,000 
a  year,  taking  tbe  year  17B4  for  his  data;  bat 
it  ^tpeared  that  in  the  year  17SS  there  waa  a 
deficiency  In  that  trade,  owing  principally,  it 
waa  supposed,  to  the  great  demand  &)i  seamen 


[JoLv,  17BT. 

in  the  merchant  service.  He,  therefore,  would 
take  the  caloolation  of  the  gMLtlemao  from 
gonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Har^eb,)  made  yeetetday, 
and,  iOBtead  of  calling  the  amoont  of  drawback 
allowed  190,000,  he  wonld  state  it  to  be  |TB,000; 
and  even  llien,  he  sud,  the  drawback  at  present 
aHowed  would  exceed  by  two  tbonsand  dollua 
the  drawback  to  which  they  would  be  entitled, 
if  the  present  duty  took  place. 

"e  spoke  generally  agdnst  the  tax  as  oppres- 
to  the  back  country ;  but  if  the  gentleman 
from  MasBachnsetta,  and  others,  were  deter- 
mined to  increase  the  tax,  he  should  wish  thdr 
part  of  the  country  to  pay  their  share  of  iL 

This  motion  was  anpported  by  Messrs,  VxiA- 
BLB,  N1G1BOJ.AS,  Out,  MoDowxLi.,  and  Kaooit, 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Sewaix,  Ona, 
Habivb,  Oorr,  Bhoois,  Ettrba,  J.  Wiuuiti, 
and  Dattoii'. 


ot  fish,  (one  bnshel,}  waa  add  to  be  stated  too 
low;  that  the  sum  allowed  was  not  only  meant 
as  a  drawback  of  the  dnty ,  bat  also  as  a  bonaty 
on  the  fishing  trade — aa  being  a  niuBery  for 
seamen,  and  serving  aa  a  kind  of  naval  miBtia 
for  tbe  United  Btat«e. 

If  it  shonld  appear,  however,  thit  the  pttsest 
allowance  was  too  great,  (which,  bv  some  gep- 
tlemen  in  fovor'  of  this  motion,  wnich  was  in 
blank,  seemed  to  be  acknowledged,)  a  leas  allow- 
anoe  might  be  made  in  this  hm;  lint  they  conM 
not  consent  to  the  bill  pasdng  without  a  drsw- 
baok. 

The  qnestion  fbr  striking  oat  the  olanae  was 
taken,  and  negatived — U  to  41. 

Mr.  Oorr  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  60  per 
oent,  instead  of  66|,  which  was  the  drawbaok 
allowed  by  the  present  law. 

Mr.  Habiizt  tlionght  this  snm  too  hi^ 

Mr.  WnxiAKa  moved  SS}  per  oeat.  which  vm 
carried  wi^oat  a  diviaion. 

Mr.  NiCHOLAa  moved  a  limitation  clause,  to 
oontinne  the  act  in  foroe  for  two  jeata,  tui 
from  thenoe  to  the  end  of  the  next  seenon  d 
Oongreaa. 

Thia  motion  was  oarried— 43  to  89. 

The  oonrndttee  rose,  and  the  House  apeed  to 
tiie  ameadmenta.  The  yeas  and  nays  wen 
called  upon  the  limitation  clause,  and  wen 
taken,  and  stood— yeas  47,  naya  4S. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  this  day :  and  liefore  the  House 
rose^  it  received  it,  and  passed.  The  yeas  snd 
naya  on  its  passage  atood  4G  to  40,  aa  follows 

TsAi.— >Tohii  Alleii,  James  A.  Bayard,  D>nd 
Brooks,  StephsD  Bullock,  JolmCluinnaii,  Cfarirto^R 
G.  Champhn,  Joshoa  Coit,  WtOiaia  Cnik,  Ssamd 
W.  DAns,  James  Darenport,  John  Dennli^  Geoip 
Deat,  Thmnas  Evbu,  Ahfal  FoAer,  Dwi^t  FoMer, 
Jonaman  nMman,  HouyQlaim,  ChuuKXif  Goodridli 
Bagsr  GrfiwoU,  Bobart  Goodkie  Harper,  Wmiun 
Hisdman,  Hewldab  L.  Homer,  Junei  H.  Imlaj, 
Jebn  Wilkee  Qlteia,  Samnal  Lyinan,  ynXva  Uit- 
thews,  Leirii  B.  Honii,  HairiKm  G.  Otis,  Elidis  B. 
Fottai,  John  Bead,    John   Botledge,  jna.,  Jsmci 
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Sdmnmu,  Sainael  SawaD,  WilllKn  Sbnwrd,  ThomM 
SraiAwn,  iWnmwl  SltgnaTst,  Jeremiali  Smith,  Nm- 
iauA  South,  WiUiun  Smith,  (of  Clurittton,;  John 
Snawidt,  a«c>ge  Tfaatdier,  Hark  Thompion,  John 
E.  Tu  Allen,  Feleg  Wadiwvth,  and  John  Wmiunt. 
Nat*.— Abrahun  Baldwin,  DsTid  Bard,  Lsmael 
BbbIdd,  Thomai  Btaaat,  Eiohard  Brent,  Nathan 
BiTaa,  Dampaaj  BotgM,  Samnal  J.  Cabsll,  Thontaa 
CUaxinn,  Matthew  Claj,  John  Clopton,  The         ~ 


Oaolel  HacMo,  Biaiz  McClmacbao,  JoMph  McDowell, 


Finckiw 
Stufoiit- 


Tlnmai  Smnttr,  Abiwm  Tngg,  Jdm  TligSi 
and  Bobeit  Williami. 


Batubdat,  Joly  8, 

Zdtet  m  tHe  Qerman  Laimvagt. 

llr.  Houtu  said  that  he  thought  it  neceflaarj, 

in  wder  to  enforce  a  general  oompliaaoe  with 

the  law*  of  the  United  Statei,  that  tbej  ahonld 


In  Minted  in  t&«  Oerman  langnage,  u  well  as 
in  tM  Knglwiti,  nnoe  there  wvn  veir  maiiv  in- 
habiUntB  in  tU>  ooontry  who  conld  read  no 


&M  Bf  A*  Umitei  SUlai, 
tt  Aa  lawi  of  thli  Miiion,  not  siceeding  eight  thoU' 
H)rf  «^te^  ihaU  be  printed  iatheQermanUngnage, 
Md  £MribotBd  b7  the  Swmtai;  of  Stat»  ammgrt  the 
EucatiTaa  of  tha  anwal  SlatM,  fiv  tlie  Infbnnatian 
«f  (t»  Gonui  Inhabitacta  of  aaeh  Stat*  reneo- 

Mr.  Ltom  thooght  ft  would  be  propo'  to  pass 
ft  naobtion  of  this  kind.  He  did  not  know 
what  number  mi^  be  neoesaarj'.  He  also 
thon^t  that  aome  measnrea  should  be  taken  for 
a  Keural  pnblioation  ot  their  la:wB  in  the  Eng- 
fiu  langnue;  at  preaent,  it  waa  merelj'  bj 
duBM  a  tM  people  in  hu  district  came  to  a 
knoiriedgv  of  bum.  He  thonght  all  laws  of 
g«Hnl  import  should  be  iBHrted  in  everj 
Mi^imar  thronghont  the  Union. 

Xr.  Coir  said  if  tliey  were  to  promnlge  their 
]>*•  in  the  German  Ungnage,  it  wonld  be  necw- 
aai7  that  thej  shonld  aU  become  criUoBllT'  ao- 
qnnnted  with  it,  fbr  if  they  vere  to  anthoriie 
any  trandation,  great  misohidhmi^t  arias  from 
ila  not  bei^  correct 

Mr.  OAU.ATIT  aud  that  Ihe  weight  of  the  ob- 
JccdoD  niged  hj  the  gentleman  last  np,  had 


always  been  thought  sniBcient  !n  the  Leglah^ 
tore  of  Pemuylvania,  in  which  State  there  was 
a  greater  proportioD  ot  Oermana  than  In  any 
other.  There  was  also  another  ol^jeotlon  to  the 
mwHure.  If  it  were  to  b«  passed,  It  most  be 
acoompanied  witli  an  appropriation  lav,  which 
the  aavanced  state  of  tbe  sesdon  woiild  not 

The  resolution  was  pat  and  negatived. 

UoHDAT,  July  10. 

On  motion  of  Hr,  Dbnt,  a  oommlttee  wm 
appointed  to  wut  apon  the  PnisiDEin  or  tbb 
UirrrKD  Stateb,  in  coqjmiction  with  a  like  com- 
mittee fh>m  the  Senate,  to  inform  him  the 
two  Honses  were  about  to  ai^onm.  The  com- 
mittee waited  nfton  the  PataiDanr  accordingly, 
and  reported  hia  acqniescence,  and  his  ^od 
wishes  for  the  safe  arrival  of  the  memben  at 
their  several  hcvea. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  8itob»av»s,  the  resolotion 
entered  into  some  time  ago,  calling  opoa  the 
FKsemxirc  for  an  acoonnt  of  the  quantity  of 
arms  in  tbe  poesession  of  the  United  Statee,  and 
at  what  place  they  were  lodged,  was  sospended, 

Mr.  8.  said,  he  wished  to  make  a  report  npcm 
a  saljeot  which  would  require  the  galleries  to 
be  cleared.  He,  therefore,  moved  (hat  they  be 
cleared,  and  the  doora  were  closed  fbr  the  ro- 
mainder  of  the  dtting,  at  tbe  oondnnon  of 
which  the  Honse  a^onmed  till  the  second 
Monday  in  November  neiL* 


•  TUi  extn  mhIoii  bsirlBg  btat  called  on  aeMnmt  <(  ■» 
p*et«d  boitllltlM  with  tlu  rniuli  BapnUI^  tha  labon  t( 
CoggTCH  wan  ooDHqasnUr  llmlttd  to  tb*  two  iil|)*(ill  tt 
tttesaa  and  TBTenuB— prepmatloD  tat  dsftaot,  ud  pnnUtaf 


ipllahad.  Ths  thna  triftf-Onaata- 
ud  TTnltAd  Stuta*,  wblob  ifterwudi 
HTDsd  themaelTH  m  pUot  la  hUtory — w«n  fflnlahod  ud 
munsd.  AdstiiclimstitalSCVIOODllItlawuuithailud.  A 
ItuDp  Anty  nA  lmpoi*d— m  lou  uithorixed — ADd  the  nit 
tax  iDcreued:  tin  litter  u  ■  teiopoiWT  mewnra,  ud  sUh 
■a  expnoflcUoBe  oealiut  CDntinauioe, without  whlohUooiild 
not  h»io  pMSBd,  ud  Ie  oontnienUoB  of  which  It  wu  eon- 
tinned,  Dehnea  wu  tlie  gtttt  object  oT  the  mhIod  :  Ibts- 
■Ion  tlia  dinger:  ud  Ite  repnlee  hy  eei  end  lend  the  lemedr. 
PrepereUon  egeinet  Innden  wee,  et  thet  time,  a  pn^ier 
pell^:  the  pmgreae  aretdenoe,  ud  of  thit  ertn  nf  pnann.  hM 
nperieded  eneh  policy  In  onr  day.    Tba  eleotrta  lalegnpl^ 

Aeenmnkted  pweee  at  Tolunteete,  nuniooDed  by  eleetdeltf 
end  tna^ortad  by  eteem,  mhed  npeo  the  InTaded  pdnt 
endgltlDf  Ineeinnt  atCeeki  wltbtreeh  enJTeli,  woold  a*' 
tarmlBete  eoy  InTadlng  Ibrce ;  ud  give  the  oheqi,  efliatlT* 
and  exten^ioiaBeDiii  debmae  whloh  the  extgaoey  i«qiili*& 
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FIFTH  COHGRESS.-SECOffl)  SESSION. 


BSOUN   AT   THE   CITT   OF   PHILADELPHIA,   NOTEUBEB   IS,   IT87. 


prooeeducgs  m  the  senate. 


UovD^Y,  Korember  18, 1707. 
The  Booood  Beeeioo  of  the  fifth  Oongreas  of 
the  TTrnted  States  commenced  thU  daj,  at  tbe 
dt7  of  Philadelphia,  conformably  to  law ;  and 
the  Senate  asBembled  aooordinglj  in  th^  Cham- 
ber. 


The  nomber  of  memben  preMot  not  being 
miffident  to  oonstitoto  a  qnomm,  the  Seual* 
a^onmed. 

Satiiksat,  November  16. 
No  qnomm  being  present,  the  Senate  ad* 
jonrnea. 


Thtcdou  Fobtmb, 

Ubub  Tbaoy,  from  Oomiectioiit 

Eluab  Pannt,  from  Vermoot. 

yfoJiAU  BiNOBUi,  from  Pemujlranio. 

HmrHSXT  'M"*'f™*"-|  ttant  Kentaokj*. 

AuxASDXR  ICaSTtR  and  Tutotht  Blooi>- 
wOBtB,  from  North  Oardina. 

Jaoob  REUt,  from  Bonlh  Oerolina. 

The  nnmber  of  memben  preeent  not  being 
■offdent  to  oonatitnte  a  qtiorom,  the  Senate 
a^oDKied  to  11  o'clook  to-morrow  monUng. 

TumuT,  NoTcmber  14. 

JoHR  IiiVRAMOB,  tram  Om  State  of  New  Tork, 
and  Hkkbt  Latimib,  ftom  the  State  of  Dela- 
mre,  seWaUy  attended. 

The  nvmbw  of  memberB  present  not  being 
mfflcient  to  ocmstltnte  a  qnomm,  tlie  Senate 
uyonmed. 

WKDKiaDAT,  November  IS. 
BmAKOt  GooDHV^  from  the  State  of  Ifas- 


The  ntmber  of  memben  present  not  being 
■nffldtnt  to  ooDBtitnte  a  qnomm,  tlie  Senate 
acfjonrned. 

Thuxsd&t,  November  16. 
The  Senate  aasembled,  and  the  nnmber  of 
nMrnbera  present  not  bdng  tuffldMit  ' 
tate  s  qn^imi,  the  Senate  a^Jonnud, 

Fudit,  November  17. 


UoKDAT,  November  SO. 
JijtEa  Ouxic,  from  the  State  of  Geoigii,  tf- 
tended. 
,No  qnomm  being  pieaent,  a^onraed. 

Tdbsdat,  November  SI. 

Kax  Gbxbsb,  appointed  a  S«utor^  the 
State  of  Bhode  Mand,  in  the  place  of  Wmun 
Bradford,  resigned,  prodnced  his  credentiala. 

RiOEUD  BtoaxToa,  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  attended. 

No  oaomm  bdng  present,  Uie  Senate  id- 
jonraeo. 

WsDnaoAT,  NoT«mber  99. 

The  Tioi  Paauimtn  being  absent,  the  Scnte 
proceeded  to  the  dioioe  of  a  President  pr«  tm- 
fwrw,  as  the  oonstitiitiiHt  provides;  ana  Jiotn 
Rus  was  dol7  elected. 

Joseph  Amdbbov,  u^nted  a  Senator  hj 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  ibr  the  remunderof  the 
teem  whkih  the  late  Senator  Wiuuv  Btonn 
had  drawn,  and  was  entitled  to  have  aarred, 
ptodooed  his  oredentlalaj  whidi  were  read. 

Nateutikl  Ompius,  ^>pdnted  a  Senator 
hj  the  State  irf  Tarmont,  In  the  ^eoe  ti  buo 
TioHBBOB,  deoted  Governor,  prodtioed  bii  ore- 
dentiala;  which  were  read. 

The  oredentiala  of  Bat  GixEin  were  read. 

Ain>uw  Jackbos,  appointed  a  Benatw  bj 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  prodnced  his  cndoitiile; 
whldi  were  read. 

The  oath  reqidred  bj  law  was  administered 
bj  the  Pbebidiiit,  to  Messrs,  AimiBSOiT,  Ceo- 
HAH,  GBKBin,  and  Ja<xsov,  they  having  nr- 
erally  taken  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 
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)  Senate,  tbat  a  qnonim  of  &e 
uonw  19  aMembl«d,  and  read;  to  proceed  to 

Ordered^  That  tlie  Secretary  acquaint  the 
EoDse  of  KepreMDtAtiTee  ibaX  «  qnomm  of  the 
Senate  i£  aasemUed,  and  are  reMf  to  proceed 
to  bamDees;~Bnd  that,  in  the  abeenoe  of  the 
VicB-FBEHnKHT,  the;  have  elected  Jacob  Read, 
Fneideot  c^  the  Soiate  pro  tampare. 

Sttthed,  That  each  Senator  be  enppUed,  dur- 
ing the  preaantaeerion,  with  oofdee  of  three  Bnoh 
MvifiaperB,  printed  in  anj  of  the  States,  as  be 
m;  chooae,  provided  that  the  same  are  tai- 
Bblwd  at  the  rate  of  the  usual  annnal  charge 
fbr  snch  papere. 

A  menaffe  from  tbe  House  of  Representadvee 
inlonned  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pcunted  a  joint  committee  on  their  part,  together 
vith  Bodi  committee  as  tbe  Senate  maj  wpoint, 
to  Ttit  on  the  Pbebidemt  ov  THE  UiirTBD  States, 
lad  notify  bim  that  a  qnoram  (rf  the  two  Honsee 
is  Mnnnhlnrl,  and  ready  to  receive  an;  oonunn- 
luotiona  that  he  mmj  be  pleaaed  to  make  to 

Vmthgd,  That  the  Senate  do  ooncnr  in  the 
spototment  of  a  Joint  committee,  and  that 
llimn.  BiB«BAii  and  Taxcr  be  the  committee 
on  tbe  part  of  the  Senate. 

SuoUed,  That  two  Chaplaiits  be  appointed 
to  Congre^  for  the  present  seaalon,  one  of  each 


mittee^  that  th^  had  wuted  on  the  _ 
i»  THX  UvRKD  States,  and  had  notified  liim 
that  a  qBomm  of  the  two  Houses  Is  assembled ; 
md  that  tbe  Panaaxr  or  tbb  Fnttbd  Btates 
aeqnaiotAd  tlm  ocnunittee  tttat  he  would  meet 
Um  two  Houses,  in  the  RepresentatiTes'  Oliam- 
ber,  at  19  o*cIo<^  to-morrow. 

Thuxsoat,  November  28. 


tee  Senate  that  the  House 
lead;  to  ineet  the  Senate  in  the  Ohamber  of 
that  Hoaae,  to  receive  such  oommnnioations 
the  PaxsiDEaT  oi  thh  Ckited  States  shall 
please  to  aiaSte  them. 

Tbe  Senate  then  repaired  to  the  Ohamber  of 
the  House  of  Repreaentatives  for  the  pnrpoae 
■hove  exprened. 

Tbe  Senate  retnrned  to  their  own  Ohamber, 
mi  a  eop7  of  the  Speech  of  the  Pebuukni  or 
TXE  Unm  States,  this  daj  addreased  to  I>oth 
Eooses  of  Ooogrees,  was  read: 


expenn,  and  add  lo  the  caluniiJM  of  the  ioliabitants 
of  tb!>  ci^,  whoM  mffciiogs  moit  liave  excited  the 
Sfmpath;  at  all  theit  falloir-citizem.  Tbsrefoie,  after 
taking  meamrM  to  Biceit^ii  tbe  rtate  imj  dsnliue  ot 
the  liokDeti,  I  poatpooed  my  detenu  ination,  having 
hopea,  DOW  happlW  realized,  that,  williont  hazard  to 
the  livei  or  benlth  i^  tha  members,  Congieu  might 
■mnnble  at  tldi  place,  «h«re  it  wu  next  br  law  to 
meet  I  mbml^  howerer,  to  joar  conmdention, 
whether  ■  power  to  postpone  the  meeting  of  CongreM, 
nt  pudag  the  time  fixed  bj  the  conttdtntion, 
■odi  occftsiona,  wodU  not  be  a  naefnl  uneod- 
lo  the  law  of  one  tbonsand  MTen  bandied  and 
idne^-feur. 

Altboogh  I  oannot  yet  congratolBte  Ton  on  tbe  t»- 
eitabliihuent  of  peace  in  Enrt^Ni,  and  ihe  leetoratiiia 
of  aecori^  to  the  panoni  and  propartie*  of  oni  cidiaitl 
&oin  Injustice  and  violence  at  wan,  we  haTS  neTCTtba- 
leM  abundant  cauie  of  gratitude  to  the  Source  of 
rolence  and  lufloeace,  for  Interior  tranqoilliQ' 
and  personal  secuiity,  foi  propitioni  naioni,  pioiper- 
oua  agtioultore,  piDdnotive  fiaberiei,  and  general  tm- 
provsmentt ;  and,  above  all,  foi  a  ratioDal  afdrit  of 
civil  ana  :c1i^oiu  liberty,  and  a  calm,  bnt  Meadj 
determiaalion  to  anpport  oar  aoveieignt;,  ai  weH  at 
our  moral  and  teli^oua  piinciplet,  against  all  open 
and  aecret  attaoki. 

Out  Envori  EUtrandiDaijtothe  Frenoh  Bepnbllo 
embarked,  one  in  July,  tbe  othei  earl;  in  Angi'tti  to 
join  th^  colleagus  In  HoUand."  I  have  received 
intelligence  oT  tbe  urival  of  both  of  them  in  Holland, 
from  whence  the;  all  proceeded  on  their  joome;  to 
Paris,  within  a  few  daya  of  the  nineteenth  of  Septem- 
ber. Whatever  aa;  be  the  rsanlt  of  tbii  miimoa,  I 
tnut  that  nothing  will  have  been  omitted  on  mv  pai^ 
to  conduct  the  n^otiation  to  a  sncoeaful  oomun^oD, 
on  mch  equitable  teima  a*  m^  be  compadbla  vith 
the  aaTe^,  honor,  and  intereits  of  the  United  Statu, 
Nothing,  in  the  mean  tim^  will  omtribnte  lO  mnob  to 
tbe  preservation  of  peace,  and  tha  attunnieut  of  joi- 
tice,  aa  a  manifsstatioD  of  that  miaigj  and  nnanimi^ 
of  which,  on  mui;  fonnei  occasion^  tbepeople  of  the 
nnited  Sutea  have  given  anch  memorabu  proofi,  and 
tbe  eiattdon  of  those  resifDioes  for  nmtioa&l  detenoc^ 
which  a  beneficent  ProvideDoa  has  Jundl;  plaoed 
within  tbair  power. 

It  ma;  be  confidentl;  naiilml,  that  notbing  bss 
occnrred  nnoe  the  a^ournment  of  Congresi,  which 
lenden  inexpedient  those  preoaationary  meaaoraa 
Tsoommended  b;  me  to  the  ooniideraticai  of  the  two 
Honaea,  at  tbe  opening  of  jam  late  axttaotdinaiy 
aession.  If  that  lyiteni  waatben  proden^  it  ii  mon 
ID  now,  aa  increasii^  depiedalions  ttrengthen  die 


^Om  Somm  of 


•  oit;  of  PhOadalphia,  to  aoDveiie  tbe  Na- 
1  Legiiiatmeat  eome oflier  place.  Thiameaanre 
la  dennbh  to  avoid,  beoauae  it  wonld  oooadon 


lodeed,  wtiateveima;  be  tbe  iasna  of  tbe  negotia- 
tion with  fiance,  and  whether  tha  war  io  Eniope  la 
or  ia  not  to  continue,  I  hold  it  molt  oertain  that  pa^ 
fbct  tranquUU^  and  order  will  not  non  be  obtained. 
The  atate  of  aocie^  baa  ao  long  been  distarbed ;  dke 
■enae  i^  morel  uid  religion*  obligations  ao  mneh 
weakened ;  pubho  faith  and  nationulioDiv  have  been 
ao  impaired;  reapeot  to  treaties  ba«  been  ao  dimln- 
ialted,  and  we  law  of  nationa  haa  lost  so  mnoh  of  its 


>ii,  naClanallT  eempoeed  of  tlia  msal 
•ndatnt  eWuna,  three  In  nombw,  ud  taken  (Hun  dlShrsat 
parts  of  tbs  Union,  and  fhnn  betli  polltlcsl  psrtles :  Ohsrlcs 
Colssworth  FlD^ner,  from  Boatfa  Csrollns;  John  M«f.li.ii, 
Imu  TliflBlsj  Elbrld^  Oitty,  ttoai  MiiMrhnifWi  ths 
two  airt  ftdsnl  i  Hr.  Osny,  repnbUsaB. 
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Semis.]  Pntuhm 

toKt ;  while  prids,  unbitioa,  avarice,  end  Tioleoaa, 
hxTt  baanio  fang  unitMrnliied,  there  nmiliu  no  na- 
■ODable  gronnd  an  whicti  to  run  an  expectation, 
tbat  a  commerce,  witlionc  protection  or  delence,  wDl 
not  be  planderod. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  State*  Ii  euentiBl,  if 
not  to  their  eiiitence,  at  leaM  to  th«r  oomRnt,  tlisir 
groirtli,  proeperitfiAodb^initieM.  Thegenin^  char- 
acter, and  habit)  ofthepeople  are  highly  eonunercial; 
tiieir  citie*  have  been  lonnded,  and  exut,  npon  com- 
merce ;  our  agricnltnre,  fieheriea,  arte,  and  ntauofao- 
tqrei,  an  connecMd  with  and  depend  npon  it ;  in 
■hort,  commerce  has  mode  tbi«  eoimtij  what  it  ie, 
and  it  cannot  bo  dettroyed  or  neglected  irithout  in- 
volving (be  people  in  pover^  and  diatrenj  great 
Bombw*  are  directly  tni  aolelf  rapporled  by  navi- 
gation— the  Taith  oT  eociety  u  pledged  for  the  preaer- 
Tntiou  cS  the  rights  of  commercial,  and  leaiBiiDg,  no 
leu  than  of  ibe  other  ciciieai.  Under  thia  view  of 
om  affkin,  I  sbaold  hold  myielf  gnilty  of  a  neglect 
of  duty,  if  I  forbore  to  recommeiid  that  ire  ihoold 
male  erery  exertion  to  protect  our  commerce,  and 
to  place  our  conntryin  a  loitable  poatore  of  de^nce, 
as  the  only  anni  meani  of  preserving  both. 

I  have  entertained  an  expectation,  that  it  mmld 
ban  been  in  my  power,  at  the  opening  ofthii  eenion, 
to  have  cODUonikicated  to  yon  the  agreeable  infor- 
nudon  of  the  dne  execution  of  our  trea^  vith  Hii 
Catholic  imeMy,  reapecUog  the  withdrawing  of  hie 
tfoopi  fnnn  oar  territory,  and  the  demaAation  of  the 
line  of  limit!  ;  bat  by  the  lateat  anthendc  intelligonce, 
Spaoiih  garrisons  were  itill  contizmed  within  the  lim- 
IH  of  oor  cooDtiy,  and  the  nmning  of  the  bonndary 
Una  had  not  been  commenced.  These  dronmitaDoes 
ue  (be  more  to  be  regretted,  as  they  cannot  ful  to 
■flbot  the  Indians  in  a  maimer  iiijnrions  to  the  United 
States;  still,  however,  indol^og  the  hope  that  the 
answers  which  have  been  given,  will  remove  the  ob- 
jeotioQs  offered  by  the  Spanish  officers  to  the  imme- 
diata  exeeutiou  of  the  trea^,  I  have  judged  it  proper 
'that  we  should  cootiane  in  readinees  to  receive  the 
posts,  and  to  ran  the  line  of  limila.  Farther  infor- 
mation on  diis  subject  will  be  commnnlcated  in  the 
course  of  the  seniorL 

In  coanectioo  in&  the  nnpleaaant  state  of  thlngi 
«n  ooT  western  n«ntiar,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  mention 
the  attempts  of  Ibrdgn  agents  to  alienate  the  affbc- 
tloci*  of  Ibe  Indian  nations,  and  to  eiclta  them  to 
■ctod  hostilities  against  the  United  States;  sreat 
activity  has  been  exerted  by  these  persons,  who  have 
indnnated  themaelres  among  the  Indian  Bribes,  resid- 
ing within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  in- 
fioence  them,  to  transfer  their  aSbetions  and  force  to 
a  foreign  nation,  to  form  them  Into  a  oonfederacy, 
and  prepare  them  Ibr  war,  against  the  United  State*. 
H  han  been  t^en  to  ooonteract 


State*,  ft  is  my  dnty  to  obeerve,  that,  to  give  a  better 
eflteot  to  theae  measmes,  aod  to  obviate  the  conee- 
qnenoea  of  a  repetition  of  soch  practices,  a  law,  pro- 
viding adequate  pnnishment  ' ■■  -" *- 


The  (3caunissk«en  appi^nted  under  tiie  fifth  arti- 
ble  of  the  Trea^  of  Amity,  Commeroe,  and  Nnviga- 
tion,  between  the  United  States  and  Oreat  BrItSn, 
to  asoeilain  the  river,  which  was  truly  Intended,  tmdar 
tiie  name  of  the  St.  Croix,  mentioned  in  the  Trea^ 
of  Peace,  met  at  Paasamaqnoddy  Bay  in  October, 
179G,  and  viewed  the  months  of  the  riven  in  question, 
mtiA  tije  adiacont  ihorvt  uid  ^*^""^" :  ■nH  beiiw  of 


'sjSpestA.  [NoTBOn,  IT9T. 

opinion,  that  aotnal  sorreyi  of  both  riven  (D  Itaol 
sanrces,  WBr«  oeoeBsary,  gave  the  agents  of  tli*  two 
nations  instroctions  for  that  purpoee,  and  s^joomed 
to  meet  at  Boston  in  Augnst;  they  met;  but  tiie 
surveys,  requiring  more  time  than  had  been  supposed, 
and  not  bung  then  completed,  the  ConuniuiaDats 

Tiin  adjonmed  to  meet  at  PrDvidenoe,  In  the  Stste 
Ethode  Island,  in  Jtme  next,  when  we  nuy  expect 
a  final  examination  and  deeision. 
The  Commisooiiara  ^pdnted  in  pnrsnnce  cf  tha 


laima  <£  Brlddi  snl^ls,  fa 
debts  cOBtraoted  before  the  peaoe,  and  stiU  remsini^ 
doe  no  them,  from  dtisena  or  inhabitants  of  the  Uu. 
ted  States.  Varioiu  causae  have  hitherto  prewated 
anv  deteiminatioas ;  bat  the  bnadaeai  is  new  remmel, 
and  .'oabtien  will  be  prowcuted  without  interne- 
Several  decisions  on  the  claims  <rf'  the  dtiuoi  of  the 
United  States,  tor  losses,  and  damage^  sustained  by 
reason  <£  irregular  and  illt^al  captunu^  or  condemns 
tions,  of  their  veesels  or  other  property,  tiave  been 
made  by  the  Coomiissioners  in  London,  oonfinnsbly 
to  the  seventh  artiole  of  the  treaty ;  ^  sum*  awarded 
by  tha  Comuissionen  have  bean  nUd  by  the  Britieh 
Government ;  a  cooaderable  number  cf  otiier  dainu^ 
where  costs  and  damages,  and  not  captured  praptr^, 
were  the  only  objects  m  qneslion,  have  been  dsddtd 
by  arbitration,  and  the  sums  awsjded  to  IIm  eitissM 
of  the  Umted  States  have  also  been  paid. 

The  ComminDnen  appointed  agreeably  to  the  Slat 
article  of  our  Trea^  with  Spain,  met  at  Philsdelplii* 
in  the  summer  past,  to  examine  and  decida  on  the 
ol^msofonr  dtixens  for  losses  they  have  snM^oed  in 
consequence  ef  tiidr  vessels  and  cargoes  Iiaving  beea 
taken  by  the  sntgects  of  His  Catholic  Uiyesty,  Soring 
the  late  war  between  Spain  and  Prance  ;  their  sittUigl 
have  been  interrajrted,  hot  are  now  leemned. 

The  United  SUtes  being  obligatod  to  make  com- 
pensation for  the  losses  aj>d  dajaa«ea  stutuned  if 
BritaahsnlriBcta,  npon  the  award  of  Ibe  Commiieioiian 
acting  under  the  ilxth  article  of  the  Treaty  wiiK 
Great  Britain,  and  Ibr  the  losses  and  dam^e*  sos> 
taiacd  by  British  solijects,  by  reason  tt  tin  ra^m 
ol  their  vesnb  and  merchandise,  taken  within  tin 
limits  and  jnris^otion  of  the  United  Stalely  asd 
brought  Into  thdr  porta,  or  taken  by  iiasiils  ori^naHy 
armed  m  port*  of  the  United  States,  upoD  the  awvdi 
of  the  Commiasionen  noting  under  iLe  seventh  aiticls 
of  the  same  treaty,  it  la  necessary  that  provistun  b* 
made  for  fUfilling  these  obUgatitras. 

The  numerona  captures  of  American  vessels  by 
cnusers  of  the  French  Republic,  and  of  acme  bythoH 
of  Spun,  have  occaaioiied  oonsidanble  ezpon*ee,  in 
maUng  and  aapporting  the  claims  of  our  dllnlia 
before  their  tribunals.  The  sums  required  fv  this 
papose  have,  in  diver*  instance^  been  disbursed  by 
the  Consuls  of  the  United  States;  l^naansof  Ih* 
same  oaptnie^  great  numbers  of  cor  SMmen  haie 
been  thrown  ashore  in  foreign  eoonlrieii  deMitule  c/ 
all  means  t^  subsistence,  and  the  tdck,  in  paiticulsi^ 
bava  been  exposed  to  nievons  snflbrioCi 

lie  CoDSula  have,  in  these  case*  dso^  advanoed 
moneys  li>r  their  relief;  for  these  advanoee  they  rta- 
sonaUy  expeot  reimbursements  boot  tb«  United 
SUtes.  The  CoDsnlar  act  relative  to  saaamnqoiies 
revidon  sad  amendment;  th*  provislaaia for  tiieir  sup- 
port in  foiein  aonnbiea,  and  fbr  tbelr  returu,  sie 
found  to  be  Liadequate,  and  ineflbctoaL  Anotbv 
piositioa  seems  naoeasaiy  to  b«  added  to  tha  ObbiIv 
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^  mider  tbe  flag  cf  tba  United  StetM,  mud  with 
fagcd  F«p«n.  It  Kldooi  tuppan*  tluit  tile  Connli 
MB  ituxt  thii  deoeptjon,  betnuus  the;  b«T«  do  an- 
tbni^  to  demand  an  in^nctuu  cf  the  ngiMaii  and 
Ha  Mm. 

<MliBa>  qT  (b  ^Moa  ■<'  Bijumrmalimt  .- 

It  u  mj  dn^  to  leoomnMnd  to  jonr  miioat  eon- 
■ilwation  tfaoae  ol(iecti  which,  hj  tha  coautitotion, 
«r*il«sd  paitianUrlj  within  jonr  tpb«i« — th«  na- 
««]  debt  Bi^  taxo. 

Stave  the  decsj  of  the  feudal  ^iteiii,  hj  wluch 
ft*  poblic  defenM  wai  provided  for,  cbiefy  at  the 
tipf«a  tf  iudiTidnal^  a  qrMem  of  loam  ha*  been  in- 
bodmed.  Aad  aa  no  uadon  can  nUe,  within  the 
jtn,  \tj  taxM,  Mffident  mm*  Ibr  it*  defeooe,  and 
^iutj  ofcntkoa  in  lime  of  war,  the  innu  loaned 


ndgHti  of  what  hmn  b««D  Called 


ailed  fhofioff*; 
iheooiiHiniedBc 


htfoD  of  paUIe  debt*  in  other  ooontriei,  ought  to 
»lnnni«h  oi  to  b*  caiefbl  to  premit  their  growth  in 
•or  own.    Hm  national  defknee  mnit  be  pnrided  Gir 


»  ^  Ae  Snati.  aad 
Ciwtf—m  yt*e  Baate  of  Jbjfniteiitatiiia  : 
!e  an  met  together  at  a  meat  intereiting  period ; 
i«  ef  the  principal  powan  of  Europe  an 


hoKC,  mb^,  and  proqwii^  of  oor  nxtntr;  depend, 
t^n  (or  all  the  ezertiont  Ot  wiidran  and  Brmneaa. 

M  joa  may  t«^  oa  aj  lealoiu 


Ordertd,  That  Ifewra.  Stockton,  LAintANOx, 
nd  I^nuf OBL  be  a  comouttee  to  report  the 
4nft  of  an  AddraM  U>  the  Fbesidbnt  ov  inx 
UnnD  BTATn,  in  uuwer  to  his  Speech,  tbis 
da;,  to  both  Hoiuee  of  Oongren ;  and  that  " 
SfMdi  be  printed  fbr  the  use  of  tbe  Senate, 

^is^T,  Novamber  M. 

A  mmnicri  from  iJie  Hooae  of  BepreaentdtiTea 
bfbnn«d  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  agreed 
to  to  mniji  ot  the  resolntion  of  the  SenatA,  of 
tbe  tad  instant,  relative  to  the  appointment  of 
Chafdaina,  m  ia  contained  in  the  worda  follow- 
iifttoirit: 

"  Bathtd,  Tiut  two  Chapl^na  bA'af^ointed 
to  Caaptmt  for  the  present  sesrion,  one  bj  each 
Hmm,  irho  dun  interchange  weekly." 

**  Hm  HooM  hkTe  prooeeded,  bf  ballot,  to  the 


8ATUBD1.T,  November  2S. 

Ur.  Stooctok,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  draft  of  an  Address  to  the  Fbcbidsnt  or 
Tm  UinTBD  Statkb,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to 
both  EooBes  of  Oongreaa,  at  the  opening  of  the 

esion ;  'which  was  read. 

On  motion,  that  a  number  of  oopiee  be  print- 
ed, ander  an  iiyanotion  that  no  nwre  ahonld  be 
slrnek  <^  than  ma;  be  neoessar^  for  the  ose  of 
the  Senate,  Itinaaed  in  the  negative. 

Ordtrtd,  That  tbe  Secretary  fnmiah  Rich 
Senatmv  as  reqnest  it,  with  ooplea  of  thia  re- 
port 

SoBSAT,  N<  vember  97. 

Hbkbt  Tukwkll,  l^m  the  State  of  Yirglida, 
attended. 

Tbe  B»Bte  rcanmed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  of  the  draft  of  an 
Address  iti  answer  to  the  Speec;  of  the  Pbeh- 
DBST  ov  TEz  Umted  E/IA.TB3,  to  both  Eonses  ot 
Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  seeuoD ;  which, 
being  read  in  paragraphs,  and  amended,  was 
adopted,  as  tbllows: 

To  Ihi  fmidrnt  <f  tit  United  Stale* : 

Sis  :  The  oommimications  yon  thongfat  pioper  to 
make  io  your  Speech  to  both  Haaaee  of  CongreH  on 
tbe  opening  of  Oieii  ptewnt  aeuioa,  aObrd  siUidooal 
proola  of  the  attention,  Inlegri^,  and  finnneai,  which 
have  alwaya  maifced  joor  official  character. 

"*  —  -'  bnt  approve  of  the  measnrea  jtin  had 
the  itBte  and  decline  of  the  o 


^  _,  __       ,  »  m^orityof  the 

M  of  tbe  whole  Honae  WH  fbond  in  favor  of 
the  Ber.  Aihbxl  Oeksm.'* 


ta^ona  alokDei*  which  has  so  Ulely  afflicted  tbe  ci^ 
of  Philadelphia,  and  tbe  pleasii^  cltenuutsnoe  that 
CongiM*  i»  DOW  ueembled  at  that  place,  witbont 
bamud  to  flie  health  of  ita  memben,  evlDcei  ttie  (no- 
priety  of  voor  having  poisoned  a  determination  to 
convene  the  National  Legulators  at  another  I^ao^ 
We  aball  take  iato  conalderation  tbe  law  of  1T94,  on 
this  mbjec^  and  will  readHj  eoncni  in  any  amend- 
ment  wfaicb  may  be  deemed  eipedlanL 

It  wonid  hive  given  o»  mnch  pleMure  to  have  re- 
ceived your  congratulations  on  tbe  re-eatablishment 
of  peace  in  Ettrope,  and  tbe  rcMorotion  of  aecurity  to 
the  peisoni  and  property  of  oor  citiiens  from  Lqju&oe 
and  violence  at  sea.  Bot,  thongb  then  eveuti,  to 
deiiable  to  our  conntry  and  the  world,  have  not  la- 
ken  place,  yet  we  have  abundant  canie  of  gratitnda 
to  the  Qreat  IKepoeei  of  homan  event*  tat  bteitor 
tranquillity  and  perMmal  secnri^,  Ibr  prorilions  loa- 
■oni,  proaperona  agricultnre,  productive  Baberiet,  and 
genenl  improvement ;  and,  above  all,  for  a  nttiooal 
apirit  of  dnl  uid  leligione  liberty,  aod  a  oalm,  but 
Bteady  determinatioD  to  support  our  aovoreignCy 
(gaicit  all  open  and  lecnt  attacks 

We  leam,  with  aatiafiution,  Ibat  oor  Envoy*  Eitr«- 
oidinary  to  tbe  French  BepubUo  had  safely  arrived 
in  Enrope,  and  were  proceeding  to  the  eoene  of  nego- 


p»rt  bai  been  ODUtted,  which  could,  in  any  wsy,  o 
duoe  to  a  tuoccHfnl  conclntion  of  tbe  negoCiBlioD, 
upon  tenns  compatible  with  the  aalety,  honor,  aad  !»• 
teieM,  of  the  United  State* ;  and  we  are  (Uly  co)> 
vinc«I  that,  in  the  mean  time,  ■  maoifeetation  of  that 
unanimity  and  eiargy  of  which  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  given  aneh  memoiabla  pnM&,  and  a 
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pnmT  «xani«i  of  tboM  monreM  of  nattoDd  defeocv, 
whlah  ITS  ponen^  wQl  MWDtlallj  couCriboH  to  the 
tmtemttion  of  peace  utd  the  attaiiunent  of  jostios. 

We  think,  rir,  with  you,  that  the  oomineroe  of  the 
United  StaCn  ie  eraential  to  (he  growth,  comfort,  and 
pio^ritj  of  ODT  oonntTj  ;  and  that  the  faith  of  n- 
cie^  is  pledf^d  for  the  preservatioD  of  the  right*  of 
wouDercial  ud  lealuing,  m  leu  than  of  other  dti-  ; 
Mua.  Andarentf  ODTDegotialtoowUhFMliMdiDnld 
tonniiwt*  fararably,  and  the  war  In  Enropa  eean, 
yet  tin  ataia  cfidcia^,  wUdi  m^umOj  praralli  tn 
•0  great  a  portion  of  Am  world,  and  ne  e^iUooe  i^ 


w  Ki  eiteniiie,  and  which 
boldi  oat  to  many  temptationa  to  Uvlew  plnndcmrs, 
can  never  be  ub  without  prDtectibn  ;  and  we  hold 
onnelni  obliged,  bj  averj  tie  of  dntf  which  bindi  u 
to  our  coiutitueati,  to  prooHMe  and  oonenr  tn  inch 
meamrea  c£  marine  defence,  ai  may  coQTtnee  oar 
moTchanta  and  Mamen  that  theli  li^tt  are  not  Mcri- 
ficed,  Dor  their  iiynriel  foijpittan. 

Wo  regret,  that,  notwithitauding  the  dear  and  ei- 
pUdt  teiTDi  of  tb«  bea^  batween  the  United  Statei 
and  Hia  CatboUo  litjMy,  the  SpaniA  garruona  are 
■ot  yet  withdrawn  mm  oor  tenitofy,  nor  the  nui- 
nbgofthebemidaTyline  commenced.  The  United 
State*  have  been  bitbfnl  in  die  performance  of  their 
nbligatiaii*  to  Spain,  and  had  reason  to  eipeet  ■  aom- 
l^anoa  eqaally  prompt  on  the  part  nf  that  power. 
We  etitl,  bowBTer,  indnlge  the  bc^  that  theconvioo- 
tng  aniwen,  which  hare  been  given  to  the  objecUona 
(tMed  by  the  Spaniih  cAcer*,  to  the  immediate  exe- 
ention  of  the  trea^,  wil]  have  their  proper  eSbct ; 
and  that  thii  treaty,  ao  mutually  beMfidal  to  the 


nod  (Uth. _„ ^ 

determinatioa  to  oontlQae  in  readineu  to  receive  the 
poeti^  and  to  mn  the  line  of  partitioD  between  onr 
territory  and  that  of  Ha  King  of  Spain. 

Attempt*  to  alienate  the  affection*  of  the  Indiana ; 
to  torm  tham  into  a  confederal,  and  to  excite  them 
ts  Bctnal  hoetility  againat  the  United  State*,  whether 
made  by  fiirdgn  went*,  or  by  otho^  aie  *a  ii^nriooa 
to  onr  dtiMns  at  I*^  ■"^  ">  inhuman  with  reelect 
to  otir  eitiieni  inhalnSng  the  a^aoent  tenitoiy,  a  ' 
deierTe  the  moat  exemplary  paniahment ;  and 
will  oheerinll;  afford  onr  aid  in  framing  a  law,  which 
may  preacribe  a  pnniahment  adeqoate  to  the  comml*- 
don  berimes  so  heinoni. 

The  aereral  ohjecta  you  hate  pointed  oat 
attdntiOD  of  the  Lenalatnra,  whether  thnr  rward  oar 
Intnm*]  or  aitemal  rBlation*,  ahall  receive  irom  u 
that  conaideration  which  thoy  merit ;  and  we  wil! 
tMdily  concnr  in  all  ench  meaanrB*  ai  maybe 
■aiy,  either  to  enable  n*  to  Iblfll  onr  engagemi 
home,  or  to  eaiwe  oomlve*  to  be  reapeetad  abroad. 
And,  at  thia  portenton*  period,  when  the  powers  of 
Europe,  with  whom  we  ai«  oonnected  by  treaty  or 
oommeiM,  are  in  ao  criticiU  a  situation,  and  when 
the  conduct  of  aame  of  thoea  powers  (nwardi  the 
United  States  Is  la  hostile  and  menacing,  the  seve- 
ral biancbe*  of  die  Ooremment  nie,  in  onr  opinlol^ 
dalled  npon,  irith  pecoltar  importnni^,  to  unite,  and, 
b^  nmon,  not  only  to  deviae  and  carry  those 
tures  on  which  the  safety  and  proaperi^  of  onr 
try  depend,  hot  alio  to  nndeceiTa  those  nations  who, 
ngardmg  n*  a*  a  weak  and  divided  people,  have  pnr- 
med  syatenu  of  asgresaiDD  inoonslstent  with  a  state  of 
peaoo  between  mdependent  nafdona.  And,  nr  we 
twg  leave  to  enure  you.  that  wa  darive  a  w^olar 
flftnafflatifm  from  tlM  reflection  thaL  at  each  a  tluMi 


the  GieealiTe  part  of  our  Qovemment  hu  besL  lom- 
mitted  to  yoor  hand%  for,  In  jonr  integrity,  ttlati, 
and  BznatBm,  we  place  the  most  entire  BoaSita*. 
JACOB  READ, 
PntiitKl  <f&t  aauUffo  tmfcn. 

Ordered,  That  tbo  committee  who  prei«r«d 
the  Address  wait  oathepEMn>BBT07TaBCNiT- 
■D  SrATBa  find  desire  him  to  aoquoint  the  Senate 
at  what  time  and  pUce  it  will  be  most  ooavement 
for  him  that  it  should  be  presented. 

On  iQotioiu  Ordered,  That  Mewra.  Tbaot, 
BiNOBui,  ADd  GKEBtia,  be  a  oommlttee,  to  ia- 
what  bosioeM  remained  nnfliuahed  at  tb« 
of  tbe  last  Mwion  ol  OongreM,  wbiob,  in 
their  opinion,  is  propw  fbr  the  Senate  to  take 
into  oon^eratian  tbe  present  eesnon,  and,  eln 
what  laws  will  erpire  before  the  next  BOrioD  oi 
Ofrngrees^  and  report  tliereon  to  the  Benate. 

Tuau>i.i,  November  S8. 

Mr,  SroorToii  reported,  fl^m  the  oommittee, 
that  they  had  w^ted  on  the  FBEsiDEiit  of  tbs 
nymn  Btatbs,  end  that  be  would  receive  the, 
Addren  of  the  Senate  this  day  at  IS  o'clodt,  it 
'  's  own  house. 

The  Senate  aooordlngly  waited  on  the  Pmb- 
_  iVT  or  TBI  TJHirm  Statxb,  and  the  PtMsatsT 
jrro  tempore,  in  tliwr  name^  presented  tiie  Ad- 
oreas  agreed  to  yeetenlaj. 

To  whioh  the  PBmDnrr  made  tbe  Mowing 
Reply: 

fiteJ^MM^Ila  BmaU  i 
I  thank yov forlhia  Addnaa. 
When,  sAar  the  nr    ■  ■  '  -'     -  ' ■'—' ' 


peiaoea]  notivesi  n 

oommended,  I  can  teoeive  no  higher  b 
(bdr  nctitoda^  than  the  af^mbation    ' 
Tent,  pablotio,  an ' 
United  States. 

Nothii^  haa  aSxdod  mo 
than  the  eoinddeaoe  of  yoor  judgment  with  mine,  is 
the  opinum  rf  the  esseiMal  inutartanoa  of  ou  eon- 
marca,  and  the  abscdnte  neoeadty  of  a  maritiBia  de- 
ftnca.  What  la  1^  tiut  hai  drawn  to  Europe  lhet»- 
perflnona  riches  i  the  three  other  qnaitars  of  tfaa 
globe,  but  a  marine  7  What  la  it  that  baa  druned 
the  wealth  of  Europe  itaedf  into  the  ooflhn  of  two  oc 
three  of  its  print^  oooimeRdal  powci^  hot  a  ma- 
riner 

Tim  woridha*  ftamlahed  no  example  of  a  floQiiduag 
commerce,  without  a  maritime  protectloo;  and  a 
moderate  knoiriedgB<rf  man  and  tus  histoi?  wittooo- 
vinoe  any  one,  diat  no  sooh  prodigy  erer  can  arise. 
A  mamMntale  maiioe  aitd  a  militBiT  marine  nnri 
grow  vp  together;  one  eannot  long  ezi*l  with** 

JOHN  ADAJfS 
Uamn  Statcs,  JVoeemkr  3S,  1797. 
The  Senate  returned  to  their  own  Obamber, 
and  ai^onnied. 

'Wm>HiBDAT,  STovember  89. 

The  FBHimnT  laid  before  the  Benate  the  me- 

mwial  and  addnoa  of  the  pei^  called  Qoakcn, 
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finn  tbeir  Tesriy  meeting,  held  in  Philadelpbia, 
is  ibe  year  ITlrT,  reqnMtdiig  the  attention  of 
OaDgraH  to  the  opprmed  state  of  the  African 
nee,  and  the  Kenenl  preraleDce  of  vice  and  Im- 
BoraBtj ;  and  the  aame  yru  read  and  ordered 
to  He  on  the  table. 

THUBaD&T,  NoTunber  80. 
Ordtrtd,  That  the  memorial  and  addrest  of 


Fkiday,  Beoember  1. 
JuoM  HiuHoiiei^  from  the  State  of  Oonnect- 
iBO^  attended. 

HoHDAT,  December  11. 
I^MDon  Skdgwiok,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
Mchnoetta,  attended. 

WExaneoiT,  Deoember  18. 

Tboxas  JxrwEsaow,  Yioe  Preeident  of  the 

United  Statea  and  Prarident  of  the  Senate,  at- 


FsiDAT,  Deoember  22. 
Joes  K  HowjiSD,  from  the  State  of  Uary- 
laod,  attended. 

Tbusuut,  Deoember  86, 
Itrnx  Baowx,  from  the  Stale  of  Eenttiok]',  at- 


FrnDAT,  Deoember  20. 
_  s  Thohfsob  Haboh,  trom  the  State 
of  Ytr^ma,  attained. 

KoHDAT,  Jannair  S.,  17B8. 
Juam  Boeo,  lh>m  the  State  of  Fennajlvania, 


TsuaaoAY,  Jaaaarj  11, 

Juaa  Lu)Ti>,  nipointed  a  Senator  br  the 

State  of  Maryland,  in  the  plaoe  of  John  Henrj, 

fleeted  Ooremor  of  arid  State,  produced  his 

— •—"-'-;  and,  the  oath  required  by  law  being 

•\  he  took  hia  seat  in  the  Senate. 


WDsmuiT,  Jannor;  17. 
The  fiiDowhig  Ueasage  was  reodved  from  the 
PnatnKTr  of  thi  Uhttzd  Statib: 

CaAma  of  Ut  Senalt,  wtd 

ne  ■tutioii  of  aflkin  brtwMn  the  United  Stale* 
ui  tlw  Cbenkea  Tn^im  hmving  trriDeed  tha  eipa* 
fcney  <£  a  tna^  wWi  that  nation,  tor  Hw  promo- 
tto  tijnAjt  to  tbnn,u  w(Jl  a«  of  tiba  intarwti 


mi,  hj  and  with  the  adriee 
■■■•,  apyantad  CtimnilMlonen  to  hold  ooofsmioei, 
mi  eDodiida  a  tn^Ti  *■  ••''T  ■•  ^  Hatrai  of  tba 
^n  and  the  osnTOiienea  of  Ih*  paitiM  viU  adnm. 


fl^t^TH  oHuiot  ba  canled  on  wltlu 
penm,  Incommend  to  joor  Eoti^daatimi  die  pro* 
prietj  of  making  an  sppropriatiaa,  at  tbli  time,  Git 
de&^riiig  neb  «■  maj  be  neceuaif  for  boMing  and 
oonclndiiig  m  trea^. 

That  yon  may  faita  yam  judgment!  vlth  greater 
fadliey,  I  ^all  dinct  the  proper  offloer  to  lay  before 
70D  an  eetimate  of  inch  araolee  and  oipenM*  at 
may  be  tluo^t  Indinemafale. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

UaiTBi)  Suns,  Jiawoiy  IT,  ITOa 

HoKSAT,  January  22. 
JoeuH  Tatibul,  from  the  State  of  Georgia 


Fkidat,  Febrtiftry  i. 


\  redgned,  prodnoed  hia  oredentlali, 
and,  the  oath  reqnlrea  b  j  law  bting  adminiater- 
ed,  he  took  his  seat  In  the  Soiate. 

MoHDiT,  February  6. 

fVvMA  Outrage, 

The  following  Meeaage  was  received  fkvmthe 

Prxsibint  or  thx  Ukitkd  Staiis;  which  was 

read: 

gtmOtmrn  qfOt  BmaU,  imd 

ff  ratfcMm  (f  At  Boom  </  RtfntMa^a : 
IbaTereoeiTedalettwIhan  liii  EliceUen^  Cliailea 
HDokMj,  E*(|.,  Govennr  of  tha  State  of  Sotilh  Cam. 
Ihia,  dated  the  Ud  OoUber,  1T9T,  enoloong  a  nmn> 


and  ontnges  committed  vithin  and  nau  the  limJtt 
rf  tha  United  State*,  by  a  French  priTatoer  boloiy- 
ing  V>  C»p«  Fnnooie,  or  UonM  Chriito,  called  tSe 
Yertitade  or  Fortitade,  and  commanded  by  a  poTKin 
of  Uie  name  (^  Jordan  or  Jonrdain,  and  [Murticnlu'ly 
npon  an  Engliih  tneinhuit  ship  named  the  Oracabiua, 
trbldi  he  £it  phmdA^  and  then  bnmed,  with  &e 
i«rt  vt  her  cargo,  irf' great  value,  within  the  tsrritoiy 
of  the  UiJted  States,  in  the  harbor  of  Cbaileaton, 
on  the  ITth  of  October  last,  Copiei  of  which  letter 
and  depodtiani^  and  alio  of  teteral  other  depcel- 
tdons  relative  to  the  same  mbject,  noeiTed  from  tha 
Collector  of  Chaileiton,  are  hneinlh  communicated. 
Wbenever  tha  channel  of  diplomatical  oommuni- 
oatfon  batWMii  the  United  States  and  France  shall 
be  opened,  I  ifaall  demand  ntisStotifln  for  the  inmlt 

0  Congress,  not 


States,  as  to  show  the  propriety  and  neoesnty  cf  en- 
abling tha  EaeootiTe  aQthority  of  Goremment  to 
take  mearam  Ibr  protectii^  the  clUians  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  mch  forngnen  as  have  a  right  to  en- 
joy their  peace,  and  the  protection  of  their  lawt, 
wkliin  their  limits,  in  that  aa  wait  as  aome  other 
harbor*  iriiidi  are  eqnally  enosed. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Ukird  Srana,  FAnuay  6,  179B. 

OrderaA,  That  the  Ueauge  and  p^wn  t»> 
bned  tolwfor  ooniideTBtion. 
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IfotouT,  February  10, 
JoflKHA  OiATTOir,  ^jpotnted  B  Senmtor  bj  tha 
Legialatnre  of  the  Stftte  of  Delaware,  in  tlie 
place  of  John  Vioing,  redgned,  produced  hie 
credentlalB,  which  were  read,  and;  the  oath  re- 
qdred  by  l&w  bdng  adtniniatered,  he  took  hU 
•eat  in  the  Benat«. 

MointAT,  March  6. 
4ff^ir»  with  ^anee. 
The  fbnoxing  Message  w 
htiamENT  OF  mx  TTKim  ' 
Oatllamm  of  lie  Btnatt,  md 

Gmdemai  of  lit  Bout  ijf  Stpramlalivtt: 
The  fint  detpitcfaet  from  oar  Envajs  Eitraordi- 
naij,  aince  ihsir  uriTtl  M  Puia,  vers  receiTed  >t 
the  Secretary  of  State's  offioe  st  a  Ute  liottr  ^e  lut 
eremng.     Tliey  an  ftU  in  s  ohajvctec  •hioh  will  ra- 
qnira  »cae  diy*  to  be  deciphered,  except  the  lut, 
whioli  ii  datsd  dw  8th  of  Jmncuur,  1798.    The  oon- 
teirti  of  thb  letter  are  ^  m  rnnob  impntaitce  to  tx 
immadiately  made  known  fo  CougisM  and  to  the 
public,  eqiecially  to  the  iMKHUlle  part  of  em  fel- 
low-dtueo*,  ibM  I  hate  thoo^t  it  my  dat;  to  cooi- 
mnnioBla  thinn  to  both  Qonm  without  lou  of  time. 
JOHN  ADAJ(3. 
UmsD  Sram,  JTorot  S,  1798. 

The  Mcfisage  and  paper  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  oonmderation. 

Mo:n>AT,  March  10. 


CmtldNB  of  At  SenaU,  and 

Geillemmofihe  UiMue of  B^ratalolieu : 
The  denintohe)  &ozn  tha  Earoyi  ExtnKndlnaiy  <£ 
the  United  Statai  to  the  Fnou^  RepobUc,  wliioh 


CoDgreu,  of  the  SfUi  initant, 
and  maturely  conaiderod. 

'WMle  I  feel  a  aatirfaetion  in  {nfinraiog  jim  that 
their  exertion),  for  the  ndjnitment  of  the  difbrenoei 
between  the  two  aatiotu,  ha*e  been  dncen  and  nn- 
Tcmitted,  it  U  incambent  on  me  to  declaiv,  that  I 
perceive  no  gronnd  of  ezpectatioD  that  tbe  oljjecti  of 


This  remit  oanno^  with  jnitioe,  be  attributed  to 
any  want  of  moderatian  on  (he  part  of  thit  OaTCra- 
meat,  or  to  aaj  indiipoeititm  to  forego  eeooiidaiy  in- 
teieit^  for  the  pieaerTBtlon  of  peace.  Knowing  It  to 
be  my  dnty,  and  believing  it  to  be  yonr  wiih,  u  well 
It  that  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  to  avind,  by 
"  "  "7       


ooDtentloal  of  Eniopc^  tbe  powen 
vcnri  were  oommeDmrate  with  a  liberal  and  padfie 
nmcy,  and  that  high  oonfidenoe  whid)  mt^it  joatly 
be'repoeol  in  the  abilitie*,  patriotinn,  uid  integri^, 
of  tbe  character*  to  whom  the  negotiation  wai  com- 
mittod.  Altar  a  canfiil  nriew  of  the  irtiole  ntQeo^ 
with  the  aid  of  all  the  information  t  have  raoeiTed, 
I  can  lUseern  nothing  lAatik  oonld  hare  innind  or 
contributed  to  laceeu,  that  baa  been  omitted  on  my 
pai^  and  nothing  fiirAer  which  can  be  attempted 
confidently  with  majdmi  fbr  which  ear  oaattxj  hat 


every  bamd,  and  iriiioh  oonMltate  ttw 

baiia  of  OUT  national  aovtrdgn^. 

Under  then  dicwnataneaa,  I  cannot  (orbear  to  »■ 

grate  die  reeonuDendaHoDi  which  h»e  beaa  for- 

eiiy  made,  and  to  exhort  yon  to  admit,  with  pnrap. 

tltode,  deciaion,  and  nnaniml^,  tnch  tntalorei  ai 

the  ample  reaonioea  of  the  eoimby  aflnd,  fbr  the 

piolaoticn  of  our  Mafallng  and  oommeRitl  dtlnat; 

ibr  tbe  defence  of  any  expoaed  portiooa  ot  tua  tenl- 

toiy ;  for  repleniahing  oar  anenali,  n^eMiihiiic  taaa- 

driei  and  military  maanfaetnret ;   and  to  [nmli 

aoch  efficient  revenue,  ai  will  be  iinfiiiaaii  to  drfhj 

extraoi^inaty  eipeoaei,  and  timply  At  defioBKai* 

which  may  b«  occaaioned  by  depiedationt  on  our 

The  preeent  atate  of  thlngi  I*  *o  iiwiiiilliiHj  diftr- 
•nt  from  that  In  which  inatrnctiona  wen  gino  to  the 
coUfcttm  to  reatnun  veuela  of  tlM  United  Slateiftca 
wling  in  an  armed  cooditian,  that  the  priEidple  on 
which  thoae  oiden  were  iaaned  haa  oeaaed  to  eiiit  I 
therefDre  deem  It  piopei  to  inform  Congreat,  that  I 
no  longer  conceiTe  myaelf  jnttifiible  in  oontiniiiiig 
them,  nnleae  in  particular  caws,  when  there  m^  tia 
reaaonable  groond  of  antidoiaii  that  ineh  reiaeli  it 
intended  to  be  employed  oontnty  to  law. 

In  all  jtim  pTMaediogs,  it  will  be  in^vtaat  l» 
manifest  a  leal,  a  vigor,  and  concert,  in  defeiice  ol 
tlie  national  lights,  proportioned  to  the  danger  wilb 
— Uch  tbey  an  tlireatened. 

JOHN  ADAUa. 

UaniD  9riTB,  Jtrnvh  19,  1788. 

The  Ueesage  was  read  and  referred  to  €» 
committee  appointed  on  tbe  SSth  Novemba 
last,  who  have  under  coonderadon  that  put  d 
the  Speech  of  the  Psutnnr  ot  tbi  Uinm; 
States,  at  the  oommenoement  of  the  Beaaioi, 
which  relatee  to  the  protection  of  oommerce,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Benate. 

TcnoAT,  April  8. 
The  following  Message  was  reodved  frran  tha 
PsisiDxirT  or  Tm  UHrntD  Statu  : 
OatOtmrn  if  Ot  Omiae,  ami 

Gmdmm  if  tia  Uimte  of  BipntmlaAM  i 

In  oomplianoe  with  the  reqaest  of  the  Hoom  (f 

BepreaentaliTaa,  expreMad  in  th^  reaelnliai  «f  tbe 

aeoond  of  no*  »ona^  I  Hanmit  to  both  Houea  tteM 


fiatwdinaiy  of  On  United  Stalat  to  the  Fianth  B»> 
pnblio,  wueh  w«ra  mentioned  in  xaj  Hao^  «f  tbr 
ninetsenth  «f  Haroh  laat,  omittii^  cmly  some  nanm 
and  a  few  exprentona  deacriptiva  cf  tbe  peiaona. 

I  laqneat  that  tbey  may  be  oonaidefad  b  mfi- 
denee,  imtil  the  member*  of  Coaffttm  an  fiilly  p<» 
aesaed  of  their  oonlanti  and  shall  have  bad  a^ 
portoidty  to  deliberate  on  the  oonaaqDenoes  of  tlwir 
pnbUoatkni  j  after  wiikh  time  I  tabmit  them  to  jm 


TSwrrwD  Sranai^  AfrU  8,  1796. 


HoxDAT,  April  16. 
Tba  Vna  'Paaxmst  omnmonicitod  a  M« 


D,9,tizi:<(byG00^le 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


[Sdtaik 


from  J<an  Slom  HtnAxi,  reaiffaing  liU  seat  1 

Ibe  Senate,  In  r '^' '' 

tobe  Jndga  of 
leOviTHraad, 

(Mrnwl^  Hut  the  Vice  PBBBiDKirr  be  reqnest- 
«d  la  notify  the  Ez«antive  of  the  Stete  of  Sew 
To^  that  Jobs  SLoas  Hobabt  hftth  socepted 
lb«  appdntm^t  of  Jodge  of  the  New  York 
dirtriet,  end  that  Me  seat  in  the  8«ute  is  of 


''nwDi.T,  April  17. 
^M  bin  aothwiziiig  the  Pkniuurr  or  ija 
UnTBD  States  to  rabe  a  proTisional  arm; 
md  the  seoond  time. 

WiDBnoAT,  Maj  9. 

The  SmatA  reenmed  tbe  oonrideration  of  the 
report  of  the  oommittee  antboridng  Thomas 
I^ncksejr,  late  EnToj  Eztnuirdinu;  to  tbe 
£ii>x  of  Spain,  aad  Wnister  FlenipetentSarj  to 
tbe  Kias  of  Great  Britain,  to  reoeive  tite  oiu- 
tonaai7  [vesents  to  fbrugn  IGniaters  at  tbose 
nmita. 

On  tbe  qoestiOD  to  agree  to  the  first  reaoln- 
tioa  iep<»ted,  to  wit ; 

"A  if  mdred  by  tk  Souir  and  Bbiae  ^Itgirt- 
tu^mHim  of  an  UMIti  Stata  ef  Amenta  M  Catgnu 
■umllrJ,  Hut  Coi^nM  ckMh  coiusot  Hut  Thmnu 
Pinckaey,  Ekj.,  who,  m  Enrof  Extnordiiuij  i^the 
Vabal  StUe^  ncgoliMed  the  TnMj  of  Frisndthip, 
LbaiM,  nd  NsTigation  betwesD  the  Vnited  SlaM* 
mod  tb*  King  of  "If  [ii,  mej  laoelTe  ftom  the  Mid 
"^  ....  ^itJicutomuTFor  Hii  Cfttliolii] 

Kuh  penou  H  negotiite  tnatiei 


UualjtAi 


IttM. — MsMM.  AndtasoB,  Tttng**™,  Blsedirarth, 
ChTtan,  FoMoT,  Ooodhna,  GneiM,  ffilihmus,  How- 
nd,  I  ■timw,  LaorsDea,  liveiman^  Hwttn,  Bead, 
Sed^vii^  StodloB,  uid  Tnof. 

li*T».  MiMMi.  Blown,  LangdoD,  MmiAjll^  Muon, 
nlTHmralL 

And  the  otlker  neolation  leported  wu  agreed 
tt^  in  the  woris  following : 

Jntf  i*  ilflXJUr  Mnbe^  That  Congna  doA  OOD- 
n<  tat  &•  mU  Thomu  nnekiMgr,  £m.,  liteljr 
IGaiMw  Fl«idpatentUi7  fan  the  United  Statei  to 


. g  of  Gnat  BritidD,  may  reoaire  liam  the  Mid 

bg  ndi  pr— int  u  it  k  eoAnatiy  for  Bit  Biitunio 
Xi^i^  to  make  to  Hinirtan  Fleoipotentiaiy  on 
kUf  ksn  of  Um. 

Thtosdat,  Jane  31. 
J^tir*  mt\  Frtmoe. 
Tlkelblknriiig  Vema^e  was  reeled  fhun  the 
'BtsutmoT  or  THE  Ukukd  Siatib  ; 
C»<FMwf^a»AMfc^awJ 

CeitfauB  e/'Oa  Haiat  e/ B^mtiitatnm  i 
WUe  I  M^nUalate  JOB  on  the  airiTBl  cf  Oeneral 
MlfdwH  oaa  of  our  iMe  EnToyi  Exbaordinu^  to 
Ai  Fnndl  Bepoblio,  at  a  place  of  nfMj,  where  he 


kJHtlyhtUia  boaor,  I 


to  joo  a  letter  reorind  bj  him  from  Hit. 
Qtrij,  tbe  only  irw  irf'  the  three  who  bu  not  n- 
m!to1  hie  BnitgL  Tim  letter,  together  with  another, 
&Dm  the  MinirtcT  of  FoielgD  BeUtioTu  to  him,  of  die 
thiid  of  April,  end  hli  ugwer  of  the  fonith,  wQl  ihow 
the  aitnatioo  ia  whieb  he  remuni ;  hi)  inb     ' 


that,  befin*  this  time,  he  hu  leoelved 
Onh  inalractiimi,  (a  ungj  of  which  aooompaidei  thie 
,)  to  otDMntIo  DO  loan*,  and  QMrefine  the 


lend  anotber  Miniiterta  Franoe  with- 
tbat  be  win  be  teodred,  reape^ed, 
.  ,    .J  the  lapneeotatiTe  of  a  great,  bea, 
poweiAil,  and  indepeodeot  netitm. 

JOHNADAUS. 
DniKD  States,  Jmu  31,  17BB. 

The  Message  and  docuneats  were  rea4. 
Ettohtd,  iWt  five  hnadrod  eofries  thereof 
be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 

l[oHDAT,  Jnne  2S. 

The  bill  to  deolare  tbe  treaties  between  tlie 
United  States  and  tlie  Bepnblio  of  Fnmoe  void 
and  of  no  effect,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
tbe  final  passage  of  the  bill  waa  determined  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  14,  nsya  5,  as  follows : 

Ybas. — Ueure.  Bingh«o,  Qupmui,  Foetar,  Good- 
hae,  HiUhooM,  Howard,  Laoranoe,  liiermore,  Lloyd, 
Noitli,  Paine,  Kaed,  Sedgwick,  and  Trao;. 

Nats. — Mean*.  Blown,  Laagdoo,  Hartin,  Hison, 
andTBMwelL 

Bttolted,  Thdt  this  blU  pass:  that  it  be  en- 
groeeed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An 
act  to  deolare  the  treaties  between  tbe  United 
States  and  the  BepnbUo  of  Franee  void  and  of 


TBDHEsnAT,  June  37. 

The  YioB  Fbesidekt  being  absent,  the  Benjite 
proceeded  to  tbe  choioe  of  a  Preddentpro  tent- 
pore,  Bs  tbe  constitntjon  provides,  and  Tseodou 
Sbdowiok  was  dolj  elected. 

The  bill  to  define  more  parUonlarij  the  crime 
of  tressoD,  and  to  define  and  ptmish  the  orime 
of  sedition,  waa  read  tbe  seoond  lime. 

On  motitMi  that  this  bill  be  oommitted.  It 
passed  in  the  afflnnative— yeas  10,  nays  6,  as 
follows : 

Yxia,—UtMn.  Bii^iam,  Chlpman,  Faster,  Oood- 
hoe^  HillhoTOe,  Howaid,  Lntimer,  Laoianoa,  Lloyd, 
North,  Paine,  Read,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  and  Traey. 

Nats. — HeMn.  Andenon,  Biown,  La^gdoo,  liTtr- 
mon,  Hartlii,  and  Haion. 

Oi2»r«2,  That  this  blU  be  referred  to  Mestra. 
Lloyd,  Tbaoi,  Stooxtoit,  Obipius',  and  Read, 
to  ooosider  and  report  thereon  to  tbe  Senate, 

FmDAT,  Jnne  80. 
The  bin  to  anthorixe  tbe  Fsssitmrrto  prevent 
and  regnlate  the  landing  of  French  passengers, 
and  other  persons  who  may  arrive  within  the 
United  StoUa  frnn  fbreiga  plaoe^  itm  raad  tbe 
third  time. 


dbyGoO^Ie 


ABBIDGHENT  07  THE 


Snun.] 


On  motion,  to  amend  the  proTuo  to  the 
fourth  motion  to  read  as  fbllowa ; 

"  Protided,  That  ootbing  In  tUi  act  ihill  be  oon- 
•tnied  to  prohibit  the  miction  or  importation  of 
rod]  peiwni  u  my  Stale  ma;  think  proper  ly  U<r 
to  admit,  nor  to  caoh  pamm*  whote  admlialon  ma; 
be  pnhibited  hj  tlie  reqwotlTe  Statei  :* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  S, 
lUyslT,  asfoUowa: 

Teab. — Menni  Andenon,  HaioB,  etid  TaiewelL 

NAra.— Mstna.  Bingham,  roMer,  Oooohoa,  Hfll- 
honn,  Hoirard,  Langdon,  Latimer,  Lanianoe,  liTei^ 
mora,  Uojd,  Martin,  North,  Paine,  Read,  Sedgiriol^ 
Stockton,  and  Trao;. 

On  motion  by  Vi.  Mabos,  to  strike  out  theee 
words  from  the  preamble : 

"ThapecnliBr  dienmataDoeaiftiieUiiitsd  Stale*, 
In  relation  to  the  BepnUio  at  Fiuo^  and  die  dti' 
MDi  theno^  lequira  that^  irUl«  the  Oidtad  Statei 
lUTe  aflbided  hoqdtali^  and  proteetimi  to  Fiench- 
nen  who  hare  tonght  an  a>;1am  in  Hat  oaontiT, 
the;  ihould,  on  the  other  Iiuid,  goMid  against  the 
amTal  and  admiaaion  of  nich  evQ-dinpoaed  penons 
Bi  b;  tbsir  machiaatioai,  ma;  endanger  tbe  intenial 
Mttstj'  and  tnuHoillit;  of  tlie  oonotr; ;  "  in  order  to 
Inert  the  followmg  worda :  "  It  ia  npiennted  that, 
on  the  BTacoation  of  Port  an  Prinoe  17  tbe  Britlah 
tnrapt,  a  nunlMriaf  Fnoch  white  men  and  negroes 
were  pttt  on  board  ef  tsmoI*  bonod  to  tlie  United 
Slatea,  nma  of  vlijch  have  MTiTttd,  and  other*  m^ 
be  diortl;  expected,  and  tt  it  deemed  daagerona  to 
admit  iodlioriininatel;  raah  pcnon  Into  £t  United 
State*:" 

It  was  agreed  to  diride  tbe  motion,  and  that 
tbe  words  ahonid  be  stmok  out;  and,  on  the 
qoeetioD  to  agree  to  the  snbstitnte,  tt  was  de- 
termined in  tne  negatiTe— yeas  10^  najs  10,  as 
follows: 

Tua.— Heana.  Anderson,  Bingham,  Langden, 
Lonraooa,  Livennon,  Hsitin,  Uaaon,  North,  Bend, 


Nat*.— HessTL  Foitar,  Qoodhaa,  HUlhauaa,  Bow- 
RBl,  Latimer,  LJoyd,  Paine,  Sedgwick,  Stookton,  and 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

And  the  bill  being  further  amended,  by  strik- 
ing ont  the  remainder  of  the  preamble, 

Saolved,  That  the  oonaderotloii  of  this  bill 
be  postponed  until  to-moirow. 

SAnrsD^T,  Jane  GO. 

Tbe  Senate  reeamed  tbe  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  aathorize  the  PBEsmsNT  to  prevent  or 
r^nlate  the  landing  of  French  passengers,  and 
other  persons  who  may  arriTe  within  tne  ports 
of  tbe  United  States  from  fordgn  places. 

On  motion,  by  Ifr.  Habtdt,  one  of  the  ma- 
jority in  fsTor  of  the  exception  yesterday 
agreed  to,  namely,  "except  children  mider  the 
age  of  twelve  yeus,  ana  women,  io  oases  es- 
peciallj  aothoriied  by  tbe  PBEsmairr,"  and  that 
It  be  reoonsidered,  it  wss  determined  in  tbe 
negative — yeas  6,  oars  16,  as  follows : 

Yua.— M ows.  ""'^-1  Howaid,  Uiyd,  Hwtfai, 


more.  North,  Paine,  Sedgwlok,  Stockton,  Tanwd^ 
and  Trac;. 

BenaMd,  That  this  bOI  pass;  fliat  h  be  en- 
groBsed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to 
anth<mze  the  Pubidmht  to  pTeveot  or  rcgnUte 
tbe  landing  (ft  Freoob  paseeng(r&  and  other 
persons,  who  msy  arrive  wittahi  the  ports  of 
the  TJnit«d  States  from  fordgn  places," 

Tbe  Beoate  resumed  the'  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  TslntUioa 
of  lands  and  dwdling  booseB,  and  tbe  enumeif 
tion  of  slaves,  within  the  United  States," 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Pairk,  to  agree  to  the 
following  amendment  to  the  proviso  in  the 
dgbth  section,  "  And  all  nnonUlTated  lands,  ei- 
oept  such  as  make  part  or  paroel  of  a  bnn ;  ssd 
except  wood  lots,  need  or  reserved  for  the  pur- 
poses of  fiiel,  fenung,  Inmber,  (H'bnildiDg: 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yesa  10^ 
n^sll,  as  follows: 

Tus.— Hessr*.  Bingham,  Bnnrn,  CUpmsn,  Ggod- 
hoB,  Latimer,  Laoiaaoe,  Livermon,  Paine,  Sadg> 
wiek,  and  Stockton. 

Nats. — Hesn&  Faster,  HmhoasB,  Howard,  Lsb^ 
doD,  Lloyd,  Uaitin,  MaKm,  North,  Bead,  Tianrdl, 
and  Traoy. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  ipqjoiity,  to  reooo- 
aider  and  restore  the  following  words,  itraek 
ont  from  tbe  end  of  tbe  proviso  to  the  d^th 
section :  "  or  vblob,  at  the  time  of  making  tbe 
Bsid  vslnstion  or  enomwation,  shall  not  hare 
been  aseessed  fbr,  nor  be  then  held  liable  to, 
taxation  nnder  the  laws  of  tbe  St»t»  whn^ 
the  same  ia,  or  may  be,  sitoated  or  pocemed, 
AbH  be  exempted  fh>m  the  afbrce^  valnalira 
and  enmneration : " 

It  w«  determined  in  the  negative— yiM  6, 
nayal4,  asfoHows: 

Yus.— Hesmi  Bin^iam,  Foster,  Howard,  L*fl> 
uer,  Lanrance,  and  Noitfa. 


Brown,  Chlpmtm,  Ooodhae,  SB- 

, „_.  ,  ..iiarmora,  liojd,  Martin,  H*MS, 

Paine,  Bwd,  Sedgwidt,  TMawell,  and  T1M7. 


Ixniss,  LaiwdoB,  JiTermon,  I 


On  motion,  by  Ur,  Hiaov,  to  add  tbeibllev- 
log  words  to  toe  end  ri  tbe  e^th  sectioi: 
"  ezoept  sot^  la,  fivm  fixed  inflrmi^  or  bodSy 
disabtU^,  may  be  fneapctble  (tf  labw : " 

It  was  determined  in  tbe  afilrmative— yes*  Hi 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

YnAB.— Meisn^  Howard,  Langdon,  Latimer,  liitt- 
more,  Lloyd,  H^Hin,  iSmloa,  Fidne,  Ssad,  Stdg- 
wi^i,  and  TassweU. 

Nats.— Ueiara.  BinglMm,  Bnmn,  Fester,  Qooi- 
hoe,  HOlbonM,  Laonnce,  North,  and  Traey. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbowk,  to  strike  ootrf 
that  part  of  tbe  eighth  section  which  i**?^ 
the  enumeration  of  slavee  these  words  "'^^ 
tbe  age  of  twelve,  and  mder  the  age  <f  W 
years:"  ,. 

It  was  determined  in  the  neg»ti«— y«as  10, 
nays  II,  as  fbUows : 

YoAO— MeMca.  Bfai^Mn,  Bioira,.Cadpasn,  0m4- 


dbyGoo^le 
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Alt,  ITH.] 


Mi\  BiDhoiua^  lAtimer,  iMnuM,  U^  North, 
tsdSodgwiok. 

N*TS. — Mori.  Foster,  Howard,  Lsngdon,  Lirer- 
Dcn,  Mulin,  Muon,  Pune,  Rud,  Stockton,  Tua- 
«dl,uidTnM7. 

The  report  of  the  eommittoe  hAving  been 
■greed  to,  apd  the  bill  amended  acoordis^I  j, 

Semlad,  That  it  pass  to  th«  third  re«diiig  aa 


MoxDAT,  July  9, 
J<«a  RuTuiuuroRD,  from  tiie  Btate  of  New 
Jtnsy,  attendedL 

Tdudat,  July  8, 
The  Senate  reaomed  the  oondderation  of  the 
rapert  of  tb«  otmunittee  to  whom  waa  rebrred 
dte  bill  to  define  mora  partionlarir  the  crime  of 
bwKHi,  and  to  define  and  pnnidi  the  orlnw  of 
aedilioii ;  and  having  agreed  to  the  report,  the 
bfll  waa  amended  acoorain^y ;  and  the  qncation 
lo  ^ree  to  the  tliird  reading  of  the  bill,  aa 
amended,  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
j«ai  18,  oaja  B,  aa  fbllowa: 

Tua.— Han  Mo^ani,  CUnnaii,  Clntm,  Fos- 
ter, 111 II win,  fDDboiue,  Hmnrd,  Latimsr,  Laorsiioe, 
Lfaomtn,  Mania,  Nofth,  PaiM,  Baad,  Bntbvfoid, 
SedgwU^  Stockton,  and  TraiT. 

I^m — Uttir*.  Andanon,  Bravn,  I^ngdiBi,  Ma- 
am,  andTanwelL 

'WmsxBDAT,  July  4. 

TWotm  and  Sedition. 

BuxioDxmx. 


IT  aTcnaald,  tndnea  or  defame 
z  UmTSD  Sum,  or  any  Court 
I J  dedaiatioiia,  tendii^  to  emal- 
BBtB  tbdl  motirai  in  anj  offldal  tranaactiaa :' 

It  wM  determined  in  the  ni^tiTe — ^jreas  8, 
B^i  IS,  aa  fbllowa : 

Tua. — Itaara.  Andsnao,  bown,  Honrd,  Lang' 
In,  Kartin,  Maaon,  North,  and  Ttmrall. 

Sai*. — Hcaan.  Chipman,  Clajtao,  Foater,  Qood- 
ba,  HillVp*— ,  lathnar,  Ijsnraiioe,  livermore, 
Uord.  Paine,  BMd,  Bnthei&rd,  Sadgwic^  SCoiitui, 
aadl^KT- 

On  motioii  to  exptmge  the  whole  of  the  ieotmd 
HcdoB  reported  by  the  committee,  tn  the  words 
iiQowing: 

■■  Sec:  S.  And  i4  A  flatitr  eaaOei,  Hut  If  anj 
pcnoa  ifaaD,  bj  maj  UbeiloDi  or  Kandalom  Writing, 


irintii^  j-MiJiing,  or  qieaUag,  badn 
&e  LtffJtatB  qt  the  Tailed  Statei,  bj  M 

Lndaton,  ic 
tt  bj  nMtira 


IS  thereof  Oiat  the  aid 
g  anj  law,  wai  indocod  tbare- 

_  ,_, , to  the  MDHitutlon,  or  llbertiet 

^UppiD(«aortbepeo|delbeieof;  i«  thiH,  In  man- 
iw  afocMaid,  Induce  or  defame  the  FKaaitaBT  of 
mL'xfnm  SrATKaorai^CoiirtorJadge  thereof;  by 
VhrrtffiH  tauDiv  to  eiiminata  6uii  motiTei,  in 


bj  uopriwnunsnt,  not  exoeediag  two  Tsara : ' 

It  waa  determined  in  the  negative — jeas  ft, 
nays  18,  aa  taUowa: 

Ykai. — HsMni  Andanoo,  Brown,  Howard,  Lanp 
dOD,  HauD,  and  TuBweD.     ■ 

Natb.— H««an.  Chipnum,  Chiton,  Fotter,  Ooo^ 
hne,  Qraene,  HUlhoiue,  Latimer,  Latiranra,  tivei- 
more,  Ui^  Hartin,  Vv/ttii,  Fum,  Read,  Bnthur- 
ibrd,  Sedgid^  Stookton,  and  Tracy. 

The  qneation  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bDl 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  IB, 
najH  e,  as  follows : 

YwiAM^-Mtma.  Chipman,  Clayton,  Foater,  Oood- 
hne,  OrsfiDe,  UUIhoiue,  Latimer,  Lamwioe,  livei- 
moM,  Uoyd,  Martin,  North,  PaicKs  Bead,  BtiOira- 
ford,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  and  Traoy. 

So  it  was  KMoItwL  That  this  bill  poas;  that 
it  be  engrossed ;  and  that  Uie  title  thereof  be 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  aot 
for  the  ponisbment  of  certain  orimes  againat 
the  United  States.'" 

WsiunaDAT,  July  IJ, 

The  bill  for  enoooraging  the  cdptnre  ofFrendi 
armed  veaselfi,  by  armed  ships  or  venels  owned 
by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  waa 
read  tlie  third  time ;  and  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  was  determined  in  the  affirmative—yeas  14, 
nays  4,  as  follows : 

TUB, — Me«an.  Anderaon,  Bingham,  Cldpmsn, 
Ooodhne,  Oreene,  HiUhouM,  Latiniar,  Lanranca^ 
Uvennon,  Martin,  North,  fains,  Bead,  Sedgwiok, 
Stockton,  and  Trac?.  ' 

N*nL— Measa,  Brown,  iMUgSai,  Hason,  andXai^ 
weU. 

So  it  waa  .SMfflMd,  That  tiiia  bill  pass:  thotit 
be  engrossed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 
aot  for  enoonra^ng  the  capture  of  French  armed 
vsaaels,  by  armed  ahipe  or  vessels  owned  by  a 
dtizen  or  dtizena  ol  toe  United  Stotea." 

Thubbdat,  J^oly  12. 

The  Benate  rwumed  the  third  nading  of  the 
Ull,  eatitied  "An  act  maUng  farther  a|^>ro- 
pristitms  fi>r  the  additional  Naval  Armament ; " 
and  the  question  on  the  final  potaage  of  the  bUl, 
as  ameoaed,  was  determined  m  the  affirmative 
— ^yeas  IS,  nays  8,  as  fbllowB: 

Ykul — HsMTs.  Bin^am,  OupnuD,  Clayton,  Fos- 
ter, Goodlme,  Qfeens,  HillhnniSi  Latimer,  Lannnicit 
livomine,  Martin,  Nwth,  F^na,  Band,  Bntfaaiford, 
Sedgwiok,  Stockton,  and  Tiaoy. 

^ra.— Meurt.  Andarson,  Mam,  and  TaMWtIL 

So  it  was  Boohed,  That  this  bill  do  pus  M 


FBiDa.T,  July  18. 

Mr.  Bbad,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wM 

referred  the  MIL  sent  fi^nn  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 

sentativea,  entitled  "  An  act  providiDg  fbr  the 
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SbutkI 


r,  17» 


ennmeratloii  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Btate^"  reported  the  bill  without  ameodment. 

On  motion,  by  Ur.  LivxBifOBK,  to  postpone 
the  ftirther  consideration  of  thia  bill  to  the  next 
Besidon  of  Oongresa,  it  wae  detennined  in  the 
■fflrmstiTe — yeas  11,  nays  7. 

The  following  Keaeage  was  reoelved  from  the 
PxBsiDKBT  or  TBI  UsiixD  Btatu  : 

Oemllimai  ofAe  Stiuitt  .- 

A  nsolntion  of  both  Hotuei  of  Congrsi^  iiithorii- 
ing  ao  a4)°iuiiiiiant  on  Monday,  the  1^  of  thii 
month,  hat  bsea  laid  befon  m«.  Seoiible  of  the  m- 
TOiity  oT  tbs  Krvico  in  ■>  long  a  nuiaii,  it  is  niib 
great  reluctance  that  I  find  my  self  obliged  to  oBto 
any  consideratiau  which  mar  operate  against  tha  in- 
clination or  the  msmben ;  bnt  wrtam  meomrea  of 
ExemtiTe  anthority  irbidi  wSl  rsqnin  the  cooii- 
dention  of  tite  Senate,  and  which  cannot  be  matur- 
ed, in  all  probability,  before  Monday  or  Toeiday, 
oblige  me  to  reqneet  of  the  Senate  that  they  would 
ooDfaune  their  leailou  until  Wednesday  w  Tbnnday. 
JOHN  ADAMS. 

Unias  Srun,  j^  18, 170S. 


UoxsAT,  J0I7  10. 

The  Senate  took  intooonnderationtlie  report 
oftheoommittee  to  whom  was  referred  t^e  Mes- 
sage of  the  Pbbsidkht  or  the  UNmn  Sutba 
of  the  18th  instant,  and  which  is  as  follows ; 

"  Tlkat  a%  In  the  o^nion  of  the  Panmnrr,  o 


ooniidentioD  of  die  Senate,  and  which .. 

oiBtnTed  before  MMday  or  Tneeday,  it  i«  the  opiidon 
of  tbe  committee,  that  the  Senate  ihoold  ai^jomn  in 
their  EieonliTe  oapacl^  to  meet  to-monow  at  tha 


'  Senate  Chamber,  at  ten  o'oloak  in  the  fotenom,  mi 
EMOnlin  bonneu.'* 

And  the  report  was  adopted. 

A  message  mim  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  t£e  Senate,  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pelated a  Joint  oommittee  on  their  part  to  wait 
on  the  PBEsmnrT  or  thx  TTbitu)  Sram,  and 
notify  him,  tliat,  nnlees  be  may  have  any  forthar 
oommnnioationa  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Oongresa,  they  ore  ready  to  a^joDm ;  and  de- 
sire the  ^ipointment  of  a  oommittee  on  tbe  part 
of  the  Senate, 

The  Senate  took  into  oonsideration  tUs  Rsty 
Intion  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives. 

EeioUtd^  That  Hiey  do  ooncnr  ther^  and 
that  Means.  OHmuH  and  OxsKin  be  tlia  oom- 
mittee on  tbe  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  OmPHAM  reported,  from  the  Joint  oom- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  nmiDDn 
or  THi  triOTKD  Statu,  who  infbnned  them 
that  he  had  nothing  farther  to  oommnnicate  te 
Oongress,  eioept  what  might  remit  from  tbs 
last  enrolled  bill  now  nnder  his  conrideratioii. 

Ordered,  That  the  Beorelary  aoqntdnt  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  therewith ;  and  that 
the  Senates  having  finished  the  Legislative  bn- 
sinees  before  them,  are  about  to  a4j°°™- 

A  tnsasage  trata  the  Honae  St  Represat- 
atives  informed  the  Senate^  that  the  House  bsT- 
ing  finished  the  bmineea  before  them,  are  abont 
to  B^oam  to  the  flnt  Konda^  in  Deoonber 
nexL 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  oonmderalioD 
of  Ezeontive  bosinesB— after  which. 

The  PsBsiDnrr  declared  the  Senate,  so  &r  as 
respects  its  L^islattve  ftmotioiifl,  a^oomedto 


its  Execntive  oapadty,  n 
ii^  at  ten  o'clook. 


libed;  and,^ 


EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 


TuKSDaz,  July  17, 1798. 
Agreeably  to  the  a^onmment  ai  yeaterday, 
as  stated  at  large  in  the  Le^ilalive  prooeedings, 
the  Senate  assembled. 


Thiodobx  Sedowiox,  President  pro  iMiywra, 
from  the  State  of  Uassaohnsetta. 

BiKJAMiN  GooDBux,  from  Maaaaohnsetta. 

Nathanikl  OmPHAK,  ft-om  Vermont. 

Jaus  TThubt  and  Ukiah  1^01,  from  Oon- 
neoticDt. 

Thkodobi  Foam  and  Rat  OmoNa,  from 
Bhode  Island. 

John  Lavbanoi  and  Wiluah  ITobth,  from 
Hew  York. 

JoBR  RtiTHXRroBD,  from  Kew  Jersey. 

IFiLLiAjt  BraaEAji,  from  Pennsylvania. 


Hksxt  Latdixb,  from  D^ware. 

John  £.  Howajui,  from  Uorylaiul. 

HnrxT  Taekwkll,  from  Yirginiik 

John  Bbown,  fhim  Kentnokj. 

Joseph  AKDusox.frtm  Tenneonee. 

Ai.BXABi>KB  Uastik  from  ITfVth  Oardina. 

Jacob  Rzas,  from  Soath  Oandi&a. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  sitminons,  direct- 
ed to  the  Senators  of  the  Unit«d  States,  reapeet- 
ivdj,  be  entered  on  the  Joamala : 

TU  Fmidaa  ^  ilm  Undtd  Suau  ta ,  AbmV 

/or  Aa  BtaU  ff 
Cerlain  matter*  touching  the  pnbUo  good,  itqnliing 
that  theaeeaioD  of  die  Senate,  f^  Ezccatlve  bo^MH,    . 
■honld  be  conthmed,  and  that  tbe  members  thneol 
■honld  convene  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  day  of  Jalj, 
init,  yon  are  desired  to  attend  at  the  Senate  Chan- 
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ia,  m  Pkaa^pliU,  on  that  d>y,  U  ten  o'dook  in 
in  finaoon,  tten  ud  then  to  reoura  tai  deliberKte 
OS  iocb  oaauaimlcatiaiu  u  ilmll  be  mwla  to  70Q  od 

JOHN  ADAM£L 
UnBD  Srina^  Algr  16,  lT9a 

WzinnaDXT,  Jnlj  18. 
The  foUoiriiig  MesMge  was  received  friMn  the 
t^EsmiBT  OT  iHK  Uhttzd  Statxs  : 

CwAuM  ^(ia  Aewtt  .■ 

Bdieting  ttmt  tbo  httsT  raoaired  Ai*  morning  ftnrn 
GoBil  WaihiDElaD,  vQlgii«bif^»tiibctioD  tothe 
State,  I  buuoilt  them  k  cop^  ofit,  udooiwrmnilatc 
Uko  ud  &t  poblie  on  thii  great  Bmit — the  Gene- 
nTt  aouptuKD  of  bia  qipointmsat  u  Limtenant  Qe- 
nnlaDdCaaiiBuder-in-ChierrftlM  AnnT. 

JOHN  AbAMS. 
Dnom  9una,  A^  IT,  179a 

Monn  Vkbxon,  Ju^  IS,  1T9& 
DUM  Sn:  IluJ  Um  honor,  on  the  erenlng  oT  the 
lltLiuituit,  tonoeiTe&om  the  handj  of  the  Secn- 
tMij  at  War.  joor  faror  of  tfae  Tth,  anuaoncing  that 
jaa  End,  with  the  adrice  and  conwnt  oF  the  Senate, 
^fKtnted  me  Ueot^nant  General  and  Commander- 
b-Chicf  of  an  the  armies  railed  or  to  he  Tueed  for 
'  :e  of  the  United  StMea. 

J  iffbcted  I  am 

1  wbieh  jm 

[imca^on  ;   at  the  nme  time  I  most 

not  naireal  fion  joa  mj  eameitwiihthatthe  choice 

hid&llenaponaiiianleMdecIInedmfean,  and  better 

^DaBfied  to  encoimter  the  nenal  TiciiiiitDdea  of  war. 

Yoa  know,  dr,  what  ealenlaljon  I  had  made  rela- 

>  to  tfae  pnibaUe  ooorae  of  ereute  on  mj  retiring 

~  '   'le  detBrmiDatlMlIhadoaI■oledln7- 


&1la  ciAoe,aod  tl 

vlf  with,  of  doBi  _ 

ptcmt  peaccfnl  ^iode  ;  joa  wiU, 

toa  to  oeDceiTe  and  affnoate  tlie  aeneatioaa  I  mnit 

hare  "[—*«"•»■<  to  bring  mj  mind  to  an;  conclnnon 

iliat  woold  pl«<lge  me,  at  so  late  a  period  of  lile,  to 

lean  Kcnee  I  nneereW  lore,  to  enter  apon  the  bound- 

lea  field  of  poUio  actun,  inoeaut  troabis,  and  high 


ii  *n  DM  poedble  for  ma  to  remain  ignorant  af,  or 
iadilfereut  to,  recent  transactiaDi.  The  eondnet  «T 
tte  DifedoryefFranee  towards  onr  CMmt^  ;  their 
wdinoT  hoetili^  to  ite  GoTetsmeat;  ih^Tarioai 
inedoea  to  withdraw  tbe  aflMaom  of  the  pei^  Aom 
it  J  the  eridoit  Untitacj  at  tbrir  acta  and  thoae  <k 
tfatir  aMta  to  ocuntenanee  and  InTigorate  oppou- 
tiM;  tbeir  dinepard  of  nlemii  tieatie*  and  the  laws 
of  eations ;  their  war  upon  our  defenoeleu  com- 

;    tfaeir  treatmeot  of  our  miniiteii  of  peace  ; 

~~  ' di,  amonntiiig  to  tribnle  {  could  not 

1  me  oorroqiondiag  sentdments  with 


re  ctndiaify  mrcta  of  the 
m*  of  yoor  Admiidstratio 


re  me,  tdr, 
ise  and 
They 
oB^it  to  ini|ai«  naimaal  coDfidenea ;  and  will,  no 
ia^  «oiab^ed  with  the  itate  of  things,  call  fhnn 
Ceagreas  aM^i  laws  and  meant  ■■  will  enable  jon  to 
wet  dia  (all  fiwoe  and  extent  of  the  eriiia 

getafled,  tberefin^  that  yon  have  nncanij  wished 

Mid  eadeaimd  lo  amt  war,  and  exhaoKed,  to  the 

Imi  iiBp,  At  ciq>  of  reeoncniBtion,  we  can  with  pan 

kmta  upeal  to  B^Ton  tat  the  jutioa  of  am  oanie, 

y«.IL— M 


and  may  oonfidently  tnut  the  final  rendt  totbatkiod 
ProTideoce  who  has  heretofore,  and  so  often,  signallj 
favoted  the  people  of  these  United  Stats*. 

Thinking  in  this  manner,  and  feeling  how  locom- 
bent  It  ii  Dpon  every  person,  of  every  description, 
to  contribute  nt  all  times  to  his  coontiT'i  welfaie, 
and  especlallj  in  a  moment  like  the  present,  vhen 
every  thing  we  hold  dear  and  sacred  is  so  seriously 
threBtened,  I  have  finally  determined  to  accept  the 
oommiision  of  Commaoder-in.Chier  of  the  Annies  of 
the  United  States  ;  with  the  reierTe  only  that  I  shall 
not  be  called  into  the  field  nntil  the  Army  tt  in  a  «- 
toation  to  require  my  preeence,  or  it  becomes  indis- 
pensable by  the  nigenoy  of  drcnmstauces. 

Id  making  this  resemtioa,  1  beg  it  to  be  nnder* 
■bwd,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  withhold  any  aaaistanoa 
to  arrange  and  organize  the  Army,  wfaidi  yon  nay 
think  I  can  aSbrd.  I  take  the  liberty  also  to  men- 
tion, that  I  must  decline  having  mj  acceptance  oon- 
sidered  aa  drawing  aAer  it  any  immediate  ohaige 
upon  the  pDbli<\  or  that  I  can  receive  any  emoln- 
meets  annexed  to  the  appointmentj  before  entering 
into  a  ritnatirai  to  inonr  expense. 

The  Secretary  of  War  be^g  anxious  to  return  to 
tfae  seat  t^Oovennieitt^  I  have  detained  him  no  long- 
er than  was  neoesauy  to  a  Aill  eominnniaation  apm 
the  Mveral  p^ts  he  had  In  charge. 

With  very  great  respect  and  CMudderatiou,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  dear  air,  yonr  moat  obedient  and 
humUe  servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
*   Joan  Aiiiiia,/V(M(feat^lle  rauWfitafat. 

The  Uessoge  and  letter  were  read,  and  five 
hondred  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  piinted  f<^ 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 


0/  Oe  Smale  : 

ate  Alexander  Hamilton,  of  Hew  ToA,  to 

be  Inspector  General  of  the  Army,  with  the  rank  (4 

Major  OeneraL 
Charles  Cotesworth  Piuckney,  of  South  CaroUoa, 

to  be  a  Major  GeneraL 

Henry  Knox,  of  Hassochtiaetta,  to  be  a  Major  Gen- 
Henry  Lee,  of  Tiiginia,  to  bo  a  Major  General  of 

file  Provisional  Army. 

Edward  Hand,  of  Pannaylwda,  to  be  a  Mqor  Gen- 
eral of  the  FiDTidoDal  Army. 
John  Brooks,  of  Maisarhnsetts,  to  be  a  Brigadier 

GeneraL 

William   Woehington,   of  SoDth  Cartdina,  to  be  a 

Brigadier  General. 

Jonathaa  Dayton,  of  New  Jereey,  to  be  a  Brigadier 

William  Steveus  South,  of  New  York,  to  be  Adjo- 
tant  General,  with  the  rank  (^Brigadier  GeneraL 

Ebenezer  Hnntington,  of  ComaeeUent,  to  be  a  Bri- 
gadier General  of  the  Provlalonal  Army, 

Anthony  Walton  White,  to  be  a  Brigadier  General 
of  the  Pravislonal  Army. 

Wlliam  RicbordsoD  Davie,  of  North  Carolina,  to 
be  a  Brigadier  General  of  the  Provisional  Army. 

John  Sevier,  of  Tenneiaee,  to  be  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral of  the  Provisional  Army. 

James  Craik,  of  Virginia,  to  be  Pbyaioian  General 
cf  the  Amy. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Jdlt  is,  1798, 
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The  MeasBge  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
oocsideratioD. 

The  following  Uenaga  wu  receired  from  the 
FBBfiiDKNi  or  THE  Urited  BiiTta : 


91  o^da  StK^e ! 
I  DoinliuUa  Williim  Wlndar,  of  IbijlMni,  to  be 
Acoonntut  of  the  Naiir, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Jin-T  IB,  1796. 

Tkdbsdat,  July  19. 

The  Senate  took  into  oonnderation  tbe  Ifea- 
■Bge  of  the  PaBSTDBXT  or  thi  IJinTKD  States, 
of  the  18th  initaot^aod  the  nomination  oon- 
tamed  therein,  of  William  Winder,  to  ofBoe. 
Whereupon, 

BetolTcdy  That  thej  do  advise  and  consent  to 
the  appointment  agraeablj  to  the  nomination. 

Ordered,  That  the  Seoretar  j  la;  this  reflation 
before  the  Pbkbicknt  or  th«  UmrKD  Statbh. 

The  Senate  took  Into  oonsideralion  the  Mes- 
aage  of  the  Pbcstdbki  ov  the  United  Statu, 
of  the  18th  instant,  and  the  nominations  oon- 
tained  therwi,  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and 
others,  to  military  n>poiiitanent.    Wherenpon, 

BmiBtd,  That  they  do  advise  and  consent 
to  tbe  appotntmeata,  agreeably  to  the  nomina- 
tions, re^«ctiTely ;  except  to  that  of  William 
Sterens  Smith,  of  New  York,  to  be  A^otant 

General,  irith  the  rank  of  Brigi  "  "  " ' 

to  whi(^  tbOT  do  not  advise  and 


M.  [JDI.T,  iTse 

Ori^red,  That  Mr.  Bqioham  and  Ur.  Lao- 

jiOE  be  a  oonnnitt«e  to  wait  on  the  PBxat- 
DKNT  or  THE  United  Statbb,  and  notify  him, 
ihei,  having  finished  the  Execative  hnsinees  be- 
fore them,  they  are  ready  to  a^jonm,  nnlesa  ha 
may  have  any  ftuther  matten  for  their  oonsi- 
deration. 

Hr.  BiNoKAK  reported,  from  the  oommittee 
last  mentioned,  that  the  Pbibidznt  ov  thk 
United  States  informed  them  that  he  had  a 
fbrtber  cominmiicstion  to  make  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Meeaage  waa  received  from  the 
Pbkidbnt  oe  the  Ukitxd  Statu: 


<^Ae  Smalt : 
I  nomiiiala  William  North,  (J  New  ToA,  lobeAd- 
JDtent  G«iural  itf  the  Axaij,  withtha  rank  of  Biiga- 
diarQeoenl 

JOHK  ADAMS. 
OniTED  Sum,  Jafy  19, 1T98. 

The  Uessage  waa  read. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  nnanimona  con- 
sent, to  disp««ise  vrlth  the  nil&  and  that  tbe  sud 
nomination  be  now  conddereo.    Whereupon, 

Btiohed,  That  they  do  advise  and  consent  to 
the  appointment,  agreeably  to  the  nomioatJiMt. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  1^  this  reeolntira 
before  the  FBumssi  or  tbe  Ubited  Btatei. 
Wherenpon, 

The  PBsaiDxiiT  adjourned  the  Senate  to  the 
first  Vonday  In  December  next,  to  meet  in  thii 
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PBOOEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


MovDAT,  November  18,  17Q?. 
Thii  beins  the  iaj  appdnted  hf  l&w  for  the 
latiiig  of  Oon^eea,  the  Honse  o{  lUmresenbt' 


in  Qieii  Chamber,  and  the  fol- 
aoBwered  to  their  namee, 


iV«M  Siev  Sampthire. — Asm.  FonxB. 

^om  MtmaehutetU.  —  Stephen'  BnxooK, 
SucuKL  Lnuir,  Johs  Rbad,  Wui^iam  Bbxfabd, 
GioaaB  Thatohkb,  Joseph  B.  V^ssmt,  and 
PwiMa  Wadbwobth. 

AWW      OMMMBtioUt— JOHW     AlXDT,     JOBHUA 

CoiT,  Boan  Obibwold,  and  Natbasibl  Bkith. 

AvM  Jftw  Fork  —  LtjoAB  Ei^aamoKPH, 
Hbkt  OLxn,  Jonathan  S.  Hatenb,  Hceeeiah 
L  HoofKB,  JoHB  £.  Tajt  Aixen,  and  John 
Whauio. 

JVwai  Nem  Jerttf. — Jovathait  DATTcnr, 
(Spealar,)  and  Tbohas  SonnoxMnF. 

iVwaa  P«tmiyIranM. — Jobs  Ohafkait,  Al- 
— t  GALLAmi,  Thomas  Hastut,  and  Joks 


JVww  Marffhnd. — Qkobsk  Bakr,  jnnior, 
TouAX  Cbaie,  Gbobsk  Dbst,  and  Biohabd 
Gntoo,  JopioT- 

Fnm  Thvumo.— John  Dawson,  D.  Houob, 
JAxn  V*nuiB  Dahikl  McheAN,  and  Anthont 

Jarfi  ffarwiHW. — ^1Catth«w  Looks,  Naxhas- 
m  Maooh,  and  Biohabd  Staiivobi>. 

Srmtk  QnvUma. — Bobxbt  Goodlok  Eabfkb, 
mi  Jom  BunxDSK,  Junior. 

B«*flraliMrwmemben,to'wit:  Isaac  Parkxb, 
frm  HaMachtuetts ;  Thomas  TnxixaHAn',  re- 
tamed  to  serre  as  a  member  of  this  House,  for 
tfae  State  <a  Rhode  Island,  in  the  room  of  Elishs 
E.  Fott^,  who  has  resigned  his  seat;  and 
Tiuuji  EoiroND,  retoTOed  to  serye  in  this 
Hons^  as  a  member  for  Oonneotiont,  in  the 
room  of  Janiea  Davenport,  deoeaaed,  appeared, 
pn)diM«d  thdr  oredentdals,  and  took  their  seats 
htheBoHa. 

Bat  a  ffDonim  of  the  whole  nnmber  not  bdng 
piMMil,  HM  HoQsa  a^Joomed  until  to-monow 
an  o'doec. 


TunnAT,  November  14. 

Beveral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Uss- 
saohnsette,  Habbiboii  G,  Otis;  from  Rhode 
Island,  Ohkistofbu  G.  Obaxi-un  ;  from  Oon- 
nenticnt,  Bakdel  W.  Dana  and  Chatth'oxt 
Goodbior;  from  Vermont,  Matthbw  Ltos; 
^m  FennsjlTsnia,  Blaib  MoClkkachan  and 
RioHAKD  Thomas;  from  Delaware,  Jaiob  A. 
Baiabd  ;  from  Vir^nia,  Biohabd  Bbkbt  ;  from 
North  Oarolina,  Robbbt  Wiujams  ;  from  8on& 
Carolina,  Willlam  Suth  ;  and  from  Georgia, 
Abbarjic  Baldwin,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  Eonse. 

But  a  qnornm  of  the  whole  nmnher  not 
being  present,  the  House  a^joomed  tmtil  to- 
morrow monuDg,  eleven  o'clock. 

■Wbdnbsdat,   November  16. 

Several  other  membcfs,  to  wit :  from  New 
Jersey,  Jambs  H.  Iklat  ;  fttim  Pennsylvania, 
William  Fddlat  ;  and  frvm  Uaijland,  Wil> 
LtAM  Hirhmait,  appeared,  and  took  th^  seats 
in  the  Honse. 

And  a  qnorom,  consistiiig  of  a  n^joritv  of 
the  whole  nnmber,  being  present,  the  oatti  to 
sapport  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United  States 
was  administered,  hj  Hr.  Bpbaxeb,  to  the  fol- 
lowing new  members,  to  wit  i 

IsAAo  Pasexb,  Thomas  TiLURSHAffr,  and 
'WaxiAM  Edmond,  who  took  their  seats  in  the 
House  on  Monday  last. 

A  message  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  to 
inform  them  that  a  qnornm  of  the  House  ts 
assembled,  and  were  ready  to  prooeed  to  bnsl- 


Thdbbdai,  November  16. 
Bever^  other  members,  to  wit :  frotn  Ver- 
mont, Lbwis  R.  Honnia ;  ftam  New  York, 
Jamb  Oooebax,  and  Edwabd  LrmiosTON; 
frvm  Virgil^  Uatthbw  Olat,  Thomas  Evaxb, 
Waltbb  JoNsa,  Abbam  Tbios,  and  John  Tmoe ; 
and   trom    North   Carolina,   Wiluah  Babex 
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Qbotx,  ^ipearad,  and  took  their  Kite  in  the 


FB1D1.T,  November  lY. 

Two  other  members,  to  vit :  from  Nev  Jor- 

sej,  M.ISZ  Thohbon;  and  from  PemuylvaDift, 

John  A.  HumA,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats 

in  the  House. 

ilosDAT,  November  30. 
Several  other  members,  to  witi  from  New 
Hampshire,  Jokatrin  Fbibmui  and  William 
GoBDOK ;  from  New  Jersev,  James  ScsnnEKAH ; 
from  Mu7Und,  William  Matthiws;  and  from 
Vir^^i^  Abbakam  Ybnablb,  appeared,  and 
took  tbeir  seats  in  the  Honse. 

Tdwdat,  November  H. 
Several  other  memi>ers,  to  wit :  from  Uaa- 
saohnsetts,  Dwioht  Fobtkk  ;  from  New  York, 
Pmup  Van  Oobtlamdt  ;  and  from  Ylrginia, 
Oabtkb  B.  Habbibox,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  Hona& 

WiDNEBDAT,  November  83. 
Two   other   members,   to   wit :  from   Penn- 
Bjlvania,  David  Babd,  and  Bamuxl  SrniBXAvas, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Thusbdat,  NovemiMT  S8, 
Two  new  merabera,  to  wit:  William  0.  0. 
CLAmoBUB,  from  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and 
Thomas  Fihcckbt,  retnmed  to  serve  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Eoose  for  tiie  State  of  Sonth  Oaro- 
Bna,  in  the  room  of  William  Smith,  appointed 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Ooort  of  Lisbon,  appeared,  prodnoed  their 
credentials,  and  took  tiieir  seats  in  the  Ilonse ; 
the  oath  to  snpport  the  Constitation  of  the 
United  States  being  first  administered  to  thei 
by  Mr.  Speakss,  according  to  law. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit;  from  Virginia, 
Thomas  Olaibobhk  and  Jobw  Oloptok,  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seate  in  the  Honse. 

The  honr  of  twelve  b«ng  near  at  hand,  the 
Sfbakbb  ennonnoed  it,  and  a  message  was  — 
to  the  Senate  to  inform  tliein  that  the;  i 
met,  and  ready  to  receive  the  oommonicationa  of 
the  Pbisidint  or  thx  URrrsD  States,  sgreeabl; 
to  his  appointment 

The  members  of  the  Senate  attended  aooord- 
ingly,  and  abont  a  quarter  after  twelve  the 
Pbbbidkmt  or  thi  UtnrxD  States  (after  viriling 
the  Senate  Ohamber)  entered  the  House,  ao- 
oompanied  by  his  Secretary  and  the  Heads  of 
Departxoenta,  and  being  seated,  rose  and  de- 
livered the  following  AddreM.  (See  Senate 
tt.) 


Having  oonolnded  his  Speech,  and  dslivered 
copies  of  it  to  the  Prsbideiit  pro  tem.  of  the 
Senate,  and  to  the  Sfbaxkb  of  the  Honee  i^ 
Kepresentaldvee,  the  Pbebidkht  retired,  the 
Spukbb  resumed  the  chair,  and  Qie  Emm 
bting  oome  to  order,  he,  as  nsual,  read  th« 
Speech  from  the  ohur.  This  hdng  done,  on 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  a  Comnuttee  of  the 
whole  House,  and  mode  the  order  for  to-mor- 

w.    It  was  ordered  also  to  be  printed. 

UoiiDAT,  November  37. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  Bailet  BAKTunt, 
retnmed  to  serve  in  this  HooBe  as  a  member 
for  Hasgachnsetts,  in  the  place  of  TheophiloB 
Bradborv.  who  has  resigned  his  Beat,  ^ipeared, 
modooea  ois  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Hotue ;  the  oath  to  snpport  the  Oonatitntion  ot 
States  being  first  administered  te 
him  by  Mr.  Sfeakxb,  according  to  law. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Mt»- 
aachnsetts,  Samusl  Saw  all  ;  from  New  Tork, 
Datid  Bbooxb  ;  from  Maryland,  Jomr  DRKNts ; 
from  Vir^ia,  Jomr  Nicholas  and  Josiab 
Pabkks;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Thomas 
BLotTDT,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

Addreu  to  the  Preridenl. 

Mr.  One,  trom  the  committee  appcdnted  to 
draft  an  Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech  of 
the  President  op  the  UxrrBD  States,  reported 
the  following,  which  was  twice  read,  and  refer- 

■  ■  lOomroitteeof  the  Whole  for  to-morrow: 
While  onr  syiapathy  i>  excited  by  the  iMenl 
nffgiingl  of  the  cititenj  of  Philadelphia,  we  putid- 
pata  fa)  the  utubotiOD  irMcb  yon  are  pleand  lo  etr 
pnu,  thmt  (he  duration  of  the  late  calami^  nt  W 
limited,  as  to  render aiinec«iiM7  the  axpaaMandlK- 
coDTenlenoe  that  wonid  have  been  IncidNit  to  the  ant> 
Tsntian  of  Ccmgren  in  another  plaoa  i  and  «•  ih  " 
readily  attend  to  eveiy  <^""' ' '  -'""■' 


It  oTtheU* 


at  the  nat  of  OotenimaDt. 

In  lamsQtiDg  the  inereAM  of  the  Injniiei  oflbndto 
the  persoQi  oS  jaoperty  of  onr  oitJEens  at  ecA,  we 
grateftilly  acknowledge  the  oontianBaoB  of  iourio 
tnuiqnillity,  aoil  theatjenduitbleenngsaf  whicb  yni 
remind  lu,  as  eUeviationi  of  then  &tal  eflbob  of  is- 
joitlce  and  vtolenoe. 

WhsttTer  may  be  the  reiiiltof  the  n^isan  to  die 
French  Rqnblio,  yonr  eariy  aud  nui&mi  attaohmant 
to  the  intweit  cf  onr  oooDtcy ;  yoor  irapoctaot  Kt- 
vioea  in  the  •tmggle  for  iti  ind^Mndeiioe,  and  ymr 
noeeaiing  ex^tions  for  ita  welfare,  afturd  no  rotNn  to 
doubt  of  the  onoerity  of  your  eilbrt*  to  coadoct  Ibe 
negotiation  to  a  nuxwrafiU  conclneion,  on  tncfa  teimf 
u  may  be  oompatjble  witb  the  nioty,  hcmor,  and 
interert  of  the  United  States.  We  liave  alio  a  firm 
rclUnce  apoD  the  enei^  and  nnanimity  at  the  peo- 
ple of  Oieae  States,  in  the  anertion  of  &tit  ligbts. 
and  on  Uielr  determination  to  eiart,  tipon  all  proper 
occasions,  their  ample  rSKnicces  in  proridlng  for  ibe 
na(i<mAl  dsftnee. 

The  Impoitanoe  of  comnMroe,  aad  lt«  beDefidal  in- 
fltunce  npon  agricultani,  aiti,  and  manKfaotims,  have 
been  veil&ed  In  the  growth  and  piaapeHty  of  va 
oonntry.     b  la  eM&tUIly  ooDMOtwl  wMh  die  other 
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gnUiottnaU  oTtbe  commimi^.  TIk7  miut  flooriih 
wd  declinB  together  ;  kml  while  tha  sxtaodoa  of  oar 
BaiigUion  mud  trade  natnnllj  eidlea  the  je&looi;, 
ud  tempt!  the  aTarice  oT  othar  oationa,  ws  ua 
tnul;  pemudod,  that  Che  Domecoiu  uid  deKrving 
daa  of  dtiniiu  enffand  in  thase  punnita,  and  depen- 
dant OQ  them  for  uieir  anbu^aoce,  hu  a  strong  and 
indiipiitable  el^m  to  onr  inpport  and  protac^o. 

"nta  delay  of  tbe  Spaniab  officer)  to  Iblfil  tha  treatj 
outii^widi  Hla  CathoUe  Hqertf  ia  a  Mni«e  of  deep 
npM.  Ve  lean,  howner,  with  ntWkotioil,  that 
joa  alill  indulge  hopei  of  lemorlng  tha  objeetiooq 
■Udi  have  been  made  to  V*  execnUon.  and  dat  yon 
ban  cmtiinied  in  readinais  to  receive  the  po>(>.  Dl*- 
poaed  to  perform,  with  fideUty,  onr  national  engage- 
manta,  wa  ahaQ  iiufit  npon  tha  tame  jnatioa  flnm 
efiian  which  we  exerciae  towardi  them. 

Our  abhaTTcsoe  oaonot  be  too  atronglj  eipieaaed  of 
dw  intrfnaa  of  foreign  agenta  to  aliramte  tha  affec- 
tkna  of  &a  btfian  nationi,  and  to  rania  them  to  sots 
efboidiity  ag^mt  die  United  Stalea  No  maani  in 
oar  power  ahoold  be  omitted  of  proriding  For  the  >np- 
imiaiiiB  of  aoch  eroel  praotioea,  and  for  tha  adaqnate 
pantduDent  of  thatr  atroclooa  anthora. 

UpoD  die  odter  tntaeatingmtdaett  notleed  In  yotir 
Adding  wa  ahaU  baMow  the  leqidalte  attention.  To 
puuiti  ioTioIate  die  pnblSc  faith,  by  proridinff  for 
the  dna  aieention  of  our  tieadaa ;  to  tudemail^  thosa 
^»  may  Iutb  jutt  cloima  to  leCrilnition  npon  the 
Cniled  States  for  enenaea  inmrred  in  defen^ng  the 
praperty  and  ralieTlng  the  neceadtiea  of  our  nofor- 
tsaate  Mlow-4atiamt ;  to  guard  againit  eradoaa  of 
dw  Ian  intended  to  aeeme  advantage!  to  the  naTJ- 
gation  of  onr  own  venela;  and  aqpedally,  toprayeot, 
by  all  poaaibli  meaaa,  an  nmwcanary  awomiilatlan 
of  the  public  debt,  are  dotie!  wUoh  we  abidl  andearor 
to  keifi  in  view,  and  diachaige  with  aaudoi^. 

Wa  lagaid,  with  great  aniie^,  die  ""g"'"  and 
porteotoua  litoatioii  of  the  priodpal  powen  of  En- 
mpa.  It  wai  to  be  derontly  wished  that  the  United 
States  mnola  from  thia  Mat  of  war  and  dlaoord ; 
la  lighta  of 
I  axafl  diem- 

■ebw*  of  Ibeir  Batnral  leeouwea,  mi^  be  permitted 
tn  bohtdd  tba  aoeoea  which  deaolate  that  qnartar  of 
dia  ^obe  with  only  dun  ijmpathetio  amotion!  which 
an  nsiDial  V>  the  Imei*  of  peace  and  (Handi  of  the 
''  "  '    «  arv  led  by  erenta  to  aaaociate 

a  of  tha  dangen   which 
peace.      We  rely  opon 
a  and  hearty  concurrenoa 
M  aa  may  be  neoeaaary  to  aTort  thaaa 

to  i^mI  them,  which  the  hooor,  lalbty,  a  ji  pracped- 
^  at  ear  toasttj  loay  nqnire, 

TrxBD&T,  Kovember  S8> 


Addrm  to  tin  J>rfidwt. 

Hr.  CoiT  moTed  for  tha  order  of  the  daj  on 
the  nported  Answer  to  the  Pszamutr's  Speech. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  tba  Eonse  ao- 
wrdinglT  resolved  itse^  into  a  Oommitt«e  of 
tbe  VhMe  upon  that  enbject,  and  the  Address 
htiog  been  read  throngh  by  the  Ohainnan,  it 
*Mig^  read  by  paragr^>hi.  The  first  foor 
*<n  read,  withont  any  objeotion  being  ofiered 
to  dNm.    Th«  fifth  beuig  gone  tbroogh, 


Mr.  PiHOEHET  said,  he  had  to  propose  a  small 
alteration  to  this  clause ;  he  wished  to  make  tbe 
latter  part  of  it  a  little  less  barsb.  Instead  ot 
Mying,  "ne  shall  insist  npon  the  same  justice 
from  others"  &c.,  hethongbt  it  would  have  U)e 
same  efil'ect,  and  the  terms  would  be  leas  objec- 
tionable, if  the  pawage  ran  thus:  "Nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  obtain  the  same 
Instice  firom  others,"  Ac.  The  expression  nsed, 
DO  said,  might  be  perfectly  Justifiable,  but,  if  we 
.oonld  obtain  what  we  wished  withont  tbe  poeai- 
bility  of  giving  offenoe,  he  thooght  that  mode 
onght  to  be  preferred.  It  was  on  tbis  ao- 
oonnt  that  he  wished  the  phraseology  to  ba 
changed. 

Mr.  Rdtlsdox  said,  as  a  member  of  the  oom- 
mittee  who  reported  the  Address,  he  did  not 
feel  tenacious  as  to  the  wording  of  it.  At  first, 
he  thouf^t  with  his  oolleegue,  who  proposed 
tbe  amendment,  that  the  word  iruiit  was  rather 
harsh;  but,  npon  a  little  reflection,  his  objeo- 
tions  to  the  phrase  were  removed.  Indeed,  he 
thought  tbe  proposed  amendment  wonld  make 
the  passace  stronger  than  it  was  in  the  original. 
They  might  inust,  he  said,  in  argnment ;  look- 
ing npon  the  treaty  as  a  good  one,  they  might 
insist  npon  its  execation;  bnt  if  it  were  not  to 
be  efibcted  witbont  going  to  war,  they  might 
afterwards  relinquish  it.  The  amendment  ha 
thooght  more  forcible.  It  said  "  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  to  obtuo,"  &e. ;  which  wonld  be  to 
say,  we  look  upon  the  treat;  as  a  good  one,  and 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  onr  part  to  obt^ 
its  fulfilment  The  words  might  even  be  oonri- 
dered  to  say,  that  we  are  determined  to  have 
the  treaty  carried  into  efibct,  though  war  should 
be  the  price  of  the  determination, 

Mr.  Dattoit  (the  Speaker)  approved  of  the 
amendment  of  tJie  gentleman  fh)m  South  Caro- 
lina, bnt  not  ftom  the  reasons  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  urged  in  support  of  it,  bnt  for  thOM 
which  his  colleague  bad  produced  eg^nat  it ;  not 
because  it  was  more  nnooth,  bnt  because  it  oon- 
tuned  more  of  decision  aod  firmness.  He 
thought,  in  tbis  respect,  this  country  had  been 
trifled  with,  and  any  opinion  expressed  by  them 
npon  this  snbject  on^t  to  be  done  with  a  firm- 
ne«  of  tone. 

The  question  on  Mr,  Fdtoehet'b  ainendmeat 
was  put  and  carried,  there  being  sixty-two  mem- 
bers in  the  afflrmativa 

The  remainder  of  the  Address  was  then  gone 
through,  withont  further  observation. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wwt  upon  the  PKBaiDKNT,  to  know  when  and 
where  it  wonld  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive 
the  Addreas  in  answer  to  his  Speech,  reported 
that  thev  hod  attended  to  that  service,  and  that 
it  wotda  be  convenient  for  him  to  reo^ve  it  at 
his  house  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 


WiDinsDAT,  November  SO. 

Addirem  to  the  Fretideat. 

Mr.  Ltok  said,  when  the  motion  was  propo» 
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ed  yesterd&y  on  the  snl^ect  of  wtutiiig  upon  the 
Phisidbnt,  he  Hhonld  have  oppoeed  i^  only  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  depriTe  some  gentlemen  of 
tlie  gratification  of  attondins  the  ceremony; 
and  now  lie  hoped  those  genUemen  wonld  con- 
tent to  gratitj  nim  by  agreeing  to  a  siinilar  re- 
■olntion  to  that  of  last  seseion,  excusing  him 
from  an  attendance  npon  the  occancm. 

Mr.  Haooit  observM,  that  whether  the  reao- 
Intton  was  agreed  to  or  not,  the  gentleman 
miebt  donbtleae  renuun  behind  if  he  chose,  as 
he  nad  no  idea  that  the  House  ooold  ooinpel 
memb«TB  to  go  abont  parading  the  streets  of 
Fhiladelpfaia.  The  gentleman  might  'have  oon- 
soie&tiona  ecraplea,  and  If  the  ceremony  were 
meant  to  be  respectful  to  the  pBBSniKirr,  mem- 
bere  should  att«nd  it  freely,  or  not  at  all.  He 
shoold  wish,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  disin- 
oUned  to  do  the  service,  wonld  not  Join  it. 

Ur.  One  hoped  the  motion  wonld  not  prevuL 
He  presamed  no  gentleman  there  was  particn- 
larly  amiaiia  for  the  society  of  the  gentleman 
trota  Vermont  on  this  ocoauon.  No  doobt  he 
wonld  graoe  the  procession,  but  it  would  be 
BoffioieDlly  long  witbont  him,  and  if  he  chose 
to  remain  behm,  he  need  be  nnder  no  appre- 
hensions of  being  called  to  aoooont  for  his  oon- 
dnot  It  was  not  becoming  the  dignity  of  the 
^Dse  to  pass  the  resolndon  in  qnestion.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  gentleman  was  fn  foil 
health  and  spirit^and  every  wav  fit  for  bnd- 
ness:  and  as  the  Honse  had  reacdTed  tiw  thing 
ahodd  be  done,  he  had  no  idea  of  admitting  tlie 
protest,  of  an  individual  upoa  thdr  Joiuiials 
against  the  measure. 

Mr.  GAu^rm  stud  be  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  previons  question,  but  not  for  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  mover  of  it,  bnt  for  those  oflfer- 
ed  by  Uie  gentleman  from  Nordk  Carolina,  (Mr. 
ItAJOos,)  VIZ :  t>ecaase  he  did  not  believe  there 
existed  any  power  in  that  House  to  oompel  any 
member  to  wait  npon  the  PnmtnirT  with  the 
Address ;  therefore  it  would  be  improper  to 
grant  an  indnlgenoe  to  a  member  from  doing 
what  there  was  no  obligation  upon  him  to  do. 
He  did  not  recollect  the  words  of  the  reeolntion 
which  had  been  agreed  to.  [The  8i>eaexb 
repeated  them.  They  were,  "  that  the  Sfiakkb, 
attended  by  the  House  of  Kepresentativea,  shall 
wait  npon  the  Prbsiduit,  Ac"]  This,  Mr.  6. 
■aid,  must  he  understood  in  a  qualified  sense,  as 
die  Honse  of  Representatives  bad  do  existence 
out  of  tboee  walk.  When  the  Spbakeb  present- 
ed the  Address,  the  Honse  was  not  present ; 
they  could  not  debate  nor  do  any  act  as  a  House. 
TheAddreea  was,  therrf)»«,  etriotly  mieaking, 
presented  by  the  Bpuxib,  Mowed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  HoDse  of  Bepreeentatives— as  he  did 
not  oonoeive  the  Honse  had  any  power  withont 
the  walls  of  the  house.  They  could,  indeed, 
^tpoint  committees  to  do  business  out  of  doon, 
but  could  not  call  out  the  members  as  a  body. 
Upon  this  ground  he  was,  therefore,  in  &vor  of 
the  previons  question. 

Kf.  Ltok  esM,  understanding  the  matter  in 
tbe  li|^t  in  whi<^  it  had  been  placed  by  the 


gentleman  fr«m  Pennsylvania,  he  would  witb- 
draw  his  motion. 
The  8PKA.KKB  annonnoed  the  airivt]  of  (he 

hour  which  tbe  Fskstoznt  or  the  Unmn  9fti.m 
had  i^Pointed  to  receive  the  Addre«  of  tJje 
House  in  answer  to  his  Speech ;  and  the  Spuk- 
SH,  attended  by  the  members,  accor^ngly 
waited  upon  the  FsBsiDEin,  at  his  house,  ind 
presanted  to  him  tbe  Addriaea :  to  which  the 
FBUti>iiiT  made  the  following  reply : 

Gtnilmai  of  at  Eotm  efStpntmtaUmi 

I  receive  thia  Addnu  tatia  the  HooH  cf  B«p»- 
BCDtatiTaa  of  the  United  Statei  irith  peculin  intarnt 
Tonr  sppi^bstioQ  of  tbe  meetliig  of  Coonen  in 
thii  city,  and  of  tboM  other  meanuu  of  the  KiMO- 
tira  authority  of  GovenuoBnt  oommniuDated  in  mj 
Addreai  to  both  Honiai,  at  the  (^eoiiig  of  the  m- 
HOD,  affurd  me  gre«t  latisfkctiaii,  u  the  ttraiigat 
dedrs  oSiaj  heart  i>  to  give  tati^aatioa  ta  the  people 
and  thair  repTesaDtadTca  by  a  faithfrd  difchiige  ol 

The  confidence  yoa  expreu  in  the  dneority  of  my 
eudeaTon,  and  the  nnanioiity  of  the  people,  dMi  iM 
nsoh  honor,  and  nvea  me  great  joy. 

I  rqjiHoe  in  that  harmony  which  appean  in  the  Ma- 
fimaolsof  an  tbe  biaaobe*  of  the  GoTenunent,  on  du 
Imporlaace  of  our  commerce  and  trer  oUigaotoi  to 
defend  it,  a*  welt  ai  in  all  other  subjects  noommaod- 
ed  to  your  couidenitiaii,  and  rineerely  oon^atoUl* 
yoa  and  our  fellow-oltiEeiu  at  larg*  on  thii  ^^mw- 
aooe,  w  Bu^aciQD*  to  the  hooor,  iuteiMt,  and  bappi- 

JOHN  ADAHS. 

Uhrkd  Sum,  Jftuwtar  S9,  1797. 

The  Spuxkb  and  members  tben  retomed  to 
the  House,  and  order  bdng  obtained,  tbe  Sfiai- 

EE,  as  nanal,  read  the  Answer  of  the  P 

fttjm  the  chair. 


THUS8ni.T,  November  80. 
TnovFSOir  3.  Bosses,  from  ] 
appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Memorial  of  Qudben. 

Mr.  Giixins  presented  the  following  memo- 

tial  of  certain  citizens,  called  Quakers,  in  the 

name  of  the  annual  meeting  of  that  body,  lately 

hdd  in  Philadelphia. 


-4^0. 


Quaken,  bom  tbcor  yearly  meeting  held  in  PUladei- 
phia,  by  ai^oammenta  from  the  SSIli  of  the  Sib 
month,  to  the  2»th  ot  the  lame,  InctoeiTe,  ITVT,  i»- 
qHKtfiilly  ahowethi 

That,  b«Dg  convened,  at  thii  our  anmal  nlemiiiy, 
fbr  the  promotiait  of  the  oauK  at  trath  and  ti^teou- 
nesa,  we  have  bnen  &Tored  to  experienoe  idigii>ai 
weight  to  attend  our  minda,  and  an  anzione  deain  lo 
follow  after  thoee  thinga  vMoh  make  for  pean; 
among  other  in*e*ti|(atIotia  tbe  oppreMad  itate  tioB 
brctium  of  the  AiHoan  taoe  haa  been  brvagfat  itfo 
view,  and  patticolarly  the  dioomitaiiDeB  of  oae  boo- 
drad  and  thirty-fba  hi  North  Carolina,  and  waj 
otbeif  wboaa  oases  have  not  so  toUj  ooma  to  oaf 
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tMirisdga,  who  wore  *et  Cne  hj  am 
Ipimmdetri  "i^  BninTadDoadintoornclboiidiga, 
■Id  the  aittbantj  of  exiMing  la  ratroapvoti'ra  Uwi ; 
^■liiiiOi  uid  wives,  and  childnn,  upuwted,  ona 
ton  MM«hBr ;  wbicli,  ira  u^mbend  i'  ' 
nUii  tngedr,  and  with  ottnr  actt,  • 
ttn,  pnetiiad  in  other  Sc&tei,  hu  ft  teDdeocj  to 
hriutt  down  th«  jndgioeata  of  ■  righteoui  God  iqioii 

Thii  dtj  and  DaighlKiThood,  ind  Kime  other  puti, 
kn  been  lUtad  with  an  awfbl  e^amity,  which 
ouriit  to  excita  an  iaipaij  in  the  csnn  and  endesTDn 
Kdo  awaj  thoee  thing!  which  oooaiion  the  heav7 
do^  that  hang  orcr  ua.  It  li  omtj  with  tha  Al- 
aa^Uj  to  bring  down  the  loWnw  cf  men  b  j  divnn- 
M  jodgmo^  and  to  make  them  bar  fite  rod  and 
Wm  that  bath  appolalad  O, 

Wewkh  torerire  inmaiTkwthe  lolnnn  engage- 
Mtotaf  Cimgnm,  maM  in  the  jear  om  tbimiaiid 
arai hmdied  and Mnrwi^-foor,  a<  follow*! 

"  And,  thenfot^  we  do  for  oanelva^  and  the  in- 
habitant* oT  tha  aeraral  colonial  whom  we  rmnatut, 
Brmlj  agrae  and  auodate,  asder  the  aacrad  tin  of 
rirtoe,  honor,  and  lore  of  our  Monti?,  a*  followi 

"  .^tida  S.  Ve  will  ndther  Import  nor  porcbaae 
anj  riana  imported  aftec  the  Sntdaj  of  December 
aaxt,  dler  which  tine  wcwtU  wliollj'diKODtiane  the 
ifeve  trade,  and  will  seither  b«  amcemed  * 
Ktraa,  nor  will  w«  hire  onr  iiiwiili,  nor  till 
■     i*totbaa»i*lM) 


"AitUeS,  Audwtndiaioimteii 
•rarj-  ipaoiae  nf  extntrm«nee  tad  diidpation,  eqie- 

8^»^ft  exhibitin*  of  ihow^  pl*n  *^  othor  *^- 
poMTB  direraani  and  entertaJMnenti." 

Thii  vaa  a  lolemn  leagne  and  oorenant,  made 
with  the  Almigb^  in  an  hoar  of  diitieM,  and  He  ii 
aow  callinc  i^on  70Q  to  parfonn  and  fijfil  it ;  bat 
bow  haj  £a  acilenm  ooranant  been  contravened  bj 
■  d  opon  the  poor  Af- 
[/dtMipBtimi  and  Inzm^r,  and 

._.     .  -'Tjatoplnj- 

And   how 
_        ,  „    /  aftmted  on  Ae  dav  of  tha 

Btlihtatioit  of  Indepmdenoel  What  riodng  and 
dn^^DM^  (iiafflbaiiag  and  wantamteat  1  to  the 
peat  pW  of  aobn  faihaUtant^  and  the  ^^grac*  <^ 


NBtkoal  «nli  prodnoe  —*!"—'  judraneBla;  w* 
lh«idi>a  fenonll/ piBjr  the  dovaitior  of  ttie  VidT«n« 
■^  eolighten  joor  mderttaoding*  and  inttnenoe 
jmrnuoda,  to  ai  to  engage  jon  to  lueereiy  esettion 
■■  jamr  power,  to  hara  ihaes  Ihinn  radnmed. 

With  nncere  deare*  for  70W  napplnet*  here  and 
fcataltw,  Kod  dM,  vben  Toti  oome  to  oloae  thi*  life:, 
70a  Bi^  indindnal]/  be  ule  to  appeal  ai  a  ruler  did 
fcraotr :  *  Ibawmber  now,  0  Lord,  I  be**eeh  thee, 
^Ihan  walked  b«fomthe«,In  truth  and  with  a 
fo&at  beart^  asd  have  done  that  which  i«  good  In 

W*  raBain  j<mr  IHeod*  and  (mow-dtbaia. 
Saned  ia  and  on  bahalf  of  tha  Mid  meetliig,  bj 
JONATHAN  EVANS, 

Cl»rt  ta  Acautlmg  tlmfar. 


■  Kr.HunB  boped  not.    This  wm  not  the 


flrat^  eeocmd,  or  third  time,  that  the  Honse  bad 
been  troubled  with  mmilar  a^lioationa,  whioh 
had  a  teDdeoo^  to  stir  np  a  clow  of  pervon*  to 
infliot  Dolamlties  whioh  would  be  of  graator  ooa- 
Beqaenoe  thaa  any  evils  whioh  were  at  present 
saffered ;  and  this,  and  everj  other  Legislature, 
ooght  to  set  their  &cea  agunst  remonBtranoea 
□ompl^ning  c^wbat  it  was  ntterlj  impoaribte 
to  alter. 

Mr.  Thatohxb  hoped  the  petition  would  haTS 
a  aeoond  reading^  and  be  oommitted.  It  ap- 
peared to  bim  ibat  tbia  would  be  the  regalai 
way  of  getting  rid  of  the  difficnlty  wliioh  waa 
apprehended.  The  gentieman  who  had  Jnat 
■at  down  aaid,  tliat  tbia  was  not  the  first,  second, 
or  third  time,  that  the  Honse  had  been  troubled 
with  unilar  petitions.  This,  be  said,  was  n** 
tnraL  If  any  niiml>er  of  persons  oondderad 
tbemselvee  a^^eved,  it  was  not  likely  they 
should  leave  o£f  petitioning,  nntil  the  House 
should  act  npon  their  petition.  He  thon^t 
this  was  what  they  onght  to  do.  If  the  Qnaken 
tbot^ght  themselves  amriered,  it  was  thdr  dnty 
to  present  their  petition,  not  only  tbrea,  flv«, 
timea,  bnt  seventy  timea,  nntil  it  mt 


Mr.  ROTLKDOC  ahoidd  not  be  opposed  to  th« 
second  reading  and  reference  of  Uiis  memorial 
if  he  thooght  the  strong  oeuBnre  they  deserved 
would  be  Uie  report  of  a  oommittee.  This  ceo- 
sure,  he  tbongbt,  this  body  of  men  on^t  to 
have ;  a  set  of  men  who  attempt  to  seduce  the 
servants  of  gentlemen  travelling  to  the  seat  of 
Oovemment,  who  were  inoeseantiy  importDning 
OongrtSi  to  interfere  in  a  bnsiDeBs  with  whi^ 
the  oonstitntioa  bad  aaid  they  had  no  conoeni. 
If  he  was  sore  tlus  aondoot  woold  be  reprobat- 
ed, he  wonld  oheerflllly  vote  for  a  referenee  of 
the  present  petition;  but  not  believing  thia 
would  be  the  case,  he  dhoold  be  for  Its  laying 
on  the  table,  or  under  the  table,  that  they  might 
not  only  have  done  with  the  businees  for  to-day, 
bot  finally.  At  a  time  when  some  nations  were 
vitaeseee  of  the  most  barbarons  and  horrid 
Boenes,  these  petitioners  are  endes-voring  to  In- 
dte  a  dasB  of  persons  to  the  commission  of  simi- 
lar enormities.  He  tboeght  the  matter  of  t&B 
greatest  importance,  and  that  the  referenoe 
ouf^t  by  no  means  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SwAmnoE  was  sorry  to  see  BO  much  heat 
prodnoed  by  the  lutrodaotioa  of  Ibis  petitirai. 
He  himself  oonldsee  no  reason  why  the  petitioD 
should  not  be  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  w^. 
If  the  petitioners  aaked  for  any  thing  whioh  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Honae  to  grant,  it 
would  be  of  course  rei^ised;  but  this  was  no 
reason  why  their  petition  should  not  be  treated 
with  ordinary  respect.  In  this  memorial,  ho 
said,  nmdiy  things  were  complained  of;  not 
only  ilavery,  but  several  other  grievances.  For 
instance,  pl^-honsee  were  oomplained  ot, 
wbetberjnstly  or  not,  he  was  not  abont  to  de- 
dde.  With  respect  to  the  grievance  mentioned 
in  North  Oarolina,  something  perhaps  might  be 
done  to  remedy  it,  without  affeoting  the  prop- 
erty irhloh  gentlemen  aeemed  so  mnoh  alarmed 
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aboat.  He  oonld  not  sappoae  there  was  &  dis- 
poritlon  in  the  Honse  to  TioUte  the  property  of 
KOj  man  ;  there  was  oertainlf  ai  strong  &  d)»- 
pmltion  in  the  Middle  Bt^tee  a«  in  the  Soathem, 
to  hold  inviolable  the  right  of  property;  nor 
oooldheaee  any  reasonable  groand  fur  throwing 
this  petition  under  the  table.  If  these  people 
were  wrong  in  their  ncderBtanding  of  tliia  sub- 
ject, it  wooid  be  best  to  appoint  a  oommiUae  to 
Bet  them  right. 

Mr.  Gauatdi  said  it  was  the  praotioe  of  the 
House,  whenever  a  memorial  was  presented,  to 
have  it  read  afirst  and  a  second  time,  and  then  to 
commit  it,  nnlees  it  were  expressed  in  ench  in- 
decent terms  as  to  indnce  the  House  to  r^ect  it, 
or  npon  a  Bubjectupon  which  petitions  had  been 
lately  rdect^id  by  a  large  m^oritj^  of  the  House. 
In  no  other  ease  were  petitions  rejected  witfaont 
eiaminadoD  and  without  diecnssion.  He  said, 
without  examination  and  without  discnsMon, 
because  it  was  imposmblo,  opon  a  mngle  reading 
of  a  petition,  to  be  able  to  form  a  soand  jodg- 
ment  npoa  it  Indeed,  seeing  the  way  in  which 
tiie  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Kttt- 
udob)  had  treated  the  snl^ect,  do  cool  exami- 
nation oould  be  expected  at  present ;  in  the  mo- 
rn aut  of  passion  it  would  be  beet  noUo  decide,  bnt 
to  send  the  petition  to  a  committee.  What  was 
the  Direction  to  this  mode  of  proceeding  f  Jt 
was  that  the  subject  wonld  shake  a  certsin  kind 
of  property.  How  so  f  A  petition  that  re- 
minds us  of  the  fate  of  certain  blacks  in  this 
country,  which  did  not  refer  to  slaves,  but  to 
free  men.  This  petition  was  to  shake  propertT  I 
In  the  same  manner  it  might  be  said  that  the 
law  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
^very  had  also  4  tendency  to  deetroy  that 
property ;  or  that  the  Legislative  decision  of  the 
State  of  Masaachnsetta  that  there  shall  be  no 
daves  under  their  Qovemtnent,  would  have  that 
effect  Bnt  it  was  said  the  characters  of  the 
petitioners  was  snch  as  they  ought  to  brand 
with  the  mark  of  disapprobation. 

Insupportof  this  c'^trge,  it  was  alleged  that 
they  were  not  Bstisfled  with  petitioning,  but 
they  attemptod  to  debauch  and  seduce  servantH 
— to  rob  genUeraen  of  their  property.  He  did 
not  know  to  what  the  gentleman  who  made  this 
assertion  aJlnded ;  bnt  he  believed,  if  tfie  matter 
was  fairly  stated,  whatever  may  have  been  done 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  no  more 
than  an  endeavor  to  carry  into  Aill  effect  the 
laws  of  the  Btate,  which  say,  that  "ail  men  are 
free  when  they  set  their  foot  within  the  Stat«," 
excepting  only  the  servantsof  Members  of  Oon- 
gress.*  Aa  to  the  moral  character  of  this  body 
of  people,  though  a  nnmber  of  their  principles 
were  different  from  those  which  he  profeamd, 
he  believed  it  conldnotbe  said,  with  truth,  that 
tiicy  were  friends  to  any  kind  of  disorder ;  and 
he  was  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  suppose 


Iba  BUIM,  mill  to  all  othcn  Ibr  tlia  piilod  of  tli  maatlu. 


that  they  could  or  wonld  do  any  thing  which 
wonld  throw  into  disorder  any  part  of  the 
Union.  On  the  contrary,  he  bdieved  them  to 
be  good  friends  of  order.  Mr.  O.  said  he  wished 
to  have  avoided  a  diacnssion  of  the  metili  of 
the  memorial;  but  when  they  were  told  it  was 
improper  to  do  any  thing  on  the  subject,  it  be- 
came neceBBory.  He  knew  it  was  in  their  pow 
to  do  something.  They  mightlay  a  duty  often 
dollars  a  head  on  the  importation  of  aUvea;  ha 
knew  a  memorial  had  been  presented  at  a 
former  session  respecting  the  kionapping  of  ae- 

f-oee,  which  had  l>een  favorably  retorted  upon. 
inally,  the  present  memorial  did  not  ^ly  onlj 
to  the  blacks,  but  to  other  o);)eota.  With  re- 
spect to  plays,  they  had  a  motion  last  sesEdnn 
before  them  for  laying  a  tax  upon  'Jiem,  which 
had  a  reference  to  the  subject.  By  lommitting 
this  memorial,  they  shoola  give  no  deoiaion.  U 
the  committee  reported  they  could  do  nothiog 
in  the  business,  and  the  House  agreed  to  the 
report,  the  matter  would  be  closed  in  a  much 
more  respectful  way  than  by  throwing  the  peti- 
tion under  the  table, 

Mr,  &BW1I.L  said,  the  gentleman  last  up  htd 
stated  two  caaes  in  which  petitions  had  been  le- 
ceived  without  a  commitment.  He  mightbave 
added  a  third,  more  appUoable  to  the  presetit 
memorial.  This  was  when  a  petition  was  upon 
matter  over  which  this  Eonse  had  no  ccgni- 
sauce,  especially  ff  it  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  «icite  disagreeable  sensatioua  in  one  part  of 
the  Homo,  who  were  concerned  in  property 
which  was  already  held  under  oircmnstSDoes 
sufficiently  disagreeable.  In  such  cases,  the; 
ought  at  onoetor^ectthememorial,asitwoula 
be  misspending  time  to  commit  it.  If^  for  in- 
stance, a  petition  shonld  be  presented,  com- 
plaining that  a  person  bad  refused  to  diachai^ 
an  obligaljon  to  another,  it  would  be  at  ouoe 
acknowledged  that  the  House  oonld  not  enfbroe 
tbe  obligation;  but  application n 


This  House,  he  said,  oonld  not  ahang«  that  law 
If  any  thing  waa  done  there  oontraiy  to  right, 
the  oODTts  of  that  State,  as  well  aa  those  of  the 
United  States^  were  open  to  aSbrd  redress.  It 
was  their  busmeas,  and  not  the  bnsineis  of  that 
House.  They  did  not  come  there  to  act  upon 
snUects  agreeable  to  their  feelinga,  bnt  upnt 
fuctt  as  the  constitution  had  placed  in  their 

Mr.  Maojit  said,  there  was  ndt  a  gentleman 
in  North  Oa.'olina  who  did  not  wisli  uiere  were 
no  blacks  in  the  country.  It  was  a  nusfbrtnne 
— he  considered  it  as  a  curse ;  but  there  ww  no 
way  o£  getting  rid  of  them.  Imtead  of  peac»- 
maKers,  he  lc«ked  npon  tho  Quakers  as  wti~ 
makers,  m  they  were  oontinnally  endeavoring 
in  the  Southern  States  to  stir  np  insorrectioni 
amongst  the  negroes.*  It  was  nnoonstitntional, 
be  said,  in  these  men  to  desire  the  House  lo  do 
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what  the;  had  no  power  to  do ;  as  well  nught 
tlw;  tA  the  Pkuhwrt  of  th»  UwirKD  St^tw 
to  ooDM  knd  take  the  Sivuxb'b  chur.  There 
VIS  a  law  in  North  Oarolina,  he  said,  which 
fi»bado  any  p«iBon  from  holding  either  a  black 
or  white  person  aa  a  elave  after  he  had  beea  aet 
It  Hberty.  The  one  hnadred  aud  tbirty-fonr 
negroes  alluded  to  in  the  pedtion,  he  knew 
ludiiDg  ot  In  the  war,  he  said,  the  Qnaken  in 
their  State  were  generali^  Tories.  Thaj  began 
to  set  free  th«r  negroes,  when  the  State  paaaed 
a  law  that  thej  ahoald  not  set  them  free.  If 
these  people  were  (lissatiafi«d  with  the  law, 
tbej  lud  nothiog  to  do  but  tranaport  their 
ne^roea  into  Fennsflvaitia,  where,  the  gentle- 
man from  that  State  had  told  them,  thej  woald 
be  imnwdiatelj  free.  This  aabject  had  already 
been  before  the  House,  bat  they  declined  doing 
tn;  thing  in  it.  It  was  extraordinary  that 
(Mse  people  should  come,  aeeaion  after  session, 
with  ^eir  petitions  on  tlus  subject.     They  had 

Ciday-honaes  into  their  memorial;  bnt  they 
nottung  to  do  with  them.     In  this  State,  he 
boSered,  tfae  Legislature  had  passed  a  law  an- 

m.     It  was  altogether  a  matter  of 

The  whole  petition  was,  indeed, 
The  only  object  seemed  to  be  to 
on.  A  petition  oonld  not  oome 
then  ton«hing  any  subject  on  which  they  had 
power  to  act,  which  he  should  not  be  in  iavor 
of  oommitting;  bnt  this  thing  being  wrong  m 
Usd^  it  waa  needleaa  to  oommit  it,  as  no  single 
pnrpoee  ooold  be  answered  by  it. 

llr.-IaA^o  VixxxR  was  of  opinion  with  the 
gentleman  bam  Pennsylvania,  (Ur.  Qallatik,) 
with  req>ect  to  the  disposal  of  petitdona.  But 
It  appeared  to  turn  that  the  subset  matter  of 
all  petitions  should  be  within  the  riew  and 
antbority  <tf  the  House ;  if  not,  to  refer  them 
woold  oertainly  be  a  waste  of  t^a  He  had 
attended  to  the  petition,  and  he  did  not  think 
there  was  a  sin^  object  npon  which  it  was  in 
tbcor  power  to  acL  Nothing  was  prayed  fbr. 
lb*  petitlMwn  speak  of  the  slave  trade,  and,  in 
genenl  Uie:2a,  of  the  immorality  of  the  times, 
as  injurious  to  the  state  of  society;  and  wish 
■mne  means  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  grow& 
of  them.  To  refer  a  petition  of  this  sort,  there- 
fore, to  a  committee  wonld  answer  no  pnrpoee. 
He  did  not  think  they  were  more  obuged  to 
take  up  tlie  bnainees  than  if  they  had  read  the 


•ddrcaa  in  a  newspaper. 

Hr.  BatjlId  said  it  mlf^  be  inferred, 
fbe  anzietT  and  warmth  of  gentlemen,  ths 
qoeation  before  them  waa,  whether  slavery 
noald  or  shoold  notbe  abolished.  The  present 
was,  however,  very  remote  from  snch  a  qnee- 
lion,  aa  it  waa  merely  whether  a  memorial 
■bootd  be  read  a  second  time.  The  contents 
■f  this  memorial,  be  said,  were  right  or  wrong, 
nwonable  or  unreasonable;  if  right,  it  was 
pnipn'  it  shonld  go  to  a  committee;  and  if 
TCeng,  if  so  olMrly  absurd  as  it  had  been  re- 
pneented,  where  wonld  be  the  evil  of  a  refer- 
oee  for  a  rq>ort  thereon}  He  did  not  like 
tfati^  to  be  decided  in  the  moment  of  passion, 


but  from  the  fullest  consideration.    In  some 

conntriee  they  knew  pereons  accused  of  crimes 
were  condemned  without  a  bearing ;  but  there 
ooold  be  bnt  one  sentiment  as  to  the  injustice 
cS  snob  a  proceeding.  There  could  be  no  objec- 
tion, therefore,  upon  general  principles,  to  the 
reference  of  Uiis  petition.  But  it  was  said  it 
waa  not  to  be  sent,  because  of  the  general 
habits  of  this  society.  He  believed  there  was 
no  body  of  men  more  respectable ;  they  were 
obedient,  and  oontributed  cheerfully  to  the  sap- 
port  of  Government;  and,  either  politioally  or 
civilly  speaking,  as  few  crimes  could  be  im- 
puted to  that  bc^y  as  to  any  other. 

This  memorial,  he  said,  liad  been  treated  as 
coming  from  an  AboUtion  Sodety — it  was  a 
memorial  of  tbe  General  Meeting  of  the  people 
called  Qoakers ;  •>nd  if  only  oat  of  respect  to 
that  body,  it  ought  to  be  referred.  But  it  waa 
said  it  did  not  contain  matter  upon  which  the 
House  oonld  act.  Gentlemen  aeemed  not  to 
have  attended  to  the  subject-matter  of  tbe 
petition.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  House 
nad  the  power  to  manumit  slaves,  but  he  be- 
heved  there  was  not  a  word  in  the  petition 
which  had  a  reference  to  davery.  The  peti- 
tioners state,  indeed,  that  a  number  of  negroes, 
not  slaves,  for  negroes  may  be  free,  had  been 
taken  again  into  slavery,  after  they  had  been 
freed  by  their  masters.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  House  had  not  jurisdiction  over 
this  matter )  He  was  warranted  by  the  oonsli- 
tntion  in  saying  they  had,  because  that  instru- 
ment Bays  that  no  State  shall  make  ez  pogt  facto 
laws.  Jt  belonged  to  that  House,  therefore,  to 
see  that  the  constitntion  was  respected,  as  it 
could  not  be  expected  from  the  jostice  of  the 
individual  Stales,  that  they  would  repealsuoh 
laws.  It  rested,  therefore,  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Statee  to  do  it  Hr.  B. 
read  tJie  daose  of  the  constitution  touching  this 


matter,  and  oonolnded  by  reminding  the  House 
that  this  was  not  an  ultimate  detui 
merely  a  reference. 


1  ultimate  detumoB,  but 


Ur.  JosuH  Pabebb  sud  he  was  always  in- 
clined to  lend  a  &vorable  ear  to  petitioners  of 
every  kind,  bnt  when  a  memorial  waa  pieeented 
to  the  House  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  gov- 
ernment he  shoold  consent  to  its  lying  on  the 
table  or  under  it.  No  one,  he  said,  could  say 
they  hod  a  right  to  legislate  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  any  individual  State ;  they,  there- 
fore, had  no  power  to  decide  on  the  conduct  of 
the  citizens  of  North  Carolina  in  the  matter 
oomplMned  of.  Petitions  had  frequently  oome 
from  Quakers  and  others  on  the  subject; 
whereas  this  Government  had  nothing  to  do 
with  negro  slavery,  except  that  they  might  lay 
a  tax  upon  tbe  importation  of  slavee.  He  re- 
collected, when  the  sutject  was  bronght  befora 
the  House  in  the  first  Ocngress  held  at  New 
York,  wishing  to  put  a  stop  t»  the  slave  trade  aa 
much  as  possible,  being  a  friend  of  liberty,  ha 
took  every  step  in  his  power,  and  Ijronght  fbr- 
ward  a  proportion  for  laying  a  tax  of  ten  dol- 
lars upon  every  slave  imported.    It  was  not 
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agreed  to;  bnt  thero  was  onl;  one  State 
(Geor^a)  in  whidi  the  importation  of  dsvM 
was  admitted.  Since  the  egtabliahnieiit  of  this 
OoTemment,  Ur.  P.  Btud,  the  atnation  of  slaves 
was  maoh  ameliorated,  and  anj  interference 
DOW  might  iiave  the  effect  to  m^e  their  mas- 
ters more  severe.  He  knew  of  no  part  of  the 
oonstitntion  which  gave  them  power-  over 
horse-racing  and  cock-fighting,  nor  oonld  they 
interfere  with  respect .  to  play-honsee ;  and 
where  they  had  no  right  to  legislate,  they  had 
DO  liglit  to  speak  at  all.  As  thesesaion  bad  be- 
gan harmomonely,  he  hoped  that  hannony 
wonld  not  be  broken  In  upon  by  sach  qiplioft- 
tions  as  the  prasenL  Ifr.  P.  prodnced  a  pre- 
oedeat  from  the  Journals  of  17fl3,  where  a 
memorial  of  Warner  Uifflin,  a  Qnaker,  after 
being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table,  and 
two  days  afterwards  returned  to  the  memo- 
lb'.  NiOHOLU  felt  Bsmnoh  as  other  gentlemen 
from  the  Sontliem  States  on  tlie  subject  of  the 
preewkt  petition,  bat  liia  fedlngs  did  not  produce 
the  same  c£bot  He  was  not  afraid  of  an  tnter- 
ttmaoo  fr«m  the  United  States  with  their  pro- 
per^, nor  of  any  investigations  or  discosaiona 
respecting  it  He  believed  it  wonld  be  to  the 
honor  of  people  holding  property  in  slaves,  that 
the  bo^esB  shonld  be  looked  into.  He  Uionght 
anoh  an  inquiry  would  rather  seonre  than  iqjnre 
their  property.  He  did  not  think  it  was  the 
interest  c^alaveholderg  to  cover  improper  prao- 
tdoes.  He  was  satisfied,  that  In  die  put  of  the 
oonntry  where  he  lived,  tbere  was  no  disposi- 
tion to  protect  i^jnriee-^io  disposition  to  i^ect 
an  Inqniiy,  or  to  refkise  to  understand  a  com- 
plaint They  had  tteen  told  that  the  state  of 
tim  n^roes,  whose  oases  were  mentioned  in  the 
memorial,  might  be  produced  by  the  futptive 
law ;  they  had  before  heard  that  this  law  had 
operated  misohievonsly.  It  onght,  therefore, 
to  be  inquired  into.  On  inquiry,  Mr.  N.  said,  it 
wonld  not  be  found  the  &alt  of  the  Southern 
States  that  slavery  was  tolerated,  bnt  their  mis- 
fortune ;  but  to  liberate  their  slaves  at  onoe, 
would  be  to  act  like  madmen ;  it  would  be  to 
injure  all  parts  of  Hie  United  States  as  well  as 
those  who  possess  slaves.  It  was  their  duty, 
however,  to  remedy  evils ;  they  were  .unfortu- 
nately placed  in  a  situation  which  obliged  them 
to  hold  slaves,  bnt  they  did  not  wish  to  extend 
the  mischief.  He  should,  Indeed,  be  sorry  if 
his  possessing  property  of  this  kind,  obliged  him 
to  cover  the  violation  of  another  man's  right; 
if  this  were  the  case,  he  should  think  it  neces- 
sary that  his  propertj  shonld  be  taken  from  him. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary,  and  he  donbt«d 
not,  if  a  &ir  investigation  took  vlaoe,  that  thia 
kind  of  property  would  be  brought  into  tlie  ritq- 
ation  in  which  every  man  of  sense  would  place 
It  He  was  firmly  of  an  opinion,  that  to  ap- 
pear to  be  afraid  ot  an  inquiry  wonld  do  more 
narin  to  this  property  than  a  ttii  investigation. 
He  tmsted,  therefore,  the  petition  wonld  be 


Ur.  Blotst  hoped  this  memorial  would  not 


be  committed.  Asthiswssnottheflrsttiinethe 
society  of  Quakers  had  oome  forward  with  peti- 
tions to  the  House,  seeming  irith  no  other 
view  than  to  fix  an  odium  on  uie  Stateof  Nortii 
Carolina,  he  thought  it  bis  duty  poattiTdy  to 
contradict  a  fkct  stated  in  this  manorial  It 
was  stated  that  184  persons,  set  fi«e  from  slavvry 
in  North  Oarolina,  Lad  been  sinoe  enslaved  by 
emel  retrospeotive^  or  egpett/aeto  laws;  they 
alleged  that  certain  membov  of  th^  todety  hu 
done  what  no  person  was  permitted  to  do.  l£r. 
B.  read  port  of  a  law  of  North  Carolina,  slatiDg 
"  that  no  negro  or  mulatto  slave  shall  be  set 
ftee,  except  tor  meritoriouH  servioee,  acknow- 
ledged by  a  license  of  the  court;  and  when  say 
person  ehall  be  set  free  oontrary  to  this  law,  he 
may  be  seixed  and  sold  as  a  slave,"  &o.  Be 
also  read  a  clause  trma  another  law,  psned 
afterwards,  stating  that  sevo^  persoiw  hBTiag 
set  at  li[)erty  their  slaves  contrary  to  law,  ana 
persons  having  taken  np  and  sold  them,  an 
donbtAd  of  the  validity  of  the  ssle,  and  that  tbii 
law  is  passed  to  do  away  all  doubta  of  SDch 
validity.  Mr.  B.  said  these  extracts  proved  the 
assertion  untrue. 

Mr.  GoBooa  lamented  that  this  disonsnon  had 
taken  place,  as  it  was  certain  t^t  wherever  in- 
terest IB  ooncemed,  some  degree  of  warmth  will 
produced ;  and  when  a  petition  was  hnmgfat 


stitnents,  it  could  not  be  expected  they  would 
hear  it  with  the  same  flmnens  with  posoM 
wholly  nnconcemed  about  it  All  that  bad 
been  advanced  in  &Tor  of  the  second  readingof 
the  petiticai  was,  the  reapeotabiht;  of  the  persona 
presenting  it,  the  opinion  that  would  be  eDte^ 


not  referred,  and  the  menli  of  tl 


them  every  Justice, 
he  did  not  think  thia  any  reason  for  acting  upeo 
their  memotial,  nnleea  some  good  consequence 
could  arise  fi^nn  it,  any  more  than  if  they  woe 
the  vilest  persons  on  earth.  As  to  the  oidnkn 
that  mi^t  be  entertained  out  of  doora,  as  tb* 
petition  was  not  examined,  he  waa  not  tttni 
that  the  dtisens  of  the  United  States  would  be- 
lieve that  the  House  could  be  so  ftr  knt  to  its 
dnty  as  not  to  took  into  a  question  of  this  kind, 
bat  that  it  would  be  oono^ved,  if  r(tteoted,tbst 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  Tb*  otiisr 
reason,  the  only  material  one,  waitothemwits 
of  thepetition.  The  gestieman  frran  Delaware^ 
CUr.  Batamo,)  who  lud  examined  the  butiscss 
with  much  coolness  and  ability)  had  stated  that 
a  eert^  tm  pmt  faeto  law  of  Ntnth  Osroliaa 
had  oooadoned  grievanoeB.  Admittii^  than 
waa  such  a  law,  what  oonld  the  House  dot 
Oonld  tbey  dedare  a  law  of  Korth  Carolina  nail 
and  voidi  There  would  be  no  ntility  in  this; 
bnt  if  there  was  a  law  In  North  Carolina  tint 
violated  the  conatitutim,  there  waa  a  olev 
remedy  in  the  law  whioh  organiaea  the  Judical 
department  of  the  United  Btatea,  in  which  it  I* 
s^  if  any  law  of  an  indlvidiial  State  intci- 
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inawith  alaw  of  the  United  Btatee,  a  person 
bs  a  riidtt  to  take  advantage  of  the  law  of  the 
UBit«d  Btatea.  There  waa  no  neoeadtj,  there- 
tm,  to  call  upon  OtHigress  fbr  areraed;  against 
flu9  law.  Inoeed,  he  saw  nothing  in  this  me- 
Borial  which  called  for  their  interferenoe,  and 
he  vie  therefore  against  a  reference,  as  a  further 
Sacaaaaa  ot  it  would  onlj^  prodnc«  nneadneaa 
in  e«tnn  parta  of  the  United  Statee,  withoat 
ptodadng  aay  good. 

Mr.  BctLKD^ohMrTed,thatiiotwiQiBtanding 
a  that  had  been  said  oonddenng  Hie  preaent 
aitnor^iuuy  state  of  the  West  India  lalands 
ai  of  Europe,  he  shonld  insist  that  "  BofGcient 
ftr  the  day  is  the  evil  thareol^"  and  that  they 
m^t  to  shut  their  doors  affaiost  any  thing 
wMcb  had  a  tendency  to  prodace  the  like  con- 
bAm  in  this  oonntry.  If  this  were  not  done, 
tbc  confidence  of  a  great  part  of  the  Union  in 
the  Goteral  Government  would  be  weakened, 
h  the  Southern  States,  where  most  of  their 
pnptrtj  Goomsted  of  slaves,  and  where  the  rest 
was  of  no  valne  without  tbem,  there  was  al- 
ready a  prejudice  «Ti«Hnp  that  the  Northern  and 
Enteni  Btatea  were  itumical  to  this  kind  of 
I>tiperty,  though  they  were  bonnd  bv  the  oon- 
ititation  from  an  interference  with  it ;  but 
nbai  they  heard  of  the  House  giving  coonte- 
nanw  to  a  petition  like  the  present,  it  would 
inerease  thdr  nneadnees.  He  referred  to  what 
had  Gtllen  from  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
respecting  ttpottj^to  law,  and  thonght  a  oonrt 
of  jastioe  the  proper  tribimal  to  settle  that  bnsi- 
Mas.  Ur.  B.  said  he  was  indisposed,  notwith- 
Kaafing  the  hi^  pan^yrica  wliioh  bad  been 
pwwd  upon  the  body  of  Qoakera,  to  withdraw 
tb«  ocnsoree  he  had  cast  upon  them.  The  gen- 
tfefoan  from  New  York  had  donbt«d  the  (^lar- 
fti  which  he  had  prodnced,  and  sud  sncb  things 
(oold  never  be  attempted  by  the  body.  It  was 
tnie,  they  did  not  come  in  a  body  into  his  lodg- 
isg  to  aedace  his  servant,  bat  individnals  did  it. 
Bat  why,  he  asked,  do  these  men  oome  here  in 
a  body  t  Bocaose  thej  believe  that  their  prea- 
oce  win  give  more  weight  to  their  petitioQ ;  so 
that  ^ley  appeared  in  bodies,  or  as  individual 
to  anawer  taeir  porposee.  Gentlemen  bad  char- 
ged the  opposers  of  the  petition  with  heat ;  be 
tbodglit  there  was  as  mnoh  heat  on  one  aide  as 
die  other. 

Mr.  Edhosd  did  not  believe  there  was  any 
real  groimd  of  irritation  in  the  question ;  as  no 
pnticnao  conld  suppose  they  were  abdat  to  do 
any  thing  which  wag  either  onconstitntional,  or 
w^h  wonld  affect  their  property.  Whether  the 
peraons  who  presented  uie  memorial  are  vir- 
Inoaa  or  vicions,  was  (^  no  conseqaenc^  mnce 
iovtiee  waa  dne  to  both  olaseea  of  men.  They 
had  broQgbt  a  petition  before  tbem,  and  the^ 
oo^t  to  consider  it  It  was  addressed  to  their 
hntcaly  or  jnsdoe;  if  the  facts  were  clmms  upon 
their  honesty  or  Justice  they  ^onldbe  attended 
to;  and  not  (mlr  attended  to,  bnt,  if  possible, 
Tdief  granted.    It  was  stated  that  there 


This  fiiot  called  tor  ezandnation ;  and  a  qnea- 
lion  arose,  if  it  were  established,  whether  that 
Hoose  oonld  afford  redreea.  A  gentleman  from 
North  OaroUna  (Mr.  Blodbt)  had  stated  that 
the  &ct  was  not  tme ;  it  was  certainly,  therefor^ 
worth  while  to  bo  inquired  into.  Another  gen 
tleman  had  sud,  if  the  fact  were  as  stated,  tiiey 
bod  no  power  to  act ;  and  a  third  waa  of  opin- 
ion that,  by  the  oonstitntion,  redress  might  be 
afforded.  This  diveraty  of  opimon  showed  the 
neoeesity  of  an  investigation  of  the  Bnl:geot,  to 
order  to  determine  uie  jariediotion  of  the 
Hoose.  He  wished  it  for  another  ressoo.  It 
had  been  stated,  that  if  this  petition  were  a^ 
tended  to,  it  wonld  open  a  door  to  faction  and 
mischief  Can  it  have  this  effect  I  These  peo- 
ple bring  forward  a  petition  stating  a  nnmberot 
facte;  they  certainly  do  not  oome  fbrward  for 
the  mere  design  of  exciting  disorder  in  any 
quarter.  If  the  House  say  they  will  throw  th^ 
petition  nnder  the  table,  wonld  not  snob  treat- 
ment ^ve  the  &otioos  some  gronnd  of  clamor 
by  which  to  sow  disaen^on  t  Bnt  i^  on  Um 
contrary,  they  coolly  looked  into  the  petitioa, 
and  reported  thereon,  would  it  not  atop  the 
months  of  these  people  I  li  certainly  would ; 
dnoe  they  oonld  not  then  say  oommon  Insliott 
waa  reinaed  to  the  petitioners.  Again ;  having 
DDoe  investigated  Uie  anbjeot  folly,  if  petiticoa 
of  a  similar  land  should  hereaft«r  oome  forward, 
it  would  be  reasonably  said,  this  matter  has  al* 
ready  been  token  up  and  mUy  dedded  upon ; 
and,  ther^or^  we  will  not  again  go  into  it 
Unt^  this  waa  dona,  the  Actions  wonld  doubt- 
less have  oanse  of  oom|dahit 

Mr.  Blottht  said,  aeveral  gentlemoi  who  had 
spoken  on  this  subject  seemed  to  express  them- 
selves as  if  they  believed  there  was  no  pnnish- 
ment  for  individnals  reducing  to  slavery  perscHis 
who  bad  been  manumitted.  He  read  an  extract 
ttom  a  law,  passed  in  l77d,  in  North  Oarolina, 
by  which  the  pnuishment  of  death  ia  awarded 
agunst  snob  an  offenoe. 

Mr.  Maook  read  the  proceedings  of  the  Honae 
on  the  petdtJon  respecting  the  kidoanping  of  ne- 
eroes,  hi  order  to  snow  that  the  geouenuui  from 
New  York  (Mr.  LiTtHOBTOH)  h^  misstated  the 
issue  of  the  business.  The  laat  report  on  the 
subject  was  that  it  would  be  beet  to  leave  the 
regnlation  of  the  snl^eot  to  the  LegislatDrea  of 
the  several  States.  Mr.  M.  dlowedthathia  re- 
flections npon  the  whole  body  of  Qoakera  were 
too  gener^  and  he  had  no  heeltatJoB  in  retract- 
ing them ;  but  be  believed  a  number  of  them 
WM«  guilty  of  the  ohaivee  brought  against  them 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina. 

Mr.  Thatohsb  sud,  i^  when  the  motion  was 
first  made,  he  had  been  against  it,  from  what 
bad  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  sntfjeot,  he 
should  now  be  in  &vor  of  it ;  foT\  notwithstand- 
ing they  opposed  Che  second  rea£ng  of  the  peti- 
tion, they  were  filing  off  in  squads  to  read  it, 
and  ready  to  fight  for  a  aight  of  it.  He  bdiered, 
therefore,  they  had  aome  reasons  for  oppodng 


r  of  persona  held  in  bondage  who  were   the  second  reading,  which  did  not  mear. 
"  '~'~^  I  reCanad  to  what  had  beeo  aaid  by  the  gei 


iuily  aititied  to  liber^. 


He 
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man  from  North  Carolioa,  u  to  the  &ct  stated 
tn  the  petition,  and  sud  that,  notwithstandiag 
the  iawa  which  be  h&d  read,  the  &ct  tn^t  be 
true ;  but  that  this  twj  doabt  abont  the  &ct 
waa  aa  additional  reason  for  going  into  the 
inquiry. 

Gentlemen  had  said,  however  good  and  vir- 
taoQB  the  petitioners  might  be,  it  onght  to  have 
noeffeetnpon  the  petition;  if  tbisweretrne,  be 
hoped  when  they  were  repreeented  as  the  worst 
of  men,  that  representation  was  not  meant  to 
tofiuence  their  decidon  on  the  question.  Mr.  T. 
oonld  not  oonc«ve  for  what  purpose  the;  were 
carried  to  Gnrope,  to  witness  the  scenes  which 
had  taken  place  there  for  the  hist  ten  years. 
Was  this,  he  Baked,  the  state  of  eociety  t  If  he 
thonght  so,  if  it  had  the  faintest  resemblance  of 
what  was  taking  place  there,  he  would  &y  ftota 
it  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  and  there 
make  his  habitation.  Mr.  T.  wished  an  inqniry 
to  take  place ;  there  was  a  part  of  the  United 
States  in  which  slavery  was  tolerated — some  of 
the  members  from  those  parts  thonght  it  not 
right;    there  were  other  parts  of  the  Union 


iam,  which  produced  re«t ;  bnt,  the  more  fre- 
quently the  enbjeot  was  looked  into,  the  more 
mitioated  wonld  be  its  effects. 

The  qaeetion  was  taken  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  petition,  and  carried — 08  votes  being 
in  tlw  affirmative, 

Mr.  QALU.TIII  moved  that  It  be  referred  to  a 
adect  ooininitt«e. 

Mr.  Oorr  wished  it  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tiie  Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  on  th«  aaltjeot  of  kidnapping  negroes, 


Mr.  RuiLansK  thonght  a  select  committee 
would  be  beet,  as  stage-playfl,  cook-fighting, 
horae-raoing,  and  other  evils,  wonld,  of  ooorse, 
heooDsideKd. 

The  qnestion  for  reference  to  a  select  conumt^ 
t«e  was  pat  and  carried — C0  members  being  ' 
the  affirmative. 

Hve  members  being  agreed  upon  to  fbnn  the 
committee,  the  Bpbaxeb  named  Meesr&  8ir- 
OBXAVW,  NioBOLu,  Daita,  Bohhskuas,  and  8. 
Smtth,  for  the  pnrpoee. 

The  HouM  adjoomed. 

FnmAT,  Beowaber  1. 
A  new  member,  to  wit :  Jobbph  nnenB,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  room  of  George 
Ege,  who  has  resigned  Ins  seat,  appeared,  pro- 
dnoed  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 

Several  other  member^  to  wit ;  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Akdbsw  Obssg;  from  Kentncfcy, 
Tnoiua  T,  Dayjb  ;  and  from  North  OaroUna, 
Natsui  Bbtait,  and  BBHFear  Btrsan,  appeared 
and  took  their  aeate  in  the  House. 

The  Clerk  then  informed  the  House  that  he 
had  heard  from  a  member  of  the  BenMe  that 


ordh.  [Deoekbib,  1T9T, 

the  Spkaeeu  was  indi^MMed ;  so  much  so  tti»t 
be  was  not  able  to  conununicat«  his  indispo^- 
tlon  to  the  House  In  writing. 

Mr.  Dent  said,  this  being  the  case,  he  should 
move  that  the  ordera  for  this  day  be  furlh«t 
postponed  till  Monday;  which  motion  hdsg 
agreed  to,  the  Clerk,  on  motion,  atUonmed  tlie 
Honee  till  Monday  morning,  at  II  o'clock, 

MoKDAT,  December  4. 
Thoius  8DimB,  irom  South  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, and  took  his  seat 

Ptiblieation  of  D^atet. 

Mr.  DwiBHT  FoffiKB  preeented  the  petiUoa  of 
Thomas  Camenter,  statmg  that  he  was  the  edi- 
tor of  the  American  Senator,  published  during 
the  session  of  Congress  ending  in  March  last; 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  that  seeeion,  ha 
presented  a  memorial  to  the  House,  praying  iti 
support  of  his  work;  that  the  House  had  de- 
clined supporting  it  as  a  l>ody,  but  reoeiTO4!  in- 
dividual assurances  of  support  from  many  cflbe 
members,  he  had  been  induced  to  engage  in  the 
work ;  hut  the  event  had  proved  u&Etvorable  U 
him.  He  hoped  now,  therefore,  that  he  nhonld 
be  reoompensed,  by  the  House  engaging  to  take 
three  copies  for  each  member  of  the  work  be 
proposed  to  publish  this  seeeion,  (provided  ba 
met  with  the  support  he  prayed  for,)  vbich, 
computing  the  session  at  eighteen  weeks,  ba 
supposed  would  not  amount  to  more  tbia 
(3,260. 

Mr.  D.  FosTEB  moved  that  (hispetitioDbere- 
forred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Oorr  objected  to  »  rd'erenc&  T^ 
House,  he  said,  had  so  oflen  detemuoed  to  hava 
nothing  to  do  with  the  nublication  of  tha  da- 
bates,  Qiat  he  thonght  it  time  to  have  done  with 
the  subject  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  petition 
might  he  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FoflTiB  and  Mr.  Thatohik  spoke  in  ft™ 


Tedbsdit,  December  7. 
Amy  Dardiii. 

Mr.  T- OuiBOKira  s^d,  that  doringtbelari 
Winter,  a  report  bad  been  made  by  the  Conumt- 
tee  of  Olums,  on  the  petition  of  Amy  DirdlD, 
unfavorable  to  tiie  petitioner,  which,  after  fill 
discussion,  had  been  disagreed  to  by  the  Honae; 
and  on  the  24th  of  Fehmary  a  motion  ftff  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  bring  in  a  hill  forier 
relief  was  made  and  committed  to  a  CouunittM 
of  the  Whole,  but  for  want  of  time  had  not  been 
aeted  npoa  He  now  wished  to  bring  the  nat- 
ter before  the  House,  and  for  that  purpM 
moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  Iriag 
in  a  bin  for  the  relief  of  Amy  Dardin. 

This  motion  met  with  oppoeition.  It  ^A 
perhape,  be  recollected  that  Una,  though  a  strong 
olaim,  in  point  of  Juatioe,  is  dlnoUj  hi  the  &« 
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nf  tbe  limiUtion  Act  Heesra.  Haooh,  8it- 
UDUTXS,  and  Habpkb,  wish«d  the  matter  to  gc 
■gtin  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claimi,  aa  manj  mem- 
boi  now  in  the  Honse  were  TinaicqiiaiTited  with 
the  merita  of  the  Dlaim ;  and  the  latter  gentle- 
ntn,  becaoae  he  thought  the  Eonae  had  been 
fuprued  into  a  decision,  contrary  to  fifty  other 
detenninatlona  on  suiular  qaestiotis,  which  ought 
sow  to  be  reTeraed. 

Hr.  Ci.uBOBn  exposed  this  cottne,  anil 
tniit«d  the  Houae  wmud  again  be  infloenoed  b; 
the  jnstioe  of  the  dalm,  to  act  as  they  bad  hen 
tfifore  doae,  by  paeauig  a  bill  for  the  reUef  of  til 
pttitiMMr. 

Mr.  Guu^TiK  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
commit  the  borinea  to  the  aanie  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  they  had  yesterday  referred 
*  report  of  the  Committee  of  Clumg  □□  '' 
mlject  of  excepting  a  certain  deacriplio 
damn  from  the  operation  of  that  act. 

The  bonness  was,  however,  elosed  by  Ur. 
Cluborrk'b  withdrawing  hia  moCian  for  the 


IfoKDAY,  December  11. 

Tiro  other  membwra,  to  wit :  Jakes  Gilles- 

m  and  Jo«ph  UoDowbu.,  from  the  State  of 

Korth  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  their  seata. 

TimanAT,  December  12. 
Aelt »/ Limitation. 

lb.  Gallatut  called  for  Qie  order  of  the  day 
00  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Clwms,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  and  report 
(m  the  expediency  or  ineipe^ency  of  designa- 
ting CNtun  claims  against  the  United  States  to 
be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  acta  of 
Umitation;  which  being  asreed  to,  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of 
the  Vbtde  on  the  entgeot,  Mr.  Dura  in  the  chur. 
The  npori  was  read,  as  foUows : 

ne  Caaunittee  ef  Chfan*  who  irere  "  iiatnioted  to 
inijaira  into,  and  report  on,  the  expediency  or  kiexpe- 
JiDtyef  rfarigneftngeartaia  cl»iip>  agafaut  the  United 
StaM^  to  be  azoepted  from  the  operation  of  the  acti 

Tkat,  in  obedience  to  die  orian  of  t^e  Honee,  they 
fan*  nade  all  the  iDOurie*  wUch  to  then  >iveer 
BMaaaij;  that  th^  bsre  attnUinly  and  deiibe- 
jtkAf  eoaaUeced  the  miyect  icTamd  to  them ;  and 
vitppbAat  that  itirmudnot  beespedieattodeog- 
aaM  aaj  tftdm  of  daimi  asainit  the  United  Statei 
irtidi  >fa  oaw  aflteted  by  um  aoti  of  '"■■'♦■*<~'.  to 
t>  eiBipled  ftwn  tbeopenwoiiof  thoM  actA 

la  oHMUaiiiv  thia  ntgec^  a  nriew  of  the  situAtioD 
d'tfae  Uniteit  States  aa  mpectad  their  Bnaocei,  dn- 
■iag  the  period  when  meat  wT  the  demandiorigiaated, 
•Bi  nqaiata.  It  was  al)o  Deoexeiy  to  aicertaln 
■list  meaairea  had  been  adapted  by  CoDgresa,  both 
■kIb  the  old  and  under  the  preient  gorermnent,  to 
bm^  (H  die  .lji¥i»TwT«  -(jainM  tbe  StAtei  to  a  liqnldA- 
An  and  Mttlement 

It  viD  be  ncoHeoted,  that,  at  the  oommencement 
<f  dtt  var,  the  United  States  mra  deMitate  of  money ; 
mi  dnriag  a  long  period  t£  yean  sflenrAtdi,  were 
■Uiged  to  idy  i^ndpaHy  co  cradi^  for  oanying  on 


HsTiDg,  at  that  time,  bo  settled  National  Gorem- 

ment,  a  r^nlu  ■yrtcm  for  ooadoctliig  pabUo  bniineu, 
BfpBdally  TDoney  trouMctioiu,  dependiog  oo  credit 
was  not  to  be  eipecled. 

Great  unmbers  of  indiTidosli  weie  neceaiarfly  io- 
Teeted  with  the  power  of  binding  the  public  by  their 
coDtraets.  Almost  erery  officer  or  the  Aimy,  whether 
In  the  CDmrniMuya  Depaitment  or  otherwise,  in 
diffbreot  •tageioftite  war,  had  it  in  his  power  to  oon- 
bact  debts  legally  or  eqoitably  Unding  npoa  the 
United  Stalea  We  find  Coogrsti,  at  VAiioiu  timea^ 
during  tbe  war,  endeavoring  to  make  smogements 
which  ihaold  prevent  an  nndee  nie  of  the  powers 
TSited  in  individnals,  and  the  dangennu  conseqoen- 
eea  to  which  the  Government  waa  thereby  necviaarily 
exposed.  The  acta  of  the  CCh  of  Shrch,  ITT9,  and 
of  the  ZSd  of  Angnst,  ITSO,  were  cAlcn]ated  to  limit 
the  pnblic  renonnbHity  in  sooh  caseA  After  the 
peace,  and  under  the  old  Garemment,  periods  were 
prescribed,  within  which  dalmi  of  certaia  descrip- 
tions, and  finally  all  nnliqiudAted  claims,  were  to  be 
eiliibited  lor  settlement,  or  to  be  for  ever  thereafter 

It  must  be  aidiwwiedged  by  all,  that  dnriag  those 
periods  every  provision  which  conld  rational^  have 
been  expected  waa  made  for  the  accommodsdon  of  in- 
dividnsjt  having  clahna  against  the  public,  Co  enable 
them  to  ohtaln  proper  aeCtlementa  of  their  demands. 
The  ^nmals  of  Congress  under  the  conbdeiation 
will  abmidenCly  jniti^  thii  remark. 

CommiaiioneiB  were  appobtcd,  with  special  or 
general  powert^  to  settle  Xht  claima  of  indiiidnala  In 
all  the  deparbneuts ;  and,  in  every  Inatance,  the 
powers  given  were  plenary  and  explicit.  Sufficient 
time  was  given  for  every  one  to  obtain  Information 
and  pursne  bis  remedy  ;  and  ample  opportunity  was 
given  ibr  all  to  aubstantlata  their  claims,  or,  at  leaat, 
to  present  abstracta  of  them,  which  woold  have  pro- 
vented  their  being  foreclosed  hy  the  acta  deiigned 
eventually  to  operate  upon  them.  The  cases  cannot 
be  numerona.  In  which  the  want  of  opportunity  to 
bring  forward  clums  can  be  joatly  pleaded  as  an  ea- 
cnse  for  the  omisaioo. 

By  the  act  of  the  17th  of  March,  1TB6,  all  perwrns 
having  imliqiiidated  ctUmt  against  the  United  States 
were  required,  within  twelve  noaths,  to  exhibit  par- 
ticular  abstracts  of  nuji  claims,  to  some  of  tbe  Cton- 
misdooers  in  the  Stats  in  which  they  respectively  re- 
rided,  who  were  sent  and  empow^ed  to  settle  Be> 
conots  against  the  United  States,  nnder  the  penalty 
or  coeditlon  that  acconnts  not  so  presented,  ihonld  be 
thereafter  settled  only  at  the  Treasoty. 

By  another  act  of  Congreaa,  of  the  nine  year,  vis:, 
November  2d,  1785,  all  persona  having  claims  for 
aervlcaa  performed  in  the  mllitaiy  department,  wore 
directed  to  exhibit  the  aame  for  liqnidatioD  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Army  accounts,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  Anguit,  then  enaniog.  By  that  aet  it 
was  exprflialy  resolved,  that  all  clainu,  imder  the  de- 
acription  sbOTe  mentioned,  which  night  be  exhibited 
after  that  period,  ahonld  be  for  ever  thereafter  preclu- 
ded from  B^ostment  and  illowince. 

And  it  was  provided,  by  tbe  act  of  Jnly  23d,  1787, 
that  all  persons  having  nnliquidsted  oluma  against 
the  United  States,  pertaining  to  the  late  Commiata- 
rios',  Quartermastoi'A  Hospital,  Clothier's,  or  Marine 
department,  ahonld  e^ilbit  psrticnlar  abstracts  of  such 
elaima  to  the  proper  Comminioner  appc^Ced  to  settle 
Oie  aoconnts  or  thoee  departments,  witUn  eight 
ha  from  tbe  date  of  the  aaid  act;  and  -all  per- 
havti^  ethw  unliquidated  dalma  agahttt  the 
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United  States,  wers  to  exlubit  partioalai  ftbttraots 
thereof  te  the  CompCroller  ti  uie  Tteutuy  of  tlie 
Doited  StAtei,  within  one  jear  from  the  lUte  there- 
of;  ind  all  acconnti  not  sihihited  u  afiireaud,  mra 
to  be  predoded  friHO  SBttlimant  or  illowuioe. 

TheM  regulatioDB  were  adt^Ced  by  Ctaigieu  nndar 
the  old  GoTcmmeut  Great  oue  wu  taken  to  have 
them  ezteniiTeJj  nibUehed,  ta  that  ereir  imUTidnal 
who  wu  interested  might  be  informed  of  their  aziit- 
•nee  aodopenlaon. 

Ubdei  the  present  oooHitntian  then  has  not  been 
Wkndiig  a  disposition  to  reliere  certain  indindoftls 
whose  d^ms  were  oonsideted  as  pecoltarly  meritori- 
OQS,  which  had  been  afficted   117  the   acts  above 

With  this  Tlew,  in  Hardi,  179^  two  seTeral  acte 
ef  Congnei  were  passed,  suqMi  " 


in  of  the  iBsok 
TCmber  2d,  17Sfi,  and  Jul;  2Tth,  1787,  so  Tu  as  they 
had  baiTsd  or  might  be  oonstrned  to  bar  the  cklmi 
of  the  widow  or  orphan*  of  any  officer  of  the  late 
ann;,  te  the  seren  years'  half  ^t^  of  such  officer ;  or 
the  clalniB  of  any  officer,  soldier,  artiScer,  saQor,  and 
marine,  of  the  Jmny  of  the  United  States,  Gv  per- 
BonsJ  serrices  rendered  to  the  United  States  In  the 
mJUtaij  or  DBTal  droartmeol*. 

In  coDseqnence  of  these  laipeDsions,  many  claims 
were  exhibited,  and  allowed  against  the  Govenuaent 
There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  in  some  instances,  the 
poblic  were  defrauded  for  want  of  proper  pre-eiiiting 
ohecki  and  evidences  <£  payments  being  made.  This 
tniqpeiiBioo  oontdooed  for  the  teimof  two  yean,  which 
WIS  till  Maroli,  1794.  In  the  mean  time,  vii :  on  the 
12th  tX  Fabmiuy,  1798,  the  act  "  relative  to  clumi 


SMntial  to  the  pnblio  adninistnitioB  thtt 
of  jost  demands  npon  the  Gorcniment 
shoold  be,  within  a  reasonable  period,  definitely  ts- 
oertained.  It  was  essential  to  poblio  safe^  and  to 
right,  in  reUtion  to  the  whole  oommnnilT,  that  all 
nnsettled  cMmi  shonld  be  made  known  within  a  time 
in  there  wen  yet  means  of  proper  investigation, 
after  whicb  the  pnblio  respoDsibility  iho^  ter- 
minals, and  the  posdbility  of  charging  the  Gorem- 
ment  by  collnsiTe  and  fit^tiooa  cfmtraots,  shonld  be 
at  an  end. 

The  jnstlce  as  well  as  pdit^  oF  acte  of  limltetioI^ 
nndar  snob  ciromnstancei,  cannot  be  doubted.* 

The  situation  of  do  ooontty  erei  pnaented  a  more 
olear  necesnty  for,  or  a  man  oompetent  jnstifleatlaii 
IDS  1^  that  natore.  And  all  the  teaaiw 
them  operate  to  reoommend  nnuasl 
,  arting  from  them,  with  the  additional 
fame  of  this  dicnmstaoce,  diat  the  enbeeqoeDt  )asjm 
of  time  has  increased  the  difficnl&e  of  a  do*  eiaia- 


le  aoDoonte  of  a  considerable  nmnber  of  effioen, 
bad  it  in  their  power  to  hind  the  pnblic  liy  tlieir 
oootracts,  and  who  were  intrusted  with  large  snms 
of  money  fbr  ftil£lling  their  engag^oentt,  mpaia 
muettled  Some  01  those  penon*  are  dead ;  odien 
have  absconded ;   the  bnsiiiesi  baa  been  ooodocttd 


nsupou 


was  passed  by  Congress,  alter  a  seiioni  and  attentive 
o^^Ueration  of  the  mtyect 

'Sq  that  law  it  was  pFonded,  "  that  bH  oUms 
the  United  States  for  services  or  sopplies,  or  fbr  < 
eanse,  matter,  or  thuig,  famisbed  or  done,  previoni  to 
flie  4th  d^  of  Haivb,  17B9,  wlietber  fbuoded  npon 
oertiBoBtas,writtendoonment«from  pnbHo  officers,  or 
oAerwise,  whldi  had  not  alrea^  I>een  barred  by  any 
Mt  of  limitation,  and  which  ahoold  not  be  presented 
at  the  Treasniy  befora  the  first  day  of  Hay,  1791, 
ahonld  fbr  ever  after  be  barred  and  pnfclnded  fiom 
•ettlemeot  or  allowanoe."  But  this  was  not  to  bf 
oonstmed  as  afficting  Loan  Office  certifioates,  cer- 
tificates of  final  settlements,  Indents  of  interest,  bal- 
ances entered  on  the  books  <£  the  Re^pster  of  the 
Treasory,  r^jistered  certificates,  foreign  loans,  01  cer- 
tificates issned  nnder  the  act  making  prori^on  for 
the  pnblic  debt  of  the  United  States. 

One  other  act,  passe '  ''     * '  ' 
provided  that  Lokn  ( 

mant^  and  indents  (     _ ,    .  „, 

should  be  pnaented  at  the  office  of  the  AnditoT  of  the 
Trcasnry,  on  or  betbre  the  first  day  of  January,  In  the 
(resent  year,  1797,  or  be  fbr  ever  after  barred  or  pre- 
ehided  &om  settlement  or  allowance. 

T]»  sommary  contains  a  general  view  of  flia  prln- 
e^ial  acts  of  Umitatioa,  by  which  olaims  against  the 


the 


ujuo  uavB  men  BinvHn. 
Fran  an  attentive  oonsideTation  ol 

■  -  —  nndar  which  tjiey  wcio  Dumjwu, 
»_.  .bUy  impressed  with  an  c^dnion  that 
be  exponent  to  snspend  their  operation, 
me  rental  extracted  &om  a  report  beretoftm 
I  to  Congress,  are  satijoined  by  the  oomnuttea, 
-" — ' '-  the  saligeat. 


a  bave  been  tbnnd  z 


•  Aflti  of  Umltstlan 
coontrlest  and  in  bE  soits  of  elilms,  to  quiet  demaadit  tiriii| 
things  to  HlUdiwnt,  snd  te  ptotMt  the  (air  daalur  from  itilt 
demands,  BAffl- time  and  aorddflnts  have  deprlted  him  oftb* 
meant  of  Inrallditliif  them.  Kamiiaiyln  UietiaaiacBoM 
at  IndIridIlal^  U»r  beooma  bUU  more  so  In  Uu  tianotliJBi 
of  the  OovenuneaL  lis  oDlcsrt  u*  eonstantly  chtn{ls|, 
and  the  knowladge  of  CrsBsseMoiu  eontinitsUj  Mug  lotl. 
and  the  reprBseatatlves  of  the  Govemnicnt  wtthoat  the 
peiBonal  intenil  which  stdmnlatu  Inqnlry  and  InitfiHiU* 
debnoe.  The  Govennunt  heeomia  belpless  against  dilai^ 
avan  lb*  most  mitnslUabls,  aAar  the  1^^  of  seOH  jHn; 


redsnlO 

naiiL    Eqaallf  soUglloits  W  pay  sveiy  valid  cl 
BToU  th*  payment  tt  nq|nst  «ms 
the  war  te  sail  apoa  all  elslmsnta  to 


(iftkae) 

stlon,  and  rattscitsd  at  the  IbimallM  of  the  Bcweevaa- 
meat  nndar  the  ooistltBtloB.  I^sr  took  the  ton  o(  lair, 
and  barred  the  dalnu  wUoh  wan  sot  pnaented  wltUa  Ub- 
Ited  times.  The  fissi  bar  was  asvsn  yeaia  aSsr  Um  ■■■ 
OoTennsBt  went  Into  operatiai.  TlisesBuiiitlBBiSfwUA 
Hi.  6aU*tln  was  ehalnnso,  made  an  eaninentlea  <t  tMs 
aiaennt  stetetn,  aad  reported  la  fcverrf  Ibelr  olsui  1  !■■ 
a  nport  in  wbMi  the  Hoose  eewmnat,  eat  t«  lAM  <>» 

nssont  Iniriileh  tbeyw 

does  tMBOttaa;  and  atala  claims  MIbbi 

without  THtralnt,  and  proved  wltheot  diflloaltr,  wUck  at 

eall  eonld  bring  (bith  at  the  Urns  thay  wan  nfp«)d  Is 

have  origluted.    It  Is  Instraetlve  to  look  over  lbs  IM  rf 


e  the  p 


te  can  In  all  valid  di 
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Sawrol  JTofCHidii. 


t7  odNti  with  w  Httla  ordar  ai 


fowcc  to  raodoi  m  proper  Matanisat  of  tlialT  tnuUKO- 

" —     Tb«  booka  and  p^an  of  odwn,  who  had  «e- 

ra  tnula,  hara  liaam  daitnmd,  to  m  to  preohide 


ik*  poanbititjr  of  aattlameot.  Heno 
Aat  tba  GoT«rmaeDt  wcnild,  in  a  gnac  nmnDflr  gi 
nnt,  b«  diititDta  of  tha  moana  dT  ropellii^  Dofiiaiid^ 
ltd  ena  aatiiGed  claima,  for  want  of  docnmentt  and 
•oadwn^  which  odIj  coold  hava  ranJted  from  a  doe 
HtdemaDt  with  thoaa  offlcar^  and  fiDni  tha  i*"*""'"" 
rf  didrbooiu  and  papen. 

It  ni^t  ba  tnftmd  witlunt  proof;  and  it  liai  i^ 
fMiad  ID  tha  oomaa  of  bn^nan  at  the  Tnanuj,  Aat 
t  waa  a  faaottee  with  cvt^  paUio  officei^  on  ob- 
tiiaag  nqipliaa,  to  give  leodpta  and  eertUoatM  tot 
Ami,  and  whas  ihaj- mada  pajioeiiti,  aitbar  partial^ 
■  lotallf,  to  taka  diitiliet  raonpti  from  the  parties 
'  '  ■'  a  pajment  opwi  the 
ft  *aiT«Dd«r  sf  thvio. 


•SI' 


Ihatn 


■BTieca  and  (btniibad  M^pHeft  fbr  whioh,  thnwh 
MlActton  may  ha*«  baan  mada^ the  aridaiioaa  oflt 
*mU  not  be  Ja  tbe  poaacaaon  of  the  Qoremment. 
lad  hanoa,  from  lalaxatioDa  of  the  limitatlOB  iota, 
Am  woold  ba  graat  dangM  diat  niiich  mora  li^iu- 
tfea  voold  be  dnia  to  the  Uiiited  Stalei  ihan  jnMioa 

The  pciodplei  of  aelT-deTeDce,  theieToB,  require  and 
jWt^  an  adnerenea tc  thoaa  acta ganerallj;  and  there 
u»  aot  *Dj  parttcnlar  qmciei  n  clumi,  which,  to 
tinr  of  tha  oommittaa,  oogbt  to  ba  aiampted  from 


a  as  «>dai  of  the  Hoom  at  the  Gnt  ae*. 
iao  of  the  peaent  Coagnu,  ar^ort  waa  made  to 
tbcB,  hBTiK  moial  nfeenoa  to  thu  anl^jeot.  It  waa 
anddared  m  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aodasiaedto 
tjdieHoaaeoothafifthdarorFobrui7,lT96.  To 
Aat  tm^  and  the  daomaeiita  accompaiijmg  the 
^ma,  tfas  eommlttae  aA  leave  to  retbr  the  E^ua* 
mA  imiiii  IfiiHj  aalmilt  tha  whole  ntyect  to  Qmui 

WwDstsDiT,  December  18. 
Jobs  Wilkib  Kittbri,  from  FeniuflTUiiA, 
ippeaced,  lod  took  his  seat  in  the  Hoiue. 

FxiDAT,  December  IS. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Pxixa  SnuAcx,  from 

Kev  Huapahire,  in  placie  of  Jeremiah  Smith, 

NMgned,   ■j>peared,  produced  his  credenti^ 

WH  qnaUflfld,  and  took  hia  seat. 

TmnanLT,  December  24. 
Avtjf  Dardm. 

lb.  T.  OiAonaan  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  CbmmittM  of  Olaima,  on  the  petidon  of 
Anj  Dardin,  be  rd'erred  to  ft  OoDunittee  of 
thtVhoIe. 

The  Snucn  aaid,  that  the  report  having 
Uai  ncgatired  at  a  former  wadon,  and  a  bill 
Inagiit  ill  for  her  relief^  bnt  not  decided  npon, 
th  proper  motion  wonld  be  to  appoint  a  oom- 
■ittae  to  bring  in  ft  bilL 


[H.  w  R. 

Ur,  Glatbokkb  made  that  motion,  which  Hr. 
Corr  moved  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claime,  in  order  that  the;  might  report  the 
&ot3  relative  to  the  case,  which  were  not  gener- 
allv  known. 

Mr.  OunoKm  objected  to  this;  and 


Fbidat,  December  S2. 
■     Oentral  Kot^vtke. 

Mr.  Dawboh  wished  to  caQ  the  attention  of 
the  Honae  to  a  snt^eot,  wbioh,  he  doubted  not, 
would  intereet  the  feelings  of  everj  member. 
The  BQbJeot  he  allnded  to  was  the  sitnation  ot 
Qeneral  Koadnsko.  It  was  a  foot  wall  known  to 
everj  man  in  this  ccnntrr,  it  was  a  fact  known 
to  the  world,  that  this  brare  man  entered  into 
the  servioe  of  the  TTnited  Btatet^  at  an  earl;'  pe- 
riod  of  oar  Revolntion^  war.  When  this  ser- 
vice was  ended,  lie  reoeiTOd  finm  the  Govern- 
ment a  oertifioate  d'whatWMdne  to  him.  He 
retnmed  to  Poland,  his  native  oonntrr:  there, 
animated  b^  the  aame  qiirit  which  had  led  him 
to  take  a  part  in  onr  stciig^e  for  independeuoe, 
he  endeavored  to  overtlirow  the  existing  tyranny, 
and  to  introdnoe  in  its  plaoe  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence. For  eome  lime  his  attempt  seemed 
likely  to  be  crowned  wilh  snccees ;  bnt,  on  the 
fatal  10th  of  October,  17M^  overpowered  by 
nnmbers,  ho  waa  defeated  and  taken  prisoner. 
Oovered  with  vonnda  and  with  glorf,  he  was 
condncted  to  the  prison  of  Petersbnrgh.  When 
he  was  rdeased  iK>m  thence,  be  immediately  set 
ont  to  this  oonnlry,  bera  to  spend  the  rem^der 
ot  Ids  life.  He  waa  now  within  this  dtj ;  bnt, 
fr«m  the  wonnda  he  had  raodved  in  his  ardaooa 
bat  onancoeaiftil  oonfliet,  be  wm  nnable  to  walk 
or  to  attend  to  any  buinen.  The  nafortnnate 
day  on  which  ha  was  taken  prisoner,  he  lost  his 
all,  and  wiUi  it  the  oertificate  of  ue  Mrvices 
rendered  to  the  United  States.  He  was  anablcy 
therefore,  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  his  aoconnt 
at  the  Treasory.  To  set  amde  all  difflcnlty  in 
the  matter,  Ur.  D.  proposed  to  offbr  a  readaticn 
to  theoonsideratjonof  theHonse  J  andaaitwaa 
lostioe  only  which  he  son^t  for  tnis  brave  nuut, 
he  donbted  not  that  a  qnrit  of  Jnstioe  woa]d  en- 
anre  its  adoption.  It  was  to  the  foUowing  ef- 
fect: 

" Ritthiif-Tbtt  a  oommlttea  ba  ^qx^tad  to  la- 
qidn  and  report  whetbeT  any,  aad,  if  any,  what  pro- 
vidona  are  neoawaiy,  to  obtain  paymant  oTtha  eUbn 
of  Oan.  Eoaedniko  on  tha  United  Stataa." 

Hx.  I.  Pabxbr  seconded  the  motion.  He 
hoped  the  reaolntion  wotdd  be  agreed  to,  and 
that  immediato  attention  woold  be  paid  to  the 
nnfortnnate  gentleman,  as  he  believed,  exoept 
he  made  nse  of  the  grant  made  to  him  by  the 
£mperor  of  Russia,  which,  he  believed,  he  waa 
disnohnad  to  d(^  for  oooaidering  his  predeoea- 
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eor  as  the  chief  caase  of  hu  own  misfortunes, 
and  those  of  hia  coontrj,  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
nnder  obligaCiooa  to  hiia.  The  oertificate  ^ren 
to  the  General  on  his  departnre  from  hence,  was 
for  $13,800,  npon  which  he  had  received  only 
one  year'a  interest.  He  hoped,  therefore,  aa  he 
had  the  mi^ortane  to  lose  bis  certifioate,  at  the 
time  he  was  taken  prisoner,  that  the  Honae 
woold  take  saoh  measnree  as  ehoold  enable  him 
to  receive  the  amonnt  of  hia  certificate,  with  the 
Interest  due  thereon. 

Mr.  Cora  moved  that  the  reeolntion  sbonld  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Olaime,  bnt  af- 
terwards changed  his  motion  »o  aa  to  mikke  that 
oommittee  the  committee  to  inquire  and  report, 
instead  of  a  select  committee.  He  professed  to 
have  DO  other  object  in  these  motions  than  that 
this  claim  should  take  the  same  eomse  with  other 
claims. 

The  motion  waa  anpported  by  Uessrs.  Aixmi, 
J.  WiLLiAm,  Maooh,  and  EDKOim.  It  was  op- 
posed bv  Uessra.  J.  Pabxsb,  LrvisaBTOir,  Qal- 
UiTiH,  Bbookb,  Nioaous,  Harpxb,  Shbpbbd, 
Otts,  Pisoehxt,  SwAinncx,  S.  Shitb,  T.  Ou.i- 
BosiiB,  and  UoDowsu^ 

The  motion  for  a  reference  to  the  Conumttee 
of  Clums  was  lost — 66  to  88. 

Ur.  PraoEHBT  said,  that  aa  this  didm  waa  dif- 
ferent from  most  others  which  came  before  that 
Eonae,  and  having  himself  had  aomething  to  do 
In  the  bnsinees,  he  would  atste  to  the  Honae 
what  he  knew  of  it  Previous  to  General  Kob- 
dusko's  return  to  Poland,  whilst  he  was  in  Ger- 
many, he  applied  to  the  PoUsh  Ambassador  in 
London,  by  letter,  reqneatinK  him  to  make  ap- 
plication to  the  American  Hiniater  there  for 
payment  of  a  part  of  the  money  dne  to  him  from 
the  United  States.  The  mode  of  transacting 
this  bn«ness  was  tliia :  The  interest  arising  from 
the  certificate  granted  to  the  General,  was  made 
payable  in  Paris ;  bnt  from  the  ohaiige  which 
took  place  in  the  French  Government,  the  Ge- 
neral did  not  Icnow  how  to  receive  it  there, 
which  waa  the  reason  of  his  making  application, 
lirongh  the  Polish  Minister,  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  in 
London.  Mr.  P,  wrote  to  the  American  leis- 
ter in  Paris  for  an  order  on  the  bankers  of  the 
United  States  In  Holland,  bnt  having  in  the 
mean  Ume  received  a  letter  fhtm  Gen.  Koednsko, 
reqneatiDg  the  money  to  be  sent  for  him  to  Ra- 
tisbon  or  IiOipsic,  he  (Mr.  P.)  sent  an  order  to 
Amsterdam,  requesting  the  bankers  there  to 
transmit  the  money  eilber  to  Ratisbon  or  I«ipsic, 
as  the  exchange  shonld  be  most  advantageons. 
In  the  interim  General  Koscinako  retnmed  to 
Poland,  and  he  sappKiaed  he  then  had  no  time 
to  attend  to  this  bnaineas.  He  never  heard  any 
more  npon  the  anbiect  mitil  he  aaw  the  General 
In  Philadelphia,  wneb  he  foond  this  money  had 
not  been  received  by  him ;  so  that  he  mppoeed 
it  yet  lav  in  the  hands  of  the  Leipsio  or  Ratia- 
bon  banker. 

Finding  thia  to  be  the  case,  Ur.  P.  immediate- 
ly wrote  to  the  banker  at  Amsterdam,  request- 
ing him  to  redraw  the  money,  and  to  transmit 
tthere  fbr  the  Qenend'a  ose.    Bnt,  as  he  might. 


proper  in  the  Dnited  States  to  antioipste  ita 
return,  bysettlingthe  account  with  theGener^ 
He  hoped  in  wh^ver  wsy  thia  bnsineaa  was  ef- 
ftoted,  it  wonid  be  in  snoh  a  iray  as  not  to 
wonnd  the  feelings  of  a  man  who  had  deeerTed 

well  of  thia  cocntry. 

On  a  anggeation  of  Mr,  SirSBUVXS,  instead  of 
appointing  a  committoe,  the  Secretary  <£  the 
Treasnry  waa  directed  to  make  s  r^wrt  what 
"  Legislative  providon  waa  necessary,  Ac." 

Tlua  motion  was  carried  by  4S  to  10;  bnt 
whatever  diSerence  of  opinion  there  was  in  the 
House,  as  to  the  mode  of  doing  the  bnsiaMS, 
there  seemed  to  be  but  one  sentiment,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  complying  with  the  apirit  of  ths 
reeolntion. 

Wednesday,  December  27> 
SajctiKL  JoBDJH  Oabell,  from  the  StaM  of 
Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Count  dt  QratM. 
Ur.  LirDTOBTOM,  from  the  committee  .  o  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  daaght«Ts  of  the 
late  Oomit  de  Qraase,  made  a  report,  wbkh 
stated  that  the  snm  heretofore  allowed  by  Oon- 
gresa  was  intended  only  aa  a  t«mporaty  pwvi- 
sion,  until  the  events  of  the  war  should  peimit 
them  to  take  possesion  of  an  estoto  in  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  that  the  &cta  formerly  stated  showed 
that  the  moat  important  services  were  rendered 
to  the  United  States  by  their  &tlier,  from  mo- 
tives the  most  honorable,  nader  the  greatest  re- 
sponsibility, and  at  a  risk  the  moat  hazsidou 
that  ooifid  be  enconntered  by  an  officer  of  nnjc 
and  reputation ;  that,  with  a  recollection  of 
these  services,  it  would  consiat  ndther  with  the 
honor  nor  justice  of  the  United  States  to  w$a» 
an  adequate  provision  for  the  orphan  children 
of  the  man  who  rendered  them.  The  oomniit- 
tee,  therefore,  recommended  that  a  oertwn  bmb 
should  be  granted  to  each  of  them,  annnsllT,  for 
their  lives.  The  report  was  twice  read,  lad 
committed  for  Monday. 

TnuESDAT,  December  28. 
ffon.  Koteituko, 
The  BpujtXB  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letur 
and  report  fhim  the  Secretary  of  the  I^essnry, 
in  pnrsnanoe  of  a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the 
S8d  instant,  relative  to  the  dium  of  Geoenl 
Eoecinsko.  The  report  states,  that  the  acoonnta 
of  the  General  were  settled  at  the  Treasnryin 
1^64,  when  a  certificate  waa  issued  to  Um  lit 
113,280  4B,  bearing  an  interest  of  aix  per  cent 
t^om  the  1st  of  January,  1784,  which  was  stipn- 
lated  by  a  resolution  in  February  following,  in 
common  wilh  the  interest  doe  to  all  the  tom^ 
office™,  to  be  paid  annually  at  Paris;  thatin 
May,  1792,  moneys  were  graDt«d  by  Oongrees  to 
discharge  the  principal  and  intoreBt  «  ibM* 
debts,  at  which  time  ft  wasanppoeed  that  all  the 
officer*  had  reo^ved  their  fntereat  to  the  IK  a 
I  January,  1789 ;  but  it  now  ^qpean  by  tto 
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taiik«r'B  BcdOTict  At  Foru,  that  no  interoBt  had 
hMONoeiTed  by  General  Eosdnsko  for  four 
^tm,  viz.:  &am  1786  tolTS8.  Baffldentfnnds 
ta  p»y  the  mtorwt  from  1789  to  1782,  were,  in 
ITtS,  placed  ia  Amiterdam,  mbjact  to  the  dis- 
ponl  ot  onr  Kinister  at  Puis ;  that  hj  his  di- 
Kction  a  bill  for  the  amonnt  vsa  remitted  to 
Kr.  I^nckney  in  tiondon ;  bnt,  pnTsoant  to  the 
firMtion  of  GeneTttl  Eoaoiosko,  Mr.  PiDoknej 
wrate  to  the  banker  at  Amsterdam  to  remit  the 
CBwant  to  Leipeie  or  Dresden.  That  In  Beptam- 
ber,  1793, «  nolificaiion  wa«  pnblished,  that  pro- 
ikkm  hM  baen  made  for  paTing  the  prtnoipal 
ef  the  debt  dne  to  foref  gn  officers,  on  application 
rtthe  TreaaoiT,  after  the  16th  of  October  fot- 
lewine,  and  that  the  interest  npon  their  demands 
vonld  oeaae  after  the  last  daj  of  December  in 
flat  jear.  That  thongh  the  oertiSoate  ieaned 
to  the  Oeneral  is  stated  by  him  to  have  been 
kst  or  destroyed,  jet  the  powers  of  the  offloen 
of  the  Treaatuy  are  oompetent  to  the  payment 
of  $ia,S80  H,  the  prinotpal,  and  $a,M7  SB  inte- 
nat,  for  the  years  from  1786  to  1768,  on  reoeiTing 
a  bond  of  iodemnifloalion  from  the  General  r  bnt 
ttat  they  cannot  advuice  the  interest  sappoeed 
to  have  been  remitted  to  Leipsio  or  Dresden, 
Ukhi^  payment  will  be  immediately  made  for 
uy  nm  which  may  be  hereafter  redrawn,  and 
mdit«d  to  the  Uwted  9tat«a  at  Amsterdam ; 
Bar  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  allow 
•ny  interest  on  add  prindpal  riooe  the  1st  Jan- 
intT.  1T*8. 

On  modon  of  Ur.  Dawsoif,  this  report  was 
refored  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  Mon- 
*T. 

TcxBDAT,  Jannary  2. 
JoHX  FowhMM,  frran  the  State  of  Eeotookyi 
Mffetni.  and  took  hia  seat. 

Oaural  Xbtoimb). 

III.  Dawboh  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on 
tiw  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
&e  dtum  of  Gen.  Koednsko ;  which  motion  be- 
ing aeoeded  to,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Cmiunittae  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Ettteba.  in  the 
Adr,  and  the  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  DawKW  «id^  when  he  had  the  honor  of 
Mwmting  this  banneM  to  the  Honse,  he  hoped 
&•  proportion  be  t^en  lobmitted  would  hare 
ben  a^eed  to  in  that  way,  which,  in  hia  oinDion, 
wimldbaTe  been  most  honorable  to  Oie  United 
BttfML  and  most  agreeable  to  the  penon  oon- 
ttraed.  In  thishwehehadbeendiaappointed; 
birt,  though  Uiey  Unbred  a«  to  the  mode  (^  ^ing 
tbebo^nesa,  there  waa  bnt  one  opinion  as  to  the 
TwinrmitfTrif  HebadnowareKdoMontonib- 
DDt  to  the  condderatioii  of  the  Eonse,  which  he 
IrMedwotUd  meet  with  DO  oppontion.  Itwonld 
be  fband,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVsMDry,  that  the  acoonnting  officers  were  ready 

Xto  a«nentl  Koacinsko  |1S,380  principal, 
,M7  intorert,  from  1785  to  1788.    To  re- 
com  thixe  two  same,  therefiire,  there  woold 
bore  been  no  oocaaion  for  applioation  to  ' 
Vol.  n.— IS 
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Eonse.  It  also  states,  that  a  tdll  had  been  re- 
mitted to  onr  Minister  at  London,  for  the  inter- 
.0  to  1793,  bat  which  money  whb 
afterwards,  by  direction  of  the  General,  ordered 
'  ■  bo  remitted  to  Leipsio  or  Dresden ;  bnt  it  did 

t  appear  that  this  order  had  been  complied 
with.  It  was  dear,  however,  it  was  never  re- 
'ed  hy  him,  nor  had  he  given  any  person  a 
right  to  receive  it  Ee  hoped,  therefore,  as  the 
money  lay  at  Amsterdam,  Leipsio  or  Dreeden, 
and  oonid  at  any  time  be  got  by  the  United 
States,  there  wonld  be  no  objection  to  pay  the 
General  that  anm  at  this  time.  It  was  farther 
stated  in  the  report,  that  in  September,  1793,  a 
notification  was  published,  informliw  all  the 
foreign  officers  that  provision  was  made  at  the 
TreBsnry  fbr  the  payment  of  the  prindpal  ot 
their  debtee  and  that  the  interest  thereon  wonld 
tberefbre  cease  after  the  last  day  of  December  in 
that  year.  Upon  examination  lie  did  not  find 
that  this  arrangement  was  founded  npon  any 
'  r ;  it  was,  therefore,  a  regolation  agreed  np- 
by  the  Treasnry  Department,  and  ought  not 
operate  to  the  injury  of  persons  who  were 
ignorant  of  it  It  was  well  known,  that,  from 
the  peculiar  sitnation  of  General  Eosdneko  at 
the  time,  that  he  oonld  not  bear  of  it ;  and  the 
tnith  was,  he  never  did  bear  of  it  nntil  he  ar- 
rived in  this  dty.  He  hoped,  tberefbre,  there 
woold  be  no  objection  to  the  payment  of  the 
amount  of  the  certifloatea  with  intoreet  to  tbo 
prment  time.  To  effect  this  porpose,  he  pro- 
posed the  following  resolntion : 

"Saelwid,  That  ft  iathe  opinion  of  this  committer 
that  the  StcTttaij  of  tlie  Tr«ani>y  be  anthOTized  >nd 
directed  to  pay  to  Osneral  KokiiuIco,  the  intereet  oC 
SI  per  cent,  pet  anmim,  on  (12,280  S4,  the  omoBnt 
of  the  oeitifioMe  reo^ved  I^  him  from  the  Uoilsd' 
States,  and  now  loit,  from  the  Itt  of  Jsimaiy,  1789^. 
to  the  Slat  day  of  December,  1797.' 

This  resolution  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Maoor, 
OoiT,  and  J.  Wilijakb.  They  were  opposed  to 
interest  being  paid  np  to  the  present  thne,  and 
wished,  if  any  provision  were  made  for  paying 
hiterest  beyond  the  time  fixed  by  the  notifioa- 
tion  of  the  Treasnry,  that  the  regnlation  should 
l>e  a  genentl  one,  and  extend  to  ali  other  foreign 
officers.  They  were  also  ogtdnst  paying  the 
Interest,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  Paris 
for  Ganeral  Kosciusko's  use,  and-  which,  by  his 
direction,  was  afterwards  remitted  to  Leipdo 
or  Dresden,  as  it  most  prohaUy  lay  Uiere,  and 
wonld  be  paid  to  his  order  witbont  th^  inter- 
ference. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Ykha- 
BLB,  PisoianT,  J.  PaKEKB,  HiBPXB,  Gallatut, 
and  T.  OumoBNB,  and  was  finally  agreed  to 
without  a  division, 

WaozrasDAT,  January  S.    ^ 
IhUie>  on  DtttiUed  SpiriU, 

FXAOH  BBAOST. 

Mr,  Eabfxb  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on 
tbe  UU  to  amend  the  several  acta  for  laying  a 
dnty  on  spirits   disliUed  within   the  United 
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St&tw,  and  on  itills ;  which  motion  bein^  agreed 
to,  the  Home  rsBolved  itself  into  a  Oominittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  nil^ect,  Mr.  EmUA  Iq 
the  ohalr.    The  bill  having  b«en  read, 

Mr.  Maoox  said,  Uiat  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mlttee^  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  propoaitton 
for  allowing  diatillera  to  take  lioensee  for  a 
week,  havioK  been  referred  to  that  committee, 
if  it  were  taken  np  at  ^  this  was  the  proper 
time.  He  shoald,  Uierefore,  propoae  an  additioD- 
al  section  to  the  bill,  to  embraee  this  objection. 

Mr.  M.  accordingly  preMttted  a  section  to 
■How  of  weeUy  licenses. 

Thia  motian  prodnoed  a  oondderable  debate. 
It  waa  opposed  by  Messrs.  Biwall,  Obiswou]^ 
OaudTm,  Oobdon,  and  Bbooks,  on  the  gronnd 
that  the  dnt^  now  paid  upon  spirits  distilM 
from  fruit  (which  descriptjon  of  distillers  the 
regulation  was  avowedly  intended  to  acoom- 
modat^  was  not  eqnal  to  that  paid  b^  distillers 
of  grain,  as  the  duty  on  spirits  distilled  fWim 
fruit  was  not  more  than  two  and  a  half  cents 
per  gallon,  whilst  thai  on  spirits  distilled  from 
grain  paid  seven  oenta ;  and  if  the  amendments 
were  agreed  to,  this  ineqoality  would  be  in- 
ereaaed — for  penoaa  who  took  a  Uoense  for  a 
week,  by  praparlBg  tikeir  mat«rialfi  beforehand, 
and  working  night  and  day,  would  finish  tbur 
bnmneBs  within  that  time,  whioh  otherwise 
wonld  have  roqnired  a  fortnight;  by  whioh 
means  the  doty  wonld  be  rednoed  from  sii 
cents  per  gallon,  on  the  oapadty  of  their  stills, 
to  four  i  uiat  it  would  inoMBae  the  ten^tation 
to  frand,  as  that  temptation  was  strong,  or  the 
contrary,  in  proportitm  to  the  lengtla  of  time 
for  which  a  license  was  taken;  as  a  peraon  tak- 
ing a  license  for  a  fcntoight,  by  working  his 
»m  o>e  day  past  the  time  q>eci6ed  In  hia 
license  woold  gain  half  a  cent  a  gallon  on  the 
capacity  of  his  still,  whilst  he  who  to«k  out  a 
license  for  six  months  woold  only  gain  half  that 
annu  If  licenses  for  a  week  were  allowed,  the 
temptation  wonld  tberefone  be  inoreaaed;  that 
snoh  a  regulation  would 

dntiea  of  exdae  offlo 

material  advantages  to  infti-rltlTiiln  irtnnn  if  the 
owner  of  a  still  chF  fifty  gallons  took  ont  a  license 
for  a  fortnight,  when  a  week  might  hava  aerr- 
ed,  he  would  only  pay  a  dollar  roor«  than  he 
wonld  have  pdd  for  a  week;  that  what  tUa 
scale  of  dntiee  was  made,  referenoe  waa  had  to 
the  Ntnation  of  peraona  who  wonld  be  obliged 
to  take  out  a  license  for  a  fortni^t,  thongh 
tbey  might  not  have  fi^t  to  employ  a  still 
mote  thwi  a  few  days,  and  a  ral«  proportionably 
low  adopted ;  that  the  same  reasons  which  were 
urged  tar  allowing  lioensee  for  a  week  might  be 
urged  for  allowing  one  for  two  davs;  that, 
though  there  might  be  some  inoonvemencea  ei- 
perienoed  1^  the  distillers  of  fHiit,  (as  it  was  not 
donbt«d*  there  might  be  in  other  parta  of  the 
1*IV|)  7^  *a  It  was  only  Jnst  got  Into  opetwtion, 
it  woold  not  be  right  tA  enter  into  the  pnmoe- 
ed  regnlatiaa,  bnt  defer  it  to  the  period  when 
it  wonld  most  probably  he  neeessary  to  go  into 
a  rerlew  of  the  wkola  law. 


uuiu  umnuuni  uv  monnaBu;   uibl 

tion  would  greatly  angment  the 
le  offloar&  withoat  rendwlng  any 
ntages  to  ludividQals— dace,  if  the 


rJusuT,  int. 
The  motioD  was  sapported  by  Mtmn.  Munn 

H^BBISOM,      EUIFEB,    J.     PAHKU,     NlCBOUS, 

VuTABLa,  R.  Williams,  New,  Dxiiins,  T.  Olai- 
BOBira,  and  Clay.  It  waa  asserted  that  tbt 
law  as  it  now  stood  eidaded  fonr  ont  of  five  of 
the  owners  of  oroharda,  in  the  Sonthern  St^ 
from  diatilling  their  early  frait  at  all;  that  their 
peaches  ripened  hastily,  and  as  hastily  rotted, 
if  not  made  use  of.  Persons  who  had  only  fndt 
to  employ  their  atUls  for  three  or  four  daya, 
sooner  than  take  a  license  for  a  fortm^t,  nf- 
fered  their  frnit  to  rot ;  and  to  allow  lioeOBea 
for  a  week  wonld  prodnoe  a  conuderable  aog- 
mentation  of  tlie  rer«in&  amce  those  peraong 
only  wonld  tdie  such  a  license,  who,  if  that 
privilege  were  not  allowed,  woold  not  take  cot 
a  lioenae  at  all,  or  saoh  as  had  oocadon  to  dis- 
til a  few  daya  longer  after  tlieir  two  weeks' 
license  waa  expired.  It  was  oqjost  to  require 
a  man,  who  had  only  a  small  orchard,  and  oc- 
casion to  use  ft  still  bnt  a  few  days,  to  pay  a 
much  higher  duty  upon  hia  brandy  than  lut 
more  opulent  nughbor.  It  waa  not  so  inconsi- 
derable an  object  as  gentlemen  snppoaed,  NDoe 
it  had  not  reference  to  one  Uoense  only — &nn- 
en  in  the  Sonthem  States  haviiw  occanoa  to 
take  ont  separate  licensee  for  ihxta'  early,  tb^ 
middle,  ana  tbeir  latter  finita  j  and  this  regula- 
tion wonld  not  open  a  door  to  fivud,  as  wM 
anppoaed.  It  waa  an  nndeaerved  impnta&n 
the  characters  of  petBoaa  oonowned  in 


a  day.  The  penalties  oinueqnent  npon  fraud, 
if  the  virtue  of  the  persona  oonoemea  could  not 
be  relied  upon,  were  soffident  to  guard  against 
them ;  and,  if  they  were  not,  it  ooald  not  tM 
expected, as somegentlemai  Boaned  la  sapposa^ 
that  the  excise  officera  ahonld  overlook  the  sob- 
dnot  of  every  distiller.  If  tiiey  were  to  be  w 
inspected  and  sooorged,  an  attempt  to  defraud 
the  revenne  could  aoaroely  be  blamed;  and,  «i- 
eapt  it  were  the  intention  of  geatlemeD  to  «nA 
tUa  domestic  manQ&ctnr&  no  reaaonaUe  oljjeo- 
tioD  conld  be  urged  against  the  propontkon. 
IVe  otjeotifHU  wmioh  had  bean  ugea  proved 
the  ignoranoe  of  gentlemen  in  lea^^  to  this 
bruuk  of  bonncas ;  for  tltoug^  tbe  exdae  offloeia 
would  have  aome  tronUe  in  iaaaiiw  lioeiM 
it  was  believed  they  wonld  be  weU  satisfied 
to  encounter  it,  nnce  their  profits  were  in  pro> 
portion  to  t^e  qnantity  of  n>iTita  distilled ;  and 
though  this  law  bad  been  ont  a  ahort  time  in 
being,  the  laat  season,  having  bMn  a  scans 
fhiit  season,  had  pvm  a  good  opportonity  of 
trying  it.  Aa  the  application  for  this  amend- 
ment waa  seconded  by  the  whole  of  the  Sontb- 
em  conntry,itwas  entitled  to  respect,  andoudit 
not  to  be  branded  witb  being  a  &widnlent  ofr- 
■Ign  npon  the  revenue. 

In  the  ootuae  of  the  debatcL  ICr.  OAiuns 
called  npon  gentlemen  acqnaiated  with  tbt 
subject,  to  say  what  wai  the  qnantity  of  q)irita 
which  oonld  be  distilled  fitnu  peaohea  in  a 
week  by  a  still  of  the  oufaelty  <ji  thirty,  fot^ 
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XifmMmt  fir  Natal  Stniet. 


Ij,  not  mate  than  fire;  Ml 
ma  diT,  aad  the  peMhea  » 
i^t  M  prodaoed. 


or  i&j  galloaB,  with  a  Tiefr  to  show  that  Qua 
iMQM  of  apirita  paid  Urn  at  praaent  than  apirits 
dHtiQed  frinngnuii. 

'Mr.  Olat  aiMwa  . 
dnt  a  dill  of  fif^  gaUrau 
tt  teran   gallooa   tMT  tvaody  a  day.    K  the 
wtatbervaawet,  aod  the  paaabea  rotted  qidok- 

' a  than  fire;  Mt  when  the  weather, 

a  sonnd,  aeren  gallona 
, leed. 

Tbeqoeeiioa . 

pit  and  carried— 18  to  87. 

Hr.  Onma  laid,  be  wiebed  to  ti7  another 
pctDdiJe  in  Oii*  MIL  The  law  at  {weaent  re- 
foired  an  annnal  tatrj  tit  atUla^  whether  the; 
mre  need  c«  not,  whidi  ooeasioned  persona  fre- 
oMaQ;  to  ride  tweni;*  or  thirty  mUM  to  make 
OM  entiT,  when  they  nad  no  intentica  to  make 
«e  of  vxBir  atiU;  and  not  nnfireqiient];,  from 
not  meelinf  with  the  (dSeera  at  home,  thia 
kviMT  waa  taken  two  at  three  timea  ovw. 
Indeed,  be  bcfiered,  more  penaHaei  had  heen 
iawmad  on  aoooont  <^  thia  regnlation  than  any 
odtar,  mid  he  looked  npcn  it  aa  a  naeleaa  rtsp- 
Uon.  When  a  atiU  waa  oue  entered,  he 
ttoo^t  it  vai  aoffleient,  and  no  ftitnre  anb? 
o^it  to  he  required,  except  when  a  still  waa 
dwnt  to  be  made  naa  of;  or  when  it  was  trana- 
ftned  into  other  hands,  Ur.  D.  propoeed  a 
netioQ  to  thia  etfbet;  hnt  after  some  olfjeetions 
to  the  introduction  of  ao  important  n  proTirion 
Uo  thia  bin,  (irtdoh  befbre  It  oonld  be  dedded 
noa  woold  leqniro  oonrideraUe  diaoiudon,)  by 
lliMii  HAntuT,  Qiujiint,  and  Hixnn,  he 
^reed  to  withdraw  it  for  the  {ffeaent 

It  haTiOK  been  agreed  to  flD  the  blank  of  the 
nm  per  gallon  to  be  paid  on  the  oa|Htolty  (tf  * 
gm,  when  a  Uoenae  was  taken  tat  a  week,  with 
fjmramt*,  the  eommittee  rose;  the  Hoom  took 

atlM  amendmenta,  agreed  to  them,  and  the 
waa  ordwed  to  be  engroned  fir  a  third 
mding  t«-monow. 

Flni>AT,  Janoaiy  6. 

Ifr.  Liraratrov  called  for  die  order  of  the 
d^  on  the  bai  f or  granting  an  annni^  to  the 
IniJiten  of  the  late  Oosat  de  GraMC;  which 
W^  agreed  to,  the  Honae  reaolred  itaelf  into 
aCconnittMof  theWhi^Mi  the  aot^eoL  Ur. 
Dm  in  the  chair;  and,  after  anmnber  of  dea- 
dtoc;  obaerratkNU,  tbe  Uanks  were  filled  m, 
rii;  tbe  time  for  whidi  the  annnUiee  shonld 
•PBtiinie  waa  fixed  at  five  years,  and  the  ram 

&iBBBm  to  bo  allowed  at  $000  wch.  The 
oMatioa  waa  deteradned  b;  a  oonaidenble 
■rfonty,  there  being  (A  rotca  In  &ror  of  it: 
Oe  kB«  WW  eatTied~-«6  to  S8. 

Hm  eommlttee  then  roae  and  reported  tbe 
Munilimiiilii  They  were  all  agreed  to  without 
•  AririoB,  except  tbe  aom  to  be  allowed  per  an- 
^B.    When  that  qneatfan  wm  pat, 

Mr.  I,  WpiuMaliiyad  it  would  not  be  agreed 
Hb  When  the  aDlject  was  before  nnder  dbcns- 
te,  the  qoestion  oo  $«»  and  |M0  had  been 
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n^atived.  tfiOO  a  year  for  the  four  daughters 
for  five  years,  he  said,  would  tie  tlO,000.  He 
thought  thia  a  very  serious  sum.  He  again  ad- 
verted to  tiie  sltnation  of  many  of  our  own  dt- 
iiens,  and  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  upon 
the  question. 

Ur.  Kaspkr  asked  whether,  M,  when  the 
Oonnt  de  Gnuae  was  solicited  to  rem^  with 
the  fleet  under  his  oommand  In  the  Ohesqwak^ 
at  his  owD  risk  and  responmbility,  he  had  asked 
as  a  oondition  that  on  some  ftitore  day  $10,000 
should  be  granted  to  his  danghtara^  would  It 
not  hsTe  been  complied  with,  if  It  had  been 
tan  times  that  sum?  And  oivht  his  descen- 
dants to  be  more  hardly  dealt  with  beoauae 
thur  &ther  had  the  geneniri^  and  Tnagnanimt. 
ty  not  to  make  tiie  demand  I    He  truated  not* 

After  some  obeerrstions  In  ^■vat  of  concur- 
ring with  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
Toto,  by  Uevrs.  I^tobxe,  Bxooze,  Lmxa- 
BTOK,  and  Qokdor;  and  anlnst  it  by  Ueavn 
Y^Binni,  UoDowsix,  and  MAonr— the  former 
of  whom  said  that  Qie  dergy,  in  Ua  part  of  the 
ooontiy,  had  not  more  than  three  hundred  and 
thir^  dollars  a  year  ^  i*tii1  the  latter  gentleman 

Erodnoed  three  oaeea  of  our  own  ddiena  who 
ad  lost  thdr  livw  in  the  serrioe  of  the  United 
Stotea,  whoae  bmilies  had  been  muoh  more 
hardlv  dealt  with,  viz :  the  fiunily  of  a  lieaton- 
aut  Colonel,  who  had  four  hundred  and  fiftj 
ddlars  a  year  granted  them ;  that  of  a  U^or, 
three  hmured  doUaia  a  year;  and  that  id  the 
Marshal  of  Georgia,  whoae  I^nily  had  a  grant 
of  two  thoniand  dtdlan.  The  yeaa  and  n^ 
were  taksa — iO  to  48. 

The  question  for  alloiring  Are  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year  being  negstiTeo,  four  hundred  waa 
prmosed  and  carried — U  to  84. 

The  question  beini  on  the  bill  bdng  engrow> 
ed  for  a  third  reading,  Mr,  Blodst  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  t^on  IL    It  waa  carried— <5 


r^ 


UoniAT,  January  IS. 
LnruxL  BsBitnr,  fh>m  the  State  of  South 
Oandina,  appeared,  and  took  hie  seat. 

BiftniUMnfor  Sotal  3»niet. 

Mr,  LimrasToir  called  up  for  oonrideradon 
and  deddon  tbe  resolntitsi  which  he  had  laid 
npon  Hm  toble  a  few  days  an>,  for  the  qipoint- 
ment  of  a  committee  of  inqmir  Into  the  expen- 
diture of  money  wbkh  had  been  qti^opriated 
fat  the  naval  service. 

The  House  having  sgread  to  take  up  this 


Mr.  HiBPiB  said,  he  believed  that,  the  ap- 
pointment of  snoh  a  oommittee  was  very  un- 
TmotL  without  having  some  ground  stated  to 
the  House  for  the  proceeding.    A  voU  of  this 
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kind  would  implr  a  ocosare  npon  the  oandnct 
of  onr  public  officers,  which  certainly  ongbt  Dot 
to  be  done  hastily,  or  withont  first  having,  at 
least,  Bome  ground  of  BiiBpioion  laid  before  Uiem 
apon  which  to  aot.  The  noose  had  not  jet 
received  the  atatements  which  had  bees  oaUed 
for  relative  to  thia  bn^eaa;  they  were  di- 
rected to  be  lud  before  the  House  in  the  last 
week  Id  Jannary,  and  mig^t,  therefore,  be  aoon 


[Several  gentlemen  aaid  it  was  the  flrat,  and 
not  the  last  week  in  Jannaij,  in  which  the  ao- 
ooimta  had  been  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
Hooae.] 

Mr.  H.  aaid  the  delay,  he  ao^posed,  had  been 
occasioned  by  the  offloera  having  been  obliged 
to  remoTe  from  the  dty  during  the  fever.  He 
bad,  however,  been  informed  that  these  atate- 
menta  wonld  be  ready  in  a  few  days.  And 
wonld  it  not  be  extraordinary,  he  asked,  i^  be- 
fore they  received  these  rtatementa,  they  were 
toappoint  aoonunitteeof  inqoirjt  ilel^oDxht 
it  wonld.  He  believed  the  officers  of  this  de- 
partment of  QoTemment  were  very  desirona  of 
the  inquiry  UMaa  plaoe ;  bnt  tbb  was  not  a 
BOffioient  reaaon  lor  the  Hoose  to  proceed  in 
the  bn^nees  without  having  first  some  gronnd 


the  expected  atatementfi  were  before  the  Hooae. 
Wlien  these  were  looked  into,  it  waa  possible 
the  Sonae  might  be  aatisfied  with  respect  t«  the 
ezpemditnre  of  the  money,  and  it  would,  there- 
(bre.  be  impnqier  to  appomt  aoonunittee  to  in- 
,niiv  Into  a  matter  which  might  so  shortly 
ippear  satiafkotoiy.  I^  on  the  other  hand,  these 
Moonnto  ahonld  not  be  satfa&otory,  he  would 
readily  oononr  in  ihe  appcnntment  ^  a  oommit- 
teeof  fn^ry. 

Mr.  J.  WnxuicB  edd,  the  gentleman  from 
Bonth  Oandina  onght  to  recollect  that  the  in- 
quiry was  produced  by  a  ftirtier  appropriation 
being  called  for.  It  might  be  beet  to  defer  the 
inquiry  until  the  accounts  which  had  been  call- 
ed for  were  laid  before  the  House  j  and  he 
should  have  been  satisfied  with  the  bomnees 
taking  that  course,  if  a  further  appropriation 
had  not  been  called  for  in  the  mean  time.  But 
when  they  are  called  upon  to  appropriate  a 
ftarther  snm  of  money  for  any  o^eot,  it  was 
natural  to  inquire  whi^  was  become  of  that  al- 
ready voted;  and  the  only  way  of  doing  this 
waa  to  appoint  a  committee  who  would  look 
into  all  the  diSereot  statements  which  had  from 
time'  to  time  been  laid  boTore  the  House,  and 
those  which  might  shortly  be  eommunicated, 
and  atate  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  Honse. 
He  thought  thoee  gentiemen  who  were  most 
friendly  to  the  frigates  ought  not  to  oppose  Uie 
appointment  of  a  committee:  because,  if  it 
shoold  appear  that  the  money  had  been  justly 
expended,  there  would  be  little  ol^Jection  to  a 
liirthar  iqtproprintion. 

Mr.  IjviNaBroN  said,  from  the  Aill  disonsaon 
of  this  subject,  which,  though  incidentally  pro- 
duced, had  taken  place  on  a  former  oocauon, 


he  did  not  think  it  would  either  have  been  be- 
coming or  neoeasary  to  have  again  stated  the 
reoBons  which  gave  rise  to  thia  reaolutltMi,  es- 
pecially aa  he  felt  an  averaion  to  sav  any  thing 
which  might  be  nnnecessary,  or  wliich  might 
tire  those  who  heard  him.  iir.  L.  sud,  tliat  h« 
had  before  observed  that  the  patience  of  the 
Eonse  had  been  worn  ont  by  iJie  repeated  ap- 
plications which  had  been  niade  for  money  fcr 
this  otiject ;  ^at  the  expense  had  exceeded  all 
belief;  that  the  moat  extended  imvination 
conld  not  have  conceived  an  amonnt  lue  that 
which  Oongrees  had  frtim  time  to  tune  been 
tdindly  led  to  appropriate.  Bnt  the  |M-(q>ositi(s 
was  objected  to,  beoaose  it  wonld  cast  an  odium 
upon  OUT  officers.  Thia  he  was  perfectiy  indif- 
ferent abouL  Whatever  might  be  the  private 
opinion  he  had  of  the  characters  ot  these  (A- 
oers,  however  incapable  he  mi^t  believe  then 
of  doing  wrong,  or  of  acting  oomiptly,  yet, 
when  hu  duty  called  upon  him  to  make  an  in- 
qoiiy  into  the  expenditure  of  pnUic  money,  be 
waa  deaf  to  all  oonnderations  of  a  private  na- 
tnre.  Bnt,  in  this  caa^  he  did  not  aee  the  ne- 
oeeaity  for  this  remark.  The  Honse  had  been 
told  (ha  l4>lieTed  by  the  gentleman  from  Soslh 
Carolina  himself)  that  the  extraordinary  ei- 
'pense  had  been  occasioned  bj  oar  ineiperifWM 
m  busineaB  of  this  kind,  by  the  hi^pri«eofla> 
bor,  materials,  tea.  If  this  were  the  oas^  Uw 
result  of  the  Inquiry  wonld  be  hcmoraUe  le 
those  concemed,  and  hi^y  satiafkotory  to  the 
HoQse^  It  was  a  prooeediug  which  onr  public 
officers  ought  to  wish  for;  nay,  geotleinai  mj 
they  do  wish  for  it. 

But,  Mr.  L.  a^d^  it  had  been  alleged,  that  the 
statements  ordered  a  year  ago  to  be  laid  before 
the  Houae  daring  the  first  week  In  thia  taoDtb, 
should  be  waited  for  before  any  Inqidiy  look 
place.  Be  would  r^ly.  If  these  omcen  had 
not,  in  the  mean  time,  (»lled  npon  theHoMeftr 
a  freeh  aapply  of  money,  thia  inqniiy  wonld  not 
have  been  thought  oL  Besidee,  the  acoocDts 
asked  for  last  year  wonld  not  ^ve  the  aatisbo- 
tion  required,'  The  request  only  extended  to  lO 
the  expenditoree  previons  to  the  1  st  of  JaDouy, 
1TB7.  The  Eonse  wonld  wiah  to  know  wlut 
had  been  expended  sinoc^  and  they  had  no  rea- 
aon to  «q>eot  fluther  information  than  wai 
aaked  for.  Itr.  L.  uld  every  member  who  wi* 
present  at  the  time  mnst  remember  that  when- 
ever the  Eonse  had  been  applied  to  for  ftarAo 
a]>propriationa,  they  had  been  told  that  tbt 
frigates  would  be  ready  for  aes  at  suoh  and 
auoh  a  time;  and  that  they  wonld  then  bear 
our  flag  triumphantly  over  the  ocean.  And 
yet,  thongh  the  House  had  been  foor  w  fire 
times  deodved  by  these  repreeentations,  tbey 
were  told  thei%  waa  no  groitad  tar  inqoiry. 
For  his  part,  he  shonld  connder  lumself  aa  neg- 
lecting his  duty  were  he  not  to  call  for  this  ia- 
qniryimmsdiatelj;  for,  if  the  House  were  to 
wait  a  week  for  the  etatemcmta  called  for,  they 
might  wut  another  for  their  being  printed; 
they  might  then  be  fotmd  to  be  defldent,  fradi 
statemenia  mi^t  be  necessary,  and  the  aeasion 
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■dght  «xpir«  witbont  efilacting  the  vMied-for 
iaquirr.  He  thoDght  ftll  parts  of  the  House 
oo^t  to  laTor  tlie  inqniiy;  for,  be  believed,  if 
it  Humld  appear  that  frigates  conid  not  be  ba^t 
forten  than  (500,000  a  piece,  the  project  of  a 
iit*7  (H^t  to  be  given  up ;  bnt  if,  on  tba  other 
hud,  diffiealties  and  expensee  bed  ocoarred  in 
ttn  eotnmencemeiit  of  this  bneiness,  which 
moM  not  retnm,  and  their  fHgatea  may  in  fa- 
tore  be  bailt  for  half  the  Bom,  (which  was  his 
e^mon,)  there  wonid  be  some  enooamgement 
to  TiKMwed  in  the  bnsineaH. 

Mr.  8>wiu.  waa  eorrj  that  the  nentleman 
faun  Sonth  Oarolina  (Hr.  Hinpza)  had  given 


wUdi  n^it  be  neoeMnry  for  the  general  de- 
taee,  hj  ridionling  tb«  resoDroea  of  the  conn- 
to;.  The  present,  he  add,  was  a  time  of  danger 
nd  aj^prelMDBion,  and  thna  to  talk  of  the  re- 
■onroee  of  the  United  Btates  added  to  the  appre- 
heoiion  snd  the  danger.  The  gentleman  fixim 
Soaifa  Carolina  had  aaid,  that  to  pass  this  reso- 
lotkxi  would  be  to  ptm  an  odiam  npon  onr 
poUie  cffioera.  He  did  not  think  so.  He 
-  •'  '- mlTT  of  this  kind  at  all  times 
3  the 
He  agreed  with  the 
1  New  York,  that  die  inquiry 
hf  it  had  a  &Torable  iaane,  which  he  did  not 
nvbt)  would  forward  the  deogn  of  providing 
A  Bary ;  as  it  wonld  appear  that  the  eitraordi- 
Miy  up«wes  had  been  nudi  as  it  wonld  not  be 
BMcaary  to  inonr  in  future.  He  was,  tbere- 
fln  BOcrT  to  bear  the  gontleman  from  Kew 
Y<ax  first  np  (Mr.  Wiu.iuib)  say  he  should  be 
diiinclined  to  Tot«  anr  fhrtber  appropriation 
otil  he  saw  how  the  bat  had  been  expended. 
r  improTidently  the  monpy  alread?'  ap- 
ed had  been  expended,  yet,  in  order  to 
e  what  had  be«n  Tot«d,  and  to  keep  the 
work  in  progress,  they  onght  to  yot«  a  fdrtiier 
am,  aa  aooB  M  wiirt«dj  whether  the  etatementa 
«ded  for  wve  rac^ved  or  not. 

Mr.  lAnaaatoK  dedred  to  kDow  wher^  he 
had  tttffnptad  to  ridienle  the  reeonroea  of  this 
aooBtryt  The  gentleman  from  Ifaasachosetts 
■mat  exonae  him  when  he  aaaerted  he  had  never 
nide  a  more  hasty  or  nnfonnded  charge.  If 
be  had  dtfaer  ridicnled  the  resonroea,  or  thwart- 
ed any  meaanres  for  the  general  defence  of  the 
Guted  States,  it  mnet  have  ariaen  firom  a  weak 
Judgment,  and  not  from  any  intention  of  doing 
■D.  Bat  he  was  oertain  nothing  which  had 
(■Hen  friBn  him  oonld  be  so  ocHutrued. 

Mr.  Skwaix  acquitted  the  gentleman  from 
Kev  Y(H^  of  any  Intention  of  lowering  the  ap- 
Maraneea  of  the  reeonroea  of  this  oonntry ;  bat 
H  ifpeafed  to  the  Uonse  whether  he  had  not 
Voiun  of  tbia  fleet  with  a  degree  ot  ridionle, 
vbea  he  rmreaeBlad  it  m  gorerniDg  the  ocean. 
It  mewed  so  to  him  at  least 

Mr.  HiKRB  again  in8ist«d  npon  the  impro- 
priety of  going  into  this  measnre,  fi«m  reasons 
riaifiar  to  those  which  be  had  already  given. 

Hr.  Gtujoa  mU,  that  the  gronud  taken  by 


the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina  (Mr.  Hab- 
pbk)  wonld  prevent  any  inquiry  whatever;  fiw 
he  stated  that  the  Honae  ought  not  to  paae  the 

E resent  resolution,  beoanse  certiun  statements 
ad  not  been  received,  and  becaase  to  pass  it 
wonld  be  to  imply  a  censure  on  onr  officers. 
go  that  on  this  gronnd  no  inqniry  could  be  Kone 
into  without  statements,  as  the  Honse  oontd  not 
obt^n  statements  withoiit  passing  a  resolntion, 
that  resolution  wonld  be  constrned  Into  a  cen- 
snre,  and  therefore  onght  not  to  be  passed. 
This  Mr,  Q.  thought  a  very  improper  doctrine. 
It  wonld  never  be  in  the  power  of  the  House  to 
dedde  npon  the  propriety  of  statements  by 
barely  having  them  laid  upon  the  table. 

Monday,  January  15. 
iTanal  EiptTidUure. 

Mr.  Gau^tih  stated  the  different  estimates 
which  bad  been  made  to  the  House.  In  ITM, 
be  said,  they  wei<e  told  that  $068,000  wonld  be 
snfBcient  to  build  dx  fHgates.  in  1706,  they 
were  informed  there  had  been  a  mistake  in  the 
matter,  bat  that  with  $80,000  more  three  would 
be  finished.  In  January,  1TS7,  the  House  waa 
agfun  called  upon  for  $173,000 ;  in  July,  in  the 
same  year,  for  $200,000,  and  now  for  $lfi0,000 
more.  Such  oalcnlations,  be  thought,  wholly 
nnacconntable. 

Mr.  N10H01.AB  did  not  understand  what  the 
gentleman  from  Oonnnotiont  meant  by  saying 
that  this  was  wbolly  Siecntive  bnainees.  He 
did  not  believe,  because  the  Pbbsidest  had  told 
the  House  that  he  was  about  to  hold  a  treaty, 
that  the  money  most  be  granted,  and  that  die 
House  had  no  choice  whether  they  wonld  ap- 
propriate it  or  not  From  what  had  already 
been  said  upon  the  subject,  he  doubted  not 
there  waa  a  pretty  general  dispoeition  to  ^"ant 
the  mcmey ;  bnt  it  was  not  proper  that  the  Mes- 
sage ehomd  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  as  if  an  appropriation  was  a  thing 
of  course;  todothis,  wonldbe  tosctattheeom- 
mamj  of  the  Pbbstoent  of  thb  UNnxD  States; 
whereas  the  Honse  conld  onlv  act  npon  the  foil 
exercise  of  its  discretion.  He  therMbre  moved 
that  the  Message  he  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  which  had  already  this  Bal;tjeot 
nnder  consideration. 

Mr.  Qallatih  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Oonneoticnt  had  not  conddered  this  sut^ect  with 
his  nsnal  correctoeeg.  That  gentieman  had  said 
that  the  Message  before  them  onght  to  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that 
an  appropriation  shonld  follow  as  a  thing  of 
course.  It  must  be  known  that  this  waa 
contrary  to  the  praodoe  oi  that  House,  or  Ol 
any  former  Le^slatore  of  the  United  Statea. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  nsnal,  first  to  anthorise 
an  expanse,  and  in  the  next  plaoe  to  i4>pfopriate; 
and  in  no  ease  had  the  busineea  been  reversed. 
If  the  Meastge  were  referred  to  the  Oommittea 
of  Ways  and  Means,  all  they  eonld  da  wonld 
be  to  bring  it  back  to  the  HonM^  and  ask  for  an 
anthorilgr  for  the  e:q>aue.    He  beHeved  the  vat- 
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dentan  from  Oonnecticnt  had  been  led  ioto  this 
mistake  \ij  ooamdering  the  Ueattge  annonnt^Dg 
the  inteotion  of  the  Prksidkitt  to  hold  » trestj 
as  •  treaty  made ;  and  had  that  been  the  case, 


-the  neceeeuT  apprc^riatioa ;  but  he  desired  him 
to  reoolleot  that  no  treaty  wa»  yet  made ;  and, 
therefore,  that  that  dootnne  oonid  not  apply  in 
the  preaeot  oaae. 

Itr.  RuTUtMK  did  not  believe  it  was  necee- 
tary  or  proper  fat  that  Hodm  to  anthoriie  the 
I^xBiDKNT  to  hold  a  treaty ;  but  if  it  were  ne- 
oeaaary  for  him  to  hold  a  treaty,  the  ooncnr- 
renoe  at  that  Honae  was  neoesaary  to  enable 
bim  to  do  it,  as  it  oonld  not  be  done  withont 
money.  It  was  reqoiiite,  therefore,  to  pasa  a 
bill,  not  to  anthorice  the  Prbsidbmt  to  nold  a 
treaty,  bnt  to  enable  him  t»  do  it.  It  va«  best, 
ttierefore,  for  the  oommnnioadon  firrt  to  gu  to 
tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  afterworda 
to  the  Oomndttee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  order 
fyt  them  to  aay  where  the  money  conld  be  got. 
There  was  something  in  this  ease  which  pointed 
ont  this  mode  as  pecnliarly  proper,  aa  there 
Beetned  to  be  a  dis^yoeition  In  Uie  Hooae,  if  the 
treaty  ahonld  not  inooeed  agreeably  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Prhuiknt,  to  afford  temporary  re- 
lief to  the  persona  now  snffering  from  being 
driven  from  th^  land.  The  gentleman  from 
Oonneotiont  had  said,  that  the  Oommlttee  of 
Waya  and  Means  conld  report  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  expense  which  would  be  inonrred 
in  hidding  the  treaty ;  bat  if  he  attended  to  the 
Menage  of  the  PBaaiDDtr,  he  wonid  9nd  that 
tUs  eatimate  was  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  proper  department,  so  that  there  waa  no 
neoeasity  <k  a  nierenoe  to  any  oommittee  for 
that  pmpose. 

The  motion  for  a  referenoe  to  the  Oommittee 
t^the  Whde  waa  oanied,  witliont  a  division. 

WiUiam  Almandtr. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  QiMO,  the  Honae  went 
into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  the  Oommittee  of  Olainu  on  the  petition  of 
Villiam  Alexander,  sorveyor  of  Amy  lands. 
After  reading  a  nnmber  of  papers  r^tive  to 
the  anl^Ject,  toe  report,  whioh  went  to  anthor- 
ise  the  Treunry  to  settle  the  aoooanta  of  the 
petitioner,  waa  agreed  to,  the  oranmittee  roee, 
the  Honae  oonenrred.  and  a  bill  was  directed  to 
be  brongbt  in  aooorJlnf^y. 

OmatoI  AosMiMttt, 
Mr.  PnrOKHXT,  from  the  .oommittee  appoints 
ed  to  ooofer  with  the  Senate  on  the  diaagree- 
ment  between  the  two  Eonaea  on  the  biU  for 
tbe  payment  of  interest  to  General  Eoaoioako, 
TvgwttAy  that  finding  the  bnsness  ooold  be  set- 
twd  in  a  manner  equally  advantageous  to  the 
Oenenl,  by  egrering  to  the  aroeii£nuit  of  the 
Senate,  as  by  tlie  mode  originally  proposed,  the 
oommittee  recommend  It  to  the  Hottse  to  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amend- 


CwH  Appropriation  for  1798. 
On  motion  of  Kr.  IHabfkr,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whcde  on  the 
report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Meaas 
for  providing  for  the  expeniea  of  ih^  olvi!  de- 

Krtment  for  the  year  1798,  and  die  blanb 
ing  filled  (except  in  a  fbw  casea,  in  which 
thsy  were  left  in  blank)  aooording  to  the  Mti- 
mate  whioh  had  been  li^d  before  the  HotK  the 
committee  rose,  the  Honse  ooncnned,  and  Ott 
toll  waa  ordered  to  be  reported  aocordin^. 

THmaiiAT,  Jannary  IB, 
The  Sfuzkb  Idd  before  the  Honaea  commii- 
nioation  fK»m  the  Secretary  of  War,  wdoring 
an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  neceataiy  Jar 
holding  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In£ra^ 
which  was  in  aabstanoe  as  followa; 
For  three  commissioners,  ninety  daya,  at 


Mffht  dollars  per  day  - 
Inddental  expensee  of  do. 
Secretary,  at  fbnr  dollars  per  day 
Bations  (k  two  thousand  IndiAns 
Presents  to  the  Indians  - 
Stores  fbr  the  oommissionerB     - 
Inoidental  ai 


n,m 


15,000 
6,000 
8,000 
1,900 

Sfi,880 


This  statement  waa  referred  to  the  Ownmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  waa  referred  the 
former  Message  of  the  Prendent  on  this  snt^ 
ject 

Poraont  ImpHtoned  /or  J)eit. 

The  following  Message,  with  the  papers  to 
whioh  they  refw,  was  received  from  uie  Fnai- 
DEHT  or  THB  UsiTXD  Btatib: 
qtatf— w  i^Aa  Semale,  owl 

ffatflnMH  ^tb  AwM  i^Ripi-tm^MMm  .• 

A  tnpTBwntstliBi  has  beoi  nude  to  m^  bydM 
Judge  of  &e  Pemuylraiiia  district  of  tlM  Umtid 
States,  of  eartaln  iiMoamiigDon  and   i1i«mii»«lil» 


of  the  Uvpaoad  oo  Aa  S8th  dayoTM^,  1766, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  Aa  relkf  of  pKnoa  iBpriwoad 
for  debt,"  *»  wtO  as  cl  certain  donbta  yMA  Iian 
been  railed  ooDoaming  its  oonAvetiaD ;  Ihii  iqn- 
wntatiiui,  tosetber  with  a  r^iort  of  the  Attoraey 
Oaneial  on  the  >aine  lalusct,  I  hot  traomit  to  Cod- 
gTMi,  (br  their  oooiidendon,  that  if  any  uneDdnKiiti 
or  esplanatioc*  oT  that  law  nay  be  thcn^t  adrijabfa^ 
they  may  be  adopted. 

JOHN  ADAH& 
n>m>  SuKSh  Aaaory  18, 1708. 

Thia  Meeaage,  with  the  papers  a«oonq)anying 
it,  waa  rdbrred  to  the  aame  Committee  (tf  the 
Whole  to  whom  waa  reArred  the  r^wt  on  the 
petition  of  William  BelL 

IMplmialie  IntfrMwtt  BiU. 
Mr.  NtmouB  inqnired  with  what  sams  the 
blanka  in  the  Ull  were  to  be  filled. 
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Mr.  Haktkr  Bud  he  proposed  to  fill  the  fint 
irith  140,000,  and  the  last  with  |3S,eeO. 

Mr.  KioHOLAS  ooncelTed  this  to  be  a  good 
time  for  the  House  to  Httenipt  to  bring  back  the 
oUbliahment  of  the  difdomatio  corps  to  the 
fifotiiig  on  which  it  was  settled  st  the  oom- 
Bwacemeot  of  the  GoTemmeiit,  &nd  continned 
dovD  till  the  year  1796;  and  to  prevent  in  fn- 
tara  the  probable  inorease  which  he  apprehend- 
ed from  the  recent  examples,  he  thought  it 


le  of  espenM,  but 
vt  other  eonsiderationa.  It  in  not  the 
in  which  «  GcTemment  is  oonstitnted  whioh 
makes  its  operatjons  easj  and  certain.  Bnt  the 
execution  o<  the  powers  of  the  Oovemment  it- 
self i«  no  more  to  be  oonsldered  than  the  nature 
of  its  fbrmatlon;  for  I  do  believe  there  is  a 
teodeno;  in  all  Oovemments  like  onrs  to  pro- 
dnee  a  nnion  and  ooosolidation  of  all  its  parts 
into  tlie  ExecotJTe  department;  and  that  the 
finutation  and  ooonectioD  of  the  parts  with 
eeeh  otfaer,  as  settled  in  the  oonstitntioo,  wonld 
be  destroyed  by  the  inflnenoe  I  have  mentioned, 
tnkea  there  is  a  oonatant  operation  on  the  part 
of  the  LegiaUtnre  to  reaist  this  overwhelming 
power.  I  tliink  we  have  the  most  oonvinctog 
voob  that  a  representative  Government  can 
PS  made  most  opprearive  and  hnrdensome,  and 
TCt  i^Merve  ill  the  fonns  which  are  pven  to  it 
by  a  eonstitation:  and  the  Legislatare  shall  ap- 
Mr  to  act  npon  its  own  discretion,  whilst  that 
racretioii  shall  have  ceased  to  exist.  Where 
tlte  Exeontive  has  an  influence  over  the  Leg^A- 
latore,  and  the  Government  is  a  representative 
one,  Uie  Executive  is  capable  of  aurying  its 
views  into  effect  in  a  manner  superior  to  what 
on  be  aooomplished  even  in  the  most  despo^o 
monarofay;  the  mischief  will  be  carried  farther 
h  the  former  oaae  than  in  the  latter,  beoanae 
the  people  will  be  more  inclined  to  submit  to  the 
deei&ona  of  a  Government  of  its  own  choosing 
than  to  one  whioh  roles  them  by  hereditary 
if|)it;  fflonardia  cannot  osrry  their  oppreeaions 
te  br,  witlioat  reaistanoe,  as  republics.  Under 
ttis  general  view  of  the  subject,  he  conoeived 
tl  to  be  the  doty  of  the  Lt^slatore  to  znard 
Motioitsly  its  own  independence,  and  to  umi^ 
IS  br  as  oonsisteut  with  the  general  wel&re, 
the  influence  of  £xeontive  patronage. 

He  conoeived  that  this  extension  of  inflnence 
ti  one  branch  of  the  Government  over  another 
WM  strictly  guarded  by  the  oonstitotion,  which 
WIS  framed  on  the  [Minoiple  of  checks  and  bo- 
]mott—al  departments  acting  and  controlling 
(•eh  other;  but  he  waa  sorry  to  see  the  idea  *x 
mtrooage  drawn  into  a  eloeer  compass  than  it 
W  fonneri^  been,  as  it  increased  toe  eviL  He 
WIS  sorry  for  it  becauseit  tended  to  manifest  a 
draunstanoe  which  had  been  sought  to  be  con- 
Mtled.  Every  insinnatiou  that  there  waa  a  di- 
ririon  between  the  Oovemment  and  the  people 
liad  been  replied  ao  an  insidiouB  and  malignant 
dodgQ ;  but  the  Adndniatration,  by  acting  on  a 
flaw  prindple,  which  he  was  too  well  assured 
WW  the  bot,  had  eataUiahed  tlu  idea  that  there 


waa  a  divirion  between  it  and  a  ocHiBiderable 

£>rtion  of  the  people.  The  evidence  of  this 
Dt  had  been  long  shown,  and  he  feared  the 
r ration  of  circumstancee  of  this  natnre  on 
public  mind. 
He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  on  onr  fhreign  Id- 
teroourse,  that  the  United  States  would  be  be- 
nefited  by  having  no  Hinisters  at  all.  He  did 
not  think  that  we  could  be  benefited  \>j  any 
sort  of  compact  these  forei|ni  agents  conid  form 
for  ns,  for  we  only  bonnd  onrselvee  by  any 
treaty  we  entered  mto,  as  we  are  totally  inca- 
pable of  enforcing  the  execution  of  tjie  stipola- 
tions  made  by  other  nations  by  any  offensive 


make  commercial  arrangements  with  s . 

Topean  powers;  but,  he  asked,  if  they  had  the 
force  to  make  a  fordgn  oopntry  conform  to  its 
engagements  t  No  gentieman  would  say  that 
they  bad ;  therefore  snoh  regulations  only  tend- 
ed to  entoo^e  ooraelvea,  without  rending 
commerce  any  effldmt  aid.  He  wonld,  there- 
fore, leave  oar  commeroe  to  seek  Its  own  mor- 


another  grade  than  those  mentioned  in  tiiia  bill: 
Oonsols  who  should  reride  in  the  aea-porta,  and 
not  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  reuding  in  the 
interim. 

He  did  not  intend  by  the  motion  he  was  about 
to  make,  that  the  whole  diplomatic  eetaUiah- 
ment  shonld  be  destroyed  at  this  time,  but 
merely  to  reduce  it  to  what  it  hod  been  before 
the  late  increase.  With  this  view  he  proposed 
to  alter  the  bill  so  as  to  direct  that  there  ilionld 
be  appropriated  $9,000  for  a  Ifinisler  Plenipo- 
tentiary at  London,  and  (9,000  more  for  an- 
other near  the  !Eraich  RepnbUo,  and  that  the 
FBUiDnrT  be  left  atliber^to  reduce  tbeMinls- 
ters  I^enipotentiary  at  Benin,  Madrid,  and  Lis- 


f  tnepro- 
ir  to  show 


He  then  went  b 
oeedings  of  the  flnt  OoDgress,  In  wder  ti 
that  It  was  admitted  on  all  mdea  by  that  body, 
that  the  constitution  vested  the  power  of  spe- 
ciffing  and  limiting  the  salaries  os  fixvlgn  Min- 
isters and  OoDsols;  he  read  the  speeohes  of  Mr. 
L1.WBEII0K,  Mr.  Shkbiuv,  Ur.  W.  Bhitb,  of 
Boutb  Carolina,  Mr.  Soawiox,  Mr.  Hinmita- 
TOK,  and  several  others,  from  tbe  Otmgresdmial 
Register,  by  whioh  it  appeared,  that  there  was 
but  one  opmion  on  their  powers  tinder  the  OcNi- 
atitntion;  and  showed  from  heno^  that  the 
only  reason  why  the  Hoose  did  not  undertake 
to  enomerato  and  fix  the  aalariea  of  fbreign 
lOnisters  in  detul,  aroae  merely  from  the  want 
of  information  as  to  Qie  plaees  where  they 
should  be  fixed,  and  the  som  neeeMary  to  oover 
their  expenses.  As  his  oonstruction  corres- 
ponded with  that  of  the  gentleman  who  fixed 
the  prindples  upon  whidi  ue  Government  waa 
pot  In  motion,  he  was  encouraged  to  expect  his 
motion  woold  soooeed,  seeing  that  the  Hooae 
hod  now  hod  suffideot  experience  to  enable 
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them  to  say  whnt  were  the  regaladoiu  proper 

to  be  made. 

Mr.  Eabpbb  supposed  it  would  be  remember- 
ed by  all  thoee  peoUeraen  who  had  attended  to 
the  business  of  Congress  for  several  years  past, 
that  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir^- 
DiB  was  by  no  means  new.  The  suliject  of  fur- 
eigo  interoom'se  was  never  taken  up,  withoat 
that  gentleman,  or  some  other  who  agreed  with 
him  in  sentiment,  advancing  these  opinions; 
they  never  failed  to  spieak  of  the  danger  to  be 
^prehended  from  Eieeutive  inflaenoe,  from  its 
power  ta  appoint  foreign  Ministers ;  that  foreign 
mtereonrsB  was  unnecessary ;  that  oar  public  af- 
fiiirs  abroad  vrere  not  to  be  attended  to,  and 
that  commerce  ongbt  to  be  given  np,  or  left  to 
shift  for  itself.  Nor  was  this  a  doctrme  confined 
to  this  country,  or  this  age.  Whenever  a  set  of 
gentlemen  in  any  coontry  fonnd  their  views 
opposed  by  the  measnres  of  Government,  they 
beosme  vexed,  and  attribated  the  proceedings 
of  those  who  differed  from  them  in  opinion  to 
any  motive  rather  than  the  public  good.  The 
deeire  of  Execntive  favor,  or  Executive  offices, 
was  an  usnol  charge,  and  itwasat  tbi«  day  well 
understood.  It  would  also  be  remembered, 
that  whenever  the  sabject  of  foreign  intercourse 
bad  been  discussed,  thongh  these  objections  had 
been  constantiy  made  to  it,  they  had  been  as 
oonstantly  disregarded  bv  the  CongresH  of  the 
United  States.  The  gooa  sense  of  the  country 
hod  weighed  theee  objectioas  is  the  balance, 
and  declared  them  wanting;  and  he  trusted  the 
some  fato  would  now  meet  tfiem  as  heretofore. 

In  aid  of  the  (40,000  per  annum,  originally 
granted  for  this  purpose,  Mr.  H.  said,  various 
supplementary  appropriations  had  be^  made. 
First,  a  sum  of  ^0,000,  then  a  snm  of  |23,O0O, 
and,  in  March  last,  $17,000,  and,  in  addition  to 
this,  $14,000  for  a  piutioular  appointment.  Tbe 
House  had,  therefore,  not  only  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  coctinue  the  ori^oal  act,  but  to  make 
additional  appropriations  from  year  te  year. 
He  thought  tiie  good  sense  of  the  country  had 
never  been  more  finnly  shown  iLan  on  this 
subject.  But  now  a  new  course  was  to  be  ta- 
ken, and  bU  fbrraer  proceedings  declared  to  have 
been  wrong.  Uut  it  was  said  thia  country  had 
no  need  of  foreign  ministers,  and  that  com- 
merce udght  be  I^  to  itsel£  He  did  not  be- 
lieve the  House  would  think  so.  Did  not  the 
Unitad  States  trade  with  all  tbe  nations  of  the 
earth  ?  How,  then,  was  it  possible  to  do  witli- 
ont  Bccre^ted  agents  to  attend  to  our  concerns 
in  foreign  countries !  Were  we  to  ^ve  up  our 
commerce!  There  were  gentlemen,  he  knew, 
who  would  answer,  Yea.  They  would  tell  the 
Eonse,  commerce  was  a  bad  thing,  and  that  it 
rather  ought  to  be  outlawed  than  protected. 
Butwasthis  the  sense  of  the  oountiy)  -Was  it 
the  sense  of  that  House !  Would  they  discard 
the  property  of  that  class  of  citizens  who  de- 
pended upon  it  for  their  support  and  their 
wealth?  Or  would  they  be  ready  to  forfeit. 
tbe  revenoe  arising  from  it?  Mr.  H.  said  he 
bod  often  beard  of  the  daogeroos  nature  of 


foreign  intercourse;  but  it  was  the  diicoverj 
of  a  few  men  who  Iselieved  that  every  ihini 
which  had  been  done  by  this  Govemmeut  hsa 
been  radically  wrong.  He  trusted,  howewr, 
the  House  would  adhere  to  what  it  hid  so 
frequently  sanctioned,  aiul  that  the  propwed 
amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gallatch  believed  that  there  wwe  a 
number  of  people  in  the  United  Stat«-^ieople 
otherwise  enlightened,  and  who,  upon  all  com- 
mon subjects,  possessed  sound  onderatandiDgs 
^who  were  fully  convinced  that  there  was  ■ 
&ction  exiBtiug  within  tbe  United  States,  and 
even  within  the  walls  of  that  Houie,  who 
wished  to  demolish  the  Government ;  and  he 
further  believed  that  this  opinion  was  snp- 
ported  by  such  declsratJomi  as  bad  been  maaa 
by  the  gentleman  from  Oonnecticnt  He  should 
be  sorry  that  such  &  ?^ef  should  be  consid- 
ered as  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  c^oilnD- 
nity.  Nor  could  he  consider  the  determiDstioD 
of  tbe  Executive  to  employ  only  such  persona 
Bs  are  of  the  same  political  opinions  with  tbem- 
selves,  as  of  snob  a, nature  as  to  iroduce  Istsl 
consequences,  and  that  Government,  on  thA 
account,  was  unworthy  of  oonfidenoe.  He  be- 
lieved that  such  a  line  of  oondnet  must  Soir 
from  the  present  stAto  of  parties  in  America, 
divided  as  the  people  were  upon  many  impoT- 
tant  ocoaaions.  To  say,  therefore,  that  the  £i- 
ecntive  employed  persons  of  consonant  politicsl 
opinions  to  its  own,  was  not  to  say  the  GoverD- 
ment  did  not  deserve  confidence.  But  if  the 
committee  turned  their  attenUou  to  the  Bnend- 
ment  proposed,  it  only  went  to  declare  that 
ministers  to  London  and  Paris  should  not  have 
a  salary  of  more  tbou  $9,000  a  year ;  end  Ihst 
ministers  to  other  parts  of  Europe  should  not 
have  more  than  $4,500.  In  support  of  this 
amendment,  it  wm  said  that  this  was  the 
ground  upon  which  this  Govemnient  first  fixed 
tbe  buMneaa  of  foreign  intercourse. ,  He  be> 
lieved  this  statement  correct  Until  the  Jtu 
1796,  there  was  no  minister  plenipolentiBiy  ' 
except  at  Paris  and  London;  at  other  places 
there  were  no  higher  grades  than  ministen 
re^dent  Hence  the  committee  might  ba  led 
to  argue  tbe  propriety  of  bringing  back  our 
foreign  politico]  inLercouise  to  what  it  was  be- 
fore that  period.  He  sud  foreign  polities]  in- 
tercourse; because  he  thought  the  gentlemsn 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Habpbb)  had  blended 
two  sul^eots  together^  viz :  foreign  commercial 
intorcourse^  ana  foreign  poUticaJ,  interoonise. 
He  did  not  believe  it  woe  the  opinion  of  any 
gentiemoo  in  that  House  that  oommeroe  on^t 
to  be  left  to  shift  for  itself;  unattended  tc.  Ee 
believed  it  was  well  understood  that  our.  cem- 
oe  in  foreign  countries  was  attended  to  by 
consuls  and  not  by  our  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary ;  and  consols  would  exist  if  we  had  no 
ministers  at  all.  Ther^oro,  all  that  gentle- 
man's  arguments,  which  tended  to  show  that 
the  amendment  would  affect  our  oommeniil 
intercourse,  had  no  foundation  whatever, 
"  ■  the  queetioii  of  foreign  politioaJ 
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taMoooTu :  Vaa  it  pn^wr  to  bring  it  back  to 
vhu  it  waa  eiobteen  montbs  ago  ?  And,  be- 
fore be  proceeded  Airther,  he  would  observe 
that,  though  the  gentleraBu  from  South  Oarolina 
bad  been  toler&bl;  correct  ia  his  etatementa  of 
tht  buMnesa,  be  was  mistaken  in  one  point,  in 
irbicb  be  vould  set  him  right  He  had  stated 
that  the  first  additiooal  appropriation  was  t^*^,- 
000;  but  this  9um  was  not  appropriat«dfor  for- 
ci^  iDt^rooorse,  but  for  defraying  the  eipense 
c€  the  snits  of  onr  morchonta  in  London,  On 
the  first  of  Jannary,  1788,  there  Temained  a  ba- 
lance of  uaeipended  appropriation  for  thb 
object,  of  t30jOOO.  To  that  day  no  eztraordi- 
narj  appropriation  had  been  made ;  the  whole 
lUovance  was  {40,000  a  year,  which  was  found 
to  be  more  than  aofScient.  On  the  28th  of  May, 
1T9S,  ao  estimate  waa  seot  by  the  Fbbsidbkt  or 
iBi  Uhttbd  States,  stating  the  soma  already  ap- 
propriated for  foreign  intercourse,  and  that  $28,- 
600  were  yet  wanting,  in  order  to  change  the 
eaiabiishmeQt  which  bad  till  that  day  eiisted, 
by  tending  Ministers  Plenip«t«ntiary  to  Uadrid 
and  lisbon,  instead  of  Mnisters  Reatdent. 
Tia»  estimate,  he  Joat  stat«d,  waa  received  on 
the  Sfith  of  May,  and  tlte  law  received  the  Big- 
nature  of  the  PusiDK^TT  on  the  first  of  Jone^  ao 
that  it  could  not  have  received  a  very  fall  diaana- 
Mon  (being  passed  joat  as  the  sessioii  was  about 
to  cbse)  uid  he  thoD^t  there  waa  good  reason 
ior  examining  the  thug  agun.  The  next  ap- 
profffiatioD  waa  made  in  the  leoond  seenon  of 
the  foorth  Congress^  In  that  aeeenon,  he  al- 
lowed, the  additional  appropriation  was  paaeed 
after  foil  discussion.  It  was  made  upon  on 
estimate  stating  $17,S00  wanted;  and,  dnring 
last  aeaaon,  on  appropriation  waa  made  for  a 
Minister  U>  Berlin,  of  |13,G00. 

The  committee  had  been  told  that  it  wonid 
evince  great  versatility  if  they  were  all  at  once 
to  diange  what  had  already  Iwen  done.  Bat  it 
most  be  recoUeoted,  tiian  when  the  change  in 
the  ijateta  was  first  made,  it  underwent  little 
jHftmiwiffn  ;  and  he  would  ventore  to  b^,  that 
onr  bosineaa  abroad  was  as  well  done  from  the 
year  1736  to  1796,  as  it  had  been  done  since. 
As  the  qnesUun  was  whether  a  larger  or  a 
maUer  SDm  of  money  should  be  ^propriated, 
he  wonld  call  npon  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the 
larger  sam,  to  snow  what  benefit  waa  derived 
troQ]  Madrid  and  Lisbon  by  the  change ;  what 
necessity  there  waa  for  a  Minister  at  Berlin,  and 
wbit  good  was  to  be  derived  from  giving  a  lar- 
■er  r2arj  than  (4,600.  The  gentleniaD  from 
OcHuecticDt  had  ^d,  why  send  a  Minister  Fleni- 


iIm  mover,  fa*  soppoeed,  wished  no 
900  the  law  as  originally  passed. 

But  they  were  bAd  it  waa  improper,  npon  this 
floor,  to  say  any  thing  about  patronage,  and  tiiat 
ifl  argoineota  of  that  kind  are  well  anderstood, 
nd  are  by  no  loeMU  novel  in  their  nstnre;  that 
•ach  complaint*  are  made  nnder  all  forma  of 
GoTcninient  by  discontented  people  ont  of  offloe. 
I«  lay  that  these  ocHnplainta  are  wfil  nnder- 


Btood,  waa  the  same  as  to  say  that  the  ground 
npon  which  they  complained  was  also  well  un- 
derstood :  it  was  to  acknowledge,  that  persons 
who  were  in  the  fbvor  of  the  Executive  had 
some  advantages  which  persona  in  the  other 
party  desired  or  envied.  To  admit  of  one  posi- 
tion, was  to  admit  of  the  other.  But,  if  no  par- 
ticolar  advantage  was  to  be  derived  tWim  Gov- 
ernmental patronage,  then  the  canse  of  Jealousy, 
according  to  this  doctrine,  must  ceaae. 

Oar  Government,  he  said,  was  in  its  child- 
hood; and  if  this  patronage  had  any  existence, 
it  oonld  not  of  oonrm  be  as  yet  alarming.  Bat 
he  desired  gentiemen  to  look  at  all  Governments 
where  this  power  was  placed  in  the  EiccutiTe, 
and  see  if  the  graattnt  evil  of  the  Government 
was  not  the  excessive  influence  of  that  depart- 
menL  Did  not  tliis  oorrnption  exist  in  the 
Government  whioL  wot  constitnted  most  idmi- 
larly  to  onrs,to  such  a  degree  as  to  have  become 
a  part  of  the  syitem  itseli,  and  withoat  whidi, 
it  is  said,  the  Government  could  not  go  on  I 
Was  it  not,  therefore,  pnident  to  keep  a  watoh- 
fol  eye  in  this  respeot  I  He  did  not,  however, 
speak  against  the  power  itself ;  it  was  necessary 
to  be  placed  somewhere.  The  conatdtntion  had 
placed  it  in  the  Executive  power.  If  the  same 
power  had  been  plaoedintJieLegislBtnre,heb»* 
lieved  they  wonld  have  tieen  more  corrupt  than 
the  Eieoutive.  He  tlioaifht,  therefore,  the  trust 
was  wisely  placed  in  tlie  Executive ;  and  thon^ 
it  was  right  to  keep  grants  of  money  within  pro- 
per bounds,  in  order  to  prevent  the  abase  of 
power,  yet  it  was  prcq>er  to  grant  all  that  was 


Mr.  G.  oondoded,  by  saying,  that  if  he  thonght 
i  was  proper  IMt  onr  political  interconrw 
should  be  extended,  be  should  not  support  the 
amendment ;  bnt  as  the  conviction  was  strong 
npon  liis  mind  that  our  foreign  politioal  inter- 
oourae  had  at  least  been  as  expensive  asitongbt 
to  be ;  that  it  was  owing,  in  a  great  degree,  to 
our  political  interoonrae  with  foreign  nations, 
that  OUT  preeentoritioalRtnatioa  was  produced; 
that  this  interoonrae  produced  more  evil  than 
good  to  us ;  that  be  wished  to  bring  the  bud- 
nees  back  to  the  state  in  which  it  stood  in  1794. 
If  the  wisdom  of  fature  Legislatures  shall  think 
proper  to  abolish  Qie  estaUlahment  of  foreign 
pohtioal  intercourse  altogether,  it  must  be  iStt 
to  themtodeoide.  HeMmself  thou^titwonld 
be  goin^  too  &r  to  do  so  at  present.  He  be- 
lieved, situated  as  we  were,  it  was  neceaaary  to 
have  some  political  intercourse;  but  be  believed 
it  would  be  best,  by  degrees,  to  decline  it  ^to- 
gether. 

}lr.  Snesu.Tn8. — ^The  ooostitntion  and  laws 
of  the  country  had  made  certain  (^ces  neces- 
sary, and  left  it  to  the  Eiecntive  to  fill  them  aa 
he  pleased ;  and  waa  it  for  tiiat  Eonse  to 
attempt  to  oontrol  this  discretion  I    If  it  v 


eiecnted  to  the  imnry  of  the  people,  the  consti- 
tution had  pointed  out  the  remedy  to  be  by  im- 
peachment.    Bnt  where  was  tha  crime,  the 


o^Qoe,  or  the  impropriety,  of  die  ocmdnct  a»- 
soribed  to  the  Exeoutiv*,  if  It  had  been  adopted  t 


dbyGoo^le 


ABSIDOMENT  07  THK 


tJ" 


'WoiOd  KenUemen  aaj  tbat  the  Execative  onght 
to  appoint  persona  to  office  who  proreHsed  an 
opinion  contrsry  to  ibi  own  t  Did  gentlemen 
suppose  tbat  there  waa  anoh  a  wantof  integrity 
in  this  department  of  Government,  tbat  it 
adopted  a  political  opinion  which  it  did  not  be- 
lieve to  be  right  (  And,  if  it  were  believed  to 
act  from  principle,  woold  it  be  pmdent  or  ri^t 
to  aidrait  to  a  partidpatioo  in  the  ezecation  of 
tJie  important  doties  of  Oovemment  persons 
whose  sentiments  were  not  in  nnison  with  those 
of  the  Executive,  and  who  conld  onlj  create 
discord  and  confasioD,  where  nothing  bnt  Jiar- 
tnonj  and  nnion  ought  to  prevail  t  a  the  Exe- 
ontive  acted  apon  Jost  principles,  it  wonid  en- 
deavor to  give  Binclenees  of  design  to  its 
operations,  and  it  coald  only  do  this  by  admit- 
tang  persona  into  the  Government  who  thonght 
wiUi  it.  This  wonld  be  a  right,  prudent,  and 
honorable  oondnot;  and  where  it  had  been  de- 
"  3ov- 

r  its 
(htnre  condncL 

The  qnestian  whether  that  Honse  had  the 

Eower  to  interfere  with  the  Execative  anthoritv, 
y  withholding  appropriations,  bad  been  Mly 
discnased  in  a  jonner  Congresa,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  conntry  was  not  now  to  be  Sied  on  this 
sntgect.  For  that  part  of  the  House  who 
thonght  the  obnatitntion  had  not  vuted  them 
with  the  anthori^  of  oontrolling  the  ExeontiTe, 
It  was  soffldent  to  s^  that  the  Execativa  had 
Uionsfat  it  necessary  to  introdnoe  the  change  in 
the  diplomatic  department^  whioh  was  com- 
plained oC  and  that  they  felt  themselvee  bound 
to  carry  his  determination  into  effect ;  but  those 
who  think  tbat  the  Hoose  of  R^reeentatives 
may  control  the  Executive  in  this  respect,  will 
of  coorse  act  accordingly. 

Mr.  BjllswIei  sud  he  peredved  there  was  a 
real  differenoe  of  apinion  between  the  gentleman 
last  np  and  himself.  The  gentleman  enppoeed 
the  diplomatic  establishment  was  fixed  by  the 
ExeontivQ,  and  the  Le^alatnre  had  nothing  to 
do  witii  it  bat  to  provide  the  money,  Evny 
person  most  see,  evn  from  a  ontMiy  view  <^ 
Ihe  oonstitntion,  that  this  was  denned  to  be  a 
Govemmeat  of  dOTiartmeiits,  LwisMtiTe,  Exeo- 
nUve,  and  Jndicdal  to  h«  k^  Satinet  aa  bras 
poarible.  It  was  Uie  bnalness  of  the  Le^slati 
to  estabUsh  offioM  by  law ;  it  was  the  bn^eas 
of  the  Exeontive  to  fill  those  offloee.  It  would 
appear,  from  tracing  back  the  law,  now  fto- 
imsed  to  be  oontinnea,  that  it  originated  in  this 
manner.  He  had  not  been  notlfled  ot  the  sub- 
ject aa  l>eing  likely  to  be  c^led  np  to-day,  and 
vasnotprmared  to  beasparldonlarasheconld 
wiah  as  to  uota.  Be  had  «ideavored  to  ret^«eh 
hie  rec<^eotion  sinoe  it  had  been  nnder  disons- 
rion,  and  he  fbnnd  that  it  originated  from  the 
Speech  of  the  FfixsuwirT,  at  the  opening  of  the 
seeood  eesdon  of  the  first  Oongren,  in  whioh  he 
•aid,  "  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
reqiiired  tbat  onr  interconrae  with  other  nations 
•honld  be  boilitated  by  snoh  provinons  as  will 
enable  me  to  fulfil  my  daty  in  that  respect ;  and 


to  this  end,  that  the  oampensationg  to  be  mad« 
to  the  persons  who  may  be  employed,  should, 
according  to  the  nature  of  their  appointmenu, 
be  defined  by  law."  This  part  of  the  Speech 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  from  that  ori- 
ginated this  law.  Want  of  information,  at  that 
early  time  in  the  Government,  prevented  their 
being  as  partionlar  as  they  wished.  They  fiied 
a  sura  to  each  grade,  and  a  sum  beyond  which 
the  whole  amount  shonld  not  extend ;  limited 
the  law  to  a  short  period,  that  it  might  be  open 
to  be  corrected  by  experience.  The  present  mo. 
don,  if  he  had  understood  it,  proposed  now  to 
be  a  little  more  particnlar  in  the  establisbnten^ 


siDSKT.  The  same  has  always  been  the  intendoo 
of  every  succeeding  Oongrees,  which  wai  the 
reason  why  they  oontinned  it  only  for  short 
periods,  leaving  it  open  to  Such  amendments  at 
sbonld  be  Eo^estadby  experience.  These  ideaa 
of  the  offioee  being  first  to  be  established  by  law, 
appeared  not  only  to  be  the  sense  of  the  fomMf 
PuBiDXHT,  and  of  £ach  sucoeeding  Oonpen,  u 
he  had  stated,  bnt  appeared  also  to  be  me  ofrin- 
ion  of  the  present  I'^xaroEirr.  At  the  lost  tee- 
rion  he  thon^t  that  a  higher  grade  of  office  wa 
neceseary  at  Algiers:  tiiiabestated  in  amewwe 
to  Congresa— ^at  as  there  were  great  eii>en& 
tores  of  money  on  that  coast,  he  thonght  it  ce- 
oeesary  tbat  an  establishment  should  be  made 
which  would  enable  him  to  appoint  a  very  con- 
fidential person,  on  whom  the  other  officer) 
there  shonld  be  dependent,  and  who  ihoold 
control  their  proceedings  and  expenditures. 
Oongreas  concurred  in  this  (q>inion,  passed  aliw 
for  the  establishment  of  the  office,  and  then  Lba 
Execative  appointed  the  officer,  Fcrtheseiea' 
sons  he  oonmaered  the  qneation  within  their^ 
per  powers,  and  fhiriv  open  to  thor  delibersUoiu 
At  the  ctose  of  the  revolntiMiary  war,  the 
dlspontion  of  forming  naany  treatiea,  and  harinc 
extensive  diplomatic  connections  with  E<irop«in 
powera,  was  carried  eren  fbrtber  than  it  hu 
twen  since.  It  was  amimg  their  first  nationil 
acta,  and  discovered  ma^  of  youth  and  inex- 
perience; afew  years  convinoed  them  that  they 
had  gone  too  &r,  that  this  oonntrj  had  little  to 
expect  from  treaties,  and  maoh  to  lose,  and  ihit 
many  diplomatic  oonneotiona  wm»  more  fre- 
quently tne  cause  of  penlexity  and  embairagi- 
raent,  than  of  any  national  advantage.  The 
Congresa  under  the  articles  of  oonfederatiMi 
were  extricating  themselves  from  that  policy  as 
&st  aa  possible ;  as  theee  expired  in  comae,  uiey 
were  carefU  not  to  renew  them.  For  setasl 
of  the  last  years  of  that  Congreaa  he  well  recol- 
lected that  dusters  of  candidates  for  theee  «p- 
pointmenta,  supported  by  powerM  interests  and 
oonneotions,  were  uniformly  resiBted ;  and,  if  hs 
mistook  not,  when  this  Government  came  into 
operation,  thia  oonntry  had  bnt  (me  Uinister  in 
Eorope.  The  oonviotion  on  this  snl^eot  was » 
strong,  and  experience  had  so  ftallv  settled  it  as 
the  true  policy,  that  It  rcmainea  immoveahla 
for  some  time  uter  organisiig  the  preaant  Oot- 
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enunent.  AH  ftpproprUtlons  for  foreign  Minis- 
t«i  w«i«refi)BMat  Ue  fint  leaston,  m  fer  as  he 
raooIlMted.  At  the  Bocond  Mflaion  it  was  mffed, 
In  the  8pee^  of  tb«  PBunnrr,  ta  before  stated, 
and  enforaed  br  more  partioaUr  ezjdanatioiu  to 
iadiridiu]*,  u  derignoa  to  be  for  temporary  pnr- 
poaea,  reapoottngtha  Northern  forte  and  the  pro- 
perty that  wu  withheld.  Under  these  ezplana- 
tiou  a  law  passed,  ta  bef(ff«  explained.  It  was 
trne,  this  pcdicy  had  been  of  late,  in  some 
inesanra,  departed  from.  He  thonght  experience 
had  alrea^  boon  nsefid  Xo  tbem  in  this  oonrae 
■Im^  and  oogbt  to  adniinister  osntion  to  them 
fn  seeking  to  intermingle  in  European  politics. 
AmbMsadors  aad  Ministers  cannot  be  entirely 
inffifferant  to  the  ciuractera  and  events  witn 
wUoh  thef  are  oonstantlj  enrronnded ;  the 
dure  they  take  is  very  apt  to  be  exclianged  be- 
tween the  ooontriee  to  whioh  the;  belong.  He 
did  not  wish  to  he  too  partianlar  on  that  point; 
be  was  persoaded  facts  enough  presented  tbem- 
bcItm  to  Che  reooUeotiim  of  every  member,  to 
oooAnn  his  remark.  It  might  be  said  that  on 
this  also  w%  have  an  awftil  nsson.  K  evil  had 
been  experienced  ttwa  this  canae,  he  hoped  it 
would  operate  ••  a  reascHi  to  endeavor  to  dimin- 
iib  IL  H«  Omo^  it  not  Dnreasonattle  for  the 
House  to  interpoee  their  leetrsiniiig  power  as  to 
graoting  monej,  and  the  more  psTtJcnlar  estab- 
Bshment  of  the  officers,  and  thns  aid  the  other 
depertoients  of  &e  Government  In  brinpng 
back,  b7  d^rees,  this  part  of  oar  policy  to  its 
tbrmer  principles,  so  well  sanctioned  by  ezpe- 
risnee.  Thathor  the  present  motion  was  well 
timed,  or  whether  it  was  beet  to  give  it  another 
abort  limitation,  before  we  went  into  a  definite 
establidmient,  was  another  qnestion,  on  whioh 
be  WBB  willing  to  bear  more  remarks.  Informed 
M  be  waa  at  present,  ha  should  vote  fbr  Ae  mo- 
Ikn,  and  thonght  th<rr  might  make  some  omend- 
■tats  to  Uie  former  Mil,  alresdy  nimeeted  by 
tnsfienee^  and  which  wonM  be  ntefal. 
The  oonunittae  rose,  and  had  leave  to  rit  Bg^n. 

I^muT,  Jannary  19. 

Ar<^ /ntevmm*. 
ne  Honae  sarin  resolved  Itself  into  a  Oom- 
■tttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  provj^ng  the 
BNoa  of  fbrtsgn  Interoonr^  when 

Xr.  FUKiXBir  roee.  He  nnderstood  the 
nMndment  was  Intended  to  oonflne  onr  ICnis- 
tos  PleiripotMitiaiT  to  London  and  Pari^  end 
Oat  DO  hie^er  grade  than  IDnistws  Serident 
Aonld  be  emi^^ed  in  snj  other  oonntry.  He 
nsoppoeed  to  Uils  chaiiBe  at  tbis  time,  and  to 
ft*  mode  pit^MMsd  of  doing  the  bndnesa,  if  the 
fas  were  seasonable.  It  was  proper  that  at 
Us  Jonctore  onr  IDniaters  should  retnsin  as  they 
vn,  aa  It  was  pnident  to  derive  all  the  inSih- 
•MM  and  advantage  weoonld  from  the  situation 
rf  ear  agents  in  Europe,  who  woold  not  only 
h  mabled  to  oommnnioate  more  correct  infor- 
■tttoo  frmn  thenoe,  than  could  be  derived  from 
Mj  Other  sonroe,  bnt  who  oonid  also  ezplrin 
fte  motivea  and  objects  of  this  Qovemment, 
■1  by  that  means  remove  any  nnfovorable 


[H.  . 


impressions  whioh  may  be  attempted  to  be 
given  with  respect  to  this  conntry;  and  thereby 
pnt  oar  bnsinesa  in  the  best  train  for  secoring 
the  nentral  standing  which  wc  have  taken. 
He  was  against  it  for  another  reason.  To 
change  the  diplomatic  intercourse  in  the  way 
proposed,  would  l>e  fordng  upon  the  Eiecntive 
a  maasnre  contrary  to  its  wishes.  It  would 
also  be  afibrding  testimony  to  the  charge  here- 
tofore made,  that  there  was  a  division  in  the 
Oovernment  and  the  people — a  aitnation  In 
whioh  maoy  wished  to  see  us.  He  shonld  be 
sorry  to  afford  the  appearsnoe  of  one  depart- 
ment of  Government  having  forced  upon  ano- 
ther a  change  of  measuree  of  whioh  they  are  the 
competent  Jndges,  and  upon  which  they  have 
acted.  As  it  was  well  known  that  there  was 
a  very  Intimate  connection  between  Bptia  and 
Uolliuid,  and  the  oonntry  with  whom  we  have 
at  present  a  misunderstanding,  he  should  be 
unwilling  to  deprive  this  country  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  denved  from  having  Ministers  at 
those  places ;  besides,  if  onr  Uinistors  were  to 
be  recalled  from  thenoe,  it  would  be  conndered 
as  an  extraordinary  proceeding;  and  might  be 
constmed  as  intended  to  be  hoatilo  to  them. 
Whatever  inflnence  Spain  or  Holland  may  have 
in  the  councils  of  the  country  which  be  had 
alluded  to,  by  oontinning  onr  Ministers  there,  it 
was  probable  that  weight  would  operate  in  our 
&vor.  There  waa  an  additional  reaaon  with 
respect  to  Bpain.  It  waa  well  known  that  we 
had  points  yet  to  settle  with  that  country. 
Onr  treaty  with  that  power  was  not  yet  carried 
into  effect,  and  negotiations  might  at  this  time 
be  going  on  in  relation  to  it,  which  might  be 
frnstrsted  by  the  recall  of  onr  Ministers. 

Mr.  Nicholas  wished  to  explain  his  inten- 
tions in  bringing  forward  tbta  amendment.  He 
bdieved  the  gentleman  last  up  would  find  they 
nearly  correep<mded  with  his  own.  He  bad  no 
Idea  oT  potting  an  Immediate  veto  upon  the 
Ministers  at  present  employed.  He  oonndered 
this  bin,  though  passed  with  a  limitation,  as  a 


time  at  whioh  the  salaries  of  Hlnlatera  shonld 
oease.  His  wish  was  to  put  alimit  to  this  ex- 
tension of  Executive  power.  He  reminded  the 
gentleman  f^om  South  Carolina  that  Holland 
was  not  oonoemed  in  this  bill,  aa  we  had  only  a 
Ifinister  Readmit  there.  If  the  sulijeot  were 
farther  dilated  upon,  he  should  offer  aonje  (br- 
ther  remarks  upon  it. 

Mr.  N.  BiOTR  waa  anrpriaed  to  beer  the  gen- 
tleman last  up  conridered  that  as  apermanent 
provision  which  waa  limited  to  a  duration  of 
two  years.  This  law  was  merely  temporary  in 
its  nature,  and  if  he  only  contemplated  some 
fritnre  regulationa  in  our  foreign  interoonrae, 
hia  amendment  w*s  not  now  neoessary.  How- 
ever competent  it  waa  for  the  L^lalature  to 
aettle  the  aalary  of  Miniatera,  it  waa  clear  the 
Legislatnre  had  no  power,  by  the  constitution 
dther  to  determine  the  number  of  foreign  Min- 
isters to  be  employed,  where  they  should  be 
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sent,  or  wbat  ehoald  be  th«ir  grade.    Under  the 

KDwal  power  of  makiag  treatiee,  vested  in  the 
'esident,  be  had  the  power  of  sending  MLnia- 
tere  where  he  pleaBed;  also  in  tJie  power  in- 
tmsted  tohimofexeontingthelaw  (notonly  the 
mnnicipal,  but  the  law  of  nations)  it  was  ne- 
cesaarj  he  ahonld  have  thia  power. 

In  a  word,  all  relations  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  Eiecntive ;  all  onr  foreign  interoonrM  was 
to  him,  and  from  him.  Of  conrse,  he  was  the 
on);jndge  of  what  was  proper  in  this  bnsiness. 
This  being  the  ease,  it  should  seem  as  if  that 
HoDse  had  nothing  to  do  with  respect  to  the 
propriet;  of  sending^  a  Ifinister  to  Berlin,  or 
in  relation  to  other  grades  of  IGnisters,  Uiongh 
they  had  the  power  of  fixing  their  salaries. 
But  it  was  oontended  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  and  others,  that,  by  regulating  these 
Balaiios,  the  Legislature  had  the  power  of  pre- 
Tenting  the  extension  of  their  eBtablishraent. 
This  broaght  up  an  old  qnestion  ;  bat  it  was  a 
verj  important  one,  and  he  did  not  regret  that 
it  was  frequently  drawn  into  discassion.  lie 
thought  the  great  landmu-ks  of  onr  constitu- 
tion could  not  be  too  well  nnderatood.  He  did 
not  mean,  however,  to  extend  his  observa^ons 
on  this  snltfect.  It  was  said,  this  was  a  Govern- 
ment of  departments  and  checks,  and  of  oonrse, 
that  the  Legislature  ought  to  check  the  Exeon- 
tive  in  its  operations.  That  this  was  a  Govern- 
ment of  departments  and  checks,  to  a  certain 
extent,  he  should  readily  allow;  but  that  itwaa 
BO  to  the  extent  which  had  been  represented, 
he  did  deny.  Our  Government  waa  divided 
into  three  departments,  the  Legislative,  Ezeon- 
tive,  and  Judioial;  each  of  these  bad  checks 
and  balances  in  its.own  department.  The  Pre- 
sdent  was  checked  bj  the  Senate ;  the  Legis- 
lature was  checked  by  the  President  and  Senate ; 
the  Jadiciary  was  checked  by  having  certain 
appeals,  writs  of  error.  See.  So  fkr  fh>m  one 
departinent  checking  the  other,  it  was  nnnnrainrj 
that  all  the  parts  dionld  act  In  unison  like  a 
clock,  and  the  moment  one  part  declined  to  act, 
\,  &o  Government  could  'not  proceed.  It  was 
not  in  the  power  of  the  Legtauture  to  reverse 
the  decision  of  the  lowest  court,  and  should  it 
then  be  eaid  that  the?  conld  Judge  over  the 
bead  of  the  Executive  ?  This  lemark  was  ap- 
plio^ile  to  allAe  d^partawnte.  No  one  depart- 
ment was  a  favorite  of  the  oonstitntioii.  Every 
■ot  of  a  department  on^t  to  he  oond dered  as 
w^  done.  This  being  the  caae,  wiienevw  the 
Presi  Jent  had  appointed  ft  IGnister,  utd  done  it 
oonstitntionally,  when  he  infimned  the  L^^ida- 
ture  theceo^  they  might  do  any  thing  and  every 
thingbnt  doobtthe  proprie^  of  estaftlishing  the 
Minister. 

Ur.  Habpxb. — As  to  the  general  polity  a 
the  present  motion,  as  connected  with  the 
foreign  relations  of  this  country,  Ur.  H.  said 
that  he  woold  add  two  or  three  remarks  on 
that  Bubjeot^  and  then  oondnde. 

The  motion  went,  he  said,  to  rednoe  the 
uipointmeutfi  and  salaries  <rf  three  miniuers : 
those  to  Madrid,  Liabon,  and  Berlin;  and  in 


support  of  the  motion,  it  was  alleged  thu  the 
last  of  these  Ujnisters  waa  entirely  unoeoeesary, 
and  that  the  other  two  had  been  improp«iiy, 
because  unnecessarily,  rueed  from  Miniatcn 
Remdant  to  Ministera  Plenipotentiair.  To  him 
it  was  a  sntBcient  answer  to  these  allegalioDt  to 
say,  that  the  President  had  thonght  otherwise; 
because,  the  President,  being  charged  by  the 
coDstitntion  with  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  must  be  invested  with  the  means  neces- 
sary for  conducting  them  with  efltect;  andwssio- 
finitely  lietteTqu^ifiedby  this  eituatioa  to  Judge 
what  those  means  were,  and  bow  they  ought 
to  be  used,  thsn  the  House  can  pretend  to  be.  One 
of  thesemeans  was  the  appointment  of  foreign 
Ministers,  which  was  expready  vested  in  the  Pre- 
sident by  the  oonstitntdon.  When  the  President, 
therefore,  had  thoughtfit  to  appoint  br«ign  Ud- 
islerB,orto  alter  th^  grades,  he  hadeierNieda 
constitutional  power,  and  it  did  not  liewithtbt 
House  of  Representatives  to  object  or  j'^^ 
To  him,  therefore,  Hr.  H.  said,  it  was  a  sdS- 
oient  answer  to  all  those  objections  to  say  that 
the  President  had  thought  otherwise.  To 
others,  who  might  hold  difTwent  opinions  from 
him  on  this  subject,  he  thonght  it  waa  a  soffl- 
oient  answer  to  be  told  that  t^  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, as  well  as  the  President,  had 
thought  differently,  and  had  sanotioDed  tha 
changes  which  he  had  thonght  proper  to  make 
in  th»  respect,  by  volJng  money  to  C»rry  them 
into  effect.  This  the  House  had  done  eiprettdy 
in  all  the  three  cases  contemplated  by  the  pre- 
sent motion. 

Ur.  GALi>t.TiK  s^  the  committee  had  been 
told,  ia  the  oonrae  of  the  debato,  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, that  this  attempt  to  rednce  the  nnmbtr 
of  onrUmisterswasancmistitational;  byothet^ 
that  it  was  inexpedient ;  and  even  some  ^- 
tlemen,  who  agreed  to  the  general  expediency  <rf 
the  measure,  believed  it  would  be  attended  with 
inconvenienoe  &om  onr  present  forngn  relatJOM. 

In  relation  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
thing,  he  did  not  believe,  whatever  dodrioe 
was  supported  with  reep«ot  to  treaties,  thit 
upon  tins  oocaa(»i  the  ooiomittoe  should  be  told 
that  they  were  interfering  wiUi  the  ceostita- 
tionsl  power  vested  in  the  Freeident,  It  tru 
true  that  he  had  the  general  power  oTappcint- 
ing  Ambassadors,  but  it  was  not  lew  true  that 
the  Le^datore  had  the  sole  and  exclusive  power 
to  provide  fbr  all  the  expenses  of  the  DniMi. 
Hence  arose  the  idea  of  onrs  being  a  Govaiif 
ment  of  departmenta,  so  formed  astobeacheek 
open  each  other.  Bnt  the  gentleman  fiom 
&>nneotiout  (Mr,  N.  Suth)  sud  there  wai  no 
ancb  thing  as  a  check  of  deportmedts ;  that  each 
was  dis^Dct ;  and,  thou^  eaoh  had  checks 
within  itself  none  of  th(m  checked  the  otba'. 
And  to  illustrate  his  position,  he  introdaeed  tb* 
simile  of  a  do(^  at  the  aame  time  that  be  toU 
them  that  the  Ezeootive  Department  was  the 
main-spring  which  put  the  dock  in  motioD, 
whilst  Ur.  G.  sapposed  he  meant  that  the  other 
branches  were  merely  the  hands,  which  moved 
aa  they  ware  directed.  Bat  if  thenwaaanj 
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let  wbich  conld  not  be  done  bat  by  all  the 
bnocbea,  each  had  ita  ahnre  in  deciding  upon 
the  propriety  of  it.  When  ft  Iradtj  yrae  made 
it  bftd  been  argned  that  tbat  Uonse  bad  nothing 
to  do  but  car^  it  into  effect ;  but  here  it  was 
(sid  that  th«  Hoiue  were  bonnd  to  provide  for 
every  Ambosudor  ^>poiaie(I ;  and  if,  by  with- 
holding lalarteB,  they  obliged  the  Preadent  to 
Mod  MiiuBtan  Rendeat  where  he  wUhed  to 


entlemen  might  nuke  flpeechee  on  this  anb- 
ject,  they  mnrt  know  tbat  where  the  Legisla- 
nre  had  »  right  to  act,  it  hada  right  to  deUboT' 
ate  and  to  nae  its  discretion. 

It  was  tme  treaties  had  been  made,  bnt  no 
*»eaty  had  been  made  since  the  adoption  of  tlie 
present  Government,  by  Uiniatera  Resident  at 
■nyOoDrtatthetim&  If  any  beneSta  were  de- 
rived to  the  oonntry  fi*om  the  Britigh  treaty,  thej 
moat  be  attribated  to  the  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
and  not  to  our  Minister  at  that  oourt  And 
when  onr  treaty  with  Spain  was  concladed,it  was 
neeeasary  to  send  a  Minister  Resident  to  another 
Conrt  to  do  the  bnaineaa.  Since  our  traatiea 
were  always  made  by  special  Envoys,  what  ad- 
vantage oonld  it  be  to  have  nnmerons  Uinisters 
Fleoipotentiary  in  Europe  I  In  the  present 
oitical  sitnation  of  the  oonntry,  agitated  as  it 
was  to  the  centre,  was  it  not  to  be  apprehended 
that  OUT  Ministers  wonld  participate,  in  some 
difgree,  in  the  party  spirit  which  there  abound- 
ed, and  rank  tb'enuelves  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  which  wonld  have  a  tendency  to  draw 
this  conntry  into  a  vortex  from  which  we  were 
•o  hapirily  sq>Brated  by  the  Atlantic  t  We 
were  the  mdy  nation,  he  said,  who  poaaessed  a 
Governmeat  on  a  firm  fonndation,  in  which 
dvil  sod  religiom  liberty  was  fhlly  recognized ; 
wa,  therefore,  aidored  what  the  people  of  Eu- 
rope were  nnnkfng  after.  We  have  nothing 
to  wWi|jizoept  to  remain  in  oar  present  utoa- 
tioiL    Why,  then,  abonld  we  hauvd  the  being 
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■n  eqna]  to  every 

]  be  liad  heard  nothing 


stated  thatOoDsnl 

merdal  regnUtiiw,  and 

to  change  hia  opinion.    Bedng,  therefore^  that 

tluae  difdomalk  agents  were  rather  dangerona 

dun  naefbl,  he  thotight  it  time  to  put  a  stop  to 

their  increaae. 

Hr.  Bataxd  'began  hia  observationB  by  re- 
narking,  tbat  the  gentiemao  &om  Tirginia  had 
■id  thM  it  was  not  his  deei^  that  hu  motion 
dwold  have  an  immediate  eSeot  upon  the  le- 
isters at  pntmat  employed.  If  the  gentleman 
matiaoerein  bis  avowal,  h  was  oImt that  he 
M  not  understand  Us  own  motion ;  (br  what- 
enr  oaeodment  was  introdaoed  into  the  third 
netim,  wbich  the  gentleman  had  intiniat«d 
nneht  be  so  amended  as  to  give  the  regnbitiou 
■  distaDt  (q»eration,  aa  it  only  related  to  the  smn 
of  monqr  to  be  appropriated,  it  wonld  not 
aahle  the  Preddent  to  employ  a  Uiniater  Pleni- 
potentiary, beaidea  those  at  London  and  Paris, 
it  ■  higher  Mlaiy  than  (4,000. 
Soms  gentleman  hare  said,  it  was  idle  talk 


[H.  o*  E 

about  thiH  Honse  having  the  power  to  appro- 
priate, withoDt  having  the  power  at  the  same 
timetonse  their  discretion.  He  contended  that 
the  power  of  appointing  Hinisters  was  ve-'ted 
In  the  Preaident,  and  the  Honse  had  no  right 
to  believe  be  wonld  abuse  this  power.  It  had 
been  suppoaed  by  the  (fentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  he  might  appoint  an  indefinite 
number  of  Ministers;  and  were  the  Honse,  in 
that  case^  he  asked,  blindly  to  appropriate  for 
themt  This  qneation  was  predicated  npon  an 
abnse  of  power,  whilst  the  oonstitation  snp- 
poeed  it  would  be  executed  with  fidelity.  Snp- 
poae  he  were  to  state  the  qnestion  in  an  opprosite 
ug><t.  Let  it  be  imagined  that  this  conntry  has 
a  m'.snnderBtanding  with  some  foreign  power, 
and  that  the  Executive  should  appoint  a  Minis- 
ter, hot  the  House,  In  the  plenitode  of  its 
powers,  shonld  reftue  an  approbation.  What 
might  be  the  oonaaqnenoet  Wonld  not  the 
House  have  contravened  the  oonstitntion,  by 
taking  from  the  Premdent  the  power  which  by 
it  is  placed  in  bim )  It  certainly  would.  80 
that  this  suppo^tion  of  the  abuse  of  power 
would  go  to  the  destruction  of  all  authority. 
The  Legislature  was  boand  to  appropriate  for 
the  Bfllw7  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  and  though  the  President  might  appoint 
tehitTmeu-wieeperto  that  oflice,  they  woola  still 
be  boimd.  The  constitution  had  trusted  the 
President,  as  well  as  it  had  trusted  that  House. 
Indeed  it  was  not  oonoeivable  tbat  the  House 
oould  act  upon  the  subject  of  foreign  Ministers. 
Onr  in  teres  ta  with  foreign  countries  came 
whcJ^  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ExeouUve. 
The  duties  of  that  Honse  related  to  the  internal 
afiairB  of  the  oountry;  hat  what  related  to 
foreign  oanntriee  and  foreign  agenta  waa  vested 
in  the  Executive  Department.  The  Presdent 
was  reeponaible  for  the  manner  in  which  this 
bo^ess  waa  conducted.  He  was  bonnd  to 
oommnnloate,  from  time  to  time,  onr  ritua- 
tion  with  foreign  powers;  and  if  plans  were 
carried  on  abroad  for  dividing  or  su^ecting  ns, 
if  he  were  not  to  make  dne  commnnioation  of 
the  design,  he  would  be  answerable  f(^  the 
negleoL 

TuxBDAT,  January  SO. 
Breath  of  J^rmUege. 

Ur.  8KWA1.L  then  said,  he  believed  the  bnri- 
ness  wbich  he  had  to  lay  before  the  Honse 
wonld  require  secrecy,  aa  it  was  a  subject 
which  would  oonaiderably  affect  the  feelmga 
of  the  members  of  the  Honse.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  galleries  might  be  cleared ; 
which  waa  accordingly  done,  exoepting  the 
membera  and  Clerk. 

Mr.  Saw  ALL  than  said,  that  he  had'l)een  in- 
formed, In  a  manner  which  left  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  the  fact,  that,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Honsewhilst  sitting,  MattubwLtok,  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Vermcoit,  did  this  day  oonunit 
a  vitdent  attack  and  gross  indecency  npon  the 
penon  (tfBopu  Okuwold,  another  member 
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of  thiB  Hoiue;  and  in  order  to  bring  the  sob- 
feet  before  the  Hoiue,  that  be  had  prep&red  a 
Ksolotion,  wbich  he  read  in  hig  place,  and  de- 
livered in  at  the  Olerk'a  table.  A  question  was 
then  taken  in  the  fnlloving  words :  Doea  the 
matter  so  oomronploafd  require  woreCT  t 

Thia  modon  paesed  niumiiaonsly  in  Uw  neg^ 
tive,  Nid  the  galleriu  were  opened. 

The  Eonse  then  proceeded  to  eonsider  the 
motion  made  b;  the  member  from  Maeaodbn- 
aetta,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

"  Saelind,  That  Hatthetr  Ljron,  s  msmW  of 
thia  Honn,  fiir  a  Tiolant  Mtack  and  gicM  Indacanc; 
oommttted  upon  the  panon  of  Roger  Orinrald,  ano- 
tbor  nieniti«r,  la  the  praance  of  tbs  Hoote,  whQit 
ritthur,   be,  fca  tbU  diaoidarij    behaTliv,   eipdlBd 

It  was  moved  that  this  reaolntion  be  leferred 
to  a  committee  to  be  denominated  t,  Oommittee 
of  Privileges,  with  inatmction  to  inquire  Into 
the  whole  matter  of  the  said  reeolation,  and  to 
report  the  same  with  their  opinion  tliereon  to 
tlw  House. 

The  qaestdon  was  taken  hy  jeu  and  nayt, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  49  to  44. 

Ordertd,  That  Ueaars.  PmoKirEY,   Vxiruiix, 

KJTTBBA,  ISA&O    PaBKKH,    R.    WiLlilllB,  OOOH- 

lux,  and  Dbnt,  be  a  committee  for  the  pnrpoee. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  Eonae  come 
to  the  following  reaolntion : 

"  Snolmd,  That  the  Hoase  will  ooorider  It  a  U^ 
hnaoli  of  privU^e  If  tiflwi  et  Hu  member*  ihiul 
«Dt«  into  UT  penonal  oonteit  imlil  a  dediian  of 
dts  HoDie  AiJl  be  bad  theteoa.' 


"And  that  dw  Mid  Hstduw  L7011  be  ooDiidsTed 
In  tlie  eutod;  of  the  8ergeuit«t-*imi '  nnlil  the 
finthsr  Mder  at  the  HoMS." 

The  7eaa  and  nafs  were  taken  npon  this 
qneatiofi  and  dedded  in  the  negativ»~29  to  B2. 

THna8D:LT,  February  1. 
Breaoh  0/  Prioilege. 

The  Bfeazeb  informed  the  Eonae  that  he 
bad  received  a  letter  from  a  member  from  Yer- 
mont,  whioh  he  was  requested  to  ]ty  b«B)ie 
them. 

Mr.BcTLXDOi  tboDsht,  that  in  oil  cues,  when 
letters  were  sent  to  the  Spukkb  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  It  wonld  be  proper  for  him  to 
state  the  subatonoe  of  such  commonications 
before  thej  ore  read,  otherwise  improper  mat- 
ters might  be  brought  before  them. 

The  Spsaxxk  allowed  that  the  so^estion 
was  a  proper  one,  and  proceeded  to  state  the 
ocmtentstatheletterinhishand;  which  having 
done,  the  reading  of  it  was  colled  for,  and  it 
woa  read  as  follow : 
To  du  ^eaier  afOtt  Ba»tt  tf  Rartanmlaliati : 

Sm ; — Ai  the  sttenlian  of  me  Houw  of  Bepre- 
mitallm  hu  beao  c^ed  to  m;  oouduot  in  a  dltputa 
witli  Hr.  aHiiwoi.D  i»i  %  nffoeidon  of  iti  beit^  a 
violntioD  of  tba  order  of  tha  Home,  and  the  reapeet 
dna  to  it  from  ill  its  menban,  I  feel  it  incnmbent 
on  ma  to  obflata  the  infntatkni  of  intmliaaal  dia- 


reipeot.  Permit  me,  dr,  thnogh  Toit,  to  laan  tfie 
HoaM  cf  RepreientaUvei  that  I  teel  u  mndi  h 
kblJ  of  iti  aiembera  tha  neoeiri^  of  pi««Bi  ijim  tbg 
utmost  deconun  in  tti  proceeding!  ;  that  I  im  inctpa- 
ble  of  an  intentioDal  violatloa  of  iti  rule ;  ud  tut, 
If^  In  tbe  prenut  tnituice,  I  am  ohaigeabla  widi 
a  disrenrd  of  tbem,  it  ii  owing  iriuU*  to  mj  igDi>- 
nnoB  of  tb«r  extent,  and  that  tha  Howe  of  B<fn- 
mitativei  claimsd  any  xqiarlntMidence  orar  iti 
nemben  vben  not  fotmallj  eonstitnted,  and  whan 
thej  are  not  enga^  in  Mtna]  bnilnMS.  If  I  lian 
bem  miitiken  in  m;  nndentMkUng  OB  Oil  kUM, 
I  beg  the  Hoon  to  baliave  that  my  fault  hat  bem 
without  Intentjon,  and  that  I  am  very  nnj  that  I 
have  deaerred  iti  oennin.    I  am,  Az,  joaz  oliadtant 


The  reading  of  the  lettw  hsTtng  bean  ku 
through,  a  member  propoeed  that  It  should  He 
on  the  table,  when 

Ur.  KtowB  sfdd,  that  as  it  was  on  aohunr- 


fir.  NioaoLU  mot^  that  Hie  lettw  be  re- 
ferred to  tlie  committee  who  have  this  snl^ect 
under  oonsideraUon.  Qentlemen  wonld  reirf- 
teot,  he  s^d,  that,  on  a  former  oooadon,  when 
an  offence  of  the  same  notnre  was  oommitted, 
a  letter  written  bv  the  offending  membor  vm 
not  only  referred,  bot  waa  al4o  deemed  a  roffl- 
deut  apolt^  to  the  Eonse.  Ee  ^d  not  know 
that  this  wonld  be  the  case  in  the  yrmot  'm- 
stance ;  bot  that  it  might  be^as  evinoed  by 
the  case  to  which  he  allnded.  He  hoped,  Acre- 
fore,  it  vroold  be  referred.    Agreed  to. 

Fb[oi.t,  Febmaiy  9. 
BrecKh  lif  FrMhgt. 
Hr.  Vhtabu  from  the  Oommittee  of  Privi- 
lege^ made  the  following  rq)ort : 

Tha  Committee  ef  PiivUega^  to  wiiom  wia  nftnal 
a  lenlatuHi  on  the  80th  of  Jannaiy,  ehaning  Hit- 
thetr  Lyon  with  dlnrie^  behavior,  wiA  IiMno- 
tiona  to  inqnlm  into  the  whda 
report  the  nune,  with 


Onea^BDlIt 

o^nion  dMfeoo,  to  0* 
veral  witn««Ma  on  o*^ 


of  January,  1798,  the  ti „ 

gaged  Inoonnting  thebaUoti  fbr  Hanagera  of  ttafB* 
peacfamMit  iRainit  WilUam  Bloon^  the  Speaker  iH 
thdr  m 


the  SpM^wu  BiUiigiB 
one  of  the  mamber's  aeata,  next  to  die  bar  cf  tli* 
Hoon,  and  aeteiel  monber*  neat  Um,  of  vfaon  Ht 
Oriiwold  wai  odb. 

Hr.  Lyon  vat  atanding  widioiit  Oe  bar  <f  tte 
Houea,  kwning  on  tiie  aame,  and  hridiz^  a  oonver^- 
tion  with  the  Speaker.  He  qx^  knd  cnou^  to  ba 
heard  by  all  thoae  who  were  near  him,  ai  if  he  immi- 
ed  to  be  beard  by  them.  Tbend^JMit  of  hiac(an<>- 
■alion  waa,  the  cendoot  of&s  B«f(eaentatitta  cf  w 
State  of  Connecticut  (of  whom  Hr.  Oriawold  wu 
'  Bfr.  Lyon  dedarad  Oat  tlw  acted  In  efp^ 
thelntereataaaloplnlonrfnme  tentharfniwr 


n  to  the  Intereataand  opinion 
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fMfle ;  tbmt  tbej  if«>«  tnAing  oOe*^  vhiah  lliey 
van  willl^  to  ■oonpt,  wheChra  ylsldlng  (9,000  or 
|l,00a  Ba  foitfierobwrTsd  tbutbepaoplccfthat 
Snta  wwn  bUndad  or  dwdrad  by  tboM  RepraiMita- 
tina;  Oat  duy  mn  pannitted  to  aaa  bntona  rida  of 
Oe  qnaation  In  poUde^  being  hiUad  Mlaep  by  the 
gpatea  oUch  flie  B«mb«n  trma  that  State  adminla- 
tand  to  tb«m  ;  with  othsr  ezpraaaioni  aqDally  tend- 
iag  to  deragatp  fi«n  At  polmoal  Integri^  of  &■  Bap- 


■ItlBa^  tba  paopla  of  lliat  Stata  were  not  fbnd  of 
RTobBoDoij  principlai,  Iw  oonld  aflbct  a  mvolntioii, 
aod  tan  oat  UM  nvaHrt  RmMatitatirao — Mr.  Giu- 
•old  npliod  to  ttaa*  nmaita,  and,  amongat  othar 
Hnngi^aaid  dut,  "If  fongointoConaaotiont,  jonhad 
Wtttr  «aar  joat  woodea  timri,"  or  woids  to  that 
lAct,  aUiifng  to  Hr.  hjWt  baTing  boen  CMliiaTad 
ie  tba  imj. 

Mr.  Lno  did  Dot  nolioe  the  aUndrai  at  thia  tlnu^ 
iMt  naifaimeJ  dw  oon*Bnatioa  oo  tho  lune  lolyeet 
Ht  G  ii(w«U  then  Mt  b!a  aeat,  and  itood  nazt  to  Mr. 
Ifvn,  leaning  on  the  bar,  being  ontdda  the  ame. 

On  Ifr.  W*o'*  MQ^  ^  nieir  tbe  pei^e  of  Con- 
B<e*ieot  wd,  h>Ting  litad  Mmong  Himn  maoy  nara 
— that  ha  had  fteqnaDt  oooadoo  to  fl^it  them  m  bli 
•n  SMriet,  and  that  he  narer  MU  to  eonriooa 
■km— Mr.  GdawoU  aaked,  if  be  taa^  than  niOi 
Ui  woedau  award,  on  irtuch  Mr,  Ljod  apat  in  hia  faoe. 

Hw  Coamittae  harii^  attenliTelj  ooiuidend  the 
ftrtming  state  of  Uett,  and  havb^  hend  Hi.  Lyoa 
h  hu  drfbnca^  are  of  o^iiloa  that  hla  oaodtut  in  thia 
kaaanetion  waa  h^i^  indeooioDa,  andonwoithj  of 
a  MBbar  of  thia  Boom. 

I  Thaj,  diatafiae,  TeooDUDODd  tba  adoption  of  tbe 
iMofatkn  aatanltted  to  tfcair  eanAleiaHnn  bj  the 
HoiHB,  tnOe  woida  fbDowiDA  M  wtt  i 

"Btmlced,  That  HaHhew Ljoo,  a  member  oT thi* 
BoHe,  ttir  a  Tfalaat  Bttook  and  poa*  IndaoiDOj,  eom- 
oittad  i^nn  tbe  penon  xi  Kogar  QriiwoU,  aaather 
Mhrr.  in  tke  prawaae  of  the  Htyat  irtUle  sittiiig, 
Wlard>b«aord«i]T  bahariar  expelled  therefion.-*^ 


VM  Bteted  in  iU  (till  extent  in  thia  report.  He 
wiabed,  tbeMfbm,  before  the  House  prooeeded 
tn  the  boriBeaB,  th^  would  bcttr  the  evidenoe 


The  Spkazxb  uM,  it  wu  aeeemary  flnt  to 
take  op  tbe  npart  for  e  Moond  reeding. 

Ur.lCAOOM  obaerred  ttiet  tbit  was  a  very 
dafieato  and  ■  Tei7  aeriou  oaaBtion,  as  it  ralated 
to  one  of  the  memben  of  tnat  Hoiue,  and  aa  it 
reipeeted  tbe  Agnity  ef  the  Honae  iteelf.  He 
hoped,  theref<K^  the  report  iroiild  be  printed, 
that  aome  time  would  b«  gtv^i  to  aoMder  it, 
and  that  tbe  Honae  wenld  themeelvee  hear  the 
IT.  Tbe  poniahment  vMdb  the  retort 
d  waa  equal  to  death  iteeU:  Heht^, 
HNTCMre,  it  wowd  not  be  aeted  moa  haatily, 
bat  made  tbe  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

Ifr.  Habfkb  did  not  widk  to  preaa  the  bnil- 
nev  in  an  impn^Mr  manna-,  as  it  waa  ootainly 
of  grest  hnpMlanoe  to  amembw  of  thatHoose, 


it,  he  ahonld  not  oojeot  to  the  motion  proposed 
bj  the  gentleman  from  North  (Wolina. 

Hr.  NioBoue  took  it  forgranlad,  tbid,  when- 
ever this  aniy'ect  came  up,  tbe  Hoaae  woald 
think  it  neoessary  to  go  into  an  examination  of 
tbe  wltneues  ibemselvee,  and  not  relj  npon  tbe 
manner  in  which  their  testimony  hod  atraok 
otbera.  Hethooghtit  would  be  beat,  tjierefore, 
whilst  the  report  was  printing,  to  go  on  in  the 
examination  of  witnesses. 

The  qaestioQ  for  postponing  till  Uonday  wM 
pnt  and  carried. 

Hr.  NioBous  sud,  he  had  no  ol^eotion  to 
wait  for  tbe  printing  of  the  report,  before  the 
HoTue  proceeded  to  examine  tbe  witneesea,  bnt 
he  shonld  not  waive  the  right  of  having  tbem 
re-eiamined  tiefore  the  House. 

UoHSAT,  Febmary  0. 

Ur.  D.  Fonrn  nqxnted  a  bill  for  the  relief  <rf 
OUrer  P<^oek,  whioh  was  oommitted  for  Wed- 
neaday. 

AwmA  OtUrair»*. 

The  foDowing  Message  was  reoeived  bom  tbe 
PBBsiDKirT  o»  TH«  United  Bt  Jltib  : 
Gmtlemm  of  He  Smote,  md 

GmAmtn  of  At  Batut  ^Btproatattntt 

I  haTenoeired  a  letter  fomi  hia  ExooUeD^CbailM 
Ptookney,  En.,  Ooreniar  of  the  State  oF  Sontt 
CaioUna,  dated  the  SSd  October,  179T,  aoalaaing  a 
mimbar  of  depodtlooa  and  witneani  to  Mvoral  cap- 
tine*  and  ontragea  oomndttad  within  and  nau  vta 
limita  of  Oa  United  States,  by  a  Fraoch  privateer 
beloiuclng  to  Cape  Francf^  or  Monte  ChriiW,  called 
the  Veititade  or  FortitDde,  and  commanded  by  a  per- 
aon  of  Aa  name  of  Jvdon  or  Joordafn,  and  pamoa- 
Iwrlynponan  ElnglUtnecohantahip  named  ttwOta- 

ibiaaa,  which  he  8r«t  phmdaied  and  then  bomad, 


itgeot.  leeeivad  Aom  Aa 

Charlettoa,  are  herewith  commimlcatad. 

Vlieoever  tba  channal  <^  diplomatioal  eommmJea- 

Hon  between  tbe  Uoited  Stalea  ud  FnUMM  ihall  ha 

opened,  I  ahaH  demand  aatiAotioD  for  the  Inaolt  and 

TimttOD  fbr  Ae  IqjniT. 
have  Banonltted  ttieae  papen  to  Congien,  not 
•0  mooh  for  the  purpoaa  of  comnnmieatlng  an  aoommt 
tf  ao  daring  a  violaHoQ  of  be  tenitoiy  I?  the  Unhed 
Slala^  as  to  ibow  Om  proprie^  and  naeiMJty  of  en- 
abUng  tbe  Exeenlive  anthority  of  Oorenmirat  to 
take  maaatin*  tat  {aoteeU^  tbe  cWmm  of  the  Uid- 
ted  Stalea  and  mA  fivaJgnera  aa  have  a  light  to  OD- 
JcT  lluiipeaoe,  and  die  ^otecdon  of  tburlawa,  with- 
in Aeir  Itinita,  in  that  a*  well  aa  aome  other  barbon 
whioh  an  eqoally  expand.  JOHN  ADAH3. 

Ukizhd  Sr^na,  Fthnarf  6, 1708. 
This  HesMge,  with  the  doonments  aooompanjr- 
ing  it,  waa  referred  to  the  oommittee  fbr  oond- 
dering  on  proper  meaaarea  fbr  the  proteetim 
anddafoiwe  oCtbe  oonntij. 
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BrtaAnf  PrioUegs. 

Ur.  Skwall  moved  the  Hoom  to  take  ap  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.  WiLUAMB  wished  to  know  whether 
evidenoe  oonld  be  heard  In  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Spiakeb  wd,  the  House  might  anlhor- 
li»  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  hear  evi- 

Mr.  StwAu.  moved  the  report  to  be  oommit- 
ted. If  gentlemen  wished  evidence  to  be  heard 
before  (he  committee,  they  would,  of  oonrse, 
make  an  addition  to  his  motjon.  For  his  own 
part  he  thought  it  uimecessary. 

Ut.  Nicholas  had  no  objection  to  evidence 
being  heard  before  ft  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
except  that  it  might  involve  the  subject  in  some 
embftrrnasment ;  Bs  it  was  posaible  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  might  come  to  a  deci- 
sion which,  according  to  the  constitation,  it 
wonld  Teqaire  two-thirds  of  the  Honse  to  con- 
firm. He  saw  no  reason  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee, except  that  the  Speakbb  would  have  to 
give  his  testimony ;  but  he  did  not  see  why  the 
BPEAESB  might  not  give  hta  testimony  from 
his  seat^  as  well  as  from  any  other  place.  By 
going  into  a  committee,  the  subject  wonld  take 
np  a  longer  time  than  it  otherwise  wonld  do,  as 
they  should  have  twice  to  go  over  the  same 
gronnd. 

Mr,  R,  WnxiiHB  was  in  ftvor  of  bearing  the 
evidence  before  the  committee. 

Ur.  Tbatoqeb  was  not  of  opinion,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Tirginia,  that  this  matter  should 
be  ma  overaseoon  asposfflble.  Hethonght  itof 
inSoite  importance,  as  it  respected  tLe  dignity 
of  the  House  and  the  people  at  large,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  go  throogu  every  fwm  of  the 
House. 

The  qneation  for  a  oooimitinent  was  pnt  and 
carried,  and  it  was  made  the  order  for  this 
day. 

Ur.  Ni0B0i.4e  then  moved  that  the  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  be  anthoriied  to  examine  tes- 
timony, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  npon 
the  question ;  which  being  agreed  npon,  tney 
were  taken,  and,  so  little  opposition  was  there 
to  this  mode  of  proceeding  that  the  question 
was  carried,  88  to  4.  The  n^^tives  were  Uessra, 
GoBDOH,  SawiLL,  SiTouBAvBs,  and  Thaxohrs. 

Ur.  B.  FosTBS  mored  that  the  committee 
should  tie  authorized  to  report  the  whole  of  the 
evidence,  as  he  thought  it  was  important  it 
ahonld  he  entered  upon  the  jonmals.     Carried. 

The  Honse  tlien  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dbbt  in  the  ohur,  on 
this  subject. 

Ur.  TsATosBB  said  It  wonld  be  necessary  that 
a  Judge  shonld  attend  to  administer  an  oath  to 
the  members  who  shonld  be  called  npon  to  give 
Uieir  testimony. 

The  CnuBiiAii'  informed  the  committee  tiiat 
the  Jndge  of  the  District  Conrt  was  in  the 
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[ToaiiuT,  ins. 

Judge  PsntBS  waa  aooordingly  cslled  npoo. 

Ur,  Rdtlxdoi  denired  an  oath  might  be  ad- 
ministered to  the  Sfsiker,  Uessrs.  S.  8inm 
BsooEB,  HosHER,  Corr,  Dani,  Goodhiok,  ana 
Champlis;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Ur.  RcTLXDOE  said,  if  there  should  be  occn- 
sion,  he  should  also  call  upon  Judge  Cmpui^ 
a  Stmator  from  Vermont,  as  an  evidence. 

Ur.  Chifiuit  was,  towards  the  close  of  the 
sitting,  also  swom. 

Some  conversation  took  place  ai  to  Hie  best 
mode  of  taUnx  the  evidaice,  whether,  as  it  wu 
to  be  reported  to  the  Honae,  It  shoold  be  r«- 
odved  from  the  witnaaees  in  writinf;,  leaving 
them  to  be  questioned  afterwards  by  the  mem- 
bers of  tbe  committee^  or  whether  it  should  be 
Elven  cieo  wee,  delilierately,  and  taken  3own 
y  the  Clerk.  The  latter  mode  was  at  length 
adopted,  and  the  8fiak£b  proceeded  to  give 
his  testimony. 

[Taking  tha  tertimony  in  this  casa^  and  dnMoM 
upon  It,  Dooopied  the  Hoom  nMfl  die  ISth  ef  F*bn>> 
aiy,  iriMD,  a  motiim  having  been  mada  to  ammd  Iba 
renlndoD  of  •xpni^on,  by  mbstitTitiiig  a  nprimaod, 
a  vote  waa  taken  on  dial  quaitiati,  and  iiegatiT«d— 
SSto44.  Tbe  ntv  waa  then  taken  on  tbamanlitica 
of  axpuliion,  and  stood  yeaa  63,  nayi  14.  Tbe  am- 
■titntion  reqniring  tiro-thiidi  of  the  memben  preMot 


eland  by  the  Speaker  to  be  not  oi 
lowing  were  the  yeaa  and  nayi :] 

«  Baar,  >.,  Bailey 

Inxdu,  St^diMi  BoUoek,  Chiiittfliat 
Q.  GluimfJin,  John  fThawnati,  Jams*  Oodiiaa, 
Jodma  Coit,  WilUam  Cr^^S^nl  W.  Dan,  ThooM 
T.  Dmviii,  J(dmDeiiaia,OMirgsDent,TboBa*£nB^ 
Aluel  FoMer,  Dwigbt  Forter,  JooKOiaD  Fnemaa, 
Hemy  Glum,  Cbaimoey  Ooodiioh,  William  G<s4(«i, 
William  Bany  Grcm,  Kobert  Goodloa  Eaipo, 
TboniBA  Hartley,  WDIiun  tjinilTn^n,  Darid  Hofaon, 
Heiekiab  L.  Hoemor,  Jsmea  H.  Imlvy,  JiJui  Wilkn 
Kitlem,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Madlir,  WitUul 
UattiiewB,  Daniel  Horgan,  Lewis  K.  If  eni^  Hwtf- 
HKi  6.  Otii,  leaao  Parker,  Joslah  Potkar,  Jotm 
Read.  John  Ratlodge,  jr.,  Jamea  SchDnmaa,  Saanel 
Sewail,  Wm.  Sbepiuil,  Tboa.  Knnkksm,  Sanoel  Sii- 
greavea,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Pdeg  Spnwva,  Qtaff 
Thatober,  Bkbard  Thomas,  Hark  Thumpeon,  TbomM 
TilliDghai^  John  E.  Van  AUeo,  and  Peleg  Wid*- 

Nats.— Abnbam  Baldwin,  Da-rid  Bard,  Lemntl 
Bentoti,  Thomas  Blonot,  Bicjiard  Bren^  KBthui 
Bryan,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Thomaa  Claiborne,  TToi, 
Cbariea  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  rkf> 
too,  John  Dawson,  Loeas  Etmendoiph,  Wm.  FlDiiUj, 
John  Fowler,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun.,  Albert  Odla- 
tin,  iraUam  R  Oilea,  Jamet  Qil]eB[de,  Andrew  Gieac, 
John  A.  Hanoa,  Caittr  B.  Harrtam,  Jooatkas  N. 
Havens,  Waller  Jonea,  Edw.  Uvin^tcai,  Hattba* 
Looke,  Nathamel  Haeeo,  Blair  IdoClanaclMii,  J«*M> 
McDowell,  John  IfilledKe,  Anthony  New,  Jobi 
Nicholas,  Tbompion  J.  Suaner,  SasDoel  Smith,  Kll- 
liam  Smith,  Riobani  SptiiK  jun.i  Richard  Stanftra, 
Thomas  Sumter,  Abtom^igg,  J(dm  Trigg,  Ptiilip 
Van  Corllandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Ves- 
able,  and  Eobart  WUliuos. 
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WBiHraHDi.T,  Febnurj  14. 
Qwttm'  Mmioriat. 

Kr.  STTaKZATxs  moved  tha  order  of  the  day 
IB  the  report  of  a  select  comratct«e  on  the  me- 
BOrialof  the  people  called  Qnokers;  which  mo- 
tkn  being  agreed  to,  the  Hotue  went  into  a 
Oamnuttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Dan  in  the  cliair.  The  report  baTing  been 
mi  M  foDowB : 

"Th*^  hMTWifV  M  the  uid  memorial  and  sd- 
diBM  pmsnta,  in  gamnl  tanni  on);,  oertaia  nbjecta 
laAa  eoaaien&m  of  the  Legulatart,  nithont  ood- 
tA^  aaj  definite  state  of  faeta^  or  ai^  apedfie  ap- 
pGeatuD  br  ita  inleipoiltion,  the  memoiiallita  wen 
danad  to  ezhltut  a  paiticiilar  new  of  the  grier»ncm 
rf  wUdb  tbejr  oomplainad,  in  order  that  ttie  aMaotion 
tflbaHooaBmlgfat  badfeectedtapreciiaolgaoti,  and 
thtt  it  might  be  better  ditccTned  whether  Oia  oom- 
llaiata  of  the  mcmorialiAt  were  of  a  nature  to  jasHfj 


plaintaof  tl 
tapdative 


"That,!! 
nalBta  laid  bdine 
and  doconWDta  which  accompany  thit  report  l 

"^lat,  on  (he  inljeGt  of  thu  npreseotatioii,  6m 
iii^iialiila  were  iiiTii«d  to  oonhr  with  the  com- 
nitMa,aDd  were  ■oUdledtoniggeBtthereniedj'i^ch 
the;  coDCeireil  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  Congrea  to 
wpifHj  to  Ae  cale,  ai  italcd  b?  them  : 

"  That  the  committee,  liter  aemal  eoDfemicea 
witfc  the  memmialijta,  and  an  attentire  oondderation 
of  the  nlgBct,  are  Teij  dearly  of  oidnion  tliU  the 
iaeti  diaoloaed  in  the  aaid  represent^on  an  exda- 
nelf  of  juUdal  cxigiiiiaiice ;  aodthatit  itnotoan- 
p^ent  to  the  LegiilatiTa  anthori^  of  C<mgraa  to  do 
•■7  act  in  relation  to  the  matter  thereof : 

**  WbereAre  tha  ccHiimittee  reooinmeiid  the  foDow- 


Ur.  TBatohxb  oonld  not  b&j  that  he  was  per- 
ftetW  lati^ed  with  the  reportof  the  committee 
■B  aU  ita  pArte,  He  wiehed  llie  bosiiiees  dia- 
poaed  of  without  omniog  to  aaj  dedsive  reeola- 
tkw  upon  i^  ao  as  either  to  approve  or  disap- 
prore  of  h.  He  was  not  ready  to  sa;  ihaX  the 
ilea  diadoeed  in  that  memorial  were  exolnsivelj 
of  Jndida]  eognizanec^  and  that  the  LegSsiatnre 
of  the  Union  was  incompetent  to  do  any  thing 
in  it  It  migjit,  however,  be  tme,  bnt  it  was 
BoC  dear  to  him.  He  would  rather  that  the 
nhfect  ahonld  not  now  be  acted  upon:  be 
wooU,  therefore,  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
nport,  whirfi  mignt  ccaidndethe  bnsineM  with- 
ovt  rtmjjig  to  any  reaolation  npon  it,  wMoh  had 
beca  ibe  eonrse  heretofore  taken  with  similar 
appIieBtions.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  strike 
<Mtt  the  reKdntion  giving  the  petitiouerB  leave 
to  wiUtdrsw  tikeir  petiUoD, ;  and  if  bis  motion 
va*  agreed  to,  he  aboold  wish  the  committee  to 
risa,  vtd  that  the  Eoose  would  not  act  fiuther 
qMnit  at  prcMnt 

Mr.  RoixBMB  Mid,  he,  as  well  as  the  sentle- 
ma  from  Maawchoaetta,  was  dissatisfled  with 
tbe  npoT%  of  the  select  committee.  He  thought 
the  report  ongbt  to  have  stated  that  the  peace 
fd  eertain  Statu  in  the  Union  had  been  mndi 
diatnrbed  by  applications  of  this  kind.    He  had 
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prepared  a  reetdotion  to  this  efiect,  which  he 
wonld  read  in  his  place.    It  von  as  follows : 

"Rentted,  That  part  of  the  memorial  oE  tlia 
people  called  Qiiaken  haa  a  tendenej  to  diatnib  the 
tnnqnillity  rf  urns  of  the  States  of  ttie  Union;  that 
thia  Hoiue  ii  not  competent  to  act  npon  1^  and 
tberefon  they  liara  leave  to  withdraw  thair  memo- 
rial." 

There  could  be  little  diSbrenoe  of  opinion  on 
the  BSiertJon  that  the  Internal  Owiquillity  (rf 
several  Btatee  had  been  distnrbed  by  these  appli- 
cations; and  he  believed  there  wonld  be  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  nmjority  of  the  Honse 
to  declare  it ;  as,  if  the  Representadvee  of  three 
or  four  States  were  to  rise  and  declare  the  ftct, 
it  must  have  sufficient  weight  to  carry  a  decla- 
ration of  this  kind.  He  had,  however,  men- 
tioned the  matter  to  some  of  his  friends,  and 
foondit  was  not  very  agreeabte  to  them,  as 
they  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  bnsinees  without 
detote.  Bnt  if  the  present  motion  were  to  ob- 
tun,  he  aboold  afterwards  bring  forward  thia 
reeolntion. 

The  Ohubiub  dedved  the  molJon  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massaohnsetts  ont  of  order. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  as  reputed, 
was  put  and  carried,  there  being  71  votes  in 
the  afflrmatiTe,  The  committee  thea  rose,  and 
the  Honae  ooncorred  in  the  report 

THnBSni.T,  Febmary  IS. 
Ihieaiin  tht  Bove. 
[About  a  quarter  past  eleven  o'clock,  aft«r 
prayers,  whilst  the  Bpb&kib  was  in  his  chair, 
and  many  members  in  their  plaoes,  bnt  before 
the  Honae  had  been  called  to  order,  and  before 
the  jonmal  had  been  read,  Ur.  Gbiswold  en- 
tered tlie  Honae,  and  observing  Ur.  Lton  in  hta 
plaae(Tho  was  writing  he  went  up  to  him  with 
a  pretty  strong  wallring  stick  in  hJs  hand,  with 
which  be  immediately  began  to  beat  him  with 
ereat  violence.  Ur.  G.'e  approach  was  obeerved 
by  Mr.  Ltos,  but  before  he  oon]d  g^  from  be- 
hind his  desk  he  had  received  some  severe  blows. 
As  soon  as  he  got  on  the  floor  of  the  Honse  he 
endeavored  to  lay  hold  of  Ur.  O.  (having  no 
stick  or  weapon  m  his  hand)  but  he  was  pre- 
vented from  aoing  so  by  Ur.  G.'s  falling  Iwok, 
and  the  eontinnal  dIows  with  which  he  was  as- 
s^ed.  At  length  gettingbehind  the  B^eakbb's 
chur,  Vr.  L.  snatched  up  the  tongs  from  die 
fire ;  the  combatants  then  dosed  and  oome 
down  tt^^ber  upon  the  floor,  Ur.  6.  being 
uppermost.  The  members  in  the  Eonse,  who 
till  now  seemed  to  look  on  with  amazement  at 
the  scene,  without  an  attempt  to  pnt'an  end  to 
it,  got  round  the  partiee,  and  separated  them, 
but  not  before  Ur.  L.  had  aimed  a  blow  at  Ur. 
O.'a  head  with  the  tongs,  but  which  he  parried 
o£  The  Bpbaeib  was  now  called  npon  to  de- 
sire the  members  to  take  their  seats  and  fbrm 
the  House.  Whilst  this  was  doing,  the  two  en- 
raged members  met  agtun  without  the  bar,  and, 
but  for  the  doorkeeper  and  some  gentlemen 
preeent,  woidd   have  renewed  the   oombat. 
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Order  baving  b«en  obtdned  (at  least  as  macJi 
as  it  was  poanble  to  obtain  from  the  agi- 
tated Btate  of  the  House)  the  Oierk  proceeded 
to  read  the  jonmsl,  and  Uie  bn^ness  of  the  daj 
was  entered  upon.  It  continued  till  one  o'clock, 
when  from  the  pertnrbation  which  wm  natn- 
rally  occasioned  by  snch  a  scene,  and  it  being 
evident  that  bnaness  was  very  little  attended  to 
byagreat  partoftheHorise,  a  motion  for  an  ad- 
jonrnment  was  made  and  carried.  It  will  be 
seen  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  proceeding 
in  the  coarse  of  the  sitting.] 

FBiDi.T,  Febrnary  16. 
Catt  qf  Oritwold  and  Lyon. 
Immediately  upon  the  Journals  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Datib,  of  Kentocky,  rose  and  proposed 
the  following  resolntioQ  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Hoose: 

"JUtelBed,    Thrt  ^topf  Griiwold  and  Matthew 
I^on,  memben  of  this  Bonie,  A>r  violent  and  dis- 
oiilsily  behaiioc  oommitted  in  the  Hoiua,  be 
pell«d  dMie&onL" 

Ur.  NioaouB  hoped  the  reeolntion  wotild  be 
permitted  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Vt.  li£vA  saw  no  reason  for  delaying  a  deoia- 
ion  upon  this  resolotion.  He  thonght  the  oon- 
dnct  of  these  gentlemen  had  been  so  grossly 
violent,  and  so  aotorioos  to  most  of  the  mem- 
bwa  of  the  Hoose,  that  there  need  be  no  beslta- 
tion  in  deciding  upon  it.  If  gentlemen  wished, 
however,  to  take  the  same  oooTBe  which  had 
been  adopted  on  a  former  ocoaaon,  he  shonld 
not  ot)jeot  to  it,  thongh  he  thonght  it  nnneoes- 
ury.  It  was  needless,  now  to  say  any  thing  as 
to  the  neoeamty  of  preserving  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  that  House ;  enough  had  already  been 
said,  and  he  thonght  pertinently  add,  on  a 
former  oooasion  on  this  snbjeot.  And  as  he  be- 
lieved neither  the  digmty,  the  honor,  or  peace 
of  that  Honse  ooiUd  be  preeerved  whilst  these 
members  remained  in  it,  he  hoped  the  House 
wonld  be  nnanimons  in  voting  their  expnl^on. 
Mr.  TbA-tobxh  did  not  see  why  the  innocent 
flhonld  be  pnidshed  with  the  gnilty.  The  gentle- 
man who  brongbt  forward  &is  proposition,  he 
aapposed,  did  not  wish  this,  Frtnn  what  he  saw 
of  tbe  affray,  he  did  not  think  Ifr.  Lxoh  de- 
served to  be  pnniabed  for  the  part  he  acted. 
He  certainly  received  a  severe  beating,  bot 
he  appeared  to  be  passive  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end-;  and  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Lton  onght 
to  be  -expelled  beoaose  he  waa  beaten.  As  to 
any  investigation  of  what  hqjpened  yesterday, 
be  did  sot  think  it  neoeasary,  as  meet  of  the 
members  of  that  Hoose  were  eye-witnessce  to 
the  fact.  Bvt  the  gentleman  said  there  wonld 
be  no  peace  nntU  these  members  were  expelled. 
He  did  not  knew  from  what  he  drew  his  oon- 
olo^ons.  What  was  done  yesterday  was  done 
before  the  Honse  was  in  sesdon ;  and  it  bad  al- 
ready been  detmmined  that  acts  of  violence 
committed  withoot  the  bar,  doring  a  eeenon  of 
theHgnae,  areuotoanaeaoifexpolwwi.    Hedid 
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not  know,  therefore,  how  gentlemen  woald  snp- 
port  the  doctrine  that  a  member  onght  to  be 
expelled  for  an  act  of  violence  done  before  the 
Honae  was  in  session.  It  mig^t  be  neccsBarr. 
however,  to  inveetigato  other  &cts  oonnecled 
ith  these. 

Mr.  J.  Pakkxb  seconded  the  motion  for  tbe 
expulsion  of  these  members,  becaose  he  believed 
thero  would  be  no  peace  in  tbe  Honse  nntil  th^ 
were  expelled.  He  was  sorry  the  gentleman 
from  Massachnaetta  shonld  have  said  he  saw 
nothing  but  what  was  paadve  on  the  part  rf 
Mr.  Lxoir.  He  himself  saw  more,  and  that 
gentlenmn  mnst  have  seen  it  if  he  had  his  eyes 
about  him.  He  said,  that  after  the  offending 
members  had  been  separated  Mr.  Ltoh  met  Mr. 
Ghiswou>  without  the  bar  of  the  House  and 
began  to  belabor  hiifl  with  his  cane,  when  they 
were  again  separated.  The  attack  of  yesteiday, 
Mr.  P.  aaid.  at  a  time  when  the  Hoose  ou^tto 
have  been  In  session  tliough  it  had  not  come  to 
order,  would  fix  an  indelible  stain  npon  it;  and 
if  these  members  were  not  expelled,  no  membw 
could  con^der  himself  as  safe  in  his  seat.  Budi 
a  transaction  would  certaialj  lower  that  Hoose 
in  the  estimation  of  their  constituents.  He  bad 
even  heard  this  morning,  aa  be  came  to  the 
TTftlT,  persona  in  the  atreet  call  out,  "There  ia 
nothing  to  do  in  Congresa  to-day— there's  no 
fighting  going  on  I"  In  order  toget  rid  of  Iheas 
reproaches,  he  hoped  all  parties  wonld  unite  in 
expelling  theee  membere,  If  their  oonstitnenti 
chose  to  send  them  back,  he  hoped  no  membw 
would  assodate  with  or  take  notice  of  theiR 
And  if  a  vote  of  expulsion  ahonld  be  agreed 
upon,  he  would  afterwards  move  to  eiponge 
from  the  joomals  all  the  entries  relative  lo 
these  diEfp-acefbl  proceedings. 

Mr.  NioHOiAs  wished  the  motion  to  Be  opoo 
the  table  for  the  present,  becaose  he  was^  w* 
himself  prepared  to  decide  npon  the  snlject; 
he  wished,  also,  that  whenever  the  motion  *■ 
taken  np,  gentiemen  might  oome  with  liar 
minds  determined  npon  it,  so  that  a  long  deb^ 
might  not  be  neceseary.  He  therefore  moved 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  reaolotiMi 
to  Monday. 

Mr.  GoBDOH  widied  to  know  what  part  of  tM 
resolution  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wasnc* 
ready  to  actnponi  ,  „  j 

Mr.  NioHoiAB  did  not  understand  the  ontiM 
the  gentieman's  qnesUon.  If  he  meant  lo  «* 
whether  he  (Mr.  N.)  disapproved  of  tiie  vott 
which  he  had  already  given,  he  wonld  ans*" 
him  he  did  ru>t.  , 

Mr.  J.  WiLUiia  said  he  ahonld  approvew 
the  motion  for  postponement,  if  it  »«*?•* 
for  to-morrow,  instead  of  Monday;  MO  "• 
hoped  the  business  wonld  not  only  be  takM  "P 
to-morrow,  bnt  be  oondndad  before  tiiej  row. 
He  had  sat  with  great  patienoe  during  tbeUM 
debate,  but  he  shonld  be  opposed  to  m^^ 
any  fbrther  lengthy  proceedings  on  •<>  *l»»g*;; 
able  a  suyect,  which  wonld  prevent  them  &«« 
doing  the  bnwneia  ct  the  nation,  fat  wbicti  u»j 
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Ur.  KicHoLU  had  no  oljjection  to  make  the 
qoMtion  the  order  for  to-morrov,  if  the  Hooae 

ZUC. 

Mr.  ToiTOHEB  ohserred,  that  he  had  before 
nd  that  he  had  seen  Dothiog  on  the  part  of  Ur. 
Ltoe,  in  the  affiraj  of  yeeterdaj,  wliioh  ought 
b  soMect  him  to  BipnlBiou ;  bat  the  gentlemsa 
from  Virgmia  (Mr.  Pakzxb)  aaid,  that  if  he  (Ur. 
T.)  had  bad  his  ejee  aboat  him,  he  might  have 


ntifWimrT.  as  all  he 

&red  much,  vithont  aoj  offence  on  his  part. 

Ha  thon^)^  therefore,  th^,  bnsineea  shooid  be 

gone  into,  M  on  «  former  oocarion,  and  that  they 

oogtrt  to  examine  the  sotgeotwith  candor,  and 

thai  ther  ebonld  donhtleBB  dedde  upon  it  with 

proprietf. 

Utr.  BnoBUTXB  waa  agdnrt  the  poatpona- 
mHkt,  in  order  that  a  different  oourge  might  be 
Ukea.  He  knew  nothing  in  thia  oaae  wliioh 
distingniflhed  it  from  a  late  case,  and  therefore 
eoold  not  see  wh;  the  aame  course  ought  not 
to  be  porBoed  aawas  then  porBiied.  He  should 
therefore  vote  against  a  postponement,  in  order 
that  the  reaolntioD  might  be  referred  to  the 
Comnuttee  of  Pririlegee. 

Mr.  Hakpks  inqairad  whether  each  a  motion 
would  not  snpenede  a  motion  for  poatpone- 

llie  Spuxkk  said,  it  wonld.  . 

Mr.  Hasfkb  then  made  the  motion. 

Ur.  QuxA-vtuc  aaked  whether  he  understood 
the  SfVAKKK  rightJr,  that  a  motion  for  a  refer- 
ence to  a  committee  superseded  a  motion  for 


The  Snucn  aaid.  it  did. 

Ur.  KiOBOLAB  asked  whether  it  wonld  not 
tten  be  in  order  to  postpone  the  oontideraUim 
ofthesntgectf 

TheSFEAKXB  answwed,  it  would. 

Hr.  NiOBOtu  renewed  the  motion  fbr  a  poet- 
loncment  till  to-morrow. 

Ur.  Haifkb,  believing  that  it  wonld  be  prop- 
er lo  n&r  thia  reaidntion  to  a  oommictee,  aa  be- 
fine,  eapeciallT'  aa  some  of  the  bets  did  not  pass 
within  tLe  view  of  the  Honse,  he  ahonld  Tote 
■gainst  the  pos^ionranent — not  because  he 
vielied  to  avoid  a  vote  on  the  qaeation ;  for,  if 
it  dtoold  be  the  opinion  of  the  Honse  that  it 
(Mght  not  to  go  to  a  oonmiittee,  he  was  perfectly 
ready  to  give  a  vote  npon  the  qaestion ;  bat  he 
thoog^t  it  better  that  the  In^eea  should  have 
dds  ootuM.  With  respect  to  any  diaoossion 
ag  necessary  npon  this  snbject, 
^  think  it  neoeesan-  to  m^e  s( 
»moa  it,  when  the  qneetion 
the  Honie  tor  deciuon  ;  for,  though 
gentlemen  might  be  endned  with  the  happj 
&ralty  <rf  dmng  every  thing  in  an  Instant,  he 
MMldnot  bo«8tof  posMsringthatfaoDlty.  Bat, 
mn  if  he  were  not  deairooa  of  diaonsaiou  foi 
his  own  infiomatiioD,  ti*  wished  it  for  the  infor- 


mation of  the  pabUo ;  and,  notwithstanding  all 
that  the  Hoose  had  heard  about  a  waste  of  pnb- 
lio  money  and  public  time^  he  believed  they 
should  beat  serve  the  public  by  soaring  the 
hnuneea  to  take  the  oaoal  ooone. 

The  motion  for  a  poe^Kmement  was  put  and 
legatired. 

Mr.  BrroBBAVXB  then  moved  that  the  resoln- 
tioD  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privilego& 

Ur.  Hakpbb  moved  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  nt  during  the  fteanon  of  the  House. 

Ur.  Tratohek  thought,  as  it  was  probable  a 
nomber  of  members  might  be  vraoied  to  ^vo 
evidence,  the  House  had  better  adjourn,  as  ona 
former  ocoasion,  as  it  wonld  not  he  proper  to 
go  on  with  bnsiDees  when  so  many  membera 
were  absent 

Mr.  T.  OunoBNs  hoped  leave  wonld  not  he  . 
granted  fbr  the  committee  to  mt  immediately. 
He  wished  them  coolly  to  deliberate  npon  the 
business,  which  they  ooold  scarcely  be  expected 
to  do,  when  their  psseioDB  were  so  strongly 
affected  aa  they  most  be  at  present. 

The  qneetion  for  leave  to  sit  daring  the  sea- 

)n  was  put  and  carried — 46  to  86. 

Ur.  Hi^pEB  moved  that  the  committee  be  in- 
Btmcted  to  report  to  the  Hoose  the  evidence  iu 
writing,  upon  which  they  shall  foimd  their  report. 

Ur.  KtTRBA  thought  the  &cta  were  so  noto- 
rions  that  there  waa  no  nece^ity  for  this  in- 


Ur,  Habpzb  B^d  if  hla  fKend  from  Pennsyl- 

mia  oonld  say  that  every  body  would  be  satts> 
fled  with  the  report  of  uie  committee  without 
the  evidence,  he  wonld  not  insist  upon  this  mo- 
tion. But  if  the  evidence  Vas  not  reported, 
how  could  he  say  that  all  the  witnesses  misht 
not  again  be  called  before  Hie  ^ouse  I  Itwashia 
wiah  to  prevent  this. 

Mr.  J.  WiujAMB  said  there  was  a  oonnder- 
able  difference  between  this  transaction  and  th« 
one  lately  under  cousidemtion.  He  thought  in 
thia  case  it  would  probably  save  mnoh  tronbla 
to  report  the  evidence. 

Ur.  BnooxB  said  it  must  be  reocUected  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tlrg^ia  waa  not  satisfied 
with  the  former  report  He  wished  to  hear  the 
witneeaeBthamselves;  and  if  the  evidence  was  to 
be  reported,  he  did  not  sappose  it  would  be  sat- 
isfactory. 

Ur.  NioHOLU  seconded  the  motion,  beoanse 
it  would  he  likely  to  shorten  the  bwdneas;  bat 
H  when  the  testimony  a  "  "  -  .-> 
there  was  any  obsouri^  ii 
neoeesarv  to  ask  the  witnec 
of  elncidation,  as  every  nun  who  waa  o 
npon  aa  a  Judge,  ahonld  be  in  full  possesaion  tit 
every  fact  relative  to  the  aulject. 

Ur.  Bnooxa  aaii  the  gentieman  who  had  Jnat 
sat  down,  would  have  no  difficulty  in  pointing 
obscurity,  in  order  to  ftaniish  an  ^mI- 


wonld  prevent  the  necessity  of  hearing  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  Houses  he  shoold  not  ol^eot  to  it; 
bat  he  believed  tUs  would  not  be  the  case, 
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Mr.  Vbnabli  was  before  of  opinion  that  it 
woald  have  been  beet  for  vitnessee  to  baTS  de- 
hvered  their  evidence  in  writing.  He  hoped 
that  coarae  would  now  be  taken,  and  then  there 
wonld  be  no  diffloult;  in  reporting  it  to  the 
House ;  and  if  it  Bhoiild  be  foond  neoewaiy,  in 
order  to  elucidate  anj  part  of  it,  to  pnt  aaj 
questions  to  the  witneasee  in  the  House,  the 
busineas  would  be  greatly  facilitated  and  ehort- 
ened  by  the  evidence  being  reported, 

Theqi     ■■  *      ' 

Mr.  { 

DOoesaary  to  be  done  in  respeet  ta  the  nnfortU' 
nate  buBiness,  which  had  already  engaged  the 
Attention  of  the  House.  Frtun  what  had  hap- 
pened in  the  view  of  tbe  Houae,  it  appears  that 
the  partiee  are  In  the  habit  of  oonfiicting  with 
each  other ;  and  ezo^  they  are  reatzained  by 
Eome  anthority  which  ahall  be  snfficieatly  im- 
poung  upon  them,  fiirther  violence  may  m  ex- 
pected. In  order,  therefore,  to  secure  this 
House  &om  Aitore  riolationB  of  Ita  dignity  and 
order,  he  proposed  the  following  reeolotion  for 
Adoption: 

"  JIusImJ,  That  Soger  Oiinrold  and  Matthew  Lyon, 
menbecs  of  thii  Hona,  be  K^wettvel^  reqnirad  'bj 
tbaSrsucnt  to^ad^  theirwnditadiuHoiue,  that 
they  will  not  oonmit  any  act  of  violMice  upMi  each 
otbei  daring  thi»  hsuod  ;  and  that  if  nthsr  nTuB 
to  Duke  nieh  anngemints,  the  party  leAulng  dull 
bi  committed  to  the  onrtody  of  tlia  Seigeant-at-armi, 
until  he  ihall  comply  with  thii  obligation." 

Ur.  Skwau.  nnderstood  a  motion  had  been 
agreed  to  in  relation  to  tbe  affair  of  yesterday, 
which  might  produce  an  ezpnision  of  the  raem- 
here  in  qneattoo.  He  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter, therefore,  to  alter  the  wording  of  the  reeo- 
lotion, and  instead  of  "dnring  this  seBsion,"  say 
"  daring  the  oontinnanoe  of  the  examination  of 
tlte  boamew  before  the  House." 

Vx.  SmBEavu  did  not  think  any  alterations 
were  neoeasary.  An  expnhdon  of  the  membere 
WBB  a  poflsible,  bnt  not  a  necessary  resnlt.  tf  an 
expulsion  doee  not  take  place,  the  resolution 
will  remain  in  operation  for  the  remainder  of 
the  sesnon,  which  would  be  proper;  and,  if  an 
axpolsion  took  place,  its  operation  would  foil 
ofeonrse. 

•Ur.  J.  Wnuua  thought  it  beat  to  pass  the 
resolution  as  it  stood.  If  a  similar  resolntion  had 
beau  entered  into  onaformer  occasion,  it  w^uld 
probably  hare  p^vented  what  had  now  taken 
place. 

ICr.  R,  WnjjAifB  called  fiv  the  reading  of  the 
resolntion  which  waa  passed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. [It  was  read.  It  stated  "that  any  per- 
sonal contMt  between  the  members,  before  tbe 
Honse  had  eome  to  a  dedrion  upon  the  bun- 
nesa.  would  be  oonridered  as  a  high  breach  of 
privil^ee,"]  Ur.  W.  thought  this  reeolution 
wentu&raathe  Houae  bad  arighctogo.  The 
resolntion  propoeed  by  the  gentleman  fi-om 
UaassobnsetlB,  went  bulher,  he  thought,  than 
they  had  power  to  go.  It  went  to  imprison  one 
or  both  tit  the  parties,  if  be  or  they  refused  to 
oom^y  with  the  reqneat  of  the  Hoose.    He  had 


hia  donbts  whether  that  Honse  had  tbe  ODrutt- 
tutional  power  to  imprison  a  man  for  a  crime,  aa 
the  law  onlv  would  do  this.  He  thought  a  reso- 
lntion, similar  to  that  adopted  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, would  be  sufficient  at  present;  and  if  the 
mover  did  not  think  proper  so  to  alter  it,  he  would 
himself  move  an  smenduient  for  this  purpose. 

Ur.  One  flattered  himself  that  his  object 
would  have  met  with  the  ooncnrrence  of  all  iid«> 
of  tbe  House,  believing  that  all  wished  topre- 
vent  future  violations  of  order  and  peace.  With 
reepect  to  tbe  doubts  of  tbe  gentleman  fioTii 
North  Oarolina,  hla  politics  seemed  to  he  alto- 
gether a  ^tem  of  doviU.  If  this  system  wsa 
common,  it  would  be  extremely  difflcalt  to  pro- 
gress with  business  at  all.  He  believed,  on  ths 
present  ocoaaion,  these  doobta  were  groundless. 
When  an  aot  of  violence  was  done  in  the  view 
of  the  members  of  the  House,  they  had  cotainl; 
the  power  to  obtain  some  seourity  against  a  re- 
petition of  such  violence.  If  this  was  not  Am*, 
tbe  presumption  was,  the  budaen  of  the  sesiiin 
might  be  oontinnally  interrupted ;  and  bad  t)»ey 
not  the  right  of  securing  the  peaoefol  eierciw 
of  their  legislative  functions  for  tbe  remainder 
of  the  session  t  He  thought  this  oooldaotbs 
seriously  doubted.  With  respect  to  the  (bnner 
resolntion,  if  he  had  been  in  his  plaoe,  he  ihoDld 
have  suggested  ita  impropriety ;  for,  by  it,  it 
seemed  to  be  implied  th^  after  the  qaesmii 
decided,  thongfa  they  could  not  do  it  before^ 

members  in  question  wonld  be  at  hbcftj  to 

commit  any  act  of  violence  they  pleased  npoo 
each  other.  They  had  seen  the  oonsequenae.  H« 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Honse  wonld  restiun  these 
gentlemen  in  such  a  manner  as  that  it  may  not 
be  in  their  power  again  to  interrupt  their  pro- 
oeedings. 

The  qnestdon  was  then  taken  on  the  result- 

on^ana  carried  by  a  lai^  mqjority,  there  be- 

g  78  votes  in  fovor  of  it 

The  Spukxr  asked,  whether  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Honse  that  the  Sergeant-at-anus 
dionld  l>e  sent  for  Ur.  Lroir  I 

Mr.  SrraEiaTES  said  it  migh^  not  be  Knve- 
nient  for  Ur,  Iron  to  attend  the  Bouse;  he 
asked  whether  the  reaolntion  might  not  be  ■sot 
to  him,  and  hia  answer  be  reoMved  in  writingt 

Ur.  NioHous  snpposed,  that  if  both  get 
tlemen  prepared  a  declaration  in  writing,  ud 
presented  it  to-morrow,  it  wonld  answer  the 

IbTHavKB  replied,  tbe  mlschiefintoided  tob« 
guarded  agdnst  might  in  the  mean  time  bsdoee 

Ur.  Qalutik  said,  he  bad  jost  been  aM 
ont  by  a  member  of  the  Hoose^  who  had  aikjo 
bim  whether  be  thoi^t  It  wonld  be  pni>er  m 
Ur.  Ltok  to  attend  &a  Hotue.  He  sapp»s«> 
therefore,  if  the  8ergeant-at-arms  was  s«ut  w 
him,  he  would  immediately  attend. 

Ur.  Habpm  hoped  the  Sergeant*!*™* 
would  bo  sent,  —  v  i_) 

The  Bnuxu  said,  as  soon  as  the  Oierk  asa 
made  a  copy  of  the  reaolntion,  the  8e^eaiil-«t- 
arms  wonld  writ  upon  Ur,  Liov  with  A 

Ur.  Ltoi  having  entwed, 
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Th«  Spkakxb  Boid,  the  memben  fW)m  Ver- 
mont  tnd    Connectioiit    being  now  in  their 
_  places,  he  sbonld  proceed  to  read  the  resolntion 
which  hftd  been  entered  into  by  the  House. 
[He  then  read  the  resolution.] 
As  soon  iks  it  was  finished  reading, 
Mr.  GBI8WQI.D  rose  mi  said,  he  ahould  not 
hentate  to  enter  into  the  proposed  engagement. 
Ur.  LiosT  also  rose  and  said,  he  waa  read;, 
u  it  iria  the  wish  of  the  Honse,  to  agree  to  the 
pr^ontion. 

The  Bpxakkb  a^d,  then  yon  do  acoordingly 
agree  to  this  proposition  t 
Both  answered,  "  I  do  agree." 

M0NSA.T,  Febraary  10. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  T.  Cuisornc,  the  fol- 
luwing  reeolntion  was  Sfcread  to — 4fi  to  40: 


^his  claim  has  been  long  before  Congress, 
■nd  been  sereral  times  the  BQl^ject  uf  discus- 
noo.  It  is  for  the  valae  uf  the  fiunoDs  horse 
lionialns,  the  property  of  the  haaband  of  the 
petitianer,  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Stitefl  dnring  the  war.  The  case  of  the  widow 
is  evidently  a  hard  one,  and  this  is  the  second 
time  a  vote  has  been  obtuned  in  her  &vor, 
which  has  afterwards  been  reversed.] 

The  committee  rase,  reported  their  agreement 
ts  tbe  three  resolations,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
a^oD.  The  Honse  took  np  the  two  first,  azrr  ~ ' 
to  them,  and  directed  the  Oommittee  of  Clai 
to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  accordingly.  When 
the  third  reeolntion  came  to  be  considered,  the 
j^a  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  its  adoption 
was  atrim^  opposed  by  Messrs.  Habpbb,  Nion- 
OLia,  and  oATun,  on  the  gronnd  of  its  throw- 
ing open  a  door  to  every  claim  which  had  here- 
tofore been  determined  as  barred,  as  cutting  np 
by  the  root  all  the  acts  of  limitation ;  that  it 
was  alao  setting  ande  these  laws  in  Vio  most 
oUeotionablv  way.  by  inviting  every  person, 
who  had  an  nnaatisfled  cl^m,  to  petition  Con- 
gress for  relief  which  wonld  of  course  engage 
mnch  of  their  time.  If  the  acta  were  to  be  set 
ande,  it  wonld  be  mnch  better  and  less  eipen- 
sive  therefbre  to  anthotize  the  proper  depart- 
ment to  aettle  these  dalms,  than  that  the  time 
of  the  Honse  shoold  be  engaged  in  investigating 
aiid  lettUng  them. 

On  tfao  other  hand,  its  adoption  was  -advo- 
Mted  by  Uewra.  Qlllxtds  and  T.  Outbobnx. 
This  was  staied  as  a  hard  case;  that  this  deter- 
nunotlon  wonld  not  Open  the  acts  of  limitation 
to  any  but  snch  as  Congress  mi^t  deem  ez- 
trtmdy  hard  cases;  that  it  would  give  the 
,  TrcMory  no  power  whatever  to  settie  any 
ekim :  the  power,  therefore,  oonld  not  be  abnsed, 
HMpt  they  themselves  abnsed  It ;  that  what- 
trer  policy  there  might  be  in  acts  of  limitation, 
tbey  were  certainly  liable  to  strong  ot^eotions; 
tlwy  ^ew  tbey  were  honcvably  indebted  a  nun 
«f  Dcmey,  bnt  they  determine  not  to  pay  it, 


merely  because  the  paying  it  might  render  the 
accounts  at  tlie  Treasury  less  simple,  or  becaoae 
tbey  wonld  be  liable  to  pay  more  than  is  con- 
venient. This  policy  might  be  juetiSable,  bnt 
it  bore  very  hard  upon  individual  sufferers.  It 
was  argued,  therefore,  that  without  opening  the 
acta  generally,  when  a  strong,  unequivocal  claim 
was  presented,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
ori^nal  holder,  and  where,  of  course,  there 
could  be  no  possibility  of  fraud,  Relief  might  and 
ouffht  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLitJiB  was  an  enemy  to  acts  of  limi- 
tation,  as  he  thought  a  debt  once  dne  mnst  al- 
ways  be  dne  until  paid;  bnt  he  wonld  dther 
have  them  opened  generally,  or  not  at  aU. 

The  yeas  and  nays  upon  agreeing  to  this 
prop<^tion  for  settins  aside  the  act  of  Umitation 
in  this  case  were  taJcen,  and  decided,  yeas  S6, 
says  66,  u  follows: 

Yeas. — David  Batd,  Lemiiel  BcDton,  Samuel  J. 
CabeQ,  Thomo  CUiboine,  WQliam  Charlei  Cote 
Claibome,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thomaa  T. 
Dkvia,  John  Dawton,  Qeorge  Dent,  Lucas  Elmen- 
dorpb,  John  yowlsr,  Altert  Qnltatia,  Jamei  Gilles- 
ine,  William  Bury  Grove,  Carter  B.  HairiKni,  DkTid 
Holmes,  Walter  Jooei,  Edward  Livingaton,  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jamea  Hachir,  Blair  McClen- 
aohaD,  Joaeph  McDowell,  Jobn  MiUedge,  Antbony 
New,  John  Rntledge,  jr.,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Thomaj  Sumter,  Ahnham  Tiig^,  John 
Trigg,  Joieph  B.  Vanmin,  Abraham  Tenable,  and 
Robert  WiUiams. 

Haib. — Jobn  Allea,  GeoigB  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart> 
lett,  Jamet  A.  Bayard,  Thranai  BloonC,  David  Brooks, 
Nathan  Bryan,  Stephen  BoUook,  Dompsey  Bniges, 
Chrittopber  6.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  Jame* 
Cochran,  Jodma  Coi^  William  Cr«k,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Thomas  Evuu,  Willism  Findlay,  Abiel  Foster, 
Dwight  Foater,  Hattry  Glemi,  Channcey  Gcxidrich, 
William  Grordon,  Andrew  Greffg,  Roger  Gritwold, 
John  A.  Hauna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomaa 
Hart]i7,  Jonathan  N.  Haven*,  Wm.  Hindman,  Heie- 
kiah  ll  Hosmer,  Jamei  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkei  Kit- 
teem,  Samuel  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Haeoo,  Wm.  Uat- 
thewi,  Daniel  Uragan,  Lewi*  K.  Honi^  John  IHabo- 
la^  Hairiran  O.  Otis,  Isaao  Parker,  John  Bead, 
Jams*  Sehnreman,  Samuel  Sewall,  WilUam  Sbepaid. 
Samnel  Sitgnaves,  Nathwiiel  Smith,  Samoel  Smith, 
Peleg  Spragus,  Riohard  Stanfoid,  Geotn  ThatelMr, 
Mark  Thompson,  Thoma*  UlUaghast,  Joha  E.  Van 
Allen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  WiUiami. 

Mr.  Habpeb  then  proposed  the  following  reeo- 
lntion, whi(^  was  agreed  to: 

Bfolv^  That  the  prayer  of  the  peHtioa  cf  Amy 
Dardin  on^t  not  to  be  granted. 

TnBSD.aT,  February  SO. 
Caie  tf  GritmtJd  and  Lyon. 

Mr,  YBNJiaLx,  from  the  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges, Ud  ^e  following  report  npon  the  tatde, 
together  with  tbe  evidence  relative  thereto: 

The  Committee  of  Fririlegea,  to  whom  wa*  referred 
a  r«*olnlian  in  the  following  word*:  "  RtMniMd,  That 
Boger  Gri*wold  and  Matthew  Lyoe,  member*  of  this 
Houn,  for  violent  and  diiorderly  behavior  committed 
in  tbe  E.OWK,  be  eipeUed  therefrom,"  with  instrocliens 
to  report  the  evidence  in  writing,  have,  aooording  to 
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denco,  which  ibsj  herawflli  report ;  and  th^ 
(oitber,  that  it  ii  tbeir  opiniOD  that  the  uud 
ongbt  to  be  dlaagreed  to. 


TsuBBDAT,  Febraarj  2S. 

The  nsHitl  time  of  calling  the  Hoom  to  order 
being  arrived,  the  Clerk  desired  members  to 
take  tbeir  seats;  vbich  being  done, 

Ur.  KrrrBSA  said,  iJie  Spbaxss  had  deured 
bim  to  inform  tbe  Konee  that  he  was  so  mach 
indisposed  aa  to  be  nnable  to  attend  the  House 
to-day.  Mr.  E.  suggested  the  propriety,  there- 
fore, of  a^onmiiig  Uie  orders  of  to-day  till  to- 

iii.  J.  WnxtAHS  did  not  see  a  necessity  for 
this.  He  thooght  the  House  might  informaUy 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Privileges.  He  had 
seen  this  course  taken  in  other  Legislative 
bodies,  and  aa  it  wonld  be  the  means  of  saving 
a  day,  he  hoped  this  mode  would  now  be 
Adopted. 

Mr,  Thatoskb  hoped  gentlemen  wonld  not 
consent  ta  go  on  with  bnsineaa  in  an  informal 
manner,  since  it  was  evident  they  were  boS- 
dently  informal  with  all  their  forms, 

Mr.  Hiaaiaosinqniredif  therewasanyprob- 
ablhty  that  the  Sfeaszb  wonld  be  able  to  attend 
the  EuDM  to-morrow.  If  not,  he  should  befw 
choosing  a  temporarv  Speaker. 

Hr.  KiTTZBA.  sai^  the  indisposition  of  the 
SnAKEs  was  oooaaioned  by  a  severe  headache, 
to  which  he  was  sntgect ;  that  it  generally  con- 
tinned  for  Ai  or  eight  honra,  and  aAerwsfds  he 
was  perfectly  welL 

The  QQestion  for  postponement  of  tbe  orders 
rf  the  day  till  to-morrow  was  then  pnt  by  tbe 
Qerk,  and  carried;  and  then  the  Honse  ad- 
jomved  till  to-morrow. 

FBmAT,  Febmary  23. 
The  IriQ  providliig  for  tbe  widows  and  or- 
phans of  certain  deceased  officers,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  oommnnicfttian  was  laid  before  the  Honse 
b^  the  Spbaeeb,  ^m  the  Secretary  of  the 
Ireaeory,  enclosing  sundry  docnments  prepared 
l^  the  late  Commissioner  of  tbe  Bevenae,  in 
oonseqnence  of  a  resolution  of  the  Eonse  of  the 
6tli  of  January,  1798,  requiring  to  be  l^d  before 
tbe  House  every  sesuon,  within  ten  days  after 
its  meeting,  a  statement  of  the  net  produce  of 
the  intern^  revennee,  the  salaries  of  the  Col- 
leotorB,  Ac.,  for  the  year  preceding.  The  Sec- 
retary apologizee  for  not  having  made  the  oom- 
mnnication  sooner.  It  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Cote  <if  Griwvld  and  Lyoiu 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  conmder  the  report 
of  the  Comnuttee  of  Privilegea,  of  the  twentieth 
instant;  and  the  same  being  again  read  ir  "'^- 
words  foUowing,  to  wit: 

Hie  Caminlttee  «f  Privileges,  to  whom  wu  nbrrsd 


a  rsiolDlloii  ia  the  foUotring  wordi,  to  wit :  "Smind. 
That  Roger  Oii>irald  and  Matthew  hjaa,  nemben 
of  this  HouM,  fbr  riotoiu  and  diMirdeiiy  behivior, 
oommitted  inthe  Hcnue,be  eipelled  thenrram.'witli 
iartnictiou  to  report  the  evidence  in  writing,  have, 
according  to  the  order  oT  the  Honse,  prooeeded  to 
take  the  STidrnce,  which  they  herewith  report ;  md 
thay  report  further,  that  it  is  l^eir  opioioa  that  tbe 
■aid  nwoludon  be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Oatu  sud  he  hoped  the  Honse  would 
disagree  to  the  report  of  their  Committee  of 
Privileges ;  after  this  was  done,  the  reHoiatioo 
could  be  altered  in  such  a  manner  as  gentlenKH 
might  think  proper. 

Hr,  Dint  called  fbr  the  yea*  and  niys. 
Agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  SirnsKAvxs  s^d  there  were  many  con- 
mderations  which  ahonld  incUne  the  Honse  to 
come  to  a  deciuon  upon  the  preeent  borinea 
without  entering  Into  any  unnecessary  discus- 
sion ;  and  there  were  others  which  ahonld  lud 
them  to  avoid  coming  to  an  immediate  deeiMon. 
He  shonld,  therefore,  move  that  theftirtiierwii- 
glderation  of  this  subject  be  postponed  imtil  the 
4th  of  March,  1706. 

Mr.  Nicholas  called  for  the  yeas  and  mji 
npon  this  question;  which  being  agreed  f.o, 
were  taken,  and  stood — yeas  88,  nays  C3. 

Tbe  motion  for  postponement  hemg  lost,  {be 
qnestion  on  agreeing  to  tbe  report  of  the  oom- 
mittee  recurred. 

Mr,  Batabd  believed  it  would  not  be  in  ordef 
to  call  fbr  a  division  ef  tbe  question.  The  reso- 
lution implicated  two  persons,  which  he  thooght 
improper.  If  the  report  of  the  committee  wsl 
however,  disagreed  to,  he  supposed  it  woola 
then  be  in  order  to  move  for  a  divmon  of  the 
quesljon.  He  shonld,  therefore,  rote  agiiost 
the  report,  as  he  wished  the  coses  to  be  sep- 
arately considered,  as  they  stood  on  Satinet 
ground,  and  were  not  attended  with  the  Mme 
cironmitanceB ;  and,  reasoning  fh)m  analogy,  1m 
knew  of  no  instance  in  a  conrt  of  Jnatice,  wieie 
two  persons  bad  ever  been  included  in  the  mm 
charge  when  their  crimes  were  different.  If 
the  ^tnation  of  botk  these  gentlemin  had  beai 
the  same,  there  mieht  have  been  pK^niety  in 
coupling  them  together;  but  ae  this  was  not  the 
case,  he  was  oppooed  to  taking  an  opinioD  apui 
both  together. 

Mr.  MoDowMX  thought  it  wonld  be  proper 
to  take  the  same  conrse  in  this  hnsiness  as  was 
taken  in  a  former  case.  He  moved,  therefoie, 
that  ^le  report  be  read  a  second  time,  tat  the 
purpose  of  comndttlng  It  to  a  committee  of  tht 
whole  House. 

Hr.  OoBDOK  was  (^mosed  to  this  mode<rfpn>- 
ceedlng.  Every  one  knew  the  qneeticn,  and 
were  as  well  prepared  to  dedde  npon  it  now,  *b 
they  wonld  be  after  going  into  a  -—■■•— 


business  without  going  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  he  believed  every  one  had  made  op 
his  mind  i^ran  it.    If  genUemeo  intended  b; 
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th«  eoarae  heretofore  token  to  TaiM  the  dignity 
<£  the  Hoaae^  he  thought  thej  had  deceived 
tbemselrea ;  for  he  believed  the  HooBe  was  never 
in  •  less  dignified  attitnde  than  during  that  dis- 

Ib^.  UoDounx  thongbt  the  mode  he  had 
pointed  ont  neceaaary,  for  the  aake  of  nniform- 
i^;  bnt,  as  other  gentlemen  eeenied  to  think  it 
uDDeoeaearT,  he  woaid  withdraw  bis  motion. 

Mr.  R.  WTi.iiiMH  wished  to  know  whether  it 
loold  be  in  order  to  amend  the  report  of  the 
Conimittefi  of  Privil^es,  or  to  BQfrgest  the  pro- 
priety of  disagreeing  to  it,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
nhstitoting  a  different  p<mishment  from  that 
proposed,  viz:  that  the  offending  members 
ihonld  be  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker  in  the 
prewnoe  of  the  Honae?  He  beUeved  that  a 
pnnishmeiit  erf  tlus  kind  would  aatisfy  many 
^Ntlemen  who  did  not  wish  to  expel  the  mem- 
bers, but  who,  at  the  same  time,  did  not  wish 
they  shonld  go  nnpnnished. 

The  Speaku  said  that  motion  woqld  be  in 
order  after  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
decided  npoD.  , 

Vr.  GAU.ATia'  remarked,  that  if  the  report 
WIS  agreed  to,  the  reeolntion  i'X  an  expnlsion 
would  of  oonrae  be  negatived,  and  then  any 
other  propoeitioii  wonld  be  in  order;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  report  was  disagreed  to, 
the  reaolntkm  wonld  be  before  them,  and  open 
to  amendment.  Mr.  O.  said  he  rose  to  make 
,*u  obserrmtion  npon  what  feU  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  (Mr.  Batasd.)  That  gen- 
tlmwa  had  sfud  he  wonld  vote  against  the 
rqiMt,  becaose  he  wished  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  two  members.  The  reason  which  he 
Sve,  thongh  he  might  have  good  reasons  for 
I  vote,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  correct. 
Ibat  nDtlonaD  seemed  to  sappose  that  the 
facts  tar  which  the  two  members  were  to  be 
expdled,  wera  ftols  committed  at  different 
timet,  and  of  a  diffiarent  nature ;  whereas  the 
bets  for  -whioh  both  were  proposed  to  be  ei- 
pdled,  were  offences  of  the  same  natnre,  and 
eommitted  on  the  same  day.  What  related  to 
the  previons  conduct  of  tke  member  from  Yer- 
moDt,  woa  not  now  nnder  consideration.  In 
vder  to  hAve  that  oondnot  before  them,  it  wonld 
be  DeeeMttry  that  a  reoonmderation  of  it  shonld 
be  moved  by  a  member  who  voted  agfuost  that 
mcmber'H  expulsion,  and  seconded  bv  another 
mnabw  who  voted  on  the  same  side  of  the 
goMtMn.  The  argoment  <A.  the  genUemon  from 
Mawwe,  therefore^  did  not  apply.  He  said 
he  shoold  himself  vote  In  Eavor  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Privil^es.  He  was  against 
eipdling  either  of  the  gentlemen. 

Itr.  Dasa  agreed  with  the  gentieman  last  np, 
in  his  eonclnsions ;  bnt  he  did  not  seem  rightly 
to  hare  luideretood  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  was  acqo^nted  with  tesal  prin- 
ciples, with  established  principles  relative  to 
Doni^ment,  he  most  know  that  no  persons  can 
M  charged  Jointly  with  an  offence,  except 
jointly  goiltj,  and  except  they  had  matnally 


agreed  to  commit  the  ofibnce.  The  resolution, 
in  its  present  form,  therefore,  offended  ag^nst 
established  maxims  of  propriety. 

Ur.  Batard  said,  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman fh>m  Pennsylvania  was  not  correct  He 
bad  stated  that  the  offences  of  the  two  members 
were  the  same  in  circumstances,  and  committed 
at  the  same  time.  He  apprehended  the  two 
cases  were  very  distinct ;  as,  by  the  depositions 
before  the  Honse,  it  appeared  that  the  offence 
of  the  member  from  Oonnecticnt  was  eommitted 
itfore  the  House  was  called  to  order,  and  that 
the  offence  of  the  member  fh>m  Vermont  wae 
committed  aJUr  the  House  was  called  to  order. 
The  argnment  most  depended  upon  in  a  former 
case,  against  the  expulsion  of  the  member  from 
Vermont,  was  that  which  insisted  that  the  act 
of  violence  compltuned  of  being  committed 
when  the  Honse  was  not  in  session,  was  not  a 
oanse  of  expulsion.  If  this  arroment  had  weight 
at  that  time,  it  onght  also  to  nave  weight  in  the 
present  case.  It  would,  therefbre,  be  the  height 
of  ii^nstioe  to  blend  the  two  oases  together; 
since  there  might  be  cause  for  expelling  one 
member  and  not  the  other. 

The  Spkasxs  observed  that  every  thing  which 
had  been  said  with  respect  to  a  division  of  the 

Snestion  Was  ont  of  order,  as  it  could  not  be 
ivided.  He  wonld  also  remark,  in  order  to 
shorten  the  debate,  that  the  Honse  was  not 
called  to  order  when  the  stroke  was  made  by 
the  member  fivm  Vermont  npoii  the  memb^ 
frmn  Oonnecticnt  withont  the  bar  of  the  Honee. 
Mr.  Hakprb  asked,  if  the  report  of  tiie  com- 
mittee should  not  be  agreed  to,  whellier  the 
resolution  might  not  then  be  agreed  to? 

The  8p«akkb  replied,  it  could  not  be  divided ; 
bnt  a  separate  resolution  might  be  brought  fbr- 

The  qoestion  on  agreeing  to  the  report  <d  the 
committee,  which  reoommended  a  disagreement 
to  the  resolntion  for  an  expulsion  of  the  two 
members  was  then  taken,  and  stood — yeas  78, 

llie  resolution  for  an  ezpnUon  having  been 
disagreed  to, 

]&.  B.  WiLLUHB  proposed  a  resolution  In  the 
following  words : 

•'Baolnd,  That  Rogar  QnttnAi  sad  Mittbew 
LyoD,  Sir  riotous  and  dlwrderh  behavior  In  this 
Honse,  are  highlj  censorable,  and  that  they  tie  repii- 
mimded  by  3ie   Speaker  in  the  preMooe  of  this 

'  Mr.  Habpss  moved  the  preTioua'  qneation 
upon  this  resolution.  He  did  it,  he  sud,  npoa 
this  gronnd.  The  House  had  just  decided,  and 
they  nad  lately  dedded  in  another  instance,  that 
disorderly  conduct  shall  not  be  puidshed  by  ex- 
pulsion ;  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  no  less 
punishment  than  expulsion  ought  to  be  inflicted, 
as  he  was  unwilling  to  diminish  the  reprehen- 
sive  power  of  the  House,  by  inflicting  what  he 
thought  inadennate  pnnishment  for  offences  c^ 
this  nature.  If  there  were  any  gentlemen  who 
thought  this  oonduet  excusable,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  punished,  they  would,  of  course, 
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vote  in  &vor  of  the  previonB  question;  and 
those  who  thonght  with  him,  that  both  oaght 
to  be  expelled,  wunid  also  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Ur.  NiOHOLAB  called  for  the  ^eas  and  nays 
upon  this  qneation.     Agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  OALI.ATIIT  aid,  bj  the  gentleman  ttom 
South  Carolina  liaving  moved  the  preTioQB  qneS' 
tion,  be  had  esclnded  any  disctission  npon  tbe 
merits  of  the  main  qneation.  Hr.  O.  wished 
some  reasons  might  be  given  why  the  main 

anestion  ought  not  to  be  cat.  Those  given  by 
lie  genUeman  from  Bontii  Carolina  were  appli- 
cable to  the  reBoIntioD  itself;  they  were  reasons 
why  be  abonld  vote  against  the  resolatioo,  but 
they  did  not  atrilie  nim  as  reasons  why  the 
qaestioQ  should  not  at  all  be  taken. 


lotion  for  reprimanding  Uie  offending  members) 
now  be  pnt?"  And  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken,  and  stood — yeas  47,  nays  48,  as  follows: 

YUB.— Abraham  Baldwin,   David  Baid,  Lnaiiel 
Benton,    Thomu   Bloiui^   Richard   Breot,    Nathan 


Clay,  John  Clapton,  Thomai  T.  Davis,  John  Damon, 
Looai  ElmNidoiph,  WHUam  Fiodlaj,  John  Fowler, 
Kathanlel  FreMnan,  joo.,  Albert  GslUtln,  William  B. 
CKIei,  James  GUleipie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A 
Hamia,  Caiter  B.  Haniwn,  Jonathan  N.  Baveni, 
jDMph  Heiatar,  David  Holmei,  Walter  Jonaa,  Edward 
LivingMon,  Matthew  Looke,  Nathaniel  Haoon,  Blair 
MeClePBchan,  Joaepti  MaDowali,  John  MiUedM,  An- 
thooy  New,  John  kieholao,  Thon^ion  J,  Skinner, 
Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  EJobard  Sprigg,  Rich- 
Bi4  Stanford,  Thomas  SumCsr,  Abram  Trigo,  John 
Trigg.  Joseph  B,  Yamom,  Abraham  Tenable,  and 
fioben  Williams. 

Nats. — John  ADen,  GeorgBBoer,  ion.,  Buley  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bsyaid,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bnl- 
look,  Cbriitophsr  u.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James 
Cochran,  Joshna  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samnel  W. 
Dana,  George  Dent,  Tboa  Evano,  Abiel  Foster, 
Dwight  FoMer,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Olenn, 
Chamiogy  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  WiUiam  Bany 
Grove,  Robot  Ooodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hattlay, 
WiUiam  Hift^"™"!  Heaaklah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H. 
Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samnel  Lyman,  James 
Uaebir,  \rilliam  Hatti>ew%  Lewis  B.  Horrii,  Hairi- 
■00  O.  Otis,  Isaao  Parker,  John  Bead,  John  Balledge, 
jnn.,  Ssmnel  SewaU,  William  Shepaid,  Thomas  Sm- 
nickion,  Samnel  Sitgreavef  Nadiai^I  Smith,  Pdw 
Spragos,  George  Thatcher,  Biohard  Thomas,  Haik 
ThomaoQ,  Thomas  TIIliDghast,  John  E.  Tan  AUeo, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams. 

HoBDiT,  March  S. 
Diplomatu  Intereoune. 

[Afiac  a  protracted  dlsoearion  the  qoestioii  vai  ta- 
ken on  Ur.  Nioholaon's  amendment,  to  wit,  to  limit 
tbe  miniiten  of  the  highest  grade  to  the  two  Courts 
of  London  and  Pari^  and  it  was  negadved — A2  to 
48.1 

A  moUon  was  then  made  for  tbe  eommittee 
to  rise  and  aak  leave  to  sit  agmn,  which  waa 
negatived. 

Tbe  bill  was  proceeded  with. 


Hr.  B.  Smith  moved  to  strike  oet  eertsin 
words,  and  to  insert  others  to  this  effeU : 

"That  the  FaainiKaT or  inBUHinDSratuilial] 
not  allow  to  any  Hinister  Pten^iateDtiaiT  to  Franca. 
Great  Britain,  or  Spain,  more  than  t9,000  pel  tumn, 
nor  to  any  other  Minister  Planipotaatian  mon  Ihu 
»6,000." 

This  amendment  was  negatived,  there  being 
only  4S  votes  in  Its  favor. 

The  blanks  m  the  bill  were  nest  to  be  filled ; 
the  flrst,  which  was  the  permanent  allowance, 
was  filled  with  $10,000 ;  the  next,  whioh  was 
an  extraordinary  appropriation  iat  this  year, 
with  128,660.  Before  the  latter  anm  was 
agreed  apon, 

Mr.  LiviNQaroir  inqaired  whether  the  nmi  of 
between  two  and  three  tbiiasand  dollars,  which 
be  thonght  had  been  laviahiid  away,  said  to  be 
expended  on  persons  taking  leave  from  tbis 
country,  waa  inelnded  in  tbe  incid«)tal  expen- 
ses which  were  oontuned  nnder  this  head)  He 
thought  aaoh  an  expenditure  of  nxmey  fwbidden 
by  the  oooBtitntion. 

Mr.  HanPBB  believed  the  iuradental  expeoNs 
mentioned  in  the  estimate  wera  expeuesof  our 
Ministers  abroad. 

Mr.  NioBoLi3  understood  that  three  Secreta- 
ries were  allowed  the  minou  at  present  hi 
France.  He  thonght  this  was  as  novel  as  it 
was  anneccssary ;  as  he  believed  one  Secretaiy 
waa  Bofflcient  for  the  whole.  The  United  Stales 
had  employed  a  namber  of  missions  at  difiereat 
times,  hnt  never  allowed  more  than  one  Secre- 
tary to  each.  He  had  thought  the  law  would 
not  have  warranted  the  praotloe;  bnt  on  exam- 
ining it,  be  BDppoeed  it  did. 

iir.  RaBPKK  aaid  every  Minister  emplajed 
was  entitled  to  a  Secretary;  the  PaKSWurrhsil 
accordingly  appointed  one  to  each,  and  he  could 
not  see  npon  what  groond  the  Hooae  conld  ob- 
ject to  appropriating  for  their  salaries. 

Mr.  5i0H0i.aa  answered,  that  as  the  law  ad- 
mitted of  it,  he  should  not  otiject  to  the  ipfto- 
priatioa :  bnt  he  should  move  an  amendment  to 
prevent  more  than  one  aecretaij  to  a  misdaii  ia 
fntnre. 

Tbe  oonunittee  then  rose  and  leportedthe 
biU  withtheamendmenta;  whiob being takoii^ 
in  the  House  and  agreed  to,  Mr.  Nioaous  re- 
newed bis  amendment  to  limit  tiie  salarite  of 
ICnieters  Plenipotentiary  to  London,  Pans,  and 
Madrid,  to  nine  thousand  dollars  a  vear,  and  all 
others  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  aod 
called  the  yeas  and  nays  npon  it,  which  wen 
taken  and  resulted,  yeas  48,  na^  62. 

Mr.  S.  BioTH  then  renewed  his  motiui  for 
limiting  the  salaries  of  Ministers  to  LoadMh 
Paris,  and  Madrid,  to  nine  thoasand  dollars,  aod 
others  to  ii  thousand  dollars,  and  celled  the  yeas 
and  n^s  npon  it,  whioh  were  taken,  and  were 
exactly  the  same  as  npon  the  former  qnestloa. 

Mr.  SioB.oi.tM  then  made  hia  motion  to  con- 
fine fbtnre  mianons  to  one  Secretary,  which  wis 
nttntived — 60  to  46. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  te 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 
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HosDAT,  March  19. 
Eelationt  with  ^ane^ 
Tb«  followiog  Meaaaite    waa  rec«iTed  from 
the  VsaiDXST  or  tbb  tTstno  Statu  : 


The  despatchei  from  the  Envoji  EitraordloaiT  of 
At  Uoited  Statna  to  the  Fttnch  RepnbUe,  vtiich 
mn  mentioned  tn  mj  Htwage  to  both  Horuq  oT 
Cmgms,  of  the  BMt  initant,  have  be«n  examined  and 
Dtacately  conaidravd. 
While  I  feel  a  eatiibotion  in  infarmiiig  yen  that 
11  Tor  the  a^nitmant  of  the  diAraneea 
oni  have  been  Aieam  and  nn- 
lemitied,  it  ia  incumbent  on  me  to  declare  that  I 
perroTB  no  gTDand  of  expectation  that  the  objeda  of 
dieir  minion  can  be  aceompUihed  oa  termi  oompati- 
ble  nth  the  tt«tj,  hooor,  ofc  tbe  euenlial  interata 
of  the  natJOD. 

Thia  raanlt  cannot,  irlth  jnitice,  be  attrlbntad  to 
uj  want  of  moderatian  on  the  part  of  thii  GoTern- 
ment,  or  to  any  indigpoidtion  to  forego  aeootidaiy 
ina-TTifa  fbr  tbe  preaemtion  of  peace.  Eaoviag  it 
la  be  m  J  dntf ,  and  believing  it  to  be  jonr  wiih,  ai 
nQaa  that  ^tli«  great  body  of  the  p«(^  to  avoid, 
by  bH  leaaonable  mnrfaainni,  anypartieipatian  in  the 
ecatantiMia  of  Ennpe,  the  powan  veatad  In  onr  En- 
myi  were  Dommeninnte  with  a  Hbenl  and  pacifia 
jidicy,  and  that  high  oonfidenM  wbioh  might  jnatly 
bt  Tqiaaad  in  the  patriotiKn,  abilitiea,  and  integrity, 
of  tbe  chaiacten  to  wliom  the  uesotiation  wai  oom- 
niHled.  After  a  careful  reriew  of  the  whole  mlyect, 
«ilh  tlie  aid  of  bU  the  informadoa  I  have  reoai*ed, 
1  csB  diaceni  notbing  which  could  hiire  enaored  or 
eonCiibnted  to  iocceaa  that  hat  been  omitted  on  my 
part ;  and  nothing  fbither  which  can  be  attempted, 

=-•— ally  with  maxima  fbr  which  onr  coontry  haa 

i,  at  ereiy  haiaid,  and  whic^  cooatitate  tht 
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ilwBM  tba  raoonuoeDdatlofia  whloh  have  been  for- 
■Brly  made,  and  to  aihoit  yon  to  adopt  with  pnimpt- 
ilnde,  deetHon,  and  mianlmity,  inch  meaamea  aa  tbe 
inpla  reaonnma  of  the  oonntiy  affwd,  fbr  the  proteo- 
tioo  of  our  commensial  and  iea-fariD0  ciliianj  ;  fbr 
be  defcDce  of  any  ezpoaed  pcationa  cT  onr  temtoiy ; 
in  npleniahing  dot  aiaeua^  eitabliahing  fonndzies 
•ad  militmiy  mannfactnrea ;  and  to  prnride  soch  effi- 
dnit  rereiioe  as  will  be  neoeaaaiy  to  defray  eitiaor- 
Caaiy  eipenaea,  and  nipply  the  deficiendea  which 
Bay  be  oc«a«ioae4  by  dapredatioaa  im  onr   oom- 

Tbe  piaaent  atata  of  thinga  is  ao  eeaeutlally  diSbr- 
Ml  from  that  In  which  instmctiODa  ware   given  to 
unUaetoii  toreatnihi  venela  of  tbe  United  Stalai  from 
ia3hg  ia  an  aimed  condition,  that  the  piinoiple  on 
whidi  tlMae  ordan  wan  iaened  haa  ceated  to  eaJat 
I  tkcnlaas  deem  it  pvoper  to  inlbnn  Congnai  that  I 
na  bogar  eoaaai*a  myaeir  jn«lfial4e  in  OMtina' 
Aaoi,  Boles*  in  partienJar  «aaa%  when  thtte  mmj 
naaonible  groand  of  ens[acion  that  anob  vaiaels 
iatEDdad  to  be  employed  cootraiy  to  law. 

In  all  yonr  pncaedli^  it  irill  be  importsat  to 
•ui&al  a  seal,  vigor,  and  concert  in  defence  of  the 
•Miaoal  lights  proportjonad  la  the  da^^i  with 
(bach  thryan  trnvatened. 

JOHK  AD1M3. 

Damn  9xan^  Man*  19,  1798. 


FamaT,  Marob  SS. 
Georgia  Limitt. 

wssieafPFi 

Ifr.  J.  WiLLUUB  called  for  the  order  of  tliv 
day  on  the  bill  for  organizing  and  disciplining 
the  militja  of  the  IlDited  States. 

Ur.  6juj.atjk  tboitgb  t  it  better  that  tbe  Honae 
abould  apain  go  into  a  Oommittee  of  tbe  Whole 
on  the  blU  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
with  Qoorgia,  »it^  for  the  erection  of  a  govern* 
ment  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  that  subject 
had  alraadj  undergone  some  discaiidon,  and  tbe 
bill  had  been  reported  with  tbe  information  to 
obtain  which  it  had  been  oommitted. 

The  tatter  bnuneas  was  preferred,  and  tlte 
Honae  accordingly  went  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  aabject ;  when  Mr.  Millbdoi's 
ainendraeot  being  under  conaideration,  for  add* 
iog  to  the  aeotion  for  appointing  a  provisional 
Qovernment  in  the  Natohe?  country,  "  after  the 
consent  of  the  L^ialatnre  of  Georgia  shall  have 
been  obtained," 

Mr.  MtLLBDOi  observed,  that  tbe  select  com- 
mittee bad  now  reported  all  the  doonments  on 
which  the  United  States  claimed  b  right  to  this 
territory.  Aa  to  tbe  title  of  Oeorgia,  he  shoald 
not  enter  into  an  inqniry  as  to  that.  He  woold 
only  remark,  that  the  State  of  Geoif^  was  aa 
tenacignaofner  rights  as  any  State  in  the  Union. 
Bat  he  thoDgbt  it  would  not  be  improper  to  ex- 
amine the  pretended  claim  of  the  United  States 
to  thia  coontry.  Looking  ioto  tbe  Joamala  of 
the  Sonata,  he  fonnd  tliat  on  the  8d  of  March, 
17SB,  a  reeolation  was  passed  directing  the  At- 
torney General  to  inquire  into  and  make  a  r^ 
port  on  tbe  subject  of  tbe  title  of  the  United 
Statea  to  land  in  Oeorgia.  No  donbt  tbe  At- 
torney General  not  only  examined  tbe  records 
of  tbe  Stale  of  Georgia,  but  those  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  obtained  all  tbe  information  which 
he  was  able  to  do  in  the  United  States;  bntnofi 
finding  snffldent  ground  apon  which  to  found 
a  tiUe,  be  applied  to  Mr.  Bayard,  onr  Comndv 
doner  in  London,  who  obtained  a  oertifioate  od 
the  Buljjeot  from  a  Hr.  Chimera.  Secretary  to 
tha  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations.  Twelve 
montba  after  ha  was  directed  to  da  so,  the  At- 
torney General  made  a  report  oa  the  subject; 
but  none  of  the  dooomente  whiob  he  rworted 
went  to  eetablish  the  ol^m  of  the  United  States ; 
nor  any  thing  which  tends  to  show  that  a  oe»- 
mon  of  West  Flwida  was  ever  made.  Bnt  he 
now  fonnd  among  the  papers  got  from  tiie  Sen- 
ate, a  letter  addrased  to  Mr.  Bead  of  the  Sen- 
ate, from  Mr.  Livingston  of  New  York,  inform- 
ing him  that  be  encloses  an  extract  from  the 
inatmottons  given  by  the  King  of  Great  Britiun 
to  Governor  Chester.  Bnt  1^.  Livingston  was 
not  known  as  on  official  obaraoter;  and  this 
doonment  was  neither  ofBtual  nor  oertitled.  Yet 
this  is  tbe  ground  upon  which  the  Uidted  Statea 
daim  this  tract  of  oonntiy.    Before  the  Gen- 
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eral  Oovemment  proceeded  to  ereot  t.  tem- 
porary govemraeat,  it  onght  to  have  better 
infortnatjuu  with  respect  to  the  natore  of  its 
cljSin;  for,  to  attempt  to  establish  aKovemmeDt 
without  the  consent  of  Oeorpa,  ne  thonght 
would  be  Btepping  bojond  the  eoiwtitntion,  two 
clanees  of  which  he  quoted.  He  hoped  the  ge- 
neral powers  placed  in  Oongresa  for  the  defence 
of  the  ooQDtry  wonld  not  be  r«gort«d  to  iD  order 
to  sanction  the  proceeding.  It  was  said  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  coantrj  allod- 
ed  to  were  in  a  sitnation  which  called  for  im- 
mediate attention.  He  allowed  that  it  wonld- 
be  proper  to  mj  early  attentioa  to  them ;  bot 
he  thought,  iDoonTeDient  as  it  might  be,  the 
«rectjng  of  a  government  might  be  deferred 
ontil  the  consent  of  die  L^slatore  of  Georgia 
oonld  be  obtained.  It  onght  to  be  remembered 
that  the  State  of  Georgia  is  a  member  of  the 
Union,  and  that  it  is  her  interest  to  make  the 
cession,  and  he  had  no  doabt  she  wonld  do  so. 
The  convention  of  that  aiAte  meet  in  May, 
and  if  application  was  made  to  them,  he  had  no 
donbt  the  L^^latnre  wonld  be  called  together, 
and  consent  might  be  obt^ed  by  the  month  of 
Jul^.  He  was  oonfldent  the  State  of  Georgia  is 
daairons  of  promoting  the  intereatsof  the  United 
States,  and  that  she  is  firmly  attached  to  the 
Government ;  all  its  regulations  had  been  oon- 
Btantly  carried  into  effect  there;  and  her  con- 
sent to  the  establishiDeot  of  a  providonal  gov- 
emment  bfflng*obtaiiied,  every  diffioolty  wonld 
be  obviated. 

Hr.  HiBPKE  did  not  fed  anj  anxiety  to  qnee- 
tion  the  desire  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  Doited  States,  and  he 
was  glad  to  be  informed  by  her  Repreaentative, 
that  &e  was  so  well  di^wMod  to  the  General 
Government,  to  whiob  assertion  he  gave  the 
ftiUeat  orediL  He,  therefore,  ahonld  not  oppoee 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  on  the  gronnd  that 
the  State  of  Georgia  wonld  be  lik^  to  throw 
any  obstades  in  the  way  of  the  proposed  tem- 
poraiy  government ;  and  he  shonld  be  &r  from 
nppwlng,  that,  by  the  erection  of  aaoh  a  gov- 
ernment, the  United  Btatce  wonld  SMome  an 
eztra-Jndidal  right  to  the  territory.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  United  States  possessed  the 
right  to  it,  and  that  the  most  nndeniable  evi- 
dence of  the  right  existed ;  hot  that  evidence  was 
not  now  before  the  Honse,  and  if  it  were,  they 
were  not  the  )Hoper  body  to  decide  the  qnee- 
tion.  He  believed  the  amendment  onaht  to  be 
T^eoted  on  the  gronnd  of  polioy.  The  bill  went 
to  provide  a  temporary  government,  bnt  con- 
tained an  express  clause  that  the  eetabliahment 
of  this  government  shall  not  affect  the  rights  of 
Georgia  with  respect  toher  right  of  the  Jorisdio- 
tion  or  soil  of  this  territory — oonsoquently,  the 
fears  of  the  gentleman  are  groundless  in  Qua 
respect  What,  then,  is  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  t  It  is  to  prevent  the  erection  tk 
a  temporary  government  in  a  distriot  of  oonntry 
oontaining  upwarda  of  S,000  loul^  lyiog  f^ 
beyond  the  ordinary  jDrisdiction  of  any  Stete, 
irith  an  immense  wilderness  intervening,  in 


LimiU.  [Much,  ITSS 

which  are  two  nations  of  Indians,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  territory  of  a  forei^  na- 
tion, with  whom,  thongh  we  are  at  present  at 
peace,  when  we  recollect  the  connection  snb«i!it- 
mg  between  that  nationand  another  with  whom 
we  have  difierences  of  a  serious  natnre,  we  csd- 
not  reckon  upon  as  lasting.  Tet  this  renole 
and  vnlnerable  comer  of  the  Union  is  to  be  left 
defenceless  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  lest 
we  shonld  possibly  give  umbrage  to  the  Stale  ct 
Georgia,  by  providiug  4  lomporary  goTemment 
there  before  the  dispnte  on  the  subject  of  limits 
is  settled.  And  whatever  may  be  the  good  die- 
position  of  Georgia  towards  the  United  SEau«, 
it  wonld  require  oonai^rable  time  to  obtaia  the 
consent  proposed.  Their  Legislature  do  not 
meet  till  next  winter.  It  was  true,  as  had  been 
stated,  that  their  convention  met  in  Uay,  *nd 
they  might,  if  they  thon^^t  proper,  call  an  ei- 
traordinary  meeting  (f  the  LegislBtore  ;  but  this 
could  not  be  relied  upon.  Besidea.  he  saw  na 
necessity  for  so  much  pnccrtilio  in  this  case,  for 
if  any  Stete  were  to  suffer  a  Mrt  of  iu  terri- 
tory, within  its  ordinary  jurisdiction,  to  lie  in 
a  defenceless  stete,  the  General  Govemm«nl 
would  be  warranted  in  stepping  in  to  defend  it, 
and  certainly  they  might  do  it  in  a  oaie  like  ths 
preeent,  where  .no  jurudiction  is  eierdsed.  And 
if  tliis  was  not  done,  the  petition  of  these  peo- 
ple set  forth,  that  however  nnwilling  thaj 
shonld  be  to  do  so,  they  shonld  be  obliged  to 
pass  over  to  the  Spanish  dominions, 

Mr.  H.  said,  be  aid  not  wish  to  have  tencli«d 
upon  the  question  of  right ;  but  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  said  we  bad  none,  he  felt 
himself  obliged  to  say  a  few  words  npon  that 
point.  He  ailowBd  the-oommittee  bod  not  b»- 
fore  them  evidence  of  the  right  which  would  be 
admisdble  in  a  conrt  of  taw  ;  bnt  thongh  it  wen 
not  snob  as  would  be  admitted  in  a  otnut  d 
law,  bad  it  therefore  no  weight  t  It  wu  it 
least  equal  to  what  was  every  day  reo^**^  ^I 
the  committees  of  the  Bonse.  The  qnesdoB 
was,  whether  the  papers  befbre  them  iffindcd 
reason  to  believe  that  legal  evidence  of  the  tids 
did  exist}  It  was  a  copy  of  a  oommiwiou  ind 
instractions  given  by  the  King  of  Great  BHtiia 
to  Governor  Chester,  of  West  Florida,  in  the 
year  1770,  ftarnished  by  the  gentleman  who  vH 
Secretary  to  the  Governor  at  that  time,  tod 
whose  duty  it  waa  to  keep  the  reoords  of  thit 
GovemmenL  Bat  tbe  gentleman  from  Q^ot^ 
said,  searoli  had  been  made  in  the  ofBoea  of  uw 
British  Government  for  the  ori^nal,  of  ^ioA 
this  paper  was  a  copy,  and  it  could  not  be  fenul 
Bat  thu  was  no  pioot  it  did  not  exist.  IT  it 
does  exist,  legal  evidence  may  be  obtained  from 
it,  tuidthispapershowa  that  the  Natchez  coim- 
try  was  inolnded  within  the  territory  of  We* 
Florida,  and  that  it  ceased  in  the  year  1770  W 
be  a  part  of  Georgia.  He  believed,  however,  thii 
question  ought  not  now  to  be  aot«d  upon ;  but 
that  from  necessity,  and  the  exigendes  of  th* 
case,  a  temporary  government  on^ht  immediste- 
ly  to  be  provided  for  this  distnot  of  ooantiy, 
and  aftowards  aettle  the  point  of  right  witlt 
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G«orS^  by  DagotiatioD ;  and  if  it  was  found  in 
tite  end  that  the  TJDited  Butea  tiad  no  title  to  ik 
tbe  GtiverameDt  which  liad  been  eetablisbed 
could  be  withdrawn. 

Bat  it  was  stated  that  the  L^ialatore  of 
Geor(pa  would  readily  oonsent  that  the  United 
8ut«9  should  become  poasessed  of  this  country. 
Bat  what  were  the  terms  npon  which  they  pro- 
posed to  oede  it  t  They  reqnired,  ea  one  of  the 
eooditioDS,  a  million  and  a  iislf  of  dollars  in  ui 
per  cent,  stock,  and  as  another  (which  was  in- 
fiintely  harder,  sinoe  it  might  not  be  in  our 
power  to  comply  with  it,  as  it  depended  npon 
the  will  of  the  Indians)  that  the  United  States 
wUl  guarantee  the  relinqntshment  of  the  Indian 
daim  to  the  land  on  the  east  aids  of  the  Ghata- 
hoodioc^  within  a  oertdn  namber  of  years. 
There  is  little  bc^e,  therefore,  that  the  State  of 
Gerargia  will  propose  any  terms  to  which  the 
ITnit^  Statw  can  agree,  as  it  had  been  seei  '^  -' 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  had  r^ected 
by  a  great  m^ority,  which  proposed  the  price 
to  be  one  miUion  of  dollars  with  the  other  oon- 
ditiop.  Of  conne  it  wonld  be  rery  Impradent 
to  reat  the  eatabliahment  of  a  goTemment  in 
this  qiiart«r  npon  an  agreement  to  terms  like 
these. 

Bendee^  the  amendment  wonld  aSbot  the 
ri^t  clidmed  by  the  United  Statee.  To  wut 
Sat  ♦h™  oCHisent  wonld  be  tantamoont  to  confuss- 
ing  we  had  no  right,  and  anQ  Georgia  with  a 
strong  weapon  against  ns  in  the  final  settlement. 
Mr.  H.  oontended  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  ooDstitntion  which  could  prevent  the  pro- 
foBoA  measure,  nnoe  it  was  absolutely  oece^ary 
to  preserve  the  people  from  blling  into  anarchy, 
and  to  prevent  a  foreign  Oovemment  from  pntr 
ing  anns  into  their  hands.  It  was  also  a  qoarter 
of  the  Union  which  it  was  necessary  to  preserve, 
if  we  wished  to  seonre  the  free  navigation  of 
the  UtsdSBppi,  which  we  had  lately  obt^ed 
by  the  Spanish  trea^ ;  for  if  this  oonntry  were 
invaded  by  the  Indians,  or  involved  in  civil 
war,  we  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
when  BO  many  eonriderstions  were  opposed  to 
i^  UiB  amendment  would  be  disagreed  to. 

ib.  HioBOLU  nnderalood  from  the  gentle 
from  South  Oandlno,  that  it  was  not  Intended 
to  inrirt  npon  the  title  of  the  United  States  to 
the  territory  in  qneetioD ;  and  if  they  were  not 
i^  to  decide  mat  the  land  is  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  he  thonght  they  ongbt  not  to 
Mtablidi  a  Government  tdere  withont  paying 
taiiiereq>ect  to  the  rights  of  Georgia,  by  obtain- 

Sher  consent,  as  it  might  prevent  Uiat  smi- 
le settlement  of  which  we  hod  at  present  the 
proqiecL  If  that  State  set  the  value  npon  the 
uid  which  had  been  mentioned,  wonld  it  not 
eirile  the  ntmoct  Jealousy  in  that  country  to 
Ue  forcible  possession  of  It  f  To  dn  this  would 
ewtainly  be  to  establish  an  influence  in  favor  of 
tbe  United  States,  which  would  be  fata!  to  tlie 
daim  o(  Georgia.  Ko  oivcment  had  been  ad- 
duced to  show  the  light  of  the  United  States  to 
tU*  territoo'i  '"'^  m^ely  to  show  the  oanveni- 
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might  be,  and,  as  the  people  would  be  happier 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
propose  to  take  possession  of  it.  But  it  was 
sud  Oeor^a  hao  not  begnn  to  govern  this 
territory.  Neither  have  the  United  States.  She 
may,  for  aught  we  knoir,  be  preparing  to  do  it 
now.  He  thought  there  was  not  a  shadow  of 
protenoe  for  takmg  tbe  course  proposed,  with- 
out first  consulting  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 
He  hoped  tbe  amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  WiLUAHS  said  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
if  this  amendment  were    to  prevail,  the  bill 

light  as  well  be  voted  out  altogether.  The 
bill  hod  two  objects,  viz:  asettloment  of  limits, 
and  the  fixing  of  a  temporary  government.  It 
clear  to  him,  ^m  the  papers  before  the 
inittee,  that  the  United  States  had  a  dear 
title  to  the  country  in  question,  and,  if  this  was 
not  the  case,  there  was  a  saving  clause  in  favor 
of  the  Georgia  clMm.  He  thought  that  State 
ought  to  be  happy  at  the  idea  of  the  United 
States  Sling  a  government  there,  as  it  would 
Bsdst  them  in  their  defence  against  the  Indians. 
If  gentlemen  turned  to  the  acts  of  Congress,  it 
would  he  fonnd  what  a  vast  ezpeuse  the  United 
States  had  heretofore  been  pnt  to  in  defending 
the  frontier  of  that  country.  He  thought  that 
State  had  been  dealt  with  in  a  very  favorable 
manner.  It  was  not  long  since  $100,000  were 
paid  to  their  militia  for  defending  their  frontier. 
He  complimented  Uie  gentleman  from  Georgia 
for  having  advocated  so  ably  the  cause  of  bis 
State.  But  he  thought  that  State  ought  to  coma 
forward  and  show  what  title  ^e  had  to  the 
country.  It  had  been  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  tbe  Spanish  Treaty,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants there  hod  a  ol^m  upon  the  Generd  Gov- 
ernment for  protection,  aud  surely  if  the  State 
of  Qeor^  for  ever  refused  to  give  its  oonaent  to 
a  govenunent  being  established  there,  they 
were  not  for  ever  to  be  withont  government. 
The  people  there  hod  pedtioned  Congress  for  a 
government,  of  which  dottbtless  the  Stale  of 
Qeoigia  was  acquainted  ;  and  tbev  ought  to 
come  forward  in  the  boBiness.  Their  ^enoe 
proved  to  him  that  they  had  no  title  to  that 
country,  Mr.  W.  referred  to  the  manner  in 
which  other  oeesions  had  been  made  to  the 
Union,  and  said  he  thought  Georgia  ought  to 
r^oice  at  the  proposed  establishment,  as  it 
wonld  not  only  be  benefiting  that  State,  but 
the  Union  at  large. 

Mr.  U&ooir  said  if  the  bill  was  intended  to  be 
conformable  to  the  title,  the  amendment  ought 
oertdnly  to  be  agreed  to;  aa,  if  the  United 
States  undertook  to  establish  a  government  at 
the  Natchez,  withont  the  consent  of  Georgia,  it 
oonld  not  be  said  to  be  amicably  dooa  This, 
he  saii^  was  neither  the  proper  time  nor  plaoe 
of  deciding  to  whom  this  territory  belongs. 
The  groat  object  ouglt  to  be  to  get  a  govern- 
ment tberey  and  not  to  talk  about  what  bad 
been  done  for  Georgia.    And  if  the  owsent  of 
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OeoT^a  could  be  obtained  previoiiH  to  the  esteb- 
lishment  of  this  government,  it  was  certainlj 
desirnble  that  it  ahoald  be  obtained.  Tbis 
wonld  not  injnre  the  d^m  of  either.  When 
this  was  done,  some  mode  might  be  agreed  npoQ 
by  which  the  dispute  at  present  anhsistrng, 
might  be  settled.  This  courae  would  prevent 
anj  diffionltiea,  and  the  con.'^nt  might  he  ob- 
tAined  hj  the  time  the  government  could  take 

Mr.  Ons  said  if  the  object  of  the  present  bill, 
oonld  be  obtained  in  a  mode  which  would  pre- 
serve the  rights  of  all  parties  as  they  at  present 
Btand,  snch  a  course  wonld  be  preferable  to  that 
which  flhould  appear  to  relinquish  the  right  of 
one  of  the  parties.  It  stmck  him  that  this 
might  be  ejected  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands. 
The  United  States  assumed  their  right  to 
land,  yet  they  do  not  say  they  meui  to  tni 
deaf  ear  to  the  claim  of  Georgia.  But,  if  the 
amendment  were  adopted,  it  wonld  go  to  re- 
linqnish  tbe  title  of  the  United  States,  and  this, 
he  thoQf^t,  wonld  be  an  excess  of  oomplEusonce 
to  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  only  plaasihle 
reason  given  in  favor  of  the  amendment  was, 
that  if  the  bill  passed  without  it,  it  wonld  ^ve 
offence  to,  and  excit«  jealousy  in,  the  State  of 
Georgia.  But  how  f  Because  Congress  passes 
an  act  to  settle  tbe  interfering  cldma,  and  di- 
rects tbe  appointment  of  commissiooers  to  ^ve 
them  a  compensation  for  what  we  might  take 
withont  it?  Or,  becaase  we  say  we  will  enter 
open  the  territory,  to  which  we  always  laid 
claims,  in  order  to  preserve  peace  and  order  among 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  secure  it  against  the  at- 
tack of  the-Indians  or  of  a  foreign  power  I  Gen- 
tlemen seem. to  take  it  for  granted  that  Georgia 
has  possession  of  this  territory ;  whereas  diose 
who  oppose  the  amendment  contend  it  is  a 
vacant  possession,  and  that  we  have  a  right  to 
take  possession  of  it,  to  hold  it,  not  until  an 
annv  la  raised  to  take  it  from  na,  bnt  nntil  the 
legal  qneelion  of  right  shall  be  decided.  And 
it  could  not  be  said  that  there  was  anything 
offensive  in  this.  If  a  man,  for  insti^ce,  were 
to  enter  npoa  a  piece  of  land,  and  say  he  wouIQ 
never  give  it  np  until  he  was  driven  from  it,  it 
wonld  certainly  be  an  act  of  violence ;  but  if 
he  enter  upon  it  only  to  take  care  of  it,  nntil  a 
h^  decision  can  be  had  as  to  his  right,  such  an 
act  was  perfectly  justifiable ;  and  this  was  in- 
tended in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  KrrrcRA  hopetl,  if  the  bill  passed  at  aQ, 
it  wonld  be  without  the  amendment.  Thisterri- 
tory  was  never  yet  governed  either  by  the  United 
States  or  Georgia,  bnt  had  been  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  Spain,  in  onr  bto  treaty  with 
that  power,  and  we  ought  to  ret^n  possession 
of  it  nntil  the  title  to  it  was  clear.  In  this 
view  of  the  snl(]ect,  he  conld  not  see  how  the 
State  of  Georgia  could  take  offenoe  at  onr  hold- 
ing the  territory  until  the  existing  dispute  was 
settled.  , 

Ur.  Baldwht  said  it  was  to  be  regretted,  as 
this  was  the  last  instance  in  which  this  question 
of  oesrion  ooold  be  preeoited  to  Oongrewi,  lluit 


the 


of  tbe  persons  settled  npon  this 
territory  was  snch  as  should  seem  to  conslnin 
gentlemen  to  depart  from  the  comse  of  tlieir 
former  proceedings  on  this  subject.  He  wss 
ftilly  impressed  with  the  situation  of  that  peo- 
ple ;  bnt  he  thought  little  delay  wonld  be  o«ca- 
sioned  by  the  proposed  application  to  the  ^te 
of  Georgia;  nor  would  that  consent  weaken,  as 
had  been  suggested,  tbe  title  of  the  United 
States.  Or,  if  there  was  any  force  in  the  oVJeo- 
tion,  it  might  be  guarded  against  by  adding 
a  few  words  fn  the  section  wiiich  qieaks  of 
preserving  the  claim  of  Georgia  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  B.  said,  gentlemen  who  bad  turned  thnr 
attention  to  the  map,  wonld  find  that  the  terri- 
tory in  qneslion  is  situate  at  the  south-west 
comer  of  the  United  States ;  the  southern  boim- 
dary  is  latitude  31,  and  the  wcetem  bonndaiy 
the  Mississippi,  which  is  also  the  bonndaiy  (rf 
the  United  Stntes.  Its  extent  is  about  S80  mila 
north  and  south,  and  coming  this  way,  about 
400  miles.  That  part  npon  Which  this  Inll  it 
bottomed,  is  little  more  than  one-third  part  of 
the  whole  of  that  territory.  The  United  Slain 
now  reckon  latitude  8S^  oe  the  boundary  of 
Georgia ;  but  in  the  treaty,  and  till  very  lately, 
it  was  always  reckoned  to  be  81,  which  is  also 
the  boundary  of  the  United  States.  This  was, 
at  any  rato,  a  new  discovecy — the  official  docu- 
ments in  support  of  which  he  had  not  seen.  Il 
was  now  supposed  that  Weet  Florida  extends  to 
latitude  3S^,  and  not  to  81,  which  is  one  degree 
and  a  half  more  than  formerly  supposed.  If 
this  were  BO,  he  wondered  it  had  never  before 
been  discovered  by  England  or  Spain;  VIbj 
was  the  boundtuT  of  the  Unitedi  States  always, 
fixed  at  81  f  He  feared,  that  einoe  it  became 
onr  interest  to  extend  the  boundary,  we  had 
suflfered  that  interest  to  color  our  iudgment 
The  instrnctiona  drawn  out  for  onr  Minirter  by 
a  former  Secretary  of  State  were,  "yon  are  to 
contend  for  latitude  81."  The  ground  upon 
which  he  had  stated  this,  Mr.  B,  thought  irre- 
sistible, and  it  was  thought  we  might  risk  avsr 
upon  it.  Besides,  this  Mi  would  not  cure  the 
evil  for  which  it  was  intended.  There  mif^t 
be  inhabitants  stjll  fiirther  north ;  this  bill  pro- 
vides onlr  for  such  as  are  settled  within  what 
had  bee  J  called  the  Province  of  .West  Florida. 
Mr.  B.  s^d,  he  hod  never  seen  tbe  documents 
which  authorized  this  extension.  He  had,  in- 
deed, seen  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  Ohaimers,  vbix 
he  believed,  was  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  Plantations  in  London;  hut  he  be- 
lieved he  had  drawn  what  he  bad  said  from  tbe 
same  document  which  waa  now  reported,  rii: 
the  extract  fhnn  the  copy  of  the  mstraclinna 
said  to  have  been  given  to  Giovemor  Chtster; 
but  tbe  order  of  King  and  Council  for  eit«iiii- 
ing  it,  the  Attorney  Qenoral  says,  in  page  lltb 
of  nis  report,  is  not  to  h^  found. 

Gentlemen  had  sdd,  why  does  not  tbe  State 
of  Georgia  manifest  a  disposition  to  make  some 
arrangements  respecting  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion.   Hey  hod  done  so.    Aft«r  the  Bevolo- 
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ti«ur7  w*r  in  1?88  or  1TS4,  when  there  was 
to  eipeotetion  that  the  forta  would  have  been 
eneoated,  they  laid  out  a  conntj  there,  and 
■11  the  tltlea  were  dedared  good,  and  where 
Ikeie  was  no  other  title  oconpsnoy  vas  deokred 
te  be  aoffioient^aiid  warraDta  were  to  be  issued 
imxdinstr.  When  he  first  oame  to  attend  his 
doty  in  Congreea,  the  Minister  from  Spain  ar- 
ti>«d  abont  the  same  time,  when  he  pat  in  the 
tl^m  of  Spain  to  this  temlory,  which  prevented 
■oj  thing  further  from  being  done ;  and  as  aoon 
M  it  was  foond  that  the  arrangements  made  by 
Georpa  gare  ombrage  to  the  Spftnidi  Govera- 
ment,  they  were  given  np. 

In  the  year  1788,  the  State  of  Georgia  paased 
■n  act  for  Tfa^'ng  the  oe«on  of  this  territory 
to  tbe  United  Stat«e.  ThiaaotOongrees  referred 
to  a  eommittee,  which  reported  that  GoT«m- 
tneot  on^t  not  to  aooept  i^  the  cewion  on  the 
terms  proposed.  He  bdleved  the  same  dispoai- 
tioa  to  nuko  tbe  cession  wludi  always  baa  ex- 
ited, now  existed.  He  believed  the  diqwsition 
cf  the  government  of  Oeorgia  was  as  &vorable 
to  the  uitereeta  of  the  United  Btatea  as  that  of 
my  other  State.  He  did  not  rise  to  speak  their 
praises;  bat  he  ooold  not  rit  to  hear  them 
hUmed  withont  notioe. 

If  the  proposed  government  was  proceeded 
.  with  withoqt  the  consent  of  Georgia,  it  would 
be  a  d^vliction  of  principle.  He  thought  some 
sort  of  regalation  might  be  made  among  tbfi 
ptaple  ibr  their  own  government,  ontil  Geor- 
gia was  utplied  to.  This  was  not  anew  case. 
There  bad  been  great  aettlementa  in  several 
parta  at  tbe  ooantrrloDg  before  any  govern- 
ment was  provided  Tor  ttem.  Hr.  B.  said^  he 
did  Dot  mean  to  nndervalne  the  claim  of  the 
Uiuted  States;  thej  had  always  a  claim  in 
eirery  ease  of  cession,  bnt  he  hoped^  except 
then  waa  ta  absolute  neoesdty  for  it,  the  osaal 
come  of  prooeeding  woold  not  be  departed 

Hr.  QoKDoa  said,  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
pa  oomplained  that  a  different  course  was  pro- 
BQsed  now  to  be  taken  than  liad  been  adopted 
MTSfarfbre.  In  answer  to  this,  it  was  Bofflcient 
to  say,  thai  where  tbe  circmnatanoes  of  cases 
£lbred,  difl^rait  ooorees  were  necessary.  With 
respect  to  tbe  merits  of  the  bill,  he  thonght  it 
stood  right  at  present    The  aitnation  of  the 


»  attention.  If  gentlemen  were 
■ot  eonvinoed  of  this,  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
Kiiag  into  tbe  bomneas  befbre  the  anhnstlag 
di^oto  between  Georgia  and  the  tTnited  States 
wai  settled.  He  believed,  however,  there  was 
■0  doobt  of  the  fact ;  and  Bnrely  the  gentleman 
beta  Georgia  wonld  not  wtah  that  thew  people 
dioald  live  ooder  a  milftai^  government  for  any 
lagtboftimek  Being  satisfied  of  this  p<nnt,  he 
viued  the  tnU  to  pass  withont  the  amendment, 
■i  tint  mhAt  defeat  altogether  the  pnrpoee  of 
tbe  bOL  The  olaim  of  Oeor^  he  looked  npon 
atlasM  as  doobtfnl ;  and  as  he  considered  the 
Halted  Statei  as  boond  to  protect  all  its  eid- 
mae,  he  thoo^t  tbey  wonu  not  be  Jtuttfled  In 


retaming  these  people  for  answer,  "  we  cannot 
attend  to  yonr  wants  nntil  we  have  Mttled  onr 
diapnto  with  Georgia."  Georgia  might  refbae 
to  negotiate  the  aobject,  and  by  that  raeana 
protract  the  bnsiness  in  a  maimer  which  would 
be  very  inconvenient,  and  perhaps  drive  the 
people  nnder  another  government.  BoEideti, 
if  Georgia  ahoold  refoae  its  oonsent  to  the 
eetahliBhraent  of  a  government  in  that  quarter, 
it  would,  neverthelesa,  be  proper  to  eetabli^ 
one.  The  United  Statea,  Mr.  Q.  aaid,  oame  into 
poeseeaion  of  this  territory  by  treaty.  But  anp- 
poee  it  waa  now  in  poseeesion  of  a  foreign 
power,  would  Oeoigia  att«mpt  to  drive  them 
from  it)  Certainly  not.  It  wonld  amonnt  to 
the  making  of  war  on  a  foreign  power.  Sap- 
poae  Georgia  had  a  tide  to  this  territory,  had 
not  the  United  Statea  the  power  of  depriving 
Georgia  of  it?  Suppose,  in  their  treaty  with 
Spain,  the  United  Btatea  had  anrrendered  to 
Spain  one-half  of  this  land,  or  the  whde  of  it, 
Chaorgia  wonld  have  been  bonnd  hy  such  an 
act;  and  having  got  this  territory  by  treaty, 
they  had  certainly  a  right  to  eetsblish  a  provi- 
monol  government  over  it^  until  the  dispute,  as 
to  the  title,  waa  aettled. 

The  question  of  thta  amendment  was  pnt  and 
negatived  by  48  to  24. 

Mr.  Thatohkb  rose  and  eatd,  he  should  make 
a  motion,  touching  the  rights  of  man,  by  mor- 
ing  to  strike  out  the  excepting  clause  in  the  Sd 
section  of  the  bill.  [It  appears  that  in  the  or- 
dinance establishing  a  government  in  the  North- 
western Territory,  slave^  is  expressly  forbid- 
den, and  this  section  of  the  bill  directs  that 
a  government  rimilar  in  all  respects  to  that 
establiahed  in  the  North- western  Territory  shall 
be  established  in  the  Missiadppi  Territory,  ex- 
cept that  alavKy  shall  not  be  forbidden,! 

Mr.  HAapsB  did  not  believe  hia  friena's  mo- 
don  would  be  a  proper  mode  of  supporting  the 
rights  of  man.  In  the  North-western  Terntoiy 
the  regalation  forbidding  dsvery  was  a  very 
proper  one,  aa  the  people  inhabiting  that  part 
of  the  country  were  from  ports  where  slavery 
did  not  prevail,  and  they  had  of  course  no  slaves 
amongst  them ;  but  in  the  Miaaiasippi  Territory 
it  wonld  be  very  improper  to  make  such  a  re- 
gulation, as  that  speoiee  of  property  already  ex- 
ists, and  persons  emigratiDg  there  from  the 
Southern  States  would  carry  with  them  proper- 
ty of  this  kind.  To  agree  to  such  a  proposition 
would,  therefore,  be  a  decree  of  banishment  to 
all  tbe  persons  settled  there,  and  of  exclusion 
to  all  those  intending  to  go  there.  Be  believed 
it  conid  not,  therefore,  be  carried  into  effect,  ss 
it  struck  at  the  habits  and  cnstoms  <^  tEe  peo- 

Mr.  YARNTif  did  not  know  that  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Oarolina  wished  to  promote 
the  rights  c^  man.  His  observations  showed, 
at  least,  that  he  ^d  not  wiah  to  support  the 
rights  of  all  men ;  for  .where  there  was  a  dispo- 
sition to  retun  a  part  of  onr  species  in  slavery, 
there  could  not  he  a  proper  respect  for  the 
rights  of  mankind.    It  was  true  that  this  Uud 
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of  property  is  held  in  the  Soathem  StatM,  b&- 
oanse  they  cannot,  coiuuteot  with  the  sofetj  of 
the  people  of  those  States,  liberate  them  on  bo- 
connt  of  their  very  great  nambere.  Bnt  they 
OODsi^ered  it  as  a  great  harden  to  be  obliged  to 
hold  them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  Coagresa 
would  have  so  moch  respect  for  the  rights  of 
humanity  as  not  to  legalize  the  ezistence  of 
alavery  any  farther  than  it  at  present  eiiata. 
He  believed  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
was  mistaken  in  saying  that  enoh  a  regnlation 
would  oblige  all  the  inhabitants  settled  in  this 
territory  to  remove.  The  provision  need  only 
extend  to  the  forbidding  of  slaves  being  taken 
Uiere.  What,  stud  he,  ia  the  sitnation  of  the 
North-westetn  Territory  at  this  time!  Z^and 
there  ia  worth  more  thum  in  eome  of  the  old 
settled  States ;  and  he  believed  this  high  price 
of  land,  and  prosperona  condition  of  the  oona- 
try,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  absenoe  of  alave- 
ry. And  if  the  Southern  States  oould  get  dear 
Ot  their  alaves,  the  price  of  their  land  would 
immediat«1y  double.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped  the 
United  States  wonld  prevent  an  increase  of  thia 
calamity ;  for  he  looked  upon  the  practice  of 
holding  blacks  in  slavery  in  this  ooontry  to  be 
«^iaUj  cridiinal  with  tl^t  of  the  Algerinea  cai^ 
rying  oar  dtizens  into  slavery. 

Ur.  Bun^Das  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Maesachnaetts  would  withdraw  hia  motion,  not 
from  any  apprehension  he  had  that  it  would 
obtain;  but  he  hoped  that  he  would  not  indulge 
himself  and  others  in  uttering  philippics  against 
a  practice  with  which  his  and  their  philosophy 
is  at  war.  He  submitted  to  the  gentleman  a 
candor  whether  it  was  ^tiper,  on  every  ooc»- 
ROD,  to  do  this — to  bring  forward  the  Southern 
Statea  in  an  odtons  light,  or  to  gire  his  neigh- 
bor and  colleague  an  opportonity  of  bringiof 
them  forward,  and  comparing  them  with  Al- 
geripeal  He  thought  propriety  and  decency 
towards  other  members  required  that  sncb  lan- 
ffuage  should  be  checked.  He  believed,  if  his 
friend  from  Maagadtnsetts  had  reooUeoted  that 
the  most  angry  debate  which  had  taken  placi 
during  this  sesuon  was  occasioned  by  a  motion 
on  this  Bot^oct,  he  would  not  have  brought  for- 
ward the  present  question.  One  gentleman 
'  saya,  yon  call  these  men  property;   another, 

CIO  h^d  these  men  in  chains;  a  third,  you  vio- 
te  the  rigbts  oi  man  I  And  are  not  these  men 
property!  Do  not  the  people  in  this  territory 
told  them  as  snchl  Did  they  not  hold  them 
under  the  Spanish  Qovemmentt  And  must 
we  thna  address  these  people;  "  Ve  have  made 
a  treaty  which  puts  yon  under  the  rnild  govem- 
meut  at  the  United  States,  but  we  must  take 
tnra  you  your  property;  or  rather,  we  mnst 
Mt  ycHir  blacks  at  liWty  to  cut  your  throats. 
The  rights  of  man  was  the  wateh-word  of  the 
day,  and  Congress  hare  determined  that  yon 
shall  not  possess  this  propterty.  Thev  camiot 
IS  yet  do  alavery  away  altogether — the  day  is 
not  yet  arrived;  but  they  have  determiiiea  it 
shall  not  exist  in  the  IDeeisrippi  Territory." 
Theas,  aaid  Mr.  R.,  are  not  mere  qwcolatiTe 
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opinions.  They  lead  to  more  mischief  than 
gentlemen  are  aware  of;  and  he  trusted  if  the 
gentleman  frbm  Uassachiuette  oould  be  con- 
vinced that  the  discnsmon  of  such  qnestiona  u 
the  present  did  much  mischief  in  certain  ptite 
of  the  Union,  he  woold  not  bring  them  forward. 
He  hoped  he  would  withdraw  the  present  nw- 

Vt.  Gobdon  thonght  that  when  the  gentle- 
man' from  HasBechusetts  recoUeoted  that,  by 
the  establishment  of  this  government,  the  Unit- 
ed States  do  not  establish  their  exolutive  right 
to  this  territorr,  he  wonld  oonsent  to  with- 
draw hia  amendment,  as  that  wuit  to  isy  that 
had  the  absolute  right  of  Jurisdiction,  and 
were  detemimed  to  exercise  it ;  and  in  making 
a  dtfferenoe  between  the  ground  on  which  pro- 

Eerty  was  held  there  fr^m  that  on  which  it  was 
eld  in  Georgia,  they  would  militate  ag^ut 
the  6th  section  of  the  bilL 

Ur.  Ona  hoped  hat  ooUeagoe  would  not  with, 
draw  hia  motion;  and  the  reason  why  he  widied 
this  was,  that  an  opportnoi^  might  be  given  te 
gentlemen  who  came  from  Qke  Mune  part  <^  the 
Union  with  him  to  tnanifest  that  it  ia  not  thdr 
dispoution  to  interfere  with  the  Sontheni  States 
as  to  the  species  of  property  in  qneatioD.  With 
respect  to  the  existence  of  dxmey,  the  Econ 
had  often  heard  geotlemett,  who  are  ownen  at 
slaves,  declare  that  it  is  not  their  fortnos,  but 
their  misfortune  that  they  poeaus  them,  but 
who  still  keep  them,  and  claim  the  right  irf 
managing  them  as  they  think  proper.  He 
thonght  it  wss  not  the  bomneae  of  tnoae  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  tl^  kind  of  property 
to  -interfere  with  that  right;  and  be  rcaOy 
wished  that  the  gentlemen  who  held  slaves 
might  not  be  dqnived  of  the  means  of  keeping 
thera  in  order. 

If  the  amendment  prevuled,  it  would  d«cUi« 
that  no  slavery  shonld  exist  in  the  Natcfacs 
country.  This  would  not  only  be  a  teaieaee 
of  bonishmeut,  but  of  war.  An  immediate  io- 
Burrection  woiUd  probably  take  place,  and  the 
inhabitants  would  not  be  suffered  to  retire  ia 
peace,  but  be  massacred  on  the  spot.  By  pff- 
mitting  slavery  in  this  district  of  country,  the 
nnmber  of  alavee  would  not  be  increased— « if 
emigrants  from  South  Oarolioa  or  Georgia  w«n 
to  remove  into  this  country  they  would  take 
their  alaves  with  them;  and  he  oould  see  mlb- 
ing  in  this  which  could  afilsei  the  phiknthnw 
of  his  friend.  TheNorth-westani  Teniloiy  il 
inhabited  by  &  dceoripUoo  of  pencnu  who  han 
not  been  accustomed  to  hold  alava^  and  there- 


fore the  restriction  i^^greeaUe  to  tbem;  bst 
the  territory  in  question  wiU  be  settled  by  peo- 
ple from  the  Soutbem  States,  wbo  eannot  oilti- 
vate  the  ground  without  alaveB.  He  bcf)C<L 
however,  the  motion  wonld  be  persisted  in,  aiN 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  D.  Foem  hoped,  if  the  motion  ws*  not 
withdrawn,  that  a  long  debate  might  not  b« 
had  npon  it. 

Ur.  TsATCHXB  aaid  he  should  not  withdraw 
hia  motion,  and  t£e  more  it  via  opposed,  balisT^ 
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'm%  his  canse  to  be  good,  the  more  obatinate  be 
AoDld  be  in  its  support. 

)tt.  Gn-Ks  wistied  to  sorest  a  single  idea. 
lbs  present  motioa  was  broaght  forward  from 
Uie  STOwed  motive  of  ftuthering  the  rights  of 
muL  He  did  not  know  whether  the  teodency 
it  it  was  calculated  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
tf  the  daas  of  men  aUaded  to ;  be  believed  not.' 
Oa  the  contrary,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  if  the 
diTM  of  the  Sunthem  States  were  permitted  to 
go  into  this  "Western  oountr?,  by  lessening  the 
number  in  thoee  States,  and  spreading  them 
ant  a  large  surface  of  country,  there  would  be 
■  greater  probability  of  ameliorating  their  oon- 
^Bon,  wMoh  could  never  be  done  whilst  they 
were  crowded  together  aa  they  now  are  in  the 
Boatbem  States. 

Ifr.  Haatlxt  said,  he  had  himself  intended 
to  have  brought  forward  an  amendment  similar 
to  Ibe  present,  but,  on  inquiry,  be  fonnd  ao  many 
ffifBcnltiee  in  the  way,  that  be  was  obliged  to 
■bsodon  iL  He  foond  it  would  interfere  with, 
and  Im  a  seriooa  attack  aponj  the  property  of 
thst  ooQntTY.  He  was  sorry  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  Oongrees  to  gratify  the  wishes  of 
pUlanthn^ists  in  this  respect,  by  doing  away 
dsTeiT  alt<wetlier ;  but  thb  ooold  not  be  done  at 
present,  and  as  be  believed  the  present  amend- 
ment,  if  c*rried,  would  be  attended  with  bad 
tfbcts,  be  should  vote  aeainst  it. 

Hr.  G&LLAiTN  said,  if  be  saw  any  of  the  sreat 
■aoonveiueiieea  which  were  foretold  as  likely  to 
arise  from  this  amendment,  he  shonld  certainly 
Tote  against  it.  He  should  be  extremely  averse 
to  the  sdiqttion  of  any  principle  which  should 
cidter  directly  or  indirectly  lead  to  the  prodi 
tion  of  any  commotion  or  insorgenoy  in  a 
State  who*  tliere  is  a  great  nomber  of  slaves. 
Be  did  not  see  bow  any  snoh  effect  could  be 
prodoced  1^  the  present  motion;  for,  notwith- 
standing wltat  bad  ftOen  from  the  gentleman 
foun  Sontb  Carolina,  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
how  *  regolation  widi  reqiect  to  another  Terri- 


of  slavery  In  the  Hissismppi  Territory  could 
pnidnce  a  worse  effect  than  the  same  regulation 
in  the  North-western  Territoiy,  or  in  Fennsyl- 
vsoisi,  or  in  several  other  States,  The  amend- 
ueot,  therefore,  oonld  not  be  opposed  on  tliat 
groond ;  it  must  be  oa  some  other.  Onght  it 
to  be  t^ect«d  on  the  ground  of  Jnrisdiction? 
Oertainly  not.  The  United  States  intend  to  ex- 
trass  Jmtsdiction  over  that  Territory,  and  was 
there  any  more  reason  for  excepting  this  Joris- 
£etiao  than  any  other  t  If  we  establish  this 
Goremment  we  expect  it  to  he  permanent ;  and 
If  ws  believe  it  is  not  oondacive  to  the  bappi- 
nssH  otMnj  people,  bnt  the  contrary,  to  legalize 
risTery,  when  we  are  about  to  form  a  constitn- 
tioa  for  a  Territory,  its  establisbment  onght  to 
bs  prevented.  Bnt,  if  tbia  amendment  is  react- 
ed, we  establish  slavery  for  the  conntry,  not 
enly  during  its  temporary  government,  but  for 
■D  the  time  it  is  a  State ;  for,  by  the  constant 
■dmiagim  otdsves,  the  number  will  increase  to 
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a  oertaio  degree,  and  when  tlie  Territory  shall 
become  a  State,  the  interest  of  the  holders  will 
be  snob  as  to  procnre  a  constitntion  which  shall 
admit  of  slav«7,  and  it  will  be  thereby  made 

C:nanent.  Having  determined  slavery  was 
policy  for  the  North-western  Territory,  he 
saw  no  reason  for  a  oontrar;  determination  witli 
respect  to  this  Territory. 

There  was,  then,  only  one  solitary  objection 
the  amendment,  and  that  might  easily  be  ob- 
viated. It  was  with  respect  to  the  situation  of 
the  people  already  settled  there  who  are  pos- 
sessed of  alaves.  It  would  be  eitromely  impo- 
litic and  ni\)ast  to  declare  by  ordinanoe  that  the 
Cple  settled  there,  either  under  the  British, 
ahb,  or  Geoigia  governments,  should  be  de- 
prived of  this  kind  of  property ;  and  if  this  waa 
the  effect. of  the  amendment,  be  wonld  vote 
against  it.  Such  a  regulation  wonld  be  attended 
with  tbe  worst  of  consequences;  but  other  words 
may  be  easily  introduced  to  guarantee  the  pro- 


,  tiie  laws  of  the  different  States,  Mr,  G. 
said,  the  importation  of  slaves  is  forbidden ;  bat 
if  this  amendment  does  not  obtain,  he  knew  not 
how  slaves  conld  be  prevented  fhim  being  intro- 
dnoed  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans,  by  persona 
who  are  not  citiiens  of  the  United  States.    He 

ipedj  therefore,  the    amendment  would  be 

Tsed  to, 

Mr.  NioEDLAB  believed  it  not  only  to  be  the 
interest  of  the  Sonthem  States,  bnt  of  the  United 
States,  that  this  motion  should  be  rejeeted. 
They  were  to  le^slate  for  the  whole  of  the 
Union  and  ought  to  consult  the  happiness  of 
the  whole.  It  was  not  for  them  to  attempt  to 
make  a  particular  spot  of  country  more  happy 
than  all  the  rest.  If  it  was  a  misfortune  to  the 
Southern  States  to  be  overwhelmed  with  this 
kind  of  property,  be  asked  if  it  would  not  be 
d(»ng  service  not  only  to  them  bnt  to  the  whole 
Union,  to  open  this  Western  country,  and  by 
that  means  spread  the  blacks  over  a  Ituge  space, 
so  that  in  time  it  might  be  safe  to  carry  into 
effect  the  plan  which  oerlain  phiUnthropists 
have  so  much  at  heart,  and  to  which  be  bad  no 
bjeotion,  if  it  could  be  effected,  viz :  tbe  eman- 
cipation  of  this  class  of  men  t  And  when  this 
country  shall  have  become  sufflcientiy  popnloos 
to  become  a  State,  and  the  Legislature  wishes  to 
disooontenance  slavery,  the  increase  of  slaves 
may  be  prevented,  and  such  means  taken  to  get 
rid  of  slavery  altogether,  perhaps  in  conjanotion 
with  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  who  bv 
that  time  may  be  in  encb  a  situation  as  to  ad- 
mit of  it,  as  sbaU  appear  pmdent  and  proper. 

Mr.  Thatohsr  was  of  an  opinion  direcuy  op- 
posite to  the  gentleman  who  bad  jnst  sat  down. 
Indeed,  they  seldom  did  agree  in  sentiment ;  to- 
day they  differed  very  widely.  He  believed  the 
true  interest  and  happiness  of  the  United  States 
wonld  be  promoted  by  agreeing  to  this  amend- 
ment ;  bei^use  its  tendency  was  to  prevent  the 
increase  of  an  evil  which  was  acknowledged  by 
the  very  gentiemen  themselves  who  are  owners 
of  slaves.    Indeed  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
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(Ur.  Nicholas)  had  freqnoitlj  declared  in  that 
House,  that  daveiy  waa  an  enl  of  great  ma^i- 
tnde.  In  this  respect  tbej  agreed  in  opimoo ; 
for  be  considered  the  exiBtenoe  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States  as  the  greatest  of  evils,  an  evil  in 
direct  hostility  to  the  principles  of  our  Govem- 
meat ;  and  he  believed  the  Oovornnient  had  the 
right  to  take  all  doe  measures  to  diminish  and 
destroy  the  evil,  althongh  in  doing  it  they  might 
Injm'e  the  property  of  some  individuals;  for  he 
never  oonld  he  hronght  to  helieve  that  an  indi- 
vidnal  can  have  a  right  in  any  thing  which  goes 
to  the  deetmction  of  onr  Govermnent,  vis :  that 
be  can  have  a  right  in  a  wrong.  A  property  in 
elaves  is  founded  in  wrong,  and  never  can  be 
right.  He  believed  Oovernmant  mnstof  neoes- 
aity  pnt  a  atop  to  Urn  evil,  and  the  sooner  they 
entered  npon  the  business  the  better, 

Ur.  T.  said,  he  honestly  oonfessed  he  did  not 
like  to  hear  mncb  said  in  that  House  about  tlte 
rights  of  man ;  becaose  of  late  there  had  been 
mnch  ijQackery  as  to  theee  rights.  But,  becanse 
these  rights  had  been  abased,  it  did  not  follow 
that  man  has  no  rights.  Where  legislators  are 
freely  chosen  by  the  people,  and  frequently  re- 
newed ;  where  a  law  cannot  be  passed  without 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  persona  who  pass 
it,  these  rights  cannot  greatly  be  abused ;  ont, 
when  we  taike  upon  us  to  legislate  for  men  against 
their  will,  it  is  proper  enough  to  say  aometlflng 
abont  the  rights  of  man,  and  to  remind  othera, 
who  are  frequently  heard  speaking  of  these 
rights,  that  by  natnre  these  endaved  men  are 
entiUed  to  rights ;  and  on  that  aooonnt  it  was, 
when  he  made  thia  motjon,  that  he  said  he 
would  make  a  motion  touching  the  rights  of 

The  reaaona  offered  eg^nst  tlie  amendment 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  were  a  little 
nngnlar.  He  omtended  tliat  oertwi  States  were 
overflowing  with  atarea,  and  if  not  coloniced  by 
opening  this  wide  tract  of  oonntry  to  them, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  keep  or  manage  them. 
He  always  thonght  that  ooloniring  theae  people 
tended  to  increase  the  race  far  beyond  wnat  it 
wouid  be  when  penned  closely  together. 

Mr.  Gii.88  expMned,  by  saying,  that  he  had 
aaid  nothing  aoont  decrearang  the  number  of 
btacka,  but  of  spreading  them  over  a  larger  snr- 
&oe  of  oonntry. 

Mr.  Thatohkb  aud,  he  understood  the  gentle- 
nuui's  argoment  perfectly ;  thonjrh  he  &A  not 
aeem  to  nnderstand  it  himself.  The  gentleman 
wished  to  take  the  blacks  away  from  places 
'  where  they  are  tanddled  np  together,  and  spread 
them  over  this  territory ;  they  wished  to  get  rid 
of  them,  and  to  plagne  others  with  them.  Bnt 
they  had  them,  and  if  they  determined  to  keep 
them,  he  wished  only  they  should  be  plagued 
with  them.  ^ 

We  are,  aaid  Mr.  T.  abont  to  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment for  a  new  country.  Onrs  originated 
from,  and  was  fbnnded  on  the  rights  of  man, 
npon  which  ground  we  mean  to  protect  it,  and 
conld  there  De  any  pronrietv  in  emanating 
government  from  onra,  in  wbiofa  alavery  is  n 
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only  tolerated,  bnt  aanctioned  by  lawt  Cer- 
t^nly  not. 

It  was  used  as  an  argument  against  thiismeiid- 
ment  that  this  Territory  would  be  peopled  by 
emigrants  from  tlie  Sonthem  States,  vbo  can- 
not work  for  themselves ;  and  on  that  accoont 
they  mnst  have  slaves  to  work  for  them.  If 
this  be  troe,  it  makes  the  people  of  the  Soutbem 
States  onlv  fit  to  superintena  slaves.  The  Un- 
gnage  of  this  is,  that  these  people  cannot  anldst, 
except  they  have  slaves  to  work  for  them. 

For  the  reason  he  had  stated,  he  hoped  ths 
amendment  woold  be  agreed  to ;  but  if  gentle- 
men thonght  those  who  at  present  hold  elava 
in  the  Territory  shonid  be  protected  In  iLem, 
he  ahonld  not  be  opposed  to  their  holding  them 
for  a  limited  period. 

The  question  was  pnt  and  negatived,  there 
being  only  12  votes  in  its  favor. 

Adjaurned  till  Monday.  * 

MoimAT,  March  30. 

Qtorgia  Limitt. 

MiaaMCTPn  TKaBrrosT — Su.vzbt. 

The  Honse  agiun  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  an  amicable 
aettlement  of  limita  with  the  Slate  of  Georgia; 
when,  aSier  striking  ont  the  words  "claimiag 
mtder  it,"  in  the  fifth  section,  and  adding  (ito 
new  sections,  the  committee  roae,  the  Hoqm 
oonourred  in  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  wu 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 

One  of  the  aoctiona  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mur 
LXDOX,  and  was  in  the  following  words; 

"  That,  ftom  KtA  ifter  the  eMabliihrneet  it  d> 
wtiA  govenuuent,  the  people  c/  the  ■Torewid  tcnimj 
diBlI  be  entitlftd  to  and  wegaj  all  and  nngalu  tM 
rights,  privilweB,  and  advurtagBa,  granted  to  (be  peo- 
ple of  the  temtoiy  of  the  Unltwl  Slates  nora-wtdrf 
the  river  Ohio,  in  and  by  Che  aAxenid  ordinsnce  rf 
the  18th  day  of  Jnly,  In  Uie  jear  1767,  in  u  fa]]  ud 
ample  manuer  as  tho  game  ire  possaMod  and  anjoju 
by  the  people  of  tha  said  la9t4unlioiwd  tgrritor;* 

The  other,  moved  by  Mr.  Habfkb,  was  to  tha 
following  eSbet : 

"  That,  &om  and  aRer  the  eataUidimant  of  ^ 
■Icaeeaid  menmea^  it  shtll  not  be  lawful  ftc  UT 
penoD  to  fmpoit  or  bring  into  the  aaid  tsiritny,  boo 
any  part  w  place  withoDt  &e  limits  of  tha  Cnilta 
Statei,  KBj  Amn  or  alavaa,  on  paJn  of  fbrMting  tl)rM 
hurkdred  doUan  for  ereiy  JUm  ao  brought  odb-WT  t> 
the  United  Statea,  and  the  other  h^  to  tii*  p«^ 
who  (ball  roe  for  the  mm ;  mod  eveir  peiton  lo  in- 
pealed  ihall  be  entitled  to  and  recam  hii  or  liet 

When  this  seotion  was  proposed,  Kr,  THitcH- 
KB  moved  to  atrike  ont  the  words  "  withoni  tha 
limits  of  the  United  Btetea,"  so  as  to  have  mads 
it  tmlawfol  to  have  brooght  any  slave  there; 
but  the  motion  was  not  aeccoided. 

•  Thit  vu  tlu  flnt  dab^os  tlw  prohlUtloB  oCBlmrr  ■• 

■TsrrltoTjwhlshtookpUMiindnlberidanlCoEatltiaii*, 
ud  It  la  to  b«  obMned  U*t  tbt  BouatatlBul  poxr  i* 
CoDjnn  to  mika  th*  praUbltJon,  wh  b«I  qneMlond  ^ 
tBj  QMiku.    EqedlenI  ot()SB(lDU  only  won  ul*d- 
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TnxsDAT,  March  Vl. 
The  Vm  ftom  the  Senate  for  an  omloable  set- 
flemeat  of  limits  with  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  waa 
ftmti  with  amendmentB. 

SdatioM  with  IhtneA 

lb.  Baldwik  hoped  the  House  would  now  re- 
Mdve  itaelf  into  a  Oommittee  <^  the  Whole  on 
tte  state  of  the  TJnioii. 

After  a  few  obserratloiis  from  Ur.  Bswau, 
*e*'"«t|  and  from  Ur.  Kioholu  in  favor  of  go- 
bs into  th«  bnsineae  of  the  OnioD,  the  Hooae  re- 
nlVed  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
that  aalyeat,  Ifr.  Dxnt  in  the  ohair;  when  the 
PnaiDKMT's  Ueaaa^  of  the  IStfa  instant  having 
been  read, 

Itr.  SpBiae  rose  and  obseired,  that  everf  snV 
JMt  which  came  before  the  Oommittee  ot  the 
Whtde  on  the  state  of  the  Union  must  neceaaa- 
rilr  be  important ;  but  he  believed  there  never 
was  anj  mora  so  than  that  which  was  preeented 
to  them  bf  the  Meswge  of  the  pBEsioaRT  which 
had  be«n  read.  Separated  as  we  are  from  En- 
rope  hj  an  immense  ocean,  it  were  to  be  wished 
that  we  were  eqnall;  separated  from  its  DolitJcal 
Msicenia,  and  that  we  ahonld  have  to  ao  with 
them  no  fhrther  than  what  relates  to  ooinmerce. 
Tim,  onhappily,  bad  not  been  the  case,  and 
thwe  now  ezuted  pdnftal  differenoea  between 
tUs  coimtr;r  ud  the  French  RepnbUo.  The 
«  wluoh  had  Jnst  been  read  was  an  evi- 


peared  neoenar^  that  the  House  shooli 

whether  this  oonnti7  was  to  have  peaoe  or  war. 
This  was  a  aol^ect  la  which  the  bwt  interests  of 
the  Unkm  were  deeply  oonoemed,  and  he  hoped 
thehnsineai  wooldDemetftdljaDd&irlr.  The 
TtEtaam  had  informed  the  Honse  that  the 
pnteot  state  of  things  is  changed  fhan  what  It 
ma  when  he  prohibited  the  aiming  of  merohant 
TBMulu,  and  that  therefore  he  had  withdrawn 
tint  TOohlhilion.  Whether  the  <»der  fixmerl; 
iHoed  by  the  FBxaronr  fbr  thia  pnrpoee  was 
in  coafomaity  to  the  sjurit  or  letter  of  the  law, 
waa  not  of  uupmlaooe  now  to  ijiquire;  the  ef- 
laot  had  been  benefloial,  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portioD  aa  the  prohibition  had  been  benefloial 
venld  be  the  evila  of  withdrawing  it.  Inorder 
to  aacert^  the  aenae  of  the  oommittee  npon 
what  meaanrea  maj  be  proper  to  be  taken  in  the 
l^eamt  crid^  be  ihonid  ofi^  the  fbUowing  re- 
atrfntaooa  to  thdr  oonnderatirai : 

BuBh  li.  That  it  tatheoIlinknertU•oanlmltte^ 
tttf  endsr  t**^**^  drcnmilaiioN,  It  ii  not  szpodiant 
Ab  Ae  United  States  to  resart  to  nr  tgtuM  tb« 


Bttahtd,  fr^.  That  proridon  oo^t  to  be  nude  bf 
lav  ftr  I  Ml  ill  lliig  the  arming  of  monhuit  tsmsIi, 
!■  m  wUeh  the  piMtlce  wm  heietofoie 


KmaUtd,  ^,  That  adeanata  pravUm  dull  be 
SMda  hj  law  far  tin  protecuon  erf  cm  seseoast,  and 
im  Aa  btanal  daftnee  of  tha  oonoti;. 
The  fbat  reeolntlon  bring  taken  np, 
Mr.  SrraeuTn  aaid  tha^  fbr  himMlf^  he  oonld 
■M  agree  to  the  propoaod  reaolntjon.    He  did 
Toa.IL-1* 


not  mean,  by  this  disagreement,  to  express  an 
opinion,  that,  at  this  moment,  it  was  expedient 
to  go  to  war  with  the  Frendi  Bepnblic ;  bnt  he 
thought  the  fbrmai  deolaration  of  the  oontrarr 
aentimmt  was  higtily  improper.  The  present  b 
apoiod  of  menace  and  of  danger,  of  ii^Jnrrand 
ontrage^  and  whatever  might  be  the  expediency 
of  the  actaal  crius,  jet  he  had  no  heritation  to 
avow  his  briief  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  war  most  be  resorted  to,  or  ttw  national 
honor  and  interest  be  abandoned.  The  oondnet 
of  France  was  oalonlated  to  excite  or  Jnatif^  no 
other  expectation ;  and  nnder  snoh  droomstan- 
oea,  with  mieh  proepeotej  he  oonld  by  no  means 
consent  to  a  format  declaration  of  non-redstanoe. 
Beaidea,  it  is  contrary  to  the  nsnal  and  or^nary 
conrse  of  Lcnislative  proceeding,  to  pase  mere 
negative  reeolationsL  The  power  of  declaring 
var  being  vested  in  the  Otoureaa,  so  long  as  the 
Congreaa  shall  forbear  to  deolara  war.  It  is  a 
sofBoient  expresrion  of  thrir  sentiment  that  andi 
a  declaration  would  be  inexpedient :  it  is  the 
only  proper  ezpressicm  of  snch  a  sentiment ;  and 
it  can  be  no  more  right  to  reeolve  that  we  will 
not  reaort  to  war,  than  it  wonld  be  to  pan  an 
act  to  declare  it  wonld  be  inexpedient  to  make 
a  law  for  the  r^nlation  of  bankroptOT  or  any 
other  tnnnloipal  ooneem.  Kiwever  dedrable, 
therefore,  he  admitted  nnanhnlty  to  be,  at  a 
time  like  the  preeeniL  he  finuid  it  impoarible 
to  uree  to  the  reeoiODon. 

Tax.  Baldwin  ^d  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man last  Dp ;  he  tlunu^t  the  readntion  proper 
and  tna  from  excefit£>n.  We  wwe,  he  said, 
twenty'three  yean  ago^  when  we  were  abont 
beghining  the  war  with  <3reat  Brltidn,  in  e  slt- 
ni^on  dmUar  to  the  pceautt;  bnt  we  were  then 
without  many  adranbigee  whioh  we  now  havet 
We  were  thni  wlthont  any  common  tie,  exoept 
what  arose  titm  eommon  bttweat  No  meanr 
eziated  of  holding  oonferenoe  together,  bnt  na- 
tnra  pointed  ont  the  ooorse  to  be  taken^  and 
repreaentativea  flK«n  diflbrent  parta  (rftheoonn* 
try  wera  travelling  at  the  same  moment  to  hold 
oomuel  together,  and  to  speak  tbdr  sentimentu 
The  gentleman  who  has  Jnst  taken  his  teat  af>- 
prehends  war  most  be  the  ecmseqiunoe  of  onr 
present  sitoatioo. 

Mr.  B.  sidd  this  was  the  first  tbne  that  the 
question  of  dedarlngwar  had  ever  presented  tt- 
aei^  and  apoo  whidi,  he  bdlered;  there  nif^ 
be  a  ^^renoe  cf  aplni<m  aa  to  Ute  exerciae  of 
that  power.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  wanfamly 
that  onr  oonstitntlon  is  Inipufect;  bnt  eveiy 
aodety  vAioh  has  a  written'  oonstitntlon  most 
have  reooorse  to  it  fi>r  direction.  It  wonld  be 
im[voper  therefore  to  inqidre  what  annciy  the 
L^^tore  onght  to  have  in  the  declaring  of 
war;  whether  it  is  not  proper  Qiat  all  the  dr- 
cumstanees  relative  to  aaOs  a  state  should  be 
before  them.  He  ^d  not  beOeve  it  was  Intend- 
ed that  thia  House  diootd  merely  be  the  lnstrD> 
meot  to  give  the  sonnd  of  war ;  the  enttjeot 
seemed  to  be  ^aced  wholly  in  the  lunds  of  the 
Le^stnre.  This  was  the  understanding  of  the 
oountry  when  tiiwe  was  no  Ooveminent  in  ez- 
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isteuoe,  and  he  beliered  this  was  the  meaning 
of  the  oonstitntion.  The  eonntry  lb  now  every 
where  agitating  this  qneation  of  peaoe  or  war, 
and  he  tnuted  they  would  not  be  left  to  grope 
their  way  in  the  dark  on  this  important  qoeetian. 
The  pBzeiDKtra  had  informed  the  Eonae  that  all 
bopea  of  a  negotjatioiiwere  at  an  «nd.  He  wu 
willing  to  take  the  information  aa  it  waa  given, 
without  going  into  the  Oabinet  of  Uie  Kxecative, 
and  to  take  raeasaree  aooordingly.  But  when 
some  pervoDs  declare  that  the  present  state  of 
things  is  already  a  state  of  war;  that  the  conn- 
try  is  going  on  in  it ;  that  the  die  is  cast,  and 
that  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  ta  go  on  with 
it  aa  well  as  we  can,  if  the  Honse  does  not  be- 
lieve this  to  be  a  tme  position,  this  resolution 
onfi^t  to  be  agreed  to,  which  went  to  say  that 
the  Hoose  does  not  oondder  the  present  ft  state 
itfwar,  bnt  a  (tate  of  peaoe. 

Ur.  OrtB  sud,  if  the  geodetuan  who  made 
the  motion  wonld  oonwnt  to  lua  the  oonstitn- 
tional  words  on  this  oocsdon,  he  apprehended 
there  wonld  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  He 
meant  that  instead  of  saying  "  to  resort  to  war," 
to  say  "  to  deolare  war." 

Hr.  SpBioa  said,  the  reecdn&ia  whidi  be  had 
[a^)poeed  had  not  been  the  work  of  a  moment, 
and  he  did  not  feel  dispoaed  to  make  the  alter»- 
llona  proposed. 

Til.  Orm  added,  then  he  ehoold  [vopoae  to 
strike  out  the  words  "reaort  to,"  and  insert 
"  dedare^"  m  he  was  ot  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man A-om  Pennsylvania,  Qti.  SrrQSzavKy  that 
the  only  satdeots  fit  for  oisonsdmi  were  active 
meosnrett  and  that  it  was  not  regular  to  deolare 
irtten  they  wonld  not  do  a  thing. 

Mr.  PnroKNKT  was  deeironi  of  settling  this 
motion  bv  tbe  previons  qnestion ;  bnt  he  was 
informed  by  tlie  Oh^r  that  sneh  a  motion  would 
not  be  in  order  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Datk«  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  he  hoped 
his  Mend  from  Moseaobiuetts  would  withdraw 
the  motdonhehadjnato^red,  in  order  to  make 
room  for  one  he  had  to  oner,  which  would 
render  the  flrat  reeolntion  more  general,  more 
innooent,  and  yet  eciaally  or  more  efficadons, 
and  wonid  teat  the  sinoenty  of  the  advocate  of 
that  resolution  as  to  th^  professed  anxiety  for 
the  muntenance  of  peace.  Upon  Hr.  One 
withdra'wiiu  his  motiim,  Ur.  D.  moved  to  strike 
oot  the  woi>3s  "ag^nst  the  Frenidi  Repnblio  " 
and  declared  that  althon^  he  deemed  tlie  whde 
reacdatiim  anneoenary,  and  oonridwed  it  as  not 
natnralhr  growing  ont  of  tbe  Pbmidmt's  Uea- 
■oge,  whioh  did  not  call  opon  ns  to  deolare  or 
make  war,  yet  as  it  aaiBt  be  the  intention  of  the 
mover,  or  of  some  other  member  to  follow  it 
np  with  like  deolarationa  in  relation  to  all  other 
nations  with  whom  the  TTolted  States  had  any 
ioterootuM,  provided  they  acted  consistent^, 
he  thought  it  better  to  make  the  resolntioa  a 
general  one^rai  if  it  aboold  be  ofterwvds 
negatived.  He,  fi^  himself^  was  as  ready  to  aay 
that,  nnder  fl^stina  olremnstancw,  It  waa  as  ex- 
pedient for  tbe  Umted  States  to  go  to  war  with 
any  other  notion  aa  with  the  Proioh  Bepnblio. 


He  saw  no  reason  why  that  particnlar  poww 
■honld  be  an^ed  out  in  the  manner  propoaed; 
and  as  he  waa  for  coltivsting  peace,  not  with 
one  only,  bnt  with  all  the  nations  of  tiie  world, 
he  was  willing  so  to  deolare  his  dispontitm,  if 
tmy  declaration  was  proper  on  tbe  oocudoiL 
It  was  also  to  be  observed,  tbat  it  oonld  not 
with  propriety  be  ol^ected  agdnst  the  amend- 
ment that  there  was  no  other  nation  with  wbotn 
we  were  in  danger  of  entering  into  hostility, 
for  the  tables  of  the  Honse  hod  been  loaded 
with  oommnnications  relative  to  the  encroaoh- 
ments  and  nnressonable  demands  of  snoth«r 
conntry,  which  had  occorioned  an  opinwhenntHi 
that  tbe  United  States  wonld  be  driven  to  the 
neoeeaity  of  a  war  in  ordw  to  obtain  ponesnoo 
of  it«  own  territory.  1^  therefore,  gentlemen 
were  anxions  to  ooltivato  harmony  with  tbe 
Frenoh  on]  j,  then  the  r«Bolntion  as  first  moved, 
was  proper  for  their  adoption;  bnt  if  the  pr*- 
servation  of  peace  with  all  was  their  real  ot^ect, 
then  be  tmsted  that  the  amendment  oonld  not 
with  propriety  be  r^eoted  by  those  gentlenMo 
who  had  IntTodnoad  and  sdvocat«d  a  propo^ 
tion  the  utility  of  which,  nnder  any  modBo- 
tion,  he  owned  for  Mnralf,  he  conld  not  diseem, 
although  he  waa  willing  to  render  it  as  nnai- 
oeptionable  as  posdble  befbre  it  waa  deoded 

UIKHL 

Ur.  Spsios  Informed  the  gentJvnan  from 
New  Jersey  that  the  reason  why  tbe  IVeodi 
Bepnblio  was  inserted  in  the  restdntion  mi 
beoanae  It  was  fbnnded  on  the  UesMge  of  lb« 
Prasmrat,  wM<di  related  solely  to  the  Frendi 
RepnbUo.  For  his  part,  he  waa  not  desiroai 
of  war  with  any  power  on  earth. 

Ur.  Hasfeb  seconded  the  motaon  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  beoftnae  he  Oion^ 
It  wonld  be  better  in  ^t  shape.  He  had  ne 
particnlar  objection  to  the  resolDtion  aa  pn^MS- 
ed,  only  that  he  tbon^t  it  a  reoolntion  shcRt 
nothing ;  bnt  as  it  miafat  gratify  the  mover  sod 
some  oUiers,  he  shomd  not  Mijeet  to  it.  He 
was  not  himself  disposed  for  war,  hot  for  peaee^ 
while  peace  oonld  be  preserved.  Bnt  he  new 
said,  and  wonld  not  s^,  that  war  woe  the  wont 
thing  whidi  oonld  happen  to  this  oonntry ;  be 
thoi^t  snbmisdon  to  the  a^renlMis  of  ■ 
foreign  power  infinitdy  wotM.  If  gentltnica 
meant  by  agreeing  to  this  reMdntion,  to  pm- 
vent  the  oonntzy  from  b«faig  pnt  into  a  sMta 
of  defenoe;  If  they  meant  Dy  U  to  elfoct  li 
entering  wedge  to  snfamisEnon,  he  tmst«d  ther 
wonld  find  themselvM mistaken;  forthon^bs 
tmlieved  the  tne  intwest  at  the  oonntrv  lay  in 
peace,  yet  he  was  not  disposed  to  recede  flwt 
any  measoree  which  he  thought  proper  throng 
fear  of  war.  Or  did  gentlemen  intond,  hf  Ihia 
qneetion  of  peace  or  war,  to  enlist  tbe  popnltt 


proper  measures  btiog  token  fbr  tbe  d< 

tbe  ooontry  t  If  this  was  th^  view  be  ihmild 
betheflrsttoslzipoffthedisgtdaeL  He  troted 
that  this  was  not  the  case,  aa  be  saw  it  cwnert- 
ed  with  another  resolntion  which  prt^ioaed  the 
toeing  of  measores  for  tbe  deCuioe  of  the 
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found  these  two  qnestioiu,  and  a 
KRDUied  to  take  no  meaanreB  of  defenoe  len 
dM^ibonld  lead  to  war,  let  them  safao.  He 
Mieved,  however,  tbe  dislinotion  was  well  uo- 
duatood  bj  tbe  AJn^ieau  pec^le. 

Mr.  GiUB  believed  Qiia  the  proper  time  to 
deolara  wbether  the  oonntr;  ahonld  rem^  In 
peaee  <v  go  to  war.  He  ihonght  tbe  reaolntitHi 
woptt  ■■  it  stood,  beeasse  founded  on  the 
Me«nm  of  the  FsmnsHT,  In  which  the  Freoeh 
B^mUio  is  odIt  named.  There  waa  e,  pert  of 
duU  Ibaaage^  he  wid,  which,  in  hia  opinion, 
anrannted  to  a  dedaralion  of  war.  The  Pbksi- 
omtn  tella  tbe  Honae,  "  that  tbe  aitnation  of 
things  Is  materially  changed  mnoe  be  iaened  hia 
iwder  to  prevent  the  an^ng  of  merchant  vee- 
■ola.''  Aa  fir  as  he  nnderatood  1h»  aitnation 
of  tbe  United  Statea  at  that  time,  It  was  a  state 
of  nevCralitj.  If  that  atate  ia  changed,  and 
tbe  presoit  is  not  a  state  ctf  nentraHtr,  be  wished 
to  now  what  is.  He  knew  only  <n  two  states, 
a  state  t£  neutrali^  and  a  atate  of  war    '-  - 


i,  if  the 

Staxh,  oonld  declare  war,  we  are  now  in  war. 
Bdieving,  however,  that  Oongress  bad  alone 
Ao  power  to  dedate  war,  be  tlunght  it  time  to 
dedare  what  the  state  of  tbe  nation  is.  He  did 
not  know  whether  tbe  oMeot  might  not  be 
anawerad  by  the  reotdntiDn  being  general,  as  be 
wan  and  abrayi  bad  been  (notwUbstanding  in- 
Minatiftnii  to  the  conlraiy)  ualnat  war  with 
any  natian  npon  the  earth.  He  looked  npoa  it 
aa  tbe  greatest  calami^  which  ocnld  be&l  any 
Batfam;  and  whatever  may  be  the  phantoms 
raised  in  petqteotive  of  national  honor  and 
^osyim  sobh  a  state,  they  will,  in  the  end,  all 
nmre  bUaokms.  He  beUeyed  no  nation  ought 
o  to  war  exoept  when  attaoked;  and  thia 
*  war  be  ahonld  be  as  ready  to  meet  aa 
■ly  one.  Mr.  G.  said,  gentlemen  were  eon- 
tfatmUy  making  of  the  degraded  state  of  tbe 
Bstion,  when  their  own  measoree  had  led  to  it. 
Ob.  Hum  denied  that  he  had  ever  said  tbe 
■atioK  waa  in  a  degraded  atate.)  Ur.  Q.  was 
net  aora  that  he  had  said  it,  but  be  believed  he 
badfre^nendy beard  it  Hebetievedwewerein 
a  atate  which  reqnired  the  otmost  vigor;  bnthe 
Aoo^  ereiy  measure  ahonld  be  anrided  which 
ndg^  iBToIve  the  eonntry  in  war.  For  if  we 
wtreto  go  to  war  with  tbe  IVeni^  at  {veaent, 
be  knew  not  what  ever  ooidd  tako  [daoe  which 
eauldprodooepeaoe;  itmnstbeawar  trfexter- 
mtaitioD.  Mr.  G.  did  not  know  that  the  pre- 
«at  qnestum  waa  vary  impcvtant :  hot  belie  ving 
it  atnetly  ooDformable  to  tbe  Meaeage  of  the 
ftm»n',  h«  aboold  be  in  &vor  of  it  as  it  atood. 


Unfof 


Mr.  NuHOLia  coneidered  thia  amendment  aa 
ilifiMtiiw  tbe  reeolntion.  Was  there  nothing, 
be  miuS,  whi^  oallod  tar  a  declaration  of  the 
Uad  pn^Maed  I  Waa  it  not  dear  to  eveir  one 
Aat  tM  oonntiT  ma  goliig  &st  into  a  state  of 


[H.  or  IL 

war,  and  On  the  words  of  Mr.  SirfiBBAvas)  waa 
it  not  to  be  expected  t  Ought  not  the  Leglalsr 
tore  then,  (who  alone  have  tbe  power  of  declar* 
ingwar,)  to  determine  tlie  state  of  the  oonntrv, 
and  say  whether  tbey  mean  to  go  immediate^ 
towarornott  He  Uionsbt  the  neoeesitT  of  the 
resolndon  was  snfficientiy  evident,  by  the  mo- 
tion which  had  been  made  to  change  the  words 
from  "resort  to  war,"  to  declare  war;  in  the 
one  case  the  mischief  waa  met,  whilst  the  other 
meant  nothing.  And  if  gentlemen  were  ready 
to  say  we  were  not  prepared  to  declare  war, 
and  at  the  aame  were  not  ready  to  aay  It  is  not 
expedient  to  resort  to. war,  it  proved  that  they 
thoQght  war  might  be  made  without  being  de- 
clared. He  asked  whether  gentlemen  did  not 
believe  the  Exeondve  had  taken  meaenree  which 
wonU  lead  to  wart  And  that  if  be  were  at 
liberty  to  act  upon  a  change  of  droomstanoM 
between  this  eonntry  and  otben^  Oongieaa  wer« 
not  bronght  liito  a  sitnatlon  in  which  they  had 
no  oboioel  Many  disonasioDg  had  heretofioe 
taken  ptaoe  wx  the  oonstitntimi,  hot  he  had 
never  heard  it  donbted  that  OonmM  bad  tbe 
power  over  the  progreaa  of  what  Ted  to  war,  aa 
well  as  the  power  <tf  declaring  war ;  bot  if  the 
PwaiDDrr  oonld  take  the  nMasnrea  whieb  he  had 
taken,  with  respect  to  arming  merchant  vesMla, 
he,  and  not  Ocmgreaa,  had  the  power  <rf  making 
war.  He  asked  wbetbM-,  when  report  went  ao 
&r  as  to  speak  of  an  allianoe,  ofiteiaive  and  do- 
with  a  fbrdgn  country,  tt  waa  not  time 
I  to  a  declaration  on  tbe  soljeotl  8np- 
snoh  an  allianoe  was  fbtmed,  would  it  not 
lid  that  Omgreaa  are  bomid  to  oany  it  into 
eflbott  He  knew  it  would,  though  he  should 
redst  the  doctrine.  iSi.  N.  said,  ne  dtould  be 
as  unwilling  to  submit  to  any  fordgn  conntiT 
as  the  genueman  fhHU  Sooth  Oaidina ;  bot  be 
oould  not,  Hke  that  gentleman,  say  be  was  not 
afraid  of  war.  I  am,  said  he,  afraid  <^  it.  This 
country  affbrda  me  all  tbe  h^inees  I  ean  widi 
or  hope  for,  and  I  know  war  inll  be  destructive 
to  it  What  was  the  diflbrenoe  between  hlni> 
self  and  that  gentknian  in  tbia  renieot,  be  oonld 
not  tell;  it  was  to  him  sorpriMng  that  any 
geuHMun  should  be  without  fear  as  to  tbe 
"ifnbt^^  of  war.  He  waa  c4  opinlMi  that  the 
step  taken  by  tiie  Pbbrdert,  with  reqpeot  to 
mwehant  Teasela,  went  to  dedare  that  we  reated 
onr  oauae  on  arma,  whloh  waa  noteaknlated  to 
[ffodDoeaziygoodeSMinourf^vtff.  Be  htmed 
tbe  amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to :  if  it 
waa,  be  sbonld  vote  agdnat  the  resolution  tteelf ; 
and  he  did  not  tUnk  the  geofleman  from  New 
Jersey,  when  he  read  the  Kesaage  of  the  Pum- 
DKMT,  oould  think  there  was  aa  mudi  danger 
of  a  war  with  any  other  eovdry  as  with  me 
IVeooh  Bepnblio. 


&mdve,i 


pose  SI 
be  said 


olaree  we  are  not  prepared  to  resort  to  war. 
He  bdleved  no  nation  or  manwbobadeconmon 
onderatanding  oould  be  fond  of  war.  Hie 
people  of  lids  country  have  yet  tbe  reoolleetiaB 
of  Uw&taleSeota<rfthelatowar.    But  there 
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■re  two  IdodB  of  wv,  offiniriTe  and  defenriTe. 
He  wubed  gentlemen  to  distingniBb  between 
them ;  fbr  Ihon^  he  was  reedy  to  deoUre 
egeinat  ofibneiTe  war,  and  to  wbmit  to  email 
IqJnriM  rather  than  make  de&n^TB  war,  ~~' 
he  was  not  wUliag  to  m;  he  shonld  not 
readj  to  defend  his  oonntry  agunst  the  attack 
of  any  foreign  power  whatever.  He  hoped 
he  ehoold  be  believed  in  this  declaration,  as 
he  bad  formerly  been  emplojed  in  the  de- 
fence of  it;  and  if  gentlemen  meant  that 
though  fbreign  nations  attempt  to  sirade 
our  territoTj,  and  to  redac«  as  again  -a  the 
oolonies  of  a  foreign  power,  tbej  wonld  not 
r^l  them,  he  oonld  not  Join  them  in  opinion. 
And  thoogb  be  ehonld  vote  for  the  reeoln- 
tion  Bs  moved  to  be  amended,  be  should 
feel  himself  at  perfect  liber^  to  defend  his 
oonntrj  in  case  of  attack.    He  wondered  the 

rtleman  from  Virginia  sbonld  object 
the  reaolntion,  beeaose  it  was  general,  as  it 
inoladed  the  Frendi  B^nbUo  as  well  as  all 
otiiernallona. 

Vr.  RuTUDOi  troBted  the  senthnents  wbioh 
the  geotiouui  fh>m  New  Ywk  had  expreeaed 
woold  gorem  the  committee,  and  that  ail  were 
readr  to  807,  that  though  we  velne  the  bleerings 
of  peaoe,  yet  we  are  ready  to  resist  iosolt  and 
iqjnry  tiim  whatever  quarter  thej  oome.  " 
h^edthiswonldbetheoondnctof thiscon  _.,, 
and  notwtUistandhig  mnoh  had  been  heard  abont 
British  psrtiM  ana  French  partiea,  that  all 
wotdd  nnite  in  this  drtwmlnaUcm.  This  being 
his  ixriidMi,  he  ahmild  vote  for  the  amendment ; 
and  he  hoped  gentlemen  woold  beeatiafied  with 
this  dedwation,  and  that  no  more  wonld  be 
heaid  of  a  p^rty  in  the  Honee  in  &Tor  of  war. 
Tbon^  he  meant  to  vote  for  tlie  resotntion,  he 
tlioD^t  it  Tmneeeasaiy;  bnt  in  theae  daya  of 
Jealoniy  and  snmidon,  if  be  wwe  not  to  vote 
for  It,  be  shonld  expect  to  be  told  he  was  in 
tHrorot  war, 

Gendemen  asked  irtiether  war  is  not  ap- 


proBohingt    And  whether  the  Ezecniive  la  not 
nastening  it?    To  the  Utter  qnee^on  be  w( 
'   r  in  the  negative;  with  respect  to 


le  wonld 


other,  he  could  not  answer,  as  it  depended  on 
France,  and  so  versatile  and  nnoertain  is  ereiy 
thing  in  that  conntry,  that  no  dependenoe  can 
hehadnponit  Mr.K.  said,  at  the  last  searion, 
when  we  had  no  interoonrae  with  France,  be 
thought  it  neoeeaary  we  shonld  have  it :  that 
interoonree  had  proved  ineffBctnal;  andfhoo^ 
be  linoerelT  wished  for  peace,  yet  be  saw  scoofr- 
thing  in  tne  oondnot  at  France  which  almost 
pretwided  hope. 

The  gwtleman  from  Virginia  had  said,  that 
tUs  oonntry  had  frequently  been  stated  as  in  a 
degraded  state.  He  did  not  recolleot  to  hare 
made  the  declaration,  bnt  thie  was  his  oi^idoD. 
When  OBT  national  ri(^ta  bad  been  violated; 
when  onr  omnmeroe  had  been  depredated; 
when  the  vessels  of  belligerent  powers,  which 
bad  sOQ^t  an  asylnm  in  onr  waters,  bad  been 
plundered  and  bomt,  he  thought  it  oeoessarT 
to  go  into  measures  of  deftaoe.    He  thought 


our  frigates  onght  not  to  have  remuned  st  the 
wbarvee ;  that  onr  extenajve  seeooast  on  wbicb 
is  mnob  wealth,  should  not  be  unprotected:  be 
thought  onr  sesoorts,  the  principal  depots  of 
our  revenue,  onght  to  have  been  fortified.  He 
Joined  his  friends  in  their  attempts  to  hsve 
carried  theae  measnrea,  and,  when  they  fidkd, 
he  oonld  not  help  thiDUng  his  oonnlty  was  in  a 
degraded  atate  and  that  she  had  lost  the  qdrit 
which  animated  hM"  in  the  year  177D.  Hehc^wd, 
however,  that  now,  when  France  had  gone  to 
the  lengths  which  she  baa  gone  to,  that  tbsre 
would  have  been  only  one  sentiment  as  to  tkt 
propriety  of  the  measoree  formerly  proposed. 
But  tboD^  he  tboQgbt  the  nation  in  ft  degraded 
state,  be  was  ikC  in  fkvor  of  war.  He  bdieved 
the  dtuens  of  this  ooontry  wore  not  for  it.  He 
believed  the  Qovemment  was  averse  to  war; 
and  that  no  part  of  it  was  more  so  than  the 
£zeontive.  WarwonldbealoeetolhisccDntrT; 
and  to  no  individual  more  than  the  Execntive. 
He  is  no  warrior,  and,  eonaeqnently,  war  has 
no  lanrels  in  store  for  him. 

The  gentieman  frvm  'Virginia  has  spAan  of 
war  as  having  sometUng  danling  in  perqwo- 
tive;  somethkig  wUob  flattwed  pride  and  am- 
bition. Bnt  did  the  gentleman  snppoee  that  s 
war  with  France  oonld  be  flattering  to  ptUt  or 
amlntiont  It  oonld  not;  it  wonld  be  a  war  (4 
prudence ;  we  must  abut  ourselves  up,  and  act 
on  the  defenrive,  and  say,  "when  resson  re- 
tnnu,  when  an  ebb  shall  take  place  in  the  sffiun 
of  Frauo^  when  her  flow  of  victories  shall  bs 
over,  shewilldoasjQstice."  In  the  mesn  lim^ 
we  most  defend  oureelvee,  Mr.  B.  repeated, 
that  he  did  not  believe  any  man  in  that  Hodn 
oonld  wish  for  war;  when  he  looked  around 
bim  and  saw  gentlemen  whose  wounds  sie  jst 
eore  fhxn  former  serrtee;  when  he  sswtfaMn 
voting  fbr  measorea  of  detanee^  he  eonld  not 
believe,  nor  OMild  aigrbeUere,  that  thwwiabed 
to  plunge  the  country  in  war.  It  woma  souoar 
be  believed  that  gentlemen  who  made  the 
charges  were  nristafen. 

Hr.  Skwaix  was  opposed  to  the  propOMlka 
Ba  it  now  stood,  and  hoped  it  wonld  be  amended. 
What  eSbot  it  would  then  have,  he  left  thoM  to 
Jodge  who  inbx>dnoed  it  Ur.  8.  s^  hs  and 
those  who,  on  all  questions  of  dafenoa,  bsd  voted 
with  Um,  had  been  endeovraing  (or  some  time 
to  go  into  some  measnrea  of  tl^  kind,  and  to 
determine  whether  these  measoMS  sbodd  bs 
confined  to  onr  own  limhs  or  be  extsndsd  to 
the  ocean.  These  measures  oQ^t  now  to  bs 
dedded  npon,  as  this  is  a  moment  In  whidi  onr 
oommeroe  is  depredated  npon  In  a  most  units' 
esdented  manner.  Tearenow.aaidhegeallsd 
npon  to  oonrider  the  haards  of  vur  sitnstion. 
ntr.  8.  thesi  qnoted  a  part  of  Um  PiuaiuuA 
Heesage,  ss  to  the  ritnation  at  onr  idUis  is 
France,  and  as  to  the  decree  irtiioh  was  po- 
poaed  respeeting  the  taking  rfBn^ah  goods  sa 
board  rf  neutral  vessels,  and  the  canying  c* 
wUoh  was  declared  to  make  sentrd  nmth 
good  priiea.]  ThSs  last  regulation,  Mr.  &  asld 
was  a  direct  violation  of  thalawitf  natioo^  sod 
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i  to  adecUratioti  otwr  on  the  part  of 
fnooe  ^Blnst  Uua  oonntiy.  But,  iostead  of 
gtUIiig  any  de&noe,  genllemoi  cdl  npon  the 
(omEiiKee  to  dedare  we  an  not  di^waed  to 
raort  to  war  as^nat  the  iVeiich  Bepablio ;  ao 
tlwt,  titer  we  nave  been  h^Jnred  and  abnaed, 
ud  dedod  the  wmmon  ri^ta  ol  hmnanlty,  we 
in  not  to  eomplun,  bnt  loake  a  deolantion 
tbu  we  win  ^ot  CO  to  war.  Waa  then,  he 
i^ed,  a  qnesdon  <a  war  a  oard  of  poUteneeet 
Did  a  lution  erer  make  a  declaration  that  it 
VM  not  at  -war )  It  twold  not  sa^  ro,  except  it 
vere  in  M>  degraded  aatate  tiiat  it  hod  no  rights 
cqiabie  of  iiijnr;.  To  saj  we  are  not  at  war 
VM  to  aaj  no  more  than  it  ii  light  when  the 
■uihinw;  bnt  to  eall  upon  the  committee  to 
i^  BO  at  this  time,  waa  to  degrsde  the  nation 
from  ^a  independence,  and  below  ita  charsoter. 
Ihe  preeeot  atate  of  thinga,  itr.  S.  aaid,  oa^t 
to  be  oonridered  •«  a  state  of  war,  not  declared 
by  Bs,  bat  against  na,  bj  the  French  Bepnblio ; 
aikl  if  w«  want  qiirit  to  defend  onreedvea,  let  oa 
not  Mf  so.  We  ma;  re&un  from  actinK,  bat 
let  m  not  aaj  we  reoeiTe  iqjniiea  with  thank- 
tiilnrm  Bnt  thii  propoeHitHi  go«fl*atUl  ftirther. 
In  a  uenMnt  of  pablio  danger,  it  goea  to  divide 
and  acfwrata  tiiia  Hoosa  from  the  FnaaiDKin  or 
ram  Unno  SiAria.  The  gentleman  ttom  Vir- 
pmahad  wdl  explained  (hia  reaolDtion,  when  be 
Mid,  it  waa  intended  to  intermpt  tihe  viewa  of 
the  PsiHDKVT  or  THS  UnriD  States.  That 
gentleman  oonrfdered  the  WowagB  (tf  the  Psiai' 
DBR  as  a  deelaratitm  of  war,  and  thia  reeolation 
waa  to  be  in  conlradiditHi  to  iL  If  tliia  was 
tike  aenae  in  whidi  it  waa  to  be  nnderatood,  it 
waa  bbe  In  pcnnt  of  fiKt;  for  the  Pbkbideiit 
had  neither  declared  war  nor  called  upon  Oon- 
greaa  to  declare  war :  no  aoch  aentinieDt  coold 
be  fixtnd  in  the  Ifaaoage.  To  agree  to  the 
propoaitiiM  as  it  ttanda,  wonld  be  to  give  oonnte- 
Hanm  to  the  aasection  of  the  French  Govern- 
net^  that  we  are  a  pec^e  divided  from  onr 
GoTwnnMBt:  bnt,  taking  it  with  the  aoMid- 
BMBt,  be  looked  npon  it  aa  'a  harmleaa  thing. 
Mr.  6l  owidoded,  hj  aarlng,  that  he  eonddered 
the  andoetof  FranceinuieligfatofwBr.  How 
&r  we  woold  lesent  it,  waa  Xbe  meetion; 
wbe«bar  t^bnaivelT  or  defendvely^.  He  was 
in  &Tar  of  ddtedve  mmaioa,  aa  we  are  not 
aqnal  to  otfbnrive  measBrea,  (b»  wiihed  to  Qod 
we  ws«b)  It  waa  our  weakneaa,  and  the  divi- 
aion  whidi  bad  i^^eared  in  onr  ooimdla,  that 
bad  invited  tboe  attacks.  He  Irmted  tbey 
dwaU  now  imite  and  f^mI  tbetn. 

Mr.  GAU.AXDr  aai4  b«A»e  the  Bpeeoh  of  the 
nuieman  who  had  jost  nt  down,  he  oonld  not 
£«oT<r  what  was  uie  meaning  of  the  amend- 
ment, to  strike  ovt  the  words  "against  the 


Vaioa  (at  conminring  the  lata  UessieB  of 
raaaiiiaai,  the  rewladon  was  perfbmr  ecu 
aaal.  Besdea  we  iiave  no  danger  to  «q>ieheDd 
from  anv  other  power,  ainoe  onr  uqmte  is 
aaObdvitlil^Miin.  The  mteution  of  the  amend- 


evidently  to  render  the  reaolnlion  as 
g  as  poBBible, 
Ever;  gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  this 
snbjeot,  had  agreed  that  war  is  not  a  dedrable 
ottJect  fi>r  the  United  Btatee.  He  gave  them 
credit  for  the  aasertion.  Bnt  this  was  not  the 
question ;  bat  whether  we  are  prepared  to  re> 
■ort  to  war  under  existing  drcnmstances.  It 
is  a  qaeetion  of  fact  !&.  O.  took  notioe  of  the 
difibrent  modes  which  had  been  attempted  to 
defeat  the  reeolation;  bat,  thongh  the  present 
amendment  were  agreed  to,  he  uioold  sotl  vote 
in  fitvor  of  the  reeolndou ;  for  it  woold  be 
effectnaL  in  some  d^ree,  as  it  ooold  onlj  qtpl; 
to  the  Frendi  natioo,  thongh  it  was  not  so 

Mr.  G.  believed  the  United  States  had  anrlved 
at  a  crisia  at  which  a  stand  ought  to  be  made^ 
in  which  it  waa  neoessarj  for  Cbngreae  to  say 
whether  (hey  will  resort  to  war  or  preserve 
peace.  He  was  led  to  this  oondnsion  from  a 
review  of  the  conduct  of  France,  and  of  the 
late  Hesaage  (£  the  PsisiDaT. 

In  respect  to  France,  we  know,  that  some 
time  ago,  she  declared  oar  treaty  with  her  to  be 
st  an  end ;  though  not  in  words,  the  resnlt  waa 
to  deprive  as  of  the  advantages  derived  from 
that  treaty.  In  the  next  place,  ahe  dismissed 
oar  lOnister  Flenipotentiarj.  Under  these  dr- 
onmstances,  the  I^EsroEnr  called  the  extraor- 
dinary aeadon  of  Oongreas,  and  when  met  to- 
gether, after  having  related  the  reasona  which 
indnow  this  call,  ne  condaded  with  esTing, 
'^  that  it  was  his  sincere  desire  to  preserve 
peace  snd  friendship  with  all  nations,  and  be- 
lieving that  neitber  the  honor  nor  the  iDterent 
of  the  United  States  absolntely  forbade  the 
repetition  of  advances  for  secaiing  these  dedr- 
able  objects,  he  shonld  not  fdl  to  promote  and 
accelerate  an  accommodation,"  Av.  The  Fbs- 
snwirr  sooordingly  sent  Envoys  to  France,  and 
the  resnlt  of  the  embaffiy  waa  given  to  Oongresa 
in  the  last  Heesage,  which  was  now  nnder 
otmnderation,  in  which  be  says^  "the  ol^ject 
of  the  misdon  cannot  be  accomplished  on  t«ms 
compatible  with  the  tsfe^,  honor,  or  the  essen- 
tial mtereste  of  the  nation."  The  people  of  the 
United  States  are  therefore  informed,  that  ne- 
gotiation* are  at  an  end,  and  that  we  cannot 
obtain  redress  for  wrongs,  bnt  may  expect  a 
eontinnation  of  o^itnres,  hi  oonaeqnenoe  of  the 
decree  which  ft  was  supposed  was  passed,  for 
seidng  all  nentrd  vessels  with  British  property, 
mam^ctnree,  or  prodnoe,  on  bosrd.  Mr.  G, 
said,  he  difibred  in  opinion  fhHn  the  gentleman 
last  np,  that  this  was  a  delaration  of  war.  He 
allowed  It  woidd  be  Jnstiflable  groond  of  war 
fbr  this  ooontty,  and  that,  on  this  acoonnt,  it 
was  necessaiT  to  wree  to,  or  r^eot  the  present 
propodtion,  m  oraer  to  determine  the  gronnd 
intended  to  be  taken.  For,  though  there  may 
be  Jostifiable  canse  for  war,  if  It  is  not  onr 
intcMst  to  go  to  war,  the  resolntlmi  will  be 
agreed  to. 

There  was  another  reason  why  this  resolotloil 
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onght  to  be  now  decided,  which  arose  front  the 
condnot  of  our  EzecatiT&  H«  hu  deolftrvd 
th&t  a  change  of  ciromiuUiMMfl  hu  t&ken  place 
whioh  haa  oeoarioued  him  to  withdraw  hu 
order  forbidding  merchant  Tewels  to  aim ; 
which  amoDnte  to  this,  that  he  now  permits 
veasela  of  the  Uiuted  States  to  use  means  of 
defence  Bgninst  ai^  attack  whioh  maj  be  made 
upon  them.  Ur.  G.  tbonght  it  neoeasai?,  there- 
fore, to  declare,  whether  we  were  to  pnrme 
measnres  of  war  or  peace.  Before  meaenres 
are  taken  which  will  lead  to  war,  the  Iloiue 
ong^t  to  decide  whether  it  is  th^  intentitm  at 
prwent  to  ro  to  war. 

The  genueman  from  New  York  had  spoken 
of  the  difference  between  offensive  and  defenBive 
war.  This  related  to  the  motiTee,  more  than  to 
the  manner,  of  oariTing  on  war ;  tMcanae  when 
war  is  raice  entered  into,  thongh  it  may  be  at 
flist  defensive,  it  cannot  remdn  so.  It  would 
be  ridicnlons,  for  instanoe,  to  say,  that  onr 
frigates  ahonld  prevent  .onr  Teeeels  from  beini; 
taken ;  bnt  that  ther  should  not  take  French 
privateera. 

Bnt  it  waa  wdd,  if  the  rem^tion  was  aneed 
to,  it  woold  oonflrm  the  oidnion  which  had  oeen 
held  that  OooKreaa  and  the  £zecatiTe  were  di- 
vided in  o^ion.  The  gentleman  ham  Masss- 
ohnsetts  (llr.  Sbwaii)  told  the  Home  that  the 
qnestion  waa  war  or  peace;  that  the  condaot  of 
EVanoe  was  a  declaration  of  war,  jot  as  the 
PsmmirT  had  not  called  nponOongrces  to  go 
to  war,  they  onght  not  to  declare  that  it  is  not 
expedient  to  reeort  to  war.  Bat  if  it  be  as- 
eomed  as  a  prindple,  wtdch  that  gentleman  as- 
sert^ that  the  conduct  of  the  fi«nah  is  a  de- 
olaratioD  of  war,  and  the  Fkbeobnt  has  told  ns 
we  are  in  war,  the  readration  oonld  not  be  Im- 
proper. Or  if  ilia  other  prini^ple  bo  aaBomed, 
that  the  information  of  the  PsniDnndoea  not 
amoont  to  war,  then  an  agreement  to  the  reK>- 
Intion  wonld  show  that  Oongreea  oononrred 
with  him  in  t^Aoim,  that  It  ia  not  [ovpw  at 
present  to  reeort  to  war.  So  thatlnbothoaaea, 
the  reaolntion  is  proper. 

Ur.  O.  said  he  waa  prednded  by  the  amend- 
ment frvm  gfAag  into  the  merits  of  the  resohi- 
tion.  His  argmnaitB  went  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  agreong  to  it  in  one  w^  or  other. 
Nor  did  he  mean  to  take  any  notioe  of  what  had 
been  sidd  about  a  dlviaioa  of  oi^on  in  oat 
ocnmoUs  having  invited  the  inanlta  and  iqjnriee 
which  France  had  oommitted  agidnrttldB  ooon* 
try.  If  he  were  to  do  thla,  he  must  hav«  re- 
eonne  to  reorindaatioD,  whMi  he  did  not  wish. 
He  wiilied  rather  to  take  a  serions  view  of  onr 
praient  ribiation,  and  dtber  meet  it  bj  war,  or 
aj  measnrea  which  riiall  avdd  war.  On  both 
ndei  are  diiBonltiee;  bat  the  ^ffioaltiea  and  in- 
eonveniMicee  of  l>otti  onght  to  be  w^hed,  and 
the  least  taken ;  and,  having  determined,  mea- 
anres  ought  to  be  pnrtned  aooordingly.  He  did 
not  wish  to  adopt  the  rescdati<ai  as  pi>opaaed  to 
be  amended,  and  then  go  on  and  act  diraotly 
contrary  to  it.  He  thod^t  it  bait  to  meet  the 
leeidQUon  at  onoa,  and  say  whethn  wo  an  de- 
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termined  on  war  or  peuw~.    ^  „=  ^.^  »  „mi, 
oost  expect  to  meet  all  the  expenw  m 
evils  of  such  a  state;  andif  weremainatpeaoet 
most,  in  a  cert^  degree,  wAmit.  He  mwnt 

Hty,  that  we  mast  aabmit  to  have  *  nninbcr 

our  veesels  taken.  But  whttther  we  iIuH 
have  more  taken  in  adopting  one  ooorHe  than 
the  other,  be  left  to  gentlemen  to  determlM. 
He  thought  the  sabmission  he  tiad  msitioned. 
very  difierent  from  the  snbmiaioa  whioh  had 
b«ea  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  frwn  BonUi 
Carolina,  and  othera. 

Ut.  O.  oondnded,  by  observing,  that  the  eon- 
dnct  of  France  mnst  tend  to  des&t^  that  inib- 
enoe  which  gentlemen  had  ao  oftoi  oomDliiDad 
of  as  existing  in  this  oonntry.  Indeed,  be  wm 
oonvinced  that  at  the  commencemoit  (^  tkw  re- 
velation there  waa  a  great  enthomasm  amoogit 
onr  oitizens  in  favor  of  her  caose,  wtddi  nBtn^ 
ally  aniee  from  their  having  been  engaged  b  s 
similar  contest ;  bnt  he  believed  these  feelinp 
had  been  greatly  diminished  by  her  late  conduct 
towards  uiis  country.  He  thooght,  therefim 
tliat  whether  we  engaged  In  war,  or  remuned 
in  a  state  of  peaoe,  moofa  need  not  be  appra- 
bended  fran  uie  Infloenco  of  France  in  on 
oonncila.  The  bnrineis  had  come  to  a  dmn 
matt«r  of  calonhtlon,  as  to  what  coarse  viD 
be  beat  to  be  taken  for  the  interest  and  himi- 
ness  of  the  oonntry.  If  be  could  separata  «- 
fenrive  from  offendve  war  at  sea,  he  shoQld  ba 
in  &vor  of  it ;  bnt  he  conld  not  make  the  dis- 
tinotion,  and  therefore  he  shonld  be  in  fsvor  of 
pnrsning  measnres  of  peace. 

Several  persons  rose,  bnt,  being  alKint  thiM 

dock,  a  motion  was  made  fbr  the  committM 
to  rise,  which  waa  negatived — iO  to  44. 

Kr.  Dasa.  did  not  oonoeive  that  die  ocmatnu- 
tion  of  Isngnago  given  by  Uie  gentleman  foxt 
Penne^vBua,  was  to  be  takan  ae  tme,  wiUkont 
ezaminalton.  He  trusted  not.  Tbe  gcntJsmu 
stated  the  qu^on  to  be  paace  or  war ;  be  eooH 
not  conceive  it  to  be  anoh.  It  waa  imfivtimits 
tliat,  in  this  important  criria,  the  House  sbMud 
be  engaged,  like  a  set  of  rhetoridan^  In  diqnt- 
ing  the  meaning  of  worda.  Indeed,  toe  derim 
on  tbe  present  motdon,  he  thonght  wboDj  nib- 
Important. 

The  gentleman  last  np  bad  a^d  there  ms  ^ 
distinction  between  ofienirive  and  ddbndve  nr, 
and  that  lie  was,  tber^bre,  exposed  to  uthv. 
ICr.  D.  thoti^t  the  distbtetion  dear;  cAnriva 
war,  ia  when  an  attaek  is  made  nptw  another; 
and  defendve,  when  a  nation  haa  namaeto 
war,  merely  for  self-deAnoe.  Bnt  there  wh 
another  state  at  things  whioh  oonld  not  ban 
the  name  of  war,  wMoh  waa  to  have  Teconm 
to  measnrM  c^declsnae;  to  be  prepared  in  oaM 
of  attack.  It  vras  dear,  by  the  law  of  natim^ 
that  to  preinre  fbr  defence,  was  not  to  ccmimt 
hostility.  To  say  that  to  take  messnre  cf  de- 
fence is  hostility,  waa  a  new  definition,  and  it 
waa  the  mighty  disoovery  of  the  gentlsinio 
JVom  Pennsylvania. 

Did  gentlemen  mean  that  if  we  should  man 
nae  ot  forae  i^ainst  lairieas  riaisaao,  it  is  varl 
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If  noC^wh&t  did  an  that  had  been  stud  amount 
to!  Hethoo^t  the  propodtion  perfectly  nn- 
grtory. 

But  th«  g«iitl«nan  H^d,  that  Ub  Mend  from 
XuBacbosetts  had  Baid,  that  Franoe  had  alreBdy 
dedamcl  war  agidnat  db,  and  that,  therefore,  we 
must  resort  to  war.  For  his  part,  he  did  not 
know  what  gentlemeD  meant  by  reeorting  to 
■Wir,  If  they  had'  adopted  terms  which  had 
ay  I^^  meaning,  he  oonld  have  onderetood 
than,  bat  the  present  might  mean  every  thing, 
or  nothing.  If  it  meant  any  thing,  It  meant 
taking  actiTs  measnreB  agunat  Fnmoa  in  the 
fint  iostanoe.  He  waa  not  only  ready  to  say 
he  would  not  oonaent  to  do  this  with  respect  to 
France,  bnt  with  reepeet  to  erery  other  nation. 

The  gentleoun  from  Pennsylvania,  and  two 
gentlamen  from  Virginia,  had  said  that  the  Ifes- 
aigB  of  the  PBniDBHT  emonnted  to  a  declara- 
tion that  we  were  now  in  war.  This  idea  lie 
thoo^t  waa  stated  veir  incorreotly.  They  did 
■tot  seem  to  hare  imoetstood  the  meaning  of 
lib»  lasgnage  of  the  FnsmxiiT.  The  state  of 
fhinga  wUoh  ousted  at  the  time  orders  were  ia- 
■oed  to  preveDt  the  arming  of  merchant  veeseU 
waa  iiwiiillillj  different  ttwa  the  present  \  then 
there  waa  an  evident  disposition  m  t^e  owners 
of  Tesaela  to  ondse  agunst  a  foreign  belligerent 
■atioD,  and  the  order  was  issued  to  prevent  at- 
tatk  and  plonder;  bot  the  desire  to  arm  at  pre- 
■mt  is  for  the  purpose  of  defence  merely,  and 
itot  to  croise  or  plunder.  There  Is  a  law  for- 
bidding  reaeels  to  arm  for  &t  pnrpoee  of  croia- 
Ing;  bnt  none  f<H'bidding  meraoants  to  arm  in 
thmr  own  defence.  This  was  the  (air  ooontroo- 
tioo,  he  iMlieved,  of  the  meaning  of  the  Paiat- 

CKKT. 

Mr.  Om  observed,  that  the  oppKMers  of  this 
anwDdment  oonld  asrign  no  better  reason  for 
deelaring  a  desire  to  keep  peaoe  with  the  French 
B^nblit^  to  the  exolnidon  of  other  natdona, 
fluui  their  own  oonstniction  of  the  PassiDKirr'B 
tist  Wnwnfln  irhlrti  they  oonaidered  as  Erected 
■gaiOBt  that  Bepnblio  (miy;  bnt  the  House  hav- 
hg  reat^yed  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  resolntion 
OD  the  table  had  no  greater  relation  to  that 
Kesaaga  than  to  any  tonaw  E^weob  or  Uesaage, 
or  to  the  a^rs  of  the  Union  at  large.  If  it 
WIS  intended  as  an  anaver  to  the  Meange,  it 
Aoold  be  moved  in  that  fbrm ;  but  nnleas  it 
wsa  in  a  partioalar  manner  oonneoted  with  It, 
Qm  public  coold  not  connect  it  more  naturally 
with  this  ICenage,  Uuui  the  Speech  delivered  at 
ttks  opening  of  the  season.  The  House  bad 
been  heretofore  informed,  that  France  was  not 
the  only  coontrr  with  which  a  rapture  was  to 
be  ^prohended.  Spain  might  be  considered, 
BDtil  lately,  as  liavitig  aotnally  invaded  our  ter- 
ritory;, sod  thongh  the  pr«Bnmptioa  at  present 
waa,  tbat  the  canaes  of  contention  with  that 
coontry  were  removed,  yet  they  were  not  offi- 
dally  Informed  of  that  &ct,  and  without  such 
infimnation  it  was  not  less  proper  to  eiprees 
their  deaira  of  maJTitainlng  peace  with  ^laln 
IfaaQ  with  other  oonntriee.   Again,  gantlunen 


had  often  intimated  that  a  war  with  Franoe 
wonld  Involve  as  in  a  war  with  the  nations  in 
allianoe  with  her.  It  waa  therefore  ioexpedient 
to  show  a  contempt  or  indilference  for  them, 
by  leaving  them  out  of  oar  pacidc  manifesto. 

He  considered  the  Uessage  in  a  different  view 
from  many  gentlemen.  Bnt  admitting,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  the  FnGsinanT  had  de- 
clared an  opinion  npon  the  fkcta  stated  by  him, 
that  war  was  inevitable;  gentlemen  must  oon 
sider  the  foot  to  be  true ;  If  they  doabted  it, 
they  onght  to  demand  InfiKmation.  How  would 
this  resolntion  then  standf  la  reply  to  assur- 
ances that  negotiation  had  failed;  that  our 
Conunissloners  were  treated  with  neglect  and 
contempt;  that  letters  of  marqae  and  reprisal 
were  iwned  against  onr  veeeela;  and  that  the 
most  hoetile  appearances  were  disownible  on 
the  port  of  France ;  it  was  proposed  to  declare, 
that  with  them,  and  them  only,  it  was  inexpe- 
dient to  resort  to  war.  Snob  a  proposal  would 
hardly  be  fbund  in  the  annals  of  the  most  hmn' 
ble  and  degraded  nation. 

He  disapproved  of  the  reaolatdon,  thoogh  he 
sbonld  vote  for  the  amendment,  and  wonld  not, 
on  the  preeoit  oooadon.  follow  gentleman  who 
had  gone  at  large  into  the  merits  of  the  reaolu' 
tion.  Upon  the  extent  of  the  defensive  mea- 
sores  proposed  by  eentlemen,  his  feelings  inclined 
him  to  enlarge ;  bnt  this  discnBsion  wonld  be 
more  pertinent  npon  some  other  question.  He 
wonla  merely  hint,  that  actual  invasion  mi^t 
not  be  the  worst  calami^  to  this  country.  He 
oonld  ooncdve  of  a  partial  Invssioa  of  onr  ter- 
ritory that  would  be  maoh  lees  ii^arioas,  and 
attended  with  maoh  less  loss  than  the  total  rain 
of  ODT  oommeroe. 

The  call  for  the  oommittee  to  rise  bdng  re- 
peated, 

Ur,  a.  SioTH  hoped  gentlemen  wonld  be  sat- 
isfied to  take  the  question,  which  he  thoo^t 
very  unimportant.  The  time  consumed  in  ^ 
cossng  it  was,  however,  important,  aa  other 
concerns  called  for  attention.  He  ulcw  there 
were  gentlemen  who  ohoae  rather  to  address 
the  p^le  of  the  United  States  than  to  le^ 
late.    He  thon^t  it  better  to  Iwialate,  than  to 


teikded  to  alann  the  pe(»>le  with  reapect  to  war, 
and  he  vrished  not  to  indulge  gentlemwi  In  thdr 
dedgn.  He  wished  the  qnestion  to  be  taken 
for  another  reason.    '■  -  -  .  .  >  .  _  ..i  _ 

gentleman  firom  Vir{ 


nn.  It  waa  anggested  by  tbi 
Virgiida,  that  the  Measage  oi 
as  oonMdered  by  the  people  a 


a  declaration  of  war,  and  that  reports  ware  In 
circulation,  that  a  treaty,  offensive  and  defen- 
sive, was  oonolnded  with  Great  Britain.  Aftw 
this,  he  wonld  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  reedntion,  which  was,  in  effect,  to 
say,  we  must  interfere,  or  war  will  be  brought 
upon  the  country.  Did  not  this  go  to  sanotion 
a  report  which  was  as  false  and  malignant  as 
even  Jacobinism  oonld  invent!  It  did;  and  he 
hope^  they  would  not  so  &r  sanction  the  report, 
as  to  let  the  motion  lie  before  them  undeeided. 
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Ur.  DxTiov  boped  the  oommittee  woald  rise. 
Tbe  gentlemaa  last  up  began  with  Mying  the 

Eroposition  wM  of  no  importanoe;  bnt  before 
e  sat  down,  showed  that  he  thonght  difitireutif . 
Mr.  D.  thonght  it  waa  of  importance  that  the 
oommitt«e  ^oald  come  to  a  right  deoiaion  npon 
tt,  and  e&j  whether  it  ondit  to  be  agreed  to  Id 
general  t^rma,  or  r^ecteo. 

Ur.  N.  SioTH  explained. 

Ur.  J.  WiuuHB  thought  the  question  tri- 
fling, and  hop«d  B  dedsion  woold  M  had  upon 
it 

Ur.  Gnxa  aaid,  the  question  wm  a  qnestion 
of  peace  or  war,  and  yet  gentlemen  oallit  trifling. 
He  did  nof  mean  to  alarm  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  but  he  wished  them  to  under- 
stand their  utiiation.  He  acknowledged  he  was 
himself  mnch  alanned,  Oentiemen  were  willing 
to  enmge  in  defenslTe,  but  not  in  oflbneive  war ; 
but  mien  war  was  once  begnn  it  would  not  be 
tn  the  power  <^  the  United  Btates  to  keep  it 
within  the  oharacter  of  defbnnTs  war.  Indeed 
the  gentleman  from  UaaBaohoaetts,  when  he 

rke  of  defensive  war,  confessed  our  inability 
ofibunve  war,  and  ottered  a  prajrer  to  (he 
Snpreme  B^ng  that  we  were  able  to  enga^ 
ofiendvely;  and  where,  he  asked,  with  saoh 
sendments,  is  the  difierence  between  offensive 
and  defiansiTe  war  t  He  could  see  none ;  he  de- 
precated war  of  oTery  kind. 

Ur.  J.  WiLLiAice  hoped  the  qoes^on  would  be 
taken.  As  he  before  stated,  he  thought  it  tri- 
fling, and  the  debate  npon  it  only  cotcolated  to 
alarm  the  people,  which  seemed  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  ganUeman,  If  the  qnestion  wss  not 
taken  before  thej  ai^onmed,  ninch  debate  wonld 
be  had^and  mnch  time  spent  to  very  little  pnr- 
poae.  He  thonght  It  very  extraordinar;,  as  no 
one  waa  fbond  to  bring  forward  a  r«eolQtion  to 
declare  war,  that  a  gentleman  woold  introdnce 
a  resolution  of  its  hwng  inexpedient  so  to  do. 
He  was  persuaded  that  this  negative  mode  of 
proceeding  was  calculated  to  draw  on  a  debate, 
to  set  the  people  against  the  Executive.  Urae, 
he  add,  was  precious ;  the;  had  sat  near  five 
months  and  done  bnt  little,  mnch  rem^ed  to 
be  done,  and  as  all  hod  declared  their  aversion 
to  a  WOT,  the  people  should  be  undeceived.  He 
had  Idmself  seen  gentlemen  write  upon  the  late 
UesMge  of  the  ^esidkbt,  for  the  purpose  of 
■ending  to  their  oonstitnenta,  "  A  war  mettage 
againtt  France." 

Ur.  'Annas  wished  the  gmtleman  wonld  name 
who  had  tbns  written. 

A  call  of  order  took  plaoe :  andamotion  waa 
mode  tt»  the  committee  to  rise,  and  carried. 

WnnnsDAT,  Uareh  98. 
SelationM  viA  Frtme*. 
The  House  agwn  resolved  Itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
when  the  amendment  to  the  first  of  Mr.  Spbioo's 

Sroposttions,  as  to  the  inexpedieno;,  under  ex- 
iting circnmstanoes,  of  resorting  to  war  agtinst 
theFreneh  Repnblio,  bdng  under  oonsidenKitHi ; 


kflnmf. [M*M,lTli 

which  amendtnent  Is  to  strike  ont  the  wtsds 
"  Freoch  Republic," 

Ur.  FiHOKMXT  rose  and  said,  he  was  in  Esvar 
of  tbe  amendment,  beoanse  it  t«ided  to  moke 
what  he  thonght  an  Improper  propodtion,  in 
some  degree,  nngatorr ;  for  he  believed  to  agree 
to  the  resotntion  without  it,  wonld  be  pr^ndi* 
cial  to  the  Interest  and  wdare  of  the  ooontTT, 
as  he  did  not  think  the  period  had  anived  which 
called  for  a  dedsion  on  measures  of  war  or 
peace.  If  sach  a  declaration  had  been  neces- 
sorj,  he  shonld  nave  expected  it  to  oome  Imin 

rntiembD  in  &vDr  of  a  war,  declaring,  that  it 
expedient  to  go  to  ■var,  as  it  was  a  verj  un- 
common thing  to  declare  we  wHl  not  do  ■ 
thing.  His  strongest  reason  against  oraoing  te 
this  resolntion,  however,  waa,  uat  at  this  pmod 
the  House  had  not  sufGoient  informaUn  coa- 
oeming  the  whole  of  this  buMness,  to  enabla 
them  to  form  a  oorreot  Jndgment  upon  it  Hw 
Pkesicutd  told  the  House,  indeed,  that  he  had 
little  hope  of  a  fkvorable  termination  of  tbe 
negotiation,  hot  they  knew  nothing  <f  the  Inin 
of  the  negotiation,  or  of  the  oironmttancce  at- 
tending it  The;  knew  that  our  OomnuBskaen 
had  not  been  received  \  bnt  tbej  had  not  Riffi- 
(nent  information  as  to  the  manner  in  which  Ihej 
had  been  treated,  to  enable  them  to  come  to  the 
dedsioa  proposed. 

The  gentleman  who  proposed  the  resohtioi), 
said  it  was  time  to  oome  forward  and  declue 
whether  we  will  have  peace  or  war.  Vonld  to 
God,  eud  Ur.  P.,  it  was  In  onr  power,  by  an; 
such  declaration,  to  avert  war,  at  nuuntain 
peace ;  bnt  be  believed  this  did  not  depend  span 
any  dedaration  of  ours.  In  questions  of  va 
there  were  always  two  parties,  one  of  whom  wu 
generally  the  aggressor,  and  the  other  senenJIf 
pasnve.  In  the  present  case,  he  oonsideredlliii 
country  as  tbe  passive  part;,  and,  therefbre^j 
declaration  aa  our  part  womd  have  little  efibot. 
We  know  that  individuals  or  nations  indoeed  to 
pursue  measures  from  interest  or  passion,  are 
not  eafflly  diverted  from  their  pnrpMe.  It  ihs 
French  are  actuated  by  either  of  Uicse  motivM, 
no  declaratjon  of  ours  will  prevent  the  calamity. 
Such  a  proposition  would  rather  accelerate  thin 
prevent  the  evil.  If  our  dedaratlcmB  oonid  have 
availed,  they  have  not  been  wuiting.  From 
the  first  penod  of  a  misunderstanding  betweoi 
the  two  conntriea,  declarations  have  been  mads 
depreoatdog  war  in  general  terms,  but  i>artica- 
larly  with  that  nation.  A  Minister  Plenipotea- 
tiary  had  been  sent  to  explain  the  views  of  tbii 
Qovernment,  and  to  remove  any  Jealoooei 
which  might  exist,  and  to  make  socn  apecifio 
propositions  as  were  thought  necessary;  bat 
OUT  Minister  was  r^eoted  without  a  heanng. 
Ihe  next  measure  was,  to  send  apedal  Oonunis- 
doners,  in  <»^er  to  settle  onr  differences  and 
avert  the  calamity  of  wu.  We  have,  therefura, 
made  snfScient  declarations  of  onr  padflo  intse- 
tions.  Indeed,  he  thought  too  mnoh  had  teen 
rested  on  these  declarations,  as  nothing  had  been 
draie  for  our  defence.  When  we  lodied  at  onr 
seaports,  and  saw  tfa^  defenceloBs  condition,  ha 
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thongbt  it  evident  sofficient  UCeutioD  h&d  not 
beeapud  to  them,  knowing  that  war  might,  at 
lasL,  be  «  posable  event. 

This reeolation  dlSered  ezoeedindy  fromauy 
tluDK  wlitoli  took  pUoe  wben  we  had  a  misnnder- 
sUDding  with  EifgUnd  in  1704.  At  that  tlnw, 
TbcD  £n(^and  inned  her  extraordinaij  Order 
of  the  4th  of  November,  and  oor  oommeroe  WM 
depredated  apon,  meaHores  were  spoken  of  for 
eoontervailing  the  ii^ories  which  oor  dtixeoi 
eiperienoed,  bnt  no  propositioii  lil>e  the  present 
Ddnoed.  We  are  now  aggrieved  and  in- 
n  a  nuwt  estraordinarr  manner,  bQt  we 
e  will  not  go  to  war.  On  a  former  oo- 
cantK)  be  had  beard  of  a  variej;  of  restrictive 
ngolationa,  proposed  with  a  view  of  reotrain- 
ing  the  ii^anea  oommitted  won  OB,  and  to  hring 
Great  Bnt^n  to  reaaon ;  andhe  did  expect  aome- 
thingnnmar  vonld  have  been  propoaed  on  the 
preaent  oooasion,  bat  nothing  of  the  kind  had 
aMMared.  It  was  true  we  had  not  ao  great 
tuM  of  the  E^eneh  nation  aa  (^  the  Biltiin,  in 
thia  reaped,  bat  we  had  some;  and  he  b^ved 
meaaorea  nu^t  be  taken  which  wonld  induce 
the  aatkm  to  bear  reaaon.  Bnt,  inatead  of  thia, 
it  waa  pnqxMed  that  we  ahonld  Ba;f,  we  have 
beeniiym^andaggrieved;  bat  we  will  not  op- 
poae  joa,  we  will  not  so  to  war  with  yon. 

The  raitleman  from  Pennaylvania  (Hr.  Qal- 
Lans)  nad  gone  fiirther  than  perhapa  the  rcao' 
lutioD  on  toe  table  weald  warrant.  He  aaje, 
the  adoption  of  thie  reaolntion  will  go  to  pre- 
vent llie  taking  otax^  tBeaanrea  whion  may,  in 
their  tendencr,  lead  to  war.  If  gentlemen 
me«nt  by  thu^  that  tt  waa  to  prevent  any 
meaanres  b«ng  taken  for  the  protection  of  our 
oommerc^  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  would 
DM  only  declare  that  we  will  not  go  to  war,  but 
that  we  will  not  take  any  meaanras  for  the  de- 
feoea  of  oor  property.  It  speared  to  him  that 
diai  gefltieman  had  ni>n««lf  given  the  1>eat  rea- 
■^  for  mocUllirtng  thia  reaolntion,  ao  aa  to  make 
it  aa  little  misohievoaa  aa  poanble.  For  he  had 
told  the  oomniittee  that  France  had  set  at 
aan^U  her  treaty  with  na;  bat  thongh  they 
have  dona  thia,  a^  Ur.  P_  they  have  endea- 
vored to  jnalify  thur  deiwedationi,  by  inaiating 
&tt,  aoomdiog  to  that  tre*^,  it  waa  neoeesary 
fcr  veaels  to  carry  a  role  Seqn^tagt.  Mr.  P. 
added,  there  waa  another  Order  of  the  E^vnch 
Qovenunent  which  waa  »o  oontraijr  to  r^^t^  so 
eniel  in  ita  ooaseqaancee^  bo  degrading  to  thia 
nd  10  inHiuMTi  In  i|g  tendeu^,  that 
i  not  avoid  notidng  it.  It  wm  the  da- 
le  which  deolarea  that  every  American  dtazen 
bond  on  board  the  privateer  of  an  enemy,  shall 
ke  oooaidered  and  treated  as  a  jdrate.  They 
pretended  to  foraid  this  Order  on  oor  ti«af7 
Titli  Great  Britain;  bat  he  wiahed  gentlfflnen 
Kko  tboogftt  it  JoKifiaUe,  to  torn  to  that  treaty, 
ud<aee  whether  th««  waa  any  thing  there 
vhiefa  eourtenanoed  ao  vfolent  a  meaanre.  Bat 
ibii  ia  not  all,  the  geDtleman  from  Pennaylrania 
iBcwed  that  »  dmree  had  lately  been  paaied 
which  violatea  all  the  bwa  of  neutral  natlong, 
fici  (bit  if  the  proper^,  mannOctarea,  or  po- 
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dnoe,  of  an  enemy  be  found  on  board  a  neutral 
veaael,  it  ahall  be  good  prize.  Our  Mtniateni, 
also,  who  were  commianoned  to  oontdtiate,  and 
even  to  make  eonceaaions,  thongh  they  had  been 
in  Paris  three  montha,  cap  in  hand,  bad  not 
been  abtc  to  get  a  hearing.  Under  in  theaa 
grievanoea,  what,  aaid,  he  are  we  called  upon  to 
do  1  He  shonld  not  have  been  sarpriaed  if  some 
one,  fired  with  the  I^jorles  we  have  received, 
had  brought  fbrward  a  propomlion  for  war. 
But,  inatead  of  tids,  smartiDg  as  we  are  under 
iqjnries,  our  oomroerce  bleei^ng  at  every  pore, 
and  our  country  deeply  humiliated,  we  are 
called  upon  to  aay :  You  have  done  every  thing 
to  i^jore,  insult,  tnd  degrade  na,  bnt  we  have 
deeerved  it ;  we  will  do  nothing  to  oppcee  yoo. 
Though  Ood  and  nature  have  given  qb  power, 
we  will  not  go  to  war  with  you,  neither  on  the 
present  oooasion,  nor  on  any  other,  whatever 
injury  you  may  commit  upon  na. 

However  hnuuliating  our  conduct  might  be^ 
he  repeated,  it  would  nave  no  efi'eot  upon  that 
nation.  He  did  not  wish  to  animBdvert  npon 
the  conduct  of  any  country ;  but  there  was  one 
instance  of  the  treatment  which  the  Frenoh 
Republic  has  exhibited  to  an  independent  State, 
which  he  could  not  help  uoticing.  It  was  In 
respect  to  Venice,  which  would  show,  that  no 
humiliation,  do  oonoesffion,  would  avert  the 
calami^  which  threatens  ns,  if  the  rulen  i)t 
the  country  are  determined  upon  war.  If  he 
waa  not  nMnformed,  the  drcumstauoes  of  the 
case  were  as  follows :  The  Venetiana  were  at 
peace,  and  endeavoring  to  purane  a  tine  of  neu- 
trality. A  tomnlt  arcee  in  one  of  their  towna^ 
and  the  p<nni]ace  did,  in  a  barbaroua  and  moat 
unjustifiable  manner,  maaaaere  a  number  <rf 
Fivnoh  aoldlera.  This  was  an  injury  which  oall- 
ed  for  and  deserved  atonement.  A  retaliafom 
took  place  fully  oommensurate  with  the  crime. 
The  Venetians  made  every  concession  In  Otelr 
power.  But  the  Frenoh  commander  was  not 
satisfied:  he  took  vengeance  upon  them  by 
overtnmlug  their  Oovemment — a  Government 
which  had  stood  the  teat  of  five  hundred  years. 
He  should  have  supposed  that  the  French  would 
now  have  been  satisfied ;  but  the  matter  did  not 
stop  here.  The  Oovemment  bdng  overturned, 
the  people  were  promised  a  free  Govamment, 
and  an  amelioration  of  their  oondition.  Thsj 
were  proceeding  in  the  eatahliahment  t^a  Qor- 
emment;  but,  when  tlw  treaty  came  to  be 
mftda  between  the  Frenoh  Bepnblie  and  the 
Bmperor,  he  snpnosed  it  waa  thou^t  to  be  fi>r 
the  interest  cS  that  Republic  to  sacrifice  apart 
of  this  territory,  and  to  give  it  up  to  the  Em- 
peror, to  take  a  part  to  themselves,  and  to  an- 
nex another  part  to  the  CHssl[4ne  B^nblic 
Thia  was  done ;  and  he  believed  Hm  very  part 
which  had  committed  the  offence  against  the 
Frenoh  Oovemment,  had  been  reirarded  by 
being  Joined  to  a  free  Oovemment. 

This  division  of  the  Venetian  territory  waa 
not  the  work  of  a  yonng  offloer,  elated  oj  vio- 
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IHrectorr  bsd  come  fbrward,  aaH,  hj  their  de- 
cree, hta  applanded  the  whole  condaot  of  their 
General  in  the  most  aDqnalified  termi,  paiti- 
onlorly  as  te  Tetiice  and  Oeaoa.  He  would  not 
take  upthe  time  (rftheoommitteebj  citing  the 
oondnct  of  the  French  towardi  the  latter  Re- 
pnblio.  The  case  of  Tenioe  was  sufficient  to 
show  how  little  was  to  he  expected  from  a  hn- 
miliating  conduct 

Mr,  QiLxe  thoa^t  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  been  leas  correct  in  his  state- 
ments than  he  nsnsUy  was.  He  would  allude 
particnlarlj  to  (me  instanoe.  That  gentleman 
uyH,  whatever  agKresnons  and  insolte  may  be 
heq>ed  upon  us,  the  supporters  of  the  resolu- 
tion will  not  go  to  war.  The  proportion  held 
a  directly  oontrary  language.  Itsajs:  "That, 
under  present  (arcnnutanoea,  the  United  States 
deem  it  advisalde  to  remain  in  a  state  of  peace." 
ptr.  FmoENXT  said  the  reascoi  why  he  had 
made  this  remark  was,  that  jeeterday  tbe  gen- 
tleman himself  bad  tud,  he  ehoald  not  be  for 
Ktnng  to  war,  milesi  the  conntij  was  inraded. 
He,  therefore,  connected  the  resolution  and 
this  declaration  together.]  Mr.  O.  sdd,  he  still 
repeated  the  same  thing ;  that  we  ought  not  to 
reeort  to  war  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
StatM.  But  he  drew  a  contrary  inference  from 
this,  from  that  which  that  gentleman  had  drawn, 
beoanae  he  had  acwnnpanied  the  declaration 
with  another,  that  he  was  perfectly  ready  to 


prep. 


e  to  that  extent  for  defence.    He  would 


thing  like  exertion,  and  there,  he  believed, 
exertions  nugbtbe  made  to  advantage.  Indeed, 
one  of  the  propositions,  which  is  conneotad 
with  the  present,  goes  to  this  pnipoaev  *Bi 
therefore  with  what  i»o[aie^  oontd  tne  gentl»- 
man  say,  he  and  those  who  were  of  hia  t^jnkm 
were  not  fi»- preparing  finr  defence  till  the  enemy 
is  at  the  door  I  Nor  could  he  see  any  thing  Itke 
humiliation  in  this.  Nay,  he  was  oonnnced, 
if  we  carried  our  preparations  (br  defoooe  be- 
yond our  own  linuts,  Instead  of  g^ning  glory 
or  honor,  we  shall  meet  with  notaing  but  dia- 
gntoa,  as  we  are  not  prepared  to  make  a  deftnoe 
Ktica.  Indeed,  {be  moment  we  get  beyond  onr 
larisdlctiona]  llne^  ddiBUoe  will  beoome  ofibnoe, 
MOMise  there  will  be  no  evidence  try  which  it 
can  be  aeoertained  by  whom  the  attack  «om- 
menoed.  It  wonU,  therefm  be  imwiae  to 
permit  oonelves  to  be  placed  in  this  ntoation. 
Itanj  otjeot  was  to  be  effected  by  going  oat  to 
HA,  it  most  be  the  protection  of  oar  commerce 
with  QreU  Britain  \  but  it  was  known  that  the 
two  acts  of  the  British  Pariiament  which  took 
place  In  Janoary  last,  if  peace  continnes,  may 
take  that  trade  in  a  great  meaaore  iWnn  lu. 
He  did  not  (bink,  theref<»es  that  this  was  a  suf- 
ficient olifeet  for  which  to  incnraomncb  risk. 

At  present,  said  lb.  G.  thwe  is  a  pretty  gene- 
ral opmion  in  the  country  (and  he  tfaonght  there 
was  mnoh  ground  for  the  opinion)  tihat  there  is 
a  diipoMtion  in  a  part  of  this  Hoote,  and  in 
part  of  the   Govenuamt,  for  warj  and  be 


tliought  it  was  proper  to  come  to  a  dedantim 
npon  the  subject  This  would  not  only  Ittre  t 
good  efi^t  npon  onr  own  citizeoH,  but  it  wanU 
convince  Enropean  powers,  that  thoc^  «e 
were  preparing  for  defence,  we  were  not  pre- 
paring for  war. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  wm- 
etruction  which  the  gentleman  from  OouoMti- 
ent  (Mr.  Dana)  had  given  lo  that  part  of  th« 
Message  which  speaks  of  onr  situation  beioc 
changed.  He  did  not  believe  the  PrannisT  had 
any  reference  to  the  dispodtionB  of  the  peopK 
but  to  the  state  of  things  generally. 

The  apprehension  of  war  had  already  begun 
to  produce  disagreeable  effacts  in  his  part  of 
the  country.  He  had  received  isfbrmilioD 
that  prodnce  had  fallen  tn  pHce,  and  that  ths 
sale  was  very  dnH  He  was  ci  opinion,  tttos- 
fbre,  that  the  proposed  declaratiw,  if  agreed  lo, 
would  ^>peaBe  the  minds  of  the  people.  It  wm 
said  it  would  have  no  good  effect  upon  the  Exe- 
cutive Urectory.  He  did  not  know  that  it 
would.  But  it  could  have  no  bad  affect;  sod 
it  might  have  a  good  one,  for  he  did  not  tiiink 
that  body  quite  so  abandooed  aa  some  gentls- 
men  thought  them. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  Bpokcii  of  the  psr  ' 
tition  of  Venice.  He  himself  saw  it  with  un- 
oem ;  but  where  was  the  difierence  in  crime 
between  the  French  Bepnblio  and  theEmperort 
Each  took  a  part  But  what  was  all  this  to  tb» 
United  Statesf  Were  they  to  go  to  war  to 
avenge  ihia  partition !  We  het^  nothing  of 
this  kind  some  yean  ago,  when  a  partitim  at 
Poland  took  place.  For  bis  own  part  he  wiah- 
ed^to  leave  the  powers  (^Europe  taOnaaidnL, 
and  to  draw  onrselves  within  onr  own  boim- 
dary,  where  we  should  be  ftdly  equal  to  onr 


propoeed,  it  speared  to  him  to  be  one  of  tboM 
nngaUvy  meaaurea  which  mi^t  dther  b* 
agraed  to  or  rMeoted,  withoat  producing  uv 
^eet ;  and,  untu  he  saw  the  resistance  whidi 
was  given  to  the  amendment,  be  remsiaed  of 
the  same  opinion ;  but  now  he  found  it  wh  to 
say  to  the  Etenca  nation,  "yon  may  oommit 
ag^nst  na  isinrj  aftw  iqjury,  and  iiisalt  ifttf 
i^ult^  we  nevw  will  radst  yon." 

Ifthlaweronottheintoition,  why  resist  the 
amendmentt  Taking  this  to  be  the  inten&H^ 
hs  shonld  bestow  some  obserrations  upon  it 
GcDtlemm  preached  abont  peaee.  They  try, 
"  peace,  peaeck"  as  If  we^  boUing  the  scale  « 
Ute  worid,  had  the  power  to  preserve  it  De 
not  gentlemen  know  that  peace  or  war  it  no* 
in  our  powert  Iliey  do  Imow  it,  and  that  tS 
in  onr  power  is  to  resist,  or  snbmit  Was  not 
the  clamor  which  was  heard  about  peace,  io  so 
many  words,  saying,  yon  must  submit,  not  only 
to  what  Iiduries  yon  have  reodved,  but  to  «hil 
yon  may  hereafter  reo^e  t  Was  net  evnt 
advance  m  our  part,  tar  an  a^ustmnt  of  m- 
fbrencea,  met  wltn  new  Ii|]uriee  and  new  Insdts  t 
It  would  not  be  denied.  If  peace  was  aD  thai 
geUlemea  WHrted,  th^  would  take  the  nsite- 
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Uon  in  genenl  terms,  u  propooed  to  be  amend- 
•d;  bvt  their  oppoaing  it  shows  Out  ttiej  hftve 
BO  obleotionto  boAilitj,  if  it  b«  not  wuDBt  the 
Fna&  lution — he  wonld  not  ny  whow  Mr- 
TBBtB  they  ware  deaJrona  of  bdngi  bnt  agahut 
tboaa  whom  the;  dread  they  are  afraid  to  lift 
vp  thMT  finger.  And  thia  waa  the  ajMt  of 
p«tM  which  th^  wished  to  preatrre— a  n>irit 
wliidi  he  deemed  Tile  anbrnlBdon — a  aptrit  wnioh 
waa  afr^d  to  oomplain,  and  whioh  met  every 
new  iiMnIt  without  murmur. 

Jti.  H.  r^oleed  that  this  amendment  was 
aad^  Iteoanae  it  iiad  nnmaaked  the  intention! 
of  the  mover  and  anpportera  of  the  original 
urupuaititHi.  Tbej  were  now  obliged  to  avow, 
It  ia  not  peace  with  all  the  world  whioh  we 
want,  bat  peaoe  with  France — a  serrile  and 
■Meet  sntouarioD  to  one  nation ;  a  nadon  in  be- 
huf  of  whom  thej  hare  beretof<»^  been  eager 
<rfwar;fi>r,  notwltlutandiiig  all  their 


.  Moe,  peaoe,  wlten  there  ia  no  peooe, 
they  have  ^  a  fonner  oooasion  tnen  equally 
naloaa  for  war.  All  their  eflbrtawwe  then  need 
to  taTtdre  thia  ooontjyln  war,  npontheddectf 
the  Frflnoh  BepnUio ;  bat  now,  when  measnrea 
of  reaiatanoa  are  called  for — not  against  fVanoa, 
bat  to  preveat  her  from  wonnding  her  enemy 
Afoogb  oar  ridea — their  otr  is  tamed  from  war 
to  peaeei.  This  he  repeated  end,  if  they  denied 
it,  M  wonU  refer  to  written  acoonnta  at  their 
fiaecNuaea  at  ^at  time,wUdi  would  prove  that 
they  had  aonght  war  against  En^dand,  and  an 
fJ^w^t  o&Dfive  and  defenslTe,  with  the  French 
Bepablio.  At  tliat  time,  he  and  thoae  who 
ftoBnBj  rote  with  hbn,  deseed  peaoe;  and  it 
laqolred  all  their  akill  and  flrmneaa  to  preserve 
^  aad  miioh  oUoqny  was  thrown  opon  tbun  on 
aeeoont  of  thdr  exertions.  The  gronnd  which 
ha  esd  bis  friends  thea  took  was — let  as  first 
tiy  negotiadon ;  if  that  foil,  we  will  then  Join 
jen  in  the  war.  Bnt  these  gentleiDea  were,  at 
that  time,  all  in  &vor  of  war  meaaores  in  the 
lift  iostanoe.  Whenoe  now  this  change  of 
^irttf  WhathaabeoiMneoftheqtiritof  iru, 
irtMO  it  waa  said  to  tie  di^raoefnl  to  negotiate, 
aad  that  it  would  be  baae  to  anrrwideT  the  io- 
Jepeadanoe  of  onr  oonntrT  to  a  fio'dgn  powert 
Be  wUted  be  oonld  see  the  Invaata  ttf  genUe- 
-Mt  now  ^ow  with  the  patriotism  which  thm 
mill  I  r  1  tbem;  hat,  instead  of  tl^  what  do : 
weaeet  Aqrfiit  of  tbemoet  at{)eetkind;  a 
^bit  that  woold  leave  all  our  pn^wrty  tmpro- ; 
tested  bcTOnd  the  limits  of  onr  territory,  so 
Oat  oar  oomnwnM^  from  whidi  is  derived  nve- 
listhB  at  onr  revenna,  is  to  be  abandoned,  lest, 
b  deftnding  it  we  ahoold  give  oEEteoe  to  the 
Ikaaeh  B^nbhc 

""  "  "tee  were  now  told  It  woold  be 

)  inrepaie  for  war  when  an  inva- 
rfsD  of  oar  ootmtiT  was  attempted.  And  why 
wsrathey  told  this  t  Beoaose  snoh  an  event  ia 
■et  likeJy  to  take  plaoe,  Gentlenten  know  that 
an  the  hoatilitr  whioh  France  wiahed  to  oom- 
Bit  apinat  tUs  ooantry  naj  be  dtme  by  de- 
fraying oar  oommeroe.  Bnt  they  are  dispoeed 
to  anrandar  this  part  of  onr  ligh^  rather  than 


resist ;  and  what  eeonrity  had  we  that,  if  the 
ooantiy  were  invaded,  these  gentlemen  woold 
then  raaist!  He  apprehended  that  the  same 
aptrit  whioh  led  them  now  to  submit,  would 
conlanDe  to  aotnate'them. 

lAst  year  ^ntlemen  were  opposed  to  doing 
any  thing  whuA  ahonld'alter  the  state  of  things- 
If  this  negotiation,  said  they,  foil,  we  will  then 
join  yoQ  in  active  measures.  Bnt  now,  when 
that  time  is  come,  they  tell  oa  we  most  still  ednk 
lower,  and  become  more  degraded.  We  are  to 
be  contented,  not  only  to  see  onr  ships  oaptnred, 
onr  property  destroyed,  oar  sulors  led  in  ohain^ 
onr  revenue  annilulated,  bnt  we  mnst  see  the 
army  of  the  enemy  attempt  to  land,  before  we 
will  resist. 

Mr.  H.  aald  be  would  bring  his  proofii,  to 
show  that  thoee  gentlemen  ^o  are  now  so 
loud  in  thur  oaUs  for  peace,  were  heretofore 
the  supporters  of  a  war  system.  For  this  pur- 
pose, he  adduced  ib.  Ifonroe's  view  of  the  oon- 
dnot  of  the  Executive  of  the  TTnited  Stateik 
whioh,  he  aaid,  was  a  publiootion  which  had 
met  with  the  most  unbounded  and  enthusiaatio 
qtplansea  from  all  the  party ;  and  he  read  from 
it  an  extract  of  a  letlor  from  Mr.  Uonroe  to  onr 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  September  10, 
ITQS,  pages  SOB  and  210  of  the  book,  in  which 
he  states  it  to  be  hie  opinion,  "  that  if  a  suitable 
attempt  be  made  to  engage  the  ud  of  the  French 
Government  in  snpport  of  onr  olaiius  upon  Eng- 
land, it  may  be  oooompliahed;  and  thsttosecure 
BucoesB,  it  will  be  neceeaary  to  take  the  posts 
and  Invade  Oanada." 

Wonld  ai^  man,  aaid  Mr.  H.,  who  shall  read 
tUs  passage,  say  uiat  the  eyatem  of  these  gen- 
tlemen is  apeaoe  ajstemt  And  beddee  this 
proportion  nv  takmg  the  poets  and  invading 
Oanada,  the  same  gentleman  proposes  an  ad- 
vance to  France  of  five  millions  of  dollani.  Yet 
these  are  the  gentlemen  who  now  are  willing  to 
aay  to  France,  "  We  will  not  fight  you ;  we  give 
yon  license  to  do  ns  ail  the  iqjoi^  yon  plesee. 
Yon  may  fit  oat  half  a  dozen  fngatee,  which 
will  be  able  to  block  up  our  ports ;  and  we  give 
yon  this  notioe  that  you  may  effect  your  pur- 
poae  with  littie  expense,  and  not  prepare  a  large 
fieet  for  the  porpcae." 

The  gentleman  from  Vii;pnia,  (Hr.  Oiua,) 
whose  real  for  keeping  this  ooantry  in  an  abeo- 
Intely  defonoeleea  st^  haa  surpsssed  all  the 
ceal  he  ever  befive  displayed,  ezoq)t  that  which 
he  had  shown  on  a  fmoer  ocoadon  for  brinnng 
ns  into  war,  has  told  ns  that  peaoe  ia  the  heat 
thing  we  oan  have ;  and  that  it  wonld  be  tui^t- 
errantry  to  attenntt  to  defend  our  property  at 
ae(L    After  onr  Hinisters  have  been  sent  oS, 


h  had  been  already  allowed 
to  Dejnst  conse  oi  war,  thia  waa  the  langnooe 
itf  that  ijentleman  on  the  present  occaiiDn.  To 
ahow  thia  gentleman's  oondatency,  and  beoaose 
hit  laogoage  was  at  that  time  so  qiirited,  so 
American,  and  earned  with  it  so  utadi  force 
and  energy,  he  could  not  forbear  reading  an 
extract  from  his  ^eeoh  on  the  S8th  of  March, 
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ITM,  apon  Hr.  DATroir'a  niiMioii  to  seqnertnU 
Brit^  debta.  Th«  qneetJon  yraa  not  then  whe- 
ther we  Bhould  &nn  for  oar  defence,  bnt  whe- 
ther we  shonld  nuke  an  attempt  at  negotiation. 
Tbeargnmentaof  the  gentlemaD  were,  itis  tme, 
somewhat  misplaced,  thongh  tbej  were  never- 
thelen  patriotic  and  admirable ;  and  he  ooold 
not  account  for  the  strviKe  oontnwt  of  his  pre- 
•ent  sentimentA  on  »n7  oUier  sronnd  than  that 
he  belieTod  the  tme  Interert  of  tUs  oonntry  wu 
only  to  be  effieoted  by  « treaty  of  allianoe  with 
France  and  war  witn  her  enemj.  Oentienten 
who  were  on  a  former  oocaaion  In  &vor  of 
afdrited  measDreii  in  defence  of  onr  rights,  and 
were  od  this  ooottaoa  the  some,  are  con«stent ; 
thongh  their  argomenta  might  not  altogether 
be  properly  ttmM,  yet  they  were  radically  right. 
Hr.  H.  said,  he  wonid  bring  another  example 
to  the  view  of  the  oommittee.  He  meant  that 
of  Switcerland.  Attempt  after  attempt  had 
been  made  by  France  on  the  independenoe  of 
that  oonntry.  After  going  a  variety  of  lengths, 
they  effaoted  their  pnrpose  of  driving  from 
dienoe  that  nnforhuutte  clam  of  men,  tlie  emi- 
cranta,  who  had  been  persacnted  by  those  who 
nirped  all  anthority  in  France,  and  who 


placed  thdr  raagtetrat^g.  Seeing  that  everr 
snbmMoD  Invited  freeh  inaolt,  they  nnited, 
hand  in  hand,  took  an  arms,  and  reinstated  the 
magistrates  who  had  been  displaced,  and  reaolv- 
ed  to  live  free  or  die.  What  was  the  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  thii  spirited  eondncti  The  French 
withdrew  from  thdr  territory,  disarowed  the 
meoanres  of  their  General,  uid  deolared  that 
tiiey  deetred  nothing  more  than  to  leave  the 
SwlM  in  Ml  poBMedon  of  thdr  rights. 

Let  OS,  said  Mr.  H.,  ta3ro  warning  by  thisener- 
getie  eiample  of  the  Bwiaa.  Let  ns  now  beg^n 
to  rerist  Let  ns  declare  that  we  with  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  all  the  world;  that  we  allow 
that  peace  la  good,  but  that  we  believe  indepen- 
denoe ia  better;  that  peace  la  dedrable,  bnt  not 
at  any  price — and  thw  France  will  relinqolsh 
her  aggraesions. 

At  thia  point  the  committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  agau). 

TanssDAT,  Uaroh  29. 
Sdationntim  FmnM. 

The  Ecnse  ag^  resolved  Itself  Into  a  Otnn- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UnitHL 
and  the  amendment  to  tbe  first  resolution  moved 
tty  Mr.  SpBtoo,  as  to  the  ine^iedlenoy,  under 
ezlstlng  drenmstanoee,  of  resorting  to  war 
agtinst  tbe  French  Kepnblio,  wUdh  amendment 
Is,  to  strike  ont  tbe  words  "  French  B<fKib1io," 
being  tinder  oonrideration, 

Ur.  OnJH  rose.  It  wonld  be  reeollected,  he 
B^  that  yesterday  an  attack  had  been  made 
upon  Um,  as  indecettt  in  its  manner  as  it  was 
In  Itself  novel  end  nnpreoedented.  He  had  been 
el^t  years  in  Omgrees,  bnt  he  never  before 
beard  ao  direct  ana  para<»al  on  attack.    Ue 


was  pleased,  however,  that  it  hid  been  madt) 
and  only  regretted  that  his  state  of  luehh  ra 
KQoh  OS,  he  feared,  wonld  not  soffer  him  to  go 
so  ftilly  into  a  reftitatlon  of  the  ebarges  which 
had  been  brought  against  him  as  he  could  wiifa. 
He  ihonld,  however,  state  anofa  ciromistueei 
as  wonld  not  only  disprove  the  foots  alltgad 
against  him,  bnt  also  prove  that  the  rev«ne  of 
them  woB  tme.  In  doing  whidi,  he  beg^  to 
be  corrected  If  he  sboold  misstate  any  thing; 

The  gentleman  from  Sonth  OaroUna  (llr. 
Habpeb)  had  said  "  that  it  had  been  the  el^ 
of  himself  and  his  assocjales,  bnt  partiealariy  of 
himself,  dnoe  the  year  I7M,  to  go  to  war  with 
Great  Britain,  if  poarfUe,  and  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  oSbndve  and  defbnsivet  with 
Fraiioe."'  This  charge  he  deolared  to  beenlMy 
void  of  tmth.  He  knew  that  alanden  <^  thii 
kind  had  been  dronlated  in  an  artftil  msuMr 
through  the  United  States  from  that  timeloths 
present,  bnt  be  never  bcfere  beard  the  dtirge 
publicly  made.  Being  mad^  he  wonld  refale 
it,  thongh  it  had  been  the  fonndation  of  two 


by  the  first  ray  of  tmth  which  meets  it. 

He  trusted  he  should  prove,  1^  a  reAnnoe  w 
the  debate  which  had  already  been  quoted,  and 


to  others,  that  he  bad  never  been  in  &vor  d  a 
war  with  Gre«t  Britain  ;  and  aa  to  an  alliiDoe, 
ofitounve  and  defen^ve,  with  Fyanoe,  be  new 
heard  snch  a  propoMlion  in  private  oontena- 
tjon,  and  it  will  be  allowed  that  no  soch  propo- 
sitJon  was  ever  publicly  made. 

The  inoontistency  ol  his  oonduet  hod  been 
qioken  of.  The  gentleman  trota  South  Oin^ 
na  sud  it  was  nnaooonntable  to  him  bow  the 
author  <^  soch  animated  tentJmenta  as  w<n  d^ 
Uvered  by  him,  (Mr.  G->  in  17M,  oonldnow  nt- 
ter  sentiments  so  mveiting  and  pItiAd  aathoH 
heard  fWm  him.  He  wished  Utegeatlemaa  had 
sdected  the  panagea  to  wUcib  be  aUnded,  ai  bt 
himself  was  uneonsoions  of  any  difi^rcoM  b^ 
tween  those  whlct^  he  Iben  dcUvared  and  tJi 
present  sendmenta.    From  the  year  17Htotbs 

KBsent  period,  he  had  noiformly  declared  it  to 
Us  opinion  "that  war  is  Jnstiitable  colyfn 
case  of  s^-dafenoe." 

HboldneiB  of  assertion  and  dt^tmadsn  <f  ei- 
presdoo  would  have  availed,  the  gentleman  fttia 
South  OaroUna  must  have  been  victm^ous;  Int 
he  would  beg  to  torn  tbe  attentim  of  ^ 
oommittee  tolutB.  That  gentlonaa  hadfiirt 
Introdnoed  tbe  book  of  Ifr.  Uodum,  the  anH- 
meats  <f  wbidi,  he  aaid,  certain  genwme&br 
Oielr  loprobatioo  of  it  had  adopted  aa  thor 
own,  ^.  a.  and  he  hod  read  the  book,  and 
had  found  a  great  deal  to  commend  in  it.  and 


err.  If  the  gentleman  hinueU  were  to  rsvnw 
bis  own  poUlkal  histonr,  be  donbtedwb^crtt 
would  be  fonnd  to  be  dways  eonslBtsnt.  Thm 
mi^t  have  beoi  MTMS  in  Ur.  3bairon  liii» 
try,  bnt  he  believed  they  wonld  be  (bund  tabs 
as  few  as  ever  attended  a  negotlatkin  which  WIS 
enoompawd  with  so  man^  difihialtiafc 
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Vbtf,  h«  Mked,  wM  the  letter  which  the 
gwtleniaD  rekd  from  hUbookt  It  was  a  letter 
dit«d  Deoombor  S,  ITM.  ThU  wea  not  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Monroe  to  hU  associatea,  but  to  the 
Secretary  of  8t»te;  and,  if  anj  oonapfraoy  waa 
tntended,  Geoeral  Washington  and  hii  SeoretA- 
ries  most  have  been  the  oooBpirstors.  He  uw 
BOtUng  inor«  In  thb  letter  than  a  snggeetioD  of 
what  miglit  be  done  If  the  Govenunent  thought 
proper.  Jtr.  G.  slated  the  dtoation  of  things  at 
that  time.  In  the  antninn  ot  ]7M  the  Psm- 
onn  laid  before  Ooiwren  a  oommimtoation  atat- 
ingthat  nothingfhrueroonld  bedone  between 
this  ootmtiT  and  Great  Brit^  hy  w^  of  nuo- 
tiatioD,  and  what  remaned  to  be  drae  wu  left 
to  Oovgrsm  There  never  was  m  threatening 
s  atat*  of  afiin  between  Great  Britain  and  this 
eomtry,  rince  the  reTtdntJon,  aa  at  that  period. 
At  the  time,  therefore,  when  Mr.  Monroe  wrote 
the  Irttw  in  qoeation,  he  oonM  not  ponihlj  know 
the  itale  of  a&in  here,  or  whether  they  wonld 
oome  to  an  amicable  Mttlemeot,  and  it  was 
r^t  in  him,  and  it  wonid  hare  been  oriminal 
not  to  have  done  tt,  to  state  what  it  was  likely 
might  be  done  by  France  in  oDr  &Tor  in  case  of 
extremities.  He  would  only  add  one  fbrUier  re- 
mark, aa  he  shoold  have  ocoarion  to  drfend 
himself  more  Utan  Mr.  Monroe,  wMoh  was,  that 
1m  was  at  least  as  honorable  a  cbaraoteru  any 
of  tds calumniators;  thatwhile he wasin France 
Im  effected  mnob  good,  and  that  since  bo  came 
awcj  we  had  experienced  much  ii^or^.  If  gen* 
tlenien  wonld  examine  the  state  of  thmgs  wnen 
be  first  went  to  France,  what  oar  litni^n  was 
wben  he  came  away,  and  what  it  is  now,  he 
tboogbt  tUs  woold  ^pear  evident 

Tm  gentleman  from  Bonth  Carolina,  doaht- 


aAsagreaable  task;  but  as  it  wonld 
■erre  to  dooldate  a  tmth  which  it  was  nsoes- 
aary  to  nnfltld,  he  ahonld  midertake  it,  and  show 
th^  instead  of  these  rema^  being  in  fitTor  of 
war,  tb^  were  founded  In  the  moat  seolonB 
vi^  for  pCM^Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  read  his  re- 
mtrfca  on  Mr.  Dattob's  moUon  for  a  seqnestra- 
tkn  of  British  debts,  which,  as  the  mover  would 
recoDecb  be  add,  was  a  mere  arrestotion  of 
Btitiah  oebt&  which  waa  proposed  aa  a  prevui- 
tiro  cf  war,  by  holding  in  otir  hands  what  was 


bttvior  of  t 


IT  power,  as  a  pledge  for  the  good  b»- 
>  tnat  ooontrr.  In  ordw  to  preanre 
peaee.  Hr.  G.  stated  Uie  ritnatlon  of  things  to 
be  diflfareat  from  that  which  Us,  Haspkb  had 
iiHiuwsiUmI  it  to  be^  as  the  Legfalatnre  bad  no 
faiDwla^  of  any  negotiation  being  set  on  foot 
with  Great  Britain  at  that  time.  This  debate 
tocA  plaee  on  the  SBth  of  Mardi,  when  th^  had 
been  mfottned  by  Hie  FuamBn  that  nothing 
fattber  could  be  done  bf  bim,  and  the  negotia- 
tioa  WW  not  beard  from  nntil  the  IMh  of  April 
fcDoirfng.  A  part  <^  the  'B;stem  pn^Msed  was 
u  embargo^  and  another  a  snspenaion  of  Inter- 
eoane  with  Great  Britain.  This  bill  passed  this 
Bim6,  but  WM  oagattved  in  the  Senate,  by  the 


of  the  Vioa  PBasmcm  who  is  now 
arr  oy  ths  TJwitxb  Statu;  and  if 
thia  bill  had  been  carried  into  a  law,  the  other 
reflation  for  arresting  the  British  debts  wonld 
evidently  have  been  a  proper  measnre. 

Mr.  Q.  didnot  believe  that  we  stood  Qpon  such 
DneqniToeal  ground  with  respect  to  Eranoe  as 
we  formerW  stood  upon  with  respect  to  Great 
Britain.  This  had  long  been  his  oi^ion ;  and 
tiioo^  ve  have  heavy  oompli^ts  to  make 
against  France,  they  were  not  withont  Jnst  oom- 
plaints  against  ns,  aririog  prindpally  from  the 
opeiMion  of  the  British  Treaty,  that  fatal  in 
stmment  to  the  TTidted  States 

Mr.  G.  read  some  of  the  artides  of  the  treaty, 
and  his  former  remsrin  tiiereoo,  and  denied 
that  there  was  any  wdl-fonnded  apprebenrion 
of  war  at  the  time  It  was  mider  diaonarirai.  He 
also  notioed  the  aasertion  wbidh  had  freqnently 
been  mad^  of  tbe  -Frenoh  IHreotwy  receiving 
Ieee(»u  from  this  oonnt^,  which,  be  said,  was 
too  abanrd  to  be  believed. 

Tbon^  he  Uionght  France  hod  Jnst  ground 
of  cora^Int  og^nst  thia  country,  ha  did  not 
mean  to  Justify  her  eondnot  towards  ns.  He 
thought  she  ought  to  have  received  oor  Minis- 
tars;  and,  if  they  hod  not  agreed,  to  hare  taken 
■och  meaanres  as  tbw  tbonght  Tfftmer.  But 
this  is  eni^KMing  our  Mlnislers  olotnedwith  snf- 
fldoit  powers;  if  they  were  not,  there  would 
be  some  ground  of  JnstifloatJon  for  their  oondnct. 
The  PnioroinT  of  the  Unttid  Siatis  is  in  the 
possesmon  of  information  which  wonld  satisfy 
the  OoDgress  and  the  people  in  this  respect,  but 
he  has  uoti^  propw  to  withhold  it,  and  there- 
fore he  ame  is  reep(Hirible.  There  was  one 
dronmstanoe,  he  sfdd,  Tcry  unaccountable  in 
this  bu^esi.  Tht  PRunoiET  informed  the 
Hoose  that  he  had  received  certain  pikers,  and 
says,  "  I  have  orairidered  these  fxptat ;  I  have 
dedibented  upon  tliem;  I  have  not  sent  them 
to  yon,  bnt  require  yon  to  act  opon  them; 
I  can  npon  yon  to  take  energetic  meosnrea, 
and  roqoeet  you  wiH  provide  suffldent  rer- 
enoe."  The  Hoose  has  bem  thu  obliged  to 
take  up  the  sabjeot  in  the  dark.  Is  tiiis,  said 
he,  a  dedrable  state  fiv  the  Let^slotnre  to  be 

S'ooed  in  t  Is  It  not  rather  a  degraded  state  I 
e  thought  it  was;  and  when  pifty  rage  shall 
subside,  and  it  ahall  be  seen  Okat  the  Execntire 
is  pursuing  hoetile  meaaorea,  and  keOT>lng  back 
aliinfonnaticofrom  Oongrea^  this  oononot  would 
be  deemed  extzaordinary.  He  was  &r  from 
saying  the  EzeentiTO  bad  not  done  what  was 
proper.  He  could  not  say  so,  becaose  he  had 
seen  no  evidence  i^cai  wUdh  to  ISOrm  a  judg- 
Dtent;  hut  it  Mt  a  stoong  Imprearion  cm  Iw 
ndod  that  something  was  not  conect,  whioh  was 
the  reason  the  expected  popen  were  not  sent. 
He  abto  agidn  tetferred  to  what  the  Fxnmmrr 
says  in  Us  late  Hemge  with  req»eot  to  the 
diange  of  drcmnstanoes,  wUoh  he  still  tblnla 
he  meant  to  apply  to  a  cbange  from  neutrally 
in  the  country  to  something  like  war.  And  in 
these  cinramstancea,  sud  be,  are  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  be  led  on  lh>m  stq>  to  st^ 
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until  thoj  are  irrevoeabl;  inTolved  in  irarl 
And  are  tha  people  to  be  told  that  this  ii  a  tri- 
fling qnwtion  t  When  all  the  ooontiT'  is  in 
oomrDotioD,  and  wbeo  the  people  are  preparing 
their  petitions  fbr  pefto&  (wntoh  he  thought  very 
proper,)  be  waa  not  willing  to  proceed  nntil  the 
preaent  question  waa  dedded. 

He  would  SQggecrt  anotber  idea.  He  had 
heard  a  Tarietj  of  obeerratione  from  ditEerent 

anarteri,  that  at  a  period  not  verrfiu- diftant  from 
le  present,  a  more  intimatA  oonneotion  between 
this  ooontjy  and  Great  Brit^  than  at  present 
ezista,  is  likelj  to  take  plaroe.  And  yet  gentle- 
men are  perpetoallj  orTuig,  What  I  give  up  yoor 
independenoe  I  Bo  yoQ  prefer  peace  to  inde- 
pendencet  He wonld answer, No ;  forindepen- 
aenee  be  should  be  ready  at  all  times  to  inake 
war.  Bnt  are  we,  sud  he,  called  upon  to  Hg^ 
&r  ipeonUdTe  independence,  and,  at  the  Mtme 
time,  wilUng  to  ooramit  oar  real  fndmeadeaoe 
to  the  meroy  of  another  nation  t  ^lera^  he 
asked,  is  the  differoice  between  d^Moding  npcoi 
the  French  or  British  naticmt  Ezc^  in- 
deed, (as  he  believed  was  the  qteonlatiTe  opin- 
ion of  some  gendemenj)  there  was  an  intantion 
^.asnmilating  tiie  Bntish  and  American  Got- 


Oentiemeo  talked  of  newspapera,  He  wonld 
say  a  word  on  that  soliJeoL  iWe  are  two  pa- 
pers, said  he,  printed  in  this  city,  which  not  tnily 
bre^he  defenrive,  bnt  ottetMn  war  of  the 
wont  kind.  One  of  th«ia  pwera,  he  believed, 
was  partionlarly  oomitenancea  by  the  Govern- 
ment; the  other  was  printed  by  an  inbmons 
■oomidrel,  a  British  m^eot — a  psfor  whidi  hs 
was  sorry  to  find  too  mndh  ooantenaaoed.  This 
paper  not  only  bresUtea  war,  bnt  extant ' 
war.  And  tbls  paper  lasoed  from  a 
prao,  siweads  ita  banefU  sentiments  thron^iont 
the  ooontiy.  He  [ffoohdmed  this  fact ;  and  he 
Aonld  think  himself  a  traitor  to  his  eoonti;, 
not  to  proolaim  tt; 

Mr.  O.  wonld  aajt^w  wordaasto  flwetfeot 
which  tha  lat«  French  decree  wonld  be  Ukely 


toprodnc 
had  becai 


1  told,  by  the  gentleman  from  Smith 
Carolina,  that  it  wonld  efibetnally  destroy  onr 
revenue.  He  believed  be  was  mistaken  In  this. 
To  France  and  to  thcae  nati<n>a  who  may  be  si)[^ 
posed  to  be  mider  ber  inflneDoe^  we  last  year  ez- 
pMt«d  to  dte  amonnt  of  |86lOOO,00(K  and  to 
Great  Britain  $6,000,000 ;  two-thirds  <tf  which 
arere-ezpoitod  to  the  oonnbiea  above  meotii»ed. 
Against  whom,  then,  are  we  to  arml  Against 
those  who  reodve  |S6,000,000,  fin-  the  proteo- 
tlon  of  tite  $8,000,01)0,  two-thirds  of  whiiji  are 
re-exported.  How,  Ite  asked,  wonld  this  opa- 
ntet  Wonld  the  decree  slop  the  importation 
<rf  British  goods  t  No,  it  might  lessen  them,  bat 
wonld  not  sttqt  them,  sa  the  British  wonld  be- 
come, in  some  meaBnre,th«r  own  cairiws;  and, 
aa  thMr  Teasels  paid  a  hiriier  dnty  in  onr  ports 
than  onr  own,  It  is  prob^le  onr  revuiDe  wonld 
not  1m  greatiy  lessened.  It  was  posdble,  how- 
ever, that  there  might  be  some  abnae  of  the  do- 
area  in  oanTing  it  into  exeentitn. 


He  was  as  much  opposed  to  the  decree  of  the 
Executive  Directory  as  any  man,  but  not  n 
mnoh  on  aoooont  of  any  loss  we  sboll  snitaiB 
from  it,  as  from  its  being  an  attadi  upon  onr 


nentral  rights,  which  he  preferred  to  money. 
The  British  Trea^  had  ai-^     "    *■        ■    '  ' 


uitboriied  two  act*  thst 


the  carrying  t 
veeeds ;  bat  those  acta  will  not  aflimt  onr  ves- 
sels going  to  France,  Spain,  or  Hdland.  H« 
sapposed,  therefore,  that  onr  oommerce  would 
net  be  very  materislly  iqjnred  by  the  Fieadi 
Decree.  He  did  not  know  bnt  it  wonld  vna 
be  opon  a  better  footing  than  at  preewit,  st 
there  woold  be  more  aoenrity  for  it  At  sn* 
rata,  no  rash  measaree  ooght  to  be  takoi,  nnu 
we  see  how  tiie  decree  is  to  be  eseonted. 

He  tmsted  the  gentleman  flxmi  SonthOara&ia 
was,  bj  this  tinw,  pretty  well  satis&ed  aa  to  the 
inaocnraoy<tf  his  statement.  Bafbre  geaflcmea 
make  diarges  of  inoonsistenay  ag^net  oQten. 
theiy  sboold  be  sore  that  Ih^  themselves  etaoa 
firm  in  that  respect.  TtM  gentleman  ongfat  to 
have  lo<Aed  back  npoo  his  own  conduct  in  ITM 
and  1T98.  He  had  bean  informed  that  that 
gentieman  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  an  if- 
filiated  society  of  Jacobins.  [Ur.  Eism  Mid 
it  was  not  tine.]    He  believe^  however,  iH  the 

rtiemen  who  knew  him  at  that  time  wonld 
him  llie  credit  to  say,  ttiat  he  was  metrftlie 
most  doqnent  decUmeis  of  that  day  in  &t<h 
of  the  r^ls  of  man.  Bnt  his  inconnstcocy 
had  even  ^>peared  within  these  two  d^ 
When  the  present  propodtiMi  was  fint  laid  en 
the  tsUe,  he  rdoioed  that  there  was  a  prcqieM 
of  all  ntitting  in  manifesting  a  dispooiliMi&r 
psaoe;  bntuia  itaxt  Aaj  he  nsed  argnnunt* 
which  went  to  the  deatnioti<m  (tf  the  residit- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  from  Hanoehnsettt  (6m. 
BmMTAKD)  had  made  a  remark  which  he  mart 
notice ;  it  was,  that  he  aasomed  to  dictate  to 
othecs  what  was  proper  to  be  dona  Of  thia  be 
was  not  Jastly  ohu^eaUe.  That  gentloBsa 
toldtheoommitteehe  was  a  warrior;  hevsot- 
ratad  him  as  snoh— he  was  a  wanior  in  a 
^(nioos  eaose ;  bnt  whilst  he  Tenerated  lun  m 
a  Bt^er,  ha  had  to  regret  the  p<ditical  i«a- 
indices  uider  whldi  ha  labored,  which  could 
snffir  him  to  attribate  a  motive  i^  that  kind  to 
hiuL  The  RMitleman  from  Haw  York  Ob. 
Bbookb)  had  also  fadd  the  eotnmittee  he  btd 
also  been  in  service  In  the  Bevdatica.  Ta 
he  did  not  know  before  ha  haard  it  fromtbt 
gentieman  Umsdf;  Bnt  be  had  rfnce  been  told 
he  was  engaged  in  the  hcooraUe  and  hmMas 
employment  of  ololhiar  to  the  army.  (v. 
Bboozs  said,  he  had  the  honor  of  tdiM  V 
arms  in  the  defoooe  of  his  eoontiT,  whioi  he 
carried  nnt^  he  WB8 taken  priaraier.  Hewisa 
prisroer  eie^teaD  months,  and  when  he  waiNt 
at  liberty  he  found  bis  vaoanqr  was  not  pa- 
eervedforhim.  Ha  then  served  bboonntiy  ma 
difihrentlmB,andhebclievadina  manner  whMB 
entitled  him  to  at  least  aa  mnoh  merit  as  ha  bad 
He  believed  that  pnridiDg  tiie  amir 
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■ilh  dotlung  WM  an  eBaentul  part  of  the  eec- 
m;  but,  taud  b«,  irith  great  wanuth,)  if  the 
iwllantan  aunbta  mf  bwng  a  Kddier,  I  am  here 
U  Mmrar  Um.  A  load  orf  of  order,  and  Hr. 
i.mtdawaA 

Kr.  Q.  laid,  he  had  reeuved  Qiia  informatioii 
fan  ooe  of  the  geotleinan'a  frienda.  He  made 
tUtaqairj',  beoanaa  b«  did  not  know  what  aer- 
iJMi  be  had  parfiunnd ;  and  he  aanued  bim  the 
Uaattiaa  iridch  he  had  reodred  had  tended 
to  niae,ratlier  than  to  ""fc  Mm  in  hli  estbna- 
tiaa;  bat  be  waa  not  alarmed  at  b^ng  told  he 
wMaa^div. 

It  had  been  aaid  of  the  reeolntion  befbre  the 
tcamittae,  that  b;  stBtiD£  we  are  not  readj  to 
HHrt  to  war  agidost  the  Frenoh  Repablie,  that 
it  ought  be  implied  we  are  readj  to  go  to  war 
with  «ima  other  nation.  That  tbia  idea  mi^t 
t«  done  aw^,  if  gentlemea  will  penult  the 
ncda  "againW  the  Frenoh  Bqmblio"  to  remun. 
B  tba  morer  would  giTe  hii  ooaaeDt,  be  ahonld 
tan  BO  otijeotion  to  add  the  words,  "or  any 
Mbrnatioii.'* 

lb.  Hakpkb  hoped,  as  he  had  been  partton* 
loir  aSnded  to  br  Uie  gentleman  wbo  had  jnst 
■t  dowD,  b«  alKHdd  n^  be  Mmddered  aa  tree- 
paaing  oa  tjie  patience  irf  the  oommlttee  in  an 
■iiiiaaiiiiatTlrt  »ii«nni»p  if  he  made  a  fbw  remarks 


^an^mnutvits  inauuer,  u  in  iiiauo  a  i«w  rviu 

h  itqilf,  tiiongb  be  aid  not  mean  to  do  it , 
enUr,  as  ha  perceived  othna  had  nnderti 
to  do  that,  whom  be  waa  oonsdoos  were  better 


do  It  gnt- 
indertaken 


aUe  to  do  it  than  himaolC  He  waa  called  np 
■imljliji  Hin  gentlonan'a pnamal obeervationiL 
In  the  fiiat  plao^  he  was  charged  with  great 
iDdeaaio7  in  bringing  ftnward  and  commentiDg 
imoB  tba  ffentleman'a  own  q»eeah.  He  left  it  to 
the  canunTttoe  to  detenolne  with  what  propriety 
thia  eompUnt  came  from  a  penon  who  haa 
omitted  no  ontoctnnity  ot  attiibntiitg  tlte  worst 
of  notiTea,  Ut  <nlr  to  gentlemen  in  that  Honae, 
btt  to  othm  out  of  It ;  ndther  age,  dtantoter, 
WW-  ■baan  na,  haTO  preatared  gmtlMnen  fhNn  his 

niWB fi mil  ■  fiirnnr  rrhn  tiaii  iil ii  ijn inflnlflnil 

haoaslf  in  the  moat  Tioleat  philippicB  against  the 
ZueoliTe  ef  tbe  United  Statea,  and  all  wbo  ocA- 
cBrradinMaineaanrea;  fhHnapasonwho,  wbui 
1  declare  they  are  for  peace,  aaya  he 


■mtlemen  d 
Sow  not  bd 


[yebaiged  all  thoae 


kapenon 
wltbinoo 


■9  of  thia  Honaef  He  tbon^  the 
tmillMiiaM  onriit  to  attend  to  the  oM,  bnt  Jut 
ad^i,  ■*HewboIiTei  in  a^aaatiooae  ongbt  not 
te  M  tha  flnt  to.  throw  atcmea."  If  there  eonld 
itm  naa  autre  regardlew  thu  that  gentleman 
of  «11  the  calea  of  deoormn  hi  AaMbb,  be  1  ' 
>afr^  beard  him. 

Aa  to  the  charge  of  ineonaateno^  In  hia  o 
dtact,  it  bad  often  been  made  In  private,  and  aa 
aCbmeontradiatad;  bntaait  ianowbrooght  into 
yab£e  view,  iie  wonld  aay  a  few  words  on  that 


It  was  Bud,  that  in  1761  and  179S,  he  was  a 
member  of  a  Jacobin  society,  and  a  warm  ile- 
daimer  in  &vor  of  the  rights  of  man.  What 
said  reapeothig  his  heing  a  member  of  a 
Jacobin  society,  is  one  of  those  blseboods  ot 
party,  which,  thon^  known  to  be  nnftmnded, 
'■  Btill  reported. 

The  fact,  Mr.  H,  said,  waa  this,  which  he 
never  ooooeeled:  In  the  year  1791,  there  were  * 
institnted  in  Oharleston  a  variety  of  dubs, 
(there  were  several  before  that  time ;)  of  many 
of  these,  being  a  yonng  practitioner  of  the  law, 
and  deeiroos  of  extending  bis  aoqnaintance,  M»q 
proonring  bn^neaa,  he  was  a  member.  Among 
theae  was  a  society  called  a  Patriotao  8od^. 
It  waa  oompoaed  of  French  and  American  da- 
zona;  and  tie  and  seven  or  eight  other  yomiff 
practitioners  became  membera,  and  attended 
one  or  two  evenings;  bnt,  flsdmg  it  oompoeed 
of  persons  from  whose  soOety  mnch  improve- 
ment oovld  not  be  erpeotedj  they  never  went 
afterwards ;  and  so  anti'Jacohjnlo  waa  Uielr  con- 
duct coDsidered,  that  Ui^  merited  and  received 
an  axpnlsion  from  the  sodety. 
Aa  to  being  a  deolaimer  in  &vor  of  the  righta 
man  in  1701  and  1793,  he  owned  he  partook 
of  that  enthnriaam  which  at  that  time  ra^  in 
America,  because  he  was  deceived.  He  then 
bdienj  the  French  had  been  mdostiflaUy  at- 
taoked,  bnt  he  now  foond  that  they  were  the 
first  awEulantfl.  He  then  believed  that  the  trea- 
ties of  Pilnitz*  and  Pavia,  of  which  th^  had 
heard  so  mncb,  were  realiliM;  bnt  he  now 
found  them  contemptible  forgeries.  With  rfr- 
speot  to  other  parta  of  the  Erendi  Bevolntioii, ' 
he  then  believed  that  the  prindpal  aeti»a  in  it 
were  virtoons  patriote,  but  he  had  nnce  discov- 
ered that  they  were  a  aet  of  wwthlest  soonn- 
diela  and  mad-headed  tmthariasts,  who,  in 
endeavoring  to  rednoe  thur  bUadotn  sobwnea 
to  praetioe,  have  indodooed  more  calamitlea 
into  the  world,  than  ages  of  good  govemmcoit 
wiD  be  aUe  to  cnre. 
Ur.  H.  aald,  he  never  waa  a  dedumer  in  ia- 
jr  of  what  gentlemen  meant  by  the  rights  of 
man.  He  heM  them  and  their  anthor  in  merit- 
ed eontempL  The  pretended  &otitdons  righta 
of  man  to  which  gentlemen  referred,  were  the 
righta  of  a  few  noisy  demasognea  over  the 
righta  ot  the  people.  Thonu  he  always  be- 
lieved tins,  be  did  not  know  it  so  well,  in  1701 
and  1793,  as  he  knew  it  in  1794,  and  Binoa. 
And,  therefore^  he  waa  not  a  dedidmer  in  favor 
of  wliat  the  gentlemen  mean  by  the  ri^ts  of 
man,  bat  be  waa  a  warm  admirer  of  the^imoh 
Revololioii,  when  he  thoog^t  the  ol^Jeot  yraa 
the  estabiiehmeot  ot  the  tme  righta  of  man; 
but,  nnce  he  discovered  that  this  was  neither 


•  Ths  ipatker  twn  iSadM  la  111*  p^n  oalM  "UwiN- 
OBd  bHlTOt  mnltL"wUah  b*  itettim  to  te  ■  Aavujr. 
Tba  lint  tn^  of  PllBltiini  ■  UM*  MBdlOostl  aanniut 
ImIwmb  tlw  EmpMOT  ud  Uw  KInt  of  Pnab,  Ibst  II  dtba 
or  ttaam  >b»>Id  Im  *tt>ok*d  1^  FnoNb  tlwT  wmld  nnlto  U 
npel  tba  attuk.  Thli  trH^tbarsTawM;  lad  wliaB,ga 
tba  aooMtano*  ot  th*  nair  CouilRUloa  bi  tU  Klu  o( 
FImIlB^  baltar  pnapeeti  ot  ■  peuaabla  ooadnctoi  "--i— ■ 


if  Uut  BMiOB  wan 


I  KluoT 

ntbTliait 
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tha  oljjeet  nor  would  it  be  the  efibot,  instead  of 
viewing  that  ReTohitlon  as  a  ble«dDg  to  the 
vorld,  which  he  once  thonght  it,  he  now  riew- 
ed  it  as  the  greatest  onrse  that  erer  afflicted 
mankind ;  as  a  phial  (^  wrath  from  Heaven,  the 
Inttereet  that  everwaapooredontapon  the  earth. 

There  was  a  oertain  apedes  ot  the  rights  of 
man  of  which  he  had  atweTs  been  the  defender, 
'  in  favor  of  which  his  voioe  wonld  always  be 
heard.  He  had,  in  a  well-known  instance,  ad- 
vocated the  rights  of  his  feUow-dtiiens  in  the 
b«et  manner  he  was  able^  and  in  a  maimer 
which  had  obtained  fbr  him  their  thanb  and 
their  remembronce.  How  he  oondnoled  that 
defence,  was  well  known  to  some  of  his  ool- 
Iragnea  in  that  Hooae. 

Ifr.  H.  denied  that  he  had  been  Inoonristent 
vitii  req)eot  to  the  propodlion  befwe  the  com- 
mittee. He  then  notioed  what  bad  &llen  ttoca 
Ur.  GiUB  with  respect  to  ibe  decree  of  the 
Frenidi  Direotoi?  not  b^ng  so  inimical  to  tikia 
oonntr;  as  it  had  been  sopposed  fa>  be.  Hr.  H. 
oharged  Mr.  0.  with  being  mnqh  ndstaken  ia 
snppoaing  that  only  the  amonnt  of  eight  mil* 
lions  of  doUare  was  exported  to  Great  Britain 
and  her  dominions,  or  that  thirtj-aiz  millions 
of  dollars  were  exported  to  France,  and  to 
oonntriee  connected  with  her.  Ont  of  the  fifty- 
one  millions  exported  from  this  ooontrj  daring 
last  rear,  it  appeared  bj  the  statement  before 
them  that  dght  millions  five  hnndred  tbonsand 
were  sent  to  Great  Britain ;  nine  milUcmB  to  the 
Hanse  towns;  to  France  and  ber  dominiona 
eleven  milliona.  Bnt,  he  asked  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  knew  the  reawm  whj  ttiia 
cmomit  to  Fruice  appeared  ao  laiwe  t  U  not 
he  would  tell  hhn.  All  the  pro&oe  ahif^ted 
for  the  British  West  Indies  in  lIVI,  was  ahnost 
eoDStanU;  cleared  ont  fbr  French  porta,  in  order 
to  avcnd  the  effects  of  the  plnn^rinc  deoees 
<a  Oie  Fnaeii  West  Indies^  and  this  was  the 
reason  why  riz  or  seven  millions  qipeared  on- 


It  to  appear  n 
m seemed  ton] 


another,  Bnt  t}ie  gentleman  seemed  to  nippose 
that  all  whioh  did  not  so  to  Cheat  Britain  went 
to  France,  and  oonntriee  connected  with  her. 
At  least  twenty  millions,  ont  of  fifty-one  mil- 
lions, went  to  oonntriee  over  whom  ^-anoe  had 
no  power;  and,  when  to  these  were  added  what 
was  seot  to  Oreat  Britain,  and  rix  or  seven 
milliona  were  dednoted  on  the  gronnd  he  had 
mentioned,  the  gentleman  wonld  find  the  bal- 
•not  was  not  very  conatderihte. 

Ur.  H.  B^  be  shoold  not  notice  what  the 
gentienun  had  ohoaen  to  s»  raq»ecting  the  Brit- 
bh  Minister,  ezc({>t  as  to  um  Impnmer  manner 
in  which  be  had  called  a  oonfideotial  penon  a 
oonfidential  agent  of  the  Minister,  and  to  my 
that  he  oonld  not  see  any  analosy  between  this 
case  and  that  of  the  French  tunirter,  who  fit- 
ted ont  privUeera  and  levied  troops  in  onr 
oonntry  witboot  pamiaion  from  tiie  Fbibi- 
DBNT  or  THK  UHinD  BrATia. 

The  gentleman  from  YiiviDia  had  entered 
felly,  not  only  into  a  jnatifloation  of  himself, 
but  of  his  friends.    How  &r  be  has  uqoltted 


i»i*«<>M». [MaiM,  17*8, 

himself  and  tbem  from  the  weight;  ebai^ea 
which  he  had  exhibited,  he  was  not  Uie  propw 
person  to  Jndge ;  he  left  tiie  public  to  deter- 
mine. He  most,  howev^  beg  leave  to  correot 
him  in  one  of  bis  fiuta.  He  infimoed  the  oms- 
mlttee  that  the  lett«  of  Mr.  Monroe,  wUch  bad 
been  qaoted,  wa*  written  in  Beounba,  HH, 
whereas  it  wan  dated  Paria,  September  11^  ITBB, 
long  after  that  Minister  bad  been  i^cially  in- 
formed by  onr  Minister  in  London,  that  tha 
British  Treaty  was  eonolnded  and  ugned ;  yet 
tluB  letter  recommends  the  taking  of  the  poeta, 
the  invasion  of  Oanada,  and  the  onttingap  rf 
the  British  commerce  by  privateenLHe  did 
not  say  that  this  letter  was  a  proof  ot  oons[rita- 
oy,  bnt  of  a  system  of  policy  wldoh  wis  vecy 
oontraiy  to  a  peaoa  aystem. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  s^n,  he  (Mr.  QJ\  never 
proposed  war  against  Great  Britain.  Ha  knew 
it  The  gentleman  atw^  nioke  of  peace,  bnt 
pnraaed  measnree  whioh  led  to  war.  He  did 
not  Bfmt  tit  war  wh«i  he  recommended  saqnea- 
trationa,  oonflsoationa  Ac,  becmse  he  IcTed 
peaoe.  Hedidnot  talkof war ;  bnt,wlulatbe 
and  his  friends  opposed  meaanrea  of  de&nc^ 
they  were  in  favor  of  every  measure  whidi  kd 
to  war.  While  they  were  irritating  a  nation  to 
war,  the^  opposed  the  bnildins  of  the  fiijptea. 
He  oonld  not  say  what  were  the  views  cf  geo- 
tlenien  in  doing  this,  bnt  he  wonld  sn  what 
appearance  it  had  on  his  mind,  when  he  wu 
ar  removed  from  the  seat  of  Govemmmt.  He 
thonght  It  seemed  as  if  goitlemen  beliSTed  it 
ironldbe  well  toget  to  war,  and  tJioi  rely  i^vd 
their  &vof1te  nation  fbr  npport 

Mr.  Bboozs  again  oomidtined  ot  the  faisinna- 
tion  whidi  Hr.  Oiui  had  thrown  ont  against 
him,  which  he  said  waa  not  called  fiv  liy  my 
oiroomstanoea  nnder  ooDsid^^tioa 

Ttr.  QiLB  asaored  him  he  meattooed  the  ftot 
allnded  to,  oat  <rf  no  disreapeot  to  him.   mth 

Mt  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Umonefa  letter,  b* 

been  deceived  by  a  leaf  brang  folded  dcnni 
at  the  letter,  the  date  of  which  he  hid  toen- 
tionod.  The  gentieman  had  said  that  he  hid 
Bttriboted  impr^>OT  motives  to  i1m  Pnsnsn 
or  Tsa  UHmn  SrATia.  Tlda  he  deided.  He 
had  said,  be  took  meaanrea  whioh  he  did  not 
approve,  and  be  hoped  a  dlflbreooe  of  tmiAa 
fr«n  ai^  man  wonld  not  be  tmpnted  to  him  n 
aerime.  With  re^MOt  to  the  explanation  wUA 
thegentlemuhad^venofhis  own  ecadaet,  h* 
was  glad  to  bear  it  It  was  to  obtain  this  ex- 
planimon,  that  he  muitioned  tbe  reports  wUidt 
ne  had  heard.  Jti.  O.  renewed  tha  aeMriicii, 
titat  he  and  his  trienda  alwaya  had  been  wiUiig 
to  pnt  the  nation  in  s  atate  ot  defhnoe.  As  to 
d>e  ftigatea,  he  ported  in  his  vote  agalnat  then; 
bat  with  reapect  to  the  nae  <tf  tbem,  the  rati*- 
man  was  mistaken.  They  were  intended  to  bt 
sent  ag^nst  the  Algerinca  only. 

FscuT,  March  80. 

Selatimt  witA  RvnM. 

Mr.  AixsK  observed,  that  when  the  Pnsmm 

or  THB  trmKD  Statu  sent  hia  first  Meaeage  to 
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Hw  HooMj^aimoiinoing  the  receipt  of  despatches 
from  onr  OramniHionera  in  Paris,  he  stated  that 
it  wootd  take  «ome  time  to  decipher  the  da- 
tfKUHuB  which  he  bad  received.  Borne  days 
■RenrardH,  oA  the  IStb  instAnt,  he  sent  another 
HMBige  infbnniog  the  Howe,  "  that  it  waa  in- 
enmb^t  on  him  to  declare  that  he  Mw  no 
gronsd  of  ezpectstioD  that  the  olfjeot  of  their 
nusion  oonla  1>e  accompliabed  on  tenua  com- 
patible with  the  safetj,  honor,  or  the  essential 
WereotB  of  Hie  nation." 

It  had  bem  obaerred,  in  tlw  coarse  of  the 
delate  in  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  oa  the 
state  of  tbe  Union,  and  not  in  the  moat  candid 
ind  prc^oer  manner,  that  the  papers  received 
from  our  Conunisloneia  on^t  to  have  been  l^d 
bef(n«  the  Honse,  and  the  Prbsideiit  had  been 
chained  with  withholding  them.  He  supposed 
gentlemen  woold  have  been  satisfied,  and  ho 
ws!!,  with  the  informstion  which  the  Psesident 
had  alreadjr  oommnnicated,  that  onr  Commis' 
Rooera  are  not  received,  and  that  Franca  reibses 
to  hear  ns.  Bnt,  tbongh  he  was  himself  satis- 
fied with  the  information  he  had  at  present,  he 
bdieved  there  were  man;  gentlemen  in  the 
Hoitse  who  wished  for  more,  liecaDse  there  is  a 
paper  printed  in  this  city,  which  is  oontinnallj 
iBriniudng  that  tiiere  is  something  in  these  de- 
qMtchea  which,  if  thej  were  made  known, 
woold  ahow  that  the  oondnot  of  the  Ezeontive 
has  been  imptaper ;  beoaose  he  fonnd  that  paper 
often  qteaUng  the  laotfaa^  of  sentlemeD  in  thia 
HoQse,  and  i^eh  epoke  it,  he  helieTed,  on  this 
oecAsion ;  and  because,  if  this  ts  not  tme,  he 
wided  the  pe<^le  to  be  undeceived ;  or  if  tme, 
that  he  and  those  who  thought  witji  him,  that 
DO  soch  blame  existed,  might  be  convinced  of 
their  error ;  he  proposed  tlte  following  reeoln- 
tion.  to  which  be  hoped  there  wonld  be  no 


United  States  to  tlie  Freniii  Rcpablic,  mentioned 
U  Hr-ng-  at  Uie  IStli  ioituit,  or  xuA  parU  t/UrteJ^ 
m  owienttKHu  qf  pubUe  tafdiy  and  imterat,  u  iUi 

Mr.  8.  SioTH  said,  he  ehonid  have  no  objection 
t»  the  roeolntloii,  if  the  latter  part  of  it  was 
■nek  out.  If  the  PazaiDcisT  thooght  it  neces- 
■B7  that  any  part  of  (he  oonwondenoe  ought 
to  be  k«pt  Mtret,  he  woold,  as  is  Qsnal  in  enoh 
tmos  inform  the  House  that  this  was  the  case, 
■ad  the  gaQeriM  vonld  accordmgl;  be  cleared. 
The  oommonicatiiHi  would  then  probablj  be  re- 
fined to  a  select  committee,  and  such  parts  of 
k  pabli^ied  as  might  appear  proper. 

Mr.  AU.BX  observed,  that  there  might  be 
parts  of  Uiis  ootreqxxidenoe  which  it  woold  not 
be  proper  to  eommnnicate  to  this  Honse,  even 
ftinfideotiallj.  If  Uiis  was  not  the  case,  the 
Pbodext  ooold  atiU  communicate  such  piul  of 
tiM  eoTTCspoadenoe  in  oonfldeoce  as  he  majr 
rtiinh  proper.  He  wi^ed  to  leave  tbe  Pbesi- 
■art  to  act  aooording  to  his  discretion.  With- 
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out  some  portion  of  this  discretion  bdng  allowed 
him,  the  GovernTneDt  ooold  not  proceed. 

Hr.  Giles  sdd,  no  part  of  the  correspondence 
on^t  to  be  kept  from  Oougress.  He  was  not 
himself  satisfied  s^  to  the  emceritj  of  the  pro- 
oeedlnea  of  the  Giecntive  of  the  United  States 
towards  France ;  he  wished,  therefore,  not  only 
to  have  tbe  oorrespondenoe  of  onr  Hinisteia, 
bnt  the  instrDctions  which  were  given  to  them. 
Mr.  G.  defended  what  he  bad  yesterday  said 
about  the  Pbebidbnt  and  these  papers,  and 
hoped  if  the  House  called  for  the  papers  at  all, 
they  wonld  call  tbr  all  the  papeis,  and  the  in- 
stractions  npon  which  oor  Ministers  acted. 

Hx.  I^vtnoSTOK  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  all  the  words  after  the  IQth 
instant,  and  insert  after  the  words  "(his  Honse, " 
"  the  instructions  to  and."  This  was  not  a  time, 
Ur.  L.  said,  to  stand  npon  trifling  punctilios, 
which  might  be  proper  npon  ordinary  occasions. 
They  were  now  called  upon  to  say  whether  the 
country  should  be  preserved  in  peace  or  go  to 
war;  yet  tbe  correspondence,  which  ought  to 
convince  the  House  of  the  propriety  of  actine 
in  this  or  that  way,  is  witiibeld.  How  could 
they  say  to  their  oonstitnents,  without  this  in- 
formation, all  has  been  done  that  conld  be  done 
to  preserve  the  country  in  peace,  but  war  was 
inevitable  t  And  if  war  is  rushed  into  headlong, 
without  due  consideration,  and  consequently 
withont  ascertaining  whether  it  is  just  or  not, 
can  it  be  expected  that  the  wishes  and  aids  vX 
the  psople  will  be  heartily  engaged  in  snoh  a 
wart    They  certainly  would  not 

It  would  be  no  answer  to  say  that  our  nego- 
tiation with  a  foreign  power  wonld  by  this 
means  be  exposed.  The  communication  might 
be  mode  with  closed  doors,  and  no  one  ooold 
suppose  any  tiling  would  be  exposed  by  tiie 
members  of  the  Legislature  which  the  good  of 
the  country  reqniree  to  be  kept  secret.  Bnt 
genUemen  wish  this  House  V>  repose  the  strict- 
est confidence  in  one  branch  of  the  Government, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  say  no  confldenoO' 
can  be  plaoed  in  the  integrity  of  this  House. 
[Mr.  Ai.i.as  eiclaimed,  who  sdd  it!]  Mr.  L. 
replied,  that  this  was  a  &iT  inference  mnn  what 
had  beeosiud. 

The  latter  part  of  the  reeolution  proposed  to 
transftr  a  right  to  the  pBBamEirr,  which  It 
on^t  itself  to  exercise,  as  to  judging  of  what 
it  was  proper  to  pnblish  in  conaderatien  of  the 
public  safety  and  interest  If  this  power  was 
given  to  the  PBEamsirr,  he  mi{^t  withhold  sudi 
parts  of  the  papers  as  might  preveot  a  eorreot 
judgment  being  formed  npon  them.  He  waa 
not  himself  disposed  to  cede  to  tbe  FBEsroxnT 
the  rif^t  which  he  was  sent  there  to  exerdse 
fbr  his  constitnenta,  of  judging  of  so  Important 
a  question,  as  a  question  of  peace  or  war.  He 
could  not  basely  snrrender  this  right  If  the 
papers  were  called  fbr  at  all,  be  hoped  the  wbtde 
wonld  be  called  ft>r,  in  order  Aat  the  House 
might  ti>rm  that  sound  and  temperate  judgment 
for  which  the  present  crisis  so  loudly  calls,  and 
for  whioh  the  peoole  of  the  United  Statas  so 
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H.  or  B.}  Sl^Jmm 

aoxioDsly  look.  Indeed,  to  pug  the  resolnttoli 
QD&meuded,  would,  in  hla  opinioD,  be  a  shame- 
(iil  deralicUon  of  their  rights. 

Hr,  Batasd  Uwoght  the  prt^rletr  of  this 
call  upoD  the  Prisidkmt  wu  extremely  donbt- 
flil,  and,  ult  regarded  the  iiistniotiolu  ^ren  to 
our  Ifiiusten,  whollj  improper,  Wltli  neptot 
to  the  cmnmnnioation  of  the  deepatohet,  it  waa 
wholly  a  mattor  of  Ezeontive  diacTedon  to  Jndge 
vbetber  it  would  be  proper  to  oommniiioate 
them  or  not.  He  wat  one  of  thoae  who  had  eo 
macb  oonfidenoe  in  the  Executive,  as  to  traat 
to  hia  candor,  understanding,  and  integritj,  to 
determine  upon  the  propriety  of  what  he  aooold 
lend  to,  or  withhold  from,  thia  Honse.  At  a 
time  wtien  it  is  not  known  that  oor  n^^tiation 
with  France  is  doaed,  it  would  be  extremely 
imprndent  to  have  the  inabnotiona  of  onr  Min- 
iatera  UiA  before  thia  Honae;  ai  what  waa  aent 
here,notwiQutandinganjToteofaeareoy,  would 
not  long  be  kept  aeoret.  It  would  soon  be  in 
Enrope,  and  might  do  na  eeaential  ii^a^,  by  die- 
oloeing  onr  nltimatam  to  France,  and  by  Aowing 
It  alao  to  the  worid.  It  waa  in  vain,  Mr.  B. 
a^  to  anppoae  that  one  hundred  men  could 
keep  a  aeoret  for  any  length  of  time,  however 
Important  It  might  be.  To  elnoidate  tJiat  aaaer- 
Uto,  be  referred  to  the  divolging  the  aeeret  of 
the  BritiBh  Treaty  by  a  Senator. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Ur,  Oilbb) 
baa  no  confidenoe  in  the  Government  of  thia 
coontry  with  reapect  to  ita  ne^tUtion  with 
France ;  and  in  order  to  tir  tlte  ainoerity  of  the 
Exeontive,  he  wlahea  for  toe  mera.    Doea  Ae 

C'emaa  by  tiua  mean  to  rive  the  lie  to  the 
ntivet  BeeanaeiuhiaMeaaagehehaat^ 
the  Honae  that  he  baa  ^ven  power  to  onr  ICin- 
iatera  to  aettle  onr  di^nteawith  the  French 
Bepnblio,  and  to  "make  all  reaaonable  oonoes- 
aiona."  What  more  does  the  gentleoian  wish  t 
Does  be  wiab  Dnreasonable  oonceeaiona  to  be 
loadet  Snrdy  he  doea'  not.  Did  any  thing 
■ftpear  in  the  ocmdoot  of  the  Frenoh  Dbeotory 
to  ihow  that  onr  Hiniateia  were  not  poeaeaeed 
of  ample  poweiBt  No;  tbe  IMreotory  never 
knew  any  thing  abont  thor  powera,  at  leaat  ao 
br  aa  any  offloial  ownmnnioaJloiia  had  been  rft* 
ceived  on  the  mt^jeot  There  oonld  not^  there- 
fore be  anv  ground  upon  wUoh  tbe  gentleman 
eonid  teat  bla  ao^dcn^    He  hoped,  therefore, 


e  Spuxra  aaid,  the  amendment  to  inaert 
"tbe  instruotdoDB  to  and,"  would  oome  first 
under  oonaideration. 

Mr.  Habpkb  aaid,  be  did  not  mean  at  thia 
time  to  enter  into  the  merita  of  the  preaent 
question.    It  was  important,  and  preaented  itself 
ta  a  new  light  to  the  House.    The  original  i 
tion  he  was  ready  to  have  voted  for ;  he  did 
know  whether  he  night  not  vote  for  this, 
he  wished  dme  to  oouaider  of  it.    He  therefore 
moved  the  farther  oouuderation  of  Uiia  qneetion 
be  poBtponod  till  Monday, 

Mr.  AuxH  bad  no  ot^eotion  to  the  poa^tone- 


ment,  eioept  the  mover  of  the  BmendmuLt 
would  permit  it  to  be  amended  bv  a  modi&w- 
lion  of  this  aort :  "Sncli  parta  of  thoae  eomnii- 
nteationa  as  were  communloated  to  the  Frwah 
Government." 

Tbe  qiuatioD  for  poatponament  wai  put  nd 
oarried— 47  to  41. 

MoNDAT,  April  St. 
The  Bpulxxs  attended  to-day,  and  took  the 

Sttf>h«R  OatOriO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  0.  Oumoain,  the  Hone 
reeolved  itself  into  a  Gonunlttee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  report  of  the  Seoretsiy  of  War  on  the  peti- 
tJOD  ot  Stephen  Oantrill  ■  and  tbe  report  ubl 
p^r«  accompanying  it  were  read.  Tb«  report 
waa  aa  follows: 

The  Seetetary  <if  War,  to  whom  wu  nfanadtki 
patitiaa  cfStefOien  Cantrin,  TtipeGlftinj  raporto ;  Tltl 
the  MrrioM  for  whidh  the  pMitiaiMi-  praji  eampeii» 
tiaa  to  himMlf  and  a  compaoj  which  ha  sonunude^ 
wBie  peifannad  In  the  month  of  SepUmbOT,  1791, 
OD  an  expedition  «oiidactadI^M^CTJ>meiOTr,iiiH 
the  Lower  Cherokea  oanntiy,  wUcA  Utati  tn  Aa  dt- 
■trnotlon  of  two  ooulderable  Indian  towna,  QmBib- 
niag  Water  and  Niak^}aok,  tbo  kUOi^  of  anombwol 
IndiaiH,  and  the  taking  abont  twanty  pnaaatn. 

"  That  Aa  lepoM  of  H^fDT  Orr  to  Oavanor  Bkoit, 
dated  at  KDmnincs  lb>  Hth  September,  1TM,  dw*^ 
fliat  tbU  enaditkn  manbed  on  Hm  7th  of  the  om 
month,  and  waa  oidemd  1^  Qenaial  BobaitHB,<f 
Msni  di«tciat. 

"That  A*  Olden  of  Gaaaral  Robertaen  fta  tUt  |IB^ 
pose  ware  aftarwarda  eonunnnioated  by  UoueK  W 
Gov.  Bknmt,  in  a  latter  dated  the  eOtOetobn,  17H, 
deti^Ung  hi*  naiona  Ibr  the  Mder. 

"  That  lettan  6i>m  Oovemor  BlonnI  to  the  Stoe- 
tuy  of  War,  dited  the  23d  of  September  and  Sd  4 
October,  1 79i,  w  well  u  tha  copy  of  an  oidar,  wliiA 
he  •tatn  to  have  been  the  laat  given  by  him  to  G*- 
aral  Robertson,  previom  to  this  expeditjon,  erince  dttt 
tbe  Govenioi  did  not  amotion  dw  meaanre. 

"  That  the  Seorataiy  of  War,  previoaa  to  thj/* 
OiA  expedition.  In  a  letter  to  GoreiBer  BtooDt,  dMid 
the  S6lh  Joly,  1794,  itieagly  diaoo^raged  tin  Umi/ 
deabeyiiig  tha  lower  towns  of  die  duoekeaa,  in  Aa 
fidlowingword^  riti  'Vlthieapeot  todaAer^At 


ai^  Midi  msaaDre,  moie  aqiacully  aa  the 
ject  waa  beftn  the  last  seMoo  i^  Caagn 


Kanaing  Watar  and  Niokajack  waa  eommnnicatcd  H 
him,  the  Sactetaiy  rtrongly  diaavowed  ai^  paitidra- 
tion  in  the  bniiiiesa,  by  U*  letter  to  Governor  Bhn^ 
dated  the  22dorDeeember,  1794,  in  Aeaeworiani: 
*  The  daatonction  of  tbabwrrCbenhea  t(        ""'' 


"  ThM  die  Praddent  at  all  timea,  aa  well  befta*  ■• 
after  thia  aipadit^  andeavond  to  eonfitia  the  {se- 
tectiim  of  the  frontier  «f  the  Sosdt-weatein  TanMr 
to  defendTS  operation^  and  to  laatrain  Atan  IboM 
which  waie  ofiudve. 
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ttBf  int.]  Proruiom 

■■ni^tndMlrlMle,  tt  appean,  tin  Mirieei  fbr 

ftoi  CwMD,  wtn  patfonned  tn  an  axpo^^oo,  oStei- 
A^  DBudKaiad,  >Dd  in  direct  TiolatioD  of  the  orien 
hn  lb*  ftaudant  to  Qtmcax  Bloqnt,  bj  wbom  alio 
l^  an*  mt  MiwtioiMd. 

'IbadDcunaBtantand  to^  and  oAan  aoDOBatBd 
tilh  tin  nbjact,  are  henwith  pmanted,  namberad 


"AUwhidiuTeifectfbllj  nbmitted  to  IlicHoiue 


Tb»  raadiiig 


nading  being  flnlshed,  Mr.  W.  ( 
nid,  t^  in  hia  opinion,  thii  oli 


\  0,  Oi^- 
li  olum  v&s 
firaded  on  the  prinoiples  of  juitiae ;  uid  he 
tatad  eT«nr  membw  vho  had  attended  to  tiie 
m&Kdf  tn  doflvmenta,  must  aooord  vitli  him 
m  opiidm,  tint  the  Ni^qjAok  apeditioo,  nnder- 
tikn  I?  U^or  Jvoea  Orr,  In  1?H  >°to  the 
Lower  (Sierokee  oonntr^,  -wu  BUthorized  by 
Cwenl  Bobertaon ;  and  it  remains  nov  to  be 
itnUtii,  whether  aoidiera  eliall  not  be  entitled  to 

Konfil  ther  lisve  preTinoel;  MHnred  tliem- 
n  of  tlM  legitimate  aathtoi^  of  thw  com- 
nuidiiig  officer.  At  the  time  irh«t  thia  ezpe- 
fEioa  WM  set  on  foot,  a  war  raged  between  the 
tDOMd  States  and  the  Oherokee  natton  of  In- 
fioH,  tlie  borrora  of  wUoh  bore  hard  npoa  the 
AtrutirfHero;  the  veij  niateaee  of  theeet- 
ttoent  WM  tiiraatened ;  acaroelj  a  day  paased 
«itboot  Mme  0D«  or  other  of  the  inhabitants,  or 
of  tb^  aeqnaintanoe,  being  mnrdered.  Inftii^ 
■atKo  WM  reoeived  that  the  Indians  were  em- 
bodied in  order  to  oarry  the  war  into  the  settlft- 
not  That  ma  the  Oeneral  to  do  I  Was  he 
to  itud  itiD  withoat  maUng  any  attempt  to 
mrt  the  danger  t  The  safety  of  the  people  re- 
V^ni  bim  to  aetj  and  he  Btnok  the  uvt  blow, 
*I>Ki>  WM  a  defensive  measure  authorised  hy 
lb  naage  rf  an  nationa.  The  oidienonthisex- 
vidition  ob^ed  the  oofDmaiid  of  thmr  ofiBeer; 
WT  did  not  think  it  neoeanr;  to  inoolre  I7  what 
<tt<KntyIieaot«d;  allfiw  them  toDeassored  of 
na,  that  he  was  an  offloer  of  the  United  States, 
ad  Oil  they  well  knew,  aa  tliis  was  not  the  flrst 
tee  dwy  had  serred  under  bbn.  Wlthont  a 
w^iae  of  thia  kind  no  military  operatlMt 
"W  be  eanled  on.  Qemral  Bobertsoa  anted 
m  Dodw  the  antboritT  of  OoTem<a-  Koont, 
^  tried  mtder  the  orders  of  tbe  Pkbudist 
«  ni  Vtnaa  Bfttna.  Havingthen  perftmned 
^  dnW — a  dn^,  too,  vhioh  pnt  an  end  to  a 
«ir  whk^  n^t  have  ooet  the  United  States  a 
Bdfiaa  of  doOars-^ie  tmsted  the  petitioners 
•Mia  be  oompeiuated  for  their  serriotA  The 
KiAni^  be  beBered,  would  not  be  more  than 
^mt  94,000,  u  the  party  was  oot  only  twelve 
■Qi-  To  ^bct  tUs  purpose,  he  propMed  the 
wwiof  lenlntioii  for  the  adop&m  of  the  00m- 


Itaa  reaotnttcHt  ww  agreed  to  withoat  oppo- 


ritioQ.  The  Oommlttee  rose,  and  after  some  few 
otMervatioii^  it  was  agreed  to  in  the  House,  and 
a  committee  appointM  to  report  a  bill  aooor^ 
in^y. 

TineDi.T,  April  34, 
Mr.  W.  0.  0.  Oi.AiBOBm,  from  the  oommlttee 

S pointed,  reported  a  bill  direoting  the  payment 
a  detodmient  of  militia,  for  Mrrioes  perfono- 
ed  In  the  year  ITO^  nnder  Ibdor  Jamas  Oir, 
which  waa  twice  read  and  committed. 

A  Un  from  the  Senate,  anthoiijdng  the  Pas- 
smnn  or  tob  Unttkd  Btatu  to  raise  a  i«o*i- 
■ional  army  of  80,000  men,  was  read  the  flnt 
time ;  and  apon  motion  made  to  read  it  a  seomd 
time, 

Mr.  KiCToLAS  ot^eoted  to  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill,  ae  he  bebered  It  poaseaeed  a  prinohtle 
wliiah  eonld  not  be  assented  to.  He  did  not  w- 
Uere  it  was  neoeaeary  to  pass  a  bill  of  this  sort 
nnder  any  posmble  modinoation.  The  highest 
aot  of  L^isIatiTe  power  was,  by  it,  proposed  to 
be  transferred  to  me  ExeontiTe,  via :  the  power 
to  ruse  an  army,  which  he  was  to  exerolse  at 
his  pleasure.  If  an  army  was  neoeessir,  the 
Leglslatnre  onght  to  raise  it;  bnt  he  did  not 
think  it  was  neceesary  at  present  Indeed,  when 
ffisonsdng  the  bill  for  providing  a  naval  arm»> 
memt,  gentlontti  had  tM  that  members  had 
been  VUUng  to  make  pr^taratioDfl  for  defence 
on  the  land,  when  there  waa  no  danger,  bat 
were  unwilling  to  do  it  at  eea,  where  the  great- 
est might  be  ezpeoted.  Hedidsotbelieve  there 
oonid  be  any  neoenlty  fbr  goin^  into  a  measoM 
of  this  kind  at  the  present  session.  In  case  <rf 
predatoi7  attaok,  the  militia  wonid  be  equal  to 
repelling  them.  Ut,  K.  said  he  lived  in  a  part 
of  Uie  conntry  perhaps  more  defonoeleea  thaB 
any  other ;  bnt,  so  far  as  he  or  his  constitnento 
were  ooncemed,  he  did  not  wish  for  a  force  of 
this  kind.  Hewaswllling  to  confide  for  dcAnoe 
on  the  n^liHa  of  tiie  country. 

Ur.  Ona  thon^t  it  very  eztraor^nary  that 
the  gentleman  firomYirg^niashonld  endeavM' to 
snrprise  a  part  of  this  HoDse  into  a  deoist<ni  nptm 
this  bill  in  this  stage  of  it.  Hehopedhewonld 
eonsKit  toititddngUiensnalconTset  Thegen* 
tleman  had  gone  into  the  mertta  of  the  bill ;  he 
30Dld  not  foUow  him,  beeaose  he  had  not  heard 
It  read ;  eo  far  as  he  did  hear  It,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  gentleman  had  antidpeted  ob- 
jections whioh  did  not  lie  against  iL  He  aeoned 
to  suppose  that  this  bill  declared  that  a  atanding 
array  should  be  rused.  It  does  no  musk  thing; 
it  only  declares  that  if  existing  otronmstanoea 
sliBlImake  it  neoMsary,  tlientbePiiasutBNT  shall 
raise  an  army  not  exceeding  a  certain  nnmlwr 
of  men.  It  may  ht^ipen  that  the  neoearitr  may 
not  exist ;  bnt  the  gentleman  frxnn  Tlr^nia 
most  be  able  to  tUhom  the  intentitmB  of  Fiance 
Airtlier  than  he  could  pretend  to  do,  if  he  ocmld 
say  that  no  sn^  necesnty  would  exist.  If  what 
WM  taid  by  the  agenta  of  that  OoTCRUiMiit  to 
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oar  Eqtojb  could  be  relied  on,  there  was  adirect 
threat  to  ravage  our  coasts.  He  hoped,  however, 
"     '         '  "     Fonld  tolte  place;  but,  when  he 


119  reasooable  beiags,  but  perhaps  be  calculated 
delusively.  Indeed,  they  are  now  threateniag 
the  invasion  of  a  conntiy,  where  one  may  sup- 
pose they  would  have  as  little  chance  of  auc- 
oeading  as  itx  this  country ;  and  was  the  idea, 
then,  to  be  BO  mnch  scoffed  at,  as  not  to  snSer 
a  bill,  intending  to  provide  ag^nst  it,  to  be  read 
a  aecond  time  t  If  the  arms  of  onr  citixena  were 
to  be  tied  np,  and  our  ndlitia  were  inanjof  them 
without  anoB,  with  what  shonld  we  oppose  such 
an  attempt,  if  it  wera  made  ?  What,  aaid  be,  is 
to  prevent  Victor  Hugnes  seni^ing  over  two  or 
three  frigates?  It  had  been  said  that  he  expected 
openwar,  and  that  he  was  ready  for  it.  In  short, 
he  thoTigbt  it  would  be  the  moat  disgraceful  olH' 
duct  that  ever  was  attempted  in  that  House,  if 
the  bill  should  be  rejected  without  a  eeoond 
reading.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  talk  of  unani- 
mity, S  a  bill  from  the  Senate  was  to  bo  treated 
m  this  way.  If  the  gentletnau  persisted  in  his 
motion,  he  trusted  he  woidd  find  himself  uearly 
•lone. 

Ur.  OuxATtN  wmdered  that  the  gentleman 
from  Haaaaohnsetts  should  b^  so  greatly  sur- 
prised at  a  motion  of  this  kind,  becaoae  if  he  had 
ttteoded  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  would 
have  fonnd  that  it  was  a  coarse  expressly  pre- 
scribed by  tbem.  It  had  been  acted  upon  before 
during  this  session.  The  principle,  he  si^  was 
well  onderstood.  When  a  member  disapproves 
of  the  principle  of  a  bill  altogether,  and  does  not 
wish  to  go  at  all  into  a  discussion  of  the  detail 
be  movea  to  r^eot  it  before  it  goes  to  a  second 
reading. 

,  This  bill  goes  to  authorize  the  Pbhseoknt  to 
ruse  an  army.  He  did  not  know  what  was 
meant  by  a  providonal  anny.  He  did  not  find 
any  ibiag  said  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  provisional  armies,  or  of  ^v- 
Ing  tho  PtaKBBiT  power  to  ruse  armies.  He 
ibnnd  mentioned  there  no  other  kind  of  defence 
ibaa  an  army  and  militia.  It  says  Congress  shall 
r^se  and  support  an  army,  not  provide  for  the 
raising  of  an  army;  but  tiiis  bill  is  to  enable 
the  Pbbbidsiit  or  thk  HnrBD  States  to  raise 
an  army.  The  oonstitntion  has  declared  that 
the  rusing  of  on  army  ia  placed  in  OongreBH,  but 
tbifl  biU  goes  to  declare  that  this  power  shall  be 
vested  t^  law  in  tlie  PBEamsin.  That  ia  the 
principle  of  the  bill :  and  if  Oongreea  were  once 
to  admit  the  principle  that  they  have  a  right  to 
▼est  in  the  FxBsiDEn  powers  placed  in  their 
handa  bj  the  conalitatioii,  that  instrament 
vonld  beoome  a  piece  of  blank  paper.  If  it 
irere  to  be  admitted  in  one  case,  it  would  be 
admitted  in  another;  and,  if  admitted  in  one 
department,  it  might  be  admitted  in  another. 
The  power  to  raise  taxee,  he  said,  is  oontained 
ia  the  same  article  of  the  oonstitudon  which 
says  Congress  shall  raise  armies.  And  if  they 
could  ddegate  the  power  of  ruung  an  army  to 
tba  FxWDKHT,  whj  not  do  the  same  with  re- 


speot  to  the  power  of  raimng  taxes  I  He  eop- 
posod  the  Hoose  would  next  hear  of  provinoiul 
taxes,  to  be  raised  if  the  Prcsidsmt  shall  thiuk 
fit.  Mr.  G.,  therefore^  thought  thepriDaipIeia- 
odmissible.  If  the  circnmatanoes  of  the  UpioD 
required  an  army,  let  it  be  r^sed ;  if  not,  he 
wiabed  to  give  no  power  to  raise  it— wpecially, 
as  the  Pbesidkut,  if  he  saw  necessity,  oonld  call 
Congress  together,  if  he  should  find  that  the 
circnmatancea  of  the  conntry  required  iL  Mr. 
Q.  thought  the  House  had  already  decided  that 
DO  additional  army  was  necessary  at  present,  ia 
agreeing  to  an  additional  regiment  of  arfJlery ; 
BS  the  select  oommittee,  when  they  bconefat  in 
that  bill,  had  the  report  of  (be  Secretary  of  W*r 
before  them,  which  stated,  beddea  the  re^ment 
of  artillery,  that  other  additional  force  would  be 
neoeasary;  and  having  reported  nAitber,  it  was 
to  be  supposed  they  thought  no  other  neccffiory. 
But,  if  it  was  thought  the  House  had  not  gone 
far  enough,  he  was  willing  to  go  farther,  but  not 
willing  to  transfer  thdr  power  to  Judge  of  tbe 
propriety  of  raiaing  an  army. 

Mr,  Dana  hoped  this  bill  would  not  be  rqeot«d 
on  its  first  reai^ug.  It  required  no  labored  ar> 
gumenta  to  prove  that  the  motion  might  be 
made;  botmore  than  bad  been  adduced  to  shoir 
that  it  ought  t«  be  adopted.  He  thou^ttba 
genUeman  from  Hassoohnsetts  ought  not  to  liaTt 
been  surprised  at  this  motion,  because  it  iru 
best  calculated  for  exciting  alann.  It  was  itii 
the  Senate  proceeded  in  a  similar  way  on  tbe 
bill  sent  up  {ram  this  House  for  a  repeal  of  the 
stamp  act ;  but  that  question  had  already  bem 
agreed  upon  in  the  Senate  on  a  distinct  prt^toa- 
tion,  and  there  was,  tbereforeu  no  neoen^  tot 
going  again  into  it.  The  eentleman  from  Fam- 
sylvania  had  said  that  when  the  House  agreed 
upon  an  additional  rujiment  of  artillety,  they 
negatively  decided  against  any  other  standing 
force.  The  genUeman  might  pnt  what  oonstno- 
tion  he  pleased  upon  that  votc^  he  oonld  anon 
him  for  himaelf  that  he  had  no  snoh  idea  wba 
he  voted. 

This  bill,  Vi.  D.  aaid,  provided  for  the  rail- 
ing of  a  regular  force,  in  case  the  I^mnixt 
shall  think  the  ntuation  of  the  ooontiy  rsqnin* 
iL  He  is  also  authorized  to  kcoept  of  tiie  aer- 
vioee  of  the  volunteer  oorpa.  The  bill  ooald 
be  amended  in  any  manner  whtcli  gentlemea 
tboaght  proper.  But  the  gentleman  (h>m  Pout- 
sylvania  does  not  know  what  a  provi^atialuny 
means.  He  believed  tUs  was  no  new  prindpla. 
He  believed  it  was  acted  up«i  whea  the  tluw 
additional  regiments  were  raised  to  tbe  then  ei- 
istjog  corps.  It  was  in  prinoii^  theMnMH 
when  an  army  is  directed  to  be  ndsed,  bnt  when 
the  FsBeniKST  has  power  given  him  to  Bai^CDd 
the  rudng  of  it,  if  he  diallaeeit  neoewary. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said  that,  thoogh  the  pnswt 
motion  be  not  irregular  In  point  of  form,  fet  it 
is  a  manner  of  proceeding  very  obJactioiiaUe  st 
Uiis  time.  His  ooUeagne  had  complained  of  this 
motion  being  a  aurprise  upon  the  House.  He 
bad  good  reason  so  to  consider  iL  And  tbt 
House  will  oon^der  whether  it  is  expedient, 
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vitiunit  enteiiag  into  &  coDsideration  of  the  bill, 
vilhont  Beung  whether  anjr  alteration  cotild  be 
nuide  in  it,  so  as  to  render  it  more  agreeable  to 
■KitlemeD,  thm  to  attempt  to  dentroy  the  bill. 
what  waa  the  motive  of  the  geatlemaD  from 
^lyinia  in  making  the  motion  might  easily  be 
diseoTerad.  He  had  obtdned  leave  of  absence, 
which  nught  have  a  tendency  to  harry  him  in 
bia  political  coarse.  He  wished  to  be  beard  on 
this  nibjeotibat  this  hurryof  his  to  return  home 
Miglit  not  to  hurry  the  Honse  in  ita  proceedings. 
TlMee  gentlemen  who  had  determined  to  take 
this  coarse  hsd  the  advantage  of  othera  who 
were  nnprepared  for  anch  a  modon. 

Mr.  Harpbb  believed,  notwithstanding  what 
had  beMi  advanced  by  the  gentlemas  from  Penn- 
^Ivania,  (Mr.  Giu^thi,}  that  thia  was  a  very 
mprecedeot«d  meaanre ;  becan»e  however  pre- 
pared the  Honae  may  be  on  some  ocOBsons,  at 
the  first  blnah  of  bnainess,  to  decide  npon  the 
abatraet  principle,  yet  it  was  perfectly  novel  In 
their  proceedings  to  r<^ect  a  bill  on  its  first 
rMdiBg,  which  cont^ns  snoh  a  variety  of  propo- 
ritioDS,  and  which iscapableofsnehavariety  of 
modifieationa  as  the preaent.  It  was  alsoaslittle 
eonaonant  with  the  present  ntnation  of  the 
cmmtTT  as  it  was  with  their  nanal  modes  of 
BHMeeaing.  The  allnsion  to  the  decision  on  the 
Un  fiir  repealing  the  stamp  act  (j^  hod  been 
dunm)  was  no  way  applicable.  He  conid  see 
BO  other  view  in  a  proposition  of  thia  kind 
fast  a  determination  to  reeist  every  measure  for 
the  defence  of  the  coontry.  If  the  intention 
had  not  heea  to  destroy  the  bill,  it  wonld  have 
been  aaffered  to  have  taken  its  naual  oonrae, 
and  attempts  wonld  have  been  made  to  amend  it. 
If  a  proviaiontQ  army  was  not  liked,  gentlemen 
■u^t  have  had  the  army  immediately  rueed ; 
OT,  if  80,000  men  were  too  many,  fewer  might 
Itave  lieen  proposed.  If  gentlemen  did  not  think 
the  army  immediately  necessary,  and  did  not 
dwoee  to  leave  it  with  the  PsxamiKT  to  Jndge 
of  that  necea^tT,  they  might  make  it  to  depead 
apoD  a  declaration  of  war  by  France,  on  an  in- 
varitHt,  or  in  case  Viator  Hngnes  were  to  bring 
Us  troops^  or  send  his  threatened  Mgatee 
Mainat  o^  or  if  an  insnirection  shonld  be  ei- 
dtsd  by  om- enemy,  then  the  Prshdirt  shonld 
be  empowered  to  raise  an  army. 

But  gentlemen  Bay  this  bill  ongL:  »  be  re- 
jected, beoaose  it  is  nnconstitntianal.  Oonld 
MUwnei]  he  aerions  in  making  this  objeation  t 
Were  troopa  ever  raised  in  a  Afferent  manner  t 
And  If  they  had  the  power  to  authorize  the 
pRnmsHT  to  raise  troops  immediately,  they 
eoeld  certainly  do  it  onder  anoh  oontingendee 
■■  Atj  thought  proper.  Did  not  Oongresa 
intrast  the  Pxcsn>rarr  with  the  discretionary 
power  of  borrowing  money,  ot,  in  some  easea, 
niiig  sdariee,  Ac,  which  powers  were  eqoally 
voted  in  them  with  the  power  of  ruaing 
annisB;  and  this  must  be  the  case,  except  gen- 
ilmen  insist  that  Congrese  shonld  itseu  do  all 
the  acta  committed  to  it ;  and  if  so,  they  must 
■hrayabein  session. 
Bat  the  gratlMiian  tram  Pemujlvania  sqv, 


that  if  thia  power  he  delegated  to  the  Pbzbi- 
DSKT,  Congress  may  aa  well  intrast  the  Pkesi- 
DKKT  with  the  power  of  raising  provisional 
taxes.  He  hod  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he 
believed  this  might  be  done;  that  the  Honse 
might  determine  npon  a  tax,  and  authorize  the 
colTeoling  of  it,  only  in  cose  the  FaEsinBirr 
shonld  find  it  necessary,  or  in  case  a  certain 
event  should  take  place. 

With  respect,  then,  to  the  expediency  of  the 
measnre — he  did  not  speak  of  the  expediency 
of  raising  20,000  men,  because  any  otiier  nnm- 
her  might  be  determined  upon — bnt  as  to  the 
thing  itself.  What  Is  the  internal  and  external 
state  of  this  coantry  t  Do  we  not  know  that 
the  enemy  has  in  view  a  plan  upon  which  they 
place  great  reliance—of  gaining  over  to  their 
cause  a  certain  clasa  of  men,  who  abonnd  in 
the  Southern  part  of  this  country,  and  by  whose 
means  they  intend  to  anbicgate  or  destroy  the 
oonotryl  We  do  know  tnis — gentlemen  ih>m 
the  Southern  States  know  it;  yet  they  aay  it ia 
impossible  to  ruse  any  regnlar  force  to  repel  the 
enemy.  He  could  not  believe,  that  when  we 
had  to  meet  on  enemy,  who  has  always  fought 
by  means  of  domestic  insurrection,  who  ia  now 
subverting  the  most  ancient  Governments  in 
the  world  by  these  means,  it  would  be  consist- 
ent with  any  nuLxim  of  common  eense  to  be 
nn^pored  for  the  worst. 

What,  Bud  he,  is  onr  external  situation?  Do 
we  not  see  the  nation  with  whom  we  are  at 
variance  find  quarrels  with  every  country  who 
is  not  strong  enough  to  resist  her!  Does  she 
not  Injure  Us  on  every  aide  t  Do  we  not  hear 
of  depredatory  threats,  and  the  mischiefa  she 
has  the  power  of  doing  ns,  urged  as  reasons 
why  we  should  enbmit  to  her )  And  yet,  after 
being  told  of  these  designs,  shall  we  sit  with 
OUT  arms  folded,  and  make  no  defence?  For 
the  measures  already  taken  will  be  nothing 
without  this.  Fortifications  would  be  nothing 
except  supported  by  a  sufficient  number  of  in- 
fant^ and  cavalry. 

What,  he  asked,  is  the  sitnation  of  the  West 
Indies?  Weretheynottoldthat  Victor  Hugnes, 
with  5,000  of  bis  best  troops,  is  ready  to  make 
» blow  upon  the  Soatbem  country,  whenever 
the  word  of  command  ahall  be  given?  They 
knew  that  these  troops  existed ;  tbe;  hod  been 
seen,  and  the  desperate  character  of  their  leader 
was  also  known.  Yet,  with  this  enemy  npon 
onr  threshold,  within  four  or  five  days  sou  of 
us,  we  still  fold  our  arms,  and  say  we  will 
make  no  defence. 

Whenherefieetod  npon  these  things,  he  oonld 
not  help  deploring  that  fatal  blindneea,  that 
stubborn  spirit  of  opposition,  in  oertiun  gentle- 
men, whidi  could  hide  from  their  view  the 
danger  of  our  present  situation ;  that,  at  a 
period  when  the  veil  is  rending  from  before 
the  eyes  of  the  comi£nnity  ;  when  those  who 
have  been  the  most  blind  ontrof-doors  beg^a  to 
see,  that  those  gentlem^  in  this  House,  who, 
fiom  their  ancient  birth  and  fortunes,  might  be 
snppcMed  to  possess  tbe  tme  Ajnerican  spirit, 
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Bhonld  BtUl  peniat  in  tLeir  blind,  thdr  destrao' 
tiT«  oooTse,  was  greaUyta  be  kmented.  And 
tlioDffli  he  oonld  not  doabt  tfae  &te  of  this  bUI, 
yet  tW  there  ahonld  b«  a  &w  men  foond  sop- 

Sortiiig  meaaoree  wliiob  tend  directlj  to  tlie 
eatraotioi)  of  the  oaojitrj,  he  oonld  not  help 

lamffnting. 

ICr.  BAUiyrm  £d  not  Agree  with  the  gentle- 
mao  who  had  joat  aat  down,  that  the  present 
motion  was  either  nnpreoedented  or  improper. 
When  it  ia  propoaed  to  make  a  law  on  aa;  sab- 
Jeot,  it  preeents  itself  to  disona^on  on  two 
gTounda,  the  prinoiplee  of  the  law  and  the  de- 
tails The  propw  atagea  to  debate  the  oeneral 
principle  on  which  the  law  ia  to  b«fonnded,  b; 
the  nuea  of  thia  Honae^  aTe,wlMn  it  ia  proposed 
to  introdnce  the  law,  and  at  the  third  reading, 
when  it  ia  oonridered  aa  finiahed,  and  on  its 
paaaage ;  the  intermediate  atagea  of  the  diaona- 
•ioa  are  all  aappoaed  to  be  employed  to  settle 
and  B^ngt  the  detaiL  He  had  often  regretted 
that  membera,  baring  been  aocnatomed  to  dif- 
ferent modea  of  prooeeding  in  th«r  State  Lc^is- 
latorea,  were  ao  ^it  to  dlatnrb  and  keep  unset- 
tled thdr  modes  of  proceeding  in  thia  Eoaae. 
He  knew  it  wae  aometimea  a  praotioe,  after  a 
bill  had  been  read  the  second  time,  and  via 
referred  to  be  ahaped  and  formed  by  f^  disona- 
aion  in  Oommlttoe  of  the  Whole,  a  member 
would  rise  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
fint  aeotion,  declaring,  at  the  same  ^ne,  tliat 
he  made  the  motion  for  the  purpose  of  deetroy- 
ing  the  bill — a  mere  law  fiction,  nnder  ooltn-  of 
detail  and  amendment,  to  oonteat  the  original 
principle  and  deatro^  the  bilL  Without  donbt 
the  oommenoement  of  the  bnuneea  ia  tiie  regn- 
laretoge  to  otxkteatthe  principle.  If  it  origi- 
natea  ui  this  Eooae^  it  ia  cm  a  motion  in  Oomii^ 
tee  of  the  Whole,  exprearing  in  genwal  terms 
the  expe^enoy  that  anoh  a  law  Aonld  be  pro- 
Tided;  if  it  eomea  fhnn  the  Senate,  the  same 
qnesUon  preaenta  itself  after  the  fiiat  reftding, 
,  III  the  worda  of  the  fveaent  motiMi,  which  are 
the  very  words  preecribed  by  the  stated  rule  of 
the  House.  If  en  this  question  the  mfjoiity  of 
the  HoDse  ^)pear  in  &Tor  <rf  the  prmdple  of 
the  bill,  It  go«e  on  through  the  stages  of  ita 
detttl  and  formation,  and  at  the  thiid  reading 
Ae  ^neral  qaeation    oocnra  again,  ahall  the 

Erinciple,  det^ed  aa  it  now  q>pears.  paaa  into  a 
iwt  He  was  aore  no  member  oonld  otifeot  to 
the  ^raew  and  propiety  of  the  preacnt  motion. 
Aa  to  theprindpleof  thebill,heinnst8ay,  it 
did  not  meet  hia  af>probation.  If  Oub  Eonae  ii 
eoDTinoed  it  is  neoeMary  to  raiae  an  Army  ^ 
twenty  thousand  men,  aa  the  Ull  now  mopoaea, 
they  ought  to  aay  ao  at  onoe,  and  let  it  be  doDe ; 
if  uey  are  not  oraiTinoed  that  It  to 


tiie  law  on^t  not  to  paaa,  tlie  Army  on^t  not 
to  be  raised  tin  they  are  conviDoeditisneoea- 
aaij.  The  oonstitntion  made  the  Legialatnre 
the  sole  Jodge  on  this  subject.  The  present  bill 
aaja  it  is  not  neoeaaaiT  to  raise  thia  Army  now, 
but  perh^  it  may  be  brfore  Congreaa  mee^ 
aaain,it  thertforepnmoeea  to  tranaier  the  ridtt 
M  jndj^  oa  thb  antyeot  to  the  ExeootiTe ;  aa 


tfaonght  it  a  rei?  lmi»mper  transfer  of  Le«ialt> 
tire  power.  It  haa  been  aud  that  all  Mir 
troops  are  raised  Ihna  proviMonallj.  If  atten- 
tion ia  paid  to  thoae  laws,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  did  not  pass  till  the  Legialatnre  was  <wa- 
Tinced  that  ciroumstances  tben  required  die 
troope  to  be  raised ;  a  danae  ia  added,  that  If 
ciroumstances  abonld  alter  so  aa  to  make  the 
troops  nnneoeasary,  the  PmBmaiiT  mi^  fbr- 
bear  to  raise,  or  discharge  them;  it  ^tce  hha 
power  to  disband  the  Army,  but  not  to  ralas 

ib.  RcTLXDOx  Bold,  as  the  principal  otyecticm 
against  this  bill  seemed  to  arise  from  an  idea 
that  Ihe  militia  would  be  found  soffident  fat 
every  purpose  of  defence  for  this  oonntry,  lie 
thouglit  gentlemen  had  better  concur  in  letting 
the  bill  go  to  a  aeoond  reading  and  be  com- 
mitted, and  before  it  again  came  under  coo^ 
deration,  the  militia  bill  would  probably  hare 
been  determined  upon.  He  was  pleased  to  ben 
gentlemen  aay  that  the  oonntry  most  be  defend' 
ed,  and  if  an  effoctive  militia  oonld  not  be  bid, 
it  mnat  be  done  by  a  force  of  thia  Und.  7at 
Us  own  part,  from  the  proceedinga  already  hid 
npon  the  militia  bill,  he  had  not  mnch  to  hoft 
of  ita  paaeiiig;  and  if  not,  gentlemen  wonld  txf 
'^-'-'v  aee  the  neoeaaity  of  agme  additiiHul 
ling  force.  Mr.  B.  oonld  not  eoncrire  wbit 
objeotiona  oonld  have  been  induced  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Pemisylvanla  (aa  he  was  not  in 
the  House  when  he  apoke)  on  a  oonatitntiMial 
ground.  Mr.  R.  addnoed,  aa  in  point,  the  law 
eaabUng  the  Fbuuiuit  to  call  out  troops  in  eoD- 
seqnaice  of  the  Western  tnanrrection,  and  tlial 
mAl"g  proridon  for  the  ^eotnal  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  Btatee.  Hr.  K.tha 
mentioned  Us  ezpeetatirai  of  deepatehea  Ixiiig 
reodred  from  onr  Miniiten  In  Paris  in  tbs 
coane  (tf  twelve  honra  (a  partaenlar  mention  of 
whioh  haa  already  been  made)  which  nddit 
convince  all  of  the  propriety  of  girfnglntotUa 
meaanie;  for  he  b^tered  it  was  the  wish  rf  dl 
to  defbnd  the  oountnr  with  vigor  and  dh^ 
and  that  they  cmly  di&red  aa  to  the  means  9 
doing  it. 

Mr.  MoDowKU.  waa  in  ftvor  of  the  notka 
fbr  r^eettng  the  bUl,  aa  it  contained  two  piin- 
dpiea  whi<m  he  tboo^t  jindrrdnlMe;  tba  M* 
beeaoM  it  delegated  Legtalative  power  to  the 
Psudziit;  the  other,  aa  it  le^eota  vohmtMt 
coipa.  The  flrat,  he  believed,  wonld  be  wta^ 
ttitotional,  and  the  last  wovdd  go  to  ttM  da- 
atnictfon  of  the  milUla  of  the  United  Statta  u 
our  ritnation  be  sueh  as  it  had  been  flgnrea  tt 
the  committee  by  the  gentJvnan  turn  Son 
OaroUna,  they  oui^t  to  tnm  thdr  attention  U 
it^  and  create  an  army  themaalves^  and  net  & 
root  the  PiKinEra  to  do  It  if  be  ahaU  JndfS 
pnqier.  Bat  if  there  be  no  real  ^ipearsnce  of 
danger,  hut  it  ta  mere^  eoqjeetmal,  that  tt  ■ 
not  neceMUT  to  act.  Owtlemen  have  talksd 
of  members  ndding  their  ama  and  d<mig  noth- 
ing tor  the  defbnoe  of  the  United  Statea.  It 
muat  be  recollected  that  we  have  gone  com- 
dwahle  kogtba  In  iiiiimiiiim  <tf  decwea.   Wt 
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Uto  voted  large  Bnma  for  the  frigates,  for  forti- 
Geatioas,  for  AH  additioiial  ragiroent  or  utillerj, 
ud  pat  in  reqnisiUon  80,000  militia.  If  gea- 
tlenen  can  afaoir  that  these  maunrea,  with  oar 
fonoer  eatabliahment,  are  not  MiSi»eiit  for  our 
pnaent  ritoatioiL,  be  was  read;  to  go  fhrthor, 
bat  ho  iroa  not  willing  to  delegate  anj  power 
lodged  witli  that  House  to  anoUier  brandi  of  the 
QoTemment. 

tt  wu  wen  known,  Mr.  UoD.  sud,  that  it 
had  been  the  wish  of  the  late  Pebsidekt,  that 
it  was  olao  the  wiah  of  the  present  Pbbshikbt, 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments,  and  mHny  mem- 
bttB  of  Congresa,  to  inorease  oar  IGlitary  Estab- 
lihrnent,  and  to  fix  a  standing  army  in  this 
«MUib7.  It  has  heretofore,  however,  been  op- 
posed with  sncoese,  excKit  in  time  of  war.  If 
we  were  to  be  involved  m  war,  an  arm;^miMt 
be  revolted  to  in  aid  of  the  nulitia ;  bnt,  in  the 
fint  inotauoe,  the  oatitiA  might  be  depended 
mtoDaa  a  sore  and  safe  defence  of  this  ooantrj. 
He  was  sore  thej  would  be  eqnol  to  any  iova- 
'  ,  and  if  we  were  to  engage  in  a  lengthy 
"  " '         ',  we  mnst  provide  aooord- 
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'.  8.  Smrh  hoped  this  motion  would  be 
witbdnwn.  At  a'time  like  the  present,  when 
the  people  of  the  Uoited  States  are  looking  op 
to  Oongras  in  expectation  of  their  taking  effeo- 
tnal  meflsnres  <rf  def«ic«  against  what  they  think 
not  only  a  p<mble,  bat  probable  event,  he 
wished  nothing  to  appear  like  indifi'ereaoe  to 
fliat  object.  He  o^eed  with  the  gentleman 
frmn  Sonth  Carolina  (Ur.  Habiib)  that  if  gen- 
tlHoen  did  not  like  the  bilL  it  might  be  amend- 
ed; bat  to  T^eet  it  altogether  wonld  have  too 
mtwh  the  ^>pearanoe  of  indilbrenoe  to  the  de> 
linee  of  the  ooantry.  He  did  not  know  that 
M»  wanU  be  the  best  and  most  eflbotoal  mode 
efdeHniM;  he  tbon^t  a  bettor  might  be  eetab- 
EsbcKJ,  bnt  be  had  not  made  np  hia  mind  nptn 
it  He  woald,  however,  Utrow  out  an  Idea  or 
two  for  the  oonrideradon  of  the  committee. 
LMt  Momon,  el^ty  thootand  man  were  ordered 
lo  be  b^  In  reqaidtion.  He  thought  if  the 
FUUDKR  was  to  draw  oot  twenty  thonsaod 
of  these  fi^  three  months,  and  when  their  tdme 
•laired,  to  draw  ont  twenty  thousand  more, 
and  so  on,  mi  ^  whole  had  been  oat,  it  might 
iffiifd  a  Ba£Bdent  proteotkm,  and  more  speedolv 
fliaB  any  othw,  and  it  woold  have  the  good  ef- 
ftet  at  nuidng  d^ty  tlionnad  soldiers.  In  ad- 
dition to  Uds,  there  ml^  be  a  provlBioa  an- 
Ooriihw  the  Psmt^vx  to  receive  volonteer 
eorpatf  eovalry  from  the  Bonthem  Statee,  to 
be  oomtBanded  hy  OaAi  own  officers,  to  serve 
In  a  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law,  the 
•aaipoMots  fiir  which  to  be  ftimiohed  by  the 
united  SUtciL  which  wonld  be  mem  efibotoel 
tiisn  a  gweral  law  to  raise  three  or  fbor  thon- 
omd  cavalry. 

Mr.  itiioox  said,  that  some  of  the  argnments 
■sbd  OB  this  oocaaion  wwe  of  an  extraordinary 
Htore.  The  motion  was  first  sdd  to  he  con- 
tony  to  nde,  and  then  onpreoedented.  It  i 
•Vttiiilf  be  allowed  to  be  as  proper  to  debate 


:  on  ita  fint  reading,  as  to  refuse  to  refer  a 
resolution.  The  ftct  was,  that  motions  of  this 
kind  were  mode  every  session.  It  was  said  to 
be  asarprisenpon  gentlemen;  this  could  not  be 
tbe  case,  if  they  had  done  their  dn^,  as  it  had 
lain  on  their  dwks  for  some  time.  One  reason, 
with  him,  for  wishing  the  bill  to  be  r^ected 
in  this  stage  was,  that  he  was  dedroos  of  bring* 
ing  the  eesaioa  to  a  close.  It  was  wonderM 
that  gentlemen  shonld  persist  In  bringing  stand- 
ing troops  into  the  SonUiem  States  ag^nat  their 
will.  If  members  from  that  qnarter  were  of 
opinion  that  their  militia  was  snfBcient  defence, 
why  will  gentlemen  be  so  over  civil  as  to  force 
troops  npon  them?  It  was  a  little  extraordi- 
nary that  gentlemen  most  in  favor  of  this  bill 
are  the  most  opposed  to  the  plan  for  newlv  or- 

uzing  the  militia.    [Mr.  Daka  donbted  the 

It.}  It  was  ~  said  that,  beoanse  gentlemen  ore 
opposed  to  this  bill,  they  are  opposed  to  all 
measnres  of  defbnce.  The  fiwt  was  otherwise ; 
thev  wished  only  to  avoid  imneoessaiy  expense. 
If  they  were  to  bring  forward  a  proportion  fcir 
raising  one  hnndied  thonaand  or  two  bnndred 
thousand  men,  and  it  was  opposed,  they  ml^t 
st.f  the  same  thing.  He  supposed  every  man 
wished  to  defend  his  oonntry.  He  had  only 
heard  one  reason  in  favor  of  committing  the 
bin,  and  that  wa&  that  it  was  probable  we 
might  shortly  hear  from  cor  OommWonen^,  If 
there  was  any  certainty  in  that,  it  might  be 
gronnd  for  delaying  a  deoison. 

Mr.  QitXATOf  oonld  not  conceive  why  It 
ahonld  be  insinuated  that  there  was  any  thlnf 
nnfair  in  tnakiDg  wpodtion  to  this  bill  on  Ito 
first  reading;  fbr.  If  oentlemen  were  not  ready 
to  vote  againat  the  Inll,  they  wonld,  of  coarse, 
vote  fi>r  committing  !^  so  that  the  oppodtiMi 
wonld  have  less  chance  of  snooeedlng  now  than 
In  tbe  fbtare  stages  of  the  bill.  In  the  mean- 
while, be  wished  to  take  every  opportimlty  of 
endeavoring  to  destroy  the  bill  If  a  mfjority 
oonld  be  vot  against  it  on  the  flrat  reading,  so 
mocb  the  Detter,  as  It  woidd  prevent  a  loas  of  * 
time  in  fUtnre  discnsrion.  He  was  no^  how- 
ever, afraid  of  dlsonnion ;  he  believed,  the  more 
It  was  disoassed,  the  more  the  committee  wonld 
be  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  posdng  this 
bill.  He  did  not  believe,  ss  bad  been  supposed, 
ttiat  it  was  capable  of  amendment  in  any  of  Its 
eesentlal  ports.  It  hod  been  stid,  that  a  ocn- 
tingeni?  might  be  mentioned;  watimeflxed,  - 
at  uie  erpiration  of  which,  the  army  mif^t  be 
raised.  Bnoh  a  bill  woold,  however,  be  alto- 
gether difierent,  as  this  Mil  vested  the  pnrer 
of  jndging  of  the  proper  time  with  the  Piosi- 
MKT ;  nor  ooaU  he  see  bow  it  was  sasoeptible 
<^  the  amendments  snggceted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland.  If  he  thoaght  itwas,  bewonld 
certainly  agree  to  Its  being  oommitted,  as  he 
perfectlv  conoarred  in  the  plan  he  mentioned ; 
bnt  andi  a  system  wonld  be  so  difl'erent  from 
the  present,  that  it  wonld  be  a  mnoh  shorter 
and  better  oonrse  to  r^eot  this  bill,  and  origi- 
nate a  new  one. 

He  thonght  a  bill  of  this  kind  was  eafflcie^i 
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w  ilarm  th«  House,  and  that  it  onght  to  be 
opposed  in  every  atage,  notwithHtimdiDg  what 
was  s»d  about  the  danger  of  the  conntr; ;  in- 
deed that  danger  was  what  strecgtheBed  hia 
opposition  to  the  bill ;  for,  if  our  danger  be,  as 
it  U  represented,  likely  to  oome  from  Victor 
Hognes  and  his  troops,  tVom  an  ioBarrection  of 
the  negroes,  from  diBaffected  persons,  from  our 
enemy  being  at  the  door,  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gas to  raise  on  snny  themselves,  and  not  to 
^re  the  Pbesidknt  the  power  of  doing  it ;  bnt 
if  it  is  not  believed  that  this  repreeentatioa  of 
danger  rests  npon  any  specific  gronnd,  bnt  that 
It  is  merely  imaginary,  then  there  in  no  necesdty 
for  giving  the  PHEStsBifT  tJie  power,  as  he  can 
call  CongresB  bother  whenever  he  thinks  pro- 
per. 

If  tbe  danger  of  invasion  was  great,  he  shonld 
not  hedtate  to  raise  an  anny,  withoat  waiting 
nnldl  the  event  took  place.  He  tbon^t,  there- 
fore, tlie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
not  right  to  say  that  the  opposition  to  this  bill 
arose  from  a  determined  opposition  to  every 
thing  like  defensive  measures,  Mr.  Q.  sud  it 
was  trae  he  did  not  apprehend  all  the  dangers 
which  that  gentleman  had  spoken  of;  but,  if 
they  really  did  exist,  he  had  a  mnch  greater  re- 
liance npon  the  militia  of  the  coontry  for  de- 
fbnoe  than  that  gentleman  seecqed  to  have. 
He  knew  that  though  in  some  States  they  were 
not  either  well  disciplined  or  well  armed,  yet 
they  were  organized,  and  had  their  offioers,  and 
the  States  being  in  possession  of  arms,  they 
would  be  a  mnoh  more  effoctnal  defence,  and 
sooner  brought  together  than  any  other  force. 
He  did  not  believe  that  giving  the  Ya-xawxm 
the  power  to  nuse  20,000  men  woold  be  so 
effectual  as  the  calling  out  of  SO.OOO  militia,  as 
the  one  could  be  raised  immediately,  and  the 
raidng  of  the  other  would  be  donbtful.  BeradM, 
in  proportion  as  the  danger  exists,  it  would  be 
better  to  call  upon  the  people  themselvee  to 
defend  their  ooontry,  than  upon  hired  troops. 
If  any  danger  was  to  be  apprebMided  from  the 
negroes,  they  would  be  best  suppressed  by  the 
people  in  tbe  States  where  tliey  are.  A  militia 
la  every  where ;  whereas  a  standing  army  may 
be  verv  diiitant  from  any  attack  which  may 
take  place.  A  staodiog  army  in  Virginia,  for 
instance,  would  do  little  good  ig^nst  insurgents 
in  SouUi  Carolina^  and  if  a>:  insurrection  of 
.  that  kind  was  not  immediately  suppreseod  by 
the  people,  tbe  mischief  would  be  incalculable. 

Mr.  RuTLBoai  thought  it  necessary,  as  tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  withdrawn  his 
opposition  to  the  ooiomitment  of  the  bill  from 
what  had  fallen  frcaa  him  with  respect  to  tiie 
probability  of  despatobee  being  ahorUy  received 
from  our  MinisterSj  to  state  upon  what  ground 
he  had  eaid  this.  [Ur.  B.  then  mentioned  the 
arrival  of  the  PomoTia  at  Baldmorc] 

Mr.  McDowBLL  did  not  think  the  information 
siren  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
Q{r.  Butlkdob)  ought  to  put  off  the  decimon 
of  the  question  which  had  been  tmder  con^era- 
tion. 


WmuMDAY,  April  86. 
Proeitumal  Army. 

The  SiTAKXB  having  declared  the  qnegtion 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  rtusing  of  a 
providonal  army,  vii:  "fihill  this  bill  here- 
jected !"  to  be  first  in  order  before  the  Honse, 

Ur.  MoDowxix  scud,  upon  further  coDBiden- 
tion,  and  conceiving  that  gentlemen  might 
wish  to  see  the  contents  of  Uie  despatches  of 
our  Ministers,  which  had  been  mentioned,  if- 
fore  they  gave  their  vote  ion  this  occasion,  m 
shonld  wi&draw  his  .^npodtion  to  the  second 
reading  cf  the  bill. 

The  bin  was  then  read  a  second  time ;  and  a 
motion  being  made  to  commit  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Ltoit  Qalled  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  bat 
only  himself  and  another  member  rinng  in  gup- 
port  of  the  motion,  it  was  not  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  referred. 

Department  of  the  Navy. 
Mr.  Haspxb  cdled  for  the  oMer  of  the  day 

on  the  bill  for  establishing  an  Executive  depart- 
ment^  to  be  denominated  The  D^xirtnent  of 
the  Nam/.  The  Uonse  accordingly  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  and  tdm 
without  making  any  amendment  in  the  bill; 
but,  npon  the_  question,  in  the  Honse,  of  its 
passing  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  GiUATiif  said,  he  had  not  proposed  any 
amendment  to  this  bill  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  because,  what  he  had  to  say  npon  it, 
would  go  against  the  principle  of  the  bifi.  He 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  estabiish  a  Navy 
Department.  He  did  not  suppose  our  Army  and 
Navy  were  at  present  so  large  as  to  require  two 
separate  departments.  If  the  businees  was  Ki 
much  increased  as  tiiat  the  parsons  at  pr«sHit 
employed  could  not  do  it,  tney  mi^t  be  in- 
oreased.  Nor  did  he  believe,  with  some  fH>- 
tlemen,  that  such  an  institution  would  prcdoce 
economy;  on  the  contrary,  he  always  foimd 
that  the  increase  of  officers  was  the  increase  of 
expense.  Some  time  ago,  it  was  said  that  greit 
economy  would  arise  from  appointing  a  Pir- 
veyorof  Snpphesj  bnt  he  had  BeenTfrom  the 
time  of  this  estai)lishm«it,  a  great  and  constat 
increase  of  ex[>ense,  in  every  tiling  which  rdatta 
to  supplies.  Kot  seeing  the  necessity  of  it, 
therefore^  he  should  \    '  ■        ■• 


wtablished,  the  head  of  it  would  wish  to 
make  it  of  as  great  importance  oh  pcesble,  by 
endeavors  to  extend  the  otject  ot  hk  supwia- 
tendenoe.  He  called  for  uie  yeas  and  naji 
npon  the  question,  which  were  agreed  to  be 
token. 

Hr.  3.  WiLLiucB  did  not  fbel  disposed  to  vote 
fbr  this  bilL  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  officers  under  him,  wonld  be 
sufficient  for  Hie  management  of  our  naval  con- 
cerns also.  It  was  some  time  after  the  coo^ 
tntion  was  framed  before  the  War  Departnmt 
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jnt  eat&bli^ad.  Whenever  an  office 
tiblisbeil,  eomethiiiKwas  always  foond  for  it  to 
do.  SooQ  after  thewar  Depnrtnient  vas  ostab- 
Hsbed  we  had  an  lodiaa  war ;  and  after  that 
Indian  var  c«Bsed,  another  establishment  was 
made  under  the  oanie  of  the  Acconntant' 
floe.  If  the  bnsinees  was  increased,  new  derka 
might  be  emplojed,  bnt  he  shonld  be  against 
an;  new  dftpartment.  If  we  were  engaged  t~ 
hoetilitieG,  and  onr  Daval  power  of  oontM  ii 
crcaeed,  each  an  eetablishment  might  be  neoee- 
mrj ;  bnt  at  present  he  did  not  tliink  it  neoes- 
nr7,  nor  did  he  think  onr  revenue  eqnal  to  the 
npport  of  a  Navy  which  ihonid  require  RQoh 
■a  eetabliahment  to  take  care  of  it.  If  this  of- 
lioe  was  to  snperintend  the  constmction  of  ves- 
ids,  persons  acquainted  with  this  hnsineas  mwht 
be  employed  noder  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
pneent  expense  of  tbe  War  Department  was 
$18,250  a  year ;  and  though  there  would  not  be 
much  to  do  in  this  new  c^ce,  be  snpposed  the 
expense  would  not  be  mncb  leas ;  ana,  besides, 
OdDsress  would  be  importoned,  fW>[a  seesion  ta 
■enioD,  to  increase  onr  naval  force.  Hr.  W, 
Nid  he  wBB  deffirouB  of  making  every  defenoe 
tcr  oar  country,  yet  he  wished  to  keep  down 
onr  expenses  aa  mnoh  as  possible.  If  eironm- 
ttaaees  called  for  going  further  into  the  bnsi- 
BCM  of  the  Navy,  he  shonid  not  olfjeot  to  it. 

Mr.  Siwau.  said,  when  the  Honse  was  con- 
■dering  any  snl^Ject  relative  to  the  inoreaae  of 
tbe  Navy,  complainta  were  made  of  the  enor- 
mous expenses  and  of  the  Uttle  reeponsibility 
which  attends  the  bosiness;  and  wnei 


been  said  that  the  greatness  of  the 
'  '     *  'isen  fram  a  want  ot  kt 

I  persons  who  had  the  care  of  the 
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BCi^  it  was  said  that  defect  ought  to  be  reme- 
died. This  department  is  intended  to  do  that, 
ndj  by  tbe  expense  of  a  few  hundred  dollars, 
be  had  no  donht  thonsands  would  be  saved. 
Wbea  talking  about  vessels,  it  was  complained 
that  too  great  an  expense  was  inoarred  on  this  ob- 
fset;  now  it  is  said  there  is  nooljectforthe  pro- 
Mwd  officer  to  attend  to.  But  the  gentleman 
boa  New  York  Qtx.  Wiluahs)  wassfraid,  if  this 
-^'-  —a  e<t«btiahed,  it  would  be  the  means  of 
g  the  Navy.    This  oert^Jily  oonld  not 


He  llioDght  ifwre  were  obvions 
the  eetabUshmtfit  of  this  departmenL  It  was 
wdl  known  that  so  <^oer  might  be  well  ao- 
^niBted  with  &»  boaiaess  of  the  army,  without 
kaowing  any  thing  aboat  a  navy ;  and  a  man 
•nployed  at  the  head  ttf  snob  a  department 
oo^t  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  bnsineas 
eonunitted  to  his  care.  Ur.  S.  s^d^  however 
wdl  the  prceent  Secret«ry  of  War  might  be  ao- 
qaaiated  with  army  concerns,  be  beueved  he 
VIS  not  conversant  with  naval  matters.  In 
flniTrfifnrn  of  this,  he  had  a  nnmber  of  agents 
M^loyed  nnder  him.  Indeed,  the  War  Depart- 
■mR  had  so  much  bnsioeaa  on  its  hands,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  pay  n  suffident  attention  to  onr 
M^  establtdunenL  He  therefore  believed  it 
o  make  this  new  eatabliahmwit, 


especially  as  the  Navy  Department  was  likely 
to  be  considerably  augmented. 

Ur.  S.  Shtth  believed,  after  all  the  stroggtea 
which  hod  been  made  on  this  subject,  it  would 
at  length  be  fonnd  necessary  fur  the  United 
States  serii.>naly  to  turn  their  attention  to  tbe  es- 
tabliabment  of  an  effident  naval  force ;  and  the 
sooner  gentlemen  could  bring  their  minds  to 
this,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  general  good. 
If  this  proportion  hod  tieen  bronght  forward  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  be  should 
have  thought  it  nnnecessary ;  but,  from  the  in- 
crease which  bad  been  made  daring  this  seiieion, 
he  ihonght  the  establishment  proper.  |950,000 
had  been  appropriated  for  providmg  twelve  ves- 
sels; a  nnmber  of  galleys  were  also  oontem< 
C«d.  A  ship  of  war  or  sohoooer,  it  appears, 
been  built  on  the  lakes,  and  some  gidleys 
on  the  riven.  Theae,  with  the  frigates  and 
cutters,  form  an  eatablisbment  which  will  re- 
quire a  naval  man  to  superintend  it.  An  ex- 
penditure of  two  nullions  of  dollars,  he  sup* 
posed,  would  be  authorized  this  aessioo ;  and  a 
man  knowing  something  of  naval  architecture 
will  be  able  to  save  more,  in  the  conrse  of  this 
year,  to  the  United  States,  than  will  pay  ten 
years  of  the  expenses  of  this  office.  A  mer- 
chant going  into  the  bniiding  of  vessels  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  the  bnsinees  will  find  the 
truth  of  this  fact.  The  great  expenditure  et- 
tending  the  bniiding  of  the  firigates,  he  suppos- 
ed had  been  cbietly  owing  to  &e  wont  of  such 
an  establishment  aa  the  present  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  stated  tbe  expense  of 
the  War  Department  attl^.^^O;  bnt  one-half 
of  that  expense  was  incurred  in  the  office  of  the 
Aooonntaut  (^  the  War  Department ;  and  Ba  there 
would  be  no  need  of  a  new  Accountant,  the  ex- 
pense could  not  be  doubled.  The  duties  of 
the  War  Department  are  greatly  increased,  and 
might  be  itartber  increased  during  tbe  preser.t 
session ;  and  an  expenditure  of  tbe  kind  pro- 
posed might  save  the  throwing  away  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars. 

Ur.  Uaooh  aaid,  the  argnments  in^vor  of 
this  bill  were  derived  from  a  want  of  know- 
ledge of  naval  aSUrs  in  the  War  Department. 
He  thon^t  that  might  be  ani^lied  without  the 
eetsblislmient  of  a  new  department;  bnt  he  be- 
lieved the  bniiding  of  the  frig^ea  bad  meetly 
been  carried  on  nnder  the  direction  of  the  oaf- 
Mia  who  were  to  have  the  oommsnd  of  them. 
More  olerks  had  been  added  to  tbe  War  Depart- 
menL in  oonsider^on  of  the  bnrinesi  whicb 
the  Navy  had  ocoanoned.  He  believed  the 
more  officers  were  iqtpointed,  the  more  money 
would' be  expended. 

Ur.  Otis  sud,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  opposed  this  bill  on  different  gronnds  from 
the  gentleman  from  Feimsylvania.  He  did  not 
make  any  reply  to  the  gentleman  ftwo  Penn- 
sylvania, because  he  expected  oppodtion  from 
him  and  some  othera,  to  every  measure  whidt 
had  the  defenoe  of  the  oounti?  for  its  ol^ject; 
and,  as  the  seasitm  was  drawing  to  a  dcee,  he 
tboDght  it  best  to  have  aa  little  debate  as  poa- 
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dbl&  and  that  the  sooner  the  qawlif 
en  the  better ;  bnt  whea  he  saw  a  gentlemBn 
rise  in  oppodtion  to  it,  upon  whose  snpport  he 
calcinated,  he  vae  apprehensive  lest  it  might 
have  an  elTect  upon  other  permns  on  whose  sup- 
port he  also  relied.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Tork  seemed  to  ^prehend  some  new  and  heavy 
expense  was  Ui  be  inomred,  and  that  some 
greater  eantion  was  now  necessary  than  here- 
toforn.  What  aaving,  then,  does  he  mean  to 
make  by  opposing  the  establiahment  of  this  of- 
floel  Sinoe  he  sapposea  the  same  clerks  will 
be  sufficient,  it  will  only  be  the  aalary  of  the 
chief  officer,  which,  ^.  0.  supposed,  wonldbe 
$8,000 — a  greater  saving  than  that  which  wonld 
be  made  by  snoh  a  person  in  every  ship  built  or 
pnrchased.  Taking  the  eipenae  of  onr  Naval 
Establishment  at  one  million  dollars  a  year,  it 
would  only  be  an  expense. of  one- third  percent^ 
which  every  one  mnat  allow  was  a  mere  trifle, 
to  have  the  money  of  the  pnblio  well  expended. 
"■ '«  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments 


int  became  every  day  more 
''  may  tiiink, 


were,  be  s^d,  perfbotly  distinol.    The  dotiee  of 
the  War  Depwtment  became 
and  whatever  gentli 


they  mnat  become  still  mure  so.  This  oppoM- 
tlon  coming  from  a  fHend,  he  oonld  not  snppose 
it  arose  fh>m  a  bad  motive,  bnt  merely  ftom  a 
narrow  oonoeption  of  what  is  oonoeived  to  be 
the  agricnltnt«l  interest  Agricnltnre  and  com- 
meroe,  said  Ur.  0^  are  twin  sisters,  and  cannot 
live  separate  from  each  other;  they  mnst  live 
tc^ther,  or  expire  at  the  same  moment.  It  wi 
the  dnty  of  gnitlemen  representing  agrionltai 
iatn  tbns  to  speak  to  th^  oonatitnents.  It  was 
BO  axiom  realized  by  orery  poKtioian  in  the 
world.  The  fact  was,  that  every  thing  q>ent 
upon  the  Naval  Department  was  so  mnob  saved, 
in  which  the  agrioaltnral  part  of  the  ooontrj 
partake  very  largely. 

Hr.  T.  OuiB(»m  never  remanbered  to  have 
heard  snoh  langnage  as  had  fidlen  fmai  the 
nntleinan  last  np.  He  laments,  sud  Hr.  0., 
that  a  ewtlemaD  wbo  nsnally  voted  'with  him 
ahonld  ofre  to  think  fbr  himself.  Are  gentle- 
men's oidniont  and  langnage  thns  to  be  arcnm- 
aeribedt  [Ur.  0.  ezpluned.]  llr.  O.  oontinned, 
the  gentleman  was  villing  that  all  qaeedona 
ahonM  now  be  taken  wiUkont  debatft  Doea 
tUamean,  a^  he,  that  there  an  a  m^ori^ 
of  membwa  Is  this  Honse  who  mnst  alwaya  be 
In  the  ri^^  and  a  minority  alw^i  In  the 
vrangt  If  ttib  be  the  o>M,thvhad  better 
dlimlsstha  ndnoritr,  and  do  tlie  bDrineaathem- 
■elves.  Were  not  gentleman  any  laoger  to  ex- 
weas  their  diSte«noe  of  opinion?  Wonid  this 
be  the  way  to  keep  the  Government  together, 
or  to  preserve  harmony  in  the  ooantry  t  If 
this  were  to  be  the  ritoauon  of  thlnga,  he  shoold 
regret  It  with  tears  in  Us  eyes.  He  had  him- 
■w  no  matbenudieal  oertaintj  that  any  (pinion 
of  Ma  was  ri^t;  nor  did  he  think  the  gentis- 
mno  from  Wiiiianbnsetta  on^t  to  expect  men 
to  bow  to  his.  Snob  an  aannnption  kA  to  mls- 
cbiefofa  wrionakind.  What!  tosaywehave 
ft  m^oclty,  and  thenfbre  we  wQl  have  no  de- 


bate. [The  SPKunx  said  no  snch  ezpN^oi 
had  been  made  nse  of;  if  it  had,  be  shoold  hiTS 
checked  it.]  Had  it  not  been  for  an  ezpreauon 
of  this  kind,  he  should  not  have  risen  on  tUi 
qneation.  He  wished  to  hear  every  man  de- 
liver his  opinion  freely.  ICr.  0.  did  not  belicTe 
the  bill  to  be  a  proper  one,  and  he  should  there- 
lore  vote  against  it. 

Hr.  HoDowxLL  said,  he  abonld  be  (^ipoted  to 
the  tnll,  if  he  had  no  other  ol^eotitm  to  it  than 
that  it  went  to  ooontenaooe  Uie  idett,  aceording 
to  the  gentlemen  from  H^ryland  and  Hasuchn- 
setts,  that  this  oonntry  mnst  go  into  the  «sUtK 
liiihment  of  a  large  naval  power.  Hm  great 
saving  to  be  derived  frtmi  thia  office,  he  ^M«^ 
stood  to  be  from  savings  in  the  bnilding  dl  vce- 
sels;  bnt,  as  the  twelve  veeads  whieb  w«n 
lately  voted  are  propoaed  to  be  porohased,  ready 
bmlt,  he  tnppoeed  this  reascm  HA  not  apfdj  at 
present  If  there  was  no  Intention,  therefon^ 
(which  he  tmated  ttiere  waa  not,]  d  oanyiiig 
onr  Naval  EstaUidtment  to  any  oonBdenblt 
extent,  be  «mld  see  no  occason  for  the  orettka 
of  thla  office.  For,  1/  tbia  Secretary  of  te 
Navy  was  apptrinted,  he  wonld  also  M  obliged 
to  my  npon  otiiera,  in  a  grant  de^w^  ^  ''>' 


Hr.  Habpxb  Bud,  the  naval  detbnoe  wbiA 
this  Honse  thong^t  necessary  for  the  serrioe  of 
the  country  having  been  vot«d,  be  coold  not 
agree  with  those  gentlemen  who  oMirider  this 
as  a  qnwtim  of  defence.  He  thought  it  aqoM- 
ti<m  of  economy,  and,  in  thla  view,  he  shonU 
r^y  to  eoma  obeervationa  which  had  been 
madenponlL 

He  believed  onr  naval  defbnoe  wonld  be  mod 
mora  efflcadondy  and  speedily  provided  ^ 
means  of  the  proposed  eaUblishmoit  than  if  thi 
bill  was  r^eoted.  Bo  &r,  indeed,  it  is  a  qots- 
tion  of  defenoe,  bnt  only  ooUidcorally  to,  lb* 
p<nnt  of  view  in  which  thia  bill  ahodd  be  <o>- 
mdered,  ia  atanply  thia :  will  it  not  (Act  «ll& 
more  speed  and  eecmomy  tbe  marine  detoice 
now  exuUnA  aawell  as  that  emtemplaledt  Hi 
himself  had  no  donbtaa  to  the  bet.  Indeed,  h* 
wonld  aA.  the  gentlaman  ttota  Nordi  Oaronna, 
whether,  If  he  wera  aboot  to  ered  a  dlstiDvy 
on  bla  place,  he  wonld  employ  Ui  OTaneer  to 
do  it,  who,  thoogh  he  ml^t  nndwitand  the 
bosiDeBs  of  his  brm  very  welL  knevnoUiingtf 
bnOdlnc.  He  oertdn^  wonld  not;  and  if  lUi 
wonld  be  bad  poUoy  b  an  Individoal,  it  wooU 
be  eapally  m  In  a  nwon.  Beddei^  the  eipMi 
wonM  be  so  trifling  as  ooW  to  amount  (a>  \aA 
been  stated)  to  ma-thIrd  per  oent,  thoogk 
tndera  wera  In  the  haUt  d  paying  Eve  pr 
nt.  to  have  tiidr  bosineos  d<»e> 

Bat  It  was  add,  that  if  an  o£Boe  <rf  this  kial 


Bnt  the  bndneet  ia  alrendy  created.  We  bavn^ 
"  he,  already  a  marine  of  fifteen  ships  irfwir. 
I  he  knew,  was  eomparativelTa  nuiU  tbre^ 
-—  in  the  eatabli^unent  (rf  whiol)  we  shall  y(* 
expend  two  milUons  of  ddlara,  and  the  sappixt 
of  which  will  amonnt  at  lent  to  t700,000<» 
$800,000  annnally.   Whw  tha  War  D^uftnol 
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¥M  fint  eetablidied,  th«  object  of  it<  care  was 
not,  ba  beIi«Ted,  of  equal  maKnitnde. 

Mr.  B.  WiLUAMS  wu  ready  to  acknowledge 
ha  ^  not  beliere  it  ooald  ever  be  the  Intereet 
ef  ddi  eonntry  to  go  into  the  eatabliahment  of 
a  large  navkl  power,  and  therefore  he  flhoald 
net  M  in  laTor  of  the  present  hill  on  that  gronod. 
Kw  dtd  he  think  there  was  anj  good  reason  for 
ffiiMing  the  inllitai7  and  oav^  huaineas,  except 
there  waa  more  tb«n  could  be  attended  to  h; 
Am  preaent  establishment  But  It  was  said  the 
bouMaa  was  of  a  different  oatnre,  and  therefore 
it  eo^t  to  be  in  separate  departmenta,  as  one 
man  cannot  be  ntppioeed  to  nnderstand  both 
ccneemB.  That  objectdon  wonld  apply  to  any 
of  the  other  depnrtmeDts;  and  whenever  this 
nle  of  divi^ng  bnslneaa  ehall  be  adopted,  we 
Aall  get  men  of  inferior  talenta  to  do  it  When 
tte  QarenaatsA  was  eatablished,  it  was  thought 
that  a  War  Departmect  wonld  be  eqnal  to  the 
mSUtary  and  naval  concerns  of  tiiis  oonntrr. 
But  it  was  aiid  a  navy  was  not  then  thonght 
•f;  It  waa,  however  doubtless  thonght  of  when 
the  fiigatei  were  ordered  to  be  bnilt,  and  it  was 
BOt  then  gone  into.  It  was.  however,  uud  that 
BBdh  monc^  had  been  loet  ibr  want  of  on  officer 
of  tida  kind.  This  was  mere  aseertion,  and  it 
WIS  by  no  meane  clear  that  the  bndncoa  wonld 
be  done  better  with  saoh  an  (^Scer  than  without 

Ihit  it  was  said,  It  was  neoeesary  to  go  into 
this  measnre  for  the  sake  of  ^)pecirances.  To 
vhom  ara  theae  appearances  to  be  made !  Not 
to  OUT  own  people,  bnt  to  Enropean  nations. 
1h»  gentleman  from  Uassachnsetta  says  we 
ought  to  adopt  their  opinion  upon  this  snbject 
He  'riewed  a  policy  of  this  kind  the  meet  btal 
of  any  other  to  this  oonntry.  He  believed  that 
fte  leas  we  had  to  do  with  Eoropean  politics, 
aad  tbrir  mode  ttf  admlntstration,  the  better. 
the  odIt  object  in  ^w,  with  that  Honse,  ought 
to  be  the  interest  <tf  their  own  country.  What, 
■rid  he,  is  the  ntuatiou  of  those  oountriea  which 
have  gone  into  th  e  eetablUbment  of  lane  navies  7 
They  are  involved  in  debt  which  they  never 
tm,  and  never  will,  pay. 

Mr,  J.  WnuAHB  said,  the  only  point  in  dis- 
pute vaa,  whether  a  separate  offloe  should  be 
SstahHshed  for  the  humneBS  of  the  Navy,  or 
— '■-'ber  it  should  be  put  under  the  care  of  a 
intendent  in  the  War  Department  He 
A  th«  gentleman  from  Masaaohusetta  QIi. 
Om)  had  ^ared  his  obaerradons  until  he  had 
bsard  thoae  mt  Ota  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Hr,  8.  Bwra.)  It  had  appeared  to  him  that  a 
ai^erinlendent  In  the  War  Department  wonld 
have  been  snffldent,  and  he  yet  thonght  so.  He 
£d  not  think  the  bnsioees  of  the  Kavr  waa  bo 
mat  as  to  require  a  separate  estabUshmeut 
tliere  was  mom  bnsiDess  in  the  War  Depart- 
■ast  in  17M  than  at  present,  and  nothinr  was 
ttwn  heard  of  a  new  department.  Be  should 
not  have  opposed  this  measure  if  he  had  not 
beca  convinced  that  every  meataro  taken  to  in- 
scase  the  Navy  beyond  its  preeent  estahlish- 
■vt  wonld  have  a  bad  e&ot  on  this  ooontry. 


auMirinte 
wUted  tl 


It  had  been  proposed  last  winter  to  purchase  all 
the  live-oak  dmber  in  the  Sootbem  States: 
afterwards  a  proportion  was  brought  forward 
ibr  the  establishment  of  navy  yards.  Those 
meaanree  had  been  defeated,  and  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  establish  a  new  department  for 
this  bvorite  object  Be  was  not  willing  to  do 
it  ThegentlemanfromUaesacbnaettasaidthere 
would  only  be  a  difference  between  making  a 
new  office,  aud  oontinuiug  to  do  the  bnainees  in 
the  War  Department  of  the  salary  of  the  chief 
officer ;  bot  if  he  looked  at  the  second  clanse  of 
the  bin,  he  wonld  find  himself  mistaken,  as 
there  waa  in  that  providon  for  a  principal  clerk, 
and  such  other  clerks  as  he  ahaU  Judge  neces- 
sary: «o  that  he  mav  have  a  derk  for  every 
port  in  the  Union,  If  he  pleases.  If  he  repre- 
sented, as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
doee,  a  oommercial  interest,  he  might  be  as 
favorable  to  a  Navy  as  him:  but  as  that  waa 
not  tbe  case,  he  was  onposed  to  it.  He  gave 
his  approbation  to  sucn  appropriations  as  he 
thougnt  neoeseoiy ;  and  ii^  in  this  instance,  he 
differed  in  opinion  from  the  gentleman  fhtm 
MaKaohusettB,  he  should  stand  excused.  Be 
believed  with  that  gentleman,  that  the  commer- 
cial and  agricnltur^  interests  were  closely  con- 
neoted  j  they  differed  only  aa  to  the  extent  to 
which  it  waa  proper  to  carry  our  naval  defenoe. 
Be  did  not  wish,  however,  at  present,  to  r^feot 
the  bQl.  Be  believed  it  nd^t  be  ameiided,  and 
he  had  no  otjection  to  tbe  question  being  post- 
poned for  that  purpose- 
Mr.  LrriKoffroir  add,  be  iraa  ahnoet  tempted 
to  smile  at  tbe  arrc^ant  pretendona  of  some 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  in  their  treatment  of 
othere,  at  least  th^  equals  on  this  floor,  what- 
ever tAey  might  be  out  of  docva,  being  equally 
with  them  Bepreeentatives  of  tbe  people.  They 
were  told  by  the  gentleman  frtnn  Maaaacbnsetta 
(Mr.  Orm)  that  t^ipodtian  was  expected,  waa 
looked  for,  fhim  owtain  gentlemn;  that  no 
argument  waa  neoessaiy  wthe  ooeasion,  beeaoso 
thoae  memhera  who  were  oppcaed  to  all  n 


wonld  carry  (t  bito  efltet  This  timfSfi  declara- 
tion of  a  Btiength  of  party  waa  alao  attended 
with  a  *en  handsome  rebuke  of  one  of  hia  col- 
lea^oee  (Mr.  J.  WiLLUial  for  having  dared  to 


had  prodnoed  Its  vOset,  and  that  thon^  bis  eol- 
league  waa  at  first  vwy  decide^  sgainst  the 
bill,  he  was  now  disposed  to  doubt;  and  the 
eflbct  of  another  rebuke^  he  supposed,  would 
obtain  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  new  ertablish' 
ment  For  his  own  part,  neither  the  rebuke, 
nor  the  preliminair  obaorvitiona  with  whktb  it 
was  accompanied,  had  prodnoed  any  efibot  inion 
him.  Be  did  vwy  much  donbt  the  propriety 
of  the  measure;  for,  altbon^  there  waa  a  great 
deal  of  bcsinees  iu  the  War  Offioe,  and  the  same 
person  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted 
with  militaiy  and  naval  afiUrs,  if  a  abip-builder 
waa  to  havethe  vpointineDt,beoonld  not  think 
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BDcli  a  person  £t  to  be  one  of  the  great  coancil 
of  the  natioo;  eaii  it  must  be  recollected  that 
the  person  who  holds  this  office  will  become 
one  of  the  coansellors  of  the  President  on  all 

It  was  aaid  that  this  establishment  was  neces- 
sary, in  urder  to  nve  an  appeammy  of  defence 
to  Europe,  ns  if  the  efltablUliraent  of  a  Depart- 
ment of  the  Nary  was  to  have  the  effect  to  do 
Bwoy  all  oar  past  and  tonrevont  fiitnre  injaries. 
But  onr  appearance  to  Europe  was  not  aU;  the 
example  orEiiropean  countries  was  mentioned. 
All  were  ssid  to  have  a  Uarine  Deportmeat. 
The  practice  of  Earope,  Ur.  L.  said,  had  proved 
itself  to  be  a  bad  one,  as  the  navies  of  those 
coantries  hod  proved  the  ruin  of  them. 

The  ;eas  and  nays  were  taken  open  thb  bill 
going  U)  its  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeaa  47,  najs  41,  as  follows: 

Tkas. — Jolin  Allen,  Bailey  Butlett,  Jamas  A.  Bay- 
ard, Christopher  G.  Champlio,  John  Chapmaa,  James 
Cochmn,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Sunael  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  ThomM  Evans, 
Abiol  Foster,  Dvlght  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Henry  Glenr.,  Chunncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold, 
William  Bany  Grove,  Robert  Goodloo  Harper,  Wil- 
liam Hindmon,  Heiekish  L  Hosmer,  James  H.  Im- 
]my,  Samoel  Lyraan,  James  Machlr,  William  Hat- 
thews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G. 
Otis,  Joaiah  Fadcer,  Thomas  Pincknay,  John  R«ad, 
John  Rutledge,  jnn.,  James  Schoraman,  Samuel  Sew- 
all,  William  Shepai^  Thomas  Sinnioksaa.  Thompson 
J.  Skinner,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Peteg 
Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark 
Thompson,  Thomas  TilUn^iaa^  John  E.  Von  Allen, 
and  Poleg  Wadsworth. 

Nats. —Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Ilicharf  Brent,  Nathan 
Biyan,  Stephen  Bullock,  Thomas  Claiborne,  ■mUiam 
Charles  Colo  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Lacss  Elmendorph,  William 
Ftndlay,  John  Fowler,  ATbert  Oallatiii,  James  GiUes- 
ri«.  Carter  B.  Harrison,  JooathanN.  Havens,  Joseph 
Heiitar,  David  Hohnea,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Liv- 
Ii^rtan,  Hat^MT  I^Kike,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Ibcon,  Blair  Hcdenaelian,  Joaeph  McDowell,  Jolm 
tClledge,  Anthony  Naw,  ^miiam  Smith,   Richard 
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;,  juiL,    ffiohaid   SlanTord,   TfaAmas    Sumter, 

>  ^"8g<  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortland^ 

Joseph  B.  Varnom,  Abraham  Vcnable,  John  Williams, 


and  Robert  WHliama* 

THnBBDA?,  April  36. 

The  bill  for  establishing  an  Eiecutive  Depart- 
ment, to  be  denominated  the  Department  of  the 
Navy  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed — IS 
to  27. 

Military  AppropriaHoM. 

On  motion,  the  Honse  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  ap- 
propriating fbr  the  Mihtary  Establishment  for 
the  yearl798;  when,  the  qneetion  for  filling 


*  This,  by  a  doe*  vota,  the  Naval  DepartmsBt  wi 
aled;  and,  sa  th>  prooMdingi  show,  bf  ■  Iiarty  toI 
XapnbUoansotthstdsybslag  a^nstsNaTr. 


[Aran,  179B. 

the  blank  in  the  Qoart^rmaster's  Departmcut 
witli  $200,000  again  recarring, 

Mr.  GiLLATiH  moved  to  fiU  the  blank  with 
tlC0,OO0,  which  was  the  sam  he  had  pnmosed 
on  a  former  day,  since  which,  he  Bsid,  the  House 
had  received  a  number  of  statements  &om  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  order  to  induce  a  larger 
appropriation.  As  there  seemed  to  be  a  geaos] 
concurrence  of  opinion  to  restrict  the  eipens«s 
of  the  War  Department,  he  wished  some  gen- 
tlemen, better  able  to  do  it  than  himsdf,  would 
compare  the  nnmber  of  troops  in  service  vith 
the  snms  there  reqnired.  lit.  Q,  noticod  i 
nnmber  of  items  which  appeared  to  him  onac- 
conntably  extravagant,  and  contrasted  the  veiy 
great  expense  incarred  on  the  North-weMem 
frontier  with  that  of  the  troops  employed  on 
the  seaboard.  Mr.  G.  also  took  a  view  of  llw 
expenses  under  this  head  fVom  the  vear  1T8S  ta 
the  present  time,  in  order  to  show  that  $160,000 

)md  be  a  snfflciont  appropriation. 

After  commenting  pretty  freely  and  at  IsrM 
the  estimates  from  tie  War  Office,  Ifr.  6. 

d,  ho  believed  there  was  some  radical  defect 
with  respect  to  the  connection  sob^sting  be- 
tween the  Accountant's  deportment,  the  Treu- 
nry  and  War  Departments,  which  preveul«d  & 

£  roper  investigation  of  accounts.  So  far  as  re- 
it^  to  the  Treasury  Department,  the  tcconnU 
always  very  clear,  and  tliere  was  no  ground 
ui  lumploint ;  but,  from  the  connection  vbicb 
subsists  between  the  War  Department  and  tka 
Accountant's  department,  there  seeraed  tobei 
want  of  reeponsibility. 

In  the  details  which  had  been  laid  before  &» 
House,  Ur.  Q.  said,  he  fonnd  items  under  tba 
head  of  contingencies,  which  he  should  never 
have  expected  to  have  found  there ;  one  was  for 
'  pay  of  an  inspector  of  the  troops  and  girri- 
ofthe  United  States,  at  ft  salarj  of  sit; 
dollars  a  month.  He  oonid  not  say  soeh  an 
officer  was  not  necessary;  but  if  he  was,  li« 
wonld  say  he  ought  to  have  been  proviiled  fut 
by  laW,  The  other  item  was  for  a  much  larger 
sum,  viz :  the  pay  of  on  engineer  of  the  forliJ- 
catlons  of  the  United  States,  at  a  ealary  of  Uitm 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  which  was  a  salsiy 
greater  than  that  of  the  Set^tary  of  War.  It 
appears  that  this  engineer  was  engaged  for  thm 
years ;  bnt,  after  he  had  been  some  time  in  the 
servioe,  two  thonsaud  dollars  were  riven  him 
over  and  above  his  pay,  to  roUDqiii£  Ms  con- 
tract. 

After  a  few  observations  (hnn  ICr.  Disi,  in 
favor  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Ur.  Bhbfabd  rose,  and  went  over  the  diffa^ 
ent  items  cont^ed  in  the  statement  read  ;«- 
terday,  particularly  the  boatmen,  $13,000;  tb« 
pack-horsemen,  $5,000;  the  wagoners,  |T,OO0i 
the  laborers,  $8,000 ;  the  armorera,  $6,000 ;  the 
ortifioers,  $14,000;  hire  of  expresses,  $6,000; 
and  fuel,  $8,000.  He  could  not  tell  hov  so 
many  boatmen,  pack-horsemen,  and  w^onei^ 
could  be  employed  (for  it  was  not  for  bos(^ 
pack-horsea  and  wagons,  bnt  for  the  m^ 
alone;)  and  what  bo  many  laboren  oonld  bt 
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•adored  in  be  could  not  imagine.  He  did  not 
IN  vh;  the  aoldien  ooold  not  do  all  tbe  labor 
tbe  Arm;  hod  to  do  themMlvefl.  When  he  was 
in  the  Arm;,  he  was  at  no  expense  like  this. 
Aij  liowtJie  repairing  the  arms  for  three  thon- 
■ud  meo  conld  oost  $6,000  he  conld  not  tell; 
nor  ronld  he  Mehowtl4,(XN]  could  be  expended 
M  irti&era.  If  we  were  to  be  ioTolved  in  war, 
il  would  not  do  to  expend  money  ia  this  manner. 
It  wH  ttsy  to  write  down  thirt;,  fifty,  or  one 
bcdnd  tbouaand  dollais  for  this  or  that,  bnt 
vben  the  tsia  come  to  be  lud,  the  moue; 
TDeU  not  be  M  easily  raised.  Mr.  B.  passed 
OTR  h  nninber  of  articles,  till  he  came  to  AieL 
He  thoQ^t  (6,000  a  year  for  fael,  in  a  conntry 
vbera  the  treea  were  ready  to  fell  npon  them, 
m  ■  Teiy  exorbitant  charge.  While  he  waa 
in  thaAnny,  it  nerer  ooat  him  sixpence  for 
kd.  Tbe  United  States  had  better  purchase 
dwhndapon  which  the  timber  growB,atoncej 
tbe;  voold  be  able  to  get  it  for  a  mnoh  leee 
mi.  If  these  expenses  were  to  be  incmredfor 
tit  ihomud  men,  what  wonld  be  the  expense 
«f  in  Army  of  thirty  thonaand  ment  This 
Mimite,  he  was  Bare,  mnst  be  much  too  large ; 
ud  it  became  Oongrees  to  be  carefd  how  they 
Ift  wconra^mant  to  snch  chorgee  as  these, 
fefte  eonnby  would  scarcely  be  able  to  enp- 
pMt  tbe  expense  of  any  oonsiderabie  establUb- 
Dcot  if  more  economy  was  not  ttsed. 

Ths  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  two 
bnndred  thousand  doUare,  was  put,  uid  n^a- 
liwd  withonj  A  divirion. 

Mr.  Galutix  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
tlW,0OO.  Be  said  that,  with  respect  to  the 
iohpity  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  did  not 
iaaii  it  in  the  least ;  as  to  bis  talents  he  had 
■>  •^fMrtimity  of  formii^  a  correct  Judgment 
cf  than;  he  me,  howeTer,  some  Jndge  of  ao- 
tmiti,  ud  be  aaw  enougb  of  them  to  authorite 
tba  dedantioa  wbiah  m  had  made  as  to  tbe 
nptoptt  eonnaotion  of  tlie  dififerent  depart- 
iHUa.    He  bad  spoken  of  facta  only. 

11ieqD««ticffi  for  filling  theblank  with  $160,000 
*!•  pot,  and  carried  without  a  division. 
AA«r  igrecin^  to  sereral  otber  itema,  amongst 
r  the  Tesaels  on  the  I^es,  the 


«bitbi 


, . .  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed 

k  a  third  reading. 

JVmenU  to  MinitUn. 
The  Spsaxn  eud  he  had  received  a  letter 
Ui  monuDg,  Bgned  Thomas  Finokney,  which 
ba  «M  datind  to  lay  before  the  Honae.  It  waa 
*Kor«ii|)y  read.  It  atated  that  when  he  (Mr. 
nvkney)  h*d  conolnded  tlie  late  treaty  with 
tbe  Spaoith  Qorammeot,  the  Bpaniab  SKluster, 
tbt  Prince  of  P««oe,  informed  him  the  presents 
■"■'I'y  giren  in  such  cases  wonld  be  prepared' 
fcr  han ;  sad  that  also  when  he  took  leave  of 
>be  BritlA  Gonrt,  the  like  infbnnalion  was 
prcD  to  him  by  tbe  Uinister  there.  To  both 
of  "hidi  be  replied,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
Tiittd  States  forbade  its  Uiniatwa  from  reoMv- 
'H  any  prwent  from  any  fbrdgn  I>riDoe  or 


Stat«,  without  the  consent  of  Congress ;  that  in 
dne  time  he  wonld  nsk  that  consent,  and  act 
accordingly.  This  letter  asks  for  the  determi- 
nation of  OongreBs. 

It  was  moved  by  Ur.  RuTLBHaB  to  refer  tbU 
letter  to  B.  select  committee, 

Ur.  Uaoon  wished  it  to  go  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Hftnse. 

AAer  some  observations,  the  latter  motion 
waa  negatived,  and  the  former  carried. 

Fbidat,  April  ST. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  W.  0.  Claibobhs,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
directing  the  payment  of  a  detachment  of  militia, 
for  servioea  performed  in  the  year  VIM,  under 
the  command  of  U^or  James  Orr.  Ihe  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engroaeed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


On  motion  of  Ur.  Sbwaix,  the  Houae  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
made  yesterday  b;  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Oommeroe  and  the  Defence  of  tbe 
Conntry,  on  the  subject  of  naturalization;  and 
the  report  having  been  read,  and  the  first  reso- 
lution for  prolonging  the  term  of  residence  before 
aliens  ahall  t>e  admitted  as  dtizens,  being  nnder 
consideration, 

Kr.  SRWA1.L  said,  the  term  of  residence  now 
re<jQired  from  foreigners  before  they  con  become 
oibzena,  is  five  jean.  The  committee  think  this 
period  too  short ;  it  is  much  shorter  than  the 
period  adopted  by  the  French  Ctovemment,  The 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  a  rewdence  of 
at  least  ten  jeara  should  be  required;  bnt  this 
might  be  left  a  blank  in  the  bill,  and  aflerwardB 
filled. 

Mr.  Hi.BFEB  believed  that  it  was  high  time 
we  should  recover  from  the  mistake  wMch  this 
country  fell  into  when  it  first  began  to  form  its 
constitutions,  of  admitting  foreigners  to  citiien- 
ship.  This  mistake,  he  believed,  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  very  great  evila  to  this  country,  and, 
unless  correctei^  he  was  apprehenave  those 
evils  would  greatly  increase.  He  believed  the 
time  was  now  oome  when  it  wonld  be  proper 
to  declare,  that  nothing  bnt  birth  ahonld  entitle 
amantooittsenabipinthisooantry.  Hethoufdit 
this  was  the  proper  season  for  making  the  de- 
elaratioiL    He  beUeved  the  United  States  bad 

Xrieuoe  enongh  to  cure  them  of  the  folly  of 
ving  that  the  strength  and  happinees  of  tbe 
conntry  would  be  promoted  by  admitting  to  the 
rights  of  dtiz^uhip  all  the  oongregatimu  4^ 
people  who  resort  to  these  shores  from  every 


which,  aa  he  supposed  they  wonld  I 
same  force  upon  others  as  upon  himself,  he 
should  not  dettdn  the  committee  b;  dilating 
upon,  he  proposed  to  amend  tbe  rosolntion  by 
adding  to  it  the  following  word^  viz :  "  that 
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proTidoD  ongbt  to  be  made  bj  law  for  prOTent- 
ing  auf  person  becoming  entitjed  to  the  rigbbi 
of  a  citjzen  of  the  United  States,  ezc^t  bj 
birth." 

The  Ceaihiuh'  declared  this  amendmHit 
would  be  a  snbatitate  to  the  reaolotion  before 
the  oommitte&  and  therefore  not  in  order. 

Hi.  Otis  said,  he  would  propoae  an  amend- 
ment which  he  believed  wonid  be  in  order, 
which  wM  ea  follows,  DRinelj,  "  and  that  no 
alien  born,  who  is  not  at  present  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  hereaAer  be  capable  of 
holding  any  office  of  honor,  biiat,  or  profit 
under  the  United  Statea." 

Ur.  Eabpek  moved  to  amend  this  amend- 
ment, by  adding  the  ftJlowbig  words 

r  rf  any 
CKaM." 

Mr.  H.  add,  he  wm  for  gMog  forangnen 
every  fadlity  for  acqairing  proper^,  of  holding 
this  property,  of  raidng  their  fiunUiee,  and  of 
txaouerriDg  their  property  to  their  funiUes.  He 
was  willing  thej  shonld  form  citizens  for  ns ; 
bot  as  to  the  rights  of  dtixenship,  he  was  not 
willing  thev  ^onld  be  enjoyed,  except  hf  per- 
HHu  bom  In  this  oonntry.  He  did  not  think 
this  even  was  dedreble  hj  the  personB  tbfon- 
■eLvea.  Why.  he  asked,  did  foreignera  seek  a 
reaidoQoe  Id  this  oonntryl  He  eappnsed  it  was 
either  to  better  th^  ocndition,  or  to  live  nndw 
>  GoTerament  better  and  more  firee  than  that 
they  bad  left.  But  was  it  neoeasar^  these  per- 
Bons  should  at  cmoe  beoome  entitted  to  tau  a 
part  in  the  oonoems  of  oar  Gorenmentt  He 
believed  it  by  no  means  neoessarr,  either  to  tfa^ 
bappineaa  or  prosperity,  and  ne  waa  tan  it 
woiud  not  tend  to  the  bappineas  of  this  oonntiy. 
If  the  native  dticens  are  not  indeed  adoqoate 
to  the  perfonnanoe  of  the  ditties  of  OoremmKit, 
It  m!^  be  expedi«t  to  invito  le^tlatora  or 
Toteta  from  other  oonntriea  to  do  that  bn^neas 
for  whieh  thOT  themselves  are  not  qnaHfled. 
Bnt  if  the  people  of  the  eoantn,  who  owe  their 
birth  to  it.  an  adeqnato  to  all  Uie  duties  of  Qov- 


Una  might  then  introdooe  Ui  a 
snbetitnte.  To  adept  the  resohilion  aa  reported 
would  be,  he  believed,  to  ep«e  npon  an  at  mK 
/aeta  rcgnlalion.  It  ooald  not  be  intoide^  be 
ahonld  suppose,  to  prevent  pereons  ^rtio  had 
resided  in  this  ooontry  two  or  three  jem, 
under  the  expectation  of  beomning  titUens  it 
the  end  of  five  years,  from  that  privil^;e. 
'Mr,  Champuit  snggested  wnetber,  if  this 
nendment  was  adopted,  it  would  not  pevmt 
foreigner*,  who  ire  not  at  present  eitiKDs  tf 


permitt« 
There  i 


emmentjheooold  not  see  for  what  reaaon  atiaag- 
tnshonld  be  admitted;  atrangen who,  however 
aooeptable  they  may  be  in  other  reapeot^  eoold 
not  hare  the  Mine  viewa  and  attaehmenta  irith 
native  ddieni.  Under  this  view  of  the  snUect, 
he  was  ooDvinoed  it  was  an  esMutial  poikT, 
whioh  lay  at  the  bottom  of  civil  sodety,  that 
ncme  bnt  persona  bwn  in  the  ooontr;  sbonld  1» 

nitted  to  take  a  part  in  the  Qoverament. 

re  might  have  been,  Ifr.  H.  a^nowledged, 
Indivldnal  ueeptians,  ud  then  may  be  a^dn, 
to  this  general  mle;  bnt  it  was  necemary  to 
make  regnlationa  genual,  and  he  believed  the 
denger  aridng  from  admitting  fimigners  gener- 
ally to  dtizraihip  would  be  greater  thiui  ^e 
Inoonvenienoca  ariring  from  debuting  from 
dtixenship  the  moat  deserving  foreignem  He 
believed  it  would  have  been  well  for  this  conn- 
tzy  if  the  prindple  oostatned  in  this  amendment 
had  Men  adopted  soonw;  he  hoped  it  would 
now  be  adopted. 


Mr.  a  Burrs  believed  it  would  be  hcetfirrt 
to  decide  npon  the  reKdntioa  as  r^xmed;  if  it 
was  negatived,  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 


United  States.    If  so,  he  believed  it  woaM  be 
proper    to   insert   the  word   "  dvil "  b«fofe 

Mr.  0ns  acknowledged  (Ut  the  otifeationa  of 
the  gentleman  fiwn  Mairland  Qtx.  B.  Skrb) 
were,  in  some  degree,  w<U  fonoded ;  bat  there 
ndgbt  be  regolatums  introduoed  into  the  UH 
to  avoid  them.  The  preamt  law,  ha  behered^ 
directs  that  pereons  dull  give  notice  of  thw 
intention  of  becoming  dtums  of  the  UniUd 
States.  Where  this  notice  had  been  giveii,  be 
thongbtsnoh  peraona  shonldbe  axehuedfraa 
the  operation  of  the  law.  Iliese  resolntiaM 
having  only  been  laid  upon  the  table  tUa  men- 
Ins,  he  wUied,  howeveo',  that  the  eonmittes 
m^ht  riae,  in  wder  to  afford  s  IltUe  time  tor 
oonsideratioo.  He  wished  to  eidnde  aH  fx- 
dgnerSiWhomheeonldooaBtitntionallyeialnd^ 
from  holding  offleea  in  the  United  States;  bot 
not  to  entr^  sneh  aa  aia  in  the  way  of  beoony 
ing  dtiseni. 

jfr.HAKPIB 

to  him  that  the  oooatibitio 

ntMaiag  the  States  tn  their  admkncn  tf 


dtiiena,  he  should  withdraw  hiaai 

the  preaent,  until  he  had  had  an  opportunity  rf 
examining  the  omatitntion  in  tUs  rcapeot 


riae.  It  T 
according. 


and  the  oconmittee  row 


TsuxsnAT,  H^  8. 
JialaraliMatioK  Zoh. 

Ur.  Bewau  moved  the  Honae  to  go  into  k 
Committee  of  the  Thole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  in  order  to  resume  die  condderatiM  of 
the  rcedotion  vrtdch  had  been  nported  «■  th* 
saMeot  of  aliens. 

Mr.  One  widied  to  propoae  a  rMofalM  to 
the  House,  bdtm  It  reaotved  itaeir  into  a  Ota- 
mittee  <^  the  Whole  on  Qie  state  of  the  D^ 
aa  a  Bubstitnte  for  the  flrat  reaohttian,  TWrM 
by  the  OommittM  fbr  the  Protaetion  of  Oisb- 
merce  and  the  I>efbno»  of  the  Ooontty.  It  ns 
to  the  following  eflbot : 

"  RtnliKilyTbataB^atu  bom,  who  li  w*  tl  p»- 
MBt  a  dtinn  «t  the  Uidtod  Slatoa,  daaU  bM««nwM 
capabla  arboUiog  anyoilbe  oThMM^  tou^  vp<a^ 
mkdv  the  UnUad  StaMa." 
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It.  Tbuu  ^d  not  think  the  Honse  were 
uthorized  to  eneot  nich  a  principle  into  a  law. 
is  (iten  up  it  an,  it  oneht  to  be  considered  as 
upropwitioDfbraffiendiiis  the  constitntion.  If 
hns  dun^t  neeeoaaiy  bj  Kentlemeo  to  amend 
tlwooMtibitian  in  thi«  way,  be  Bhonld  not  object 
<0|MiigliitatboBnUeet.  After  fbreignera  were 
iMim  u  dtiteoB,  OoDgreM  had  not  the  power 
ff  decluiiig  what  Bbonld  be  th^  rights;  the 
twKJtntiDii  bis  done  thia.  Foreigners  most, 
Ihnfon,  be  retbaed  tlie  privilege  of  becoming 
£ueu  iltogctlier,  or  admitted  to  all  the  rights 
ilaSiaa. 

Mr.  Otb  bad  no  idea  that  this  proportion 
Kold  b«  conaidered  as  a  propodtion  to  amend 
IhajDalitiitkin.  If  the  Hoiue  had  the  power 
K  tiKDd  the  natm^lization  law,  and  to  extend 
tte  time  of  resdeDoe  neoeesarj  to  entitle  an 
iBen  to  dtitenahip,  ther  oonld  oert^nlj  extend 
it  t«  tlie  Ufe  of  man.  The  Idea  of  ddzenship 
&i  not  ilirsf  B  Inclnde  the  power  of  holding 
■Am  In  Qreat  Britain  no  eUen  was  ever 
paniitted  to  hold  an  offioe,  he  wished  thej 

tl  not  be  allowed  to  do  it  here. 
bSfuixr  said  tlds  was  not  the  proper 
tiM  to  areae  whether  this  propoaition  ooght 
Id  be  eon^ered  as  an  ameaoment  to  the  ooo' 
■Jtitioii.  The  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  would 
c^  npon  it  as  they  thooght  proper. 

Vr.  Ytsisa  did  not  ottJeot  to  tiie  resolntion 
iMJDg  referred,  bnt  thonght  it  ongbt  to  go  rUher 
to  a  ordioarr  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  than  to 
lint  on  the  state  of  the  TTnion,  ss  he  did  not 
Uiero  Oongren  had  the  power  of  saving,  men 
*iw  'ere  entitled  to  hold  offices  bj  Uie  oonsti- 
Mod,  dtill  not  hold  than. 

The  motion  ibr  reference  was  put  and  carried, 
Om  hang  ftir  it  W  votee. 

Tie  Home  then  resolTed  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee of  Um  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
v.  Dnr  in  the  chair ;  when 

Kr.  Oin  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
M  the  resdation  fiHTnerly  nnder  conMderation, 
■r  oteadnff  the  time  of  reaklence  of  aliens 
MmiherAonldbeaititledto  dtizenshii^in 
Mer  to  take  np  the  reeolntion  whit^  he  had 
I'^^Tmed,  and  wnich  had  heem  referred  to  this 


Ae  qoesdoD  w«a  put  and  negatived— 41 

^  question  Qien  returned  npon  the  motion 
n*de  by  lb.  Ona  yeeterday,  to  amend  the  first 
rwhitioD,  by  addins  words  of  the  aame  tenor 
]ntfa  tfaoee  CMitaiiied  in  the  reaolntlon  referred 
funaomiD^ 

Ur.  lUoov  aaud,  whether  it  wonld  be  good  or 
U  poB^  to  ad(^  a  regnlatloa  of  this  Und, 
^MTDold  not  inqoire,  beoanse  he  believed  the 
"UiuwT  and  Senate  oonld  alwaya  qipoint 
ncfa  men  aa  they  thon^t  proper  to  office.  If 
^<uo  u  a  dtizen,  he  ia  eligible  to  office  agree- 
■%  to  the  coMtltaliona]  role,  and  that  oonld 
Mbe  dtered  bj  law.  If  the  people  choae  to 
nift  ■  foreigner  aa  a  member  of  the  L^islatore, 
D  be  had  been  a  dtiten  seven  years,  Ckinin«as 
Mid  not  eaj  he  dtonld  not  be  elii^ble.    Th^ 


might,  indeed,  make  the  time  of  reridenoe,  to 
entitle  a  forei^er  to  dtlzenahip^  so  long,  as  to 
prevent  bim  m  that  way  fh>m  holding  a  seat 
m  the  Lef^slalnre ;  bnt^  after  a  man  b  a  citizen, 
he  moBt  be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  citizen, 

Vt.  Otib  said,  gentlemen  oottld  certdnlj  read 
the  oosBtitotion  for  themselves,  and  draw  their 
own  conclusions  from  it  He  himself  had  not 
the  smallest  donbt  as  to  the  conatitntionality  of 
restricting  aliens  in  the  way  proposed.  He 
bdieved  that  Congreea,  haviEg  the  power  to 
eetablisb  an  nnifbrm  role  of  natnralization, 
could,  if  ther  thoo^t  proper,  make  a  rewdenoe 
of  forty  or  fifty  years  necessary  before  an  alien 
shonld  be  entitled  to  ottizenahip,  which  woidd 
extend  to  the  whole  life  of  a  person,  and  prove 
an  efiectnal  exclnaion.  If  Oongreea,  then,  had  a 
right  to  exdnde  foreigners  alt<^ther  fh)m  cit- 
izenship, any  modification  of  that  right  was 
certainly  within  their  power,  and  woTUd  be  an 
advantage  to  aliens,  for  which  they  onght  to  be 
gratefhl.  There  wonld  be  nothing  in  this  con- 
trary to  the  oonatitntion;  fbr  it  was  always 
acknowledged  that  where  an  absolnte  power 
may  be  exerdsed.  a  oondilional  power  may  also 
be  ezercieed.  What  advantage,  he  a^ed,  was 
derived  to  thia  oonntry  from  giving  aliens  eligi- 
bility to  office!  The  people  of  this  oonntry 
were  certainly  equal  to  the  l^telation  ana 
administration  of  their  own  Qovemment,  otan- 
prising  all  the  aliens  who  are  now  become 
citizena.  He  had  no  donbt  but  many  aliens 
wonld  become  very  valnable  acqnieinona  to 
this  country:  but  he  had  no  idea  of  admitting 
them  into  tne  Qovemment  He  did  not  wiah 
to  open  the  door  to  the  intrigues  of  other 
oonntriea  in  this  way ;  since  we  know  there 
ore  ootmtriee  whose  chief  attention  is  paid  to 
the  obtaining  of  Inflnence  in  the  internal  oon- 
oems  of  the  oonntries  over  which  they  wiah  to 
hare  dominion.  And  he  oonld  see  it  poseiblo 
that  persons  might  be  funuahed  by  soch  a 
oonntry  to  oome  here  and  bnv  landa,  and  by 


that  means,  in  time,  get  into  the  GoveramenL 
OrMt  Britdn.  ha  sud,  was  very  osreful  of  the 
avennes  which  led  to  her  liberty  in  this  reepeob 


Aliens  were  there  eiclnded  from  holding  aQ 
places  of  honor,  profit,  or  tmat  The  sitnatioa 
of  Amerioa  heretofore  was  different  from  what 
it  is  at  preeenL  It  had  not  only  been  thought 
good  policy,  in  timee  past,  to  encourage  foreign- 
era  to  come  to  this  conntry,  bnt  also  to  admit 
them  into  the  Le^ature,  and  important  offloes. 
Bnt  now,  aaii  he,  America  is  growing  Into  a 
nation  of  importance,  and  it  wonld  be  an  object 
with  Ibrdgn  nations  to  g^n  an  inflaence  in  onr 
conndls;  and,  bdbre  any  snoh  att«mpt  was 
made,  it  was  proper  to  make  provimoo  against 
it;  for  if  the  time  ever  shonld  arrive  when  a 
nomber  of  persons  of  thia  description  bad  foimd 
their  way  into  the  Lcoalatnre,  a  motion  of  this 
Idad  wonld  of  oonrse  he  very  odions.  If,  how- 
ever, genUemen  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  think  the  object  wonld  be  better  aooom- 
pllshed  by  ext^ndkig  the  residence  of  aliens, 
he  shonld  not  oljjeot  to  that  oonrse  b«ng  taken, 
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thongh  he  thought  the  one  be  proposed  perfecilf 
within  the  power  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SiTQitEATZB  wished  that,  in  attaiiuiig  an 
object  in  which  all  seemed  to  ooncnr,  they 
miKbt  avoid  eaj  constitutional  etnbarrawiment; 
and  thie  it  was  allowed  might  bo  done  by  ex- 
tending the  time  of  residence  of  aliens  so  far, 
aa  Xo  prevent  them  &om  ever  becoioiiig  citizens, 
bj  which  means  persons  who  conld  not  be 
confidered  aa  having  a  oommon  interest  with 
the  citizens  of  the  coimtrj,  would  be  efiectnalij 
ezolnded  from  holding  offioee  in  the  Govern- 

Mr.  Otis  withdrew  his  amendment ;  and  Qien 
all  the  three  resolntions  vera  agreed  to^  withont 
a  diaaenting  voice. 

The  oommitl«e  rose,  and  reported  the  resoln' 
tiona.  The  two  first  wore  concurred  in ;  bnt, 
on  the  qnestion  bein^  pat  on  the  third, 

Mr.  N,  Smtth  said,  a  foreign  Qovemment 
might  do  an  act  tantjimomit  to  war,  witboat 
declaring  it,  yet  according  to  the  wording  of 
the  proposition,  the  citizens  of  that  ooontry 
Goola  not  be  removed.  He  tJierefore  moved  to 
amend  the  proposition  by  adding  the  words, 
"  being  native  dtizena  of  any  country  the  Gov- 
ernment whereof  ahall  be  at  war  witli  the 
[Tnited  States," 

Mr.  Sbwau,  teiA,  the  only  objection  that  he 
had  to  this  amendment  arose  from  the  con- 
sideration that  Congress  alone  had  the  power 
of  deciding  on  the  qaestion  of  war,  and  he 
could  not  uierefore  see  bow  it  conld  be  deter- 
mined that  any  nation  was  at  war  with  ns, 
until  the  declaration  was  made  by  that  nation, 
or  by  Congrees.  • 

lit.  Ons  wished  his  friend  from  ConnecUcnt 
would  admit  of  an  amendment  which  he  held 
in  bis  hand,  in  the  place  of  that  which  he  had 
offered.  It  WBB  in  the  following  words:  "or 
alidl  antliotize  hostililiee  agunst  the  United 
Statea." 

Mr.  N.  BmTH  had  no  Direction. 

Hr.  MoDowKix  thonght  this  modon  more 
ol^JBCtionahle  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Conneoticnt  It  onght  to  be  remembered,  Mr, 
^cD.  said,  that  indacementa  had  been  held  out 
to  foreignere  to  come  to  thia  conntry,  and  many 
of  them  had  come  with  a  view  of  becoming 
citizens  of  this  coantry,  and  many,  he  believe^ 
were  as  good  as  any  amongst  us.  Out  of  respect 
to  these  fordgners,  he  should  not  wish  to  place 
them  in  the  situation  which  this  amendment 
went  to  place  them  in ;  because  it  might  i« 
■aid,  hostdltiee  were  anthorized  when  no  war 
was  declared,  and  these  people  mi^t  be  treated 
aa  if  the  nation  from  whicn  they  came  was  at 
war  with  na,  when  no  war  existed.  It  had  been 
sud  our  population  was  now  snfBcient,  and 
that  the  privileges  heretofore  allowed  to  for- 
eigners  might  now  be  withdrawn.  In  some 
parts  of  the  oonntry,  this  might,  in  some  d^ree^ 
oe  the  case;  bnt  be  knew  there  were  other 
partu  which  wanted  population.  From  this 
consideration,  and  as  he  did  not  wish  unnocee- 
larily  to  distress  the  minds  of  foreigners  who 


had  taken  np  their  remdence  amongst  to,  hs 
shonld  vote  against  this  amendment, 

Ur.  J.  WiLUAue  was  persuaded,  that,  if  this 
proposition  passed,  no  good  citizen  need  be 
afraid  of  being  distnrbed.  He  had  no  ol^ection 
to  this  resolntion  withont  the  amendment,  nor 
had  he  any  particular  oltjoction  to  the  unend- 

Hr.  RuTLKDOB  was  so  &r  trom  believing  that 
thia  amendment  would  check  the  imnugrstiun 
of  foreigners,  that  be  believed  it  would  encoor- 
age  it.  Foreigners  cama  here  to  live  under  a 
^od  Government,  and  the  more  secore  the 
Government  was  mad^  the  greater  would  he 
their  deore  to  live  nnder  it ;  and  he  believed  a 


It  was  wished  to  vest  a  power  in  the  PbI8d>I!R 
to  send  ont  of  the  country  persons  wbo  woe 
" "  tives  of  a  country  with  whom  we  are  at  wir, 

who  may  have  anthorized  hostilitiea  agunst 
OS.  In  bet,  in  the  sitoatjon  of  things  in  whid 
we  are  now  placed,  the  PsBBiDKin  snould  hate 
the  power  of  removing  snch  intriguing  agcntt 
and  spies  as  are  now  epraad  all  over  the  country. 
What,  s^d  Mr,  S.,  would  be  the  oondact  at 
FrautK,  if  in  onr  aitnataont  In  twenty-four 
honra  every  man  of  this  deacriplfon  woold 
either  be  sent  ont  of  the  country  or  pot  in  Jul, 
and  snch  tyindact  was  wise.  Was  there  nothing, 
Mr.  R.  asked,  to  admonish  us  to  take  a  measnra 
of  this  kindt  Tea,  there  was.  A  gentiemu 
from  Eentnoky  (Mr.  D^vn)  had  said,  that  a 
person  was  in  that  State  delivering  oommiwoni 
into  the  hands  of  every  man  who  was  «o  ibtn- 
doned  as  to  receive  them.  Other  means  weia 
alao  taken  to  alienate  the  affection  of  our  citi- 
zens ;  and  are  we  still,  said  he,  to  say  we  wiB 
not  send  theee  persons  ont  of  the  conntry  mtil 
a  declaration  of  war  is  made  t  If  these  penons 
are  suffered  to  remain,  France  will  never  dedin 
war,  as  she  will  consider  the  remdenoe  (tf  Ibcw 
men  amongst  ns  as  of  greater  conae^uence  tbsn 
the  lining  of  our  Beai>oard  with  pnvateen,  K 
covering  our  coasts  with  men. 

Mr.  VINABLE  did  not  wiah  to  ahow  any  pir- 
ticolar  encouragement  to  foreigners ;  but,  if 
persons  thought  they  could  live  h^pier  here 
than  in  their  own  conntry,  he  should  not  olject 
to  their  making  the  change.  He  oonld  not  ign* 
to  the  amendment  Suppose  hostility  was  com- 
mitted  npon  the  property  of  any  of  our  dti»M 
by  France,  snch  hostility  might  not  be  aoffident 
cause  for  placing  all  onr  commercial  dtiieas  in 
a  dtuation  of  having  Iheir  property  B8i»d. 
Kany  cases  might  be  deemed  hoetdh^  by  tM 
I^BMiDKirr  which  onght  not  to  go  to  cut  off  sU 
communication  between  the  dtizens  of  the  two 
countries.  In  such  a  caao,  if  any  of  thedtiieM 
of  Prance  shonld  be  taken  np  here,  it  icooM 
produce  a  similar  condnot  towards  onr  dtiz^ 
in  that  oonntry,  which  would  bo  allowed  to  » 
A  aerions  eviL 

Mr.  Bkwali,  again  nrged,  aa  an  objection  to 
this  amendment,  the  oonstitotional  power  <A 
Congress  to  declare  war.    Too  many  drcum- 
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tftiKH  of  Insult  mod  aggreedcKi,  he  allowed, 
iai  b«en  ezperienoed  by  this  ooimtry  &om  a 
fenign  power,  which  might  have  beai  nnder- 
rtood  bj  other  natioiiB  as  war,  and  might  have 
been  so  ooDeidered  by  this  eountrj ;  yet,  as  it 
u  m  sot  (rf  OongreM  to  declare  war,  we  oould 
not  bo  oonadered  aa  at  war  onCil  Oongreas 
dedarad  ns  to  be  in  snch  a  state,  except  war 
ma  deolar«d  againtt  na.  This  provMon  was 
Qot  intfloded  fi»  any  partdcnlar  case,  bnt  as  a 
fmenl  proTirion,  which  might  at  aii7  time  be 
called  fi»th  by  prodamatioo.  It  ahoold,  there- 
fcre,  be  aa  well  goarded  and  definite  aa  poesible. 
If  the  worda  proposed  were  introdnced,  the 
propontioa  wonld  be  reodered  too  indefinite; 
and  the  PBEamiKT  might  prooeed  to  send  aliens 
frraD  thia  coontry,  and  of  ooorse  cause  onr 
ridfou  in  a  foreign  coontiy  to  be  sent  from 
tlieDce,  or  to  be  imprisoned,  and  their  property 
eonfiM«ted,  at  a  time  when  Congress  might 
DM  jndKO  it  expedient  to  go  to  war.  France, 
fud  he,  has  now  done  towards  the  United  States 
That  mig^t  be  cottsidered  as  hostility.  Snppose 
Ts  pass  »  Iaw  which  calls  npon  the  PBESinain 
to  act,  what  onght  the  PRSsmBirt  to  do)  Was 
be  to  detormine  the  point  whether  Franoe  has 
Bthortaod  lioatilities  asainst  the  United  Ststcsl 
&  so,  he  would  donbtlees  aay  she  haJd,  and  in 
UDseqnMioe  every  Frenchman  in  this  ooontry 
TiQ  he  liable  to  b«  removed  ont  of  the  country, 
sad  oar  oitiEens  who  happen  to  be  in  France 
win  be  placed  in  the  same  ^tnatioa.  Hr.  8. 
,wd,  tbragh  it  might  be  proper  for  Congress  to 
dedare  tbia  to  be  the  state  of  the  conntry,  he 
tbot^t  it  would  be  improper  to  give  the  Psa- 
■DKBT  thia  power.  He  wished  the  power  of 
sending  persons  out  of  the  ooontry  to  be  con- 
fbed  to  •ach  cases  as  were  portioalarly  danger- 
OK,  which  were  Included  in  the  resolution 
vkhoatdiiBaiaendment.  As  to  foreigners  guilty 
of  criokea  asBinst  the  United  States,  they  ought 
to  be  apprehended  and  pnnished  according  to 
the  eBKtiBg  laws:  the  present  regnlation  was 
act  nrinted  at  th«m. 

llr.  Ona  said,  as  his  coUesgne  had  chosen  to 
call  bis  ameDdment  indefinite,  he  mnsteionse 
Ism  whao  he  said  he  considered  the  resolation 
vithoat  it,  aa  trifling  and  inefibctnsl,  and  argued 
a  tinddit7  which  ought  not  at  this  time  to  be 
shown  by  this  conntry ;  and  had  he  not  tMen 
thoroo^uy  acquainted  with  the  uprightness  of 
iatcntioii  and  Uie  pnri^  of  the  motives  of  his 
edleagiie,  he  shoud  leailj  have  donhted  whe- 
ther he  wM  nncerely  desirous  of  exerting  all 
the  MUrgies  of  the  country  in  her  defence ;  but, 
befatg  pennaded  of  these,  he  wonld  suppose  that 
be  himaetf  was  wrong  in  his  conception  on  this 
oecaaon,  and  wonld  make  a  few  ohserrations 
•A  to  the  ground  upon  which  he  formed  his 
opinion. 

He  bdieved  it  would  not  be  proper  to  wut 
1^  predatoij  incnrsons  were  nude — ontU 
tk  enemy  was  landed  in  onr  conntry,  or  until 
«^  shall  be  conwdered  as  threatening  or 
lOaai  invanon  appeared — before  any  steps  wore 
Wboi  on  tb«  sutiject  now  noder  oonsideratton. 
Tot.  n.— 17 


He  was  of  opinion  that  when  an  enemy  antho- 
rized  hosdHtiee,  that  was  the  time  to  take  np 
that  crowd  of  spiee  and  inflammatory  ageuts 
which  overspread  the  country  like  the  locnsta 
"  Egypt,  and  who  were  oontinnolly  attacking   , 

r  liberties.  The  provinon  wonld  doubtless 
t>e  eiorciBed  with  discretion.  There  might  be 
Frenchmen  in  this  city  and  others  (and  he 
donbted  not  there  were)  who  were  p^oesble, 

lU-disposed  persons,  and  agiuDst  whom  it 

ver  could  be  thought  necessary  to  exercise 
this  power ;  bnt  there  were  other  persons,  not 
only  in  this  dty,  bnt  in  others,  who  hsve  not 
only  been  extremely  instrumental  in  fomenting 
hostilities  uralnat  this  country,  bnt  also  in  alien- 
adng  the  snections  of  our  own  dtizens;  and  it 
was  men  of  this  description  whom  he  wished  to 
remove  from  the  country. 

It  is  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  give  the 

lEsmBHT  the  power  to  remove  aliens,  when 
the  conntry  from  which  they  come  shsll  tirsatsA 

invasion.  Some  believe  that  this  country  is 
present  threatened  with  an  invasion,  and 
with  a  ravage  of  onr  coasts,  yet  others  say  that 
tbe  despatohes  from  our  £nvo^  only  consist  of 
nnanthorized  conTersattons  with  X,  T,  and  Z, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  relied  upon.  Mr.  O. 
thouffht  thia  a  more  indefinite  power  than  that 
whicu  he  propoeed  to  veet  in  the  PBiamBfrr. 
Bie  opinion  was,  that  something  ought  to  be 
done  wiiich  ahonld  strike  these  people  with 
terror ;  he  did  not  wiali  to  give  them  en  oppor- 
tunity of  eiecuting  any  of  their  seditions  and 
malignant  purposes ;  he  did  not  dadra,  in  this 
season  of  danger,  to  boffgU  about  slight  forma, 
nor  to  pay  remect  to  treaties  already  abrogated, 
but  to  sdxe  these  persons  wherever  they  oould 
be  found  carrying  on  their  vile  purposes.  With- 
out this,  every  thing  else  which  had  been  done 

the  way  of  defence  would  amount  to  nothing. 

Mr.  UoDowBii  said,  from  the  observationa 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  Just  sat  down,  it 
wonld  appear  fliat  hostilities  had  already  com- 
menced between  this  country  and  Franoe.  If 
this  is  the  ease,  and  the  House  knew  it,  wh; 
not  say  so,  and  make  preparations  accordingly  f 
Why  pass  acts  fitted  for  a  Bt»te  of  war,  without 
declaring  that  that  is  the  state  of  the  country  ) 
[Mr.  Ona  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  wonld  briog  fbrward  a  proportion  of 
this  kind,  he  should  be  ready  to  vote  for  it.1 
Mr.  MoD,  expected  the  gentleman  was  preparea 
for  war,  and,  therefore,  that  he  would  have 
brought  forward  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
himself. 

The  gentleman  fh>m  South  Carolina  (}Sr, 
BuTLaDQE}  had  not  couudered  this  amendment 
with  his  usual  aocuracy,  when  he  said  that  the 
adoption  of  it  would  prove  an  encouragement 
to  foreigners  to  come  to  this  country.  Ho 
thought  it  could  not  be  very  flattering  encour- 
agement to  foreigners,  to  tell  them,  "if  yon 
come  here,  and  your  Government  commits  any 
act  of  hosUlity  against  the  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try, yoQ  will  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  or  sent 
out  of  the  ooimtry." 
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Bat  it  wu  B^d  the  coantf^  sw&rmod  with 

ipica  and  Beditiocs  pereons.  If  this  was  the 
case,  he  shauld  be  glad  if  geDtlemen  would 
poiot  them  ont;  if  tbej  could,  he  shciild  be  as 
glad  as  tliey  to  take  meaanree  against  them, 
A.  person  in  Kentnokj  had  been  olladed  to. 
Under  the  authority  of  Omet,  he  beheved  some 
aommiBsions  had  been  issued ;  but  he  did  not 
believe  that  any  had  been  issned  since.  It  was 
bJsd  known  that  there  had  been  another  Hinia- 
ter  of  another  conntrf  who  had  adopted  a 
similar  practice.  Ue  still  remuned  here,  and 
miKht  still  be  CBn^ing  on  hie  mischievoug 
schemes.*  fThe  Spxaker  anid  the  resolntion 
was  general,]  Itwu  sMd  that  hostilities  having 
been  committed  on  onr  commerce  by  France, 
the;  would  authoriia  a  war  with  France, 
(though  Great  Britdn  had  oondneted  herself 
mach  in  the  same  way,  and  nothing  was  sud 
as  to  her,)  and  that  therefore  the  Pbesiseht 
ought  to  be  empowered  to  send  aH  Frenchmen 
ont  of  the  coontry,  however  peaceably  they 
might  be  residing  here,  If  be  thought  proper  to 
do  so.  This  he  could  not  consent  to.  It  was 
too  large  a  power.  He  should  therefore  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Ur.  Sttobbates  considered  this  as  one  of  the 
essential  features  of  the  system  of  defence  about 


the  dangers  which  threaten  ns.  He  believed, 
that  thongh  it  might  be  extremely  wise  and 
prodent  to  enter  into  regulations  for  securing 
onr  peace  at  all  fiiture  periods,  yet '  it  was  most 
particnlariy  their  duty  to  concert  meaHures  of 
defence  and  protection  in  onr  present  ciigonciee. 
He  believed  liie  baginess  of  defence  would  be 
very  imperfeetly  done,  if  they  confined  their 
operations  of  defence  to  land  and  naval  forces, 
and  neglected  to  destroy  tlie  cankerworm  which 
is  corroding  in  the  heart  of  die  connhy.  There 
could  be  no  question  on  this  suttject.  It  is  weU 
understood  by  every  member  -ot  the  communi- 
ty. There  is  no  oc«arion  for  specific  proof  that 
there  are  a  great  number  of  aliens  in  this  ooun- 
try  from  that  nation  with  whom  we  hare  at 
present  alanniog  differences ;  that  there  are 
emissaries  amot^  ns,  who  have  not  only  fo- 
mented onr  diftrences  with  that  country,  bnt 
who  have  endeavored  to  create  divisions  amongst 
onr  own  citizens.  They  are,  said  he,  assidnondy 
employed  at  this  moment,  and  it  is  mnoh  to  be  to- 


•  Ths  allDalan  wm  to  Ur.  TJaloB,  tha  Brltlifa  UtnlMtr, 
uxmMd  of  complldly  wish  Scmtor  Blount,  of  TtsiugaM,  In 
>  Khcrna  to  lend  u  oipedlUon  igilnat  tha  Bpulah  proTtnea 
af  Wcit  Florida,  In  brouh  of  ooi  DsntnUtr,  Onwt  BiiUls 
snd  epilB  being  then  it  nr,  ud  the  Usltad  BUtea  at  pttf* 
with  both.  Mr.  Bloiuit  wu  eipelled  the  Beuta  fOr  hla  put 
In  that  iffUr,  bnE  It  wu  DQlf  the  beglnolng  dI  tha  anlai- 
priwa  wblcb  raded  twentf  yan  ifterwardi  In  adding  both 
Eaat  and  Wtat  Florida  tn  tha  L'nlt«d  Btatea.  Th«a  pro- 
Tlneea  were  goographlfallj  appnrtenant  to  the  American 
CnlOR,  and  (heir  poaKialaii  eiwBtla]  to  Ita  pollUei]  tyatom. 
Tha  daair*  for  tbrlr  aeqiMtlea  vu  utm^  and  eShrta  In 
Dbtala  tham  Inceanat,  notU  the  acqniiltlon  was  inad«. 


mented  that  there  exists  no  anthwkj  to  t«strsln 
the  evil.  It  was  therefore  peculiarly  mmmbent 
on  Congress  to  add  to  their  other  meuurea  of 
defence,  such  powers  as  will  protect  the  couitry 
against  this  evi].  He  believed  this  coidd  not  be 
elfected  without  the  adoption  of  some  nicli 
principle  as  that  under  consideration.  If  the 
power  was  too  limited,  the  enemy  would  not 
be  met.  There  could  be  no  difficulty,  llr.B. 
B^d,  in  point  of  right,  All  understood  the 
righta  to  which  aliens  are  entitled  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  They  ar«  no  more  than  the  ri^ls 
of  hospitality,  and  this  right  varies  acoor^g  to 
the  relation  in  which  the  country  from  which 
they  come,  and  that  in  which  ^ey  nsie,  i) 
peaceable,  or  otherwise, 

Wedonot  owe  to  tbe  oitizensof  Frsficenai- 
dents  in  this  country  (since  Frauoe  had  been 
mentioned)  the  same  nospitalitiea  which  we 
owe  to  those  foreigners  who  are  sUen  frieDdjj 
though  he  confessed  there  were  rights  of  hospi- 
tality which  could  not  be  done  away  in  time  of 
war,  particularly  as  it  reqKcts  alien  merchants, 
which  were  provided  for  in  this  resolution.  And 
except  a  person  had  an  actoal  agency  in  denps 
wtich  wonld  endanger  tbe  peace  of  ^e  connOy, 
though  he  was  ordered  out  of  the  country,  a 
free  pasaage  would  be  given  to  himself  and  ef- 
fects; and  if  actually  engaged  in  designs  agiunit 
tlie  country,  there  would  De  a  strong  necenity 
for  restroiuiiig  the  liber^  of  any  sui^  penons. 

It  had  been  wdl  asked,  whether  we  ought 
to  wait  till  the  enemy  landed,  before  any  an*- 
snree  were  taken  to  remove  persons  from  tht 
country,  who  wonld  be  ready  to  join  them  l^ 
thousands,  or  take  advantage  of  biovledfe  we 
have  of  their  hostile  intentions  towards  osE  He 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  on  the  sutjject 
He  blew  there  were  aliens  in  this  oountiy,  of 
valuable  oharactere,  whose  acqutuDtance  onglit 
to  be  cherished  and  cultivated.  Such  men 
would  be  in  no  danger  fium  the  proposed  ^ 
vision.  It  was  meant  only  to  operate  afnioit 
factious  and  bad  men,  who  abuse  tbe  Ubertr 
allowed  to  them  of  residing  in  tliis  oaanb^,  n'^ 
these  all  mwt  see  the  necesdtf  of  attending  to. 
France,  said  he,  will  not  admit  an  alien  of  scf 
description  to  reside  in  her  country  without  s 
card  of  hoepitali^,  and  shall  Oongress  scnpl* 
to  go  the  lei^rth  of  thia  omendtnent  (    He  hoped 

Mr.  Allen  said,  he  would  move  on  anead- 
ment  which  would  Bupersede  that  under  too* 
dderatico,  by  making  the  rcsolutioa  eitend  u 
all  alien*  in  this  oountry.  He  wished  ta  itlvn 
none  of  the  restraints  which  are  in  the  prwent 
resolntion.  Nothing  but  hie  reqieot  for  ttie  gen- 
tleman who  made  this  report  (Mr.  Siwiu) 
would  have  premnted  Urn  fhHn  snmectiug  tnsl 
there  existed  some  latent  and  miscnievoiu  de- 
sign in  this  bnuness.  Tbe  proposition  pes  dm" 
the  suppoeition  that  noke  but  the  dtiaaa  of  ■ 
particuur  nation  can  be  dangerona  to  this  mxu>- 
tiy;  whereas  he  believed  that  there  wecill^ 
of  several  other  coontries  who  are  as  dang 
who  have  dispodtiona  equally  hostile  ti 
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CMiDtrr  with  the  EVench — he  believed  more  bo. 
He  beliflTed  the  whole  oonntry  was  aware  of 
thk  l[r.  A.  aUoded  to  the  yast  number  of  na- 
tnnliutioag  which  latelj  took  place  in  this  city 
W  nri^rt  a  particular  party  in  a  pardcolar 
dection.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  noowsary  to 
hue  the  exercise  of  tlus  power  depend  apoa 
Uf  coDtingenc;,  such  as  a  threatening  of  inTa- 
MO,  M  war,  before  it  ootdd  be  exercised.  He 
tidied  the  Pbxbiddit  to  have  it  at  all  times. 
fl«  tMied  an  amendmeDt  to  this  eSect,  which 
T(Dt  to  enable  the  Fbbsidint  to  remoTo  at  any 
time  the  dtizea  of  any  foreign  coonti?  what- 
*Ter,  not  a  citizen,  regarding  the  treaties  with 
nth  coDDtriee.  If  gentlemen  took  a  view  of 
(he  (liferent  States  of  Europe  which  had  been 
mbdaed  by  the  French,  Mr.  A.  sdd,  they  wonid 
sol  think  it  either  wise  or  pmdent  to  wait  for 
iniiiTiNOD,  or  threatened  invafrion,  before  this 
poTer  was  put  in  execution.  Venice,  Switier- 
lud  ud  Borne,  had  been  overcome  by  means 
of  the  ageala  of  the  French  nation,  at  a  time 
when  they  were  Id  a  much  leaa  alarming  sitna- 
tJOD  than  we  ore  at  present ;  and  the  first  dis- 
tn-buioe  in  those  conntries  was  made  the  pre- 
leit  of  opoi  hostility.  This  has  been  the  effect 
<£diphniatie  agenejf  ;  of  emiasariee  within  and 
■ithont,  who  have  bred  qoarrels,  for  the  pnr- 

Cof  forming  pretexts  for  measnrea  which 
led  to  the  Hubjngation  of  those  coontriea. 
He  believed  there  were  oitiiens  in  this  country 
rto  woold  be  ready  to  join  a  foreign  power  in 
misting  to  SQbJngate  their  oonntry.  What 
pesBed  before  onr  eyea,  and  eve^  day  offended 
mr  eaK,  were  ao  many  proofi  of  it  Not  many 
•KtAa  ago  open  threats  were  made  to  distorb 
the  peace  of  the  coimtry.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
rith  all  these  tilings  before  them,  Uie  amend- 
inent which  he  had  proposed  wonldbeagreed  to. 
Hi.  Skwau.  s»d,  being  one  of  the  oommittee 
'ho  made  this  report,  he  anppssed  he  fell  in  fbr 
1  ihare  of  that  censure  which  had  been  so  libe- 
nSj  cast  npon  it  by  hia  colleagne,  and  (he 
^tleman  last  np  from  Connecticut.  The  gen- 
Ifamui&omCoaiiectioQt  had  thought  fit  to  con- 
dona  the  oommittee  for  not  having  conadered 
cues  which  were  not  referred  to  them.  It  was 
DM  refened  to  them  to  consider  what  France  had 
done  ia  all  other  countries  with  whom  she  had 
hid  dispatea,  or  what  this  conntry  ahoold  do 
igainat  Awbce;  bnt  what  shonld  be  done  with 
nspecttoaliensia  this  oonntry  generally.  Civil 
poBc;  .■..■-->- ..■    . 


fneaia  and  alien  enemies.  He 
^Ue  the  making  of  this  oonntry  a  wall  against 
■Q  lUena  «rbat«ver;  or  that  no  alien  should 
«m»  hers  without  bang  subject  to  an  arbitrary 
tnthority,  each  as  is  known  only  to  the  French 
tKrwtOTT.  If  the  existence  of  snch  a  power  as 
AtH  be  able  to  place  every  alien  in  the  conntry 
inadmigeon,  waa  necMsarj  to  qniet  the  fears 
ud  ^>prehennona  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
aKtinit,  he  shonld  not  be  wilhng  to  grant  it. 
Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  fears  and 
^rehensioiis  of  that  gentleman  arose  ftom 
"cne  defect  in  his  own  organization,  or  disease 


of  his  body  (which  be  believed  might  be  better 
cnred  by  ue  phy«ciao,  than  by  any  thing  else) 
rather  than  trtmi  any  real  gronnd  of  alum. 
What,  said  Ur.  8.,  is  to  be  feared  from  the 


arose  from  this  oircnmstance,  bnt 
more  from  our  own  unnatural  children,  who,  in 
the  bosom  of  their  parent,  conspired  her  de- 
stmction.  But  did  the  gentleman  wish  to  in- 
the  evil,  by  aayiog  that  persons  bom  in 
foreign  coontriea,  however  regdar  and  orderly 
their  conduct  may  be,  ahall  be  liable  to  be  im- 
prisoned, or  sent  out  of  the  oonntij,  bnt  that 
citizens  of  this  oonntry,  however  reprehensible 
their  condnct,  shonld  have  nothing  to  feart 
The  committee  were  not  called  npca  to  report 
on  this  point.  He  was  himself  of  opinion  that 
more  onght  to  be  done,  and  that  aliens  from 
any  country  should  be  liable  to  be  removed,  In 
case  of  misbehavior ;  hut  he  did  not  wish  to 
leave  the  bnaineee  wholly  with  the  Pbebtoedt 
OF  THE  United  States,  The  committee  had 
r^>Drted  only  In  part ;  they  bad  yet  to  consider 
what  steps  wonla  be  proper  to  be  taken  against 
aliens,  or  citizens,  guilty  of  criminal  proceed- 
ings ;  bnt  when  gentiemen  saw  the  addresses 
whiii  were  pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  the 
conntry  in  favor  <rf  the  measures  which  had 
been  pursued  by  Gbvenmient,  and  expressions 
of  determination  to  snpport  eveij  measure  in 
defence  of  their  oonntry,  was  any  thing  to  be 
feared  from  a  handful  of  aliens  I  It  was  a  re- 
proach to  the  oonntry  to  suppose  it  If  alieni 
were  found  to  be  guilty  of  seditions  practices, 
let  them  he  restricted ;  but  not  placed  nnder  an 
arbitrary  authority.  He  never  wished  to  aee 
the  Government  of  this  oonntiT  in  such  a  situa- 
tion. Our  ratnation,  said  Mr.  S.,  ia  not  like  that 
of  the  Directoiy  of  France,  whom  all  of  the 
nation  are  cursmg ;  we  have,  therefore,  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  strong  meaanres  adopted  by 
them.  But  if  gentlemen  were  determined  to 
arreet  every  alien  in  the  oonntry,  let  them 
bring  forw^  a  resolution  of  that  land ;  bat,  In 
making  regulations  against  alien  enemies,  let  ng 
not  sul^eot  every  foreigner  who  comes  to  this 
conntry,  however  well  intended  he  may  be,  to 
the  fear  of  a  dimgeon  or  removal.  If  gentle- 
men wished  to  make  the  reeolution  more  gene- 
ral, and  to  provide  for  caseaj  in  which  war  was 
first  declared  by  this  country,  though  he  hod 
before  said  he  did  not  think  it  necessary,  he 
had  no  objection  to  Indulge  them,  by  inserting 
the  words,  "between  which  and  the  United 
States  there  shall  exist  a  declared  state  of  war," 
But  unless  the  United  Statea  were  inclined  to 
assume  the  character  of  the  Tnrks  or  Arabs, 
each  a  regnlation  as  was  recommended  by  tba 
gontieman  item  Oonneodont  ooold  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr,  Allen  had  no  particnlar  anxiety  that 
the  reeolation  shonld  pasa  to  the  extent  which 
he  had  proposed.  If  gentlemen  did  not  think 
it  necessary,  he  eboola  not  persist  in  it.  He 
was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  ilasswfrofetts 
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Ebotild  bare  dbcovered  4ii  him  an^  disease  of 
body  which  wu  o&pable  of  giving  rise  to  p«- 
sonal  fear.  He  believed  he  possessed  as  tittle  as 
moat  men.  As  to  the  neoefiaitj  of  the  meaanre 
nhioh  lie  had  proposed,  be  wonld  raentioii  two 
cironmsttuioes  which  led  him  to  think  it  neoes- 
aarj.  A  person  in  this  city,  who  bas  too  re- 
spectable a  standing,  and  who  is  doing  too  much 
business  in  it,  bas  de<jlared  that  he  wiahee  to 
see  a  Froiioh  armj  land  in  this  oonntrr,  and 
that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  Airther 
their  landing.  He  had  heard  nearly  tbe  same 
thing  from  another  qiuuter.  He  thought,  tbere- 
fore,  tliat  there  oognt  to  exist  a  power  which 
shonld  be  able  to  send  enoh  perBona  ont  of  the 
oonntry.  Not  that  he  was  himself  wtber  afraid 
of  being  aaaassinated  or  having  the  city  burnt 
Bnt  the  ohainnan  of  the  committee  had  a^d, 
that  this  subject  was  yet  before  them.  This  he 
did  not  know,  before  the  gentleman  said  ac  ; 
for,  having  made  a  report  npoo  the  snliilect,  he 
rappoeed  that  they  had  done  all  tbey  intended 
to  ao  upon  it. 

Mr.  DA«A  was  opposed  to  this  amendment 
He  thonght  the  proTisioiis  of  this  resolution 
oo^t  to  be  made  definite,  as  it  contemplated 
regulationB  which  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
have  in  ezistaace  at  all  Aitnre  times;  and 
thongh  the  principle  upon  which  the  reddence 
of  aliens  was  regulated  la  laid  down  in  the  law 
of  nations,  aa  it  relates  to  monarchical  Govern- 
mente,  yet,  in  this  country,  where  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  oonntry  is  vested  by  the  oonatitu- 
tion  in  Oongreee,  these  regulations  must  be  fixed 
by  law.  The  danger  of  war  with  which  the 
oODDtrv  was  threatened  had  foroed  the  sul^eot 
upon  Oongren  at  this  tdme,  and  this  being  the 
case,  he  was  deeirous  of  adopting  some  r^ola- 
tions  of  a  perm&neut  nature  reepectiug  it  If 
any  other  regolations  were  neoeasary  with  re- 

ret  to  onr  present  ritualion  with  France,  he 
ugfat  they  oni^t  to  be  made  apedal  and  tern- 


Mr.  Otn's  proportion  returned,  the  question 
on  wludi  was  put  and  negativedT--B6  to  37. 

Ur.  8kwau.  made  the  motion  which  he  had 
suggested  when  he  wa<  fast  up,  riK :  to  add  the 
words,  "  between  which  and  tbe  United  States 
diall  exist  a  state  of  war." 

Mr.  Ona  hoped  this  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, as  he  t^ongbt  it  woold  deprive  the  reaolo- 
tion  of  every  good  feature  which  it  at  preaent 
posaeseed;  for  it  would  prevent  the  exercise  of 
the  power  in  any  other  case  than  in  a  state  of 
war ;  and  as  all  the  exprasaioos  were  Aitnre,  it 
snpposed  that  such  a  state  did  not  eiiat  at  pre- 
sent He  confessed  he  set  no  value  at  all  npon 
any  law,  nnleea  it  was  adapted  to  the  present 
exigendes  of  the  country.  Qentlemen  might 
telle  as  they  pleased  abont  permanent  reg^a- 
tions;  he  believed  theyonghttoprovidesgainst 
the  residence  of  alien  enemies  existing  in  the 
boeom  of  the  oonntry,  as  the  root  of  all  the  evil 
which  we  are  at  present  experiencing,  and  he 
ooold  not  oonoeiva  any  mode  of  doing  this,  but 
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by  qiplying  the  remedy  immediately  to  the  evil 
GenUemen  talk  about  a  declaration  of  war.  Ko 
anoh  thing  scarcely  ever  precedes  war.  Wir 
and  the  declaration  of  war  come  together,  like 
thnnder  and  lightning.  Indeed,  if  ^iium  finds 
she  con  enfeeble  our  councila  by  refruning  to 
declare  war,  and  that  we  will  tue  no  meaaares 
of  effectnal  defence  until  this  ia  done,  it  is  pro- 
bable she  will  not  declare  it,  bnt  continue  to 
annoy  us  as  at  present  He  therefore  thou^t,  if 
the  select  committee  had  not  been  ripe  fbr  mak- 
ing a  report  fblly  on  this  subject,  they  ou^l  to 
have  delayed  it  until  they  were. 

Mr.  StwAix  explained. 

Mr.  SiTOBKAYKs  said,  he  had  suffered  no  lit- 
tle from  finding  the  difTereCtK  ot  opinion  which 
existed  between  the  chairman  of  the  conuniciee 
who  made  the  report  on  this  subject,  end  gen- 
tlemen who  UBually  voted  with  him.  He  saw 
that  difference  of  opinion  was  essential  and  rad- 
ical. He  did  not  mean  to  go  into  the  subject, 
bnt  merely  to  make  a  propoaidan,  and  call  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  it  It  was  to  add  the 
words,  "or  diall  declare  hostility  agdnst  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  BJ.VU  moved  a  postponement  of  thi) 
qneation  till  to-morrow,  aa  he  wished  time  to 
consider  of  It.  He  bad  some  donbta  as  to  the 
oonstitutionality  of  ench  a  provision. 

Mr.  Srronx&VBS  had  no  otjeotion  to  a  po«t> 
ponement,  if  time  was  wanted  for  considciatioD; 
but  he  oonld  not  see  on  what  oonstitnlioiuJ 
ground  this  motion  could  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Galutik  wm  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment  He  would  surest  to  his  colleague  tbit 
part  of  the  constitution  which  might  be  in  the 
way  of  this  motion.  A  distinction  was  made 
by  it  between  aotnal  hoetili^  and  vax. 

If  it  had  only  gone  to  have  made  a  differ- 
ence between  declared  and  aotnal  war,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "  declare,"  it  would  have  re- 
moved the  objection.  If  there  be  a  difference 
between  a  state  of  war  and  of  aotnal  faoatilityi 
there  is  also  a  difference  in  the  relation  between 
alien  anbjecta  of  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  tf 
war,  and  those  of  a  nation  with  whom  we  are 
in  a  state  of  actnal  hostility.  If  this  distinotioD 
be  correct,  by  turning  to  the  »th  section  rf  the 
oonstitntioD,  it  is  found  that  the  migratioD  of 
such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  ahall  think 
proper  to  admit,  ^laH  not  be  prolublted  by 
Oongreas,  prior  to  the  year  1808.  He  under- 
stood it,  however,  to  be  a  sonnd  prls<dple  that 
alien  enemies  might  be  removed,  althoo^  the 
emigration  of  persons  be  not  prohibited  by  a 
principle  which  existed  prior  to  the  ocuititn- 
tion,  and  ooeval  with  the  law  of  nations.  Tlic 
qnestion  was,  therefore,  whether  the  citiiras  or 
Buttjects  of  nations  in  actnal  hostility  can  ba 
considered  as  alien  enemies.  The  term  "  acttial 
hostility,"  is  vagne  in  its  natnre,  and  would  in- 
troduce donbt  as  to  its  trae  import  He  should, 
therefore,  be  in  fiivor  of  the  poetooncment,  ei- 
cept  the  mover  wonld  consent  to  have  the  word 
"  declare  "  struck  out  la  the  way  he  had  met- 
tioued. 
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The  qneatton  for  a  poatponement  was  pnt  aiid 
eanieil;  »ai  the  two  first  reeoIntiunB  were  ra- 
ftered to  a  select  oommittee,  to  report  &  bill  or 
tdlb  aeoordin^. 

FBIDA.T,  Hay  4. 
PreiaiUi  to  MinitUri, 

Mr,  BiTARD  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  resolution  from  the  Beoate  granting 
leave  to  Mr.  Ptnckaej,  our  late  Ambnaador  to 
6re«t  Brit^  and  Spain,  to  reoeiye  certain 
msents  from  those  conrts,  on  his  taking  leave. 
The  Honsa  accordingly  went  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  tlie  snt>|ect,  and  the  rosolation 
having  been  read, 

Kr.  Batabd  moved  that  tbe  oommittee  con- 
enr. 

Mr.  VoDowKix  atid,  this  waa  a  new  sa^aot, 
and,  as  it  Btraek  him,  of  Importance.  Notwith- 
■ta&diDir  he  felt  aa  mnoh  disposed  aa  any  mem- 
ber of  Uie  committee  to  do  every  tluns  reepect- 
tbl  to  onr  late  Minister  to  London  and  Madrid, 
yet,  when  he  looked  npon  tLe  oonatitntion,  and 
reflect«d  npon  die  intention  of  the  claoae  which 
fbrbids  tiie  reoel^ng  of  presenta  by  our  Mioh- 
tera,  and  the  oomeqoeDoea  which  most  flow 
from  a  precedent  of  this  kind,  be  oonld  not 
wsi^  bring  himself  to  consent  to  it,  nnless  some 
gmueman  could  show  the  propriety  or  neces- 
•i^  of  it  in  a  abonger  light  thut  he  at  present 
■aw  it.  If  we  allow  onr  Miidat«rs  to  receive 
prcaenta  from  fnTeizn  conrts.  on  their  taking 
leave,  we  most  ateo  ealcclate  iipon  ^ving 
prwenta  to  all  the  foreign  Ministers  who  come 
Mre,  and  tbeee  we  have  every  reason  to  expect, 
irill  be  constantly  increasing.  Besides,  he  ob- 
Jeetad  to  the  prindple  of  these  presents.  What 
are  they  given  fori  He  aopposed  it  was  to 
gain  their  friendly  offlcee  and  good  wishes 
lowarda  the  coontry  who  gave  them.  He 
tbonrht  this  improper;  and  be  believed  it 
Wonu  be  well  now  to  pnt  a  stop  to  the  bnsines^ 
aa  a  fiUrer  opportmrity  coold  never  oecor  of 
trying  the  principle,  for  if  it  ever  conld  be  al- 
lowed, in  consideration  of  public  servloes,  it 
eonld  not  be  better  deserved  than  in  the  present 
ease ;  bnt  believing  the  principle  to  be  a  bad 
one,  he  shoald,  therefore,  he  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Batabd  said,  every  oonstltatiunal  objec- 
tion mnst  vanish  on  a  single  view  of  the  article, 
beeaoM  it  ^owa  Qiat  preeenta  may  be  received, 
if  the  coDsent  of  Oongraa  Is  obtwied ;  and,  so 
br  fmai  the  oonstdtntion  fnstnnating  that  it 
Tonld  be  bad  policy  to  allow  tbeee  presents  to 
be  received,  it  provee  tliat  they  misht  be  re- 
crived  if  inconvenience  in  reoei^ng  them  conld 
be  avdded.  He  anppoeed  the  oonetitntional 
provi^n  was  meant  to  oblige  IGnisters  to  make 
tnown  to  the  -world  whatever  presents  they 


po^ble  fbr  them  to  be  ondoly  infloenoed  by 
•ay  snch  presentai  Indeed,  he  mpposed  those 
pr«aent8  woold  produce  a  direotly  contrary 
iffpft  tor  vrhen  a.  IDnister  was  known  to  have 


received  a  present  of  tiiis  kind,  he  woold  nata- 
rallj  be  partionlarly  oareftd  of  bU  his  actions, 
leet  he  should  be  supposed  to  bo  improperly 
biased.  If  presents  were  allowed  to  be  re- 
ceived withnnt  number,  and  privately,  they 
might  prodace  an  improper  effect,  by  sedncing 
men  from  an  bonest  attachment  for  their  conn- 
try,  in  lavor  of  that  which  was  loading  tbem 
with  favors;  bnt  any  evil  of  this  kind  was 
seonrely  avoided  by  the  notoriety  of  the  act. 

Wltst,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  tliis  present  I  It  is  a 
gold  snaff-box,  a  gold  cbun,  a  picture,  or  some 
trifling  thing  which  could  have  no  possible 
operation  upon  anv  man.  It  was  neceaaary,  be 
believed,  to  atteuo  to  these  little  dvilitie^  and 
ceremonies,  as  the  want  of  attention  to  them 
often  produced  hostility  between  nations.  He 
had  some  doobt  from  ue  conatitntioc,  whether 
it  was  necessary  in  tbis  cas^  to  have  applied  to 
OongresB  at  all  for  leave  to  have  received  these 
[iresentH,  as  the  ofBce  of  this  gentleman  had  ex- 
pired tidbre  they  were  ofibred.  Under  the  old 
articles  of  Oonfederation,  a  like  provinon  was 
in  being,  only  that  the  receipt  of  presents  by 
oor  Ministers  was  positively  forbidden,  withont 
any  ezoeplion  about  leave  of-Oongress;  bat 
their  being  allowed  to  be  received  under  the 
present  Gtovemment,  by  consent  of  Congress, 
sbowB  that  they  might  be  received  In  certain 
coses.  He  had,  indeed,  been  informed  that,  not- 
^thstauding  the  probibttion  under  the  former 
constitution,  presents  were  frequently  received 
by  Ministers ;  for,  though  persons  holding  offices 
were  forbidden  to  receive  presents,  the  moment 
their  office  ceased,  and  tbej  became  private  in- 
dividoals,  theywere  no  longer  prohinited  from 
receiving  any  presents  which  mi(^t  be  offered 
to  them.  TJoder  those  ciroomatanoea  be  thought 
the  resolution  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr,  W,  0.  0.  Olaibobiix  hoped  the  present  re- 
solntEon  wonld  not  be  adopted.  When  this  sah- 
ject  was  first  brought  into  view,  he  felt  inclined 
to  &vor  the  request.  This  first  impression  arose 
from  his  great  personal  respect  for  the  appUoant, 
and  the  desire  he  fult  to  gratify  his  wishes. 
But,  npon  a  litUe  refiection,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  policy  dictated  the  propriety  of  r^ecting 
the  present  resolution.  Bo  for  as  relates  to  the 
constitutionality  of  receiving  the  presents  in 
question,  be  thought  no  member  would  Join  in 
opinion  with  the  member  from  Belawere  last 
np.  By  recurring  to  the  letter  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr,  PiHUKNKy)  it 
wonld  appear  that  these  presents  were  offered 
to  him  when  be  was  about  to  take  leave  of  the 
conrts  to  which  he  was  Minister.  He  waa.  of 
course,  at  that  tim^  the  Mmister  of  the  United 
8tat«t,  and  came  within  the  constitutional  pro- 
hibition. 

The  prohibition  in  the  constitution  appeared 
to  him  to  be  bottomed  on  sonnd  policy,  and  of 
great  Importance  to  the  secnrity,  the  happlneea, 
and  freedom  of  the  nation,  [tlr.  0.  read  the 
clause.]  The  object  of  this  olanse  appeared  to 
him  very  different  from  what  had  been  stated 
to  be  its  olject  by  the  gentleman  f>om  Delawar*. 
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Be  believed  it  was  intended  to  lock  up  every 
door  to  foreign  inSaence,  to  the  infloeDce  of 
oonrta  and  moDorchiea,  which  conld  not  liut 
prove  baneful  to  every  free  ooontiy.  Ha  had 
been  told  that  it  was  the  austom  of  Europe, 
when  a  favorite  Minister  was  about  to  take  nia 
departure,  not  only  to  present  him  with  pre- 
MDtB,  bat  alao  to  confer  a  title  upon  him ;  and 
tf  the  leave  now  a^ed  was  granted,  a  pre- 
cedent would  be  established  which  he  appre- 
hended woold,  at  a  iiitare  day,  bring  the  question 
Defore  Ooagr^  whether  leave  shoojd  be  given 
fbr  a  citizen  of  this  ooantry  to  receive  a  title 
from  a  forei^  monarch,  and  thna  all  the  folly 
and  vices  of  European  courts  will  be  brought 

S>  for  discufflioa  before  the  Oongreas  of  the 
Dit«d  States ;  and  he  bad  no  doubt  characters 
might  be  foond  who  would  desire  such  a  dis- 
tdnction,  and  others  who  would  advocate  the 
granting  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  per- 
Boaded  that,  if  the  vote  of  this  House  n^^tived 
the  present  reaolution,  no  fature  appHcatian 
would  be  made  on  this  subject.  The  reason,  in 
his  opinion,  which  induced  the  insertion  of  a 
claose  in  the  constitution  that  presents  might  bo 
received  when  leave  of  Congi^  was  obtained, 
was  this :  That  in  the  coarse  of  events,  a 
case  might  exist,  in  which  it  might  be  proper 
for  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  receive  a 
present  from  a  foreign  Qovemment  Uany, 
perhaps,  might  be  named;  he  thought  of  one: 
Snppose  an  officer  of  our  navy  were  to  render 
essential  service  to  the  vesset  of  a  foreign 
power  in  distress  on  the  high  seas,  it  might  be 
proper,  in  such  a  case,  for  Congress  to  permit 
the  officer  to  receive  any  suitable  present  as  a 
reward  for  his  service  and  benevolent  exertions 
in  the  cause  of  the  nnfortnnate.  But,  ho  be- 
lievod,  in  oil  ordinarj'  cases,  every  present  ought 
to  be  rejected. 

Ur.  Otis  saw  no  ground  for  the  apprehen- 
nons  which  the  gentlemsii  from  Tenneasee  had 
manifested,  as  to  the  efiects  to  be  produced  by 
ooncnrring  in  the  resolution  now  before  them. 
When  every  present  to  be  received  must  bel^d 
before  Oongress,  no  fear  need  be  apprehended 
fr'om  the  effects  of  any  snch  presentf.  For,  it 
must  be  presomod,  that  the  gentleman  who 
makes  the  application  has  done  his  doty,  as  he, 
ot  the  moment  ho  makes  the  application,  oomes 
before  his  oonntry  to  be  Jodged.  In  the  present 
case,  he  supposed  no  idea  conld  be  entertained 
that  onr  Ujnist«r  hod  not  done  his  duty,  or  that 
he  had  been  bribed  by  a  foreign  power,  as  a 
reason  for  not  granting  the  request  But  it  was 
strange  that  gentlemen  shonld  assert  that,  if 
presents  were  allowed  to  t>e  received,  Congress 
might  next  be  asked  to  consent  to  the  introduo- 
tion  of  titles;  fortheoooatitation  expressly  says, 
presents  may  be  recdved,  bnt,  wiui  respect  to 
titles,  it  says,  "no  title  of  nobility  shall  be 
granted." 

Mr.  0,  said  it  Was  altogether  a  matter  of  dis- 
cretion in  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
whether  or  not  he  had  asked  consent  to  receive 
the  presents  in  qneetion  j  for  he  is  at  present  no 


officer  of  the  United  States,  and  he  might  n- 
ceive  them  as  a  private  citizen.  He  twliered 
he  had  B  perfect  right  to  do  bo,  thou^  it  migbl 
not  consist  with  the  delicacy  of  his  character. 
Mr.  0.  said  he  bad  it  from  the  best  authority, 
that,  even  under  the  old  Confederation,  tbou^ 
presents  were  unconditionally  prohibited,  Lr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Lanrens,  re- 
ceived the  onstomary  presents  on  their  depsrt- 
nre  from  the  foreign  Courts  at  which  thej  were 
employed.  They,  to  Iw  saro,  communicated  tlw 
fact  to  Congress  after  thev  had  received  thNu. 
And  they  received  them  for  a  good  reason,  be- 
cause they  could  not  refiise  them  without  giv- 
ing nmbroge  to  the  Courts  which  presented 
them.  He,  therefore,  thought  it  very  impro- 
per for  gentlemen  to  suggest  difficultJee  of  the 
kind  which  had  been  brought  forward,  ss  if  tbe 
gentleman  making  the  application  was  penon- 
ally  concerned — it  could  not  be  ooA^idered  as 
any  object  to  him.  The  question  was  merely 
whether  we  would  conform  or  not  to  the  cus- 
toms and  usa^  of  other  nationa,  with  the  pre- 
sents in  question ;  iu  which  there  cerbunly  could 
be  nothing  either  dangerous  or  alarmin^^ 

Mr.  Maook  had  no  doubt  Oongreu  hod  a 
right  to  grant  leave  to  receive  the  presents  in 
qaestion,  and  believed  the  determiuatdon  in  this 
case  would  fix  the  usage  in  fature.  He  belieted 
an  application  could  never  be  made  to  the 
House,  in  whioh  there  conld  be  lees  objection  to 
the  applicant,  than  in  the  present  case.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  gentleman  from  Masu- 
chnsetta  need  not  to  have  said  that  this  was  no 
object  to  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina. 
He  was  Bnr«  no  one  thought  ao.  He  believed 
it  was  improper  to  bring  any  personal  conade- 
rationa  into  the  qneetion.  He  was  sure  thers 
bod  not  be«n  a  more  popular  act  done  for  tliii 
country  for  a  long  time  than  the  treaty  which 
that  gentleman  had  oonoluded  with  Spun.  Bat 
the  committee  were  told  that  this  reeolutiiHi 
ought  to  be  adopted,  because  it  was  a  EuropesD 
custom,  If^  said  be,  we  adopt  this  cnstoco,  we 
must  adopt  another — that  of  paying  ft^eign 
Ministers  who  come  here.  And  be  owned  ha 
should  not  be  willing  to  see  any  of  them  carry 
off  the  money  of  Us  constltaents,  becanse  be 
did  not  think  the  condnot  <)l  aaj  of  them  wu 
deserving  of  such  a  fee. 

Mr.  Bataso  remarked  that  the  gentlenun 
from  Tennessee  seemed  to  l>e  greatly  alarmed, 
lest  the  agreeing  to  this  reeolntion  should  de- 
stroy the  liberties  of  the  ooontrj;  and  thata 
prewdent of  leave  being  given  to  a Ministarto 
accept  of  a  gold  snnff-box  or  a  gold  chun, 
should  hereailer  be  brought  as  a  sanction  to 
the  granting  of  titles  of  nobility.  But  he  asked 
the  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  whether  he  ixxi- 
oeived  that  a  precedent  for  granting  permisson 
to  a  Mimster  to  receive  a  snnff-box  conld  be 
adduced  as  a  precedent  for  granting  tides  of 
nobility)  It  oert^nly  could  noL  Thwefore,  as 
to  precedent,  the  gentleman  might  f«el  lumtell 
perfectly  at  ease.  There  oonld  be  no  doubt  bnt 
.  that  the  Congreea  <^  the  United  Statu  might 
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Cth«ii  coDMDt  to  a  citizen  receiviog  a  title 
•  foreign  poir«r;  bat  he  oonld  not  ftppre- 
hmd  that  thej  vontd  ever  do  »o.  Was  this, 
iben,  to  be  brought  as  an  argument  against  al- 
loiriiig  1  gBntleman — egwnst  whose  conduct  the 
nxHt  sbuideroDS  tongne  had  never  said  a  word 
-tram  recaiving  the  customarj  trifling  pre- 
imla,  on  Ms  leaving  a  foreign  Court !  He 
Inuted  not  He  allowed  it  would  be  a  prece- 
dBat  f<H-  the  future  in  this  respoct,  and  that  Cod- 
pt«»  might  expect  to  be  called  upon  hereafter 
fai  Aaakr  permiseioas.  But  he  did  not  think 
then  va»  anj  thing  alarming  in  this — the 
unoimt  would  be  verr  trifling ;  and  he  did  not 
bow  ttiat  haTing  a  few  additional  gold  enuff- 
toies  ID  the  coDotry  could  produce  any  ma- 
teriil  effect.  As  to  the  coustitutional  question, 
It  tWn^t  it  was  as  he  had  already  stated  it. 
31r.  Vesabli  wished  that  everything  which 
*»  Mid  upon  this  subject  might  be  said  wlth- 
Mt  refarence  to  the  gentleman  making  the  ap- 
plidtioa,  but  Lbat  it  might  be  considered  as  e»- 
taUisliii^  a  general  principle  which  was  to 
opente  hereafter.  It  was  eud  that  it  was  ne- 
WMTT  to  accept  of  these  presente  as  a  point  of 
etiquette,  and  that  refusal  to  accept  of  them 
Bigfit  givB  ofFenoe.  He  did  not  believe  this 
Kild  be  the  case,  as  it  was  well  known  to  the 
EarDpeui  Courts  that  onr  Government  is  ostab- 
Mitd  on  principles  totally  difierent  from 
(U!n ;  tad  when  onr  Uinieters  informed  them 
Uai  thdr  Government  did  not  permit  them  to 
rMeice  presents,  it  must  be  a  satisfactor;  rea- 
Km  Tor  not  accepting  them.  He  know  that 
that  pr«eents  were  sometiinee  made  in  pictures, 
■onvtiDiee  in  snuff-hoies,  and  sometimes  in 
aoDej.  And,  said  he,  if  these  presents  were 
BM  sanctioDed  bj  custom,  would  it  not  appear 
o  indelicate  thing  to  offer  the«e  things  to  a 
Hiaisler  of  a  foreign  country  I  It  certainly 
*o<dd.  If  tbe  origin  of  the  custom  was,  there- 
in.  1  bed  one,  the  Unitod  States  onght  not  to 
■dopt  it,  riuce  th^  had  new  tho  choice  of  doing 
10  or  not  He  hoped  tho  United  States  would 
■iTiTt  make  sufBcient  provision  for  their  own 
BiiikerH,  and  not  permit  them  to  receive  any 
^>iag  from  a  foreign  Court.  A  oontrarj  coa- 
tom,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  would  prove  a  very 
Ironbleeome  and  diaagreeable  one. 

Itr.  W.  Clubobhb  anbtnitted  to  tbe  gentle- 
■us  from  Delaware,  as  a  lawyer,  whether  the 
Wmnittee  oonld  gather,  from  any  thing  before 
tb«  Honse^  that  these  presents  made  hj  forei^ 
Courts  eoDKstod  of  chains  or  snuff-boxes  t  Be* 
BviMd  he  could  draw  no  such  condnaion  for 
IudimU  But  whatever  the  present  may  be,  it 
vu  immaterial  to  him  in  the  present  question, 
Wame  he  was  convinced  that  nothing  which  a 
Eoropeui  monarch  had  it  in  his  power  to  give, 
enoM  lemai  the  patriotism  of  onr  late  Minister, 
at  a1ieaat«  his  affections  from  his  country.  It 
vu  not  to  the  amount  of  the  present;  and  whe- 
tbo'  it  WIS  a  muff-box,  or  any  thing  else,  which 
*■  a  thing  of  no  consequence,  and  ought  not  to 
bate  been  named.  He  olgected  to  the  princi- 
ple of  oar  fordgn  Uinisten  leoeiTing  present* 


at  all  ftom  European  monarohs.  This  princi- 
ple he  looked  upon  aa  the  more  dangerous,  be- 
cause it  opened  an  nvenne  to  foreign  influence 
— an  influence  among  monarchs — which  haa 
always  proved  the  destruction  of  Republics, 

Ifr,  Thatchbb  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
Gentlemen  seemed  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground 
of  its  establishing  a  precedent  for  the  foture. 
He  did  not  think  this  objection  well  founded; 
for,  as  the  constitution  does  not  absolutely  for- 
bid the  receiving  of  presents,  the  discussion  on 
tbe  propriety  of  allowing  it  in  ftatnre  would  not 
be  prevented  by  the  present  decision.  Future 
Booses  could  refuse  or  grant  leave  to  receive 
these  presents.  Mr.  T.  aaid,  it  was  the  natural 
right  of  every  citizen  who  served  the  country 
as  a  Minister  to  receive  presents,  and  the  oon- 
stitntion  did  not  absolntely  take  away  the  right. 
He  considered  the  gentleman  who  now  applied 
to  Congress  as  having  a  natural  right  to  receive 
a  present,  except  some  reason  was  shown  to  tbe 
contrary.  Gentlemen  allow  they  know  of  no 
special  reason;  they  allow  the  applicant  has  • 
done  the  business  with  which  he  was  entrusted, 
well.  He  supposed,  therefore,  that  gentlemen 
must  themselves  vote  for  it,  except  Uiey  aban- 
don their  own  ground, 

Mr.  B.  WiLLUHS  hoped,  by  tbe  vote  of  this 
day,  the  House  would  get  rid  of  future  applica- 
tions of  this  kind.  When  the  subject  was  first 
introduced,  he  was  opposed  to  it ;  but,  if  tbe 
question  had  gone  off  without  debate  to-day,  he 
intended  to  have  voted  for  It  From  the  dis- 
ODSsion  which  had  taken  place,  however,  he 
was  convinced  it  was  a  subject  upon  whldi 
they  ought  not  to  legislate,  rinoe  the  acting 
upon  it  would  produce  greater  evils  than  the 
oonstitutian  had  provided  against.  He  believed 
they  ought  here  to  put  a  stop  to  the  business. 
If  not,  he  wonid  rather  that  onr  Ministers  sbontd 
be  at  hberty  to  receive  all  the  presents  offer- 
ed to  them,  than  the  thing  should  stand  upon 
its  present  footing. 

Mr,  Batahu  would  tell  Uie  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  on  what  anthority  he  informed  the 
ootnmittee  that  the  presents  in  question  consist- 
ed of  what  he  had  mentioned.  Being  upon  tbe 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred, 
be  made  some  inquiry  as  to  what  were  the  nmud 
preeents  from  the  European  Courts,  and  fbond, 
that  in  EoUand,  it  was  customary  to  give  a 
gold  chain  and  medal ;  In  France,  a  gold  snaff- 
boi ;  and  in  Spain,  a  pictm«.  It  was  on  this 
ground  that  he  said  theee  things  were  of  no 
consequence.  Mr.  B.  then  remarked,  upon 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  B.  Willumb  with 
respect  to  the  expense  incurred  in  discussing 
this  subject,  and  said  it  had  been  owing  to  gen- 
tlemen opposing  the  resolution  that  so  long  a 
discussion  had  taken  place.  As  to  tbe  law 
which  that  gentleman  proposed  to  introdnoe^ 
ho  must  see  that  the  constitution  would  not 
admit  of  such  a  law. 

Mr.  RtrrLEDoa  sud,  that,  being  closely  con- 
nected in  the  bonds  of  friendship  with  his  col- 
kagne,  who  made  the  present  appUcataon,  be 
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did  not  intend  to  have  Bsid  «  word  npon 
Bot^act;  bat,  when  he  heard  thlnga  oi  a  pet^ 
BowJ  natDre  introduced  into  the  debate,  be 
coold  not  avoid  rinng.  And,  with  dne  BQbmia- 
(doD  to  the  chair,  he  mnst  eay,  that  every  thing 
of  a  personal  nature,  introduced  on  this  oocn- 
^on,  was,  in  hia  opioioD,  wboUj  out  of  order ; 
particnlor];  when  it  was  aaid  hj  a  member, 
"'  If  the  gentleman  from  Sontb  OiiroUna  v»  not 
satisfied  with  what  he  baa  received  for  hia  aer- 
vioes,  I  am  willing  to  paj  him  more."  The 
oonBtitiition  baa  said,  tAat  the  onstomary  pre- 
tenta  from  Earopean  Comts  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived without  tlie  oouaent  of  Congreas;  and, 
accordingly,  when  these  presents  were  offered 
hia  colleague  at  the  two  Conrta  at  which  he 
was  Minister,  he  declined  receiving  them,  say- 
ing, that  he  wonld  lay  the  matter  before  Con- 
gress on  his  retnm  home.  He  had  done  so, 
aod  he  conld  not  see  any  gi  nnd  of  alarm  in 
this.  He  felt  none  of  that  Bepnblican  Jealonsy 
which  canaed  hia  mind  to  revolt  at  tbeee  oivili- 
ties.  He  rose  to  dissipate  if  possible,  those 
ideas  of  danger  which  aeemed  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  adoption  of  the  preaent  resolntion 
■^be  afiprehenaion  that  It  would  break  down 
the  bamera  which  were  to  keep  ont  cmmption 
from  our  Qovernment,  and  introdnoe  a  variety 
of  evila. 

Mr.  Oajxatik  aaid  this  qneetion  might  be 
oonsidered  either  aa  of  a  personal,  or  of  a  gene- 
ral n&tore.  He  had  heard  gentlemen,  arguing 
both  in  support  of  and  against  the  resolution, 
■peak  of  the  important  aervioes  rendered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina  in  having  ac- 
complished the  treaty  with  Spun.  Nor  did  he 
conceive  this  to  be  out  of  order.  He  believed, 
however,  the  gentleman  himself  was  perfectly 
indifferent  aa  U)  the  £Ue  of  the  queeUon. 

Ur.  O.  had  some  doabt  with  respect  to  the 
oonstruotion  of  the  conaUtution  on  this  poinL 
If  he  was  we'll  aoqnuated  with  the  fact  relative 
to  this  bnsineaf^  it  stood  in  this  way :  When 
lb*.  Knokney  was  sent  as  Envoy  Extraordinary 
to  Spain,  be  still  remained  Ujoister  Flenipo- 
tentjaij  at  the  Oonrt  oS  Qreat  Britain ;  there- 
fore he  was  altt^ether  preoloded  from  acoept- 
tng  of  the  present  offered  to  him  by  the  Span- 
ish Oovenunent  on  his  taking  leave  from  that 
Ooort ;  bat,  with  respect  to  the  prceent  offered 
to  him  by  Great  Britain,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  moment  a  Hinist«r  reoeives  his  letters 
of  recall,  and  has  taken  his  leave,  he  is  no  long- 
er an  officer  of  the  government ;  and,  in  such 
case,  both  under  the  present  oonstitndon,  and 
nndsr  the  old  Confederation,  presents  have  been 
reodved.  So  &r,  tba«fore,  aa  rdates  to  Great 
Britain,  he  did  not  think  it  was  neoeassry  to 
ap^y  to  Congress  fbr  th^  consent 

He  had  said,  that  after  a  Hinistv  has  recdv- 
ed  his  letters  of  recall,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  him  from  accepting  of  a  present.  He 
might  be  told  the  constitution  Is  lame  in  that 
respect;  bnt  it  was  more  so  with  respect  to 
private  oitiiena,  because  any  private  dtizen 
might  receive  dther  preaenta  or  titles  from  a 
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foreign  power.  It  has  noL  therefi^re,  effeotnsllj 
shot  oat  oormption.  Officers  may  receive  jm- 
sents  by  consent  of  Congress ;  bnt  any  officer, 
or  member  of  Congress,  might  accept  cf  pre 
sents,  either  in  secrecy,  or  wait  till  they  sn 
out  of  office  and  receive  them  publicly.  Noth- 
ing could  prevent  this  but  the  inbmj  that 
would  attaon  to  snoh  an  act.  Therefore,  lo  fir 
as  it  wss  contended  that  a  disagreement  to  tiiis 
resolntion  would  shut  out  a  source  of  oCHtup- 
tion,  it  had  little  effect  upon  his  mind. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  on  this 
enl^ect,  which  wonld  induce  him  to  give  his 
vot«  against  the  resolution.  He  oonsidered 
that  if  Congress  gave  its  assent  to  this  proposi- 
tion, it  wooJd  be  saying  that  they  approve  lA 
the  act,  and  Ihat  it  >  in  itself  proper  that  a  - 
foreign  Uiniiter  shonid  receive  presents.  If 
it  was,  in  their  opinion,  proper  to  accept  of  these 
presents,  the  resolution  wonld  be  affinned ;  but 
if  they  were  of  opinion,  that  the  practice  is  a 
bad  one ;  that  it  ia  useleea  in  itself,  and  cugiitlo 
cease,  they  had  nothing  to  do  bnt  r^iisa  to  so- 
thorize  it.  He  owned  it  was  proper  to  keep  op 
llitiee,  when  it  could  be  done  oy  0Gsifi»Diiiig 
to  custom  of  an  inoffenave  nature;  but  when 
the  constitution  stood  in  the  way,  it  oogbt 
always  to  be  reelected. 

The  question  on  the  reeolutioQ  was  put,  ud 
negatived — M  to  88. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
disagreement  to  the  resolution  of  the  Benate ; 
when  the  qnestion  was  takea  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  dis- 
agreement, and  dedded  in  the  affirmativ^- 
yess  4S,  nays  87,  as  follows: 

Teas. — GoMse  Baer,  jno.,  DsvldBaid,  B^ 
Butlett,  Lsmiul  Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  &icliii4 
Brent,  Nuhan  Biyan,  Sle[^D  BoUoek,  Dsmpny 
Bdi^iw,  Thtmaa  Cl^bone,  WiUiua  Chsiks  Col* 
Ckibonie,  John  Cloptoo,  Tbomas  T.  Davii,  J<dm 
DavKm.  JoliD  Dennii,  George  Dent,  Local  Elmin- 
doiph,  Hiomat  Evani,  WillJimi  Fiudlsj,  Jolm  FovW, 
Albert  Gsllatin,  Junei  GiUeqiie,  John  A  QaODi, 
Cuter  B.  Huriion,  Jouttum  N.  Haveo^  Juqli 
Hdater,  Watter  Jooai,  Matthew  Locke,  Uattbew  Ltos, 
Jamei  Hscblr,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  MeCtontft", 
Joseph  McDowell,  John  HUledg^  AnUmiy  Ne«, 
Jodafa  Fuker,  Jubm  Sdiniemanllliompton  J.  SUd- 
nar,  Villiam  Smith,  Richard  ^irig^  y-  "-->^— ■ 
Stanfoid,  Thomai  Smnlar,  Tfaoma* 
Abrvn  Trigg,  John  1 
Joseph  B.  Varanm,  A 
Willlami. 

Nats. — John  Allen,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Jinns  A 
Bayard,  David  Brooks,  John  Cbqiman,  Sf*"—'  W. 
Dana,  WOUain  Edmood,  Abiel  Foatei,  D<d^  Fet- 


Holm^   Heuktah  I  ,._.__.      .. 

Sunnel  LynatL  WllUam  Hattlmr^  Daniel  Horna, 
Lewis  R.  Hcnii,  Hanitoa  O.  Oda,  John  SntMge, 
Jan.,    Samnal   Sewill,    ^^Illani    Sbepaid,  Tbcmal 


Knulokmi,  Samntl  N^eavei,  NaUunial  Smiih, 
Sunnel  Smith,  Qeorn  ThMobsr,  Ricfaaid  Itoaui, 
UtA.  Thompson,  John  K  Van  Allen,  Fsl^  Wads- 


wwt)^  and  John  WilliBmh 
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Satukoat,  Kay  0. 
Additional  SeMKVt. 
On  mothm  of  i£r.  Easfbb,  the  House  went 
iato  I  OooimitWe  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  report 
«( tbe  Committee  of  Waja  and  Ueans,  Ur, 
Unr  ID  the  ch^,  when  the  three  following 
mdntioni  being  re*d,  ris ; 

Saclnd,  That  it  wOI  be  eip«d[ent  to  nln  an  md- 
di&ai]  rartDDB  of dollan  anmuilly,  by  m 

»kM,  That  the  Mid  tax  OQi^t  to  ba  laid  by 
Dilaii  naMiiiiiiil,  on  land^  honaea,  and  ab***. 

&>oliia^  Tb«t  On  apponatmmeDt  of  tba  niA  tax 
a^l  to  ba  mada  among  tha  aaTersI  Stalaa  accord- 
og  to  tbeir  iMpeetiTe  nimibar  of  inhabitanta,   m 

Ifr.  HuHB  moved  to  flU  the  hlank  In  the 
bit  molntioo  with  two  millioni. 

Tbe  qoMtion  was  put  and  carried — i7  to  S5. 

Tie  resolDdon  wm  then  agreed  to  as  amend- 
«d,  M  wu  abo  tiie  second. 

Tlie  third  ceoolatioii  b«ing  nnder  oonsidera- 

Mt.  JJATTCm  moTod  to  strike  oat  the  words 
"iM  ceniat,"  u  it  nugfat  be  determined  when 
tin  bin  came  la  whe^ier  the  nnmber  of  inhabi- 
tun  ahoold  be  aeoertained  by  the  lost  cenma, 
w  1  new  one  Aonld  be  taken, 

Kr.  Batakd  aaid,  the  w^rds  of  the  conBtita- 
tioa were,  ■'within  ereirtenn  of  tan  years;" 
Kthat  a  greater  period  tiian  ten  years  oonld 
ut  be  Hifoed  to  paaa  without  taking  a  censaa, 
bal  it  might  be  taken  every  year  if  it  were  no- 
wwy.  He  believed  it  wonld  be  very  proper 
to  btTB  a  new  oensns  taken  before  the  tax  was 
nesed,  otherwise  from  the  great  increase  in 
tbe  popalation  of  some  of  the  StatM,  einoe  tbe 
I«t  cetoos  was  taken,  the  tax  wonld  not  be 
conttitDtioDaUT  eollected,  since  It  is  directed  to 
bt  bid  tccording  to  the  nmnber  of  intutbitanta. 

Mr.  HunB  uid,  he  sltoiild  be  gUd  to  see  a 
uvMOHa  taken  at  an  aarly  period,  so  u  to 
Nb«Te  die  States  tlom  any  inequality  wbkh 
i^t  arise  fhtm  the  vari^iMt  of  pt^nlation 
mA  has  taken  place  einoe  the  last  ceuiif; 
hn  be  tnistad  tt  wonld  not  be  tSoo^t  neces- 
wy  to  do  this  befbre  the  proposea  tax  was  as- 
Mwd.  The  carrying  a  law  of  this  kind  into 
*BMt,  let  It  be  done  in  whatever  wa^  may  be 
'i^pUA,  woold  be  fonnd  a  tedlons  hnsmew,  and 
tk  unoanl  to  be  prodnced  by  it,  would  have 
tobeinticipatod  by  loans;  and  if  a  new  oensos 
ni  to  be  taken  before  the  tax  oonld  be  aaseBS- 
(i  it  <»old  not  1m  said,  with  any  kind  of  oer- 
tiuuj,  when  ao  effeotoal  rerenne  was  to  be 
fiiwd.  He  h(q>ed,  therefore,  when  so  great  an 
■KODTcnienM  wonld  be  incnrred  by  delaying 
tbe  tu  nntil  a  new  cenana  was  taken,  that. 
'b>>tigh  for  one  year  aome  of  the  States  wonld 
^te  to  pay  a  Uttie  more  than  was  Jnstly  th^ 
fvnioa,  they  wonld  eonsent  to  do  so  rather 
iloii  nl^eet  the  country  to  so  great  an  Inoon- 
tOKiice  as  wonld  be  experiAioed  bysnoh  a 

Ht.  J.  Wnuaiia  nqtpoaed,  If  the  amendment 


obtained,  the  tax  mnst  be  apportioned  according 
to  a  new  censna;  and,  If  so,  ne  apprehended  the 
resolution  wonld  be  diaagreed  to.  Though  a 
new  census  might  be  taken  within  the  ten  years, 
be  twlieved  that  term  ought  to  be  nearly  ex- 
pired l>efbre  a  census  was  renewed.  It  was  trae 
that  some  of  the  States  are  greatly  Increased  in 
population;  but  it  cotild  not  be  supposed  that 
States  increased  in  riches  in  proportion  to  their 
Increase  of  inhabitants,  as  the  people  who  emi- 
grate are  mostly  peraona  of  little  property,  who 
settle  npon  the  back  lands.  This  being  the  ease, 
bt  thought  it  was  a  wise  provision  of  the  con- 
stilntion  which  directs  that  the  census  shall  be 
taken  only  once  in  ten  years.  If  these  words 
were  stmok  ont,  no  tax  ought  to  be  laid  nntil 
the  time  comes  for  taking  the  new  census. 

Mr.  Batasd  wonld  not  be  in  fcvor  of  strik- 
ing out  these  words,  if  ht  thought  it  would  pre- 
vent the  ooUeotion  of  the  tax ;  but  it  would  be 
ncoceaary,  befi:>re  the  tax  oonld  be  laid,  that  an 
assessment  of  lands,  honses,  and  slaves,  should 
be  made,  and  he  could  not  see  why  the  nnmber 
of  inhabitants  coold  not  be  asoertained  at  tlie 
same  time. 

Mr.  R.  WnxuitB  wished  to  know  whether 
the  new  census  proposed  to  be  taken  was  to  af- 
fect the  representation  as  well  as  the  tax  f 

Mr.  DiTTON  answered  in  tie  affirmative.  He 
retnm  of  the  ennmeration  of  the  inhabitanta. 
he  said,  might  be  made  at  the  first  meeting  ^ 
the  neit  Oongress,  by  which  means  the  nntuber 
of  Representatives  to  which  each  State  will 
then  be  entitled  misht  be  oaoertained  in  time 
fbr  the  snooeediog  election.  If  the  order  wai 
not  made  at  this  sesdon  for  taking  a  new  cen- 
sus, the  ennmeration  oonld  not  be  returned  be- 
fore the  last  seaaion  of  next  Oongresa,  which 
would  bo  too  late  fbr  the  election  of  the  fbUow- 
Ing  Congress, 

Mr.  BiTORBATXB  B^d,  It  wgnld  be  better  for 
the  mover  of  this  amendment,  and  others  who 
wished  to  have  this  tax  collected,  to  suffer  tbe 
resolation  to  stand  as  at  present,  so  that  the  tax 
might  be  immediately  assessed  by  law,  and  pro- 
vide at  the  same  time  fbr  taking  a  new  censn^ 
which  n»  one  wonld  object  to;  and,  if  it  oonld 
hereafter  be  shown  that  the  new  censos  could 
be  taken  withont  prolonging  the  collection  of 
the  tax,  it  might  bo  done;  if  not,  the  tax  nr — ' 


altogether,  and  then  make  a  provision  for  tak- 
ing a  new  oensns, 

Mr.  DavToir  consented  to  vary  hia  motion  so 
as  to  meet  tbe  ideas  of  the  gentleman  last  np^ 
by  adding  after  the  word  "  that,"  in  the  fin* 
line,  "nntU  a  new  oensns  shall  be  taken,"  and 
to  toe  end  of  the  resolution  these  words:  "and 
that  provirion  onght  to  be  immediately  made 
by  law  for  taking  a  oensos  of  the  inhabitants  tk 
the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  oonstitn- 
tion," 

Hr.  OauATcr  believed  this  nmendmoit  oon- 
slsted  of  two  parts ;  ho  therefore  called  for  a 
division  of  It.    He  ihonld  vote  in  &vor  of  the 
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flrat.  The  other  part  he  Ihonght  perfectly  a 
distinct  subject,  and  notat  present  under  conmd- 
e^tioD.  If  a  Dew  cenaiu  was  to  be  directed  to 
be  taken,  he  thon^t  it  ought  to  be  dona  in  a 
aerate  bill,  and  not  entangled  with  this  HubjMit. 

The  quention  on  the  first  port  of  the  amend- 
ment was  pat  and  carried,  withont  a  division. 

On  the  second,  some  oteervstions  were  made, 
chiefly  expreBsive  of  a  wiah  to  have  the  provi- 
aioD  for  a  new  ceosus  separate  from  the  present 
anbject ;  after  whicli  the  qnestion  was  put  npon 
it,  and  carried,  SS  to  2S. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  resolntions  as  agreed  to; 
■which  being  confirmed  by  the  House, 

lir.  D.  FoaTEB  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"annuoDy"  in  the  first  resolntion. 

Mr.  OiLi^TiN  was  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
It  was  his  intention  to  have  made  aome  general 
oliservatioiis  on  this  subject  whilst  nnder  ootid- 
deration  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  bnt 
whilst  be  was  patting  down  some  flguree  on 

eper,  the  qnestion  was  taken ;  as  they  wonld 
equally  applicable,  he  should  now  make  them. 
They  would  go  to  diow  that  tbis  tax  was  not 
wanted  as  a  permanent  revenue,  bnt  solely  to 
meet  the  present  exigencies.  He  should  show 
that  the  present  reveunes  of  the  Union  are  suf- 
ficient to  meet  the  current  expenses,  and  to  meet 
the  instalments  of  deferred  and  Dntch  debt  due 
after  the  yeor  1801. 
Thereport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaBurr 


the  present  situation  of  the  country, 
penses  may  be  greatly  increased,  and  our  reve- 
nae  defalcate,  the  certainty  of  a  great  augments 
ation  in  the  ordinary  expenses  by  the  deferred 
debt,  and  tbeincreasing  instalments  of  thefor^gn 
debt,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  do  not 
think  it  safe  to  cof  t«mplat«  an  additional  reve- 
nue from  permanent  sources  of  taxation  to  a 
less  amount  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

In  looking  into  the  statements  of  the  Sec- 
retory of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that 
most  of  the  objects  of  expense  brought  forward 
to  show  ihe  necessiEy  of  a  permanent  tax  are 
of  &  temporary  nature.  He  has  estimated  the 
expenditures  for  the  year  ITfiS  to  be  $6,  B20,M0 ; 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  will  be  the  perma- 
nent expenditures  of  the  Union  after  the  year 
1800,  it  is  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  deduct 
from  the  sum  those  items  which  are  not  of  a 

rnonent  natnre ;  and,  as  he  would  add  a  sum 
the  Dntch  debt  dne  after  1801,  Mr.  O.  stud 
he  would  also  deduct  the  instalment  of  |80,0S0 
dne  fur  the  present  year.  The  first  item  of  a 
temporary  nature  was  a  sum  reported  for  de- 
ficiencies in  the  Military  Establishment  of 
$164,000.  Every  gentleman  who  had  attended 
to  this  subject,  when  it  was  lately  before  the 
House,  must  be  convinced  that  sufficient  sums 
bad  been  appropriated  nnder  this  head,  and  that 
deficiencies  must  be  oonridered  as  extroordina- 
ries  not  likely  agun  to  occur.  Second,  $108,000 
were  set  down  lor  diplomatJoeq>eiifleB;  the  pec- 


manent  establishment  was  now  fixed  at  t63,000, 
and  $40000,  therefore,  were  a  temporary  ti- 
Dense.  Finally,  the  following  jt«m«  were  slsied 
ty  the  SecreUry  himself  as  temporary,  viz;  fot 
light-bouses,  in  addition  to  the  usual  approprit- 
tion,  for  expenses  incident  to  tlie  treaties  witli 
Great  Britain  and  Bpain,  and  for  reimbnning . 
the  unfunded  and  registered  debts,  and  for  th« 
payment  of  old  aoconnts,  a  sum  of  $546,000. 
The  lost  item  not  yet  agreed  to  by  this  Qonse. 
These  several  articles  amount  to  about  $^80,000, 
which,  deducted  from  the  expense  of  1""" 


permanent  ordinary  expenses,  dvil,  miliUrf, 
contingent,  and  relative  to  tbe  present  debt 
To  this  must  be  added  |I,146,S70  for  the  inte^ 
est  and  extinguishing  annni^  of  the  def«md 
debt,  payable  m  1601,  and  also  the  sum  neoes- 
uTj  to  pay  the  principal  of  the  Dutch  debt  af- 
ter that  year.  The' Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  reported  the  foreign  debt  whicb 
will  become  dne  in  1803, 1808  and  1801;  but. 
by  taking  the  aggregate  of  all  tbe  years,  it  will 
be  found  that  an  average  sum  of  $800,000 1 
year  will  pay  tbe  whole  of  that  debt  in  tveks 
ye&rs.  This  last  item,  tlie  $1,146,000  foMbe 
deferred  debt,  and  the  $S,10O,000  for  ordinuy 
expenses,  mokes  the  aggr^te  of  $8,016,000 
for  the  permanent  expenditures  of  the  UniMi 
after  the  year  1801,  including  provision  for  ptj- 
ing  the  whole  of  the  piincipil  of  the  fumgn 
six  per  cent  and  deferred  debt  oocordisg  to 
contract. 

This,  in  time  of  peaoe,  would  be  the  eitoit 
of  OUT  expenses,  espedally  as  there  are  a  nutn- 
ber  of  items  which  might  be  reduced,  and  in 
that  calculation  no  reduction  is  iutrodaoedin 
Uie  Naval,  Hilitary,  or  Diplomatic  Departmeiila, 
or  in  the  Oivll  List.  If  the  current  revenue  lis 
examined,  it  will  be  foimd  to  exoeed  this  amoiiut. 
The  amoimt  of  revenue,  as  calculated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  tbe  present  ystr, 
is  $8,011,eB7.  But  to  this  must  be  added  tbe 
deduction  of  $540,649,  which  he  has  madefiwi 
the  duties  on  imposts  and  toDnage,  ftvm  an  ap- 
prehension of  a  defalcation  in  this  part  of  tw 
revenue,  on  account  of  capture,  and  which  wM 
of  course  to  be  oontaderod  as  temporary.  To 
this  there  should  also  l>e  added  tbe  duty  oa  salt, 
laid  at  tbe  last  se^on,  which  ooold  not  nu);* 
any  part  of  this  estimate.  That  duty  was  ei^ 
cents  per  bushel,  and  calcnladng  the  qnaotitT 
of  salt  imported  at  three  millions  of  bushels,  it 
wiU  amount  to  about  $250,000.  There  was  »lw 
a  number  of  additional  duties,  Isid  during  tbe 
last  seadon  of  tbe  last  Congrees,  which  vonld 
not  raise  less  than  $SCO,000,  vix:  two  and«-bdi 
per  cent  on  all  white  cotton  goods  imponw, 
aod  an  additional  duty  on  tea,  brown  nigsr, 
and  molasses.  These  two  soms  make  $600,000, 
and  added  to  the  above  $600,000,  deducted  tUs 
year  on  account  of  oapturea,  would  make  tbs 
permanent  reveane,  in  time  of  peace,  equal  W 
$0,111,607,  which  wonld  exceed  our  expeoass 
by  $1,000,000,    This  u  clear  from  theFq>en 
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hfon  tbe  committee.    It  '  

■ome  of  hb  dednctions  for  expeaaea  were 
Iiropw,  or  that  he  might  be  mistaken  in  his  ex- 
pwutiou  al  revenae  on  some  items,  jet  thia 
nrpliu  million,  vhicb  was  eqoal  to  one-eighth 
of  iht  whole  expenditore,  wonld  oertdnlT  co\eT 
ln_y  nustakea  of  that  kind.  Besides,  there  is 
tterj  reason  to  believe  some  of  Ute  branches  of 
Ilw  reTnne  nill  be  more  prodnotive,  on  acconnt 
ofUie  increase  of  popolatiou  in  l&Ol,  than 
Du¥.  Mr.  G^  therefore,  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tltman  from  HaasachuBetts  (Hr.  Yuoirii)  that 
llie  present  revennes  of  the  nation  are  eqnal  to 
•Q  its  tipenditnrea,  including  therein  the  re- 
draplion  of  the  pnblic  debt,  except  in  case  of 
TL-,  The  gec^eman  from  Uarjland  (Mr. 
BmiH)  leemw  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  and, 
initti,  the  Chairman  oftheConunittee  of  Ways 
tnil  Keuu  bad  formerly  made  a  similar  decla- 
ntion.  It  would,  therefore,  be  improper  to 
Tc>l4  a  permanent  tax,  when  the  objects  for 
*bich  it  iraa  wanted  were  not  of  a  permanent 

Tto  fears  ago,  Ht.  G.  said,  he  was  in  &Tor 
<i  t  pennanent  uuid  tax,  aa  he  then  thought  it 
«»}d  lie  wanted  to  meet  the  demands  which 
Rdnld  come  against  the  Government  in  the 
;nilS01.  He  was  of  that  opinion,  because  he 
£i  not  wish  to  see  the  list  of  indirect  taxes 
■welled  bejond  what  it  was ;  bnt  Congress  were 
d  i  different  opinion,  and  had,  ance  that  time, 
liid  iodirect  taxee  on  salt,  sugar,  stamps,  &o., 
Ii>  the  imoont  of  $800,000  a  year,  and  have  so 
fir  dimimshed  the  necesditj  of  a  direct  tax. 

Here  was  another  thing  in  which  he  had 
Wn  igrteably  disappointed.  The  mistake  was 
mnmon  to  umost  every  indiTidual,  as  well  as 
la  hinuelC  It  was  in  relaUon  to  the  amount  of 
dmin  which  would  probably  arise  from  imposts 
ud  tonnage,  and  which  were  productive  be- 
foud  the  mo«t  songoine  exp^tations.  The  es- 
tinates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  then 
tt^  sb(»t  of  the  real  amount  by  upwards  of  a 
tMoa  ot  dollars,  and  the  same  Uiing  had  taken 
]itK  hit  year.  If,  bower er,  in  the  year  I80I, 
i  dimination  ahonld  take  place  in  the  orodnct 
(fO)tm  dnties,  the  land  tax  might,  tlien  be 
nude  pennanent. 

Ur.  Q.  conclnded  by  saying  the  tax  of  two 
miDtoiis  was  already  agreed  .to  for  one  year, 
llioDgh  be  thon^t  it  too  large  a  sum.  He  coold 
Ke  BO  (^mcticoi  to  its  bei^  made  an  annual 
tuulu  west  Britain,  as  it  could  not  be  doobt' 
•d  ilttt  if  tbe  money  was  wanted  for  another 
;eaT,  the  act  would  be  annually  renewed 

Mr.  HaxpsR  confessed,  himself  very  much 
ilinned  at  this  motion.  He  saw  in  it,  and  In 
tu«  trgnmenta  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vuii  in  sDpport  of  it,  the  second  leaf  of  the 
ti'jt  fbr  keeping  thia  country  in  an  utterly  de- 
tuelev  state — and  anotlier  attempt  made  to 
trader  those  measures  which  had  been  taken  nn- 
plury,  by  effectually  tying  our  hands ;  and  tbere- 
W  it  wu  that  be  saw  this  motion  made  with 
picf  and  astoaishmrait,  by  bis  friend  from  Uas- 
■achosetta,  whoM  motiTeahe  oonld  not  snspeot. 


[B.  o 


The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  sdd  Ur. 
H.,  reasons  as  if  we  were  in  a  state  of  profoimd 
peace,  and  as  if  we  had  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  abroad;  as  if  all  our  disputes  were  settled, 
and  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  pay  the  expense 
of  the  preparations  of  defence  gone  into,  and 
then  at  all  tuture  times  we  should  rest  in  secu- 
rity. This  was  the  basis  of  his  speech,  and  he 
oould  not  entertain  so  low  an  opinion  of  his 
understanding  as  to  believe  he  thought  it  a  good 
one.  That  Kcntleman  must  know,  every  one 
must  know,  vhat  this  country  is  not  in  a  settled 
state  of  things,  bnt  that  we  are  threatened,  and 
speedily,  with  a  war.  No  longer  ago  than  yes- 
terdav  the  House  was  informed  that  our  Mmis- 
ters  bad  presented  their  final  memorial,  and 
that  if  th^  did  not  soon  receive  an  answer  to 
it,  they  should  give  np  their  mieeion  and  retnm 
home.  Far  from  desisting  from  her  attacks 
upon  our  commerce,  rrance  goes  on  increas- 
ing them.  Her  former  violations  of  right  have 
been  greatly  Increased.  They  bad  been  tald  by 
the  papers  on  the  table  of  the  Bnbjugation  t^ 
our  country,  of  the  fate  of  Venice  and  of  Ham- 
burgh. She  talks  of  sending  frigates  against 
ns,  of  ravaging  our  coasts;  sbe  h^  spoken  of 
internal  divisions,  of  a  party  in  this  country  on 
which  she  can  rely.  We  had  heard,  though  not 
officially,  that  orders  had  been  iaaned  for  taking 
all  onr  vessels,   and  executing  our  citizens  aa 

Eirates,  yet  gentlemen  sit  down  with  oounting- 
ouse  exactness  to  calculate  the  amount  wbi^ 
it  will  take  to  defend  ourselves.  This  was, 
however,  perfectly  consistent  with  the  rest  of 
the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, becanse  he  has  oonstsntly  set  his  ffaoe 
against  every  measure  of  efTectnal  defence, 
though  he  has  constantlv  talked  of  being  will- 
ing to  concnr  in  what  De  considered  measures 
of  defence. 

But  will  the  Honse  thus  be  acted  upon!  He 
trusted  not.  He  conld  not  rehnqnish  the  pleas- 
ing persuasion  that  a  m^ority  of  thia  House  ia 
determined  to  defend  thia  country  agwnst  a  for- 
eign foe,  that  they  are  desirous  of  protecting 
their  property,  their  wives,  and  their  children, 
and  that  they  will  rend  fh>m  tbeir  eyes  the  veil 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  baa 
endeavored  to  cast  over  them.  That  they  will 
defend  themselves  against  a  foe  who  relies  upon 
our  weakness,  upon  our  calculations  of  avarioe, 
upon  the  exertions  of  men  among  ns  who  are 
to  paralyze  all  our  efforts  to  defend  ourselves, 
anduponaproatralfl  colonial  ^irit  in  thia  oonn- 
try.  The  existence  of  this  spirit  would  be  ooo- 
firmed  were  the  present  motion  adopted.  Why! 
Because  the  complete  defence  of  the  ooontry  is 
not  to  be  effected  by  two  millions  of  dollars. 
Ur.  H.  recapitulated  what  had  been  done  by 


a  commencement  of  defence,  and  if  those  events 
take  place  wliich  all  think  probable,  a  much 
laraer  siun  of  money  will  be  wanted.  Ur.  H, 
said  it  would  be  seen,  by  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ueani,  that  they  did  not 
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take  into  view  the  eipenae  which  might  be  in- 
caired  for  the  mUitaiT  defenoe  of  the  country, 
either  by  a  provinoiuJ  anny,  or  bydetaohmenta 
of  jnilitia.  And  would  any  one  bsj  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  rise  without  providing  a 
military  defence  for  the  oonntry  t  Or  could  they 
Bay  that  no  part  of  the  80,000  militia,  ordered 
to  be  held  in  readinegg,  would  not  be  called  into 
aervicef  Orwoold  it  be  proper  to  ait  down, 
■atiafied  that  our  enemy  will  not  invade  ns, 
tbongh  they  see  we  are  not  prepared  to  meet 
tbem )    Be  hoped  not 

Ur.  Ona  wished  to  inqaire  of  hia  colleagne, 
before  he  proceeded  to  make  any  obserrationB, 
whether  he  wonld  consent  to  wimdrsw  hia  mo- 
tion, and  admit  of  another  in  its  place;  bnt  as 
he  did  not  aee  him  in  his  place,  he  would  state 
what  his  proposition  wan.  He  aopposed  It  was 
the  object  of  his  colleagoe  to  prevent  the  tax 
from  being  permanent.  Ke  knew  that  gentle- 
man too  well  to  believe  he  wished  to  render  the 
tax  fhtile.  He  proposed,  therefore,  instead  of 
thiaamendment,  to  retain  the  word  "annually," 
and  to  add  "nntil  all  loans  that  may  be  anthoi^ 
ized  by  Jaw  on  the  credit  of  aaidi  tax  be  reim- 
bmW." 

Boon  after  ihe  late  deapatctiea  flrom  onr  Min- 
iaters  were  read  to  this  Eonse,  and  the  common 
senae  of  the  oommnnity  ^raa  oonvinoed  of  the 
neoeaaity  there  waa  for  immediately  going  into 
measm^  of  defence,  speaking  of  the  agreeable 
nnaoimity  which  seemed  to  prevdl  in  the 
Honse,  it  was  prophesied  to  him,  by  men  who 
bad  been  mnch  longer  in  thia  body  than  him- 
wlf,  tliat,  notwithatanding  all  this  appearance, 
yet  certain  gentlemen  in  tbe  Eonee  wonld'take 
osre  BO  to  embarraas  the  dettdl  of  the  boMness, 
that  they  might  Joat  aa  well  have  refbaed  to 
assent  to  the  principle.  [Hr.  Dana  hoped  these 
remarks  were  not  meant  to  apply  to  the  mover 
of  the  present  proportion.]  Mr.  0.  a^d  be 
felt  some  difficulty  in  speaking  on  this  subject, 
from  the  motion  ooming  fhmi  the  qnuter 
whence  it  came;  but  he  trusted  his  Mend  would 
sot  apply  these  remarks  to  himself.  [Mr.  Yxtr- 
ABUi  hoped  the  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  in- 
siauat«  that  any  gentleman  was  actnated  by 
Improper  motives.  The  Bpeaees  e^d  it  waa 
Improper  to  speak  <^  motivee.]  Mr.  O.  added, 
that  Ua  otffeot  was  to  show  that  the  opposition 
made  to  this  tax  woald  have  nearly  the  same 
efibct  aa  voting  agahist  it  in  the  first  Instance; 
for  be  doubted  whether  a  ahilling  could  be  got 
upon  IL  if  passed  in  this  way.  Perhaps  many 
wbh  that  this  shonld  be  the  case ;  tney  may 
think  the  money  la  not  wanted.  If  there  waa 
any  wisdom  in  thna  acting,  he  oonid  not  see  it, 
and  therefore  could  not  ^ve  gentlemen  that 
credit  for  their  actions  which  thev  may  think 
they  deserve.  Hr.  O.  expreeaed  his  astonish- 
ment that  gentlemen  who  were  tfro  or  three 
ToaiB  ago  in  favor  of  a  land  tax,  ahould  now 
lie  wholly  opposed  to  It.  He  also  added  tlwt 
he  had  heard  another  prophet^,  which  waa, 
that  many  gentlemen  who  were  always  averse  to 
a  land  tax  wonld  not  now  agree  to  it,  bnt  at- 


tempt to  defeat  it,  however  willing  th^  were 
to  go  into  measnrea  of  defence  for  the  oonntrj, 
when  those  measnrea  were  unconnected  with 
the  r^ing  of  money.  He  hoped  this  wonld 
not  come  true. 

Ur.  R.  WiLLUHB  observed,  it  waa  a  fbrtnnala 
circnmstanee  that  the  present  motion  was  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Uassachusetts,  Uiondi, 
oven  that  circmnatance  coold  not  secore  genfle- 
men  from  abuse  ;  for  though  his  friends  cannot 
but  allow  the  mover'a  motives  are  pure,  jrt 
they  have  imputed  tlie  worst  views  to  thoae 
who  support  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Ifr. 
HABPEii)has,as1snsnaIwithhim,  oonsDmKlon^ 
half  of  his  speech  in  oensnring  the  ooudnct  at 
members  of  this  Honse,  because  they  do  not 
agree  with  him  in  opinion  as  to  what  is  the 


uitry,  and  in  n 
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proper  defence  of  this  c 
log  what  France  has  done  ii 

Aa  to  what  that  gentleman  had  aud  with  re- 
spect to  motivea,  he  believed  every  gentlemaa 
had  a  ri^t  to  deliver  his  sentimeDts  freelj, 
withont  bdng  subject  to  the  lash  of  that  gentle- 
man, or  any  other.  How  coold  it  be  turij 
argued,  because  gentlemen  deored  to  limit  tw 
dtiration  of  this  law,  that  they  were  unwilling 
to  defend  their  country !  No  such  condo^on 
oonld  be  drawn.  He  believed  the  people  d 
this  country  would  always  be  found  Tead;  to 
defend  themselves,  aa  far  aa  their  own  interest* 
and  the  interests  of  the  country  required ;  but 
not  to  defend  other  nationsL  The  geatlcman 
from  South  Oarolina  never  spoke  on  toe  subject 
of  defence,  but  he  went  into  Europe,  to  tell  lim 
House  what  waa  going  on  there.  He  thon^ 
enough  had  been  stud  on  this  subject 

The  gentleman  had  talked  much  of  natloml 
honor  and  national  dimity ;  but  he  wished  bin 
to  reoollect  that  nation^  honor  and  national 
dignity  were  national  interest  Bnt  the  digni^ 
and  honor,  which  were  too  oiten  spoken  of,  vera 
mere  phantoms;  and  what  is  looked  npoD  U 
disgracefU  in  one  oountry,  may  he  looked  npoo 
aa  honorable  in  another.  Bnt  the  dignitj  and 
honor  which  he  spoke  of  were  the  same  ia  all 
countries ;  they  were  the  interest  of  the  people. 
He  believed  uiat  some  gentlemen  wouM  evea 
account  it  honorable  to  go  into  Europe,  ud 
endeavor  to  raise  up  all  the  orowned  heads 
which  had  Men  in  the  course  of  the  present 
war.    He  liked  no  such  honor. 

The  gentleman  from  Booth  CaroUiiahisiiot 
only  to-day,  bnt  often,  reprobated  the  idea  d 
introdudng  calculation  into  our  debates  wbeD 
measnree  m  defence  have  been  under  consdei* 
tion;  whereas  It  appeared  to  himself  the  tmt 
ground  upon  which  they  ought  to  act  He  ha- 
fieved,  if  nations  in  general  were  to  At  down 
and  count  the  cost  before  tliey  went  to  wir, 
one-half  the  blood  and  treasure  which  are  bot 


T.W  to  support  its  rights  withont  its  Juriadifr 
tion,  it  was  perfectly  Tiri)t  to  ait  ^^''^^J^ 
calculate  the  expense  of  ddng  It;  he  tptti 
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I  «kn  *  cotiiita;  ma  attBoked  upon  its  own 
loritaj,  Uwt  WM  not  Uia  time  to  Ulk  aboat 
Ofatt.  It  appeared  to  him,  in  nioh  a  dtoa- 
lin,oar5eAim  would  not  eo  much  Donnstof 
aauj  M  ol  indindnal  ezertioii.  In  hia  opin- 
HB,  bM  HMD  fimgfat  for  libertf,  and  alaves  for 

Vtt  Hoon  waa  told,  that  If  this  money  was 
M  >Ht*d,  it  mmld  be  MfelntbeTreaaoiy,  or 
ippliedto^ndiiotionof  thepntdiodebt;  bat 
hi  bdand  K  would  not  be  In  tbe  poifer  of  the 
potloBu  fhMn  Sooth  Carolina  to  oonviooe 
lii^  or  the  pea|^  of  thia  ootmtij,  that  the 
natj  viU  not  remain  aa  safe  in  the  pooketa  of 
iIh  pMiile,  mffl  it  ia  wanted,  as  in  the  TreasQi;. 
He  Mhtm  the  willingneaa  of  the  people  to 
lit  tb«  mcmer  when  it  is  wanted  cannot  be 
fwiioDed;  and  if  that  gentleman  had  all  the 
tduM  BpOQ  the  people  which  be  pretends  to 
bn,  b«  wodd  not  wuh  to  take  their  money 
■iM  Im  WH  not  oartain  it  wonid  be  wanted. 

At  to  oar  bte  dcapotohea,  oontuniiv  the  oon- 
va&M  of  X,  T,  And  Z,  whioh  genUemen 
Maud  a>  mndi  to  rely  npon,  he  comTessed  his 
°paiins  had  not  been  at  all  changed  bj  them. 
He  bcfimd,  before  thOT  were  communicated, 
ibtUiit  ooontt?  had  been  greatlj  ii^ored  hy 
R«M,ud  ha  waa  not  ready  to  take  any  step 
uw  Uiu  he  was  not  ready  to  take  before.  He 
btCeied  tbat  he,  and  otbers  who  voted  with 
ItinLihoaldbe  as  willing  to  defend  the  oonntry, 
in  OK  of  danger,  as  thoee  gentlemen  who  are 
Mdintiilly  railing  ap  militai?  phantoms  for  the 
pnpose  cc  knocking  tbem  down  again.  He 
aiif«d  the  immdnient  would  1m  agreed  to. 

A  EuliMi  waa  made  and  carried  to  a^onm, 
*iAHa  the  qnntioa  being  taken. 

If  ORDAT,  Vay  T. 
i^YMnti  to  Miniittn. 

Xr.  PmnaHT  s^d,  he  roae  to  reqaeet  leave  to 
itltdnw  the  rMolntion  whioh  had  yesterday 
^  Ud  upon  the  table  bv  his  colleague,  Hi. 
^iM,  withont  hia  knowledge,  respecting  & 
WBW  which  had  already  been  decided  rela- 
ti(  to  hims^  as  it  waa  founded  upon  t, 
pvaA  which  waa  at  least  doubttbl,  and  he 
^W"  out  of  order. 

The  gruKKB  inteimptad  Mr.  P.  to  say  that 
w'wild  Mre  him  the  trouble  of  any  &rther 
firnmiaaB,  by  aaying  that  he  deoned  the 
"WMoodtof  order. 

Ur.  PnoKSKT  hoped,  notwithstanding,  he 
Bmld  be  permitted  to  make  a  fbw  remarks  on 

^  Spuxnt  TOidied,  that  any  remarks  npon 
I  loaDen  already  dedded  would  not  be  in 
<*te,  m^  eonld  not  be  admitted  withont  gen- 
EnleMueat  A  pret^  general  cry  of  "Ihopo 
j^iauleman  wiH  be  permitted  to  prooeed," 
^hnrd,  Mr.  PnoEBKT  went  m. 

iwBudfbwaa  with  rdoctanoe  betook  up 
<>  due  of  tbe  House  a  mraient  in  a  mattw 
'■aing  to  hiniMl^  particolarty  at  present,  when 
b  mnch  fanpoaUnt  buineM  pfeaeed  &a  con- 


sideration; bat  he  wished  to  etata  his  reasot^ 
for  wishing  this  moUon  to.be  withdrawn,  lest 
it  should  seem  to  have  be«i  brought  forward 
by  his  consent  He  waa  gratefol  for  the  good 
Intentions  of  his  colleague,  because  he  donbtleaa 
thought  the  vote  whioh  had  passed  on  the  pre- 
oedins  dM  might  cast  some  imputation  upon 
bis,  Mr.  P.'s,  character.  But  he  also  wished  it 
to  be  wiUidrawn,  beoanse  it  was  fbnnded  on 
at  leastadonbtfulangReallon,  viz:  tbat  itisnot 
customary  for  tbe  United  States  to  make  pn- 
aents  to  foreign  Ministers  leaving  thia  country. 
He  believed  It  waa  "oalomary  to  do  so.  But 
another  reaaon  for  wisLmg  it  to  be  withdrawn 
WW,  tbat  the  disonarion  of  it  might  not  snt^eot 
him  to  a  roedes  of  trial  as  to  his  public  conduct, 
in  whioh  he  shonld  not  be  at  uWty  to  make 
his  defence.  He  should  never  shrink  from  any 
authorized  investigation  of  hli  oondnot;  but  he 
should  wish  to  avoid  any  nnanthorized  proceed- 
ingof  tbatUnd. 

Bot  his  principsl  reason  for  troubling  the 
House  was  to  assign  his  reasons  for  addresnug  a 
letter  to  Oongress  on  this  subject^  apparently  of  ' 
so  trifling  a  nature.  With  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent offered  to  him  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  it 
would  have  been  improper  for  him,  under  any 
construction  of  the  constitntion,  to  have  re- 
ceived it,  as  he  was  at  that  time  also  Minister 
to  Great  Britain.  Upon  this  ground  it  was 
that  he  wrote  to  the  Spanish  Minister  declining 
the  acceptance  of  the  present  offered  to  blm 
&om  that  Court,  except  he  should  obtain  leave 
of  Oongress  to  do  so.  This  being  the  case^ 
whatever  might  have  been  the  propriety  of  ac- 
cepting of  the  present  offered  to  him  by  the 
Oonrt  of  Great  Britiun,  tiiere  would  have  been 
at  least  an  appearance  of  inconsistency  to  have 
received  a  present  from  one  Court  and  not  from 
the  other.  He  therefore  gave  the  same  answer 
to  both. 

This  he  hoped  would  account  saUsfaotorily 
for  having  troabled  Congress  with  any  ^plica- 
tion on  this  subject.  It  was  from  a  reelect 
which  be  thought  due  to  the  Oonrt  of  Spain, 
from  the  fitvorable  treatment  he  had  received 
from  them,  and  bung  fully  satisfied  with  all 
their  conduct  towards  himj  that  he  thought  it 
proper  to  make  the  apphcation.  The  other, 
reepecting  Great  Britain,  was  involved  with  IL 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  uiprehend  there  would 
have  been  a  propriety  m  this  House,  at  the 
time  they  r^eoted  the  resolntlon  sent  frt>m  the 
Senate,  to  have  assigned  a  reason  why  they  did 
so.  He  would  say  why  he  thought  bo.  He 
tbo«(^t  the  constitution  expressly  allows,  that, 
in  some  esses,  presents  may  be  received  from  a 
foreign  power,  but  that  the  power  of  deciding 
upon  this  shall  be  left  in  the  bands  of  the  Le(ps- 
latore,  aa  a  oheok  upon  offitMrs  that  tbOT  may 
not  improperly  receive  any  presents  from  a 
foreign  power.  Bu^  considering  this  power  to 
have  been  intended  as  a  check  npon  the  impro- 
per conduot  of  officers,  it  must  strike  the  mmds 
of  the  pnblio  when  they  are  told  that  an  officer 
was  rcAiaed  this  privilege,  that  he  hod  not  done 
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bU  dutj,  Mpeciftllj  if  the  refdsal  was  Qnqaali- 
fied,  and  uoaccoinpBiued  with  aoj  reason  for  the 
refu&al,  and  that  the  reftiwl  was  intended  as  a 

oenanre  npon  his  oondnot 

It  was  jn  this  point  of  view,  that  he  oonceired 
the  conduct  of  the  pereoo  to  whom  this  privilege 
was  refused,  was  implicated,  withoQt  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  heard  in  his  defence.  He  should 
be  far  from  wishing  an;  reeoludon  to  be  entered 
into  approving  of  his  condaot;  bnt there  was  a 
great  distinction  between  approving  and  disap- 
proving; between  cenanre  and  applause;  and 
althoogh  be  did  not  desire  applaoso,  he  could 
have  wished  to  have  avoided  censure.  All  that 
be  wished  had  been  done  was,  tiint  the  House 
should  have  stated  something  of  tbia  kind, 
"  deeming  it  improper  that  the  diplomado  agents 
of  the  United  States  should  receive  a  present 
from  any  fqreign  Prince  or  State,  the  request 
cannot  be  complied  with ;"  as,  withont  this,  the 
natural  infereace  mnst  be,  that  there  Las  beeo 
some  misbehavior  in  the  officer,  or  the  usual 
privilege  would  not  have  been  refused.  He 
called  it  usual,  because  whenever  it  had  hereto- 
fore been  applied  for,  it  had  been  invariably 
granted,  and  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  must,  therefore,  he  looked  upon  as 
cetabiishing  an  impntation  upon  hie  cbaraoter. 
It  was  saying  to  the  world,  "  Every  other  per- 
son in  a  simitar  situation,  has  been  permitted  to 
accept  of  these  presente,  but  you,  and  yon  alone 
are  an  exception ;  you  cannot  receive  them." 
Such  a  person  may  have  been  worthy  of  con- 
demnation ;  be  may  liave  betrayed  the  interest 
of  his  oountry ;  but  it  was  injustice  to  that  per- 
son to  condemn  him  withont  a  trial, 

Itr.  P.  said,  he  thonght  it  neceaaary,  in  justice 
to  himself  to  make  th^  observations  before  the 
House,  from  a  regard  which  be  felt,  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen,  for  Ms  reputotioa — more 
particularly  as  this  matter  would  appear  upon 
the  journtusof  the  House,  and  might  not  only 
reflect  upon  himself  butupon  his  cliildren  after 
him ;  they  might  be  pointed  at  by  the  finger  of 


under  the  impression  of  these  ideas  that  he  had 
been  led  to  trouble  the  House,  and  he  trusted 
he  should  stand  eicnsed  for  having  done  so. 

Ur.  UcDowEU.  rose,  btf  was  prevented  from 
^>eaking  by  tbe  Spsakeb,  wbc  declared  that 
nothing  more  oould  be  admitted  on  a  snlject 
which  was  not  before  the  House. 

iii.  Habpib  roee.  He  was  also  oheoked  by 
the  Speakkb,  but  not  before  he  had  declared  he 
brought  forward  the  motion  in  question  withont 
tbe  Knowledge  of  his  colleague. 

Additional  JteMiute. 

The  Eonse  tiien  proceeded  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  when  the  Spbaksb  having  stated  the 
question  to  be  to  strike  ont  the  word  aimvally 
in  the  first  reaolation, 

Ur,  D.  FoBTBB  rose,  and  observed  that,  for  a 

iostifioation  of  himself  to  those  who  knew  liin^ 
le  need  not  declare  that  the  motion,  whidi  bod 


caused  so  much  a^tatiiHi,  was  made  with  |^ 
intentions ;  that  it  was  not  derigned  to  ttabti- 
raas  the  measnres  of  Government,  or  with  a 
view  to  prevent  a  provinon  of  revenae  adequits 
to  thepreaent  or  probable  ftiture  erigeDoies;  or 
from  any  reluctaiice  on  bis  part  to  ooncor  in 
every  measure  reqnisile  for  an  effectaal  drfenee 
of  our  country.  To  the  uniform  tenor  of  liis 
conduct,  on  all  occasions,  sinoe  he  had  the  hoDar 
of  a  seat  in  this  House,  he  would  cheerfoUj  ip- 
peal.  Tluise  with  whom  he  associated  knew 
that  nothing  was  more  dear  to  his  heart  ihu 
the  honor,  we  dignity,  the  liberty,  and  the  in- 
dependence of  his  connb'y.  He  did  net,  thoe- 
fore,  consider  many  of  the  remarks  which  hid 
l>een  made  on  this  subject,  as  applicable  to  him- 
self, nor  should  he  take  any  measures  whatever 
to  repel  them.  If  his  frieoda  intended  he 
should  make  a  personal  application,  their  object 
was  lost.  Alike  indlfierent  to  censnre  u  if- 
planse,  when  unmerited,  he  had  ever  done,  uw, 
as  fkr  as  he  oonld  be  informed,  be  wonld  conti- 
□06  to  do,  what,  at  the  time,  appeared  to  be  lii 

He  was  as  deeply  impressed  as  any  gentle- 
man of  this  House  oould  be,  with  a  sense  of  the 
neceenty  and  importance  of  sufficient  and  pro- 
ductive sources  of  revenue.  Measures  for  de- 
fence must  be  expensive ;  withont  the  meaiB  to 
carry  them  into  effect,  all  onr  acts  and  r«8olii- 
tions  are  vais  and  futile. 

Prottetion  t«  onr  commerce,  defence  to  out 
frontiers  and  seacoasts,  security  to  onr  rights  u 
a  nation,  energy  and  respectability  to  the  open- 
tiona  of  Government,  are  sot  to  be  obtiiaed 
without  money,  and  if  the  present  revenues  *n 
not  sufBcient,  more  must  uudonbtedlj  be  pn>- 
vided. 

Although  he  did  not  mean  to  pledge  bnnielT 
that  he  would  vote  fbr  it,  he  should  be  g^iJ  le 
see  a  bill  before  the  House,  that  oppornmitr 
might  be  given  to  examine  the  gnbject  in  de- 
tail. Since  the  motion  be  had  aobmitttdhsd 
l>een  thought  so  exceptionable,  hewaswillliij 
for  the  present  to  modify  it.  If  gentlema 
would  concur  with  him  in  a  subetitnte,  he  «inld 
withdraw  the  motion  to  strike  ont  the  wad 


iwis; 


'  annually,"  and  propose  to  add,  as  an  ii 
oent  at  uie  endof  theresolotion,  thefidli: 

*<  To  ba  collected  fbr  a  term  not  exBotS^  — 
yeara ;  proridad  ths  Lwidatare  <^  the  Vtini  Sou 
shaU  at  sU  liitMS  be  at  fiiU  liU^  to  aabatitow  okK 
dntieiortazMof  eanalvalaa  in  ]tea  thoeoEl  h  tk* 
pnrpon  of  diMhargmg  any  debts  or  loau'whidi  B^ 
be  contracted  on  ue  credit  of  nid  tax." 

Mr.  HiBPBB  rose  to  second  the  motimi.  f*- 
cause  it  concurred  with  his  ideas onthenlgtct 
that  the  revenuea  ought  to  be  oommou^nU 
with  the  debts  incurred.  He  need  not  npett, 
he  said,  that  he  had  always  been  4^Msed  lo  ■ 
land  tax,  except  in  the  case  of  »  war,  or  rff* 
parationforwor;  buthe  nowbdievedh »«»- 

Mr.  Uaoos  hoped  this  motion  woold  nc*^*' 
vaU.    In  the  State  from  which  be  cane,  mj 
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bd  in  uuml  land  tax,  and  foand  no  inconve- 
Dimce  from  its  being  aimaal.  He  had  no  idea 
i!  1  pemuDent  tax  on  land,  aa  all  the  State 
Gormuoents  collected  their  reveanes  from  this 
wnw,  or  from  a  capitation  tax,  every  other 
dtJKt  hsTing  been  aeizod  upon  bj  the  United 
EuiA  The  idea  of  the  tu  being  laid  for  a 
iimtKi  of  fesra,  wonld  make  it  more  nnpopolar 
iLiu  my  tbins  else.  All  our  reveone  laws  are 
iBuporuy.  Bntit  was  aeid  it  waa  necesaarj 
tint  thit  tax  should  be  permanent^  in  order  to 
obtain  loans  npcm  it.  He  believed  loans  might 
refj  Tell  be  obtained  upon  it,  though  it  were 
pMed  unnsllj ;  for  oertainlj  those  who  loaned 
■be  Qemunent  monej  would  have  so  mach 
ooaSitBoe  in  it  as  to  believe  that  it  would  pay 
ililsoMitiada  fiurly  and  honorably.  He  did 
CM  bebeve  that  all  the  none;  appropriated 
antid  be  expended  before  the  next  seaaion  of 
Conmm.  B^des,  there  is  a  snrploa  million  in 
tb  inaearj,  ready  for  any  purpose  which  the 
EiecntiTe  may  thiuk  proper  to  apply  it  to. 

Bat  it  had  been  said,  advantage  ought  to  be 
titeD  of  Che  present  moment  to  get  this  tax. 
Tim  Etme  thing  was  a^d  with  respect  to  the 
^'t<j.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take 
idrutage  of  the  present  aithnfflasm  of  the 
people  to  collect  a  tax;  the  people  wonld  always 
obei  the  laws. 

Itr.  FisDUT  eaid,  it  was  admitted,  on  all 
bindi,  that  it  depended  on  a  contingency 
wbKher  thia  tax  would  be  wanted  at  all.  For 
Ui  awa  put  he  was  nnder  no  apprehension  of 
•nj  fonnidable  invadou  of  this  oonntry  taking 
pte  befim  GwigreeB  meets  ag^n.  If  France 
B  dsanHH  ot  maOBg  conquests,  there  are  more 

Enable  ottjecta  to  this  oonntry  nearer  home. 
diScnllies  which  have  so  long  agitated 
Eoiope  are  not  yet  so  far  settled  as  to  enffer 
Rinca  to  sen4  out  any  formidable  force  here. 
la  the  oondoct  of  the  French  OovemmeDt 
bie  been  as  bad  as  it  can  be  painted,  it  cannot 
Ik  said  that  it  has  ever  wholly  lost  mght  of  its 
i™n  interest,  and  it  wonld  not  be  her  interest 
to  mike  an  invadon  of  this  coantry  at  this 
Kiae;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
^log  LQlo  measures  as  if  an  invading  army  was 
immediately  expected  amongst  us. 

A  land  tax  was  with  him  a  favorite  tax.  He 
bd  kmg  wished  it.  He  was  for  adopting  it 
ume  time  ago,  and  for  taking  advantage  of  a 
Jot  market,  to  bring  np  the  public  debt.  But 
■ben  be  came  to  inquire  into  the  sulijcct,  he 
fwiod  that  many  of  the  States  had  laid  direct 
tos  fcr  the  snpport  of  their  ovm  Government, 
litre  is  now  an  appearance  of  necessity  for  this 
tu;  bat  being  a  new  tax  under  the  General 
GoTemment,  and  not  likely  to  be  very  sat- 
i^ieUirj  to  some  parts  of  the  Union,  it  would 
oe  proper  to  make  the  law  of  short  doraldon. 
\.fiia  oonstitntional  ground  he  was  ag^st  con 
Uniiing  a  direct  tax  longer  than  two  years 
mrj  CoDgresH  un^bt  to  pass  a  vote  npon  it, 
Ml,  in  the  present  instance,  he  believed  the  law 
■oold  be  beet  if  passed  for  one  year. 

Ur.  F,  cOTiclnded  by  observing,  that  if  this 


year,  he  conld  confl- 
igTesaes  to  renew  it,  if 
the  ntuation  of  the  country  should  reqnire  It. 
It  would  not  hareatterbe  convenient  for  him  to 
take  any  farther  share  in  the  public  councils, 
but  he  should  not  distrast  the  wisdom^  and  pa- 
triotism of  those  who  might  follow  him;  anato 
do  sway  the  charges  oontihually  made  against 
himself  and  others,  that  they  were  not  willing 
to  defend  the  country,  he  should  call  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  every  question  of  defence  whioh 
came  before  the  House. 

Hr.  S.  BurrH  did  not  like  the  amendment ; 
hut  he  should  vote  for  it,  because,  if  he  could 
not  get  all  he  wished,  he  wonld  get  all  he  conld. 
If  the  blank  was  to  be  filled  with  two  or  three 
years,  (as  had  been  intimated,)  it  wonld  not  go 
far  enough  to  induce  moneyed  men  to  rely  upon 
it  OS  a  permanent  security. 

There  seemed  to  he  no  difference  of  o|nnioii 
OS  to  the  propriety  of  laying  a  direct  tax ;  it 
only  seemed  to  be.  as  to  the  length*  of  tdma 
which  it  ought  to  be  Idd.  He  sgreed  with 
those  gentlemen  who  assert  that  money  cannot 
be  borrowed,  except  a  permanent  fond  be  pro- 
vided. But  gentlemen  say,  where  are  your  ex- 
penses f  Certain  expenses  have  been  agreed  to, 
which  are  proposed  to  be  met  by  a  direct  tax  of 
two  millions ;  but  conld  it  be  supposed  that  the 
iroceeds  of  this  tax  oould  be  brought  into  the 
freasory  in  less  than  eighteen  months)  They 
conld  not,  and  something  most  be  done  in  the 
mean  time  to  raise  the  money  already  voted, 
whether  any  war  takes  place  or  not.  How  was 
this  to  be  done  f  By  loons  alone.  But  what 
inducement  will  there  be  to  moneyed  men  to  ' 
lend  money,  except  a  permanent  revenue  be 
made  the  secnrity  t  Yon  hold  out  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  which  has  not  heretofore 
been  injured.  This  is  trae.  Bnt  heretofore 
we  have  not  been  engaged  in  war ;  we  have 
had  nothing  to  impede  our  revenue.  Bnt  if  a 
war  takes  place,  it  is  possible  onr  revenue  may 
suffer  very  materially ;  and  Congress  are  about 
rovide  a  fond  which,  in  the  opinion  of  some, 
leave  no  pennanency,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
others,  very  little.  And  wonld  it  not  require 
a  great  degree  of  patriotism  in  gentlemen  to 
lend  twenty  shillings  for  twenty  shilltngs,  when 
they  con  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  them 
with  sixteen.  The  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  subject,  he  was  convinced,  arose  from  the 
different  pursuits  ofthe  members  of  that  House. 
Certain  gentlemen  believed  moneyed  men  would 
advance  money  without  a  permanent  tax  aa 
a  security.  He  believed  the  contrary;  fbr, 
however  great  a  confidence  they  may  have  ia 
the  honor  of  fntnre  Congresses,  they  wonld  wish 
to  see  this  Congress  do  something  for  their  se- 
curity. He  feared  gentlemen  were  not  in  ear- 
nest when  they  spoke  of  defending  the  country. 
We  have  men,  sud  he,  bnt  we  want  money. 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  Olr.  Willujis)  that  slaves 
fought  for  money,  and  freemen  only  for  liberty. 
If  be  oommoiided  a  regiment  of  militia,  be  be- 
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lieved  the;  would  expect  to  be  p^d,  and  Jie 
oonld  not  believe  be  would  tenn  Qiem  Blaves. 
Money  mnst  be  b&d, 

Tbe  gentlomiui  from  Penn^Iranis  was  afrsid 
ofmakiog  the  revenne  permacent,  beoanse,  ob 
oar  reTOnne  increased,  it  bed  been  nanal,  not  to 
repeal  onr  revenae  laws,  bat  to  increase  oar  ez- 
penseB.  VheDce  did  he  collect  thiB  informatioD ! 
Ifot  from  tbe  doooments  on  tbe  table ;  for  tbere 
he  would  find  tbat  there  was  aa  Qnexi>end- 
ed  mrploB  of  one  million  nine  hnndred  thoQBand 
dollara,  whiob  were  in  1Y0T  applied  bv  tbe 
CommiBsioners  of  the  SinkingFand  to  tbe  ro- 
dnotion  of  the  pnblio  debt.  We  have,  eald  bo, 
gone  on  deoreasing  oor  espensea.  It  was  trae, 
that  oar  dispnte  with  Algiers,  and  a  war  with 
the  Indians,  had  cost  a  great  deal  of  money ; 
bnt  when  the  war  with  tbe  latt«r  jraa  at  an 
end  onr  expenses  were  deoreased.  Ani  now  an 
income  of  expense  is  ast^d  for  to  refvel  threats 
ened  danger,  and  gentlemen  have  voted  mea- 
anree  of  dafeuoe ;  but  now  they  come  to  tonoh 
tbe  expense,  they  flinch.  Men  may  moralize 
and  talk  about  defence  as  macb  as  they  please, 
it  will  avail  nothing  without  money, 

Hr.  Yaxsvu  hoped  tbe  motion  onder  oon- 
sideration  would  be  negatived.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr,  B.  Skith)  gave  two  reasons 
on  Saturday  against  strLking  out  the  word  an- 
nually. One  was,  that  it  was  necessary  the  tax 
should  have  some  permanency,  in  order  that 
money  might  be  borrowed  upon  it;  and  another, 
that  it  might  be  a  snbatltnte  for  indirect  taxes. 
That  gentleman  allowed,  and  he  perfectly  agreed 
with  him  in  opinion,  that  in  case  of  war,  the 
defalcation  in  our  revenue,  he  did  not  suppose, 
would  be  large,  and  that  in  our  present  sitna- 
tion  he  hod  no  idea  of  a  defalcation.  I^  then, 
a  defycation  of  our  revenne  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, be  thought  be  should  be  able  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  proposed  tax  is  not  necessary 
at  all;  and,  of  oonrse,  that-  it  will  not  be  right 
to  pass  it  for  more  than  one  year.  Bat  the 
gentleman  &om  Maryland  says  the  people  ought 
to  be  relieved  from  indirect  taxes,  because,  for 
every  12^  per  cent,  duty,  the  oonsomer  pays  37^, 
Does  that  gentleman  wish,  then,  that  the  mer- 
chant Bhonld  be  deprived  of  a  profit  of  16  per 
cent,  ou  tbe  duties  which  be  now  pays !  If  bo, 
this  might  be  very  well  efieoted,  without  doing 
away  Ibe  duty,  and  substituting  a  land  tax  in 
its  place,  by  the  merchants  lowering  tbe  price 
of  their  goods  15  per  cenL 

But  the  gentleman  added  another  reason  for 
passing  the  law  for  a  nomber  of  yeara,  viz :  that 
this  tax  mi^bt  be  at  any  time  repealed.  Bat, 
although  this  House  might  consent  to  a  repeal 
of  this  tax,  it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  ^e 
other  House  would  consent  to  its  repeal.  In- 
deed, it  waa  his  opinion,  that  if  this  tax  was  es- 
tabliubed  as  a  permanent  tax,  that  (he  people  of 
this  country  would  not  be  relieved  from  it  for 


,y  objects^  h 
[t  by  gentlOB 


.  ir  fraitfoi 
in  this  respect,  upon  which  to  expend  any  sur- 
plus which  might  arise  from  this  tax. 


■The  gentleman  fh>m  SoMh  Oandina,  oa  Bit- 
orday,  brongbt  into  view  onr  ritostioB  vith 
respect  to  Fnnee,  and  onr  liablciMw  to  an  at-  ^ ' 
tack  from  that  natioa.  He  alloded  to  the  eon- 
veraatioQ  which  took  nlaoe  betweoi  onrEnvcyi 
and  X,  T,  and  Z,  and  thenoe  infened  thatit 
was  probable  that  this  oonntiT  wonld  be  at- 
tacked by  France.  Ha  coold  not  s^  Qiat  idl 
tbe  propositions  made  by  these  nnantboriied 
persons  were  not  fh)m  the  Directory;  botthue 
was  no  evidence  t^thia,  and  thmdbie  he  ootid 
not  believe  it,  especially  as  Hu  agento  them- 
selves declared  thev  were  noL  He  thought, 
therefore,  if  we  wished  to  prtaerve  peace  with 
£Vance,  that  we  oogbt  not  to  be  too  forward  in 
believing  all  which  waa  aalA  by  X,  Y,  «nd  2, 
was  authorized  by  the  Frendi  GoTemoeiit. 
He  hoped  it  wonld  prove  to  be  the  oonlraiy, 
and  that  when  the  Directory  shall  discover  what 
has  been  done,  they  will  punish  these  persoDs 
for  their  conducts 

The  question  was  pnt  and  negalived— U 
to  80. 

Mr.  D.  FoeriR  then  renewed  hia  motion  to 
strike  ont  the  word  "  annually,"  which waacar- 
tied,  there  being  nxty  votee  for  it. 

The  qneetion  on  the  amendment  providing 
for  the  taking  of  anew  censoa,  was  pDt  and  cai^ 
ried,  there  being  S7  votes  for  iL 

Mr.  Bkid  moved  on  amendment,  which  went 
to  Btrike  out  the  provbion  which  proposes  that 
the  tax  should  be  laid  by  a  uniform  rale  throng 
all  the  States,  with  tbe  view  of  inserting  in  its 
place  the  following  words  : 

"  And  iqioD  moh  other  estatei  within  esoh  putieo- 
lu  Slata  ai  are  taxable  aMordiiv  to  tha  oaiMMirf 
Tiile  of  £ieot  taxatioa  in  eacb  State.* 

The  motitm  waa  negatived,  there  bdng  only 
twen^-one  votes  for  it. 

The  report  waa  referred  to  the  Oomnnttee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  report  bills  accordingly. 

TmsDAT,  May  8. 
Slaiuraltiation  Law. 

lb,  SKWAiioalledfor  the  order  of  the  day  OD 
tbe  third  resolution  reported  from  tbe  Conusit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  aUeu,  and 
the  conmderation  of  the  following  ameodDtoit 
being  reeumed,  viz  toadd  to  it  theee  wwds: 

"  Between  vhtafa  and  the  Umted  StatM,  Own  ^*II 
extit  a  state  of  dedand  war  i" 

It  was  agreed  to ;  and  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  commerce  and  defence,  to  report  a 
bill  acoordin^y. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  as  amended  by 
the  House : 

"  Swohied,  That  pwvidon  be  made,  by  law,  fcr  th 
spprehending,  aecnring  or  recaoTliig,  ai  tbe  cw>  nay 
require,  i^all  aliens,  befog  males,  of  tha  age  i/fior- 
teen  year*  and  upwards,  who  ihall  oontunie  toreBoe, 
or  ihall  oniTe  witbin  the  tlnitsd  Stalai,  baing  ndn^ 
dtiisiu,  or  mbjecti,  of  any  oonntiy  between  wliicn 
and  tha  United  Stktea  then  ihaU  exirt  a  itala  oT  if 
cUred  war,  or  the  Govenunent  of  which  ihall  Un**- 
en,  attempt  or  p<cpetrate,anyii»a*knor  fndatoiT 
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■  npoD  dnir  tenitoiy,  u  tooo  u  nuj  be, 
^  Ai  tba  PuaiDEKt  OF  tsb  Dimo  Statis  ihail 
'^^  proelanmtiiwi  of  mch  STent ;  proridins.  In  all 
m  when  inch  alieni  an  oat  ctuugeable  with  aetnal 


iigkidienngeirfiiadoiu,  and  tba  dndei  of  hamaBitf , 
•luU  be  kUownd,  for  the  depattnre  of  loeb  sll«ii^ 
viAall  th«r  efbct*,  fh>ni  the  territ(ii7  of  thv  United 
StaM  ;  and  eioeptisg  all  eaiei  of  tnoh  alieni  to 
wbcm  pawpmta  or  licanie*  of  mEdenM  ma^  be 
(HBtad,  oouiataotlj  with  tba  poblio  ubtj," 


Thvssdxt,  ita.J  10. 
Prmuional  Armg. 

^"*Bit.  BUVTKB'b  TDTDIQAZIOS  OV  IBS  SOUTH 
O&BOLBU  MILITIA. 

This  fsTorite  soheme  of  raifdng  a  BtandiDR 
mnj  must  bo  pushed  forward  by  eraiy  aid  of 
Cm!  and  fiction,  and  that  ita  nuMMa  may  be  in- 
■nred,  the  BoDtherii  members  are  to  be  t«nified 
into  its  adoption,  for  we  are  told  that  the  Sontb- 
«rB  StatM  have  maoh  to  fear,  that  there  is  every 
iMBon  to  baliave  the  Southern  States  wilt  be 
^leedily  invkded  by  a  merciless  and  viadiotive 
fM  fitHD  the  W«0t  Indies.  That  at  this  moment 
tboVMBds  mv  be  disgorging  on  onr  shores ; 
that  th^  are  pr^ared  to  strike.  And  the  gen- 
tteraan  aom  Bonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Habpbb,  one 
of  hia  aoUeagoes)  haa,  in  the  Mgbt  of  bis  zeal 
for  Aioerican  dafenoe,  or  his  Gaars  for  the  safety 
of  tfae  BoDtbem  StaMs,  or  fh>m  some  other 
eaoM,  which  he  did  not  pretend  to  divine,  by 
Ua  nice  end  iiiiiiat«  delineationa  of  the  condition 
of  the  Soothem  Btat^  shown  to  tbe  Honse  a 
tcrriMng  piotnre  of  Sonthem  imbecility,  and 
had  uso  pnUlahed  to  thia  omel,  malioioos,  and 
inaidions  enemy,  (as  he  temia  them,)  on  enemy 
lofficieDtly  penetrating  without  his  aid,  eveir 
pMnt,  BTery  aTenne,  every  position,  most  ad- 
Tuta^eona  for  them  to  tAke  in  attack ;  he  has 
exposed  onr  moat  rtdnerable  parta  to  tbdj  iu- 
nttnof,  and  onr  wealthiest  port  to  their  rapa- 
dty.  lliepc^M^  or  pnideQoe  which  dictated  the 
dauil,  he  aid  not  stop  to  examine,  bnt  went  on 
to  Mk,  sappodng  theee  maraoders  were  disposed 
te  inrtde  ute  Sontbem  States,  whether  it  would 
■ot  be  allowed  that  they  were  too  fully  and 
««»jd.i.  'o^pied  nearer  home,  to  be  at 
ite  at  this  time  their  intentions  of 
in  t  For  his  part  be  thought  anoh 
WM  their  ocHidition,  and  expected  it  wonld  oon- 
tinoetobesoforsome timetocome;  bDt,adniit- 
tiag  that  it  is  possible  for  the  man  who  haa  been 
■Doitioned,  to  invade  onr  coast  with  tbe  three  or 
Gmr  thousand  men  spoken  o^  the  oonseqnenoes 
Mdictad  are  not  likely  to  follow,  Tbe  reason- 
bg  of  his  eollesgne  bomg  admitted,  perhaps  his 
ewdnaetu  mi^t  also ;  ont  the  former  not  be- 
infjust,  the  laMer  oould  not  result. 
He  wie  aware  that  the  nnmber  of  inhabitants 


Ui  eoUeagne,  was  not  very  great;  bat 
lot  oonscnt  to  the  dednoldoa  which  the  gentle- 
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man  had  made,  that,  therefore,  tbe  lower 
country  was  very,  weak  in  point  of  fbrce  to  op- 
pose an  invasion.  And  here  he  deemed  it  pro- 
per to  notice  the  attempt  which  had  been  made 
to  draw  invidioos  distinctions  between  the  mili- 
tia force  of  OUT  country  and  what  are  termed  re- 
gulars— attempts  constantly  made  by  the  advo- 
cates of  standing  armies,  not  only  on  this  occa- 
sion, but  on  many  others — not  only  on  thisfloor, 
bnt  in  the  other  branch  of  tbe  Legislature,  and 
very  lately,  in  a  pointed  manner,  by  his  od- 
league,  (Mr.  Hahpkb,}  who  preesed  the  establish- 
ment of  a  standing  army  by  depressing  tbe 
manly  character  of  his  fcUow-citiiens ;  he  (Mr. 
Habprb)  had  said  he  was  well  acqnainted  with 
the  Southern  States;  that  tbe  inhabitants  on  tbe 
seaboard  are  few,  that  for  fifty  or  sixty  miles 
tbey  are  still  fewer,  that  the  strong  population  is 
qtjita  remote,  that  the  whole  in  general  are 
badly  armed,  many  altogether  without  arms ; 
that  they  are  not  well  organized,  and  even  it 
they  were,  they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon, 
nnless  headed  and  aided  by  regnlar  troops ;  in 
short,  that  no  good  can  be  expected  from  the 
militia,  unless  they  are  supported  by  regnlara. 

It  is  an  unpleasant  thing,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  me 
to  have  to  make  any  remarks  on  a  snbject  <^ 
this  sort;  but  so  frequently  have  gentlemen 
made  invidioos  distinctions  between  the  conrage 
and  efficacy  of  militia  and  regulars,  and  with  so 
ih  ii^nstioe  to  the  former,  that  I  cannot  pei^ 
their  assertions  any  longer  to  pass  without 
notice.  For  doin^  this.  I  do  not  mean  to  dero- 
gate from  tbe  ment  of  tne  late  American  regular 
army,  nor  more  particnlarly  from  that  part  of  i6 
which  served  to  the  Southward,  of  whose  con- 
dition I  can  better  jnd^  than  of  that  whicb 
served  in  the  Middle  and  Sastem  districts :  ts  to 
them  I  am  bold  to  say,  they  were  not  ioferiw, 
under  all  circumstances,  to  any  arm^  of  eqaal 
numbers  and  equal  opportunities  which  I  have 
heard  or  read  of  in  any  time  or  in  anv  place } 
but,  then,  it  must  also  be  remembereo,  what- 
ever gentlemen  may  here  say  to  the  contrary, 
that  the  militia  were  as  serviceable  and  as  suo- 
oeeaful  as  any  regulars  whatever. 

He  laid  he  wonld  take  a  cQrsoi7  review  of  the 
services  of  the  militia  in  one  of  the  Soutiiera 
States,  which  would  tend  to  support  his  last  de- 
claration. 

He  wonld  quote  only  a  few  oasee  out  of  a 
great  numberwhere  the  militja  hod  acted  alone, 
without  any  co-operation  or  snpport  from  tba 
regulars,  and  that  against  tbe  veteran  and  con- 
quering cavalry  and  infantry  of  British  corps, 
and  in  which  actions  tbey  were  distingnisbed 
for  their  bravery  and  success.  It  may  oe' re- 
membered that  Tonf  partial,  if  any,  impressiona 
had  ever  been  made  by  our  regnlar  troops  on 
tbe  British  oorps  of  oavalry  during  tbe  early 
period  of  wtti^  and  it  seemed  to  be  reserved  to 
the  Southern  militia  to  convince  them  that  their 
equals  existed  in  our  conntry.  It  is  not  to  be 
attribnted  to  the  want  of  couroKe  or  discipline  in 
our  regular  corps  that  this  bod  not  been  done 
before,  but  to  imperious  draainstanoee  which  no 
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gkkll  could  overcome ;  but  thU  did  not  cliuige 
the  fact 

Afler  the  fall  of  Charleston  in  1780,  the  first 
action,  and  that  fought  by  the  militia,  without 
any  aid  irom  our  regnlars,  was  the  action  ' 
Fishing  Creek,  where,  without  entering  into 
minnte  description  of  all  the  circumstnnoes  at- 
tendaot  on  such  on  occasion,  it  will  be  snfficient 
to  sav,  that  the  gallant  Captdn  Rooke,  who 
oommiiDded  a  squadron  of  Tarleton's  legion, 
fell,  and  the  whole  force  was  beaten  and  di»- 
peraed. 

A  few  dajs  after — and  here  permit  me,  said 
Mr,  8t  to  remark,  that  if  my  coueagne  does  n 
remember,  and  our  historians  have  neglected 
record  tlie  acbieTementa  of  the  militia,  yet  Juat- 
ice  is  in  some  degree  done  tbem  by  a  British 
historian,  who  waa  an  officer  in  the  Britiah  ser- 
vice in  Uiat  part  of  oar  conntry,  and  at  tbe 
very  time  I  am  speaking  o^  who  corroborates 
mj  facts — a  few  days  aiter  an  attack  was  made 
by  tbe  iiiiltti»  on  Bocky  Monnt,  and  Colonel 
I'umbnU,  who  oommandcd  the  enemy's  force, 
and  who  is  now  in  New  York,  I  have  no  donbt 
has  candor  enough  to  acknowledge,  that  trom 
the  contest  be  had  with  tbem,  (although 
strongjiy  defended  by  well  constructed  worka,) 
and  which  lasted  ten  hoors,  there  is  something 
dne  to  their  bravery  and  the  effect  of  their 

Eight  days  after  the  affair  on  Rocky  Honnt, 
an  attack  was  made  on  the  British  at  their  posts 
of  the  Hanging  Rock.  Tbe  force  on  this  occa- 
sion consisted  of  the  same  corps  of  Bontb  Oaro- 
Una  militia  who  had  enterprised  on  the  other 
occasion ;  they  were  in  nnmber  about  600 ;  they 
had  been  joined  by  a  few  of  the  militia  from 
North  Carolina,  and  it  is  a  pleasare  to  reflect 
on  the  cordiality  and  braver;  displayed  by  them 
on  this  occasion. 

Tbe  enemy's  fore*  at  this  post  was  1,300  ef- 
fectivM;  yet  tbe  result  was,  alter  an  action 
which  lasted  through  the  greatest  part  of  the 
day,  that  Mijor  Bryan's  corps  was  totally  de- 
feated, the  Prince  of  Wales'  re^ment  eitermi- 
iiated,  even  its  name  has  never  since  been  re- 
corded. Other  detachments  from  tbe  68d  and 
TlEt,  nnder  the  command  of  Kt^or  Garden,  were 
also  cat  up,  driven  frvm  their  encampment 
with  the  entire  loss  of  baggage,  Ac. ;  and,  in 
the  course  of  this  oetion,  Cnptain  Kinlaw,  with 
a  squadron  of  Tarleton's  legion,  arrived  from 
Bocliy  Monnt,  made  a  desperate  charae  on  the 
miliiia,  was  repulsed  by  them,  and  fled  to  Cam- 
den, witbont  attempting  to  renew  the  combat. 
In  this,  as  well  as  other  actions,  it  ought  to  be 


citizens  fell,  or  were  wonnded,  while  another 
nation  had  to  regret  in  this  action  alone  the  loss 
of  npwarda  of  800  men. 

PiL'^iiig  by  a  number  of  important  and  oon- 
sidcrnblo  conflicts  wliich  took  Hace  between  the 
Britisli  regulars  and  tl)e  Southern  militia,  still 
nnsuiiported  by  regulars  of  onr  own  army,  swd 
Ur.  6.,  I  come  now  to  mention  the  Attack  which 


Ml  Arwti.  [MiT,  1791 

was  made  in  the  neighborhood  of  Winnesbor- 
ongh,  while  Lord  Comwallis  laid  in  that  town, 
npon  the  South  Carolina  militia,  by  a  BritisQi 
regular  force  under  U^ors  Wymes  and  McCor- 
tliy,  Bopported  by  two  troops  of  cavalry,  the 
whole  corps  drawn  together  and  formed  for  the 
pnrpose ;  after  varioos  charges  made  by  the  io- 
wntry  and  cavalry,  and  after  repeated  Tep<il!«s,  ■ 
the  enemy  was  totally  repelled,  thdr  oomvuiid- 
ing  officer  wotiuded  and  taken,  together  nith  a 
number  of  his  corps,  and  tbe  nat  were  Ha- 

On  the  retnm  of  Colonel  Tarleton  to  Winnet- 
borongb  another  effort  was  made,  and  thm  the 
nnmbOT  aa  well  as  the  nature  of  tbe  trooM  em- 
ployed, it  was  certainly  int«nded  to  be  enectul 
in  driving  tbe  Sonth  Carolina  militia  from  tlitt 

Sart  of  tbe  country ;  for  it  was  Tarleton's  lepoa, 
[cOarthy's  corps,  and  that  part  of  the  BSd, 
nnder  U^or  Uoney,  which  troops  were  led  to 
the  attAck  of  the  militia  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber; the  result  of  thisaction  iaknowntothiM 
who  do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the  merit  of 
tbe  militia.  The  enemy's  detachment  aonM.'ted 
of  2Y0  legionary  horse,  and  npwards  of  <00  re- 
gular Inftjitry,  with  two  field-pieces ;  the  mili- 
tia were  between  five  and  aix  hundred,  without 
(as  indeed  they  were  through  all  tbe  aotJtais  1 
have  described)  a  single  piece  of  artillery.  In 
the  nnmber  of  militia  are  inclnded  some  Geor- 
gians, who  not  only  acquired  honor  to  themaeivei 
from  their  exertions  on  that  day,  but  did  honor 
to  their  country.  The  &te  of  the  Briti^b  cav- 
alry was  then  decided ;  they  bad  been  farnerlj 

iconqnerable,  but  after  that  day  they  w*rt 

iver  known  to  be  bronght  to  act  with  ^tber 

lergy  or  efi'ect, 

£uowing  the  ardor  and  finnneas  of  tbe  Boatk- 
em  militia,  and  not  doubting  but  the  militia  <rf 
tral  States  in  the  Dmon  possem  equd 
motives  for  their  eiertiona,  equal  spirit  and  »e- 
tivity,  I  cannot,  sdd  Mr.  S.,  but  rkj  on  tlt^ 
as  the  natural  and  main  eupport  of  oar 
national  independence — a  enpport  folly  ^eo- 
tual  witbont  a  recurrence  to  a  standing  army. 
These  few  cases,  and  it  is  stopping  very  shut 
indeed  of  what  the  merits  of  the  Bouthem  nu^ 
Ha  deserve,  tend  to  show  th&t  the  cbaoMS 
brought  against>the  militia  generally  are  is  na- 
founded  as  they  are  cruel  to  their  fcelinf^; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  they  demonstrate,  that 
if  an  invasion  (which  is  a  contingencv  by  so 


means  likely  to  happen)  should  actnallj  taks 
'ace,  we  may  rely  with  oonfidenoe  on  ih' 
anly  exertiona  of  uie  militia  to  meet  the  U 


tack,  and  to  resist  every  effort,  at  least  for  sncb 
a  period  as  until  more  effective  aid  shall  be 
drawn  down  to  tbeir  support,  and  more  penna- 

int  measores  adopted- 

The  question  for  striking  ont  twenty  tbouEind 

I  insert  five  thaaaand,  was  pnt  and  negalivet^ 
47  to  41. 

Tie  qnestion  now  returned  npOD  Etriking  oat 
twenty  thousand  to  insert  tm  tLonsand. 

Mr.  N.  Bunra  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.    It  was  o(Hit«mplated,  when 
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ibtt  ndaction  vas  proposed,  that  the  power 
■hodd  be  ^vea  to  the  Pusidbnt  for  three 
jan;  but  it  wsa  now  reetrioted  to  the  recess 
of  Ci»igT«M.  He  did  not  himself  think  that  at 
present  there  was  any  danger  of  an  inTabioD, 
nor  did  he  believe  that  imminent  danger  of  an 
innnim  would  eiiat  whilst  the  war  continned 
between  France  and  England ;  hnt,  whenever 
i  peace  shall  take  place  between  thoae  two 
fowtrt,  the  qnestion  onght  then  to  be  taken 
■becber  tlus  ooantry  onght  not  immediately  to 
p  into  preparatlone  for  war ;  and  if  Oongrea 
wm  not  in  eeisioii  at  the  time,  the  pAt^soKsn 
va^t  to  have  the  power  of  d^rmlning  this 
gnstion.  It  will  depend  on  several  circom- 
usta ;  on  what  kind  of  peace  was  made ; 
ipMi  what  ground  parties  Btood  when  peace 
TH  nude ;  on  the  sitnation  of  France  at  the 
time ;  on  what  kind  of  men  are  in  power ;  on 
Ibe  atnation  of  this  country ;  on  what  is  the 
Ki(«  of  parties  here  at  the  time ;  what  is  the 
lanbeT  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Qov- 
tnment ;  how  many  there  are  of  those  who 
*ii!i  lo  Inll  the  rest  to  sleep ;  and  what  is  the 
Ksniiit  of  spies  in  the  conntry.  All  those  will 
le  inportaot  considerations  to  be  decided  at 
ttie  time,  and  if  it  shall  then  appear  that  im- 
niMDt  danger  does  exist,  will  twenty  thousand 
iHD  be  too  large  s  nnmber  to  raiaet  He  be- 
EendnoL 

The  question  for  ttriking  ont  twenty  thoa- 
mai,  and  inserting  ten  thonsand,  was  pnt  and 
etmed,  M  Totea  being  in  favor  of  iL 

Tbe  qaestion  next  came  op  on  agreeing  to 
the  section  proposed  by  the  select  committ(«, 
for  inthoridng  the  FBBamKNT,  from  time  to 
time,  ti  he  sh^  deem  it  necessary,  to  call  forth 
in  rotation  mch  portion,  not  exceeding  at  any 
OK  time  the  nnmber  of  twenty  thonsand  men, 
of  the  detachments  of  the  United  States,  an- 
^•crrized  by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  Jane  last,  as 
Ut  be  conveniently  mnstered  together,  and 
cuw  them  to  be  trained  and  disciplined  by 
ttiHt  proper  officers,  either  in  their  respeotive 
Suies,  or  in  one  corps,  to  be  drawn  from  t*o 
<r  more  adjcnning  Stat^  for  a  term  not  exceed- 

iBe ;  fijr  which  time  the  officers  and  men 

4>in  be  considered  aa  in  actoal  service  and  be 
paid  and  governed  accordingly. 

After  some  discnamon,  in  whtdi  constitnttonal 
p^Jtctioca  were  ui^^  against  this  provision,  the 
Munittee  rose  withont  takii^  a  qneation  npon 
ill  and  the  Kmae  sdjonmed  tUl  Monday. 

iioimLT,  May  14. 
Ptwuional  Army. 

The  HooM  asain  resolved  ttaelf  into  a  Gom- 
aittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  anthorizing 
the  PmmRrr  ot  rm  UirrrKD  States  to  raise  a 
proti^onal  army ;  when,  the  question  being  pnt 
f3  the  section  providing  for  the  calling  ont 
i".'*Ai  militia  at  a  time,  to  be  trained  and  dis- 
tT(ilined,  It  waa  negatived,  there  being  only  11 
'0-^  for  it. 

Ttui  atction  was  objected  to  on  Ihe  gronnd 


that  the  constitntion  has  placed  the  training  and 
disciplining  of  the  milida  in  the  several  States, 
and  that  Congreu  had  power  only  "  to  provide 

for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  eiecnte  tne  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insnrreotions,  and  repel 
invasion ;  reserving  to  the  States  respectively 
the  appointment  of  the  offloers,  and  the  au- 
thority of  training  the  mihtia  according  to  the 
discipline  prescribed  by  Congress." 

Mr.  Sbwali.  moved  to  fiU  the  blank  in  this 
section  with  $800,000.  He  supposed  |C0,000 
or  $60,000  would  be  sufficient  for  pnrcha^ng 
the  accontrements  mentioned;  the  remaining 
$140,000  or  $100,000  wonld  be  ready  in  the 
Treasury  In  case  of  emergency,  for  the  other 
porpoees  of  the  act.  This  mode  of  proceeding 
was  objected  to.  It  was  thought  by  some  that 
it  would  be  best  to  appropriate  onlv  for  the 
purchase  of  the  ardclee  specified,  and  provide 
for  the  whole  expense  of  carrying  the  act  into 
effect  in  one  smn,  either  in  tjiis  law  or  some 
other;  bnt  it  woe  finally  carried  as  it  stands, 
and  the  blank  was  filled  with  300,000  dollars. 

The  last  additional  section  proposed  for  ex- 
empting private  soldiers  t^om  arreet  for  debt 
or  contract,  dnring  their  term  of  service,  was 
then  agreed  to. 

FniDAT,  May  16. 
CaO  qf  the  SoUM. 

The  Sfeizbr  informed  the  House  that  th» 
bonr  was  arrived  at  which  a  call  of  the  Honse 
was  ordered  to  he  made,  and  that  the  oteA 
wonld  accordingly  proceed  to  the  calL 

The  call  was  accordingly  made,  when  it  ap* 
peared  that  92  members  were  present,  whicn, 
with  18  meml>erB  absent  on  leave,  and  I  sick, 
made  np  the  whole  nnmber  of  members,* 

^wiiioital  Army, 

The  hill  authoriiing  the  FsBBiDxirr  of  thi 
Ukttxd  States  to  rtuse  a  Provisional  Army, 
was  read  the  third  time;  when 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  to  postpone  tiie  qnes- 
tion  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  till  Tnesdt^  next 
Information  had  been  received  from  Enrope, 
and  was  ent^^  on  the  Coffee-House  books  of 
this  city,  that  onr  Oommissioners  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Eiecative  Directoi^ ;  and  that 
the  persons  who  had  held  anthonzed  oonver- 
sations  with  them  on  the  snly'ect  of  bribes,  Sec, 
were  imprisoned.  He  conld  not  say  that  this 
information  was  tme ;  bnt,  if  it  were,  onr  dif- 
ferences with  the  French  Republic  may  probably 
be  amicably  accommodated,  and  there  may  be 
no  necessity  to  pass  this  bill  at  all.  He  hoped, 
therefore^  tiie  postponement  would  take  place. 

Mr.  Sewall  should  be  sorry  if  a  motion  of 
this  kind  were  to  receive  any  attention  from 
the  House.    If  negotiations  were  opened  with 


•  Tha  an  wu  nudo  with  s  Tlew 
ProTlalimi]  Aimj  BlU,  ud  IhB  wiy 
«or«  ucoDDlad  for— dd*  ilck  ud  I 
talgUjr  endlUbla  to  the  membcri. 


iM  flna]  Tol«  DO  the 


db,Google 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THE 


'«-] 


DUt,  17% 


tbe  Freuoh  Bepablio,  thej  might  not  very  soon 
be  concinded.  What  appearance  would  it  have 
to  the  nationa  of  Europe,  if,  aAar  All  the  msnlta 
and  i^jnriM  we  have  received  from  the  French 
fiepnblio,  the  moment  Cosgresa  heard  in  an  in- 
direct, nncertain  way,  that  t)iej  had  deigned  to 
receive  onr  Miniatera,  the;  atopped  their  pro- 
ceedings  in  all  measureB  of  defence.  A  more 
an&vorable  appearance,  in  hU  opinion,  conld 
not  take  place.  It  oo^t  to  be  recollected  that 
the  arm;  propoeed  to  be  raised  was  a  proviaional 
armj,  and  would  not  be  r^aed,  if  &e  contin- 
gencies therein  named,  did  not  take  place. 

The  question  for  a  poatpcokement  vaa  pat  and 
ncMtived ;  there  being  onl;  26  vot«a  for  it. 

The  qneetion  on  the  paimog  of  tlie  bill  waa 
Uien  taken,  and  stood— yeoi  61,  nayi  40,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

TBAB^-Jfdm  AUbd,  G«i>rga  Beer,  jr.,  B^]^  Bart- 
lett,  Jamei  A.  Bejsrd,  David  Brooka,  St^ben  Bnlloak, 
Qirittophw  G.  Chuipliii,  Jolm  Cb^iman,  Jaihiu 
C(dt,  William  Cr^  Samuel  W.  Dodb,  John  Demiia, 
George  Dent,  Williun  Edmwii  Thomai  EvaiM,  Abiel 
Poster,  Dwiglit  Foster,  Jouthao  Freeman,  Henij 
Glenn,  Cbamicey  Goodrioli,  Roger  GriawcJd,  William 
Ban;  Grave,  J^m  A.  Huma,  Bobert  Goodloe  Har- 
per, Tbomu  Hartley,  Williani  madmui,  Heiekiah 
L.  Hoimer,  Jamea  H.  Imlav,  John  Wilkaa  Klttera, 
Samuel  Lyman,  Jamea  Maeliir,  WiHiaiii  Hatthewa, 
John  MDledgB,  Danisl  Horgao,  Lewii  R.  Horria, 
HarriioD  G.  Otla,  Joaiah  Parker,  Jotm  Read,  John 
RutledgBi  jr.,  Jamei  Sehnremoii,  Samnel  Bewail, 
William  Sbepard,  Tbemaa  Simuckaon,  Samnel  Sit- 
greavea,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Tbatclier,  Uark 
Thonuoo,  Thomas  Tillindiut,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Peleg  Wadiworth,  and  John  WnUami. 

NaT!.— Abraham  Baldwin,  Da*id  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thmoa  Bhnnt,  Kehard  Brent,  Nathan 
Brran,  Dempiey  Bnrge^  Tbomaa  Claiborne,  William 
Charie*  Cole  Clmibonw,  John  Cloplon,  Thonuu  T. 
Davia,  John  DBwa<ni,  Loou  Eimeodonth,  William 
Fladlay,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gailathi,  Jamea  Gillev 

r  Andrew  On^,  Carter  B.  Hanieon,  Jonathan 
Haven%  Joae^  Heiiter,  David  Holmea,  Walter 
Jonei,  Matthew  Loc^  Hattbew  L^on,  Xathauiel 
Haoon,  Blur  HcGenachan,  JoiejA  McDowell,  An- 
thonif  New,  niompean  J.  Skinner,  William  SnJth, 
Kiebard  Sprigs,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Tbomaa  Smn- 
Mr,AbramT^^,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortluidt, 
Joeepb  B.  Vamnm,  Abraham  Tenable,  and  Robert 
WQliania. 

UoRDAT,  Uaf  21. 
FramU  to  MinUten. 
ICr.  BATaoD  said,  he  bad  a  resolution  to  offer 
to  tbe  House,  which  he  trnst^d  woold  meet 
vritb  no  oppoMtion  fhnn  any  qnart«r.  It  was 
intended  solely  to  explain  tne  groonda  npon 
wluch  the  Hoose  proceeded  when  they  refnsed 
tu  oonsent  tbat  Mr.  Finckney  shonld  receive 
the  preaenta  nsnaUy  made  by  foreign  Goorts  to 
MinuttArs  npoD  taking  leave,  and  which  bad 
been  offerea  to  him  bj  the  Courts  of  London 
and  Uadrid.  He  had  pnrpoacly  avoided  in  tbe 
reeolntion  any  eipreesion  of  approbation  of  the 
cottdnct  of  Mr.  Piockuej  during  his  misaous, 
beoaose  be  perfbotly  knew  that  no  approbation 


of  that  Hoose  conld  add  to  die  high  aeose  th« 
people  of  tbe  United  States  already  entertaiDed 
of  the  integrity  and  talenta  of  that  geutlenuin; 
and  because  it  did  not  belong  to  the  occa^on  for 
the  House  to  expreae  any  opinion  as  to  tbe  cod- 
dnct  of  the  gentleman  doring  the  time  he  iras 
employed  abroad.  That  the  design  of  the  resola- 
tion  he  had  to  snbmit,  was  Nmply  to  negative 
on  implication  which  poaaibly  might  lie  made, 
that,  as  the  coostitntion  certainly  did  cMilem- 
plate  cases  in  wbioh  Miniaters  might  be  allowed 
to  receive  presents,  the  Honse  were  indaced, 
by  reasons  connected  with  the  conduct  of  Ibis 
gentleman,  to  retiue  the  liberty  to  accept  the 
preevnta;  whereas  be  vaa  perfectly  satisfied, 
from  tbe  declarations  of  gentiemen  who  opposed 
the  permianon,  who  had  all  taken  occasion  to 
testify  mnoh  esteem  for  the  character  and  en- 
tire approtrntion  of  tbeoondnct  of  Mr.  Fincknsy 
while  in  office,  that  their  opposition  arose  from 
piindplee  of  geaersl  policy,  which  led  thein  to 
think  that,  in  no  case  ahonld  preaents  be  allow- 
ed to  be  received.  Saj,  they  had  a^d,  that  the 
parity  of  this  gentleman's  character,  and  tbe  im- 
portanoeofhis  services,  fnnlshedabappy  opnor- 
tnnityof  eetabliahiugan  invariable  rrue  preuod- 
ing  tne  aooeptanoe  of  these  preeenta,  which  oe 
merit  hereafter  ahonld  induce  the  Hoose  lodepart 
from.  The  sabject,  howevw,  was  of  so  d^cate 
and  tender  a  natnre,  that  he  conceived  it  a  piece 
of  Justice  on  the  part  of  tbe  Honse  to  state  ei- 
plidUy  tbe  gronnds  npon  wliich  their  demm 
waa  made,  in  order  to  preclode  the  poeabiliiy 
of  any  mistake  as  to  their  motives.  He  shoold 
rely,  therefore,  wiUi  perfect  confidence,  that 
the  following  reeolntion  wotild  be  onanimooelf 
adopted : 

Aoajpsi;  That  this  Howe,  in  reniiing  to  alio* 
Tbanaa  Pinekney,  late  Minister  at  die  CotDt  of  Ltn- 
don,  and  Envoy  Extrmoidinary  to  dke  Court  of  Mid- 
rid,  to  receive  the  ^wenti  uoally  made  by  tbi  Hid 
CODria  to  foreiga  Umiaten  on  taung  leave,  wen  b- 
dnced  to  socb  reftual  toiely  by  motives  of  pi^ 
f^cy,  and  not  by  any  view  personal  to  tbe  wa 
Thomai  Pmoknoy. 

Mr.  Obuwold  moved  the  postpcmement  of 
this  resolution  till  to-morrow. 

The  question  on  poatponenuut  was  pnt  aw 
neratived — 11  to  M. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolntioo 
tiien  reoorred — 

Mr.  Sbwall  bad  some  donbta  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  detam^nation  ef  the  general  qw»- 
tion,  as  be  believed,  by  that  det«rmination,  tb* 
House  had  parted  witii  an  advantage  [dsced  ia 
them  by  tbe  constitution.  H«  thona^  tbe  best 
way  of  settling  this  bnMnees  would  be  to  re«»- 
•ider  that  question.  He  knew  one  g«illeo>^ 
who  had  votod  npon  it  throogh  miMake,  and 
there  might  be  several  others  in  tbe  aaate  ntoa- 

The  question  on  agredng  to  the  reeohitim 
was  put  and  carried  nnanimonaly. 
Jfatwaliaition  Law. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbwall,  the  House  wen 
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into  R  Gomnuttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sup- 
plementary h>,  and  to  amend  the  act  to  eetab- 
Hsh  an  omform  role  of  nftturalization,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  anb- 
jert. 

Mr.  6KW1.LL  moved  to  flll  the  blank  ipeclfy- 
ing  the  length  of  time  necessaiy  for  an  alien  to 
give  notice  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen, 
before  he  can  he  admitted,  with  "five  jeara.'' 

lie  blank  dedaring  the  length  of  time  neoes- 
caiy  for  an  alien  to  reside  here  before  he  can 
be  admitted  a  dtiien,  Mr.  8.  moved  to  flll  with 
"  fborteen  jears," 

Ur.  MoDowELL  hoped  this  blank  woald  not 
be  fiDed  with  so  long  a  time.  The  reaideace 
now  required  from  foreigners  before  they  can 
become  dtizena  is  five  years.  He  would  not 
object  to  an  Increase  of  the  length  of  this  term 
to  seven  yesra ;  or,  if  the  oomniittee  thonght 
lune  better,  he  woold  not  object  to  it.  He  did 
not  wish  to  discourage  aa  emigration  to  this 
conntn'  of  respectable  foreigners,  bv  barring 
them  from  the  rights  of  citizenship.  The  policj 
of  this  conntry  bad  always  been  different,  and 
be  ^d  not  wish  entirely  to  change  it  When 
peraons  come  here  from  foreign  conntries,  it 
itaa  oar  interest  to  attach  them  to  ns,  and  not 
always  to  look  npon  them  as  aliens  and  stran- 

The  qnestlon  for  filling  the  blank  with  "four- 
teen," was  put  and  carried — 11  to  40. 

Mr.  SswAU.  moved  a  clause  providing  that  no 
alien  who  cornea  from  a  country  at  war  with 
Bs,  shall  be  admitted  to  dtizenship  wUle  racb 
war  eontlnuefl.    Agreed  to. 

Hr.  GuxATDT  wished  to  know  whether  the 
provisions  of  this  act  are  intended  to  extend 
pawns  who  were  in  this  conntry  previous 
tlie  passing  of  the  law  of  Jannarv,  1TB5,  which 
requires  a  reridence  of  five  years  before  an  alien 
can  become  a  citizeq,  but  who  have  neglected 
to  become  citizens,  as  well  as  to  all  those  aliens 
who  have  come  to  the  conntry  since  Jannary, 
I79G;  although  they  may  have  made  the  de- 
dsration  by  that  law  reqmred  three  years  be- 
fore they  can  beoome  so,  of  their  intentiou  of 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The 
law  of  January  1796,  had  made  an  excej 
m  favor  of  all  aliens  then  in  the  conntry. 

As  the  toll  stands  at  present,  Ur.  Q.  stdd,  it 
vonld  htve  a  retroepective  effect  on  three  de- 
acriptions  of  persons,  viz!  alt  those  aliens  who 
were  in  this  conntry  prior  to  tlie  adoption  of 
the  preaent  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  were  not  naturalized  under  the'  State 
law8  before  the  act  of  1700 ;  in  the  next  place, 
it  affects  tS  those  who,  under  the  law  of  1790, 
ndgfat  have  been  nataridized,  and  all  those  who, 
under  the  law  of  1796,  miglit  hereafter  be  na- 
tnralized,  provided  they  have  made  the  neces- 
nry  declaration  of  their  intontiou  of  becoming 
ritizens.  From  the  year  1790.  many  persona, 
*ith  a  view  of  making  tbemselvea  citizens  of 
tloa  country  aa  soon  as  the  law  would  allow 
Omu,  have  rcooimoed  their  allegianoe  to  the 


countries  from  whence  they  came,  and  If  thia 
bill  passes  in  its  present  form,  they  will  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  to  come  be  without  dtizenship 
in  any  conntir.  He  bopied,  therefore,  some  ex- 
ception would  be  made  m  favor  of  the  descrip- 
tions of  persons  which  he  had  named. 

One  reason  whioh  led  him  to  mention  thia 
circnmstonoe  was,  that  there  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
many  tn  the  district  frara  whence  he  came,  wh(^ 
thoQ^  they  are  not  citizens  of  the  Onited 
States,  really  believe  they  are.  This  mistake 
has  arisen  ftom  (an  error  common  to  most  ot 
the  districts  of  the  Umted  States}  a  belief  that 
an  alien's  being  natomlized  by  wa  laws  of  a 
State  Government,  since  the  act  of  1790,  made 
him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The  Mayor 
of  Fhiladelphia,  till  the  year  1T95,  admitted 
citizens  andor  the  State  law,  who  afterwords 
considered  themselvee  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  He  always  thonght  diat  oonstrnotion 
to  be  wrong — Congresa  having  the  power  to 
pass,  and  having  passed  an  uniform  naturalisa- 
tion law,  which.  In  his  opinion,  excluded  the 
idea  of  admission  to  <dtizenship  on  different 
terms  by  the  individnal  States.  Bnt  be  knew 
the  contrary  opinion  till  lately  generally  pre- 
vailed. Indeed,  he  knew  that  at  the  late  deo- 
tjon  in  this  city,  the  votes  of  respectable  mer- 
chants, who  bad  obtained  American  renters 
for  their  vessels,  on  a  presumption  of  their  be- 
ing citizens,  were  refused  on  this  ground.  The 
same  mistake  had  extended  to  other  parts  of 
the  Union.  It  may  be  said  that,  since  the  year 
I79S,  titese  persons  might  have  gone  to  any  of 
the  ootuts  and  have  become  citizens.  In  thii 
city,  and  in  others^  he  supposed  persons  had 
generally  done  so;  bnt  where  people  are  two 
or  three  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  BMm,  they  had  not 
always  an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  especially  on 
account  of  a  constmction  of  the  act  of  1796, 
which  bad  prevailed  in  some  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  which  made  it  donbtfhl  whether 
any  ooart  in  the  State  out  of  the  city,  could  ad- 
minister the  oath  of  oiti^enahtp.  Mr.  O.  sop- 
posed  that  since  the  year  1790,  from  ten  to 
fifteen  thousand  emigrants  bad  come  into  tlie 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  two-thirds  of  whom 
believed,  till  lately,  that  they  were  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  from  their  haviuK  been  na- 
turalized by  the  laws  of  that  State.  It  haa  now 
been  discovered  that  they  are  not  citizens ;  bnt 
since  that  discovery  was  made,  they  have  not 
had  an  opportlinity  of  being  admitted  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  the  United  States.  If  some 
limited  period  was  g^ven  to  these  persons  to 
come  forward  to  be  naturalized,  and  they  did 
not  become  citizens  in  that  time,  he  should  be 
willing  to  exclude  them.  He  thought,  Indeed, 
.provision  should  be  made  for  all  these  persons, 
but  be  would  not  move  any  amendment  until 
he  had  heard  the  opinion  of  the  committee  im 
the  subject.  The  amendment  Jnst  adopted,  for 
excluding  their  enemies  from  oitiKenship,  wonld 
do  away  any  ol^eotion  whioh  oonld  be  nrged 
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■gaiiut  a  pravirion  of  thU  Mod.  Indeed,  the 
persons  he  allnded  to  g«inerallj  came  from  the 
territories  of  the  King  of  Great  Brit^,  and 
three-fbnrths  of  them  from  Ireland, 

Ur.  BiWAix  said,  thia  aiibject  was  before  the 
■eleot  committee,  anil  it  was  the  opinion  of  a 
m^oritf  of  that  committee  that  no  eiceptioD 
OQght  to  he  made,  but  that  the  bill  should  pass 
in  its  nresent  form.  His  own  sentiments  were 
decideolj  against  any  alteratioa.  As  to  the 
Irishmen  whom  the  gentlem&n  from  Fenns;!- 
vania  has  mentioned,  as  thej  have  neglected  to 
avail  themselTcB  of  the  privilege  of  becoming 
citizens,  ^  sappoeed  they  did  not  place  any 
high  valne  apon  it  Thej  are  now  permitted 
t«  hold  lands ;  and  from  &e  present  distracted 
State  of  the  country  from  whence  tbej  have 
emigrated,  he  did  not  tbink  it  would  be  prudent 
to  malce  uiem  eligible  to  hold  seats  in  the  Gov- 
omment  after  a  residence  of  five  jears.  He  be- 
lieved the  liberty  which  the  United  States  have 
given  in  this  respect  heretofore  has  been  nnei- 
ampled,  and  it  was  high  time  tbe  evils  which 
had  arisen  from  this  impmdent  liberality  ^ould 
be  remedied.  The  present  distracted  state  of 
tbe  world,  and  the  attempts  made  to  disturb 
other  governments,  showed  the  neceasitj  of  ' 
proposed  regnlations. 

Mr,  S.  did  not  consider  the  persons  who  had 
been  mentioned  as  laboring  nnder  any  disadvan- 
tages. Considering  what  they  have  left,  and 
what  they  receive  here,  their  sitnatinn  is  vastly 
improved  by  the  change  which  they  have  made, 
without  giving  them  any  obanoe  of  becoming 
members  of  pnr  government,  for  they  would 
have  had  tittle  chanoe  of  becoming  members  of 
the  government  whidi  they  have  left.  He  did 
not  suppose  they  came  here  with  a  view  of 
getlJng  into  tbe  government,  hat  to  acquire 
property,  and  to  eqjoy  peace  and  happiness,  and 
this  they  might  do  independent  of  oitizeushlp. 
As  he  saw  no  good,  therefore,  to  be  derived  to 
tbe  country  from  admitting  these  persons 
oitdzenship,  bnt  much  danger,  be  hoped  the  1 
would  be  agreed  to  as  reported. 

Mr.  Gau^attk  B«d,  if  the  bill  was  proooeded 
with,  he  would  prepare  an  amendment  in  favor 
of  those  olassea  of  persons  he  had  mentioned. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  proceeded  with , 
and  coming  to  the  fifth  section,  where  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  if  an  alien  shall  continue  to  reside 
here,  and  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  a  re- 
port of  his  residence,  and  receive  a  certificate 
thereof^  he  shall  forfeit  two  dollars,  and  thall  be 
liabU  to  bt  arretted  lu  a  tutpeeUd  pwton — 

Mr.  GALLATrif  moved  to  strike  ont  the  words 
printed  in  italia    It  was  snffident,  he  sud,  that 
each  a  person  should  pay  a  6ne.    It  was  a  new 
thing  to  punish  a  man  by  imprisonment, 
for  dolinqnency,  bnt  because  be  was  sospec 
A  conduct  of  this  kind  had  been  higlily  i. 
demned  in  another  conntry,  and  he  hoped  it 
wonld  not  be  adopted  here. 

Mr.  Sew  ALL  said,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 

,    oommittee  to  show  the  nature  of  the  ofience  of 

omitting  to  make  tli«  proper  report;  to  ^ow 


that  BQch  omission  woold  lay  the  dtizeos  oudet 
the  snspidon  of  Dot  acting  openly  and  ou- 
didlv. 

iir.  BrniBEATu  remarked,  that  if  his  eel- 
leagae'e  olyecUon  only  went  to  the  worda  "sds- 
peoted  person,"  his  motion  went  t«o  tu. 

The  question  was  pnt  and  negatived— 8T  U 
8S. 

Mr.  Gallatis  then  proposed  an  amendment 
to  the  following  effect : 

"  Provided  that  any  alian  who  wu  rwdsnt  wiftb 
(he  iimiti,  and  undgr  the  jurudiction  cf  tiia  UiiiUd 
States,  hefore  tbe  29th  of  Jumary,  1T95,  uid  uj 
■Jien  who  shall  have  made  >  deciiratjon  of  hia  intiii- 
tioD  of  becoming  a  ciliieii  of  the  United  Sutei,  b 
confonnity  to  the  proririoDs  of  an  set  eitabliihit^  * 
uniform  rale  of  natnrslixatioa,  passed  dq  that  Hj, 
may  be  admitted  to  beoame  citizeni  of  the  Uiiited 
State],  acootding  to  the  proridoiu  of  that  icl' 

Ur.  Graie  was  disposed  to  go  much  fiutber 
than  is  proposed  in  this  bill  in  restricting  alieaj 
frHjm  becoming  citizens  of  this  oonntiy.  He 
should  have  no  objection  to  say,  that  no  fw- 
eigner  coming  into  this  conntry  after  this  time, 
shall  ever  become  a  citizen ;  but  he  believed  if 
this  law  was  to  have  a  retrospective  operation 
on  all  those  foreigners  now  residing  within  the 
United  States,  who  have  neglected  to  becooM 
citizens,  it  would  be  vary  nnjnst.  There  was  t 
large  class  of  persons,  be  said,  in  the  ooDnlri 
from  which  he  came,  who  are  not  natnralLwa 
□uder  any  taw,  and  many  others  who  had  been 
naturalized  nnder  the  State  law;  abont  lbs 
legality  of  which,  ta  had  been  stated,  there  is 
much  donbt,  thongh  in  Maryland  and  Yii^nii 
foreigners  are  Btill  naturalized  by  the  8uia, 
notwithstanding  the  law  of  the  United  Siatee. 

In  deciding  apon  this  question,  Mr,  C.  sud, 
it  woold  not  be  proper  to  take  into  conadera- 
tion  emigrants  from  anv  particular  conntrj. 
Many  of  the  persons  heaUnded  to,  are  Germans, 
and  well  entitled  to  every  privilege  that  can  to 
given  them,  and  whose  neglect  to  become  riti- 
zens  was  probably  owing  to  tbeir  ignorance  of 
onr  language  and  laws.  lie  ahonld,  therefore, 
t«  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  eepecnally  as  &r 
as  it  respects  those  aliens  who  were  in  this 
conntry  before  the  year  1796. 

Mr.  Batabd  said,  thongh  foreigners  vtn 
prevented  from  becomtQg  citizens  of  the  United 
States  until  they  have  resided  fourteen  yean  in 
the  country,  in  many  of  the  States,  Uiey  its 
entitled  not  only  to  vote  fbr  filling  the  <^eet 
of  the  State  Governments,  bnt  also  for  filling 
those  of  the  United  States.  Therefore,  the  only 
privilege  which  they  are  denied,  is  the  capsaty 
of  becoming  members  of  the  Federal  Govern' 
ment ;  whi&  was  a  denial,  he  thought,  recom- 
mended by  Bonnd  policy.  And  he  did  not  ^e* 
why  tlie  restriction  should  not  ezt«nd  to  tlie 
aliens  now  within  tlie  United  Statee,  as  to  th«M 
who  shall  hereafter  come  here.  If  aliens  raid- 
ing here  had  any  right  to  etpect  an  exception. 
it  must  be  on  the  ground  of  compact.  He  did 
nut,  however,  consider  naturalization  lavs  in 
that  light.     Aliena  oaanot  be  oonudered  st 
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iBtmbers  of  the  society  of  the  TJqited  States; 
oar  IswB  are  passed  on  the  groontl  of  our  own 
poticj,  and  whatever  is  n'anted  to  aliens  is  a 
mere  niatt«r  of  favor ;  anu,  if  it  is  taken  away, 
(bey  hare  no  right  to  oomplain.  Every  princi- 
ple of  policy,  in  bis  opinion,  required  this  r^n- 
Ution  to  be  made  general ;  for  he  believed 
there  were  as  many  Jacobins  and  vagabonds 
come  into  the  Uoited  Btatee  during  the  last  two 
years,  as  may  come  for  ten  years  hence ;  so  tliat 
these  very  persons  against  whom  Itiis  law  was 
intended  to  operate,  will  Itecome  citizens,  and 
may  be  chosen  into  the  government.  He 
hopenl,  therefore,  the  amendment  woold  not  be 
adopted. 

With  respect  to  those  persons  who  have 
given  notice  of  their  intention  of  renooQcing 
their  allegiance  to  the  foreign  country  from 
whence  they  came  (for  they  do  not  actually  re- 
noonce  it  nntil  they  become  citizens)  it  can 
make  no  differenoe  to  them,  especially  those 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylra- 
tua,  becanse  it  Is  a  principle  of  the  British  law, 
that  British  subjects  have  not  a  right  to  alienate 
ttiemselves;  thev  cannot  renounce  their  aUe- 
panoe  to  the  Britiah  King.  No  objection, 
therefore,  conld  be  had  against  the  meamree 
being  general  on  that  gronnd. 

Kr.  Uacox  was  apprehensive  that  gontlemen 
b  their  zeal  to  get  at  partaonlar  persons,  will  go 
too  far  in  tiia  bnsineas.  He  agreed  with  them, 
that,  for  three  or  four  years  past,  people  of  all 
■orts  of  politics  had  come  to  this  conntry,  from 
the  highest  aristocnt  to  the  greatest  Jacobin ; 
and  he  donbted  not  that  persona  who  were 
ttrj  denrons  of  becoming  citizens,  or  who  had 
any  particnlar  end  to  answer  bv  it,  had  availed 
themselves  of  the  law.  Bnt  there  ore  persons 
Ib  distant  parts  of  the  Oontinent,  who  have 
never  yet  become  citizens,  perhaps  from  their 
not  bemg  in  the  way  of  going  through  the  cere- 
mony, and  becanse  they  nad  no  apprehension  of 
the  privilege  l>dng  taken  from  them.  Uany 
bad  also  omitted  to  do  It  from  an  Ignorance  of 
flor  langnage.  He  hoped,  therefore,  this  amend- 
ment womd  be  agreed  to.  If  persons  have 
given  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
teoa,  they  have  oompUed  in  part  with  the  laws; 
and  ha  did  not  think  it  wonld  be  right  to  pnt 
it  ont  of  tiieir  power  to  comply  with  the  ouier 
part. 

Mr.  SatwAU,  Mid.  this  amendment  would 
eonpreheod  those  aliens  who  have  come  here 
iince  the  vear  I79S,  thoogh  they  may  have 
made  no  aeclaration  of  their  intention  to  be- 
eome  citizens,  as  they  may  make  the  declaration 
before  the  law  paaea.  As  to  the  other  descrip- 
tion of  persons,  he  bad  not  the  same  objection 
to  Lhero.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  that  oar  regnlations  In  this  respect 
are  made  for  onr  own  convenience  and  safety, 
and  that  no  alien  has  a  right  to  complain,  if 
Ibaae  regnlatioDS  shonld  disappoint  his  eipecta- 
tkoa. 

l(r.  6itflK>ATK8  said,  this  was  either  a  qnes- 
tioD  of  right  or  expediency.    He  preenmed  no 


g.ntli^man  was  prepared  to  say  any  alien  had 
acquired  on  absolute  and  positive  right  in  this 
country  to  citizenship  at  any  particular  time. 
If  not,  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  expediency;  and, 
when  it  is  cimMdered  in  this  light,  there  can  be 
little  difEculty  in  seeing  the  dsjiger.and  disad- 
vantages which  wonld  arise  team  allowing 
foreigners  to  become  citizens,  as  beretolbre,  or 
as  proposed  by  the  present  amendment  They 
are  too  evident  to  be  enumerated. 

But  it  was  sappoaed  that  there  were  a  lar^ 
nnmber  of  individuals  in  this  country  entitled 
to  citizenship  by  the  law  of  1790,  bnt  who 
have,  nevertheless,  neglected  to  become  citi- 
zens. It  was  a  little  extraordinary,  he  said,  if 
tliis  were  so ;  that  persons  shonld  for  so  long  a 
time  have  neglected  to  embrace  a  right  which, 
it  is  now  represented,  it  would  be  doing  them 
great  ii^jnry  to  deprive  them  of.    As  to  those 

C^Tw^s  who  came  into  the  country  rince  the 
w  of  17S5,  be  saw  no  good  reason  for  making 
sn  exception  in  their  favor.  As  policy,  safety, 
and  security,  dictated  the  measnre,  be  hoped 
the  bill  wonld  l>e  passed  as  reported. 

Mr.  W.  Oluboknb  said  he  could  not  recon- 
<nle  it  to  his  feelings  to  vote  for  the  bill  without 
the  amendment  proposed  by  tlie  gentleman 
fkim  Pennsylvania,  becanse  it  would  be  doing 
a  nnmber  of  people  whom  he  represented  the 
greatest  Ixjustice,  Those  people,  oe  said,  were 
pecnliariy  rituated.  It  was  only  at  the  last 
winter  sesuon  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  was 
represented  on  this  floor;  and,  at  the  time  of 
passing  the  naturalizatiou  law,  the  people  of 
that  country  were  not  in  a  sitaatlon  to  reoeive 
information  of  what  was  done  in  CongreBB.  It 
need  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  therefore,  it, 
in  that  frontier  country,  there  are  many  persons 
aliens  who  did  not  t^e  advantage  of  the  law 
of  1790.  There  are  numbers  of  snob  who  have 
^ven  the  strongest  proob  of  attachment  to  the 
country;  they  have  fought  and  bled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  are  as  much 
wedded  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
aa  any  man  bom  on  American  soil.  If  this 
amendment  does  not  prevail,  It  will  affect  many 
valuable  citizens  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  who 
were  citizens  in  the  year  1796,  and  ten  years 
before  that  time.  These  persons  would  be  de- 
prived of  rights,  because  they  were  living  in  a 
country  in  which  there  was  no  post  roai^  and 
where,  of  course,  they  had  no  newspapers  to 
give  tbem  information  of  what  was  going  on  at 
the  seat  of  Government.  He  hoped,  Iher^ore, 
it  would  not  be  agreed  to, 

Ur.  J.  Williams  hoped  this  provision  wonld 
be  agreed  to.  'When  an  act  ts  passed,  good  rea- 
sons, be  said,  ought  to  be  given  b^ore  any 
change  takes  place.  Kony  persons  hod  come 
into  this  country  from  an  expectation  of  being 
naturalized  at  the  end  of  a  oertain  period ;  but, 
if  this  provision  is  not  agreed  to,  the  .system 
will  be  entirely  changed.  He  saw  no  difficulty 
which  could  arise  from  agreeing  to  this  provi- 
^on,  as  personvfrom  oonntries  at  war  with  this 
country  oould  not  be  made  oitizena  at  alL    He 
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knew  a  number  of  p«raonB  who  had  not  taken 
advantage  of  the  nataraliiation  law,  wbo  per- 
haps ore  as  good  men  as  any  in  the  United 
States.  It  waa  trne,  he  said,  that  bj  the  laws 
of  the  several  States  aliens  are  allowed  to  hold 
land;  bat  vhen  fordgners  come  here  to  reside, 
and  behave  well,  he  djd  not  see  whj  thej  ongbt 
to  be  prevented  from  beooming  cftizens.  They 
oontributa  their  share  of  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment, and  it  was  an  acknowledged  principle 
that  representation  and  taxation  ooght  to  go 
together;  which  would  not  be  the  cats  if  the 
bill  was  paawd  withont  this  amendment 

The  qnestlon  was  pnt  and  carried,  there  be- 
ingtiS  votes  for  iL 

.  The  oommitt«e  then  rose,  and  the  Hoose  pro- 
ceeded to  take  Qp  the  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  Ur,  Gai.latib'  oomting 
again  nnder  condderation, 

Ur.  Corr  hap«d  that  part  of  the  danse  would 
be  disagreed  to  which  embraces  persons  who 
were  in  this  oonntrr  befiire  the  year  1T9S,  bnt 
who  had  never  abovn  any  disposition  to  become 
citizens.  Those  who  came  since,  and  had  given 
notice  of  their  intention  of  becoming  oitizens, 
stand  on  very  different  groond.  He  sbonld 
have  DO  objection  to  the  latter  b«ng  accepted, 
in  the  way  proposed,  but  not  the  former. 

After  a  few  obeervations  on  this  amendment, 
it  was  negatived — (9  to  83. 

Ifr.  SiTSBEATSs  proposed  an  amendment 
limiting  the  time  witnin  which  aliens,  inclnded 
in  Mr.  Gau^aitn's  proposition,  skonld  be  per- 
mitted to  avail  themselves  of  the  exception  in 
their  iavor,  viz ;  those  wbo  were  in  this  oonntry 
before  the  year  1T9S,  within  one  year  after  the 
pasun^  of  this  act;  and  those  who  have  come 
here  smoe,  and  given  notice  of  their  intention 
to  become  dtizen^  within  four  years  from  the 
time  of  Bucb  notice  having  been  given. 

The  qoeetion  was  first  pnt  on  Uie  former  part 
of  the  amendment. 

Ur.  T.  OumoRSB  did  not  wish  to  pnnish 
men  for  not  being  bom  here,  bnt  to  poni^  both 
nativet  and  for^ccn  when  gnilty.  He  hoped 
two  yean  wonla  be  allowed  instead  of  one. 

The  qnestion  on  two  years  was  pnt  and  ne- 
gatived—-81  to  80.  It  waa  then  pnt  on  one, 
and  carried— £7  votes  bdng  for  it. 

The  qneetion  on  the  aeocMid  part  of  the  amend- 
ment WOB  then  pot. 

Ifr.  Vasntth  said,  the  impnlse  of  the  moment 
led  membera  to  believe  that  these  restrictions 
npon  foreigners  were  necessary.  He  thonght 
there  was  no  neoeeeity  for  any  raeaenree  being 
taken  with  respect  to  fareign^H,  except  snch  as 
bdong  to  the  nation  with  whom  we  eicpect  ' 
be  at  war ;  yet,  he  had  no  p&rticnlar  objecti 
to  restrictions  being  made  with  respect  to  ench 
ibreignen  as  shall  hereafter  come  to  this  conn- 
try  ;  oat,  having  heretofore  held  ont  indnce- 
ments  to  foreignera  to  come  to  this  conn^, 
and  when  they  are  come,  with  an  expectation 
of  becoming  entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizens  in 
a  cert^  tune,  ha  wonld  not  dl»4>p(»nt  those 
expectations. 


w«» [Mat,  17W. 

Mr.  T.  Claibobne  said,  this  was  a  very  im- 
portant bill,  and  be  should  wish  a  little  more 
time  to  consider  cm  it ;  he  therefore  moved  an 
a^JoommenL 

The  motion  was  pnt  and  negatived,  lliere  be- 
ing only  16  votes  for  it. 

Mr,  EiTOKXATza  s^d,  the  observation  of  tlie 
gentleman  from  Hassacbosetta  conld  only  be 
applicable  when  the  principle  of  the  bill  wu 
nnder  consideration;  whereas,  the  present  pro- 
position only  went  to  limit  the  period  wilhia 
which  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  indnl- 
gence  OTopoeed  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  \AKtnjit  moved  a  division  of  the  amend- 

ent,^md  proposed  to  allow  till  the  let  of  Sep- 
tember Jiext  for  persons  to  make  a  declaration 
of  their  ^tention  to  become  cSliieos. 

This  motion  was  not  seconded;  and  tbe  qnes- 
tion on  the  tcendment  waa  pnt  and  carried— 
4T  to  81. 

The  bill  waa  tban  ordered  to  be  read  a  tlurd 
time  to-morrow. 

TcsBDAT,  May  22. 
Alien  £n«mitt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SSwall,  the  Hoose  went 
into  a  Oommittoe  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  re- 
specting alien  enemies,  Mr.  Dert  in  Qie  (3ait; 
when  ma  bill  was  read  as  follows ; 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  eaaettd,  fv^  That  wfaenerer  Ibtn 
ihall  be  a  declared  wu  between  the  United  Stalet 
and  uiy  foreign  nidoQ  or  gonmment,  or  uij  inn- 
■ion,  or  predatory  incnrrion,  diall  be  peipstrstei,  tt- 
tempUd,  or  threatened,  igBiDit  tho  teniCDiy  of  Iba 
United  Ststei,  by  any  roieigD  natioa  or  gorernmeiil, 
snd  the  PiiE8ii>aNT  OF  raa  Uritkd  Statbb  diaOmtk* 
pablio  ptoclamction  of  the  orent,  all  nrntivei,  doii- 
EBiu,  citinni,  or  nbjeota  of  tbe  hoatile  nation  or 
government,  being  mmlei  of  the  age  of  iborteen  jtaxt 
and  cpwardi,  who  ihsU  be  wilMn  tbe  United  SlitM, 
uid  not  BCtually  naturaliied,  ihaU  be  liabla  tolaip- 
prebended,  reitraioed,  tscnicd,  and  removed,  u  *lwa 
enemiea;  and  shall  be  further  (Dbjeot,  widi  tbdr 
goodi  and  effects,  to  a  jnit  retaliatioa  of  any  onnvul 
MTeritles,  rsatninta,  and  confiacationi,  irUeh  iliill 
be  mSlati  by  tbe  citiisu  of  tbe  United  Statea,  ra^ 
dent  within  the  territory  of  the  hostile  natkBocgn- 
sromeDt,  and  inflicted  1^  their  antborily,  pievioDi  ti^ 
or  at  the  oominenoemsnt  of)  any  war  or  nqMn  •• 
■fill  nia  ill,  onder  color  or  pretence  theresd  And  lb* 
PammEmorTHBUiRTaDSTAT^sbal]  be, and  bate 
hereby,  aothoriied,  in  any  cveal  aa  a&oMaid,  I?  U* 
proclamation  dierso^  or  other  piil>lie  aot,  todiiert 
the  conduct  to  be  observed,  on  tbe  pait  of  the  UniM 
Statea,  towaidi  the  aliens  wlio  shaQ  baeooM  liable  u 
aforeeaid;  the  mannsr  and  degrea  of  the  nstniid  lo 
which  tbey  shall  be  mbjaet,  and  in  what  cam  and 
upon  what  security  their  residenoe  shall  be  Bwniit- 
ted,  and  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  lho«  who,  a* 
being  pumitted  to  itdit  within  tbe  United  StUei, 
diall  reiiise  or  select  to  depart  tberefrcnn,  and  to 
ertabUsh  any  other  lunhHoDt  whkh  shall  b«  limad 
neeessaiy  in  die  pienJ**^  and  for  the  paUk  saA^ 
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A  dun  Mb*  diugaabla  with  aataal  hoatUitj, 
tb  tint  fir  th«  diipowl  of  hii  effMi,  and  Iili  le- 
ami  liram  tbs  cnmti7,  irhkh  an;  trea^  with  hli 
nMin  mijitipukts ;  uid  the  tlurd  commiu  the 
KmiiiD  cf  die  let  in  Kd>tii»i  to  all  penoni  oampre- 
ioM  u  tbe  PsniDEin'a  Preclunation,  and  to  all 
ifai  ibtD  haibnr  Hum,  to  all  tha  judicial  and  miiiia- 
Wiil  cOccn  of  tbB  Federal   and  State  Gorsni- 

Tlte  two  first  sections  liaving  been  read,  with- 
out motioD  for  amendmeiit, 
Mr.  Lios  iiioT«d  fa)  strike  ont  the  worf 
hubor,"  in  the  third  Mction,  which  woe  ne^ 

Mr.  Miam  thongbt  the  third  »eotion  gan 
lie  Pusatm  a  very  extraordinary  power ;  it 
vmtd  that,  his  proclamatioi],  in  sU  oasea,  wm 
lo  be  considered  aa  law.  He  wished  the  chair- 
Maof  the  oominittee,  who  reported  the  biU, 
lo  pvB  some  informaSon  on  the  snl^ect. 

Itr,  Siwiu.  eaid,  the  gentleman  from  North 
i*rolini  «eemed  to  snppoae  that  this  was  a 
feuni  power  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Pbm- 
Mn,  whereas  his  power  is  oon&ied  by  the 
mt  xeOm  of  the  bill  This  power,  Mr.  8. 
«!,  must  be  placed  somewhere,  and  he  bo- 
totditconldnot  be  better  placed  than  in  the 
Ptitasn. 

It.  Lror  saw  no  gnmnd  for  the  first  section 
«1M  Mi,  eioept  it  was  to  restrwn  the  proper- 
Trf •hans  to  make  satia&ction  for  the  in]aries 
ami  to  our  own  dtizens;  nor  shonld  he  be 
■j™*  to  give  a  power  to  the  PnEsiDEin' 
Wiich  mi^t  enable  him  to  distress  innocent 
jwwBg.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  strike  ont 
Ita  trofda  "or  threatened,"  in  tiie  first  section, 
«  M  ocmadered  tb«ee  words  too  vagne  to  an- 
wmie  the  exerciae  of  so  great  a  power  as  was 
bmgiTen. 

lb.  Uuos  aeocwded  the  motion. 
^n»  question  waa  pnt  and  negatired,  44  to 

^fe  H«p«  moTed  to  strike  ont  the  words 
pfMttory  inonrtson,"  in  the  first  section.  The 
powff,  he  Mid,  was  a  very  eitensive  one,  and 
w  am  not  tiunk  it  onght  to  be  given  except  in 
*M  of  Krions  attack ;  bnt,  after  a  few  words 
n  oppostion  to  it  by  Mr.  Sbwalt,  and  in  fevor 
«  «  W  Mr.  MoDowBij.,  he  withdrew  his  mo- 
°ra.  tUeging  that  be  hod  not  riditly  nndovtood 
MtectiMi. 

Vr  BiTABD  sajd,  the  last  section  of  this  bill 
"Msined  a  iwindple  oontrary  to  «U  onr  maxima 
M  Janspradenco,  viz:  to  provide  nnnishment 
wsoime  by  a  law  to  be  passed  after  the  ihot 
« cwnnntted.  Whether  the  crime  to  be  pnn- 
■««1  «  to  amoont  to  treason^  mi«»ision  of 
■fwon,  or  be  wily  a  misdemeanor,  la  left  nn- 
fWMa.  It  was  his  opinion  that  laws  oonld  not 
l»i.»  definite;  bat  it  wonld  be  hnpoadblein 
^c«ie  for  the  person  oommittad  to  know 
•«it  cnine  be  had  oommitted.  or  to  what  pnn- 
««»«t  hewas  liable.  In  order  to  get  rid  of 
aaifficoky.he  ntoved  to  strike  ont  aU  the 


words  after  the  w(»d  "afbree^d,"  at  the  eon- 
clnsion  of  the  last  section,  and  to  insert  in  lien 
thereof  the  following  words,  viz:  "shall  be 
gnilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding dollm,  and  be  imprison- 
ed not  exceeding months." 

Mr.  Sewau,  acknowledged  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  nncertiunty  in  that  nan  of  the  bill  mov- 
ed to  be  stmck  ont ;  bnt  the  select  committee 
did  not  see  any  way  of  remedying  the  evil  with- 
ont  making  the  law  too  mild  in  its  operation. 
la  some  cases,  the  offence  wonld,  amonnt  to 
high  treason,  the  pnutshraent  for  which  is 
death ;  In  others,  to  misprifflon  of  treason,  the 
punishment  for  whioh  is  Imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  years,  and  a  fine  not  exceeding 
one  thonsand  dollar*.  Ab  the  offenoe  might, 
therefore,  sometimes  amcnnt  to  hi^  treason, 
there  wonld  be  an  impropriety  in  making  it 
nnijbrmly  a  misdemeanor. 

If  an  alien  should  hare  resided  here  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  he  shonld  tnm  ont  to 
have  been  a  spy,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  shonld  have  harbored  and  concealed  the 
sud  alien,  knowing  him  to  have  been  a  spy,  he 
wonld  be  oharBeable  with  high  treason  for  aid- 
ing and  abetting  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  within  its  territory,  or  at  least  a  mispri- 
"on  of  treason. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  waa  mis- 
taken in  his  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  try  an 
offbnder  by  a  law  nassed  after  the  ofifence  was 
committed.  By  tne  eipresdon,  "as  by  law 
is  or  shall  be  declared,"  was  only  meant  sncb 
law  as  should  he  passed  between  the  present 
time  and  the  time  of  committing  any  oSence^ 

The  qneetion  on  this  amendment  was  pot  and 
carried,  44  to  Sfl. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Batabd,  the  blank  for  con- 
t^ningthe  amonnt  of  the  penalty,  In  the  amend- 
ment Jnst  carried,  waa  filled  with  one  thousand 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  amend- 
ments ;  which  having  been  agreed  to, 

Mr,  DsHT  moved  to  strike  oat  the  word 
"monthsj"  in  Mr.  BATinn'e  amendment,  in 
order  to  insert  **  seven  years," 

Mr.  N.  SiOTH  hoped  this  amendment  wonld 
not  be  agreed  to.  He  believed  the  penalty 
"light,  in  some  cases,  be  too  severe,  and  in  oth- 

■s  by  far  too  mild.  He  thonght  the  bill  stood 
well  aa  it  was.  He  did  not  think  there  waa 
any  uncertainty  in  it  bnt  what  arose  from  the 
differ^t  species  of  offence  whioh  were  com- 
prised within  this  provision — for  a  person  un- 
der it  roight  be  gnilty  of  the  highest  crime,  or 
of  no  crime  at  all,  according  to  the  circnristancea 
of  the  case.  This  being  the  condition  of  things^ 
to  make  an  nniform  panlshment  for  all  cases, 
whether,  highly  crimuial,  or  no  crime  at  all, 
cannot  be  proper. 

The  bill  as  it  stands,  without  the  amendment, 
provides  that  offenders  shall  be  imprisoned  and 
nnnished  according  to  the  law  which  is  or  shall 
be  made,  (before  £be  offence  is  committed,)  and 
he  Qioa^t  thb  waa  the  proper  footLng,  aa  the 
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pQDialimont  would  then  be  apportioned  accord- 
ihk  to  the  oficcce. 

lit.  Batabd  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to.  lie  did  not  know  that  a  greater  mis- 
fortuno  m>dM  happen  to  noy  man  tuan  to  live 
in  a  country  where  the  laws  are  to  indefinite 
that  a  person  cannot  ascertdn  when  he  com- 
mits an  ofi'ence,~or  what  is  the  penalt;  of  an 
offuuco  n-hen  it  is  conimitt«d.  Tha  gentlemen 
from  Mossacbasetts  and  Connecticut  tell  the 
Hoose  about  the  aggravation  of  the  offence. 
What  was  the  aggravation  tliej  allude  to  they 
hare  not  stated,  and  no  gentleman  could  form 
an  opinion  npon  the  subject.  Tlie  fnot  waa  of 
a  definitii  nature,  and  a  definite  punishment 
ought  to  be  made  for  it.  Wliat  is  the  fact  ?  It 
is  the  harboring  and  concealing  of  an  alien  ene- 
my after  the  proclamation  of  the  Pbesiobht. 
Gentlemen  sajr  this  offence  may  amonnt  to 
treason,  misprison  of  treason,  or  other  offence. 
If  tlie  offence  coold  amount  to  treason,  he  own- 
,  ed  he  did  not  nuderstand  the  bill,  because  tlie 
crime  of  treason  is  defined  by  the  constitution, 
and  conld  not  bo  varied  h  j  any  law  of  Congress. 
I^  then,  the  bet  amonnt  to  treason,  it  wiU  not 
be  included  in  this  law.  If  gentlemen  wished 
to  pnnish  persons  in  exact  conformity  to  their 
degree  of  offence,  they  onght  to  prepare  a  scale 
of  offence  for  that  purpose.  If  not,  the  amend- 
ment agreed  to  fti  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  concmred  in. 

Kr.  Sewali.  said,  thia  bill  aimed  at  one  thing, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  at  another. 
The  bill  has  in  itself  a  definition  of  the  offence. 
It  has  declared  certtuu  circumstanoes  which 
shall  pnt  a  person  in  a  situation  in  which  he 
shall  answer  for  his  conduct  It  declares  that 
a  person  harboring  an  alien  enemy  shall  be  a 
suspected  person;  bat  the  crime  and  punish- 
ment must  be  ascertained  by  other  laws;  and 
by  these  offenders  are  to  be  punished  agree- 
ably to  their  offences,  whether  they  be  great  or 
BtnaU. 

Ur.  Oall&tih  stud,  if  he  nnderstood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachnsetts,  it  waa  not  the  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  to  define  the  nature  of 


offence  of  which  a 


1  shall  be  guilty,  c 


the  punishment  for  it,  for  harboring  and  ^ 
sealing  an  alien  enemy,  but  only  that  oertain . 
drcnmstances  should  render  a  man  a  suspected 
person.    This  to  him  waa  altogether  a  new  le- 

If  he  nnderstood  the  biQ  as  it  stood  i^tly, 
a  person  may  be  apprehended  and  imprisoned 
on  account  of  his  having  harbored  and  conceal- 
ed alien  enemies;  yet  the  gentleman  from  Uas- 
sachusetts  says  this  is  in  itself  no  crime;  for,  if 
it  were  a  crime,  it  ought  to  be  punished  in  the 
way  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
but  he  states  it  to  be  only  a  sufficient  ground  oi 
suspicion.  This  Ur.  Q.  said,  was  not  only  con- 
trary to  every  prindple  of  justice  and  reason, 
but  to  the  provinona  of  the  constitution.  The 
constitution  says,  "that  no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  life,  liinh,.  or  prt^rty,  without  due 
process  of  law."    But  here  certain  pors(»u  maj 


be  deprived  of  their  liberty  without  any  pro- 
cess of  bw,  or  being  guilty  of  any  crime.  Y«t ' 
tEe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  sajs,  thai 
this  bill  does  not  define  a  crime  or  award  a 
punishment.  But,  Ur.  O.  said,  this  sst^rlion 
-was  not  correct;  for  there  waa  a  newmme 
instituted,  which  waa  that  of  being  a  snsp«cled 
person,  and  the  overt  act  which  is  to  b«  cvi- 
denco  of  that  crime,  is  the  harboring  and  con- 
cealing of  an  alien  enemy,  and  the  puDislimeut 
is  to  bo  apprehension  and  imprisonneiit  until 
it  shall  be  found  what  law  the  prisoner  liaa 
offended. 

Ur.  G.  said  he  waa  ready  to  acknowledge  tlist 
where  a  man  commits  an  oKnce,  he  ought  to 
be  pntiished ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  punLah 
any  man  on  anspicion  merely.  He  therefore 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  He  did  this  be- 
cause he  thought  the  whole  c^  the  bill  rtfjiis  in 
its  nature.  He  wished  it  to  be  more  in  detail, 
and  that  the  offencee  to  be  punished  ahouid  b« 
defined;  for  it  was  remarkable  that  every  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  concluded  with  these  siugnltr 
words;  "  subject  neverthelesa  to  the  regnlationa 
which  the  Congreas  of  the  United  States  fhall 
therea^er  agree  and  establish."  80  tliat  in- 
stead of  deciding  what  the  law  should  be,  it 
gives  the  Pbesideht  the  power  of  saying  nhtt 
it  is ;  suluect  to  the  after  regulations  of  Con- 
gress. He  wished  now  to  make  the  law  to  de- 
clare what  the  offence  should  be,  and  what  tht 
pnnishment,  and  not  leave  it  to  the  pBEsmoR 
to  make  what  regulations  ho  shall  think  proptf. 
If  not,  the  whole  of  the  bill  might  as  «ell  be 
in. two  or  three  words,  viz:  " "Hie pEEsmrST 
or  THE  Fmnn  Statu  shall  have  the  power  lo 
remove,  restrict,  or  confine  alien  enemies  ud 
cittzena  whom  he  may  consider  as  suspecttd 
persons."  When  Oongrees  attempted  to  \tp»- 
late,  they  ought  not  to  do  it  in  thia  way.  When 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  authorizing  thia 
bill  to  be  reported,  he  expected  the  eommittee 
would  have  defined  the  nature  of  offences  uii 
thdr  pnnishmentA,  and  not  reported  the  trill  in 
the  vague  way  in  which  it  ia  before  the  Hoom^ 
especially  aa  Uiis  appears  not  to  be  meant  for  1 
temporarv,  bat  a  permanrait  law. 

If  gentlemea  examine  the  third  seoUon  of  the 
bill,  it  will  be  fonnd  that  all  Judges,  Jn£tiee^ 
Uarshals,  Bherifb,  and  other  offloera,  and  all  the 
good  people  of  the  United  Statea,  are  boond  U> 
do,  wnatt  Kot  to  execute  any  law;  bat  to 
carry  into  effect  any  proclamation,  or  other 
public  act  of  the  PaBaiDBirT.  Bo  that  iadaad 
of  the  Judidal,  and  any  other  idBoen  of  Iba 
United  States,  and  the  people  at  large,  leig 
obedient  to  the  laws,  they  are  to  be  (dwdient  te 
the  will  of  the  Pbuideiit, 

The  last  clause  of  thebUI,  which  does  not  re- 
late to  aliens,  bnt  to  our  own  dtizen^  is  reiy 
ot;ijectionable.  It  is  in  the  ahape  of  a  peaal  li«j 
and  the  crime  it  definea  is  tlie  harboring  sad 
concealing  t^  alien  enemies.  Now  it  it  uid, 
that  ttiis  orime  may  amonnt  to  high  treaMD,  If 
its  b^ng  oonstmed  that  an  ofiender  has  adhered 
to  the  enoidaa  of  the  Unitad  States,  bioirii« 
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them  to  b«  sacb,  or  it  maj  be  no  offence  at  til. 
But  thaproviricia  is  general ;  and  a  man  gail^j 
of  DO  offence  is  liable  to  be  apprehended  and 
iniprigoned  eqaallj  with  the  bighest  offender 
under  this  law. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  waa  evident,  Ur.  Q.  said, 
that  thia  bill  wanta  detail,  aa  what  is  left  general 
lad  ambignooa,  onght  to  be  clearlj  deflDed. 
He  hoped,  tberdore,  the  bill  would  be  recom- 

Mr.  Sbwall  siud,  that  the  gentleman  from 
PennsjlTania,  in  order  to  bring  forn-a^  this 
motioD,  has  ahnt  hta  eyes  to  the  intention  of  the 
bill.  He  saja  it  ia  a  bill  for  panishing  crimea 
which  are  not  defined.  He  never  knew  that 
alien  enemies  were  gnilt;  of  an  offence  merely 
K  sncb.  It  is  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  public 
nfety  in  certain  cases.  In  the  event  of  a  war 
with  France,  all  her  citizens  here  will  become 
alien  Miemiee,  but  neither  this  bill,  nor  common 
iense,  would  oondder  them  as  offenders.  The; 
may  be  offender^  bat  not  beoanae  they  are  alien 
eneciues;  neTOTthelasa  it  is  necessary  to  provide 
for  tii9  pnblio  aafe^,  and  in  all  conntries  there 
k  a  power  lodged  somewhere  for  taking  mea- 
snres  of  this  kmd.  In  this  conntry,  this  power 
b  not  lodged  wholly  in  the  Ezeontive ;  it  is  in 
Congrces.  Perhaps,  if  war  waa  declared,  the 
Fbiudist  might  then,  as  Command er-in-diief, 
exercise  a  military  power  over  these  people ; 
bat  it  wonld  be  b^  to  settle  these  regnlations 
by  civil  proceea.  They  would  be  regulated  by  the 
treaties  as  well  as  bv  the  laws  of  nations.  The 
intention  of  this  biU  is  to  give  the  Pbbbidbnt 
the  power  of  jndging  what  is  proper  to  be  done. 
and  to  limit  his  ant£ority  in  the  way  proposed 
by  this  Mil.    In  many  cases,  it  wonld  ne 


)  describe  the  cases  in  which 
aliens  or  citizens  onght  to  be  pnnisbed,  or  not ; 
but  the  PajuaasjcT  wonld  be  able  to  determine 
tins  matter  by  his  proclamation.  SS,  however, 
gentknien  oonld  point  out  anyway  In  which 
the  aecoiary  regnlations  oonld  be  dettuled,  he 
■hoald  have  no  partionlar  objection  to  it, 
thod^  he  tboDght  the  bill  stood  very  well  as  it 
wa& 

Itr.  Otis. — ^In  oooaidering  this  enbject,  the 
only  practicable  modes,  he  s^d,  which  present 
UtMnselvea,  are  three.  To  provide  for  the  re- 
moving or  otherwise  restricting  all  alien  ene- 
miea  without  distinction,  or  to  specify  some 
OTBTt  acts  for  committing  of  whicli  they  shall 
be  liable  to  be  removed  or  restricted,  or  else  to 
leave  the  power  with  the  Pbebideht  to  take 
■oeh  steps  respecting  them  as  he  shall  think 
proper  and  necesesry  for  the  public  safety. 

Mr.  O.  inquired  if  the  Honse  was  ready  to  do 
the  first  t  He  tboDght  not.  He  bad  no  donbt 
there  might  be  French  citizens  resident  here 
*)in  were  entitled  to  protection,  who  meant  to 
w  ^ood  snbjects,  and  who  ought  not  to  be 


enemies  in  the  same  way.  The  ^ration  of 
snch  a  meamre  would  be  unjnst.  Will  gentle- 
men think  it  right,  then,  to  declare  that  alien 
enemies  shall  ouly  be  removed,  or  otherwise  re- 
stricted, on  conviction  of  some  overt  act  to  be 
spedfied  in  the  act  i  They  are  at  present  liable, 
with  ail  other  persons,  to  be  pnnisbed  for 
crimes;  so  that  t,  regulation  with  this  view 
wonld  be  unnecessary.  Bnt  there  may  be  cases 
where  the  conduct  of  snch  persons  being  ex- 
tremely BnapiflioQs,  they  onght  to  be  taken  into 
custody,  though  no  positive  crime  could  be 
proved.  Suppose  a  French  army  were  to  land 
in  this  country,  some  of  these  persons  might 
show  a  dispodtion,  which  would  warrant  their 
imprisonment;  and  yet  he  did  not  know  how 
snch  dispositions  could  be  deflned  in  this  bill. 

Ur.  0.  believed,  therefore,  that  it  wonld  be 
best  to  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the  Eieon- 
tive  to  secnre  and  take  care  that  these  men 
should  do  no  injury.  And  this  could  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  dangerous  or  exorbitant  power, 
sinoe  the  PBEsroxirT  would  have  the  power,  the 
moment  war  was  declared,  to  apprehend  the 
whole  of  these  pec^le  as  enemies,  and  make 
them  prisoners  of  war.  And  in  case  of  a  preda- 
tory incursion,  made  on  this  country,  there 
might  be  as  much  reason  for  securing  some  d 
them  as  in  case  of  actual  war  or  invarion.  Bo 
that  this  bill  onght  rather  to  be  conudered  as 
an  amelioration  or  modification  of  those  powera 
which  the  Prbsidkht  already  posaeeses,  aa  0cm- 
mander-in-chiei^  and  which  the  martial  law 
wonld  prove  more  rigorous  than  those  proposed 
by  this  new  regulation.  Unless  gentlemen  were 
di^iosed  to  interfere,  to  suffer  those  men  to  go 
at  large,  and  to  carry  on  a  correspondence  with 
their  countrymen  and  our  enemy  ;  onle»  they 
will  consent  to  suffbr  a  band  of  ^iee  to  be 
spread  tihron^  the  country,  from  one  end  of  it 
to  the  other,  who,  in  case  of  the  introdneljon 
of  an  enemy  into  oar  country,  may  join  them 
in  their  attack  npon  na,  and  in  their  plunder  of 
onr  property,  nothing  short  of  the  bill  like  the 
present  can  be  effectual 

He  was  willing  to  say,  that  in  a  time  of  trail- 

aoillity,  he  should  not  dedre  to  pnt  a  power  like 
lis  into  the  hands  of  the  Executive ;  but,  in  a 
time  of  WW,  the  citizens  of  France  onght  to  be 
considered  and  treated  and  watched  in  a  very 
different  manner  from  citizens  of  onr  own  oou> 
try. 

As  to  die  ol;]ection  made  by  tlie  gentleman 
bom  Pennsylvania,  that  the  biU  provides  a  pni>- 
ishment  fbr  snspeeted  persons,  and  that  the 
word  suspected  was  indefinite,  Ur.  O.  asked 
whether  men  are  not  nsually  arrested  on  snspl- 
donf  When  information  is  lodged  against  B 
man  for  committing  an  offence,  he  is  snspected 
of  being  guilty,  and  impriscoied  nntil  he  can  be 
examined. 

Mr.  0.  briieved,  that,  to  provide  fbr  this  de- 
tention of  the  venon,  waa  all  Oongrees  conld 
now  do.  If  uie  bill  was  recommitted  he 
did  not  think  any  definite  provudon  oonld  be 
made.    It  was  necesaary  the  Paxamorr  dionld 
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bare  the  power  of  Judging  in  thiscase,  and  that 
ponishmeat  oaght  not  to  depend  apon  the  slow 
operations  of  a  trial.  Ihoogh  posMeaed  of  this 
power,  the  Fbuidbst  would  donbtleM  nffer  all 
■noh  persons  to  remain  in  tbis  oonntrj  aa  de- 
meaned theine«IveH  peaceablj ;  bnt  when  they 
discovered  a  contrarj  apirlt,  be  would  treat 
them  acoordinglj. 

iir.  Gallatu  withdrew  his  motion  for  com- 
mitting the  whole  bill,  and  moved  to  conunit 
the  tbird  section  of  it.  Hie  argoments,  he  eaiA, 
went  wholly  againat  thatj  and  gentlemen,  in 
Toplj  to  him,  had  chosen  to  direct  their  obser- 
TOtions  to  other  parts  of  the  bilL  As  he  did 
not  wish  hia  olgect  to  be  misonderstood,  he 
wonld  onlj  move  for  a  recommitment  of  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  aa  hia  objections  to  the 
other  puts  of  it  were  tmrnateiial  when  oom- 
pared  with  this. 

After  a  few  worda  trtita  iir.  Ons,  Mr.  Maook 
renewed  his  motion  for  recommitting  the  whole 
bill,  which  was  negatived — 87  to  88. 

Mr.  Gallatin  tben  renewed  his  motion  for 
recommitting  the  third  section,  which  waa  ne- 
gatived b;  tlie  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker, 
there  bdng  thirtj-eight  votes  for  it,  and  tbirtj- 
ei^t  votes  against  it 

Mr.  Lyos  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  ont 
tiie  words  "or  threatened,"  in  the  first  section. 
He  thooght  this  too  indefinite  an  eipresuon 

E  which  to  rest  so  important  a  power  ae  was 
1  to  tbePRmsmr  by  tbia  bilL    Where 
berty  and  happinees  of  thoaaanda  of  people 
erned,  he  wished  they  might  depend 


npon  Bomething  more  certain.  Gectleniea  who 
advocate  this  bill,  he  swd,  spoke  as  if  all  power 
waa  to  be  placed  in  the  PaniDurr,  and  Oon- 
greas  were  never  to  stt  Again.  He  wished  this 
expnasion  to  be  stricken  oat,  and  if;  whu  Gon- 
greoa  met  again,  they  finrad  the  PSBsmsiT  had 
not  poww  enoogh,  tu^  might  pve  him  more. 
He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  npon  Us  motion. 
The  qneetlon  fbr  taking  the  yeas  and  nays 
was  put,  bnt  lees  than  one-flttb  of  the  members 
present  riring  in  its  favor,  it  wsa  not  carried. 
The  qneetion  was  then  pnt  on  the  motion,  and 
tt  wa*  negatived  wlthont  a  division. 
'  Mr.  GaLlatdt  supposed,  if  theee  regolations 
were  established,  it  wonld  be  proper  that  per- 
mifef  «hoald  be  granted  to  snob  aliens  aa  the 
Pkihdkbt  flhonld  raffer  to  remain  in  the  Vnited 
States.  He  was  not  immediately  prepared  to 
introdnoe  a  pr(q>er  amendment  for  that  purpose^ 
hat  he  woold  move  to  add  a  few  words  in  that 
part  of  the  bill  where  it  la  proposed  to  ponish 
ddzens  for  harboring  aliens,  to  try  the  qnealitm. 
He  did  not  very  well  ondentand  the  phrase, 
**  liable  as  an  enemy,"  by  which  those  aHeos 
were  defined,  and  whom  it  wonld  be  criminal 
hy  tilts  law  to  harbor ;  bnt  he  wonld  move  to 
introdnce  the  words,  "  who  shall  not  have  ob- 
tained permission,  nnder  the  anthority  of  the 
PRBsroBm  or  thb  UinnD  StAns  to  rem^ 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  Btatea."  He 
moved  this,  in  ordw  that  dtisena  mi^t  not  be 
•Dtrqjped  by  thia  law,' bat  that  they  dwold  know 


preoisely  to  what  description  of  aliens  the; 
migbt  give  a  night's  lodging,  without  betng  lii^ 
hie  to  be  arreeted  aa  sa^ected  persons. 

Hr.  Batad)  did  not  think  this  smendment 
neceaary,  as  a  citjzen  must  harbor  and  emcMt 
an  alien  to  be  gnilty  of  any  offence. 

And  the  qoestion  was  pnt  and  negatived— S9 
to  88. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroMed  for  t 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

'WmsssDAT,  Uay  28. 

The  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  wss  read  the 
third  time,  when 

Ur.  R,  WiLLiAHS  moved  a  reoommitmait  of 
the  bill.  He  said  his  objections  did  not  lie  m 
mnch  against  the  proviaions  respecting  slien^ 
aa  to  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to  th« 
Peisidsiit  of  iaaning  proclamations,  which  an 
to  be  binding  on  the  Judges  uid  (^er  cAe»i 
with  respect  to  onr  own  dtisens.  He  would 
wish  to  dedgnate  every  offence,  and  ita  adequate 
pnniahment,  aa  Car  aa  it  oonid  be  done,  !□  o> 
der  to  effect  this  he  made  bis  motion, 

Mr.  BawAtL  said,  so  much  discnirion  took 
place  on  this  subject  yesterday,  that  he  did  nnt 
eipeot  any  more  to-day.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Garolina  seemed  not  to  object  to  tbe 
powers  given  to  the  Pbibidkst  by  the  first  and 
second  sectioDs  of  the  bill,  bnt  he  did  not  wish 
him  to  have  any  officers  to  ezecnte  his  pew«& 
If  thePBisiDKNTcoald  carry  the  law  into  effKt 
with  his  own  hand,  he  might  do  so,  but  he  ob- 
jected to  his  having  any  aid  tnva  his  offloen  of 
the  pe(H>Ie  at  large.  He  did  not  believe  Ibit 
kind  of  reasoning  conld  have  any  ^eot  in  this 
Eonae.  If  the  FucsninrT  is  anthoriied  to  isat 
orders,  he  mnst  be  anth<Mized  to  reqniie  the  aid 
of  proper  persons  to  eseoota  tbem. 

Mr.  Oallatdt  called  for  the  yeas  and  nan 
npon  this  qneetion,  which,  being  agreed  to,  ns 
hoped'  this  bin  woidd  be  recommtted.  He  hsd 
no  donbt  that  the  committee,  hy  paying  doe  at- 
tention to  the  anbject,  instead  of  this  gaiersl 
and  vagne  bill,  might  report  snoh  rales  hmI  n- 
gulations  as  woold  be  proper  to  be  ad(^t«d  on 
this  occasion.  He  recollected  seeing  a  hll  from 
the  Senate  on  this  snliject,  in  whidb  atHnetbing 
of  this  kind  was  done;  and  though  ha  did  bj  M 
means  ^»pro7e  of  that  bill,  yet  it  ahowsd  Ihst  lbs 
thbig  was  not  hnpoeriUe.  He  otjeeticm  niade 
against  a  recommittal  of  this  bill,  was,  that  n 
waa  necessary  to  do  something  to  )«6vide  nMU) 
for  secnring  and  removing  asea  eoMnica^  whidi 
lUd  not  apply  as  an  arROment  ^^nat  the  tecMD- 
mitnMDtofthebilL  It  was  a  good  raastw  vhy 
a  bill  ahoold  be  passed,  bnt  no  reason  wbj  it 
ahonld  pass  in  its  present  form.  The  pmtui 
bill,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  gronnded  npon  tbe  wiao- 
ple  that  the  Prxstdxnt  of  thb  Usmn  Staib 
ahaU  have  the  power  to  do  by  prodsnatioi 
what  onght  only  to  be  done  by  law. 

In  the  first  plaoe,  the  Froolamatioi  of  tba 
FnaDDT  li  to  detwmiiw  the  p«fod  vban  tx* 
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ligun  mt  lutDraliied  hIuiU  be  liab]«  to  be  sp- 
pR&ended,  mtnined,  secured,  and  removed  as 
■1)01  Hwiiee.  Mr.  G.  understood  whM  vm 
DMit  ij  ^^r^Ksding  alien  enemies,  and  se- 
ceriog  them,  but  he  did  not  nndentand  the 
vori  "rattuDiSK ;"  it  was  vaKae,  he  said,  in  ita 
tMn,  and  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  a  legal 
plirue.  The  committee  conld  themselves  ex- 
pUia  it  B;  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  it  was  in- 
utdti  to  oonfloe  them  within  the  place  where 
U«v  reride ;  perhaps  this  was  their  idea.  The 
^  goM  farther :  thej  are  not  only  liable  to  tie 
l^rtlNiuied,  KStnined,  seenred,  and  removed, 
bn'tobetntileetiTithtbeir  goods  and  effeota, 
tDijortretaliadonof  Bnynnuaoal  severities,  re- 
Ondgb,  and  oonflsoationa,  wh  ich  shall  be  soSered 
brtbtdtiEena  of  the  United  States  resident 
vittiii  the  territory  of  the  hogtUe  nation  or 
Gormmwirt,  and  inflicted  by  thdr  authority." 
][r.  0.  iri^ied  to  have  explained  what  was 
iMmtbj''nntiatiaI severities.''  Thcjmnatmean 
muethiDg  more  than  confiscations — than  appre- 
bendiag,  rtstraining,  or  removing — beeanse  they 


vhich,  npon  onr  own  ideas  of  Government, 
(Wild  retaliate  ?  If  any  other  severities  besides 
iim  which  are  here  enumerated  were  to  be  in- 
licMdnpon  onr  citizens  in  Prance,  he  thonghtit 
vonld  U  disgraoefal  to  that  oonntry,  and  he 
eoold  not  believe  that  either  propriety  or  jnatioe 
'iMild  iraiTaDt  ns  committing  a  disgraceful  act 
■fiiiist  the  citizens  of  another  nation,  beeanse 
tut  nation  bad  committed  a  diegracefid  aot  npon 
Rrcitiiens  in  their  oonntiy. 

Vi.  SiwALL  rose  to  explain,  bnt  the  Spiakib 
■ia.  the  rale  which  deelaxes  no  member  shall 
cfnk  more  than  once  to  a  qneelion  woold  not 
pmnit  him.] 

St.  6.  did  not  know  whether  these  words 
"luiDSDal  severitiefl"  were  not  intended  to  be 
.  ^  n  terronm  over  the  condnct  of  France. 
If  ii\  be  did  not  think  it  a  very  creditable  pro- 
«<dii».  But  he  believed  that  part  of  the  bill 
i*ritaij  Dseleea,  for  two  reasons:  first,  it  is 
otTMnely  donbtflil  whether  the  Pbebtoemt  oi 
in  UictRD  SrATKS  conld  oonstitntjonally  et- 
««iie  tboae  "  annatul  severities,"  which  thia  bill 
*^  he  may  exercise ;  and  with  respect  to  con- 
ntiM^  it  was  explained  by  a  snbseanent  part 
iftbt  bill  tobe  only  a  seqnestration  till  the  next 
<^^<ling  al  Congress,  and  lie  ther^ore  conceived 
^  part  of  the  bill  to  be  of  no  use,  except  to 
tnin  onr  code  of  law  in  a  manner  expressly  con- 
^"T  to  the  qnrit  of  ,om-  oonstitntion,  which  ex- 
pwljd*dare«iio"orael  or  nnnenal  pnnish- 
oais"  shall  be  inflicted. 

Bnt,  nppodns  the  words  only  held  ont  in  ter- 
'"<*,  he  wished  to  know  how  they  wonld  ap- 
^h  vhetW  it  was  to  make  a  part  of  onr  per- 
■wnent  law,  whether  it  is  suited  for  the  present 
finwoiily.  If  it  were  not  to  make  a  part  of  onr 
ptnoanent  lystam — and  he  thonght  no  gentle- 
'un  would  say  it  onght — then  it  most  be  on  ao- 
reeent  sitnation.  Ae  to  oni 
in  rdotitnt  to  an;  thing  * 
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may  befall  onr  dtiiens  in  Vnaoe,  he  wonld  say 
the  words  are  naeleaa,  and  thia  for  a  plain  rea- 
son ;  for,  out  of  the  natives  of  France  in  this 
conntry,  ninety-nine  out  of  an  hondred  are  of 
that  description  of  persons  whom  the  French 
call  emigranta,  and  it  ia  therefore  perfectly  im- 
material to  the  French  nation  how  they  are 
treated ;  ao  that  the  bill  conld  operate  only  on  a 
dozen  or  two  of  persons  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion who  may  be  in  this  connby. 

In  the  next  place,  with  respect  to  confisoatiOQa, 
which  by  the  next  clause  are  so  limited  as  to  be- 
come seqnestrations,  it  wonld  he  wrmig  to  ^ve 
this  power  to  the  PBanwirr.  An  article  ia  is* 
sert«d  in  the  British  Treaty  eximesly  to  declare 
that  sequestrations  are  impolitic  and  oiijnst  in 
eve^  case,  and  providing  against  them.  He 
admitted  that  it  might  be  neoeasary  to  reaort  to 
them  on  some  occasions,  beeanse  he  believed 
there  might  be  CBsee  where  seqneatration  would 
be  neoeasaiT,  by  way  of  indemnification ;  bnt 
what  be  insistedon  was,  that  it  onght  to  hedone 
by  law,  aad  not  by  the  FmamKnr.    "^        ' 

was  before  Congrec 
posed  to  be  left  at  h  „ 
was  to  be  regulated  by  law. 

There  was  another  circumstance  which  show- 
ed how  easy  a  thing  it  would  be  to  pass  a  law  . 
themselves,  instead  of  leaving  every  regulation 
relative  to  this  sutgect  with  the  PBaeinBNT. 
About  the  middle  of  the  second  section  it  ia  eidd. 
"  where  no  treaty  exists,  a  reascmable  time  ahall 
be  allowed,  which  shall  be  ascertained  and  de- 
clared by  the  pBasroxHT,  or'by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Statee."  This  was  a  kind  -of  double 
]«^slaticm  which  was  new  to  him.  He  wished 
to  know  what  difBoulty  there  wonld  have  been 
indc&iing  the  time  here  referred  to  in  this  bill? 


came  before  the  House,  he  waa  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  power  of  regnloting  this 
bnsinees  was  in  the  power  of  Government,  as  it 
waa  a  power  possessed  by  every  nation,  which 
it  had  a  right  to  exercise  for  its  own  security ; 
bnt  it  onght  to  be  exercised  according  to  law. 
In  some  coantriea,  indeed,  tliis  power  is  vested 
in  the  Executive.  In  Franw,  he  believed,  it 
was  wholly  so,  and  in  Eog^d  in  a  great  degree ; 
Ijut  in  this  conntry  he  trusted  that  thia  House 
wonld  be  of  o[nnion  that  Congress  is  the  proper 
body  to  regulate  so  imporUnt  a  measnre. 

But  the  evil,  Hr.  G.  said,  did  not  stop  here,  it 
extended  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  object  of  the  last  section  provides  that  jns- 
tices,  Jndges,  marshals,  sheri&  and  the  people 
at  large  shall  perform  a  dnty  which  is  nndefined. 
Bnt  t£e  gentleman  iVom  Maseachnsetta  says  this 
is  right,  because  the  power  given  to  the  Execu- 
tive by  tbia  bill  is  also  und^ned.  This  ia  the 
fonndation  of  idl  the  objection  made  to  this  bill ; 
it  is  to  the  want  of  legislation  in  it,  which  leaves 
not  only  alien  enemiex,  bnt  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  will  of  the  PsEsiDaOT. 

Bot  he  would  go  firthw,  and  say  it  is  impos- 
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^ble  to  define  the  duties  of  our  own  citizeoB, 
thoagli  the  two  int  secUoDR  of  the  bill  ehonid  be 
left  at  lari^flBthejare.  Bj' the  present  hill,  the 
dntiefl  of  justices,  Ao.  are  to  be  reftnlated  by  the 
ProclBmatioD  of  the  F^ESiDEirr.  He  conld  con- 
ceiVe  that  the  Honse  might  take  into  consider- 
ation  the  Datore  of  the  powers  vested  in  the 
f^BBBTSBRT,  and  inquire  what  will  be  the  dnties 
required  to  be  performed  bj  the  several  officers 
of  the  Government  to  carry  into  efibct  those 
powers.  Those  powers  are  to  apprehend,  res- 
train, secnre,  and  remove  alien  enemies,  and  to 
seqnester  their  property.  Aa  to  the  removal  of 
aliens,  be  could  not  see  what  jaadcea  and  Jndgea 
had  to  do  with  it ;  bnt  if  they  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  it^  Congress  ought  to  say  what.  Thoy 
might  saj  what  shoold  be  the  duties  of  Jndgee 
or  justices,  or  of  Executive  officers  in  the  seve- 
ral casea  which  may  be  likely  to  oocnr,  instead 
of  leaving  the  thing  wholly  at  large. 

The  last  part  of  the  8d  section,  he  said,  was 
as  objectionable  as  any  other.  It  defines  the 
crime  in  two  words, "  harboring  and  concealing," 
and  the  penalty,  if  fonnd  gnilty  of  this  vague  and 
uncertain  charge,  ie  impriaonment  not  exceeding 
seven  years,  and  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  ihon- 
sanddollara,  Bothatif  a  person  be  found  gnilty 
of  harboring  and  concealing  an  alien  enemy, 
however  trifling  the  eipense  may  be,  hia  pun- 
ishment will  be  left  wholly  to  the  discretion  of 
the  court.  The  only  power  of  the  jury  will  be 
to  decide  on  the  fact ;  and  if  a  citizen  has  bar- 
bored  for  one  night,  however  undesignedly,  an 
alien  enemy,  he  mnst  be  fonnd  guilty,  leaving  it 
altogether  to  the  court  to  jndge  of  the  cri  '  ~ 
ality  of  the  act,  and  to  affix  the  degree  of  , 
ishment.  He  thought  this  part  of  the  law  onght 
to  be  better  defined.  It  ought  to  distingDiab 
between  cases  of  misdemeanor  and  those  which 
might  ariBe  from  ignorance,  and  In  which 
ofibnoe  at  all  might  exist.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  bill  would  be  recommitted. 

The  question  on  recommitting  the  Ullwaspnt 
andcarried— 4S  to44.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 

Ybab. — Atraiam  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lamuel 
BentOD,  Thomas  Bloont,  Bieharf  Brent,  Nathi 


ThoiBM  T.  Davis,  John  Dmmon,  George  Dont,  Lnoa* 
Elmendorpb,  John  Kovler,  Albart  Gallatin,  Jamea 
Gilleipie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Williain  Ban?  Grove,  John 
A.  Hanca,  Carter  B.  HarriBon,  Jonathan  N.  HaTsni, 
Joseph  Baiiter,  David  Holmea,  Waller  Jonei,  Mat- 
thew Locke,  Matthew  L^n,  Jamea  Machir,  Katha- 
nicl  MaooD,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joaeph  McDowell, 
John  Milledge,  Anthony  Xow,  Josiah  PaAer,  John 
Read,  William  Smith,  Richard  Sprivg,  jr.,  lUchard 
Stanford,  Thbmna  Snmtar,  Abram  Tngg,  John  Trigg, 
Fbilip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varanm,  Abraham 
Venable,  and  Robert  Williama. 

Nay^— John  AlloQ,  Qeorgo  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  Jamea  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Cfariatopher  Q. 
Champlln,  John  Chapman.  James  Cochran,  Joahoa 
C□i^  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Demua, 
Willirun  Edmond,  Thomaa  Evaoi^  AUel  Foater, 
Dwight  Foitir,  Jonatban  Freeman,  Ileiuj  Glenn, 


ChaoDcey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griawold,  Robert  Ooodloa 
Harper,  Tbomaa  Hartley,  Wlliam  Hindman,  Hoektah 
L.  Hoamer,  Jamea  H.  Inilaj,  John  Wilkea  Kitten, 
Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthewa,  Daniel  Morgan, 
Lewia  R.  Morrii,  HarriKin  G.  Otit,  Jamea  Schnmna^ 
Samnel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomaa  Smdckaon, 
Samuel  Sitgreavea,  Nathamel  Smith,  George  Thatch* 
er,  Kcbard  Thomas,  Mark  Tbompaou,  Tbima*  Til- 
linghast,  John  E.  'Van  AReo,  Peleg  Wadnrorth,  and 
John  Williaiaa 

Mr.  Sxwiu.,  Ur.  Daha,  Mr.  Iioai,  Mr.  8. 
SMTm,  Hr.  JoBiAB  Pabkkb,  Ur.  Bbooks,  and 
Ur.  BuTLiDai:,  composed  the  oommittee. 

FRioaT,  tlBij  SB. 
InitrveiioM  to  Armed  TesmIl 

Ur.  BswaLL,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  Ihs 
Country,  to  whom  was  referred  Ur.  SiroBsivn' 
resolutions  for  instmcting  the  oommaudersof 
our  public  and  private  armed  vessels,  and  alw 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  ftirther  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  and  ooast  of  the  United 
States,  reported  it  as  the  opinion  of  that  com- 
mittee that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ou^t  to  be 
agreed  to  by  the  Hoose. 

The  report  waa  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  (he  Spbakbb's  aatdng  fra"  what  d^  tlui 
bill  shonSd  be  made  the  order,  Mondl?,  to-mor- 
row, and  to-day,  were  named. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  Ibndsy,  ind 
nwatived— 43  to  87. 

The  question  was  then  pt  upon  to-morrow. 

Ur.  Gallahs  hoped  this  bill  would  be  nude 
the  order  ftir  to-morrow,  aa  the  hill  had  only 
been  printed  this  morning,  and  the  report  bat 
this  moment  made.  It  would  be  a  very  eitis- 
ordinary  proceeding  to  make  this  very  important 
bill  the  order  for  this  iaj. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLUMB  sfud,  this  was  a  tcit  eifrs- 
ordinary  oaae.  When  we  learn  every  day  that 
our  veasels  are  token  by  the  French  cndaen, 
without  any  cause  whatever,  it  is  neeessarj  to 
act  witli  dedsion.  This  day  had  been  n>ect  oa 
a  very  trifling  buBinesB  compared  with  tliis,*iid 
he  hoped  the  House  would  sit  until  this  hill  wis 
gone  throng 

Ur.  MoDowBLL  hoped  this  bill  would  be  mads 
the  order  for  to-morrow,  as  it  had  only  bwa 
laid  upon  the  table  this  morning,  and  few  geo- 
tlemen  had  yet  turned  their  attention  to  it. 
Besides,  the  naual  hour  of  adjournment  is  ani^- 
ed,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  iassl 
npon  hurrying  so  important  a  biU  ihrou^  il>* 
House  in  thJB  manner.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  remarked  that  Ihe  Honse  had  been 
engaged  in  trifling  business  all  the  day ;  b(rti 
he  observed  that  gentleman  sat  very  conient- 
edly  under  the  diacuaaion,  though  he  nowewM 
BO  desirous  of  expediting  this  business. 

Mr.  Saw  ALL  waa  impressed  with  the  newssij? 
of  pasang  this  bill  as  soon  as  possible  If  the 
committee  had  thought  they  might  with  w^ 
priety  have  taken  time  to  deliberate  open  iwi 
subject,  they  would  not  have  made  jMs  report, 
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W  kn  Ukeo  into  consideration  tiie  reeointion 
rUdt  had  be«D  Kferred  to  them  with  thU  bill; 
Ut  iaHag  it  neceaeaiy  that  onr  armed  vessela 
ibosld  receive  their  inHtmctioiiB  immediateiy, 
ihii  shtj  maj  go  out  and  take  the  reesels  on 
tbe  tout,  nr  otive  tliem  off,  they  made  this  re- 
port, intending  hereafter  to  report  farther  npon 
tiiB  nliJMt.  But  the  present  measnrea  uiej 
tboi^t  naeeaauj,  from  tlie  pecniiaritf  of  onr 
j««i«D(  aitiutioii  ■  the  dangera  attending  which 
tiie|i«op)e  without  seemed  to  be  folly  persuaded 
«I  And  » this  sabjwt  had  been  fUly  discussed 
on  Ibe  raolntiona  which  had  been  before  the 
SfKue,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  immediately 
lil«i  Dp;  ta  be  wished  to  provide  without  de- 
li; /or  the  defence  of  our  coast  as  &r  as  onr 
WW  would  permit 

Mr.  Itiooir  said,  it  was  very  extraordinary 
inM,  that  gentlemen  ehonld  wish  to  bnnr 
Biis  bill  through  the  House  in  the  way  proposed. 
Itqipeared  is  if  they  were  afraid  of  anv  thing 
tamg  from  onr  Oommigeionere  before  they  got 
llttinantryin  war.  Being  now  the  nsual  honr 
rftdjonnunent,  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
if  Ibe  HoQw  went  into  this  bill,  that  any  debate 
snld  take  place.  Indeed,  gentlemen  seemed  to 
*hIi  Ut  prevent  debate  as  mnch  as  possible ;  a 
few  dtf )  ago,  they  bad  got  a  rale  passed  that 
itD  pcrsoD  ihonld  nwak  more  than  once  to  any 
iTiffltion,  and  now  by  moving  to  go  into  a  Oom- 
fflittt*  of  the  Wbole,  at  the  hour  of  a^jonrnment, 
^j  vidi  to  prevent  them  from  spe&king  once, 
■nd  that  upon  a  bill  which  will  certunly  place 
liie  nrantiT  in  a  state  of  war.  He  thought  s 
-tfvd  to  decency  ought  to  prevent  gentlemen 
bno  pualiing  thia  motion. 

Vr.  Lton  called  npon  gentlemen  ta  consider 
Ihi  importanoe  of  this  bill.  He  conaidei^  it 
u  1  dedarafion  of  war  as  it  now  stands,  and  be 
loped  time  wonld  be  given  to  consider  wbother 
Ktte  unentoeDt  conld  not  be  introdaced  into 
it  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  so  considered.  At 
ffWDt,  he  believedj  it  whs  direetlj  in  the  tkce 
of  the  laws  of  nations.  He  was  desirous  of 
•ToidioK  war  if  poamble.  His  constitnenta  also 
"ishftijt  Hehad received  atleasttwohnndred 
«ttn  mjnesting  him  to  do  all  in  bLs  power  to 
^mt  it.  Indeed,  be  was  afnid  of  the  conse- 
^ifciMfflofwar;  he  was  afhud  it  might  produce 
(Ten  t  diawlntion  of  the  present  Government. 
fe  Bsb:ct  W88  proceeding  to  express  his  as- 
^i*iuuent  at  the  condnct  of  gentlemen  in 
*i^<[ig  to  preos  eo  important  a  snliject  npon 
tfcc  Hciae,  while  members  were  impatient  to 
rijwira,  when, 

Sir,  Sewau.  roee  and  withdrew  his  motion, 
ud  [be  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 


Batubdat,  Hay  26. 
Pnteetitm  of  Commeret, 
lb.  Sbwui.  called  fffr  the  order  of  the  day 
(^  the  bill  ftwn  the  Senate  for  the  more  effec- 
-'■l  protection  ol  the  commerce  and  coasta  of 
tU  tnited  Btat«0 ;  and  the  Honse  accordingly 


resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  said  bill,  Ur.  Disr  in  the  chiur.  The 
Mil  having  been  readj" 

Mr,  Macon  rose  ana  observed,  that  he  wished 
o  amend  both  the  bill  and  the  preamble  to  it, 
and  desired  the  Chairman  to  9ay  wbich  it  would 
be  in  order  to  move  first.  The  Chairman  hav- 
ing answered  that  it  would  be  most  regular  first 
to  amend  the  bill,  and  then  the  preamble  conld 
be  made  conformable  to  it,  Mr,  Maoos  moved 
to  strike  oat  the  word  "  such,"  in  the  enacting 
clanse  (the  effect  of  which  was  to  make  the 
instructions  given  to  tbe  commanders  of  our 
vessels  general  against  oil  cruisers,  as  well  us 
against  the  French.)  His  reason  for  making  the 
motion  was,  that  if  this  bill  most  pa&s,  it  might 
be  general  against  all  nations  who  commit  de- 
predations upon  our  commerce,  for  it  was  a  fact 
well  known  that  France  is  not  tbe  only  nation 
which  does  this.  It  was  bis  opinion,  that  before 
any  rnetiji^e  of  this  kind  was  taken,  we  oaght 
to  know  the  resolt  of  onr  mission  in  France; 
for,  however  slender  oar  expectations  of  an  ac- 
commodation may  be,  still  those  expectations 
ought  not  to  he  abandoned,  until  we  are  certun 
our  Commissioners  have  left  Paris,  without  be- 
ing able  to  accomplish  their  mission, 

Mr.  M,  believed  it  conld  not  be  doubted  by 
any  one,  that,  if  we  had  thought  a  state  of  war 
preferable  to  tbe  state  in  which  we  bad  been 
placed  for  some  time  back,  we  had  had  snfficient 

S revocation  from  more  than  one  nation  to  have 
eclared  war  Jong  ago.  Indeed  he  looked  npon 
this  bill  as  a  declaration  of  war  In  snbstanoe ; 
he  saw  that  this  was  the  sitnation  to  which 
measures  were  progresnng,  but  he  could  not  have 
expected  that  gentlemen  would  hare  proposed 
a  meaanre  of  this  kind  whilst  our  Commissioners 
were  yet  in  Poris.  It  was  his  opinion,  however, 
that,  disagreeable  as  our  present  situation  may 
be,  it  is  mnch  preferable  to  a  state  of  war ;  for, 
notwithstanding  all  the  losses  wbich  oar  mer- 
chants have  sustained,  our  trade  and  our  revenne 
are  continually  increasing. 

In  the  part  of  the  country  from  whence  he 
came,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  price  of  produce  is  now 
higher  than  it  has' been  for  some  time  past. 
But  in  the  case  of  war,  it  would  fall,  of  course. 
Notwithstanding  all  tbe  evils  wbich  he  was 
sensible  must  attend  on  a  state  of  war,  when  he 
found  our  Commisaioners  had  left  France,  and 
no  hope  of  accommodation  remained,  he  slionid 


rh?reu.  wnnti  tu»1s  ulUng  nodtr  latliarlty,  or  pra- 

d  depradstlniu  oD  tb«  cammcrni  of  the  Un'lliid  Slsln, 
iiT«  re«iiLlj  GHptQTfid  Uifl  Tpuela  And  property  of  citl- 
Ihsreor,  on  and  oesr  the  cooat,  In  violsllon  t1  tba  law 


dcnl  of  the  Untied  \tkin.  ud  ho  t>  h<      ., 

hinglDs  to  the  United  SUtfs.  lo  Kite,  ukf,  ind  brlii«  1 
■oy  port  or  Iho  I'n1t4>d  Btales.  to  be  vmxa&ri  nnlnst 
CDidW  to  ttao  Uin  or  nitlotii.  aoy  enrh  arniiNl  ipsn^l  wh 
■hill  bivc  DoniDiltled.  or  vbtch  ihill  b«  found  horeiins 
Ihfl  i^oa^Xs  of  the  United  Statts,  fW  the  purpow  of  comv 

cllliens  or  the  United  ?tAle^  wldch  nuy  luTO  bten  apta 
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o  meet  a  state  of  war. 
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not  hesitate  ,to  Join  gentli 
which  shall  be  neceBsonr  t 

Mr.  UoDowELL  Baid,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  dwelt  mooh  irpoQ  the  iuMmEiBteiioy 
of  the  present  motion.  He  himaelf  conld  not  see 
anj  in  it.  Be  had  inaiuuated  that  the  moTer 
and  seconder  of  it  mast  be  blinded  by  prejudice 
and  governed  by  peseion ;  that,  instead  of  going 
to  war  with  one  nation,  it  would  be  going  to 
war  with  tbre«,  and  that  before  we  remonatrate 
with  them,  or  request  them  to  desist  from  their 
practices ;  that  we  have  been  attempting  to  get 
redresa  from  France  for  eighteen  monttia  past 
withoat  effect,  bat  that  no  attempt  has  De«n 
-  made  to  negotiate  with  England  or  Spain  on  the 
■nt^ect  of  their  depredjitions.  In  this  the  gen- 
tleman from  Soath  Carolina  was  certainlj  miS' 
taken.  He  knew  we  had  lately  conclnded  a 
trestj  with  England,  which  had  been  oonatantlf 
violated ;  and  what  faith,  Mr.  KoD.  asked,  could 
be  placed  in  a  nation  which  one  day  makes  a 
treat}';  and  the  next  violates  it?  The  same  re- 
mark wonld  apply  to  Spun,  so  far  aa  they  have 
depredated  npon  our  commerce. 

Hr.  MoD.  said,  he  had  oU  along  declared  him- 
self opposed  to  war,  or  to  any  measures  which 
wonld  lead  to  it,  and  he  still  hold  the  same  opin- 
ion. He  had  no  pr^udice  against  or  in  favor 
of  any  nation  whatever,  except  eo  far  as  their 
conduct  towards  this  conntry  waa  friendly  or 
otherwise ;  and  he  conld  see  no  reason  for  ^v- 
iog  instrnctdons  to  the  commanders  of  oar  ves- 
Beb  to  seize  and  bring  in  the  vessels  of  one 
country  which  may  commit  depredations  npon 
onr  commerce,  and  not  those  of  anoUier.  He 
was  himself  opposed  to  the  bill  altogether ;  bnt, 
if  it  must  pass,  be  wished  to  make  it  contain 
as  little  mischief  as  possible,  and  he  thonght  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  such,"  and  by  that 
means  making  it  general,  France  could  not  take 
the  same  offence  at  it ;  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it 
was  tantsmonnt  to  s  declaratian  of  war. 

Mr.  J.  WmTiua  was  in  hopes,  when  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  flret  made  bis 
motion,  that  the  opposition  which  he  had  here' 
tofore  shown  was  aone  away,  and  that  the  bill 
was  only  objected  to  because  it  was  not  general ; 
but  now  it  appears  that  gentlemen  are  opposed 
to  the  bill  altogether.  He  had  hoped  when 
gentlemen  hod  reflected  npon  what  had  taken 
place,  even  within  our  own  Jurisdiction,  that 
there  would  not  have  been  a  single  dissenting 
voice  in  the  committee.  Gentlemen  allege  that 
this  measure  will  lead  to  war ;  but  he  wonld 
ask  whether  other  neutral  nations  had  not  taken 
measures  ftilly  as  strong  as  this,  without  pro- 
dncing  war  I  For  his  part,  he  sapposed  it  might 
have  been  better  if  this  conntry  nad  gone  into 
thia  system  of  defending  our  commerce.  Hi 
waa  opposed  to  it  for  a  considerable  time.  Hi 
was  in  hopes  of  a  reconciliation  taking  place 
bnt  he  had  been  deceived  fi-om  time  to  time, 
and,  instead  of  any  appearance  of  accommoda- 
tion, every  day  brought  information  which  con- 
vinced him  tjiat,  except  we  meant  to  Bobmit 
altogether,  we  must  defend  onrselve'. 
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This  being  the  case,  he  naked  gentlemen  whidi 
the^  wonld  dioose  t  Whether  they  *oi^ 
sofler  themaelrea  to-  come  ander  the  pover  ct 
the  French  nation,  or  repel  force  by  fotix) 
He  did  not  believe  any  gentleman  would  bij 
we  ought  not  to  embrace  the  latter. 

' '  a  time  when  the  enemy's  vessels  are  witlua 
own  jurisdiction,  are  we  t«  withhold  tlw 
necessary  instmctions  to  the  commamkn  lA 
onr  vessels  t  He  hoped  not  Not  that  bt 
would  go  hastily  into  war ;  bat  have  we  not,  b« 
asked,  been  in  frar  for  a  long  timet— awwoo 
one  sid^  and  total  submission  oo  the  othn. 
Yet  the  House  are  now  called  npon  U  pcstfioiM 
the  consideration  of  thia  qneslioD,  lest  it  elKKild 
irodoce  war.  The  only  way  to  prevent  a  wsr, 
le  believed,  waa  to  bo  prepared  to  meet  it.  If 
spirited  measures  had  been  taken  daring  tbe 
extraordinary  seesion  of  Oongreea,  he  beheved 
it  might  have  prevented  the  loss  of  nropertj  lo 
the  amount  of  twenty  millions  of  OoUan,  tod 
the  necessity  of  a  war.  Bnt  Oongrees  had  gou 
on,  from  time  to  time,  sayins,  we  will  wait  lot 
this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  it  will,  in  all  pra- 
bability,  prevent  war.  Thia  conduct  had[«o- 
dnced  the  greateat  difBcnltiee,  and  yet  gentlenna 
wish  to  go  fhrther  in  the  same  conrssL  The 
enemy's  vemela,  he  understood,  are  within  the 
Capee,  and  he  snppoeed  gentlemen  would  wut 
till  they  came  up  to  the  city,  before  tht^  would 
take  an^  means  to  oppose  them.  He  believed 
IS  high  time  to  aay,  "  We  wUl  Dot  Bubmit," 
and  to  prepare  to  rep^  the  repeated  aggresNODi 
*  onr  enemy. 

Mr.  Shbfabd  obaerved,  that  mucli  had  hem 
saidon  this  bill,  and  on  the  reaolutions  on  the  suoa 
snljeot,  which  were  referred  to  tbe  same  com- 
mittee.  Members  difibred  in  omnion  very  mtle- 
rially  SB  to  the  proper  mode  of  oondnctiDg  am 
affurs  at  this  important  orisb ;  but  he  could  Me 
no  reason  for  deferring  vigoroos  measnras  any 
longer,  as  he  did  not  see  the  least  groond « 
hope  for  a  recondliatitHi ;  it  waa,  therefore,  idi» 
to  dispnte  about  it. 

But  gentlemen  dedine  taking  this  measore,  be- 
cause they  are  apprehensive  it  will  irritate  the 
French  nation.  Mr.  S.  believed  this  eoontiy 
conld  do  nothing  to  alter  the  condnct  of  tbs 
French  nation  towards  as,  except  it  were  by 
giving  them  money.  There  could  be  no  donbt, 
he  said,  but  the  French  meant  to  8atdn|ttetbii 
Government,  and  to  lay  tbe  United  States  ao- 
der  oontribution.  Every  newspa{>er  told  tlieoi 
this ;  yet  some  gentlemen  seem  opposed  t" 
every  thing  intended  to  reeist  their  doings,  v 
even  to  td!  them  they  have  done  wrong- 
For  bis  part,  he  bdieved  that  nation  had  been 
boiling  over  with  madness  for  two  yean  pKti 
and  ttiat  they  are,  totally  void  of  aveiy  vima 

They  have  told  ua,  said  Ur.  S.^  plam  le^Il^ 
they  mean  to  suljagate  no.  They  say  tb«y 
have  a  strong  party  in  this  eoontiy,  and  Uwt 
they  understand  diplomatic  oaenoy  as  wdl  *■ 
any  other  nation.  This  he  bdieved,  as  best* 
they  had  effectually  used  that  power  ia  sob- 
dning  every  conntry  in  Europe  that  they  I'»<1 
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w;  tMnn  to  do  with,  azoept  Great  Britain,  and 
tw  feared  tlie;  wonld  enooeed  ag^nst  ber.  No 
man,  he  said,  disliked  war  more  than  Mm ;  but, 
be  Wiered,  the  beet  way  of  preserring  onr- 
BdTM  from  It,  was  to  takemeasarea  to  oppose  a 
power  which  has  ao  u^otrtly  treated  ns.  We 
ought  not,  he  said,  to  trifle  anv  longer,  bat  take 
new  gronnd.  The  more  Insolta  we  Bnbmit  t«, 
the  more  we  afaall  hav&  He  ooold  not  mippose 
goitlnaeii  would  be  wilting  to  wait  till  all  onr 
Teasels  are  taken  and  our  QoverniDent  otoi^ 
dome,  before  they  will  make  re^Btance.  If  we 
meant  to  preaerve  onr  independence,  he  believed 
reaistance  ongbt  now  to  be  made.  It  is  time, 
Mid  he,  to  tell  the  Frenoh  nation,  "  n-e  will 
not  sabmit  say  longer."  This  was  the  way 
ire  guned  onr  independence,  and  this  most  be 
the  way  by  which  we  mnst  keep  it  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  bill  would  pass  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Ona  said,  thongh  he  had  enffident  oon- 
fidence  in  the  oomniittee  to  indnce  him  to  be- 
Berve  that  the  present  motion  cannot  soooeed, 
yet  be  oonld  not  forbear  to  expostulate  with 
gentlemen  on  the  impropriety  of  any  measnree 
which  shonld  have  a  tendency  to  give  anneoes- 
■ary  offence  to  other  nations,  berides  that  against 
which  we  are  called  npon  to  act.  To  increase 
oor  foes  wonld  only  be  to  aggravate  onr  misfor- 
tanes.  "Hx.  O.  hoped  and  believed  this  country 
wmdd  be  able  to  defbod  itself  singly  and  alone ; 
but,  foppoaing,  as  gentlemen  agree  to  be  tme, 
that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  wonld  it  not 
be  highly  impcditio  to  irritate  a  power  whose 
■SBtstance  we  may  find  very  acceptable  In  the 
.  eotnM  of  a  fbw  months  against 
~  myl    He  htqwdit  wonld  * 


we  are  driven  into  war  with  onr  old  fKends, 
that  we  may  willingly  avul  onrselvee  of  the 
lid  of  onr  old  enemies ;  for,  thoogh  we  had 
■rffered  injuries  fhim  more  nations  than  one, 
yet  be  iVi^ed  with  onr  Envoys  in  the  sentiment 
that,  if  France  should  attack  no,  we  mnst  seek 
the  best  means  of  defence ;  and  may  find  it 
more  prudent  to  forgive  than  to  provoke,  by 
lianh  measoree,  a  nation  which  may  aid  in  onr 
drfenoe. 

Hr.  O.  said,  i^  after  injuries  had  been  oom- 
ndtted  agiunst  ns  by  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
of  the  same  natnre  with  those  which  have  been 
heaped  opon  ns  by  France,  and  thoee  nadona. 
Eke  her,  had  rethsed  to  hear  ns,  or  to  do  tis 
Jsstioe,  he  would  sapport  the  same  measnres 
■g^nst  them  and  vindicate  onr  national  charac- 
ter and  honor.  Bnt  thongh  he  should  by  no 
BtHu  attempt  to  eitenoate  the  condoot  of 
Great  Britain  or  Spain,  he  believed  he  might 
ny  that  the  d^redadons  committed  by  those 
pvwera  snbaeqnent  to  their  treaties,  have  been 
vder  color,  at  least,  of  the  hiws  of  nations. 
Bttt  the  differenoe  in  the  decrees  of  these  de- 
Mdations,  in  comparison  with  those  of  the 
h«Dch  BepnbHa,  cannot  be  better  ascertained 
4>u  by  the  rates  of  insnrance  paid  as  a  secu- 


and  British  for  five  per  cent,  whilst  it  cannot  be 
proonred  against  the  French  for  less  than  twenty- 
flveor  thirty  per  cent  And  thoogh  the  British 
cruisers  do,  in  some  cases,  take  onr  vessels,  in 
others  they  afihrd  them  protection.  Indeed,  he 
believed,  the  nnmt>er  of  onr  vessels  rescued 
fh>m  the  fongs  of  the  French,  and  restored  to 
ns  by  the  British,  greatly  exceed  in  valne  the 
amonnt  cf  those  which  have  been  taken  from 
ns  by  them  nnoe  tbeir  treaty.  They  have  saved 
to  Philadelphia  aboat  a  half  a  million  of  doUara. 
With  respect  to  Spain,  he  believed  her  disposi- 
tion towards  ns  to  be  friendly,  and  that  an  in- 
jury offered  by  them  to  ns  was  done  at  the 
instigation  of  another  oonntry.  Again,  we  have 
received,  under  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Briton, 
£100,000  sterling  for  damages  enstained  by  her 
depredations,  and  from  Spain  $600,000  have 
been  awarded  on  the  same  aooonnt  So  that 
no  comparison  could  possibly  be  made  between 
the  treatment  we  eiperienced  from  £>anoe  end 
those  oonntries.  She  makes  no  treaties— she 
pays  no  compensations. 

Mr.  ErrTKR^  rose  to  observe,  that  one  of  the 
articles  in  onr  treati^  with  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  stipnlatee  tb&t  no  reprisals  shall  be 
aathorized  by  either  country  until  applicatdcm 
shall  be  made  to  the  other,  which  he  thought 
would  be  a  snffident  reason  for  negativing  the 
amendment  He  believed  it  would  be  proper  to 
adopt  an  additional  mle  to  those  already  estab- 
lished  for  the  government  of  the  House,  via; 
that  when  Frenoh  privateers  come  withiu  our 
own  porta  and  take  our  vessels,  a  long  debate 
shall  not  lake  place  upon  a  Inll  to  instmot 
the  oommandera  of  oor  Teasels  to  make  rq>^ 
sals. 

Mr.  GAU.ATIH,  in  reply  to  the  laatobservatioB 
of  Ur.  EiiTSRA,  aid  that,  if  his  assertion  was 
true,  that  the  Frenob  privateers  were  committing 
depredations  within  our  own  ports,  or  any  where 
within  OUT  JnriBdiotion,  it  was  no  reason  why 
this  bill  should  pass  immediately ;  for,  without 
the  bill,  the  PBieiDzirT  had  Ml  power  to  apply 
the  armed  vessels,  or  any  other  force  at  his  oia- 
poeal,  in  repelling  the  outrage.  As  to  the 
amendment,  he  wonld  not  pretend  to  say  that  it 
was  very  essential ;  bnt,  he  BUi90Md,tlie  reason 
for  moving  it  was  this :  It  was  asserted  that 
this  bill  was  not  a  dedaration  of  war,  hot  only 
a  kind  of  special  reprisal  authorized  bjr  the  law 
of  nations ;  it  was,  therefore,  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  make' it  a  general  r^ulation.  If 
it  was  intended  to  be  a  declaration  of  war, 
it  would  be  extremely  wrong  to  make  two 
enemies  histead  of  one.  If  it  was  to  be  paned 
with  thstinWntion,  it  wonld  be  wrong  to  adopt 
the  amendment ;  bnt  he  supposed  it  was  intro- 
duced on  the  ground  aaeomoa  by  tlie  enpportera 
of  the  bill,  that  the  measures  proposed  mi^t 
be  ent«red  into  without  Tiolatuig  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  connstently  with  a  state  of  peace. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  there 
being  only  23  for  it. 

The  question  then  oame  np  on  the  bill's  going 
to  a  thUU  reading ;  when 
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Ur,  BiieNT  said  he  voted  ag&inst  the  amend' 
ment  offered  bj  the  geotlentaD  from  North 
Caroliua,  because  he  apprehended  its  efii 
would  be  to  involve  na  in  war  with  two  oo 
trios  Inatead  of  ooe.  The  amendment  of 
^ntleman  firom  Korth  Oaroliiut  waa  to  etrike 
OQt  the  word  tueh  in  the  bill,  ih  which  inst 
the  commanders  of  our  armed  vesaela  wAuld 
have  been  directed  by  the  Presipekt  to 
and  take  the  vessels  of  anynationa  that  ahe]] 
lure  committed,  or  are  foand  hovering  on  oar 
ooaat  for  the  pnrpose  of  committing,  depredft- 
liona  on  the  oommeroe  of  the  United  Stat' 
As  the  bill  now  stands,  it  will  only  appl; 
French  depredstions ;  if  amended  aa  proposed, 
it  would  have  applied  to  Great  Britain,  or  onj 
other  country  whose  aubjecta  or  oitiiena  are 
tmlawfnily  spoliating  our  comineroe — as  he  be- 
lieved that  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  Btipn- 
lationa  of  treaties  had  been  violated  in  relation 
to  OB.  not  only  by  tlie  Frenob,  hot  the  British 
also,  he  oonndered  the  tendencj  of  this  amend- 
ment might  be  to  involve  ns  in  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  he  did  not  widi  to  inorease  the 
munber  of  fbea  with  whom  we  were  to  en_ 
in  hostiUty.  That  he  was  dtoorate  in  his  opinion 
that  the  armed  vessels  of  Great  Britain  were  at 
this  time  in  the  praetioe  of  violating  onr  neatral 
righto,  seemed  to  be  acknowledged  by  oihera, 
and  particnlarly  by  the  member  from  Haasa- 
ohnsetts,  (Ifr.  Oria,)  who  had  opposed  the 
amendment,  with  a  suggestion  that  in  the  event 
of  an  open  rapture  with  France,  it  might  be 
expedient  fbr  ua  to  call  in  the  aid  of  England, 
and,  eappodog  the  amendment  might  have  a 
tenaen<^  to  create  irritation  between  that  codd- 
try  and  this,  it  was  improper  that  at  this  crisis 
it  ahotld  be  adopted.    Thia  reasoning  of  the 

Ssntleman  from  tfaa^aohnsetta  oonid  only  be 
erived  from  an  admission  that  Great  Britain 
did  not  at  this  time  respect  our  neatral  rights ; 
for,  aa  tbe  amendment  only  anthorized  the 
Buzare  of  vessels  spoliating  our  lawful  com- 
merce, thera  conld  be  no  clanger  that  snch  a 
regolation  wonld  involve  ns  in  war,  or  prodace 
a  ooobiesa  with  Great  Britain,  withont  a  pre- 
TioQB  aolmowledgment  that  her  armed  vessels 
were  illegally  depredating  our  commerce,  and 
Gonseqnentiy  wonld  be  aobcted  by  the  general 
provirion  of  the  amendment,  which,  instead  of 
oonfining  onr  repriaala  to  French,  extended  it 
to  veesds  of  all  nations  thns  acting  illegally  in 
Illation  to  ours. 

.  ThoQgh,  Ifr,  Bdbnt  said,  he  was  not,  nnder 
any  oircnmstoncea,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Maasaehnsetla,  for  embarking  our  destiny  with 
that  of  Great  Britun  in  her  present  contest 
with  France ;  though  he  should  consider  auch 
an  event  as  one  of  the  moat  deplorable  which 
oonld  befall  the  United  States,  yet  he  was  will- 
ing and  even  studious  to  preserve  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  many  iiijnriea 
we  had  received  from  that  quarter ;  on  the  same 
principle,  from  the  same  desire  to  preserve  the 
traoqaillity  of  Eia  country,  he  was  opposed  to 
the  bill  itself,  the  oooudered  thia  bill  as  perhaps 
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determining  the  qneation,  whether  or  not  there 
should  rem^n  a  possibility  of  reconcUiu);  quc 
differences  with  the  French  Bepublic  Be  coo- 
sidered  tliis  bUl  as  probal>ly  dispdling  ever;  ray 
of  hope  which  yet  remained  of  a  reoouciliatiou 
taking  plooe,  and  he  hoped  gendemen  wuuld 
paoae  a  moment  before  they  adopted  a  measure 
BO  aeriona  and  awful.  He  did  not  see  thalna 
were  at  present  exposed  to  any  greater  danger, 
or  onr  oommeroe  to  any  great  extent  to  ravages 
more  considerable  than  we  had  experienced  for 
some  time  past. 

He  acknowledged  that  onr  commerce  had  re- 
ceived great  and  repeated  ii^nriea  fromFrooce; 
that  it  had  long  felt  their  injories  and  still  con- 
tinned  to  suffer ;  yet,  under  all  these  ciicnin- 
stonoea,  a  diq>osition  has  been  constantiy  evinced, 
and  he  believed  was  still  sincerely  oherisLed  by 
the  great  mass  of  our  people,  that  reooona 
shonTd  not  be  had  to  the  last  &tal  resoit,  till 
every  mode  of  amicable  n^tdation  had  been 
attempted,  and  every  rational  hope  of  a  peso^ 
ableocyustment  of  our  complaints' was  eibwifited. 
From  tLese  impressions,  and  at  a  period  when 
OQT  oommeroe  was  suffering  their  ni^ust  deprs- 
dationa,  we  had  sent  Commisdonera  to  the 
French  nation;  and  was  it  proper,  nctil  ve 
were  certainly  advised  that  onr  Commisaionen 
bad  left  France,  or  that  every  hope  of  their 
effecting  the  object  of  their  misnon  was  to  ba 
abandoned,  to  precipitate  a  meaanre,  the  prob- 
able effect  of  which  would  be  to  destroy  all 
prospect  of  reoondliation,  even  if^  at  the  present 
moment,  our  Comraissionore  ehoald  be  engaged 
in  a  treaty  i  Ur.  B.  said,  that  neither  the  de- 
spatohea  which  we  hod  received  from  onr  C^m-  ' 
misaionera,  nor  any  other  intelligence  from 
abroad,  that  he  was  acquainted  with,  compellel 
a  belief  that  every  possibility  of  negotiaiioo 
was  past ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  perhaps 
strictly  within  the  bounds  of  probability,  that, 
when  the  Government  of  France  discovered  an 
infieiible  disposition  on  onr  part  not  to  acosdl 
to  terms  dishonorable  or  disadvantageona,  others 
of  a  less  exceptionable  natore  would  be,  and 
perhaps  before  this  have  been,  proposed.  But, 
m  every  event,  what  is  now  a  matter  of  con- 
jectnre,  a  few  weeka  will  redooe  to  oertaiaty; 
a  few  weeks  mnst  bring  as  certun  and  dec^ve 
accounts  from  Kurope,  and  he  was  for  poel- 
poning  all  deliberation  respectiag  the  very  deli- 
oat«  subject  under  consideratioii  till  this  int«]- 
ligence  arrived.  At  present,  be  believed  it 
wonld  be  premature  and  inexpedient  to  adopt 
the  proposed,  measures,  and  shotild  therefore 
refuse  to  ^ve  them  his  asaent. 

The  qneetion  on  the  bill  going  to  a  third 
rea^ug,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  naya,  and  stood 
— ei  to  89. 

The  bill  having  been  determined  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  the  usual  qnestion  was  pnt  by  tbe 
Spbaxeb,  "  For  what  day  ahaB  it  be  made  the 
order  I "    Uonday  and  to-daj  were  answer^ 

Mr.  Galiatis  hoped  Monday  would  be  the 
day.  He  did  not  see  the  neceasltv  for  pss^di^ 
tbe  hill  to-day.    Bnt  it  waa  aaid,  the  Hanaa 
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M^t  not  to  exercise  their  discretion  upon  this 
loyat,  bsciBse  French  privateers  are  within 
oorCipeH.  To  this,  he  replied,  that  if  there 
¥t)  uj  ioTuion  of  our  Jurindiction,  and  da- 
predatiam  comiiiitted  within  it,  the  Fssbidsst 
OT  TBI  UnTBD  BiABt*  had  power  to  repel  them 
fitboDt  this  lair.  He  knew  he  hod  it,  becaose 
He  pDver  is  eipresalj  given  to  him  in  the  law 
rapMing  the  revenue  cattere^  and  he  knew 
the  j»»«r  hsd  been  naed  bj  him  when  a  vessel, 
Uku  by  ■  privateer  within  onr  jurisdiction, 
bi]  been  restored  to  the  owner  by  the  Pkesi- 
BBi,  He  agreed  with  tie  gentleman  from 
DdiTUB,  that  the  Pbbsident  had  not  power  to 
mflaj  sa  armed  force  to  make  reprisals  of 
iweh  irilhin  onr  jnrisdiction  which  may  have 
bleu  venels  belonging  to  the  United  Statee. 

Bendea,  he  nnderstood  that  the  Senate  were 
not  in  sescioQ  to-day,  and  therefore  the  bill,  if 
Me«d  to-dav,  conld  not  go  any  sooner  to  the 
Mil*  than  if  it  passed  on  Monday.  If,  Uiero- 
(bre,  It  could  not  nasten  the  final  passage  of  the 
bin  by  going  to  the  Senato  to^ay,  he  wished  to 
iBow  what  other  roaaon  conld  be  given  for  so 
bisty  a  proceeding?  He  saw  none.  He  saw 
<i»  Mason  for  not  passing  i(.  Every  hour 
"a^t  be  expected  to  bring  despatches  from 
om  Uniitera.  It  wea  known  tliat  a  vessel  bad 
■TJred  from  France  which  is  said  to  have 
bongfat  aeconnts  np  to  the  8th  of  April.  Per- 
bip«  she  may  bring  information  that  wonld 
ftoiKi  nnanimitj  of  opinioa  as  to  the  propriety 
of  W»ng  this  biC 

Mr.  J.  Pabskb  said,  as  it  conld  make  no 
Terence  whether  this  bill  passed  to-day  or  on 
Vcciij,  he  ahonld  be  in  favor  of  Monday,  as  it 
ispwdble  the  vessel  which  had  been  mentioned 
mi^t  bring  some  advices  from  our  Envoys, 
though  he  expected  nothing  more  favorable 
bnn  that  qnarter  than  had  been  already  re- 
vived, As  it  was  aaid  a  French  privateer  was 
»ithin  oar  bonndary,  it  was  probable  she  might 
tiimm]t  some  depredation  which  might  be 
b^Md  of  before  Monday,  which  wonld  convince 
t'ety  one  of  the  necessity  (tf  passing  this  bill. 

Kr.  Otis  BAw  no  reason  for  delating  the 
P*^age  of  this  bill  till  Monday,  ariamg  from 
^  poedbility  of  the  vessel,  which  was  said  to 
M^e  urired  frwrn  France,  having  bronght  a 
"ews;  because,  if  information  should  be  roceiv 
&wn  OUT  CommissioDers  which  wonld  give 
ffifereat  aspect  to  onr  aOMrs,  the  PmaiDBSi 
TBI  CsiTED  Sra.TBB  conld  refrain  from  giving 
ttww  instructions.    If  tliis  bill  was  passed  to- 
^t,  it  might  be  reported  to  the  Senat«  on 
Monday  morning ;  bat  if  it  was  postponed  till 
Uoadhj,  genUemen   might  come  with  fresh 
notiuiu  4nd  epeecbea,  and  produce  a  fiuther 

}tr,  Davia  hoped  the  passage  of  this  bill 
ifonld  not  be  insisted  upon  to-doy.  This  sub- 
J«t  hid  but  Tery  lately  been  referred  to  a 
^M  committee,  and  they  had  made  an  eipe- 
™mi»  report.  He  had  just  pven  his  vote  ii 
kvor  of  tho  bill's  passing  to  a  third  reading 
'"'t  i^  otnitTary  to  the  usage  ol  the  House,  hi 


should  be  called  upon  to  vota  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill  to^ay,  he  shoiild  vote  agwnst  it. 

Mr.  Ta^nuk  said,  dnoe  the  bill  would  b» 
come  a  law  as  soon  if  passed  on  Monday,  aa  to- 
day, he  conld  not  see  why  the  mdtlon  was 
objected  to.  This  question,  Mr.  V.  said,  was  of 
the  greatest  importanoe,  as  it  went  to  plunging 
the  oonntJy  into  a  war  from  which  it  might 
not  be  extricated  for  many  years  to  come.  Tet 
gentlemen  act  as  if  they  were  afraid  intelligence 
uiould  be  received  before  this  bill  becomes  a 
law,  which  shall  make  it  unnecessary.  Indeed, 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  there  are  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House  who  are  determined  to 
have  a  war  with  France,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  y.  said,  it  Lad  been  oompltuned  that  an 
allusion  had  been  made  to  the  oofiee-honse 
books  i^  this  city,  respecting  certain  tnformatjon 
frvm  France ;  he  did  not  tbink  that  wm  mors 
ont  at  order,  than  what  was  heard  one  day 
about  French  privateers  having  landed  men  on 
the  coast — another,  about  their  being  in  onr 
harbors,  and  taking  onr  vessels  from  thence. 
All  which  stories,  he  had  no  doubt,  were  ndsed 
to  influence  the  votes  of  members  of  this  House. 
The  public  would  doubtless  see  them  in  this 
li^t. 

Mr.  SiTOBKATn  sfdd,  as  flie  gentleman  last 
Dp  appeared  to  have  some  doubt  as  to  the  fact 
of  a  French  privateer's  being  within  the  bay  of 
Delaware,  he  would  read  the  information  lately 
given  by  a  Captdn  Oanby,  on  oath,  at  the  office 
of  the  Secretfuy  of  State.  [This  certifloat«  has 
appeared  in  the  papers :  it  speaks  of  having 
seen  a  French  privateer  four  miles  within  the 
bay.]  He  would  add,  that  with  reQ>ect  to  the 
v^sel  arrived  from  Bordeaux  to-day,  ahe  brings 
information  that  our  CommiBsioners  were  yet 
in  Paris,  but  not  received  by  the  Directory. 
She  left  Bordeaux  the  eth  April,  so  that  tlie 
hope  of  receiving  any  favorable  news  by  ber 
conld  not  be  indnlged.  Mr.  8.  observed,  that 
this  bill  was  intended  to  meet  a  case  of  emer- 
gency, and  it  waa  proper  to  get  it  passed  aa 
soon  as  possible.  If  he  saw  it  passed  to^y,  he 
should  be  sure  there  cojild  be  no  difficulty  about 
it  next  week ;  bnt,  if  it  was  postponed  till 
Monday,  he  should  be  afr^d  of  fnrth«-  time 
being  sp«nt  upon  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Datis)  had  already  said,  it  woold 
not  bo  proper  to  pass  this  bill  while  onrEnvoTS 
are  in  Paris ;  therefore,  though  the  question 
were  postponed  till  Monday,  his  vote  ooold  not 
be  expected.  He,  therefore^  saw  no  reaaoD  for 
the  delay. 

The  question  on  the  bill's  being  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday,  was  pnt  and  negadved,  46  to 
41.  The  question  on  reading  It  a  third  time 
to-day,  WAS  then  pnt  and  earned. 

The  hill  was  accordingly  read  thethird  time 
and  passed  by  yeas  60,  nays  40,  as  fouows : 

Teas. — John  Allen,  Qeorge  Bier,  jr.,  BailBy  Bart- 
lett,  Jamsi  A.  BaTUd,  Dmvid  Brooki,  Stat^en  Bol- 
lock, Chriitopher  6.  Champliti,  John  ChapmaD, 
Jamei  Coofaran,  Joihoii  Cuit,  William  Ci^h,  Samnil 
W.  Dana,  John  Deumi,  Geoige  Dsot,  William  Ed- 
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mond,  Thomii  Etuu,  Ablel  Foater,  Dvight  Foatar, 
•looathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glenn,  Cbmuacxj  Good- 
Mk,  Roger  Griswold,  WilUun  Batr;  Qtoyt,  Kobert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Tbomu  Hsrtle/,  William  I^Ddmui, 
H«ukiitb*L  tlonner,  Jam«  H.  Imla?,  John  Wdku 
Klttern,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir,  WillUm 
Matthews,  Daniel  Horgau,  Lewii  R,  Monia,  Haitiaon 
0.  Otia,  Jonab  Parker,  John  Read,  James  Schnn- 
man,  Swnoel  Sewall,  William  Shepaid,  Tbomai  Siu- 
nicksoD,  Samud  SiCgreave*,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Georga 
Thatcher,  Richaid  Aomat,  Mark  Thompson,  Tbomaa 
TilUnghast,  John  E.  Van  AUen,  Peleg  Wadswcnh, 
and  John  Williami. 

NAra.— 'Abnham  BaUirtn,  Dand  Batd,  Lcmne 
Benton,  Thos.  Blonnt,  Kichard  Brent,  NacfaanBiyui, 
Dsmpiej  Bnrgei,  Thamu  ClaltK^ne,  William  Charlea 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davia, 
John  Daman,  Loca*  Elmendorph,  Jobo  Fowler, 
Albert  Gailadn,  Jamei  Gilleqiie,  Andrew  <}nK|i 
Jelm  A.  Haima,  Caiter  B.  Harrison,  Jratathan  N. 
Hareo^  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jone^ 
Matdiaw  Locke,  Mkttfaew  LjriMi,  Nathaniel  Hacon, 
Bfidr  UcClanachan,  Jonpb  McDowell,  John  Milledga, 
Anllionr  New,  William  Smidi,  ffiehaid  Bpriggi  Jr., 
Kohard  StaoTord,  Thomu  Sumter,  Abran  Trigg, 


IIOITDAT,   Mftj  28. 

Mariiu  Corpt. 

Mr.  Setall  called  for  the  order  of  tlie  Abj  on 
the  report  of  tba  Oomtnittee  for  the  Protection 
of  Oommeroe  Bad  the  Defence  of  the  Oonntrf, 
proponng  an  arrangement,  in  one  corps,  of  the 
maiinea,  who  are  or  shall  be  engaged  in  the 
eervioe  of  the  United  States,  and  b;  annexing 
them  to  the  existing  MilitBrj-  Eatabliahment, 
to  oondst  of  ft  m^or  and  snitable  oommiBsioned 
and  non-commtsuoned  offioera,  600  privatea, 
And  the  neceeeary  musicians. 

Mr.  Oallatis  wished  the  oominittee  who 
made  this  report,  -would  inform  the  Hoase  how 
manj  men  would  be  wanted  on  board  the 
aevwal  armed  veesela  of  tlie  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  PuxsB  said  the  United  States  have 
three  frigates,  twelve  ahipa,  and  t«n  galleyB. 
The  two  44  gon  fKgatee  will  reqiure  fifty  ma- 
rines each;  one  of  Se  will  need 48  men;  two 
Teeaeh  of  S9  gona  each,  will  want  95  eai^ ; 
two  Teeeels  of  20  gnns  will  require  the  same 
nnmber;  eight  veasels  of  IS  gnna  each  will 
need  SO  men  each ;  and  ten  galleys  each  10 
men,  maUng  in  the  whole  SIS,  exolo^vQ  ot 
sergeants  and  mnaio.  There  will  he  no  addi- 
tional expense  sttMidlng  the  change  except  the 
pay  of  a  m^or,  and  it  wonld  be  mndi  more 
convenient  to  be  thoa  organized,  than  to  remain 
as  It  present, 

Hr,  y^Kimi  wished  to  iaow  whether  &eee 
men  ooold  aver  be  together  so  as  to  enable  tiie 
commandjjigtAoer  of  a  battalion  to  discipline 
tbe  oorps.  He  believed  tbey  wonld  be  separate 
in  the  oifferoit  vessels,  and  that  thwe  wrald  be 
no  means  of  bringing  tbem  together  for  tbe 
porpcMs.  Berides,  those  marines  who  have  en- 
gaged in  the  service,  have  engaged  to  serve  on 
board  ahip,  and  not  on  laud,  so  that  this  law 
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wonld  have  a  retrospective  effect  on  those  men, 
now,  to  say  they  shonld  serve  both  on  tea  taa 

Mr.  Brwux  coold  not  say  that  these  muinw 
conld  be  bronght  together  to  be  ditcipliiied; 
bot  the  m^or  wonld  saperint«nd  the  whole, 
hear  oomplnints,  and  attend  to  the  recruiting 
service.  He  wontd  also  have  to  attend  to  (he 
fortifications,  and  take  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
&om  the  War  office.  The  men  woold  also 
sometimes  be  on  shore,  and  without  some  offii^ 
is  appointed,  they  wonld  be  solely  under  the 
care  of  the  liontenant  He  believed,  npoo  the 
whole,  mnch  advantage  and  economy  wonld 
be  derived  from  it. 

The  qnestion  being  pnt  npon  the  report,  it 
was  agreed  to — 64  votes  being  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Home 
agreed  to  the  report,  af1«r  a  few  obeerTstions 
from  Ifr.  Galutih,  hoping  that,  when  tht  hill 
was  bronght  in,  this  corps  of  marines  would  Dot 
be  made  o  permanent  i«rt  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment ;  bnt  only  nave  the  same  doratjoo 
with  the  Inws  for  equipping  and  keying  in 
employment  the  onned  vossels. 

Fbidat,  Jose  1. 
/ntorwuras  vith  J^VvmM. 

The  bill  for  snspending  the  oommerrial  !s- 
teroonrse  between  tlie  United  States  and  tbe 
French  Kepnblic,  was  read  the  third  time;  tnd, 
after  the  btanlcB  were  filled, 

Mr.  GALU.Tnt  inqnired,  whether  there  w«> 
not  a  mistake  in  the  third  section  of  the  bill  in 
that  part  which  related  to  foreignera.  Tbebil^ 
as  it  etonda,  woold  afi'ect  vesada  bebnging  to 
foreigners  residing  here.  He  proposed  a  change 
in  the  phraseology. 

Mr,  Skwaii,  had  no  objection  to  the  ilten- 
tion,  and  he  sa^posed  It  might  be  made  b^  gen- 
eral consent,  without  recommitting  the  bill. 

Consent  was  granted,  and  the  alteration  n»d& 

The  following  qnestion  waa  then  pnt,  "ESiill 
this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  UoDownxcocId  not  reconcile  it  to  liia- 
self  to  ^ve  a  dient  vote  on  tbe  passage  of  this 
important  bUl.  He  had  heard  no  reason  »- 
dgned  for  the  introdnction  of  this  toll,  «lher 
when  the  original  proposition  was  before  ^ 
Honse,  or  rinoe ;  and,  therefore,  thongh  Qtt  KU 
might  pass  by  a  large  majority,  he  shoald  give 
his  vote  against  it.  It  had  been  said,  b;  the 
gentleman  fivm  Massaehnsetta,  that  thb  bul 
was  intended  to  aeonre  the  property  of  the  dti- 
zens  of  the  United  States  from  oaptve.  How 
was  this  to  be  done?  This  bill  will  not  lij« 
embargo,  and,  ther^bra,  cannot  prevoit  ov 
ve«eU&«m  falling  into  the  haqda  of  thftJrencb, 
or  any  other  n^ion,  who  diooaee  to  attaa 
them.  If  gentlemen  wished  to  effect  their  ob- 
ject, they  onght  to  mpose  a  general  embaijo; 
bnt  when  he  found  gentlranen  indiquscd  to 
this,  he  coold  scarcely  believe  them  scripasm 
their  wishes  to  prevent  the  property  rf  onr  ciU- 
lens  from  bdng  taken.    By  this  Idll  onr  mer- 
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chaati  tra  prohibiMd  from  trading  to  any  of 
tb«  porta  of  France  or'lier  dependeacies.  This 
b«  neitha  ihooght  politio  or  Just.  He  diooght 
tbere  ma  no  canse  for  going  this  length  at  pre- 
Mt.  It  wonld  be  seen  bj  the  estimate  oo  the 
Ubie,  the  great  amount  of  exporU  sent  to  thoee 
(omtriM,  and  this  bill  vonid  not  only  destroy 
the  trade  to  France  and  her  dependencies,  but 
iSett  ibo  all  DDT  other  trade.  Gentlemen  bet- 
ter Kqoainted  with  commeroe  than  he  pretend- 
td  to  b^  would  be  able  to  ascertain  the  effects 
of  thii  r^nlation  with  more  precision  than  he 
ceoJd  do;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  re- 
gokiion  »-onld  pnt  the  whole  of  onr  exports 
within  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  He  hoped, 
lierefora,  gentlemen  wonld  consider  the  incon- 
t«umDw  which  would  be  produced  by  this 
mtmre,  and  not  snfier  their  pasuons,  which 
in  N  highly  irrit&ted  ag^nit  France,  to  lead 
MD  dtizens  into  aeiioos  dificultiea,  for  the  sake 
of  doing  her  some  injury.  There  conld  be  no 
doobt,  ibat  the  moment  France  received  the 
iBAmnatioD  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  ail  ne- 
^Mtition  wonld  be  pnt  au  end  to^  and  they  will 
lij  their  bands  on  idl  the  property  belonging  to 
□liuns  of  this  country,  which  they  can  meet 
vith.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  pmdence  of 
merthuts  alone  wonld  be  snfBcient  to  regulate 
Ihe  bonnesi,  without  Legi^tire  interference. 
Mr.  ¥cD.  hoped,  therefore,  the  biU  would  be 
pMed,aad  called,  the  yeas  and  nays  npon  iL 

Ki.  SawAu.  said,  it  was  very  trne,  as  the  gen- 
tlemaa  from  North  Oarolioa  observed,  that  no 
fotati  resBODS  bad  been  pren  in  favor  of  this 
i«B ;  aod  he  did  not  know  that  any  opportanlty 
lud  Qccured  in  which  they  ooidd  with  pro 
priety  have  been  given.  Certainly  if  a  measure 
inaeto  with  general  uiprohation,  and  passes 
litioot  aignment  and  without  discnssion,  it 
aiul  have  been  carried  for  the  tieat  reasons. 
BesBMu,  said  he,  are  not  strengthened  by  de- 
^;  general  consent  indicates  the  strongest 
nssoDi  in  &Tor  of  a  measore  that  can  be  aa- 

The  RnHetnui  from  North  Oarolina  has  snp- 

Cd  that  the  only  argnmenta  in  favor  of  this 
vss,  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  protect- 
ing the  commerce  of  onr  dtizens ;  that  argn- 
Bcnt,  be  agreed,  was  forcible,  but  he  confeaeed 
Iw  relied  upon  this  measore  very  much  afiecling 
WD-  memy.  It  ocoQired  to  the  committee  thot 
this  metgnre  might  very  mnoh  distress  the 
Fmeh  Vest  Indies,  which  are  the  harbor  of  a 
un  of  pirateei,  which  oontinnally  aAail  onr 
mnmerce.  It  la  tru^  he  said,  that  onr  oom- 
lURe  is  alto  annoyed  in  the  EnropcAu  ceas,  but 
is  a  moch  greater  degree  from  vessets  fitted  ont 
^nni  the  West  Indies^  the  privateers  from  these 
kJsndi  depredate  onr  commerce  npon  our  coast^ 
lad  if  DO  measores  are  taken  to  prevent  it,  they 
"ligbt  soon  be  expected  on  onr  shores.    Any 


UkMi  to  prevent  this  misohieC  This  would  not 
k  csnying  on  hostility,  bnt  wonld  withdraw 
frttn  oar  eoemiee  the  meant  of  anpporting  their 


hostility.  Gentlemen  have  objected  to  this  bill 
because  they  conceive  it  wiU  not  have  this 
effect;  be  was,  on  the  oootrary,  in  &vor  of  It, 
because  he  believed  it  wonld  hove  the  effect 

Mr.  S.  considered  onr  trade  with  iFranoe  as  at 
present  annihilated,  as  well  as  that  with  Spun 
and  Holland,  in  a  great  degree;  and  Fraooe 
must  hereafter,  if  this  bill  passee  into  a  law, 
carry  on  her  tt^de  with  this  conntry  by  meanii 
of  vessels  belonging  to  the  Hanse  Towns. 
Sweden,  or  Denmark;  and  having  reduoed 
France  to  the  necessity  of  changing  her  measures 
with  rward  to  the  nentral  powers  of  Enrope, 
she  might,  perhaps,  be  indnoed  to  change  her 
conduct  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  or 
perhaps  with  respect  to  all  the  nentral  powers. 
He  thought  this  measure  recommended  by  these 
political  considerations.  Whether  it  would  pro- 
duce all  the  effect  which  hod  been  mentioned, 
he  could  nut  tell,  bnt  it  was  well  calcolated  M 
produce  it  And  the  only  objection  to  the 
measure  appeared  to  be,  that  it  would  prodnoe 
commercial  disadvantages  to  onr  merchants; 
bat  since  the  adoption  of  the  decree  of  tlie 
French  Directory,  which  directs  that  all  nen- 
tral vessels,  with  British  produce  or  mannfilfr 
tnres  on  hoard,  shall  be  confiscated  as  good 
prizes,  and  which  goes  to  the  destruction  of 
nearly  all  our  trade,  this  objection  wonld  bav* 
bnt  little  weight,  as  a  trade  thus  carried  on 
woald  stand  bnt  a  very  small  chance  of  pro- 
ducing any  profit  Some  merchants,  indeed, 
are  of  opinion  that  onr  trade  to  France  and  her 
dependencies  has  for  a  long  time  past  been  at- 
tended with  loss  instead  of  profit  It  was 
evident,  he  said,  that  the  decree  to  which  be 
had  alluded  had  already  had  the  effect  in  this 
country  to  tower  the  price  of  onr  produce,  aa 
many  vessels  employed  in  that  trade  are  now 
employed  in  a  different  manner. 

Mr.  GjoiATK  most  confess,  wilhout  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  very  good  Judge  of  the  subject,  that 
this  measure  appeared  to  him  at  least  of  a 
doubtful  nature.  The  object  of  it  is  aaid  to  be 
to  distress  France  and  the  French  West  Indies 
as  mnoh  as  possible.  How  fhr  this  conld  be 
effected,  or  whether  the  attempt  to  distress  onr 
enemy  might  not  distress  onrselves  more  than 
the  enemy,  he  was  not  able  to  aaoertun  with 
precision.  With  respect  to  France  herself  he 
did  not  see  that  it  conld  have  any  effect  Aa 
to  the  West  Indies,  Gnadaloupe,  which  he  sup- 
posed was  the  place  principally  aimed  at,  wai 
BO  situated  with  re^Kct  to  nentral  islands  Hat 
she  conld  always  procnre  supplies  of  provisioni 
from  them.  The  only  place,  then,  which  wonld 
be  affected  by  this  regulation  would  be  8t  Do- 
mingo,  and  there  he  believed  it  might  hare 
some  effect  If  the  interconrse  between  this 
conntry  and  that  was  stopped,  it  might  be  dia- 
tressed  for  want  of  provisions ;  but  in  doing  this 
be  was  persuaded  we  should  also  injnre  oni^ 
selves,  by  annihilating  our  commerce  and  ^k- 
ing  the  price  of  onr  produce.  With  respect  to 
onr  aommerce,'in  six  weeks  or  two  months,  all 
the  tzade  which  our  merohanta  now  carry  on  to 
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Fr«Deh  ports  would  be  truirferrecl  to  other  nen- 
trol  nfttioDs.  The  DaOM  and  Bwedee  win  come 
into  oar  ports  and  oarrj  onr  produce  to  the 
Frenoh  istanda;  bo  that  the  only  difTerenoe, 
aftar  that  time,  will  be  that  the  carrying  trade 
which  ire  now  haTe  will  bo  trHDsferred  to  those 
powers.  France  will  be  Bnpplied  by  way  of 
HoUand  or  Hambnrg,  and  as  the  freight  and 
otherezpenaesatteDdiDg  the  trade  will  (^coarse 
bo  greater  than  if  the  commeroe  was  carried  on 
direct,  it  maj  be  expected  the  price  hero  will 
be  low.    It  wonld  be  the  same  with  respect  to 

5 revisions.  If  the  meaanre  would  be  likely  to 
istrees  France  or  her  islands  to  any  consider- 
able def^ree,  so  as  the  better  to  bring  her  to 
terms  of  accommodation,  he  should  not  object 
to  it.  The  inoonreniences  attending  it  most  be 
encountered  by  onr  citizens;  bnt  seeing  its 
effects  on  oar  enemy  wonld  be  donbtful,  and 
npon  oDTBelTcs  cert^un,  he  shonld  vote  against 
t£e  bill. 

Effectually  to  pre-rent  proTl«oni  being  car- 
ried to  the  West  Indies,  the  exportation  of  them 
onght  to  be  forbidden,  both  in  onr  own  Tesgets 
and  in  all  others.  Without  this  we  cannot  pre- 
vent  onr  provisions  from  being  exported  by 
means  of  neutral  veesels  t^i  French  ports. 

So  &r  aa  related  to  his  own  eonstitnenta,  Ur. 
G.  said,  they  are  not  immediately  concerned  in 
this  qneation,  oa  they  do  not  export  their  pro- 
dnoe  either  to  the  West  Indies  or  any  port  of 
Europe,  bnt  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  Sussissippi. 
He  stated  the  matter  aa  it  atmck  him,  and  left 
other  gentlemen  to  enlarge  upon  it. 

Hr.  KiTTLSDaE  allowed  tliat  the  bill  was  liable 
to  the  objection  which  had  been  urged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  might 
be  made  agdnst  every  meacnre  which  wonld  be 
proposed  for  the  d^noe  of  the  oonntry;  it 
migot  be  said  of  it  that  it  will  produce  some 
inconvenience  to  onr  conatitnents,  and  bear 
hard  npon  the  commercial  and  agrlonltnral  in- 
terests ;  but  he  believed  no  measore  conld  be 
devised  which  wonld  prove  so  ii^nrione  to 
tYance,  and  as  tittle  inconvenient  to  America, 
M  gnspending  the  oommerdal  inlerconrBe  be- 
tvasn  the  two  countries. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  thinks  the 
bill  nnder  consideration  will  prove  fruitless,  be- 
canse  the  Teasels  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  may 
earrj  onr  prodnoe  to  the  French  West  Indies ; 
this  conld  not  be  contemplated  as  a  probable 
event;  in  the  convnlaed  state  in  which  almost 
all  the  commercial  Statee  of  Europe  are,  neutral 
bottoms  will  be  in  too  great  demand  in  Snrope 
to  permit  of  their  seekug  flights  in  America. 
If,  however,  they  shall  coma  here,  and  the 
Danes  and  Swedes  become  onr  carriers,  we  can 
then  adopt  the  regulation  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman myn  Pennsylvania;  we  can  then  pro- 
hibit onr  intercourse  with  the  French,  even  by 
means  of  nentrals ;  or  as  that  may  be  impracti- 
eable,  inaamnch  as  we  shall  not  have  any  con- 
trol over  a  ncntral  vei«el  after  she  leaves  onr 
poi-ta,  we  can  lay  a  general  embargo. 

Kr.  R,  thonght  gentlemen  were  greatly  mis- 


taken who  imagined  the  present  measnre  vodM 
lower  the  prices  of  onr  prodnce.  He  did  not 
believe  they  would  fUl  in  conseqaeace  of  ttie 
present  bill  or  any  which  could  lie  passed.  He 
did  not  believe  a  declared  war  would  lower  tbe 
price  of  onr  grain.  For  some  time  past,  an  a 
pnrf«  war  has  existed;  the  French  have  made 
war  in  every  sea  npon  onr  commerce,  which  for 
months  past  has  been  bleeding  at  every  pore. 
G*jvernment  has  not  protected  the  trade  rf  lbs- 
conntry,  bnt  has,  by  preventing  our  Tceseli 
from  arming,  deprived  onr  merchants  of  ibe 
DBS  of  the  means  their  wealth  afforded,  of  pro- 
tecting themselves;  thus  insurance  and  )«unfQ'i 
wages  have  been  higher,  and  the  price  of  pro- 
duce lower  than  they  probably  will  be  in  a  stale 
of  declared  war.  The  grain  of  the  State  he  had 
the  honor  of  representing  sells  for  less  than  It 
has  done  for  twenty  years  past,  or  at  any  period 
of  the  last  war ;  rice,  which  is  the  great  itapie 
of  the  conntry,  and  which,  a  ftw  years  ago,  sM 
at  ax  dollars  the  hundred  weight,  now  ael]»  bnt 
for  a  dollar  and  a  half,  and  Indian  com,  which 
article,  the  year  before  laat,  sold  at  a  dollar  a 
bushel,  now  sells  for  twenty-five  cents  only. 

The  gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina  has  in- 
sisted, that  because  onr  trade  to  France  and  her 
dependencies,  for  the  two  last  years,  has  bwo 
great^  we  onght  not  to  stop  it.  He  thinte 
that  merchants  understand  their  interests  better 
than  we  do.  and  that  if  they,  who  are  in  tba 
habit  of  calculating  risks,  think  it  pnq>er  lo 
prosecute  ■  trade  with  IVance,  that  we  ongbl 
not  to  restrain  them.  Ur.  R.  allowed  that  rm 
exports  to  France  the  year  before  the  last  had 
beo)  great,  but  said  that  onr  retnnia  had  b«ai 
small  indeed ;  of  the  great  number  of  vahiaUs 
cargoes  sent  to  St  Domingo,  very  few  have  been 
paid  for.  The  prooUmations  of  persons  in  au- 
thority in  that  island,  and  other  deceptive  con- 
trivances, have  oUnred  much  of  our  property  to 
its  ports,  but,  arriving  there,  it  has  been  artri- 
trarily  taken  at  apricefliedby  thogoveromeiit, 
and  payment  made  by  bills  npon  France,  which 
have  not  been  paid,  end  are  now  lying  pro- 
tested at  Paris,  to  the  amount  of  many  nulhtHia 
of  dollars  80  that  onr  eiporta  which  the  ^n- 
tleman  says  iVanoe  has  taken,  nave  been  htff- 
ally  taJten,  very  little  of  it  having  been  paid  for. 
Upon  such  tenns  ft  was  imposmble  to  snppoM 
this  commeroe  wonld  continue,  and  it  is  falla- 
oiouB  in  the  extreme  to  calcolale.  as  a  perma- 
nent trade,  that  which  a  peonliar  atate  of 
things  has  oooasioned  with  the  French  islands 
for  some  years  pasl^  and  which  we  are  now 
snffering  for  having  engaged  In. 

Mr.  R.  said  hewas  not  apprebemdve  of  giving 
umbrage  to  any  honest  merchant  or  ftir  trader, 
when  he  dedu^d  it  aa  his  opinion,  that  a  trade 
with  France  wonld  not  and  could  not  be  carried 
on  at  present  but  by  persons  nnldng  under 
pecuniary  embarrassments.  Like  gamblen 
npon  tlie  threshold  of  min,  they  adventure  ana 
put  at  hazard  the  remnant*  of  their  fbrtniw  to 
increase  the  chances  of  recovering  what  bad 
been  previously  lost.    The  trade,  be  also  ba- 
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hmei,  WH  in  a  great  degree  carried  on  for 
KDw  time  past  by  bankmpte,  who,  by  meaoB 
of  Unk  Gujuties,  and  other  orediu  ft-andalentlj 
obUined,  were  enabled  to  t>peralat«  in  a  sea  of 
iiDget  and  risk,  into  which  they  would  not 
htre  gone  if  they  hod  had  any  thing  to  Jose. 
Id  HKh  a  Mat«  of  things,  it  would  he  wise  and 
npedieot  for  Government  to  interfere,  and  aay 
to  the  merchants  who  ore  willing  to  oontinne 
Irving  with  France,  Although  yon  may  be  dla- 
po«d  to  oontinDe  this  oommeroe,  because  it  is 
tuned  OD  upon  a  borrowed  capital,  and  be- 
tuM  it  is  iunirod  in  Earope,  yet  we  wiU  put  a 
itop  to  it,  for  we  must  take  care  of  our  B^lors. 
Then  they  are  abused  and  imprisoned,  and  their 
Mptsins  publicly  whipped  in  French  ports,  it  is 
our  duty  U>  protect  and  preserve  them  from  a 
(ontinnance  of  such  injnnes.  Mr,  R,  concluded 
*illi  observing,  that  the  present  bill  would  uo- 
cuiuQ  mncti  distress  to  the  French  ialands; 
voDld  be  the  means  of  preserving  many  of  our 
vmels  and  seamen,  and  answer  other  very 
Tilnable  pTuposOL     He   hoped   therefore   it 

llr.  Om  Raid,  u  neither  of  the  gentlemen 
wlio  had  spoken  on  tius  subject  had  expressed 
■0  npiuitm  which  had  a  priraary  influence  on 
1m  mind,  be  would  beg  leave  to  declare  it  In  a 
fr>  TordsL  It  was  undoubtedly  desirable,  that 
this  eoantry  should  have  a  free  commerce  with 
an  the  world;  but,  under  oor  present  circnm' 
itince^  witb  relation  to  France,  no  inlerconne 
■ill  be  maintuned  with  that  coontt;  by  the  fair 
AmsrieaD  mercbant  He  will  not  venture  his 
property  either  to  France,  or  to  any  of  her  de- 
pendtociet.  None  but  merchants  who  may 
tave  exelnatTe  privileges  in  the  ports  of  Franoe, 
«ill  now  carryon  this  trade.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  (^ttiea  Hedonville,  and  other  agents  of 
the  Directo^,  would  give  exclusive  privilegea 
to  a  certiun  description  of  de&lera  at  the  ezpense 
of  the  fair  trader.  Protections  of  thb  kind  hod 
been  given,  he  believed,  to  favorite  traders  in 
every  connderable  port  in  the  United  States ; 
•nd  were  not  the  proposed  regulations  to  be 
adopted,  these  persons  would  be  growing  (at 
Kid  rich,  while  the  whole  body  of  merchants 
vonld  b«  aafferiDs  from  the  ii^nstico  and  vio- 
leiMe  of  the  FrencE.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
be  pndent  to  leave  room  for  eoconrogements 
of  this  Und  to  any  i^  our  oititens.  For,  while 
Ihey  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving  large  favors 
finmtbe  agratsof  the  French  Qoyemment,  they 
*ill  be  Ukelr  to  feel  a  stronger  attachment  to 
tlie  interests  (J  that  country  than  of  their  own ; 
and  a  stronger  temptation  oould  not  be  offered 
tn  tbem  than  a  monopoly  of  the  French  trade. 

Vt.  O.  inquired  whether,  in  a  state  of  war, 
*»  not  uanal  and  proper  fbr  all  nations  ' 
t»>train  their  snMects  from  a  direct  trade  with 
their  eiieniI«Bt  And  are  we  not  in  war!  Have 
ce  not  pwsed  a  variety  of  bills  whioli  ^ntle- 
meo  bore  declared  amount  to  war  I  This  veir 
anming,  a  bin  has  been  paased,  which,  acoord- 
inK  to  their  oonstmctioii,  reaches  the  climax  of 
vtr  iiiiiOiiiiiw     11^  then,  we  are  now  in  a  state 
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it  will  be  Inexpedient  to  continue  to 
on  this  traffic.  But,  it  is  said,  if  we  re- 
own  oitiiena,  it  will  be  carried  on  by 
neutral  nations.  To  a  certun  degree,  it  might 
ipposed  that  this  would  be  the  case ;  bnt 
s  one  of  the  losses  incident  to  a  state  of 
We  must  expect  that  a  part  pf  onr  carry- 
ing trade  will  be  transferred  to  nentrals  for  a 
time ;  bnt  though  this  will  affect  the  mercantile 
part  of  the  commimity,  it  will  not  wonnd  the 
agricultural  interest  so  deeply  as  a  total  suspen- 
sion of  commerce.  If  neutral  vessels  come 
hither  for  produce,  the  price  will  not  fall  so  low 
as  it  otherwise  wonld  do,  and  the  farmers  will 
be  the  better  able  to  bear  the  burdens  whidi  a 
war  must  neccesaril  j  lay  upon  them. 

Mr.  W.  0.  CtiiBOBRK  said,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  vote  in  &vor  of  the  passage  of  this  biU 
for  two  reasons.  Tlie  first  was,  we  have  manj 
vessels  and  much  property  afloat  on  the  ocean, 
which  we  cannot  adequately  defend,  and  which 
is  now  constantly  depredated  upon.  This  mea- 
snre  will  keep  many  of  nur  vessels  at  home. 
The  second  was.  that  it  would  tend  to  increase 
our  revenue,  which  at  this  time  is  a  very  de- 
sirable thing ;  for  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
neutral  powers  trf  Etirope  would  become  the 
carriers  of  our  produce  to  the  West  Indies. 
Denmark,  Sweden,  and  the  Dntdi  all  posaess 
islands  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  French  Islands,  and  if  they  come  and 
fetch  away  our  produce,  the  duty  on  tonnage 
will  be  increased ;  and  the  duties  arising  from 
imposts  will  not  l>e  lessened,  as  they  will  doubt- 
leas  bring  with  them  the  produce  of  Europe 
when  they  come  out  to  this  conntry. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  via 
then  taken,  and  stood — yeas  S5,  nays  25, 

MonDAT,  Ju)e4. 
Ur.  MAao]T  infoimed  the  House  of  the  death 
of  his  oolleagne,  Mi.  Bbiait,  at  nine  o'clock  this 
morning.  Xlie  House,  in  consequence,  entered 
into  a  resolution  appointing  the  members  of 
North  Carolina  a  committee  to  manage  the 
Ameral  of  the  deceased,  and  stating  that  the 
House  do  attend  the  same.  This  committee 
afterwarde  reported  that  the  taa^aX  wonld  take 
place  at  nine  o'olook  in  the  mondng,* 

Seditiavt  Praeliea. 


and  seditious  practices, 
which  was  committed  for  Wednesday. 

[This  bill  proposes,  that  any  alien  resident,  or 
who  sliall  come  to  reside  within  the  United 
States,  who  hath  been  convicted  of  aov  felony, 
or  other  infamous  crime,  or  who  shall  be  a  no- 
torious f^tive  from  Justice,  upon  any  choi^ 

•  Al  thta  parlod  II  irug  til*  nutom  of  C0Dfra«  to  ban  tki 
AuwimliefmnsbanlB  tb<  monilBg  or  ituiIiic.  Ufoi*  tk* 
niHtlBi,  or  if  Ur  tlu  wUoDnuunt  of  tba  Bdum. 
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of  treasonable  or  BediCiotu  practices,  in  any 
foreign  State  or  conntiy,  or  whose  continnance 
within  the  United  States  &ba]l  be,  in  tbe  opioion 
ol  the  Fkesident  ov  tbx  Unitbd  Statib,  in- 
jniious  to  tbe  pnblio  peace  and  safetj,  may  be 
deemed  and  a^Jndged  a  dangerotu  person,  and 
may  I>e  required  to  depart  from  the  country, 
and  be  ^prehended  and  removed  therefrom. 
And  if  any  person,  whether  alien  or  citizen, 
■ban  secretly  or  openly  combine^  or  conspire 
together,  with  an  intention  of  oppodnft  any 
meosares  of  the  Government  of  the  nail«d 
States,  which  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  tlie 
proper  authority,  or  to  defeat  the  operation  of 
any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  discourage 
or  prevent  any  person  holding  any  place  or 
office  in  or  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  from  nndertAking  or  esecntiiig  his  trast 
or  duty ;  and  if  any  person,  with  intent  as 
afbresidd,  shall  by  any  writing,  printing,  or  ad- 
vi§od  Mjeiaking,  threaten  snch  officer  or  person 
ia  pabuo  tmst,  with  any  danger  to  his  character, 
person,  or  property,  or  shall  oonnscl  or  advise, 
or  att^pt  to  procure  any  insurrection,  riot,  or 
nnlawfol  assembly  or  combination  as  aforesaid, 
whether  such  conspiring,  &c.,  shall  liave  the 
proposed  effect  or  not,  a^all  and  may  be  pnnish- 
ed,  upon  the  conviction  of  the  offence,  bj  a  fine 

not  exceeding dollars,  and  by  binding,  with 

snfficient  surety  for  good  behavior,  or  by  im- 
prisonment for  a  term  not  exceeding years; 

and  if  Che  person  so  convicted  shall  be  an  alien, 
he  may  be  farther  adjudged,  in  lien  of  snch 
binding  or  imprisonment,  to  be  banished  and 
removed  from  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.] 

TrsBDAT,  Jnne  0. 

Ur.  RuTLXDOB  propoBed  a  remlntjon  to  the 
fbllowlDg  effeiA,  whidi  was  ananimonsly  agreed 
to: 

"  SaolvtiL  lliat  ths  nsmbeT*  of  Ihli  Hoqm,  from 
a  d«tira  of  uiowfns  their  respect  to  the  late  NathiD 
Biyan,  Eaq-,  member  of  thii  Hdqm,  deoeaied,  irill 
go  into  momning  fbr  we  nootti,  by  wearing  a  ei*^ 
ODthelaftum.' 

Belatu»u  with  Franet. 

A  Message  was  reodved  from  the  Prhidxnt 
OFTHE  UmrED  STATBfl,  as  fdlows : 

OmtfsMM  of  At  SmeU.  ami 

GaMaktn  if  As  Eoiat  of  Sepmmtatiim : 
I  now  tnnmilt  to  both  Honiei  tbe  <x>mn 
tiom  (itaa  aax  Eavoyi  at  Paiie,  teoeived  aiiKW  the 
lait  wliich  limve  been  praientad  by  ms  to  both  Hotuei, 
JOHN  ADAMS. 
DimsD  Sarvi,  Jima  6,  I79& 

The  said  Keasagts  and  ootmnnuioatitins  re- 
ferred to  therdn,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


t^BDnsDAT,  Jime  0. 
lir.  Allen  proposed  a  reeoln&ai  to  tlie  £ 
towbg  effect : 


Sfolted,  That  then  glisll  be  a  call  of  On  HoD> 
at  half  pMMt  eleven  o'clock  every  day  on  «liich  Ik* 
Houte  shell  nt  daring  the  praaeut  wmod.' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabl& 

Selatimu  with  Frmee. 

Mr.  B.  roBTKB  lud  the  foUowiog  resolDtiou 
npon  the  taUe,  vii : 

"  Whereai  the  Piench  RApohlio,  Rgmrdleai  of  duM 
principlei  tl  good  faith  which  ooght  to  enntra  i  dm 
obeervuice  ^  treatiei,  have,  id  variom  lutanoei, 
violated  the  eipreta  Mipulotioaa  of  the  trealiet  here- 
tofou  made  and  mbaiidii^  jetween  tbe  United  Stalai 

d  tLe  French  nalion,  la  a  ina&neT  highly  u^aiioiii 

the  interert  and  honor  of  the  Unitnl  Statu ;  lij 

USD  whereof  the  United  Statei  ore  reteued  Iram 
dH  obligatian  on  their  port  lo  n^iect  the  nld  trat- 
tiea,  or  to  consder  themKlvea  ai  hoiden  or  booLd 
therebj. 

"  Raolvtd,  That  it  !■  expedient  to  mtke  a  Lu^ila- 
tivs  dectaratdon  notifying  the  eitlnnu  of  the  United 
Stalci,  and  all  otben  concerned,  that  the  nid  tre»- 
''  u  are  no  lonfcer  obligatory  npon  the  Umted  Stotsi. 

"  Raoietd,  That  proviuon  onglit  to  be  made  by 
w,  aatboiidag  the  Prbsidekt  or  rax  Unm> 
Statcs  lo  grant  letteit  at  maK^ne  and  r^xin]  agiinat 
an  ihipi  and  other  veuels,  with  their  caigoef,  Ibmid 
on  the  high  leoa,  niliiig  under  ttie  oathorit;  </  the 
French  Republic,  or  bcionging  to  the  uid  Bepnblic, 

any  of  the  citizeni  thereof^  or  ita  dependendei ;  to 

odnne  and  1)0  in  force  until  the  Frendi  Cfovemnient 
■haii  revoke  and  onnnl  the  orders  and  deaeea  lotbiK- 
izing  the  captnie  and  detenticm  of  the  mad)  ud 
[oopert^  of  the  citixeni  of  the  United  Statee,  oontniy 
to  die  lawa  of  natiana. 

Baeleed,  That  proviaion  oo^t  to  be  made  by 

granting  a  bounty,  in  ptoportioo  to  the  die  lod 

ibei  of  gnna,  on  dl  armed  venali  {irtiich  ahaU  be 

taken  and   broogtit  into   anv  of  the  porta  of  (1m 

United  Statea)  b^ong^  lo  the  R^nblio  of  Fnnu, 

<v  to  any  of  the  dtiieni  thereof;  or  of  ita  dqieadui- 

(OM,  or  to  othen  lailing  under  the  aathority,  oi  jr^ 

Dce  of  anthority,  from  the  said  RepnUic* 

They  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Fbidat,  Jnne  8. 
Letter*  of  Marqite,  Se. 

Mr.  D.  FoarEB  then  called  np  his  resoladou 
relative  to  granting  general  reprisals,  lettera  of 
marque,  ^c,  whidi,  bdng  read,  he  moved  to 
refer  to  the  Oommittoe  for  the  Proteelion  d 
Oommerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Oountrj, 
with  power  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr,  Davis  hoped  these  resolatkms  would  not 
be  referred.  It  appeared  very  strange  to  him 
that  gentlemen  should  be  demroos  of  taking 
this  step  at  present.  He  had  heard  much  in 
this  House  about  French  parijee,  and  of  gentle- 
men being  attached  to  France,  but  ho  thoo^t 
tie  House  had  witnessed,  not  many  rainnM* 
ago,  something  of  another  party,  (referring  to 
tbe  negative  which  had  been  pat  upon  tbe  re- 
solution oalUng  upon  tbe  Pbesidskt  for  infbrmi- 
titm  req)ecting  British  depredations.)  And  jet, 
when  we  have  latelj^  received  informatioo  from 
France  that  peace  is  probably  yet  within  ow 
grasp,  a  motion  is  broo^t  fbrward  whid:^  u 
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idoptcd,  woold  effeotiuU;  ahat  out  all  hmrns  of 
ibionble  terminstioa  of  onr  dispute.  Id  the 
•MdaaoD  of  the  late  dcapatohea,  be  read  u 


n  told  lum  that 
M  nnin  tatttaOiam  of  our  Oommaciit,  if  that 
•mU  ba  igrMabk  to  the  Dinctoi;  t  if  it  wu  no^ 
n  scald  wiit  nm*  tima,  in  th*  expaotataon  of    ~ 


80,  that  two  of  oar  OommisriODen  mi^t 
upcctcd  BhtHtlf  to  retnm,  to  Uj  oertaio  propo- 
ritKau  hefore  the  GrOTemment  here,  or  that 
tlwT  wiH  write  for  farther  inatrnotions ;  and, 
vkilat  these  things  are  pending,  can  a  propori- 
tionlika  the  present  be JuBtifledt  He  tbought 
hL  It  -was  not,  in  his  mind,  a  declaration  of 
tit;  bat  it  waa  evidently  a  war  measure. 
And  when  it  is  evident,  fhxn  onr  Envoja'  own 
iboiriD^  that  tbe  n^odation  between  them  and 
the  IGmsterof  ForeiOT  Afiurs  in  France  was  in 
min  on  tbe  Bth  of  Marob,  tbe  date  of  their  last 
dejpttchei,  as  certaia  propoeitionB  had  been 
made  to  tbem  vhioh  were  not  rejected,  ho 
Uxnght  it  wonid  be  extremelj  imprndent  to 
nAr  rascdntiMia  of  so  hostile  a  kind  as  these 
wrtml;  are.  It  wonld  be  time  enongh,  Mr.  D. 
Mid,  to  adopt  a  mearare  of  this  kind  when  onr 
&1T0V9  shall  have  informed  as  that  peace  is  nnat- 
tffiuble;  bnt,  whilst  the^held  np  a  contrary 
upedstion,  be  conid  not  consent  to  do  any  thing 
*hici  ahooid  ost  wholly  away  the  hope  of  pre- 
(H^iog  a  state  of  peaoe.  With  re^)eot  to  the 
fat  resolation,  which  decUree  the  treaty  be- 
Inen  fYanoe  and  this  conntry  void,  he  had 
oot  mnji  objection  to  it,  becanse  it  mnst  be  so 
MuidfTed  tram  tbe  laws  already  passed;  bnt 
IfiOH  frhich  respect  the  sranting  letters  of 
ininpie  sod  general  reprisala,  he  tnonght  very 
oijwtioaable  indeed. 

Mr.  HixpsR  eaid,  if  the  a^nments  of  the 
potleman  from  Kentacky  were  well  founded, 
lie  had  not  introdaoed  tbem  at  the  proper  time. 
If  he  views  the  state  of  onr  n^otiation  with 
FruKe  in  the  light  which  he  had  plaoed  it,  his 
objertioQsto  this  measnre  are  nataral  and  oon- 
■BUDt ;  bnt  they  onght  to  be  made,  when  a  bill 
it  bronght  in,  against  its  being  read  a  second 
time ;  or  if  the  oMtion  had  now  been  to  adopt 
die  Rsolatioiia  instead  of  referring  them,  the  re- 
nukswhioh  he  had  made  would  nave  been  per- 
fMl;  in  order;  but  that  gentleman  most  know 
d«  there  la  ■  great  difibranoe  between  com- 
nitting  and  agre«iiR  to  adopt  a  resolation.  He 
■gold  confess  that  ne,  for  one,  should  not  now 
^  nady  to  agrae  to  any  of  those  propodtions, 
tbonil)  a  fbrtnight  hence  be  might  ba  willing 
Id  vk^  them  all.  If  the  motion  was,  there- 
^n,  m  adopting,  instead  of  referring  them,  he 
ibwld  move  a  postponement,  or  the  previous 
Twatkn,  or  take  some  other  mode  of  disporing 
of  tiuxa;  bnt  when  the  motion  waa  merely  to 
nftr  them  to  a  ooramittee  who  might  report 
DpoD  them  immediately,  or  let  them  lie  nntil 
Cinberinfbrmation  wae  received  from  onr  oom- 
n ;  or,  if  they  r«^>ort  a  biU,  that  bill 


did  not,  therefore,  a 
eronnj^for  the  alarm  which  the  gentleman  Avm 
Kentucky  haa  abown.  He  confessed  he  could 
not  look  npon  our  negotiation  with  France  as 
in  tbe  happy  train  in  which  it  appears  to  that 
geotieman.  He  knew  we  might  have  peace,  iif 
we  would  consent  to  baveonrproperty  plnnder- 
ed  ad  libitum  ;  or  by  paying  a  contribation  to 
the  Ml  amonnt  of  oar  ability  to  pay,  which 
were  tbe  terms  that  Talleyrand  and  hia  agents 
had  offered  to  onr  Envoys  ■  and  this  loan  waa 
made  a  nne  ^ua  non  by  Talleyrand.  He  oonld 
not  tell,  therefore,  how  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  coold  conceive  the  negotiation  to  be 
in  good  train,  except  he  (9  wilhng  to  pay  the 
tribnte  which  France  demands  fh>m  ns, 

Mr.  Vekablx  said,  the  gentiemas  last  up  had 
drawn  a  distinction  between  committing  theae 
resolutions  and  agreeing  to  them,  and  had  said 
that  he  himself  is  not  ready  to  agree  to  them, 
Ur.  V.  thoD^ht  resolotions  of  this  kiad  oa^t 
not  to  be  laid  npon  the  table  before  the  House 
is  ready  to  decide  upon  them,  as  the  moment 
the  foreign  nation  to  which  they  have  reference 
hears  that  antdi  resolutions  have  been  brought 
forward,  they  will  take  advantage  of  it,  and 
"ize  all  the  property  belonging  to  our  citizrais 

ithin  their  power.  If  the  resolations  are  not 
proper,  therefore,  to  be  adopted,  they  ought 
mimediately  to  be  rejected;  for.  If  this  is  not 
done,  we  mt^  expect  that  not  only  all  the  pro- 
perty of  oar  citizens  in  French  ports  will  be 
seized,  bnt  that  all  our  vessels  withont  ezoep- 
tioD  which  oan  be  met  with  will  be  taken.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  if  gentlemen  are  of  opinion 
with  him  that  the  time  for  taking  raeasnres  like 
the  present  is  not  yet  arrived,  that  the  reference 
would  be  refused.  It  would  do  infinite  mischief 
We  onght  not,  he  aaid,  to  ahow  a  spirit  of  thia 
Usd,  nntil  we  are  perfectly  prepared  to  act. 
And  as  he  believed  the  House  is  lietter  calculat- 
ed to  Judge  of  the  propriety  of  thna  changing 
the  situation  of  the  country,  than  any  oommit- 
tee  could  be.  he  ehoold  not  choose  to  ask  the 
opinion  of  tne  Committee  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country 
what  he  should  do  in  this  case. 

Ur,  R.  Williams  observed,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Sonth  Carolina  aeemed  to  argue  in 
favor  of  committing  the«e  reeolutioiis,  as  if  no 
time  would  be  so  proper  for  doing  so  as  the 
present.  But  he  believed  thia  House  would  be 
ecrually  capable  of  judging  of  this  matter  here- 
aner  aa  at  present,  and  could  act  npon  them  In 
future  as  well  as  now.  Why,  then,  onght  the 
Honse  now  to  refer  them,  when  even  the  gentle- 
man fiom  South  Carolina  says  he  is  not  prepar- 
ed to  vote  for  them ;  bnt  that  if  he  were  called 
rn  now  to  vote  upon  tbem,  he  ahonld  give 
D^^tive  on  (he  queetiont 

It  appeared  to  him,  Hr.  W.  s^d,  that  the 
reference  of  tiieee  resolationa  oonld  have  no 
other  appearance  than  that  of  a  ohallengey  and 
will  doubtleea  produce  the  oonsequenoea  which 
have  been  mentioned  by  the  geatleman  bom 
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Virginia,  And  honeTer  their  vesaels  taaj  have 
depredated  upon  onr  commerce,  and  anSered 
their  citizens  to  plunder  us  at  eea,  they  have  not 
goDe  BQ  for  aa  to  make  it  a  national  act  to  seize 
all  the  proportj  of  onr  citizens  vithin  their 
power.  lie  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  thia  re- 
ference: for  thoDgh,  whenever  the  time  of 
actnsl  war  shall  arrive,  (for  it  seemed  as  if  it 
must  arrive,)  we  ahalt  think  it  necesgarr  to  do 
Franco  all  the  mischief  we  can,  yet  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  pradent  to  tell  them  we  mean 
to  injure  them  in  Uiis  or  that  waj  befordiand. 

Hr.  IIabbibon  believed,  that  to  refer  these 
reaolutiona  would  be  to  gi^^  them  a  degree  of 
sanction  ;  and  as  he  looked  upon  the  qnestion 
as  very  important,  be  should  call  for  the  yeas 
and  Dayi  upon  it.     They  were  agreed  to  be  taken, 

Vr,  Qallatdt  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  committee  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  refer 
these  resolutions  might,  without  tbia  reference, 
have  brought  the  subject  before  the  House,  as 
they  are  appoiuted  to  conuder  whatever  relates 
to  Uie  protection  of  commerce  and  the  defenoe 
of  the  coantry.  The  reference  most  mean  some- 
thing more,  uierefore,  than  a  mere  inatniction  to 
them  to  consider  tlie  Bubjoot,  beoanae  they  have 
alreadj  those  instrnctiona  given  to  them  gene- 
rally in  their  original  appointment.  What,  he 
aaked,  could  be  obtuned  by  a  vote  on  this  snb- 
Ject  t  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know.  He  conld  aee 
no  possible  good  to  be  derived  from  it.  He 
wished,  indeed,  the  committee  to  whom  it  is 
proposed  to  refer  these  reaolntions,  instead  of 
dobg  the  boslness  committed  to  them  by  piece* 
meal,  in  the  manner  which  they  had  adopted, 
had  laid  before  the  Honae  at  once  a  complete 
general  plan  of  defence  cou^stent  with  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  country.  A  mi^rit?  of 
this  House  seem  not  only  ready  to  take  eveir 
defensive  measure,  bnt,  in  a  certain  degree,  of- 
fensive meaaaree  also.  This  having  been  once 
determined,  the  committee  might  very  well  pre- 
pare such  a  plan.  Such  a  plan  would  be  more 
oonaistent  and  uniform,  than  if  individual  mem- 
bers  were  left  to  bring  forward  any  measmefl 
which  it  may  strike  them  as  necessary  to  he 
taken.  Of  what  use,  Mr.  G.  asked,  had  been  the 
reference  of  a  set  of  resolutions  made  some  days 
ago  by  Ur.  SrraKu.vBB )  No  report  has  been 
made  upon  them.  A  part  of  them  were  of  the 
some  nature  with  these,  and  would  authorixe  a 
report  ou  thia  subject,  if  the  committee  had  not 
tiie  general  )iower  already  mentioned. 

8»  far  as  any  oonciudon  conld  be  drawn  from 
the  despatches  of  our  Miuistera,  he  confessed  be 
had  no  great  hopes  of  our  nwotiation  with 
France  haag  ocmuaded  in  an  enectusl  monnu'. 
He  saw  a  kind  of  negotiation  open  between  onr 
Envoys  and  t^e  Fruioh  Minister  for  Forwgn 
A&irB.  He  aaw  that  the  latter  had  asked  for  a 
loan ;  a  demand  inadmissible  by  onr  Envoys, 
rinoe  it  was  contrary  to  their  inatrootioaa;  a  de- 
mand inadmisribie  from  any  Inatruotions  they 
might  hereaft«r  rce^ve,  for  the  sentiments  ttf 
the  Exeontive  on  that  snbjeot  were  well  known ; 
and,  he  would  add,  a  demand  Inadmissible  in  its 


[Jow,  ITW. 

very  nature,  inadmisBible  in  the  opinioD  not  only 
of  this  House,  hut  of  every  iniUvidnal  in  lbs 
House.  60  that,  aa  long  as  that  demand  wm 
insisted  upon,  no  accommodation  could  be  effect- 
ed. But  it  must  have  been  remarked,  in  the 
late  despatches,  that  when  our  Envoys  inqaired 
otiir.  Talleyrand  whether  a  loan  of monej  wu 
the  ultimatum  of  the  French  Government  he 
did  not  cliDoee  to  give  a  direct  answer.  Tbis 
shows  it  to  be  possible  that  this  demand  may 
not  he  tbtoT  oltunatnm ;  and  if  not,  as  we  hare 
heard  it  reported,  (though  not  offidaUy.)  that 
one  of  onr  Commiasionera  still  remains  in  Parii, 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  take  any  step  thu 
would  defeat  any  treaty  which  might  be  in  con- 
templation. 

MT,  W.  Olaiboeni  hoped  the  motion  for  poit 
ponement  would  prevsil,  fbr,  tliongh  areferenue 
of  those  resolutions  would  not  be  a  complete 
sanction  of  them,  he  should  consider  it  as  apr^ 
Inde  to  a  speedy  adoption.  His  observaticn  on 
the  paat  proceedings  of  the  House  justified  thii, 

Mr.  0.  difibred  in  opinion  tront^^  gentlemu 
from  North  Carolina  as  to  the  power  (rfOuDgreta 
with  Inspect  to  treaties.  Be  believed  Congrcta 
has  a  right  to  do  away  any  treaty  by  a  Legials- 
tive  act ;  if  not,  he  should  think  he  lived  Doder 
the  moat  miserable  Government  upon  earth. 

What,  said  Mr.  0.,  is  the  nature  of  the  iu- 
juriee  which  we  have  received  from  Franctt 
Have  they  not  been  wholly  maritime  t  and  hs^e 
we  not  done  all  we  can  conveniently  do  for  the 
defence  of  our  commeroe!  Was  not  all  out 
marine  force  already  under  auoh  regulatious  s> 
to  he  enabled  to  act  to  great  advantage  in  the 
prevention  of  fbture  outrages  on  our  oommercet 
Why,  then,  shall  we  proceed  to  measnras  wludi 
mn^  inevitably  involve  the  oonnti;  in  wsrt 
Will  the  adoption  of  these  reacduliona  give  m 
a  single  ship  or  gun }  No.  Why,  then,  widen 
the  breach  between  the  two  countries,  by  act- 
ing upon  a  meaanre  more  replete  with  unpoUi? 
than  any  act  he  ever  mw  fntrodnced  into  that 
House.  If  it  were  adopted,  it  wonld  go  to  tit 
destruction  of  our  commeroe  with  sevfral  of  thi 
greet  conunerdal  powers  ;  for  the  moment  war 
is  declared  with  France,  we  sb^  also  be  at  vir 
with  Bpain  and  Holland,  her  alliea.  And  vbea 
a  war  with  Spain  shall  take  plao&  the  commNM 
of  the  Southern  Btatcs  and  Weetem  oouDtij 
will  be  immediately  gone,  and  all  onr  Twseb  ia 
French,  Dutch,  or  Bpantah  porta,  will  donbtiM 
be  confiscated.  These,  he  asid,  wer«  evils  wbkb 
he  foresaw  would  attend  the  adoptaoo  of  these 
resolutions,  and  he  called  upon  llie  mover  U 
show  a  rin;^ advantage  wUdi conld  bederir<d 
fhtrn  their  adimtion.  He  hoped,  tberelore,  ib« 
qneation  wonld  be  poetponed  for  a  week ;  ni 
^  at  the  end  of  that  period,  Dotblng  ahaD  ban 
trannnred  which  wUl  make  thur  aaaptien  pn^ 
per,  he  trasted  the/  wonld  thwi  be  farther  pnt- 
poned.  If  FrtauM  la  determined  to  have  vir 
with  no,  we  most  and  will  defend  onnelvcs; ' 
bnt  he  was  desrona  that  no  aet  of  onrs  sbouU 
ghow  that  we  ootMlvea  wish  for  war. 
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Hr.  SrnsRZiTKB  did  not  feel  ytxj  solicitonB 
irtiethertho  reference  of  these  resolutions  ahonid 
or  ^oald  not  btj  postponed  for  one  week,  a9  be 

)did  not  think  bo  short  a  time  would  make  any 
essentia)  differonce  in  the  state  of  things  ;  bnt, 
u  be  knew  no  good  purpose  that  conld  be  an- 
fwered  bjr  the  postponement,  he  should  rote 
■gainst  it.  He  rose  to  offer  his  reasons  in  ftvor 
of  the  reference,  generally. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Gallitis)  had  fallen  into 
two  mistakes;  fae  had  said  that  these  resolii- 
tions  are  of  the  same  nature  with  those  which 
he  (Mr.  SiTOBSA'TEs)  had  the  honor,  some  days 
•po,  to  lay  before  the  House  ;  and  that  the  cora- 
mittee,  to  which  the  resolations  are  proposed 
to  be  referred,  bare,  at  present,  all  the  power 
which  this  reference  would  give  them.  He  was 
not  correct,  in  the  flret  place,  in  saying  that 
thew  resolutioDS  are  of  Uie  same  nature  with 
those  fomierly  submitted.  The  former  proposi- 
tions snggested  a  course  of  spedal  repHsnl,  in 
casea  limited  and  defined  ;  the  present  proposi- 
tions ore  for  letters  of  general  marqne  and 
reprisal,  which  modes  of  proceeding  are  essen- 
tially different  in  tbeir  nature  ana  their  inci- 
dents, in  their  theory  and  practice.  The  present 
propositions,  also,  recommend  a  dockration  on 
the  snlyect  of  the  treaties,  to  which  the  former 
on«a  made  no  allosion.  He  beliered  his  col- 
league to  be  equally  mistaken  in  his  other  asser- 
tion, that  the  committee  had  already  power  to 
report  to  the  extent  of  these  resolntions,  if  they 
shonld  deem  It  expedient.  Their  general  power 
was  to  consider  and  report  upon  bo  much  of  the 
Pbxbidx^t'b  Speech  as  relates  to  the  protection 
of  commerce  aaddefence  ofthecomitTy;  and  this 
authority,  when  construed  with  relation  to  the 
Speech,  cannot  be  considered  as  going  beyond  the 
measures  of  defence,  strictly  compatible  with  the 
neatral  portion  in  which  we  stood  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session;  and  could  not,  without 
•n  ezpresB  reference,  j  ustify  the  committee  in  pro- 
posng  broad  measures  of  hostility.  This,  how- 
erer,  is  a  question  of  form  merely.  If  the  com- 
mittee bsTe  already  the  power,  the  reference 
proposed  can  do  no  tniscMef ;  if  they  have  It 
not  already,  it  remains  to  inquire  whether  they 
ODxht  not  to  hare  it.    He  conceived  they  ought 

Mr.  Baldwci  said,  that  nothing  was  more 
certain  than  tbat  indivldnal  memlwrs  could  not 
Tote  to  refer  a  motion  to  a  committee,  as  was 
now  propoeed,  unless  at  the  time  they  feel  tbem- 
■elves  &TorftMy  disposed  to  the  object  of  the 
motion,  and  vote  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  to 
farther  that  object,  and  to  give  it  practicable 
dupe  and  form.  The  gentleman  who  bad  jnst 
■at  down  should  reSect,  that  referring  petitions 
is  a  matter  of  oonrse,  and  is  established  by 
Dsage  M  a  reapectftd  form  of  receiving  and 
beuiog  the  applioationa  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
lie  introdactiOD  ~  of  a  petition  requires  no 
Ncood ;  bat  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  ateo  in  the  actual  opera- 
tune  of  the  Bouse.  For  himself  he  must  say 
fttt_  with  reelect  to  the  present  motion,  ft 
ruuired  no  time  for  him  to  be  ready  to  declare. 


that  he  was  not  now  fevorably  disposed  towardu 
it,  and  could  not,  in  any  shape,  now  give  It  bis 
countenance  and  support. 

When  he  reflected  on  what  they  had  done  in 
the  small  space  of  a  few  weeks,  and  the  course 
of  measures  which  had  been  adopted  by  Con- 
gress since  the  receipt  of  the  despatches  from 
onr  Envoys,  be  thought  they  had  come  on,  one 
upon  another,  in  a  succession  snfflcieotly  rapid. 
Ihoj  must,  in  their  nature,  greatly  affect  the 
state  of  the  oonntry,  perhaps  more  than  wai 
ever  done  before  in  so  short  a  time.  He  thought 
it  wonld  be  wise  in  the  House,  at  present,  to 
make  a  abort  pause,  before  they  proceeded  any 
fhrther.  It  is  a  subject  on  whicn  all  Govern- 
ments are  apt  to  err,  and  to  proceed  too  rapidly. 
Let  ns,  said  he,  take  a  litllc  time  to  ourselves, 
and  f^vo  some  time  to  our  constituents,  to  look 
at  our  interests,  and  the  state  of  our  public 
affairSj  in  thenewposture  which  we  have  given 
them  m  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

Oor  measnres,  he  sdd,  divided  themselves 
into  three  classes ;  first,  the  internal  defence  of 
our  country  and  of  our  sea-coast.  On  this  there 
had  been  no  difference  of  opihion ;  we  had 
adopted,  pronjptly,  the  same  course  of  measures 
which  had  been  adopted  a  few  years  ago,  when 
we  were  threatened  by  another  Enropean 
power ;  we  had  fortified  our  ports  and  harbors, 
fixed  row-galleys  and  other  vessels  on  onr  coast, 
and  ordered  a  draft  of  eighty  thousand  militia 
to  hold  themselves  in  constant  readiness ;  and 
ordered  a  million  of  dollars  to  be  expended,  In 
procuring  arms,  cannon,  and  ammnmtion,  to  bo 
plaqed  all  aloi^  the  country  in  proper  situa- 
tions, that  they  may  be  put  into  use  by  such  of 
our  fellow-citizens  as  should  be  driven  to  the 
unfortunate  necessity  of  defending  themselves 
by  arms.  He  had  been  glad  to  see  such  a  per- 
fect unanimity  in  those  measures,  and  such  a 
readiness,  on  all  quarters,  to  vote  even  larger 
sums  than  wore  recommended  in  the  reports 
for  these  purposes.  This  course  of  measures 
was  founded  on  principles  merely  defensive, 
and  related  onl^  to  our  own  country,  and  onr 
own  coast  within  cannon  shot  from  onr  shoraa, 
which,  by  the  law  of  nations,  is  called  oor  ter- 
ritory ;  he  trusted  what  hod  been  done,  accom- 
panied with  the  spirit  and  reaolntjon  of  onr 
countrymen,  wonld  render  our  oonntry  impreg- 

The  second  oonrse  of  measuree,  which  he  said 
had  also  been  adopted,  was  exrtendfhg  our  mili- 
tary preparations,  and  carrying  our  force  beyond 
Dwn  Jurisdiction,  on  the  main  ocean,  to  de- 
__  .  onr  commerce  by  convoys,  and  to  seek  for 
and  capture  French  privateers.  On  these  the 
House  had  not  been  unanimous;  they  bad  b]>- 
peared  to  be  founded  on  more  questionable 
policy ;  but.  as  the  lawa  were  passed,  they  would 
not  only  be  cheerfiillr  submitted  to,  but  as 
vigoroudy  supported  as  the  others ;  it  was  now 
his  duty  to  hope  and  expect  that  they  wonld  do 
more  good  than  harm. 

The  third  and  last  oonrse  of  meaanree,  was 
presented  to  our  oonMderatlon  by  the  preseot 
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motion,  to  pnt  the  oonatij  immedi&telr  into  an 
BOtnal  state  of  war.  He  most  saj  he  uad  been 
snrprisei)  to  bear  it;  he  thoDght  it  very  ill- 
timed  ;  he  raoA  ezprees  apon  it  hia  Dtler  dis- 
approbation. Ah  had  been  already  stated,  the 
last  official  infomifltiuD  from  our  Edvojs,  showed 
tbatoor  ne^tiationa  were  still  going  on;  aod 
thoDgh  the  French  Minbter  still  insisted  on  a 
compulsory  loan,  which  onr  IHnisters  jnstly 
declared  to  be  a  very  ioadmiBsible  condition ; 
yet,  it  ought  to  be  no^ced  in  the  despatches 
that,  when  he  was  aaked  by  Mr.  Gkbby,  if  they 
were  to  consider  him  as  insisting  on  a  loan  as 
an  ultimatum,  he  avoided  the  qneation,  which 
gives  reason  to  believe  that,  as  things  then  stood, 
aloanor  war  was  not  an  absolute  inevitable  alter- 
native; it  was  HQcb  an  alternative  as  he  whs 
not  disposed  to  take,  so  long  as  it  was  avoid- 
able. Though  onr  mtnution  nos  been,  in  many 
respects,  bsa  for  the  year  past,  yet  in  a  state  of 
actual  war  it  will  be  macb  worse.  Be  never 
turned  bis  attention  to  the  part  of  tbe  conntiy 
where  be  lived,  bnt  that  he  felt  himself  com- 

KUed,  by  every  principle  of  duty  to  those  whom 
represented,  to  address  and  to  orge  every  con- 
sideration to  avoid  going  to  that  extreme.  They 
have  been  onoe  almost  totally  destroyed  by  war ; 
they  know,  from  their  dLstanoe  and  from  past 
experience,  that  prompt  and  adequate  protec- 
tion never  will  be  extended  to  them.  He  be- 
lieved no  honest  man,  deliberating  merely  for 
the  public  guod,  could  take  a  view  of  the  afiaira 
of  uiis  conntry,  of  bia  own  home,  and  of  his 
friends,  and  think  of  going  into  a  state  of  war, 
if  it  is  posMble  to  avoid  it, 

Hr.  DtsK  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Qeo^ila 
did  not  want  to  inquire  of  his  constituents  whe- 
ther tbeywonld  consenttoatreaty  with  France, 
in  which  we  shall  hind  ounelvee  to  pay  a  tri- 
bute. He  trusted  if  tbat  gentleman's  ooqstitn- 
enta  were  thus  to  instruct  iim,  he  wonld  refuse 
to  obey  their  iostmctions.  He  hoped  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House  could  be  prevailed  with  to  set' 
his  hand  to  what  wonld  prove  the  death-warrant 
to  tbe  liberties  of  the  country.  Mr.  D.thonght, 
therefore,  that  no  instructions  were  neo««6ary 
on  this  subject;  it  is  not  a  saliject  proper  for 
deliberation  in  the  American  Congress,  and  no 
other  terms  of  accommodation  bad  been  held 
out  to  ns  by  tbat  country.  Coee  not  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  aald  Mr.  B.,  oomplain  of  the  Fare- 
Tell  Address  of  General  Washington,  and 
(^  the  Bpeeobes  of  Mr.  Adama  and  sa^  that, 
before  any  treaty  con  be  entered  apon  with  n^ 
some  proof  of  our  friendly  disposition  must  be 
shown  towards  tbem,  and  tbat  proo^  he  more 
than  insinuates,  must  be  a  loaik,  or  a  tribnte 
to  tbe  extent  of  onr  capacitv  to  pay!  If 
the  despatohea  do  not  mean  tbia,  he  did  not 
know  what  they  mean  ;  and  when  Mr.  Talley- 
rand was  asked  whetber  this  was  the  ultima- 
tum of  the  French  Government,  though  be  does 
not  answer  in  direct  terms,  it  is  dearly  implied 
tbat  it  is  so. 

What,  then,  said  Mr.  D.,  are  our  hopes  rela- 
liva  lo  France  t    Does  any  body  expect  any 
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thing  from  tbe  terrible  generouty  of  the  Grett 
Nation !  Oan  we  expect  any  thing  from  tbtu 
justice,  or,  rather,  have  we  not  every  thing  to 
expect  from  tbeir  vengeance,  if  not  prepsnd  to 
meet  it?  Why  do  genUemen  tel]  the  Honse  of 
the  danger  of  irritating  France?  He  Uiought 
delicacy  of  this  kind  uanecessary,  when  speak* 
ing  of  a  nation  which  has  set  at  defiance  every 
moral  principle,  which  bos  taken  and  it  deter- 
mined to  tULb  onr  vessels,  oontrary  hi  everr 
principle  of  right.  For  himself  be  felt  no  luch 
delicacy;  and,  therefore,  be  was  in  faror  of 
referring  tbe  resolutions  nnder  consideratian. 
He  did  not  tUtok  them  so  notoriously  wrobg 
that  they  are  not  St  subjects  for  debl>eratioa, 

Mr.  J.  WnxiiMs  wished  to  say  a  few  irorf* 
in  reply  to  tbe  remark  which  had  been  made, 
tbat  members  who  voted  for  tbe  reference  of 
resolutions,  generally  vote  for  the  leedntioD 
itself.  He  believed  he  could  produce  twenty 
instances  to  tbe  contrary,  where  referenoea  had 
been  made,  and  the  measures  tbemse.Tce  after- 
wards have  been  disagreed  to.  He  should  gira 
his  vote  in  favor  of  die  committal,  becann  he 
wished  to  see  tbe  principles  of  these  resolution! 
detailed  ;  bnt  be  by  no  meana  pledged  himself 
to  vote  for  tbe  passage  of  the  buL 

Tbe  gentieman  frtmi  Kentucky  had  spoken  of 
two  parties  in  this  country,  bnt  tbat  tbe  deci- 
sion upon  a  resolution  of  this  morning  proved 
tbat  there  is  now  a  third  party.  He  eoppaeed 
the  gentleman  who  bad  made  the  motion  altnd- 
ed  to  wonld  have  given  some  reasons  why  it 
OQ^t  to  be  agreed  to ;  but  not  having  done 
that,  he  voted  agwnst  it. 

mie  Bpueeb  reminded  Mr.W.  of  tbe  qnestion-] 

He  then  observed  in  reply  to  the  remark  ■» 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Ur.  R. 
WiLLiAxs)  with  req>eot  to  treaties,  that  it  ^u 
'clear  fivm  the  writers  on  the  laws  of  nitioTH, 
that  when  one  nation  breaks  a  treaty,  it  ii  no 
longer  obligatory  on  tbe  other  party.  But  trea- 
ties are  nowadays  done  away,  and  power  nb- 
stitated  in  their  place. 

According  to  tbe  opinion  which  gentlemen 
had  themselves  oxpreased,  Oongreeabad  already 
agreed  to  form  different  measures,  which  woold 
involve  tbe  country  in  war.  If  the  pi*»wil  bfll 
was  passed  (and  he  doubted  not  it  wonld  be)  it 
will  be  the  fifth,  thongh  tbe  gentieman  fri^ 
Pennaylvania  baa  smd  tbat  this  referenoe  wiu 
give  the  Committee  far  *Jie  Protection  of  Com- 
merce and  tbe  Defence  of  the  Country  no  new 
power,  and  of  course,  in  hie  opinion,  it  conU 
make  no  difference  whether  theae  residnlioBi 
are  referred  or  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  the  qnea- 
tion was  negatived — 43  to  41,  B8  follows : 

Teas.— Jobn  Allen,  BaOsy  Butlott,  JimH  A. 
Bayud,  David  Brodu,  Chriiti^ec  G.  Cbu^ 
Jameg  Coduu,  IVilliam  Cralk,  Samnel  W.  Va^ 
JotiD  Dennis,  William  Edmond,  Abid  Fottai,  D*W» 
Forter,  Jonathan  FrMmao,  Henir  Glenn,  Chaancey 
Goodrich,  Bnger  Qrijwold,  Wllliun  Bmit  G>i7^ 
Robert  Gaodloe  Harnr,  William  modmin,  HuebsD 
I.  Hooner,  Jamei  H.  Inlay,  John  Wilkea  EittMi 
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Samod  Ltidbd,  WiIDara  Hitthewi,  Lewii  R.  Hoirii, 
Hnrino  G.  Otit,  Inac  Faricar,  JotiD  Bod,  Jobn 
Bitlcdg^  JBUor,  James  SefaomDaa,  funnel  SeoaU, 
IlnBiu  Simicluan,  Samuel  Sitgreavei,  NathBiiisl 
Snitti,  Oeo>Ke  ThatiJieT,  Kchai^  Thamti,  Muk 
Ihompioii,  Tbcnaa*  Tillingliiitt,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Fel^Vajnnnth,  and  Jobn  WiUiaDU 

Km, — G«o^  Baer,  jon.,  Abrnbam  Bildwin, 
Dnid  Bud,  Lemnel  Benton,  Thomai  Blount,  Richard 
Bro^  Stqihen  BnUock,  Dempser  Bnrgei,  John  Chap- 
au,  IVinaa  Cl^boroe,  WUliain  CharleB  Cole  Clai- 
biTiw,  Jdm  Clofitan,  Joahoa  Coit,  Thoma*  T.  Davis, 
Jcbt  Davmi,  Qeorge  Dent,  Alb<9t  Oallatin,  Jamea 
eiDBqd<s  A»draw  C^w,  John  A.  Hanna,  CarMr  B. 
Hurini,  JoaMduaK.uirana,  Joaaph  HeUler,  David 
HolDMi,  Wahsr  •I<aM,  Hattbew  Ljon,  Nathaniel 
Haraa,  Blair  Ifedenaclian,  Jnanib  HoDowell,  John 
Mnkdge,  Anthonj  Kew,  Jonah  Poller,  WiDiua 
EoiA,  Kchaid  ^)^gg,  jr.,  KIchard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Saakr,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph 
i.  Taraum,  Abraham  VenaUe,  Robert  'WiUianu,  and 
Hutbew  Locke. 

Itr.  SiTSBXATiB  mored  to  poetpone  the  con- 
ndentjon  of  these  resolations  for  two  weeks, 
Thich  moticoi  wm  Beeonded  by  Ur.  J.  Paxxbb. 
Kr.  VssABLB  inquired  whether  it  was  ia  or- 
ier  to  take  imj  Auther  t^aaitioii  npon  the  reeo- 
latioD^  the  ongiiuJ  mobon  having  been  nega- 
tixed. 

The  Bfkakkb  uuwared,  th&t  the  question  on 
referenoe  having  been  disagreed  to,  the  resoln- 
tions  themsalTes  are  now  before  the  House. 

Ur.  VntABLK  mi,  he  had  thought  it  was  not 
in  ordv  to  o&t«r  agun  npoa  the  consideratioa 
(^  these  lasolntions,  after  the  qnestion  which 
bad  been  Uken  npon  tbem.  He  knew  that,  to 
nffer  them  to  lie  on  the  table,  oonld  hare  no 
(Act  Dpon  the  people  of  this  oountry,  bat  it 
might  have  effeot  on  the  oondnot  of  a  foreign 
nattMi,  as,  Trheu  thej  he*rd  snch  resolutions 
were  onder  oonsideratiaii,  and  of  coarse  lihelj 
to  be  adopted,  they  might  anticipate  their  b^ng 
carried  into  law,  and  proceed  to  s^z6  the  pro- 
perVp  ot  oar  oitizena  in  their  ports.  If  this  mo- 
tion were  to  be  n^ativad,  or  withdrawn  for 
tile  present,  it  might  be  broo^t  forward  again, 
vboieTer  gentlemen  shall  iMnk  it  ought  to  be 
adopted.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  the  sns- 
pennoa,  aa  he  was  againat  the  reference  (f  these 
molaUona. 

Mr.  JtMoas  hoped  the  consideration  of  thase 
naolDtioiia  wonla  not  be  postponed.  It  was  a 
£ule  enriona  that  a  gentleman  who  was  a  few 
ninntei  ago  against  a  poetpoDement  for  a  week, 
*M  Mnr  beoMiie  an  adrooate  tor  a  poetpone- 
aeot  for  a  fortoJ^t. 
Tlie  SnuLKXK  said,  the  two  questions  were 

Mr.  BcnxDOB  rose  to  make  this  obaerration : 
That  membtts  opposed  to  the  former  motion  for 
pte^Mnamant,  when  a  mere  qne«tion  of  refer- 
ence was  onder  consideration,  might  with  pro- 
piie^  be  in  fovor  of  it  when  the  qOestlon  oomes 
to  ha  final  npon  the  resolotioo. 

lb.  B.  wished  gentlemea  to  ose  their  victory 
with  moderation.  Be  believed  the  conntry  was 
big  witb  expectation  that  q>irit«d  meaaaiee 


wonid  be  entered  into.  He  did  not  believe  thej 
approved  of  the  half-measures  which  Oongresa 
took.    Indeed,  the  countries  which  France  had 

overcome,  hod  been  overcome  ohieflf  from  their 
taldng  half-measaree  wbile  France  had  taken 
whole  measoreB.  Be  hoped  the  postponement 
w'onld  he  agreed  to ;  as  if  the  next  advices  from 
our  Edvojs  are  not  more  favorable  than  the  last 
were,  he  supposed  there  could  be  no  hentatdon 
in  agreeing  to  have  these  reeolnttons  carried 
into  effect,  and  to  r^^ect  them  would  have  a 
mischievons  effect. 

Ur,  Lzos  called  for  the  jeas  and  nays  on  the 
qnestioo,  bat  as  one  fifth  of  the  membws  pres- 
ent did  not  rise  in  favor  of  it,  the  qneetion  was 
not  carried. 

Ur.  Datib  wished  the  mover  to  withdraw  his 
resolution. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  put  and 
carried— 44  to  40. 

Alien  Slttnnei,  Ac 

Ur.  Skwall,  from  the  Gommittec  for  the 
Protection  of  Oommerce  and  the  Defence  of 
the  Coantrj,  reported  the  bill  respecting  alien 
enemies,  newly  modified,  which  was  some  days 
ago  recommitted  to  the  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose. Also,  a  bill  anthorizing  merchant  vesseb 
to  defend  themselves  Bgaiost  French  depreda- 
tions.  ThisbiTl  authorizes  thecommanders  and 
crews  of  merchant  vessels  to  oppose  theattack  or 
search  of  any  French  armed  vessel,  and  to  repel 
any  such  seandi  or  attack  by  force,  and  to  capture 
the  vteeelsmakfaigBnoh  attack.  All  such  captnree 
to  go — one-half  t«  the  owner  of  the  vessel  mak- 
ing the  capture,  and  the  other  half  to  the  cap- 
tors. No  armed  mertiumt  vessel  to  be  suffered 
to  dear  oat  hut  sooh  as  is  owned  by  citizens  ot 
the  United  States,  who,  t(^ether  with  the  com- 
mander, shall  Miter  into  bond  that  ^e  shall  not 


it  any  oatnge  against  the  vessels  of  any 

at  amity  with  the  United  States,  ana 

that  said  vea^^  shall  not,  during  her  voyage^ 


carry  any  artidee  contraband  of  war, 

A  Ull  was  received  from  the  Senate  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  aliens."  This  bill  goes  to 
authorize  the  F&iBn>aHT  ov  tbs  Uhitkd  Su-ns 
to  orderaUsuchaliensaahe  shall  deem  dangerous 
to  Hie  United  States  to  depart  ont  of  its  tern-' 
tory ;  and  it  after  such  order,  any  such  alien 
sbul  be  found  at  lane,  he  shall  be  imprisoned 
for  three  years,  and  for  ever  after  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  boMuning  a  dtizen  of  the  United 
States.  Ajid  if  any  alien  shall  return  to  this 
ocuntry,  after  he  shall  have  been  sent  out  of  it, 
he  sh^  be  imprisoQed  and  kept  to  hard  labor 
for  lifb.  And  all  commanders  of  vessels  who 
shall  arrive  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  after  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  shall  make 
a  report  in  writing  of  all  aliens  who  ahall  come 
passengers  on  board  their  vessels,  giving  an 
acoonnt  of  th^  age,  profesmrai,  description  of 
th^  person,  Ac,  oa  pain  of  forfeiting  three 
hundred  doliars. 

These  bills  were  severally  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Uonday. 
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B^TmotAT,  June  9. 

Kr.  3.  Paskkb  moved  that  tbe  btlU,  with  the 
BinendmeDts  of  the  Senate  to  them,  fbr  altering 
the  time  of  entering  BtiUs,  and  for  the  more 
effectoal  collection  of  the  internal  revennea,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee.    Agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day 
principally  in  going  throngh  s.  very  long  bill  to 
provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling 
honsea,  and  the  enameration  of  HJeves  within 
the  United  States,  previonBly  to  the  laying  a 
direct  tax  on  them.  The  bill  was  gone  throngh 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  withont  any  de- 
bate of  oonseqnence,  except  as  to  what  rdated 
to  filling  the  bluka  intended  to  oontain  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated  for  carrying  the  law 
into  eieentjon,  the  salary  of  the  Commissionera, 
Assessar«,  Ac  The  committee  had  leave  to  sit 
agdn.  90  other  bnaineis  of  importance  was 
done  tliia  day, 

UoHD&r,  Jane  11. 
Ur.  Habpbk,  from  the  Committee  of  "Ways 
and  Ueans,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  committed  for  WedneB- 
day. 

WEDSsaDAT,  Jnne  18. 
Direet  Taxa. 

The  bin  providing  for  the  v slnation  of  honsea 
and  lands  and  the  ennmeration  of  slaves  within 
the  United  States,  was  then  read  the  third  time, 
and  npon  the  qnesUon  being  pn^  "Shall  this 
bUlpaMf" 

Ur.  Davis  said,  be  was  nnder  the  necessity  of 
opposing  the  passage  of  this  bill.  No  part  of 
the  eommnnity  wonid  oontribnte  more  cheer^ 
Jhlly,  to  the  ertent  of  their  ability,  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  General  Government,  than  his  con- 
stituents ;  but,  from  tbe  knowledge  he  had  of 
their  sitnation ;  of  the  scardty  of  cironlating 
mediam  amongst  them;  and  from  the  want  of 
a  market  for  their  snrplna  prodnoe,  be  conld  not 
give  hie  vote  in  favor  of  a  tax,  which  ft  wonld 
be  with  great  difBculty  they  wonld  be  able  to 
pay.  The  people  of  Kentaoky,  he  said,  bad 
prodnee  of  every  kind,  in  abnndance,  bnt  they 
vant  a  market  for  it  The  Ifissigaippi  had 
lately  promised  a  medinm  throngh  which  to 
transport  It,  bnt  as  yet,  little  advantage  baa 
been  derived  from  it;  and  whenever  a  war 
shall  take  place,  it  may  be  expected  that  they 
wonld  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  which  the 
free  nav^tion  of  that  river  promisee  to  the 
Western  coimtry. 

Mr.  D.  sud,  when  he  oome  from  home  he  did 
not  think  the  ooin  in  circnlation.  In  Kentucky, 
amonnted  to  {10,000 ;  and,  since  that  period, 
he  was  informed  that  money  bad  become  still 
more  scarce.  If  he  thought  the  tax  wonld  be 
paid  withont  great  difBcnlty  he  wonld  have 
cheerfally  Totod  for  It;  bnt  believing  the 
trary,  he  was  constrained  to  g^ve  his  vote  agdnst 


m.  IJvwt,  ITM. 

Mr.  W.  Claibokhi  said,  tbe  people  of  T«n- 
lasee  are,  in  a  great  d^ree,  umilarly  RtoiUd 
with  those  of  Kentucky.  Every  one  enjoyed 
the  necessaries  of  life,  bnt  few  of  them  eipe- 
rience  those  conveniences  which  Sow  from 
wealth.  Money  is  a  scarce  artide  anninpt 
them ;  and  when  he  reflected  npon  the  present 
dtuation  of  things,  and  the  probability  there  i% 
that  the  avenue  which  was  lately  opened  fuilh« 
disposal  of  the  surplus  prodnee  of  the  State 
wcdd  soon  be  closed,  he  feared  his  conttitu- 
enti  would  be  illy  able  to  pay  this  tax.  Boti( 
OS  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Ur.Ui- 
oon)  on  a  former  oooadon  suggested,  he  Aonld 
be  mistaken  in  this  req)eet.  and  that  the  people 
of  Tennessee  are  well  ab  4  to  pay  tbe  tax,  be 
should  rqoiee  in  the  event.  Fearing  the  con- 
trary, however,  when  he  heard  the  peopletom- 
plaining  of  this  grievous  burden,  he  wisbed  to 
have  the  consolation  of  Baying,  "  I  did  not  con- 
sent to  this  law,  because  I  was  of  opinion  that 
Its  operation  would  be  partionlarly  oppremre 
to  the  Western  people." 

Mr.  OAixAnn  observed,  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly difficult  to  point  ont  an^  mode  of  taxitioD 
which  will  not  be  ineonvement  and  opprfssive, 
in  eome  degree,  for  some  part  of  tbe  people  to 
pay ;  and  it  must  be  expected  that  every  nwde 
which  can  be  adopted,  will  bear  more  barily 
on  some  parte  of  the  eommnni^  than  on  otb«& 
With  reepeet  to  the  ta*  on  taod,  he  most  «p« 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky  and  Temtes- 
eee,  that,  from  there  being  ■  less  quantity  of 
circulating  mediam  in  their  Btatee  tbin  sn; 
other  Stale  of  the  Union,  it  wonld  prohsMy 
Ml  heavier  npon  their  oonstjtueats  than  ufKn 
people  of  the  Atlantic  States.  Bntthereieme 
circumstance  with  reepeet  to  those  States  whiA 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  vii:  tbit 
the  tax  for  this  year  will  be  Wd  aoo«^  » 
the  old  census  taken  seven  or  ei^t  jeanipi; 
since  which  thne,  it  is  wdl  Imown  that  tie 
population  of  these  States  has  more  thin 
doubled.  Therefore,  the  inconvenienM  of  pay- 
ing this  tax  will  -be  greatly  lessened  to  ui«c 
SUtes  by  that  drcumstanoe.  In  the  State  of 
Tenneseee,  by  the  old  oensna  taken  in  ]7>1, 
there  were  only  86,000  Inhabitanla,  whweu,  bj 
a  censns  taken  in  that  State  by  theDiadT«a,twe 
years  ago,  the  number  exceeded  60,000. 

Besides,  it  appeared  to  him  that  beth  the 
gentlemen  assomed  a  principle  by  no  means  » 
certwned,  viz:  that  the  IGsaMpiH  will  tie 
shortly  closed  to  the  Weatom  country.  No 
people  conld  suffer  more  1^  eodi  an  event  tbiB 
the  people  whom  be  falinsw  represented.  TW 
stood  precisely  in  the  sitnation  of  the  CMtstiR^ 
ents  erf'  thoee  jtentlemen  ;  and  ondonbledly,  if 
our  present  difflonlties  with  Franee  should  |^ 
dnce  a  war  with  Spdn,  it  would  be  eitremelj 
&tal  to  his  constituents  as  well  as  theirs,  firt 
he  knew  of  no  reason  for  snpponng  tins;  and 
it  would  be  wrong  to  le^slate  on  a  presanipti<n 
that  such  will  be  the  case. 

In  relation  to  this  law,  it  was  not  formed,  Tb. 
G.  said,  altogether  tohiawUi;  bnt  it  wh  *< 
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Bdrlj  M  as  he  ooidd  gat  it,  and  it  wu  neoewa- 
ijAemoDejEihonld  bnaraiMd.  He  had  opposed, 
M  long  ud  u  fbroibl;  as  he  was  able,  most  of 
ibe  mMBiirea  which  made  the  great  eipeUHes  of 
tk  present  ge«aion  neoessary ;  but  a  mwority 
hum  determined  that  the  expense  Bholl  ob  in- 
rami,  tnd  that  measures  ehgll  be  taken  which 
Till  DKessaiilj  decrease  our  present  rereoae,  it 
bis  become  Uie  doty  of  every  member  to  pro- 
ride  the  means  for  paying  the  expense  to  be  in- 
Dund,  and  for  supplying  the  probable  deficien- 
dee  fif  former  reTenoee. 

If  die  expense  is  tobfl  provided  for,  bow  is  it 
tobedonet  It  most  be  either  by  taxation  or 
I?  kwM.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that  Oongreas 
Till  be  obBged  to  resort  to  loans,  even  dnring 
the  pt«Bent  seerion ;  liDt  certainly  it  Is  their  dnty, 
ahria  they  are  able,  to  provide  for  the pnbllo 
Bp^nsc^  withoQt  going  into  measnree  which 
win  increasB  the  public  debt  Onr  choice  lies, 
QKrefore,  between  loans  and  taxatioD ;  and  how- 
tm  inwavenient  it  may  be  to  the  people  to 
pi;  taiea,  he  shonld  cert^nly  resort  to  taxes 
niber  than  loans.  And  if  the  money  is  to  be 
nistd  hj  taxes,  to  wliat  objects  can  we  torn 
cwr  utentioD  t  Gongrees  most  have  recourse  to 
istenul  revenna,  or  an  increase  of  dnty  on  tlie 
imwrtitioo  of  some  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
liflNi].  after  turning  his  attention  very  serionsly 
to  the  sntject,  he  conld  not  find  how  any  con- 
Memble  revenae  coidd  he  raised,  bnt  by  means 
ofidlrert  tax  on  land  and  honsea,  or  a  tax  on 
mIl  He  did  not  think  any  other  conld  be  re- 
Md  npon ;  and,  between  the  two,  he  believed 
h  ff  odd  be  infinitflly  better,  both  for  the  United 
Btitea  and  his  oonstitaents,  to  lay  a  tax  on 
iuid  ind  houses  than  on  salt.  The  tax  on  land 
*od  hooses  will  be  laid  aooording  to  the  valae 
J^lie property;  and  thongh  there  i»  leas  circn- 
htiag  medimn  in  the  back  oonntry,  which  is 
UmJy  wttled,  than  in  the  Urg«r  towns,  the 
pDI^Tty  in  thoae  parta  will  be  estimated  at  a 
mwh  lower  rate,  and  of  conree  the  people  will 
Wb  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  tax  to  pay ; 
*nd  he  thonght  it  far  preferable  to  lay  a  tax 
*iich  woold  faP,  in  a  great  degree,  npon  per- 
Wia  scrording  to  their  wealth,  than  one  which 
■onld  operate  as  a  poU  1^  (as  a  tax  on  salt 
*<xild  do,)  according  to  their  nnmtwr, 

Ur.  Divie  said,  be  bdieved  he  oonld  prove 
to  the  gentleoian  &om  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gal- 
uns)  that  bia  conclnsions  with  reapeot  to  the 
■■^  ot  the  people  of  the  State  of  Eentncky 
t*  piy  thia  tai,  were  not  altMcther  correct ; 
ud  that  the  number  of  the  people  inhabiting  the 
Sute  now,  b^ng  doable  what  it  was  when  the 
u«  oeonifl  was  taken,  will  afford  them  no  relief. 
r'>r,  if  there  were  #10,000  in  ctrcnlation  in  the 
^e,  when  there  were  only  80,000  inhabitonta, 
■Ad  no  more,  now  there  are  1GO,000 — the  tax 
V'luld  loU  no  lighter  now  than  it  would  have 
WJrn  theiu  How,  it  might  be  inqnired,  does  it 
nippen  that,  thongh  tlie  popnlation  is  so  greatly 
pnrtsed,  no  increase  shonld  have  been  mode 
in  tbe quantity  of  circulating  specie?  It  hap- 
pnatliaa:    Hen  who  emigrate  Irom the  Atlan- 


Go  Statea  to  this  oonntry,  seldom  bring  mncb 
money  with  them ;  for,  whatever  tbey  may  have  ' 
when  they  set  ont,  it  is  expended  on  their  Jnnr- 
ney,  or  paid  for  land  to  a  dngle  persoo  when 
they  reach  us,  so  that  none  of  their  money  oomea 
into  genera]  oinmlation  and  thongh  the  people  are 
able  to  rEuse  plenty  of  produce,  they  are  not  able 
to  exchange  it  fbr  money.  It  is  tme,  the  more 
inhabitanta  they  get,  the  more  the  general  pro- 
perty of  the  State  is  increased,  but  it  did  not 
increase  the  circoladng  medium.  He  did  not 
believe  there  is  now  so  mnch  money  in  circola- 
tion  as  there  was  when  tlie  census  was  taken. 
There  was  then  an  army  there,  and  produce  aotd 
for  a  good  price;  but  unoe  a  peaoe  was  made 
with  the  Indians,  money  baa  been  constantly 
draining  off  from  the  State,  to  pay  the  debts 
which  the  mercbantsof  that  State  had  contracted 
whilst  trade  was  brisk  in  this  and  other  cities, 
T£t.  8.  Burn  did  not  think  the  fears  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Tenneesee  wonld 
be  realized.  It  is  no  donbt  tme  that  the  qnan- 
tity  of  eironlating  specie  in  Kentucky  had  di- 
minished since  the  peaoe  with  the  Indians ;  but 
it  is  also  true  that  the  spriog  trade  thia  year 
from  Kentucky  by  the  Mssissippi  has  been  both 
great  and  profitable.  But  gentlemen  snpposc^ 
if  we  have  a  war  with  France,  wo  shall  aiao  be 
at  war  with  Spain,  and  oar  intercourse  by  that 


will  be  ag^nst  this ;  fbr  in  case  of  war,  t 
will  be  great  difficulty  in  getting  donr  to  the 
Havana  from  the  AtJantio  ports,  as  our  Weat 
India  trade  will  be  cut  off,  and  they  will  have 
to  depend  npon  a  supply  by  the  Uississiffpi. 
Besides,  if  produce  be  so  much  cheaper  in  tlie 
Western  country  than  in  the  Atlantic  Statea,  as 
it  has  been  stated  to  be,  it  will  become  the  in- 
terest of  neutrals  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  to  make 
remittances  by  produce  from  that  country  to 
the  Havana.  And  if  Spain  should  be  drawn 
into  the  war,  there  would  be  other  modes  of 
the  people  of  those  States  disposing  of  their  pn^ 
duce.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  gentlemen 
frtim  that  conntry  need  be  bo  much  alarmed  as 
they  appeared  to  be. 

Mr.  J.  WiuxucB  had  always  been  oppoaed  to 
every  ^atem  of  direct  taxes ;  bnt  as  a  minority 
of  the  House  had  agreed  to  qall  forth  the  re- 
sources of  the  conntry  by  this  means,  be  mnat 
give  his  vote  for  this  bill.  Ue  was  astonished 
to  find  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Ten* 
nessee  opposing  this  bUl,  when  so  mncb  of  the 
money  of  the  General  Government  bed  been 
expended  in  that  oonntry.  Tbey  mnst  acknow- 
ledge their  Stat«s  have  bad  their  portion  of 
specie  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea. 
An  act  hod  indeed  been  passed  during  the  pres- 
ent session  for  paying  a  company  of  militia  for  a 
certain  expedition  in  Tennessee,  which  amount- 
ed to  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  whole  sum  re- 
auired  from  that  State.  He  believed  some  of 
le  troops  of  the  United  States  are  also  now 
there,  and  likely  to  continue,  so  that  they  are 
constantly  leceiving  supplies  of  cash  from  the 
Treosnry  of  the  United  States.     Besides,  it 
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ongbt  to  be  conddered  that  this  tu  will  fall 
npoQ  nnimprored,  ta  well  hs  improTed  land, 
mmv  of  the  owners  of  which,  ne  sapposed, 
lived  ont  of  that  State,  which  would  rednce  the 
portion  of  the  tax  to  the  State.  The  district  in 
which  he  lived  would  pay  more  tax  than  the 
whole  State  of  Tenneeeee.  He  knew  the  tax 
would  he  coUect^d  !n  some  places  with  difficult;, 
uid  more  so,  sLoce  the  bill  had  ncdergone  a 
dtsnge  which  had  thrown  the  tax  Dp<m  land 
more  than  it  would  otherwise  have  fallen. 

Bnt,  whatever  difficnltj  may  attend  the  col- 
lection of  this  tax,  when  we  see  the  rainonB 
effecia  of  public  debt  in  other  conntriea,  we 
onght  to  be  cantions  how  we  make  extenave 
loans,  and  endeavor  to  draw  forth  the  re- 
Bonrcee  of  the  conptrj,  to  meet  any  of  the  ex- 
penses which  we  may  have  to  enoonnter. 

Mr.  Vabnum  should  vote  agunst  this  bilL 
He  had  always  thought,  rinoe  the  establishment 
of  the  present  Oovemment,  that  there  wonld  be 
no  neoeesity  for  resortiiig  to  direct  taxes,  except 
in  case  of  our  being  engaged  in  war.  He  be- 
lieved the  measnree  already  taken  wonld  not  re- 
qnire  a  direct  tax  if  no  farther  expenses  were 
oonteioplated.  Bat  he  now  beliovea  a  mi^'ority 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  are  de- 
termined on  war,  and  he  wonld,  on  that  ao- 
oonnt,  have  given  his  vote  for  the  bill,  if  the  tax 
was  propoeed  to  be  laid  on  Jnst  and  eqtuJ  prin- 
dples.    It  was  his  opinion,  that  every  spedea 


of  property  onght  to  be  taxed,  «•  well  as  booses 
and  land.  So  far  from  this  being  the  oaB&  he 
btAieved  that  between  one  third  and  one  hou  (k 


the  property  taxed  by  the  State  Legislatures,  in 
their  ByBt«m  of   direct  taxes,  would,  by  the 

E resent  plan,  be  exaased  altogether  m>m  tax. 
ome  of  the  meet  wealthy  people  in  the  Union 
wonld,  by  this  means,  be  untaxed,  in  a  great 
d^ree,  while  perBoos  who  hold  a  small  property 
in  houses  or  land,  will  bear  the  bnrilen  of  it ; 
and  not  only  of  this  tax,  bnt  to  any  fcirther  ex- 
t^t  to  which  the  Qovenunent  may  have  oeca- 
Mon  to  carry  it. 

Hr.  T,  Olubobsx  had  opposed  many  of  the 
measures  which  mode  this  tax  neoeesary ;  bnt  a 
majority  of  Gongrees  having  determined  npon  a 
cert^n  course  of  measnrea.  however  contrary 
they  may  be  to  his  opinion,  ne  should  dieerfiilly 
■abmit  to  them,  and  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill. 

The  people  of  YirMnia,  if  they  most  be  taxed, 
irished  to  be  taxed  in  a  direct  way,  andhe 
donbted  not  this  tax  wonld  be  paid  with  aUo- 
ritj.  They  always  had  been,  and  would  conti- 
nae  to  be,  he  had  no  donbt,  prompt  in  their 
obedienoe  to  the  laws  of  the  General  Govern- 


?r^' 


SMolMd,  That  the  title  be,  "An  ut  to  ivo- 
Tide  for  the  valnation  of  lands  and  dwelling 
houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  alaves,  within 
the  United  Btotee." 


TacBSDAT,  JuneSl. 
&latioru  vUh  FVmut. 

course  of  the  ritting,  the  followiiig 


Gmiilimen  ijfihe  Btmtt  of  Repntentatitti : 
While  I  coDgTStulBte  jon  on  the  arriral  of  Gcnsnl 
HanhslI,  one  or  onr  lite  Envoji  EitnorAJnuy  to 
the  Fimch  Bvpnblfp,  st  a.  place  of  latetj,  whan  h« 
la  joftly  held  in  honor,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ce«- 
mnnicale  to  yon  a  \Ma  i«e«rrad  by  him  ftmn  Mr. 
Gerry,  Ae  only  ooe  of  file  thiw  whohMnolraoeind 
hisoong^  ims  letter,  tosstharwithaiudivhimlh* 
Miniiter  ti  Forrigo  BaUtloiato  Urn,  of  the  diiri 
of  ApriI,«i>dh]saiuwuroftheGiwd>,  willibowtbs 
■Nation  in  which  he  ntDaini^  bis  intaotkoi  ud 

I  pramne  that,  before  thia  time,  ha  hai  noand 
f^eifa  inMrnctioni,  (a  o^py  of  vhich  accmqiaiuea  Ihii 
mewue,)  to  oocaent  to  nu  kno,  end  thcrefora  tba  na- 
gotisCion  may  be  oonaldared  sa  at  an  end. 

I  irill  nevar  saod  another  Miniater  to  Fruw,  irith- 
ont  aonraooeii  that  be  will  be  reoeived,  ieapecM.4Bd 
honored,  u  die  rapneentatiTe  of  a  great,  dtK,  power- 
fill,  and  independent  nation. 
''  JOHN  ADAHS. 

Ukikd  SiAna,  Aow  81,  1798. 

Vamo,  Aftil  16, 1798. 

Ht  deab  Sm :  Thia,  I  expect,  yon  will  raccin  bj 
my  colleagde,  Qaneral  Manhall,  who  cairiei  with  biD 
the  laat  letter  of  Mr.  Tall^rrand  to  the  Amaiicu  En- 
voya,  and  their  aniwer.  On  the  day  when  w<  ant 
the  annrer,  I  recetvod  a  letter  Trom  the  Hiiudir,  i 
oc^  of  wMch  and  my  anawer  fa  encloeed.  I  hait 
not  sent  Oom  to  die  Secretaiy  of  Stats,  bectB*  I 
have  not  time  to  pnf>an  a  letter  to  aoeMupa^  AaB. 
Indeed,  I  expected  my  passport  wi A  my  (ullMgm 
bnt  eminfbtmadtheDinctaiywillnot  oonsMitloDy 
leaving'  France ;  and  to  brii^  oo  an  '—■■"*"*  m^ 
ton,  by  edcfiting  this  maaisre  eoatmy  to  luii 
wiabsa,  wonld  be,  in  my  mind,  nnwamntaUs. 

The  (iltreet  of  Hr.  Talleynnd,  yon  will  yaaiat, 
waa  to  naome  oar  rsdpiecal  cotnmnnicatimi,  sM 
again  to  diaonaa  the  aolyeot  of  a  loeii.  I  tboo^til 
beat,  in  my  anawer,  not  menly  to  ol^ect  to  tbii,  bat 
to  eveiy  meaanre,  that  oonld  nave  a  tendoo^  to  dnw 

dear  i 

aaaist  me  'to  extricate  myself  fiaa,  \ij  t^poiii 
aome  othan  to  sapply  the  pleoes  t/t  tojtiX  and 
leageea,  if  a  ItaitheT  yogwea  in  thia  boaiaeai  dMU 
be  Tonnd  praetiaable. 

.. 1 . — "oadd  mybart  waptcla  to 

lee  of  the  mo«  amoa*  ud 
My  dear  air,  youi,  ajoeeniji 


sncceUation.  I  aooepCed  of  thia  mMm,  dT 
,  to  aiumott  ytnr  Adminia(Iatioc^  and  ban 
myaelf  inta  apiedioaliMnt,*  iriiichyMiiraM 


The  Pi 

pAnm,  iJu  iA  Gtninat,  M  jMor  ef  A$  /V«al  Jh- 

pMblie,  amt  aid  iHdkaMt,  AjrU  S,  IT9& 
Tha  Miniatar  of  Foreign  RelatioDS  to  Hr.  Galj,  E> 

Toy  Extrtotdmary  of  tba  United  States  sfAnxro 

to  the  French  R^blic. 

I  svivaae,  ^,  that  Means,    l^ucknay  sod  Mir- 
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far,  1T9&.] 


[H.0 


ikS  ban  thonsht  it  hmTdI  uid  proper,  in  oiHU»- 
^BC«  of  the  latimktioni  gtnn  m  the  end  of  mr 
note  dT  the  Satb  VantOM  lut,  and  the  obBticlei  wbich 
Iwli  known  opinions  haro  interpoHd  to  the  daairad 
iMODciUatioD,  to  qnit  ttw  territoiy  of  Ilia  Repnlilie ; 
U  ikii  rappodtioD,  I  hays  tha  honor  to  point  out  to 
po  Uw  6th  or  tho  7th  of  thii  dacade,  to  rofnme  onr 
Rci^tacal  oommnnicatioiu  npon  Ihfl  Inteietta  of  the 
Fnnch  Rc^blic  uhI  tin  United  St»tet  of  America. 
Beeuve,  J  pwy  yoo,  the  unnaDMs  of  my  perfect 


CH.  HAU.  TAIXEYRAND. 

UoiTDAr,  June  25. 
AliM  EnemUi. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  8.  Surm,  the  Honse  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  re- 
■pectinff  alien  enemies.  The  Chatrman  stated, 
tiiat  when  Uiis  bill  was  fi^rmerl;  nnder  oon- 
ndention,  &  motion  was  made  to  strike  oat  the 
fintioction,  which  was  negatived.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  sooond. 

Ifr.  Ons  hoped  the  oommittee  wonld  rise. 
He  made  this  motion  with  a  view  of  moring^  ii 
the  Homo,  a  postponement  of  the  consideration 
of  this  bill  nntil  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  immediate 
neceasity  fur  it,  the  Pbesidest  having  snfflcient 
power  over  aliens  by  the  bill  already  passed. 
Mr.  Gau^tts  sud,  he  did  not  expect 
motion  of  this  kind.  If  any  hill  respecting 
■Uem  was  necessary,  it  was  certainly  a  bill  of 
this  kind  against  ^ien  enemies ;  bat  a  bill 
having  been  passed  against  aliens  generally,  the 
gentlemBn  from  Uaa^hasetta  appears  now  to 
be  willing  to  peas  by  the  hill  agamst  alien  ene- 
miea.  This  gives  a  new  coloring  to  the  buu- 
nesa,  and  it  seems  as  if  gentlemen  were  more 
desroos  of  gnuding  ogunst  alien  friends  than 


tbe  power  of  removing  from  the  oonntry  all  those 
aliena  whom  he  may  think  it  necessary  and  pro- 
per to  be  removed,  whether  thej  are  alien  ene- 
mws  or  alien  Meads.  Bat,  if  alien  enemiea  are 
Ri^y  dongerooB,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the 
Pkbodeict  can  remove  them  all.  This  bill, 
therefore,  provides  in  what  manner  the^  may 
be  Ud  nnder  certain  reatr^ta  by  way  of  aeon- 
Mr.  One  interrnpted  Mr.  G.  to  say  he  wonid 
irithdraw  his  motion.  He  made  it,  beoanse  he 
expected  the  bill  would  have  been  objected  to 
by  the  gentleman  trom  Pennsylvania  and  his 
friends.  Since  they  were  agreeable  to  pass  it, 
he  had  no  oUecUon  to  it. 

Tbe  committeerose  and  reported  the  bill,  and 
it  wM  (wi'.ered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 


TacnaDAT,  Jnly  5. 
PmUkuurU  qf  Crime. 
■KcmoN'. 
A  bin  waa  received  from  the  Senate  in  addi- 
tion to  tbe  aot  for  the  ponidiment  of  certain 
Tot.  IL— » 


against  the  United  States,  which  was 
read  the  first  time. 
"This  bill  provides,  that  if  any  persona  ahaH 
lawfully  combine  or  conspire  together,  with 
intent  to  oppose  any  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  to  impede  the  oper- 
ation of  any  law,  or  to  intimidate  or  prevent 
any  person  holding  an  office  nnder  the  Govern- 
ment from  exercising  his  trust.  And  if  any 
person  shall,  by  writing,  printing,  or  speaking, 
threaten  such  officer  viUi  any  damage  to  hia 
character,  person,  or  eBtate,  or  shall  oonnsel, 
advise,  or  attempt  to  procure  any  insurrection, 
riot,  dtc.,  whether  such  attempt  shall  have  the 
desired  efiect,  or  not,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  punished  by  a  fine, 
on  conviction,  not  exceeding  $5,000,  and  hf 
imprisonment  not  less  than  rii  months,  nor  ex- 
ceeding five  years.  And  if  any  person  ahall,  by 
any  libellous  or  scandalonB  vrriting,  printing, 
pnwishing,  or  speaking,  traduce  or  defame  the 
Legislature  of  tbe  United  States,  by  seditionsor 
inflammatory  declarations  or  espressioni  with 
intent  to  create  B  l>elief  in  the  citizens  thereof, 
that  the  said  Legislature  in  enacting  any  law, 
was  induced  thereto  by  motives  hostile  to  the 
constitution,  or  liberties  and  happiness  of  tha 
people  thereof;  or  shall  in  manner  aforee^d, 
traoace  or  defame  the  Pbisidbnt  o;  the  Uhitid 
Statbs,  or  any  Court,  or  Judge  thereof;  by  dec- 
larations tending  to  criminate  their  motivee  in 
any  officii  tranaaotion,  the  persons  so  ofi'en^ag, 
being  convicted  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  |9,000  and  by  imprisonment  not  ex- 
oeeding  two  years  J 
Mr,  Otib  moved  that  it  be  road  a  second 

Mr.  HiRinaoir  called  fbr  the  reading  of  the 
amendmenta  to  the  oonstitntlon. 

The  Sprakkb  said,  the  only  motion  la  order, 
if  objections  were  made  to  the  aeoond  reading  of 
the  bill,  would  be  to  r^eot  the  bill 

Mr.  LmNOROH  made  that  motion, 

Mr.  Aujea.—l  hope  this  bill  will  not  be  r»- 
Jected.  If  ever  there  waa  a  nation  which  reonired 
a  law  of  this  kind,  it  is  this.  Let  gentlemen 
look  at  certdn  pt^ers  printed  In  this  city  and 
dsewhere,  and  ask  themselves  whether  an  nn- 
warrantable  and  dangerous  combination  does 
not  exist  to  overturn  and  min  the  Government 
by  publishi^  tbe  most  shamelesa  hlaehooda 
agamst  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  all 
denominations,  that  they  are  hostile  to  free 
Governments  and  gennine  liberty,  and  of  conrae 
to  the  wel&re  of  thia  oonntry ;  Uiat  ibej  ought, 
thcd^ore,  to  be  displaced,  and  that  tiie  people 
ought  to  niM  an  intwreetion  against  the 
Government, 

In  the  Avrora,  of  the  38th  of  Jnne  last,  we 
see  this  paragraph:  "It  is  a  curions  &ct, 
America  u  making  war  with  France  for  n«( 
treating,  at  the  very  moment  the  Minister  fbr 
Foreign  Afiaira  fixed  npon  the  very  day  for  open- 
ing a  negotiatiou  with  Mr.  Gbbrt.  what  think 
yon  of  this,  Americana  1" 
Snoh  paragr^iha   need  bnt  little  comment. 
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The  pnbUo  agente  are  oharged  with  orimea,  for 
wJiioli,  if  troe,  they  ongit  to  be  hnng.  llie  in- 
tention here  is  to  peraaade  the  people  that  peace 
with  France  is  in  our  power ;  naj,  that  sne  in. 
wncerely  deeirona  of  it,  on  proper  tenuB,  but 
that  we  reject  her  offers,  and  proceed  to  pinnge 
onr  ooanUy  into  a  destructive  war. 

This  combination  against  our  peace  is  exten- 
aive ;  it  embraces  characters  whose  Btations  de- 
mand a  different  ooiuse.  la  this  House  free  from 
it  f  Recollect  what  a  few  dajB  ago  fell  from  the 
Terr  gentleman  (Mr.  LirraoHTOK)  who  now  so 
l>o!dlj  and  violentlf  oalls  on  as  to  reject  this  bill 
at  the  instant  of  its  coming  hefbre  nSjirithoiit 
■offering  it  to  be  read  a  second  time.  The  gen- 
tleman proposed  a  resolution  reqnesting  the 
Pbisidsht  to  instrnctllr.  Gerry  to  oonclnde  a 
treaty  with  the  French  Goremment ;  and  de- 
elared  tliat  "  he  believed  a  negotiation  might  he 
•  opened,  and  that  it  was  probable  a  treaty  might 
beconclnded  which  it  wonld  be  honorable  to  the 
United  States  to  accepL  He  did  not  wish  to 
frnstrate  so  happv  an  event  by  nny  punctilio, 
becanse  they  had  refused  to  treat  with  three 
Envoys,  but  were  willing  to  treat  with  one." 
This  is  in  the  very  spirit  of  the  malicious  para- 
graph IJust  now  read.  It  is  pnrsningthe  same 
systematic  coarse  of  operations.  The  gentle- 
man also  said,  (what  has  not  been  published, 
however,)  that  "  the  ooinmiMion  of  the  Envoys 
being  joint  and  several,  Mr.  Gkrry  had  nnqnes- 
tionably  ample  powers  to  treat  tilone."  Here 
are  circnmstanoes  of  what  I  oail  a  combination 
againtt  the  Ootemfnent,  In  attempts  to  per- 
■oade  the  people  of  certain  facta,  which  a  mt^or* 
ity  of  this  House,  at  least,  and  of  the  people  at 
large,  I  i>elieve,  know  to  be  nnfonnded.  Who 
can  Bay  that  Mr.  Gerry  has  power  to  treat  alone, 
or  tliat  the  Frenoh  Government  is  willing  to 
treat  with  him  on^r  and  honorable  terms) 
Gentlemen  do  not  believe  either,  let  them  Bay 
what  they  wilL  Does  such  a  oommission  em- 
power one  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the  whole 
in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  his  ooUeagnee ! 
It  would  prodoce  the  most  inextricable  con- 
cision. The  severalty  of  the  powers  is  well 
known  always  to  t>e  a  proviMon  against  snoli  ac- 
(ndents  as  may  prevent  or  disable  a  part  of  the 
Oommisdoners  from  acting  I  mention  these 
things  to  show  what  false  ideas  gentlemen  en- 
deavor to  impress  the  pnblio  mind  with  on  this 
snbjeot. 

The  gentleman  (Hr.  Lrraraoroii)  makes,  his 
proclamation  of  war  on  the  Government  in  the 
House  on  Monday,  and  this  in&mons  printer 
(Bache)  follows  it  np  with  the  tocsin  of  insnr- 
rection  on  Tuesday.  WhUe  this  hill  was  onder 
consideration  in  the  Senate,  an  attempt  is  made 
to  render  it  odious  among  the  people.  "  Is 
there  any  alternative,"  says  this  printer,  "  be- 
tween an  abandonment  of  the  constitution  and 
resistance?"  He  declarea  what  is  unconstito- 
tionaL  and  then  invites  the  people  to"reaistr 
once.''  This  is  an  awfnl,  horrible  example  of 
"the  liberty  of  opinion  and  lk«edom  of  the 
presk"    Oui  gentbmen  hear  tbeee  things  and 


lie  qnietly  on  th^  pillowst  Are  we  to  see  ilt 
these  aots  practised  against  the  repose  of  our 
oonntry,  and  remain  passive!  Are  we  boirad 
hand  and  foot  that  we  must  be  witnesMS  <i 
these  deadly  thrusts  at  our  Lbertyt  Are  we 
tolwthe  unresisting  spectators  of  thweeis^ 
tions  to  destroy  all  that  we  hold  deart  Are 
these  approachee  to  revolution  and  Jacobioie 
domination,  to  be  observed  with  the  eye  of 
meek  submission!  No,  sir,  they  are  indeed 
terrible ;  they  are  oalcnlated  to  freeie  the  very 
blood  in  our  veins.  Snch  liberty  of  the  press 
and  of  opinion  is  calculated  to  destroy  eQ  couft- 
dence  between  man  and  man ;  it  leads  to  a  disso- 
lution of  every  bond  of  union ;  it  cuts  asnuder 
every  ligament  that  nnites  man  to  his  family, 
man  to  his  neighbor,  man  to  society,  and  to 
Govemmant.  God  deliverns  from  such  liberty, 
the  liberty  of  vomiting  on  the  public  floods  of 
falsehood  and  hatred  to  every  thing  sacred,  hu- 
man, and  divine  1  If  any  gentleman  doubts  tiw 
effects  of  such  a  liberty,  let  me  direct  bis  atten- 
tion across  the  water;  it  has  there  made  slaves 
of  thirty  millions  of  men. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  RevolatioB  in 
France  those  loud  and  enthndastic  advocates 
for  liberty  and  equality  took  special  care  to  oc- 
cupy andcommandoll  thepreases  intheoatioa; 
they  well  knew  the  powerml  influence  to  be  ob- 
tained on  the  public  mind  by  that  engine;  its 
operations  are  on  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  tbe 
passionate,  and  the  vicious ;  over  all  tbest 
classes  of  men  the  freedom  of  tbe  press  shed  iU 
baneful  effects,  and  tbey  all  became  the  toob 
of  &ction  and  ambition,  and  the  virtuoos,  ibe 

Sacifio,  and  the  rich,  were  their  victims,  Tbe 
acobins  of  onr  country,  too,  sir,  ore  detennieed 
to  preserve  in  their  bands  the  sameweAponj 
it  is  our  business  to  wrest  it  from  them.  Heme 
this  motion  so  soddenly  made,  and  so  violerlly 
supported  by  the  mover  to  reject  this  bill  with- 
out even  suffering  it  to  nave  a  second  res^g; 
hence  this  alarm  for  the  safety  of  "the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press." 

Mr.  Habpbb  said,  if,  in  voting  against  tlw  re- 
jection of  this  hill,  bis  vote  should  be  oouffldered 
as  giving  his  assent  to  all  itaprovisions,  it  would 
be  misunderstood.  He  thought  it  right  and  ne- 
oessory  to  make  a  law  on  the  subject ;  bnt  w>t 
exactly  snob  a  law  as  the  present,  his  ptrttin- 
lar  objections  to  which  he  should  make  taowu 
when  the  euhject  was  fiilly  befwe  bim.  H* 
should  Tote  against  a  rqection  rf  the  Wli 
1>ecanse  to  vote  for  it,  wonld  be  to  declare  that 
no  law  ought  to  be  passed  to  restrict  seditioM 
writing  and  speaking,  which  was  not  his  opinion. 

Ho  had  often  heard  in  this  place,  and  else- 
where, harangues  on  the  liberty  of  the  pnas,  u 
if  it  were  to  swallow  np  all  oUier  libertie*;  •* 
if  all  law  and  reason,  and  every  right,  hoaio 
and  divine,  was  to  &11  prostrate  betbre  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press;  whereas,  the  true  nieaoiag 
of  it  is  no  more  than  that  a  man  shall  be  »t 
liberty  to  print  what  he  pleases,  provided  be 
does  not  offend  agunst  the  laws,  and  not  that 
no  law  ehall  be  paaaed  to  r^ulate  tlus  lihtrty 
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d  th«  pKw.  He  admitted  that  a  law  which 
iJtoold  taj  ft  man  ahall  not  slander  bis  neighbor 
Tonld  be  nnneccesBry ;  bnt  it  is  perfectly  with- 
ia  the  eomtitiition  to  mj,  that  a  man  sbaU  not 
do  th^  or  the  other,  which  shall  b«  inJnrions 
to  the  well-being  of  society;  in  the  same 
wi;  that  Ci>ngr«M  had  a  right  to  make  lawa 
(o  restrain  tbe  personal  libert;  of  man,  when 
thu  liberty  is  abtued  by  acta  of  violwoe  on  bia 
seifriibor. 

lb.  H.  kneir  the  liberty  of  the  preae  had 
brea  carried  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in 
this  mimtry.  He  had  frequently  seen  private 
cLsricter  vilely  calamniated;  he  had  bimself 
eonie  ta  for  a  Bher^  of  abase,  bat  he  had  always 
iesfiistd  tlie  ba;9e  caJnmniatore,  believing  that  a 
Bus's  proprietj  of  oondnot  would  always  be 
nffieie&t  to  shield  him  against  theee  slanders. 
nea  be  saw  the  PBiatDKNT  of  thi  United 
Sriim  and  the  Government  of  the  Union  de- 
Eunei),  he  still  despised  them,  and  he  believed 
tluthst  the  people  were  not  affected  by  them, 
bMuse  he  saw  tbey  did  not  rise  in  iusurrection 
tpanst  the  Government;  and  if  they  had  not 
ttlieved  that  all  the  things  which  were  said  re- 
^wting  the  Govemineat  were  vile  falsehoods, 
mahoiild  have  thonght  the  people  the  most 
vretcbed  fools,  had  tbey  not  risen  against  it. 

Mr.  NioHOLAa  was  sorry  this  motion  had 
been  made,  becaose  it  prevents  members  from 
puig  into  the  modifioation  of  the  bill,  which 
oewM  convinced  wonld  completely  eiemplity 
tie  foUy  of  the  principle ;  bat  until  gentlemen 
Mw  what  form  the  bill  was  finally  to  take,  it 
*ia  inpoMibla  to  Boeak  with  preoision  on  its 
merits;  becansa  if  tne  declarations  of  the  gen- 
■lenai  from  Ocmnecticat  and  Soath  CarolioK 
tie  itt«nded  to,  it  would  be  fbnnd  they  are 
■Mat  afraid  of  the  speeohee  and  letters  of  geu- 
BeOHO  in  this  Hoose.  They  acknowledge, 
iowtvtr,  they  cannot  prevent  members  from 
■poking  what  they  please  here.  What,  then, 
'n  their  aimf  t>o  they  mean  to  prevent  the 
JMbHcatioQ  of  th«r  sendmenta  to  their  ooustitn* 
ms  and  to  the  world?  If  this  was  not  th«ir 
bt«Dtion,  he  coold  not  tell  what  it  was. 

There  was  od«  general  view  of  this  subject, 
«hieb  Ur.  S.  took  to  be  the  most  momentona 
tint  this  oonntry  ever  saw.  He  was  ready  to 
ID  with  gentlemen  into  measures  for  affording 
■  bttera]  support  to  the  war,  which  it  appears 
BUBt  be  gon«  into;  bat  he  was  not  ready  to 
OMe  a  SomMtie  (yronny.  The  people  of  this 
eoDDby  are  oompetent  Judges  of  their  own  in- 
terests, and  be  was  desirous  that  the  press 
•honld  icmttin  perfectly  free  to  give  them  every 
■oJcnuatitKi  relative  to  them;  and  to  restrict  it, 
would  ba  to  or«ttte  a  sospicion  that  there  is  some- 
thii^  in  our  measores  which  ought  to  be  kept 
from  tbe  Ji^fat.  It  was  striking  at  the  root  of 
fttt  republican  Government,  to  restrict  the  use 
of  peaking  and  writing.  He  wished,  however, 
to  see  the  bill  pnt  into  such  a  shape  as  the 
fritods  of  it  thaniselves  might  approve. 

Mr.  LircfMrroH  said,  after  receiving  theobas- 
iMnent  of  the  gentleman  from  Oonneotiaat  on 
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one  cheek,  he,  like  a  good  Christian,  had  turned 
the  other  to  thegentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina, 
and  received  the  stripes  of  both.  He  expressed 
his  acknowledgments  to  these  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, if  not  for  their  chastisement,  for  the  in- 
sight which  they  bad  given  the  Ucnise  into  this 
bill.  They  have  said,  its  design  is  not  only  to 
restrict  tbe  liberty  of  the  press,  which  is  secur- 
ed by  the  constitution,  but  the  hberty  of  speech 
on  this  floor.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina did  not  say  explicitly  that  he  wished  this: 
bnt  he  said  he  was  re^ordlcas  of  what  was  aud 
in  the  public  papers,  either  of  private  or  perw>n- 
ol  slander,  or  of  a  slander  on  Uie  Government, 
until  he  heard  a  certain  speech  delivered  in  this 
House;  and  thoagh  he  sold  he  did  not  intend 
to  restrict  tlie  liberty  of  speech  in  this  House,  ha 
must  have  had  something  of  the  kind  in  view, 
[Mr.  IIabfbb  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  re- 
strict the  fteedom  of  speech  on  that  floor,  but 
the  consequences  of  it  out  of  door),]  Then, 
eaii  Mr.  L.,  he  will  either  restrict  the  members 
from  spcsking,  or,  in  some  way,  prevent  the 
people  from  knowingwhat  has  beeusaid.  How 
IS  this  to  be  donel  By  shackling  newspapers, 
and  preventing  that  free  commnnication  of  sen* 
timent  which  has  heretofore  been  e^qiressed  on 
public  topics. 

The  gentleman  from  ConnectJcnt  had  been 
pleased  to  read  a  gnotation  from  some  obeervft- 
tions  which  he  had  made  on  a  fbrmer  oocadon, 
which  that  gentleman  thought  highly  blam- 
able.  Mr.  L.  said,  what  he  hod  read  ne  avowed 
to  1>e  his  sentimenta.  Heavowed  them  with  pride, 
and  he  trusted  he  should  always  avow  them  with 
pride.  Nor  conld  he  see  how  acts  made  con- 
trary to  the  oonstitntioD  could  be  binding  npon 
the  people;  unless  gentlemen  say  Congress  may 
act  in  contravention  to  the  constitution.  [Mr. 
Ons  asked  who  were  to  be  the  IndgosI]  Mr, 
L,  answered,  tbe  people  of  tjie  UniUd  States, 
We,  said  he,  are  their  servants,  when  we  ez- 
oeed  oar  powers,  we  become  their  tyrant*  ! 

This  is  one  object  of  complaint;  the  other  ia 
against  newspaper  publications.  The  gentle- 
mau  from  Sonth  Carolina  has  said,  that  pn^ 
Tided  the  law  is  clear  and  well  defined,  and 
the  trial  by  jary  is  preserved,  he  knew  of  no 
law  which  could  infringe  the  liberty  of  the 
press.  If  this  be  true.  Congress  might  re- 
strict all  printhig  at  once.  We  have,  said  h^ 
nothing  to  do  but  to  make  the  law  precise,  and 
then  we  may  ibrbid  a  newspaper  to  be  printed, 
and  make  it  death  for  any  moo  to  attempt  it  I 

If  this  be  the  extent  to  which  this  bill  goes, 
it  is  not  only  an  abridgment  of  the  liberty  of 
tlie  press,  wbioh  the  constitution  has  said  iholl 
not  he  abridged;  bat  it  is  a  total  annihilation 
of  the  press.  Were  he  then  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  he  should  oonsider  himself  guilty  of 
treason ;  by  his  consent,  so  unconstitutional  a 
measure  should  not  progress  an  inch.  However 
nnsuooeesful  he  might  oe,  he  would  oppose  it 
in  every  stage. 

Mr.  Otis  supposed  the  opposition  to  this  bill 
arose  chiefly  from  pr^udioe^  as  gentlemen  could 
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not  be  BO  well  acquainted  with   the  bill  from 
hearing  it  onoe  read,  as  to  ksj  there  are  no 

C')a  of  it  which  ought  to  become  law.  He 
not  nicely  esamined  the  merits  of  this  bill, 
but  be  heard  that  it  contained  several  important 
pTOTisionB,  and  he  should  cert^nly  b@  oppose^l 
to  a  rejection  of  it  without  a  pemsol.  To  vote 
for  sot^  a  motion,  would  be  to  say,  we  will  not 
examine  the  bill ;  and  yet  be  believed  there 
was  nothing  in  it  contrary  to  the  common 
law  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Maook  bad  no  doubt  on  bis  mind  that 
(bis  bill  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  consti' 
tntion ;  and  that  if  a  law  Uke  tbie  was  passed, 
to  abridge  the  liberty  of  ibe  presa,  Oongrees 
wontd  have  the  same  right  to  pass  a  law  mak- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion,  or  to  prohibit 
Its  iree  exercise,  as  all  are  contained  to  the 
same  claose  of  the  conslitation ;  and,  if  it  be 
violated  in  one  respect,  it  may  aa  well  be  vio- 
lated in  others.  Several  laws  had  been  passed 
which  he  thought  violated  the  spirit,  but  dmjb 
before  this  which  directly  violateil  the  letter  of 
tbe  constitution ;  and,  if  this  bill  was  passed, 
he  sbonld  hardly  think  it  worth  while  in  fhtnre 
to  allege  against  any  measure  that  it  is  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  constitotion. 

Laws  of  restraint^  like  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  al- 
ways operate  in  a  contrary  direction  from  that 
which  Uiey  were  intended  to  take.  The  people 
suspect  something  is  not  right,  when  tteo  dis- 
CQsdon  is  fbared  fay  government  They  know 
tliat  tmth  is  not  afraid  of  investigation. 

It  said  Mr.  M.,  the  people  are  so  dissatisfied 
with  Qovemment  as  some  gentlemen  wonld 
have  it  believed,  bnt  which  he  did  not  credit, 
]w  passing  a  law  like  the  present  yon  will  force 
them  to  combine  together;  they  will  establish 
oorrespondinB  societies  thronghont  the  Union, 
and  eommnnications  will  be  made  in  secret,  in- 
atead  of  publicly,  as  had  been  the  oase  in  other 
oonntriea.  He  believed  the  people  might  be  a£ 
safely  trusted  with  free  discussion,  aa  they 
whom  they  have  chosen  to  do  their  business. 

It  was  a  most  eitraordLoary  thing,  Mr.  M. 
Baid,  that  at  a  time  like  this,  when  some  gentle- 
men say  we  are  at  war,  and  when  all  believe  we 
most  have  war,  that  Congress  are  about  to  pass 
k  bw  which  will  prodnoe  more  nneamnesa, 
more  irritation,  than  any  act  which  ever  passed 
the  Legislature  of  the  Union. 

No  gentleman,  in  support  of  the  bill,  baa  gone 
into  the  oonstitntional  question ;  no  one  has 
shown  what  part  of  the  constitution  will  au- 
tborizo  the  passage  of  a  law  like  this.  He  believ- 
ed none  such  could  be  adduced. 

The  geutleman  from  Hassachnaetts  (Mr.  One) 
has  said,  this  bill  is  conformable  to  the  common 
law.  He  knew  persons  might  be  prosecuted 
for  a  libel  under  the  State  Governments;  bnt 
If  this  power  exists  in  fan  force  at  present, 
what  necessity  can  there  be  for  this  billl 

Mr,  McDowell  was  in  hopes  that  when  the 
third  article  of  the  amendments  ta  the  consti- 
tution had  been  read,  that  the  nnconstitution- 
ality  of  this  bill  wonld  have  been  so  evident, 
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that  it  would  have  been  r^ected  without  de- 
Mr.  MoD.  was  sorry  that  the  geutleman  from 
Connecticut  sbonld  hare  thou^t  it  necessary 
to  have  taken  np  so  much  of  the  time  of  tkt 
House  by  reading  paragraphs  from  newspaperg, 
which  every  body  had  seen;  but  it  might  have 
been  expected  after  the  gentleman  had  taken  h) 
much  pains  to  vili^  ana  abnse  the  printer  <rf 
one  of  the  papers  of  this  city,  a  dtizan  of  n- 
spectsble  character  and  connections,  tbit  he 
should  have  taken  at  least  some  notdce  of  an- 
other, called  the  British  printer,  who  boasts  of 
being  a  sulgect  of  King  George,  and  who  it 
generally  supposed  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  Bri- 
tish Minister-T-whose  paper  oont^ns  more  libels 
and  lies  than  any  other  in  the  United  Btstes, 
and  who,  notwithstanding,  is  conntenanced  by 
characters  whom  he  was  sorry  to  see  have  say 
connectioQ  with  soch  a  man;  whose  constsnt 
daily  boMness  it  is  to  abase,  and  render  riili- 
colous,  every  member  of  our  Oovenunent  who 
does  not  in  every  thing  fall  in  with  the  British 

As  to  what  hod  been  said  with  respect  to  the 
circular  and  other  letters  of  members  which 
have  been  published,  he  had  seen  some  of  tbem 
and  heard  of  others.  It  was  not  any  thing 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  conld 
say,  which  would  prevent  him  from  speaking 
and  writing  hts  sentiments  fVeely.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  said  he  bad  seen  t 
letter  in  the  papers  the  signature  of  which  ha 
knew.  He  should  be  glad  to  know  when  be 
saw  the  signature  to  know  it  ?  He  had  seen  a 
letter  iu  Feono's  paper,  signed  XeDovill,  fA- 
lowed  by  some  violent  stricturee  on  ti»  lettM, 
and  on  the  anthor.  The  letter  he  owned  to  iM 
bis,  bnt  the  indnuafions  contained  in  the  otner- 
vations  npon  it  were  as  false  aa  they  were  mir 
licions. 
Mr.  HiSPRn  sud,  he  knew  the  gentlanian 
rote  the  letter  in  question;  bnt  he  would 
assure  him  he  did  not  see  it  nnder  seal,  nor  did 
he  break  the  seal,  or  write  the  atricttirH  upon 

Mr.  Qauatin  wished  that  the  bill  had  bcoi 
committed  before  any  debate  had  taken  [dse^ 
as  in  its  present  stagey  any  obeervatioas  on  de- 
tuls  susceptible  of  amendment  wonld  be  out  of 
order ;  and  he  must  now  confine  himself  to  the 
general  question  "Does  the  idtnation  of  the 
country,  at  this  time,  require  that  any  law  of 
this  kind  should  paset  Bo  there  oust  snd 
new  and  alarming  symptoms  of  sedition,  ai  rai^ 
der  it  necessary  to  adopt  in  addition  to  the  ex- 
isting laws,  any  extraordinary  measore  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  euppreerinR  milawAil  cnmUnatiogs, 
and  of  restricting  the  freedom  of  speech  and  tS 
tbe  press)  For  such  were  the  oMecti  of  the 
bin,  whatever  modlficationa  it  ml^t  heraltcr 

The  manner  in  which  the  prindple  of  the  bill 
had  been  supported,  was  perii^M  more  extraor- 
dinary still  than  the  bill  itaslt  The  geuileman 
from  Oonnectknt,  (Mr.  Allks,)  in  order  to 
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pnn  (ba  existence  of  a  combination  against 
ib^MaslitDtianand  government,  he  commmii- 
tated  to  ttie  House — wbatt  a  nnmber  of  news- 
ptfier  paragraphs;    and  even  most  of  tbose 
wfn  each  as  woidd  not  be  pudabablB  bj  the 
bDl  u  it  now  stands.     The  object  of  that  gen- 
tknm  in  nishing  a  bill  of  this  nature  to  pase, 
(Ttended  far  beyond  the  intention  of  the  Senate 
wbolitd  wot  down  this  bill;  far  beyond,  he 
vooJd  Teotnre  to  Bay,   the  idea  of  anv  other 
member  opon  this  floor,  besides  himself.    His 
idn  wti  to    pnniah  men   for   stating   facts 
whifh  he  happened  to  disbelieve,  or  for  enact- 
ing aod  avowing  opinions,  not  criminal,  but 
perh^M  erroneons.   Thns  one  of  the  par^rapbg 
moA  obaoiioos  to  the  gentleman  from  Conneo- 
ticat,  was  that  in  which  the  writer  expresses 
Ills  beUef  that  Mr.  Gerry  ma;  jet  make  a  treaty 
villi  tha  FreDch  Government,  his  powers  bein^ 
soScient  for  that  purpose.    [Mr.  Ai.tjh  said, 
Ms  chuge  was  against  persons  making  this  aa- 
KrtiDn,  when  they  knew  it  to  be  nnfonnded.] 
Hr.  6.  e^d,  he  did  not  nnderstand  the  gentle- 
rnan'g  explanation.    He  now  says  that  the  act 
te  nindnims  is  the  assertion  of  a  &ct,  which 
miy  be  ime,  but  which  the  writer  himself  dis- 
tflieTes;  and  thns  be  wished  to  paniah  snob 
iBen  aa,  according  to  his  caprice,  be  may  snp- 
pwe  gnil^  af  ezpreesing  oplmons  not  consonant 
will  Iheir  own  sentiments.     For  by  what  mie 
of  mdence  could  he  discover  and  faiow  what 
»M  really  the  writer's  belief !    But,  to  retnm, 
'M  there  any  thing  criminal  in  that  paragraph  ? 
It  laerted  that  Ur.  Gerry  bad  powers  snmcient 
to  trtat     The    gentleman   f^om  Connecticnt 
denies  this  to  be  tme.    Mr.  G.  wonld  aver  that 
it  was  an  undeniable  &ct,  as  appears  evidently 
fruB  the  docaments  now  on  the  table.    They 
^wed  that  the  powers  given  to  the  !Eavoys 
WCTB  joint  and  eeveral.    And,  if  Mr.  Gerry  had 
powers  to  treat,  bow  coold  it  be  criminal  to  say 
ihM  he  might  treat?    Or  aopposing  the  writer 
of  the  paragraph  to  have  said,  that  he  believed 
Itr-  Gerry  would  treat,   could  the  opinion  be 
■Purged  with  any  thing  bat  being  erroneous  t 
^en  a  paragraph  of  this  nature  was  held  ont 
H  criminal,  what  writings,  what  opinions  could 
*««p*  the  severity  of  the  intended  law,  which 
did  not  coincide  with  the  opinioos,  and  which 
might  coonteract  the  secret  views  of  a  prevail- 
iiiftpartyl 

Hie  gentleman  from  Ccmnecticat  had  also 
quoted  an  extract  of  a  letter  said  to  be  written 
^7  a  member  at  Oongress  from  Virginia,  and 
pabhibed  in  last  Batnrday's  Aurora.  The  style 
ud  composition  of  that  letter  did  the  highest 
honor  to  its  wilter.  It  contained  more  uifor- 
mui<»i  and  more  sense,  and  gave  more  proofi 
of  a  Bonnd  understanding  and  strong  mind, 
tliaa  ever  the  gentleman  from  Connecticnt  hod 
^^layed,  or  could  display  on  this  floor.  So  Car 
be  Tuold  venture  to  say,  although  he  had  ^ven 
txit  1  coreorj  reading  to  the  letter,  uid  be  was 
•Itogetber  at  a  loas  to  know  what  was  criminal 
in  it,  thongh  he  might  eaulj  see  wliy  it  was 
oUiozionB.    Was  it  errooeoDB  ix  crimiaat  to  say 


that  debts  and  taxes  were  the  minoas  conse- 

Siences  of  wart  Or  that  soma  members  in  both 
onses  of  Oongreee  uniformly  voted  in  favor  of 
an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the  Executiva, 
and  of  every  ptoposed  expenditure  of  money? 
Was  it  not  tme  I  Gentlemen  of  that  deeerip- 
tion  avow  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  Executive 
is  the  weakest  branch  of  government;  and  they 
act  npon  the  ostensible  principle  tliat,  on  that 
account,  its  inflnence  and  powers  moat  be  in- 
creased. Look  at  the  laws  passed  during  thia 
session.  Look  at  the  alien  biU,  at  the  provi- 
^onal  army  bill,  look  at  the  prodigious  insiienoe 
acqnired  by  so  many  new  officers,  and  then 
deny  that  the  powers  of  the  Eiecntive  have 
not  been  greatly  increased.  As  to  the  increased 
rate  of  expenditure,  and  the  propensity  of  theee 
gentlemen  to  vote  money,  they  wonld  not  Qiem- 
selves  deny  it.  Was  it  criminal  to  say  tl^t  the 
Eiecntive  is  supported  by  a  party?  when  gen- 
tlemen declared  that  it  mnst  be  supported  by  a 
lar^.  When  tibe  c~>ctrine  had  been  avowed 
in  this  floor  that  men  of  a  certain  political  opin- 
ion,  alone  ought  to  be  appointed  to  ofBoes;  and 
when  the  Eiecntive  bad  now  adopted  and  car- 
ried into  practice  that  doctrine  in  its  foUeet  ex- 
tent t 

Mr.  Dasa  did  not  propose  to  enter  into  any 
controversy  respecting  the  honor  which  aome 
gentlemen  seemed  disposed  to  arrogate  to  them- 


Honse  were  ambitions  of  b^ng  distinguished  as 
heralds  of  calumny  and  apostlw  of  insurrection, 
it  might  serve  to  ^ow  how  inoorreot  were  their 
ideas  of  what  is  truly  honorable. 

The  bill  has  two  objects  in  view — it  proposed 
to  pnnlsh  conspiracies  and  calumnies  againat  the 
Government,  Against  this  bill,  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  prees  lias  been  insisted  on ; 
and  the  bill  has  been  condemned  as  violating 
one  of  the  articles  adopted  as  amendments  to 
the  constitution.  Why  is  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  so  very  aniions  on  the  subjectt 
Or  is  it  abridged  by  a  law  to  restrmn  lying  t 
Gould  the  framers  of  the  constitntion  intend  to 
gnarantee,  as  a  sacred  priadple,  the  liberty  of 
lying  against  the  Government?  What  do  gen- 
Uemen  understand  by  "the  freedom  of  speeob 
and  of  the  press) "  Is  it  a  license  to  iqjnre 
others  or  the  Government^  by  calnmniea,  with 
impunity? 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  uttering  of 
malicious  fhlsehoods,  to  the  iqjnry  of  tiie  Gov- 
ernment, is  the  offence  which  it  is  now  intended 
to  restrain ;  for,  if  wbat  is  uttered  oau  be  proved 
true,  it  will  not,  according  to  this  bill,  be  pnu- 
ished  OS  libellous.  What,  then,  is  the  rational, 
the  honest,  the  constitutional  idea  of  freedom 
of  language  or  of  conduct?  Can  it  be  any  thing 
more  than  the  right  of  uttering  and  doing  what 
is  not  ii^'ariotte  to  others  ?  This  limitation  of 
doing  no  iiijury  to  the  rights  of  others,  undoubt- 
edly belongs  to  the  tme  diaracter  of  real  liberty. 
Indeed,  eon  it,  in  the  nature  of  thmgs,  be  one 
of  the  rights  of  freem«o  \o  do  iq)uryt    Let 
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gentlemen  (»iisiilt  anj  writer  of  established  rep- 
utation OQ  thU  Bobject ;  let  them  ezsmine  the 
OOnatitntion  of  their  own  bvorite  "terrible" 
Bepnhliol  thev  will  not  find  the^ideos  of  libertj 
extended  to  uiat  indefinitfl  latitbde  which  tliej 
Hdvooate  on  this  floor. 

However,  if  there  are  gentlemen  who  serioiulf 
Bod  conscientiooBly  believe  that  it  would  be  vio- 
lating the  conatitntion  to  raatrain  ahnses  of  the 
press,  by  puniahing  the  gniltj ;  if  there  are  gen- 
tlemen who  believe  that  malicionB  oalnmniee 
against  the  Oovermnent  ought  to  be  nttered  and 
published  with  impnnity,  snah  gentlemen  oQght 
certain];  not  to  oonseat  to  act  further  upon  this 
Bubject.  Mr.  D.  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He 
belvBved  that  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  like  the 
writer  of  a  public  hiatory,  in  the  eiecntion  of 
hia  office,  should  dare  to  utter  what  is  true,  and 
dread  to  ntter  any  thing  that  is  false.  Connd- 
ering,  therefore,  that  the  Uberty  of  lying,  the 
priTiiege  of  vice,  is  what  ia  tmly  intended  to  be 
eorrected  by  this  bill,  how  is  it  possible  that 
gentlemen  shonld  appear  so  anxious  to  excite 
clamor  against  it!  For  himself,  Mr.  D.  wanted 
not  the  liberty  of  calumny  or  of  conspiiraoy,  and 
was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bilL 

The  question  on  rejecting  the  bill,  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays — jeas  86,  nays  47,  as  follows : 

Teas. — David  Bard,  Lemael  Benton,  Thomsi 
Bloont,  Denip»;  Barges,  Thomu  Claiborne,  William 
Charies  Cole  Claiborne,  joba  Clopton,  John  Dairacin, 
John  Fowler,  Albeit  Qallatio,  James  Gmespte,  An- 
draw  Gregg,  John  A.  Hamu,  Carter  B.  Harriaon, 
Jonathan  N.  Haveiu,  Joaeph  Heiater,  David  Hohnei, 
Walter  Joaea,  lijlward  Livingiton,  Mattfaeir  Locke, 
Matthew  LjOD,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  HoClenaobsn, 
Joiepb  UcDawell,  Aiithoay  Kew,  John  Nicholas, 
Samnel  Smith,  'WiUiam  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun,, 
Kcbard  Stanford,  Thomaa  Somlar,  JiJin  Tngg, 
Fbilip  Van  Cortlaudt,  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Abraham 
Tenable,  and  Kobert  Williama. 

Nats. — John  Allen,  Georae  Baer,  jr.,  Bifley  Barf- 
lett,  Jaa.  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
CbiistophBr  G.  Champlin.  John  Cbapmao,  Jamei 
Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  WiHiain  Craik,  Siunnd  W. 
Dana,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evaoi, 
Abiel  Foater,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Heniy  Glson,  Chatmoey  Goodrioh,  William  Gonjon, 
Rc^er  Oriawuld,  WilUam  Barry  Grave,  Robert 
Qoodloe  Harper,  Williaia  pinHman,  Hsiekiah  L. 
HoBoer,  Jamea  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Sttara, 
Samnel  Lyman,  WlUiam  HaUhen,  Haniiom  G. 
Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Bead,  Ji^d  Rutlcdga, 
jr.,  Jame*  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shn>- 
ard,  ThoB.  ^nickson,  Samnel  Stjcmavea,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Peleg  Spragoe,  Geotge  Thaloher,  Uchard 
Thoma^  Mark  Thompson,  Tbomu  TQIingbast,  John 
E.  Tan  Allen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 


Fbtoat,  Jnly  6. 

Airogation  iff  TVwty  <e j(A  France, 

Mr,  Skwau.  called  up  the  bill  %rom  the  Ben- 

ate,  declaring  the  treat;  between  France  and 

the  United  States  void,  and  of  no  effect 

Mr.  Allkn  wished  the  resolution  that  he  laid 
up«i  the  table  yeeterday,  respeotjng  the  condi- 


tion and  relation  of  this  comitry  with  respect  to 
Francei.  first  to  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  SiroBBATES  thought  it  would  be  prop«r 
flrst  to  go  into  a  consideration  of  this  resolntlniL 
We  are,  said  he,  now  in  a  state  of  war.  Die 
Honse  know  that,  by  the  distribution  of  powers 
under  this  Government,  it  is  only  competent  fur 
Congress  to  declare  the  ooantry  in  war;  there- 
fore, until  that  declaration  is  mode  by  Ibia  de- 
partment, the  Executive  and  Jndiciary  cannot 
act  in  the  'same  way  as  if  the  conntiy  iraa  at 
war.  In  other  countriea,  the  Siecntire  Depart- 
ment can  create  war;  but  here  it  cannot.  If  it 
shall  be  considered  expedient  to  declare  war  in 
oonaequence  of  the  repeated  acp'CB^oaa  and 
injuries  we  have  received  from  the  French  Re- 
public, and  the  hostility  urged  agunet  us,  and 
the  neceesity  there  exists  of  making  defence 
against  tbem,  there  can  be  no  occasion  for  declar- 
ing the  treaties  void ;  because,  if  war  is  declared, 
it  is  the  mqjor  proposition,  and,  of  coarse,  ic- 
dudes  all  the  minor  propoaitioos.  If  diMn*$ed 
at  all,  therefore,  it  would  be  proper  to  discus 
the  m^or  proportion  first.  He  supposed  it  wu 
a  gnhjeot  on  which  the  minds  of  memberrfirere 
made  np.  Whether,  therefore,  the  vote  is  affir- 
mative or  negative,  it  would  be  best  to  declare, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  state  of  the  oountry . 

Mr,  KionoLAs  hoped,  if  we  are  to  come  to 
this  question  of  war  at  all,  it  might  be  so  taken 
up  as  to  occupy  the  least  time  of  the  L^islatare.  , 
The  question  of  setting  aside  the  treaties  is 
evidently  included  in  the  other;  he  hoped, 
therefore,  the  proposition  of  the  gentlnaan  ^m 
Oonneoticnt,  if  to  be  taken  up  at  all,  would  have 
a  preferenoB. 

Mr.  BiwALi,  Bud,  if  the  question  of  ammDiog 
the  treaties  with  France  was  included  ill  tba 
resolution  of  the  gentieman  from  Oocnecticiit, 
heahonld  think  it  onght  first  to  be  taken  up; 
but  he  did  not  think  tiiis  was  the  case.  Tna 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  wiahcB  a  commi^ 
tee  to  state  what  is  our  relation  with  respect  to 
the  Frenoh  Bepublic  How  could  we  say  what 
our  relation  is,  except  we  determine  what  it  aei 
relation  with  reepect  to  the  treaties  sabsistiiig 
between  the  two  oonntrtea !  He  took  the  two 
things  to  he  perfectly  di^ti^ot.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SrroKKATXs)  seeoit  to 
cnnonve  that  the  question  whether  It  will  be 
proper  to  make  a  declaration  of  war  again^ 
France,  is  included  in  this  reaolutitm,  as  be 
conld  not  be  so  aniions  for  the  dedaration  of  la 
historical  &ct,  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  rq>ort 
on  this  reeolndon  could  only  b«;  for  gentlemen 
could  not  oondder  that  the  constitntioiul  power. 
placed  in  Congress  to  declare  war,  meant  no 
more  than  a  mere  report  wheUier  or  not  tba 
oonntry  is  In  war.  A  number  of  Hta  have  been 
done,  which  are  indicative  of  war,  and  if  a  re- 
port was  made  as  to  our  edtnation  -nilh  the 
French  RepubUo,  it  must  be  redoned  at  least  a 
state  of  hostility.  But  this  would  bo  doing 
nothing.  K  it  was  the  intention  of  any  gentle- 
man to  propose  a  deolaratioti  of  war,  eacb  • 
motion  would  anpenede  the  necessitf  rf  taking 
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up  the  bin  from  tke  Senate ;  bot,  m  tlie  resoln- 
iaa  <^  th«  gentleinan  from  Ooniteotiont  did  hj 
V)  mmu  go  to  this,  be  hoped  tbe  bill  he  had 
Dcnaooed  wonld  be  first  coo^dered.  If  be 
Ten  to  giTfl  an  opinioii  on  the  B&bj«ct,  it  would 
1h  dearly  against  declaring  irar  at  preseat.  Aa 
to  the  Jodieial  Oonrta,  tha;  would  find  □□  diffl- 
esl^  in  acting  aeoording  to  the  mtoatioD  of 
thiilga,  wi&ont  tfoubling  themselves  with  the 
nioa  distinctJODB  'whioh  geDtlemeo  eeemed  in- 
cEned  to  make  between  a  state  of  war,  and  a 
state  of  hostilily, 

Vi.  Gaixatis  wished  to  know,  if  the  House 
were  to  go  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  whether  a  declaration 
ot  war  might  not  be  moved  aa  an  amendment 
to  the  bill.  To  his  mind,  there  seemed  to  be 
bat  little  difference  between  sajing  the  treatiee 
are  at  an  end,  and  declaring  war.  If  snch  a 
tnotioR  conid  be  received,  it  wonld  be  desirable 
to  know  the  win  of  the  Hoose  npon  it.    The 


whether  ha  titonght  aneh  a  motion  would  be  i 

FNo  answer  was  giren  to  the  inqnlr^.] 
Mr.  AiXKff  oonaidered  it  beet  to  act  always 
with  &snkness.  He  wished,  b;  bis  reaolntion, 
that  a  committee  should  inquire  into,  and  de- 
elire  to  the  House,  and  to  the  ooontry,  the  tme 
state  of  onr  sitnation  with  respect  to  France; 
and  if  thej  should  report  an;  measnree  which 
■hoald  snpersede  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  it 
wmld  be  the  most  fair  and  open  way  of  getting 
at  the  business. 

Tlie  qnestion  on  taking  np  tbe  Ull  ttom  the 
Senate  waa  pnt  and  negatived— 11  to  85. 

Mr.  AixKV  then  called  up  his  resolntion.  It 
h»d  been  said  that  onr  negotiation  with  France 
ia  yet  carrTing  on,  whidi  he  denied,  and  he 
wisbed  this  resolntion  to  go  to  a  nnmerons  oom- 
nittee  to  report  aa  to  that  (act,  and  as  to  oar 
Htnadoii  generaDv  with  reraeot  to  France, 

Hr.  Hassisom  hoped  the  Hodw  would  go  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe 
TTaioa,  In  order  to  Inqidre  into  what  is  the  state 
of  the  oonntryt  Those  gmtlemen  who  wish 
var,  and  are  detarmtoed  to  have  it,  onght  to 
■ptak  out.  Tbe  woiid  shonld  nnderatand  tliem, 
and  the  people  onf^t  not  to  be  deceived.  He 
hoped  gentlnnen  wonld  bring  fbrward  their  de- 
du^on  of  war  at  onoe.  He  had  alwa^  been, 
■sd  shonld  now  be,  oppoeed  to  war,  but  he 
wanted  to  pnt  his  negatire  npon  it. 

Ur.  Haspkk  bad  no  objection  to  go  into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe 
Unioii,  if  the  gtntleman  fi^nn  Virginia  had  an; 
modon  to  make,  when  the  Hoose  got  into  that 
litDatioo. 

Mr.  Habtuct  hoped  the  re«)lntion  before  tbe 
House  woold  be  referred  to  a  aelffot  committee, 
that  the  Honse  might  have  a  report  npon  it. 
He  wondcmd  that  gentlemen  who  were  ag^ngt 
going  to  war,  shonld  wish  to  press  the  qnesdi 
of  Bdedantton  of  it  npon  the  Honse. 
Hr.  Daxa  observed  that,  from  what  bad  been 


now  said  npon  the  reeolntion,  he  saw  no  neoea- 
sity  for  voting  npon  It  at  aU. 

Ur.  Otis  sooke  in  &vor  of  referring  the  reao 
lution  to  a  select  committee,  and  saw  no  reason 
whj  tbe  Honse  shonld  go  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  Uarbibon  said,  ever;  one  wonld  know 
he  bad  no  proposition  to  bring  forward  with 
respect  to  war;  he  wisbed  to  remiun  at  peace; 
bat  he  wished  bis  constitnants  and  the  ooontrj 
at  large  to  be  informed  as  to  what  was  to  be  the 
state  of  the  oonntry.  Seeing,  however,  that  no 
member  is  ready  to  make  the  declaration  whioh 
had  been  so  often  spoken  o^  he  shonld  with- 
draw bis  motion  for  going  into  a  Oommittee  of 
tbe  Whole. 

Ur.  SironaAW  observed,  with  respect  to  tbe 
allnsions  of  the  gentleman  last  np,  aa  to  being 

Erepored  for  a  declaration  of  war,  he  confessed 
e  felt  no  hesitation  In  saving,  that  he  thonght 
this  declaration  onght  to  be  made  in  some  form 
or  other.  He  believed  it  was  the  dnty  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  it.  He  bad  thought  so  tot 
some  time ;  bnt  certain  oonsiderations  with  re- 
spect to  onr  Envoys,  bad  preventod  its  being 
proposed.  Such,  he  said,  was  his  individnal 
opinion;  bnt  be  owned  be  bad  some  sornplea 
abont  bringing  it  forward,  onless  he  should  be 
aaaored,  from  a  comparison  of  tbe  opimons  ot 
gentlemen,  sach  a  proportion  woold  receive  a 
respectable  and  firm  support.  If  he  soppoaed 
this  woald  be  the  case,  he  wonld  make  the 
motion  at  thia  moment ;  and  it  waa  because  tbe 
motion  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Gonneotjcot 
looked  towards  a  deolaratiixi,  that  he  was  in 
&vor  of  it. 

Mr.  8.  aaid  he  had  heard  it  sidd  for  months 
pesl^  by  gentlemen  of  difibrent  opinitma,  that 
the  aggressioDS  of  France  against  this  coantiT 
were  lawful  canse  of  war,  and  all  have  admitted 
that  it  has  become  a  single  qnestion  of  expedl- 
enoy  whether  we  shall  declare  war,  or  not.  It 
was  said  no  consideration  bnt  that  of  intereatr 
wonld  prevent  its  being  done,  and  be  did  not 
believe  there  was  any  such.  We  have,  said  h^ 
for  a  long  time  snSlered  all  tbe  mischiefs  that 
can  be  inflicted  upon  os  in  a  state  of  war,  and, 
therefore,  the  single  question  is  now,  whether 
we  will  av^  ourselves  of  the  advantages  whioh 
might  be  derived  fhnn  declaring  war;  for, 
however  trifling  gentlemen  may  deem  tbe  dia- 
tinction  which  be  made  between  a  atato  ot 
hostility  and  wjr,  he  looked  npon  that  distinction 
aa  real  and  material.  In  case  of  an  invaMon 
taking  place  before  a  declaration  of  war  has  been 
made,  certain  limited  authorities  are  placed  in 
tbe  PsEsiDKirr,  and  in  tbe  Executives  of  the 
several  States,  with  respect  to  the  armed  force; 
bat,  if  a  declaration  of  war  has  previously  taken 
place,  tbe  direction  of  that  force  is  placed  wholly 
In  the  hands  of  the  PsaeiDEBT  or  tub  UtnTSD 
Btateb.  If  thia  deciaration  shonld  be  made,  he 
shonld  Btill  deem  it  a  war  of  defence  on  onr  part. 
Mr'.  8.  said  he  rose  to  declare  hU  <i>inion  on  this 
point,  and  to  say  be  was  in  favor  of  the  mothm 
of  the  gentieman  from  Ouineoticut. 
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Mr.  NiOHOUiB  BopptHdd  there  ooold  have  been 
no  doabt  as  to  the  iDtentions  of  the  gentleman 
from  CoDnecticQt  in  bringing  fonrord  this  reso- 
Indon,  thoDgh  he  expected  it  would  have  been 
funnd  neceraar;  to  have  made  it  more  eiphcit. 
If  the  object  was,  as  be  bad  do  donbt  it  was,  to 

Erocnre  a  proposition  for  a  declaration  of  war, 
e  hoped  the  reeolation  woold  be  «o  amended 
as  to  embrace  that  object.  At  preeent,  it  was 
qoite  an  nnmeaning  thing. 

Mr.  QAnXTts  said,  if  he  onderatood  the 
reaolntion,  it  proposed  the  appointment  of  a 
oommiltee,  to  declare  what  is  the  state  of  thiogH 
between  this  oonntry  and  France.  Be  oonid 
not  see  with  what  proprietjr  Congress  oonld 
declare  a  statement  of  facts  by  a  legislative  acC 
It  wonld  be  a  little  curiona  to  pass  a  law  to  de- 
clare Hr.  Gerry  has  no  authority  to  treat  with 
the  French  Government;  or  to  declare  that 
this  room  is  sixty  feet  long,  or  any  other  fact. 
If  the  committee  were  to  report  what  was  ne- 
cessary to  be  done,  he  oonld  see  the  ose  of  each 
sretmrt. 

Mr.  Ltok  observed,  that  tboo^  this  reso- 
Intdon  was  not  so  exjdioit  as  genUemen  might 
wish,  yet  aaoh  as  it  was,  he  was  dedrons  it 
shonid  pass.  He  wished  to  know  the  state  of 
the  ooQDtry.  Bome  say  we  are  at  war ;  others 
thatweareinastateofhostility;  others  at  peace. 
He  wished  to  see  a  report  on  the  snbjeoL  He 
had  considered  the  oonntry  as  in  war  for  some 
time;  if  he  was  mistaken,  he  was  desirons  his 
mistake  sbonld  be  rectified.  If  we  are  at  war, 
it  would  be  well  to  request  the  PBBaii>x»T  to 
get  us  peace  as  soon  as  he  oan. 

The  question  on  the  resolntion  was  pnt  and 
ne^tived,  withoat  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Ons.  the  Honse  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  declaring  oor  treaties  with  France 
void  and  of  no  aS^A.  The  committee  being 
fiuTiied^  and  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr,  LiTOieKroM  called  for  the  readmg  of  the 
treaties. 

Mr.  Guj.i.Tiii  tLoaght  it  would  be  soffioient 
to  have  certun  parte  of  the  treaties,  whic!:  he 
mentioned,  read.  Mr.  LrriNoaTOK  consented; 
hot  Mr.  Lros  persisted  in  the  motion  for  read- 
ing the  whole.  On  the  questioi.  being  taken, 
he  only  rose  in  fevor  of  it.  The  parts  of  the 
treaties  called  for  by  Mr.  G.  were  read. 

Mr.  BxwAU.  sdd,  some  doubts  might  be  en- 
tertained, perhaps,  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
measure.  It  is  certainly  a  novel  doctrine  to 
pass  a  law  declaring  a  treaty  void ;  but  the  ne- 
oessity  arose  from  Uie  pecnUar  mtoation  of  this 
country.  Id  most  countries,  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  snspend  a  treaty 
whenever  be  thiniiB  proper;  here  Oongrees  only 
has  that  power.  We  have,  said  he,  during  tliis 
session,  in  a  variety  of  cases,  suspended  the 
treaties  in  question,  by  authorizing  measnres  of 
hostility  against  France,  oontrarv  to  the  stipn- 
latiouB  ooutained  therein.  He  believed  it  would 
be  proper,  therefore,  to  set  aside  these  treaties 
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by  legal  authority.  But  he  oonfcMed  to  do  tliii, 
in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senate,  wtmld, 
at  least,  be  inoonvenienL  He  could  not  con- 
ceive that  the  Senate  meant  to  go  to  far  la  tbu 
bill  goes.  We  ought  not  to  say  the  treaties  ut 
void  and  of  no  effect  They  mnst  have  effect 
as  historical  fhots;  tkey  mnst  hare  effect  in 
our  appeal  to  tlie  world,  on  the  gronnd  of  their 
having  been  violated,  and  in  onr  claim  upon 
Tnao6  on  aoconnt  of  those  violatjons.  There 
are  also  other  articles  which  most  have  eSeet 
in  case  of  war.  He  slladed  to  the  articles  which 
respect  the  situation  of  French  cituens  in  this 
coantry,  or  American  dtizens  in  France,  after 
war  shall  have  been  declared  by  either  power. 
Mr.  S.,  therefbre,  proposed  a  new  form  of  &  bill, 
more  simple  and  witti  a  much  shorter  prefue^ 
vis:  "that,  whereas  the  troarieehave  been  in  nsr 
merouB  instances  violated,  they  are  no  longer  to 
be  considered  as  law  within  the  United  Statea," 
&e.  It  also  proposed  that  any  claim  or  reetrwnt, 
stipulated  by  the  said  treaties,  shall  be  ohroga- 
ted  and  annnlled. 

The  (Tmntmv  uid  this  motion  wai  not  in 
order,  and  oonld  not  be  received. 

Mr.  NioHOLAfi  saw  no  difierence  between  the 
snbstitute  proposed  and  the  original  bill.  The 
gentleman  from  Maesachtisetts  wished  to  retain 
Uie  provision  relative  to  the  residence  of  the 
citizens  of  dther  oonntry,  alter  the  declanitkiD 
of  war  shall  have  taken  place ;  but  coaM  thit 
gentieman  for  a  moment  suppose  that  he  oonld 
amial  one  part  of  a  treaty  and  preserve  other 
parts )  The  idea  appealed  to  him  a  very  ei- 
traordinary  one. 

Mr,  BirrLuioB  hc^ed  the  committee  wonld 
rise,  and  that  the  bUl  wonld  be  referred  to  ■ 
select  committee.  He  believed  tt  would  be 
better  to  declare  a  part  of  the  treaties  void  thia 
the  whole,  which  he  thonght  might  with  pro- 
priety be  done. 

Mr.  NioHoiAB  had  no  objection  to  the  com- 
mittee's rising;  but  he  could  not  bdieve  we 
could  take  snoh  parts  of  a  treaty  m  we  lited, 
and  declare  the  rest  vdd. 

Mr.  Dana  believed  that  the  gentleman  tna 
Virginia  did  not  rightly  apprehend  what  had 
been  said  by  the  gentieman  from  Maaeochnsettt. 
Mr.  D.  admitted  the  imprc^rie^  of  dedaiii^ 
void  and  of  no  effect  a  legal  instrament  whicb 
was  ori^nally  valid.  In  his  opinion,  tbia  im- 
propriety might  be  avoided,  and  the  object  of 
the  hill  atttuned,  by  a  difierent  phraseolofy. 
Ho  believed  a  proper  mode  of  acting  upon  tlui 
bnuness  would  be,  to  declare  the  etipulatioDS  d 
the  French  treaties  no  longer  oblwatory  on  tba 
United  Stales.  This  we  may  JutTy  do,  in  ooo- 
seqnentw  of  their  bdng  disregarded  by  Tnntt. 

Ab  to  the  effect  of  mch  a  dadoratiun,  he  se- 
knowledged  that  it  mnst  be  regarded  as  abro- 
gating all  those  articles  of  the  treatiee  wliich 
aro  executory,  snch  as  stipulate  for  the  fntira 
oandnct  of  the  parties.  Agreeing  thus  hi  vill> 
the  gentlenuin  from  Virginia,  he  would  oooi^ 
most  cheerfuUy  that  all  snch  articles  ahould  bt 
set  aside,  as  they  respect  both  oooutrico.    But 
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At  dedvvtioii  woold  not  have  aaj  eflbct  on 
irtid»  whidi  are  ezeonted,  micb  as  contaiD 
nniiHw  or  rennDciationa  of  territorial  cMnu, 
ud  whrae  a  oorreeponding  potteseion  has  taben 
jilue.  The  operatioa  of  Uiew  articles  is  com- 
pleted, and  cannot  tw  rerened  by  the  declara- 
tUn  now  proposed. 

Vr.  D.  then  moved  to  amend  the  enactinft 
cliiise,bjeipaDging  all  the  words  after  "That," 
tnd  Eobstitntinff  "the  United  States  are,  of 
rigbt,  &«ed  and  ezoaerated  from  the  itioDU- 
ikiiu  of  tfae  treatiw  heretofbre  oonolnded  be- 
tweea  tbe  United  States  and  France,  and  that 
thsnme  shall  not  bencefuHth  lie  regarded  aa 
kgall;  obligatmy  on  the  GoTemment  or  citizens 
(tftbe  Uoited  Siatea." 


oiiQdon 


1  carried  npoa  it  without  a 


Ifr.  O.  then  moved  to  strike  ont  the  whole 
(/this  pTMUnbla;  which  motion  being  carried, 
Kr.  Dasa.  propoeed  that  the  reasons  for  pass- 
lug  this  hill  shoidd  be  condensed  in  the  pream- 
ble, to  read  as  follows :  "  Whereas,  Che  treaties 
nxKlnded  betveen  the  United  Stat«s  and  France 
hire  been  repeatedly  violated  on  the  part  of 
tbe  French  Government,  and  the  jnet  claims  of 
tLe  United  States  for  reparation  of  the  injuries 
w  eomniitted  have  been  revised ;  and  their  at- 
tnapts  to  n^ptiatA  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
lU  complajnta  between  the  two  nations  have 
tcffl  repelled  with  indignity;  and  where«a, 
under  the  aathoritj  of  the  French  Government, 
there  ia^et  pnisned  against  the  United  States  a 
.iT^tem  at  pr«datoiT  violeooe  ioiraccing  the  said 
treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  rights  of  a  free  and 
independent  nation,  therefore,"  &o. 

Tbe  qnestion  on  the  preamble  was  pot  and 
cvried— 41  to  88. 

Tbe  ocnDTiiittee  then  rose,  and  the  Eonse  took 
up  the  amendments.  On  the  qneettoo  being 
pnt  Ml  agreeing  to  the  new  preamble, 

Mr.  Batajbu  said  he  thon^t  it  more  in  detail 
thiQ  wM  necessary.  He  thoDRht  it  more  like  a 
Stale  paper  than  the  preamble  of  a  law.  He 
thought  Uie  preamble  ought  to  go  no  farther 
thu  to  Btftte  anfflcieut  ground  for  the  act,  which 
ITU  sbont  to  be  done ;  and  he  took  it  for  grant- 
ed that  whenever  a  nation  violates  an  essential 
article  of  a  treaty,  it  is  competent  for  the  other 
party  to  dacUre  the  treaty  no  longer  binding 
wuB  tbem.  H^  therefore  moved  to  strike  oct 
ill  the  preainble  after  saying  the  treaties  have 
been  fivqaently  violated.  As  to  the  French 
having  oommitted  depredations  npon  our  com- 
merce, and  reioBed  to  negotiate  with  our  Oum- 
miwOQers,  thongh  these  drcnmstances  may  be 
ajosc  CAuae  of  war,  he  did  not  know  whether 
ttey  were  snffident  gronnd  npon  which  to  de- 
clare a  treaty  void. 

Vr.  KiTTSSA  was  s«ainst  striking  oat  He 
(nuld  not  agree  that  there  ooold  be  causes  for  a 
drclarKtion  of  war,  which  are  not  also  cansee  for 
'Ating  «nde  a  treaty.  The  reverse  of  this  pod- 
tioD  appeftred  to  him  to  be  tme,  viz:  thatUieie 


mi^ht  be  causes  for  declaring  a  treaty  void, 
whirh  wonld  not  be  oaosea  of  war. 

Ur.  CsAiE  was  in  favor  of  the  preamble  as  h 
stood. 

Mr.  GoRDOB  hoped.the  amendment  wonid  not 

ErevaiL  It  ought  to  be  conddered  that  if  this 
ill  pamed  into  a  law,  it  would  be  conudered  as 
a  novel  thing.  It  will  be  tantomoimt  to  a  Btate 
declaration  to  annul  a  treaty,  and  there  onght 
to  b^  tbe  grounds  annexed  to  it  whicb  had  led 
to  the  measure;  and  though  tbe  gentleman 
from  Delaware  is  desirons  of  stating  a  sufficient 
cause,  he  did  not  think  his  motion  went  fir 
enough.  Thepracticeofnationsis,  thatwheniii> 
juries  are  done,  reparation  is  demanded ;  and  it 
was  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  state  that  this 
demand  had  been  made  in  vun,  and  that  the 
iujariea  compjtuned  of  areltill  continued. 

Hr.  S.  Shtth  hoped  the  amendment  wotddtw 
adopted.  He  disliked  preambles  very  mnoh, 
Tbe  reasons  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware in  favor  of  his  motion  he  thought  well 
founded.  It  wonld  be  mnoh  better  to  give  one 
good  reason  for  declaring  the  treaties  no  longer 
binding,  than  several  donbtfnl  ones.  In  his 
opinion  there  were  some  of  this  description  as 
the  preamble  stands  at  present  He  did  not 
know  that  a  reparation  for  injuries  hod  been 
refused  by  France.  He  had  seen  nothing  like 
an  absolute  demand  made  npon  the  French 
Government  The  Envoys  were  empowered  to 
make  the  demand ;  bat  from  their  not  having 
been  doly  received,  the  demand  was  never 
made.  If  it  were  made,  it  is  clear  it  has  not 
been  complied  with ;  but  we  have  no  evidence 
of  its  having  been  refused  to  be  complied  with. 
On  tbe  contrary,  we  see  that  on  the  8d  of  April, 
Talleyrand  had  fixed  a  day  on  which  he  pro- 
posed to  treat  with  Mr,  Gerry  on  the  subject  of 
the  disputes  between  the  two  coantriee.  We 
have  not  heard  the  resalt  of  the  conference; 
but  it  may  have  happened  that  Mr.  Talleyrand 
has  o£&red  to  make  complete  reparation  for  the 
injuries  oommitted  on  our  commerce,  and  this 
intelligeooe  may  arrive  here  a  fortnight  henoe, 
and  then  a  declaration  of  this  sort  would  not 
have  a  good  appearance.  He  thought,  therfr- 
fbre,  it  would  be  better  to  strike  these  words 
ont  than  to  retain  them. 

Mr.  S.  preaamed  it  was  not  yet  udition  for 
him  to  say  that  he  believed  proposals  to  treat 
woold  be  made  to  oar  Commissioners,  inde- 
pendent of  any  tribate,  and  such  as  this  country 
might  with  honor  accept  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, no  difficalty  would  be  placed  in  the  way, 
by  passing  the  preamble  Os  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  DaMA  was  not  generally  in  favor  of  fixing 
preambles  to  laws.  Whenever  the  subject  u 
such  that  ft  is  obvionsly  competent  for  the 
L^slature  to  act  upon  it;  whenever  the  act 
proposed  ia,  from  its  natnre,  completely  within 
the  usual  Legislative  powers,  and,  without  any 
explanation,  appears  perfectiy  consistent  with 
national  honor  and  propriety,  a  preamble  is  an- 
neoeesarr.  But  oughtthistobe  said  of  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration  t    Whence  is  it  that 
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the  United  States  1087  abrogate  the  trcatiM 
with  France  t  Ib  it  because  the  LeeislatnTe  vat.j, 
at  pleasure,  set  a«ide  a  treat;  ?  If  it  ti  proper 
to  do  this,  without  any  external  csTue,  a  pre- 
amble is  oeedlesi  in  the  present  instance.  Ac- 
cording to  bis  view  of  the  subject,  the  act  was 
founded  on  a  different  principle.  France  haa 
violated  the  faith  pledged  b;  ber  treaties  with 
America :  tbia,  by  the  law  of  nations,  pnts  it 
within  the  option  of  the  Legislature  to  decide, 
as  a  qneation  of  expediency,  whether  the  United 
States  shall  anv  longer  oontinne  to  obeerre  their 
stipulations.  It  is  owing  to  the  perfidy  of  the 
French  Oovenunent  that  the  abrogation  of  our 
treaties  with  that  nation  has  become  instiSable 
and  necessary.  As  an  American,  be  noped  tlie 
United  Btates  woald  alwajs  regard  the  faith 
due  to  treaties,  and  that  a!l  their  acts  wonld,  an 
the  fitce  of  them,  appear  consistent  with  It.  In 
this  respect,  he  wished  the  condnct  of  the 
American  Goremment  to  exhibit  a  marked 
contrast  to  French  perfidj.  It  is  of  importance 
to  the  fairness  of  onr  national  character.  There- 
fore it  is  that  the  facts  should  be  stated  which 
have  led  to  this  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  rapport  of 
the  amendment  which  he  has  moved,  supposes 
it  sufficient  to  state  one  canse  for  setting  aside 
the  treaties.  Ue  is  understood  to  admit  that  a 
nifficieui  canse  should  be  stated.  In  this  prin- 
ciple, 8ud  Mr.  D.,  we  are  agreed.  But  the 
question  arisea,  whether  a  violation  of  the 
treaties  on  the  part  of  France  is,  of  itself^  suffl- 
dent  for  setting  them  aside !  The  idea  of  Hi. 
D.  was,  that  it  wonld  not  be  sufficient,  accord- 
ing to  the  Uberal  principles  which  ahonld  be 
cherished  in  the  United  States.  A  treatjmigbt 
be  violated  bythe  imprudence  of  some  person  in 
anthori^,  or  by  persons  acting  witbont  author- 
ity; and  yet  the  foreign  Government,  on  proper 
repreaeotations,  might  be  willing  to  redress  the 
Injnry.  In  such  case,  it  would  ill  become  the 
Government  of  the  injnred  party  immed iately 
todissolve  friendly  connections.  Why  la  it  now 
deemed  requisite  to  abrogate  the  treatiw  bv 
which  this  country  has  been  connected  witli 
Franoet  It  ia  because  France  has  not  only 
violated  them,  bnt  has  ^so  refused  that  atten- 
tion which  waa  due  to  our  representationa  on 
the  inl^eot,  and  persists  in  the  violidilon.  On 
this  acoonnt,  and  in  order  t;  show  that  the 
United  Stat«3  were  completely  Justifiable  in 
t^ing  the  measure,  he  waa  a^nst  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  and  in 
&Tor  of  retaining  the  several  ciaoses  of  the 
preamble. 

A  gentleman  from  Uaryland  (&&.  Bktth)  haa 
deckred  himself  in  favor  of  this  amendment, 
becanse,  in  his  view,  there  is  no  proof  that  our 
clmm  for  the  it^nries  committed  on  onr  rights, 
SI  a  neutral  nation,  have  been  refused  to  be  ad- 
justed by  France.  The  reason  assigned  for  this 
opinion  is  so  extraordinary  that  it  may  aatonisb 
every  man  acquainted  with  subjects  of  this  na- 
tnre.  It  is,  that  the  French  would  not  receive 
the  Envoys  charged  with  this  burinest^  or  per- 


mit their  speaking  to  tbem,  attbongh  they 
wtuted  for  months  at  the  palaoe-gate  of  Direcio- 
rial  Am^jice  supplicating  in  vsin  for  an  au- 
dience. Were  the  gentleman  ^m  Haryland  to 
go  himself,  or  send  one  of  bis  clerks,  to  pnsent 
a  demand  for  a  smn  justly  due  to  lum,  if  hit 
debtor,  instead  of  discharging  or  attendiu  to 
the  acoonnt,  would  not  consent  even  to  near 
him  on  the  subject,  but  should  kick  him  from 
the  door,  or  order  a  servant  to  do  it,  wonld  net 
the  gentleman  consider  such  conduct  as  a  refb- 
aal  to  satisfy  the  demand.  He  who  knows  that 
claims  of  Justice  merit  the  reepect  of  Qovwi- 
ments,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  and  ought 
to  be  neglected  without  reasonable  causa, 


refusal  of  satisfaction.  'This  ia  the  doctrine  lA 
reason,  of  common  sense,  of  mnnicipal  law,  and 
of  the  law  of  nations.  The  facta  suted  in  the 
preamble,  therefore,  are  strictly  true ;  they  are 
established  by  the  very  atatement  which  the 
gentleman  haa  made  to  disprove  them.  And 
since  he  has  made  a  queetJon  <hi  llie  sutject,  it 
is  of  additional  importance  for  the  Legialatore 
to  declare  its  conviction  of  their  trnth. 

Mr.  Craik  believed  with  the  gentleman  frMn 
Oonnecticnt,  last  up,  that  from  the  dedanUioD 
of  his  colleague  this  qnestion  was  of  consequeuce. 
He  believed  gentlemen  were  now  called  apou 
to  testify  to  tbe  truth  of  this  Btat«ment,  since  it 
had  been  donbted.  Tbe  people  ought  not  to  be 
left  in  doubt  on  this  subject 

Ur.  Ons  smd,  exactly  tbe  same  effect  which 
had  been  produced  upon  tbe  mind  of  th«  g^e- 
raan  last  up,  was  also  produced  upon  his.  Bt- 
fore  he  had  heard  tbe  argmnenta  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Haryland  in  its  favor,  he  intended 
to  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  as  being  more  oonoise,  and  as  be 
thongfat  stating  sufficient  ground  for  the  act 
about  to  be  paued ;  bnt  when  that  gentlemia 
says  we  have  no  evidence  of  reparation  ft>r  tbe 
iijnries  committed  upon  onr  commerce  beitif 
refbaed  to  be  made,  tbe  abhorrenoe  he  fdt  at  the 
idea  of  being  ranked  among  members  of  this 
opinion  would  lead  him  to  vote  against  it  He 
beUeved  the  facte  sUted  in  tbe  preamble  nnqnes- 
tionably  true,  and  he  did  not  think  there  rovld 
have  been  a  man  in  the  United  Btatee  who  had 
a  doubton  the  subject  He  believed  there  oouM 
be  no  doubt  that  when  a  sum  of  money  is  wg- 
lected.  to  be  paid,  when  due,  though  tbe  debtor 
may  refnse  to  see  any  person  anthoriied  to  nuke 
the  demand,  that  it  is  legally  reAised  to  be  pwd. 

If  tbe  doonments  on  the  table  were  eiamiDC^ 
Mr.  O.  add  it  wonld  be  found,  that  so  hx  turn 
Mr,  Talleyrand  having  listened  to  tbe  claims  dl 
our  Oommisaioners,  he  had  expressed  his  nir- 
prise  that  tliey  ahonld  have  been  mad^  alleging 
that  the  priority  of  claim  waa  on  thepartoftbe 
French  Government.  Mr.  0.  made  several  other 
observationa,  wheu  he  concluded  l^sayinf^thit 
if  any  offers  of  pacification  were  made  hy  men 
of  the  description  of  those  at  present  in  pOF^r 
in  the  French  Dir«ctory,  he  should  have  no  «»■ 
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fldenoe  in  tbem :  be  Bhoold  think  tbem  instdi- 
oas,  *od  thftt  the;  oririoatcd  in  tfaur  fears, 
and  wera  intended  to  emct  oar  mis. 

Mr,  Hakpxk  B^d  te  woold  t&j  onlj  a  few 
words  in  jostifioadon  of  his  vote  io  favor  of  tlio 
present  tnotioa.  He  dbdiked  preambles  alto- 
gether, BeToted  agaioBt  the  onefromtheSen- 
Ut,  and  he  ahoold  be  in  favor  of  redaoing  this ; 
fur,  if  wemnst  have  a  preamble,  be  thought  tbo 
k«>  the  better.  It  is  the  bnainras  of  the  Legis- 
Utore,  JCr.  H.  aud,  to  nm  lawi ;  if  a  manifesto 
is  propa-  to  be  pabliaJied  on  this  occasion,  it 
vonld  more  probablv  fall  nnder  the  Executive 
Department.  It  is  big  bnsincas  to  iaaae  State 
papers,  and  he  oonld  do  it  ronch  better  than  it 
eonld  be  done  in  tliis  Honae.  He  waa  aornr  it 
dioald  be  thought  necessarj  to  have  anj  pre&ce 
at  all  to  the  law,  as  it  was  departing  tntn  a 
good  old  role  laid  down  by  Congreea 

Ur.  S.  SioTa  was  not  convinced,  bj  any  thing 
that  had  been  said  agidngt  this  raotlon.  that 
what  be  had  before  stated  was  ill-fonnded.  It 
had  been  asked  whether,  if  he  sent  three  per- 
■ODS  to  demand  a  debt,  and  the  debtor  ordered 
tbem  awaj  withent  seeing  them,  he  shonld  not 
conrider  the  act  as  a  refnsal  to  pay.  He  an- 
swered, be  shonld.  Bnt  he  would  pat  a  oaae, 
^ich  he  thoa^t  more  in  pcant.  Were  he  to 
send  three  persons  to  settle  an  accoant  with  a 
debtor,  and  he  were  to  send  two  of  them  borne 
a^n,  but  keep  one,  and  promise  to  a(!just  the 
bosjoew  with  blm,  he  tboold  naturally  expect 
be  would  do  so,  and  should  not  think  of  pro- 
ceeding to  any  rigoroos  measores  with  him,  nn- 
Q  be  beard  the  resnlt. 

TIm  gentleman  from  Uassaohnsetts  has  said 
that  he  can  never  consent  to  accept  of  any 
terras  itom  the  present  Eiecndve  Directory,  as 
he  shall  consider  them  inndioaa,  and  not  to  be 
relied  upon.  Afler  a  two  years'  war,  perhaps, 
he  may  be  of  a  different  opimon.  Mr.  S.  said 
fas  shoold  be  as  unwilling  aa  any  man  to  accept 
of  any  temu  from  the  Frendi  Qavernment 
which  would  be  derogatory  to  the  United 
States;  bnt  if  the  Directory  will  engaae  thntall 
the  depredations  npon  onr  oommeroe  uiall  cease, 
and  will  offer  to  treat  with  ua  on  equitable  terms, 

Swhieh  he  did  not  think  improbable,)  he  sbonld 
e  tor  acceding,  most  oheerfully,  to  the  proposal. 
Xr.  GaiLaTtH  said  he  shonld  vote  against  the 
motion  to  etiike  ont  a  part  of  the  preamble 
(greed  to  in  the  Oommtttee  of  the  Whole.  He 
wag  of  opinion  with  gentlemen,  that  it  was  bet- 
ter to  pui  lawg  in  general,  without  preambles ; 
but  tbia  proceeding  is  altogether  of  a  novel  na- 
tnre.  lie  knew  of  no  precedent  of  a  Legislatnre 
repeallne  a  treatr.  It  is  ther^ore  an  act  of  a 
peenliar  kind,  and  it  appeared  to  him  neoeaeary 
that  Congrefls  should  Jostiiy  it  by  a  declaration 
<f  tbeir  rsMona.  Nor  oould  he  nnderstand  the 
nsaiaent  of  the  gentleman  fixnn  South  OaroILna, 
when  he  a^d  ^e  Executive  Department  was 
better  calculated  for  the  publishbg  of  a  mani- 
Icsto  than  the  LegiBlatnre,  or,  in  other  words, 
CDold  aMfgn  the  reasons  that  inflnenced  CoD- 
ptH  better  than  Oongreesthemselvea.  I^tbeu, 
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a  preamble  is  to  be  adopted,  it  ought  to  contain 
those  reasons  which  operated  in  prodncing  the 
law.  He  thought  this  would  be  more  correctly 
stated  by  leaving  the  preamble  aa  it  is,  than  by 
adopting  the  amendment. 

There  was  also  another  reason  for  preserving 
the  preamble  as  at  present.  The  French  have 
violated  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  made  with 
Ibis  country ;  but  it  would  be  rather  difficult 
for  any  gentleman  to  show  that  repeated  vioio- . 
tions  have  taken  place  of  onr  Treaty  of  Alliance 
with  France.  The  ground  of  complaint  is,  that 
France  has  violated  the  Treaty  of  Oomnierco 
between  the  two  countries,  and  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  not  the  Treaty  of  Alliance;  and, 
therefore,  a  breach  of  that  treaty  is  not  the  reo* 
son  why  It  is  set  aside.  Besides^  if  repeated 
violations  of  a  treaty  are  snfGcient  reasons  for 
setting  it  aside,  it  could  not  be  forgotten  that 
certun  orders  had  been  tsaned  by  another  coun- 
try, which  are  not  conformable  to  our  treaty 
with  that  power.  Bo,  that  it  is  not  efficient 
to  say,  that  because  a  treaty  has  been  violated, 
we  will  repeal  it ;  but  we  ought  to  show  to  the 
world  that  repeated  attempts  have  been  made, 
in  vain,  to  obtsin  redress. 

Bnt  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  amtre- 
hensive  that  the  statement  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment having  refused  to  make  reparation  fbr 
the  injnriea  committed  upon  onr  commerce 
could  not  bo  correct,  from  Oie  possibility  of  Mr. 
Oerry  having  succeeded  in  making  a  treaty  since 
the  date  of  onr  last  despatches.  He  acknowl- 
edged there  was  a  bare  possibility  of  the  fact 
being  so;  but  tliis  ought  to  operate  as  a  reason 
agun-st  passing  the  bul  at  all,  and  not  agidust 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  EoHOTin  sdd,  he  voted  for  r^ecting  the 
'  preamble.  It  appeared  to  him  that  no 
necessary.  For,  if  it  were  necea- 
sary  to  state  the  reasons  which  induced  the 
passing  of  this  act,  it  would  be  proper  to  state 
all  the  reasons,  and  to  do  that  would  be  a  woric 
of  considerable  time ;  and,  upon  the  &cts  stated, 
there  might  probably  be  a  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  If  reasons  were  stated  fbr 
passing  tbis  law,  and,  at  a  futnre  day,  when  on 
a^jnatment  of  differences  should  take  place,  the 
negotiator  on  the  part  of  the  United  Btatea  were 
to  adduce  other  reasons  for  passing  this  act  than 
ore  stated  in  this  preamble,  it  mi^t  be  stated 
by  the  negotiator,  on  the  part  of  France,  why 
do  you  muster  np  complunts  now,  which  yon 
did  not  think  of  when  the  law  passed  I  He 
therefore  thought  it  would  be  best  to  pass  the 
law  without  a  preamble  at  all, 

No  question  in  the  laws  <^  nations,  Mr.  E. 
said,  was  more  dear,  than  that,  when  a  treaty 
is  violated  by  one  nation,  the  other  party,  who 
has  malntdned  good  faith,  may  either  diwiharge 
themselves  from  the  obhgations  of  it,  or,  b 
kindly  disposed,  they  may  set  on  foot  a  negoti- 
ation, or  they  may  declare  war,  without  doing 
either  of  the  other  two.  He  laid  it  down  as  a 
farther  prindple,  that  where  there  are  several 
treaties  m  existence  between  two  countries,  and 
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one  of  then  is  vioktod,  the  it^nrod  parly  nm; 
demand  satisfiictioD ;  and  if  it  be  not  ^en, 
they  may  declare  the  whole  of  the  treaties  void. 
He  thei-efore  was  of  opinion  that  France  bavlog 
violated  oar  treaty  with  her,  we  have  a  riffht, 
without  assigning  any  reason  for  it,  to  set  it 
aside ;  and  as  we  have  repeatedly  applied  to 
them  for  redress,  and  they  have  refused  to  grant 
it,  we  have  a  right  to  r^ect  the  whole  or  to 
declare  war,  withont  assigning  any  reason  what- 
ever. However,  if  we  wish  to  appear  fair  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  we  may,  if  we  please, 
asmgn  a  reason  for  onr  act ;  hnt,  in  this  case,  he 
wonld  either  give  all  the  reasons  which  exist, 
ortnake  them  as  precise  as  possible.  Heshonld, 
therefore,  vote  in  favor  of  striking  ont  the 
words  in  qnestlon. 

The  qnwtion  to  strike  oat  was  negatived ;  and 
the  qnestion'  being  taken  on  the  preamble,  it 
was  carried— there  being  58  votes  for  It 

The  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  this 
day.  It  afterwards  received  its  third  reading, 
and  waa  passed — yeas  47,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — John  Allen,  George  Boer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  Jaa  A.  Baj^,  David  Bmoka,  Stefdien  Bnllock, 
ChriMopher  G.  CLamplin.  John  Chapman,  Jamaa 
Cochnn,  Joalma  Coit,  William  Cisik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Gtoorge  Dent,  WiUiun  Edmond,  Abiel  Foater, 
Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freemnn,  H«niy  Glenn, 
Chioncej  Goodrioli,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Grii- 
wold,  WiUiun  Bury  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomaa  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezeklah  L. 
Bonner,  Jsa  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Sttera,  Samnel 
Lyman,  William  Matdiews,  Hanuon  Q.  O^  Isaac 
Faiker,  John  Read,  John  RoUedge,  jr.,  James  Schnre- 
man,  Samuel  Semll,  William  Sbepard,  Thoe.  Sin- 
nickson,  Samnel  Sitgreavei,  Nathaniel  Smith.  Peleg 
Sprague,  George  Tliatehor,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark 
Tliompsm,  Thomaa  Tillinghast,  John  K  Van  Allen, 
and  Peleg  Wodsworth. 

Natb.— Abraham  Boldwm,  David  Baid,  Thoi. 
Blonnt,  Dempsey  Barges,  Thomas  Clalbane,  Wniiam 
Charles  Cote  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Jtdm  Daw- 
ion,  Thomas  Evans,  John  Foirier,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillespie,  Aitdrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanno, 
Carter  B.  Uoirison,  Jonathan  N.  Haven^  Joseph 
Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jone^  Edvord  Liv- 
ingston, Matthew  Locke,  Mnttheii  Lyon,  Nathaule! 
Hacon,  Blalr  McClenachon,  Joseph  HcDowell,  An- 
thony New,  John  Nicholas,  'Samael  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  lUchaid  Stanford,  Thomas 
Snmter,  John  Tngg,  Philip  Von  Cortlandt,  JoHiph 
B.   Vanmm,  Abraham  Venable,   and  Robert  Wil- 


TiTUiUY,  July  10. 

Punuktaent  qf  Crvntt. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  pnniebing 

Crimea  against  the  United  Btates,  and  for  other 

purposes,  was  read  the  third  time ;  when 

Mr.  SrTQRBATEB  wished  the  bill  to  be  reoom- 
tnitted.  It  had  been  suggested  to  him  that  great 
inconvenience  arises  in  the  Federal  Coorts,  from 
its  having  been  conceived  that  they  have  not  the 

Sower  to  bind  to  good  behovior,  and  he  was 
esirons  of  removing  this  defect,  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion to  ttuB  bill  for  the  pnrpoae. 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

JhauAmait  efCrimtt. 


Mr.  Batabd  thought  the  gentleman  ftom 
Pennsylvania  had  better  bring  this  subject  for- 
ward by  itself,  than  have  this  bill  recoounitted, 
OS  it  waa  no  way  connected  with  it. 

Mr,  SrruBBAVBB  consented. 

The  qnestion  was  now  on  the  pasdng  of  tha 
bill. 

Mr.  MoDowsLX  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsyi 
apon  it 

Mr.  Nionoj.aBroBe,he  said,  to  aakanexnlano- 
tioQ  of  the  principles  npon  which  this  (hU  ia 
fonnded.  He  confemed  it  waa  strongly  im- 
pressed upon  his  mind,  that  it  was  not  within 
the  powers  of  the  House  to  act  npon  this  eob- 
Ject  He  looked  in  vain  smongEt  the  enumerat- 
ed powers  given  to  Congress  in  the  constita- 
tion,  for  an  authority  to  pass  a  law  like  tha 
preeent ;  bnt  be  fonnd  what  he  considered  u 
an  express  prohibition  against  passing  it  Be 
fonnd  that,  in  order  to  qniet  tbe  alarms  of  the 
people  of  the  TJnited  Stales  with  reqtect  to  the 
silence  of  the  constitntion  as  to  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  not  being  perfectly  satjofied  tliat  tbs 
powers  not  vested  in  Congress  remained  wiih 
the  people,  that  one  of  the  flrst  acta  of  thij 
Government  was  to  propose  certain  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  to  put  this  matter  beyond 
doubt,  which  amendments- are  nowbecomea 
part  of  the  constitntion.  It  is  now  eipready 
declared  by  that  instrument,  "tliat  the  power* 
not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  «»■ 
atitntion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Statce, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  reepeotively,  or  to  iha 
people ;"  and,  also,  "  that  Congreas  shall  makt 
no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  q>eeoh,  or  of 
the  press." 

Mr.  N.  asked  whether  this  bill  did  not  go  to 
the  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  lA 
the  pressf  If  it  did  not,  he  wonld  be  giod  if 
ganuemeu  wonld  define  whereon  tbe  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press  consists. 

Mr.  K  wished  gentlemen,  before  they  nv«  a 
final  vot«  on  this  bill,  to  conmder  its  effects; 
and,  if  they  do  this,  he  thought  they  wonld  m»- 
sent  to  stop  here.  Be  desired  them  to  reject 
on  the  natnre  of  our  Government ;  that  oil  iU 
officers  are  elective,  and  that  the  people  hsT* 
up  other  means  of  exandning  their  oondaot  but 
by  means  of  the  press,  and  an  xmrestraiMd  in- 
vestigation through  them  of  the  condoot  of  tbs 
Government  Indeed,  the  heart  and  Ufe  of  1 
fi«e  Government,  ia  a  free  preas ;  take  away 
this,  and  yon  take  away  its  main  support  Toa 
might  as  well  say  to  the  people,  we,  your  Bep- 
resentatives,  are  faithful  servants,  yon  need  not 
look  into  our  oondnct ;  wa  will  keep  onr  Mala 
for  a  little  longer  time  than  that  fbr  which  yM 
have  pven  them  to  no.  To  restrict  the  pn«i 
would  bo  to  destroy  the  elective  priodple,  b] 


itsodatotal  demalof  the  rigbt  of  election,  but 
in  the  degree  of  nsurpatioiL 

Mr.  Ona  said,  the  protbasiona  of  attacbmeot 
to  the  constitntion,  made  by  the  g«itkman  from 
Yir^nia,  are  certainly  hooontUe  to  him;  and 
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he  nitld  not  b«^ST«  Uut  an  Bttachment  so 
duplj  engrafted,  •»  be  sMUe  his  to  be,  would 
be  EhtkeD  by  Uiia  bill.  The  gentleman  bod 
cu^ht  m  alarm  on  the  Snt  eu^estion  of  a 
H^iion  W,  which  had  not  jet  HuMded ;  and 
ftoa^  tite  present  biU  is  perfectiy  harmless, 
ud  conUuns  no  provinon  which  is  not  practised 
gpou  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States  in 
ibich  ^tlemen  had  been  edncat«d,  and  from 
idiich  the;  bod  draws  roost  of  their  ideas  of 
farispmdenoe,  jet  Hie  gentleman  continaee  to 
be  [limtisfled  with  it. 

Tbt  objections  of  the  gentleman  fhnn  Yir- 
^BM,  he  tielieved,  might  be  rednced  to  two 
inqoiries.  Id  the  first  place,  had  the  constitn- 
tioQ  ^TSD  Congress  cognizance  over  the  offences 
AiKTibed  in  this  bill  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
the  amendments  to  the  constitntion  ?  and,  if 
Congnm  had  that  cognizance  before  that  time, 
hire  those  amendments  taken  it  away  (  With 
K«y>ect  to  the  first  qnestion,  it  most  be  allowed 
till  ewrj  independent  Government  has  a  right 
to  preserve  and  defend  Itself  against  injuries 
udoDtrages  which  endanger  its  existence;  for, 
mlea  it  has  tbis  power,  it  is  nnworthj  the 
UDM  nf  a  free  Goremment,  and  mnst  either 
M  or  be  subordinate  U>  some  other  protecljon. 
Kov  aome  of  the  offences  delineated  in  this 
HI  ire  of  this  description.  Unlawfnl  conibi- 
udons  to  oppose  the  measures  of  Government, 
to  imimidate  its  officers,  and  to  excite  insnrrec- 
Umis,  are  acts  which  tend  directly  to  the  de- 
ttrndion  of  ttie  constitution,  and  there  could 
be  no  doabt  that  the  goardiaus  of  that  consti- 
tatioo  are  bound  to  provide  against  them.  And 
if  ^atlemen  would  a^ree  that  these  were  acta 
rf  inimiDal  nature,  it  follows  that  all  raean° 
calmlaied  to  produce  these  effects,  whether  b' 
tweaking,  writing,  or  printing,  were  also  orimi 
uiL  From  the  nature  of  things,  therefore,  the 
Ktlional  Govemmeut  is  invested  with  a  power 
to  protect  itself  against  outrages  of  tbis  kind, 
IT  it  most  be  indebted  to  and  dependent  on  as 
mdrTidna]  State  for  its  protection,  which  ii 
■hnml.  This  essential  riglit  resulting  from  the 
^t  c^  the  constitntion,  was  still  more  evident 
m  the  langnoee  of  that  instrument.  The  peopli 
of  the  individnal  States  brought  with  them  as 
1  binhri^t  into  this  country  tiie  common  law  o{ 
^■gland,  npon  whloh  all  of  them  have  founded 
their  statnta  law.  If  it  were  not  for  this  common 
lav,  many  crimes  which  are  committed  in  the 
toiled  States  woold  go  nnpnnished.  No  State ' 
taattedstatnteflfbr  thepanishment  ofallcrii  .. 
■'hich  may  be  committed ;  yet  in  every  State 
be  prteanwd  tbere  was  a  Superior  Oourt  which 
claimed  cognizance  of  all  offences  against  good 
iQonla,  and  which  restrained  misdemeanors  and 
<OT09ition  to  the  constitnted  anlhorities,  under 
W  aaactian  merely  of  the  common  law.  When 
fe  people  ot  the  United  States  convened  for 
tbc  purpoae  of  framing  a  federal  compact,  they 
nre  all  habituated  to  this  common  law,  to  its 
Uagea,  it«  maxima,  and  its  definitions.  It  had 
Iwo  mora  or  leas  expliutly  recogniied  in  the 
•wstitaticKi  ot  evw7  Stale,  snd  in  Uiat  of  Mary- 


land it  was  declared  to  be  the  law  of  the  land. 
If,  then,  we  find  in  an  instrument  digested  by 
who  were  all  familiarized  to  the  common 
law,  not  only  that  the  distribution  of  power, 
and  the  great  objects  to  be  provided  for  are 
~    igenial  to  that  law,  but  that  the  terms  and 


wise  be  quite  inexplicable,  or  at  best  of  a  very 
nnoertain  meaning,  it  will  be  natnral  to  conclude 
that,  in  forming  the  constitution,  they  kept  in 
view  the  model  of  the  common  law,  and  tnat  a 
safe  recourse  may  be  had  to  it  in  all  cases  that 
would  otherwise  be  doubtful.  Thus  we  shall 
find  tliat  one  great  end  of  this  compact,  as 
appears  in  the  preamble,  is  the  establishment  of 
justice,  and  for  this  purpose  a  Judicial  depart- 
ment is  erected,  whose  powers  are  declared  "  to 
extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arisiug 
under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  TJnitea 
States,"  dec.  Justice,  it  the  common  law  ideas 
of  it  are  r^ected,  is  susceptible  of  various  con- 
structions, but  agreeably  to  the  principles  of 
tbat  law,  it  affords  redress  for  every  injury,  and 
provides  a  punishment  for  every  crime  that 
threatens  to  disturb  the  lawful  operations  of 
Government  Again,  whatis  intended  by  "cases 
at  law  and  equity  arising  under  the  constitu- 
tion," as  distingaished  from  cases  "  arising 
under  the  lawa  of  the  United  States?"  What 
other  law  can  be  contemplated  but  common 
law;  what  sort  ofequity  but  that  legal  discretiAn 
which  has  been  exercised  in  England  from  time 
immemorial,  and  ia  to  be  learnt  from  the  boobs 
and  reports  of  that  country  t  If  it  be  answered 
that  these  words  comprise  civil  controvei'raes 
only,  though  no  reason  appears  for  this  distinc- 
tion, yet  what  ia  to  be  done  with  other  terms, 
with  trial,  Ju'7,  impeachment,  Ac.,  for  au  ex- 
planation of  aU  which,  the  common  law  alone 
can  fumi^  a  standard !  It  has  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  that  the  constitntion  has  specified 
the  only  crimes  that  are  cognizable  under  it; 
but  other  crimes  had  been  made  penal  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Government,  by  express 
■  -  ■---  'o  which  no  exception  had  been  taken. 
aple,  stealing  pnblic  records,  peijurj, 
obelructina  the  officers  of  Justice,  bribery  in  » 
Jud^  and  even  a  contract  to  (^ve  a  nribe, 
(which  last  was  a  restrmnt  upon  the  liberty  of 
writing  and  speaking,)  were  all  punishable,  and 
whyt  Not  because  they  are  described  in  the 
constitution,  but  because  they  are  crimes  against 
the  United  States — because  lawa  against  them 
are  necessary  to  carry  other  laws  into  effect ; 
because  they  tend  to  subvert  the  eooatitntion. 
The  same  reasons  applied  to  the  ofienoee  men- 
tioned in  the  bilL 

Mr.  Haook  Bud,  the  same  section  of  the  con- 
stitution which  forbids  any  interference  with 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  extends 
also  to  religious  establishments,  and  says,  "Con- 
gress ahall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establiab- 
ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exerdae 
thereof."  This  bill  ougtat  to  be  considered, 
therefore,  as  the  oommencement  of  a  system 


dbyGoO^Ie 


rR.] 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 

PiMUltmtM  qf  CrimiM. 


tJoiT,  ITflBL 


which  might  as  well  be  extended  to  the  eetab- 
liahraent  of  k  national  religion,  aa  to  a  "  reatrsint 
of  speech,  and  of  the  press,"  He  aoknowiedged 
the  bill  wa?  less  eioepUonable  than  when  it 
eame  ttaia  the  Senate ;  but  it  jet  contained  the 
principle  which  he  oonndered  as  Tiulatjng  the 
constitutioD. 

Mr.  JL  said,  he  had  attended  to  all  that  had 
b«en  aaid  in  snpport  of  this  bill ;  bat  ooald  find 
nothing  like  argameat  in  it.  When  the  words 
of  the  constitutjon  were  so  express,  it  seems 
impossible  the;  coald  be  understood  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massaohnsetts  had  represented 
them.  Several  aathorities,  Ur.  M.  said,  had 
been  read  to  show  that  this  bill  will  form  a 
oonstitntionsl  law.  He  believed,  however,  far 
more  might  be  adduced  to  show  the  reverse. 
He  believed  the  best  waj  of  coming     '  '' 


that  were  held  respecting  it  when  it  was  under 
discnaaion  in  the  difffrent  States. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  quote  the  opinions 
of  the  leading  members  in  several  of  the  State 
oonventioQS,  in  order  to  show,  from  the  opinions 
of  the  friends  of  the  constitution,  that  it  was 
never  nnderstood  that  prosecutions  for  libels 
could  take  place  nnder  the  General  Govern' 
ment ;  bnt  that  thej  must  be  carried  on  in  the 
State  courts,  as  the  constitution  gave  no  power 
to  Congress  to  pass  laws  on  this  subJecL  Not 
a  angle  member  in  007  of  the  conventions  gave 
an  opinion  to  the  oontrarv.  The  following  are 
the  words  of  Judge  Iredell,  of  North  Carolina, 
on  the  occadon.  Judge  Wilson,  of  this  State, 
and  several  othera,  were  eqnallj  strong-;  but 
we  have  them  not  at  hand,  and  if  we  had,  to 
give  extracts  from  the  whole  woold  oocnpj  too 
much  room.  In  the  Convention  of  North  Goto- 
Una,  in  replj  to  a  member  who  had  saSA  that 
the  General  Govermnent  might  make  it  treason 
to  write  against  the  most  arbitrary  proceedings, 
but  who,  it  appears,  afterwards  corrected  him- 
self, and  said  be  meant  only  misprision  of  trea- 
BOD,  and  only  that  it  might  be  done  within  the 
ten  miles  square,  where  tJiej  were  to  have 
exclusive  legislation,  Jndge  Iredell,  thns  epoke : 

"  When  li  the  power  given  them  to  do  thli  f  They 
(Congreu)  have  power  to  define  anci  pimiflh  piraciee 
and  feloDiei  coiimiitt«d  oa  the  bjgh  seas,  and  oSbncea 
BgalnM  the  lair  of  natioiu  ,■  bat  they  have  no  power 
to  define  oiijf  aOter  crime  utofcivr.  Thii  shorn  how 
apt  gentlemen  are  to  commit  mialakei.  The  powers 
of  the  Goveromont  aro  parti ctilurly  ejimueratad  and 
defined.  They  can  claim  no  othen  but  each  u  are 
to  ennmentod.  Id  my  opinion,  ibej  are  eichided 
ae  much  from  the  exerciie  of  any  other  anthori^,  as 
tbey  could  be  by  the  stroagert  negative  elatue  that 
eoiud  be  framed.' 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  M.  s^d,  might  call  this  a 
harmless  bill ;  but  however  harmless  it  may  be, 
it  te  abeghming  to  act  upon  fbrbidden  grotmd, 
and  no  one  can  say  to  what  extent  it  may  here- 
after be  carried.  He  thought  this  sul^eot  of 
the  liberty  of  the  press  was  sacred,  and  ought 
to  be  left  where  the  constitution  had  left  it 


and  when  Congress  legiaUtes,  it  ought  to  fi_  _ 
confidence  in  the  States,  as  the  Sta^  onght 
also  to  have  confidenco  in  Congress,  or  oar 
Government  is  gone.  This  Government  de- 
pends npon  the  State  Legialaturee  for  eiist«ace. 
They  have  only  to  refose  to  elect  Senators  to 
Congress,  and  all  is  gone.  Ha  believed  tb^re 
was  nowhere  any  complaint  of  a  want  of  proper 
laws  under  the  State  Governments ;  and  though 
there  may  not  be  remedies  found  for  evetj 
grievance  in  the  General  Government,  what  it 
wants  of  power  will  be  found  in  the  State  Gov- 
ernments, and  tiiere  can  be  no  doabt  bat  that 
power  will  be  duly  exercised  when  neoeadty 
calls  for  it. 


those  who  oppose  this  measure;  notwithffland- 
ing  thotkind  of  accommodating  principle  which 
has  been  set  up  and  reiterated,  uiat  the  powera 
of  this  constitution  extend  to  every  posable 
caae — a  principle  which  goes  to  the  deetrnctioa 
of  State  authorities,  and  makes  that  inBtrumt  at 
mean  any  thing  or  nothing — notwithstanding 
this,  he  should  agun  venture  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  House  while  he  endeavored  to 
show  that  this  bill  is  not  only  contrary  to  the 
spirit,  bnt  to  the  direct  letter  of  the  oMutito- 

The  Doostitntion  declaree  that  "  no  law  shall 
be  passed  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  apeech  or  of 
the  press."  Lot  na  inquire,  i^d  Mr.  L.,  what 
was  the  liberty  enjoyed  at  the  time  this  decla- 
ration was  agreed  to,  and  see  whether  citiiuM 
will  ei^oy  the  same  liberty  after  this  law  pasea 
that  they  then  enjoyed.  Will  gentlemen  say 
that  the  same  liberty  of  writing  and  speaking 
did  not  exist  then  that  now  exists?  If  they 
will  not  say  this,  must  they  not  allow  that  the 
constitution  is  positive  in  prohibiting  any  change 
in  this  reepeot )  Gentlemen  may  a^  tliis  liberty 
an  evil,  if  they  please ;  if  it  bo  an  evil,  (which 
he  was  for  from  believing,)  it  is  an  evil  perpe- 
trated by  the  ooustitntion. 

The  constitution  seems  to  have  oonteoqilated 
case*  which  might  arise  at  a  fntore  day.  It 
seems  to  have  foreseen  that  m^ritiea  (fu  b« 
it  from  him  to  believe  the  present  m^rity  i* 
of  the  number)  might  be  actuated  by  ditpom- 
tions  hostile  to  the  Government ;  that  it  might 
wish  to  pass  laws  to  supprega  the  (Htly  meana 
by  whioti  its  corrupt  views  might  be  made 
known  to  the  people,  and  therefore  says,  ■« 
law  shall  be  passed  to  abridge  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  of  the  press.  Thb  privil^  is  ooii- 
nected  with  anotlier  dear  and  valnahle  privilege 
— the  liberty  of  conscience )  What  is  liberty  of 
conscience  ?  Gentlemen  may  to-morrow  ertab- 
lish  a  national  reUgion  agreeably  to  the  opinim 
of  a  mf(jority  of  this  Honse,  on  the  ground  ai 
a  uniformity  of  worabip  being  more  coosisient 
with  FQhUc  happiness  than  a  divernty  of  wor- 
ship. The  doing  of  this  is  not  leaa  forbidden  than 
the  act  which  the  House  are  about  to  do.  Bot^ 
it  is  sud,  will  you  suffer  a  printer  to  ahiM  hia 
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Mow-dtdzenB  with  impanitT,  ascribing  bis  ood- 
dact  to  the  very  worst  of  motivea?  la  no 
mmishment  to  be  inflicted  on  such  s  person  t 
Tea.  There  ia  ft  remedy  for  oSences  of  tnia  kinil 
in  the  lavB  of  every  State  in  tlie  UnioD,  Every 
uisn'a  character  is  protected  by  taw,  and  every 
man  who  gball  publish  a  libel  on  any  part  of  the 
Government,  la  liabio  to  ponishmeiit.  Not,  said 
Ur,  L.,  by  laws  which  we  ooreolvee  ttave  mudo, 
but  b;  laws  passed  by  the  several  Statea.  And 
ignot  this  most  proper)  Suppose  a  libel  were 
nrilten  eg^nat  the  Pbesiiismt,  where  ia  it  most 
probable  that  anch  an  offence  would  receive  an 
mpartial  trial ?  luaconrt,  thejndgeaof  wbioh 
ire  aiiiKHnted  by  the  Pituirisirr,  by  a  jury  ee- 
iMtedby  an  offioer  holdiog  hia  office  at  the  will 
of  the  pBiaiDBHT  t  or  in  a  conrt  independent  of 
tor  iofiaenoe  whatever!  The  States  are  as 
mnch  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the 
General  Government  as  wa  ore.  We  do  wrong 
vbenwe  attempt  to  set  ap  interests  independent 
uf  the  Statea  They  are  all  dodrous  of  preserv- 
ing the  conatitation  aa  it  now  stands ;  and  it  is, 
tlierefor«^  mnch  more  probable  that  inatioe  will 
be  found  in  &  court  in  which  neitner  of  the 
partial  have  inflnenoe,  than  in  one  which  is 
*hoUj  in  the  power  of  the  Pssamssr. 

Tbe  btn  was  then  passed — yeas  44,  nays  41, 
HfoUowe: 


G.  Cbainpliu,  John  Chapman,  Junes  Cochrait,  Jo- 
drai  C<Ht,  Sunoel  W.  Ova,  Villiam  Edmood,  Tbo- 
Biai  Evuu,  Abiil  Foster,  Dwi^t  Forter,  Jouathao 
Fieanan,  Henry  Oleim,  Channcey  Goodrich,  WQliani 
Gorinn,Bog«rQri»wolit,  Willlaai  Bwry  Grore,  Robert 
Goodloe  Haipar,  Tlionia*  Hartley,  WflUam  ihcdman, 
Hockiab  L.  Hoaner,  Junei  H.  Imlaj,  John  Wilku 
Eltere,  Samael  Lymao.  Hai™on  G.  Otis,  Itaac  Pu- 
kcT,  Jtjui  Read,  John  Ratledge,  jdn.,  Jamea  Scbnre- 
■aao,  Samtiel  Sewall,  WiUiam  Shepard,  Thomai  Sin- 
akknn,  Sunwl  Sitgreavei,  NaCbknlel  Smith,  Peleg 
Spngne,  Qeoige  Thatcher,  Bicbord  Thomaa,  Mark 
Tboapna,  Tbooua  TOlit^Ma^  John  E,  Tan  AHen, 
and  Pdeg  Wadawortb. 

Sat*. — Abialum  BaldwiD,  David  Bard,  Lemnal 
Bnico,  Tbomaa  BlonnI,  RidhBrd  Brent,  Stephen 
Bdkck,  DmupMy  BnigiM,  Tbomu  Clubame,  Wil- 
Eun  Chvka  Cde  Claibonie,  John  Cloptoo,  John 
DawsDo,  GeoT^  Deot,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Oallatin, 
Janwt  GiUeqne,  Andrew  Gregs,  Jolm  A.  Haona, 
Carta  B.  Haniaon,  JoiatbaaS.  Havana,  Joaeph 
Hiiner,  Da^d  Holme^  Walter  Jones,  Edward  liv- 
iDpoi,  Ualtbaw  Locks,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nadioniel 
UaoDD,  William  Hatifaewi,  Blur  HcClmaehaD,  Jo- 
tfb  IfcDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas  Saao- 
Dtl  Snutb,  William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jnn., 
Kicbaid  Stanfind,  Thomaa  Santtv,  John  l^igg,  FUHp 
Tm  Cortlandt,  Joaaph  B.  Vannim,  Atiraham  Venable, 
and  Bobert  WUlianu. 

Fbidat,  Jnly  18, 

Capture  ^  Frtndi  armed  ttiteb, 

Tbe  Eonae  went  Into  a  Committee  of  the 

Vbole  oit  the  bill  for  encouraging  die  oaptnre 

of  French  anned  vessels  by  armed  vessels  be- 

loDgiog  to  dticena  of  tbe  United  8ta(«a;  whi<Ji 


[H.  w  R. 

w  amed  to  without  debate  or  am«aadment, 
aod  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.    It  , 
waa  aceordin^y  immediately  read  a  third  time ; 

Hr.  UoI)owELL  said,  he  hoped  this  bill  would 
not  pass.  Consrees  hod  already  passed  laws 
anthoriziiu;  pnblio  and  private  armed  vessels  to 
attack  and  take  French  vessels;  hot  they  ore 
now  called  upon  to  give  a  bonnty  npon  the 
gans  that  are  brought  in,  according  to  their 
size.  He  was  not  willing  to  allow  this.  It 
wonld  open  a  door  to  innnmerablo  fmnds.  Plana 
would  be  laid  between  the  owners  of  privateers 
here  and  their  friends  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
vessels  and  arms  would  be  thrown  in  their  way 
for  the  purpose  of  oaptora,  and  in  this  maimer 
our  Treasury  wonld  be  drained  to  an  extent 
which  no  man  could  at  present  foresee.  He 
could  see  no  nse  in  the  provision,  as  it  wonld 
not  induce  merchant  vessels  to  go  In  search  <^ 
French  vessels ;  and,  withoat  some  nnfair  play, 
it  wonld  never  be  worth  the  while  of  persona 
fitUng  ont  privateers  for  the  purpose.  He  called 
the  yeas  and  nays  npon  it^  They  were  taken 
accordingly,  and  were,  yeas  &4,  nays  86,  as  fol- 


Jodina  Coit.  -WiUiam  Ci»Ik,  Samnel  W.  Dana.  Wil- 
liam Edmond,  Abiel  Foater,  Dwi^t  Foster,  Henry 
Glenn,  Chaoncey  Goodrich,  WiUiam  Gonlon.  Roger 
Griawold,  iiobeit  Goodloe  Hatper,  Thomu  Hutley, 
William  Hindmao,  Heieklah  L.  Hoamer,  Jamea  H. 
Imlay,  John  Wilkea  Klttara,  Samuel  Lyman,  Harri- 
Bon  Q.  Otia,  laaac  Parker,  John  Rend,  John  Rutledge, 
jaa,,  Jamaa  Scbureman,  Samuel  Sewallr  Thomaa 
Sinnickaafii,  Samuel  Sitgreavei,  }Iathanial  Smith, 
Oeorge  Thatcher,  Mail  Thompson,  and  Joha  EL  Van 

Katb.— David  Bard,  Thomaa  Bknmt,  Kchard 
Brent,  Dempaey  Bnrgw,  Thomaa  Clalbcatie,  Wiliism 
Cbarlei  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clapton,  John  Dawaon, 
Geoiva  Dent,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamea  Gilleipie,  Wil~ 
liam  Barry  Grove,  Carter  B.  Uuriaon,  Jonathan  N. 
Haveoa,  Joaeph  Heiiter,  David  Holmea,  Walter  Jooaa^ 
Edward  Livingtton,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Blair  McClenacbali,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, Anthocj  New,  John  Nioholaa,  SunTiel  Smith, 
WiUiam  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford 
Thomaa  Siuntar,  Thomaa  TJIlirgbniti  John  Trig^ 
Philip  Tan  Cortlandt,  Joaeph  B.  Vanoni,  Abraham 
Venable,  and  Robert  Willianu. 

And  so  the  said  bill  waa  r^eoted. 

Satusdat,  Jnly  14. 
Thehonr  having  arrived,  at  which  the  oall  of 
the  House  waa  to  be  mode,  the  names  of  the 
members  were  called  over,  eighty-two  membera 
0nclading  the  Speaker)  appwred  in  their  seats, 
twenty'three  absent,  twenty  of  whom  have 
leave,  one  ^ok,  and  two  for  whom  ezcnses  were 
mode,  and  received  by  the  Honse, 

Gipturf  qf  Frm/ih  tetteh. 
Ur.  BrroBiAvia,  oalled  np  for  deoioon  the 
reeolntion  he  Itdd  on  the  table  yesterday,  viz: 
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Jiaolttd,  Tbkt  •  eomniittee  b«  appointed  to  piA- 
par*  and  bring  tu  m  bill  for  ^ring  ■  bonnn  oa  the 
captun  of  Frenfh  umed  abiiia  or  Tesseli,  )qr  armed 
diips  or  veuela  owned  by  ■  oitlnn  or  eitizeni  of  tho 
Cuitod  StaMi. 

The  quostioD  on  the  resolotion,  was  tlien  put 
and  negatived — jeas  40,  ntija  41. 

And  BO  the  motion  was  reacted. 

MOBDAT,  Jvlf  16. 
Int«reourte  with  France. 

Another  bill  vaa  received  from  the  Benatfi, 
to  amend  the  act  for  snapeDding  the  commer- 
dal  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
France  and  her  dependencies. 

Hr.  Nicholas  moved  to  postpone  this  bill 
till  next  eesaion. 

Hi.  Harpxb  hoped  not  Tbb  bill,  he  aaid, 
was  very  different  from  the  oi»  which  had  been 
negatived.  That  proposed  to  dispense  with 
soretics  aUogetber;  this  onlj  to  lower  the 
stnonnt  of  the  bond.  Instead  of  the  owner 
giving  secnritf  in  a  anm  eqnal  to  the  amount  of 
ves^l  and  cargo,  and  finding  two  snreties  in 
half  the  sum,  tLia  bill  proposes  that  the  owner 
and  master  ahall  be  bound  in  a  sum  eqnal  to  the 
amount  of  the  valne  of  the  vessel,  and  a  snrety 
in  from  one  to  ten  thonsand  dollars.  To  exact 
a  bond  eqnal  to  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo  in  every  case,  would  be  very  iaoonvenient. 
They  are  sometimes  very  valuable.  There  Is 
now,  he  said,  a  vessel  in  this  port  ready  to  sail, 
whose  cargo  is  worth  1300,000.  To  exact  from 


wner  a  bond  to  the  fall  amonnt,  and  tvo 
ies  in  half  the  sum,  would  be  requiring  a 
very  heavy  security  from  them.  It  wonld  be 
sufficient,  he  thooght,  to  reqntre  a  bond  egoal 
to  the  profit  whidi  it  is  probable  would  be  de- 
rived from  any  voyage. 

Mr,  S.  Smith  said,  this  biH  was  certainly  very 
different  from  that  which  had  been  r^ccted  by 
this  House,  though  it  did  not  meet  with  his  ap- 
probation at  present.  It  was  capable,  however, 
of  amendment.  The  secnritj  at  pre!>«nt  pro- 
posed was  not  worthr  of  the  name.  Uad  he  a 
ship  ready  to  sail  sncn  as  the  gentleman  last  op 
had  named,  he  wonld  wilUngly  forfeit  the  sum 
proposed,  to  have  the  privil^^  of  sending  her 
to  a  French  market.  The  difference  in  price 
between  a  French  and  a  Hamburg  market 
wonld  make  it  well  worth  his  while  to  do  so. 
In  many  casea,  sach  a  voyage  wonld  afford  50 
per  cent  A  regolation  something  like  the  pre- 
sent conld  only  secnre  the  fair  trader ;  but  the 
surety  must  be  a  much  Luger  snm  than  $  1 0,000. 

The  oommittee  rose,  however,  and  Mr.  Sioth 
renewed  his  amendment  in  the  House,  when  it 
was  agreed  to,  after  some  objections  to  it  from 
Mr.  Batabd— 86  to  28.  The  biU  was  then 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  received  its 
third  reading,  and  passed. 

The  Ilouse  having  received  all  the  bills  from 
the  PnismBKT,  and  the  business  of  the  two 
Honsee  being  ficiahed,  the  Spbaebr  a(yoiirDcd 
the  House  till  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 
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FIFTH  CONGRESS.-THIIU)  SESSION. 


BKOaN   AT  THE  CITT  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBEB  8,   1798. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


IftncDAT,  Deoember  8, 1798. 
11>e  third  MHdon  of  the  fifth  OongrsM  oom- 
moiced  this  daj,  oonformahlj  to  the  proricrion 
tt  Ihe  constitiitioii,  and  the  Senate  ueembled 
■t  the  d^  cf  FfaUadelphU,  In  their  Ohamber. 


JoKs  LuraDOB  snd  SucCxl  Lin 
Ser  Hampshire, 

Tbioikibz  Fobtsb  and  Bat  GBXtm,  from 
Sliode  Island. 

TiLLUM  BnrasAX,  from  Pemujlvania. 

HuMPHBXT  MtgmiJT.T.j  from  Kentdokf . 

Jacob  Bkad,  from  Bonth  OaTolinb 

Jum  Qmnr,  fivm  OsOTgio. 

Daxkl  BiinB,  appcnnted  a  Senator  bj  the 
ExeentiTe  dt  tiie  StAt«  of  Tenneseae,  in  the 
noem  at  that  L^datnre,  in  place  of  Andrew 
hAteo,  rerigned,  took  his  «eat  in  the  Benat«. 

The  membeis  present  not  bring  snffldent  to 
Ann  a  qnomtn,  Um  Senate  adorned  to  II 
tf dock  tomorTOW  morning. 

TmsDAT,  Deoember  4. 

HmTLATTim,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
Btended. 

TbA  memben  present  not  being  soffident  to 
famftqnoram,  o^Jonnwd. 

TnomDAT,  Decembers. 

BkMAMiK  GooDHDX,  fruK  the  State  of  Uano- 
(luiHtta;  SiMiB  Paibk,  and  Natbabiei.  Ohip- 
■Us.from  the  State  of  Yeimont;  Jobs  Lau- 
*uoK,  &«nn  the  State  of  New  Tork;  and 
^Omar  Bumdwosth.  from  the  State  of 
ToTth  Cardino,  sererallj  attended. 

Xo  gnorom  being  present,  the  Senate  ad- 


prooeeded  to  the  election  of  a  Prerfdent  pn 
Un^ore,  as  the  DonsCttntion  providea,  and  Jobv 
IiADitutai  was  chosen. 

The  oredentialfl  of  Dasikl  Sinro,  appointed 
Senator  bj  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nesMc,  in  place  of  Andrew  Jackson,  redgued, 
were  read,  and  the  oath  was,  b  j  the  Pbbbidbht, 
admiiuBtcred  to  him,  as  the  law  provides. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretly  wait  oa  the 
Fb^odkut  o>  ihi  Unhid  States,  and  aoqnaint 
him  that  a  qnomm  of  the  Senate  is  assembied, 
and  that,  In  the  abaenoe  of  the  Viob  PsKsmurr, 
the;  have  elected  Jomr  Lahbasoz,  Freudent  of 
the  Senate  pro  tenmore. 

Ordered  That  the  Seoretar;  aognaint  tho 
Honse  of  Bepreeentative^  tliat  a  qnomm  of  the 
Senatfl  la  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  ta 
bosinesB,  and  that,  In  the  absence  of  the  Yioi 
PassiDKNT,  thej  bave  elected  John  Lai;san<^ 
Preeident of  the Senatopro  tempore. 

A  meessge  fi«mthe  minseof  Beia«sentativQB 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  qoomm  of  lheEoDS» 
is  BBsembled.  and  that  they  have  appointed  & 
Joint  committee  on  their  part,  together  with 
ench  committee  as  the  Senate  maj  appoint  on. 
thdre,  to  wwt  on  the  PssaiDXin:  of  the  IJhite» 
Staixs  and  notify  him  that  a  qnomm  of  the 
two  Eonses  ii  assembled,  and  readj  to  T»- 
ceive  any  commnincationa  that  he  m^  bd 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  Seoate  took  into  consideration  H 


Jio  QDonnn  I 
JoctoDed. 

Tbdbsdat,  Deeember  (. 

AicBAKD  Stoobtob'.  from  the  State  of  New 

/c—Hj,  and  JoBEPB  AmiBBsoif  from  the  Stat« 

^_    Tenoesaee,  severally  attended. 

"^Khe  Viox  Fbehdeict  being  aba 

Voi.n._ai 


T  being  absent,  the  Senate 


sage  from  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentatlves,  and 

Setohed,  That  they  do  ooncni  therein,  and 
that  Messrs.  Rbau  and  Paini  be  of  the  jc^nt 
committee  on  the  port  of  the  Senate. 

The  retnm  of  service  on  the  summons  to 
William  Bloont,  made  by  the  Bei^eont-at-arms^ 
pnrsnont  to  the  resolntion  of  the  Senate  t^  the 
first  of  Handi  last,  was  read. 

Mr.  Head  reported,  from  the  Joint  committee 
app<^ted  for  that  pnrpo8e,thatkthey  had  waited 
on  the  Pbbbident  or  the  Ukttbd  Statk,  and 
had  Dotafiedbim  that  a  qnoram  of  the  two  Hooaes 
of  Congress  were  assembled,  and  tiie  Fsxei- 
Dsirt  or  THE  UtriTED  BtATBa  aoqoainted  the 
committee  that  he  would  meet  the  two  Hoosea 


dbyGoO^Ie 


ABBIBOUENT  07  THE 


on  Sstnrd^  next  at  IS  o'clock,  in  the  Ohamber 
of  Hid  Hoiue  of  RepresentatdTes. 

8ATDfaDA.T,  December  8. 

Jaus  Robs,  from  the  State  of  Fosn^lva^ 
atUnded. 

A  mesBage  from  the  Hooae  of  Bepreaentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  are  now  ready  to 
meet  the  Senate,  in  the  Ohamber  of  that  Hooae, 
to  reoeive  Bach  oommooicatitma  as  the  Prbbi- 
SKIT  or  THB  UtrrrKD  BuTse  shall  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them.    Vherenpcm, 

The  Senate  repiUred  to  the  Ohamber  of  the 
Home  of  Bepreeentatlvee,  for  the  porpose  above 


ezmesMd. 
TbeSenat 


e  Senate  then  retnnied  to  their  own  Oham- 
ber, utd  aoop7  of  the  Speech  of  the  PBiaiDERT 
01  TBB  Uritxd  BrATas,  this  day  addrened  to 
bothHoDaeeofOongreea,  was  read.  [For  which 
■ee  prooeedings  In  the  Eoose  of  Bapreaenta- 
tiTee-f 

Orderad,  That  If  easrs.  Siooxnor,  BxXd,  and 
Koa&  be  a  oommittee  to  report  the  draft  of 
an  Address  to  the  FsiaisnT  <»  thk  UHrno 
SiATM,  in  answer  to  Iiis  Speech  this  day  to 
both  HoDsea  d  Oongreea,  and  that  tiie  Speech 
be  ininted  &r  the  tue  of  the  Senate. 

Monday,  December  10. 
Ubuh  Tragi,  tioia  the  State  of  Oonneotiont, 
attended. 


TussDAT,  December  11. 

Jaus  Watson,  ^pointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Lc^datnre  of  the  State  of  Hew  York,  in  place 
of  John  8.  Eobart,  redgned,  orodnced  his  cre- 
dentials, which  were  re»d,  and  the  oath  was,  by 
the  pBuiDEiiT,  administered  to  him,  as  the  law 
provides. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  consideration  of  the 

Sort  of  the  committee  on  the  draft  of  an 
drees  in  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  Fbesi- 
sssT  0*  TBB  Ukitki)  Statu  to  Iwth  BonsM  of 
Oongreas,  at  the  opeoiag  of  the  sesaon;  which, 
being  r^d  in  paragraphs  and  amended,  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 


is  PimideiMe,  and  fiv  ^ 


Sympathy  tar  tlie  •n&rluga  of  obi  fWow-mtimiii 
ftom  di«M««ri»d  the  importartialwrert*  of  the  Union, 
demsod  of  the  Natimil  LigidatHM  a  ready  co-open- 
ttim  with  the  Stata  Qomiuneiiti,  in  the  nn  of  miAi 
mMMH  team  ^e>t  nlcnlatad  tofcereat  tfka  mtnm 
of  thii  fatal  calami^. 

Althoo^  we  havB  tinoerely  wiihcd  dtat  an  a^iut~ 
meat  of  our  dlfifaiencea  with  the  lepnblio  of  Franca 
m^t  be  eAeled  on  mA  and  honorable  ttami,  yet 
the  inbrmalion  yo«  hara  Ana  n*  of  the  nltiinate 
IkUera  of  the  nagotiBticau  haa  not  Brapriaed  na.  In 
the  genend  wmdnot  of  that  B^ohlie,  we  hare  uen 
n  daaign  of  v^renal  InflDBDOa,  inftimfitiMit  wl& 


iu-govenunfln%  and  deatractive  of  (h*  indepo)- 
>  of  other  Statea  In  ita  ooDdaat  loiniTdi  OeM 
United  States  we  have  aeeo  a  plan  of  bortiU^  put. 
•ned  with  miTeiiillted  oonataniT^ — eqniDy  dine^rd- 
Ing  the  DbUndona  of  tnatie%  and  tta  ri^ta  ot  ia- 
diTidiiali.  We  have  nao  two  embaidea  bnatA  Rt 
the  pnipoee  of  mnteal  erplanatioDi,  and  clotlwd  wHk 
the  moft  exteutra  and  libeial  pomn,  ^mhad 
withont  recognition  and  eren  witbont  a  hearing.  The 
goramment  of  France  hai  not  only  rafoHd  to  rejiMl 
bnt  haa  lecentlj  eqjolned  the  obaerranc*  of  iti  fannH 
edict,  leipectlng  maichuidin  of  Briddi  bbrte  at 


iwM  eomnwrce,  and  iha^cliitiaa 
of  the  profwttar  of  our  oitissiu,  hare  again  noeind 
a  ptiblio  Mnetioii.  Tbeae  &cta  indioala  do  eluug 
of  lyilem  or  dinodtioD — Aey  apeak  a  note  bteS- 
pUe  lugnage  than  prnftaiiopi  of  aoKcibida  Iobt^ 
a  rnpton,  howeier  ardently  niad&  But  if;  iftw  A* 
repeated  ^oofa  we  have  given  of  a  nnocn  deni*  im 
peaoe,  then  profeidona  ebonld  ha  aeoompaiued  \a 
inannatioai^  impUcatiog  the  Inbgriqr  widi  wbkb  tt 
hai  been  punned — if)  negleoting  and  paadng  \fj  Aa 
oonatitDtlanal  and  anthcrized  aeenti  of  the  G<na>- 
ment,  ther  are  nwde  duoegfa  me  medium  of  indi. 
vidnali  wiQwot  pablie  ehaneter  or  asthinty;  ui, 
atxive  all,  if  th^  cany  with  them  a  claim  M  pre- 
•eribe  the  political  qoaldcatioii*  of  tba  lOnirtar  of  Oa 
United  Statei  to  be  eni{joyed  hi  the  negoti|dirai,  Aay 


onghtto  be  r^nrded  ai  deaignad  to  eefiuale  the  po> 
pie  &om  their  Govermiient,  and  to  bring  abnil  t{j 
Litrigne  that  which  open  ^>n»  could  not  efltot. 


fence  adopted  dnitDK  the  laat  taadon  of  GoogMM,  As 
happj  lenlt  of  wh^  I*  ao  atroe^  aod  ontnltj 
miued.    If  the  Ibrce  t^  tea  and  land  wfaiA  n 


will  effeotiudly  Cl 


and  Ibna  d 


A  iteady  adbereoce  to  thii  wise  and  manlj  polii? 
-a  poper  direction  of  the  noble  qdrit  of  patrKAB 
..'bicb  baa  ansen  In  our  ooantry,  and  irtiich  ooglit  ta 
be  dieiidied  and  byigoratcd  by  erery  branch  rf  4» 
DMDt,  will  aeonie  our  liberty  and  indepeDteM 
all  tf)an  and  leoret  attacka 


llw  pnblio  good,aa« 
■hall  beatow  diat  ooDBderatiao  on  tin  aerenl  olfeeB 
pcnnted  out  in  your  ootBiniinleation,  iriiieh  duy  la- 
■pectively  merit 

Tour  long  and  important  •arvicee — yoer  tiM* 
and  Brmneas,  w  dten  dlqitayed  in  the  moM  ttft 
tlmaa  «i^  moat  critical  dteationa — affivd  a  m* 
pledge  of  a  lealoni  oo-oj»adon  in  «my  uiMiiiB 
'    ~Me  and  reject 

JOHN  LAU&ANC^ 


Oritni,  That  the  oommittee  who  prepartd 
the  Addreaa,  wait  on  the  Pbmibbnt  or  rB 
Unitkd  Statkb,  and  desire  him  to  aoqnant 
the  Senate  at  what  time  and  place  it  will  b* 
most  oonveniemt  for  him  that  it  ahonld  be  prf 

Ur.  Btooktok  repnted,  from  the  ooimnitti^ 
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Jwwar,  17W.] 


|^fHA«k 


tbtt  they  faftd  wiUted  on  the 
CsRBD  Br^in,  ind  dut  he  wonld  reMiva  the 
AddicH  ot  the  Suute  to-morrow,  at  IS  o'clock, 
■thia  own  honse.    Wberenpoti. 
AaMlMd,  That  the  Benite  will,  to-morrow  at 

U  o'clock,  wait  on  the  "" 

Ubrkd  Suna  BOMsdiii^f. 

"WiinnaDAT,  Deoanber  19. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 

8aM»  waited  on  the  PitniDKKT  i 

SiATH,  and  the  Fbbidxst  of  the  Senate,  in 

Adr  name,  preaented  the  Addreaa  then  agreed 

ML 

To  which   the   PmandcsT  <»  tbk  UnrsD 
Suni  made  the  following  reply: 
n  At  «wM  y  lb  (MM  Aato.- 

Q^nuQKMi  IlLanfc  jonbrfliliAddnM.tomi- 
feranfate  ta  tite  ^titt  ef  oar  ewwtUntieB,  and  the 
MbABdMd  duNMOtMr  tt  ttb  Sanala  ef  the  United 
Statai,  fir  wiidMn,  hoBor,  and  Tfatae. 

I  haT«  nca  no  real  mUmt»  of  any  diange  of  ^»- 
iMa  or  Jyidlion  la  ^  f><neh  Bepnblia  towaida 
dHQpitgd  StateiL    AWwi(^  the    -^  "        '  ■   ' 


MKS  «f  indiTiilnali  attolliw  to  Inlerftn  b  pnUlo 
rfUn^  between  Franoe  sod  the  United  State*,  wfae- 

iatnded  to  inmae  i^iai  the  paopla,  and  nparate 
ttam  fton  thtfr  QannaBrnt,  oaglit  not  to  be  in- 
^■Eied  lata  and  ocneoted. 

I  Atnk  yea,  nptlsnao,  br  your  aaaannoai  that 
yon  wSR  beitow  that  aooMgnttoQ  on  the  nveial  ob- 
Jeeti  petntad  ai±  m  my  oommnnieatlon,  vUch  they 

U I  hare  paMldpnted  in  that  undentandlng,  Ai- 
e^tr,  iDd  MDitaiier,  iddoh  fam«  been  diipl^ed  bj 
a^  ftllow-<iHnu  ud  ueuulijaen,  In  Ae  mort  tiy- 
Ij^  tineeL  and  oittoal  aitnUiaa*,  and  lUCUed  my 
dalie*  t»  wen,  I  an  ha||iy.  The  taMimooy  ef  the 
Seaale  of  the  United  States  in  my  trnnr,  Ii  a  btri!i 
Bad  banaiaUa  lavatd,  which  lao^Tai^  ai  it  niei&i 
■17  patefol  B^nowbdgmenti,  My  aaaloiu  oo-opem- 
Mn  in  maanree  newaiaij  to  eeoara  ni  jutioa  end 
laiiiikaation  m»  be  alw»a  dnendad  on. 

JOHN  ADAUS. 

Iket^w  12, 1796. 

Tbe  Senate  retomed  to  their  awn  Chamber, 
i  to  the  oonsf  deratioii  of  Ezecn- 


FKIDI.T,  December  14. 
Joas  E.  SowAXD,  from  the  State  of  Uiry- 


KontAT,  December  11. 
Auxunm  ICwm  from  the  State  of  North 
dK^cdfaia,  and  Jakbb  Htuaomx,  from  the  Ekate 
r/  Conneoticat,  aeferally  attended. 

TxDonsDi.T,  December  10. 
TuMKLa  Dayxstobt,  appointed  a  Senator 
bf  theEzeentire  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 


in  the  recces  <tf  the  Le^statare,  in  llie  plaoe  of 
John  Bntherford,  reogned,  prodooed  hit  or^ 
dentials;  which  were  read,  and,  the  oath  at 
office  being  adminiatered  to  him  aa  the  law 
providee,  he  took  hie  seat  in  the  Benate. 

WKOBxanAT,  Deoemher36. 


Teubsdat,  Deconber  37. 

Thoiub  JBnxBSov,  "Viae   Preiddent  of  Uia 

United  States  and  Prendent  of  the  Senate,  aU 

tended. 

HcnDAT,  Deoemher  81. 
The  YioK  pBssmznr  laid  before  the  Senate  t 
letter  from  JoBiT  Htnms,  notUying  hia  rcaigni^ 
tion  of  his  seat  In  the  Senate. 

llbasAT,  Jannary  T,  1790. 
JoRK  Bbowx,  from  the  State  of  Kantnoky, 
and  Thiodobe  Bkdowioz,  from  the  State  Of 
MuBaohosetta,  sereraUy  attended. 

TraanAT,  Janaaiy  8. 
BnrHKin  T.  Mi«nr,  from  the  State  of  YIp- 
ginia,  attended.   ' 

'MoEDi.T,  January  31. 
BOBT  TuMwnlifrom  the  Statoof  Vligbd^ 


TmtBaDA.T,  January  94. 

The  Senate  being  inlbrmed  that  Hnsfz  Tm- 
wzLU  one  of  the  memhen  from  Oio  State  ot 
Yirgtoia,  ^ed  thie  momioK, 

Eetoleed,  That  a  committee  be  q>pointed  to 
take  order  for  anpeilntending  the  foneral  of  tha 
B^d  Eenbt  Tuivxll,  Esq^  and  that  tlte  Sea- 
ate  win  attend  the  same,  and  that  notice  of  the 
event  be  ^ren  to  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentativei, 
and  that  uia  committee  eonslat  of  Ibava,  lU- 
w>^  ^owx,  and  HfnantitJi 

Sttehcd,  wuMMMMU^,  That  the  memhere 
_'  the  Senate,  from  a  rinoere  derire  ot  ebowins 
every  mark  of  respect  dne  to  the  memory  d: 
Hkbbt  Tuxwkll,  deceased,  late  a  member 
thereof  will  go  into  mooniing  for  him  one 
month,  by  the  nanal  mode  of  wearing  a  on^e 
ronnd  the  left  arm. 

SetoloecL  That  the  Premdent  of  the  Senate 
notify  the  EieontiTe  of  Virginia  of  the  deatlt  of 
Emraz  Taowhx,  late  Senabw  of  tiiat  State  for 
the  Doited  Statca. 

rKDAT,  Jaunary  9S, 

The  Tiox  PaxetDnrr  oammnnioated  the  or^ 

deadala  of  WiLLUic  UiuWaua,  elected  a  Sen- 
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UoT  for  the  State  of  Delavare,  in  the  place  of 
joahoa  OUfton,  decoMed. 

WzDiraeuAY,  Janntrj  80. 
JoeiAH  TtmcAiL,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 


UonuT,  Fel>niai7  4. 

Wiuiui  Enx  Wblls,  omointed  a  Benator  by 

ttie  XM^islatare  of  the  Btat«  of  Delaware^  In 

Elaoe  of  Joebna  Olaytim,  deceased,  attended ;  and 
ia  credentiale  being  read,  and  the  oath  required 
t^  law  adminiatered  to  him,  he  took  hia  aeat 
in  the  Senate. 


WiomsnAT,  Febrnary  6. 
Hie  Itill  sent  tram  the  Honae  of  Bepraaentft- 
dvee,  entitled  "  An  act  Anther  to  anapend  the 
oommeroial  intorooorse  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  the  dependenoiea  there- 
of and  for  other  pnipoeea,"  was  read  a  third 
time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  following  prorlao  to 
the  fborth  aection : 

<*  PmUn^  TbM  a  notice  of  not  1«H  tfaaa 
~  >n  of  diB  apeniiig  commoiDs  Tith  tba  Fnnoh  Se- 
ibBo,  or  tmj  port  or  place  midar  the  Qorsnimait 

~ of  thi*  ae^  and  af  not  leM  than 

rooation  of  any  otdet  iMned  by 
r,  by  Ttitos  of  this  Bc^  ahaU  ba  pven  ;* 
la  determined  in  the  negative— yeaa  81, 
n^alS,  aa  follows; 

Tua.— Hmvi.  Andenoa,  BiMdwiatii,  Brown, 
Cbipmap,  Gmui,  Lai^don,  UTennoro,  IJcyd,  Har- 
ihall,  IbrtiD,  Haaon,  Read,  and  TkttialL 

Nan.— Heaoa.  Bingham,  DBTamtDit,  Foiter,  Oood- 
hoe,  QieMW,  HillhoDie,  I^timar,  Paine,  BoM,  Sedg- 
irtok,  Steoktwi,  Traoy,  Watam,  and  WaDa. 


jnDDO,  or  any  pon  or  puce  onaar  im 
Amat  Iiy  aothcnil^  of  tUa  ae^  and  d 
dili^  daya  of  the  lerooatten  of  any  ot 
dM  FasHDBiT,  by  Ttitoa  or  thla  Bc^  ah 


"Fromiied,  That  notioo  diall  be  ^tcu,  of  not  laaa 
than  thirty  daya,  of  the  ravocatioD  a  any  order  iaan- 
cd  by  tha  PBaaiDEHT,  hy  virtue  c^  thia  act ; " 

It  waa  determined  in  the  affimutire— jeaa 
16,  naya  10,  as  followa :      ' 

Tuj. — Heavi.  Bii^bam,  Chipnan,  DaTecpor^ 
Foatar,  Qeodfana,  Qnm,  HiPbiWHa.  Howard,  Latl- 
met,  JUramMm,  Uoyd,  Hafihall,  Falne,  Sadgwick, 
Stockton,  Tracy,  Watarai,  and  Weill. 

Nara.— Meaaia  Andenao,  Bloodworth,  Bicwn, 
Lai^don,  HartiB,  Haaon,  Bead,  BM^  and  TattnaD. 

And  on  the  qneation  t«  agree  to  the  motion 
thoB  amended,  it  waa  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

And  having  agreed  to  aeveral  Bmendmentato 
the  bill,  the  qneeticoi  on  the  final  paaaage  there- 
of;  aa  amended,  it  waa  determined  in  the  af- 
flrmstive — ^yeaa  18,  n^ya  10,  aa  fbllows: 

Yaaa. — Uaaan.  T*'"g'*""'\  Chipnan,  DaTanpcai, 
Foatar,  Goodhue,  Greene,  HUIhoiiM,  Howard,  Lati- 
mer, IJTeiiuute,  Lloyd,  Paina^  Boai,  Sedgwiok,  Traoy, 
Wataon,  and  Weill, 


SaruHOAT,  Febrnary  9. 

The  Senate  renmied  the  aeoond  readiDg  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  ac^  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  landa  <tf  the  Dieted 
Statea  in  the  territory  norlh-weet  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  above  the  month  of  £entncky  Siver." 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  6th  section  of 
the  bill  as  follovrs : 

"Sicb.  And  btil/krtJkermaeled,  That  iliani*- 
nding  within  the  United  State*  or  elaeirhen,  iliall  ba 
capable  of  pareliadng  and  halding  Iiodi  ic  the  tv- . 
ritaiy  of  the  United  Statea  nortE-wvat  of  the  lirw 
Obkk  aod  their  hnn  may  ancceed  to  them  at  mta- 
Wp,  in  the  same  maonaraiif  they  were  dtiue*;  tai 
fliey  may  graa^  aell,  and  devlje  the  laine  to  whim 
they  may  pleaa^  whether  dtusni  or  mlioii ;  and  that 
»eitber  ihay,  their  beiii,  or  aingna,  ihall,  n  &r  h 
mtv  req>«ct  the  aud  Uiidi,  ud  the  legal  r«na£M 
Incident  thereto,  be  regarded  ai  alietu." 

It  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
18,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Tua.— HeMn.  Chipman,  Foster,  Qoodhn^  GnMia, 
SlUumaa,  Howard,  Martin,  B^d,  Sedgirifik,  Stock- 
ton, Tracy,  Wataon,  and  Weill. 

Nats. — Henn.  Andarum,  Bin^tam,  BloodmMb, 

Bos,  and  mtnaU. 

TtmoAT,  Febrnary  IS. 

Tho  bm  veeljnff  the  power  of  retsliation,  is 
certain  casei^  in  the  Psksidkbt  ov  tbx  Vsraa 
States,  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  bung 
amended,  the  qnestion  on  the  final  pasM^e 
thereof  waa  determined  In  the  afSrmative— ycM 
■as,  nays  9,  as  fbllows: 

Yaia. — HeKK  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Chipiam 
Davenpnt,  Foater,  Goodhue,  Qreene,  Omm,  HBt 
hcvae,  Latimer,  Livenncn,  Uoyd,  M*"*"^,  Hiitiii, 
Pahie,  Bosi,  Sedgwick,  Stoakteo,  Tattnal^  ^tacy, 
WatKiD,  and  Wall*. 

If ATa — Hsan.  Howard  and  ^-""y^"". 

So  it  was  £eKb>»d,  That  thia  bOl  pt»,  thit  it 
be  engraased,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be"  Aa 
aot  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation,  in  c«rtaM 
otaesj  in  uie  Pbbockst  or  Tm  Uamo  Sims." 

WxDBisnAT,  Febrnary  18. 
The  Vioi  Fbxbidxst  oommnnicated  a  iMttf 
from  the  Eieontive  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
answer  to  his  of  the  Sith  ultimo,  stating  that 
an  appointment  to  fill  the  vaoam^  in  tbe  Sen- 
ate oooadoned  by  the  deoeoae  of  Henry  Tate- 
well,  would,  probably,  be  deferred  to  the  meM- 
ing  of  their  Legialatnra. 

Satdbdat,  Febmarf  IC 

Ohablis  PutomiT,  elected  a  Senator  by  tlM 

Legidatore  of  the  State  of  Sonth  OaroUna,  n 

pl^w  of  John  Ennter,  resigned,  produced  hia 

credentiala,  and  the  oath  preaorilMd  by  law  bt- 
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ing  idinlnUtered  to  Mm,  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
8«nite. 

The  Benato  prooeeded  to  ooDdderthe  ameDd- 
hkbU  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill 
giTing  erentaal  anthoritf  to  the  Pbssidkst  or 
TBI  UinrKD  Btatbs  to  aognieat  the  Army, 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  amendment  re- 
peated to  the  Tth  section,  to  road  as  follova : 

"  Sbc.  7.  Be  a  yknhr  aamid.  That  it  alutll  be 
Infill  Ibr  die  TtanvBn  ov  ths  United  Suteb  to 
cell  foHh  and  emiik^  the  —id  Tolnntmi  in  ill  emHH, 
Md  to  eflbet  all  me  pnipoaet  for  which  hs  i>  snthor- 
tnd  to  call  forth  and  employ  die  militia,  hj  the  act, 
sithled  *  An  act  to  pronde  for  the  calling  forth  the 
mSitia  to  eiscnle  the  Uwt  of  tbe  Union,  nippreu 
innrnHSticaM,  and  ispel  invaaoiu,  and  to  rapeal  tbe 
actwnr  in  Gsoe  tot  theaa  puipoiea:'" 

It  pasMd  in  tbe  ofBrmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Henn.  Blnfjham,  Chlpman,  Foster,  Qood- 
Irae,  Onaoe,  Gnnn,  Howard,  I^nrasee,  liveimore, 
Llqjd,  HardiBll,  Pains,  BoM,  Sedgwkk,  Trio;, 'Wat- 
mi,  ai^  Weill, 

NtTB, — Ueain.  Andarmi,  Bloodworth,  Langiiwi, 
Mmiiij  MaMm,  nodcaej',  aad  TattnalL 

SamBDAT,  Febnarr  S8. 

Tbe  UU,  sent  from  tbe  Honse  <tf  Bepresenta- 
tiTes,  oititled  "An  act  to  grant  an  additional 
eotnoeosation  from  the  year  one  tiioutand  seven 
bmidnd  and  ninety-nine,  to  oertoin  ofBoera  of 
the  Senate  and  Home  of  RepreMntadvea  of  the 
United  BtatM."  was  read  Qie  seoond  time, 

Onttred,  That  it  be  referred  to  Heasrg.  Livxb- 
wma,  P^^ra,  and  Welu,  to  oonaider  and  re- 
pwt  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
ot  the  comniittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
to  aogmoit  the  salariM  of  the  prindpal  officers 
cf  the  ExecnIiTe  Departments,  whioh  was  adopt- 
ed; and 

The  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  tiiird  reading  of 
die  bin  as  amended,  was  detenoined  in  the  af- 
frmative — yeas  S3,  nays  8,  as  foUows: 

Tau, — MeMn,  Bingban,  Bloodwordi,  Cbipman, 
SaTH^ott,  Foatn,  Ooodhiw,  QraaiM,  HilUumn, 
Hmittd,  lanoaea,  Voji,  MaribaH,  Martin,  Pains, 
FlDcknciy,  Bead,  Ssdgwiok,  Stot^ton,  Tatbiall,  Tiaciy, 
WiteB,  nriWall*. 

lUn. — Mcitra  IiBDgdoii,  UTMiuota,  and  Hawn. 

HatmiT,  Febroary  SB. 

Hie  Senate  reaomed  the  third  reading  of  tbe 

UI,  nrtborixing  the  aoceptanc&  fh>m  the  Stato 

rf  Ccsmecticnt,  <rf  a  ceedon  ot  Jurisdiction  of 


tbe  qneetioQ  on  tiie  fioal  passage  of  the  bill  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  16,  nays  IS, 
as  follows : 

TejUl — Hesos.  Chipman,  Davenport,  Foster,  Good- 
bne,  Greene,  Gonn,  Hillboose,  LiTermore,  IJc^d, 
HanboU,  Paine,  Kead,  Sedgwiok,  Stgekton,  Tracy, 
■nd  Welti. 

Natl — HsMn.  Bingham,  Bloodworth,  Brown, 
Howard,  Langdon,  Latimsr,  Lannoot^  Mjitin^  H^ 
■on,  Pinckney,  Ron,  and  Wataon, 

FsiDAi,  Uarch  1. 

The  Henato  reamned  tbe  third  reading  ot  the 

bill,  sent  ttaia  tb«  House  of  Repreeentativea, 

entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Poet  Office  ra 

the  United  States." 


not  exceed  tblr^  oimoet;  and  ndi  prlvUegs  ihall 

It  was  determined  in  tbe  negatiTe— yeas  18, 
nays  17,  as  follows; 

Y>At. — HsMnL  Ungbsm,  DaveDport,  Goodhiu^ 
mUhonn,  Howard,  Uvsrmorcs  IJqV^  P^ne,  Bo**, 
Sedgwick,  Slooklon,  WatKm,  and  Wella. 

Kltm, — MeHra  Andamn,  Bkofhrartli,  Brown, 
Cbl^BBD,  Fotter,  Gi«*n(^  Qniin,  Laogdoo,  Latimer, 
LAoraocs,  Huaball,  Hartin,  Haaoii,Pinokne7,  Bead, 
Tatmall,  andXrai^. 

Satcbdit,  llarob  2. 

Tbe  bill,  sent  from  tbe  Honse  of  Bepreeenta- 
tivee,  entitled  "  An  act  anthorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  United  Stat€e," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  tJurd  reading 
of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTe 
— ^yeas  17,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Tbas.— Msaan.  Bloodwortii,  Brown,  FoAer,  Good* 
hna,  Qreena,  Gtum,  Howard,  IjuiRdon,  I^nnnoe, 
Lloyd,  Hanhidl,  Hattin,  Haion,  Pinckn^,  Sos^ 
Tattnall,  and  Watsoa 

NATa. — HeeRi.  Btnghan^  Chipman,  Davenpoil, 
HillhooM,  Latimer,  livermora,  Paine,  Bead,  Sedg> 
wick,  Stockton,  Tracy,  and  Wells. 

Satdbdat  Evkhiho,  Uaroh  S. 

A  message  ftvm  the  Hottse  of  Sepreaenta- 
tivee  infiiffmed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse,  hav- 
ing finished  the  bnsiDew  before  them,  are  ationt 
to  a^onm  without  day. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oonMdera- 
tton  of  Exeontire  bn^ees. 

The  Senate,  then,  reanming  Legidative  bttri- 
nesa,  a^onmed  wiUtont  day. 
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MoinuT,  Deoonber  8,  1T98. 

Thij  ImIdk  the  i^j  appointed  bj  tiie  oonati- 
tation  for  t&e  amiiul  meeting  of  Oongreaa,  & 
number  of  members  of  the  HooM  of  Bepreaen- 
tstirea  UHmbled  in  tlielr  Ohvnber. 

Hie  fbUowtaig  KTO  the  namee  d  tiie  members 
preaent; 

.fVwit  JV«0  £(MW(Amv,— AshlForkb,  Jona- 
TSix  Fbxkhaf,  Wulux  Gordos,  and  Pxlbo 


_ — DWISHT  FotTEK,  Bam- 

UM, T -T« t WjH i ^mwiit O.  Om, Oio. Th&tchkb, 
JoflEPR  B.  Vakmttii,  and  I'clio  Wadbwokth. 

From  Biode  AioiMJ.— Thoku  TmJBSBAar. 

From  OHWMetieiU.  —  Sakubl  W.  Buta, 
OsAtiKon  GoODXtOE,  and  Boais  Gbmitold. 

JVoBi  Ntw  Fori.— Datid  Bbooks,  HwmT 
Glmkh,  SoMtxBiM  N,  Eatxecb,  and  Hmn*H 

JVvm  Ji7m>  /tfrNV^-JcHiA^CHAH  DAmnr,  (the 
Bpeaker.) 

From  P-wwiyfoffliwa.— DiTiD  Babd,  Jokw 
OHJinus,  ViuuM  FmiLAT,  Aibxbt  Gauatih, 
fomi  A.  Hasma,  Blaib  MoOixkaoeut,  and 
BlOHASD  THtnuB. 

JVvnt  JforvIiMil— Gbosm  Dxbt. 

.fVoM  Fjrnma.— Jomr  OuFToa:,  Johs  I 
■OH,  Datid  Holhis,  Jajos  Maahib,  and  Dasixl 

HOBSAK. 

From  North  CSiMBtia.— Mawhkw  I^okx, 
Hathakol  Uaoox,  and  Righau)  Btaioobd. 

iVm  7<»iMMW.— WniuK  OHABun  Oou 
OLAncan. 

JV>Mi»  ti'tfMyia^-ABsAKAx  BAunrur. 

Three  new  membcn,  to  wit:  Jomatoab 
Bbacb,  retnmed  to  lerre  in  thli  Honae  at  a 
member  fiur  OonneoUont,  in  the  room  of  Joahna 
Coit,  deoeased;  Bobxbt  Walk,  returned  to 
■erre  ai  a  meinber  fbr  Fennay^lTanijL  in  the 
room  of  John  8waDwiok,deoea«ed;  and  Jobkps 
Eoauarox,  retnmed  to  eerre  aa  a  member  fbr 
Virginia,  In  the  room  of  Tmiiam  B.  GUea,  who 
bM  feMgoed  his  seat;  appeared,  |«odnoed 
their  oredentiala,  and  took  tlieir  seala  in  Om 
Hooae. 


A  little  after  U  o'doektha  Spuxnaf  Iht 
Honae  to<d:hiaahair,  the  names  of  aUtbemem- 
bers  were  oilled  oTer  hj  the  Olerk,  and  them 
q>peBiing  only  fort;  peraoua,  (fomieen  abort  ol 
a  qoomm,)  a  motion  waa  made  to  a^jonni,  and 
the  Honae  a^onmed  aocordingljtUl  to-mwio* 
at  11  o'olook. 

Tdxbdat,  Deoembv  4, 
Berersl  otlicr  members,  to  wit :  ttam  Hust- 
inaetta,  Smphin  Bulloox  ;  from  New  Jenej, 
.  una  H.  Iklat;  trota  FennsjlTania,  Joai 
WiLKU  Kittzba;  from  Uarjiand,  Gniai 
BASB^Jr^  WnxiAK  Oraix,  and  Sahcxl  Suth', 
from  Virginia,  AstBOsr  Niw,  Absax  Tino, 
JoRV  Tbioo,  and  A-»nmm  Vkhabli;  frao 
North  Oartmna,  Thonab  BLotrar;  anfl  fnm 
Bonth  Oarolina,  Williav  Sioib  ;  ^ipearad  ind 
took  Hkeir  aeata  in  the  Honae. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Bobxbt  Baom,  n- 
tnmed  to  aem  in  thia  Honae  as  a  meinber  fat 


appeared,  and  took  h' . 

Bnt  a  qmvnm  cf  the  wliole  nmnbernotbdnt 
preaent,  uie  Honae  ac|jonnwd. 

VBDnsnAZ,  DeoeBobar  B. 

SoTeral  other  m«nbera,  to  wit:  fromHaMl- 
ohnaetta,  Isaac  Fabebx,  Jobs  Btut,  Bum. 
Sbwau,  and  Wellux  Bhepabd  :  from  Oooim- 
tJODt  Nathavkl  SMncH;  from  New  Ycrt,  Lc- 
OAB  EuoBnOBT,  Jonr  E.  Tas  Auoi;  and  Jon 
WnxiAits;  tma'Sew  Jersey,  JAioa  fioBcu- 
jub;  and  from  Sonth  Oarolina,  Sobbbi  Good- 
lob  Habfbb  and  Jomt  Bittibdob,  Jr.,  aiqiean^ 
and  took  thrir  aeata  in  the  Honae. 

And  a  qnoram  oondatlog  ot  a  m^Joritj  of  A* 
whole  Dnmber,  bring  preaent, 

The  oath  or  affiraiatlon,  to  aopport  the  On- 
etitntiDn  of  the  United  Btatea,  aa  prea  -^-'  "- 
the  act,  wtitled  "  An  aet  to  regulate 
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tsdniiiuiff  of  *drai]iist«riiig  oemin  oatlis,"  was  I  Uwi  of  the  T«^«otiTe  StBtes ;  for,  tbow  being  tarmei 
•dministered  by  Mr.  Spiads  tc  the  following  O"  *«  ^'^  *«'  oonta^™.  lickinaa  m«y  be  oommo- 
»>«  memben,  to  wit:  JoSATEiK  Bbaoi,  tJ-**^  ^™k1'  »>>?  <*"«^''  "^  •>mmaroe.  then 
BomiBBOi^,  BoBMT  WAur,   and   Joseph    «Hm..  tob*  .«e™«l7ttu  Congre»,  wh. -I™.-™ 


taaimos,  who  1o<^  tbeir  wata  in  ilie  Eouse 
on  ihe  third  ud  fimrth  inataut. 

Onbra^  Tbttt  &  meiMge  be  Mnt  to  the 
SeniU  to  infonii  then  thiit  s  qnonim  of  thia 
EooM  it  anembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 


Baivbdax,  December  8. 

bnnl  other  memben,  to  wit:  from  Oon- 
DMlieiit,  ViLLUK  EDiioin>;  fhnn  MiU7lsDd, 
Jobs  Dmrisind  Whjjav  EoiDiuir;  audlrom 
Tirfinu,  Thoku  Etasb  and  Waltbb  Josbs, 
m«ared  and  took  tbeir  leata  In  the  Houn. 

Tbe  Honae  haTing  be»i  oalled  to  order,  and 
ttw  ioDmal  read,  thie  Sfukxb  obnrred  ttiat 
tbe  hoiir  waa  neHly  arrived  at  which  the  Preid- 
dcDtbad  propoeed  to  make  hie  onnmnnicationi 
to  bodt  Honaea,  andread  a  reeoltition  which  was 
vni&j  entered  into  on  inch  occasions,  ioform- 
bf  the  Swats  that  Ibis  Hooae  is  formed^  and 
HMT.to  raeeiTe  anr  oommnnicationa  whicn  the 
Praideittmaybeirieaaedtomake  tothem.  The 
nnlDtion  wai  adopted,  and  a  message  baviDg 
b«o  loit  to  th«  Beoate  therewith,  the  members 
KWD  tJtex  entered  and  took  the  plaoea  prepared 
Icrtbeffl. 

At  tweh«  o'clock,  Uentenant  General  Wue- 
nvrox,  with  his  6^stetB,Tj,  Colonel  Lxab,  Utr 
jot  QeneralB  FuroKmr  and  Huolton,  entered 
tlM  Edl,  and  took  tfacdr  places  on  the  r%ht  of 
tbe  SruxKs'a  eb^.    The  Britidi  and  Porta- 


T^nUte  trade,  ihinUd  frame  a  ^tem  whiob,  wMk  it 
imem  Ihe  general  healtli,  mar  be 
1  the  lDt«n(ti  of  oMiimeica  and  the 
■sTa^  of  tbe  ivTemie, 

Wbite  we  tfiiok  «D  tbli  calami^,  and  aynpathba 
wi^  tiu  immedlala  mtbren,  we  bava  abnadant  na- 
iwn  to  pieaent  to  dM  Snjveme  Belize  our  annul  ob- 
iBtioiu  of  oatltade  for  a  liberal  paitldpation  In  dia 
ordtnaiy  Meedngi  of  Hii  ProiIilaDce.  To  the  nnal 
1  oTgratitDde,  I  oaonot  omit  to  add  cna  of  the 
ip«tBii«  to  oar  weU-bsing  and  u&tj  1 1  mean 
that  ipirit  vbich  hat  uiieu  In  our  ixniDby  agalnrt 
tbe  meaicei  and  aggreniau  of  a  tbretgn  nation.  A 
meuly  nma  of  national  honor,  dignitf ,  and  iuiefua- 
denoe,  ha*  appeared,  whigh,  If  enoonraged  and  inri- 
gocatad  bj  vntj  branch  of  tbe  Oanmnian^  wiU 
enable  ni  to  ^aw,  nndlMn^ad,  tbe  antuprlaei  of  taj . 
fonJgn  power,  and  beorana  the  ion  foundation  cr 
national  pto^rl^  and  ^017. 

Tbe  oonraa  of  dw  trtnwotlooa  in  ralallan  to  tha 
United  States  and  Franoa,  which  baTs  ocDia  to  my 
knowledge  during  jonr  noen,  will  be  made  tha  nil^ 
ject  of  a  fbtara  commnnleatiinL  That  communica- 
tion will  oonfirm  the  nllimata  fulme  of  tbe  meamrea 
which  have  been  laksn  bj  tha  Qarenmiant  of  tha 
United  States  towards  an  unloable  idjiutment  of  dif- 
fereneei  iritb  that  power.  Ton  will,  at  the  « 
tlnM,  percrive  that  Uie  French  Goremmait 
iolicitoos  to  inprait  t' 


t  ^tpeara 
n  that  It  IS  aretia  ta 


■Qidater  fnnn  the  United  Slate^  fv  £a  pnipoia  of 
restoring  a  good  nnderWanding.  It  Is  uifortonate 
fbr  profeidons  of  diis  Und  that  they  ihonld  be  «x- 
preased  in  tenns  whieh  mav  ooimlenance  tha  inad- 
misriUa  pretention  of  a  rij^  to  preKribe  the  qoali- 
ficatloni  which  a  HSnister  of  tha  United  States  dumld 


iVandmf f  iS^Meei. 

A  &w  minntea  after  IS,  Ibe  Fbkbidckt  ov 
m  UnrxD  Btatib,  aooompanied  t?  his  Secre- 
tly, and  the  Headc  of  the  aeTeral  D^artmenta 
of  the  QoTermnent,  appeared.  The  PaMtDsn 
having  takeahiaaeid,  and  tbe  offlcors  of  GoTam- 
BMDt  thrfra,  near  the  general  offloen^  he  roae 
md  addrceaod  tbe  two  Hooaea  as  foUowa: 
CmrMw  y  At  Smdt,  aad 

Ca^lmmm  of  At  Batm  if  gmrwaifdH—.- 

WbDe  with  lerarapce  and  redgnatkm  wa  eontan 
{fate  tlu  ffT**— *'■— •  of  Nrine  PrOTidanoe,  in  the 
■IsnaJi^  and  deatnotire  peadlence  with  which  la**- 
nl  of  oar  dliea  and  towna  have  been  vliitadt  there  i* 
came  fcr  gnUtnde  and  nnitoal  coagratDlatian*  that 
Ae  ailn^  h««  Jisappearad,  and  that  wa  are  again 
pomhlad  to  aaaembU  in  aafb^  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
wBBra^  Car  tbe  diaduna  of  oar  Important  dntiea. 
But,  when  we  laSact  that  ti^  Uttai  diaorder  baa, 
aithio  a  few  yaaia,  mada  lepaatad  rnvmea  in  some 
rf  oar  prindpal  ae^orta,  aiid  with  tnoraased  malig- 
aaacy;  and,  irbai  wa  cooaider  tbe  magnltnda  of  the 
nih  ariifaig  ftooi  Oa  intsm^timi  of  pnbUc  and  |ai- 
me  botineaa,  whereby  tbe  national  intereati  an 
Iwply  aflbcted,  I  tUnk  it  my  dnty  to  hirite  the  L»- 
^^Mnie  of  die  UaioD  to  examine  the  expediency  of 
iKabB^ng  anhaUa  regnlationa  In  aid  of  the  health 


of  a  dispoiition,  on  her  part,  t 
with  sincerity  the  diflbrenoea  which  haTC  arisen,  &• 
dnceiity  of  a  like  dispontioii  on  the  part  rS  the  United 
States,  of  whiah  so  many  demonstralJTe  proob  have 
been  given,  shonld  aran  be  Indirect^  qoeetionad.  It 
i*  also  worthy  «f  obaerr ation  that  the  decree  <^  Oa 
Directory,  aUegad  to  be  Intended  to  leatraln  tha  d^ 
predatltms  at  French  omkeia  on  onr  oommaras^  haa 
not  giTen,  and  cannot  give,  any  lelief ;  It  eqjoins  them 
to  conform  to  all  tbe  law*  of  Franoa  relatiTe  to  ond^ 
Ing  and  print,  wUls  tteaa  lawa  are  themadNa  Oa 


Tbt  law  of  France  enacted  in  Jannaiy  hu^  whkA 
aabiecta  to  oaptnie  and  oondatunation  nenbml  Teaaali 
and  thatr  cargoes,  If  any  portion  of  tha  latter  ate  of 
Briliah  fUcIo  or  produce,  although  the  endra  pro- 
perty beioi^  to  neutrala,  butaad  of  bdng  rasdndad, 
baa  latt^  reoeired  a  ocufirmatioo,  fay  the  fallara  of 
a  proportion  fin  Ita  r^aL  While  this  law,  which  la 
an  nnequlTooal  act  cf  war  on  tha  ooomerce  <if  die 
nadona  it  attaeka,  oMttinoea  In  feme,  dioae  natlona 
can  see  la  the  French  Goiemmeiit  only  a  power  ra- 
gardless  of  their  easendal  rlgbn,  of  their  indepai^ 


honor  bnt  a  firm 
•Hidwrto, 
oondnct  of  Fraooo  which 
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)t  of  deftcoe ;  on  tliB  aoatnrj,  to  extend 
Bod  Inrigonte  them  !■  our  tme  policy.  We  bftve  no 
Tessan  to  ngnt  tlut  IbMe  mcamreB  n>v«  been  that 
fia  4ilopted  and  punned ;  and,  Id  pToportlon  u  w« 
enlarge  our  TJew  of  tbe  portentoni  uid  incalcnlable 
tltaatioii  of  Europe,  ire  absll  diKoyer  new  sad  cogent 
BotiTes  Ibr  the  mil  derelc^ment  of  our  esargim  and 


But,  in  demonitniting  hy  onr  condoct  that  we  do 
■ntftir  w.  In  theuMensrj  protection  of  onr  righte 
■nd  boDor,  we  ehill  give  no  room  to  infhr  th&t  we 
^tendon  the  deore  <^  peace.  An  effieieDt  preptr*- 
tioo  for  war  can  alone  enrore  peace.  It  il  peace  that 
we  han  aoifonnlj  and  peraeTeringlj>  cnltiTaled,  and 
baimony  between  m  and  France  may  be  reitint }  at 
bei  aptkiD.  Bnt  to  und  another  Hinliter,  wftboat 
m<M  detemlnate  awnrancei  that  he  woold  be  re- 
Mlred,  would  be  an  act  of  homiliatitm  to  which  the 
Uidted  States  ou;ht  not  to  nbmit  It  man,  thers- 
fb>e,  be  left  to  ^^nce,  if  ahe  i*  hidead  deiinnu  of 
■ccommodttioQ,  to  take  the  lequidte  rtepa.  The 
United  Statee  wHI  ateadily  obteiTB  the  maxlmi  far 
wWch  they  have  hitherto  been  governed.  They  wiU 
iMpeet  the  aieied  rite*  of  embain'.  And  with  a 
tfnoen  diapoaition  on  the  part  of  fVaaoe  to  dedit 
from  hoetlli^,  to  nuike  reparation  for  tba  injoriea 
beietofon  infficted  on  onr  comtnera*.  and  to  do  jna- 
tioe  in  fiitare,  there  will  be  no  obstacle  to  the  raitora- 
tion  of  a  fHendly  interconne.  In  making  to  yoo  thi* 
dedaration,  I  ^re  a  pledge  lo  Fiance  and  to  the 
world  that  the  ExecntiTe  anthori^  of  thii  conntrr 
•tm  adheres  to  the  hnmane  and  pacific  policy    ' ' 


It  and  of  Aa  poople  of  the  United  Stalei,  Bnt 
ooniiderins  Oie  m  manifettation*  of  her  iwlic;  to- 
ward! Rnacn  nations,  I  deem  It  •  dnty  deliherately 
•nd  Bolemnlj  to  declare  my  opinion,  diat,  whether 
we  negotiate  with  her  or  not,  vign<na  preparationi 
tar  wu  will  be  aUke  iodiqieneabte.  These  alone  will 
^Ts  to  tu  an  eqiul  treaty,  and  ansme  ila  obMr7ai]C& 
Among  the  meaaona  of  prapanUoo  which  m>Bai 
■ZpedienI,  I  take  the  liberty  to  reed]  jgpi  attentioD 
to  the  Naval  EMabliibment  The  beneSclBl  effects 
of  the  small  nsvel  annament  provided  onder  the  acts 
of  the  last  sesrion,  are  known  and  at^novledgad. 
Perhaps  do  eonuti^  ever  experienced  more  suddea 
•nd  remarkable  advsntaees  nom  any  measure  of  po- 
'    re  derirea  from  the  ai— '~  ~  """  — 


BcT&an  wehave 


of  our  Navy  to 


arming  Ibr  oar 
eproteotion  and  defence     We  oi 
of  time,  to  Uy  the  Cnmdatian  fbr 


it,  with- 


a  size  snfflcaent  to  gnaid  onr  ooas^ 
LT  trade.  Such  a  naval  Ibrae  as  it  la 
IS  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  create 
•nd  muDtain,  would  also  a^rd  to  them  ^»  beat 
means  of  genafBl  defence,  the  safe  tranaportaUon  of 
troops  andatoieB  to  every  part  of  onr  ezteniiTeeoaft 
To  •ooompUsh  tlus  important  oljeet,  k  pmdant  ftae- 
right  requires  that  ^slematioal  meamre*  be  adapted 
Uw  procuring^  at  iSi  tJmes,  the  reouitfte  timbor  and 
other  Boppliu.  In  what  manner  this  shall  be  dona, 
I  leave  to  your  consideration. 


^  lis  Btmtc  qf     , 
I  have  directed  an  estimale  of  the  appropriatloni 

yOD,  accompanied  with  a 
new  o>  the  pnbuo  leMnita  and  eipeaditaiM  to  a  te- 
e«nt  period.  It  wiU  aflbrd  yon  •atWacUoo  to  Inftr 
(be  peat  extent  and  sididi^  of  flu  pnhlic  reaonroes, 
frmn  the  pn^enu  state  of  the  finance^  Dotwith- 


itanding  them 
attended  oomn 

spicQOQS  examples  of  a  patriotism  and  liberali^iTliid 
have  been  eihiUted  by  onr  roeicantfle  lelloW'^atiBU, 
and  how  great  a  prc^tntioo  of  the  pobUe  resegiTM 
depends  on  their  enterprise,  yon  will  natmSy  tons- 
dor,  whether  their  oonvenience  oannM  be  promoted 
and  recondled  with  the  seenilty  of  the  revemie,  by 
a  tcviiiiui  of  the  lyrtwa  by  which  the  ooOseticoi  U  it 


Dniinc  y 

nrsned  for 


pnrsned  Ibr  eflbclinK  Uie  valuations  and  ntmni  di- 
ncted  by  the  set  ^  the  lut  sesdon  preiimlnsiy  to 
the  sisessment  and  collection  of  a  direct  tax.  Ko 
o&er  delays  or  obstacles  have  been  eipeiiawed  ei- 
otj  t  mch  aa  were  expected  to  eifie  from  the  gnrt 
extent  of  onr  country,  and  the  ""g"'"^  and  no- 
vel^ of  the  opention,  and  euon^  has  been  aocom- 
plisbed  to  Msore  a  falfihneot  of  uie  views  of  ths  Le- 
gisUtnre. 
OaUlemanf  At  Stmtt,  imd 

"     '         ^  Its  Hetai  <f  AprtMriirifaec 

tbis  Addiesa,  witlunt  oooe  man  ad- 
vertios  to  onr  politieal  siCnatJon,  and  iuealeating  di* 
essential  importance  of  nnitiog  in  ttie  TnsintensnM 
of  cor  dearest  ioteresti:  and  I  tnist  tiut,  by  Iha 
temper  and  wisdom  of  yonr  proceedings,  nd  bj  a 
hamoay  of  meaanres,  we  ihaJl  lecnie  to  onr  oonii- 
by  that  w^gbt  and  »^peot  to  which  ft  is  so  jut^ 
entitled. 

JOHN  ADAK3. 

Ukukd  Statu,  DtettOer  8,  1798. 

The  Pbebidkht  bATing  flniohed  hli  Addreaa, 
after  utting  &  few  moroents,  prawted  Ibe 
President  <^  the  Ben&te  and  Speaker  ot  tbe 
House  of  Representativee,  each  of  them,  with  i 
copy  of  it,  and  withdrew,  and  after  him  the 
Heads  of  DepBrbnents,  Beniators,  gmeni  offi- 
cers, foreign  Miuistere,  ^.  The  Spkakib  tiKn 
took  his  choir,  and  an«r  calling  the  House  to 
order,  proceeded,  as  is  oanal,  to  read  over  the 
Speech,  which  being  flnisbe^it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse  tar  Mondiy, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  Bouse  then 
a^onrned. 

HonnAT,  Seoember  10. 
A  new  member,  to  wit:  Biobabo  Dom 
Spaioht,  retaraed  to  serve  in  this  Hooie  u  <t 
member  for  North  Carolina,  in  the  room  of 
Nathan  Bryan,  deoeased,  appeared,  produced 
bis  oredenlials,  sod  took  bis  seat  in  the  House; 
the  oath  to  support  the  OonstitnliMi  of  the 
United  States  having  been  first  admini>tK«d  b> 
him  bj  the  Bpsaxsb. 

Addrm  U  Oe  Prmidmt. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itadf  into  a 
CommittM  of  the  Whole  on  the  ^eeeb  of  tbs 
PscsisnT  or  iHx  TJmxD  BxAin,  Mr.  Dm  !o 
the  chair;  when 

Ur.  BpRAsn  proposed  tar  adopttai  the  Al- 
lowing resolntion : 

Bmletd,  That  it  Is  the  tfiinlon  of  OIs  ooamittn, 
that  a  re^ectftil  Address  o*^it  to  be  lawenled  by 
the  Honse  of  BepasentatiTis  to  tlie  Piamostn» 


dbyGoo^le 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESS. 


AdJnm btlht  Prfidm. 


[H-.otE. 


TBI  riTTED  States,  in  rumrer  to  hit  Spmcli  to  both 
Etasti  oT  Cougren  at  the  commencement  of  ib\t 
HsioD,  nmt^ning  asnrsneei  that  thia  Hoax  will 
lib  into  condderatioa  tbe  Tu-ioni  snd  imporUmt 
tnliJKti  raoonuDcoded  to  their  ooiuidentiDn. 

The  nsolation  was  agreed  to  witliont  objeo- 
tkxi.  and  the  committee  roee  tud  reported  the 
reflolntioiL  The  House  took  it  ap.  ooncnrred  in 
it,  and  appointed  a  oommittee  of  five  to  prepare 
u  soswer  accordingly. 

He  committee  couiiatB  of  HcMrs.  Duta, 
VciABUt,  Haspkx,  Hosveb,  and  Baldvot, 

TnMDAT,  December  11. 

Two  other  membera,  to  wit:  Thomab  6iir- 

ncuox   and    Uajot   Tbokpsoit,    from    Kew 

Jeraej,  qipeared  and  took  their  aeats  in  the 

Boose. 

TBDsnDAT,  DeoMnber  19. 
Seroal  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Rhode 
Uand,  CBXtsTOFBKB  O.  CaucFUK ;  from  Pena- 
il^TaDia,  Tboiua  ^lbtlkt  ;  and  from  Virginia, 
GiKTKR  B.  Habbisob  ;  appeared,  and  took  their 
Hats  in  the  Honse, 

Addrtm  to  Oa  Pretidmt. 

Vr.  Djjia,  from  the  oommittee  qipcdnted  to 

draft  K  re^eotfot  Address  In  answer  to  the 

Pt^mKBT'e  Speech,  made  a  report,  wtdoh  was 

ccnmitted  for  to-morrow. 

Thdbsdat,  Deoonber  18. 
Fmup  Vav  OtOTLunTT,  tma  the  Statfi  of 
Kew  York,  ^tpeared,  and  took  bk  seaL 

AMftu  to  the  PrMident. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Daha,  the  Honse  resolved 
itNlf  into  s  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Addreee  reflterday  reported,  in  answer  to  the 
BpMch  of  the  Fkbbidknt  or  thb  Uhitid  Statu, 
lod  Mr.  Dest  hftving  taken  the  chair,  the  Ad- 
dress waa  read,  as  fwowa,  Mnitting  tlte  words 
printed  within  brackets,  which  were  added  as 
Mnwijroeiita :  The  wwda  printed  in  itAlios  were 
Anck  ont  in  the  disonssion,  so  that  the  Addrees 
to  be  pccMnted  to  the  PBieiDKHT  oont^ns  the 
vords  prfated  widtin  brnokets,  and  doee  not 
contain  thoae  printed  in  italioa, 

Jmt  AiUMa,  J'rtMm  of  lit  UiUttd  Suna— 

Sa :  The  Soiue  of  RapieuiitatiTBi  imite  witli  joa 
b  dnloring  tlw  efbcti  rf  the  ^solktliig  mala^  bj 
rticb  1^  seat  of  Gonmment  and  other  parts  er  our 
eoiiBti7  hkre  recently  been  TJaited.  In  Galling  onr 
Utratkn  to  the  fstalitj  of  ito  repeated  '■vagu,  and 
innting  ns  to  ooonder  the  ezpeaiency  of  «ierciiii>g 
«nr  eoDidtatlonal  poven,  in  aid  of  toe  health  Ism 
tf  the  reqtective  Stale^  ycmr  rseommendation  is 
Mnetioaed  by  the  dictates  of  hmnaiuty  and  liberal 
foGej-.  Onthta  IntereiUngsiitgectweMlthe 
ttj  of  adoptiiiK  ereiT  wise  eipedlsnt  for  nersBl 


withManding  the  oooamsidal  derangement*  resoltbig 
fi-cm  this  ulamfty,  and  from  exMmal  Mnbairaie- 
ment%  ii  a  satisfact^  manifealatioa  of  the  great  ex- 
tent ud  sdlidi^  oTtbe  pnblic  resoDrees.  Omnected 
with  this  ntnataon  of  oar  fiscal  ooDcenis,  the  aunr- 
anoa  that  the  legal  raoristous  for  obtaining  rereime 
by  direct  taxation  will  iUfil  the  liew*  of  the  LegUl&- 
tora,  li  peeoliarly  aecqitable. 
DeairOD)  as  'we  are  that  all  caosaa  of  hostjtity  may 
I  ezftmuuted  [removed}  by  the  amicable  a^jnst- 
ent  of  national  di&^ucea,  we  leun  with  ntlafRO- 
tion,  that  in  ponoance  of  oni  treatiee  with  Spain  and 
with  (jreit  Britain,  advances  have  been  made  for 
definitively  settling  the  oontroverijea  relative  to  the 
Southern  and  the  Nonh-eastern  limits  of  the  United 
States.  With  atmilw  sentunents  haTo  we  received 
yoor  iDfimntHm,  that  the  procee^nn  imder  oom- 
mintous  antboriied  by  the  same  treaties,  affiird  to  a 


"ffiSJi 


■o  illsliiissmn  to  ini 
el  to  onr  naoonsloc 


iffiridnal  I 


ntei«,a; 
a  proq^enms  state,  not- 


nmnmitted  fay  sntjeet*  of  diose  powers. 
It  woold  be  the  theme  of  mtrtoal  bhdtadoo,  wers 
)  aisnied  of  expeiiencung  dmilar  modetadon  and 
jastice  ikom  uaortir  Power,  [the  FreniA  Repnblio,] 
between  bAdm  [which]  and  the  United  Slates  difbr- 
ences  have  onh&ppjly  arisen.  But  this  is  denied  ns 
by  the  nltiinale  fulure  of  the  measures  which  bave 
been  tabin  by  this  Oovenunent  towards  sn  amioable 
ai^nsCmsnt  of  Ihow  diAteoees^  and  I^  the  varions 
inadmiiribla  pretensions  «o  the  part  of  Out  nation. 

Tlie  ODUtinning  In  fbrce  the  decree  of  Jamiaiy  las^ 
to  which  yoQ  have  more  particnlarly  pointed  our  at- 
tention, oodit,  of  itself^  to  be  oonndered  as  demon- 
strative of  tbe  real  intentions  c^  the  French  Govern* 
msnb  That  dscie*  jDodaims  a  pied^ory  waiftre 
against  the  nnqnestionabls  lif^ts  of  aotual  oom- 
wbich  [withj  our  means  of  defence,  onr  in- 
jtd  onr  honor,  otHninand  as  to  repel.  It 
e  now  becomee  the  United  States  to  be  as 
detsmined  in  resistanoe  as  they  have  been  patient  In 
seSering,  and  oandBsoending  in  negotiatioii. 
While  those  who  direct  ue  affairs  of  France  per- 
!t  in  the  anToreelneDt  of  decrees  so  hostile  to  oar 
essentia]  rights,  tbeir  condnct  forbids  ns  to  oonfide  In 

;e  hitherto  eihib- 


idi  onr  .sednloQi 
The  snddsn  and  remaAsbla  advantage* 
which  this  comiliy  baa  ezperienoed  from  a  onall 
naval  armament,  snffioiently  prove  the  nlili^  of  lis' 
sstabliibmeot.  As  It  reqiecta  die  gnardlog  of  onr 
Doast,  tbe  pKiteotim  of  our  trade,  and  the  fadUly  of 
safely  tranqiortiag  the  mean*  of  tertttoal  defeitce  to 
eveiy  part  of  onr  maritime  frontier,  an  adeqnate  na- 
val force  must  be  considered  as  ui  important  otgect 
of  natkmal  policy.  17or  do  we  hesitate  to  ad<^  the 
i^ilnian,  that,  irtwther  Degotistions  with  France  are 
rsnmed  or  not,  vig«na*  preparatltnis  foe  war  will  be 


In  ihii  oo^innctare  oT  afijn^  wUle  with  yon  we 
reoogntse  our  abtadant  oaes*  of  gratitade  to  tbe 
Sopteme  Dlnoeer  «f  evente  fbr  the  ordinary  bleat- 
ii^  of  FrondHie*,  we  regard,  ai  of  high  nadcoial 
impoitBBO^  the  manlftstaoon,  in  oor  oonntry,  of  a 
magnaoiinoiis  ^rit  of  ledstsnee  to  (bndgn  domine- 
"—  This  i^iU  merits  to  be  ehsririted  and  hivtenw 
by  even  braiMh  of  Govtonment,  a*  the  estiina- 
iledge  of  national  poqMrity  and  glory. 
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ing  uo  fomgn  giwnniM  of  onr  lib«rtiei,  rualTliig 
to  mentals  onr  mtioiMl  indapuidvDCe  anlut  areiy 
UtsDipt  to  ^qxnl  n  of  tUi  inMtuniUe  Imntn, 
we  ooaRd^  tmder  ProvldeDM,  fn  die  pMriodno 
and  energies  of  Ae  people  of  then  UnlMd  Statw  for 
dereatms  tb«  htxtile  enterpriiea  of  an;  foreiga  power. 

To  wkpt  with  fnidgnt  (breriDht  rich  iTiteiiiatical 
meunre*  ii  maj  be  expedient  for  calling  forth  Ihoae 
onergies  wbirenr  the  nation^  aiigenciBi  m^  n- 
qiiire,  whether  on  the  ombu,  or  oo  onr  own  Icnitocy 
— and  to  reooomla  widi  tha  pnjiw  Mouri^  «f  nn- 
ntw,  Hm  conranfanee  ^tbt  Bwnantile  entapriM^  on 
wUoh  m  gnat  a  ptnpatHou  of  the  pnblio  reaoorcM 
dapaodi~ara  olgeota  of  mament,  irtdoh  ihall  bs  dnij 
Mnrded  tn  tha  ooone  of  our  dallbenitimia. 

Fnll;  M  w»  Moetd  with  jtm  In  the  otdnion,  that 
A»  UnHtd  State*  tuiAt  not  to  nbrnlt  to  tha  hnmill- 
Btko  (blending  anolherHIiiiiter  to  France,  withmt 
pnrioiu  aonrancei  nSdantlj  determinate  tlut  he 
will  be  dolf  aoendilod,  w*  have  heard,  with  cordial 
aejuUteaict,  [mKibMioa,]  dw  dtdaration  of  yoor 
pnnosa,  itMdUf  to  obiamAasa  maxim*  of  human* 
and  pamflo  polity  hj  wliioh  du  United  Statei  han 
hitherto  beao  go<ranied.    WUkitij  left  with  Franc* 


itii 


wintbr  dM  Chief  HaraMrate  of  a  Erae  people, 
known  to  the  worid,  that  jnitioe  oo  tfa«  part  of 
Franoe  will  —-thii.t-  ersry  obMade  to  the  reitora- 
tion  of  a  fHendljr  jnteraonn*,  and  that  the  EiecntiTe 


It  «f  the  right* 
h  belonc  to  tha  United  Statei  aa  [a]  ftea  and 
peiideiit[natio<i.j 
The  olerk  httrl^  read  the  Addren,  it  ' 
again  read  b;  tlio  OWmmn  hj  parHgnpha, 

■greed  to.] 

Mr.  Thatohkb  wished,  as  no  oljection  ' 
made  to  the  AddreM,  that  it  mi^t  be  entered 
oa  the  Joomats  as  munlmonslj  agreed  to ;  hot, 
on  the  qnection  being  put,  a  fev  noes  being 
heard,  the  Spxakxb  declared  it  not  carried. 

The  nanal  reeolntion  waa  then  passed,  that 
the  Spraxkb,  attended  by  the  House,  do  present 
the  Addieaa,  and  tliat  a  oommittee  be  appcdnted 
to  wait  npoD  the  PBrannBT,  to  know  when  and 
where  Ite  will  iMj^eaaed  to  reodve  the  same, 

lfesflr&  Daka,  Vketablk,  and  Haspib,  were 
qipdated  a  oommittee  Ibr  this  pnipoae,  Thej 
WMted  upon  the  PmamKBT  aooordingly,  and 
tCr.  DiMi.  reported  tliat  the  PsnunNT  wonld 
reo^ve  tha  Addren  to-morrow,  at  hia  own 
honaa,  at  twelve  o'clock.* 


•  Tb*  luianl  sneait  with  whloh  tUa  iMWit  wai  ntad 
«H  hoDonbla  to  tha  Hooae,  ud  adrantifeoiu  to  the 
aster  ol  lh<  onuitiT.  fiortdaa  d^ccdatlaia  m  anr 
naraa,  tbera  wtM,  at  UM  time,  ■  odium  tt  Mudla 
dlgnltlM  to  tba  noltod  BtatM  bom  tba  Fraaeh  Qovara- 
BMDt,  tluD  hiTliif  tb*  fcrm  of  a  DlrtetaiT,  ef  *Udi  B 
wai  Piaridant,  aad  TaUejmad  FucalfB  Baeraluj.  TImc 
iBdlgaltlM  wgf  maAad  aad  aritaniMle;  of  whish  tki 
speadi  >/  SairtiM  to  Mr.  Uannt  whan  b*  had  hb  takaJeaT* 


Statei,  tor  dtii  «xoellent  A 


Fkidat,  December  14. 
Beveral  other  members,  to  wit :  Jum  CooB- 
BAH,  from  New  York;  Willuh  Vatthiwi, 
from  Maryland ;  Joeua  Pabseb,  from  Tii^nia; 
and  Thomu  PtHannT,  from  Sonth  CaroUna, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seals  in  the  Hone. 

Antuw  0/ 1^  PraidetU. 

The  hour  having  arrived  at  which  the  Paaai- 
DBar  "had  appidnted  to  receive  the  Addre*  of 
this  House  In  answer  to  his  Bpeech  to  both 
Honaea,  the  Spsaxkk  announced  it,  vid  tb« 
Honse  withdrew  for  the  pnrpose  of  pn«Qliii| 
the  Address. 

In  abont  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  nmnben 
returned;  when  the  Bi^xaxkb,  having  tiken hti 
ohdr,  proceeded  to  read  the  aniwer  to  their 
Addred^  a  oop7  of  which  had  been  pnt  into  tui 
hand  by  the  PBasmnnT.  It  was  as  foUowt: 
Tb  (t*  HiMM  ijfltiattmHaHMt  eftie  UiAti  SW«  : 

Qhrlikzh:  Mj  tinoeie  aokmwledgmmM  a* 
due  to  the  Hooie  of  BcoreMotalive*  of  the  Urilel 
nt  Addreei,  ••  connnaDt  Id  ihi 
adraio^a  great  and  Cm  pto- 
Ida.  The  JtidgiBent  aaid  fiaeliiigs  of  a  nation,  I  ha- 
lieva,  were  never  mote  tnily  sxfrened  b;  tbeii  Kep- 
rteentativei  than  thon  of  oar  oonilitnrati,  bj  J<nt 
dedded  declaration,  that  with  onr  meau  of  delnt^ 
OUT  intoeit  and  honor  oetmuudtu  to  tepdipnda' 
to<7  wH&re  againit  th*  munaetJonaM*  n^M  <f  ■ 
nentral  oommeroe.  That  it  beoomei  the  Umtel 
State*  to  be  a*  determined  in  raoManoe  a*  tbar  bail 
been  patient  in  mlKoii^  and  oondeaoendlng  in  Mga- 
tiatloD.  JliBt,whikflia**  who  direct  thaafiini' 
Fraooa  pairiit  In  the  enfteoement  of  deoaaa  ae  bMdh 
to  onr  BMential  rights  their  ccmdnot  fofbidi  ■*  t* 
ecofide  In  any  oft^arpraieinoiii  cf  ami^;  tbatu 
adequate  nanl  faro*  mnit  be  aonddarad  ai  aa  in- 
portant  otgeot  of  national  policy  ;  and  that,  vbtQia 
negodation*  widi  Franoe  are  rammed  oT  not,  viA- 
onapraparationi  for  war  wiU  In  tlik*  iudlipmaUe. 

The  geuercui  ^adoin  yon  *o  ooolljand  deljbait*- 
I7  expraaa^  of  a  nlianoe  on  fbreign  pnteotioD,  viot- 
hig  no  ioraign  gnaran^  of  cm-  liberliea,  leMlring  la 

attempt  to  daipoil  ■*  of  Aii  inwSm^  tnawr, 
will  meet  the  ml!  apprDbationof  •nr]risaBdB4H> 
rtnM'ng  and  ezoltuig  ipnlanm  fton  tbehaiit  tf 
ETory  bithfol  Amerioaik, 

I  thank  yon,  gantlemia,  for  yam  candid  qf"^ 
don  of  my  Nntunenti  on  Uia  nlgeot  of  aniiliitiw^ 


mK  him  to  tb*  p«Um  a*  a  I 
aefoaat  nfaial  to  reaalf  a  1 
ilBdliic  tbam  ost  of  tba  bo 


la  both  Umaalf  aad  JadfaHBdA 


(o  extort  a  bribe,  aad  to 


bU  aolint  oa  (h*  asamptlvB  Ibitwew*!*  adiTtdad  po^ 
(TnwA  and  BritU^)  and  that  a  davoUoB  ta  iM  ar  Ik  •*• 
at  e(  th*i*  pow*i%  and  net  a  aautliiiaat  of  Amtrli  laliia- 
alllr,  waolhaaelanleoroorpeUor.    naBMSlDdlT<<lk 

asiwertatb*  Pnaldent^  Bpeecliwaaa  rx^MroplTUiII 
Ihla  oDtraga  aad  Inanlt  Aad  tba  r«-eebe*d  OiidKiHin  ^ 
protestion  -  to  Ua  aa<ml  ri^Ui  ^wiiaaqi,' vn  alt  itit 
)Ml  In  Kaelt  ud  gaOad  for  br  the  seHdoB,  bat  m  dM  I* 
Uia  paranuJ  ohaiactara,  tha  dLfal^  a&d  daaaran  of  Ika  taa 
i«pala*d  lUnleun,  <lCiMn.  FlsekaaT  aad  HanMU  it ' 
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adl«&H  dttilmtion  of  jonr  i^mlon,  tluU  tbapol- 
kj  if  utmdiag  tnd  inr^janlmg  oui  meuam  sf 
iian,  tai  tti«  adofitiou  with  pndent  fonaght  at 
kA  i^tunittol  niMnn*  n  may  ba  exp«ilieiit  for 
aSSag  ((irtfa  tin  eiuigiu  of  our  coontcy,  vlwTaTW 
tte  uthail  eiigencie*  mn  requin^  irlwllier  oo  tlM 
tua  m  im  onr  own  tenwny,  will  ^«"«"^  joar 
■HtnMvUBtWiitioa. 

It  Oe  oM  tim«,  I  take  iha  Hbar^  to  auan  TOO, 
fttU  bi  nj  n^lut  •ndeKTor,  Uiat  no  fUnmj 
iirfMi«  dttU  leiiiw  ma  into  an  abandomnent  a 
Ik  rigte  vUdi  baloDg  to  the  Dnlted  Stala^  ai  a 
tottd  iadnaidant  natarm 


UtODAT,  DMember  81. 
Ssnnl  oUwr  membeta,  vis:  bam  Ooimeet- 
iBn,JoB>ALLKir;  ud  from  Vlrgiitk,  Bunnti. 
].  OoBj,  and  Thomas  Olaiboknb,  q>peared, 
nd  took  dnir  sMtB  in  tbe  Hooae. 

Sentotutranet  <t/  Oeorfia. 
DCiuunoa  vob  uoninoBD  ruBiNBT— com- 
riunri  bxtknuitukb  nr  DERSDiiia  koith- 
■u  m>  tmiTHns  waosroBa  vbom  ihdux 


Hw  Home  then  imdveA  Itself  into  a  Oom- 
irittH  of  tba  Whole,  on  the  report  of  &  select 
eoDiDittee  on  the  Tepreeentation  and  remon- 
•ruee  <^  the  State  of  6eor^;  whiohwUTead 

mMowb: 


m^i—ititluu  and  iBiuuMtianee  cf  tbe  Ll^Jlatnie 

rfda  Stale  cfQeoif^a: 

"llata  MiWn  tract  of  eonntrr,  within  the  liniiti 
<f  OMigia,  bonndad  by  a  line  begtiuiing  at  the  foik 
«(  Ohbr  ud  Ocmnlgn  mren,  ud  thence  numii^ 
h  ■  Mtt-wert  direetam,  nntO  it  lotenect)  the  moat 
■Mboa  part  of  St.  HaxT*!  lUrcr,  dieDce  down  the 
rinr  la  Ae  eld  fine,  wm  eeded  by  the  Craak  natton 
if  Infinite  &e  aaU  State,  by  a  traa^heU  be- 
Imn  Ae  Canmi«dtDni</ Hid  Stsle,  and  ^  deck 
laStim  at  Gal^iiiitoD,  on  the  13th  of  Norenber, 
113^  which  taact  at  oomOzj  ynM,  by  the  Legilktue 
<t  mii  State,  foimed  into  a  ooonty,  by  tlia  name  of 
Tdiaaa  cooDtT ;  and  the  eaadon  tbeiM  waa  after- 
nid  eedhsMd,  at  >  treaty  hald  between  &e  Hnu 
tartia^  at  ShooldeilMme,  on  the  8d  day  of  Noren- 
W,1TM. 

'TeareonndttM  ftarAerieport,  tha^  bj  the  tieafa 
■a^  at  Now  Teak,  between  the  United  Slatea  and 
lhtCmkLi>UaiiB,bMrh«dala  cm  the  TOidayof 
i^m,  ITMl  a  botmdan  Una  waa  eatahlidied  be- 
tmn  tike  Mid  nation  «f  Infani  and  the  Uidtad 
Slah^  idientr  th*  ab«m  doaeribed  tout  oToooiitoT, 
■Mad  Taleaaaa  oom^,  waa  dedaied  to  be  widrin 
Hit  Isdua  tenitoiy. 

"Tba  *■"— i**—  hare  not  been  abletodieoiner 
Va  «ltat  principlei  the  nhnqoLihinaitt  of  the  teni- 
lOT  1/  the  State  (/  Georgia  waa  aooeded  to  on  flie 
part  of  the  United  State*;  it  b  tbetefon  to  be  pi»- 
npedlhat  it  waa  done  npoo  prindi' 


■naed  that  it  waa  done  npoo  prind^  of  general 
P^i^,  with  the  faittntion  of  eetabliuiing  a  pernio 
■at  peaea  between  Oa  United  Statea  and  Oa  aaid 
I.    Hwj  are,  thmfiir^  of  onnion  tbat  oom- 
ti«  e^jfat  to  ba  m^  to  the  State  of  Qaorria 
la  loa*  ef  tida  tanttcty,  ud  leeotninend  to  the 


Raolrtd,  That  the  United  Statea  will  make  dodk 
,  lation  to  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  for  the  Icn  and 
damage  mttained  by  that  State,  la  oanaeqniiiice  of 
die  GMon  or  the  oonnty  of  Taleaaee,  inada  to  tlia 
Creek  natioD,  by  tbe  Treaty  of  New  York,  nnlcai  It 
■hall  be  deemed  expedient  to  estingniah  the  Indian 
HUe  to  the  aaid  land." 

Ur.  BiLij>wiN  said,  he  ehonld  not  call  for  the 
reading  of  tlie  remanstrance,  as  it  had  already 
been  twice  road,  and  had  ala^been  paUished  in 
the  newspapers.  The  committee  in  their  report 
have  stated  each  parts  of  it  aa  they  thought  ne- 

17  to  lead  the  Honae  to  a  deoieion.    It  la 

at  onoe  to  relate  to  two  objeota:  what 
they  condder  aa  a  diamembennent  in  the  State, 
by  giving  hack  to  the  Indiana  a  district  of  oonn- 
try,  called  Taleaeee  county,  and  the  it^nrioos 
operation  of  the  act  fbr  regiuating  trade  and  in- 
teroonne  with  the  Indians.  He  waahimaelf  at 
New  York  at  the  time  when  the  treaty,  called 
the  Treaty  of  New  York,  waa  made ;  he  knew 
well  it  waa  with  great  concern  and  relactance 
that  the  Federal  Government  oonsented  to  an 
act  which  had  so  mnch  the  appearance  of  dis- 
membering a  State,  aa  giving  back  Tateeeee 
oonnty  to  the  Indians ;  hot  that  frontier  waa  ao 
extensive,  the  aavagee  who  border  upon  it  were 
ao  mnoh  more  nnmeroos  and  hostile  than  any 
othera  in  the  United  States,  that  they  were  in* 
duoed  to  d^iaent  for  a  time  to  the  rdinqnlsh- 
ment  of  that  district  to  them,  as  the  connter- 
part  of  all  the  other  oonditlona  which  they  ob- 
tained in  that  treaty.  He  was  rare  it  waa  at 
that  time  their  expectation  and  Aetaga  to  have 
before  now  peaceably  repnn^used  it  of  the  In- 
dians. The  act  waa  not  founded  on  any  defect 
In  the  right  of  the  State  to  that  ooimty ;  bnt  a 
short  time  before,  three  Oommianonera,  viz: 
0«n.  lioooln,  Jndve  Griffin,  a  former  member 
of  Oongreea,  and  Mr.  Hnmphreya,  who  ia  now 
oar  Uniater  at  Madrid,  were  aent  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  that  frontier,  and  to  form  trea- 
ties with  the  neighboring  tribee;  they  were  un- 
wearied in  the  execution  of  their  tnut,  visited 
Uie  frontier  in  persoD,  collected  the  Indian 
ohteA  to  meet  tnem  there,  to  leam  what  in- 
formation they  oonld  give;  tiiey  ofterwarda  re- 
toned  to  the  seat  of  Government  of  Georgia, 
and  examined  the  treaties,  lawa,  and  Jonrrwls, 
and  ezantfned  individuals  on  oath,  ao  aa  to  ob- 
t^  all  the  Intomation  that  it  was  poa^te  to 
proenre,  Ui  the  R>ot.  On  thdr  retnm  th^ 
made  a  qtedal  and  verr  friS  report,  a  oopr  c« 
wincjt  bontheflkacfUMHooae,  and,  witnont 
donbt,  ia  to  be  regarded  on  thoae  anUeots  aa  a 
doenment  paramonnt  to  every  thing  else,  at  the 
time  it  waa  made.  This  document  leavea  no 
donbt  of  the  Mmees  of  the  tnuuaotion  In  the 
treaties  of  17BS  and  1786,  in  which  this  Tales- 
see  oonnty  waa  pnrchaaed  and  ooutuned,  as 
atated  hy  uie  committee.  The  giving  it  bac^ 
by  tfie  subsequent  Treaty  of  Kew  Tork,  rested 

only  on  the  importance  and  urgency  of  the 

ease,  aa  the  only  poeaible  means  of  obtaining 

peaoBL 
On  tha  other  point  oontdned  In  tlM  remon- 
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Etranoe,  vix:  the  injnnoiis  op«ration  ot  the  l&w 
respecting  trade  and  interoonrse  with  th«  Indian 
tribes,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now  to 
make  niany  obeervotionB,  the  report  of  the  oom- 
inittee  was,  that  tt  Bhonld  be  revised  and 
Amended ;  as  that  law  expiree  hj  its  own  Umi- 
tation  with  this  session,  it  is  a  sn^eot  tiiat  must 
be  taken  np,  and  at  that  time  he  abould  nibmit 
to  the  oonBideration  of  the  Honse  the  variona 
inittere  which  seemed  to  impress  themsalTea  so 
strongly  apon  the  minds  0t  his  conatitnents. 

Hr.  fi.  sud,  the  report  of  the  oommittee  waa 
peoallarly  grateful  to  him,  and  he  hoped  the 
eonflrmation  of  it  by  Oongreas  would  be  so  to 
his  oonstitoenta,  because  the  indiTidoala  who 
composed  the  committee  were  bo  lung  and  so 
well  known  in  the  United  Statee,  that  their  re- 
port will  be  likely  to  have  a  great  efibct  in 
nnallj  settling  the  minds  of  people  on  those  old 
Bttbjecta  of  reproach  and  discord,  especially  aa 
it  is  in  direct  oonformity  with  the'  copiotu  re- 
port of  tlie  three  Ooramiaaioners  who  examined 
into  the  same  snttject  on  the  spot,  as  he  bad  be- 
fore mentioned.  This  appeared  to  him  to  bo  a 
matt«r  of  great  importance. 

From  the  close  of  tbe  Bevolntion  to  the  prea- 
ent  time,  these  reproaches  have  always  been  at 
the  threshold,  to  encoanter  every  thing  that  waa 
proposed  in  behalf  of  that  growing  and  impor- 
tant part  of  the  United  States.  The  Bevolation 
had  raged  there  to  snob  a  degree,  and  Ifae  miods 
of  men  were  so  embittered  agaiiut  each  other, 
that  it  required  more  than  the  naoal  time  for 
them  to  lay  aside  the  Serceneea  of  their  bostil- 
tty.  Though  their  enemies  were  driven  from 
them,  vet  tiiey  were  not  driven  be^nd  the  re- 
coil oi  their  resentment;  This,  Joined  to  the 
disappointment  of  some  pecuuBry  enterpriaea 
of  individnala  for  gun,  had  been  the  oaose  of 
those  malignant  torrenta  of  reproach  which  have 
bnt  too  long  poured  forth  npon  the  greater  part 
of  th^  oonncils,  and  npon  the  most  distin- 
gidshed  of  their  pablic  servanta. 

It  waa  well  known  to  hioi.  and  to  some  who 
heard  Um,  that  their  calls  for  protection  on  a 
very  exteiuire  and  very  torbolnt  frontier,  had, 
till  within  these  few  yeara,  always  been  repelled 
with  reproaches,  that  they  had  never  been  any 
thing  bnt  an  expense ;  were  totally  delinqnent 
in  bearing  the  burdens  of  the  Revolation ;  that 
they  had  been  carried  throngh  entirely  at  the 
expense  of  the  other  States;  and  that  they 
ought  not  now  to  be  protected  anv  father  tlU 
they  were  willing  to  pay  reqnintionL  When 
this  reproach  was  wiped  off  by  the  report  of 
the  General  Board  of  Oommisdonera,  on  ttke 
settlement  d  the  whole  aoconnt  of  the  old  co- 
partnership of  the  Oon&deralioii,  and  the  very 
small  nomber  ther«^  at  that  time,  appeared  to 
have  done  the  proportion  of  the  whole  nnmber 
by  the  census  which  was  the  rule  of  the  settle* 
ment,  and  to  have  reimbursed  the  great  delin- 
quency of  the  loan  officers  appointed  by  Con- 
gress, for  which  they  were  made  acoountable, 
still  they  were  told  they  must  protect  them- 
sdvea,  for  U^y  wmiged  the  Indiana  oat  of  their 


lands,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  thdr  loflkriB^ 
It  appears  now,  in  the  reenlt,  that  thay  titT« 
always  disdiarged  aH  their  Federal  obUgstiaBi, 
and  much  more,  and  instead  of  getdng  twij 
the  lands  from  the  Indians,  the  ladians  Ime 
got  away  their  land^  and  they  cannot  g«t  them 

He  believed  there  could  not  be  mndi  doobt 
left  bnt  that  the  principles  cont^ned  in  the  Tt> 

Krt  of  the  oommittee  were  jnst  and  proper. 
eae  had  been  to  him  for  nuuy  yeutvtfT 
sore  ol^eots;  the  position  in  which  he  eoosidgt- 
ed  them  immovahiy  flx«d  gave  him  great  pleas- 
ure. His  constitnenta  had  not  aeat  him  here  to 
play  the  champion.  He  thought  it  oodd  oot 
oe  denied  that  there  waa  some  ground  for  th^ 
to  triumph  over  those  who  had  m  long  viMtd 
and  abased  them.  He  begged  leave  still  Al^ 
ther  to  urge  the  measures  recommended  by  iIm 
committee,  ftom  the  conaldentioa  of  the  fluO 
expenditores  which  have  been  made  on  that 
frimtier,  in  proportion  to  the  othera. 

The  aoooonta  of  the  miUtary  eipenditnre*  <m 
Uie  nmlhem  frontiers,  were  now  num  thsn  l«a 
milUoiu  (tf  dollars.  This  had  been  began,  and 
prindpally  originated  from  a  regnlar  eipedilioD 
to  destroy  a  viUage  of  fbgitive  lodiaos,  who 
committed  d^redadoQS  on  the  Dwlbwn  fron- 
tier; a  rimilar  village  on  tiie  toothem  tKUiet, 
called  the  Ohehaw,  was  also  destined  bjtbl 
Gtovemment  for  a  similar  expedition;  bnt  tht 
measure  fuled  in  the  Legislature,  and  that  trad- 
tier  waa  left  to  protect  themselves.  This  bu 
been  done;  the  fugitives  in  that  village  hvt 
been  driven  off  by  a  party  of  volunteoi.  Be 
believed  the  whole  amount  of  military  eip«>- 
ditnres  on  that  frontier,  till  the  time  ot  eii&« 
peace  with  the  Indians,  did  not  exceed  a  our- 
ter  of  ft  milli(«i,  and  nearly  one  htmdred  lace- 
sand  of  that  the  militia  hod  now  beoi  kept  out 
of  for  four  or  five  years ;  thotigfa  be  hoped  lad 
trusted  they  wonld  not  modi  longer  have  caM 
of  complaint  on  that  head.  After  the  cbswra* 
tions  wnich  he  had  made,  he  thooght  no  ifdkf 
gy  waa  neeeaaary  for  some  apparent  hantaai 
in  the  language  of  the  remonatranoe. 

As  to  the  oourae  which  it  is  proper  to  punoa 
in  granting  relief  on  the  snlyect,  be  bad  oot 
much  to  s^.  He  yfaa  coufident  the  e^ieeta- 
tions  of  the  Stole  were  not  nnreaaenable;  be 
was  snre  they  would  be  satiafied  with  aav  ifr 
salt  which  could  be  oonadered  as  iUr  and  hon- 
orable; and  his  confidence  in  the  House  forbade 
him  to  sappose  for  a  moment  that  It  oonld  be 
broaght  to  any  oth^'.  The  course  reoomnMod- 
ed  by  the  committee  in  their  reaolhtioa  nor 
mider  oonaderation,  is  either  to  make  eoenea- 
aatioQ  to  the  State  for  the  land  which  has  mm 
relinquished,  and  for  the  damagea  which  th«y 
have  sustained,  or  else  to  repurchase  that  dis- 
trict or  another  district,  on  that  frontier,  t^ 
equal  value.  He  a^d  he  had  lud  on  the  table 
a  certificate  from  the  Sorveyor  Qeneral  of  tbet 
State,  taken  at  that  time,  as  to  the  length  of  the 
Unea  enotoaing  that  distJiot,  end  the  pcobtbU 
contents  of  it    If  the  r^ort  al  the  erauiltte* 
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Aodd  b«  igroed  to,  a  biU  mif^t  be  reported  in 
MtKnni^  to  one  or  the  other,  or  all  of  those 
prindidM,  M  mi^t  be  thought  proper.  He 
m  ontHted  b  leavtog  it  to  the  jodgmeDt  of 

On  tlN  mD  of  Hr.  Bbookb,  the  repreeentalioii 
nd  remmiitruioe  were  read.    After  wbiob, 

Mr.  Cuwuii  moved  that  the  oommittee 
ni|tit  rite,  Kith  a  view  of  postponing  tlda  Biib- 
JEct  tfll  the  Dezt  eeeeion  of  Congrew.  He 
mnigfat  the  Uognago  of  the  remonatrance  too 
<ictait  lod  indecorons  to  olaim  attention  from 
Sk  Eonse.  Tliis  opli^on  was  also  Bopported  t^ 
It.  DiBi.  Kenre.  Batibd  and  N;  Smith 
TtM  thi«  motion  to  prerail,  beoanse  they 
inbiti  the  propria^  of  the  rqiort,  and  mp- 
ImJ  tb«re  would  not  be  time  ^oron^W  to 
iTMligite  the  barioMB  dnring  thia  M«rion. 

On  (b«  other  hand,  Uewra.  PmoKirKT,  Bttt- 
iraoi,  HiKRB,  Gaixatut,  Vkhablx,  W.  Olai- 
Mci,  J,  Pakkxb,  and  Maoox,  were  agaiiut  the 
pottpooement  The  olijection  to  thelangQage, 
it  WM  ^d,  was  ont  of  time.  If  mode  at  all,  it 
ngbt  to  have  been  made  when  the  remon- 
«nace  wu  preaentad;  that  some  allowanoe 
<n^t  to  be  made  /or  the  langooge,  as  it  ap- 
pend b)  hare  been  drawn  in  a  moment  of  pas- 
wn;  thai  If  the  cWm  was  jast,  it  ooght  not  to 
»  rejWed  because  it  waa  made  in  improper 
^^  especially,  rince  the  Legislatnre  of 
MOfpi  were  not  tiie  only  persona  concerned, 
H  tht  inhabitants  on  tie  frontier,  while  this 
■l|)ect  ii  nndedded,  are  anffering  eeyerely  from 
Ib^  eroeltiee  and  depredations. 

Tie  qiMetion  fbr  leave  to  be  given  to -the 
•wmittee  to  rit  again,  was  carried  by  00  vot«e, 

TmnAT,  Jamiaiy  8, 1T99. 
Ir^remnmt  qf  Seamm, 
Ihe  feDowiog  Meaeage  was  reoeived  from  the 
™«n»DT  01 THK  UirnvD  Statm  : 

a  wipfimo  with  tout  dedie,  azpnaed  In  yoor 
"«<)»  cf  the  3d  of  thii  month,  1  lay  Mbra  yra 
IB  tibaet  ff  a  letter  £Nim  George  C.  Horton,  aotinB 
Cwal  rf  lbs  United  Statei  at  Havana,  dated  tb> 
™  rf  Vimmba',  1798,  to  the  Secietaij  of  SUte, 
fa  >  Mn  «f  ■  letter  from  bim  to  L,  Tienvant  sod 
viDwii  fbrniaat,  Eiq).,  with  thsir  eiuwor.  Althm^ 
rw  m^it  ntond*  no  fnrtliBr  than  to  inch  infor- 
^»  M  hai  been  recdved,  yat  it  may  be  a  aatls- 
™» to  jDQ  ts  know  Uiat  aa  «ood  aa  thia  intelll- 
PW  »M  oommtmfeatal  to  me,  dreolar  orton  wotb 
^'^  bj  my  dtrectioD,  to  all  the  commanden  of  our 
^^  cf  war ;  a  em  of  which  I*  alao  herewith 
™B>tMiL  lalaodlnctthiiintelliganot  andtheie 
mnta  bg  wammmioated  to  Hia  Oitamiio  IbJMtv'i 
»^  EUnoidiiuiy  and  ICnMer  Pletdpotantlaiy  to 
Ui  UioMd  Slata^  andtaenrltiiiliteiPlcak^taiilu? 
B  UB  Cooit  of  Great  Britain,  with  imtnctioni  to 
1^  b  mak*  the  praaa  repteaenCatiim  tq  that  Gov- 
BSDcnt  Bpoa  thii  *iih}eot 

It  n  but  joaaee  to  uy  that  this  Ii  tha  firatbutanoe 
■  n^ebariiw  of  any  of  the  Briliah  offlceia  towarda 
°w^^  rf  war,  that  haiooroo  to  m j  knowfedga. 
"«wiag  to  afl  the  mpreamLaHuM  thatlhava  leaa, 


the  flag  of  the  United  Statai,  W  thc^  offieen  and 
men,  have  been  tnatad  by  Oe  civil  and  adlftarv 
aothori^  <£  the  Biitiah  natton,  in  Nora  Sootia,  the 
Wait  India  Idanda  and  on  the  ocean,  with  nnifonn 
oivili^,  pditensai,  and  Mendahip.  I  have  do  donbt 
"--  ■^-  ant  initanee  of  miaoondoot  wOI  be  nadlly 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Jam.  8,  ITVa. 


To  thi  CoaoKimden  ^  Armed  VtmU  M  the  tirwiet  tf 
(k    TrnKd  SMa  ,  gam  at  tta  Nam  Dtparimaa, 

Sra:  It  lathapeaiavaeccunandof  the  pRiautaar. 
diat  on  no  pretenoa  whatever,  yon  penult  tho  pobllo 
vaaacl  of  war  nndei  vonr  command  to  be  detaioad,  or 
aeaiched,  nor  any  of  the  offlcen  or  meo  belonging  to 
her  to  be  taken  from  ber,  by  tha  ahipa  or  vtaaela  of 
uij  foretgD  nadon,  aa  long  as  yon  ara  in  a  capaci^ 
to  repel  anch  oatnge  on  the  honor  of  the  American 
Sag.  If  force  should  be  exerted  to  cranpal  yonr  anb- 
miuloii,  yon  are  to  leiiat  that  force  to  tha  atmoat  of 
jiinr  power,  and  when  oveipowered  by  aoperior  Ibrce, 
yon  are  to  atrike  year  flag,  and  Ihn*  yield  your  veaael, 
aa  well  aa  toot  men ;  bnt  never  your  man  wtthool 
yonr  TeaaeL 

Yon  win  remember,  howorer,  that  yonr  demeanor 
be  leapeetftll  and  friendly  to  tha  veneli  and  people  o( 
all  naliona  in  amit^  with  the  United  Statea ;  iJA  that 
yon  avtdd  aa  carelally  the  oanunisaiDn  of,  as  the  rob- 
mlaalon  to,  ioanlt  or  fqjnry. 

I  have  the  bonco'  to  be,  lir,  yonr  obedient  aervant, 
BEN.  STODDERT. 

Letters  which  accompanied  the  above  Ifefr- 
sage: 
Ssttnet  <if  a  iMar  from  Otorgt  C  Jforion,  oeffaf 

Comnd  lif  tit*   Vtultd  Smlm  at  lit  Bapma,  ialti 

Oen  tic  18(1  NoMmier,  179S,  to  (k  Seir^arj  of 

State. 

"By  the  delagaticii  of  Daniel  Hawley,  Eaq.,  I  am 
at  preaent  actiii2  aa  Conanl  of  the  United  Stato*  in 
thia  diatrioC,  with  which  he  will  moat  probably  have 


American  fleet  nnder  the  eonvoy  of  die  Baltimore 

aloop-of-war, Ptullipa,   Eaq.,  commander,  by  a 

Btitudi  aqnaidron,  off  thia  harbor,  accompanied  with 
dninmalaDcee  rather  gratfav  totba  feelii^  of  Amer- 
icana, and  by  no  meana  anuogoai  to  that  good  har- 
mony wMch  ■iiinii  to  anbdat  between  the  two  Oov- 

"  Tha  anawer  of  Meaoe,  Treaevant  and  Hmmon* 

my  annexed  note  of  the  17th  inatant,  reqneeting 

eiaet  relation  of  Ae  oaonrrenaa,  will  I  pietntne 

be  deemed  aa  impartial  a  nairatioo  aa  can  be  given 


the  Baltimore. 

Hr.  Morton  adds,  that  Commodore  Loring  ordered 
the  flfty-fin  men  ont  of  tha  Baltimore  "  on  board  of 
hia  ahip,  pnTioos  to  any  pn^ioeal  of  eiehanging  the 
natives  of  one  nation  for  thoaa  of  the  other,  and  r^ 
tained  fiva  of  the  hands  aa  being  Britiah  anljecta, 

without  giving  an  eqnslnnmberofAr'' ""  — 

he  aeknowle^ed  to 


si  nnmber  ofAmericana,  whom 


Havaka,  JVomnkr,  17,  1768. 

. I  acting  Amaicao  Coniul  for  thia 

d^  and  diatriotj  and  of  eonrae  obliged  to  forward  the 
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moM  oonect  tt&tem«at  poMble  to  tha  Qoremmant 
of  tb«  Uniwd  3tat«e  offioUllr,  I  iroold  bag  th«  f»To( 
of  yon,  geDtlemen,  to  foiniih  ma  with  ftn  ezaot  idm- 
tiOD,  Dndra  joar  uguatnTes,  of  the  unplemwiit  oooor- 
nnca  which  took  pkc«  off  Ae  Hoio  Cutis  od  tha 
IGth  fiuMot^  bj  which  faa  nfH  mooh  oblige, 


Hatua,  JVowvBcr  18,  I79B. 

Six  1  AgreBably  to  jma  leqnett,  ws  now  commit 
to  wiittng  the  belt  aceoimt  tn  us  able  to  glre  70a 
oT  the  eondnot  of  Captain  Luring,  ComniodorB  of  the 
Britiah  HiuJnni  which  wu  lately  off  the  Horo^ 
towardi  the  United  Statei  ahip  Baltimora.  We  moat 
obnive,  however,  that  all  we  nan  laj  of  it  is  from 
the  InfonnatiiiD  trf'  C^>t«iii  Phillip*,  m  we  wan  not 
OD  hoard  the  Baltimora  when  iha  wa*  Tidied  t^ 
Capt«n  L.'i  ofBoen. 

In  the  mKcing  of  the  16th  {lutant,  wa  dinorend 
thia  lanadron  when  wa  were  in  oght  of  the  Horo, 
toA  an«rwudi  found  it  wu  oooipaeed  of  Captain 
Loring')    ship,  the   Camado,  of  74   gnns;  Cantain 

'a  ahip,  the  ThoDduer,  of  the  aama  ftnroa  ;  Cw- 

taJn  Dobaon'i  ahip,  tha  Qaeea,  of  98  gona ;  Captain 
DoDDellf'B  fHgMe,  the  Uaidatona,  of  S3  nna ;  and 
Captain  Baidj'i  bigate  the  Gi^lKmnd,  of  the  nme 
(btM.  We  were  pamiigen  in  the  hiig  Noifdik, 
CapMn  Bidler,  wUeb,  togeAar  iriUt  the  dite  EhM, 
Capttm  Baai,  and  tha  bf&  IMeadi^  Oqitilii  Fal- 
ter, were  rat  off  from  thtSr  antreoM  into  port,  and 
were  all  made  prina  within  gnnAot  <tt  na  Moro. 
Wo  obtidned  lane  to  RO  on  board  Iha  Baiamore  wldi 
oor  baggage,  and  did  an.  When  Cutain  FUIlipa 
diaooTered  th^  wen  Engliih  ahip*,  (which  wu  befoie 
we  were  taken,)  ha  atood  towarda  them,  ud  qake 
die  Gammodora.  After  we  got  on  board  the  Balti- 
more, tile  Captain  infioTned  na  that  he  had  boea  an 
board  the  CHiiatio,  and  the  Commodore  told  him  he 
ihonld  take  out  of  the  Baltlmoie  all  inch  ram  ai 
had  not  Amerloan  pioleatloiM ;  that  ha  had 


mof  naaiij 


deftneeleM  ttate,  and  woold  deprive 

allliiamen,uiiMaTenftoieirtio  wef  , 

ieaiu^  or  at  leaal  ytty  few  of  them,  oooU  ahow  pro-' 
tectioiu^  beoann  tt  wa*  alwaji  thought  that  our  flag 
00  boaid  of  •  Gonnment  tbip,  wia  a  anfficient 
proteotioa,  AH  thla,  faowerer,  wu  Togai  ic  v^n. 
Obtain  P.  rBtnriMd  to  Ua  aUpi  and  the  Commodore 
Mot  an  offiocr  on  boaid  the  BaldmiBe,  who  carried 
awHaftj-fiveofharmentotheCaiuatio.  C^itaiii 
I^iii%aiemeIiiadinenaotBtioii  that  neariy  all  the 
te«t  wonld  be  taken  &om  him;  but  whether  the 
Commodore,  npon  lefleolion,  tbooght  better  of  it,  or 
wliatoTer  dee  night  ha*e  been  hia  motive,  he  »nt 
back  fUW,  and  kqit  fire,  among  whom  wu  the  thip'i 
boatswam.  C^itaJn  Loring  propoeed  to  give  ap  a 
mimher  of  Ameiioan  aeamen,  who,  he  aai^  wen  in 
hii  flee^  if  Captain  P.  would  give  him  Engliah  inh- 
ject*  for  them.  Captain  P.  refbied  thia  o9br,  and 
the  American  aeamen  wen  not  deliveied  to  him. 
Befon  any  of  the  men  wen  letomed,  ha  aent  a 
meaaage  to  Caplajn  P,  to  let  Mm  know  if  he,  or 


pdnt  out  who  were  Amerioant  and  who  weie  oot,lH 
would  return  all  Iha  American* ;  bnt  tUi  wii  da- 
cUsed  alao.  After  we  got  on  board  tha  Bahimon^ 
'  n  nnt  •  latter  to  Captds  P.  whkdi  ha  iknnd  to  ^ 
which  the  Ccmmodon  "  demanded  "  OaX  In  wddU 
give  up  all  the  BrilUi  aatgeMa  on  board  du  Haiti- 
man.  To  tbi*,  Captain  P.  t^^lied  tbat  he  otnld  sot 
know  anj  of  lila  men  u  Britiah  anhjed^  nar  cgdd 
'--   ■  -    *      ahip.  In  Om  aerrice  oftte 


ordera  tolake  anTnmnber  of  liIaiiMS,haabanldaot 
oppoae  it  In  thia  anawer,  Capt^n  P.  mentiined  he 
ihonld  la;  before  the  ExeentiTe  of  dw  Uldtel  9tatH 
afhllaecoiint  ofOieooonmnoeeofthed^.  Shn^ 
after  wwiHlTig  dii*  leidy,  the  ttnadnm  'tat  a^  and 
left  Iha  Banimora.  C<nnmadoie  L.  ww  Tai]>  pcSle 
to  Q^  and  wee  ao  to  Captain  P.  wliea  he  went « 
board  |  bnt  Captain  P.  oomplainai  «f  iadaiHit  b»- 


I£WIS  TBQEVAKT, 
WIL  TDOIONS. 
O.  C.  HoBTOB,  Eaq., 

Via  Cbwal  of  At  U.  B.  at  Batam. 


IfoHVAT,  Jmnaiy  14. 
EswABD  Lrmroflioir,  from  New  Tack,  tfh 
peared,  and  took  hia  n&t. 

MoBSAT,  Jannaiy  SI, 

Intanoune  vith  .TVumw,  and  Iter  Mm3i. 
ButDoiohqo. 

The  fonrth  eeoUon  of  the  Ull  to  Bo^eod  tlui 
intaroonTse  being  roAa  condderation, 

Mr.  NioBoUfl  said,  tliera  are  bodw  wtvda  is 
this  HeoCioa  Pn  itaUoal  whkh  bo  did  not  iiiide> 
stand,  and  if  he  oonldnot  got  an  explanation  of 
them  in  any  other  way,  he  would  move  to  utiAe 
than  onL  Th^  are  not  bi  tha  tarmv  Iw; 
and  they  are  rarf  tXttoA'n,  Tber  go  to  tt^ 
that  a  man  in  anthwitr  la  oo»  of  tbew  idaodii 
be  Us  antbtctt^  aa  Umlted  aa  H  xaaj,  nt^aute 
an  agreement  on  tlw  inl(teot  of  intereomwdit 
foment  from  what  he  ii  anthorind  to  do  b;  A* 
Bepnblio  of  France,  and,  In  that  oaw,dM  idnd 
ia  to  be  open  fix-  our  oomoMroe.  HewUed 
fbr  Bome  Infbrmation  on  thia  aattJeot. 

Ur.  B.  Smith  onderatood,  that  tbeieaaoaw^ 
these  worda  had  been  introdnced  inta  the  tall 
was,  in  order  to  meet  the  osee  otBxBpu^H^*  It 
was  well  known  tbat  ft  new  agent  tud  aaoceed- 
od  HedoQville  tbeie;  that  he  haa  published  a 
proolamation,  staling,  that  notwithatandiiigtte 
d«oree  of  the  Fr«iioh  Bepabli<\  wbi^  findi 
the  Beimie  (rf  all  AmeriMD  wmmIb  and  iM 
cargoes,  whenever  ther«  ihall  be  fbond  on  boM 
an  artiole  of  British  mannftetnr^  be  WW  n- 
tbotized  to  suspend  that  deei«e  so  £v  m  rdatai 
to  Tesaelseoming  to  tliat  island.  A]>d,)fr.EMid, 
if  any  agent  in  tboVeit  Indiea  oonld  gire  l«■l^ 
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UKw  M  no  ewtore  should  take  pUoe  from  the 
iilud  of  which  ao  is  Gorernor,  then  the  Pbibi- 
HST  liull  be  sathorued  to  open  our  oommeroe 
Ttii  ihtt  Muid,  It  wu  on  tliiB  KToand  that 
1h  hid  Ana  his  oonsent  to  tliia  olftnM  of  the 

bin. 

Hr.  Ni«oufl  asldi  if  tbe  eUnw  were  intand- 
id  loiMrt  the  we  to  whioh  the  gentleman  had 
lUnded,  the  agent  bad  bis  powera  from  the 
Fnod  Gorenutten^  and  vh^erw  he  did  most 
b  Muidered  as  done  bj  that  Goremmant,  on- 
til  hit  power  shall  be  leToked:  bnt  aa  tbe  ohnse 
iMd,  U  mnld  aalliorue  the  Fbuidxbt  to  treat 
*i(li  morpav;  not  merely  with  pwaons  in  pow- 
ir,  bat  with  an;  pefsmia  baruw  momentarr 
joMtBOBof  «  plaoe,and  be  ooud  not  agree 
toneiiapfiDOu^  Whv,  aaked  Hr.  N.,  WW 
tbii  liw  oRginaU;  paaaedt  Was  it  not  an  oi^ 
itr  to  Wag  Fraooe  to  twma  bj  distrearing  her 
Umdat  expose  France  dtonU  laj  to  one  of 
bar  ^enta  in  the  West  Indies,  "Ton  ahsll  be 
ntkrisMi  to  make  ft  BtipalBticni  with  the  United 
Etaiet  to  take  <tf  tbe  saspeiiRMi  of  intcrconrse 
^Ui  ra^eot  (0  yonr  Island."  WonU  not  this 
it  to  loknowledge  that  tliere  oar  legolation 
luidMd  her  >  Aod  wonld  not  tlie  opening  iV 
■ottfonrse  widi  endi  a  l^aoe,  bj  relieviiig  tbe 
Alnma  ot  EYance,  defeat  tlte  original  inten- 
licnaf  the  lawt  [Mr.  Haxpbb  ashed  If  there 
nssD7  qBesdoD  befbr«  the  o<»nniitteel]  Ur. 
S.  aid  he  mmld  make  <»ie  bf  moving  to  sfarihe 
nttluisaotkHL*  A  elanae  (^  this  kind,  Mr.  K. 
■id,  hsld  mt  so  biTttation  to  agents  to  abandon 
fixireanntry,  and  to  set  np  Govermnentaof  th^ 
onL  If  tt  were  to  operate  oolj  in  a  jpartlal 
■user,  Sx  the  relief  t^  snob  of  the  French 
i>l*f>ds  as  are  ao  fiu-  diab«SMd  as  that  tbe  Got- 
MiMOt  shoold  be  wining  to  reabvin  her  depre- 
iilioBa,  so  &r  an  rdated  to  those  partlcnilar 
[Isce^  where  wiE  be  the  efficsener  of  the  law  af- 


tenrirdtt  ItwiH  imlrproTeabnrdeainion 
on citixais,witfaoatuqiiriDg France.  Ifweare 
bbsTeafroa  trade  with  the  Vest  Indies^  why 
dtprire  tobftDOO  planters  of  going  immediately  to 
th*  oountrr  wbare  tbe  article  is  oonsnmed,  in- 
Md  of  gaiag  throi^  Spaio,  and  by  other  dr- 
nitoasronteat  But  the  other  Bq»eot  of  the  bill, 
Hr-  H.  sali  waa  the  most  extraordinary  and 
suqniaoabliB  be  over  saw.  It  authorized  the 
IwDOT  to  troat  with  penons  "  clsiming  an- 
t^oity."  This  providon  may  [m>dnoe  oonse- 
fuuss  the  most  fiUoL  Bnppoeeany  oftheist- 
udi  make  a  smiarate  negotiation  with  this 
MmDy;  wbatwiU  be  the  e&ot  of  onr  having 
1^  enticed  them  tt>  disobey  their  Oovem- 
oeDtt  Win  this  Qorermnent  notbe  ebargesble 
irith  hsTing  aaeintod  tn  d«taobing  suob  a  oolony 
ficmitsGoTermnentt  And  if  Ba,oon]d  sny 
thiiig  sflbrd  a  more  lasting  csnw  for  war  than 
•B  set  of  this  kind  (  Iftberebeanydispodtitm 
is  the  Fkencb  OoremnMSit  to  treat,  (which, 
^Dwerer,  tlba  Beorctan  of  State  denies,)  a  con- 
dnct  at  this  kind  wonld  eSbctnaUy  root  it  ont, 
Hd  there  conld  be  no  treaty — no  peaoe  between 
Dm  two  coimtriea— for  yean  to  oome.  If  gen- 
faun,  tbanAwe,  can  give  no  better  ezplana- 


Ca.  wB. 

tion  of  this  danse  than  has  already  been  g^ven, 
he  hoped  it  wonld  be  stricken  oat- 
Mr.  Oris  did  not  believe  that  a  more  ni^Dstl< 
fiable  Jealousy  ever  entered  the  heated  imagina- 
tion d  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  than  that 
which  ooonpiee  it  at  this  moment.  He  seems  to 
think  that  this  section  of  the  bill  is  intended 
only  to  enoonrage  nsarpation  and  rebellion, 
whereas  a  slight  attenlitHi'  shonld  convince  him, 
that  when  any  one  of  tbe  French  fdands  or  d^ 
pendendea  revolt  and  declare  fbr  independence, 
neitlier  the  law  passed  the  last  eesraon  nor  this 
bill  will  apply  to  snch  s  case.  In  sach  sn  event, 
there  is  notmng  in  the  existing  laws  to  prevent 
onr  carrying  cm  a  free  trade  with  snch  revolted 
island.  If  attention  be  paM  to  the  first  seoUon 
of  the  bill,  it  will  be  seen  to  apply  only  to 
each  places  as  are  nnder  the  acknowledged  gov- 
ernment of  France ;  and  the  moment  a  place  is 
no  lonaer  nnder  her  government,  both  the  ex- 
isting Mw  and  this  section  Imoome  nnll  with  re* 
■peottotbat  place,  and  a  new  relation  wonld 
be  created  which  wonld  be  i<«nlated  nnder  the 
law  ctf  naUont.  If  a  rebelHon  of  this  kind 
should  break  ont,  it  wooM  become  a  qneedon 
to  what  extent  we  onght  to  csrry  on  commerce 
with  tbe  rebellions  place ;  snd  we  shonld  then 
be  governed  by  existiw  droamstanoee.  II  we 
should  be  at  war  with  fWnce,  we  shonld  donbt- 
leea,  said  Mr.  O.,  avail  onrwlvee  of  the  trade  to 
its  nill  extent,  without  reepeot  to  her  wishes  I 
bnt  if  an  accommodation  of  difi^rences  shonld 
be  effected,  and  the  mother  oonntry  shonld  pro- 
hibit all  trade  with  the  revoltera,  it  is  not  pre- 
samkble  that  this  Qoveniment  wonld  ssnotion 
any  commerce  that  wonld  provoke  a  war,  or 
protect  adventnrers  from  the  snznre  and  confls- 
cation  of  their  property. 

Bnt  it  is  not  enongh,  observed  itr.  0.,  to  say 
that  (Ills  section  doea  not  relate  to  rebellions  colo- 
nies ;  it  is  merely  a  provirion  to  meet  snch  condi- 
tJona  as  the  sgents  of  the  Execntive  Directory  are 
entitled  to  toaka,  consistently  with  their  alle- 
giance to  thdr  own  country — Httch  at  least  as  they 
constantly  undertake  to  propose.  Without  aa- 
enming  to  define  the  powers  of  these  agents,  it 
was  very  clear  that  tney  have  undertaken  to 
dispMise  with  the  decrees  and  laws  of  the  Be- 
pnbllo,  whenever  the  exigendee  of  their  Gov- 
ernments have,  in  their  opinion^  made  it  neoeesa- 
ry  or  oonv^ent. 

At  St.  Domingo  and  at  Gnadalonpe,  the 
agents  seem  to  exercise  an  nnlimited  control 
over  the  trade  snd  maritime  conoems  of  those 
idanda.  He  presmned  they  had  a  discretionary 
ri^t  given  to  them  to  relax  or  snspend  many  rf 
the  decrees  of  the  mother  oonntry,  with  respect 
to  the  territory  they  are  appointed  to  govero. 
The  nniform  oondnot  of  Santhonai  and  Polvo- 
rel,  and  of  all  thftOommisaloners  at  St.  Domin- 
go, show  this  to  be  the  case ;  and  at  Gnada- 
fonpe,  Victor  Hngnes  has  proved  himself  to  be 
nouiing  less  than  a  despot  If  this  bill  passed, 
these  Ooomiisnoners  may  open  the  commeroe 
with  this  oonntry,  even  thongh  an  open 


atujnld  exist  between  this  nation  S 


f  EVanoe. 


dbyGoogle 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  R.] 


Dammgo. 


[Ju 


r,  1T9B. 


doaville,  the  kte  agent  at  Cape  Francois,  in  hia 
hand,  yrhieb  ahowa  tbBt  he  had  detemihied  to 
adopt  this  line  of  oondnct. 

[Mr.  0.  read  the  prooIamaticHi  whtoh  states 
that  neutral  ehips  and  cargoes,  that  proTiBioiu 
and  dry  goods,  shall  he  admitted  into  Bt.  Do- 
mingo in  American  hottoms,  that  tJiej  shall 
not  be  B^zed  when  destiaed  for  Frenoh  porta, 
'  bttt  pass  Qomolested  by  fVenoh  ondten  even  if 
war  should  break  out  between  the  mother  ooon- 
try  and  the  United  States.] 

Now,  sdd  Mr.  0^  the  intererta  of  thia  oonn- 
try,  aad  of  our  meroanttle  dtizens  in  particnlar, 


meet  these  advances.  Can  there  be  any  diffi- 
cnlty  in  ^ving  to  the  FassiDiirT  h  power  with 
respect  to  the  trade  with  a  part  of  the  French 
dominions,  which  he  at  present  poBseeses  over 
the  whole  I  GenUemen  nave  i^d  that  an  agent 
has  arrived  from  a  nsnrper  in  St.  Domingo. 
Ur.  0.  said  he  did  not  know  the  fact.  He 
Sii  not  know  of  anv  nsnrpw  in  St.  Domingo. 
He  behoved  Qeneral  Tonssaint  had  mooeeded 
Hedoaville  in  the  goTemmentof  that  island; 
that  he  had,  in  imitation  of  hia  eoperiors,  sent 
him  off  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  mother  coon- 
try  are  sent  off  those  who  may  be  ohnoiioas  to 
the  deaigns  of  the  reigning  and  the  strongest 
party.  Bnt  it  does  not  foUow  that  these  mess- 
□ree  of  Genera!  Toossaiut  will  not  he  ratified  by 
the  French  Government.  The  same  Genersl 
had  heretofore  sent  off  the  oommisdonei 
tbonax.  He  was  not,  bowerer,  for  this 
declared  to  have  forfeited  his  aUeg^oe^  bnt 
pains  were  taken  to  appease  and  reoondle  him, 
and  Banthonaz  came  back.  He  waa  afterwards 
enooeeded  b;  Eedonville,  who  is,  in  his  turn, 
sent  on  a  voyage  to  Franoe.  Bot,  aud  Kr.  O., 
shall  we  now  h^^  to  azamine  into  the  iMialtty 
of  the  powers  of  persons  In  authority,  at£er)n 
France  or  in  her  Weet  India  poeseariona  t  Have 
we  not  nniformly  adhered  to  the  prindple  that 
those  who  exercise  power  dtfaeU  are  the  only 
persons  that  we  are  Donnd  to  recognize )  From 
the  first  dawn  of  the  Bevolntion,  we  have,  said 
he,  never  questioned  the  legitimacy  of  the  pow- 


on  this  oommeroe,  and  to  give  ns  satisteitory  m- 
Boranoea  of  safety  and  proteotioa  without  a 
treaty ;  and  sDoh  an  arrangement  would  be  ad- 

jita^ons  to  that  Repnbfic 

We  find,  indeed,  said  Ur.  0.,  from  the  pajMi 

I  the  table,  that  one  of  the  complunts  of  that 
Government  is  founded  on  this  SQ^muMiof 
interoonrse,  and  therefore  to  restore  the  tnda 
in  part  is  to  diminisli  the  onse  of  oompWiit. 
Wiui  respect  to  Uie  remaric  of  the  genuemu 
from  Virginia,  that  It  was  the  olflMt  of  tbs 
original  act,  by  distresdng  Franect  to  brfaig  ber 
to  torms,  he  c&flbred  in  ofdidon  from  him.  It 
was  merely  ■  deftodve  meaBoreL  Our  trade 
became  so  ioeeoarcs  that  It  was  neoeesvy  te  do 

whatt  oonqow  Franoe t  No;  bnttoprevent 
the  ndn  whion  threatened  oar  dtiieos,  by  pro- 
hihidng  all  interoonrse  with  that  oomt^  and 
its  dependMidea ;  and  whenever  an  end  ii  put 
to  those  aggressicoiB  and  depredattona,  tiie  soa- 
penidon  may  he  removed. 

This,  aaid  Ur.  O.,  is  not  a  norel  praotfoe.  At 
the  oommeneement  of  the  late  war,  the  (dtiiais 
of  the  Bahamaa  were  excepted  frmn  thagsMid 
regulations  and  orders  preaoribed  to  onr  priTt- 
teers.  It  is  very  possible  to  be  at  war  with  a 
natjon,  and  yet  atpeaee  with  a oertrin  portion 
of  its  territory.  We  find,  by  the  papeis  on  oor 
table,  that  Franoe  says  her  nriTate«s  bare 
transgressed  thdr  anthori^,  ana  that  th^hivs 
now  deteinuned  that  no  oMnmiaduu  shall  beia- 
sned,  ezccfit  1^  theb  anota.  Let  ns  be  pie- 
pared  to  meet  them,  If  toay  will  act  aceorffloff- 
ly ;  and  if  their  agents  in  the  Oolmdea  rertnin 
privateering  and  depredations  within  thdr  le- 
spectdve  JnrisdictioDa,  let  na  awn  onndra  of 
Qteir  good  £q)ositions  without  any  nice  in- 
qnlries. 

Ur,  O.  had  B^  that  thia  Inw  had  no  aDiBdon 
to  aoj  ooontt7  in  iti>^lh>n ;  bnt  he  eoald  om- 


a  France ;  to  as  -it  seemed  indif- 
ferent whether  Jacobins  or  Girondists  were  at 
the  helm  of  afiUrs;  whether  it  was  a  rdgn  of 
terror  or  of  moderation.  We  have  constantly 
sang  hosannaa  and  offered  adorations  to  the 
great  Repablio,  one  and  indivisible^  withont 
considering  by  whose  hands  the  power  was 
ezerdsed.  It  Is  now  too  late  to  change  this  as- 
tern. We  have  no  way  of  knowing,  said  Ur. 
0.,  whether  the  agents  of  the  Directory  act  in 
conformity  to  the  will  of  their  masters  or  not, 
nntil  the  Government  declares  them  out  of  their 
allegiance.  It  will  then  be  soon  mongh  for  ns 
to  determine  the  posture  which  good  Mth  and 
policy  require  us  to  take. 

Bat,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  ..  _ 
ought  not  to  treat  with  individuiilB  under  any 
drcnmstances ;  hat  it  appears  probable  that  the 
French  Repnblio  may  permit  her  agents  to  carry 


cdve  it  poritde  that  St.  Domingo  maydeelin 
itself  inaepciklent,  and  become  sc^  in  qate  rf 
oi^Mtttion  of  France,  or  tl 


n  nate  ol 

Imrfthtl 

ontry.    Far  be  it  from  'me,-  oontinned  Kr.  0^ 


me|,'0O) 
.„  contend  that  it  is  dedrable  for  the  intvot 
of  the  UMt«d  States  that  aoeh  an  eviMit  ihonU 
happen;  sodi  a  doctrine  at  this  moment  woeU 
be  unseasonable  and  hnpropw;  bot^  if  it  doM 
take  place,  he  might  say,  witlkont  offence,  it 
woola  be  good  policy  to  be  nptm  the  best  teraa 
with  the  peiwws  in  authority  thwe ;  if  not,  tbe 
inhabitants  of  that  igtand  may  beoome  jdrstu 
npoo  our  trade,  and  do  ns  more  mtsditef  tlisB 
we  formerly  suffered  from  the  Barhaiy  Powtn. 
To  prevent  which,  let  ns  feed  and  dolhe  tbam, 
and  deprive  them  of  tndncementa  to  quit  thw 

Ur.  HuPKB  did  not  know  that  he  aeold  gin 
an  explanation  of  this  section  which  wocld  b« 
satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  fivm  Yirgisit; 
but  he  wonid  state  what  was  the  intentioii  of  tbe 
bill,  and  what  he  thought  wonld  be  its  effteia- 
He  oonoeived  that  tlie  mnAon  now  tmder  ««■ 
dderation  is  in  strict  oonfonnity  with  tbe  mD 
heretofore  passed.  Tbe  oljeot  of  that  UQ  ^ 
twofold ;  first,  to  save  onr  oommanie  froa  u« 
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^wnlatiTA  and  hanrdoiiB  enterpriw  which  the 
u^  profits  made  by  niooeniU  Toyages  enticed 
the  merehaot  to  go  into,  which  was  a  apedes 
tf  nmUlng  bj  which  some  made  large  fortunes, 
ind  others  Boatained  heavy  loesee.  This  trade 
via  iDiiietimig  of  the  natnre  of  faro-banks,  or 
btteriea,  whidi  all  good  OoTemmenta  have 
ftoo^t  proper  t«  prohibit.  The  GovernmeDt 
of  thu  eonntiy  thought  it  wise  to  interfere,  and 
»f  to  Uie  merchants ;  "  Ton  ahall  not  mn  these 
great  risks;  for  though  a  f^w  of  you  make 
put  gun  by  the  trade,  the  loes  npoo  the  whole 
h  mn^  sreatflr  Uisn  the  gain."  This  was  one 
otjeot.  The  other  was,  to  deter  the  French 
BitioD,  and  those  exerdaing  anthority  under  it, 
from  eoouDitting  depredations  upon  onr  com- 
neroe,  and  thni  prooore  protection  to  onr  trade. 
By  what  means  was  thla  to  be  aooompliahedt 
Br  withboldiiig  fhnu  the  French  those  articles 
of  prime  neoeasity  which  they  were  accustom- 
ed to  tecdve  tnrongh  the  medinm  ol  com- 
mcree,  to  prodnoe  an  effect  which  they  ahonld  feel. 

Let  ns  examine,  said  Mr.  H.,  whether  this 
■seltoi  is  in  oonformtty  to  these  two  objeats. 
Ibere  oonld  be  no  doabt  with  respect  to  the 
first,  becanse  if  yon  can  prerul  npon  those  who 
heretofore  eaoonraged  privateering,  to  ^bear  to 
make  ftirtber  depredations,  onr  oommeroe  will 
■iqnedioiutblr  be  rendered  tafe.  The  reason, 
ttercAire,  for  laying  the  Teatrioti(»i,  is  thns  re- 
■DTsd;  and  he  aaw  do  reaxA  why  it  shotild 
beeontmned. 

Mr.  Oallatdt  said,  one  of  the  objects  of  t^ia 
Ml  wboi  it  passed  at  the  last  wematL,  was  to 
pNreDt  depredations  npon  onr  oommeroe ;  hut 
a  lufori^  of  the  Hoose  who  voted  for  it,  did 
M  wiUi  a  view  of  o(HppelUng  France,  by  the 
loHofonrtndetoberUsnds,  to  oome  to  rea- 
sonable terms  of  settlement  with  the  United 
BtataiL  It  was  then  atid  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  It  was  not  improbable  Chat  the  trade  to  the 
Tut  Indies  was  even  more  advantageons  to  the 
UnUed  States  than  to  EVanoe,  valnaUe  as  it  wsa 
tebn;  and  that,  tbweforekit  wonld  not  pro- 
duee  the  efibot  j^«diol»d.  This  was  his  opinion, 
aid  he  Oterafore  voted  agidnst  the  bill.  Bnt, 
ttongh  he  voted  against  thia  meaanre,  and 
some  otben,  which  he  tbon^t  at  the  time 
pnmatnre,  yet  a  m^rity  of  Oongreas  having, 
vj  adopting  them,  pboed  the  nation  in  its  pre- 
■at  fltnation,  whatever  his  opinion  mis^t  Uien 
hare  been,  and  whatever  it  might  now  be,  as  to 
Ae  probabili^  tS  an  and  being  pat  to  onr  dif- 
Smnees  with  Frasee,  he  shonld  think  it  bad 
poHey,  under  present  drcmnstanoee,  to  recede 
ran  the  gnmnd  then  taken,  since  snoh  a  oon- 
bet  eonla  betray  nothing  bnt  weoknen,  and 
taad  to  defeat  the  object  which  all  donbtlees 
have  in  view,  whatever  might  be  the  distent 
apfniona  at  obtaining  it,  an  honorable  peace. 
Iaoo^  this  law,  therefore,  waa  limited  to  the 
FnMut  aenion,  be  was  ready  to  vote  for  a  oon- 
liinianoe  of  it ;  bat  the  section  now  nnder 


fl  entirely  npon  new  gronnd,  and 
mtifdy  did^nt  to  any  cither  taken  or  avowed 
VtlieW 


The  law  now  in  existence,  said  Vt.  Q^  has  a 
section  something  almUar  to  this,  thongh  widely 
different  in  eabetonce.  It  is  to  this  effect ;  that 
if,  before  the  next  sesaion  of  Congress,  the  Gov- 
vemment  of  France,  and  all  persons  nnder  its 
anthority,  shall  disavow  and  be  found  to  re- 
frain from  depredations  upon  oar  commerce, 
then  it  shall  be  lawfal  tar  the  PsBsmEHT  to 
saspend  the  operation  of  this  law.  Not  to  any 
part,  bnt  wiui  the  whole.  By  that  law,  we 
sdd,  "  We  are  not  yet  at  war  with  yon,  we 
will  adopt  BQDh  measares  as  we  think  neoeasary 
for  onr  present  sitoation.  We  vrill  enspend 
commerce  with  yon  as  a  nation ;  bnt  if  yon,  as 
a  nation,  shall  ^aavow  and  refrain  from  depre- 
dations, we  have  given  the  PaEsioEiiT  power  to 

new  onr  commercial  ioterconrse  with  yon." 

Bat  what,  said  Kr.  G.,  is  the  longoage  of 
this  section?  It  is  this.  [He  read  the  section 
as  above.]    It  is,  that  if  any  part  of  the  nation, 

any  comman^ng  officer,  or  person  cluming 

thorily,  in  any  one  port,  or  island,  shall  take 
those  steps  which  we  consider  necessary  for  that 
nation  to  take,  it  shall  be  lawftil  for  the  Pbksi- 
DBKT  to  remit  and  discontiane  the  restraints 
prohibitions,  &c.  Instead  of  taking  a  general 
national  gronnd,  it  provides  for  the  negotiation 
of  an  in&vidoalj  on  his  private  acconnt,  wh* 
may  either  exercise,  or  cIohq  to  exercise,  anthor- 
ity In  any  island,  fte. 

We  are  not,  sud  Hr.  6.,  at  war,  and  on  aot 
of  this  kind  is  an  act  which,  if  it  con  be  jneti- 
fled  at  all,  can  only  be  made  nse  of  In  a  state  of 
war.  It  IS  ontv  in  snoh  a  state  that  we  are  an- 
thoriied  to  dedara,  that  we  will  act  a  different 
part  with  certain  parts  of  a  ooontry  at  war, 
from  what  we  meant  to  act  with  the  whole; 
that  we  will  negotiate,  treat,  make  epedflo 
regnlations  with  private  individnala,  provided 
theyshslldo — what?  Disavow  what  the  French 
Bepnblio  does  not  disavow.  The  preset  aot 
makes  it  necessary  for  the  disavowal  to  come 
from  the  Government ;  bat  this  section  says, 
■f  that  tlthoogh  the  French  Government  shidl 
not  ^savow  or  reetrun  her  depredations,  Jko., 
yet  if  an  Individnal  shall  do  it,  we  will  open  a 
trade  with  thia  individnal,  Thia  wonld  be  to 
enooarage  insurrections.  It  is  eetabliiAiBg  a 
doctrine  which  is  reprobated  almost  every  day 
on  this  floor — that  it  is  right  to  £vide  a  people 
t^m  their  Government. 

Vi.  G.  conceived,  therefore,  that  the  question 
comes  to  this:  Is  it  proper  to  give  power  to 
the  Pbxsidkvt,  nnder  our  present  circumstances, 
to  stipoiate  with  certain  agents,  that  in  cose 
they  wiU  disobey  thdr  Government,  by  declar- 
ing themselves  independent,  or  hy  tlirowing 
thenoelves  into  other  hands,  we  wiU  renew  our 
oonmerdal  interoonTse  with  yout  No  man, 
s^d  Mr.  Q.,  will  deny  that  a  trade  of  this  kind 
wonld  be  advantageous  to  the  United  States; 
he  believed  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  laorative 
branches  of  onr  oommeroe ;  but  It  was  never- 
theless thought  proper,  st  the  last  session,  to 
snspend  it,  in  order,  as  then  supposed,  to  e£kot 
a  greater  good.  Tbereforev  this  commerce  being 
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advaDttigeoiie  to  the  United  States,  is  not  a  Mif- 
ficient  reason  why  this  measure  should  be  taken, 
if  it  be  wrong  in  itself  and  maj  prodnoe  Rreat- 
er  imschie&  than  the  trade  can  do  ns  good. 

What,  said  Ur.  Q.,  ara  the  inconveniencM 
which  would  ariae  from  a  measure  of  this  kind  t 
It  moat  be  allowed,  in  tlie  first  place,  that  it 
would  give  tha  lie  to  all  our  former  declara- 
tiona  of  abhorrence  against  the  attempts  of  other 
Oonntries  to  divide  the  people  of  a  nation  from 
their  Government;  for  we  here,  Haidha,  asatune 
the  RTonnd  that  ft  is  proper  to  negotiate  and 
sljpinate  with  a  port  of  the  people,  witb  a  cer- 
tain district  of  aconntrj,  wilJi  an;  person  who 
bIuiU  choose  U>  say  that  he  claims  the  right  of 
governing  in  any  place.  We  abandon  the  gen- 
eral groond  of  treating  with  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, and  detennine  to  treat  with  any  indivi' 
doal  who  may  either  have,  or  claim  to  have, 
anthority.  Mr.  3.  believed  a  principle  of  this 
kind  at  all  times  improper  ;  and  it  would  be  pe- 
culiarly improper  in  ns  to  act  upon  it,  with 
respect  to  a  nation,  against  which  we  have  eo 
many  gronnda  of  complaint  of  this  kind.  He 
bad  already  stated,  that  it  oonld  only  be  justi- 
fied in  a  state  of  war,  if  then,  to  hold  out  en- 
eonragemeitt  to  Insmreotion  and  rebellion  to 
the  colonies  of  anotlier  country. 

Hr.  G.  believed  he  might  go  so  &r  as  to  say 
that  this  section  was  not  ioMrted  to  meet  the 
ease  q>okea  of  by  the  gentleman  fnmi  Uaryland ; 
bnt  tar  lit,^  a^nnssion  of  one  which  bod  been  a 
an^ect  of  disoiaasion  in  Hie  newqiapera  for  some 
time  past.  He  meant  what  wsa  generally  nn- 
derstood  by  the  missioD  of  Tonss^t,  a  blaok 
G«Deral,of8t.  Dtanlngo.  It  bad  been  asserted, 
frran  the  mtanoit  irf  the  arrival  of  a  supposed 
agent,  that  he  came  here  with  the  late  Cbnsul 
(f  the  United  States  at  that  port ;  titat  he  brought 
despatebea  fhnn  Tonss^t  to  our  Government. 
Fnrtbor  than  this,  we  have  seen,  in  some  of  the 
newspa^era  printed  at  the  eastward,  that  this 
mission  is  likely  to  bare  some  efiiMtt.  We  have 
■een  it  tbM«  atated,  "  that  the  President  is  nei- 
ther rasb  nor  diffident,  and  that  good  efibots 
nuqrbe  expected  to  flow  fh>m  this  mtsrioo." 
So  br,  on  oie  authority  of  the  public  newqw- 
,  and  none  Oi  these  assertions  hare  been 
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Should  I  be  doing  right,  said  Vi.  O.,  to  say 
that  I  believe  that  Qas  section  of  the  bill  is  an 
-efFeot  of  that  ne^tiation  f  It  is  tnie  I  only  de- 
dnoe  this  (torn  probriiility,  but  the  probability 
is  strong.  Ur.  G.  ssid  he  knew  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  St  Domingo  hod  been  a  favorite 
thene  with  gentlemen,  and  they  had  made  an 
appeal  xpon  it  to  the  avarice  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  Ihat^  in  ease  of  war,  this  in- 
dependenoo  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that,  during  a  time  of  peace,  the 
n^nds  of  tfaepet^le  ongbt  to  be  prepared  for 
this  event.  Bat  gentlemen  seem  to  tliink  that 
the  irablio  mind  la  not  yet  ready  for  thiscbange, 
or  tney  do  not  choose  to  avow  the  object  of 
this  mWon.  Which,  he  conld  not  tell  \  bnt  he 
would  advise  thoeegmtlemen  who  bavereoeiv- 
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ed  informatioD  on  this  subject  to  oommniiicsts 
it.  Ur.  G.  said  be  shoold  be  happy  to  kimtr 
the  subject  of  the  despatches  of  Qenersl  Tons- 
B^nt.  What  is  his  ofiei  to  our  GovemmeatI 
Whether  bis  ideas  go  to  independence  or  not) 
Whether  he  is  in  any  way  connected  with  lh« 
British  Government,  or  nott  Whether  th« 
sadden  and  eztraominarv  evaouatioti  of  St. 
Doming  by  General  Usduand  was  to  prooiots 
something  of  this  kind,  or  to  support  nw  fbroe 
of  General  Toununt?  He  should  wish  to  know 
what  is  the  disposition  of  the  ExeoutiTe  with 
reepect  to  this  tnuinees,  so  br  as  it  shall  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  ai^  oi  these  sentle- 
men.  He  would  also  be  ^ad  to  know  the  dis- 
position of  this  agent,  or  the  nature  of  hii  o\k 
jeot,  at  least  eo  much  <tf  it  as  nu^  hare  esesped 
at  aaj  gttit  tovfir  or  dinsr,  at  which  Ihsss 
^ntl^en  may  have  been  partiest  Itsnysndi 
mfbrmation  eould  ba  obtained,  it  might  tend  to 
throw  some  li^t  upon  the  enliject.  fif  he  should 
be  mistaken  in  his  riews  of  it,  it  would  bt 
wholly  owing  to  his  being  deprived  of  that  io- 
fonnation,  which  he  Ixjieved  either  the  Execn- 
tire,  or  some  of  the  memben  on  this  floor 
possess. 

Ur.  G.  believed  the  ol^eot  of  this  sectum  k 
to  give  enoonregement  to  the  black  G«ienl  ia 
his  present  views.  A  nngle  aentii  '  '  ' 
dropped  fhim  the  gentleman  from  ] 
setts  (Ur.  Oris)  in  the  course  of  the  debalA 
which  had  given  rise  to  part  of  what  he  had 
B^  on  this  subject,  and  which  led  him  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  some  informatiou  which  b* 
onght  to  oommnnioate.  He  said,  "if  fit.  Do- 
mingo abonld  finally  be  tndepeiident,  it  wis 
proper  to  ooltivate  a  gopd  nnderstaodmg  with 
that  island  at  present,  and  not  refose"— whitl 
"to  hold  out  certain  enooDrageinent  to  tbeoi 
in  snoh  an  event"  When  t  Now ;  so  that  n 
are  not  only  to  oultivai 

ing  with  St  Domingo,  L 

d^endmt,  but  in  the  expectation  of  it,  ml 
beJin«  it  takes  plaoe^  it  is  proper  to  cnltivate  a 
good  imderrtanding  with  that  ishnd,  by  bidd- 
ing out  the  eiioouragemeat  propoaed  \ij  lUi 
biU.  This  was  nolhiiw  less  than  t«  omfiwtbst 
this  section  iainaertod  in  the  bill  to  e 
Tonssaint  to  declare  the  iaUnd  1 
Nay,  bis  views,  if  he  is  a  man  al  wimn,  noM 
go  tirther;  he  must  not  only  aecvra  a  tsnfo- 
raiy  b«de,  but  he  would  miao  desire  to  koo* 
whether  it  be  the  widi  of  this  ooontcy  that  Bt 
Domingo  ^ould  become  independent ;  beea«N 
he  should  suppose  that  if  the  Governm^  (^ 
the  United  States  was  opposed  ta  stieh  an  eveat, 
a  temporary  trade  would  not  be  a  snfflcsent  in- 
ducement to  Hm  to  throw  off  his  present  aUs- 
giauoe. 

To  me,  however,  said  lb-.  G.,  if  it  be  tb« 
intuition  of  the  Qeneral  to  dedlare  it,  the  Inds- 
pendenoeof  St.  Domingo  fa»  tmt  proUHnitt 
caievoit.  It  wonldosrtrinlj  be  U)e  Interest  of 
Great  Britain  to  oppose  an  attmnpt  of  tids  kind; 
rinoe  it  could  not  be  her  interest  to  have  a  bisik 
Government  there,    "  ' 
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piMble,  be  ehonld  caasid«r  it  is  extremelj  in- 
TOtoQB  to  the  interaste  t^  tbe  United  Btatce. 
Bnppoee  tLat  island,  with  ita  present  popnlodon, 
■Doer  preeent  (urciimstaDoeA,  should  oeoome  an 
Independent  State.  Wbstis  this  popolationl 
It  is  known  to  consist,  almost  aheffrther,  of 
dares  jnst  emandpated,  of  men  who  received 
tbtir  first  edncsalicm  nnder  the  Iwh  of  the  whip, 
tad  who  hsTe  been  initiated  to  liberty  onlj  by 
that  aeries  of  rapine,  pillage,  and  msssaore,  that 
have  lud  waste  and  deluged  that  island  in 
blood ;  of  men,  who,  if  left  to  themselves,  if 
altogether  independent,  are  by  no  means  lihelj 


sr"; 


herindependi 

Ij  tbemselvM  to  tlie  peaceable  cnlldvatioQ 


coontry,  bnt  will  try  to  oonlinae  to  lire. 


boHUoii  <tf  slavery,  when  it  can  be  property 

ted ;  bnt  no  man  wonld  be  more  nnwilluu 

flian  I  to  oonttitnte  a  whole  nation  of  ireed 


davei^  who  had  arrived  to  the  age  of  thirty 
jeu^  aad  tlras  to  throw  «o  many  wildtigerson 
aodety,*  If  the  popnlstion  of  Bt.  Domingo  oao 
remain  free  in  that  Island,  he  bad  no  obJeoticHi ; 
bat,  however  free,  ha  did  not  wish  to  have  them 
indepeiident,  and  be  would  rather  see  them 
midw  a  govenimeat  that  would  be  likely  to 
'         ''     1  where  they  are,  and  prevent  uiem 


Utey  might  become  more  troubleaome  to  os, 
<nir  commerce  to  the  West  lodiee,  than  the 
Algninee  ever  were  in  the  Mediterranean;  they 
mi^  alao  become  dangerous  n^hbon  to  the 
Sootbem  States,  and  an  aaylnm  for  renegsdoes 
fron  those  parts. 

This  being  the  csse^  Mr,  Q.  add,  be  most  ia- 
Dncate  every  enconragement  whioh  may  be 
neld  oat  to  prodnoe  raoh  an  event.  Did  not 
gestleaivi  reoolleot  what  an  alann  was  soimded 
ttst  jMT,  with  re^Mct  to  die  ^obabQity  of  an 
inrasion  of  the  Sonthem  States  from  the  Test 
Indies ;  an  alarm  iqion  which  tome  irf  the  ■troDK- 
att  measnree  of  the  last  session  were  gioimdedl 
Mr.  O.  oonld  not  help  hoping,  there  wonld  be  a 
guiimal  widi  not  to  take  any  measure  whioL 
nksy  «nbody  so  daagerona  a  oeaetiptioii  of  men 
bk  our  nei^b<^iood,  whose  ol^ect  may  be  plnn- 
der,  and  who  might  vidt  the  States  d  Sootb 
OarDliDa  and  Gec^gia,  and  qoead  th^  views 
amoi^  the  negro  people  there,  and  exdta  dam- 
geroos  {ofoiTMlions  among  them.  He  did  not 
Irish,  therefore,  to  see  this  black  popnlation  in- 
depandent ;  and  that  the  interest  will  be  wh<^y 
black  is  dear.    lite  Oeoeral  Is  black,  and  hfa 

rbere  is  manied  to  a  black  woman  in  this 
Mr.  Q.  did  not  mean  by  this  to  throw 
my  nilection  upon  the  Qener^  He  believed 
W  had  behaved  well  to  Americans.  Hiartmarks 
vers  general,  and  were  only  intended  to  show 
that  h  woida  be  with  a  buck  popnlation  we 
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Mr.  8.  SiDTK  said,  that  if  he  thonght  with 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  Uie  olanse 
nnder  consideration  wss  connected  with  the 
misdixi  ttom  Tonssaint,  and  tbe  separation  of 
Hiapanicda  fivm  Franoa  or  with  an  intention 
of  dividing  the  people  of  that  ialand  from  their 
Govarnmeot^  1m  should  also  be  opposed  to  It; 
bnt  beUeving,  as  he  did,  that  it  wonld  be  pro- 
dnotive  of  none  bnt  good  efitota  to  this  oonntry, 
he  was  in  &vor  of  retaining  the  <danse.* 

It  might  be  well,  Ur.  B.  said,  to  take  a  view 
of  the  relati(»i  whioh  bad  sobsisted  between 
France  and  her  colonies  fi^r  some  yeara  bw^ 
Early  in  the  Berdntion.  Saothonaz  and  Folverel 
were  sent  as  CommlMoaers  to  Hispaniola,  Sw 
tbe  pnipoee  of  gOTeming  the  island,  snd  to  cany 
into  eAot  the  decree  of  the  French  Oovem- 
ment  ftir  liberating  the  slaves.  They  ocodneted 
themselves  in  a  friendly  manner  towardt 
America,  bat  destmotiTety  to  the  northern  part 
<rf  Blmaniola,  and  paitiotilarly  towards  Oape 
Franooia.  Tbe  diaasttoDS  contest  which  took 
place  between  the  whites  and  blaoke,  to  the 
oeelracticm  of  the  fwmer,  is  well  known.  From 
tbe  abuse  of  their  power,  these  Oommissionen 
-were  recalled.  PoItm^  bad  not  sufflcleat 
coorage  to  appear  befbre  tbe  Frend  Oovenb- 
ment,  and  put  an  end  to  his  exiatenoe.  Santho- 
naz  went  to  £Vanoe,  and  was  sent  out  ag^  to 
the  island.  BtUl  he  was  &vorable  to  this  oonn- 
try. ontil  the  decree  of  France  declared  that 
their  vessels  of  war  should  treat  neutral  vessda 
In  the  same  manner  as  neutral  powers  snfifared 
Qreat  Britain  to  treat  th«n.  Santbonax  that 
issued  bis  decree  of  Decembw,  1797,  and  Amert 
can  Teasels  were  taken  and  cwried  into  Bi»- 
panlola  in^soriminatdy,  and  nnauspeotinriy, 
not  tmder  tbe  aatboiity  of  France,  bnt  nnder 
tbe  authority  of  this  agent.  Not  content  with 
this  abuse  of  his  power,  Santbonax  sent  Defbr- 
neanx,  the  OoramiMlooer  of  Gnadakrape,  to  the 
sooth  ride  of  Hi^aniola,  to  carry  his  pluis  into 
eflbot  there;  bnt  Bigaod,  aman  of  color,  and  an 
honest  man,  who  bad  gained  tbe  esteem  of  tbe 
people,  who  was  tn  power  there,  frustrated  the 
attempt  Defomeanz  attempted  to  escape,  but 
was  taken  and  sent  to  France.  We  see,  therft- 
fbre,  that  Santhonax  made  no  scruple  to  set 
aride  the  decreee  of  France ;  md  in  this  manner 


evw  he  disliked  them.  And  was  Sisand  pun- 
ished by  France  for  ^na  exerdsing  nls  power 
or  nott  No;  he  wss  made  Oommanoer-in- 
chief  of  the  sooth  side  of  the  Island  for  having 
sent  off  Defomeanx.      HedonrlUe  succeeded 


•  IMa  whaU  di^Bla  (boBBd*  with  nlubl*  in 
tlu  ooDdltloil  of  lbs  FruKh  Wc*t  todlM-^ioHtleml,  Mmrau^ 
oUl  ud  Uitorhal— daring  th*  partod  of  tfa»  Pma^  S**o- 
Intkn.  Toimilnl,  ButboBU,  Polnnt,  Tletor  Vafatt. 
HtdontUlis  Blfud,  IMbnuui,  nM  keuabirid  •rordi 
aftrr**nM<>;ud  woi^oC  potirat  in  tlwlr  dtr,  ud|lT- 
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Simtholux  in  the  OoTemment,  and  lironght 
wUii  him  the  power  to  execute  or  not,  as  he 
Judged  proper,  the  decree  of  the  DirectoTj  di- 
recting the  daptore  of  neutral  TcweU  with  Brit^ 
bh  manufaataree  on  board.  He  determined  lliat 
tliis  decree  ehonid  not  be  carried  into  effect 
Bgainst  Teseela  bound  to  Hiipaniola.  Did  he 
cany  his  purpose  into  effect)  So  Ear  as  his 
(Mr.  S.'b)  infonnation  went,  he  did. 

Here,  tben,  we  eee  HedouTille  eottdng  oude 
the  decrees  of  Franoe ;  and  Bigaud  hu  not  only 
prerented  American  TMsels  from  being  con- 
demned, bnt  hu  thrown  the  captuns  of  priva- 
teers iDto  prison  for  darioB  to  tiring  in  ijneri- 
can  Teasela,  and  has  caused  such  aa  have  been 
carried  into  Jaoqnemel,  on  aoooont  of  not  hav- 
ing a  rolt  d'egu^agt,  to  be  delivered  up  Imme- 
diately. Victor  Hngnefl,  upon  the  recall  of  Ur. 
Ade^  ordered  that  ul  veesels  carrying  on  trade 
to  what  he  called  rebel  porta,  shoiud  be  bronght 
in  and  made  le^  prizes  oL  This  was  anolber 
tepmU  antlioritj.  He  aft«rwBrds  issued  or- 
dws  for  tlie  oondaniiation  of  vends  ootning 
into  Gnadaloupe  with  a  supercargo,  who  should 
ritber  be  an  Irish  or  a  Sootohman,  thongh  the; 
had  eveij  necessary  paper  on  board  to  show 
that  they  were  bound  to  that  port,  and  vessels 
were  condemned  for  this  alone;  and  this  is  not 
seen  in  any  of  the  decrees  of  France.  Mr.  8. 
understood  this  clause  as  intended  to  meet  cases 
of  this  kind ;  and,  eo  far  from  this  being  offen- 
nve  to  France,  it  must  be  quite  the  reverse. 
Under  this  law,  said  Mr.  8.,  the  Pmsidkht  will 
be  enabled  to  say  to  these  special  agents,  "if 
joa  will  suspend  your  decrees  with  respect  to 
your  islands  our  trade  shall  be  opened  to  yon," 
■md  by  this  means  give  to  our  cutizens  a  com- 
merce wliich  is  amine  of  gold  to  them.  Such 
a  oondnctf  he  thought,  most  appau  to  every 
onaperibotly  reasonable. 

The  gutleman  from  Pennsylvania  §ayB  that 
the  independence  of  Hispaniola  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  Bouthem  States.  But  does  this 
bill,  sdd  Mr.  S.,  contemplate  any  sach  thiiigt 
Does  it  not  say  that  the  agents  mnst  be  under 
the  Qovemment  of  France!  If  the  island  were 
to  declare  itself  independent,  we  could  not,  s^ 
he,  prevent  our  m^i^banls  from  trading  with 
it ;  or  if  it  ahould  be  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  they 
would  trade  with  it  at  all  rislts,  withont 
coming  nuder  this  act  This  bill  aeems,  instead 
of  enooura^ng  the  independence  of  the  island, 
to  place  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  it.  It  pro- 
mises to  the  commanding  officer  the  trade  of 
this  ooontr^  so  long  as  he  ronaios  attached  h] 
France,  aitd  fbrbesrs  to  depredate  upon  our 
oomnuroe;  bat  the  moment  he  deolaros  him- 
self ind^>endent,  that  promise  is  no  longer 
Unding. 

Certain  words  in  this  danse  are  complied 
of;  and  Mr.  S.  owned  he  did  not  like  them  him- 
self. He  meant  the  words,  "shall  clearly  disa- 
vow ;"  and,  if  this  motion  iJiould  not  previdl,  he 
wonbl  move  to  strike  them  ouC  He  should  be 
•atiaOed  if  the  ishuds  refrained  from  depreda- 
ting iqN»i  onr  trader  witboat  making  any  disa- 


vowal. Mr.  B.  said  he  could  by  no  meaos  Irii^ 
his  mind  to  believe  that  this  clanae  could  give 
enooiiragem«it  to  the  people  of  Hispaniola  to 
rebel  agunst  their  oonntry.  Tonsaint,  said  be, 
is  not  the  only  Governor  of  that  island.  Rigaud, 
who,  as  he  had  already  stated,  is  a  man  of  color 
and  a  man  of  excellent  character,  who  has  greet 
hold  of  the  nffectdons  of  the  people,  aod  wbosa 
attachments  ore  also  strong  to  the  French  Oov- 
emment,  has  also  a  ooodderaUe  shorv  of  au- 
thority ;  and  Tonnaint,  in  his  <^inioD,  would 
not  on  this  ooconnt  dare  to  dedare  the  island 


But  auppoae,  add  Ur.  B.,  this  isdqiendeiiee 
were  to  take  place,  would  all  the  danger  to  this 
coLTtiT  actually  take  plaoe  which  has  been 
stated  t  In  his  opinion  the  reverse  would  be 
true.  Befhse  to  these  people  our  commeroe, 
and  the  provinons  of  which  th^  stand  in  need, 
and  you  compel  then  to  become  pirates  and 
dangerous  neighbors  to  the  Southern  States; 
but  BO  long  BS  you  sopply  them,  they  will  tore 
tiieir  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  thdr  plan- 
tations. If,  on  the  contrary,  tiiey  once  get  a 
taste  for  plundw,  they  will  never  aettle  to  labor. 

Mr.  B.  observed  that  it  was  the  other  day  nid 
that  truth  was  the  characteristic  of  the  Federal 
party.  It  might  be  so,  thongh  he  had  found  it 
otherwise ;  but  the  charaoteriBtica  of  party,  be 
observed,  always  is  detraction,  sn^dou,  and 
jealousy,  whether  it  be  called  this  or  that,  On 
the  present  ooooaon  he  found  Jealousy  and 
doubts  had  Intruded  on  the  miods  of  gentlemKi 
who  would,  at  other  times,  see  vety  ^erantly. 
He  did  not  mean  to  throw  any  censure  ntmi 
them  on  this  account,  because  they  doubUsM 
believe  themselves  right.  This  party  spirit, 
said  Mr.  S_.  is  every  where  to  be  found.  Tbs 
gentleman  frmn  Ooimeotlcut  had  the  other  day 
said  that  he  (Ur.  S.)  had  oonstontlv  voted  against 
every  measure  ot  defence,  yet  if  be  would  hsTe 
read  the  journaltL  he  wonld  have  found  tbe 
reverse  the  fiict.  [The  Chairman  doubted  whe- 
ther this  was  oonneoted  with  the  question.}* 
Mr.  S.  oondnded  by  saying  that  tlie  more  got- 
tlemen  think  on  the  aabject,  the  more  they  will 
be  oonvinoed  tbe  bill  is  not  prt^nant  with  the 
mischieb  which  they  apprehend. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  it  would  be  difficult  to  a»- 
oertoin  precisely  where  truth  is  to  be  found ; 
whether  in  the  extremes  of  par^  or  in  a  uud> 
dleconrse.    The  gentleman  frx>m  Maryland  saja 

ry  men  are  always  in  the  wrong;  therefora 
inppoeed  that  gentleman  to  be  of  <^HnioD 
that  those  who  vibrate  between  two  parties  are 
always  in  the  right.  In  conaideriDg  this  quea- 
tion,  he  ehonld  do  it  according  to  his  beet  jodg- 
ment.  If  his  mind  should  be  bo  operated  npoa 
by  party  niirit  as  not  to  see  the  tnith,  it  would 
he  his  misfortune. 
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Fhhumst  to  negotiate  with  the  Bnbordinato 
tg^itB  of  a  Government  ag^iut  tbe  wiS  of  that 
GoTemmeDt,  and  therebj  promote  a  separation 
betwe^  tihe  agent  and  his  OoTemment,  bj 
holding  out  a  temptation  to  do  oertain  acta  ijot 
wsrni^ed  by  the  Qovemment  The  Kooae  bad 
been  told,  bj  two  gentlemen  from  Maseachn- 
«ttB,  that  thia  cannot  be  the  operation  of  the 
lav,  because  it  has  no  relation  to  a  revolted 
taiony ;  that  when  a  rerolt  ODoe  takes  place, 
the  trade  ■will  open  of  itself,  as  the  territory 
win  no  longer  be  under  theanthoHt;  of  France. 
He  wished  to  inqnire  into  tbe  tmth  of  thia 
ducbine,  which  one  gentleman  hfis  asserted  and 
another  has  «ideavored  to  prove.  Ur.  N.  asked 
tf  ToluHunt  should  to-morrow  declare  liimself 
independent,  would  the  FaxaaiBSj  be  antborized 
to  direct  the  collector  of  the  cnatoms  to  cods!- 
der  St.  Domingo  as  no  longer  coming  ondor  the 
pnaent  law  f  In  his  own  opinion,  he  could  not, 
Decuse  it  would  be  contrary  to  tbe  practice  of 
any  other  Qovemment;  tmd,  if  donck  would 
give  the  lie  to  all  tbe  profusions  made  by  ns  on 
■nbjecta  of  this  kina  When  the  separation 
merely  commenoee ;  when  we  know  nothing  of 
the  means  which  the  revoltere  pcssess,  bnt  be- 
eanse  some  person  obooees  to  declare  a  place 
tedependent,  shall  onr  Qovemment  interfere 
and  acknowledge  snch  a  place  independent! 
He  asked  whether  any  gentlemen  in  this  Eoiis& 
who  are  so  freqnentlj  e^ed  disorganizers,  had 
era  bnached  a  doctrine  like  tbist  He  knew 
verr  well,  without  the  anthority  of  VatuL 
wbich  the  gentleman  from  Massaobnsetts  had 
tntnidnoed,  that  any  nation  is  at  liberty  to  take 
part  in  a  rebellion;  bnt  it  is  a  good  oaase  of 
iwr.  When  a  revolution  is  eflbcted,  then  the 
eoontry  revolting  beoomee  independent,  and  any 
nation  may  treat  with  It  according  to  its  wilL 
Bnt,  if  yon  take  part  with  the  revolters,  you 
riace  jonrselves  on  the  same  ground  with  them 
In  respect  to  the  Government  revolted  against. 
And,  said  be,  in  case  we  d^ve  any  sasiatance  to 
sty  island  belonging  to  f  ranee,  in  its  revolt 
igunat  that  Oovenunent,  we  place  oniselves ' 
a  state  <^  war. 

Mr.  N,  believed  gentlemen  ore  wrong  in  their 
eooitmctioQ  of  the  present  law,  when  they  say 
if  Tonsaaint  were  to  declare  himself  independent 
to-morrow,  that  the  Ezeontive  might  imme- 
£ately  onuider  fclm  so,  and  direct  trade  to  be 
carried  on  with  that  island  as  heretofore.  He 
believed  tbe  Pbbidest  wonld  not  do  it,  and  that 
the  present  danse  ot  this  bill  is  founded  npon 
the  ctrtain^  that  he  wonld  not.  If  this  la  the 
can,  the  some  otjection  b  in  AUl  force  sgunst 
the  wording  of  this  section.  The  gentleman 
from  Haaeachnsetts,  flrat  up,  seems  to  acknow- 
ledge Out  this  law  is  to  have  this  operation. 
He  aayi,  St  Domingo  may  become  independent 
MoA  that  therefore  it  is  highly  proper  we  should 
let  tbem  know  what  dwendence  they  may  have 
vpoo  im;  to  let  them  know  that  they  may  ex- 
feet  all  the  advantogea  t^  independence.  Is  not 
tlii^  Slid  Mr-  Tf-j  "^  acknowledgment  of  the 
lAdirJiidithifllavwiUbavel    That  the  — 
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ment  they  throw  off  the  French  yoke,  tbey  will 
receive  all  the  aaeistanoe  from  this  coontry 
which  a  free  commerce  can  ^ve  them  (  Kr. 
N.  thought  the  gentieman  himself  inflict«d  tho 
deepest  wonnd  on  this  bill,  for  gentlemen  cannot 
say  that  such  an  asanranoe  is  not  a  temptction 

commit  the  act. 

Mr,  N.  couid  readily  believe  that  Ibe  trade 
of  SL  Domingo  ia  very  valnable  to  thia  country, 
and  the  asaertion  of  tbe  gentieman  from  Vary, 
land,  that  it  ia  a  "  mine  of  gold,"  had  confirmed 
that  opinion;  and  ha  was  really  afraid  that  that 
gentleman's  representing  a  commercial  part  of 
the  country,  and  being  himself  deeply  engaged 
in  commerce,  tbe  importance  of  thia  trade  may 
have  too  mnch  weight  in  deciding  a  qnestion 
of  this  kind,  and  be  a  meana  of  diaregaroing  the 
evils  which  may  arise  from  it ;  but  Mr.  N.  was 
of  o^nion,  that  a  solid  peace  would  be  f^  more 
beneficial  to  commerce  generally,  than  any  tem- 
porary advantage  of  this  kind,  BeMdea,  the 
principle  upon  which  Mich  advantages  would 
f>e  built,  ia  aomethlng  B\a:.ilar  to  that  which 
wonld  actuate  a  man  to  fall  upon  tbe  property 
of  his  neighbor,  beoanae  he  is  richer  than  nim- 
self. 

Bnt  does  not  the  same  gentleman  tell  the 
Honse  that  thepower*  fn  St  Domingo  are  pretty 
equally  balanced  between  Gener^  Touasaint 
and  Rigaad,  and  that,  therefore,  if  Toussaint 
attempted  to  establish  the  independence  of  tiie 
talacd,  there  could  be  no  certaintv  of  his  sno- 
?  Why,  then,  said  Ur.  S.,  should  we  go  into 
easnre  which  might  produce  war  between 
two  conntriea,  wnen  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  ftom  it  is  so  very  donbtfiilt  And  he 
tbonght  the  danger  from  the  proceeding  was 
heightened  by  tbe  circumstance  which  gentie- 
men  have  mentioned  of  there  being  ao  very 
large  a  body  of  people  in  arms  there ;  for,  aince 
the  powers  are  so  nicely  balanced,  is  it  not  pro- 
bable that  the  government  party,  in  case  of  a 
strng-gle,  would  have  the  advantage!  And 
woida  it  not  be  the  height  of  madness  for  us  to 
run  the  risk  of  having  tbe  large  force  of  that 
island  turned  against  ns,  in  consequence  of  our 
improper  interferenoe  between  the  colony  and 
its  government  t 

Ur.  K.  stud,  he  oonid  not  overlook  some  oon- 
riderationa  connected  with  this  subject,  which 
he  thoaght  of  great  importance.  It  is  well 
known,  (and  he  begged  gentiemen  who  have 
the  aame  deeire  to  preserve  the  conntiyin  peaoe 
that  be  had,  to  pause  at  tbe  sn(|geHtion,)  that 
there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  House  who 
have  been  long  in  &vor  of  coming  to  an  open 
declaration  of  war  against  France ;  and  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  dispod- 
lion  yet  exists  in  tbeae  gentlemen ;  bnt  the  same 
opportunity  of  making  thia  declaration  does  not 
now  exist  The  public  mind  is  not  now  ao  well 
prepared  for  entering  npon  a  war  as  it  waa  eome 
time  ago,  becanse  tbev  believe  things  wear  a 
better  appearance.  If  then,  said  Ur.N.,  the  same 
diapoffltion  eilata  for  war;  if  tbeee  gentiemen 
think  tbey  or  th^  oountiy  will  be  benefited 
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hj  war,  they  may  be  Terr  willing  that  France 
uonid  declare  n;  and  if  it  be  poasible  that  a 
wiah  of  tbie  sort  may  exist,  it  afibrda  a  Jtll 
Itttion  to  the  meaning  of  this  bill. 

Bnt  we  are  told,  said  Ur.  N^  tbat  we  onght 
not  to  exdte  tbe  animoeitj  of  tbe  people  of  St 
Dominso.  Ib  dot  present  Hitoation  caicniated 
to  produce  this  effect?  Oertaioly  not,  since 
tbey  are  necesBarilv  inTolved  with  tbe  mother 
oomitiy ;  and  to  tue  tbe  part  propoaed,  he  bad 
already  ahovra  might  be  attended  with  the 
most  direful  conseqaencee.  lie  tbonght  tbti 
oonntrr  ought  not  to  wish  for  tbe  independenct 
of  Bt.Dommgo  in  another  point  of  view.  How- 
ever  we  (nav  wish  to  see  the  naval  power  of 
France  pnt  down,  so  that  tbey  may  not  have  it 
in  their  power,  if  tbey  have  the  wish,  to  invade 
this  country,  it  is  hU^bly  important  to  ns  tbat 
the  naval  power  of  Enrope  dionld  be  divided. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  conld  be  for  the  inter- 
est of  this  country  tbat  Great  BHt^n  sbonld 
have  a  na^  wbit^  shonld  keep  tbe  world  in 
awe,  and  autjject  it  to  her  views;  and  if  we  ae- 
riat  in  destroying  tbe  ooloniea  of  France,  we 
shall  be  the  means  of  throwiog  tbem  and  tbeir 
naval  power  into  the  handa  of  Qreat  Britain. 
He  did  not  know  tbat  it  mattered  mnob  to  os 
whether  St.  Domingo  was  a  colony  of  France 
or  Sngland^only  as  it  would  add  to  tbe  naval 
Strength  of  England.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
motion  for  striking  oat  would  prevail. 

Mr.  PnroxKiy  observed,  that  so  mnch  had 
already  been  said  on  this  Enbjeot,  and  tbe  general 
principles  of  the  bill  bad  been  so  ably  defended, 
tbat  it  would  be  nnneceesair  to  make  more  than 
one  or  two  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vit^inia.  Tbat  gentleman  had  gone 
altogether  npon  the  idea  of  (bis  bill  being  of  so 
obnoxioDS  a  natnre  to  tbe  Government  of 
France,  that  it  moat  be  oonridered  by  that  gov- 
ernment as  a  cause  of  war.  He  thongbt  it  had 
already  been  shown,  that  the  gentleman  was 
altogether  mistaken  ;  and,  very  unhappily  for 
bis  position,  our  own  arperienoe  was  snffldent 
to  determine  whether  it  nas  ever  been  consid- 
ered OS  a  oanse  of  war  fbr  centra)  conntries  to 
trade  with  colonies  revolting  from  a  mother 
ooDntcT,  Ve  know,  said  he,  very  well  how 
neutral  nations  conducted  towards  us  in  oor 
revolt  from  the  Qovemment  of  Great  Britiun. 
Ur.  P.  believed  It  was  never  understood  that 
any  nation  with  whom  we  traded  was,  in  con- 
sequence, involved  in  war  with  Great  Britain. 
Tbe  fact  was  otbenrise.  It  was  never  so  looked 
npon  by  that  coontry,  and  gentlemen  will  admit 
that  tlmt  Government  was  at  least  higb-toned 
enough.  All  tbat  Great  Britain  did  was  to 
seize  the  vessels  whenever  she  conld  lay  bold 
of  them ;  and  this  is  the  risk  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  mentioned  oar  traders 
wonld  run  in  carrying  oommerce  into  any  place 
In  a  state  of  revolution.  It  is  well  known  tbat 
we  endeavored,  during  the  whole  course  of  our 
war,  to  draw  fbreign  oommeroe  to  this  oonntrv, 
which  was  Ibund  necessary  in  order  to  enable 
natooaRyontbewsr.    Agents  wero  employod 


'  for  this  purpose,  and  we  saw  no  moral  tnipitnJa 
in  this.  And  during  tbe  time  tbat  Holland  wit 
separated  from  the  dominion  of  Spain,  vu  tst 
declared  in  consequence  of  any  nation  trading 
with  Holland?  The  case  was  go  different,  te 
recollected  tbat  Holland  declared,  that  she  would 
seize  all  vessels  going  to  Spoin,  tbongtt  VivA 
had  heretofore  been  considered  as  tbe  motlier 
country.     This  was  revermng  the  case. 

With  respect  to  the  three  points  stated  gene- 
rally by  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  tbey  are  not  slid 
to  go  to  tbe  point  fbr  which  tbe  gentieman  from 
Yixif^nia  has  taken  them.  With  regard  to  the 
douceur  at  £80,000,  Mr.  P.  would  say,  tlist  if 
we  believe  this  attempt  to  have  been  mtde  to 
eitort  this  sura  of  money  from  onr  Envoys,  for 
cormpt  pnrposce,  (and  notwithstanding  w  that 
has  been  said  on  the  subject,  He  did  believe 
that  X  and  Y  were  the  agents  of  tbe  French 
Government  in  tbat  transaction,  and  which  has, 
indeed,  been  acknowledged  by  Y,  Mr.  BeDamj, 
of  Hamburg,  who  declares  he  has  never  written 
or  said  any  thing  to  our  Envoys,  iiut  tj  tbe  dl^ 
rection  of  tbe  Secretary  of  Foreign  AffJrs,)  DO 
reliance  ought  to  be  placed  npon  any  of  tbeir 
declarations;  for  after  sncb  aa  act, it  maybe 
supposed  they  will  say  one  thing  at  one  time 
and  another  at  another;  and  no  reliance  ooatd 
be  had  upon  any  thing  which  comes  from  so  ox- 


npt  a  ! 
Mr.  I 


P.  s^d  be  would  not  tronble  the  com- 
mittee longer,  except  in  one  point,  and  that  vm 
as  to  tbe  oonseqnences  whion  might  flow  from 
a  deolaration  of  independence  on  Uie  part  of  St. 
Domingo.  He  sboold  endeavor  to  answer  tb* 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  as  to  the  oonse- 
qnenoes  which  it  mightproduce  to  the  BootheA 
btatca.  It  was  a  snt^ect  to  which  be  had  psM 
all  tbe  attention  in  his  power.  He  did,  on  all 
questions,  endeavor  as  mnch  as  poamble  to  dimt 


stake,  in  which  his  native  counttr  and  eroT 
thing  dear  to  bim  was  concerned,  his  snceritf 
could  not  he  donbted.  Mr.  P.  md  not  Um- 
self  believe  that  this  bill  would  bare  tbe  least 
tendency  to  procure  the  independence  of  SL 
Domingo ;  but  as  some  gentlemen  think  it  is 
probable  tbat  this  may  be  the  result,  and  aa  no 
le  could  say  with  certainty  what  tbe  efltet  of 
ly  measure  would  be,  he  bad  oonsidered  tbe 
itiject  and  was  clearly  of  opinion,  tbat  should 
tbe  independence  of  that  island  tue  place,  tba 
event  would  be  more  advantageous  to  tbe 
Southern  Btatea,  than  if  it  remaned  mdet  tbe 
dominion  of  France,  conaidering  tAe  SspctHka 
which  France  baa  evinced  towards  ns,  (and  of 
which  be  saw  no  prospeote  of  a  change,)  ud 
the  present  oondnot  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Domingo,  JTothing  which  we  can  do,  said  Mr. 
,  in  bring  back  the  intaraal  state  of  that  id- 
and  to  tbe  ^te  it  was  formerlj  in,  Gonsidering 
tbe  inhabitants,  then,  in  the  light  of  fteemen, 
whether  will  it  be  better  fbr  nai/ln  tbe  Southcrti 
States,  to  liave  to  deal  witih  tban,  as  such,  a 
under  tbe  directum  of  tlie  FtenohGov« 


dbyGoO^le 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


Ijxvibt,  1799.] 


[E.  OVR. 


mnawDsble  and  ^rbitrarj  as  we  have  found  iti 
He  W  DO  be^UIion  in  Bayinfc,  tbftt,  it  would 
h  more  for  the  gafetr  of  the  Bontfaem  Stntes, 
to  Live  that  island  independent,  tlian  under  the 
GoTemnent  of  FraDce,  either  In  time  of  peace 
Of  "w.  If  oar  dispnte  with  France  shonld  not 
be  ucommodaled,  and  the;  keep  possession  of 
St.  DomiDSO,  the;  oonld  Invade  this  country 
mjyfroni  that  qaarter.  There  fs  there  a  large 
Wj  of  troops,  and  their  nnofflcial  agents  told 
mr  EnvDjB,  that  in  case  we  did  not  sahmit  to 
&az  conditions,  we  might  expect  an  attack 
baa  (hat  qnarter.  It  would  certdnl;  lessen 
Oe  dinger  from  that  Island,  were  it  to  be  sepa- 
nt(d  fram  France ;  bnt  renmning  in  the  hands 
tfFVuce,  and  snpported  by  the  poweriul  navy 
of  France,  notwiuistanding  all  the  vigor  we 
We  ahowQ  on  the  ocean,  we  might  be  very 
much  iimoyed  from  thenoe. 

If  these  people  in  St  Domingo  find  that  we 
withhold  wara  them  sappliee  which  are  nece»- 
larj  for  their  subsistence,  said  Ur.  F.,  thongh 
tb^  m  friendly  disposed  towards  ns,  they  will 
look  elsewhere  fbr  support ;  they  must  either 
tnni  their  attention  to  cultivating  their  land, 
look  to  Great  Britain,  or  become  freebooters. 
T]ach  rituation  is  it  most  for  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  that  they  should  be  in  ? 
Boidj  the  peaceftil  cultivation  of  the  gronnd ; 
ind  to  induce  them  t«  take  this  course,  it  will 
be  onr  interest  to  supply  them  with  what  they 
hare  oco^on  for,  leet  they  should  get  the  habit 
of  freebooters,  and  mate  our  commeroe  the  ob- 
ject of  their  plnnder.  He  hoped,  Aerefore,  the 
nwion  for  striking  out  would  not  prevoiL 

Kr.UicoN  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  trom 
Gonh  Carolnia  had  paid  particmar  attention  to 
tbis  scbject.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  every 
pnlleman  from  the  Southern  States  would  pay 
•tlentien  to  it  In  one  respect,  he  waa  precisely 
ki  the  same  situation  with  the  gentleman  from 
EoQth  Carolina.  Be  lived  in  a  country  that 
vould  ho  affected  by  any  event,  such  as  had 
W  mentioned,  and  ail  his  connections  were 
there.  It  was  the  same  with  all  other  gentle- 
Bfa  from  the  Southern  States.  He  differed  in 
opiuon,  however,  when  the  gentlemen  swd  that 
'e  thoold  have  less  to  aporehend  &«m  St.  Do- 
"■ingo,  in  case  it  should  Become  independent, 
^  whilst  it  remained  a  part  of  the  French 
wpnblic.  He  believed  the  state  of  society  to 
M  tach  in  that  oonntir,  as  not  to  admit  of  self- 

KvenunenL  In  case  they  separate  from  France, 
should  apprehend  that  the  oonseqnence  will 
te,  (hat  instead  of  being  ruled  b;  one  of  the 
Ewtipean  powers,  they  would  become  the  toola 
of  tbun  all,  in  turn,  and  we  should  probably 
i*n  the  same  game  played  off  upon  us  from 
theace,  that  we  have  heretofore  had  played 
°p<'n  OS  by  means  of  the  Indians. 

Ur.  M.  said,  that  although  the  part  of  the  bin 
"BTed  ifl  be  stricken  out,  doee  not  go  directly  to 
■J  that  it  has  reference  to  St  Bominga  it  is  a 
Wle  extraordinary  that  no  other  case  will  fit  it 
Jatrt  could  be  no  doubt,  if  the  island  became 
fidepfodeni,  we  ihould  have  a  right  to  trade  to 


It;  but  he  believed  it  would  puzzle  gentlemen 
to  find  an  instance  of  a  Legislatare  passing  a 
law  in  order  to  £t  a  case  which  might  h^ipen. 
As  he  tbonght  it  improper,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  stricken  out 

ib,  QooDmoic  said  this  amendment  went  to 
change  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  bill  goes 
upon  the  idea  that  when  any  island  in  the  West 
Indies  shall  cease  to  make  depredations  upon 
our  commerce,  onr  trade  shall  be  opened  with 
them,  without  regarding  by  what  anthority  or 
force  the  change  was  effected.  The  matter  ia 
not  placed  npon  the  ground  of  any  treaty 
whatever ;  for,  smd  Mr.  O.,  we  oan  neither  in- 
crease  nor  diminish  the  power  of  the  Pbibidkht 
in  this  respect.  A  great  deal  of  mist  has  been 
thrown  on  this  subject.  The  effect  of  thia 
Dmendment  will  be,  that  the  person  restrtdning 
from  depredations  upon  our  commerce  must  act 
under  tao  authority  of  the  Frenoh  Bepubllo'; 
on  the  contrary,  the  friends  of  this  hill  wish  not 
to  examine  by  what  authoritythe  thing  is  dona, 
provided  that  it  be  done.  Tfe  have  a  right  to  say 
that  onr  vessels  shall  go  to  any  port  we  please ; 
but,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  amendment 
suppodng  the  island  of  St  Domingo  was  con- 
quered, we  could  not  send  our  commerce  there, 
nor  could  we  send  it  to  a  place  in  rebellion ;  so 
that  our  commeroe  was  to  be  affected  by  every 
change  of  circumstances  which  might  take 
place.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  recc^ 
nize  DO  prindpte  which  shall  say  we  have  not 
a  right  to  send  our  commerce  wherever  we 
please,  whether  the  places  to  which  onr  veasela 
go  are  In  war,  peace,  or  rebellion. 

Ur.  OAu^iTor  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
gentleman  lh)m  Connecticnt  say  that  this  is 
merely  a  commerdal  qneetion.  Let  ns,  said  he^ 
examine  the  effect  of  this  amendment  We  are 
told  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  do  not  ex- 
tend to  any  colony  which  mav  be  conquered; 
for  instance,  to  St  Martin's,  St  Lucia,  or  any 
other  colonies  which  have  been  conquered.  Let 
us  see,  then,  how  it  will  apply  if  this  amend- 
ment is  rejected,  and  whether  the  question  ia 
commercial  or  pollticaL  Let  us  inquire,  said 
be,  what  is  the  case  provided  for,  if  the  amend- 
ment 13  r^ected,  and  which  is  unprovided  fbr 
if  it  is  adopted,  and  it  will  then  appear  what 
gromid  is  covered  by  the  opposers  of  this 
amendment  If  rejected,  it  will  result,  that  ^ 
persons  who  may  claim  or  exerdse  any  com- 
mand in  any  island,  Ac,  although  they  have 
not  that  command  under  the  Government  of 
France,  and  who  shall  refr^  tram  privateering, 
shall '  be  entitled  to  a  free  trade  with  this  coun- 
try. The  only  case  is  a  case  of  insurrection 
and  rebellion.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  shonld 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
that  if  once  a  rebellion  takes  place,  or  any 
colony  shall  declare  itself  independent,  (but,  by 
the  by,  the  doctrine  is  not  countenanced  by  the 
law  of  nations,)  that  we  may  trade  there  as  we 
please.  Does  it  reeult  that  we  have  a  right  to 
pass  a  law  beforehand  to  oontemplate  such  an 
eveutt    If  we  c^  It  will  be  q>euing  pubBeljr, 
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thus :  "  If  any  peraons  aball,  En  anj  iaUnd,  port, 
or  pUc«,  beloopng  to  the  French  Hepnbli<:^  raise 
on  insurrection,  and  declare  tbemselTes  Inde- 
pendent, and  shall  be  fonnd  to  refrain  from 
committing  depredfttiona  npon  onr  coQunerce, 
we  will  open  a  fne  trade  with  them."  And 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Conneotiout  calla  this  a 
mere  oommercial  question. 

Tbe  oommittee  have  been  told  of  a  namber 
of  cases  which  he  bad  been  astonished  to  hear 
-  oases  which  happened  in  our  war.  Gentle- 
men  who    have   mentioned    these  have   not 


Holland,  which  has  already  been  explained 
fonner  debate.  Mr.  O.  said,  gentlemen  m 
put  what  ooDstmotion  they  pleased  upon 
section ;  bat  certainly  publicly  to  tell  tbe  French 
colonies  that  if  they  will  rebel  og^ust  their 
Govemment,  and  restrdn  from  depredating 
TQMin  us,  we  will  treat  with  them,  ia  to  invite 
l^em  to  do  it.  A  declaration  of  war  has  always 
b«en  the  consequenoe  of  snch  a  conduct  In 
other  coontriee;  and  he  supposed  gentlemen  are 
not  ready  for  ft  declaration  of  war,  tbongh  they 
tell  ns  there  is  no  change  in  onr  aSisirs  for  tiie 
better ;  that  n^otiation  is  at  an  end ;  that  no 
idea  can  be  entertained  of  the  sincerity  of  any 
profeeaions  of  the  French ;  and  not  being  ready 
to  bring  in  a  declaration  of  war,  they  are  not 
mrely  ready  to  make  it,  or  provoke  it ;  and  if 
not,  why  assnme  a  principle  that  may  have  this 
Afibctt  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to. 
The  committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  dt 


TauBBD^T,  Jaonary  S4. 
D«ath  of  Mr.   TaamtU. 

received  fi«m  the  Senate,  in- 
lorming  tne  nousethat  Hbnbt  TiZEWKj-Esq,, 
one  of  their  body,  died  this  morning,  and  that 
they  had  directed  orders  to  be  taken  respecting 
hiafrineral. 

Afterwards,  on  motion  of  Vr.  Dxnr,  the 
House  oame  to  the  following  resolution  r 

£w[>{ti«£  That  this  House  will  attend  the 
fimeral  trf  HaifsT  Tahwbu^  Esq.,  late  a  mem- 
ber ot  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  to- 
morrow, at  half  past  four  o'clock.* 

Jntoreouns  vUh  FranM, 
The  Honse  a^n  reeolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  sns- 
pend  the  commercial  interoonne  between  tbe 
United  States  and  France,  and  the  dependen- 
dea  thereof,  and  for  other  pnrposee. 

Ur.  Spaioht's  amendment  being  under  oon- 
■tderation, 

Mr.  Habtlkt  wa&  the  general  polioy  of  thw 
bill  bad  been  considered  at  tbe  last  session ;  and 
he  had  no  donbt,  that  when  any  parts  of  the 


It  vu  Dot  U»  «(U(<im  tluD  to  wtlanni  th*  Hoih  to 
id  Iha  fOBuiI  at  X  DHmbar.  Th*  boilil  took  pUe*  bo- 
or ■ftar,  tha  SMft  iimIiiii 


French  dominions  cease  to  depredate  upon  ov 
eommcrce,  we  might,  with  propriety,  open  oni 
interoonrse  with  them.  If^  for  iostUKe,  tbt 
Isle  of  France  bad  fitted  ont  privateen,  ml 
depredated  npon  oor  commerce,  and  chose  to 
forbear  to  do  so  in  fntnre,  and  leave  our  pssMge 
to  the  Indian  seas  clear,  it  woold  be  a  good 
reason  for  opening  our  commerce  with  tint 
place.  The  case  of  St.  Domingo  is  etiD 
stron^r,  and  has,  as  has  been  shown,  the  powa 
of  domg  as  mnch  mischief^  sbonld  we  refuse  to 
furnish  them  with  the  necesmcj  supplies,  it 
they  call  in  their  privateers,  therefore,  it  would 
certainly  be  right  to  open  onr  intercoane  with 
that  valnable  island,  especially  since  they  appear 
to  be  abandoned  Sf  France,  who  has  iciib- 
drawn  aJ  her  troofs  fivim  the  Island. 

After  some  other  observations,  Ifr.  H.  on- 
oluded  with  hoping  the  amendment  wonldnot 
be  agreed  to,  as  it  would  only  tend  to  embsrrui 
the  bill,  by  making  it  neoeesar;  to  ascertain  tbt 
legality  of  the  govemlo^  onthoritf  of  tiie 
places  with  which  we  might  open  oor  EDte^ 

Ur.  Biuoi  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
as  it  came  round  to  the  same  point  with  that 
which  the  gentieman  tmra  Pennsvlvania  b^ 
proposed.  It  stmck  him  that,  in  ue  ooorse  <rf 
the  debate,  gentiemen  have  forgot  the  groacid 
on  which  we  stand.  Onr  treaties  with  the 
French  Oovemment  have  been  declared  raid, 
on  Bccoimt  of  tbe  conduct  of  that  Qovernment. 
We  have  proceeded  farther,  and  so^woded  ill 
oommercial  intercourse  with  France  and  her 
dependendes.  It  wonld  be  well  to  coogida 
what  kind  of  connection  now  exists  betwea 
the  United  States  and  France,  and  whether! 
measure  of  the  kind  proposed  can  injure  onr 
present  prospect  of  peace.  By  the  atfnmeDH 
of  some  gentlemen  it  wonld  seem  that  we  m 
nnder  some  obligation  or  contract  to  that  Oov- 
emment; whereas,  we  ought  to  oonsito  oer- 
selves,  with  respect  to  it,  in  no  other  ligbt  thin 
we  consider  ourselves  with  respect  to  tbe  gor- 

'-  of  the  world  with  which  we  have  no 


connection.  We  have,  therefore,  no  oUect  to 
porsae,  bnt  what,  In  a  dignified  national  viev. 
It  is  oor  dnty  and  oor  interest  to  pnnne. 

This  separation  having  been  effected  by  tlie 
wrong  acts  of  the  French  Government,  she  can 
have  no  cl^m  npon  us ;  we  lutve  taken  car 
stand  npon  such  ground  as  can  alwavs  be  Jesti- 
fled,  whenever  a  spirit  of  Jostioe  sball  ream. 
There  is  no  man^  said  Mr,  B.,  in  the  Hal0^        i 
who  does  not  wish  for  peace,  wh«iew  it  csa 
be  obtained  on  a  solid  foundation.    But  it  was        ; 
well  observed  yestwday  by  his  ooOesgae,  (Ifr. 
GoODBioH,)  that  this  question  la  whc^  a  com- 
mercial one.    This  declaration  gaveo&tieeto        | 
the  ^tleman  fh)m   Pennsylvania     He  wM 
snrpnsed  that  any  one  could  enppoee  tins  to  be        I 
tlie  case.    Mr.  B.  said  he  was  equally  sailed 
the  argnraenla  of  that  gentleman.    What 
connection  had  we  with  the  iWich  Oareni- 
menti  or  what  oonneotion  had  we  within 
other,  beddee    commerdalt      Be  had  heaid 
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■inch  eUmor  oat  of  doore  abont  other 
•Ktiaai— aboat  treaties  ofiendve  and  defensive. 
Ec  hqwd  no  such  cotmeiioa  ever  would  exist 
betvMQ  this  country  and  any  nation  whatever. 
¥r.  Spuobt  8ud,  he  wL^ed  to  have  given 
Ibe  Ttuons  which  indnoed  bim  to  make  this 
■QeDdmeDt  yesterday,  bat  a  motion  being 
nude  for  the  oommittee  to  ri«e,  proveoted  him. 
Hivinz  been  a  member  of  the  oommittee  who 
firmed  this  bill,  and  having  ^van  his  consent 
to  it,  be  trusted  it  would  not  be  believed  that 
lie  broDght  forward  this  motion  to  defeat  the 
tiD;  bis  object  was  to  make  it  more  psiatable 
to  muiy  gentlemen,  who,  if  an  amendmeDt 
Mnething  like  the  present  wts  Dot  adopted, 
■odd  vote  against  the  bill.  The  oentlemen 
from  Ifsnacbnaetts  and  Oonneoticat  Lave  s^d, 
Hut  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  it  will  de- 
iboj  tome  of  the  most  important  princtpleB  of 
tbc  UlL  He  believed  they  had  mistaken  the 
tOKi  nt  the  amendment  They  state  that  it 
■iO  be  Deoeau;  for  the  Fxendkmt  to  inqnire 
wbether  the  eommaoder  of  any  island  with 
which  be  was  abont  to  open  onr  interoonrse, 
bd  luiBiith(»1^  from  the  fVenchOovemment? 
On  the  coDtrsrr,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  S.  that,  ao 
long  M  the  citi»uu  of  any  island  acknowledged 
Fruee  Bi  Om  noother  eonntry,  whatever  anuo- 
lity  may  exigt  there,  the  place  mnst  be  under 
the  Qevemment  of  France.  If  an  open  rebet- 
im  look  place,  it  wonld  alter  the  case  entirely. 
And  if  oonqnered  by  any  of  the  belligerent 
poren,  it  wonld  not  then  come  mider  the  bill ; 
n  that,  in  dther  case,  the  amendment  ooold 
late  BO  bad  effect  The  principal  motive  with 
bim  for  moriog  the  amendment  waa,  in  order 
tot«ke  away  the  oljectimi  made  to  it  by  many 
^nJemen,  that  the  bill  is  oalcnlated  to  produce 
the  iodependeoce  of  St.  Domiugo;  for  he  bim- 
«tf  had  no  BQch  view,  nor  did  he  think  any 
otlier  memtter  of  the  committee,  who  reported 
Ifae  Irill,  had.  He  beUeved,  if  the  wants  of 
)heM  pet^e  are  (applied  from  this  country,  it 
*ill  be  better  that  they  shoold  remain  onder  the 
Government  of  Fraaoe ;  but,  if  we  reftaae  to 
Kpjij  them  with  provisions,  thw  nuqr  act  ai 
*<«booten,  or  do  still  worse— throw  them- 
■dics  into  the  haids  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  order 
toprorare  soppliea.  These  reasonsbad  induced 
Uffl  to  make  the  amendment,  and  he  ahoold  be 
^  to  see  it  adopted. 

Vi.  Cbxmfuv  could  see  no  difference  between 
^  sod  the  former  amendment,  whioh  had 
bea  neptived.  The  derign  of  this  section  is, 
to  utboriae  the  FsBamNT  to  open  the  tnter- 
Mtine  with  aaj  of  the  islands  and  the  Umted 
Sutes,  wbanevCT  he  ahall  deem  it  otm^itent 
with  the  honor  aod  dignity  of  this  oouitry, 
vithont  ioqniring  whether  enoh  plaoe  is  under 
Ibe  French  GoTcnunent  Freqnent  decrees  are 
pmed  in  FVanoa,  said  Hr.  0.,  for  revoking  the 
ranmiadinis  of  tliesa  officers,  which  are  not 
Hdiirced ;  and  jet,  if  this  amendment  is  passed, 
■th  a  persMi  could  not  be  tre^ed  with,  and  it 
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or  not  If  the  islands  choose  to  cease  fhim 
tbeir  depredations,  he  wonld  openly  trade  with 
them ;  fur  the  interooune  was  originally  sna* 
pendedi  not  with  a  view  of  starving  the  iiilands, 
bnt  to  prevent  depredations  being  coniniittad 
upon  our  commerce.  He  was  astonished  to  find 
that  nothing  conid  come  t>efore  this  House,  but 
gentlemen  are  ready  to  ol^ect  to  it  on  account 
of  the  effect  it  may  have  on  France.  For  his 
part,  if  the  measure  be  beneficial  to  this  coun< 
try,  he  cared  not  what  effect  it  might  have 
upon  France.  It  was  said  this  provision  would 
have  a  tendency  to  provoke  insurrectJon,  or 
the  independwce  of  the  island ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  bcdleved,  if  this  law  does  not  pan,  Uiey  wiU 
throw  themsdves  into  tiie  hands  of  Oreat 
Britain,  or  Lecome  plunderers  of  onr  property. 
He  hoped  to  see  the  interconrse  opened,  not 
only  with  6t  Domingo,  but  with  the  Isle  of 
Frsnoe. 

Hr.  Haspkb  said,  when  this  amendment  was 
first  made,  he  con«dered  it  as  making  no  eon- 
tnderable  change  in  the  section,  and  was,  there- 
ibre,  inclined  to  vote  for  it;  bat  the  gentleman 
from  l£aasachasettB,  (Mr.  Yasvuv,)  of  whose 
discernment  he  had  a  Tery  high  opinion,  having 
eud  that  he  contddered  it  as  making  a  very  con- 
siderable ebange  in  the  aeotion,  and  declaring 
that  he  wonld,  on  that  aooonnt,  vote  for  it,  he 
indnoed  to  take  a  further  view  of  it  and 
he  found,  npon  reconsideration,  that  it  would. 
Indeed,  male  a  very  material  change  in  the 
section,  and  l>eoaQ8e  he  fonnd  this  wonld  be  the 

se,  he  must  vote  ag^nst  it 

Mr.  OAU.ATIX  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
this  amendment  goee  no  ftirther  than  to  pre- 
vent any  stipulations  with  persons  who  have 
UBorped  thepowerof  aeomitry.  It  waa  yester- 
day stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Msssschnsetts, 
and  repeated  to-dsy  by  the  gentleman  fhim 
North  Carolina,  that  it  did  not  extend  to  oases 
where  men's  commissions  are  donbtfiil.  If  a 
has  onoe  held  a  commission  as  an  agent  in 
any  French  colony,  he  may  be  recognized  as  their 
agent,  so  long  as  he  has  not  been  publicly  de< 
dared  to  be  otherwise.  His  exercising  the 
power  wilt  be  enfflcient  proof  that  he  has  it ; 
and,  unices  this  printuple  is  admitted,  it  most 
'  !  evident  that  the  biu  is  intended  to  operate 

favor  of  revolters.  . 

There  is  a  great  difference,  said  Hr,  O.,  be- 
tween this  amendment  and  the  one  which  had 
moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  or  that  which 
be  had  himself  moved.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  it  waa  bis 
also,  that  the  PKierosirT  onght  not  to  be  author- 
ized to  open  a  trade  with  8t  Domingo,  unless 
the  constitnted  authorities  of  France  bad  dis* 
avowed  their  former  aggresaiona,  and  refrained 
ft^nn  them ;  they  did  not  think  it  right  to  per- 
mit a  trade  with  particalar  parts  of  the  posses- 
nous  of  France,  considering  that  the  measure 
was  ori^nally  taken  to  distress  the  French 
Gtovemment,  and  bring  it  to  terms;  but  thia 
section  glvee  the  power  of  opening  a  partial  in* 
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tercouree  witk  St.  Domingo,  tbon^  the  Gor- 
ernmoDt  of  FrsDoe  should  not  diuvow  anj  of 
her  former  illegal  acts ;  and  the  preMat  araend- 
ment  011I7  proposee  to  except  oaaes  of  inrargeD* 
oj.  Not  could  he  see  what  poMible  objection 
oan  be  made  to  it,  except  that  it  will  prevent  a 
Inre  from  being  held  ont  U  promote  the  inde- 


pendence of  St.  Domingo ; 


IT  in  nothing  else 
r  from  the  bifi  as  it 
nov  stands. 

If  we  are  to  bold  ont  this  Inre,  aidd  Hr.  Q., 
It  must  be  beoanse  we  haTe  the  rlgbt,  and  it  is 
nnr  interest  to  do  it.  When  be  aaserted  we 
have  not  the  right  to  do  it,  he  wonld  remark 
npon  the  word  "  right."  Gentlemen  say  we 
have  a  rig^t  to  do  thik  beoanse  we  are  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  Ko  donbt  Bnt  when  ba  e 
we  have  not  a  ligbt  to  do  it,  be  meant  that 
eonld  not  do  it  without  Infraoting  the  law  of 
nations,  or  those  mlee  which  we  bare  declared 
ongbt  to  govern  eveiy  nation.  And  thongh  the 
gentleman  from  Oonneotiont  haa  said  that 
there  is  no  conneotian  of  a  political 
tween  ns  and  France,  and  therefore  considers 
this  as  merelj  a  oommerdsl  regulation,  Hr.  O. 
s^d,  he  has  mistaken  his  meaning,  by  making 
nae  of  the  word  "oonneclJon"  instoaa  of  rtla- 
tum.  We  have  no  connection,  either  conuner- 
dal  or  polidoal,  with  France;  bnt  we  stand,  as 
■  nation,  in  a  political  and  omnmercial  relation 
with  France  and  other  nations.  There  is  no 
oonneotion  between  ns,  bnt  there  is  the  aame 
relation,  boUi  political  and  commerdal,  that 
there  is  between  all  other  nationa.  And,  add 
Ur.  G.,  it  is,  donbtlees,  an  infraotion  on  the  law 
of  nationa  to  ofibr  haj  Inre,  or  promote  tlie 
independence  of  a  colony.  We  oertainlf  have 
B  right  to  give  aadstanoe,  in  case  of  a  rebdlion, 
by  rnnning  the  risk  of  becoming  a  party  in  the 
war,  bnt  not  withont  infraoting  the  law  of 
nations ;  stiil  less  ocnld  we  do  it  withont  break- 
ing tb^  morally  u:  politJca,  the  breach  of 
which  we  have  so  often  complained  of.  We 
may  Happoae  the  Government  of  France  radical- 
ly wrong,  and  the  people  exerciring  it  oormpt, 
bnt  neither  wonld  Jnstify  the  overtoming,  or 
holing  ont  anv  enconragement  to  others  to 
orertnm,  the  Oovemment  of  any  part  of  her 
dmendendee.  A  oondnct  of  this  kind  oonld 
tmn  be  Jnatifiedin  time  of  war. 

In  this  oonstry,  in  onr  meeehes,  at  least,  we 
have  gone  fbrther,  and  Bidd  that,  even  In  cue  of 
war.  It  wonld  not  be  ria^t  ta  uw  the  seeds  of 
taunrrectlca ;  for,  on  what  other  gromida  oonld 
we  account  fbr  the  philip^Es  whioh  have  been 
pronounced  on  thia  noor  against  FranccL  for  ho" 
eondnot  not  only  against  conntries  with  whom 
Ae  was  at  peace,  bnt  also  against  those  with 
whom  she  was  at  war.  Tltis  was  the  case  with 
respect  to  all  the  ohai^ea  made  against  France 
with  respect  to  Bolland,  or  the  Uilanese  (now 
Oisalpine  Republic)  with  whom  she  was  at  war 
when  the  attempts  oondemned  were  made. 
Bnt  we  have  s^d,  war  is  at  best  an  nnibrtnnate 
•late,  and  it  is  not  right  to  heighten  its  evils  by 
exdting  inmureoticMis  and  oonmiotionB,    If  this 


principle  is  right,  and  Hr.  G.  believed  it  oomrt 
ID  most  cases,  it  is  dear  that  we  sh^  not  ba 
jnstified  in  promoting  insurrections,  even  In 
war,  mnoh  less  in  this  state  which  is  a  state  of 
hostility,  bnt  not  of  war. 

Notwithstending  the  respect  which  he  paid 
to  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina  (Hr.  PnrOKnar)  he  oonld  not  he  per- 
anaded  that  the  independence  of  St.  DomiTigo 
could  be  a  dedrable  object.  To-dsy,  it  had 
b«en  avowed,  in  what  fell  from  hli  colle^oe, 
(Hr.  RiBTLrr,)  that  this  was  the  groand  upon 
which  the  clanse  was  founded,  all  the  Frendi 
fbrce  being  withdrawn.  He  gave  credit  to 
t^e  candor  of  his  colleague  for  the  dedsrstioD. 
and  it  was  in  this  point  of  view  which  he  had 
alws^  considered  it,  beoanse  be  bad  stated  that, 
no  donbt,  su  agent  from  that  quarter  had  come 
with  proportions  to  our  governmenL 

Hr.  G'.  repeated  some  of  his  fmmer  ressoDi 
against  the  policy  of  promoting  the  indepen- 
dence of  Sl  Domuuo.  He  heard  the  geDtle- 
man  from  Rhode  l£nd,  wtUi  regret,  r«i  ' 
of  those  Illiberal  ideas  that  bad  been  so  fr 
ly  introdnoed  here,  by  aaylng  that  gentte 
seemed  opposed  bo  this  measore,  bseansa  it 
would  be  Injurious  to  France. 

Mr.  PutuuiiT  wiabed  to  make  a  ringb  ob- 
servation upon  what  fell  fr«>m  the  gentlemsD 
from  Pennsylvania.  In  order  to  defbat  sU  that 
haa  been  said  about  this  section  holding  o«t  s 
lore  for  the  establishment  of  the  independaow 
of  8t  Domingo,  it  need  only  be  aaid,  that  It  is 
confined  to  the  colonies  which  are  under  tbs 
jnrisdiotion  of  France.  The  langnsAS  c^  this 
olanse  Is,  "  so  long  as  yon  oontinne  ^pcoident, 
we  will  treat  with  yon." 

Hr,  NicBOLie  explained. 

Hr.  Snuam  obaerved  (hat  the  oentlansn 
ftvm  Pean^Ivanla  insisted  npon  it,  that,_  with- 
ont this  amendment,  this  blit  would  bdd  out  a 
lure  to  inaarrectkms  In  Bt.  Domingo,  and  that 
if  gentlemen  did  not  wish  to  enoonrage  tbesa, 
they  must  agree  to  the  amraidment  What  is 
this  enconragement )  It  is,  "  if  yon  will  for- 
bear conuniiting  depredadona,  which  we  bSTS 
heretofore  experienced  lh>m  yon,  we  wlU  opoi 
onr  trade  with  yon."  Then,  aoemding  to  the 
gentkman's  reasoning,  aota  of  hostility  aniiBt 
the  oommerae  of  this  oonnby,  «re  fhrarsbltto 
France;  or  rather, oeuing  to  oomndt  tbam  is 
an  Mt  of  rebellk«  gainst  the  mottm  eouitry; 
and,  to  Im^  ont  a  Inre  on  onr  part,  to  stf^  tbtss 
depredations.  Is  so  ocmtra^  to  the  views  <i 
France^  as  to  f^ve  a  tdgli  ofoioe  to  that  coon- 
try. 

Hr.  HcDowux  remarked,  that  geatloMB 
opposed  to  thia  ammdmea^  all  uree  that  the 
section,  as  it  stands,  holds  ont  no  tare  to  tuKi^ 
rection  in  the  French  West  India  iakands;  if 
not,  why  should  they  oMect  to  this  ameDdnisal, 
which  is  only  oaicnkted  to  mab  ottUla  what 
is  at  present  donbtftil  to  Mme  membert.  Be 
wished  gentlemen  to  consider  what  mi^t  b« 
Hie  conseqnenoe  of  anthoritlng  the  Pmmsn 
to  tnat  with  ""■"*'»"' -H  penoaa.    Ooitl^ 
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mine  to  the  merclisnta  of  this  coaatiy ;  ana  be 
ns  ilmi  that  the  richness  of  this  trade  had 
too  much  atb^otion  to  be  reabt«d  bf  those  con* 
vrarA  in  it,  ihoogb  it  might  be  dearly  piircha»- 
ed  bj  ibe  nation  at  large.  He  Offered  widely 
in  WDion  from  the  gentleman  from  Soato 
Cirolina,  with  reapect  to  the  effect  which  the 
bdependenoe  of  that  island  wonid  hare  upon 
ttiiconntiy;  he  believed  ttwas  bj  no  means 
I  dMinhle  event  to  this  oonntry, 

Jfr,  J.  Wnxuiia  did  not  intend  to  have  saiA 
ts;  thing  on  tbia  sabjecL  as  it  ts  principBllv  a 
Mimiiereial  ooaoenj,  of  vriiob  he  knew  bnt  lit- 
tit;  bat  be  also  conceived  that  the  ogricnltnral 
iitenn  i»  connected  with  it  'Genuemen  are 
ifriid  more  is  meant  by  this  bill  than  meets  the 
(je;  tlMj  are  nfrwd  to  take  a  worm  or  a  fly, 
nt  a  hook  shoold  be  concealed  in  them.  In- 
*ad  of  war,  he  thooght  this  bill  calcnlated  to 
promote  peace.  It  is  admitted,  on  all  baoda, 
Md  Mr.  W.,  that  Hispaniola  cannot  support 
ilBtV.  How  mnst  they,  then,  get  support! 
Bthcr  we  must  etipply  them,  or  they  mnst  de- 
vnA  upon  neutral  islands,  or  the  people  mnst 
Mnd  tiidr  whole  force  npon  our  commerce. 
Wbit,  laid  he,  is  most  prodent  to  dot  He 
dion^t  the  regnlation  proposed  by  this  bill  the 
best  that  could  be  hit  npon.  Bnt  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Virginia  said  we  are  obliged  to  send 
ca  tobacco  throogh  Spun  to  France ;  is  this, 
1^  be,  en  advantage  to  the  people  of  this 
wmtryf  It  iqay  be  preenmed,  Mr.  T.  said, 
fill  the  naacDKBT  will  go  no  fhrther  in  this 
tnaneei  than  the  inter«at  of  the  oomitry  re- 


in this  ofllcer,  he  will  be  nnable  to  do  any  thing 
fi»«.    He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
luigreedto. 
It  WIS  negatived — 19  to  41, 

UoXDAT,  Jannaiy  98. 
Intmvoiin»«itA  JfVaM». 

The  bm  tbrther  R]q)eDding  onr  oommerdal 
btercoorM  with  iYanoe  and  her  dependencies, 
Old  for  other  pnrpoaee,  having  been  read  the 
third  time, 

Ur.  Aluk  mored  Ibr  a  recommitment  of  the 
US  in  order  to  have  expnnged  a  proviso  intro- 
dncedby  Ae  member  from  Teiuie«ee,  eiclading 
lh«  port  <rf  Kew  Orleana  from  lis  operation. 
He  Mated  hte  reason  to  be,  that  he  did  not  be- 
Beve  that  waa  likely  to  be  a  rendezroos  for 
TtoBb  priTateera;  bnt  that,  if  it  shonid  be,  it 
ought  to  be  liable  to  the  same  reetrictioDs  with 
c^Birpoils;  and,  if  it  was  not  likely  to  become 
iharMrof  pHvateerfljto  insert  a  proviso  of  this 
tied,  waa  to  show  a  distrust  that  the  Pbsbi- 
Mnwoald  not  exeroise  the  power  ^ven  to 
Ud  for  the  interest  of  the  United  BUtes. 

TIds  motHH)  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Ona,  and 
<^poaed  hj  Ue«n«.  Vctible,  Nicbolas,  B. 
Bkos,  W.  Oi-uBOBiiB,  and  Haxfks.    It  waa 


negatived,  the  jeaa  and  naya  belns  token — 7i 
tola. 

The  oneetion  on  the  passing  of  the  biU  waa 
then  taken,  and  stood,  yeas  66,  nays  37,  as  fol- 

Yeu. — John  iJlta,  Geotgt  Bacr,  jnii.,  BaUej 
Butlett,  Jamei  A.  Bayard,  Joaathui  Brace,  Daviil 
Brooks,  Stephen  Bollaclt,  Christopher  Q  ChunpUo, 
Jalm  Chapman,  JamM  Cochrva,  William  Craik, 
John  Denida,  Cieorge  Dent,  William  Kdmoad,  Thomas 
Evani,  AUel  Funter,  Dwigbt  Foster,  Joaathati  Fnw- 
man,  ITathaniel  Freeman,  jno.,  Henry  GUim,  Chaon- 
cey  Goodrich,  Roger  Qrinrold,  wniiam  Barty  Qrara, 
Robert  Qoodhw  Haiper,  Thomai  Hartley,  WDBuil 
Hindman,  Hoekiah  L.  Honnar,  Jamea  H.  Iml^, 
John  Wilkei  Klttera,  Samnel  Lyman,  Jamee  Machu, 
WilUam  Matthew*,  Danid  Morgan,  Harriaon  Q.  Oti% 
Ijaao  PaAer,  JoaUh  Paiker,  liomaa  PinekiKi}. 
JiAn  Reed,  John  Rntledge,  jnn.,  Jamei  Soharemao, 
Samnel  Sewall,  William  Sbepard,  Tfaomai  Sinolck- 
tttn,  Samnet  Smith,  Blchard  Dobbs  Spa%ht,  Feleg 
Spragne,  George  Thatcher,  Hark  ThompwHi,  Tbo' 
mai  Tillinghait,  John  £.  Van  Allen,  Feleg  Vadt- 
voTth,  Bobert  Wain,  John  WDIiama,  and  Robert 
Williama 

Nats.— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Tboa. 
Blonnt,  Richard  Breot,  Robert  Blown,  Samnal  J. 
Cabell,  Thomai  Claiborne,  WQUam  C.  C.  ClalbMlM, 
Hatthaw  Clay,  John  Ck^ltOci,  Thomu  T,  Dnil, 
John  Davaon,  Joaeph  Eg^xton,  Local  Ehnendoiph, 
WiDiam  Fuidlay,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamei  GOlecpie, 
Andrew  (ir^g,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  HarriMin, 
Jonadian  If.  Hanna,  Joseph  Heiner,  David  Holme^ 
Walter  Jooei,  Edward  UvingBtim,  Matthew  Locke, 
Nathauel  Macm,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas 
Thompson  J.  SUnner,  William  Smith,  Richard 
^rigg,  Abram  Tiigg,  John  Tri^,  Philip  Tan  Cort- 
ludt,  Joaeph  B.  Tamun,  and  Abraham  Venahle, 

Freneh  Affairt. 
The  following  Message-was  received  firom  the 
PsmsKNT  or  THZ  TJniriD  Btath). 
QmUtmrn  ^lia  Bault,  md 

Gtmemat  ^  Ai  B<ml  of  Bfrnmlntnti : 
An  edict  of  the  Execotire  Inrectoiy  of  the  F^«noh 
RepoUio  of  the  twenty-ninlh  of  October,  1798,  in- 
olceod  in  a  letter  &om  our  Hinliter  Plenipotendaiy 
in  Loodcn^  of  the  dxteonA  of  Kavember,  is  cf  to 
nmob  importance  that  it  cannot  be  loo  soon  eommn- 
nlcated  to  yon  and  to  llie  pnhlia 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Jiauairv  26,  1799. 

£Efr(K<  qfa  IMtr  Jhm  Raf—  Kmg,  £tq.,  MilUittr 
FttK^olaitiorf  if  On  Uniled  auoa  at  UndtM,  b  IM* 
8t«nlaj  ^Stota,  di^td  Ifambtr  16,  ITSa 
"The  amiezed  airh  wmld  appear  extravagant  and 


ii^juatiee  of  France,  that  we  almoit  ceaie  to  sipiMa 
onr  iDTpiiae  and  indignation  at  the  new  initanoei  Aat 
«he  BontinoCT  to  diiplay.' 

Deerfifiit  Slcea^we  Dimicrj,  of  Oebiber  30,  1798. 


Iffiniiterof  Foreign  Relationi,  c     .    .     „  ._ 
Seet«,  prtvateen,  and  ihlpa,  of  En^aad  and  RoNla, 
ai«  in  part  eqdpped  bylcndgoen. 
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H.  OF  B.] 

Coni^uing  tllU  Qiil  riolatloa  Ii  ■  rnanilM  tbiue 
of  the  right!  of  ution^  tod  that  tba  powera  of 
Etmpe  isn  not  takoi  an;  duuhtm  to  piohJbit  it 

Irt.  Evety  indJTidnal,  dsIIt*  (om  origimavt)  rf 
firieodlr  oonntrie«,  allied  to  tha  Fronch  Repablio,  or 
aaatnd,  besring  a  eommiwion,  gtanted  by  the  ene- 
tnkt  of  France,  or  niakii^  put  of  the  crews  of  •hipa 
of  irar,  ud  othen,  enemiei,  ehall  be  by  thii  dugle 
fact  decloed  a  pirate,  and  beated  ai  anoh,  widiont 
being  pemiiltvd  in  anj  caae  to  alkge  that  he  bad 
been  foiced  into  inch  aervioe  by  TlolaaM,  threata,  or 
otherw)»e. 

2d.  The  Eiaaotin  Dlreotoiiea  oT  tba  Batavian, 
l^gnrian,  Citalplne,  Hid  Bomaii  BepnbUoe,  ihall  ba 
inatnicted  to  thii  eSbct. 

3d.  llie  proTiBon*  coatatned  In  the  fint  article 
iluU  ba  notified  to  tfaoee  powen  which  aM  neutral 
or  allied  to  the  French  Kcpnbliix 

4th.    Tho  Minister!  of  titcrior  Balation!  i«  charg- 
ed with  the  execodon  of  the  pinient  arrit  which  ihall 
ba  printed  In  the  Bulletin  of  the  Lav!. 
(Signed)  TEUILHABD, 


TiTzaoAT,  Jbqovj  20. 
T&oiuB  BuKTm,  from  South  Oandioa,  ap- 
peared and  took  hii  seat  in  the  House. 

FxmAT,  Febroar;  1. 
JoKir  FowLSB,  from  Eentnokj,  appemi  and 
took  bis  seat  in  the  Eonsa 

Semomtranet  of  Gtorgia. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  B.uj)wur,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  ft  select  oommitt«e  on  the  petition 
and  remonstrance  of  the  L«sislatnre  of  ueorgia ; 
and  the  resolntion  reported  by  that  committee 
being  nnder  consideration,  ita  adoption  wea 
opiHMed  principally  hy  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  NiOBOLAS  thought  the  following  resoln- 
tion  would  be  less  exceptionable  than  the  one 
reported,  and  it  was  agreed  to— fi5  votes  being 
in  its  &Tor. 

"  Rtmifttd,  That  prorliion  ooght  to  he  made  by  law 
for  complying  with  moh  tnaty  aa  the  Phesidkrt  or 
ma  UniTKD  Sum  ouy  tbiu  pnnier  to  maike  with 
die  Creek  Indiuu,  and  Ibr  obtaiiung  poeaMrion,  in 
behalf  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  of  the  land!  lying 
within  theooontiyof  Tallawee,  or  other  land*  on  the 
frnotia  of  die  taid  State,  which  may  be  deemed 
•qniTslent  theroto,  and  that dcUan  be  mpn»- 

The  oommittee  rose,  and  after  some  farther 
remarks  from  Mr.  At.liw,  tho  rasolntion  was 
concnrred  in— 9ft  votes  being  in  Its  &Tor.  It 
was  then  refto^  to  the  select  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill. 

The  Honie  MUosnied  to  Monday, 

Thubsdat,  Febmary  T. 

AvgmaUation  of  the  Namy. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Josiia  Paxzzb,  the  Honse 

resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  d  the  Vhde 


on  the  bili  for  the  angraentatioa  of  the  NaT;, 
and  fixing  the  pay  of  the  captdns  of  ships  or 
vessels  of  war;  wnen  the  fitet  section  l)tiiigiiD- 
der  consideration — 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  ont  tlie  words 
"dz  ships  uf  war,  of  a  size  to  carrj,  and  which 
shall  bo  armed  with  not  less  than  seveDtj-fom 
gnos  each;  and  these  shall  be  boilt  or  purchased 
within  the  TJuited  States;"  in  order  to  (aks 
the  sense  of  the  committ«e  on  the  propiieU  of 
bnilding,  at  present,  ships-of-the-line.  When 
this  subject  was  last  year  before  the  House,  the 
general  opinion  was,  that  during  the  preaeiit 
war,  considering  the  crippled  state  of  the  French 
navy,  frigates  and  vessels  of  a  smaller  size,  were 
sufficient  teprotectonr  vessels  on  our  own  oosi^ 
and  in  the  West  India  seas ;  nor  did  that  opin- 
ion seem  to  have  undergone  say  material  altera- 
tion ;  for,  although  the  Secretary  of  the  N'avj, 
and  the  select  committee,  liod  reported  that 
the  expense  of  bnilding  the  six  seventy-fcor 
gun  ships  DOW  proposed,  would  amount  to 
13,400,000,  yet  the  appropriation  aaku.  for  the 

freeent  year  waa  only  one  million  of  dollars, 
t  waa  not  expected  that  much  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  work  necesaan*  to  send  those  ships 
to  sea,  eonid  be  eieoated  dming  the  pr«ient 
year.  It  was  not  expected  that  they  could  be 
finished  in  leas  than  two  or  three  ^ears.  They 
were  not  wanted  for  any  immediate  porposb 
The  proposed  measure  was  not  therefore  a 
measure  of  defence.  It  was  a  project  of  a  gen- 
eral nature.  The  question  is,  whether  it  be 
proper,  at  the  present  time,  to  lay  the  fboada- 
tion  of  a  navy,  of  a  fleet,  that  might  be  abie, 
hereafter,  to  give  ns  a  certain  weight  in  relatioD 
to  European  nations;  which  might  be  able  to 
cope  with  the  fieela  of  tboae  nations :  and  it 
waa  in  order  to  bring  that  qnestion  fajriy  ynfort 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  that  he  had  made 
his  motion.  Should  that  motion  prevail,  it  would 
not  affect  the  building  of  the  six  sloops  of  nr 
which  were  said  to  be  Immediately  wanted,  in 
addition  to  onr  preeent  naval  foroe,  fbr  the  por- 
poee  of  prot«ctmg  onr  commerce.  It  would 
merely  prevent  the  bnilding,  at  prewut,  of  a 
fieet  which  was  supposed,  by  the  friends  ol  the 
hill,  to  be  wanted  only  for  ftitore  pomMi. 

This  led  him  naturmly  to  oontider  toe  e^mss 
of  that  navy.  It  is  stated  by  the  SeorMaiy  of 
the  Navy,  that  the  annual  expense  of  a  74-gnB 
ship  will  exceed  aie,000  dollara,  and  that  there- 
fore the  annual  expense  of  mx  of  these  ibips 
will  be  about  1,800,000  dollars.  That  the  bmu- 
tng  and  equippicg  a  74-gun  ship,  exclusive  of 
miUtary  atores,  will  be  842,700  dollars;  and 
that  the  militair  stores  will  oost  48,000  dol- 
lars ;  so  that  the  first  building  and  equipping  sii 
of  these  vessels  will  cost  aboat  S,W0^OOO  dol- 
lars.   This  b  the  first  expense,  but  nothiw  is 


sud  of  the  yearly  repairit^  and  bnUdiog  whiA 
will  be  neoeasary  to  Keep  up  a  fleet  cf  tUs  kind. 
It  is  estimated,  ID  the  oaviea  of  EorqM,  that  a 
ship-of-the-line  will  last  from  12  to  IB  years;  so 
that,  beddes  ordinary  repairs^  tbe  wb(de  ei* 
pense  of  building  would  nave  b>  be  nmewed 
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evoy  19  or  15  jeara.*  It  would  bave  been  de- 
rirabte,  and  it  might  have  been  expected,  that 
tlie  teleot  committee  ehonld  have  laid  before 
tba  HoTiBe  mn  estimate  of  tbe  peace  establiah- 
aent  of  \  liKr^  to  the  extent  propoaed,  in  order 
to  have  enabled  the  Honse  to  have  farmed  a 
JDst  opicioD  oa  the  mun  qaeetion.  Thia  thej 
hiM  not  done ;  bnt  supposing  the  otler  esti- 
matee  to  be  perfectlj  correct;  Buppomng  that 
tbe  expense  wonld  not  oTeirnn  the  catoulationB 
lud  before  the  Honae,  and,  if  so,  it  would  be 
the  first  time  it  had  not  done  it;  snpposiDg,  ao- 
eoiding  to  those  oatcniations,  that  a  Tl-enn  ship 
iriU  bereafter  cost  ns  less  than  two-thtrda  ttf 
wbat  44-gnn  frigates  hare  heretofore  cost  ns ;  It 
Ttenlta,  l£at  tbe  first  neceasar;  expense  (inolad- 
Ing  tlSO.OOO  for  docks  and  timber)  will  exceed, 
(br  dx  aliipa  only,  two  miEiona  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  that  the  annual  expense  of  support- 
ing tUem,  when  in  oommiasion,  eiclnaiTefy  of 
annnal  rep^rs,  and  of  bnUding  new  Hhips,  neoea- 
tarr  to  sapply  those  that  from  time  to  time 
will  become  nnflt  for  aerrioe,  will  amonnt  to 
1,300,000  dollam. 

If  theae  premisee  are  tme,  and  he  Icnew  they 
oonld  not  be  oontradicted,  the  conclnaion  must 
be  most  forcible  that  it  la  improper  at  present 
to  bnild  a  navy,  especially  since  there  is  no  im- 
meffiate  demand  for  it.  Bnt  if  once  the  foun- 
dation of  a  large  navy  is  laid,  no  one  can  eay 
where  it  will  stop.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
does  not  suppose  that  six  Ti-gnn  ships  will  be 
snSdent.  He  supposes  twelve  neceesar]';  six 
are  Dov  proposed  merely  as  an  entering  wedge. 
And  when  once  twelve  shipe-of-the-line  are  ob- 
tained. If  our  commerce  and  coast,  extenuve  as 
IW  are,  most  be  effectnally  protected,  these 
win  not  be  deemed  snSdent.  He  drew  this 
ooDdosion  from  the  naval  force  of  European 
nations.  Oar  tonnage  exceeds  that  of  any  Eu- 
ropean nation,  except  Great  Britain  and  Hol- 
land ;  and  if  we  most  have  a  navy  to  protect 
oar  commerce,  it  must  bear  some  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  our  coast^  to  the  amount  of 
ow  tonnage,  and  to  the  navies  of  die  Enropean 
nationa.  And  upon  what  terms  are  we  to  cope 
with  the  powers  of  Europe  wiUi  reapect  to  any 
navy  t  It  wonld  be  recollected  that  when  taat 
year  ther«  was  a  mntiny  on  board  tlie  British 
fleet)  in  order  to  pnt  an  end  to  it,  the  s^ors' 
wages  were  advanced  to  one  shilling  sterling 
per  day,  eqnal  to  thirty  shillings  sterling,  or 
rix  dollars  and  two- thirds  per  month,  imlst 
we  give  onr  seameo  seventeea  dollars  a  month, 
BO  that  we  pay  ne&rl;  three  times  as  much  for 
men  to  sopp^  onr  navy,  as  England  does. 

Mr.  G  said,  he  wonld  not  detain  the  oom- 
mittee  longer  at  present,  thoogb  he  meant  to 
have  made  Mme  observations  with  respect  to 


port 


order  to  show  that  the  eipense  of 

fiir  exceeds  the  benefits  derived  ftvm  them. 
had  to  European  nations,  it 


would  be  fonod,  Ur.  G.  said,  that  navies  were 
used  more  as  engines  (^  power,  than  as  a  pro- 
tection to  commerce.  Even  with  respect  to 
Oreat  Britain,  which  is  tbe  only  nation  which 
has  snoceeded  iu  effecting  any  material  object 
by  a  navy,  though  she  has  obtained  a  prepon- 
deranoy  at  sea,  and  boa  been  mistreaa  of  it  for 
the  last  hundred  years,  yet  it  has  been  the 
means  of  involving  her  in  almost  condnnal  war. 
and  the  support  of  it  has  always  been  attended 
with  enormoDB  expense.  He  believed  he  was 
correct,  when  he  stated  that  from  1776  to  1789, 
the  average  expense  of  the  navy  of  Great  Bri- 
tun  Oncloding  a  period  of  seven  years  of  war 
and  six  of  peace)  was  six  millions  of  ponuda 
sterling  a  year.  Kdw,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  we  calcn- 
late  the  rate  at  which  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
pKy  for  every  thing  appert^ning  to  a  navy, 
what  will  be  the  sum  neoessary  to  support  ft 
navy  of  any  extent  here!     Bnppoee  a  navy 


be  content  with  twelve.  The  expense,  accord- 
ing to  the  British  rate  of  expenditure,  wonld  be 
£000,00o  sterling,  nearly  three  milliona  of  dol- 
lars a  year;  but  when  wo  know  that  we  pay 
three  times  as  much  fbr  our  seamen  aa  tbey  df^ 
It  la  imposaible  predsely  to  calcniate  what  Uie 
ixpense  wonld  be. 

In  relation  to  European  nations,  It  wonld  be 
found,  that  none  hod  ever  derived  any  advan- 
tage from  a  navy,  except  Great  Britain.  It 
has  been  sud  (and  by  high  authority)  that  an 
extensive  commerce  cannot  be  maintained  wiUi- 
ont  a  navy.  In  answer  to  this  it  may  be  s^d, 
that  Spain  has  always  had  a  considerable  navy, 
but  very  little  commerce;  their  tonnage  com- 
pared with  ours  was  insignificant,  yet  thdtB 
IS  the  third  navy  in  Europe.  Holland,  for  a 
lime,  had  a  powerfbl  navy ;  bnt  they  gave  ft 
up,  aa  more  expensive  than  beneficial,  since  the 
wars  of  Qaeen  Anne.  Yet  their  commerce,  on 
tbis  acconnt,  never  ^minished  in  any  oondder- 
able  degree.  They  are  the  second  commercial 
nadon  In  Enrope;  and  they  never  suffer  fbr 
want  of  a  navy,  except  when  they  become  a 
party  in  war ;  he  conoelved,  therefore,  that  a 
navy  is  not  necessary  to  protect  commerce.  At 
this  time,  Hr.  G,  knew  uiat  the  commerce  of 
Holland  was  in  a  great  degree  annihilated ;  bnt 
so  was  that  of  Fruioe  and  Bpain,  notwithstand- 
ing their  powerful  navlea,  Holland  being  at 
the  door  of  Great  Britun,  may,  in  time  of  war, 
be  altc^ther  blocked  np  by  the  fleets  of  that 
nation.  Fortunately  that  was  not  onrwtnatdon. 
Hr.  O,  oonoloded  by  saying,  that  aa  he  be- 
lieved commerce  might  exiat  independently  of  a 
navy;  tbat  a  navy  wonld  cost  far  more  tlum  It 
would  ever  benefit  the  oountry;  and  knowing 
onr  finances  were  not  snch  as  to  admit  of  the 
expense,  be  must  hope  his  motion  wonld  prev^ 

EBinaT,  Febmaiy  8. 

Avfmmtatitm  qf  th«  Aiwy, 

He  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 

Tbole  on  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  Nbtj, 


dbyGoO^Ie 


ABBIDGHENT  OV  THE 


H.  or  S.] 


ofUUNmj. 


[FiBuuT,  ine. 


Mr,  Oallatih'b  motion  for  etriking  out  what  r»- 
latex  to  Ti-gnn  ships  being  under  cooBideration. 
Mr.  JosiAB  PxBEEB  hoped  this  Bmendmeat 
would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  wu  bappj  to 
find,  however,  that  the  f^Dtleman  from  Pena- 
Bjlvania  did  not  go  fiuiher,  and  oppoee  the 
whole  foroe,  ae  he  had  heretofore  alwava  op- 
posed ever?  thing  Uke  a  navj.  Indeed,  he  has 
acknowledged  that  onr  ioj^t  nav^  haa  done 
some  service,  thoogh  he  doea  not  give  to  St  all 
the  cre^t  which  tLe  conunittee  who  reported 
tbia  bill  thinks  it  deeervea.  He  attribates  the 
&11  in  insurance  to  other  objects  than  the  navy, 
beoanfe  he  says  it  has  fallen  more  on  veesela  to 
Xnrope,  where  oar  navr  could  have  had  no  ef' 
feet,  **'''"  to  the  West  Indiea,  where  that  effect 
was  more  liketv  to  be  produced,  Bnt  the  gen- 
tleman shoold  have  recollected  that  the  fall  to 
Enn^  mtj  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
Tigilanoe  of  the  Britiah  navy ;  bnt  in  the  Weat 
Ii&ea,  tike  British,  or  at  least  the  officers  of  the 
Britiah  men  of  war,  seemed  rather  to  connte- 
nanoe,  than  prevent,  the  depredations  of  the 
rrench ;  aa,  in  many  instanoea,  they  have  sof- 
ftired  captures  to  be  made  by  the  French,  and 
imniediatAly  afterwards  recaptnred  the  veasela, 
and  by  that  means  obtained  a  salvage  upon 
them.  Nor  did  he  sappoae  the  British  Govern' 
ment  woold  regret  these  depredationa,  once 
they  knew  such  treatment  would  serve  to  ronac 
the  rraentment  of  this  conntry  agunat  her 
enemy.  Mr.  P.  anppoaed  that  the  saving  pro- 
dnoed  by  onr  navy  had  even  been  greater  uian 
the  committee  bad  sopposed,  as,  by  the  report 
made  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  our  ezporta, 
it  appears  they  have  been  ten  mllliona  more 
than  the  oonunittee  calculated  them  at.  He 
allowed  that  our  navy  had  not  been  the  sole 
coQse  of  safety  to  our  commerce ;  the  Britiah 
navy  had  also  contribotad  greatly  to  it.  Bnt  it 
wonid  be  recollected  that  when  this  navy  was 
first  fitted  ont,  French  privateers  and  picaroons 
were  not  only  npon  our  coast,  bnt  in  onr  very 
bays ;  and,  bnt  for  theae  measures,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  but  our  ahorea  would  at  this  tdme 
have  swarmed  with  French  privateers,  which 
tlie  British  would  have  snffered,  in  order  to 
widen  the  breach  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  when  the  quantity  of  shipping, 
and  the  number  of  seamen  we  employ,  la  con- 
ridered~-that  these  are  the  means  of  bringing 
OB  from  foreign  countries  all  that  we  desire  to 
have  from  thence,  and  that  they  thereby  fill  our 
treasury  with  money — gentlemen  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  allow  our  commerce  a  competent  protec- 
tion. No  nation,  except  Great  Britain,  exceed] 
this  country  in  the  number  of  veasela  and  men 
engaged  in  this  service,  yet  no  nation  has  done 
so  little  to  protect  them.  He  trusted  we  should 
be  allowed  to  have  a  suffident  navy  to  protect 
onr  commerce  and  coast,  and  to  canae  ua  to  be 
respected  abroad. 

The  British  Ooveinment,  Mr.  P.  stUd,  has  141 
«^-of-th»-line,  (aooording  to  Steele's  list,  which 
he  had  lately  seen.)  and  these,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  first  stateemati  and  politician 


that  England  ever  poaseeaed.  Lord  Chatham, 
require  as  many  thousand  Beamen;  not  that 
each  Teasel  requires  1000  men,  bnt  it  ia  noMe- 
sary  to  have  this  number  in  order  to  anploj 
their  frigatea  and  aloops  of  war,  not  that  (he 
ships  of  the  line  require  1000  men ;  yet,  though 
Britain  has  this  immense  navy,  die  has  not 
double  the  number  of  merchant  vessels  tnd 
seamen  which  this  country  poeaeeaea.  If^  Mid 
Mr.  P.,  these  nz  74-gun  ships  and  six  stoops  are 
agreed  to,  we  shall  not  want  more  than  12,000 
aeamen  to  man  our  navy.  At  present  we  hate 
only  4,000 ;  and  the  whole  annual  expense  viQ 
be  4,380,149  dollars.  Mr.  P.  believed,  in  order 
to  give  ns  efSdent  protection,  weonghttohave 
eleven  aail-of-tiie-Iine ;  but  as  he  considered  as 
to  be  as  many  as  our  present  finances  will 
allow,  he  ahonld  be  satisfied  with  that  number. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wished  to 
be  informed  as  to  the  expenseof  apeace  tetalK 
lishment  of  onr  navy.  A  larg«  nay  in  time 
of  peace  would  be  nnnecesaary;  he  sbcold 
wish  it,  however,  to  be  kept  on  a  respectable 
fboting.  Many  of  onr  jdiipB,  Mr.  P.  ttid,  will 
last  much  longer  than  tne  gentleman  bom 
Pennsylvania  had  supposed ;  aome  of  tbem,  be 
doubted  not,  wonld  last  forty  or  fif^  jeaia 
The  British  have  ships  whiob  have  been  in 
service  thirty  years;  when  poorly  built  Iher 
may  not  last  more  than  seven  yean.  He  hta 
not  made  an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  ex- 
pense of  a  peace  establishment  with  respect  to 
the  navy ;  nor  did  he  know  what  force  Ibe 
PsxaiDUirT  OF  tbx  TJidtkd  States  might  tbink 
it  necessary  to  maintain  in  time  of  peaoe,  but 
he  Bupi>osed  it  would  be  small,  and  s  An^ 
officer  and  thirty  men  would  be  sufflnent  la 
take  care  of  a  ship  where  she  is  lud  up  in  <ir£- 
nary :  that  only  a  few  of  the  best  ships  wodd 
be  kept,  and  the  others  sold. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bad  re- 
presented the  expense  of  a  navy  in  this  oonnti? 
as  bdng  much  greater  than  in  Gnf^d ;  M 
when  he  ,apoke  of  the  pay  of  British  Biilon 
Imng  only  one  shilling  sterling  a  day,  he  w 
oertsjinly  mistaken.  Xbevhave  atleastsgrnnet 
and  an  half  a  month,  wnich  is  seven  dollin; 
and  oturs  average  fourteen  dollars,  which  i> 
double  to  that  of  England.  If  the  same  nKais 
were  taken  here  that  are  taken  In  En^aodj  rf 
raising  men  by  means  of  press-gangs  (whidi, 
however,  he  r^oiced  never  oonid  be  suffered  in 
this  country,)  Uiey  might,  perh^w,  be  oottea  (■ 
easier  terms,  as  the  Government  tnignt  fiiUow 
the  example  of  Qreat  Britain,  by  fixing  the  uj 
and  pressing  the  men.  He  would  nn^  ntW 
pay  higher  wagee;  eapecially  when  it  ia  osoai- 
ered  that  a  very  small  part  of  the  monej  paid 
to  seamen  will  ever  go  out  of  the  oountiT  \Oitj 
spend  their  money  freely,  and  the  United  &alM 
will  not,  therefore,  lose  It  _ 

And  as  to  the  number  <tf  men  employed  in  the 
navy,  if  they  were  not  thna  emrio;^  in  ow 
own  service,  they  would  go  abroad,  sine*  thie  ■ 
the  employment  thev  choose ;  indeied,  ifaHour 
oitizeoB  weie  employed   in  onldvatiag  the 
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rod,  oar  prodaoe  would  be  bo  gTMt,  and  sell 
M  little,  M  to  make  It  aoarcely  worth  the 
liwible  of  rusiiig.  And  if  we  do  not  provide 
tx  ma  own  defeooe,  we  shall  be  at  the  meroj 
of  eveij  fordgn  power  which  chooses  to  inmlt 
or  lU-treat  ni.  llie  iotereeto  of  commerce  and 
igriealtnre  miut  always  go  hand  in  band ;  and 
IvTDera  who  now  get  bo  much  better  a  price  for 
thdr  prodaoe  than  they  heretofore  got,  ought 
Id  be  the  first  in  snpporting  a  navy  BofSdent  to 
protect  otir  TeneU  in  oarrying  that  prodaoe  to 
Ibreigii  conntries,  When  they  aee  their  inter- 
eris  mora  clearly,  Hi.  P.  troated  they  wonld, 
like  the  gentleman  irom  Pamey  tvania,  be  ready 
to  allow  that  onr  navy  is  of  i^rioe.  It  wonld 
be  happy  for  as,  and  for  the  world,  Mr.  P,  eaid, 
if  there  wwe  no  use  for  naviee,  and  natjons 
might  be  permitted  to  carry  their  prodnctione 
whereTer  they  pleased  without  annoyance; 
bnt,  while  nations  oontJnne  to  make  war  npon 
each  other,  we  most  e^Mct  to  come  in  fbr  our 
dtare  ot  the  evils  of  nob  a  eystem,  and  It  will 
be  nccenoiry  to  have  some  foroe  not  only  to 
gnard  againat  iijntiee,  bnt  to  ke^  Ibreign  bd- 
Iigereat  nationa  in  check,  leet  we  ahonld  throw 
oar  foroe  into  the  scale  against  them.  The 
French  Direotory,  eud  Mr.  P,,  have  lately 
passed  a  decree,  wbioh  otigbt  to  be  oonridtted 
as  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  world,  "that 
the  dtirans  of  nential  oonntrieB  fonnd  on  board 
ot  any  of  their  abips  shall  be  oonridered  and 
ponisbedaa  j>iratM/"  Where  fs  the  man,  ex- 
dumed  he,  who  will  not  defend  his  country 
and  Us  fellow^dtiaens  against  snch  a  decree  t 

Mr.  P.  a^  he  wotdd  take  (be  liberty  of 
qnoling  the  antfaorit?,  on  the  snljeat  of  a  navy, 
of  a  ^tleaun  who  deserredly  ranked  high  in 
pablio  eetimation,  and  whom  he  waa  prond 
eall  his  oonntrymsn.  The  aothoiity  he  referred 
to  waa  Hr.  Jefferson's  Notes  cai  Virginia.  He 
load  the  following  extract . 

"  But  (be  ictnal  haUta  of  onr  comitryi 
dicm  to  cammaroa.  They  win  Bzndsa  It 
teln*.  *Wan,diai,  miutMniMtlfflesbea«irlot;*iid 
bH  As  wise  on  do,  will  t>e  to  avoid  that  half  of 
thstn  wUoh  would  be  prodooed  by  onr  own  follle^ 
and  oor  own  acta  of  Injnittoo ;  and  to  make  fbr  the 
odMT  half  Ae  bait  pn^panHom  we  can.  >  Of  what 
Batnre  AonlddMaebeF  Aland  army  wonld  banie- 
kai  fiir  (Anea,  and  not  the  bart  nor  aafest  iiutni- 
Bent  of  deflmea.  For  eUwr  of  Amm  paipowa,  tha 
sc*  la  dM  field  en  nAieh  we  ihoiild  meat  in  Emt 
pean  eaemy.  On  that  element  it  i*  nsowsaiy  « 
diODld  pnmw  soma  power.  To  aim  at  sod  a  nav 
aa  tba  graaler  natioiu  of  Enn^  poaaeat,  wonU  be 
faoHih  and  wicked  waita  of  the  eoergiei  oT  onr  oom: 
trynien ;  it  wonld  bo  to  pnll  on  oor  own  headi  thi . 
kMtd  of  militsiy  eipeoaa  which  maltei  the  Enrupaan 
hhorer  go  mpperlOH  to  bad,  and  moiEtem  big  bread 
witii  the  nreat  of  bia  brow.  It  will  be'  enoogh  If  we 
enable  onnalvei  to  preToat  IniolM  fhnn  thote  nalioDa 
of  Europe  which  are  weak  on  tlw  tea,  buanae  ciietun- 
tfancea  exiit  which  reodec  CTen  tba  atrongor  oaas 
weak  ai  to  nai  ProvldoDce  baa  pteoed  thair  richeit 
tad  moat  deTenealeaa  pooeidau  at  onr  doer — bai 
•Used  tbeir  moat  pracioaB  ooinmeiee  to  paai,  at  It 
,.  .._,__  1.-^ To ptotsot ftiii  oa  to a«- 


•Wged  tbeir  moetpracioai 
wa^  in  laviaw  bane  o^ 


tha  elementa  eipoae  them  here  ai 
and  the  sreater  danger  to  whioh  may  \ 
■t  nome,  were  any  general  calami 
whole  AmL  Th^  can  attack  u 
tnent  only ;  end  it  wiU  ■affim  to  mi  .  . . 
eqnal  to  what  they  may  detach.  Even  a  amsller 
force  than  what  tbay  may  detach  irill  be  rendered 
eqnal  or  nperior  by  tba  qtdcluieM  wEth  wbicb  aia 
ebeck  may  he  repdied  ^th  lu,  while  lones  wiA 
tbaan  wfll  be  iirepaiable  tiU  too  late.  A  nnall  naval 
brot,  tbm,  ia  loffiaiant  for  aa,  and  a  imall  one  ii  n«- 
aaaiy.  What  tUa  should  be,  I  will  not  imdeitake 
lay.  I  will  only  my,  it  ihoold  by  no  meant  be  so 
eat  a*  we  are  able  to  make  it," 
Ur.  P.  perfectly  oononrred  In  this  o[dnI(KL 
He  had  frequently  eiproased  it  Bnt  the  gen-  ■ 
tleman  :Voin  Pennsylvania  says  we  have  no 
money,  and  therefore  we  oeght  neither  to  have 
a  navy  nor  any  thing  else,  to  defend  ourselves  at 
home  or  at  aea.  He  tells  the  HoDae  that  onr 
revenue  will  not  ezoeed  ten  millions,  and  that 
if  we  agree  to  have  these  ahips  bnilt,  we  shall 
want  twelve  millions.  Mr,  P.  tmated  that  if 
these  two  millions  were  wanted  the  ways  and 
means  will  be  fonnd,  rather  than  that  we  shall 
■nfibr  onr  commerce  to  be  destroyed,  and  loea 
all  oor  credit  as  a  nation  abroad.  Admitting, 
Mr.  P.,  that  oor  debt  ia  a  hundred  millions 
of  dollars,  it  must  be  recollected  that  ita  in- 
creaae  has  been  owing  to  a  number  of  canses 
whioh  cooldnotbeavoide^  amongst  which  wai 
our  war  with  the  Indiana,  the  Western  inaorre* 
tion,  onr  treaty  with  Algiers,  uid  the  hnilding  of 
vessels  tar  the  protection  of  onr  commerce ;  bnt 
if  onr  debt  is  fifteen  milUbna  more  now  tlun  it 
was  at  the  econmenoement  of  the  present  Qov- 
emment,  onr  nnmbers  have  greatly  increased 
atnoe  dutt  thne^  so  tiiat  he  snpposed,  oonaider- 
Ing  the  mimber  ot  iDdWidnale  who  hare  to  bear 
it.  It  la  not  so  heavy,  In  proportion  to  onr  popn- 
Uion,  as  It  was  at  that  time.  Havins  the 
ablB^,  therefore,  ha  tmsted  there  wonld  be 
found  the  wiU  to  provide  a  respectable  navd 
foroe  to  im>teot  ns  at  home,  onr  commerce 
abitMd,  and  leave  tm  In  a  ritnation  to  be  more 
respected  byfordgn  nations  than  we  have  here- 
tofbre  been,  and  therefuce  hoped  the  present 
motion  womd  be  r^ected. 

Mr.  EaBPXS.— Notwithstanding,  Mr.  Ohtdr- 
nutn,  tha  snUeet  now  before  the  oonunittee,  the 
nsefblness  of  a  NaTsl  Establishment  fbr  the 
United  States,  has  been  so  frequently  and  so 
fUly  disonssed  on  former  oooadons,  I  deem  it 
important  to  enter  onoe  more  into  a  particular 
oonidderation  of  It,  less  on  acconnt  of  the 
general  reasons  so  often  ni^ed  agunst  the 
measure,  than  of  those  particular  oljections, 
founded  on  the  sopposed  state  of  onr  pecuniary 
resonroea,  whereby  It  has,  at  this  tim^  been 

The  gentleman  fimn  Pennsylvania  has  proved, 
as  he  thinks,  that  no  possible  navy  could  be 
equal  to  the  protection  of  onr  oommeroe,  ex- 
tended as  It  Is,  And  how  has  he  proved  this  t 
By  the  Qzampla  of  other  nations--of  HoUaod, 
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Spain,  and  Great  Britain,  Bpuo,  he  Bavi,  has 
a  veiy  oonnderable  nftvy,  perbapB  the  third  in 
Ecrope,  and  jet  no  oonunerce.  HoUand  fonod 
herself  nnabie  to  support  ber  navj,  and  even 
while  she  supported  it,  was  nnable  to  protect 
her  trade;  and  therefore  she  gave  it  np,  and 
yet,  aiter  she  bad  done  so,  ooutinned  to  poeaeae  a 
Terr  great  oommerca.  Even  Britain,  according 
to  him,  raistreas  of  the  ocean  as  she  has  been 
for  a  ceatuiy  paat,  haa  not  ftillj  protected  her 
trade  bj  her  marine ;  wbiob,  in  the  mean  time, 
haa  cost  ber  more  than  the  whole  Bum  wbioh 
her  trade  haa  yielded — and,  therefore,  she  woald 
have  been  better  without  a  nav;.  Thia,  Mr. 
Obainnan,  is  the  oalcalation  of  a  aoboolboj,  not 
of  a  statesman ;  of  the  coautiDg-bonae,  not  of  the 
oabiaetj  and  If  thejndgment  of  Uie  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  were  not  warped  on  tbis,  aa 
on  BO  many  other  occasiona,  by  his  paiticnlar 
political  system,  he  woald  b«  one  of  the  '  ' 
peraons  in  the  world  to  preeent  the  snbjeot 
point  of  view  ao  mnch  beneath  a  mind  of  the 
lesHt  political  disoemment  The  gentleman,  in 
&ot,  ibrgetfl  that  Britain  ia  iodebted  to  her 
navy,  not  for  ber  commerce  only,  bnt  for  her 
independence;  not  only  for  the  dominion  of 
the  aeas,  but  for  her  existence  aa  a  nation. 
Every  man,  who  ia  in  the  amollest  degree  versed 
in  history,  knows  that  Great  Britain,  but  for  her 
navy,  most  long  since  have  been  a  province  of 
France,.  Had  not  Britain  lieen  miBtreas  of  the 


Europe.  That  great  people,  uniting  within  it^ 
self  all  the  aonnjea  of  muitaiy,  pecnniary,  and 
maritime  atreogth,  has  never  cMsed  to  contend 


■evenmoe,  since  the  period  when,  two 

ago,  its  provinces  became  nnited  under 
Oovenimen^  and  its  immense  reeonroea.  i 
aged  and  called  intc  activity  by  a 
wboae  mind  waa  eqnal  to  his  station,  were 
directed  to  the  Inoreaae  of  its  power  and  exten- 
sion of  ite  limits.  How  has  Britain  been  en- 
abled to  check  tbis  fonnidable  career,  to  main- 
tain her  own  power,  and  toarriveot  ber  preeant 
high  pitch  of  otmae^oeucein  the  scale  of  nstiona  t 
Not  by  ber  population,  which  ia  Uttle  more  than 
one-tbird  of  that  poeMsaed  by  France;  nor  by 
her  insular  aitnation,  which  heretofore  conld 
not  protect  her  from  inva^on  and  oonqneat; 
nor  by  ber  military  power,  wbicb,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  Franoe,  baa  never  been  oon- 
dderable — bnt  by  ber  navy.  It  waa  that  navy, 
and  the  wealth  which  (wmmeroe,  protected  by  it, 
ponred  into  her  lap,  that  enabled  her  to  aapport 
with  glory  ao  unequal  a  contest,  to  call  to  ber 
aid  the  military  force  of  Germany,  and  tbna  to 
establiBb  ft  counterpoise  to  the  power  of  France. 
But  for  this  naval  force,  ana  the  commerce 
which  it  protected  and  cherished — bnt  for  this 
nnion,  cemented  by  the  money,  and  uded  by 
the  maritime  preponderance  of  England — 
France,  combining,  aa  slie  did,  greater  means  of 
streogtli  of  every  kind  than  any  other  naUon, 


except  Germany  and  Great  Britain,  a 


England  mnst  have  fallen  first,  being  nnable, 
witaont  the  command  of  the  sea,  to  uve  bar- 
self  from  invasion ;  and  then  the  powen  of  the 
Continent,  deprived  of  the  pecuniary  aid  where- 
witli  England  waa  enabled  by  ber  commorML 
under  the  protection  of  her  navy,  to  supply  and 
nnite  them,  would  have  bent,  one  after  ■notbo', 
beneath  her  (brmldable  and  continnaQy  sngnKD^ 
ing  strength.  Even  now  this  Mme  navy  raabUs 
England  to  ride  seonre  amidst  the  most  terrible 
storm  wherewith  t^e  political  world  has  ever 
been  afflicted;  to  brave  all  the  trentendoqi 
dangers  by  which  she  haa  been  threatened;  to 
baffle  every  attempt  against  her  saiety,  or  that  of 
her  retnotect  ponaooniona ;  and  amidst  the  dismay, 
the  humiliation,  (V  the  total  overthrow  of  ao  many 
powers,  to  trinmph  over  ber  rival,  whoae  sbength, 
alwa^  formidable^  ia  exerrised,  not  more  by  h« 
extendon  of  territory  and  of  inflnence,  thm  by 
the  consternation  wherewith  her  auecesses  bare 
stricken  other  States,  by  tlie  disunion  and  fteUe- 
ness  which  has  diaracterized  tb«r  eoansdi,^^ 
the  terrible  weapon  of  Internal  cMnmotJoa  wito 
which  she  threatens,  or  haa  actually  mailed 
them,  and  by  tbe  unheard  of  despotism  of  ber 
own  Government,  which  enables  it  to  employ, 
in  a  degree  Mtherto  nnexampled  in  the  Uslery 
of  civilized  men,  the  [^ysioal  forces  of  the  na- 
tion, in  exeonting  its  plana  of  plundw  and 
oonquesL    llila  same  navy  enables  EngloDd  not 


dreadful  and^  unequal,  bi 

rier  between  independence  and  nnivenal  do* 
minion,  between  liberty  and  the  moGt  degrading 
despotism,  between  civilization  and  the  barbar- 
ism of  the  dark  ages — to  become  the  citadel  d 
iperty,  the  Btorehonse  and  the  banker  of  the 
rid,  and  to  render  all  nations,  with  their  own 
isent,  tribntaiT.  by  means  of  ber  comnHraei 
to  the  support  of  ner  greatnese. 

Whatj  then,  Ur. Oh^rman,  mnst  we  thinkof 
that  political  system  which  estimatee  the  Briliili 
navy  by  a  calculation  pf  the  sums  winch  it  bii 
cost  to  maintain  it;  foi^tting  that,  witlioat 
thia  navy,  there  would  have  been  no  wealth  to 
supply  tiiese  sums,  and,  perh^ts,  no  natiw  to 
pay  tnem ;  that  without  tiiia  navy,  Great  Brit- 
ain, instead  of  holding  ber  preaent  exalted  •(•- 
tlon  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  mnat  lonj 
since  have  sank  into  a  eecondaij  and  mdmpo^ 
tant  State ;  and,  probably,  into  the  oon^lko  a 
a  province  of  that  very  rival  against  whom  ib» 
now  BO  nobly  and  bo  glorionsly  contends!  i*  H 
too  much  to  say  of  such  a  calculation,  that  it  ii 
a  paltiT  calculation,  unworthy  of  a  etateamiin, 
and  i>entting  only  a  schoolboy  I 
"it  even  the  navv  of  Great  Britain,  the  gen- 
Mi  from  Pean^Ivania  haa  told  us,  ftirniia- 
as  it  ia,  haa  not  afforded  complete  protec- 
tion to  her  commeroe.  How,  tben,  he  atfs,  can 
wo  expect  to  protect  our  commeroe  by_  ■  "''jj 
If  the  gentleman  means  by  "proteriicn"  the 
total  prevention  of  oaptores  at  sea,  it  is  oertain 
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Sut  no  DftUon  ever  did,  or  ever  am  protect 
fb  conunaroe,  tn  Uist  wale.  Bat  that  is  not  the 
true  idea  ftf^protMdon,"  whioh  meam  nothing 
nan  than  aoch  a  degt«e  of  lafety  aa  tnaj  en- 
able the  merchanta  of  a  nation,  taken  as  a  bod^, 
lo  ptinne  their  ootnmerdal  ent«rprisea  without 
djaoonragement,  or  eyentnal  loai.    This  ta  all 


>ntend,  we  hare  it  in 
OUT  power  to  give. 

Beniectinff  the  navy  of  Hollaod,  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  blla  Into  a  miHtake 
Mjnallj  remarkabM.  Holland,  he  tella'  na,  has 
DO  n*T7,  and  yet  maiatunB  a  verj  great  oom- 
meroe.  Fonnerij  ahe  bad  a  navj,  bnt  oonld 
not  maintain  it,  and  wu  forced  to  give  it  ap. 
But  where  Ad  that  gentleman  leam  diat  Hol- 
land  bM  no  navy  t  Had  she  no  navy  in  tlie 
American  war,  when  with  great  gallan^, 
tboo^  witii  nneqnal  Bacoeae,  ahe  fongbt  the 
'itngiiA  at  Mat  Had  she  no  navy  when  she 
fitted  ont  the  formidable  annament  nnder  Do 
Winter,  in  October,  17»7,  vhich,  after  a  dread- 
fnl  eontUc^  waa  defeated  rather  by  the  enperior 
addren  of  the  British  Admiral,  than  the  SU' 
perior  fiwoe or  bravery  t^hls fleet?  Dowenot 
know,  that  even  now,  after  tiila  fiital  defeat,  she 
posBcegca,  in  her  difibrent  harbor^  a  mneh  more 
namerona  fleet  than  is  prc^Mwed  by  the  preeent 
bin  for  the  United  Btatee?  How  then  oonld 
tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  aay  that 
BcDuid  haa  no  navyt  He  onght  to  have 
known  that  nntil  the  marine  of  Franoe  and 
Spain  were  dertroyed,  in  the  preeent  war,  that 
<it  Holland  was  snffldent  to  tnm  the  scale  in 
their  &vor  and  ag^nst  Enj^d ;  which  gave 
ber  not  only  aeonri^  for  her  oommeroe,  bnt 
respectability  and  we^faC  among  the  maritime 
powen  of  Europe. 

As  to  the  other  aaaertirai  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennaylvania,  that  Holland  a  long  time 
ago  foond  her  navy  too  burdensome  for  ber 
resoDrces,  and  tlierefore  gave  it  np,  it  is  equally 
erroneonB.  Holland,  as  we  have  sees,  never 
gave  op  ber  navy,  and  even  now,  ezhaoatod  and 
rained  aa  she  i>  l^  fVenoh  fraternity  and  inter- 
nal revoIntiMi,  ™iftt»ln»  a  mueh  greater  one 
than  ia  proposed  for  the  United  States.  There 
ia,  indeed,  a  period  in  ber  history,  the  doee  of 
the  laat  and  the  be^oniog  of  tbe  present 
century,  when  she  ceased  to  be  ranked  with 
tbe  first  maritime  powers  of  Europe;  bnt 
titat  happened,  not  through  the  want  ot  means, 
but  a  mistake  in  policy.  Before  that  period  her 
■ystem  bad  been  wholly  maritime.  All  her  re- 
eonreea  were  tilled  to  her  navy.  A  maritime 
armed  neutrality  waa  ho'  great  ottJeot,  and  she 
hwg  preaerred  it  with  snooess.  Hw  commerce, 
fostered  Inr  ber  marine,  qtread  over  eveiysea; 
■nd  the  Nortbem  maritime  Stotae,  guided  to 
the  aame  poUoy  by  her  influence,  acknowledged 
W  as  tMir  nm^re,  tb^  medtator,  and  th^r 
oiftgnard.  ^e  great  powers  courted  her  al- 
GtDw  and  reniected  ber  rigbta.  ^e  interfered 
Tilh  weight  in  their  dispntes.  Her  village  of 
tlieHune  became  the  centre  of  their  most  impw- 
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tant  negotiatJon&  8be  diluted  tbe  empire  of 
the  seas  with  titem  ringly;  and,  at  one  time, 
she  held  tbe  nnited  force*  of  France  and  Eng- 
land in  check  at  sea,  and  finally  compelled  the 
French  armies  to  retreat  from  her  territory, 
which  they  bad  overran  and  occupied.  iJl 
this  she  eoected  by  means  of  her  navy,  and  of 
the  reaoaroea  which  it  had  fnmiabed  to  her  \^ 
the  protection  of  her  cconmerce. 
At  this  pwiod  she  altered  bar  system,  and  in- 


merce,  by  an  armed  maritime  neutrality  at  the 
bead  of  the  Nrathmi  Powers,  die  engaged  in 
the  land  wan  of  tbe  great  udlitety  powers,  and 
made  ezertions  disproportionate  to  ner  etrenglfa, 
whereby  her  resonrcea  were  exluusted.  Aito 
this  fatal  ndstake  she  was  drawn  by  tbe  aspiring 
ambition,  tha  popularity,  end  the  heroism  trf 
one  of  her  own  oitdiens,  stimulated  and  uded 
by  the  af^tresnona,  the  inniltt,  and  the  alarming 
encroactKnents  of  the  French  Umarch,  Ionia 
XI  Vt  at  the  lonith  of  his  g^ory,  evidently  assur- 
ing to  Dniversal  dominion.  William  III.,  placed 
by  his  birth  and  personal  merit  at  the  head  of 
the  Dutch  nation,  saw  thcae  ottJeota  of  Erenoh 
ambition,  and  ronsed  bis  own  country  to  reusb- 
anoe.  Called,  at  imgtb,  to  tbe  Government  ot 
En^and,  he  ommnnnicated  to  that  nation  hla 
own  martial  ardor.  He  finally  suooeeded  In 
forming  a  oonfoderaty  to  check  the  progreaa  of 
France.  Of  thia  oonfoderaoy,  Hcdland,  bis  nv 
tive  oonntiy,  was  indnoed  by  hia  inflnenee  to 
become  a  praidpal  member.  At  the  head  of  tb 
he  straggled  against  the  power  of  France,  witlr 
unequal  means,  and  sometimee  with  uuproq>er- 
oUB  fortune,  bat  with  a  genina  and  perseverance- 
not  to  be  subdued,  and  a  heroism  rarely  to  be 

S called.  After  his  death,  tbe  Impulse  whlidi 
I  mind  bad  gtTm  to  Us  own  and  other  coon- 
tries  oontinued  to  be  felt,  and  the  confedetMiry 
was  renewed  nnder  Me  ■uoceasor,  on  a  diffireot 
occasion,  but  with  the  some  views.  At  length 
ita  oUeot  was  altered.  France  was  completely 
humbled  and  Europe  seeured  against  h«r  entei^ 
priaee,  but  the  strength  oS  Hc^and  waa  undw* 
mined  in  the  streggle.  The  vast  armies  whidi 
ahe  had  kept  up  had  loaded  her  with  debta. 
Her  operations  for  so  many  yeai^  by  land,  had 
drawn  off  her  attention  from  her  marine ;  and 
ttran  that  moment  it  declined,  while  that  of 
;land  rose  gradually  on  its  ruins, 
lience,  Ur.  Ohidnnan,  the  downfall  of  the 
maritime  greatnesa  of  Holland.  Her  reeonrces 
were  not  equal  te  the  maintenance  of  fieeta  and 
anniee,  of  both  maritime  and  military  strength. 
While  she  was  left  to  attend  soMy  to  her  mari- 
time concerns,  she  oontinued  to  be  powerftil, 
respected,  and  prosperous ;  but  ber  situation  on 
the  Oontment,  in  the  ndghberhood  of  a  great 
and  ambitions  military  poww,  drew  her,  per 
biqia  unnecessarily,  int«  land  wan,  to  which  her 
stoength  was  unequal,  and.  of  ooarae,  her  naval 
power  declined.  Bot  still  she  oontinaed  for  a 
century  to  keep  up  a  navy  sofflcdent  te  form  a 
oonsideraUe  wd^t  in  the  scale,  and  to  seoon 
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a  ber  rights  as  a  nation ;  uui  tmder 
this  xecnrit  J  her  oonuneroe  oonttnned  tu  flooriHh, 
in  a  greater  or  leas  degree,  till  a  domeBtie  re- 
solution, siding  and  dded  by  foreign  oppreeeion, 
dried  np  all  its  sooroea. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Ohairman,  is  tbs  instnictitni 
which  we  inaj  draw  from  this  example  f  A  na- 
tion whoM  popnlatioQ  neTer  exceeded  two  mil- 
lions sad  a  nid^  and  whose  territory,  compared 
with  onrs,  is  bnt  a  mere  speck  on  the  surface  of 
ibe  globe,  a  mere  garden  spot,  was  able  to  main- 
t^n  amost  formidable  marine,  while  it  attended 
VO  that  object  solely,  to  extend  its  ocnnnieroe 
under  tlie  protection  of  this  marine,  and  to 
maintain  not  only  an  eqnal,  but  a  distingnished 
rank,  among  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  by 
whose  territories  it  was  gturotrnded,  and  by 
whose  formidable  amies  it  was  li^le  to  be  in- 
vaded. Even  this  nation,  after  a  mistake  in  its 
policy,  or  the  pressnre  of  inevitable  cironmstan- 
oea,  it  had  been  induced  to  divert  its  attention 
tniB  its  marine  to  land  wars,  to  exhaust  its  re- 
■onroee,  and  bnrden  its^  with  debts  too  great 
for  its  meatis,  by  these  disproportionate  efforts, 
still  was  able  to  preeerve  a  navy  snfficient  to 
give  reepeotability  to  its  flag,  and  a  degree  of 
safety  to  its  commerce.  Sven  now,  when  its 
resoQTces  are  dried  np  by  anarohy,  or  diverted 
by  foreign  exaction  into  the  coffers  of  another 
nation ;  when  its  territory  is  onrtaUed,  and  ita 
population  rednoed  to  one  million  and  a  half; 
when  it  is  oompelled  to  m^ntaiu  an  army  of 
86,000  men  for  France,  still  it  has  a  navy  greater 
Aan  we  propose.  Shall  it,  then,  be  said,  that 
this  conntry,  with  probably  mx  millions  of  po- 
pulation, most  rapidly  intsreasing,  with  an  ex- 
tent of  territory  capable  of  oontaining  fifty  mil- 
lions, with  a  commerce  greater  than  that  of 
Holland  ever  was,  and  with  more  tonnage  and 
Bailors  tlian  she  ever  poasened,  is  not  able  to 
■apport  such  a  navy  as  she,  even  since  the  oom- 
menoement  of  her  down&ll,  has  always  sup- 
ported, and  still  eapports  t  Yea,  it  ia  atdd  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania ;  but  the  good 
aeoae  of  this  House  and  of  this  country  will,  I 
trust,  correct  his  mistake,  as  it  has  so  often  done 
heretofore. 

Bnt  if  it  were  tme,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Hol- 
land had  afforded  no  protection  to  her  com- 
merce by  the  navy  which  she  has  been  able  to 
keep  np,  doea  it  follow  that  the  same  thing 
will  happen  to  nat  Will  the  same  navy  be  more 
efficacious  in  our  case,  than  in  the  oeae  of  Hol- 
Uud,  or  Sp^  or  Portogalt  This  muat  be 
taken  for  granted  in  order  to  give  any  solidity 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
Mvaiiia,  and  yet  nothing  can  be  more  nntnte. 
Those  States  are  sitnated'  at  the  very  door  of  the 
great  maritime  powers,  and  their  dominions  are 
also  exposed  to  invasion  by  land.  Tliey  must, 
therefore,  either  singly  or  by  combinations  wiUi 
other  powers,  contend  against  the  whole  mari- 
time force  of  tbose  great  States,  and  most  main- 
tain navies  adequate  to  that  pnrpose.  But  we 
are  nnder  no  such  necessity.  Plaoed.  at  a  vast 
diatanoe  ttota  those  great  powers,  and  in  the 


neighborhood  of  those  possesuona  which  con- 
tribute most  to  the  snpjKirt  of  their  conunerce 
and  their  navies,  we  can  attack  themieavi^ 
and  yet  a  vital  part,  with  onr  whole  force,  trliile 
bnt  a  small  part  of  their  force  can  at  odv  tima 
be  brought  to  act  against  u&  It  is  wim  iba 
part  only  that  we  shall  have  to  contend,  sboold 
they  at  any  time  drive  us  into  a  war.  Let  na 
take  England  as  an  instance.  Her.  great  and 
valuable  possessions  lie  at  onr  threshold.  Die 
uniform  course  of  the  trade-winds  compel  «U 
her  vast  and  rich  commerce  with  those  pc«6e»- 
sions,  to'pasa  almost  in  sight  of  our  shores.  The 
force  wMch  she  can  send  to  protect  this  com- 
merce and  annoy  ua,  in  case  of  a  rupture,  iriU  not 
be  her  whole  force,  botlhat  part  ofitonl^  which 
she  can  spare  from  Europe,  after  securing  her 
preponderance  there.  France,  notwithstandisg 
the  prostrate  condition  of  her  navy  st  prewnt, 
possesses  maritime  means  which  will  speedily 
enable  her  to  raise  it  up  again,  whenBoevet 
those  means  come  to  be  directed,  as  one  d^ 
they  most,  by  a  Government  of  some  uader- 
standing.  This  navy,  and  the  maritime  combi- 
nations which  will  be  formed  under  ila  prutce- 
tion,  England  mnst  watch  and  keep  under.  Her 
existence  will  depend  upon  it.  She  will,  there- 
fore, have  bnt  httle  force  to  apare  which  ihe 
oan  bring  to  act  against  us.  A  comparaticely 
small  maritime  force,  therefore,  will  compel  bet 
to  respect  ua,  and  to  avoid  a  qnairelwith  ashy 
all  just  and  reasonable  means. 

It  follows  that  a  moderate  navy,  a  modi 
smaller  one  than  Holland,  Spun,  or  even  Portu- 
gal, have  supported,  would  be  sufficient  for  onr 
protection,  aided  hy  the  peculiar  advantages  of 
onr  situation.  Those  nationa,  inconsidersbla  u 
(hey  are  when  compared  to  ns  ia  population, 
wealth,  and  extent  of  territory,  have  supponed 
navies  which,  however  tmequal  to  that  of  Eng- 
land, have  yet  affi)rded  some  degree  of  prot<o- 
tion  to  their  trade,  rendered  their  flags  in  some 
degree  respectable,  and  g^ven  Ciem  a  weight  in 
the  scale,  a  consequence  among  nadon^  vliicb 
otherwise  they  could  not  have  had.  And  sbaU 
not  we,  with  our  great  and  inoreadng  resource), 
and  the  peculiar  advantages  of  onr  utuation,  be 
able  to  effect  still  more  f 

Ur.  NioHOLas  said  this  qnestioQ  was  different 
from  any  former  question,  with  respe«t  tu  Cb« 
Navy,  which  had  been  before  the  Honse.  'What- 
ever gentlemen  may  have  heretofore  sud  nith 
respect  to  the  advantages  of  a  navy  for  the  pie- 
teodon  of  our  commerce,  they  moat  agree  thit 
tbe  present  question  has  a  different  aspect,  u 
no  man  can  say  that  seventy -fbor  gnu  shins  m 
calculate  to  resist  the  kind  of  force  which  bu 
heretofore  made  attacks  Upon  onr  commerce  ia 
the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  N.  was  far  from  believing  that  onr  annea 
vessels  hod  produced  the  effect  which  the  eota- 
mittee,  who  reported  this  bill,  stated  th«n  to 
have  done.  He  thoOght  tJie  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  hod  adduced  many  sufficient  rea- 
sons for  the  &11  which  had  taken  plaoe  in  the 
price  of  ioBorance,  independent  of  our  nary; 
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ud  thit,  therefora,  the  cammittee  vare  wboll; 
inisUkaD  tbit  the  advantAffM  already  dnived 
ftm  our  nsvT  have  exceeded  the  taet  of  it ; 
■nd  tb*t,  if  it  had  been  eatabliahed  tevenil  yean 
MO,  it  wmld  hare  proved  a  great  uving  to  the 
InltedStatM. 

Mr.  N,  oonftwed  he  jad  alwaja  been  oppoaed 
lo  1  nirgl  farce  for  the  pnrpoae  of  vaning  with 
Eorapeu  natione,  and  whether  the  force  now 
{reposed  is  considered  aa  neceaaar;  for  defence 
or  oCfeDce,  it  most  have  that  character.  The 
propiietv  of  a  naval  force  for  this  pnrpoae  never 
iffHiM  to  him  Id  a  qoestioDable  point  of  view ; 
w  thoogbt  every  oonidderation  of  policy  and  in- 
imn  forbidB  it  We  are  well  inAnrned,  M^d  he, 
lif  ibe  tMt  biatoriao^  that  the  Brititdi  navy  haa 
been  the  meaoa  of  ainfcing  that  nation  to  its 
ptMDt  atate ;  for  he  could  not  admire,  like  the 
gntlemaD  from  South  Oaroliiui,  ibe  apleodor 
nd  proaperity  of  a  nation,  which  is  brought  in- 
to ndi  a  ritoadon  as  to  render  it  doubtful 
vhtbfT  it  can  exiat  for  a  day,  a  month,  or  any 
Mkr  period.  If  the  na^  of  Great  JBritus, 
tktn,  commenced  nnder  different  circnmBtanoea 
ho  thoM  in  wbioh  we  are  placed — which, 
Mtor^ng  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina, 
¥■  not  only  for  the  protection  of  her  com- 
Btfn^  bnt  as  a  defence  agunat '  neighboring 
utioBi,  tod  to  guard  against  the  wont  revoln- 
tKmrj  principles — has  nearly  mined  that  ootm- 
trj  bj  the  iraroenae  ntms  neoeauty  for  its  sap- 
pnt,  dull  wi^  wh(x  according  also  to  the  oon- 
MoB  rf  that  gentleman,  have  nothing  to  fear 
Dm  European  natinna-JMf,  TTiwpBp  inter- 
'VfM  Ur.  y.  to  deny  that  he  had  avd  we  had 
■<^liiag  to  &ar  from  Europe.  He  bad  ndd  we 
liid  DMbing  to  fear  bnt  from  the  sea.]  Vr.  K 
■d  Ibia  waa  the  way  in  which  he  nnderttood 
iIk  ^entleniai),  and  that  no  danger  exists  of  any 
itnaoa  t^  a  land  force.  If  this  is  the  case,  the 
DM  to  vtnch  a  navy  can  be  pnt  will  only  be  to 
J^d  oar  commerce  ftom  ornisera,  and  paadng 
wu.  Te  have  not,  therefore,  half  the  indnce- 
■nt)  b)  the  eatabliabment  of  a  navy  which  in- 
beoee  EoropeMi  satjons,  and  many  poweriU 
MNDi  against  aodi  a  force. 

Ttte  Eoropean  nations  have,  most  of  them, 
*itUiit  colonies,  which  they  have  to  protect, 
ud  with  which  they  have  to  keep  up  a  con- 
tail  ootDmnnicaUon  acrosa  the  ocean,  which 
'Vderg  a  navy  in  some  d^ree  neceeeary.  Bnt 
*ll  Dm  Enrtqiean  natbns  oommenced  their 
nana  under  the  delnnon  that  a  small  force 
*^  00^  be  Decenary,  and  that  one  or  two 
mft  wogld  give  them  an  ascendency  over  other 
u&ma.  Can  we  expect  this,  said  Ur.  N.f 
^«;««he^tbe  bnsinees  with  fewer  indnoe- 
Ofltti  than  any  other  nation  ever  begun  a  navy, 
nlvithoDt  neoesrity;  for  it  is  acknowletlged 
■»  hare  nothing  now  to  uiprehend  from  in- 
'•wiii.  (and  If  we  had,  this  force  eonld  not  be 
(Prided  in  time,)  we  have  no  colonies  to  pro- 
lyl, sod  no  intercourse  which  calls  (br  a  naval 

Ve  cannot,  fherefbre,  s^dl^.  K.,  embark  In 
uii  bnajneai  with  the  same  motives  which  in- 


fineoced  all  European  nations  in  establishments 
of  this  kiod.  They  hnilt  small  naviea  beoanse 
they  woDld  be  equal  to  cope  with  the  amaU 
navies  of  their  neighbors ;  hot  we  are  about  to 
begin  the  boaneea  with  a  navy  staring  ns  in  the 
face,  the  most  fbrmidable  that  any  man  could 
Buppoae  to  exist.  According  to  lus  oolleagnc^ 
the  British  bava  140  asU-of-the-lioe ;  and  yet 
our  navy  is  undertaken  with  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  keeping  her,  as  well  aa  the  other  nations 
of  Enrope,  in  check.  Ur.  N.  asked  whether  we 
oonld  ever  hope  to  succeed  in  a  plan  of  this 
kind)  We  oertainly  oonld  not,  since  Great 
Britain  wotdd  always  even  in  war  have  more 
than  a  sufficient  force  to  meet  all  the  ships 
which  we  can  bt.-ild.  Bemdea,  if  our  ntuaUon, 
as  gentlemen  say,  '^iU  make  a  amall  fbroe  bo 
operative  in  our  handa  in  time  of  European  ware, 
will  not  oorpoMetaing  it  be  mffldent  to  pro^ioe 
war  with  weat  Britain,  when  it  ia  always  a 
■nffident  canae  for  war,  in  the  opinion  of  Great 
Britain,  for  any^  other  maritime  power  to  put  a 
few  more  ships  in  commi^on  than  their  ordrnuy 
establishment  t  And,  if  Oongrees  were  to  order 
the  building  of  fifty  ships,  it  would  only  increase 
the  certainly  of  tiiis  eBeot.  How  is  a  naval 
force  to  guard  ns,  which  Great  Britain  can  de* 
stroy,  whenever  Ae  pleasee,  e"""  '"  "■"-  -* 


t  time  of 


contemplated  to  be  built.  In  short,  this  navy 
will  be  the  means  of  keeping  this  country  in 
oontinnal  brtnla.  On  the  first  appearance  ot 
arming  any  addititmal  veasela  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  for  whatever  cause,  we  must  set 
on  foot  a  negotislioii  to  combine  the  other 
powers  of.  Europe  In  our  favor;  and  this 
country  will  beotnne  the  oentn  of  intrigne  and 
tricks  for  the  agents  of  eve^  country. 

Bnt  the  gentTeman  from  booth  Carolina  uya, 
this  is  the  cheapeet  mode  of  defence ;  but  does 
the  gentleman  prove  this)  Can  he  prove  that 
£10,000,000  sterling  Is  only  the  third  part  of  the 
expense  of  defence,  aa  he  sayst  Does  he  not 
recollect  bow  much  of  the  revenue  of  that 
countn'  goes  to  pay  the  interest  of  thdr  enor- 
mous debt,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  considered 
as  a  part  of  the  expenditure  for  defence  ?  The 
gentleman  wiU  find,  on  reflection,  he  is  much 
mistaken  in  his  calculation  in  this  respect.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  been  loud  in 
bis  encomiums  on  the  British  navv,  on  account 
of  its  useMnesB  to  the  world ;  and  he  calls  the 
calculation  of  the  gmtleman  fnmi  Pennsylvania, 
relative  to  the  expenses  of  a  navy,  a  paltry, 
schoolboy  oalculation,  because  it  hie  not  taken 
into  view  this  nseftUacM.  That  gentleman,  said 
Ur.  N.,  only  i^erred  to  the  British  navy  so  far 
as  it  was  niefU  in  the  way  gentlemen  say  they 
expect  ours  to  be  advantageous.  But  fh>m  the 
contradictions  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  seemed  to  run  into  on  this  subject,  he 
did  believe  that  he  bad  not  an  eye  to  a  nayy, 
merely  for  the  defence  of  our  commerce ;  h« 
appeared  to  wish  that  this  country  should  take 
a  standlike  thatof  Great  Britain,  that  the  safety 
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of  the  world  maj,  at  a  ftitnre  iay,  depend  upon 
na,  as  it  now  does  opoa  Great  Britain.  Kr,  N 
believed  the  ambition  of  this  oomitry,  the  prid< 
of  ita  Oovaniment,  and  Daval  ooQunanders,  will 
alt  opeo^  thia  way;  and  we  may,  one  day 
othra,  if  we  prooeed  with  tfaia  navy  lobeme, 
u  aspiring,  as  domineering,  as  any  other  nation 
In  the  world,  and  bj  Hob  meani  be  embnnled  in 
eontinnal  war,  and  be  saddled  witli  adebt  equal 
to  that  ta  Gteeat  Britain. 

Mr.  N.  believed  there  eziated  no  „ 

tor  giAog  into  the  establishment  of  a  navy  at  all, 
beoanse  he  believed  it  wonld  never  be  really 
nseftal  to  this  oonntry ;  but  if  it  ahonld  be  c  ther- 
wise  determined  by  a  nu^ority  of  Oongreaa,  this, 
he  thonght,  of  all  timea  tlte  moat  improper  ' 

Kr.  J.  WiLUAHs  then  moved  to  strike  out 
what  relates  to  18-gan  vessel^  on  the  gronnd 
that  tlie  thirty-nine  noall  Teaaela  which  we  have 
•re  Bnffldent  The  motion  was  negatived  with- 
ont  a  divinon. 

Mx.  J.  Pabzxb  propoeed  filling  np  the  blanks 
Id  the  seotion  fixing  the  pay  of  ei^t^'''  i^  the 
Navy,  with  an  advance  from  $16  to  tlOO  per 
month  to  captains  of  74'b,  and  others  in  pro- 
portion; eioept  the  masters  of  vessels  under  "" 
gons,  which  were  proposed  to  be  lowered. 

Some  objection,  howeTer,  being  made  to  this, 
and  partioolu'ly  to  the  mode  of  doing  the  bnin- 
neaa,  tblt  being  the  first  time  that  t£e  snl^ect 
had  been  before  the  House,  the  section  wat 
moved  to  be  atradc  ont,  and  carried. 

The  oonunittee  tfaea  rose,  and  the  Honse  hav- 
ing oMMnrred  in  the  amendment  reported, 

Mr.  NiOHOLie  renewed  the  motion  for  strik- 
ing ont  the  74-gon  ships,  and  called  the  yeas  and 
nayanponit.    They"       '  '  ■   -     ■ 

40,  nays  54, 

Ti^u.— Ahrahva  BBldwio,  David  Bud,  lUchard 
Bren^  Robsit  Brown,  Suniul  J.  Cabell,  Thomas 
Claibona,  Willlam  Charlai  Cida  Claiborne,  John 
Cloptoi,  John  Dawion,  Joaeph  "    ■    ■ 


Bmm,  CaRar  B.  HarriJoo,  JonadunN.  Havaaa, 
J«s(^Hd(teT,  David  Bobnat^WaltA' Jonas,  Edirard 
Livbigitoii,  Mattbaw  Loc^e,  Nathanial  Macon,  Blair 
McClanachan,  Joae^  HcDowell,  ^tfaony  Nsw,  John 
NiolMlaa,  ThomMoo  J.  Skinner,  VilUun  Smith, 
Biohaid  Spcigg,  lUdiard  StaoTord,  Thomas  Sumter, 
Abram  TrUg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Tan  Coitlandt, 
Joaeph  B.  Varanm,  Abtd^m  Vanabia,  and  Hobmt 
WHliaou. 

Navb.— JdmAOen,  0«ai]CBBaer,Jnn.,  Bail^Bait- 
lett,  Janaa  A.  Bi^faid,  Jcnatfian  Brace,  Itevid  finx^ 
Stohoi  BnllDak,  Chriatophar  a  Cbamplin,  Jamas 
Cochnn,  VUliam  Caik,  Samnel  V.  Dana,  John 
Dannla,  Gecna  Daot,  WiUiam  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evsna,  Ablel  Foster,  Dni^  Foster,  Jonathan  I^aa- 
man.  Homy  Glenn,  Cbaanoey  Qoodrieh,  WiUiam 
Gordon,  Bogsr  Griswold,  William  Bany  Gnrrc^ 
Bobert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Baitley,  William 
lUndman,  Hezakiah  L.  Homier,  Junea  H.  Imli^, 
Jidm  Wilkes  Kittei*,  Samuel  Lymsn,  James  Uachir, 
William  Hatthevi,  Daoiel  Moraiui,  Lewis  R  Uoiris, 
Hairison  Q.  Olis,  Isaso  Parker,  Josiah  PaAer, 
Humus  Pincfaisy,  Jdm  Bead,  Jidm  ftntledge,  Jan., 
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James  Schnrenun,  Samnel  Sewall,  Humai  Smniek- 
son,  Samnel  Smith.  Kichard  Dobha  Spugbt,  Pel^ 
Spragne,  George  Thatober,  Bicbard  Thema^  Huh 
Tbompson,  Thomas  TiUingbast,  Jdm  E.  Tss  Aim, 
Palt%  Wadsvortb,  Robert  Wain,  and  Jehu  WDUmt. 
He  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrceted  for 
a  third    reading    [and    passed  by  tha  smu 

Thubsdat,  FebroBiy  14^ 

Selationi  with  .^anet. 

Ur.  LmKoeTOH  called  up  for  oonadentKn 

the  reeolotion  which  he  yesterday  laid  upon 

tlie  table,  coUiiig  npon  the  Pbcsiuiuit  for  toy 

information  which  he  may  possess  tonddng  IM 

3an8SoD  of  the  French  aTTdt  declaring  Mo- 
oi:izans  pirates  when  fonnd  on  board  ttx 
vessels  ot  beltigerent  powers ;  which  being  nad, 

ib.  L.  called  tlie  yeas  and  naya  upon  it  Be 
said  he  nnderstood  that,  siooe  yesterday,  a 
member  of  this  Eonse  bed  applied  at  the  i^se 
of  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  and  had  been  infonned 
that  BiHne  infitrmation  had  been  reonved  rIs- 
tive  to  this  Bobjeot  FeAapa  tbe  geDtlraua 
would  himself  state  to  the  Eonse  what  he  kad 
learned  from  that  office. 

Jti.  Hab^b  said,  he  bad  only  to  stale,  that 
be  had  made  inquiry  at  the  offioe  of  the  Seoe- 
tary  of  State,  and  had  been  infbrroed  ihit  ■ 
letter  bad  been  reodved  frtnn  onr  Himster  in 
London,  enclosing  an  extract  from  the  BedaOfr 
(supposed  to  be  an  officlalFrendi  pa{)er) statins 
that  the  Executive  Directwy  bad  snqiendea 
the  edict  in  qneetlon.  This  extract,  be  nnder- 
stood, does  not  state  the  reason  of  this  mffn^ 
don ;  but  onr  kUnister  writes  it  was  owing  M 
a  threat  of  the  British  Oovemmeat  to  telswte 
npon  French  dtisens  witbin  their  power. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  ajid  stood-^ 
)88. 

JfoBaiPaif. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Jobuh  Fabxxb,  tbe  Eoos* 

resolved  itaelf  Into  a  Oonunittoe  of  tbe  WhoH 

tbe  bill  fixing  the  pey  ai  nfptaina  at  el^M 


TiM  dUowliiK  ailiaot  tna 
ttaohiticinaoftbeOeiMnl  AiHmMr  of  TlrglBla,  ta  tba  7«r 
ins,  ipeak  the  HBtlmmta  of  tba  deaMMntbi  pattr  •(  ■t' 
difoattiatiLhleetetaHairj:  "  Vlth  napset  to  tta  BiiT. 
It  ma7  be  pmpar  to  lemlnl  joa  Oiat  wkatarar  atr  b«  O* 
propoBBd  iAj«et,  or  wliataTer  ma^  bo  tha  pnapert  ^  t^ 
poiBTj-  adTutign  nmlUig  thanftWD,  It  la  AiasMtirtil 
bfthi  eipailenea(tfilliiUlDD*wbohaT« vrntDieia't'* 


mn  irlUt  oUter  utl«u,  thui  b  u  latftsaat 
eooDomj,  or  of  proteetioa  to  cDoaHna^ 
And  imosg  Iha  molnUiHii  tbes  idoptad,  slw  ludmlt  ka 
BcpnsanUtlTU  and  nqnarti  berSdwtor*  uMlimt:  *T* 
pr»TBiit  an/  iDgaditatloti  of  the  navx,  and  to  [«■»£*»  "J 
propfldtloD  far  rodndiic  It  wtthlB  tha  aairowcit  TSala  <aa- 
patlblawllhtlMiiKrtsellooof  the  aea-ea— ^potW  •rik■^ 

bon  rf  Uw  Uall^  HUtts,  and  of  ot  

ladnethn  of  tha  tuca." 
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ud  venek  of  tbe  TJiiitod  Ststca ;  And  after  Bome 
■mendmeDts,  the  bill  waa  reported,  and  ordered 
to  be  ensroeeed  for  a  third  reading. 

(Thk  UD  provide*  "  that  all  reesek  in  the 
Mmoe  of  th«  Uidted  Statei^  monntiiig  80  nma 
■od  upward,  be  oomnanded  hy  oapt^iu ;  ^oae 
■at  ezoeeding  18  gima  fexcapt  gaUiQ's,  which 
lie  to  be  eonraiMided  t»  heretofore  prarided  bj 
law,)  bj  nuatcn  or  lientenaat^  Moordiag  to 
the  d»  ct  the  vc«^  to  be  regulated  b7  the 
Pbisdkkt  or  thb  Dnitkd  SxATia;  that  the 
pa7  erf  a  oaptain,  ooouiiaDdiiig  ahipe  of  89  gnnt 
iud  npward,  be  |100  doUan  per  month,  and 
d^t  rations  per  d^ ;  of  «*p*""»|  commanding 
dupe  of  SO  and  under  83  gnna,  |7S  a  month, 
■ndR       "  '  -    -      ■  »     - 


»  who  nu^  oommand 
Toneb,  t50  dtdlara  per  month,  and  four  rations 
per  daj ;  that  whooevar  an;  offioer  as  aforesaid 
dull  be  emplojed  in  the  oommand  of  a  squadron, 
in  sqiarate  aerrioe,  the  aUowaaoe  of  rations  to 
■nfh  commanding  officer  slull  be  doubled  dnrinff 
the  oontiniuiooe  of  soch  command,  and  no  longer, 
eie^t  in  ease  of  a  Bommanding  officer  of  tlte 
Navjr,  whose  allowaiice,  while  in  service,  ahall 
alwars  I>e  at  the  rate  of  mxteen  rations  per 

Fbicat,  Febrtiarj  6. 
Belatioiu  vith  FrttttM. 
The  (bllowingMesaage  was  received  from  the 
"~  X  Dkitkd  SxATia; 


lodaf ,  I  lay  tialbra  700  fooh 
ncaiTsd,  toDcMng  a  tuMptfodaa  oT  the  antt  of  the 
FtBxtBgpiiMk^ewnmntiieatBd  toynnrHotua  bvnij 
Mmmgt  tl  Ae  88th  d  Janiuu?  Isit.  But  if  tbe 
cxecntimi  of  that  mntt  he  nupcnded,  01  area  if  it 
woe  repealed.  It  iIhkiU  Im  lemembered  that  ths  airtt 
of  thg  ExecaUre  DIraetotj  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1797, 
nmmim  ia  taK»,  tba  Oiiid  ardde  of  whioh  mtjecti 
expliatlj  and  exohinnly  American  wvnen  to  I>« 
twits  d  >■  jHraSea,  if  ftnuid  on  board  ships  of  til* 
^oieiafFianoa 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Cjonb  OtABM,  Ktrmrf  U,  1789. 

Eibwt  if  a  iMer  fnm  Si^  Kimg,  Ag.,  XaaiUr 
PtmaltuHmf,  %v.,  LgndiM,   to  Oa  Stenl^j  of 

amt,  i^titea  Sovtmitr,  1788. 

OnDTQlc^  tttptdiag  Ae  Fnui^  antt  tranmilted  to 
70a  with  mj  No.  9.  A  Ut«  Frmefa  paper  ooDt^si 
a  noaod  airlt  wUoh  pos^ooes  the  exeontion  of  the 
Ant.' 


Hof  AinaioB, 
^D^  t^  bjr  a  daove,  pnbUAed  oOdallr  at  Pari^ 
it  spears  to  have  baaa  daolared,  in  the  name  of  &» 
Fwuh  Diraetrar,  that  everj  penon  bdng  •  natiTt 
"a  nanlnl  eotuir^ 


Diraetrar,  that  evei 
ryiMJIy  hrion^t^  t> 


inch  a*  aie  in  ani^  and  aniaoea  with  the  Fraadi 
Repabllo,  who  ihall  bear  aaj  eonunlsfiloa  ^T'wVr  Tifa 
H^tj,  orvho  ihaUform  a  part  of  the  crswiof  any 
Brilii^  diip*  of  war,  at  other  veueU,  ahoiUd,  on  the 
proof  d'that  fact  alooi,  tx  conndcied  and  jnated  a* 
a  pirate,  and  that  it  hu  been  ordered  that  diii  i««i>> 
Intion  ahall  be  uotlGad  to  the  Dealral  povanj  aod  to 
thua  In  aUianoe  with  Franca. 

Erea  this  decree,  oonCrarj  a>  It  Ii  to  the  maaea  of 
OTer;  civilixnt  nation,  cannot  eidte  any  nupiM,  a* 
pmmeding  from  thoae  in  whow  name  it  hw  been 

Cbliahad  To  tiie  diOennt  poweri  who  ars  that 
ulted.  and  whoae  innooeDt  nbjeota  are  expaasd  to 
(he  moat  cruel  treatment  dd  the  part  of  a  GoT«in> 
msnt  ptofeuiog  friendihip  or  aluaaoe  with  them, 
Hia  Hajastj  moM  leave  it  to  adopt  moh  nraasorei  at 
they  will,  wlthont  donbt,  jndge  iifnimaij.  in  tlw  ea«e 
of  an  outrage  hitherto  nneiainpled  in  the  hlitoiy  ct 
thewcdd. 

The  King,  however,  iMa,  that  nroteetiim  ie  aln 
doe  from  hiin  to  thoM  who  aul  imJer  Ida  flag,  either 
in  Hii  MHJeaty'a  ihip*  of  war,  or  in  other  BritiA 
veuela ;  Hu  Majesty  haa,  theidbre,  not  beiilaled  te 
dlioct  it  to  be  BgoiGed  to  the  CominiaaioQer  fbc 
Franch  prixuiert  io  Great  Britain,  that  the  Gnt 
Inttanee  of  tbe  execution  of  this  decrea  idiall  be  M- 
lowed  by  the  moat  rigoroni  reUliatioii  tgainrt  the 
Frenti  priuneT*,  wb^  the  fbrtooe  of  war  has  al- 
ready, or  may  heresft^  plaoe  at  dw  Eli^s  disposal 

It  wodU  oertainW  never  be  bnt  wiA  extreme  la- 
Inctanee  diat  the  King  cooU  yMd  to  the  p^nftd 
necesdu  of  ezpoiiDg  so  many  onfiirtDoate  Individiista 
to  the  &tal  hot  hisvitable  etbot*  of  this  atrocioB* 
decree;  but  BU  M^ee^  will  bars  at  kaat  tin  satis- 
faction of  teeUng  that  aodUi^  has  been  omitted  oa 
hia  part  to  prevent  its  eaecnticm,  and  that  tiie  anthors 
of  it  can  aloDB  be  considered  ra^nilble  fbr  all  it* 

gnllt  aod  all  its  oonseqnenoas.  

QRENVILLE. 

DowHiaa  srazEi,  IfovaAer  S7,  1788. 

"Hi,  Lrnxoeroa  moved  that  thia  oommuni- 
cation  1m  printed. 

Hr,  AiuN  olitected  to  the  motlim  as  it  would 
delaj  the  oontideration  of  the  lull  propotfng  to 
vest  tfcs  Pbbbidknt  with  the  power  of  retali^on 
in  oer^n  cases;  and  tt  wsa  dear,  from  thl* 
commanioation,  it  onght  to  have  no  eflbot  upon 
thatbiU. 

Mr.Linsanox  said  he  was  not  poasetaed  of 
that  intoitive  focnity  which  the  gentleman  from 
OoonQcticnt  seemed  to  hav&  as  he  seems  pr^ 
pared  to  act  on  the  bill  alladed  to,  without 
eoarcdy  bearing  this  ocmmnnicatioa  read;  an^ 
perh^M,  withont  knowing  tbe  dates  of  the  d£ 
Krent  decreeai  Tbe  PmsiDniT  has  tdd  tb« 
House  that  tbongh  the  obnozions  decree  haa 
been  repealed,  there  is  still  left  in  force  another 
decree.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Oonneoticnt 
recollect  the  words  of  that  decree  I  Or  haa  he 
bad  time  to  examine  whether  that  decree  Ii 
really  in  forc&  or  not  t  If  he  bad  done  thi^ 
Mr.  L.  B^d  he  had  not  done  it.  It  wonld  appear, 
from  what  bspp«ied  tbe  other  day,  that  the 
HoDte  onght  not  to  move  quite  so  rapidlv  In 
tlus  bnslneti.  The  Hoose  was  then  told  b; 
the  gentieinan  fKnn  Bontb  OaroUna,  that  It  waa 
impoMdble  that  this  infwmation  conld  have 
been  raoeived  bj  the  PnisiDErT,  beoaose,  if  It 
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had  been  receired,  the  Pbuident  would 
donbtedly  hftTe  Immediatelj  sent  it  to  the  Hodm. 
rUr.  Rdtlbdob  said,  he  did  not  use  the  word 
imposaible,  but  improboblej  Mr.  L.  admitted 
this  might  be  the  word.  Bat  it  now  appears, 
that  the  Fbesident  has  not  ov\j  received  the 
information  then  alioded  to,  but  received  it 
officiallj. 

Mr.  AiiKK  internipted  Ut.  L.  bjr  witfadrawiDg 
his  motion.  The  oommnnication  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  was  committed  to  the  same 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  waa  referred 
the  bill  vesting  the  poww  of  retaliation  in  the 


UoNVAT,  February  18. 
Arm^  Inervue. 

A  bin  ft-om  the  Senate  gtving  oTentaal  an- 
thoritj  to  the  Pbesidbnt  of  thi  UinTBD  Stitks 
to  augment  the  army.  [This  bill  gives  tbe 
Fbesidbett  anthoritj,  in  case  a  war  shall  break 
out  between  the  United  States  and  anj  foreign 
power,  or  in  case  of  imminent  danger  of  sncb 
war,  in  his  opinion  to  exist,  to  organize  and 
raise  twenty-fbar  regiments  of  infantry,  one 
regiment  of  riflemen,  and  three  regimente  of 
cavalry.  The  PsaemEirr  is  also  anthorized  to 
call  ont  the  volunteer  corps,  on  all  occasions  in 
which  he  is  at  present  anthoriied  to  call  oat 
the  militia,  provided  that  he  does  not  call  a 
greater  proportion  from  any  one  State,  than  he 
is  authorized  to  call  ont  of  the  mihtia,  by  the 
law  which  directs  the  80,000  militia  to  be  held 
in  readiness.  If  it  be  neoeaaary  to  carry  this 
law  into  effect,  two  millions  of  dollars  are  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose.] 

On  the  qnestion  for  reading  this  bill  a  second 
time,  it  was  carried — 46  to  87. 

Captwe  ef  Frmt3i  VemU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ons,  the  House  went  into 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  STrruiioB  in 
ibo  chiur,  on  the  bill  enoonraging  the  capture 
of  French  armed  vessels,  by  armed  ships  or 
vessels,  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  Stat^  and  for  allowing  salvage  in  oer- 
tain  cases.  The  bill,  which  proposes  a  bounty 
on  Kons,  according  to  their  sizes,  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  MoDowEu,  observed,  that  this  bill  is 
dmilar  to  the  one  which  was  two  or  three  dif- 
ferent ttmee  negatived  at  the  last  session.  At 
that  time,  he  oonsidered  tbe  rituation  of  this 
country  more  alarming  than  at  preeent,  and  the 
condaot  of  France  more  likely  to  drive  us  to 
extremities  than  it  has  nnce  been.  Knowing 
this,  he  did  not  expect  gentieraen  would  have 
introduced  a  bill  of  this  kind.  Finding  how- 
ever that  gentlemen  are  not  satisfied  with  things 
as  they  are,  but  are  desirous  of  hiring  the  people 
of  the  Onited  States  to  make  war  npon  liVanoe, 
though  they  are  nnwilling  to  declare  war,  and 
not  being  willing  to  give  his  vote  to  any  snch 
measure,  he  shonid  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
teotdon  of  the  bill. 


The  question  was  put,  when  there  appeared 
48  votes  for  it,  and  42  against  it,  and  tiie  Chfii>  ■ 
man  said  "  !t  is  carried,"  before  he  declared  his 
vote  to  be  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  fbr  the  comuuttee  to 
rise,  and  negatived — 43  to  43. 

WntiraaDAT,  February  80. 
Matibiw  Lion,  ftom  Vermont,  appealed,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Ali«n  and  Sedition  laisi. 
Mr.  LrvraoBToii  said,  be  had  received,  imdtf 
cover,  a  Dumber  of  petitions  from  the  State  of 
Vermont,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  slien  snd 
sedition  laws,  which  he  b^jjed  leave  to  present 
to  the  House.  One  of  which  having  been  read, 
in  which,  among  their  other  objections  to  tbe 
laws,  the  petitioners  complain  of  having  been 
deprived,  by  the  sedition  law,  of  their  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress  for  the  greater  partof  tbs 
present  session ;  Mr.  L.  moved  to  have  tbs 
whole  referred  to  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  other  petitions  relative  to  tkif 
snl^ect ;  but  on  Mr.  Gallatim's  suggesting  tbM 
he  understood  that  committee  is  ready  to  re- 
port, and  that  it  would  therefore  be  i>etter  to 
suffer  tbe  petitions  to  lie  on  the  table  until  ibtt 
report  is  made,  and  then  have  tbe  whole  re- 
ferred to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Vbolt; 
that  coarse  was  taken. 

Captvre  o/F^meh  Vmelt. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bin  for  enooDnghi| 
the  capture  of  French  privateers,  by  lowing  i 
boonty  on  guns,  and  the  motion  being  to  tootta 
in  the  agreement  of  the  committee  to  strike  oat 
the  first  section  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  MaooK  stud,  there  were  some  other  obso^ 
vationa  made  the  other  day,  when  this  subject 
was  nnder  condderation,  which  be  thoogbt  reiy 
foreign  to  the  subject.  The  hiatoiy  of  this  biU 
dnriug  the  lost  seesbn  waa  given.  The  Bows 
was  told  it  waa  three  times  r^eeted— onoe  bf 
trick.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  two  geatlemto 
make  use  of  this  exprearion.  If  there  wu  an; 
trick,  It  certainly  was  among  those  gentlsnea 
wbo  had  so  frequently  brou^t  the  sutject  be- 
fore the  House.  It  had  been  said,  also,  that  it 
was  once  rejected  by  aocideot.  It  was  Ihefint 
time  he  had  ever  beard  it  urged  osarelsenbi 
reconsidering  a  subject,  that  certain  members 
had  before  voted  accidentally  npon  it.  Anocber 
reason  was  ^veu,  that  the  vote  in  the  Oamsnt- 
tee  of  the  Whole  had  been  improperiy  obtained 
by  taking  advantage  at  a  mistake  of  the  Clisir- 
man.  By  the  mlea  of  the  Houa&  Mr.  IL  mM, 
the  Speuer,  or  Chairman  of  a  OomnUltee  of 
the  Whole,  haa  a  casting  vote,  or  thM  may  ti* 
a  vote ;  bnt,  after  the  Chairtnan  had  dse^ 


>vote,orif  h( 
to  vote  with  tbe  m^wlty. 
Mr.  M  said,  he  had  sMD  a  leLtur  ininled  ia 
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tbe  paptrs  from  one  of  onr  hbtoI  commanders 
b  the  West  Indies,  wherein  he  bqjb,  that  Amer- 
km  TsnelB  sail  Into  the  neighborhood  of  the 
frtneh  ialandf^  in  order  to  be  carried  in ;  that 
lAer  ift«rwaras  get  awa;,  pretending  to  have 
nude  their  eacape,  and  soon  return  with  another 
cu^  He  alao  mentions  having  fallen  in  with 
one  of  these  veaselg  evidently  steering  for  a 
Ftench  island,  but  the  TeMel'g  papers  were  bo 
weQ  managed,  and  the  captain  and  mat«  nnder- 
■tood  each  other  bo  well,  that  he  could  make 
wthing  of  them.  I^  said  Mr.  K,  the  lawa  for 
BBpending  onr  interconcse  with  France  and 
ber  poBs^ons  can  be  bo  easOy  evaded,  might 
it  Dot  be  eipeeted  that  this  law  wonld  be  evad- 
ed and  that  privateers  might  he  fitted  ont  in 
tk  ¥est  Indies,  and  brought  to  a  cortun  lati- 
tude, for  the  pnrpose  of  being  taken  1  He  had 
DO  doabt  this  wonld  be  the  case. 

Mr.  McDowELt  said,  that  when  this  bill  was 
before  under  discaBsion,  he  had  stated  that  onr 
tiliifllion  with  reapect  to  France  appeared  to  be 
more  favorable  than  last  year.  This  was  denied 
tjtlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  QSt.  Ona.) 
He  ronuders  onr  danger  greater,  and  this  bill 
Dwre  neceaeary  than  at  that  time ;  and  has  gone 
M  to  remark,  that  all  that  was  said  about  our 
BBproTod  dtnation  with  respect  to  France,  were 
wngg  only  At  for  children,  and  not  for  the 
people  of  America.  He  was  of  a  different  opin- 
ion ;  they  were  the  wngs  of  peace,  and  as  such, 
be  beBeved,  suited  to  the  people  of  this  conn- 
tn,  who  wish  to  live  in  peace.  And  if  that 
pntleman  knew  more  of  the  evils  attendant  on 
VBT  than  he  doee,  he  certainly  ivonld  not  be  so 
nrfy  to  embrace  them  as  he  appears  to  be. 

ButhethoQKht  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
dnsetts  mistdLken  as  to  onr  situation ;  he  be- 
Bered  it  to  be  mnch  bett«T  than  it  wa«  at  the 
Int  Kwon.  He  formed  this  opinion  from  the 
^s^atchee  of  Ifc.  Gerry,  who  declares  it  to  be 
fail  opinion,  that  France  is  sincerely  diiiposed  to 
Mta  peace;  and  more  particnlarly  from  the 
PnamciT  having  nominated  a  Minister  to  treat 
•ilh  France,  thongh  he  hod  declared  he  never 
*oold  send  another  Minister  nntil  he  sboald  re- 
edve  anorancea  that  he  wonld  be  received  as 
the  Minister  of  a  great,  free,  and  powerful  na- 
tiOQ.  Ho  BOpposed,  therefore,  tliat  the  Fbbsi- 
IS3T  has  received  these  assurances,  and  that  we 
have.  Ml  thia  aeoonnt,  some  reason  to  hope,  that 
■  KcoQciliatioD.  between'the  two  Govemmenta 
*>n  take  place. 

He  WIS  oppowd  to  this  bill,  becanse  it  might 
be  the  means  of  bringmg  the  conntry  into  diffl- 
enltiea  and  war;  it  was  gl'^ing  to  one  part  of 
onr  citlzenB  the  power  tii  embroil  the  whole. 
Ko  veeemitj  faae  been  shown  to  exist  for  thia 
law ;  it  ia,  indeed,  s^d  to  ho  necessary  to  keep 
Sown  the  privateers  of  France,  bat  we  find  by 
I<tten  which  have  Juxi,  been  published,  from  the 
emmanderB '  of  onr  armed  vesaela,  that  there 
ire  very  few  to  h«  seen,  Bnt  eupponng  there 
ire  yet  a  nmnber  of  them,  what  better  use  can 
oar  pnhlie  anned  vemels  be  pnt  to  than  to  go 
afto-  themt     lliej  mnst  eltber  be  employed  in 


doing  this,  or  Mot  where  he  did  not  wish  them 
to  go,  to  the  European  seas,  or  kept  useless  at 

Mr.  GALL&Tnr  would  not  have  troubled  the 

House  on  this  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Otis)  immediately  before  the  adjournment 
took  place  on  Monday.  He  told  the  House 
that  the  vote  on  this  subject  onght  not  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  nomination  of  a  minister  to  go 
loFronce;  and  he  precluded  any  answer  being 
then  given  to  tho  remark,  by  moving  an  ad- 
journment. 

For  my  part,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  do  not  condder 
this  bill  as  very  important  in  itself,  and  I  have 
always  been  at  a  loss  to  know  why  there  ap- 
peared to  be  so  great  an  anxiety  to  have  It 
passed.  It  is  said,  we  ought  not  to  recede  from 
the  groand  we  have  token ;  and  reoUy,  from  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Maesa^n- 
setts,  it  would  appear  that  there  was  a  motion 
before  the  House  to  prevent  our  merohants 
fr^m  arming  their  vessels,  or  our  public  vessels 
from  taking  French  privateers.  This  measure 
brings  US  to  the  question,  not  whether  we  will 
recede,  bnt  whether  we  will  progress.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  is  not  to  authorize  any  now  mea- 
sure, but  it  ia  to  give  a  bounty  to  merchants  to 
do  what  they  are  already  authorized  to  do, 
The  only  question  Is,  whether  it  will  promote 
the  taking  of  French  privateers  t  He  believed 
it  wonld  prodnce  so  effect  at  alL  except  the 
blanks  in  the  bill  ore  to  be  filled  with  sums 
which  would  prodnce  a  very  serious  demand 
on  onr  treasury.  The  object  of  merchants  ia  to 
make  a  safe  and  quick  voyage,  and  if  privateers 
will  keen  out  of  their  way,  they  will  never  go 
in  eearcn  of  them :  and  if  they  should  fall  m 
with  a  privateer,  their  aim  wonld  be  self-de- 
fence, and  not  capture,  since  to  attempt  thia 
might  hazard  the  loss  of  their  voasel  and  valu- 
able cargo,  and  take  from  them  means  of  de- 
fence against  any  other  attack,  ^nce  they  must 
put  their  own  men  on  board  the  captured  pri- 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  said  Hr.  G.,  that  one  of 
two  things  mnst  take  place,  either  we  must  give 
snch  a  bounty  on  the  guns  of  privateers  as  will 
make  the  expense  of  taking  them  greater  than 
the  benefit,  or  else  it  will  become  a  mere  mat- 
ter ot  speculation,  or  small  vessels  will  be  fitted 
oat  on  purpose  to  obtain  the  bounty.  When 
privateers  are  taken  by  other  countries,  they 
are  always  taken  by  their  vessels  of  war,  ana 
seldom  by  letters  of  marque. 

But  it  is  add  this  measure  on^ht  to  be  tok^ 
in  order  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  Minis- 
ter, by  showing  onr  determination  to  resist,  in 
case  on  accommodation  does  not  take  place. 
On  the  some  grounds,  Mr.  G.  said,  a  declara- 
tion of  war  mu;ht  be  urged. 

As  to  the  effect  to  he  expected  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Minister  to  treot  with  France, 
he  considered  it  merely  as  opening  a  door  to 
negotiation.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
frtnn  UasaaohnsettB,  that  it  ought  by  do  means 
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to  be  ooosidered  u  putting  ta  end  to  tbe  dis- 
pute between  the  two  ooontries.  It  maf  aao- 
ceed,  or  not.  Bat  this  step  having  been  taken, 
lie  did  not  think  proper  to  go  into  a  measure  of 
tliiskiud,  eq>edaU;aiu>e  it  oanbe  attended  with 
so  little  good  effect. 

Mr.  JoauB  Pabsxk  said,  when  he  gave  notice 
to  the  House  on  Uoada;  of  the  nomination  of  a 
VMBter  to  go  to  franoe,  and  declared  that, 
on  that  aoooont  he  ahoold  vote  agtunst  this 
bill,  he  did  not  do  so  beoaoae  he  was  willing  to 
relax  from  any  of  our  meAsorea  of  defence  or 
<^enoe  asainat  the  French;  bnt  beoanse  he 
tlioaglit  the  measure  proposed  b^  this  Ull  pn- 
erile  and  ineffeotnal,  and  therefore  nnneoeeaary. 
Vhen  he  made  this  declaration,  he  was  sorry 
to  differ  in  opinicm  from  the  gentleman  frvm 
Ua»aahasettB,  witli  whom  be  bad  had  the 
honor  to  vot«  very  frequently.  At  the  same 
time  that  he  sud  this,  he  declared  himself 
ready  to  abide  by  erery  measure  of  defence  yet 
adopted,  and  even  to  take  higher  gromid  than 
has  yet  been  taken ;  fbr  he  had  no  opinion 
dtber  of  the  magnanimity  or  rinoeritj  of  the 
French  Repnblio.  He  believed  they  bad  no 
desire  for  peaoe,  exoept  saoh  as  arose  fh>m 
their  changed  ritnation.  He  tbongbt  it  better, 
however,  not  to  go  into  any  littie,  irritating 
measore,  like  this.  Tha  YaxasxsT  bad  here- 
tofore told  the  House  that  he  wgnld  never  send 
another  Minister  to  Fnuoe  until  he  received 
aasnrances  that  he  would  be  properlyreceived; 
he  believed  the  Fkisiduit  had  received  tliese 
aasarances  from  the  French  IGniater  at  the 
HagDGsthrongh  onr  ITmister  t^ere. 

Hr.  P.  thonght  the  second  section  of  this  bill, 
allowing  a  salvage  on  tbe  retaking  of  any  of 
oar  veMela,  oosbt  to  pass ;  the  first  he  hoped 
woold  be  stmos  onL 

"Ox.  PnroKHET  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opiidon 
from  llie  gentleman  Jnst  sat  down  as  to  tiie 
eq>edtency  of  pasung  this  bilL  He  did  not 
think  it  a  measnre  of  great  importanoe ;  but,  as 
an  additional  fhesfinre  of  defence,  it  may  have 
eome  effect,  and  he  was  therefore  for  agreeing 
to  it.  He  thooght  the  gentleman  fi^im  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  OALLATisfbad  pat  tbe  prospeet 
a!  a  negotiation  vith  France  upon  a  proper 
footing;  and  lie  agreed  with  that  gentleman 
that  we  onght  not  to  vary  the  gronnd  we  have 
alrudy  tal^ ;  bat  he  did  not  think  that  any 
aogmentadon  of  force  wonld  be  going  off  the 
gronnd  cdginallT  taken. 

What,  asked  Mr.  F.,  was  the  gronnd  taken 
•tthelMt  tenion.  and  acted  npon  at  this?  It 
was,  tbat  we  shoaid,  by  all  means  in  onr  power, 
prepare  for  oor  defence,  more  especially  that 
we  should  add  to  every  measnre  of  defonoe  to 
which  onr  revenue  is  adequate,  on  the  ocean. 
We  have  shown  this  to  ho  oor  determination 
both  at  the  last  sesaioa  and  this,  and  onr  pre- 
poratJtxiB  have  only  been  limited  by  our  abuit; 
to  make  them.  '  This  measuKL  therefore^  is  a 
oontinnanoe  of  the  same  gronnd. 

This  bill  reverts,  therefore,  altogether  upon 
the  qneetion  of  expediency,  and  this  he  thought 


the  proper  footing  on  which  to  place  it  Tbe 
genUeman  from  PennHytvania  has  oljectad  to 
its  expediency,  because  he  says  it  will  he  indS- 
cacions.  Mr.  r.  would  give  a  short  answer  to 
this,  which  was,  tbat  its  expense  will  be  earn- 
mensarate  with  its  utility.  There  is  no  donbt, 
if  it  has  any  effect  at  oil ;  if  it  induce)  any  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  bnng 
into  our  porta  privateers  which  are  depredit- 
ing  on  onr  commerce,  no  moderate  revtid 
oonid  be  too  great  to  be  given  for  this  idvu. 
tage.  And  if  there  is  nothing  done ;  if  tke  law 
proves  Ineffectoal,  then  tbe  pnblic  is  nothing 
out  of  pocket.  It  is  one  of  those  cheap  eipedi- 
entfl  which  may  be  beneficial,  but  wuich  csa 
have  no  bod  conBequenees. 

Mr.  HERPES  believed  that  gentlemen,  in  their 
deliberations  on  this  subject,  have  Mleo  into 
some  mistakes  as  to  the  oouroe  which  this  l^ 
took  at  tbe  last  sesrion.  Hr.  E.  save  thetil»- 
tory  of  this  bill,  and  also  q»oke  of  the  deciriao 
which  had  taken  place  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  as  by  no  means  oonolnaive.  On  the 
general  policy  of  the  meesnre,  he  was  not  in- 
clined to  make  any  observations.  He  believed 
it  was  well  understood ;  bat  he  would  not  omit 
this  occasion  of  declaring,  thnt,  in  his  opinion, 
Its  policy  bad  not  been  ohanged  by  tbe  wkiud*- 
tion  which  has  takenplace  of  a  Minister  to 
treat  with  the  French  Republic. 

It  is  said  that  an  intimation  baa  been  mods, 
not  through  the  Dotob  M^ister,  but  throng 
the  Secretary  of  Legation  at  the  Hague,  to  our 
Minister  there,  that  the  French  govemmrat  is 
^posed  to  reoeive  any  IGnieter  FlenipWBli- 
ary  which  we  may  choose  to  appmn^  soitaUs 
to  the  dignity  due  to  the  r^>reeentative  <rf  a 
great,  free,  and  independent  nation.  Thi*  in- 
timation having  been  given  to  the  PBrnmrar, 
he  boa  thought  It  proper  to  meet  tbe  advinee 
so  fiu"  as  to  nominate  a  Minister,  which  IDnis- 
ter  is  to  go  to  France,  provided  he  shaU  rec«T( 
asanronoes  of  being  properly  reo^ved,  and  s 
Minister  of  equal  riink  ^pointed  to  treat  with 

This  change,  Mr.  H.  said,  fivm  hao^ty  inn- 
lence ;  from  the  expulsion  0!  oor  MinictM ;  fion) 
a  demand  of  tribnte ;  from  requiring  ^ido^ 
for  speeches ;  ttoui  outrage  and  insult,  to  tbe 
mild  longaege  of  mpplication,  most  ocftsioly 
have  been  owing  to  the  roeaam-ea  of  this  Ge*- 
ernmeut,  and  therefore  dearly  evinced  tbe  p<d- 
icy  and  propriety  of  these  measuree.  We  ban 
thus  &r,  ssjd  Mr.  H.,  seen  the  good  cAtctfrf 
bnckliog  on  oor  armor,  at  the  same  tinw  that 
we  hold  ont  tbe  oUve  brooch.  And  instead  tt 
relaxing,  we  ought  now  to  brace  np  the  tjH-d', 
not  that  he  would  wish  to  take  any  new  groood 
hot  merely  reinforce  and  invigorate  the  *j*tfOt 
already  established.  This  he  thought  tfaa  trae 
policy  of  this  oonntry.  Whether  this  awliea- 
tion  for  a  negotiatioo  on  the  part  of  tbe  French 
Republic  may  arise  Sx>m  sincerity,  or  frocn  a 
wish  to  wheedle  this  oonntry  to  thMr  own  ad- 
vantage, or  because  they  percttve  we  are  not  ts 
be  bnlljed  into  sobmlMHi,  and  thecefbre  It  it 
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tat  to  lire  on  frieodlr  tenna  with  ns,  he  held 
it  wise  policj  la  oe  to  enlflive  our  means  both 
of  defence  and  oSenoe^  nntU  our  dispnto  with 
TnivM  is  broaght  to  a  oloae.  He,  thw«fore, 
IboDgbt  it  of  more  Importftnoe  to  adopt  this 
mtaeara  now  than  heretofore ;  bMBOse^  If  it  is 
not  carried,  it  may  be  nippoMd  that  we  have 
ibrbome  to  adopt  it,  becanae  wa  ar«  disposed 
to  relax  the  instant  wa  liave  InforniBtioa  utat  a 
Hgotiation  is  likely  to  be  opeoed,  and  that  the; 
my  at  may  time  muterre  onr  arm  bv  a  ptopo- 
■tion  to  negotiate.  Therefore,  if  be  had  Won 
been  agunst  this  measiire,  he  shonld  now  be  in 
fiTor  of  it,  because,  if  it  had  no  other  good  ef- 
iect,  it  would  oonvince  tbe  goveniinent  with 
which  we  are  abont  to  treat,  uat  the  same  vig- 
Drons  measnrea  which  have  produced  this  ne- 
gotiation win  still  be  continDed,  snd  thst  tbon^ 
ve  are  treating  for  peam,  we  are  preparing  for 
;  and  that  we  are  detemdnect  to  do  o 


■dres  jnrtiee^  if  the;  tefl»e  to  do  tu  instioe. 

For  these  resoona  be  hoped  the  bUl  woud  pas. 

Ur.  LmsosTos  said,  that  oondderii^  how 


gnat  a  &T<»ite  thia  measure  bad  been  of  its 
partial  parents,  it  was  tbe  most  nnlnoky  child 
that  ew  showed  its  &oe  in  the  House.  Itbad 
nucelj'  seen  tbe  U^t  at  tbe  last  session,  when 
Itwss  lost  in  tbe  short  passage  from  its  norsery 
h  tbe  oonunittee  to  tbe  House,  beoaose  those 
wbo  were  roost  Interests  in  its  preeeiTstion, 
hy  Mddent,  did  not  h(4>peu  to  vote  for  it  An- 
Othv  accident  of  the  same  nj^nre  prevented  its 
paaage  when  it  was  again  attempted  in  the 
same  Ksrioa  At  tbe  tnterral  of  a  year,  the 
Mme  tu  fortune  seemed  to  pnnne  this  nnlool^ 
bantling  It  had  scarodj  takes  its  first  step  into 
azistsnee  wboi  tbe  same  forgetfhlness  seemed 
to  s^n  an  those  wbo  bad  the  care  of  it 
Agi^  itWM  lost  u  the  omnmittee;  again  it 
•oddentaUy  exjrfred ;  and  all  tbe  efforts  to  re- 
Tire  It,  be  betwrei  would  be  In  vaia.  Ur.  L. 
that  went  into  a  history  of  the  Mil  to  ebow 
tbat  it  was  lost,  not  br  accident,  but  because  a 
at^mi^  were  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  nnderstood  that  France  pro- 
powB  to  receiye  a  Minister  from  thia  coon- 
try  on  the  very  terms  npon  which  only  the 
^XMSKBT  or  TEB  Ukitbd  B/TAm  bas  heretofore 
nid  be  would  ever  send  one.  It  was  said  to  be 
bnprf>per  to  recede  ftom  the  ground  we  have 
tafcen  oa  this  aooonnt,  because  tbe  I^«icb  may 
oot  be  nnoersw  Ha  had  beard  ao  sooh  idea 
■agsestad,  and  gentlemen  ootalnly  do  wrong  ht 
Smpntiog  motives  to  otlken  wiHiont  fotmdsUon. 
Bnt  vbcn  gentlemen  oome  to  the  merits  of  tbe 
Un,    tbey  tOBcb  tbem  very  Ugibtlr.    iW  tell 

iOQ  It  is  part  of  onr  general  a^tem  of  defoooe. 
I  this  tbe  easel  How  is  it  to  operate t  It  is 
to  <qwrate  as  a  roeasore  of'  aggression,  not  of 
jMvaervatkHL  or  self-defence;  and  thon^  be 
warn  peifectiy  willing  to  preserve  out  present 
groniM,  be  did  not  wish  to  progress  in  any 
meMmim  of  hostility,  eepeoiolly  when  so  little 
ftdTMitage  can  be  derived  from  U  as  is  prc^>osed 
by  this  bin. 

Mr,  Dasa  Slid  that  the  PsaamBn  or  m 


llHiTBn  Statis,  in  bis  Uessage  to  both  Houses  of 
.  the  Slst  of  Jane  last,  declared,  "  that  be  would 
never  send  another  tDniater  to  France  until  be 
had  SMorances  that  he  would  be  received  as 
tbe  Minister  of  a  great,  free,  and  powerfal  na- 
tion." The  character  of  the  Fbxsidbkt  or  thb 
UNTTKn  States  fi>r  integrity  and  political  fbrti- 
tnde,  is  weU  known  and  established,  and  that 
character  is  pledged  fi>r  an  adherence  to  tbe  de- 
olaraljon  above  recited.  Nor  bad  he  anv  idea 
of  bis  receding  from  it,  'With  a  knowleoge  <k 
this  &ct,  we  ore  to  inqnire  what  is  the  purport 
of  the  information  which  has  been  given  to  this 
House  of  a  Hinlgter  having  been  appointed  to 
negotiate  with  the  Frerch  Repnblio.  For  his 
own  part  ho  did  not  oom  der  the  French  Gov- 
enunent  sincere ;  sad  be  was  snthorized  to 
think  so  by  the  deolarution  of  this  Hoose  in 
answer  to  tlie  PRXsroucr's  Speecb.  Nor  did 
be  think  tbe  Pbmidknt  believed  them  to  be 
8inoer&  and  be  was  authorised  in  thinking  so, 
from  his  eomnnmication  to  both  Honsea  at  tite 


to  be  onderetood  in  tbe  same  light  in  which  we 
used  to  appoint  Commissioner  during  oar  Be- 
volationary  war,  who  were  sent  to  Europe  to 
treat  with  Great  Britain  long  before  we  ez> 
pected  she  woiUd  be  willing  to  treat  for  pea«e ; 
but  tbey  were  possessed  of  eventual  antbority. 
So,  In  the  present  case,  the  anthority  proposed 
to  be  given  to  our  Minister  at  the  Hague,  ia 
only  to  be  an  eventoal  authority,  that  when  be 
leoeivea  anffldent  evidence  of  the  rinoeritv  of 
tbe  French  Government,  he  nun  proceed  to 
treat  with  them.  Nor  did  be  befieve  that  the 
Senate  possessed  any  docnment  informing  tbem 
that  the  PsnuoHT  has  already  leodved  theae 


[Ur.  D.  here  read  extracts  ttam  the  Pnsi- 
dknt's  Address  to  both  Houses,  frtan  tbe  sddress 
of  this  House  in  answer  to  it,  and  from  bis  re- 
ply ;  in  which  the  Fbibiuht  states  he  can  have 
DO  oonfldenoe  in  the  sincerity  of  the  French 
Oovemment^  while  the  decree  which  condemns 
our  vessels  as  prixei^  on  account  of  bavinc  arti- 
cles of  British  growth  or  mann&cture  on  board, 
is  in  force.] 

We  know,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  this  decree  ia, 
however,  yet  in  force ;  and  yet  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  say  that  the  nominatimi  which  bas  ta- 
ken place  is  a  pnot  Hbtl  tbe  PsisinDrr  bas 
now  some  rettanoe  on  tbe  rincerity  of  tbe 
French  Oovemment;  whereas  it  is  nothing 
more  tbui  a  cimditioiial  appointment,  aocb  aa 
be  bad  already  stated.  No  gentleman  wiU  h»- 
zard  bia  political  sagacity  by  aayina,  a  negotia- 
ti<m  is  UMy  to  take  place  whilst  Oui  decree  is 
in  existence ;  nor  can  any  gentleman  be  found 
who  will,  apologize  for  It,  if  it  is  so  atrodous 
that  its  repeal  must  be  an  iDdiq>ensable  pretko- 
inary  to  any  negotiation  which  may  take  {dace. 
Believing  thia  nomination,  therefore  to  be  no- 
thing more  than  Uie  naming  of  a  person  to 
treat  with  tbe  Freneb  Government  when  it 
■hril  floiHiawend  to  do  ns  jostioa,  tbe  argnmenti 
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of  ^Dtlemen  bnilt  TipOD  it  fall  to  the  gronnd. 
And  if  they  att«nd  to  the  declaration  of  this 
HonM,  in  th«  sddreas  already  &lladed  to,  they 
will  And  thst  we  ought  to  advance  in  our  de- 
fensive measnrefl  instead  of  reoediDg,  or  evea 
remain  in  R  itationarT. 

Hr.  NionoLAS  supposed  daring  the  first  half 
of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
8At  down,  that  he  meant' to  vote  against  this 
bill,  for  he  conld  not  have  sapposed  that  he  had 
qDOt«d  the  Pbesidbht's  Message  to  Congress, 
In  Jnne  last,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  de- 
claration BQch  aa  he  has  made  with  respect  to 
it.  He  supposes  tliat  the  Pbksidkht  hea  re- 
eelved  no  assurances  from  the  French  Republic 
that  our  Minister  will  he  received,  though  he 
has  heretofore  aaid  he  never  wonld  send  a  Min- 
ister antil  he  had  aaanrances  he  would  be  prop- 
orlj  TsoeiTed;  but  that  he  bos  appointed  a  Min- 
ister to  wtit,  OK  it  were,  at  the  door  of  France, 
tor  a  declaration  that  he  will  be  properly  re- 
ceived. And  he  supposes  that  the  declaration 
of  the  Pbksidkbt  will  in  this  way  be  sntisfled. 
itr.  N.  believed,  if  tbePBSsiDSNTDas  appointed 
a  lUniBt«r,  he  will  be  received,  becanse  he  did 
not  believe  he  would  have  appointed  him  until 
be  had  good  assnrancea  that  this  would  be  the 
ease ;  or,  if  he  has,  that  he  has  oertunlj  fbrgot- 
ten  his  declaration. 

The  geDtleman  last  up  badmade  tiseof  averr 
extraordinary  argnmenL  He  says  the  French 
nation  is  governed  by  different  prindplee  ftom 
any  other.  When  we  entreat  ttiem  tn  be  at 
peace,  he  says,  they  insult  us;  but  when  we 
give  them  cause  to  wage  eternal  war  agtunst 
ns,  they  become  humble  and  submissive.  Hr. 
N.  believed  that  this  was  not  the  first  time  that 
anoh  measnrea  have  had  this  tendency ;  bnt  It 
is  the  first  time  it  has  been  acknowledged  that 
the  measure  alluded  to  (the  pnbUoation  of  the 
despatches  containing  the  nnaothoriz^  negoti- 
ations of  X,  Y,  and  Z,  he  onpposed  was  meant) 
was  cBlaalBted  to  prodnce  these  direfol  effects. 
He  did  fear  they  were  intended  to  have  these 
roischievons  consequences;  bnt  he  hoped  and 
believed  that  thdr  being  so  notorions  and  pal- 
pable have  been  the  means  of  defeating  the  in- 
tention, and  of  saving  the  nation  from  war,  as 
it  showed  that  the  Qovemment  of  this  oonntry 
had  no  deeire  to  be  at  peace.  The  French  saw 
that  a  war  between  the  United  Stat«e  and  them 
wouldhavebeenawar  of  passion,  in  which  they 
oonld  have  bad  no  posaible  interest,  and  which 
would,  above  all  oUter  things,  have  proved 
agreeable  to  their  enemy.  They  saw  that  there 
was  a  party  in  this  country  who  wished  for  this 
State  of  things,  and  he  believed  the  extremity 
ia  which  things  had  been  carried  has  defeated 
the  object  in  view.  I  do  believe,  aaid  Mr.  N., 
tiiat  France  is  now  disposed  to  make  paaoe; 
.  tltat  she  is  oalUng  upon  ns  to  enter  into  negoti- 
MJon,  in  order  that  the  party  in  this  country 
who  are  derirons  of  war  may  have  no  pretext 
for  oarrying  their  wishes  into  effect. 

Hr.  N.  was  agtonighed,  that  after  a  Minister 
of  leepeotable  character,  a  Ifinieter  ohooen  by 


the  PasstDEST,  and  who  declared  he  acc«[itcd 
of  the  employment  from  a  desire  to  snpport  hla 
administration,  bein^  well  acquainted  with  tii« 
disposition  of  France,  from  his  having  r«iiled 
there  a  considerable  time — has  asserted  tbst 
previotia  to  their  knowledge  of  the  pnblicatinn 
of  the  negotiations  of  X,  T,  and  Z,  in  Ihis  coun- 
try, the  French  Government  were  desirone  of 
negotiating  a  peace ;  that  after  haiinfr  rejected 
two  of  onr  Ministers,  and  retained  a  third,  theL 
i-esentmcnts  appeared  to  be  satisfied;  and  that, 
though,  after  they  had  received  information  of 
the  publication  of  these  despatches,  their  \.\i- 
pleasure  was  for  a  while  excited,  yet  before  M[, 
Gerry  left  France,  the  same  disposition  for  peace 
had  retnmed ;  though,  from  the  disposition 
which  appeared  in  this  cotmtry,  they  ven 
donhtftil  how  their  overtures  wonld  be  received. 
And  after  we  have  now  proofe  that  they  have 
made  overtures,  in  conformity  to  the  seotinieDts 
exhibited  in  Mr.  Gerry's  oospatches,  it  wm 
astonishing,  he  said,  Uiat  gentlemen  ^hontd 
ascribe  this  offer  to  nefrotiate  to  the  effect  wLich 
the  small  force  we  raised  has  had  upon  them 
— a  force  which  conld  not  possibly  have  availed 
any  thing  against  such  a  force  as  it  might  be 
expected  wonld  be  sent  against  us,  if  it  was  the 
purpose  of  France  to  invade  this  country. 

Mr.  Rim.«t>oK  observed,  that  the  effect  of  the 
measures  which  were  taken  at  the  two  last  ft*- 
sions  of  Congress  have  been  bo  different  from 
what  was  predicted  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
^nia  that  he  was  no  longer  inctinad  to  pir« 
credit  to  his  predictions.  He  has  coostutlj 
been  prophesying,  but  time  and  experience  hsTg 
shown  his  prophesies  to  be  ■wholly  nnfoundcd 
It  was  doubtless  In  the  recollection  of  the  Hons^ 
that  that  gentleman  thought  it  wonld  be  vetk 
to  rely  npon  *  navy ;  he  thought  and  said  that 
many  of  the  measures  formerly  taken  wdhH 
plnnge  the  country  in  war,  by  causing  a  decla- 
ration of  war  on  the  part  of  France.  Tlw 
gentleman  apologized  for   the   length  of  his 

robes,  because  he  thought  the  measnres  of 
last  importance ;  and  that  if  they  were 
adopted,  the  scabbard  would  be  thrown  awiji 
and  it  would  not  be  in  onr  power  to  resome  iL 
But,  instead  of  war,  it  is  now  found  these  nteii- 
snree  have  obtained  for  ua  peace— at  Imj* 
^ntlemen  say  so.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia now  predicts  we  sh  Jl  have  peace ;  bnt  u 
all  the  former  predictions  of  that  genllenna 
have  fslen  to  the  gromid,  he  trusted  a  m^juritj 
of  this  House  will  not  be  inclined  to  give  cre^ 
(o  his  present  prediction. 

Mucdi  had  been  s^d  about  the  diplomatii  dUl 
of  France ;  and  he  thought  her  present  oondoct 
more  deserving  of  this  epithet  than  any  of  her 
former  measures  with  respect  to  this  conntrj. 
Let  gentlemen  review  the  conduct  of  tM 
oonntry.  She  first  attempted  to  bullj  na;  but 
finding  that  we  were  not  to  be  fti^tened,  her 
next  object  was  to  obtain  delay,  in  order  te 
affbrdtime  for  the  spirit  which  had  been  rowed 
by  her  InJuriM,  to  spend  its  force.  When  ear 
Unister,  Mr.  nnokney,  tnt  trrired  In  Fnnot, 
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be  vas  mnred  he  would  be  received ;  bat  the 
Fm>eh  htd  in  igeat  in  thii  oomitry  feeling  the 
pilw  of  the  pcoDle,  and  fioding  that  there  eX' 
isUd  a  great  deal  of  French  mania,  and  a  portf 
open  whom  they  conld  rely,  the  French  Gov- 
tntneDt  refiued  ta  receive  our  Minister.  Tbii 
NDntn,  atil]  deorooB  gf  pregerring  p^ce,  sent 
three  Gommiuionera.  What  was  then  tJie  con- 
iaX  or  the  French  Govenunent  t  Our  Uinia- 
ttn  renjuned  for  montfae  at  Paris  an  nnique 
tpedacle,  waitii^  in  rain  to  be  received.  France 
Iw  endearored  to  pakj  onr  QoTerainent — to 
|iK>diK«  delay — to  give  time  for  that  noble 
ipitit  which  has  done  m  mnch  honor  to  oar 
country  to  spend  itself.  When  she  finds  that 
CUT  effortg  to  n^otiate  having  &iled,  we  buck- 
led on  oQr  amior,  anfl  were  determined  to  resist 
her  injnstice,  the  French  Secretary  of  Legation 
U  Uie  ^cue  is  directed  to  have  some  conver- 
Mlion  with  onr  Minister  there ;  and  assure  him, 
DoiwiihstandiDg  this  oonntry  had  done  acts 
eaoD^h  tojosti^  the  most  ofTensive  measares, 
thai  iT  he  will  send. another  Minister  to  France, 
be  would  be  received  as  an  agent  of  a  great, 
itiifpeodent,  and  powerful  nation.  Gentlemen 
catch  st  this;  but  what  is  it  bat  an  attempt  to 
mest  the  arm  of  the  Govermnent  of  this  conn' 
trj,  just  when  it  was  abont  to  strike  a  blow  t 
ind  yet  gentlemen  are  the  dnpes  of  this  diplo- 
nMic  skill. 

Ur.  LiTtsoBroRwas  not  surprised  that  gentle- 
men who  bad  always  been  the  advocates  of 
nr,  at  this  critical  moment,  when  all  the  hor- 
nn  of  peace  stare  them  in  the  face,  shoald  seize 
ever;  opportunity  of  postponing  that  dreaded 
tveol  by  qnestioniDg  the  sincerity  of  the  offer 
to  negotiate.  [Mr.  RrrLEDOB  asked  whether 
tbitbiid  been  donet  The  Bpeaexb  answered 
inllie  Degative.J  From  those  gentlemen  this 
Tu  natnrally  to  have  been  expected,  and  he 
therefore  excused  their  vexatioa  and  dismay. 
But  tb.  L.  said  he  was  not  a  little  asjonished  that 
others,  who  at  least  profeesed  an  tU^tacliment  to 
peicej  ihonld  betray  each  evident  anxiety  and 
<measiDe«  at  its  approach.  The  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr.  RnrLsiHiE)  baa  said 
thit  he  wtahee  for  peace ;  that  no  clnss  of  men 
"%  more  expoaea  than  his  constitnenta,  and 
(hit  he  himself  wonld  be  a  great  sufferer  by 
vir.  Socb  wishes  and  enoh  motives  he  was 
Wevtr  inclined  to  bdieve  would  have  prompt- 
ed Uogoiga  vary  different  trtna  that  whioh  had 
jM  bem  heard.  A  gentleman  really  deffirons 
of  peace  vronld  not,  be  shonld  hare  supposed, 
tnval  ont  of  the  aiffmnent  to  pronoonoe  philip- 
pic* against  those  with  whom  we  were  treating, 
or  to  qnestion  the  rineerlty  of  orertnree  whioh 
*tn  made  in  the  mode  we  onrselvea  bad  pre- 
Kribed. 

He  would  not  ask  gentlemen  who  prononnoe 
u  decisively  on  the  snbject ;  who  tell  os  that 
no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  French  profes- 
iioo);  that  they  promise  only  to  betray;  that, 
laiHke  all  other  nati«ia,  iliey  treat  ns  with  dis- 
im  when  wa  aak  for  peace,  bnt  like  apaniels, 
(nadi  and  &ini  iqmo  aa  when  wa  dm  f^  ~ 


ill,  whether  they  had  calcnJated  the  oonseqoenoea 
of  their  doctrine  ?  That  would  be  demanding 
more  from  them  than  th^  coiidaot  had  given 
him  a  right  to  expect ;  but  be  would  ask 
whether  they  bad  attended  to  dates,  when  the; 
arri^ated  to  their  measarea  the  credit  of  pro- 
dneing  the  present  dispontjon  fur  peace  in  the 
Government  of  France !  Let  it  be  remembered, 
said  Mr.  lb,  that  the  moat  eameet  and  prasnng 
solicitations  for  an  accommodation  were  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  Gerry ;  that  he  was  repeatedly 
urged  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  which  it  was  more 
than  intimated  he  might  have  on  bis  own  terms ; 
and  that,  after  his  repeated  refrntala  to  treat, 
a  Minister  was  dedgn^ed  to  carry  these  padflo 
intentions  to  America — and  alt  this  before  any 
aooonnt  of  those  meaaoree  on  whioh  geutlemen 
so  mnch  pride  tbemaelvea  bad  arrived  in  Fnmee, 
Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  too,  that  when  the  ao> 
count  of  these  measures  did  arrive,  so  far  from 
having  a  beneddal  effect,  they  were  very  near 
producing  the  one  for  which  gentlemen  now 
t«U  na  they  were  intended,  and  for  which  they 
were  indeed  admirably  oalcnlated — that  of  pro- 
voking on  the  part  of  France,  a  declaration 
which  could  not  be  obtained  here.  Mr.  Gerry 
very  expresuvely  gives  ns  these  important  facts. 
He  states  the  evident  desire  to  accommodate 
before  the  arrival  of  the  despatches,  and  the 
tnm  which  their  contents  gave  to  the  negotia- 
tion. The  discussion  was  tnmed  to  animport- 
ant  points ;  the  design  of  sending  a  Minister 
was  rellnqntsbed ;  and  every  thing  showed  a 
design  to  protract  the  hnsiness,  until  it  oould  bo 
ascertained  whether  the  United  States  were  de- 
sirous of  peace,  or  wonld  receive  a  Minister  if 
ho  shonld  be  sent.  In  this  state  of  tliinRs,  Mr, 
Gerry  received  orders  to  return.  All  further 
intercourse  with  France  then  ceased,  nntil  the 
Fbbsideut,  by  Ilia  Message  to  this  House,  de- 
clared the  terms  on  whitJo  alone  he  would  send 
a  Minister  to  France.  No  sooner  were  these 
terms  known,  than  the  etssurance  is  sent  In  the 
very  words  prescribed  by  the  PBaainBHT,  accom- 
panied by  expressiona  of  an  earnest  dem«  '"- 


ia  all'  this  history,  snbseqaent  to  the 
departure  of  Messrs.  Pinokney  and  Marshall,  he 
tiiouj^t  an  evident  desire  had  been  shown  fbr 
an  accommodation,  the  sincerity  of  which  he 
believed  it  was  our  dnty  to  test— not  by  re- 
proachful speeches  and  hostile  meosnre^  bnt  by 
meeting  tbeir  overtures  for  negotiation  in  good 
iwth;  and  while  wo  showed  our  desire  for 
peAoe,  not  to  tmst  too  much  to  onr  wishea,  bat 
retain  every  measnre  of  defence. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Birr- 
lkooe)  had  mentioned  delay.  Fran<«,  he  aaid, 
always conqnered by  prod ncing  delays.  Thiahe 
thought  not  a  very  applicable  expression  to  the 
rapidity  with  which  gentlemen  traced  their  con- 
quests. Bnt  on  this  occasion  it  was  partioularlr 
unfortunate.  Itappearsthattheovertures which 
have  now  been  acted  upon  were  communicated 
by  the  Minister  fbr  Foreign  Relations  at  Paris, 
to  Hi.  Pichon  at  the  Hagne,  and  by  him  to  Mr, 
Mnmr,  on  the  28lh  of  September;   and  we 
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bear  nothing  of  them  nntil  die  dow  of  Febm- 
arj.  He  did  not  know  when  the  commnnica- 
tiini  WM  raodTed  here ;  bnt  there  vm  «t  least 
a  probability,  ttom  the  date,  that  It  wai  before 
the  opening  of  the  seadon ;  before  the  adoption 
c^  all  the  espenuve  meaanres  we  have  under- 
taken ;  before  the  loan  was  opened  at  ei^t  per 
cent. ;  before  the  intemperate  oommentary  waa 
written  on  Hr,  Qerry'a  daapatehes,  with  which 
we  have  been  favorea  b^  the  Secrctu?  of  8tat& 
Let  gentlemen  compare  the  langnage  rfthat  rin- 
enlar  State  pwer  with  them  propouta  made  to 
lifr.  Unrraj ;  ut  them  examine  the  raapect' — 
dates,  and  then  let  them  talk  to  nt  of  delay. 

Mr.  Bhxpaed  eonld  not  think,  wUh  the  s 
tleman  fh>m  New  Tn^  that  France  ia  eedona 
in  her  proposals  to  negotiate;  he  bdiered  ahe 
meant  to  deoeive  na ;  and  sooner  than  be  de- 
ceived by  them  he  woold  flght  the  nngodly  na- 
tion. After  some  other  otMerratlMu,  he  aat 
down,  with  hoping  the  qnettloo  ironld  be  taken. 

The  qnestion  was  pnt  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
part  of  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whtde, 
ried— fi2  to  48,  ae  follows: 

Ysu. — George  Bmt,  Jr.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Da- 
Tid  Bard,  Kchard  Brant,  Robert  Brown,  Sama«l  J. 
Cibcll,  Jdm  Chunun,  Tliomu  Cldbome,  WiUlun 
Chsriei  Cole  CUbomc^  Matthew  CIbj,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Tboma*  T.  DitIi,  JoIid  Diwimi,  Goarge  D«at, 
Jon|di  ^^Mbn,  Lbo«  EhDeodorph,  William  Find- 
lay,  •JohnFowler,  Nathaiilel  EVaeman,  jr.,  Albert  Gal- 
latin, Jamea  (Mlei^  Andrew  Grwg,  WQIbm  Bany 
Qmrc,  Jdm  A.  Hmm,  Oartar  B. '^-' —  • --'^  - 
N.  BaTsn^  Je  '  '  " 
JoDca,  Edwiud  „ 

Lrou,  Na^uigl  Hacoa,  Bli 
MoDowell,  AsthMiT  New, 
Parker,  Thompton  J.  SkhuMr,  Samuel  SmlOi,  VnUani 
Smith,  Richard  Dobba  Spaight,  Pelut  Spngna,  Bkb- 

"•    '       -'    dStaiS^Tl 
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a,  Thonu  Somter,  Abram 


able,  and  Robert  Wllliutu. 

NATK^ohn  AUaii,  B^^  BartMt,  Jamet  A. 
Bayard,  Jbnatluui  Biaoe,  David  BroiA*,  SUplien 
BtOlod^  ChriatDpher  6.  Champliii,  Jmee  Co^raa, 
Wm.  tValk,  Samuel  W,  Dana,  John  Dennit,  William 
Edmood,  Tboou*  E*aa%  AUel  FoMar,  Dwjofat  Fo» 
ter,  Jottathan  E^vemaii,  Hanir  Glenn,  GaaniVBy 
Goodrioh,  UHlliam  Gordon,  Soger  Griiwvld,  Robert 
Qoodlae  Harper,  Thcmai  Hartley,  William  Hind- 
man,  HeacUab  L.  Eotmer,  Ja*.  H.  Imlay,  John 
WDkei  IDttvra,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jamw  Haoblr,  WH- 
llam  Mattbewa,  Lewii  B.  Mgnia,  Harripm  G.  Olii, 
Itaae  Faikflr,  Tbomaa  nncfawy,  John  Read,  John 
Rdtledge,  jr.,  JamM  Sehnreman,  Samnel  SewaQ, 
WUHain  Shcpard,  Tboma*  ^wdt^ton,  Nathanid 
Smith,  Gecne  Thatcher,  Kdurd  Thomaa,  Haric 
Ibompeon,  'Aomaa  TJHinghaat,  John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Peleg  Wadntnth,  Bobert  Wain,  and  John  WiDiami. 

The  seco&d  section  waa  then  amended  by 
adding  to  it  the  nsoal  enaotiog  olaoae;  but 
after  some  obaerrationB  ogunat  pasdng  it  by 
Hr.  Sew  ALL,  since  the  first  seotioD  had  been 
atrioken  oat  on  tbe  motion  for  its  going  to  a 
third  reading,  it  wu  n^attred.  ijid  io  the 
UU  waa  r^eotod. 


iMiatLmf,  [nmauar,  ITN. 

J^pwlMMi  qfMattlUtt  Ljfon, 
Hr.  Batabd  proposed  Qie  fidlowing  resdn- 
tlon  to  the  Honae ; 

"  Stu^rtd,  llat  Matthew  I^m,  a  member  of  thii 
HoQie,  having  been  convicted  of  being  a  sotoiioiii 
■nd  eeditioni  penon,  and  of  a  deprand  Bdad,  uj 
wicked  and  diaboUod  dl^ontion ;  and  of  wickedly, 
deoeilAilly,  and  malidoiuly,  ocatciring  to  dcAme 
Iha  QovenmaDt  of  the  United  Statei;  and  harii^ 


dia  Ddted  State*,  and  John  Adams,  dw  Pawmww 
OF  THK  Urrzd  Staiis,  and  to  brii^  Ibe  idd  Gontn- 
ment  and  PasaiDEKT  into  ooDtempC  and  Sarafal^ 
and  wllb  Intent  and  de^gn  to  eidta  i^talnit  the  aid 
Oovemment  and  PBEsniEirT  the  hatred  cf  tbe  good 
people  <i  the  United  Statee,  aMd  to  itir  op  eedilini  !n 
the  Udted  State*— wickedly,  knowii^ly,  and  adl- 
eionily,  written  and  pnblidied  eertdn  ■eandakiw  ni 
•editoiu  wiitingi,  or  libeli,  be  tbenTor  Gipelled  tlua 
Honn.* 

Hr.  B.  a^d  he  bad  only  to  remark  that  thii 
resolution  is  copied  from  the  record  of  the  liial, 
which  he  had  in  hia  poeaeadoil. 

Ur.  KiGHOt.Aa  said,  if  this  had  been  a  candid 
Btatement  of  the  bosineea,  he  ehoold  have  been 
willing  to  have  oome  to  an  immediate  voU 
apon  it ;  bnt  words  aro  introduced  into  thia 
reeolntion  (which  are  words  of  oontM  in  evwy 
indbtment)  which  do  not  particularly  bdong  to 
this  ofiecM,  and  the  trnth  of  whtdi  is  jx^a 
iaqnired  into  npon  a  trial.  As  he  wished  the 
nature  of  the  offence  to  be  clearly  stated,  1m 
hoped  the  motion  would  lie  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Batasd  observed  he  had  already  said 
the  terms  n»d  are  oripied  from  the  record  it- 
self and  he  did  not  think  tbe  gentleman  from 
Tirgiuia  had  been  wiser  than  the  law.  Be  bad 
himself  no  doubt  that  all  the  ohargea  on  tbs 
record  are  pertinent  to  tbe  sntject ;  if  not,  it 
wonld  be  eztremdy  improper  to  InlrodiMe 
them.  They  are  charges  npon  which  a  Jcij 
of  the  oonntij  have  dedded. 

Vx.  NioBOua  wpealed  to  the  gentlemin 
from  Delaware  and  to  all  other  gentlwota  of 
the  law  who  heard  him,  whetiier  tiie  wcrdi 
here  used  are  not  the  mere  fbnn  of  the  indict- 
ment, and  nnconnected  with  the  act  bKs 
charged.  He  moved  to  "' 
waa  carried  without  a  d 


^TOAT,  Febmar^  SS. 

AUen  and  Sedititm  lamt, 

1&.  Babd  presented  several  petitlaas  and  re- 

mMiBbvnoee  from  l,i67  inhaUtanta  of  tbeoonn- 

ty  of  Franklin,  in  Pennsylvania,  pra^i^&irtfae 

repeal  of  tbe  alian  and  Bedlti(«i  laws;  wbiefa 

having  been  read, 

Mr,  Baxd  moved  to  have  thia  petiticni  r^rad 

lb.  Haspkb  inquired  whether  it  would  b«  in 
order  to  strike  ont  a  part  of  this  pUitioB.  Od 
beins  answered  in  tbe  negative  l?  tbe  Snam, 
Hr.  H.  said,  he  waa  alwaya  nnwuHng  to  oifjed 
to  the  rcOreoM  of  pethioDsj  bot^  on  this  ooa- 
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tao 


rioo  be  oodM  not  help  orotesting  against  an 
(tmxiooa  libel  oont^neo  in  these  petitions 
■gainst  the  courts  and  Jnriee  of  this  ooantry. 
Borne  ttme  wo  ft  great  deal  had  been  said  on 
tbs  sntffeot  <^ooorU  and  Jnries  in  thk  Honse, 
ud  DOW  we  find  the  sentdmenta,  as  many  others 
have  bean,  nr^bented  tn  the  tbnn  of  peti- 
tions. It  is  here  taiA,  "  that  the  sedition  law 
btd,  in  its  azeontirai,  been  need  as  k  meaas  of 
jriTMe  Teogeanoe,  personal  enmi^,  and  paii^ 
nAentmeDt,"  A  ohai^  so  nqjnstifiable.  and  so 
mitnie,  upon  the  ooorts  and  Juice  of  this  oonn- 
b^,  be  eoiild  oot  nffer  to  m  ntemi  withotit 
luproteat 

Mr.  QAjJAra  oleerved,  that  the  reforeDoe 
of  these  petitiona  Is  ott)ected  to,  on  aooonnt  of 
That  the  gentleman  fiwm  Bonth  OaroUna  calls 
■  Ubel,  wmoh  makM  a  |nrt  of  these  pedljona. 
Tlua,  add  Mr.  O.,  la  going  apon  tlie  gronnd, 
wUeh  the  great«st  eoemiee  (tf  these  laws  have 
fctraly  an^eeted  mi^t  be  taken,  bat  which  they 


hberty  of  writing  and  qwaking 
of  QoTemment  was  by  law  restricted  :  and 
BOW,  taking  it  fbr  granted,  that  the  allegation 
oonlafaied  in  these  petitions  is  antme,  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  wishes  to  refuse 
tlMM  petitions  a  reference,  withoat  eianuning 
whether  it  is  tme  or  not.  The  petitioaera  say 
that  the  aedilioa  law  has  been  carried  into 
idfect  imder  the  operatioQ  of  party  spirit  and 
penonal  revenge.  The  gentleman  says  that 
this  Is  not  tme ;  bat  he  does  not  want  to  have 
the  aS^tatioti  examined,  in  order  to  diecover 
whether  it  be  trae  or  not,  bnt  to  dismiss  the 
snl^lect  at  once;  to  tell  the  peoi>le,  "Ton  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  lay  yoor  petitions  before  as, 
if  yon  dora  to  s^  that  laws  are  carried  Into 
operation  to  gra^^  parlr  n)irit  or  private  re- 
venge^ ^  Offing  is  sola  of  ooorts  and  jnriea,) 
if  they  contain  saoh  allegations,  we  will  r^cct 
jonr  petitions."  Ifr.  Q.  hoped,  on  ezamination 
ot  the  fiKt,  the  Eonae  wonld  be  oonrinced  that 
thon^  the  diarge  is  not  &  libel,  that  it  is  at 
Itast  a  gross  mistake;  that  no  snch  personal 
Mimity,  party  spiritj  or  private  revenge,  has 
token  puce,  either  m  the  commencement  of 
any  prosecntion  under  this  law,  or  in  any  de- 
cision which  has  taken  place.  But  tbns  to  ob- 
ject to  the  reference  of  petitions,  woald  be  to 
■ay  that  wa  have  the  power  of  defining  the  na- 
tore  ot  petitions ;  that  tbey  ma;  apply  to  this 
and  that  cAJect,  but  that  there  are  certain  points 
vhkh  Uie  people  may  not  tonoh.  He  wished  to 
ktww  whether  the  people  have  not  a  right  to 
■ay,  if  they  choose,  that  the  administration  of 
Jnstioe  is  cormptt  and  whether,  if  they  do  m 
to,  the  &ot  onght  not  to  be  inqoired  intof  It 
eertainly  onght,  and  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
snch  an  o^jjeotion  made.  It  most  have  arisen, 
becsnae  tl>ese  petitions  are  grating  to  the  feelings 
at  gentlemen  who  are  favorable  to  these  laws. 
He  hoped,  on  reoollectioD,  that  the  reference  of 
petitifHu  does  not  imply  an  ^probation  of  the 
■entimeats  contained  in  them,  that  the  gentle- 


man from  Boudi  Carolina  wotdd  permit  these 
petitions  to  be  referred. 

Ur.  Habpkr  was  not  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Pennsylvania  shonJd  defend  these 

Ktitions.  for  reasons  which  eveir  man  must 
ow.  What  he  has  said  npon  uie  sobject  is 
no  more  than  a  repetition  of  some  things  which 
we  have  before  heard.  He  agreed  that,  when 
grievances  are  oomplaiDed  of,  they  onght  to  be 
examined ;  and  if  the  people  were  to  complain 
of  a  molaomlnistralion  of  joatioe,  the  bet  onght 
to  be  inqnired  Into ;  bnt  when  the  repeal  of  a 
law  is  prayed  for,  it  eerKunly  cannot  be  proper 
fbr  petitioners  to  go  into  charges  against  the 
odounistrktion  of  oonrts  and  Jnriea,  by  saying 
that  proseontions  ore  carried  on  nnder  party 
u,  alice  and  party  revenge.  To  do  this  is  to 
strike  at  the  vitals  of  onr  constitntlon.    The 

Entieman  from  Pennsylvania  likes  this,  per- 
pe,  from  party  motives,  bnt  be  ought  to  ro> 
member  that  it  is  on  instroment  which  will  cat 
both  ways;  and  the  nse  of  which,  if  he  has 
any  respect  for  the  laws  and  rights  of  hit  conn- 

S,  he  may  live  to  regret  having  conntenanced. 
.  H.  stud,  if  in  order,  he  wonld  move  to  refer 
this  part  of  the  memorial  to  a  select  committee, 
with  a  view  of  inqniring  into  the  enttject-matter, 
and  report  their  opimon  thereon  to  the  Honse. 

The  Spkxkxb  declared  sach  a  motion  oat  of 
order;  and,  after  some  observaltons  from  Mr, 
NioHoi.ia,  in  which  he  said  the  gentleman  from 
SoathCarolinahadBnawered  himself,  by  allowing 
ibe  propriety  of  a  reference  at  all ;  and  observet^ 
if  because  these  petitions  oomplauied  of  the  od- 

'  '  '  part  of  oar  Government 


toy  were  to  be  r^ected,  it  might  be  eipeotei 
that,  hereafter,  no  petition  wonld  be  received 
that  oompluned  of  the  roaladmiuistratioQ  of  any 
department  of  the  Oovemment 

The  reference  was  carried,  there  being  S5 
votes  for  it. 

Mr.  OujATDf  presented  petitions  from  rix 
hondred  and  seventy-eight  inhabitants  of  Ohes- 
ter  County,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  in  the  same  words  with  those 
presented  yesterday. 

On  e:^tllinff  MatthM  L]/en. 

Ht.  Batiad  called  np  for  consideration  the 
following  reaolntion,  which  he  had  laid  npon 
the  table  «  day  or  two  ago ; 

The  reaolntion  having  been  read,  Mr.  B.  pre- 
sented to  the  Honse  a  copy  of  the  record  of  Mr. 
Ltos's  trial,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk, 
after  which, 

Mr.  B.  otBerved,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  tronble  the  Honse  vrtth  many  observations 
in  enpport  of  this  resdntion.  "Hie  facts  npon 
which  the  resolution  is  fbuoded,  are  proved  to 
be  inoontrovertibly  tme,  by  the  record  which 
had  inst  been  read.  The  only  question,  there- 
fort  before  the  House  was,  as  to  the  consequence 
of  tie  feet,  or  whether  the  crime  of  which  the 
member  in  question  hod  been  convicted,  is  a 
.  sufficient  cause  for  expulsion.    Mr,  B.  referred 
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tbe  House  to  that  claaae  of  the  ooDstitnHon 
which  gives  the  House  the  power  of  eipnlnon. 
The  power,  edd  he,  la  unlimited.  The  House 
hna  the  power  to  e^wl  a  member  for  any  crime, 
or  for  any  caaae,  which,  in  their  discretion, 
they  conceive  has  rendered  him  nnflt  to  remain 
a  member  of  the  body.  Perhaps  some  gentle- 
men may  think  that  it  is  improper  for  the  House 
to  take  notice  of  acU  done  by  its  members  ont 
of  the  House,  bat  he  believed  the  fnllncy  of  anch 
a  doctrine  wonld  be  eaaily  seen.  It  was  cer- 
tainly possible,  and  might,  therefore,  be  imagin- 
ed, that  a  member  of  this  HoQse,  might  be 
guilty  of  mnrder,  treason,  peijnry,  or  other  in- 
ntmouB  crime,  and  would  ft  be  asserted  that  a 
man,  defiled  by  crimes  of  this  kind,  ought  to  be 
suffered  to  represent  a  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Suites  in  the  National  Legislature) 
He  tmsted  that  no  gentleman,  who  valued  re- 
patation,  wonld  contend  for  such  a  point  The 
question,  then  ia,  said  Mr.  B.,  whetner  the  act 
in  que9tion  la  an  act  of  that  descriptjon,  the 
commipsion  of  which  ought  to  induce  tbe  House 
to  expelthe  convicted  member?  In  his  opinion, 
the  crime  was  of  the  first  political  magnitude. 
A  crime  not  only  affecting  the  members  of  this 
House,  bnt  the  whole  commnnity,  aa  Ita  oon- 
eequencea  go  to  the  subversion  of  the  Govern' 
ment.  This  Government,  said  Mr,  B.,  depends 
for  its  existence  upon  the  good  will  of  the  peo' 
pie.  That  good  will  is  maintained  by  tiieir 
good  opinion.  But,  how  is  that  good  opinion 
to  be  preserved,  if  wicked  and  nnprinclpled 
men,  men  of  iuocdinate  and  den«rate  ambition, 
are  allowed  to  state  (acts  to  the  people  which 
are  not  true,  which  they  know  at  the  time  to 
be  false,  and  which  are  stated  with  the  criminal 
intention  of  bringing  the  Government  into  dis- 
repute among  the  people.  This  was  falsely  and 
deceitfully  stealing  the  public  opinion ;  it  waa  a 
felony  of  tbe  worst  and  most  dangerous  nature. 
The  member  from  Vermont  has  been  convicted 
of  doing  this,  with  a  view  of  exciting  the  hatred 
of  the  people  against  tbePBKaioEKT  and  Senate, 
and  of  stirring  npseditionin  theconntry.  This, 
in  his  opinion,  was  a  crime  of  the  greatest  mag- 
nitude, since  it  is  all-important  that  the  chan- 
nel by  which  information  is  conveyed  to  the 
people  shoold  be  preserved  aa  pure  as  possible ; 
for,  if  men  are  allowed  to  state  things  aa  facto, 
which  they  know  to  be  false,  what  will  be  the 
ooDscqnenoe  t  However  opright  the  Govero- 
ment,  or  however  correct  the  First  Uagistrate 
may  be,  the  hatred  of  the  people  mav  be  ex- 
dted  agtunst  them  t^  means  of  folse  mforma- 
tion;  and  when  a  foreign  foe.  or  domestic  trai- 
tors, Join  the  standard  of  rebellion,  the  best  con- 
stitution and  government  may  be  subverted. 
Therefore,  that  falsehood  which  deprivea  men 
of  the  means  of  forming  a  true  judgment  of 
pnblic  affairs,  in  this  country,  where  the  Gov- 
ernment la  elective,  is  a  crime  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude. The  member  from  Vermont  has  been 
convictedj  nnder  a^avnted  circumstances.  He 
was  on  this  floor  when  the  law,  against  which 
he  haa  offended,  waa  passed.    He,  therefore. 


\^vUuMt,  ITBS, 

was  well  acqnrioted  with  the  law;  yet^  with 
this  knowledge,  he  has  fUse^,  scandalouslj  snd 
maliciously,  defamed  the  Pbbsidkmt  or  TBI 
Unttsd  States,  with  a  view  of  exciting  hatred, 
and  stirring  up  sedition.  These  beta  ore  re- 
corded and  incontrovertible ;  and  he  conctired 
it  would  be  ont  of  order  to  cul  them  in  questtoD. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  with  appealing  to  the  can- 
dor and  honor  which  he  expected  to  find  hi  tbe 
House,  whether  a  member,  tbe  malice  of  whose 
heart,  and  the  falsehood  of  whoae  pen,  stood  re- 
corded; who  had,  from  the  worst  and  basej4 
motives,  violated  a  law  which  he  had  himself 
assisted  to  make,  was  fit  to  hold  a  seat  in  that 
House.  Win  any  one  say  that  a  man  who  does 
not  keep  the  laws  ought  to  be  allowed  to  make 
them  ?  Certainly,  nothing  was  more  repugnant 
to  principle  and  propriety;  and,  aa  he  conceiv- 
ed the  member  from  Vermont  was  notoriooily 
and  exemplarily  gnilty  in  thia  reepect.  an  obli- 
gation rested  on  the  House  to  expel  him.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  brought  fbrward  this  resolution  fhxn 
a  sense  only  of  pnblic  duty,  from  a  strong  fil- 
ing for  national  character.  He  knew  bctlitl]^ 
and  should  be  happy  if  it  were  less,  of  the  mem- 
ber who  was  the  ohject  of  it.  He  could  not  be 
suspected  of  having  been  induced  to  the  step  be 
had  taken  by  the  miserable  gratdfleation  of  MTer- 
ing  violence  to  the  feelings  of  the  member.  Ha 
believed  that  nothing  he  had  said,  nor  anything 
which  could  be  swd,  would  awaken  a  singie  feet 
ing.  Tlis  sensations  were  of  another  sort,  and 
excited  in  another  manner.  Mr.  B.  eono^red 
he  had  done  hia  doty,  and  if  the  House  refoMd 


wonldappear  to  the  world  that  he  had  noshtie 
in  the  disgrace, 

Mr.  NiCROLAB  had  hoped  that  the  genll«mui 
thnn  Delaware  would  have  shown  to  the  Houss 
something  in  this  transaction  which  mode  the 
character  of  the  meml>er  allnded  to  so  hif*- 
moos  OS  to  have  rendered  him  unfit  to  bold  i 
seat  in  this  Boose.  He  should  have  tbongbt 
that,  after  a  member  of  ttus  House  had  of- 
fered so  severely  aa  the  member  fWtm  Ver- 
mont haa  suffered  by  fine  and  imprisonmoit, 
it  would  have  been  thonght  neceasary  to  go 
intoa  con^deratJon  of  the  nature  of  the  offence 
of  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  guilty,  md 
to  have  shown  that  the  guilt  attactdng  to  him 
was  such  as  to  defile  the  characters  of  the  rest 
of  the  members  to  sit  with  him,  before  a  vnM 
of  expulsion  was  taken.  Indeed,  Mr.  N.  hid 
snppraod  tliat  there  hod  been  bnt  one  opinion 
on  this  subject,  and  that  no  attempt  wonlabsre 
been  made  to  have  inflicted  a  second  pnnidt- 
ment  The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  Mr.  ?(. 
said,  had  confined  himself  in  hiadeclarstico  about 
this  offence,  to  its  being  an  ofience  against  mm 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  without 
showing  the  House  what  the  oflbnoe  wa^  or 
wishing  them  to  form  a  Judgment  upon  it. 

Mr.  N.  was  anrpriaed  at  this  second  prMNo- 
tlon,  because.  If  gentlemen  will  sp«ak  c«ndi<^ 
accOTding  to  the  ot^idou  wUdi  they  fanatAj 
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delifcred  fn  jnatifcstion  of  the  lav,  tbej  will 
tcknowledge  that  the  whole  of  the  charges 
brought  ae^Qst  the  member  from  Verroont 
000)1  not  to  have  been  inquired  into  under  the 
•edition  taw ;  erlDC«  two  of  the  eonnts  '      ' 


n  the  indictment  are  mere  matters  of  opinion. 
not  containing  the  least  anggeetion  of  f^t ;  ana 
the  third  rests  to  much  on  matter  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  impoerible,  according  to  a  eotind 
fraction  of  the  law,  for  any  guilt  to  be  in 
Rd  W  theaet. 

Mr.  N,  wished  the  Honse  to  attend  to  the 
utnre  of  tb^  ohargee  exhibited  against  the 
iMmber  from  Vermont,  and  to  Bay  whether 
t^  were  not  of  mcb  a  nature  as  to  render  ft 
^fficnl^  to  saj  whether  they  are  well  fonnded, 
■nd,  if  they  are  well  founded,  then  they  are  in- 
nocent. In  the  record  from  which  he  bad  copied 
Ibe  charges,  there  are  three  connta;  two  of 
&emare  fonnded  on  extracts  taken  fromaletter, 
esQed  "  BotIow'h  Letter;"  the  third  isforsenti- 
menta  contained  in  a  letter  of  the  member's  own 
writing.  Tie  two  first  tnm  on  mere  matters  of 
npinion.    Mr.  N.  read  the  connts  aa  follows : 

"The  mlnmlentaiiilliig  between  th«  two  Qorem- 
— ti  hu  become  eitreiaely  aluming,  oonfldenee  ii 
'  '  '  initrvjtA,  miftnnti,  Jealoajy,  and  a  dii- 
■  wrong  BttribalJOD  of  mollvef,  un  M  ap- 
t>nnt  aa  to  raqnire  the  ntmcMt  eanlloD  in  tmrj  wind 
tai  HtioD  tfakt  are  to  oome  befbre  ynor  Esecottre — 
Inranif  jODTotueet !•  to>Toiilha«ti)itie*.  Hod^s 
ttnth  been  nndentood  with  yoD  befrae  the  ncall  sf 
lintatM,  before  the  coming  txA  Mcond  oomii^  of 
I^Dckney;  bad  it  |;iuded  Ibe  pens  that  wrote  the 
biillyiDg  Speech  c^yoor  Pieddent,  lad  atnpiil  umrar 
of  JODT  Setuite,  at  the  opeainK  of  Congreia  in  No- 
TCmber  last,  I  ijionld  probably  hara  hod  no  occuon 
to  eddrsM  ytm  tliii  tetter.  But  we  foaoil  b[m  bor- 
rowing Ae  lansnage  of  Qre&t  Britain,  snd  telling  the 
world  diat,  aldoa^  he  ahonld  >aco«ed  In  treating 
wfd  the  Fnneh,  there  wai  do  dependence  to  be 
fleeed  en  any  of  their  engBgementi ;  that  their  reli- 
gloa  ud  monK^  were  at  an  end ;  that  they  bad 
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■17  to  be  perpetually  armed  agaiDit  them,  though 
th^  ire-at  peace.  We  wondered  that  the  enjwer  of 
bc*h  Houei  had  not  been  an  order  to  eend  him  to  a 
mad-bonse.  Initead  of  thia,  tbe  Senate  had  ecbow] 
the  Speech  with  more  eervili^  than  aver  Cieoiga  UL 
apeneDoed  ftom  either  Bonn  of  Pariiament. 

"  Aj  to  the  EiecntiTe,  when  I  ibBU  no  tbe  effbrti 
of  diat  power  bent  ^  the  promotion  ef  the  comfort, 
the  haf^ineM,  and  accommodation  of  the  people,  that 
EzecodTe  duill  have  my  zealoiu  and  oiiifonn  lup- 
port.  Bnt,  when  I  *ee  everj  considentian  of  tbe 
pablie  weUkie  (wallowed  np  in  a  continnal  graap  for 
power,  in  an  mibonnded  thint  for  lidicttlons  pomp, 
iboliah  adnlatko,  or  lelfiih  avarice ;  when  I  shall  be- 
Ik^  taenef  real  merit  dailr  tnmed  oat  of  ofBce  for 


I  diall  tea  bmo  of  Grmneea,  merit,  yean,  abilities 
and  experience,  diicaided  on  tbair  spplicatiou  for 
lAce,  ioT  fear  tbef  poness  that  independence ;  and 
itien  of  meuiueM  preferred  for  the  ease  with  which 
they  take  up  and  advocate  opinionH,  the  coosequeoce 
of  wbich  they  know  but  Uttk  of;  when  I  sball  see 
the  laiaed  name  of  religion  employed  ai  a  State 
engine  ta  make  mankind  l>ata  and  perecente  ana 
auXber,  I  diaU  not  be  thdr  bumble  adroeate." 


The  two  first  conntfl  contain  the  opinions  of 
the  writer  on  pnblio  and  notorious  acts.  No 
act  is  charged  npon  the  PBEflinEST  and  Senato 
wbich  is  not  notorions.  It  is  not  an  attempt  to 
impose  npon  the  world  a  belief  of  {acts  which 
do  not  exist.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  of  the 
law  and  others  to  say  whether  thia  law  wu 
ever  intended  to  extend  to  matters  of  opinion. 
He  was  astonished  that  a  record  of  this  kind 
ahonld  ever  come  from  a  conrt  of  the  United 
States.  Tbe  law  declares  that  the  publications 
which  it  proposes  to  pnnish,  shall  h«  false  and 
Bcandalona.  Do  gentlemen  say  opinions  can  be 
false  which  do  not  contain  matter  of  fhctf 
Another  part  of  the  law  gives  to  the  party  ao- 
cnsed  the  privilege  of  giving  the  tmtn  of  tbe 
ttaot  charged  in  evidence ;  bat  it  is  impossible 
that  this  can  be  done,  where  the  matter  charged 
consists  of  mere  opinion;  and  Jnriee  conld  not 
possibly  say  whether  an  opinion  be  tme  or 
false.  They  can  only  determine  whether  or 
not  it  is  their  own  opinion. 

If  a  man  is  to  be  anlnoct  to  a  proeecntion  tat 
his  opiniops,  what  wul  be  the  consequence! 
We  are,  said  Ur.  N.,  sent  here  to  form  an  opin- 
ion, and,  when  we  return  home,  we  are  expects 
ed  to  deliver  that  opinion  to  onr  constituenta: 
bnt.  If  the  propriety  of  onr  opinions  ore  not  to 


bejnd 
wiilb 


become  of  na!  No  man  it 
though  he  may  have  formed  his  opinion  as  cor- 
rectly  aa  poaaiole,  if  twelve  men  are  to  sit  npoD 
it,  and,  if  it  shoald  not  happen  to  be  their 
opinion,  or  if  they  ahonld  not  believe  it  to  be 
his  npon  whom  it  is  charged,  he  will  be  liable  to 
a  severe  fine  and  Imp'risonment  Is  it  proper^ 
Ur.  N.  Baked,  for  le^slators  to  be  placed  on 
tbie  gronnd  I  Or,  will  gentlemen  gay  it  was 
their  intention  to  place  tbemselvee  in  this  sitn- 
ation  t  They  certainly  will  not ;  for  who  would 
consent  to  sit  here,  or  of  what  nse  would  it  bc^ 
□nder  anch  conditions  T 

The  third  count  is  somewhat  of  a  different 
nature.  Kr.  V.  s^d,  in  speaking  on  this  sab- 
ject,  he  was  not  pving  hia  own  opinion.  If  he 
were  to  ^ve  it,  he  should  say  be  had  no  foun- 
dation for  the  fact  here  stated.  There  is  no 
Lode,  however,  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not 

was  tbe  opinion  of  themember  from  Vermont, 
and  if  it  were  bis  opinion,  there  being  no  mode 
of  determining  whether  the  opinion  is  correct 
or  otherwise,  it  wos  impossible  to  act  upon  it. 

With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  the  third 
oonnt,  wbich  speaks  of  "  every  oonsideration 
of  the  pnbilo  welfare  being  swaUowed  np  in  a 
continual  grasp  of  power,  fco,"  be  anppoeed  it 
wonld  be  agroed  that  it  was  an  expression  of 
the  affection  of  tbe  mind — an  opinion  upon  tbe 
diapod^on  disoovered  by  actions.  That  part 
of  It  which  relates  to  "men  of  real  merit  being 
tnmed  out  of  office  for  no  other  cause  but  inde- 

Cdence  of  sentiment,  Ac.,"  suggeits  a  fact, 
if  this  was  his  opinion,  it  is  a  matter  so 
mnch  connected  with  opinion,  as  to  be  scarcely 
distinguishable  from  it  And  shall  we  be  told, 
scud  Ur.  N.,  that  a  member  ongbt  to  he  banisb- 
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ed  from  hU  seat  for  ottering  &  seatiment  of  tbU 
kind,  after  haTing  been  told  hj  the  geotlemtu) 
troia  Delaware,  and  otbera,  that  it  iras  &  oom- 
plete  disqualification  for  office  for  »  moo  to  hold 
ft  different  political  opinion  fhtm  that  of  the  £z- 
ecntive?  Ho  trosted  gentlemen  could  not  ee- 
rionsij  think  ao.  For,  fdnoe  if  the  &ct  were 
tme,  and  the  member  from  Vermont  had  ad- 
duced (as  he  belleTed  he  mi^ht  hare  done)  two 
or  three  ingtancea  of  men  being  tamed  oat  of 
ofBce  merely  on  acooimt  of  their  political  opin- 
ioDB,  atill  the  joTf  might  have  aalced,  "how  do 
yon  know  that  the  men  diaplaced  poeeeaaed  bu- 
porior  taJenta  t«  thoae  who  anoceeded  them)" 
This,  though  trae,  conld  not  be  proved,  there- 
fore the  member  from  Vermont  c»nld  not  have 
availed  himself  of  the  advantage  held  oat  bj 
the  law.  Oentlemen  may  aay  thia  is  not  neoee- 
wry,  as  this  law  goes  to  many  offences  not 
capable  of  thia  proof;  they  may  say  that  the 
British  law  on  thia  subject  goes  to  many  others. 
Bat  our  law  is  not  the  aame  with  the  British 
law ;  there,  thonsh  the  libel  be  true,  it  ia  not 
lees  a  libel,  whi(»i  ia  not  tlie  case  onder  otir 
law,  which  ia  an  important  diatinotioli. 

It  was  clear,  Hr.  K.  said,  that  aach  parts  of 
the  connta  as  went  to  inatnuate  fact,  were  so 
connected  with  opinion,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  separate  them.  It  conld  not  be  said  that 
the  jury  were  competent  to  detide  upon  the 
tratn  of  the  oaae.  The  deddon  of  twelve 
honest  men  on  a  point  of  fact,  la,  perhaps,  the 
beat  accnrity  that  can  be  deviaed  for  Uie  ae- 
cnrity  of  jcstice;  hat  if  a  man  ia  to  be  con- 
victed becaase  hia  opiniona  and  those  of  a  jury 
are  at  Tsrianoe,  there  is  an  end  to  all  security. 
Men's  opiniona  are  aa  varions  oa  their  taaee, 
and  the  tmth  or  falsehood  of  those  opinions  are 
not  fit  snl^ectafor  the  de<naion  of  ajnry. 

Upon  what  gronnd  does  the  member  from 
Vermont  stand!  He  ia  a  repreeentatlve  of  the 
people;  and  gentlemen  conld  not  shnt  their 
eyes  agunst  a  notorious  bet,  viz:  that  the 
constituents  of  this  member,  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  this  prosecation,  have  re-eleoted  him ; 
and  if  the  people  of  Vermont  chooee  to  have  a 
person  poeseeaing  these  opinions  to  rcmresent 
them,  who  liave  a  right  to  say  they  shall  oott 
Indeed,  if  they  are  to  be  renreaented  at  all,  they 
mnst  be  represented  by  the  man  whom  they 
choose  to  elect. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  said,  that 


Mr.  N.  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He  thanzht 
it  incumbent  on  a  Eepreeentative  to  disclose  hia 
opinions  on  public  afiiairs  to  his  constitaents; 
and  this  diactoeure  will  become  more  neceseary, 
in  proportion  as  snch  opinions  may  be  offensive 
to  the  adioinistrutora  of  the  Government;  as, 
when  all  goee  on  smoothly  and  well,  there  will 
be  no  necessity  fbr  calling  the  attention  of  the 
people  to  public  concerns. 

liie  gentleman  hoa  also  said,  that  it  wonld  be 
oat  of  order  to  contest  the  truth  of  any  thing 
contmned  in  thia  record.    He  thought  differeut- 
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ly,  and  that  if  it  was  proper  to  act  np<n  tb« 
snt^ect  at  all,  it  would  be  proper  to  aad^  a 
day  to  have  a  fur  hearing  of  the  bueiaui,  to 
enable  the  Hooee  to  Judge  of  the  beta.  For 
gentlemen  will  not  aay,  that  oonila  and  jnriea 
are  eo  in&Uible,  that  Uiere  is  no  case  in  vhidi 
the  decidon  of  a  court  onght  to  be  revised.  If 
the  member  from  Vermont  should  think  it  ne- 
ceeaary  to  demand  this  inveetigatiaii,  the  Home 
ou^t  to  submit  to  it 

There  waa  something  in  that  reoord,  Mr.  IS. 
■aid,  which  was  very  dngnlor  indeed;  trai» 
thins  which  requires  inveetigatioD ;  for  nuka 
the  fact  ia  difierait  from  what  bis  lofimiutiQO 
made  it,  a  moat  extraordinary  dienmstanoe  mi 
connected  with  the  third  cotmL  It  will  be  wan, 
from  the  showing  of  the  record,  that  the  tettci 
upon  which  the  charge  is  fonnded,  waa  written 
before  the  passage  of  the  law  on  whith  the  i^ 
fence  was  tried.  If  he  was]iotmisiafbmMd,iw 
evidence  was  adduced  in  oonrt  to  show  that  Mr, 
Lyos  did  any  act  sabaequent  to  the  writing  of 
his  letter  in  the  publication,  and  that  thongb 
the  thing  appeared  in  print  after  the  law  t«u 
ita  effect,  all  that  waa  done  by  the  writer 
was  done  before  the  law  was  passed.  E« 
thoDght,  therefore,  before  the  House  acted  upm 
tliia  subject,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  had  iqaa 
it.  He  did  not  know  what  were  the  wishes  of 
the  memt>er  from  Vennont  himself  on  Uui  tub- 
jeot ;  he  had  not  put  the  question  to  him,  be- 
cause he  thon^t  there  was  no  ofitooe  oontaliwd 
in  (he  reoord  of  which  the  House  ought  to  tike 
notioe.  He  would  say  farther,  that  belienng 
moat  religiously  that  the  law  against  which  the 
member  from  Vermont  u  said  to  have  offended, 
is  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  this  eooit- 
try,  he  could  not  without  a  breach  of  his  oath, 
do  any  act  to  punish  a  breach  of  that  law. 

Mr.  Lton  soil],  be  did  expect  that  if  he  wu 
to  have  had  a  second  trial,  ne  should  have  leeo 
at  liberty  to  have  adduced  the  evideooe  npca 
whioh  a  jury  had  already  decided.  QentkniM 
who  liave  l^en  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  re- 
cord, which  be,  notwithstanding  all  hia  eomat 
desires  to  obtain  it,  had  not  been  aUe  to  pro- 
cure, might  also  have  obtained  a  «^y  of  lbs 
testimony  on  which  this  Judgment  was  Riundtd. 

Mr.  L.  thon^t  he  hod  received  an  nijoat 
trial  and  a  hard  sentence.  He  said  utmost,  tw- 
oause  he  was  frowned  npon  by  the  Judge  in  > 
very  abrupt  manner  wb^  he  challenged  t*o  <f 
the  jury,  which  he  had  a  right  to  do  by  alaw 
of  the  State.  The  Judge  aiiaweredi»B,eaid  Mr. 
L.,  "Yon  are  mtaoquunted  with  the  lavsoflht 
State."  Mr.  L.  observed  that  there  is  a  law  ii 
the  State  ot  Vermont  for  punishing  persras  who 
speak  against  the  pnblioaathoriliea,  wldchgivM 
to  the  accuaed  the  privilege  of  ohalleiigiiig  ai 
of  his  jnry.  This  privil^e,  aaid  Mr,  L,  I  •»■ 
denied,  eiclurive  of  the  poUdcal  raokiog  of  lb* 
jury  who  tried  me.  This  is  the  IdndtJ  lre•^ 
ment  I  have  received :  but  1  ahoU  sabmit  to  the 
deeimon  of  the  House  without  oocupyiog  tlwr 
time  on  my  oocount,  ftirther  than  my  an^nM 
are  dedrons  of  so  occupying  iL 
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Ur.  Alux  Hdd,  notliiiig  bat  the  rwpect 
irUdi  be  entcotained  for  ue  character  who 
[mRded  at  the  trial  of  the  member  ft»m  Ver- 
ntont  wonld  have  dnwn  him  from  hia  seet  on 
that  occadon.  But  if  be  tmdentood  the  mem- 
ber from  YeniMxit,  he  aaid  he  was  frowned  ap- 
oi  hf  the  eoort  when  he  challenged  two  of  hb 
J1117,  and  haTinc  been  prewnt  at  the  trial,  he 
WM  aUe  to  (peak  to  that  £>oL  He  iiDderBt«od 
the  member  to  make  s  challenge  and  the  Jndge 
told  him  be  did  not  know  tltelawa  of  Vermont; 
but  (0  &r  fhm  any  banihncM  being  nwd  to- 
■vds  the  member,  he  most  aaj  he  never  bbw 
a  trial  mor«  fidrlr  oondncted.  He  thooght  it 
did  honor  to  Judge  Fateraon,  who  presided. 
Then  th«  member  persisted  In  his  opinion,  that 
a  law  of  the  State  gave  him  a  right  to  challeiige 
hit  JoiT,  the  Jodge  replied, "  if  that  wss  the  law, 
it  wonld  require  MDrideration ; "  and  he  inquired 
rfthedistriot  jadgeifthatwaa  the  law,  who  aaid 
it  waa  not.    As  to  the  member's  being  pr«dp- 


mpled  indolgeni 
to  the  aecnsed,  it  was  this. 

The  membcor  frvm  Yennont  had  qtokeu  of 
Qm  joTT  bdng  packed.    He  had  seen  this 


aertedtn  the  p^ers,  and  the  pnblic  onght  to 
"-' '  ■'hat  the  charge  bwhollyonti —    "^ 


The 


member  frmn  Vermont  most  know  it  is  nntme. 
The  J1117  waa  drawn  from  the  boxes  as  is  usual, 
in  conaeqnenoe  of  an  order  made  bj  the  conrt 
in  Maj,  wbldi  pointed  ont  the  partdcnlor  towns 
from  wbeoM  the  Jmr  were  to  be  drawn.  Mr. 
A.  oonchided  by  saying,  he  waa  son?  to  find 
aoT  man  baae  enongh  to  attack  the  sentteman 
who  prerided  cm  thia  trial,  aa  he  beUeved  his 
oondaet  to  be  unimpeachable. 

Hr,  Batasd  b^  oonndering  the  lateness  of 
the  lionr,  be  sihonld  limit  bis  reply  to  a  few  oV 
Hrvalitms.  He  did  not  know  what  would  bind 
the  gentleman  from  Vii^lnia;  he  denies  the  ob- 
Ggadon  of  the  law,  end  the  credibility  of  the 
record.  He  could  not  enieot,  therefore,  that  he 
wonld  be  bound  by  the  obligation  of  reason. 

The  ^Dtteman  from  Vlr^nia,  in  his  defence 
tf  the  member  from  Vermont,  has  gone  npon 
the  gronnd  that  mere  matter  of  opimon  caimot 
be  Moatmed  into  a  libeL  He  begeed  leave  to 
fiffo"  from  that  opinion,  for  which  there  was  not 
the  least  ground.  Four  things,  Mr.  B.  s^d,  are 
nriwwaarytn  oonsHtnte  a  crime  under  the  law  in 
qnestion :  it  Is  neoeeaary  that  a  publication  should 
be  seditaona,  &lse,  scandalooa,  and  malidous. 
Wbtax  tbeae  four  things  appear,  whether  the  pnb- 
fieatioa  oondsts  in  the  assOTtlon  of  matter  of  opin- 
ion,  or  matteroff^  it  will  be  within  the  law, 
whicbnuikes  nodiscnminationon  the  sntjject. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  think  it  altogether  in  order  to 
qnestioo  in  tiiis  place  the  regnlarity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  oourt  of  Justice.  According  to 
the  or^iaoizatlon  of  this  Govemmeat,  ^e  pow- 
ers frf  it  are  distribut«d,  and  the  Jndiciaryin  ita 
departznent  is  as  sovereign  as  the  Legislature ; 
and  it  ia  aa  improper  for  the  Le(^slature  to 
fneotion  the  proeeeoings  of  a  court  as  it  would 


I>e  for  a  court  in  common  oasesj  to  qnestion  the 
obligation  of  a  law.  What  has  the  fret  .been  t 
The  Judgment  of  a  oourt  has  decided,  on  the 
erdictof  ajnry  given  upon  oatb,  that  this  case 
ras  within  the  law ;  aoc,  after  a  Judicial  deter- 
mination, is  it  for  a  member  of  this  Eoose  to 
ly  that  the  case  was  not  within  the  Jaw ! 
But  Mr.  B.  could  conceive  no  idea  more 
roundless  than  that  of  the  gentleniau  from 
'irginia,  that  mere  mattere  of  opiuion  are  not 
grounds  of  charges  under  this  law.  This  the 
gentleman  had  made  his  alpha  and  omega.  He 
wished  to  know  how  a  £stiDotiDU  was  to  be 
made  on  this  subject  t  If  an  opinion  npon  a  fact 
be  expressed,  and  that  opinion  is  false,  scanda- 
lous, and  mslioiOQs,  ought  It  not  to  be  sohjeot 
prosecotiont  Does  the  gentleman  aay  opin- 
is  cannot  tie  fklse !  Mr.  E.  said,  he  would  pnt 
;ase  to  the  gentleman  from  Yii^ia,  without 
y  intention  of  personel  reflection,  but  merely 
for  the  sake  of  the  argument.  Sappoee  any 
person  were  to  say,  that  in  hi*  opinitm,  that  gen 
tleman  was  a  ro^us,  or  any  other  optnien  cast- 
ing a  gross  imputation,  would  the  ofienco  be 
lees,  because  he  had,  instead  of  saying  expressly 
he  was  a  rogue,  merely  ^ven  it  as  Ms  opinion  t 
But  if  the  gentleman  Insisted  opinions  oould  not 
felse,  how  would  he  get  ria  of  the  condn- 
o  t  This,  Mr.  B.  conceived,  might  be  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  opinions  may  be  tUse.  Or, 
suppose  a  man  were  to  say  that,  in  hia  opinion, 
another  was  a  traitor,  ought  he  not  to  ^  pnn- 
ished  aa  severely  as  if  he  had  asserted  the  tiling 
aa  a  ftict  i  The  intention  and  wisdom  of  thia 
law  was,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  caution  men  to  be 
guarded  in  the  pnbUcaUon  of  their  opinions ; 
since,  by  the  ezpreesion  of  folse  opimons  the 
minds  of  the  people  may  be  alienated  from  theSx 
OovemmenL  Suppose,  for  instanoe,  that  the 
sentlemaa  from  Vvgima,  or  the  member  frran 
Vermont,  were  to  haran^e  the  people,  and 
say,  in  their  optnitm,  this  law  is  onoonstitn- 
tional,  and,  therefore,  not  binding;  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  obeyed,  but  opposed  by  foroe ; 
that  it  was  made  by  men  graspmg  after  power, 
in  defiance  of  the  best  inlereets  of  th^  conu- 

3',  in  order  to  answer  their  own  private  views. 
though  this  all  might  be  mere  matter  of  opinr 
ion,  would  it  not  oome  within  the  meaningof 
the  law  in  question  t  No  man  on  earth,  Jfr. 
B.  B^d,  would  be  more  opposed  to  any  measure 
for  r«elralning  tlie  expreadon  of  honest  and  wdl> 
Intentioned  opinions,  than  himseli^  All  that 
tltis  law  does,  is  to  reetndn  blse,  malidous,  and 
Bcondalons  opinions.  And  will  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  say,  that  the  good  of  the  conntrr, 
or  its  liberty,  wifi  tte  promoted  by  indulging  m 
an  expression  of  what  is  false,  scandalous,  and 
malicious  I  Oould  this  be  liberty  t  He  thought 
noL  Eveiy  man,  under  this  law,  has  the  lib^ty 
of  publi^img  what  be  pleases,  taking  the  respon- 
ability  npon  himself  for  the  truth  of  what  he 
writes.  If  he  writes  only  what  is  true,  he  ii 
not  Kable  to  punishment;  if  whatis  false,  and 
that  maliciously,  it  is  only  reasonable  he  should 
be  punished  fbr  his  folsehood  and  malice. 
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.,,...  n  eagOf  that  a  man  irere  to 

my  that,  in  his  opimon,  another  was  insolvent, 
a  bankrupt,  or  a  thie^  would  he  not  be  answer- 
able for  this  opinion  I  He  certainly  wonld. 
And  onght  a  man  to  be  permitted  to  slander  the 
GoTenunent  and  not  an  individtiall  If  the  li- 
oentiouanesa  of  the  press  be  allowed  to  go  thus 
fiir,  there  will  be  nothing  safe  in  character;  it 
will  always  be  in  the  power  of  a  malicious  per- 
son to  rob  the  best  men  of  their  reputation  with 
impanitj.  He  presamed,  therefore,  tliat  there 
was  no  gronnd  for  the  distinction  which  the 
gentleman  had  attempted  to  draw. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  called  Upon 
the  advocates  of  this  resolution  to  show,  that 


'that 


expulsion  of  a  member  from  His  seat  could  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  a  punishment.  It  was 
merely  lopping  off  from  the  L^islative  body  a 
rottAn  member  wbo  contaminatM  the  whole 
system.  This  waa  done  witboct  regard  to  the 
member  himself  bnt  with  a  view  solely  to  the 
health  and  pnrity  of  the  body  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  The  oonatitutioD,  however,  left  no 
doubt  on  the  enbject. 

It  is  sud  that  Qie  member  from  Vermont  haa 
been  re-elected,  aince  his  offences  were  known. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  say, 
how  this  &ot  waa  ascertained.  At  one  moment 
be  diapntes  the  truth  of  the  record,  and  says  it 
cannot  be  considered  as  conolnsive  or  credita- 
ble ;  yet,  at  another,  he  asserts  a  &ct,  upon  the 
eounds  of  an  extract  of  a  letter,  or  a  paragraph 
a  newspaper,  of  which  this  Honse  oonldtaKe 
no  noUce.  The  member  was  not  re-elected  to 
the  present  Oongrees,  nor  was  any  return  made 
of  hlB  re-election  to  the  neit,  8npi>ose  he  had 
a  m^ority  of  rotes  at  the  late  election,  may  it 
not  hereuter  appear  that  the  election  was  car- 
ried by  cormp tion  or  frand,  and  that  the  mem- 
bw  is  not  entitled  to  his  seatt 

It  Is  soggeeted  as  a  fact  that  the  letter  of  the 
member  from  Vermont  was  written  before  the 
law  paaaed;  but  the  crime  is  not  in  the  wridng 
(iftheIetter,bntinthepnblicationof it  There 
voold  have  been  no  crime  in  scandalonsly  wri- 
ting, if  he  had  not  p ubliahed  the  letter.  The 
crime  conMsted  not  m  the  wickedness  of  his 
own  heart,  bnt  the  int«ntion  to  corrupt  others  j 
the  deugn  to  scatter  firebrands  throogh  the 
ooromnnity,  with  a  view  of  exciting  inanrrec- 
tions.  If,  therefore,  he  could  have  proved  be- 
fore the  oonrt  and  Jury  that  he  was  not  acces- 
sory to  the  publication  after  the  paadng  of  the 
law,  he  would  donbtlesa  bave  been  acquitted ; 
and  though  he  did  not  think  highly  of  the  tal- 
ents of  t£at  member,  be  aupposecj,  if  tMs  bad 
been  the  case,  he  wonld  havebad  witenonghto 
have  arailed  mmself  of  it. 

He  would  say  a  word  with  respect  to  the 
consequences  of  the  crime  upon  a  member.  In 
England,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Oommons 
may  be  expelled  for  libellous  matter.  Such  was 
the  case  with  Mr.  Wilkea ;  though  in  Uiis  case, 
the  transaction  was  afterwards  expunged  from 


the  Jonmals,  it  was  not  done  upon  the  priunple 
that  the  original  expnlaion  was  not  jDBtifl^ht 
bnt  because  he  bad  been  expelled  for  tb«  amt 
offence,  after  be  had  been  re-elected  to  tti« 
same  Parliunent. 

Believing,  as  be  did,  that  the  membw  in 
question  disgraoed  the  body  to  which  at  praMot 
he  belonged,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
allowed  to  wash  away  the  blot  which  nirked 
and  disfigured  this  branch  of  the  Oovennnent 

Mr.  Gallatut  confesaed  that,  though  thus 
were  some  reasons  which  diminished  bis  lar- 
prise  at  seeing  this  resolution  on  the  tabk  b« 
did  not  expect  to  have  heard  it  defendea  at 
the  gronnd  which  the  gentleman  from  Delawm 
had  taken  in  his  last  speech.  He  did  not  ex- 
pect that  when  a  judgment,  awarded  nnder  tba 
sedition  law,  was  nnder  consideration,  a  gentla- 
man  should  riae  and  tell  the  Honse  that  thi) 
law  applies  to  the  publication  of  o|^iona  tf 
well  as  to  that  of  facta;  and  it  was  less  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  very  gentleman  who  btroduoed 
an  amendment  into  that  law,  providing  that  tin 
truth  of  a  charge  may  be  given  in  evidence. 
His  present  declaration  amonnted  to  this:  that 
those  words  were  introduced  in  order  to  deceit « 
thepnblic,  sinoe  they  could  be  of  no  reJ  m*. 

The  gentieman  from  Delaware  bad  constant^ 
confounded  matter  of  fact  expressed,  not  poR- 
tivelj,  bnt  only  as  the  belief  of  the  writer,  and 
opinions  or  deduction  from  fects.  If  a  nun, 
with  a  view  of  de&ming  the  government,  pub- 
lishee  that,  in  his  opinion,  according  to  his  bfr 
liel^  a  certain  fhct  do«s  exist,  which  is  suecfpti- 
ble  of  proof,  and  is  found  to  be  false,  the  pnbH- 
oation,  by  the  law,  is  undoubtedly  a  libel.  TTiiH 
if  a  man  says  that,  in  his  opinion,  a  man  ii  a 
thie^  a  bankrupt,  or  insolvent,  it  is  not  len  1 
libel,  than  if  he  said  snch  a  person  was  po9liT«- 
ly  so,  becanse  these  things  are  siisc^tible  cf 
prooL  Bat,  when  we  so^k  of  opinion,  as  di»- 
tinot  from  fact,  we  spea^  of  opinions  nut  aa- 
oeptible  of  proof,  beoanse  thoy  depend  upon 
reasoning,  and  different  opinions  may  be  ds- 
dneed  from  the  same  &cta;  therefbre,  wea^ 
that  snoh  opinions  are  not  matter  for  prosMfl- 
tion  even  under  this  law.  Bnt,  the  gentleiou 
from  Delaware  says  that  all  opiniona  are  liablt 
to  be  proseonted,  prorided  that  they  can  b« 
proved  to  be  false,  scaQdalona,  and  malicioai. 
Proved  falsel  And  who  are  the  judges?  To 
be  sure,  twelve  Jorymeo,  who  are  sworn  to 
give  a  Terdiot  according  to  evidence.  And  hov 
can  the  truth  of  things  whioh  cannot  be  proved 
by  evidence,  be  determined  by  evidence  I  Aa 
opmion  may  be  incorrect ;  and,  if  Jndfied  iooor- 
rect  by  the  gentieman  from  Delawai«^  it  ia,  ac- 
cording to  Ms  reasoning,  to  be  de«ned  6iM, 
and  liable  to  prosecutiOD. 

The  House  nad  been  told  by  the  geutlenm 
from  Delaware,  that  it  haa  nothhig  to  do  with 
this  trial,  any  fbrther  than  the  r^oord ;  tbit  it 
onght  to  be  taken  as  complete  evidence  of  tha 
facta  which  it  contalw^  which  ought  not  to  ba 
disputed.  Ho  also  tells  the  House  that  cotirU 
of  JusUoe  are  u  independent  of  the  LagisUtur^ 
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utbe  LegiaUtiire  of  them;  that  this  Houm  hu 
aotMsg  to  do  with  the  crime;  that  It  is  the 
coniictiOD  only  which  thej  onght  to  take  o(^- 
mufice  of.  If,  B^d  Mr.  G.,  the  gentleman  from 
Deliware  had  not  brought  forward  the  reeoln- 
tion  Qdw  under  diacnBsion,  we  would  have  had 
nothing  U>  do  with  the  bosinees.  Ve  did  not 
bring  forward  the  subject ;  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Hr.  G.  added,  I  believe  I  go  too 
ftrwhen  I  say  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it; 
for  I  believe  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Eoase  to 
bive  sent  the  Sergeant-at-Anns  for  the  member 
from  Vermont,  and  demanded  him  fW>m  con- 
Soement,  that  he  might  hare  attended  to  bis 
itstj  in  this  Honse. 

[The  Spkaszr  said  tltis  was  not  now  the  qnes- 
tbm.] 

Ur.  G.  knew  this  was  not  the  qneedon ;  he 
mentioned  this  to  show  that  the  House  might 
hsve  had  BoniethiDg  to  do  with  the  bseiness. 
But  we  did  not,  said  he,  bring  the  mibject  be- 
fo-e  the  Eooae;  and,  if  we  Mere  nothing  to  do 
witii  the  dedmon  of  a  conrt,  that  decision  has 
nothing  to  do  with  ns.  If  the  membra  from 
Vermont  is  to  be  erpellei  he  onght  U>  be  ex- 
pelled, not  because  he  has  been  convicted,  but 
Wanse  he  has  committed  a  crime  which  ren- 
den  him  nnfit  to  retain  his  seat.  What  is  that 
crimet  It  is  stated  in  the  record:  and,  stat«d 
■»  it  is,  he  did  not  belieye  it  was  snfflcient  to 
gronnd  s  motion  of  this  kind  upon.  Whatever 
b  ccmtained  in  these  charges,  which  is  capable 
of  proof^  onght  to  be  taken  into  oonuderation, 
but  not  what  is  mere  matt«r  of  opbion.  It  was 
generally  allowed,  he  believed,  that  the  para- 
graphs from  what  is  called  Barlow's  letter,  are 
of  this  last  description.  With  respect  to  the 
other  part  of  the  cnarge,  viz:  the  extract  from 
a  letter  said  to  be  written  by  the  member  from 
Vermont  Mmael£  to  which  he  meant  to  confine 
hk  obmrvations,  ne  would  beg  leave  to  state  it. 
[Mr.  G.  read  it] 

Mr.  O.  Bud,  ute  whole  of  the  paragraph  was 
kypothetical ;  bnt,  supposing  that  the  member 
Gram  Tramont  had  declared  it  as  his  opinion 
"  thmt  the  eflbrts  of  the  Execative  power  were 
■ot  bant  on  the  promotion  of  the  comfbrt,  the 
happiiiMa,  and  the  acooouaodation  of  the  peo- 
ple, li»  wished  to  know  whether  this  oonld  be 
eoosdered  as  a  declaration  of  foot  or  opinion  T 
There  ia,  perhqjs,  no  meaanre  psssed  by  Oon- 

rB,  wnioh  one  or  other  may  not  think  will 
oootrary  to  the  happiness,  comfort,  and  ao- 
ammodation  of  the  people  of  the  Umtod  States. 
ITo  lubd,  said  he,  the  otJier  day,  the  qaestion  of 
t  navy  befbre  ns^  the  eatablishment  of  which 
isaiij'  beUere  ia  necessary  fbr  the  promotion  of 
tba  omnfort,  lu4>piDe<i^  and  aooommodotion  of 
the  people;  whereaB,in  my  opinion,  and  in  the 
opiiueii  of  tnany  othen,  it  will  prodnoe  the 
Very  inverse.  How  is  this  question  to  be  de- 
(idedt  And  yet  it  is  known  that  the  Pbbsi- 
DOrr,  in  bis  writings  and  speaking,  has  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a  navy;  and  per- 
*ns  miting  and  ^waking  against  this  system, 
vldoh  QtBjF  ongbt  to  do,  if  they  believe  the 


^stem  inimical  to  the  United  States,  mi^t  be 
charged  with  brining  the  Congress  and  Pbbbi- 
DiNT  into  contempt.  But,  donbtlese,  this  is  a 
mere  matter  of  opmion,  and  not  susceptible  of 
proof  by  evidence.  In  order  to  prove  ute  trutb 
of  either  assertion,  yon  most  bring  forward  a 
dissertation  pro  and  am. 

The  next  part  of  the  paragraph,  vii :  "  when 
I  shall  see  every  conmderation  of  the  public 
wel^e  swallowed  up,"  &&  So  fares  relates  to 
the  first  member  of  this  sentence,  he  did  not 
see  how  it  could  be  proved.  He  wss  not  of 
opinion  that  eveir  oonsideration  of  the  pubUo 
wel&re  was  swallowed  np  in  a  contdnual  gfttp 
for  power ;  bnt  he  did  beliera  that  there  was  a 
constant  disposition,  not  only  in  the  ExeoutiTet 
but  in  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  to  iuareaie 
the  power  of  the  Eiecntive. 

frhe  Sfuxzb  said,  neither  thia  remark,  nor 
the  observations  on  the  Navy,  wwe  in  order.] 

Mr.  6.  said,  that  he  always  wished  strictly  to 
adhere  to  order,  and  in  order  to  avoid  com- 
mitting any  fhriher  mistake,  he  demred  to  be 
informed  why  it  was  out  of  ordert  Waa  the 
argument  not  in  point }  or  was  it  the  declara- 
tion of  his  own  opinion,  as  he  went  along, 
that  was  out  of  orderl  He  wished  to  know, 
as  he  meant  to  be  guided  by  ffie  rule  adojrtea 
by  the  Ohiur, 

[The  Spbaebb  repeated  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  been  ont  of  order.] 

Mr.  G.  proceeded.  With  respect  to  that  part 
of  the  paragr^h  which  says,  "  when  I  shall 
see  men  of  flmneeB,  Ac,  discarded  on  their  n>- 
plication  for  office,"  &o.  This,  said  Mr.  G.,  u, 
ut  some  degree,  matter  of  fact,  and  in  some  de- 
gree, matter  of  opimon.  It  is  a  matter  of  fao^ 
BO  fiir  as  that  men  of  flimne^  experi«moe,  Ac. 
have  been  tamed  ont  of  office;  and  matter  of 
opinion  as  to  what  is  smd  of  men  of  raeannen 
being  preferred  in  th^  place  I  do  believ& 
said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  first  assertion  is  tme;  aiu 
what  is  here  written  ia  no  more  than  an  illne- 
tratioQ  of  what  baa  been  declared  np<m  thia 
floor,  that  men  of  certain  political  opiniona, 
however  capable,  experienced,  firm,  and  vir- 
tnoiiB  they  might  be,  were  nnfit  to  hold  officeo. 
This,  Hi.  Or.  said,  was  the  only  fact  which 
could  be  brought  under  the  law,  and  he  thon^^ 
it  a  &ot  capable  of  being  proved  to  be  true. 
Mr.  G.  addnoed,  as  evidence  of  the  feet,  the 
cases  of  the  late  Oommiseioner  of  Revenue 
for  the  Umted  Stales,  and  of  the  Oommisnoner 
of  Loans  for  the  State  of  New  Esmpslure,' 
who,  he  said,  it  waa  evident,  were  tttmed  out 
of  office  on  account  of  their  political  opinions. 
And  he  read,  in  support  of  his  assertion,  the 
publication  of  the  Ute  Oommis^oner  of  Loans 
of  New  Hampshire. 

Another  port  of  this  paragraph  speaks  of  "an 
unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous  pomp."  This^ 
said  Mr.  O.,  is  mere  matter  of  opinion.  Take 
the  member  Irom  Termont  to  the  house  of  the 
Pbeoidekt,  and  he  may  oall  its  furniture  and 
qipendagee.  ridicolona  pomp;  take  a  membtt 
^m  a  oififerent  part  c^  the  oonntzy,  and  Iw 
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majr  dMlare  ereij  thiiiK  deoent  uid  plun ;  bnt 
lake  AD  oTe^rown  nobleiDaii  bom  Great  Bri- 
tain Into  tlie  boQM  of  the  Pxxsnmrr,  and  he 
wonld  Mt  down  eTeij  thing  he  mw  u  mean 
uidselflali. 

Bat,  I  inrift  npon  It,  add  Mr.  G.,  that  inattw 
of  optnion  ought  not  to  be  Biitjjeot  to  oognizanoe 
b;  Ukis  lair.  What,  nid  he,  i»  the  nature  of 
the  crime  now  i»>opoeed  to  be  pnniahed  by  the 
•ziHildon  of  the  member  from  Vermont  t  We 
are  told  that  he  has  published  and  nttered  ftlsa, 
■editiona,  and  maltdona  writings;  that  thoo^ 
theae  writings  ma;  be  ooIt  matter  of  o^nion, 
jet  If  thoae  onions  are  Blse,  tbcj  oome  onder 
thia  law ;  and,  alao^  that  atuib  writingi  have  a 
teodeDOT  to  itir  np  sedition  and  insurrection. 

Kr.  O.  wonld  not  repeat  what  had  been  said 
aa  to  the  tmconstitationaUty  of  the  law  nnder 
whloh  the  member  from  Vermont  had  been 
oonTicted;  but  thia  alone  wonld  be  a  soffioient 
reason  for  him  to  Tote  aghast  the  present  mo- 
tion. But,  snnMring  the  law  constitiitional,  la 
the  orinie  an  in&mons  one!  Certainly  not  It 
is  a  poUtioal  crime,  and  will  always  be  deter- 
mined aooording  to  the  ritnatioQ  of  the  parties  at 
the  time.  For,  add  he,  w4  may  say  aa  moob 
as  we  idease  abfratthe  purity  of  our  oonrts  and 
]mies,  and  of  our  own  mnity  j  decinoos  npcnt 
political  qneetioDs  will  always  be  infloenoed  by 
party  spirit  It  is  we,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  have 
iDtrodnoed  this  spirit  into  (he  conrts;  and  bar- 
ing giren  them  political  questions  to  demde,  it 
need  not  be  expected  that  oonrta  wiU  be  ftee 
from  party  pntndice  any  more  tlum  others. 
Therentre,  the  nlsehood  or  malidonsness  of  a 
pnbUcatioo  will  be  determined  by  the  poUtioal 
opiziioa  of  the  Jnry. 

Aa  to  the  maimer  In  which  the  trial  of  the 
member  flvm  Termont  had  been  oondncted,  he 
knew  nothing  of  it  He  wished  the  gentleman 
from  Oonneotiont,  (H:  AhjwJ  who,  it  seems, 
waa  preaeat  at  the  tria^  wonld  infbrm  the  Honse 
what  proof  waa  addnosd  to  the  ooort  to  show 
that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ltov  was  published  b: 
him  after  the  sedition  law  paned.  The  letter  I 
dated  the  SOth  of  Jnne,  the  law  was  passed  on 
the 4th  of  Jnly,  and  the  letter  waspnbUshed in 
Vermixit  on  tins  80th  of  Jolr.  He  shoold  be 
glad  to  know  whether  any  eTideooe  was  addnced 
to  show  that  Mr.  Ltov  did  any  thing  relative 
to  that  pnbUoation,  after  writing  the  letter  from 
HiiUdelphia  oa  the  20th  of  JnneT  If  not,  It 
wOl  ^pear  atranp^  Indeed,  that  he  ahonld 
have  been  ponished  for  an  act  d(me  prior  to  the 
paesage  of  the  law  imderwhidh  he  was  oonTloted. 

As  to  the  mannef  in  which  the  Joir  had  been 
■nnuniMied,  he  snppoaed  it  had  been  done  In  the 
osoal  way.  WhboQt  saying,  however,  that  the 
Jnrr  was  packed,  which  he  did  not  believe,  ye^ 
If  die  towns  ont  of  which  the  Jury  was  selected, 
were  the  towns  which  bad  never  dven  Mr. 
Lroir  bnt  one  or  two  votes  at  bis  dection,  it 
necessarily  reeolts  that  the  JBry  were  his  poli- 
tical enemies;  and  being  called  npon  to  try  him 
for  a  pcditieal  cffenoes  they  would,  of  conrse, 
oonviot  him. 


Mr.  G.  said,  the  lateness  of  the  honr  Tonld 

•event  him  from  detaining  the  Hoon  loinr. 

e  woaM  only  observe  that,  ocnaderiiig  Sul 
Qie  member  from  Vermont  bad  been  tri^  for 

political  oSeoce,  by  a  Jnry  cppceed  to  hiis  In 
opinion,  and  npon  a  law  pawd  on  politinl 
groond  at  the  last  sewlon ;  that  he  hid  been 
pnniahed  by  an  imprisonntuit  of  fonr  Dtontltf, 
and  by  a  fine  of  one  thonaand  doQara;  that  li« 
bad  been  deprived  of  his  seat  in  the  LesisUUin 
for  tbree  months:  he  thought  itwoold  havs 
been  better  not  to  lato  proposed  thia  itaoh- 
tion. 

If  this  resolation  shonld  be  adopted.  It  wonU 
follow,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  eveiy  member  vbo 
shall  write  uiy  thing  which  la  contraiy  to  the 
opinion  of  a  m^ori^  of  tiiia  Eonse,  whether 
what  he  writes  be  founded  In  tmth  or  Dot,  will 
be  liable  to  be  ezpelled,  in  order  to  pnrih  tb« 
Eonse.  Mr.  Q.  thoaght  persecction  haa  lot' 
lowed  the  member  fh)m  Vennont  long  enough. 
Every  candid  man  must  acbiowledge  that,  if 
he  has  committed  an  offence,  be  hia  already 
been  anffidenUr  pmiiahed  by  fine  and  irapruon- 
meot ;  to  expel  him  frcon  hia  seat,  would  ctnr 
with  it  an  idea  of  penecction  to  the  pnblic,  and 
to  his  oonstitnentt^  that  they  wonld  not  be  pe^ 
mitted  to  have  a  representative  on  this  floor. 
He  knew  the  dronnutsnco  of  the  member  &mi 
Tenoont's  having  been  ro-elected  could  not  ba 
Introdnoed  ea  an  argnment  in  hia  &vor,  bal  it 
might  serve  to  show  that  what.be  hid  nf- 
(bred  fbr  was  no  offence  In  the  eyes  of  lui  eoo- 
stitnents. 

The  question  was  pat ;  when  there  ^peand 
19  yeas  and  46  nays,  as  follows : 

Tau.— John  ALm,  Bailn'  Butlalt,  Juat  A-Bn- 
■id,  Jmuthan  Braea,  DaYid  Bnwki^  CbiMaw  li. 
ChunpUn,  John  dupmaii,  Jamei  Coclinw,  Wilfia 
CnSk,  Sernnel  W.  Duia,  John  Dcimii,  VSUua  Ed- 
'  "-•  Enat,  Abiel  Fotttr,  D<ri^  Taltr, 


Bobait  Goedkn  Huper,  Thomaa  Hu^.  TiKa 
WhiJiimi^  Henklah  L.  Heaner,  June*  H.  tidVi 
Johnmka*  Kittens  Sanioel  IriDaB,  Jmbb  Ibdifi, 
VSMm  Hitthen,  Lavli  ILHoiTb,  Hniin  & 
Otia,  laaaa  Paifc«,  Joeiah  Paiker,  Thanai  K^t- 
nay,  John  BntMge,  Jr.,  Jamai  ScIniramaD,  SamMl 

SeinD, 'William  awpatd,  T-- ''^-'-' —  *■- 

Blag  Spn^     .  „ 

mpMu,  Humbm  1^ 
hut,  John  E.  Van  Alton,  Sobizt  Wabs  *ai  Jw 
WniiBma 

Nats.— OeomBaer,lr.,AbT«bainBa]diriii,I>anl 
Bud,  Bobert  Brown,  Samod  J.  Cabell,  TbooM 
CMbHDD,  mnkm  ChulM  Cole  CUbone,  HatdMw 
Caay,  John  Qoptoii,  Tbocu*  T.  Dsvi%  Ma  Dav 
aen,  Oeofga  Una,  J««apfa  rgnlnalwi,  Lncaa  Bbw 
dn^  miliam  nodln,  John  Fowkr,  NaOatM 
FroMDan,  jr.,  Albact  oVllalln,  James  (»toiq' 
draw  Qng^  John  A.  Banna,  CaatM  I.  E 
Jcatathan  N.  Hsvena,  Josaph  HeiMor,  Davia  BobH^ 
Walter  Jonei,  Edwaid  Liviqntaav  HattlBW  lAt^ 
NathaiuDl  Macon,  Blair  MeClenachan,  Jetafb  Ib- 
Dowell,  Anthonj  New,  John  Nichda^  ThMnpmi* 
Skinner,  Samnal  Smith,  Willlain  Smilh,  Ridian 
^rigg,  Blohard  Stanfcaid,  Tbooiaa  Snmter,  Abiaa 
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Tiigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Tan  Cortkndt,  JoMph  B. 
Vumun,  Alnbuu  Venmbla,  uid  Robait  WiHiami. 
The  SnUKXB,  declariog  the  state  of  the  Tote, 
mai,  tbe  ooiutitation  requiring  two-thirds  <a 
the  m«mbeTB  present  to  expel  a  membo',  the 
naolntlon  ia  not  carried. 

S1.TIIZDAT,  FebroATT  S8, 
Mr.  J.  Fuxra,  from  the  Kevy  Oommittee, 
reported  «  bill  aathoruing  the  Bngmenbition  of 
Ibe  Marine  Ooips;  which  wae  oomndtted. 

tCasDAT,  Febniaiy  25. 

Mi.  Gsxaa  preaenled  two  petJtiona  praying 
hi  a  repeal  of  the  alien  and  aeditioii  laws ;  the 
eot  from  Camberlaod  Ooanty,  ngned  by  370 
Dereoua;  the  other  trtan  Uiffiin  Oonnty,  in 
PeuuylTanU,  signed  by  814  penoiu. 

Ur.  OAU.ATIK  presented  another  petition  (rf 
the  Mine  kind  ftom  Oheeter  Ooonliy,  dgited  by 
IMpersona. 

Ur.  IjvTswnawj  one  of  a  aimilar  nature, 


1,400  inhabitanta  of  Berks  GoontT. 

Mr.  BiTAKD,  {ne  &om  the  bihabitantB  of 
XewoaaUe  Oonnty,  Btate  of  Delaware  signed  by 
between  700  and  800  pereons. 

Mr.  B^TASD  and  Ur.  Bbowk  each  of  them 
preaented  petiUoiu  to  the  Mine  efibot,  Bigned  by 
a  small  nnmtnr  of  peraiHiB, 

The  whole  were  referred  aa  nsoaL 

On  motion  of  Ur.  I^miseTOM,  the  petition 
ppwented  some  dm  ago  from  a  onmber  of  alien 
Irishmen  igainat  Uie  wen  Ull,  woa  also  referred 


AUm  and  Stdition  Lam. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Goonmo^  the  Honae  went 

into  k  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 

of  a  aeleot  oommittee,  cm  the  petitionB  praying 

br  ft  repeal  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws; 

which  was  read  by  the  Ohainnao,  as  follows: 

Ite  committee  to  whom  vai  leftned  the  moxoriili 

of  waairj  iniwUtairt*  cf  the  eonntlce  of  Suflblk 

■nd  Queen,  in  tho  Slate  of  New  Tofc;  of  EiMz 

Coonty,  In  New  Jmeyi  of  Ae  coimtiM  of  Phila- 

delphta,  Toik,   KmthamplDo,   Mifflin,   DuqJiiii, 

WaeUi^itOD,  sod  Cnmberiaiid,  in  Pauujlmiiai 

■ad  of  die  oonnty  of  Amelia,  in  Virgini*;  aam' 

plaining  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  oonoenuug 

alian^"  and  oUier  Ute  acti  of  CodgieH,  nbinit  ths 

(mowing  n^Kiit: 

[The  report  wu  a  ooDdeoiatifln  of  the  aignment* 
SMd  in  iqpoTt  of  the  tiro  billj  by  the  memb«n  who 
%pported  dMHn,  and  was  eooompanied  bjthiea  leao- 
In^i^  al&ied  loi  the  adoption  of  die  Honae,] 


Saalrtd,    That 
Kt  paaed  l!u  Isn  ■>» 
■endng  alieru  * 

BtMlttd,   That    it  li 


lion  to  the  ae^  entitled  'An  aot  for  the  p 
ofceitidn  crime*  agalnit  tiie  UnitBd  States.'" 

Raalvtd,  That  it  li  ioeipedient  to  repeal  any  of 
ana  lam  reipeetiiv  the  NaTj,  MQHaiy  KataUbb- 
Btent,  or  rgrenaa  ofthe  United  State*. 

The  qneetlon  being  apon  agreeing  to  the  first 
reaolntion  declaring  it  to  be  Inexpedient  to  r9- 
peal  the  alien  law, 

Vr.  OaUiAtih  rose  and  spoke  as  follows; 

Mr.  Ohainnan ;  This  so^eot  was  so  flilly  dia- 
OQssed  during  the  last  session,  that  I  would  not 
have  addressed  the  committee  on  this  ocoadon, 
did  I  not  entertain  some  hope  that  the  change 
of  oircnmstancea  whiab  has  taken  place  rinofl 
the  laws  were  enacted,  and  above  all,  the  sense 
which  so  man^  of  onr  fellow-citizens  have  ex- 
pressed on  their  propriety  andoonsUtntlonality, 
may  indaoe  the  House  to  reconsider  their  d»- 
dsion  of  last  year. 

Pelitioni  Mgned  by  near  18,000  freemen  of 
this  State  alone,  collected  in  a  few  connties  and 
within  a  few  weeks,  have  been  laid  on  your  ta- 
ble, earnestly  requesting  Congress  to  repeal 
lawa,  at  beat  of  a  donbtM  natnre,  and  paaaed 
uider  an  impression  of  danger  which  does  not 
now  seem  to  exist,  of  geoersl  alarm,  which  haa 
nearly  snbsided. 

Sixteen  hundred  ot  my  immediate  constitu- 
ents have  joined  la  these  petitions,  and  th^ 
opinion  on  this  anbject  bdng  the  same  which  I 
have  nnifbrmly  entertained,  I  feel  it  forcibly  to 
be  my  dnty  to  examine  the  roasouiog  need  by 
the  s^ect  oommittee  who  have  reported  against 
the  repeal  of  the  obooidons  laws. 

The  act  concerning  ahens  cornea  tiist  under 
consideration.  Two  laws  were  passed  dnring 
the  last  session  of  Oongreea  on  that  Bnbject,  the 
one  ooDcendng  aliens  generally,  and  the  other 
reepeodng  alien  enemies.  TSo  petition  has  been 
presented  against  the  last,  and  it  wonld  remdn 
In  force  even  if  the  first  ehoold,  agreeably  ta 
the  request  of  the  petitionera,  be  replied.  The 
petitiona  apply  solely  to  those  provimons  of  the 
first  aot  which  are  not  included  in  the  last. 
The  provision,  therefore,  oompluned  of,  and 
which  is  the  BuWcct-matterof  the  reference  to  the 
committee,  is  that  which  anthorizes  the  Fsxai- 
OEKT  to  remOTe  out  of  the  territory  of  tha 
United  States,  "  all  such  aliens,  (being  nativea, 
dtiEens,  denizena,  or  subjects  of  a  nation  whioh 
is  not  at  war  with  the  United  Btates,  and  which 
has  wt  perpetrated,  attempted,  or  threatened 
any  Invasion  or  predatory  incnrsion  against  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,}  as  he  ^all Jndg» 
dangerous  to  the  peace  aad  safety  of  the  United 
States,  or  shall  have  reasonable  gronnds  to  *u*- 
peet  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or  se- 
cret machinations  against  the  Oovemment 
thereof." 

This  anthomation  is  conndered  by  the  peti- 
tioners as  nnoonetitutional — Ist,  becanse  such 
power  being  neither  among  the  specific  powers 
granted  by  the  constitntion  of  the  Oenenu  Gov- 
ernment, nor  neoeasary  to  carry  into  efleot  any 
of  those  Rpedfio  powers,  is,  boui  by  inoonteetft- 
hle  deduction,  and  by  the  ISth  ft — ' — 
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•erred  to  the  indiTidanl  States;  2d,  because, 
even  mppoalng  anch  power  to  be  br  implication 
comprehended  tunong  those  granted  to  the  Qen- 
eral  Grovemment,  its  eierdse  is.  for  the  present, 
expressly  prohibited  to  that  Uovernroeat  bj  the 
secUon  which  provides  that  the  migration  or 
importation  of  anoh  persons  as  anj  of  the  States 
■hall  think  proper  to  admit  sball  not  be  prohib- 
ited by  Oongreas  pnor  to  the  Tear  1808 ;  and 
Sdlf,  beoanse  aliens  ore  anpposed  to  come  nnder 
the  general  deaoription  of  pereons  to  whom,  by 
the  constitntian,  the  right  of  a  trial  of  all  orimea 
byjnry  is  seoored, 

la  answer  to  the  first  objection,  it  is  not  con- 
tended that  the  power  of  removing  each  aliens 
is  epedfically  granted  by  the  constitntion.  Bot 
it  is  insislad,  &«t,  that  every  nation  has  a  pow- 
er at  will  to  admit,  or  to  remove  aliens;  second, 
that  this  power  is  necessary  and  proper  in  order 
to  cany  into  effect  the  apeoiflo  powera  vested 
in  Oongreaa  to  declare  war  and  to  protect  each 
Btate  from  invasion. 

To  admit  the  first  poaittott  in  its  fiill  extent 
does  not  destroy  the  force  of  the  objection ;  for 
that  objection  reets  not  on  a  supposition  tliat 
the  power  of  removing  aliens  does  not  eiiBt  in 
the  nation ;  bnt  on  the  principle  that  it  ia  not 
one  of  those  granted  by  the  nation  to  the  Q«n- 
erat  Government ;  that  it  ia  one  of  thoae  in- 
tmsted  by  the  nation  to  the  Govemmenia  of 
the  individnal  States  respectively.  The  aeoond 
porition  ia  predicated  on  a  oonstmotion  of  the 
claoae  of  the  constitntion  and  an  applicatjon  of 
that  oonsb^otion  to  the  act,  which  to  roe  ap- 
pear inadmiasible.  The  ezprea^ons  nsed  in  that 
daose  are  "neoeaaary  and  proper."  The  idea 
conveyed  by  the  word  "  proper  "  ia  implied  in 
that  of  the  word  "neoeaaary,"  for  whatever  is 
neoeesary  must  be  proper.  The  addition  of  the 
word  "proper"  was  therefbre  nseless,  nnlesa 
dedgned  more  preoisely  to  ascertain  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "neoeaaary,"  the  better  to 
prevent  a  oonstmoUoa  "that  by  neoeerity  noth- 
mg  more  waa  meant  than  propriety,"  and  to  es- 
tablish, beyond  contradiction,  that  whatever 
might  by  Congress  be  thought  proper,  waa  not 
on  that  Booonnt  to  be  judged  necessary.  Eenoe 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "  necessary  "  is  con- 
fined in  tlut  olanse  to  its  strict  sense,  to  wit : 
the  power  of  pasnng  laws  without  which  some 
of  tlie  powers  delegated  to  Oongrees  oonld  not 
be  oamed  into  efiect. 

In  the  present  case  it  cannot  be  aald  that  a 
powM  generally  to  remove  aliena,  not  belong- 
ing to  a  nation  from  which  a  war  or  invasion  is 
apprehended,  ia  necessary  or  even  proper  in  or- 
der to  protect  the  States  agunst  anch  a  war  or 
invadon.  Aliena  individnally  may  commit  acta 
tending  to  assist  the  enemy,  and,  in  ench  case, 
it  wonld  become  necessary  to  paniah  them. 
Bhonld  a  bodv  of  armed  ^ens  (the  sappoeed 
case  of  the  select  committee)  land  with  views 
evidently  hostile,  to  whatever  nation  they  might 
belong,  the  aot  itself  wonld  be  an  invasion,  and 
the  necessity  of  repelling,  or  if  another  ezpree- 
aion  is  selected,  <tt  removing  them,  wonld  be 
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eelf-evident  and  immediately  flowing  from  the 

riflo  power  delegated  to  Congress  to  protect 
States  against  invanons.  But  it  is  prepo»- 
terons  to  say  that  the  necessity  of  s  general  re- 
moval of  alien  friends  flows  from  the  f^ipr^en- 
flion  of  an  invasion.  The  law  concerning  aliena, 
however,  does  not  designate  the  acta  which 
abail  establish  the  necessity  of  their  removal  in- 
dividnally. Atthongh  tbey  may  not  have  been 
ooncerned  hi  any  machinations  against  Govern- 
ment; although  the  machinations  in  which  th^ 
may  have  been  concerned  shall  not  have  tended 
to  promote  or  assist  an  invasion ;  and  althou^ 
their  machinations  might  be  snflinently  pre- 
vented and  pnnished  in  the  common  course  of 
law;  althongh,  therefore,  their  removal  may 
not  be  necessary  to  protect  the  States  against 
an  invasion ;  yet,  by  the  present  law,  they  are 
liable  to  be  removed,  if  th^  shall  be  suspected 
of  lieing  concerned  in  uioae  maohinstions. 
Thdr  having  actnally  and  individnally  commit- 
ted certun  acts  is  reqninto  to  constituto  that 
necessity  which  alone  can  Jnstify  the  exercise 
of  the  power  delegated  by  this  law.  And  yet 
that  removal,  which,  in  order  to  be  coostitn- 
tional,  should  rest  on  its  necessity,  depMida,  by 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  on  the  bare  snqiidoa 
of  a  neoeaeity.  Bnt  neoesaity  implies  proo(  and 
cannot  rest  on  snspidon.  The  law  cannot  be 
supported  by  the  oonstitntion  unless  that  in- 
strnment  had  declared  that  Congress  sfasU 
have  power  to  pass  laws  which  they  may  snspect 
to  be  proper  or  necessary  in  order  to  carry  into 
effect  oertain  specific  powers  del^ated  to  UienL 

But  the  law  doea  no^even  confine  its  open- 
tion  to  cases  when  a  war  or  invasion  ehonid  be 
apprehended.  Suppoinng  the  slanns  on  thqt 
subject  to  b6  completely  at  an  end,  still  the 
power  remains  with  the  Pbbsidcvt  to  rmnove 
aliens  snspeotcd  by  him  to  be  oonoemed  in  se- 
cret machinations  against  Government  The 
power  delegated  by  this  law  is  not  ^iplicable 
exdndvely  to  cases  where  it  may  be  thon^ 
neoessary  in  order  to  cany  into  effect  the  now- 
er  to  protect  States  asiuast  an  invasion.  It  im 
to  apply  generally  and  under  color  of  its  neees 
sity  for  ezeootuig  certain  ^eoiflo  powera,  it  m>7 
be  eserdsed  in  a  ease  where  tiiat  qiedfie  pow- 
er, on  which  alone  it  rests,  has  UmU,  soSiing 
on  which  to  operate.  Althongh  it  may  h^tpea 
that  there  shall  be  no  neeenity  to  laotect 
States  Bgunst  invasion,  it  wiU  even  taea,  ac- 
cording to  this  oonstTDOtive  doctrine,  still  be 
lawful  to  do-an  act  which  cannot  be  o  ''^ 
tional,  except  on  account  of  its  being  n 
to  protect  States  against  invasion. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  support  the  o 
tionality  of  the  law,  tbe  tdeot  oommitlM  ■■■■ 
suppose,  in  the  first  place,  that  Congress  tmy 
pass  laws,  without  a  certainty  i^  tbdr  being  iw* 
ceaaary  for  carrying  into  execution  some  of  tb« 
specific  powera  granted  to  them ;  that  is  to  My, 
that  OongresB  have  a  ri^t  to  pass  laws  which 
may  be  unneceaaary  for  that  pnrpoae.  In  the 
next  place,  that  if  a  oertun  law  is  neoMBiry 
onlj  tor  executing  ■  cosstitntio&al  meann  of 
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itHDDorarj'  nature,  tliat  Uw  joxj  ooiutitatioii- 
iDj  be  eseoated,  althongh  tiie  temporary 
meuare  itself  Bhonld  not  be  ezecnted  at  &11 ; 
lUC  le  to  sBf,  that  the  inridentBl  power  maj 
b«  aiemaed  for  a  pnrpose  different  than  that  of 
tiMoting  the  ori^ial  power  on  which  it  reati. 

Tiie  applicatdon  of  that  constmotlTe  doctrine^ 
to  the  sedition  and  alien  laws  Jastiflea  a  oodqIq- 
rion  that,  if  adopted,  it  will  anbetitDte  in  that 
thtue  of  the  conatitation  a  snppoeed  ngeAtlneaB 
or  propriety  to  tlie  neoemit  j  eipreesed  and  con- 
ttmpleted  bj  the  instrament,  and  will,  in  fact, 
ititnij  every  limitation  of  the  power*  of  Oon- 

Clt  will  follow  that  instead  of  being 
d  by  aoy  positive  rale  laid  down  hy  their 
charter,  the  discretion  of  OongreaB,  a  discretion 
to  be  goTerned  by  Hnspioions,  alarms,  popular 
damor,  private  unbiti(»i,  and  by  the  views  of 
flnctnating  fictioiiB,  will  Justity  any  measore 
tliey  may  please  to  adopt;  that  instead  of  be- 
ing bound  by  a  constitution,  they  may  claim 
the  Mnuipoteaoe  of  a  Brideh  Farlisment ;  that 
■n  the  reeerred  powers  of  the  people  or  of  the 
StatM  will  be  swallowed  np  at  their  pleasore  by 
that  ondeSned  discretion;  In  a  word,  that  the 
eoitttibition  iteetf;  so  far  as  respects  a  limita- 
600  cf  powa%  is  by  that  doctrine  completely 
annihilated.  Xven  the  positive  checks,  which, 
in  a  few  inatanoee,  prohibit  the  ezeroiM  of  cer- 
tain  powers,  will  not  prove  a  soffident  gnard 
against  an  inordinate  t^ypetite  to  legislate  on 
some  &vorite  sobject 

Thus,  in  the  ease  of  the  sedition  law,  the  pro- 
b'bitory  danse,  reei>ecting  an  abridgment  of  the 
liberty  of  the  prem,  is  attempted  to  be  oonstrned 
away  by  star-chHnber  d^nitions,  by  erotic 
docbines,  which,  if  snffered  to  flourish,  will 
overdiadow  and  nnotiier  every  plant  of  Amerl- 
Mn  growth;  doctrines  inoompatihle  with  the 
priadplea  of  a  Goreninient  ^ective  in  all  its 
EzecDtire  and  LegislatiTe  branches ;  of  a  GIdt- 
enunent  which  uie  pec^le,  the  sole  fonntain 
{rf' power,  cannot  propOTly  carry  into  ezeontion, 
if  Ute  ioaroee  of  infbnnMioii  are  ahnt  up  from 
tliem;  if  afreeandftiDdisooMioiKrf every  pablio 
meaaore  ta  Mtbe  wilt  of  those  who  e^Joyonly  a 
del^ated  sntfctHi^,  ohet&ed  and  embarrassed 
W  protecallons  tx  libels,  gronnded  solely  on 
t£e  British  system  of  hereditary  prerogative 

And  tfans,  in  the  case  of  the  alien  law,  it  is 
■id  that  the  temporary  prohibitioa  eirioined  on 
CoDgTGM,  to  forUd  the  tmportation  of  persona, 
mnot  be  onderstood  as  ^tjuying  only  to  slaves ; 
and  that  a  power  to  remove  emigrants  may  be 
oonMhstionally  ezerdaed,  thon^  that  of  prdiib- 
iting  their  mignUi»  shoold  be  nnooiutitatlonal 
Tm  evldenoe  of  members  of  the  Otmvenlion 
which  framsd  the  eointitntioiL  has  sonwtinMs 
been  ofibred  to  OTove  that  that  body  by  p«nMM, 
meant  tloMi.  fint  the  evidence  of  tiioae  mem- 
bera  cannot  prove  any  thing  beyond  their  own 
tndividnal  intentitm,  or,  at  moat,  thdr  beUef  of 
what  might  have  been  the  intention  of  some 
other  meraberK  Nmr  is,  on  any  possible  sitm>o- 
ntion,  the  intention  of  the  Convention  itse^of 
My  inyettRDoe  to  decide  dte  tme  meaning  of 
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the  constitDtdoo.  For  they  were  not  the  legie- 
latora  who  passed  and  ratified  the  aot,  bat  only 
the  tramcrs  who  drew  the  inatroment  and  olTer- 
ed  it  for  consideration.  As  well  might  th« 
Jndges  of  the  Supreme  Coort  be  induced  in 
their  decision  on  a  point  of  law,  to  abandon  the 
clear  construction  pointed  out  by  the  precise 
meaning  of  the  words  of  the  atatnte,  on  acconnt 
of  the  supposed  opinion  of  some  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  of  thia  House  that 
had  drafted  the  law,  as  we  be  guided  by  what 
was,  at  the  time,  the  meaning  of  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  drew  the  oonstitBlion.  After  a 
lapse  of  ten  years,  it  is  preposteroos  to  receive 
parole  evidence  agunst  a  sacred  record.  Are 
the  people  of  America  to  be  told,  after  a  lapse 
of  ten  years,  that  the  delegation  of  powers, 
which  they  sanctioned  under  the  impreesion  of 
what  on  its  &ce  appeared  to  be  Its  meaning,  is 
to  reoeive  a  contra^  coostrnotion,  bottomed  on 
private  meaning,  on  the  nnknown  opinion  ot 
the  members  of  a  body  whose  deliberationa 
were  secrctf  And  if,  even  throogh  mistake, 
those  individuals  adi^ted  expresrions  which 
conveyed  a  different  meaning  firom  what  they 
intended,  is  that  supposed  intention  to  prevaU 
over  the  explicit  sense  of  those  expresdonst 

But  we  are  told  by  the  select  committee,  that 
"  there  could  not  have  been  the  least  reascm  " 
for  confining  the  restriction  to  the  then  existing 
States,  and  to  a  period  of  tweni?  years,  had  the 
restriction  "  been  Intwded  "  to  apply  to  all  emi- 
grants In  general  Here  again,  a  supposed  in- 
teoticn  ia  bron^t  as  an  k^ument  against  the 
general  acceptation  of  the  word  "  persons." 
Tbe  qneetion  is  not,  whether  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
find  Uie  reasons  wluch  dictated  a  modification 
of  the  restriction.  Tet,  if  we  were  to  reonr  to 
anppoadtions,  we  might  as  well  sappo^  that  the 
then  existing  States,  which  alone  fbrnied  the 
constitution,  felt  interested  only  for  themselves, 
and  not  for  fbture  non-existing  States ;  sod  that 


with  the  same  regolatlon  which  eatisfled  those 
Btatee  who  were  apprehendve  of  an  interference 
in  the  importation  of  slaves.  But  the  only 
question  is,  whether  modification  is  contrsdio- 
tory  with  the  common  aooeptation  of  the  word 
"  perwna,"  whicb,  it  will  not  be  denied,  in  Ita 
natural  sense,  will  apply  to  free  as  well  as  to 
the  other  description  of  indlvidoals  t  Whether 
there  is  any  thing  abenrd  or  repugnant  to  c<»Q- 
mon  eenee,  in  saying  that  Oongreee  shall  no^ 
for  twenty  years,  pruiibit  the  miction  of  free 
persons  in  the  existing  Stateet  If  th^e  be 
nothing  inoondstent  in  that  proviaiai,  the  mod- 
ification of  the  restriotioD  cannot  tnodi^  and 
alter  the  meaning  ot  the  word  "  persons." 

Was  there  any  possibiUn^  ol  doubt  on  the 
sense  of  that  wor^  it  might  be  expltuned  by 
other  parts  of  the  consUtntion  and  by  other  ex- 
presNons  in  the  olanse  itrnlt 

The  ad  seotion  of  the  1st  artiola  of  the  con- 
gtitntion,  speaking  of  the  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  reraiective  ntimbers  of  the  several  Btatca 
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deolsTM  that  tliey  shall  be  determined  bj  adding 
to  "  the  whole  nnmber  of  free  jiersons  "  findud- 
ing  those  boand  to  secrioe  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  exolnding  Indians  not  taxed)  "  three-fiftba 
<(tf  all  other  persona."  A  aentence  in  whtoh  the 
wcN-d  p#rwM  la  ezpreailj  tf^lied  first  to  free- 
men, and  secondly  to  alares. 

The  problUtory  daoM  itself  deolaret  that  the 
migration  or  iiiQ>ortatloa  of  mob  persons  as  any 
of  the  Btattf,  die- shall  not  be  prohibited.  The 
word  "  migratJoD,"  as  MmtratUanngniAed  from 
**  fmportataoD,"  elearlj  implies  the  free  will  of 
the  pemw,  and  ^tpliet  excluivelj  to  few  per- 
aoaa. 

The  select  oommittee  have  also  Infbrmed  na 
that  the  power  to  send  off  emigrants,  who  abuse 
the  indiugMtoe  granted  them  to  remain,  is  a 
very  different  thlog  from  the  power  of  prevent- 
ing emigration;  meanings  I  anppoee,  that  al- 
IhoDgh  Oongresa  mi^t  be  forbidden  by  the 
oon^tntion  to  probilut  migration,  thej  may 
eonstitationaUy  send  off  sooh  emigraota.  Was 
the  power  elaimed  bv  thia  Uw,  that  of  poniahing 
by  traiuporte&ai  aliens  oonvioted  ofoertain  c^ 
fenoea,  defined  by  the  law,  although  the  oonsti- 
tntional  neoeenty  of  the  mode  of  pnniahment 
would  still  remain  to  be  proven,  yet  the  arga- 
ment  of  the  conunitlee  wonid  deawve  some  con- 
sideration. Bnt  it  is  denied  that  there  is  the 
least  difference  between  a  power  of  prohibiting 
enugratioD  and  that  of  sending  oS  any  alien  at 
the  will  of  the  Psmnsirr,  merdy  beoanae  he  is 
■n^ected  by  that  Ha^strate.  The  transporta- 
tion of  the  emigrant  does  not  reat  on  any  act  oom> 
mitted  by  him,  bnt  on  the  d^ree  of  snspioion  en- 
terbdned  by  the  FBniDBOT.  The  removal, 
therafbre,  oontemplated  by  the  law,  is  not  the 
apeoial  removal  of  oert^  emigrants,  bnt  a  gen- 
wal  power  to  remove  all  the  wnigranta,  on  sns- 
[Hoion,  if  the  FsBsimirr  shall  pleaae.  I  moat 
confess  that,  to  my  understanding,  that  power 
to  remove  ail  enugranta  would,  if  ezeroised, 
(and  the  law  anthorizea  Its  general  exercise,) 
amount  predaely  to  the  ssme  tting  with  a  gen- 
eral prohibition  of  emigration. 

80  &r  is  it  tme  that  the  oLuue  of  &9  oonsti- 
tntion  admits  of  a  ooostmation  which  woold  de- 
feat its  ol^eot ;  thi^  at  the  end  of  it,  we  find  a 
provUon  permitting  Omgreas  to  kv  a  doty  of 
tan  doUan,  not  on  migration,  but  on  the  impor- 
tation of  persona.  Had  it  not  been  for  that  pro- 
vision, Oongresa  ooold  not  even  have  checked 
that  imporUtion  by  any  doW,  As  the  olaose 
DOW  stands,  they  cannot  eheok  the  migration  by 
any  doty  whatever,  nor  the  importation  by  a 
duty  higher  than  ten  dollars.  And  yet  it  Is 
contended  titat  notwithstanding  bo  much  cau- 
tion, Oongrees  may,  bv  a  general  power  of  send- 
ing off  em^ranta,  evade  t£e  restriction  Md  upon 
them,  and  altogether  prevent  the  eSeot  of  ~' 
gration. 

finally,  if  there  be  any  ^fferenoe  between 
the  power  of  prohibiting  migration  and  that  ti 


Oongresa,  tiiey  mt^t^  by  dutiee  or  other  com- 
mer^al  r^pilations,  have  prevented  or  oheeked 
migration;  bat  that  there  does  not  exist  any 
power  granted  to  the  General  Government  bj 
the  ooostitotion  which  ean  rationally  serve  ae  a 
pretence  to  claim  an  authMitr  to  remove  emi- 
grants geoeiiUy.  And  the  only  deduction  to  be 
thenoe  inferred  is,  that  the  danae  dow  under 
consideration,  althon^h  it  might  be  proper  Gx 
preventing  the  exercise  of  the  fint  power,  woe 
...  1.  .  -^rpoee — aoondnmon 
11  extent,  and  which 
IS  to  me  I  have  already  folly  eataUiafaed 


The  aelect  committee  (driven  thereto,  pea 
apa,  by  the  weakness  of  uie  ground  thev  ware 
compelled  to  defend)  have  rerarred  to  a  Lut  «r- 
gnment,  the  most  exbvordinary,  pwbaK  <^ 
any  they  have  advanced.  Having  said,  in  the 
fbraier  part  of  their  r^ort,  that  every  nation 
had  a  right  to  sHid  off  aliens  at  will,  they  alt«i^ 
wards  SMert  that,  "  as  the  constitution  baa  giv- 
en to  the  Statee  no  power  to  remove  aliens,"  it 
is  neoeasary  to  oonolade  that  the  power  devolves 
to  the  General  Government 

It  ia,  I  believe,  the  first  time  it  has  been  aog- 
gested  that  the  powers  of  the  individnal  Statea 
were  derived  from  the  Oonatitntion  of  the 
United  States.  That  constitution  baa  hereto- 
fore been  considered  as  a  dalegatkm  ot  pow«n 
to  the  General  Oovenmient,  and  not  to  the 
several  Statea.  Bnt  the  assertion  irf  the  00m- 
n^ttee  may  be  shortly  answered  by  reading  .the 
twdfth  amendment  to  the  constitntton,  Tit: 
"  The  powers  tut  dOegatti  to  the  United  States 
by  the  constitntioiL  twrwrok&nUi  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  rttentd  to  the  Statea,  req>eotiTely, 
or  to  the  people."  In  order  to  prove  that  the 
powers  are  not  reeerved  to  the  States,  it  ia  ne- 
ceesaiy  to  prove  tliat  they  are  delegated  to  Con- 
grees ;  and  the  oommitMe,  with  that  kind  of 
logic  which  pervadee  the  whole  of  th^  report, 
in  order  to  prove  that  powers  are  dclegat«d  to 
Congress,  assnme  the  poaitim  that  they  do  not 
belons  to  the  States.  The  M»utitntion  deolarea 
that  the  powers  not  prohibited  to  the  State*  are 
reserved  to  Ihem,  sod  the  oommittee  aBamta 
that  the  powers  not  ^ven  to  the  States,  are  not 
reeerved  to  them.  It  wonld  sewn,  as  the  com- 
mittee had  been  deairoos  of  justi^nug,  by  their 
own  argQmMita,what  I  have  advanced,  that  th« 
doctrine  necessaij  to  snmmrt  the  conatitntioa- 
slity  of  this  Uw  would  innllibly  awallow  np  aQ 
thepowera  of  the  aevend  States 

That  the  Statea  bad  a  ri^t  to  legidate  on 
this  snl^eot  never  was  denied.  It  ia  a  bet,  that 
some  of  them  have  legislated  npon  it.  Virginia 
has  passed  an  alien  law,  which  haa  been  quoted 
by  the  supporters  of  the  law  of  Gongreea.  " 
was  strange  enough,  that  on  a 


had«ri(^ttopa8eaaehUw«,tba 

advocates  for  the  right  of  OongresB  abonld  qnotQ 
a  law  of  one  of  the  Statea,  which  proved  tb« 
very  reverse  of  their  doctmuL  Bnt  th^r  ob- 
Jeot  was  to  puaile  and  oonfonnd,  and  not  to  «k- 
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U^ten  the  nnderatandiDg ;  and  if  thef  moant 
lo  rwcDe  the  Uw  of  Congrew  from  the  charge 
of  improprietj  and  ipJoBtice,  by  the  iiutanoe 
d  that  of  Vii^inia,  they  have  beMi  guilty  of  a 

Cmisrepreeentation ;  for  the  a«t  of  that 
,  BO  &r  from  being  similar  to  th«t  oom- 
pUined  ot,  is  not  a  law  oonoenusg  alien  frienda, 
bat  a  Uw  reqieetiDg  alien  euemiee,  perfeot- 
ly  similar  to  that  cf  CoDgreee,  of  which  no 
one  (somplaina,  and  which  pawed  without  op- 
potition. 

To  the  argument  agi^Dst  the  law,  drawn  from 
tbat  part  of  the  oon^tation  which  Becnrea  the 
t^  of  an  crimes  by  Jury,  the  tnoet  eatiafietoi? 
intwer  giT«n  by  the  oommitt«e  b,  that  aliens 
not  bu^  parbea  to  the  oonstitntlon,  have  no 
rights  nnder  it.  Withoat  entering  into  an  ez- 
HnioaticHi  of  the  conatitational  qaeetioo  ariring 
on  that  point,  I  will  only  remark,  that  the 
eoDstrnctioa  Is  hanh;  and  that,  to  tnuuport 
emigrantB,  "merely  from  motiTea  of  policy," 
•ad  "witboot  their  having  committed  any 
(AkLce,"  is  often  ni^iut — alwrn  cppreniTe 
•od  erati.  The  manner  ia  wliioh  alieoa  have 
bem  invited  to  this  coontry.  and  the  peooliar 
litnaloon  !n  which  they  stand,  joatify  the  aner- 

"Hie  conelitation  gjrea  to  OongreM  no  power 
over  aliena,  except  that  of  natnralization.  The 
power,  therefore,  remaina  with  the  Statea  to 
give  to  aliens  the  rights  of  denizens     That 

Crer  has  not  been  ezeroised  by  that  name ; 
it  ha«^  in  foot,  been  carried  ioto  effect.  Not 
only  in  some  Stabee  have  aliens  been  enabled  to 
pnnhaMi,  to  hold,  to  inherit,  and  to  leave  by 
win,  real  estate — a  right  which  principally  con- 
(titntes  adenizen— but  many  h&ve  actnaUy  been 
admitted  in  aome  Btate^  either  by  special  acta 
of  the  LegiaUtor&  or  in  conformil;  to  former 
gcaierallaw%  toalltherif^tsof  dtisKUof  thoae 
Statee,  so  £u-  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  iDdirid> 
sal  Statue  to  do  it;  that  is  to  say,  that  Xbej 
have  reodved  evei^  ri^t,  iHit  sach  as  arise 
from  nataraliiation — every  right  of  denisens. 
On  the  other  band,  the  laws  of  the  Union  have 


a  till  nearly  the  time  when  the  alien  law 
never  exceeded  five  years.  Under  thcM 
nugranta  have,  by  a  formal  declaration 
before  our  coortc^  given  evidence  of  their  in- 
tentJoo  of  beoommg  dtizena  and  ot  renonncing 
their  farmer  allegiance — a  declaration  almost 
tantamount  to  an  sctoal  renimdation.  Th^ 
bave  abandoned  thornativeoonntries  forever: 
mAoy  of  them  have  acquired  lands,  tad  married 
in  America;  most  itftaem  have  here  the  whole 


r  an  these  cdrcnmstanoes,  it 
may  be  doubtful  whether  a  great  proportion  of 
tbeae  aliena  are  not  entilled  to  the  rights  of 
denizens;  and  if  they  are  not  so,  by  a  atriot 
ocmstmotion  of  positive  laws,  at  least,  it  can 
hardly  be  denied  that  the  provinona  of  the  law 
violate,  in  this  reqwct,  the  dictatea  of  hnmaidly 
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The  policv  of  this  measure  seems,  to  be  de- 
fended by  tne  seleot  committee  on  the  same 
groond  which  is  to  be  a  pretence  and  a  Jostifi- 
oation  for  every  act  of  domestic  oppresnon,  for 
every  enoroeohment  of  power,  for  every  new 
for  every  extravagant  loan,  for  every  prod- 
act  of  czpenditDre,  for  evwj  bcrease  of  the 
navy,  for  every  standing  army  which  may  be 
raised  nnder  Uw  various  namea  of  permanent 
army,  additional  army,  provisional  srmy,  event- 
ual army,  or  iMU-^<wMvolonleera.  ThealiMi 
and  sedition  acts  form,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  an  eseentialpert  of  our  general  sys- 
tem (tf  defenoe  against  France,  I  do  not  mean 
to  follow  than,  whilst  they  nse,  instead  of  ar- 
gumtnts,  the  mere  cant  of  the  day.  They  can- 
not be  serious  when  they  tell  ns  of  the  employ- 
ment of  the  aotive  talents  of  a  nomarous  Wfj 
of  French  dtixeni  here  as  emissaries  and  spies. 
And  if  they  are,  does  that  committee  mean  to 


impose  upon  this  Hoose,  as  upon  the  petmle  <^ 
I  parts  of  the  Unkmt  Do  we  not  Know 
,  if  th««  be  any  danger  from  France,  the 
act  respecting  alioi  enemies  is  appiicable  to  her 
dlisens,  and  Utst  the  lav  now  complained  of 
respects  alien  trienda,  and  was  originally  In- 
tended to  c^entte,  not  against  cnUects  of  Franoci 
but  against  Irith  «anigrantB  and  other  sabjecta 
of  Grest  Britidn  t  Do  we  not  know  that,  not- 
withstanding all  the  clamor  of  last  summer, 
and  notwithstanding  the  two  laws  passed  on 
subject,  not  a  sin^e  French  dtixen  has 
been  removed  I 
Btill  less  can  I  suppose  that  the  committee 
ere  in  earnest  when  they  pretended  to  believe 
that  the  United  8tat«e  offered  as  easy  and  allur- 
ing a  Mmqneet  to  France  aa  Egypt.  They  seem 
tu  liave  fMgotten  that  Egypt  was  governed  and 
d^anded  by  Mamelnkes  uid  inhabited  by  slaves: 
that  the  United  States  are  «  yst  inhabited  and 
defwided  by  the  people  themselves,  Bnt  if  the 
committee  thought  that  the  fear  of  aa  invasion 
did  justiJy  those  law&  when  passed,  will  they 
pretend  to  say  that  the  danger,  evMi  in  tbefr 
opinion,  now  exists,  and  that  the  same  necee- 
dty  now  Juatiflea  the  cootinnanoe  of  the  laws  t 
It  is  not  only  ag^nst  invanon  that  those  laws 
are  said  to  be  necessary.  We  are  told  of  a  sys- 
tem which  convalses  the  civilized  world,  and 
has  shaken  the  febric  of  sodety ;  of  an  nnpre- 
oedentod  combination  to  establish  new  priiici- 
ples  of  social  action,  on  the  sobverrion  of  rcU- 
^on,  morelity,  Uw,  and  Qovemmeat  If  these 
are  the  dangers  which  threaten  us,  and  if  Con- 
gress think  themsdves  vested  with  all  the 
powers  which  they  may  think  expedient  to 
t^mI  them,  I  wish  to  know  to  what  extent  they 
may  not  legislate^  and  by  what  pcsrible  limita- 
tion th^  can  be  restr^ed,  in  their  asstmipticot 
of  powers  I  There  is  not  an  individual  on  this 
floor,  there  is  not  a  man  of  qpmmon  nnderstuid- 
ing  and  common  information  in  the  nation,  wboy 
mdees  he  is  under  the  inflnence  of  the  illndons 
of  the  new  anti-republican  fanatidsm,  or  blind- 
ed by  psr^  apiri^  does  not  know  that  these 
pretended  dai^en  are,  in  America,  the  visioik- 
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aij  phantoms  of  a  disordered  imaginktion.  And 
I  have  taken  notice  of  those  aentimeats  mcrei; 
to  give  an  additional  proof,  that  ander  pretenoe 
of  preventing  imo^nar;  evtla,  an  attempt  is 
made  to  establish  the  omnipotenoe  cd  CongreM, 
«nd  EiubatantABl  despotim,  on  the  ruina  of  onr 
oooatitution. 

la  that  a  measure  of  Beonritj  and  general  de- 
fenoe  wliieh  pnts  a  nameroos  body  of  aliens — 
aliens  who  are  represented  as  so  desperate  and 
dangeroQB — nnder  the  absolute  conljol  of  one 
man,  which,  by  holding  the  rod  of  terror  over 
th«r  heads,  and  leaving  their  fate  at  hia  sole 
disposal,  renders  them  complete  slaves  of  the 
PsBaiDENT,  and  makes  them  proper  instmments 
for  the  eiecution  of  every  prqteot  which  ambi- 
tion may  snggest,  which  faction  may  dictate! 
Is  that  a  Government  of  laws  which  leaves  as 
DO  seonrity  bnt  In  the  confidence  we  have  in 
the  moderattoa  and  patriotism  of  one  man! 
And  do  the  abettors  of  these  laws  forget  that 
even  that  is  procarions,  and  that  the  onlimited 
power  which  they  think  aafely  lodged  in  one 
taidividnal  may  in  a  day  be  rested  in  another 
man  in  whom  they  do  not  plaoe  the  same  con- 
fidence! 

Is  that  a  mea»nr»  of  genwal  defraoe  which 
has  diminished  oonfidenoe  in  the  Oovemment 
Kid  i^odoced  disnnion  among  the  States  and 
among  the  people  I 

Tet  I  am  h^py  to  find  that  even  this  law 
has  prodaoed  snoh  general  dissatiaf action.  I  was 
the  more  alarmed  on  aoooont  of  this  law,  be- 
cause, attacking  onlv  aliens,  for  whom  no  im- 
mediate concern  oonld  be  fUt,  it  mig^t  the  more 
carily  become  the  vehicle  to  mtrodnoe  doctrines 
and  innovations  which  would  hereafter  serve  m 
■  precedent  to  attack  the  llbertiea  of  the  dtiaens 
theinselves.  A  pretence  of  goieral  de&noemay 
Justify  oppresrive  meaaorea  against  citizens  as 
-well  as  against  aliens.  Althoogfa  some  nice  dis- 
tinctions may  now  be  made  in  order  to  discrimi- 
nate one  class  ftom  the  other,  yet  it  most  be 
remembered  that  the  only  sacnri^  of  dtizens 
against  nncoostitational  measorM  oonsisls  in  a 
strict  adherence  to  the  oonstitntion ;  that-their 
Uberties  are  only  protected  hy  a  panAnent — 
by  uorJ*— and  that  they  may  be  destroyed 
whenever  it  shall  be  admitted  that  the  strict 
and  common  sense  of  words  m^  be  oonstraed 
awsy  under  the  plea  of  some  supposed  necessi- 
ty ;  whenever  the  oonstitntion  shall  ba  nuder- 
Btood  and  ezeroisad  as  an  instrnment  onlimited 
where  it  granta  power,  and  nugatory  where  it 
limits  power. 

We  may  feel  alarmed  when  wa  see  a  com- 
ndttee  of  this  Hoose  asserting  that  the  powers 
not  given  to  the  States  (and  it  ma;  be  added, 
by  Uie  same  mie  of  oonstmoUon,  the  powers 
not  ^veo  to  the  people  by  the  constitution) 
bdons  to  the  QBoetil  QovernmenL  We  may 
feel  farmed  when  that  committee  innst  that, 
althongb  it  is  true  that  the  trial  of  all  crimes 
must  be  by  Jnry,  yet,  to  inflict  a  pnniahment 
when  no  offence — no  crime — has  been  commit- 
ted, is  not  a  vitdation  of  the  oonstitation  {  when 


the  only  distinotion  they  apply  to  cilJieUB  coo- 
sists  in  the  difference  of  pnniuimeiit,  but  not  in 
a  difference  of  the  principle.  We  may  feel 
alarmed  when  we  find  that  Gongr«aa  have  al- 
ready acted  on  thoee  principles  towards  rititens; 
that  they  have  already  passed  anothsr  lav— tb« 
sedition  law — grounded  im  the  same  prioriplcs, 
on  the  same  doctrine,  or  rather  on  the  ume 
abandomnont  of  the  explicit  and  evident  hum 
of  the  oonstitntion,  which  olcme  eoold  jnflilj 
the  alien  law.  I  hope — I  trust — that  the  ^iiii 
which  dictated  botn  laws  hsa  snbnded,  CTeij 
within  these  walls,  and  that  the  same  Coogres 
who,  nnder  the  impressions  of  a  mouKntir} 
alarm,  which  prevented  a  cool  iaveetigatito. 
hastily  adopted  those  two  measniee,  wiU  ht,n 
oonnge  enough  to  revise  their  own  ooDdiict,to 
acknowledge  their  own  errors,  and,  by  a  Kpeal 
of  the  obnozionBaota,  restore  gwiersl  aoDfidenf& 
anion,  and  harmony,  amongtt  tiie  States  and 
the  people. 

When  iir.  O.AUJkTiii  had  otmdnded,  the  qoBi- 
tion  was  taken  and  carried — yeas  Si,  ns^  48. 

The  2d  resolution  being  next  in  order,  vii; 

Sitehed,  That  It  la  tiwxp«di«Dt  to  npa*I  tho  Ml 
psiud  the  Iwt  auuon,  entitled  "An  aet  io  siUiGoa 
to  the  set,  entitlsd  An  act  for  the  pnulihrnoit  of 
cortain  crimu  againit  the  Dnited  Statai :  ' 

Mr.  NtoHoi.AS  rose  and  spoke  as  ftdlom : 

Mr.  Chairman — lamsonytobeobUgedtoiise 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  indiqxMed  also  u 
I  find  mj^el^  to  speak  on  thi&  important  qnes- 
tion ;  bnt,  since  gentiemen  are  determined  now 
to  decide  upon  It,  I  most  be  indnlged  in  making 
some  obeerrations  npon  il^  previons  to  the  qou- 
tion  being  taken. 

The  select  committee  had  ver?  truly  stated, 
that  only  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the 
act,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punisbnwnl 
of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  an 
complained  of— that  the  part  of  the  law  which 
punubes  seditioDS  acts  is  Bcqoieaoed  in,  and  tint 
the  part  that  goes  to  restrain  what  are  called 
sedibons  writings,  Is  alone  Qie  olject  of  th* 
petitions. 

This  part  of  the  law  Is  complained  of  as  bring 
mwarranted  by  the  oonstitntion,  and  destnie- 
tive  of  the  first  prindplee  of  BepnUioan  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  always  jnstifiaUe,  in  eiamining 
the  principle  c^  a  law,  to  ioquire  what  other 
laws  can  be  passed  with  equal  reason,  and  to 
impnte  to  it  all  the  mischie&  for  wludi  it  mj 
be  osed  as  a  precedent  In  ttiia  case,  little  in- 
qniry  is  Mt  for  ns  to  make,  the  argmnrats  Id 
mvor  of  the  law  carrying  ns  Immecfiatelr,  and 
by  inevitable  conseqnenoe,  to  abscdute  po^ 
overtbepress.  Tlie  case  choeen  for  our  first  legt*- 
lation,  that  of  "  false^  aoandalons,  and  malidou 
writjnga,"  is  spedoot,  and  m  likely  as  any  fsa 
be  to  eetabligh  an  interest  in  ita  fcvor;  but 
when  it  ia  fidrly  examined,  it  will  be  fonnd  to 
operate  on  oases,  which  ooidd  not,  at  first  viev, 
be  expected  to  oome  noder  it;  to  be  the  instra- 
ment  of  most  uijnst  opi^eeaitm,  and  to  reeCTsia 
that  free  oommumoation  of  honest  (^ijnion  vhiA 
is  the  soul  of  the  GoTNnmont.    Bat  when  yon 
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h  they 

diim  for  pasedng  it,  y<m  nill  find  that  the  power 
gUmed  does  not  stw  ereu  with  this  law,  mia- 
duevoiu  u  it  may  be,  bnt  that  it  extends  to 
ibsolatA  and  Dolimited  oontrd. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  consdtation  hae 
rIt«d  any  tapritt  authority  which  they  claim 
fer  paaring  this  law,  and  it  !a  claimed  only  bb 
impfied  in  that  olaove  of  the  constitntion  which 
■aya,  "  Congrew  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
Uwi  wfaioh  shall  be  neemary  and  proper  for 
ganying  into  execatioD  tlie  foregoing  powers, 
mi  >ll  other  powera  vested  by  thia  oonstita- 
tkiu  in  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States, 
w  in  any  department  or  office  thereof."  It 
fi,  therefore,  neonanary  to  fix  a  Jnat  oonstznotioD 
«f  this  olsnae. 

That  the  powere  of  the  Federal  Govenunent 
wtfe  intmtded  to  be  limited,  is  imivenally  ad- 
tnitttd,  in  the  abstract;  is  prored  by  every 
dasse  at  the  oonatitotion,  aad  is  ponttvely  de- 
dared  by  the  12th  amendment  in  these  words : 
"  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  oonstitaticMi,  ntv  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  rcq>ecti*ely, 
or  to  the  people." 

Thejost  coDstmotion  of  the  oonttitiittcn.  If 
the  eUiise  respecting  neceanry  and  proper 
powers  had  been  omitt«d,  wonld  have  been  the 
---  le  that  it  ought  to  be  with  the  addilionj  fbr 


powera  wonld  have 
power  M  b  ueoeesary  to  oairy  the  roeoifled 
power  into  effect,  and  therefore  the  declaration 
00^  to  make  no  difference,  according  to  a  well- 
kiMwn  maxim.  This  was  the  nnderstanding  of 
an  the  friends  of  the  oonstitotion  at  its  adop- 
tbm,  and  the  constita^On  onght  now  to  be  oon- 
stnud  as  if  the  danae  had  been  ranitted.  Bat 
it  is  pnmer  to  examine  the  meaning  of  H,  as 
amnased. 

It  is  clear,  that  this  danae  waa  intended  to  be 
■Mrdy  an  aoxiliary  to  the  powers  specially 
aumierst«d  in  the  constitntitw;  and  it  mnsL 
thercAve,  be  so  constnied  as  to  dd  them,  and 
A  the  same  time  to  leave  the  bomidariee  be- 
twMD  the  Oeneral  Ooverainent  and  the  State 
Govemmanta  nntoiidied.  The  argument  by 
vhkh  tbe  select  oommlttee  have  endeavored  to 
estaUish  the  aotbori^  of  Oongress  over  the 
Vrtm,  is  the  following:  "Oongreas  have  power 
to  punish  seditioiia  oombinoHons  to  reetst  the 
kwi^  and  thercfere  Oongrew  mnst  have  the 
power  to  pu^  fiilsei  seandalona  and  mslicIoDs 
writings ;  beoaoae  snch  writings  render  the  Ad- 
miniamtion  odions  and  oonteraptible  among  the 
people  and,  by  doing  so,  hdve  a  tendency  to 
prodnoe  oppodtioD  to  tbe  laws." 

Jt  ia  expressly  admitted  by  Qm  committee, 
that  the  power  to  ponish,  sedilioga  oombinv 
taoos  to  resist  the  laws,  is  tmly  derived,  by  oon- 
itroctioD,  frun  die  dsnse  giving  aU  neoeamry 
tai  proper  powers  before  recited;  and  that 
tbsre  ia  no  expren  power  in  the  oonatitation  to 
that  ttEeeL,    There  is  no  diqnite  abont  this  ooo- 


[B.  or  B. 

straction  bdng  jost;  bat  I  contend  that  the 
inference  fh)m  this  implied  power  cannot  be 
supported,  tie  :  That  Congress  have  a  pawer  to 
pcniah  seditions  writings. 

The  constitQtion  says:  "Congress  shall  have 
power  over  all  acts  which  hinder  the  execn- 
tion,"  &0.;  bat,  to  make  it  support  the  con- 
Btraction  of  tbe  committee,  it  snonld  say  that, 
"Congress  shall  have  power  over  all  acts  which 
are  likdy  to  produce  aota  which  hinder  the 
eiecntion,"  Ac.  Oar  oonstniction  confines  the 
power  of  Congress  to  snch  aota  as  immediately 
interfere  with  the  eiecntion  of  the  ennniera- 
ted  powen  of  Congress ;  beoanse  the  power 


die  acta  really  wonld  binder  t 

The  construction  of  die  committee  extends  the 

Ewer  of  Congress  to  all  acts  which  have  a  re- 
ion,  ever  so  many  degrees  removed,  to  the 
ennmerated  powers,  or  rather  to  tbe  acts  which 
wonld  hinder  their  execution.  By  onr  oonstmo- 
tion,  the  eonstitotion  remuna  defined  and  limit- 
ed, sooording  to  the  pl^  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  frame™ ;  hy  the  constmction  of  the  com- 
mittee, all  limitadon  is  lost,  and  it  mav  be  ex- 
tended over  the  different  actions  of  life  as 
q>eonlative  politicians  may  think  fit. 

The  snggMtion  on  which  the  anthority  over 
the  press  is  fonnded,  is,  that  seditions  writings 
have  a  tendency  to  prodnce  oppoMtion  to  Gov- 
emmeat.  What  bss  a  greater  tendency  to  fit 
men  fbr  insnrreotion  and  remstance  to  Govern- 
ment, than  diseolnte,  immoral  habits,  at  onoe 
destroying  love  of  order,  and  dianpating  tlie 
fortnoe  which  ^vee  an  interest  in  society  ? 

The  doctrine  that  Congreas  can  pnniBh  any 
act  which  has  a  tendency  to  hinder  the  execa- 
tion  of  tbe  laws,  aa  well  as  acts  which  do  hin- 
der it,  will,  therefore,  clearly  entitle  them  to 
assume  a  general  guardianship  over  the  morala 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Agam :  notjiing  can  have  a  greater  tendency 
to  ensure  obedience  to  law,  and  nothing  can  1m 
more  like^  to  check  every  propensity  to  resist- 
ance to  Government  than  virtnona  and  wise 
edacation ;  therefore  Congress  most  have  power 
to  sal^eot  all  the  yooth  of  the  United  States  to 
a  certain  system  of  edacation.  It  wonld  be  very 
easy  to  connect  every  sort  of  anthority  nsed  b; 
any  government  with  tbe  weli-being  of  the 
General  Government,  and  with  as  mnch  reason 
as  the  committee  bad  fbr  their  opinion  to  asmgn 
ijie  power  to  Congress,  althongh  the  consequence 
mnatbethepnwtratloaofthe&ate  Qovermnents. 

But  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  nece»- 
sity  of  adhering  to  tbe  common  meaning  of  the 
word  '^neoenary,"  in  the  danae  nnder  consid- 
eration, which  ia,  that  the  power  to  be  aasnmed 
mnst  be  one  witboat  which  some  one  of  the 
enumerated  powers  cannot  eiiat  or  be  main- 
tained. It  cannot  eecape  notice,  however,  that 
the  doctrine  contended  for,  that  tbe  Admin- 
istrati(Hi  mnst  be  protected  ag^nst  writings 
which  are  Ukdy  to  bring  it  into  contempt,  as 
tending  to  opposition,  will  apply  with  more 
foroe  to  troth  than  &bebood.    It  cannot  bo 
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IlsooTeTT  of  maladmlnirtrMion 
uting  dlsoredit  on  tbe  govern- 


denied  that  the  dlsoovi 

will  Ijring  more  lasting 

ment  of  a  oonntrj,  than  the  ume  otiarges  wonld 

if  Dtitnie. 

This  is  not  an  alarm  founded  meiel^  on  oon- 
•trnctlon;  for  the  gorernmenta  wlutdi  have 
exertdied  control  over  the  press,  lutve  oairied  it 
the  whole  length.  This  is  nototkittalT'  the  law 
of  England,  tnan  whence  thla  ajMem  faaa  been 
drawn ;  for  there,  tmth  and  falsehood  are  «Uke 
■abject  to  poniahmmt,  if  the  pnbUostlon  brings 


contempt  on  the  offloers  of  goTemment 

I  have  shown,  as  I  promteed,  that  the  uthorltv 
on  whl(^  this  act  ia  aopported,  gives  DnUmtted 


power  over  Um  press,  as  to  its  inveettgatit 
pnblio  affiUrs,  whidi  U  its  most  important  ftano- 
tion;  and  I  will  now  endeavor  to  show,  that 
the  effect  of  the  present  law  is  very  little  short 
of  the  complete  rMtrsint  of  sUnaenil  disoiudon 
CD  nubile  men  and  meaanree. 

The  law  has  been  cnrrent  bv  the  bit  pretence 
ofpnnishtngnothingbnt  falflenood,  and  by  hold- 
ing out  to  me  aconaed  the  liberty  of  proving  the 
tmlh  of  the  writing;  bnt,  it  was  from  the  flret 
apprehended,  and  it  Beeme  now  to  have  been 
B^ndged,  (the  doctrine  has  oertainlj  been  assert- 
ed on  tbiafloar,)tliatmattereof  opinion,  arising 
on  notorious  ftots,  oome  under  the  law.  If  this 
is  the  cas^  where  ia  the  advantage  of  the  law 
reqniringthat  the  writing  shonld  be  false,  before 
n  man  shall  be  liable  to  punishment,  or  of  his 
having  the  liberty  of  proving  the  tmth  of  his 
writing  I  Of  the  tralh  of  facts  there  is  an  almost 
certain  test ;  the  belief  of  honest  men  is  certwn 
enough  to  entitle  it  to  great  confidence;  bnt 
their  opinions  have  no  oerti^ty  at  all.  The 
trial  of  the  tmth  of  opinions,  in  the  best  state 
of  society,  wonld  be  altogether  preoariooB ;  and, 
perhaps,  a  Jnry  of  twelve  men  could  never  be 
found  to  agree  in  any  one  oi^nioQ.  At  the 
present  moment,  when,  nnfortnnately,  opinion 
IS  almost  entirely  governed  by  prqjndioe  and 
pasrion,  it  may  be  more  dedded,  bnt  nobody 
will  Mtyit  ismcHv  reweotable;  ohanoemoat  de- 
termine  whether  pdttical  ophiions  are  trne  or 
blae,  and  it  will  not  nnfkvqnently  happen,  titat 
a  man  will  tw  punished  for  pabltahing  opini(»iB 
which  are  rinoerely  his,  and  which  are  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  extremely  intereeting  to  the  pnblici 
merely  becanse  aod&nt,  or  design,  has  collected 
t  Jnry  of  different  sentiments. 

If  the  effect  of  the  present  law  is  to  restrain 
the  free  oommunicstfon  of  opinion,  and  its 
principle  will  JosOfy  any  control  Govenunent 
cliooees  to  exercise  over  the  preaa,  an  inqniry 
may  safely  be  entered  on,  whether  Oongress 
ongbt  to  possess  the  power,  even  if  the  cianBe 
giving  neoeHory  and  proper  power  would  extend 
to  sndi  remote  oases  t  It  is  the  more  neoeasary 
to  inqaire  into  the  nseRiInees  of  this  power  in 
the  bands  of  Oongress,  dnoe  the  opinion  is  be- 
coming cnrrent,  that  ttiat  alone  wiU  give  Oon- 
gress  a  rij^t  to  assume  it,  npon  the  principle 
that  Govenunent  mnat  have  a  right  to  do  every 
thing  proper  fbr  its  safety,  Th&  doabrine  may 
be  ve^  fidlacioni,  U  not  Ukaa 


sense  to  be  found  in  the  claoH  giving  neeaesarf 
powers.  No  government  can  ssmme  a  power 
not  delegated,  on  pretence  of  its  being  ncewu^; 
for  none  have  aright  to  Judge  of  what  ianecM- 
sary  bnt  the  makers  of  the  oonstitation,  ot)Mt> 
wise  all  goveramenta  would  be  e '"' '" 


midit  think  proper,  and  the  oonatUstion  wonn 
rau  with  the  Uws,  and  not  above  dieni.  Tot 
the  execnlJon  of  powers  expresdy  givm,  there 
most  have  been  some  latitnde  allowed  to  tbtea 
who  were  to  exeonte  them,  the  sanw  In  bot 
which  is  expressed  In  the  daose  nqiMtiDg 
neoeesary  powers. 

Is  the  power  daimed  jnoper  fta-  OoDgreM  to 
poneest  It  is  believed  not,  and  will  readUj  ba 
admitted,  if  it  can  Be  proved,  as  I  think  it  eto, 
ikat  the  persons  who  aaminisler  the  OoTenuneot 
have  an  Intereet  In  the  power  to  be  ooD&ded, 
opposed  to  that  of  the  oommnnity.  It  mnat  be 
agreed  that  the  nature  of  onr  Government  nukes 
a  difi^on  of  knowledge  of  pnblio  oflairs  neoes- 
sary  and  proper,  and  that  the  people  have  so 
mode  of  oiitoinlng  it  bnt  throngh  the  pren. 
The  neoeeelty  for  thdr  having  this  infimnatifflk, 
reenlts  from  Its  bdng  their  dnty  to  deot  all  tb« 
ports  of  the  Qovemment,  and,  in  this  wtj,  to 
sit  in  Judgment  over  the  oondnot  of  those  who 
have  been  heretoAtre  employed.  The  oMst  im- 
portant and  neoeesary  informati<m  ibr  the  people 
to  receive  is,  of  the  misoondnct  of  the  OoTern- 
ment ;  becanse  their  good  deeds,  altiioogh  thej 
will  produce  oflection  and  gratitade  to  pnUie 
offloers,  will  only  confirm  the  existing  confidoiM^ 
and  wilL  therefore,  moke  no  change  in  the  <!Oit- 
dnet  of  the  people.  The  qoeetion,  then,  wlietlMr 
the  Government  onght  to  have  oontrd  ever  tbs 
persons  who  alone  can  ^veinformatioa  throi#- 
ont  a  conntiy,  is  nothingmore  titan  thi&  whelW 
men  interested  in  aiw>resrinft  information  nec» 
sary  for  the  peo|^  to  have,  on^t  to  be  intnul«d 
wiui  the  power,  or  whether  ^ey  onght  to  ha«s 
a  power  which  tb^  penonal  interest  leadi  to 
the  atnue  of  t  I  am  snie  no  candid  nan  mil 
hedtate  abont  the  answer ;  and  it  nuty  dso  laM; 
be  left  with  ingennons  men  to  eay  whether  the 
misoondnct  which  we  sometimes  see  in  the  preM, 
had  not  better  be  borne  with,  than  to  ran  the 
risk  of  ocnflding  the  power  of  correction  to  men 
who  will  be  constanuy  nrgod  by  their  own  feA' 
iniH  to  destroy  its  ns^oeas. 

The  mode  of  tWnting  which  connteoaBets 
this  law,  and  the  doctrines  on  which  it  is  bnilti 
are  derived  from  a  eonntry  whose  govenunenl 
is  so  differmt  from  ours,  that  the  sttnaticm  at 
public  offloere  onght  to  be  very  diStoreot.  la 
Great  Britain,  the  King  is  hweditary,  and,  m- 
cording  to  the  theory  at  tfatir  government,  can 
do  no  wrong.  Public  ofDoen  are  his  repreNn* 
tativea,  and  derive  some  portion  of  Ui  inrioU- 
bility  from  theory,  bnt  more  from  the  pracliM 
of  the  government,  which  has,  fcv  the  most  psit, 
been  very  arbitrary.  Itwa8,therefiHe,ofeoiiTM^ 
that  they  should  recdve  a  difierent  sc^  of  respei* 
from  that  whidi  is  proper  in  oarOoTernment, 
where  the  offloes"   '  "  "' 
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tuIb  of  the  people  are  uiieitablo  to  them,  ind 
liable  to  be  turned  out  of  office  Bt  periodica] 
dectioniL  In  Qraat  Britain,  writing*  are  eedi- 
tiooa,  thon^  tbe^  are  true,  if  the^  tend  to  bing 
a  Niblie  offloer  into  eontempt. 

In  this  oonntij,  it  is  eeen  that  the  tame  prin- 
dple  is  C0Bl«aded  for,  and  that  in  practice,  with 
reipect  to  mattera  of  opinion,  we  have  gone  the 
whole  length  of  the  prindple.  How  long  can 
we  expect  to  m^ntain  the  other  distinctive 
qualities  of  the  magistral?  of  the  two  conntriM, 
when  this  mneness  is  eatabSsliedl  How  long 
on  it  be  dearable  to  have  periodical  eleotJona, 
Sff  the  pnrporn  of  Jodlgins  (n  the  oondnot  of  oar 
nkr^  wbu)  the  ohannets  ol  infimnation  maj 
be  dioked  at  their  wlUt 

Bnt,  rir,  I  have  ever  believed  Qila  qneetion 
•a  setUed  by  an  amendment  to  the  eonstitation, 
wqMeed  with  othen,  tor  declaring  and  restrict- 
ing its  powei^  as  the  preamble  declares,  at  the 
reqoMt  of  several  of  the  Btates,  made  at  the 
•dwtion  of  Dm  otmstitnlioii,  in  oraer  to  preroit 
tbdr  mboonstracliou  and  abose.  TUa  amend- 
ment is  in  the  following  words:  "Oongrese 
AsH  make  no  law  respeotins  an  establialiment  of 
leGgion,  <w  prohilriting  the  free  exerdse  thereof; 
cr  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the 
prca,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaoeabl^  to 
aMcmUe  and  petition  the  Governnient  for  a  re- 
drcM  of  grievances."  There  can  be  no  donbt 
about  th«  eSfect  of  this  amendment,  nnless  the 
"freedom  of  the  preas"  means  something  very 
£fltoent  from  what  it  seems ;  or  milesa  there 
WIS  sMne  actoal  reetrtdnt  upon  It,  wider  the 
CcostiOiticm  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of 
the  adopticm  <rf  tins  amendment,  oonunensnrate 
with  that  imposed  bytbis  law.  Both  are  as- 
serted, via;  that  tlie  "freedom  of  the  press" 
bis  a  defiiMd,  lindted  meaning  and  that  um  re- 
stralntaof  tlie  common  law  inn  In  foree  under 
the  United  States,  and  are  greato-  than  those 
of  tiie  aot  of  Congrees;  and  that,  tiwrefcwe, 
either  we;  tJw  "freedom  ol  the  preaa"  ia  not 
abridged. 

It  b  asserted  by  the  select  committee,  and  by 
ewy  body  who  has  gone  before  them  in  this 
discnasion,  that  the  "  freedom  of  the  press,"  ao- 
crading  to  the  nnivenally  received  aooeptatitai 
of  the  expression,  means  only  an  ezemptioo 
from  an  previous  lestnmits  on  palilication,  bnt 
not  to  an  eiemptton  fittm  soy  ptinls^nent  Gov- 
ermMnt  pleaaes  to  inflict  for  what  is  pubHAed. 
This  d^nition  does  not  at  all  diitingidsb  be- 
tween publications  of  Afferent  sorts,  tint  leaves 
an  to  the  ragnlation  of  the  law,  only  forbidding 
Government  to  Interfere  nntil  the  pnbHcation 
is  nalty  made.  Tlie  deflnition,  if  tm^  so  re- 
duces the  effect  of  the  amendment^  that  the 
power  of  Oongrsas  ia  left  nnlimited  over  the 
ptodoctioDs  of  the  press,  and  they  are  merely 
dmived  of  one  mode  of  restraint. 

lite  amendment  was  oertaiDly  Intended  to 
prodoee  some  limitation  to  legWUve  discre- 
tion, and  it  mnst  1>e  oonstraed  so  as  to  prodi 
~    "  "■■  '       i«ble,    Thisisreqnii 

n  sdemn  aots,  but  mnst 


be  more  partlonlarly  dne  to  this  on  account  of 
the  various  examinations  It  nnderwent,  previous 
to  Its  adoptltm.  It  was  flist  recommended  by 
the  conventions  of  several  States,  was  adopted 
by  two-thirds  of  both  Honses  of  Congreas,  and 
finally  ratified  by  tbree-fonrtba  of  the  State 
Legulatnres.  To  give  it  rach  a  constraction  as 
will  bring  It  to  a  mere  nullity,  wonid  vii^te 
the  strongest  injnnctions  of  cotnmon  sense  and 
deoonim ;  and  yet  that  appears  to  me  to  be  die 
efiect  of  the  constmotion  adopted  tiy  the  com- 
mittee. If  Bnbeeqnent  punishmenta  are  nifficient 
to  deter  printers  from  pnbHaliiiig  any  thing 
whioh  ia  prohibited,  there  is  no  stint  to  the 
power  of  Congress ;  and  yet,  it  appear*  to  me 
that  a  limitation  was  dearly  intended.  I  cannot 
donbt  the  power  of  Government  to  bend  print- 
ers to  theu'  win  I>y  snl>sec|Dent  ponishment^ 
when  all  other  ofibncee  are  restramed  only  tn 
this  way.  Govemm«it  does  not  pnnidi  men 
for  keeping  instmments  with  which  they  can 
commit  mnrder,  but  oontenta  itself  with  ponidt- 
ing  mnrdcr  when  committed.  The  effect  of  the 
amendment,  says  the  committee,  ia  to  prevent 
Government  taking  the  press  mm  its  owner; 
bat  how  is  th^  power  lessened  by  tbia,  when 
they  may  take  the  printer  from  Us  press  and 
imprison  him  for  any  length  of  time,  for  pub- 
lishing what  they  choose  to  prohibit,  although 
it  maybe  ever  so  proper  forpabboinformationl 
The  result  is,  that  Government  may  fbrbid  any 
speclce  of  writing,  trae  aa  well  as  fklse,  to  be 
pabliahed ;  may  inflict  the  heaviest  ponlahmenta 
they  can  devise  for  diaobedienoe ;  and  yet  we 
are  very  gravely  assured  that  tiiis  is  "the  free- 
dom of  the  preaa." 

Bnt  It  is  worth  while  to  trace  this  definition 
to  the  place  from  whence  it  is  token,  and  in- 
□oire  into  the  oiroamstanoes  in  whioh  it  ia  nsed. 
Blaokston&  in  his  Oommwtariea  on  the  Laws 
of  En^and,  after  stating  the  law  remectiag  H- 
beb,  whioh  ia,  that  every  tUng  which  brings  « 
ma^atrate  into  contempt  is  pnnishable,  wbeuer 
true  or  fidse,  goea  on  to  say,  that  this  law  la  not 
inoonriatent  with  the  Uberty  of  the  preas ;  and 
then  ^rea  a  deflation  of  tiie  liberty  of  the 
press  in  themanner  it  is  need  by  the  committee. 
The  meaning  (tf  an  Blaokstone  has  add  ia  thi^ 
that  the  preas  has  the  properdeoree  ot  Hber^ 
in  En^and,  and  that  libels,  whether  tme  (v 
liilse,  on^t  to  be  punished  there.  Letnsapply 
what  lia  has  ealled  a  definition,  In  the  way  he 
naed  it,  to  the  tegidation  of  the  United  Statea. 
So^qMse  the  present  qnestion  was,  whether  we 
Aonld  pnnish  tmth,  as  weU  as  fUsehood,  in 
libels,  would  gentiemen  ventore  to  tell  os  that 
it  was  consistent  with  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
or  that  the  iagne  of  freedom  proper  for  the 
UnltedStates  wonId  remain!  Iventnretosay 
they  wonId  not  Ongfat  they,  then,  to  anpport 
the  doctrine  which  hereafter  may  be  praotised 
on  to  the  foil  extent?  Is  there  not  reasiKi  to 
believe  gentlemen  hope  to  conceal  the  ftdl  extent 
of  th^  princ^les,  by  bringbig  them  into  ope- 
ration only  by  deoreest  Bot,  air,  it  la  a  mani- 
fest ttbose  of  Blaokabme'B  sntLoTity  to  ^>ply  it 
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M  it  has  been  here  applied.  He  had  adTaiiced 
ioto  the  fourth  Tolnme  of  a  paaegyrio  on  the 
laws  of  England,  and  after  stating  the  law  on 
this  subject,  makes  a  theory  to  Justify  the  actoal 
state  of  the  law.  It  must  be  remarked,  ia  his 
joBtificatioa,  that  the  nature  of  their  govern- 
ment justifies  more  rigor  than  is  conmstent  with 
ours,  and  that  the  existing  law,  of  which  he 
was  writing  the  praise,  had  been  greatly  soilened 
in  practice,  bj  public  opinion.  In  this  case, 
there  was  no  daiiger  of  impuring  the  security 
to  liberty,  intended  by  the  constitution;  for 
England  baa  no  oonstitntion  but  what  may  be 
altered  bj  the  Parliament,  and  therefore  no 
great  precision  was  necessary  with  respect  to 
general  principles.  Indeed,  bis  obeerrations  on 
this  subject  ought  to  be  ccjled  a  theory,  and  a 
theory  adapted  merely  to  hia  own  country,  and 
not  a  deSoition,  Very  different  are  the  circnm- 
Btancea  in  which  his  doctrine  has  been  applied 
here.  A  restrictive  clanse  of  the  ConstitaUoD 
of  the  United  States,  by  its  triplication,  is  made 
to  mean  nothing,  and  when  it  is  dearly  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution  to  put,  at  least,  some 
acta  of  the  press  oat  of  the  control  of  Oongtess, 
by  the  aathority  of  this  writ«r,  all  are  sal^eoted 
to  their  power. 

Bat  it  is  said,  that  the  States  have  all  adopt- 
ed the  same  constmction  which  is  ^Ten  to  &ee- 
dom  of  the  press  by  the  committee,  for  that  all 
tlie  State  constitutiuns  proTide  for  it,  and  yet 
the  law  of  libels  remans  part  of  their  codes.  If 
this  is  laot,  about  which  howerer  I  am  nnin- 
formed,  it  is  easily  to  be  acoonnted  for.  At  the 
BoTolution,  the  State  laws  were  either  the  law 
of  England,  or  were  bnUt  on  it,  and,  of  course, 
they  would  contain  the  monarchical  doctrine 
respecting  libels.  When  the  State  constitu- 
tions were  formed,  the  old  law  was  oontinned 
in  force  indisoriniinately,  and  only  a  general  eX' 
ception  made  of  what  ^ould  be  fonnd  incon- 
d^nt  with  the  State  constitutions.  Kow,  to 
prove  that  the  State*  have  oonmdered  the  law 
of  libels  oonnstent  with  the  ireedom  of  the 
preas,  gentiemen  shonld  show  that  this  law  has 
Men  practised  on  ainoe  the  Revolation,  and 
that  the  attention  of  the  States  had  been  called 
to  it  by  its  exeontioD,  and  that  it  still  ren 
in  force.  I  believe  this  oannot  be  done, 
far  as  I  know,  it  baa  been  a  dead  letter.  I 
mean  the  law  of  libels  against  magistrates ,  and 
if  so,  the  argument  is  reversed,  and  is  wh<dlj 
on  my  ude.  The  terms  of  this  law  fiunish  oni 
of  the  best  prao&  of  the  tmth  of  my  opinion . 
tor  the  fnuners  of  it,  wound  np  u  tbef  have 
been,  in  thai  notions  about  Government,  dnoe 


liber^  and  the  State  law,  which  is  snpposed  to 
continue  in  fbroej  and  have  etndionalv  endea- 
vored to  conceal  that  Ih^  doctrine  leads  to  the 


admission,  that  even  now,  pablio  opinion  woold 
not  B^tport  what  th^  pretend  is  the  law  of 
each  State.    Bat  firom  the  argument  before 


ZOM.  [FOMIUT,  im. 

nrged,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted,  that  if  tiia 
States  had  so  nndergtood  it,  the  couBtmctiDQ 
could  not  be  extended  to  this  amendment  Ko 
solemn  instrmnent  can  be  constnied  so  as  to  d^ 
stroy  it.  I  have  seen  somewhere,  and  I  beg 
leave  here  to  remark  on  it,  the  authority  of  the 
Convention  who  formed  the  oonstitntion  of 
Virginia,  nuoted  to  Justify  this  constructioo. 
That  Convention  is  said  to  have  paaed  a  law 
similar  to  the  law  of  Oongrev,  after  havij^ 
provided  for  the  Uberty  of  the  press  in  tfadr 
bill  of  rights.  Let  os  eiamine  that  law.  The 
first  section  is  to  pnuish  those  who  shall  "  by 
any  word,  open  deed,  or  act,  advisedly  sod 
willingly  mmntjin  or  defend  the  authority, 
jnrisdiction,  or  power  of  the  King,  or  Pariia- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  herebrfbre  claimed  over 
this  Colony,  or  shall  attribota  any  aodi  autho^ 
itv,"  &0.  This  section,  passed  at  the  be^uuiif 
of  the  most  awfol  contest  ill  which  ever  man 
was  engaged,  a  contest  for  the  right  d  sttf 
government  against  one  of  the  most  pownM 
nations  in  the  world,  was  to  eatabliMi  whUl 
Not  the  inviolability  of  the  Governor  ot  the 
State,  nor  of  the  minority  of  either  Hoiaerf 
the  Legislatnre,  bat  to  pnnish  men  who  should 
promote  resistance  to  the  rig^t  of  the  people 
to  govern  themselves,  to  the  prindple  of  tbe 
oonstitntion,  to  the  repnblican  principle.  Sr. 
different  is  this  from  the  object  of  the  law  << 
Oongresa,  that  it  would  have  been  imposnble  to 
bdieve  that  thej  should  have  been  compared, 
if  we  had  not  seen  it  done.  All  argument  mnt 
be  thrown  away  on  gentlemen  who  do  not  fed 
the  difference  between  the  respect  doe  to  lh« 
oonstitntion,  to  the  right  of  self-goveimBeat  in 
the  people,  and  that  which  is  dne  to  the  oTgus 
of  adnimistration,  who  cannot  only  deierv* 
contempt,  but  who  are  to  be  removed  with  dis- 
grace,  according  to  the  constitution  ilaell^  «ba> 
the;  misbehave.  By  the  second  sectitn  of  tUs 
law,  thoee  were  to  be  pnnlshed  "  who  ibonld  • 
maliciously  and  advisedly  endeavor  to  eidta 
the  people  to  resist  the  Goveniment  of  the 
colony,  or  persnode  them  to  retom  to  a  dtpeod- 
enoe  on  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  oc  miS- 
oionsly  and  advisedly  to  excite  or  rdse  toranlti 
and  aisorders  in  the  State,  or  malicioadT 
and  advisedly  terrift'  and  disoonrage  the  peopfc 
from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  the  Oi^aofa- 
wealth,  or  dispose  them  to  &vor  the  enemj." 
The  design  of  thia  seotion  ia  apparently  tht 
same  with  the  former.  Zvaj  act  of  iS-will  to 
the  existing  Oovemment,  ia  immediattb  £^ 
lowed  by  one  tending  to  sabmiseiMi  to  Gnst 
Britain.  These  acta  are,  however,  oat  ti  lb* 
qaestion,  for  they  belong  to  the  class  enniiKnt- 
ed  In  the  first  section  of  the  sedition  law,  whicfi 
nobody  wishes  to  repeal,  as  the  committee  i^ 
clore.  But  if  the  law  had  any  analogy  to  the 
law  of  Congress,  it  would  be  improper  to  qnett 
It ;  fbr  f t  is  well  known  that  onr  Bevolaticti 
made  a  resort  to  expedients  neoeMar;  iaa 
variety  of  instances,  which  could  not  be  Justifitd 
by  prindple,  and  that  for  a  time  penooal  n^" 
were  oompdied  to  bend  before  pablic  or       " 
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A  dktination  is  Ter^freoneDtlj  relied  on,  be- 
t«HD  the  freedom  and  uie  licentiooaneaa  of 
tbe  press,  wMch  it  is  proper  to  eiEiniiiie.  Tbis 
nans  to  me  to  r«Aite  everf  other  u^^Dment 
iibkh  a  need  on  thie  Baljeot ;  it  amoonta  to  kh 
■dmisHioii  that  there  are  Home  seta  of  the  preee 
vhicb  OoDgTeee  onght  not  to  have  power 
to  reatc^n,  and  tliat  by  the  amendment  they 
■re  jtrohibited  to  restrain  these  acts.  Now,  to 
Justify  any  act  of  Oongrea^  they  onght  to  show 
the  bomuary  between  trtat  is  prohibited  and 
what  ia  pamutted,  and  that  the  act  is  not  with- 
in  the  {wtdiibited  olaa.  The  constitution  bas 
flzed  no  aoidi  bonndary,  therefore  they  can  pre- 
tend to  no  power  orer  the  pt^  without  cloim- 
iiw  the  ripnt  rf  defining  what  is  freedom,  and 
what  is  hontttonsnen,  and  that  would  be  to 
dafan  a  right  which  wonld  defeat  the  congtitn- 
tira ;  tor  erery  Oongreaa  wonld  have  the  aame 
i^lht,  and  the  freedom  of  tbe  pren  wonld 
flnetnate  aeoording  to  the  will  of  the  Leglsla- 
tnre.  This  b,  th«^ore,  only  a  new  mode  of 
^lajmiiig  abeolnte  power  over  the  preas. 

Bnt  It  is  said,  tiiat  the  phraseology  of  the 
•mNtdment  proves  that  the  framers  Ot  it  0(m< 
ridared  the  freedom  of  the  preas  aa  limited, 
Mherwise  tbOT  wonld  have  lued  die  some  worda 
fa  apeaking  of  the  freedom  of  the  press  wluoh 
Ihqy  use  in  q>eaking  of  religiotis  estabUahmenta. 
Ihia  atgnment  is  oertjdnly  &Doifbl ;  Init  it  shall 
be  ocnndered,  aa  it  is  my  design  to  leave  no 
at,  which  I  recollect  to  have  seen,  nn- 
id.  It  is  plun  the  writer  of  the  amend- 
ment inteckded  to  lodnlM  hia  copionsnees  of 
equession,  or  that  he  hM  been  accustomed  to 
OSS  certain  worda  in  a  partionlar  connection. 
The  anundment  says,  hi  spe^dng  of  religion, 
"OcKigreea  ahaQ  make  no  law  respecting  an 
eMaUiifament  trf  reli^tu  or  probibildiig  the 
fins  oeniaa  thereoC"  The  change  of  espree- 
iion,  aoootdiiig  to  the  a^cnment,  onght  to  nave 
aamt  new  oUeet;  and  yet  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  if  the  word  pr»A«Mffi{r  was  dropped, 
the  pcovinon  wonld  he  the  same.  But  the 
Cgoment  will  lose  all  force  when  the  amend- 
mmt  18  read  to  the  end,  and  it  seems  to  have 
•risen  merely  from  the  committee  having  stop- 
ped in  the  middle  of  it,  and  lost  sight  of  the 
latter  part  It  says,  "  or  abridging  the  freedom 
at  qieech,  or  of  the  pree^  or  the  right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  aaiemUe  and  petition  the 
Govemment  fbr  a  redress  at  grievances."  The 
stgnment  ie  that  tlie  word  abridfiitff,  aa  it  is 
diatangnished  from  mtpoelMi^,  im^es  that  the 
freedom  cf  the  preaa  was  bef<n«  limited ;  bnt, 
if  this  is  tme,  it  mnst  also  be  the  case  with  the 
tight  of  peaceably  Bseemblisg  and  petitioning, 
tK.  Is  this  pretended,  and  may  we  hereafter 
opect  to  have  a  definition  of  the  rig^t  of  pe- 
titioDing.  which  will  put  it  also  nnder  the  """- 
inA  lit  Congresst 

I  think  I  have  answered  every  oonBtmotion 
of  the  amendment  which  can  prevent  its  being 
conn  pletely  prohibitory  of  all  le^pslation  by  Con- 
preas  on  the  snltJect  of  the  preaa,  nnleu  there 
VSB  some  ^iTiMtlng  reatrunt  onder  theOmstitn- 


tjon  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  adopt- 
ing the  amendment.    To  this  inquiry  I  now 

It  fs  said,  there  Is  a  common  law  which 
makes  part  of  the  law  of  the  tToIted  States, 
which  restrained  the  press  more  than  the  sot 
of  OongreM  has  done,  and  that  therefore  there 
is  no  abridgment  of  its  freedom.  What  thia 
common  law  is  I  cannot  conceive,  nor  have  I 
seen  any  body  who  conld  erplain  himself  when 
be  waa  talking  of  it.  It  certainly  is  not  a  com- 
mon law  of  the  United  8tat«e,  acquired  as  that 


of  England  was,  by  immemorial  usage.  The 
standing  of  the  Govemment  makes  this  impos- 
sible.   It  cannot  be  a  code  of  laws  adopted  be- 


tliey  were  nniversally  in  nse  in  the  Statca, 
for  the  States  had  no  nniform  code ;  and  if  they 
had,  it  oooldliardiy  become,  by  implication,  part 
of  the  code  of  a  Govemment  of  limited  powers, 
from  which  every  thing  is  expressly  retained, 
which  is  not  ^ren.  There  never  was  a  nniform 
code  (tf  laws  at  anv  time  aroone  the  States, 
Their  settiement  took  pidce  at  different  time^ 
and  tbe  law  of  England  was  adopted  np  to  the 
respective  settlements,  in  the  whole  or  by  seleo- 
tlOD.  Virginia  recognized  the  common  law, 
properly  so  called,  and  the  statntea  to  tbe  4th 
Jomea  I.;  Maryland,  the  common  law,  and 
statntea  op  to  the  time  of  her  settlement ;  and 
Sonth  Carolina,  I  am  told,  never  acknowledged 
any  of  the  English  statotee  to  be  in  Ibrce,  ex- 
cept what  were  qiecially  adopted  tiy  law.  With 
thta  dissimilarity  at  the  commencement,  there 
can  be  no  donbt  that  the  decirions  of  conrta, 


altogether  nnlike  at  the  time  of  adopting  the 
Federal  Govemment.  Isit  the  law  of  England, 
at  any  pardcnlor  period,  which  is  adopted}  It 
cannot  be  Ijelieved  that  this  was  a  oniversal 
fhvorite  1  for  it  had  been  greatly  altered  in  every 
State,  to  adapt  it  to  their  sitoation,  and  it  can- 
not be  Iielieved  that  after  altering  it  nnder  the 
instmetion  of  experience,  it  was  intended  to 
bring  it  agtun  into  force.  Bnt  the  nature  of 
tbe  law  of  England  makee  it  impossible  that  it 
should  have  been  adopted  in  the  Inmp  into  suoh 
a  Govemment  aa  this  is ;  because  it  was  a  com- 
plete f^em  ioT  the  management  of  all  the 
affiurs  of  a  ooontiT.  It  regnlMed  estate,  paniah- 
ed  all  Crimea,  and,  in  short,  went  to  all  things 
for  which  laws  ore  necessary.  It  might  be 
more  propoly  considered  as  the  measnre  of  the 

Kwere  left  with  tiie  States.  Bnt  how  was  tlua 
V  adopted  t  Was  it  by  the  constitution  t  If 
so,  it  is  immntable  and  incapable  of  amend- 
ment. In  what  part  of  the  oonstitntion  is  it 
declared  to  be  adopted  I  Was  it  adopted  by 
the  courts  ?  From  whence  do  thev  derive  their 
authority  t  The  constitution,  in  the  clause  first 
cited,  relies  on  Congress  to  pass  ell  laws  jiecee- 
sary  to  enable  the  oonrts  to  carry  their  powers 
into  execution ;  it  camiot,  therefore,  have  been 
intended  to  give  them  a  power  not  necessary  to 
their  dedared  powers.  There  does  not  seem  to 
me  the  snallMt  pretext  far  so  monstrous  an 
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,  .  1  the  coDtrar^,  while  the  oon- 
Btitution  is  dlent  abont  it,  ever;  &ir  inference 
is  against  it  It  was  thooght  neoessaiy  to  adopt 
entresdj  nuuij  of  the  ancient  and  most  Tslnable 
pnnaipleB  of  the  law  of  England,  each  as  trial 
"J  JaiT,  and  the  writ  of  Aabtat  eorpui ;  and 
vherever  the  constitntion  givea  ot^nlcanoe  of 
crimes,  which  were  known  in  the  law,  it  re- 
qnlre«  Ooogreaa  to  define  them,  and  direct  the 
pnnishment,  except  in  the  case  of  treason, 
which  it  defines  itself.  Perhaps  it  maj  he  Mdd, 
that  the  law  of  England  with  respect  to  libel  was 
in  force  in  all  the  Statcis,  and  that  therefore  it 
is  to  be  conridered  as  adopted.  When  we  recol- 
lect what  that  law  Is,  that  it  pnnishea  truth  aa 
well  ae  falsehood,  and  that  the  OongresB  of  1TB8 
did  not  think  proper  to  enact  its  proyisions  in 
the  foil  extent,  it  may  be  fairly  denied  that  it 
could  hare  accorded  with  the  jealooa  republican 
temper  of  the  Oonvention  who  adopted  the 
constitution.  If  the  common  law  was  adopted 
on  this  niljeot,  it  was  adopted  entire  as  it  then 
existed,  and  must  remain  for  ever  nnchangeable 
as  part  of  the  ocautitutdon.  The  power  of 
Juries  must  be  the  same  that  it  was  then,  and 
DO  more,  and  the  iroproveroent  whiob  was  im- 
me^telf  afterwards  produced  b;  pnbUo  opin- 
ion in  that  respect,  in  England,  will  be  denied 
to  US,  and  we  ma;  even  have  to  regret  the 
want  of  some  of  the  provimons  of  the  present 
o^ous  law;  bnt  there  is  too  little  reason  for 
the  ^ggestioQ  of  there  beius  a  common  law  in 
the  Imited  States,  to  need  a  refutation.  If 
there  was  a  uniformitf  in  the  law  reepeoting 
libels,  it  Is  one  of  the  stronoeBt  evidenoes  ra 
what  was  before  uid,  that  thu  whole  dw^iins 
of  libels  was  obsolete;  fbr  nobody  can  donbt, 
after  hearing  what  it  is,  that  it  mnat  have  nn- 
deifone  contiderable  ohanges,  if  it  had  ever 
be«i  practised  on. 

The  committee  seem  to  suitpan  for  I  confess 
It  is  very  difSenlt  to  comprehend  this  part  of 
their  aivomeat,  that  the  law  of  Ubels  ia  adopt- 
ed hj  that  part  ot  tlie  constitutloD  which  ex- 
tends the  iodiaial  power  to  cosea  ot  law  and 
eqni^  aridig  nnder  the  eonstitutitm;  for  ibHa 
Is  the  expression  of  the  part  reftered  to  bj  them, 
ud  not "  offences  arittag  under  the  constitu- 
tion," as  thej  have  quoted  it.  How  this  can  be 
inferred,  I  cannot  conceive.  If  the  expression 
was  "ofFenoM,"  as  they  assert,  still  it  would 
mean  offences  on  which  Oongren  was  directed 
by  the  constitntion  to  le^slate;  bnt,aatheax- 
presdon  re^y  is,  the  cases  are  innumerable 
which  com©  witiiin  it  See  "  The  Federalist," 
voL  H.,  for  an  explanation  of  this  part  of  the 
oonstitatioD.  Itittheres^:  "  It  has  been  ask- 
ed, what  is  meant  1^  oaaea  arinngmider  the  om- 
stitntion,  in  contra&tinction  from  tbose  arMng 
nnder  the  laws  of  the  United  Stateet  All  the 
restrictions  on  the  authority  of  the  State  Le- 
gislature furnish  examples  of  it,"  &o.  For  Uie 
opinion  of  the  same  writer,  as  to  the  forc«  of 
the  common  law  in  the  United  Btatea,  see  same 
volnme,  page  840,  and  the  two  following  pages, 
In  whiou  he  answers  the  objection  to  an  ouiis- 


Eton  of  its  provisirau,  and  admits  that  it  is  not 
adopted  br  the  constitntion. 

Upon  the  whde,  therefore,  I  am  fully  aada- 
fled,  that  no  power  is  giv«u  bj  the  constitutiim 
to  oonboi  the  press,  and  that  such  lawi  are  o 
presaly  prohibited  by  the  amendment  I  tiiink 
it  inconristent  with  the  natnre  of  our  Govoit- 
ment,  that  its  adminiimtion  ahonld  have  power 
to  restr^  animadveraionB  cm  pubUo  measnrei; 
and  for  protection  fivm  private  iiOury  trmn  de- 
famation, the  States  are  (hlly  ccKapetont  It  ii 
to  them  that  our  offices  most  look  fbr  protec- 
tion of  penona,  estatea,  and  every  otfaw  p«taaail 
right;  and,  therefore,  I  see  no  reason  why  it  ii 
not  proper  to  laly  upon  it,  for  defonoe  sgainst 
private  libels. 

The  call  tar  tlie  question  being  loud, 

Ur.  MoDowxix  rose,  and  hobed  tbe  qusstkn 
wonld  not  now  be  taken,  bnt  that  the  oomnul- 
tee  wonld  rise,  it  being  now  a  late  boor  ot  ths 
day,  and  he  doubted  not  other  gentlemen  would 
wish  to  deliver  thdr  aentim^ts  upon  tUa  ii» 
portant  question;  and  he  thonfdit  an  boor  or 
two  of  to-morrow  ml^t  be  v«l  (mi^oyed  Id 
the  discuseion  of  this  sal^fect — a  mttjeat  ubiA 
had  been  brou^t  before  the  House  1^  th«  peo- 
ple, and  ongh^  therefore,  to  receive  a  M  div 
onsaion.    He  moved  the  committee  to  rise. 

The  question  on  riring,  was  put  and  negatfnd 
— Mto4a. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  the  moln- 
titm,  and  canied,  fit  votes  being  In  favor  at  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  thiid 
reeolntiai,  which  was  canied  wiuout  a  diri- 
non. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  tbe  qosstton 
being  upon  oononrring  in  the  agreemcot  of  Uu 
oommdttee  for  the  first  resolntjon, 

Mr.  LivutuTuw  entered  npoo  a  defenoe  rf 
the  sentimcots  which  he  dduvwed  vrt«i  tbe 
passage  of  this  law  waa  nnder  eoosidtntios, 
which,  he  said,  had  been  much  mJarwrtscnlsi; 
but,  an^  m.Ving  Ksne  progress  in  hu  otMrr^ 
tions^  the  J^Msker  dedsring  them  unocHmMed 
with  the  qoestion  b«46re  the  House,  be  Hi 
down,  and  the  first  rescdution  was  decided  bj 
yeas  and  nays,  and  stood— OS  to  48,  as  foUon: 

Yu 
1ett,Ji 


Evans,  AUsl  FcalH',  Dwig^  Fortsr,  . 

BkivG 
Thomas  Hulby,  ViUkn  BIdImiv 
msT,  JamM  H.  Imtay,  SsmMl  I^ 
man,  Jamn  HaoUr,  William  Mitthawi,  DinU  Hn^ 
nn,  Levis  R.  U onis,  Bsnlsaa  Q.  Otit,  Imsd  P*Am, 
TlMina*  Fixkntj,  Jolin  Read,  John  IUS»igt,'f-, 
JanMS  Schnramao,  Samuel  Serin,  miliam  Sbcfui, 
Tbomai  anidokHin,  Nsthinid  Smidi,  Ftfag  9;ng»^ 
Geoige  Thatehsr,  Rlohanl  llinns^  Haik  Thsipai, 
TbomM  TiDinriuit,  Jofan  E.  Vu  AJle^  Palig  W">^ 
Torth,  Bobut  Wain,  sad  JcJm  WOliamt. 

NAva— Abnham  Baldwin,  David  Baii  nmm 
BknuU,  Blebard final,  BobactBiMi^ a^MlJ-Cs- 
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Ml,  Tbomu  Clubonw,  wmiun  Cbsrlai  Cols  Clai- 
boTM,  khCthew  C1&7,  Jobn  dopttas,  Tbc«,  T.  Dbtu, 
idbn  Dimon,  Qoorge  Dmt,  Joseph  Ej^leston,  Lucu 
Elmmdvpli,  Williun  I^uidk;,  Jotui  Fowler,  Nfithan- 
Kli'nemuiiJT.,  Albert  GftUotin,  Junei  Gillotiiie,  An- 
drew Grew,  John  A.  Banna,  Carter  B.  Hiniaon, 
JoBithu  N.  Hftveni,  Jonph  Heiatar,  David  Holmes, 
ll'iller  Jonen,  EdwBid  Liringiton,  Matthew  Looko, 
MiuImvLtOii,  Nathaniel  Hrcod,  Blair  McClenacli  an, 


miiua  Snath,  Kchard  Sprigs,  RiDhaid 

■Hw,  Sumter,  Ahnm  IVigg,  J^i  Trigg,  P ., 

Coftknd^  Joaeph  B.  Vwmnn,  AbiahaoVeiiable,  and 


(,  Phihp  Van 


Bi>l«rtWiIUan>a. 

Mr.  IfoDoirsLL  tbot  moved  an  a^oomment ; 
Thicb  was  neg&tiTed — fiS  to  88. 

The  qncetion  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
ntoIutiMi,  upon  irMch  the  jeos  and  na;n  were 
tuetij  the  Hame  a*  upon  the  tittL 

The  question  on  tlie  third  iras  oononrred  in, 
n  Totes  being  for  it. 

Satdsdat,  Uarob  2, 

BTKKiNa  Birmra. 
ZaiB  qf  Stlaliatioii, 

He.  0ns  called  the  order  of  the  da;  on  the 
bill  Testing  tbe  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain 
CMea,  in  the  PsmiDDrT  or  THx  UmrxD  StATB ; 
wboi 

Mr.  Dnr  moved  to  postpone  the  conmdera- 
tim  of  this  bill  nntil  the  next  sesBum  of  Cos- 
pw>;  which  motion  was  negatived— 80  to  83. 

The  Honae  then  went  into  a  Oonunittee  of 
Ibe  Vhole  on  this  bill,  and  after  some  disons- 
Bco,  and  an  amendmeDt  being  iotrodnoed  into 
Um  preamble  of  the  bill  bj  Mr.  Dattoh,  (the 
^le^er,)  to  make  it  applj  genenllj  to  an; 
Kts  of  sev«ri^  that  may  be  committed  bv  the 
Freneh  Bepnblio  in  pnmianee  of  anv  violent 
dMree,  inatead  of  qtplying  partioDlail;  to  Uie 
decree  deolaring  American  dtizene^  fonnd  on 
beard  veeeels  of  th^  enemy,  piratea,  and  liable 
to  suffer  death,  the  oommittee  rose,  and  tlie 
■mcDdment  was  oononrred  in. 

The  qncetioQ  being,  "  Shall  this  hill  pass  t " 

Ur.  LtvQKwios  oomplained  that  thia  bill 
wrat  to  place  tlie  power  of  life  and  death  in 
tin  hinds  of  the  Pbksidbkt,  with  respeot  to 
ever;  Frenchmaii  in  thia  oonntrj,  in  case  tlie 
French  Qovemment  ahonld  commit  any  act  of 
Tiolence  against  one  of  onr  oitizena.  He  doubt- 
ed, indeed,  whether  he  wonld  not  have  this 
V0WM-,  in  case  of  any  American  citizen  being 
kitled  in  battle  on  board  a  British  ahip.  The 
legielatnre,  he  Bud,  had  no  right  to  veet  this 

Ewer,  except  in  ease  of  war ;  nor  did  he  be- 
ve  it  wonld  «rer  be  ezeroiaeo,  if  given.  And 
ts  the  decree  oomplained  of  had  been  two  years 
in  existence  withont  being  carried  into  effect, 
be  thon^t  fheie  was  no  need  now  to  create  an 
■hrm  abont  iL  Indeed,  the  last  decree  having 
been  suspended,  he  considered  the  first  to  be 
Halao. 

Hr.  EnicoHD  was  Bony,  at  this  late  boor,  to 
ocoopy  a  dogle  moment  of  iho  time  of  the 
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Honse ;  hnt  he  found  himself  called  npon  to  saj 
a  few  words.  It  was  a  painfnl  refiection,  he 
aaid,  that  any  nation  in  the  world  should  delib- 
erately pass  a  legislative  act  for  the  purpose  of 
aathoriiiog  the  commisdon  of  murder;  for  the 
arret  of  the  French  Republic  was  uotiiing  leas 
than  a  law  far  putting  innocent  men  to  death. 
An  inatanoe  like  it  could  not  be  fonnd  on  re- 
cord. In  time  of  war  retaliation  is  fonnd  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  enormities  of  an  enemy. 
Indeed,  the  intention  of  retaliation  is  always  to 
prevent  cmelty.  Thia  decree  was  add  to  be 
snspended ;  but  if  it  were  not  intended  to  give 
it  future  operation,  it  wonld  have  been  repeated. 
It  might  be  convenient  to  sunwnd  the  decree 
for  a  time ;  bat  when  a  nation  u  so  depraved  as 
to  pass  a  decree  of  this  kind,  what  security 
have  we  that  the  decree  will  not  be  brought 
into  operation  in  the  recess  of  Congress.  If  it 
ia  not^  the  present  law  can  have -no  effecL  Mr, 
E.  believed  no  one  bat  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  conld  have  sappoeed  that  this  law 
was  meant  to  retaliate  for  men  kilted  in  batde. 
If  he  examines  the  hiU,  he  will  find  that  the 
person  moat  have  been  put  to  death  puranant  to 
a  decree  of  the  French  Kepnblic.  And  whi^ 
we  Buffer  oar  hamanity  to  be  touched  with  re- 
spect to  French  citizens  here,  we  onght  not  to 
forget  American  citizens^  whose  blood  may  be 
spilt  in  France  under  this  decree. 

Mr.  Qauatih  observed,  that  three  argu- 
ments had  been  used  in  favor  of  passing  tnia 
bilL  One  of  them  was,  that  it  would  afford 
protection  to  our  seamen ;  tbe  second,  to  giv» 
auffident  cause  of  irritation  by  repelling  every 
hostile  measore  of  the  French  Government  h; 
one  of  a  similar  nature ;  the  third,  to  prevent 
the  people  of  America  having  any  belief  in  ei- 
ther the  sincerity  of  France  or  the  probability 
of  a  negotiation. 

Mr.  O.  did  not  believe  that  tUs  bill  wonld 
give  the  protection  expected  to  our  seamen; 
and  as  to  the  power  of  retaliation,  wdl  know- 
ing, both  from  the  chBract«r  of  tbe.PBBen>iHT 
and  tbe  general  oharacter  of  America,  that  re- 
taliation would  be  repugnant  to  his  feeling^ 
and  the  feelings  of  the  public  at  large,  he  did 
not  believe  a  single  case  wonld  ever  hajqiw  in 
wbidt  it  would  be  exercised.  What,  said  Mr. 
Q.,  wonld  be  the  degree  of  proof  neoe»ary  to 
carry  into  effect  this  law!  A  man  must  have 
been  token  on  board  a  British  vessel,  or  some 
other  vessel  at  war  with  France,  and  put  to 
death  or  ill-treated  by  the  French.  It  most  also 
be  proved  to  have  been  done  in  pnisnance  of  a 
French  decree.  In  the  next  place,  he  mnst  be 
on  American  citizen,,  and  have  been  compelled 
to  go  on  board  snch  ebip  ;■  and  Mr.  Q.  did  not 
blow  how  all  this-  information  was  to  come  to 
the  PaasiiwirT. 

li^  said  Mr.  G^  it  be  really  onr  intention  to 
^ve  protection'  to  out  seamen.  Instead  of  an> 
QioriEing  the  proposed  retaliation,  we  onght  to 
go  to  the  source  of  the-  evil,  and  endeavor  to 
prevent  the  Impressment  of  onr  seamen  by  the 
Bil&b,  which  alone  brought  them  into  thia 
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ntontion.  This  bill  does  Dot  oomprehend  »nj 
American  who  goes  on  baud  of  a  Britieh  ibip 
of  war  Tolnntarily  ;  tbej  ftra  not  entitled  to  our 
protection  by  the  law  of  nstioni;  they  miut 
Meek  protection  from  tbe  oonntry  noder  whose 
fl^  they  aaiL  Those  American  citizeiu  only, 
therefore,  who  h&re  been  forced  on  board  a 
British  Bhip  of  war,  and  who  have  been  obliged 
to  fight  their  battles  against  their  will,  are  by 
this  bill  to  be  protected,  so  for  as  retaliation  con 
protect  them. 

Mr.  6.  Bud,  he  had  been  indnoed  to  mention 
this  point,  not  ooly  becanse  it  natnrally  flows 
from  the  snlfiect,  bnt  from  one  of  the  docu- 
ments whi<^  had  been  submitted  to  the  House. 
He  aUoded  to  Lord  GrenviUe's  letter  to  Mr. 
King,  oar  Minister  at  London.  [Mr.  Q.  read  on 
extract  of  that  letter.] 

Mr.  G.  obserred,  npon  this  doonment,  that 
it  oonUuned  a  very  extraordinary  acknowledg- 
ment Lord  GrenTiUe  says,  "  the  Hivg  feels 
^le  protection  dae  to  those  who  sail  under 
his  flag."  Thereby  openly  aclmowledging  that 
there  are  a  number  of  American  seamen  who 
do  "^il  under  his  flag.  And,  s^s  not  many  of 
our  seamen  had  selected  his  service  in  prefer- 
eooe  to  that  of  thmr  own  oountry;  as  our  own 
seamen,  if  left  to  their  choioa,  would  sooner 
sul  on  board  of  oar  own  ships  than  those  of 
Hit  British  Mqjesty,  it  Is  therefore  an  explicit 
avowal  of  the  impressment  of  American  sea- 
men. That  identical  document  which  communi- 
cates the  oflborive  decree  of  lYanoe,  is  also  the 
oocaricmofthisbilL 

This  aoknowledgment,  sud  Mr.  G.,  leads  to 
more  than  one  oraueqaenoe.  If  we  paw  this 
Mil,  it  will  amount  to  Qiis,  that  knowing  Amer- 
ican seamen  were  imprened  by  the  British,  the 
&ot  having  been  thos  confessed,  we  choose 
rather  to  pass  a  retaliatory  law  against  the 
iVench  for  punishing  onr  seamen  found  in  a  sit- 
uation into  which  they  ware  arbitrarily  forced 
by  the  British,  than  ^>ply  a  remedy  to  the  root 
(^  theevIL 

Again,  another  part  of  this  letter  of  Lord 
Grenville,  when  connected  with  this  measure, 
mode  an  exbaordinary  impreasioa  on  his  rolad. 
The  aeknowledgment  having  been  made,  it 


been  released;  bathe  does  not  do  tUs,bat  aays 
the  King  will  oanse  retaliaUon  to  be  eiertnsed. 


To  de  this  m^t  h»,v6  some  effiict  wUlat  these 
meBremainea  on  board  of  the  King's  ihipa;  It 
would,  tbwefore,  inmease  his  power,  and  pro- 


long the  time  during  which  such .  _ 

remain  on  board.  But  Lord  Gbenrille  does  not 
stop  here.  He  saya,  the  "King  leaves  it  wiUi 
the  different  powers  to  take  meaaoree  aooord- 
Ingly,"  80  that  he  give*  ns  advice  what  we 
oqght  to  do,  and  we  are  about  to  do  it  Mr. 
G.  had  nii,  this  UU  wm  not  likely  to  prodnce 
any  effeiA ;  yet,  if  it  should  be  pat  in  force,  by 
referiug  once  more  to  Lord  GrenviUe's  letter, 
it  will  ■{>pear  that  the  retaliation  of  whitdi  he 
q>eaks  is  to  be  confined  to  French  prisoner^ 


whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into  tha 
power  of  Great  Britain ;  and  he  bdieved  the 
present  law  ahonld  be  confined  to  persmu  who 
shonld  be  captured  by  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  And  it  would  be  most  effectual  in  tUi 
way ;  becanse  if  it  were  to  operate  against  other 
French  citizens  in  this  country,  the  French  Got- 
ernment  would  not  be  concerned  about  it,  nnce 
ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  those  citizeiu 
are  probably  emigrants,  or  persons  for  vtuM 
safety  they  have  no  intercat 

If  by  meeljng  every  hostile  act  of  the  Frendi 
'Oovemment  by  a  measure  of  a  rimilsr  kind,  we 
oould  render  this  country  more  ra^wotable,  Mr. 
O.  ahonld  be  in  fovor  of  it ;  but,  in  the  prasent 
case,  he  did  not  think  the  measure  applicable. 
There  waa  a  great  difference,  he  said,  betweui 
measnree  of  bostilir^  and  retalialiciu.  MeaaorM 
of  retaliation  could  do  no  good,  except  is  pre- 
ventives; and  as  the  decree  in  question  W 
already  been  two  years  in  force  without  Wm 
carried  into  effect,  it  oonld  scarcely  be  expected 
that  it  woold  now  be  exercised. 

It  must  be  allowed,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  sodm 
change  had  token  place  in  our  dtuatiDC  wiA 
respect  to  France ;  but  it  seemed  as  if  gentle- 
men wished,  by  the  passing  of  this  bUl,  to  tilts 
off  any  Imprearion  of  this  kind  which  mi^t 
have  been  made  on  the  peoi^e  by  the  late  if- 

Eintment  of  IGnisters  to  treat  with  !F>siiet. 
'.  O.  did  not  mean  to  axprees  any  i^initHi  oa 
the  probable  issue  of  that  nomination.  He  be- 
lieved the  PauamEKT  had  taken  eeri«n  mea- 
sures ;  and  that  nothing  whioh  he  oonld  do  tr 
say  would  either  accelerate  or  delay  those  mea- 
Burea.    He  wished  to  leave  them  nnocntiolle^ 


h  respect  to  Qoadalonpe,  he  believed  tint 
turea  had  taken  place ;  yet,  when  we  ^leak 


with  r 

o^turea  h , ,,-,     -- 

of  information,  there  was  a  letter  written  ^ 
one  of  the  commaodeiv  of  our  ve■«l^  whin 
says,  that  a  number  of  vessels  go  there  for  the 
purpose  of  being  taken,  in  order  to  earn'  en  * 
traae  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Stit* 
[The  SpuEKB  called  to  order.]  Mr.  G.  slid  ha 
was  about  to  eonolnde.  He  oonsidared  thii  bOl 
M  oalouLited  to  have  bat  little  eSect,  aad  had 
it  not  been  Ibr  the  ancunienta  of  the  MstboiiD 
from  UoaMohusatts,  he  shonld  have  been  ats 
loss  to  have  known  ibr  what  resaoa  it  «M 

Mr.  JDiaa  s^  "with  what  meaiore  jM 
mete,  ^e  same  ahsll  be  measnred  to  JM 
again,"  was  a  doctrine  long  rince  eslsUi^Mi 
It  was  a  doctrine  which  iunied  man  had  i^ 
Bumed  in  all  countries,  and  thejosttoeof  «Uc> 
had  been  universally  admitted. 

An  appeal  to  this  national  aentimtDt,  tndta 
the  wntera  on  this  snttl^t,  would  be  a  am- 
dent  answer  to  the  gentleman's  homsnity  er 
FrenohmeD,  to  the  forgetfhlneas  of  his  Mow- 


llie  general  prindples  of  the  law  are  too  jMt 
to  be  qnestioned.  Tne  gentleman  frett  Pwb- 
«ylvai^  well  knowing  that  tbe  national  M- 
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inga  of  man  most  approve  of  the  prlnoiple, 
DMPrtakea  to  distingnuh  avaj  the  milg^ct  In- 
■Uid  of  oomine  forward  to  the  point,  ha  has 
^one  into  coroplaints  agaioBt  British  inhnraan- 
ih.  Bat  wh^  speak  of  British  inhamaiiity, 
if  not  to  embarrasB  this  bill !  This  bill  is  in- 
tended agunst  the  French  nation.  If  the  gen- 
tleman wished  a  mniilar  taw  against  the  British. 
mitber  he  nor  his  fbllowen  oould  be  snspeoteo 
of  my  attoohment  to  that  nalaon,  which  would 
hive  preTeated  him  or  them  fitan  bringiiw  for- 
ward snch  a  meisore.  The  gentleman  knew 
mcb  a  meMore  wonid  be  embarnused  with  diffl- 
cnltiee ;  abd,  if  it  &iled,  it  wonld  deprive  him 
of  the  amimeDt  he  now  makea  nse  oH  Shall 
we,  at!A  Mr.  D.,  becanae  our  seamen  have  been 
fiist  injnred  bj  Oreat  Britain,  when  France 
aiea  them  still  wone^  abandon  them  t  Because 
fli«r  have  been  onoe  iifjnred  with  impnjiitj, 
shut  we  tnm  our  backs  npon  them  for  evert 
Ihe  doctrine  is  too  inhnman,  loo  abenrd,  to  be 


fectaal  he  says  certain  information  most  tw  ^t- 
en  to  the  PantDBHr,  tix  :  that  the  person  ill- 
treated  Is  an  American  seaman;  anduiat  he  has 
tecdved  his  ill-treatment  in  porsaance  of  a  de- 
cree of  the  French  Government.  Has  the  gen- 
tleman to  learn  that,  when  the  officers  of  the 
IVench  Oovemraent  do  an  act  of  violence^ 
which  tJie  principles  of  homanit;  and  the  law 
of  natioDji  cond^nn,  if  the  nation  does  not 
mmiah  its  officers  for  the  set,  it  most  be  done 
in  muwianoe  of  the  orders  of  GoTemmentt 

The  gsntlemsn's  other  oljection  was  honor- 
able to  Amerioans.  It  was  that  the  hanianitj 
of  the  Pbesidkht,  and  of  the  people  of  this 
ooontry,  wonld  not  snffer  tie  law,  if  passed,  to 
be  carried  into  effect.  Mr.  D.  said  it  was  diffi- 
eolt  to  reason  on  this  snl^eot,  bnt,  admitting 
tbe  &ot,  it  affords  a  dedsive  proof  that  this 
power  wiD  never  be  abused,  and  at  the  worst, 
tlie  law  could  on^  be  ineffectoal,  and  it  mi^t 
have  the  good  e^ct  of  preventing  the  onprin- 
^iled  murder  of  our  countrTmen. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsjlvaala  had  siud 
that  the  decree  of  the  British  Cabinet  mi^t 
bsve  bad  aome  efibct  in  procuring  a  suspension 
of  the  deoree  of  the  Executive  Directory. 

pir.  GaiiaTnr  denied  having  said  tliat  the 
EVendi  Goycniment  had  snroended  their  decree 
on  aoeomit  of  the  threats  of  the  British.  Ur. 
King^  first  letter  is  dated  the  Sfth  of  Novem- 
ber, and  his  second,  mentioning  the  snspension 
of  tin  decree,  the  SSth,  so  that  that  vas  impoe- 
Ale.} 

Tbe  gentJeman  has  taken  an  opportnnity  of 
referring  to  the  note  of  Lord  Orenville.  If  the 
gentleman  waa  disposed  to  make  a  philippic 
■gainst  Lord  Granville,  Ur.  D.  said,  he  had  no 
reaaon  to  vindicate  him;  but,  when  the  gentle- 
man went  so  far  beside  the  qneetdon  to  do  it,  it 
showed  he  had  little  respect  for  his  andlenoe. 
But  the  geatleman  from  FeDOSjlvaniA  was  oer- 
tainly  inoorreot,  when  he  wiA  ttw  note  of  Lord 


Grenville  waa  a  direct  admission  that  impressed 
American  seamen  were  held  on  bosrd  uie  Bri* 
tish  fleet.  Be  wonld  state  a  oase  in  which 
Americut  seamen  would  be  liable  to  the  effeota 
of  the  Freuoh  decree,  where  the  British  Gov- 
enunent  oonld  not  be  censnrable.  Beppose  an 
American  vessel  oaptnred  and  plundered  bf  the 
French,  and  some  of  onr  seamen,  \a  escape  the 
severities  of  a  French  dungeon,  hod  escaped 
and  got  ooboardof  a  British  ship  of  war,  hoping 
by  that  means,  in  time,  to  get  to  their  own 
country.  Snch  cases,  hehad  no  doubt,  had  ht^ 
pened,  and  in  ench,  tbe  gentJemau  most  sllow, 
onr  dtizens  must  be  liable  to  suffer  as  pirates. 
without  any4ihune  resting  on  the  conduct  of 
the  British. 

Ur.  Ona  sdd,  it  had  been  so  long  nnfuhion- 
able  to  vindicate  the  conduct  <A  Frsnoe,  or  to 
inake  apol<wee  in  her  behalf^  that  those  who 
now  wished  to  do  it,  Attempt  to  ezdte  hati«d 
against  another  naidon.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  gone  altogether  upon  this 
principle.  He  has  said  bnt  little  against  the 
principle  of  the  bilL  His  only  olgection  to  It 
was  that  it  was  not  sufficiently  extonaive.  Ad- 
mitting the  iqjnries  to  evst  with  respect  to 
Great  Britain,  and  that  many  of  onr  seamen 
have  been  impressed  bj  thun,  did  the  gentl»- 
man  wish  ns  to  retaliate  by  impresdng  Britl^ 
seamen)  No,  he  wonld  be  the  first  to  oppcee 
such  a  law ;  and  yet  this  is  the  only  just  kind 
of  retaliation  that  oonld  be  adoMed,  for  he 
would  not  wish  us,  becaose  the  BriUsh  have 
impressed  our  seamen,  to  put  the  first  British 
subject  we  meet  to  death ;  and  to  talk  of  im- 
pressing their  seamen,  would  be  perfectly  ridi- 

CUlOQS, 

It  was  not  inonmbent  npon  him,  Ur.  0.  said, 
to  enter  into  any  aKnment  to  distiagolsh  b^ 
tween  the  iqjnriea  which  we  hare  received  frran 
the  French  md  British  Qovemments,  nor  to 

'liate  the  eondoct  of  any  nation  which  has 


palliai 
donei 


dices,  with  a  view  of  diverting  the  attention  dt 
the  Honse  fivm  the  sobject  before  them,  it  be- 
comes neceesary  to  notioe  the  attempt  Let  it 
be  granted  that  Great  Britain  impresses  our 
seamen;  she  renounces  every  rigbt  to  do  so. 
She  peiseverea,  it  is  bne,  in  her  right  to  rfr. 
claim  her  own  seamen  from  on  boar^  our  ves- 
sels, and  in  mBhing  this  olaim,  some  abuses  may 
have  taken  place. 

If  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  hod  seen 
fit  to  do  Justice  to  Lord  Grenville.  he  would 
have  turned  to  another  document  laid  before 
Oongress  by  the  Secretary  of  State  last  year, 
wherein  he  says  that  Great  Britain  had  never 
assumed  the  prindple  of  impressing  American 
iieamen.  His  friena  from  South  Oarolina  (Ur. 
Pinosnet)  affirmed  what  he  said,  and  showed 
that  the  great  difficulty  was  in  preventing  folse 
paseporia  from  being  given.  Ihis  wss  verified 
in  tbe  conduct  of  G4>t«in  Loringaud  the  Bald- 
more  sloop  of  war.  The  differenct^  Ur.  O. 
B^d,  between  the  conduct  of  fiance  and  Great 
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Britain  towards  ns  was  palpable.  Great  Britain 
never  reftwed  to  rectify  grievances ;  eho  never 
heaped  ontragea  upon  na.  If  she  had,  he  shonld 
have  been  for  vengeanoe  and  war  against  that 
conatry,  and  the  erj  wonld  certainly  have 
been  echoed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 

ifr.  O.  said  he  disduned  that  sort  of  eenaibi- 
lity  which  his  friend  from  Oonnecticnt  (Mr. 
Diiri)  seemed  to  think  redounded  to  the  honor 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  He  owned  it 
would  not  wonnd  bis  feelings,  in  the  emalleat 
degree,  to  see  the  law  of  retdiatton  executed 
upon  any  French  citizen  in  America,  If  one 
American  citizen  fell  a  aacriflce  to'the  decree  of 
France,  it  wonld  altogether  absorb  his  sympa- 
thies for  Frenchmen.  There  is  a  French  citizen, 
■aid  he,  now  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  New 
York,  who  origlually  came  here  as  Ambaaeador 
from  the  French  RepQblio;  and  I  mnst  say  that 
I  slioold  not  feel  the  least  sensibility  if  he  fdionld 
taH  a  victim  to  this  law  I  Indeed,  there  were 
French  citizens  enough  on  whom  to  ezecate  the 
law;  though  he  Joined  gentlemen  on  all  ddes 
of  the  Honse  in  hoping  dat  there  wonld  be  no 
oocasion  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  says  that  a 
law  of  this  kind  onght  not  to  he  passed,  except 
in  time  of  war;  and  yet,  said  Mr.  O.,  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  let  ns  go  to  war,  and  in  the 
mean  time  our  citizens  may  suffer  with  impnnity 
under  the  bloody  deorees  of  France.  But  he 
believed  Oongresa  had  clearly  the  power,  from 
those  words  of  the  constitation  whioti  say, 
"they  shall  grant  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
sal " — reprisal,  donbtless,  not  only  ag^nst  ships, 
but  against  property  and  persons,  to  pass  a  law 
ofthiakind.  Ur.  O.thonght  It  necessary,  there> 
fore,  to  show  to  the  Prmoh  Bepnblio  that  we 
are  not  negotiating  through  fear ;  that  we  are 
desirous  of  keeping  peace  with  all  the  world,  so 
long  as  we  can  do  it  consistest  with  oar  honor 
and  independence;  but  no  longer. 

Hr,  S.  Siara  wished  to  have  postponed  this 
bill  till  the  next  session.  He  thonght  It  impro- 
per as  it  originally  stood;  as  the  decree  which 
was  passed  two  years  ago  was  never  acted  npon. 
Indeed  he  had  somewhere  seen  that  Amencan 
seamen  were  released  on  application  of  Hr. 
Bkipwith,  onr  Oonsol  in  Franoe.  The  bill,  as 
amended,  ta  far  loss  objectionable,  yet  he  wish- 
ed it  were  postponed  till  next  session,  because 
he  never  wished  to  eee  a  law  of  this  kind  on 
onr  code.  Be  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Connectloat  that  it  was  legalizing  mnrder. 

ICr.  8.  bdieved  the  gentleman  from  Masfia- 
ohnsetta  mistaken  in  many  respects.  He  himself 
believed  France  was  disposed  to  make  peace. 
Hr.  8,  propoeed  an  amendment  to  the  bill  con- 
fining uie  retaliatioa  to  persons  captnred  in  pnr- 
enanoe  of  any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
If  this  amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  wootd 
be  less  exceptionable;  for,  thongh  the  gentle- 
man from  Uossaohusetts  had  eaii  he  ghomd  not 
regret  the  mnrder  of  any  French  citizen,  nnder 
thb  law,  nothing  mrely  bnt  the  heat  of  argn- 


ment  conid  have  led  him  to  sa;-  tbia;  be  mint 
own  he  sboold:  nor  did  he  believe  thattliHt 
gentleman,  or  any  other,  conId  lay  bold  of  an 
nnfortnnate  Frenchman,  and  put  him  to  death, 
thongh  one  of  onr  citizens  might  have  nSersd 
ninuatly  and  cruelly  in  France. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Maoon  did  not  wish  to  see  this  law  in 
onr  code.  In  his  opinion  nothing  bnt  the  at- 
most  necessity  ought  to  indnoe  ns  to  pass  il. 
Nor  oonld  he  believe  that  the  gentleman  fmm 
Massachusetts  could  see  any  man,  even  if  takin 
in  arms,  pnt  to  death  in  cold  blood  I  Thongh 
it  might  be  riffht  U>  punish  those  who  passed 
the  decree,  if  they  could  be  lud  hold  of;  it  vu 
a  moumfol  thing  to  retaliate  upon  innocent 
persons  the  offences  of  the  gnilty. 

The  gentleman  from  Gonnecticnt  had  quoted 
a  scriptural  passage — "  With  the  same  measura 
that  yon  mete,  the  same  shall  be  measured  nato 
yon."  In  the  same  volnme,  Mr.  H.  said,  h* 
would  also  find,  "Do  unto  others  as  ye  would 
they  should  'do  unto  yon ; "  and  a  law  of  this 
kind  could  not  bejmtifled  upon  the  latter  prin- 
ciple. 

It  is  sud  we  ought  to  show  that  we  do  not 
act  fh)m  fear.  He  thought  this  one  of  the  la.-* 
measures  the  House  ahonld  pass  to  evince  that. 
Mr.  M.  hoped,  that  on  the  last  evening  of  tke 
session,  a  bill  of  this  kind  would  not  be  preased. 
The  members  had  heretofore  been  accostonwd 
to  part  in  good  humor,  at  the  dose  of  the  w»- 
sion,  however  they  might  have  differed  Id  the 
course  of  it.  He  hoped  they  should  not  no* 
depart  fVom  this  custom.  He  therefore  noTed 
to  postpone  the  Inll  till  next  seaaon. 

The  question  for  postponement  was  uegitiTea 
-48  to8T. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  McDowWi 
against  the  bill.  It  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  sad  passed — yeas  GS,  nays  80. 

A  motion  was' made  by  Mr.  Lrvntosio*,  to 
o^Ioum  till  ten  in  the  morning,  as  it  would  be 
impossible  to  get  through  the  bnsineea  to-night 
and  he  understood  the  Benat«  were  abont  to 
adJoum  to  that  time. 

Mr.  BkSi.  proposed  to  a^onm  till  sevwi  id 
the  evening;  bnt  that  motion  being  negatind, 
the  House  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  on  Snodsy 


BmiDAT  UoBHuni,  March  8. 
Several  reports  were  made  by  the  OomiiBttw 

of  Enrolment,  and  sundry  messages  ccBtfOii' 
cated  from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  bilh  ia 

their  passage. 

Mr.  Obakfun  rose  and  addressed  the  Hodh 
as  follows: 

"  Sensible  as  I  am  of  the  iraporttiK«  of  the 
duties  that  at  all  times  attach  to  a  gentlemu 
who  presides  over  the  deltbwfttions  of  this  »■ 
sembly,  and  more  eopecially  in  times  of  imm^ 
ireeeed  with  the  able  snd  ho- 
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Maku,  1799.]  RJatiamiw 

dischsrged  b^  the  gratleman  who  now  fills  the 
tMr;  sad  belieTJngtliesentiiQeiitB  I  entertain 
on  this  occuion  to  be  in  perfect  ohuod  with 
those  of  eTery  member  of  this  House — I  beg 
kave  to  submit  ft  reeolation  ezpressive  of  the 
KDse  of  the  House  on  this  sabjeot : " 

He  then  moved  the  following  resolalion ; 

"Smolred,  That  the  Ih&nks  of  this  Hmua  be  pre- 
KnMd  to  Janathan  Dajton,  in  teMimODf  of  their  ap- 
probation of  his  conduct  in  disDhai;gii]g  the  arddooi 
ami  impoitiiit  dutiea  auigned  him  whiUC  in  the 

Ibis  motion  was  reoeived  by  the  Olerk,  and 
the  qneetion  being  pnt  opon  It  by  him,  there 
•ppeared  fbr  it  40,  against  it  39. 

The  Keolntion  being  oturied,  the  Spkikbb 
roM  and  addressed  the  House  aa  follows : 

No  luiji;naM,  gentlemeD,  cut  do  jostlco  to  tboae 
belingi  wtiich  »>>"  HCoed  vote  of  approbatloa  of  my 
oxiaet,  after  four  yean'  preadeocjr  in  the  Hmue  of 
EepnaentatiTBi,  has  excited  in  my  breait.  It  would 
it  m^iiM  in  me  not  to  acknowledge,  that  to  the  mip- 
pttt  Didlbnaly  aCTorded,  and  to  the  oonSdance  nore- 
mitttdly  repiMed  in  mo,  rathoc  than  to  any  merit  of 
aj  own,  ii  to  be  ascribed  the  mcocH  iritb  wbicb  yon 
•n  pleaaed  to  declare  that  the  duties  of  the  chur 
lure  been  nscnted. 

FramiE  me  to  say,  that  far  from  briog  displeased, 
I  han,  on  the  oontrary,  been  veiy  much  gratified  at 
beuii^  that  the  letolntion  of  thsjiks  has  not  been 


U  rVemce.  [H.  or  R. 

passed,  at  a  mere  matter  of  fbrm,  tuiaoimemly.  As 
ID  all  pnblia  bedJes,  then  have  ever  been  fonnd  men 
whoH  appiobatian  moit  be  considered  by  the  meri- 
torious as  a  censere,  so  in  this  body,  there  an,  nn- 
haf^ily,  some  whose  ceatore  will  be  regarded  by  aU 
whose  BitMm  I  valae,  as  tbt  highest  testimony  of 
merit.  About  lo  abandon  the  seat  which  I  have  held 
in  this  branch  c^  the  GeoBcal  Legiilatme  for  ei^t 
sncceuJTe  yeaia,  I  take  advantage  of  the  moment 
which  precadei  onr  aepaiaUon  (O  bid  yon,  gentlemen, 
BD  affectic«iBte  faiewelL 

Hr.  Uacon  moved  the  nsDol  reeolotioa  ap- 
pointing a  Joint  oommittee  with  the  Senate,  to 
inform  the  PsEsiDEirr,  that  Congress  is  ready  to 
ft^onrn  without  day,  unless  hetas  any  fiirtber 
comnmnication  to  make  them ;  which  hang 
agreed  to,  Messrs.  Ons,  Mioos,  and  Bbooks, 
were  appointed  &  committee  on  the  part  of  thia 

Mr.  Ona,  from  the  oommitt«e  appointed  to 
wait  upon  the  pBEstDXirr,  informed  the  Honse 
that  they  had  performed  that  service ;  and  he 
informed  tbeni  "  that  he  had  no  further  oom- 
mnnication  to  make,  except  to  express  k'ic  wish 
for  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  membera, 
and  a  pleasant  jonmey  home  to  their  fiimiliea 
and  frienda." 

The  Spbaxbb  then  a^jonrned  the  Honse  with- 
out day. 


Ihs  fifth  Congiev,  the  Brat  nnder  the  adminis- 
BMiDa  of  ill.  John  Adam^  was  wholly  oocnpisd 
■ilh  measniea  of  debnoa  against  Fmnoe,  and  Incnr- 
nd  debt  and  taxes  in  these  pieparatiaQS  which  great- 
V  impelled  its  pc^nlari^,  and  contriboted  to  the 
ntrthiow  of  the  fUeial  p«i^ :  but  then  was  great 
nnusatj  fyr  theM  azeititHia  at  &at  lime,  and  both  na- 
liau]  honor,  and  naticmal  mterest,  and  Dational  saSo- 
tf  requred  them  to  be  made.  Beiddes  the  insnlts 
■hkji  went  to  our  honor,  and  the  depredationt  wbidi 
ijfccled  onr  eommeroe,  diere  were  threats  of  attack 
tod  invKrion  not  to  be  demised.  The  Directory,  in- 
Sated  ■wiSi  the  sneosates  of  Bnonaparte  in  Italy, 
>ilh  tina  rabjngadon  of  several  small  powers,  Iho 
liaotfannation  of  several  principalities  and  kingdoms 
into  repablica,  the  peace  wifli  die  Emperor  of  Gei- 


shianee  of  othen :  exalted  with  to 
and  aniiana  to  bring  the  United  States  into  thdr 
iT^an  end  e^iedaHy  Into  the  war  with  Great 
Kritun,  had  leeoarse  to  all  the  mean 
plishing  ita  pnrpew  tot,  by  antrealiet 
by  iutolls  and  outrage* ;  and  finally  by  threat*  of 
wti.  It  is  diffienlt  for  genertl  hiitray  to  give  a  view 
~  it  is  inly  in  oootemponrj 


M  that  dieyeanbe  adequately  ttwHed.  The 
Debates  of  Congress  aie  Ane,  and  the  largest  one,  ti 
these  sonroe*;  docnments  on  which  ttie  debatas  are 
foonded  are  another ;  and  it  is  often  desirable,  in 
after  thne,  to  prodnoe  ttieie  docnments  in  greater 
extent  than  used  In  the  debate.  That  is  the  case 
with  these  debates  on  French  aflTairs  dnring  the  time 

lich  we  ^eak,  and  the  oemmnnioations  of  eni 
HiniMer*  sent  to  Paris  fhmish  the  doonmentaty 
eridence  necessary  to  complete  them — evidence  too 
well  known  to  reqnlre  coidon«  qnotati<»iat  the  time, 
but  now  little  known  to  the  sabssqnent  generation. 
This  note  then,  in  the  nahire  of  an  appendix  to  the 
debates  of  the  fifth  Caogreea,  will  contra  eitraota 
from  the  dispatches  of  the  Miniaten  of  that  day  i 
and  first  of  General  Pinckney. 

Amving  at  Paris  the  5lh  of  December  179S|  be 
immediately  waited  on  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Re- 
lations (Citizen  Charles  De  la  Croix)  in  company  with 
Mr.  Monroe,  according  to  an  appointment  previonily 
made,  and  bad  an  Interview  with  him ;  of  which  ha 
gives  this  aeoonnt  in  a  dispateh  to  Mr.  Pickerings 
Secretary  of  State  :     (SiiracU  cnlg  are  ffieen.) 

Mr.  Monroe  and  myself,  with  my  secretary,  Mqor 
Bntledgi^  ahont  two  o'dock,  waited  i^rai  H,  Da  la 
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Croix,  Ukd  I  WM  tntrodncad  hj  Mr.  Honroa  >a  tbe 
panoD  ■{^KHDlad  a*  hU  mccowr.  The  Miniiur  kt 
Gnt  nedted  ni  with  grmt  itlffheu,  bnt  afterwardi, 

b«Qt  and  behaved  with  civiti^ ;  and,  on  rseeiTing 
the  official  ccnies  of  our  letter  of  cndence  uid  ncall, 
uld  he  wodU  deliver  ihem,  withoat  delaj,  to  the 
Knotorj.  He  deiired  Major  Ratledga  to  let  him 
have  ODT  name*  ot  baptinn,  and  onr  agei,  that  card* 
t£  hoipitalitf  might  be  made  out,  wbldi  he  Mud  were 
naosHary  to  reude  here  unmolested.  This  reqairi- 
tiMl  was  immediatelj  complied  with,  and  be  promiied 
to  tend  the  cards  the  next  morDing.  Wheo  tbii  fn- 
terriew  vaa  known,  tbe  reporta  which  had  been 
^read  abn»d  b«rare  mj  arriraL  of  my  not  being  re- 
cuved  b;  the  Dinctorf,  vaniabed,  and  the  general 
idea  teemed  to  be  that  then  would  be  no  objection  to 
reotive  me  a*  Mini»l«r  from  America.  At  1 1  o'clock, 
on  Mondaj,  December  13,  Hr.  Prevoat  (Mr.  Hoa- 
roe'i  lecretary)  called  upon  me,  and  told  me  tbat 
Mr,  Monroe  bad  jnit  received  a  letter  from  M.  De  la 
Croix,  and  deared  to  know  if  I  had  received  one,  I 
>^d  no.  He  then  showed  me  M.  De  la  Cn^i'a  to 
Hr.  Houoe,  which  waa  ai  foUowi  -.    IDate,  Dee.  9. 

CrnzEH  HiatBrxa :  I  haiteo  to  lay  befoiv  the  Ex- 
Bcndve  Directorf  the  c<^iea  of  jour  letten  of  recall, 
•od  of  the  letter  of  dedeme  of  Ur.  FiooktiB;,  whom  the 
Pmmi»i>T  or  xek  Uinrmo  Staiss  haa  applied  to 
•aooeed  yon,  in  the  qaalitj  of  HiniateT  Plempotentiaij 
of  the  United  Statu  near  tha  Frenoh  Bepnblio.  The 
Directory  baa  charged  me  to  notify  70D  "  that  it  will 
not  acknowledge  nor  receive  another  Mioitter  Pleni- 
potentiary from  the  Uoilad  Statea,  nntil  after  the 
ndieu  of  tbe  grievanoea  demanded  of  the  Amenoaa 
Ooreinmeot,  ud  wtiioh  the  Freoch  Repablio  haa  a 
right  to  expect  (iom  it."    lDaU,Dte.U. 

I  waited  natQ  next  morning,  expecting  to  receire 
ft  noUflcatiaa  f^om  M.  Do  la  Cnux,  when,  not  hear- 
ing from  him,  I  wrote  him  the  following  letter  : 

CmcD  Mdubteb:  CoUomI  Honroe  ha*  been  ao 
sood  aa  to  odmmuaiaate  to  me  yonr  letter  to  bim  of 
ne  2lat  F^imdre,  wherein  yon  iDfonn  him  that  jon 
had  anbmitted  to  tbe  Executive  Directory  hti  letter* 
of  raeall,  and  my  Mten  of  oradence  a«  Miniitar  Fle- 
lUpomttai;  firou  tha  Uidted  State*  of  America,  and 
that  the  Direetcoy  had  inatnioted  yon  to  notify  him 
H  qn'ii  ng  recamoltt*  at  na  recevra  ploa  de  Miniitre 
PUoipotraliain  de*  Etata  Unia  Jtnqn'apri*  le  t«- 
dreaeemaot  dea  grWk  datnaodf  an  Oattreniame&t 
Ameiioafai,  tt  oM  iB  BipaUlqpe  naofcdM  Mt  «u  dnut 
d'en  atundn.'  [Tbat  it  wDl  not  acknowledn  im« 
recdvs  any  tOniatir  PlenlpMentiaiT  from  tha  United 
StatM,  antil  mittg  the  ivdraea  of  0m  (^ 


inaoded  irf  the  AaiMlctD  QorenuBMit,  and  whigh  the 
Fmwb  Rc^blio  bat  a  light  to  viptet  bom  it] 
Tbl*  oonmnmicatioD  haa  fiUad  ue  wiCh  real  wrowi 
■a  I  am  thcmng^W  oonvliioed  flut  tbe 
America  and  it*  Qorenmienl—Jbr  they 


D  not  permitted  ev«a  to 
attempt  to  eipUb  them,  or,  in  fike  torn*  of  my 
letteiB  of  credence,  to  endeavor  "  to  efface  unfavor- 
able impreHiooa,  to  baniah  mapiciona,  and  to  leatora 
that  codlaU^  whioh  waa  at  one*  the  erldeuce  and 
pledge  ef  a  Meadly  nnioa."  Derotad,  aa  I  am,  to 
tb«  liberty,  proaperity,  and  indepaodenoe  of  my  own 
eoontry,  the  freedom,  happinesa,  and  perfect  eatab- 
liihment  of  the  French  Bepnblic,  have  always  been 
dear  to  toe,  and  to  have  bean  itwtrumental  in  oement- 
bg  tha  good  nndantandicg  which,  fitim  the  o«n- 


mencement  of  (bxir  alliaiiot,  haa  anbdiled  lienrttt 
the  two  naHona,  would  ban  been  the  beigitt  nt  mj 
ambition.  I  most  fbrveutly  piay  that  there  may  tie 
a  ipeedy  and  candid  inveatigatioD  of  thote  points  ia 
which  yOQ  difler  from  u,  £at  aflectioo  may  baaiib 
distnut,  and  that  tha  alliance  of  tha  two  Repabtia. 
may  be  perpetual. 

In  your  letter  to  Colonel  Honrve  yon  do  not  dedrs 
him  to  make  any  commuDication  to  me,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  hii  politeness  fbr  the  knovledgi  I  hin 
of  tbe  inCentioni  of  tbe  Directory.  I  mbnit  tojan, 
citiian  Woiiter,  OuiX,  at  the  letters  of  recall  had  bMn 
received  liy  Mr.  Monroe,  and  official  copiei  of  bli 


ahoold  be  communicated  by  yon  immedlaldy  to  me, 
that  I  may,  withoat  delay,  trananlt  them  aa  IVom 
tbe  CxecnCJTe  of  thia  Republic  to  the  OoremmeDt  of 
the  United  States;  and  that  I  may  be  inforaied  ij 
you,  whether  it  is  tbe  intention  of  tbe  Directory  that 
I  should  immediately  quit  the  territoriet  of  tbe  Ee- 

Enbltc,  or  whether  I  and  my  family  may  lemaia  until 
hear  from  my  Government  Aa  I  have  not  nceind  > 
the  cards  wliich,  in  yonr  interview,  yon  aatd  I  ongtt 
to  poaseii  in  order  to  enable  me  to  rends  htR,  aad 
that  they  should  be  tranimitted  to  me  next  moniii^ 
I  am  the  more  doubtful  on  this  aiibject  than  I  tbosS 
otherwiieb&     Accept  my  bait  wishes.      [fl«t  IJ- 

This  letter  I  aent  by  Msjor  Rutledga,  wbe  it- 
Uvered  it  to  M.  De  la  Crotx,  and  mads  the  fbllowiag 
report  of  wbat  paned  between  them,  whitJi  he  inUD»- 
diately  rednoed  to  writing : 

"  I  this  day  waited  upon  M.  De  la  Crou,  a*  Hfai- 
irter  tor  Foreign  ASkirs,  at  two  o'clock,  a*  beanr  d 
a  letter  Grom  General  Piockney.  I  was  admitled  im- 
madiately  oa  sending  in  my  name,  and  delirvnd  tbt 
letter.  Haring  informed  him  fivm  whom  Iteaos, 
and  that  there  waa  a  French  b«aslation  anoeitd,  bt 
evened  tt  and  pnwaeded  to  read  the  letter  la  mj 
imseiiM,  wUdi,  friMD  be  had  finldied,  ks  desiRdms 
toretmnto  Gananl  PimknayM  Usaoswert  Tbat 
thi  Executive  Directmy  knew  of  do  Minister  Pleai- 
potendaty  Iran  Uie  United  Statea  ct  America,  one* 
tbepresentatioaiof  Mr.  Monro*'*  letter*  of  recall,  and 
diat  the  EieoDtiTa  Diteotdy  had  charged  him  to 
nodi^  to  Hr.  Haaioe  (here  he  read  the  qnotatiaD  ca>- 
tained  in  the  letter)  oull  na  ncoiuMitn  et  n*  ncem 
^ni  de  MIoiatn  PlentpoMnHiun  des  Etats  Uni^ 
jatqi^Kprit  la  redressament  dea  grisA  demands  aa 
GomeniMnstit  Anierioaia,  et  que  la  lUpoU^B*  n*B- 
coiw  est  en  drtit  d'en  atteadr*.  Which  aoliGcatitB 
ua  Direetny  relied  opon  Mr.  UoMoe'*  inm*niB|to 
his  ami  Government,  aa  well  a*  oomamnicaliag  M 
Genml  PinAaey.' 

Ou  the  SStb  of  Frimaln,  (ISdi  1/  Deoambet,) 
about  three  o'dook  in  the  aftaraoon,  a  Mr.  Giiaadst 
Bailed  on  m*,  and  aatd  be  wa*  chief  ascretaiy  io  lb* 
Department  of  Foreign  AAin;  that  b*  came  oe  lbs 
part  of  the  Minister  of  Fof^gn  Affiiii*,to  a^mf^ts 
that;  with  respect  ts  iiiyle(t«T  to  bin,  (Ack  b* 
doced,  togeiiier  wjtb  the  trandalio^)  h*  «obU  bM 
jotly  communicate  with  m*  oo  it,  aa  sadi  dincl 
communication  would  be  ackoawledglDg  me  as  Uia- 
irt«r,  when  the  IHrectory  had  determioed  iM  to  le- 
eeivama;  that,  aa  to  tbaothsrpart  of  my  ktta^ie- 
lative  to  remainliu  here,  that  ha  aappcaed  I  was  ac- 
quunted  widi^elawi  of  Fnnca,  aa  they  applied  to 
not  anjnainlid  wilt 


piodoced 

directly  1 


■tiBBgenL     Itoldhim  that  Iwaanot  aniaainledwitb 
tb*  kioal  law*  of  th*  itepabU* ;   be  aaid  tbat  than 
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*u  B  daorea  which  prvrrmtnd  all  foreignen  tmm  n- 
Ipuniis  ftt  Fwii  wtthoot  pflrticnlar  pormiuion, 
(rhieh,  u  die  Dinctor;  did  not  mess  to  gnnt  to 
mc,  </  ooDrae  ths  general  lav  would  operate.  I 
UHweied,  that  I  could  oot  conceiTe  the  hsTing  m 
dinict  coDimuniadwi  with  ms  would  IhtdIto  the  con- 
KqaetMMa  he  itated;  that  IT  Mr.  Monroe  had  died 
befora  inj  arriTsl,  the  Infomi&tioEi  that  they  would 
Dot  ackoowledge  me,  must,  of  course,  havs  been  made 
la  mjMlf.  Mr.  Moilroe  haTing  receiTed  hi»  letter  of 
tKill  Trom  onr  Government,  could  not  cow  act  oS- 
tSiHj  taj  more  than  it  he  had  cesaad  to  exiit ;  that 
I  VB>  indebted  to  Mr.  Monroe's  poUtensM  fot  the  in- 
fonnatiaD  J  had  rec«iTed  at  the  intention  of  the  Di- 
neCoiy  not  to  acknowledge  me,  but  that  he  had  not 
intsided  it  u  an  official  communication.  That,  with 
ttgui  to  the  laws  of  France  lelative  to  stracgen,  the 
lur  which  he  had  cited  did  not  applj  to  the  reqniii- 
tion  of  m;  letter,  which  wu  to  know  whether  it  waa 
the  intention  of  the  I>iiBCtor7  that  I  ahould  quit  the 
tHiiloriei  of  the  Republic  ;  or  whether  I  might  re- 
mun  here  antjl  I  ihonld  hear  from  my  Governmeut. 
Be  Mid  he  r«thet  bfllieTed  that  it  waa  the  tutentiou 
tint  I  aboold  quit  the  tenitorle*  of  the  Republic  ;  but, 
ai  it  admitted  of  adnutit,  he  would  mention  it  to  the 
kiniiter,  with  whom  he  waa  to  dine,  and  acqnaint  me 
vilh  the  remit  io  the  evening.  I  told  him  1  should  be 
BbLlged  to  him,  ihonld  it  be  the  intention  of  the  Dino- 
lotj  that  I  ahould  quit  the  Republic,  to  inform  me  in 
*hat  time  I  waa  to  aet  out,  a*  my  baggage  wu  not 
arrind  bam  Bordeaux ;  that  I  meant  oot  to  aak  any 
peiwnal  favcr,  but  to  hare  the  intention  of  the  Di- 
Mctcty  clearly  expniMed,  aa  it  related  to  me,  in  the 
Binatiaii  an  which  I  came  to  Franoe.  He  aaid  ho 
mold,  and  •ipreieed  a  ngnt  at  being  tho  bearer  of 
diMgneable  information,  and  then  departad.  Hi* 
khariDT  and  maanera  wen  ytzj  polit«. 

In  the  ereoing,  aboot  eight  o'clock,  he  rebnned, 
ai>d  infonaad  me  tha^  in  anewer  to  the  doubt  whloh 
had  been  aDlertaiiied  in  the  mormng,  ^a  doubt,  he 
DlwrTed,  which  bad  nooeeded  fioig  hu  own  ioat- 
twiaa  to  the  worda  olM.  De  la  Crni,}  the  Hioifter 
enU  oo^  '•plj  ^t  1m  tuidentood  tba  Director; 
toean  the  Mnitoij  of  th«  RepnbUo,  and  not  Farii 
•looa,  i»hi<i  waa  to  1m  (jnitted ;  that  aa  to  the  time 
fa  which  it  waa  neceaeary  to  depart,  the  HIniater 
could  not  dedgnate  it,  but  ^t  he  would  hare  anotlier 
tsmmimieatioD  with  the  Diiecloiy,  and  that  their  io- 

{fidt  maaner  npim  bo*h  pointa ;  that,  at  the  lame 
time,  he  mtut  infbrm  k«  that,  in  all  probability,  M. 
D<  la  Cioix  would  not  be  the  ar;^an  through  which 
they  wonld  be  addrewed,  aa  the  Mmister  of  the  Poliei 
Oaerale  woolt.  be  the  officer  under  whoee  depart- 
nent  my  caaa  would  comtk  I  replied  that  I  appre- 
beDdedH.  De  la  Cnds  waa  the  proper  ragao  through 
vhich  information  ihonld  come  to  me,  a*  im  Imew 
tte  c^iaoi^  in  which  I  had  come  to  France ;  where- 
ai,  the  KiiuBter  of  Pdice  might  regard  me  ai  a  men 
rtniiga-,  and  throw  me  into  confinement ;  that  it 
«u  In  thr  power  ol  the  Directory  to  receive  me,  or 
not:  but  the;  oonld  not  dlreit  themaalTei  of  the 
knOTTledge  which  they  had  cf  the  pablic  character  in 
wliich  1  came  to  France ;  and  that,  in  that  cliaracter, 
I  n>  entitiad  to  the  proteetiMi  of  the  lawi  of  nationi, 
*betfaer  the  Directory  noeived  ma  or  not.  If  they 
pnaittedme  to  remaiii  until  I  heard  from  my  Got 
aiiinent,  I  waa  imder  the  protectic-    -  ■■ 


case  erm  with  Uinirtera  of  belligerent  powm,  much 
mora  ODght  it  to  apply  between  tu,  who  were  at 
peace.  Since  thii  conTersation,  I  have  not  heard 
from  the  Dirrctory,  or  any  of  the  Miniiten  or  their 
agecti.  Hy  situation,  ■*  yon  may  eaiily  conceive, 
ii  unpleasant ;  but  if  I  can  olttmately  render  any 
aervice*  to  my  country,  I  shall  be  fully  oompeusated  i 
at  all  event!,  it  shall  be  my  stady  to  avoid  iDcniastng 
the  disconteot  of  tbli  Govermnont,  without  commit- 
ling  the  honor,  dignity,  and  reapBct  due  to  our  own. 
Should  I  fail  in  doing  this,  or  should  I  err  in  the 
neasurea  I  purine  to  accomplish  It,  the  &iliag  will 
lot  be  in  my  aeal,  but  should  be  charged  to  my  want 
of  ability.  At  present,  I  think  the  ground  I  have 
taken  has  pniilod  them:  they  wish  me  gone,  but 
they  apprehend  that  it  would  be  loo  harah  a  mcaaurq 
to  send  off,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  the  Minister  of 
my  conntry;  though  there  is  no  saying  what  their 
eondnot  wilt  ultimately  hs,  aa  I  am  informed  that  they 
have  already  sent  off  thirteen  forrign  Hiniitera;  and 
a  late  emigrant,  now  here,  has  assured  them  that 
America  is  not  of  greater  ooiueqnenoe  to  them,  nor 
ought  to  l>e  treated  with  greaterreipoot,  than  Geneva 
or  Genoa.  Those  who  regard  ni  aa  being  of  aorae 
consequence,  aeem  to  have  taken  up  an  Idea  that 
onr  Government  aots  upon  principles  tn>po9ed  to  the 
real  sentiments  of  a  large  majoii^  of  our  people, 
and  they  are  willing  to  temporiie  until  the  event  <^ 
the  election  of  Prendent  la  known ;  thinking  that,  if 
one  pnblio  ehorooter  la  ohoaan,  he  vrill  be  attached 
to  the  iittenit  cf  Great  Britain;  and  that,  if  another 
character  is  elected,  he  wiU  be  (to  use  the  expresnon 
of  Dn  Pont  de  Nemoura,  in  the  Council  of  Ancients) 
devoted  to  the  interest  of  France;  entertuning  the 
humiliating  Idea  that  we  are  a  people  divided  by 
par^,  the  men  creatures  of  Ibreisn  influence,  and  re> 
gari^ess  of  our  national  character,  honor,  and  interest, 
I  have  seen  Mr.  Monroe  very  often  once  my  arri' 
v«l :  his  ooodnct  haa  been  open  and  candid,  and  I 
believe  be  has  made  me  every  commnnication  which 
he  thought  would  be  of  service  to  our  country. 
He  undoubtedly  fblt  himself  hurt  at  hia  being  super- 
seded ;  bat  I  am  convinced  he  haa  not,  on  that  ac- 
coont,  left  any  thing  nndone  which  he  tbou^t  would 
promote  the  objects  of  my  misston.  The  Directory 
and  Minlateis  had,  fbr  some  time  before  they  vera 
informed  of  his  removal,  treated  him  vrith  great  oocil- 
nesi ;  but  as  soon  as  tM7  heard  of  Us  recall,  IhelT 
attentions  to  him  were  renewed.  Sbonld  this  Got- 
emment  attempt  to  moke  any  ffarther  eommnnlofc- 
tions  to  me,  through  Um,  he  hai  promised  me  to  in- 
fbrm them  that  he  cannot  comply  iritb  their  desira, 


Major  Ratledge  having  called  on  the  Miniater  tt 
Exterior  Relations  on  another  affair,  and  Bniihed,  in- 
quired of  the  Miniater  if  he  had  heard  any  thing 
further  &om  the  Directny,  in  relation  to  G«neral 
pinekney's  remaining  where  he  was : 

"  He  answered,  with  marlcs  of  gnat  auprlie,  iba.% 
he  thought  he  had  already  explained  himself  wllh 
sufficient  cleajuess  on  the  aubjeot;  that  he  had  sig- 
nified to  General  Plnckney,  long  since,  the  Impossl- 
Ulity  of  his  staying ;  that  he  ttoo^t  he  had  exer- 
cised mnoh  "  condesoendance"  In  having  been  lo  long 
silent ;  which  he  had  been  Induced  to  do  by  Oenaru 
Fincknei'shaviiw  complained  ef  the  dehiy  of  hU 
baggage,"  which,  he  suniosed,  mna^  by  thla  time, 
have  arrived  from  Bordeaux;  that,  in  short,  ha 
ahonld  be  tony  If  his  farther  stay  should  oompal  him 
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lo  gifs  iDfomiBtiDn  lotha  Hinistsr  of  the  Police.  To 
tbit  I  replied,  tliat  Qenenl  Fincloiej  h>d  leTnied  to 
regard  himKlT  in  kij  otbei  light  thm  tbe  one  in 
nnich  ho  h&d  entered  Franoe,  which  had  Dot  been  in 
a  privata  capacity,  bat  in  a  pnblic  character ;  which 
circnrnatflnce  bad  boen  officiallj  amicnmced  to  tb^ 
Directorf ,  bj  hi>  having  deitnred  to  the  Miniitei  of 
Foreign  ASWui  a  copjr  of  hia  ietten  of  credence  and 
hy  other  acts.  That  thli  preclnded  all  lawi  reUtlTe 
to  etrangen  from  openting  on  him,  imi  put  bim 
under  the  pnitectioD  of  tlw  low  of  nations,  which  he 
cluimedin  hia  favor.  That  Mr.  Giraudet  had  taken 
leave  with  a  promlH  to  commnnioafo  lo  the  Minittor 
of  Foreign  Affairs  the  groand  which  General  Pinak- 
nej  had  token.  Tbat  ha  returned  again  in  tho  even- 
ing, and  then  aaid,  that  the  Miniiter  would  again 
lay  General  Pinokney'»  letter  before  the  Directory, 
and  that  their  intentions  shonld  be  made  known  to 
him  u  looa  ai  possible.  All  tbia  had,  no  donbt, 
bean  faithfully  related  to  birn  bj  bia  seoretar;.  He 
answered  tbat  General  Pinokney  must  have  mistaken 
Mr.  (Hrandet  as  lo  his  intention  of  again  laying  his 
letter  berora  the  Directory.  I  told  him  tbat  it  was 
impowbte  j  for  that  I  bad  been  present  at  both  con- 
versations, in  which  tbe  material  points  had  passed 
in  Engliab,  and  been  repeated  in  French.  He  then 
said  Mr.  Giraudet  had  acted  withost  bis  anthoritj. 
I  replied,  that  General  Pinckne;  had,  however, 
waited  until  this  moment  in  expectation  of  hearing 
from  bim,  agreeably  to  Hr.  Girandet's  promise  ;  that 
he  was  very  far  from  intending  to  dispute  tlie  will  of 
the  Executive  Directory;  what  he  wanted  waa  a 
communication  of  their  wishes  in  writing.  He  aaid 
tbat  it  bad  already  bean  given.  I  deured  to  know 
when ;  be  answered  In  the  notiScation  which  he  hod 
made,  by  their  order,  to  Hi.  Mooroe ;  tbat  it  had 
containal  their  aentimonte  on  Mr.  Fincuiey's  staying, 
inasmuch  aa  that  his  not  bemg  received,  implied  that 
he  should  depart.  I  denied  that  it  vaa  a  fair  deduc- 
tion {  he  insisted  that  it  waa  ;  1  declared  that  it  had 
not  struck  General  Ftnckney  or  anj  person  with 
whom  he  had  conrened;  bat  that,  bowever,  if  each 
waa  tbe  oonilructi<m  which  he  had  put  opon  it,  I 
flattered  myself  that  be  conld  have  no  objection  to 
throwing  Ms  idea  upon  paper,  that  Genera]  Pinckney 
might  bave  eome^ng  more  substantial,  than  the 
authenticity  of  the  word  of  his  aacretaiy  to  justify 
bimself  to  hia  own  Government,  for  qnitting  a  spot 
to  which  he  had  come  in  obedience  to  their  orders. 
The  Minister  here  tamed  from  me  with  some  warmth, 
and  said  that  he  abonld  do  no  such  thing ;  that  Qen- 
era]  Pinckney  might  make  his  own  dednctioDS  ;  be 
desired  to  have  no  more  communication  with  bim.  I 
only  rwilied  by  a  bow,  saUafied  to  end  a  conversation 
which  had  ab^ady  laited  near  half  an  bonr ;  during 
which  I  had  not  been  admitted  to  tbe  honor  of  a 
■BBt"    [Dao.  26. 

Tbe  written  ovder  to  qnit  the  tanitoiy  of  Oe  B»- 
pdblio  did  not  oome :  G«Deral  Pincknej  would  not 
depart  witbout  it  %  the  PMr»  GMrah  did  not  molest 
him  -.  two  montbs  elapsed,  when  Bnaoapatte  having 
gained  s  great  victory  over  the  Austrian*  in  Italy,* 
tbe  day  after  tbe  anivaiofthe  news  of  itinParI%  he 
received  the  following  notifieatioa  &om  tbe  ICniater, 
DelaCndi: 

"The  EzecuUve  Directorv  bai  charged  me  to 
make  known  tO  yoo,  that  not  havizig  obtained  special 
pemdsnon  to  reside  at  Paris,  you  are  amenable  to 
tbe  law  which  oblige*  (breignen  to  qnit  the  territoij 


of  the  Republic.  I  had  the  honw  of  informing  yoa 
near  two  month*  ago,  by  the  prinoipal  Searetirj  or 
my  department,  of  £e  intentions  of  the  Goremment 
in  this  respect.  I  cannot  diqtcnse  with  notifjinji  yoa 
of  Ibem  to-day.  Beoeive,  nr,  &c.'  [i^  1, 1797. 
To  wbich  General  Pinekna;  immetUately  retonud 

Cmzzs  MiKiffmt:  I  did  not  recave,  until  3 
o'clock  to-day,  your  note  in  date  of  the  6Ch  last.,  in- 
forming me  tliat  the  Directory  had  charged  yon  to 
acquai^  t  me,  tbat  not  having  obtained  particnlsj 
permiaaion  to  rvaida  at  Paris,  I  was  lulyect  to  the 
law  wbicb  obliged  strangen  to  quit  the  territory  of 
the  Republic.  I  Intimated  lo  yon  some  time  liKe, 
by  the  Secretory  General  of  yooc  departmeot,  aul 
by  Major  Rntledj^  my  Secre^uy,  thst  I  deemed  * 
nodiicatian  of  tliis  sort,  in  writing,  froib  yon  necn- 
sary,  previous  to  my  departnre.  Having  now  rs- 
colvad  it,  I  shall,  wiUiout  delay,  prepare  to  go,  aaj, 
in  the  meanwhile,  will  be  obliged  to  yon  for  the  ds- 
cessary  paesport*  for  myself  and  family,  wilfa  on 
baggage,  to  quit  the  Republic,  in  my  way  to-Hol- 
land!     Accept,  citiien  Miniater,  fto. 

This  notification  was  addressed  to  "  Hr.  Piactaif, 
Amglo-AiMriaeii,'  upon  which  designation  tf  liil 
nationality,  and  the  mppoaed  motives  for  grring  tbs 
order  to  depart  so  anddenly  after  having  bean  so  long 
delayed.  General  Pinckney  romaib ; 

I  shonld  have  made  some  observation  on  being 
termed  Anglo-American,  bat,  oa  inqniiy,  I  fbond  it 
was  cnstomary  to  call  all  my  countrymen  n,  h>  dit- 
tingniih  ns  from  tbe  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  and 
the  other  French  Wect  India  island*.  I  baie  receind 
my  pasq)orts,  and  shall,  in  two  daya,  set  out  fiir 
Amsterdam. .  I  know  not  what  has  oocasioned  this 
deteirnination  of  tlie  Directory  after  havii^  pemit- 
ted  me  to  remun  here  ao  long  a  time  from  their  le- 


tatives  to  tbe  Presidont's  Speech,  and  the  late  soe- 
ceaaeain  Italy  have  nolDoncnrred  toocoaiion  it.  Mr. 
De  la  Croix  asnued  U^r  Ratled|^  tbat  he  leted 
by  the  eipraaa  orders  of  the  Directory  in  ttds  psr- 
tindar,  and  not  from  himaalC 

General  I^nckney  remained  in  Holland  till  tat 
autonm  of  '97,  when  Meurt.  Haraball  and  Gaiy 
weie  jinued  with  him  in  an  eztraordinaiy  mianon,  sad 
all  three  ptoeeeded  to  Pari*.  ARivcddwie,iheyiit«d 
an  interriew  with  the  MiniMer  of  Foreign  Relstiiiii^ 
now  changed  to  tbe  astute  and  anpple  TaUeytand— 
obtained  it — and  thns  describe  it  in  their  (U^Mtch  w 
Mr.  Pickering,  tbe  Secretary  of  State  ; 

The  Minister,  we  found,  waa  then  engaged  «ith 
tbe  Portuguese  Minister,  wbo  retired  in  abool  tea 
minolet,  when  we  ware  intiodoced  and  pradDced 
the  eopj  of  our  letter*  of  credence,  which  the  Ui*- 
isCer  pemsed  and  kept.  He  infomied  as  "  that  tbs 
Directory  had  repaired  bim  to  make  a  repoit  rel*. 
tive  to  the  litnalion  of  the  United  State*  with  resiid 
to  France,  which  he  was  then  abont,  and  «Uch 
would  be  finished  in  a  few  days,  when  he  wgoU  let 
us  know  what  steps  were  to  foUow."  We  asked  li 
cards  of  ho^tality  were  In  the  mean  lima  neoeiuiy  ( 
He  laid  they  were,  and  tbat  they  shonld  be  dilinied 
to  OS ;  and  he  immediately  ni^  for  hi*  )Kn(*7 
and  directed  bim  to  make  uwm  aoi. 
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Tia  intairieir  with  T&llejniid  bsing  oier,  ft  gome 
d  intrigue,  impudence ,  renality  and  mrrnption  wu 
ImnifdiBtel;  commfnced  upon  the  AmericRD  Micii- 
ten,  bj  the  intimnki  uid  igdita  of  THllejisnd, 
irtuch  hsi  bat  few  pualleli  !□  hMatj,  txA  of  which 
thf^  gira  thifl  nccomtt : 

OnSfttords/,  the  Uth,  M^  Uooatflorenoe  .U. 
S.  Conral  GeDsnl  in  Paris,)  infonned  GenonJ  Pinok- 
Mf  tliftt  he  had  a  ooarertiiCiaa  with  Mr.  Osmond, 
tic  prirate  and  coofidentia]  Mcretaiy  of  the  Uinia- 
Br  of  ForeigD  A9ur^  who  told  him  that  the  Diieo- 
toy  were  greatl]'  eiaiperated  at  same  parta  of  the 
pRadaat'a  Speech  tt  the  openiiig  of  the  lut  eeuioa 
of  Coogiua,  and  wonM  tequire  an  sxplaiiation  of 
them  bom  vi.  The  partjcnlor  puts  were  not  men- 
liiiiied.  In  anothec  conTBiisCion  on  the  hudb  Akj, 
&i  >ecretai7  iufomied  the  Miyoi  that  the  Jliniater 
had  told  him  it  waa  probabla  ws  shoold  Dot  hare  a 
psblic  andieniM  ot  tiie  Direotoij  till  such  time  as 
oor  D^tiation  waa  finished ;  that  probablj  pertona 
ni^t  ba  appointed  to  treat  wiUi  na,  bnt  thef  would 
report  to  him,  >iid  he  would  have  the  diiectiDD  of 
the  negotiatJon.  The  M^}ar  did  not  ooiue»l  from 
Ur.  OsDond  hia  intentioD  to  commnnicate  theaa  oon- 
renationa  to  na. 

In  the  morning  of  October  th«  ISth,  Mr.  W,  of 

iLe  boDte  of ,  called  on  General  PiDcknej 

and  informed  him  that  a  Hr.  X.,  who  waa  in  Parii, 
am!  whom  the  General  had  aeen,  •  •  ■  ■ 
vu  a  gBntleman  of  ooniideiabte  credit  and  reputa- 
lion,  *  •  *  •  and  that  we  might  pUea  great 
nliujoA  on  hioL 

In  the  eTening  of  the  lame  da^,  Ur.  X.  called  on 
Gocral  Pimijiej,  and  alter  havicg  aal  *ome  time, 

*  *  •  *  whupered  him  that  he  had  a  mea- 
ngefrom  M.  TalleTrand  to  commimicale  when  ha 
>ai  at  laimre.  General  Pincknej  immediatelj 
withdrew  with  hi"!  into  another  room ;  and  when 
Ukj-  nn  atone,  Mr.  X  nid  that  he  wa£  charged 
vilh  a  bndoesa  in  which  he  wai  b  rwvice  ;  that  he 
W  been  acqoainted  with  M.  TaUe^nuid,    <     *    ■ 

*  and  that  be  waa  mie  he  had  a  great  regard 
(or  [America^  and  ite  dtiieni ;  and  waa  vtrj  deai- 
tou  that  a  reconciliation  ahoiild  be  brought  abont 
vith  Fiance ;  that,  to  eSect  that  end,  he  waa  read;, 
if  it  waA  thought  proper,  to  aoggeat  a  plan,  oonfi- 
dentiall;,  that  H.  Tallejrud  ejected  would  answer 
Ihg  pQipotBi.  General  Pinckner  stid  he  ahoold  be 
^ii  to  heu  it  Mr.  X.  repued  that  the  Direc- 
Icfy.  and  parlicalBtlT  two  of  the  members  of  it,  were 
lueedingly  irritated  at  (ome  puaagei  of  the  Preii- 
denl')  Speech,  and  deaired  that  thej  ihonld  be  sofl- 
(oed,  tad  that  this  step  would  be  necessary  previons 

TbM,  bendai  this,  a  nun  (d' money 


Innad ; '  and  that  a  loan  would  alio  be  incited  on. 
U.  X.  said  if  we  acceded  to  these  measores,  H.  Tal- 
kjTaad  bad  no  doubt  that  all  our  diSeiences  with 
France  mi^t  be  acoommodated.  On  inijniry,  H.  X. 
innld  not  point  out  the  paitJcnlar  passages  of  the 
^«cfa  that  had  given  oBboce,  nor  the  qoBntam  of  the 
loan,  but  mentiCTed  that  the  doacenr  for  the  pocket, 
■as  twelve  hundred  tboutaod  livres,  abont  fiftj 
thouiand  poondi  sterling.  General  Pinckne;  told 
him,  that  his  colleagues  and  himself,  from  the  time 
rf  their  arrival  hen,  had  been  treated  with  great 
■ligbt  and  disrespect  t  that  thn  earnestly  wished  for 
peace  and  reconeillalion  with  France ;  and  had  been 


entmited  by  their  cxrantrj  with  very  great  powers  to 
obtain  these  ends  on  honormble  terms ;  that,  with  re- 
gard to  the  propoaitions  made,  he  ooold  not  even  odo- 
lider  of  them  before  he  bad  commnnicated  them  to 
his  oolleognes ;  that,  after  he  had  done  so,  he  slionid 
hear  (Vom  him.  Alter  a  communication  and  consul- 
tation had.  It  was  agraad  that  Geneial  Pinckney 
shonld  call  on  M.  X.  and  reqoest  him  to  make  bis 
propositjons  to  OS  all :  and,  forfearof  mistake  ormis- 
apprehensian,  that  he  ahoald  be  requested  Co  reduce  the 
heads  into  writing  Accordingly,  on  the  momiD^  of 
October  18,  General  Pinckney  caUed  on  M.  X.,  who 
consented  to  see  hii  coUoagt  e>  in  the  evening,  and  to 
redooe  his  propoaitioiu  to  writing.  He  said  his  com- 
mimication  waa  not  immediately  with  M  Talley- 
rand, bat  through  another  gentlenun  in  whom  M. 
TfJIeyrand  had  great  oonfideuoe.  Tliia  proved  aft«r< 
wards  to  be  M.  Y. 

At  six  in  the  evening,  H.  X.  came  and  left  with  na 
tbe  first  set  of  propoaitioni,  which,  translated  (nnn  the 
French,  are  oa  follows :  "  A  permn  who  possesses  the 
oonfidsuee  of  tlie  Directory,  on  what  reUtes  to  the  ^- 
fatrs  oT  America,  oraiviiiced  of  the  matnal  advontaicea 
whioh  wonld  resolt  from  tha  re-estahhshment  of  tlM 
good  ondarstanding  between  the  two  nations,  pio> 
poses  to  employ  all  of  his  influence  to  obtain  this  ob- 
ject. He  inll  assist  the  CommiaaiDners  of  tha  Uiuted 
Mates  in  bU  the  demanda  which  tbxj  may  have  to 
make  &om  the  Government  of  Franoe,  ioaamnch  *■ 
they  may  not  be  aontradiotoiy  to  those  which  he  pro- 
poses himself  to  make,  ar>d  of  which  the  principal 
will  be  oommonicated  confidentially.  It  is  desired 
that,  la  the  official  commanicationi,  there  sfaonld  be 
given  a  sofEening  turn  to  a  part  of  the  President's 
Speech  to  Congress,  which  has  caused  much  iititadon. 
It  is  feared,  that  in  not  satisfying  certain  iadividoals  in 
this  reelect,  theymaygive  way  toaUtheirresentment. 
The  nomination  <rf' Conunisdoners  will  be  oonseated  to 
on  the  same  footing  as  they  have  been  named  in  tha 
treaty  of  America  with  England,  to  deoide  on  the  re< 
clamations  which  individn^  may  make  oa  the  Govern- 
ment of  Franoe,  or  on  French  individuals.  Tbe  pay- 
menta  which,  agreeably  to  the  decinoni  of  the  Com- 
misaloaera,  shall  foil  to  the  ahare  of  the  Frenob  Gov- 
ernment, are  to  bo  advanced  by  the  American  Oov- 
ammqtit  itselC  It  is  denred  that  the  foods  which, 
:7V  this  means,  shall  eater  again  into  tin  Apierioan 
tnde,  should  be  employed  m  new  n^pliee  for  the 
French  colonies.  Engagements  of  this  naCore,  on  tha 
part  of  individuals  r«cluming,  will  always  hasten,  la 
all  probability,  the  dednoni  of  the  Freooli  Cainmis> 
lionera ;  and,  perhaps,  it  may  be  desired  that  thia 
cUusa  shoold  make  a  part  of  the  iustmotiODS  which 
tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  ahoidd  give  to 
the  Commissioners  they  may  choose.  Tha  French 
Government  denies,  besides,  to  obtain  a  loan  ttont 
the  United  States ;  bnt  so  that  that  should  not  give  anj 
jealousy  to  the  English  Government  nor  hurt  the  nen- 
trahty  of  the  United  States.  This  loan  shall  ba 
masked  by  stdpnlating,  that  the  Oovermnant  of  the 
United  States  consents  to  make  the  advances  fbt  the 
payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the  agents  of  tha 
French  Govemmeat  with  the  citiieas  of  the  United 
States,  and  nhieh  are  already  acknowledged,  aod  tbe 
payment  ordered  by  the  Directmry,  without  having 
been  yet  effijctnated.  There  should  be  delivered 
a  note  to  tbe  amount  of  these  debts.  Probably  this 
note  may  be  accompanied  by  osterudble  pieces,  whiob 
will  gnarautee  to  tha  ogeuti  tlie  reaponribility  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  case  any  nmbrage  should  oanee  an 
inquiry.    Thcire  shall  also  be  firrt  taken  from  thla 
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loui  oerUin  rami  for  tha  pnrpoM  of  making  tiis  ciL>- 
tomuy  diitribntkiiu  In  diplommtio  Bflkin."  TIw  par- 
ton  of  note  montionnl  ia  ths  mimitei,  vho  had  the 
Mnfidence  of  tbe  Diivctoi^,  he  Mid,  befbce  ni  all, 
VM  M.  T^TTknd.  The  ■mount  i^  the  loan  he 
ooold  not  (ucertatn  preciMlj.  bnt  nodentood  it  would 
be  iccoiding  to  our  abtlitj  to  paj.  Tbe  mm  which 
would  be  eondderod  ai  proper,  accoidiiiK  to  diplo- 
matic luage,  w»  abont  twelve  hundred  tbouaand 
Utt)».  He  oonid  not  >tate  to  ni  what  part*  of  the 
Prerident's  ipwch  were  exoepted  to,  bnt  nid  be  would 
inquire  and  inform  ub.  He  agreed  to  breakfast  with 
Mr.  Qerrj  the  morning  of  tbe  SIA,  in  order  to  make 
inch  explanaticHu  ■■  we  ]>ad  Uien  requeited,  or 
ihoold  think  proper  to  rnqoeM  ;  but,  on  the  moi^ng 
of  the  20th,  M.  X.  called,  and  saU  that  M.  Y^  tbe 
confidential  fnend  of  H.  TalleTraud,  inatead  of  com- 
municating witb  oi  tbiough  H.  X ,  would  lee  ni  him- 
wlf  and  make  the  necwsai?  exptonatiani.  We  ap- 
pointed to  meet  Um  &b  evuiing  of  the  20th  at  Mven 
o'clodc,  in  General  Hanball'i  room.  At  HTen, 
iS.  Y.  and  H.  X  entered ;  and  the  Bnt  mentiowd 
oentieman,  being  introduced  to  ite  u  the  confidential 
Siend  <i  M.  nllejrand,  immediatel;  Mated  to  at 
tte  favorable  impression  of  that  gentlemui  towards 
onr  oonntiy — ImpreiuoDi  which  were  made  hy  the 
UndnaH  and  oEfilltisi  he  had  perioiially  reeelTed  In 
America.  That,  imprcned  by  bis  solicitude  to  repay 
these  kindoMte^  he  was  willing  to  aid  as  in  tbe  pres- 
ent negotiation  by  his  good  offices  with  the  Direo- 
torj,  who  were,  he  ssid,  extremelj  iirilated  against 
tlie  GurenRoent  of  tbe  United  States,  on  account  of 
some  part*  c^  tiie  Prendent's  speech,  and  who  hod 
neither  acknowledged  nor  raceiTed  ns,  and  oonse- 
qnentlj  have  not  anthoriied  M.  Tallejirand  to  have 
any  oommimicaUon*  with  us.  The  minister  there- 
fore could  not  Me  oi  himself,  but  bad  anthoriied  his 
biend  H.  Y,  Id  oomnanieate  to  ns  certain  propoa- 
tious  and  to  recoEve  oar  answers  to  them ;  and  to 
pcDmise,  on  his  part,  that  if  we  wonld  engage  to  oon- 
iider  them  at  the  ba£s  of  tlie  propoaed  negodation, 
be  would  interoede  with  the  Directory  to  acknow- 
ledge US,  and  to  give  ns  a  pnUic  audience.  M.  T. 
ftUed  to  OS  eiplicitly  and  repeatedly,  ttiat  he  was 
elothed  with  do  authority ;  that  b«  wan  not  a  diplo- 
matic character ;  that  he  was  not  ■  ■  •  "  he  was 
only  the  &iend  of  H.  Talleyrand,  and  tniited  by  hiiTL ; 
Oat,  with  regard  to  hlmsalf,  he  had  •••  and  be 
•anestly  wished  well  to  the  United  States. 

On  nadins  tbe  lyaech  (Mr.  Adam^  to  CongT«u^) 
M.  Y.  dilated  Tc^  moeb  tmoa  the  keenness  of  the 
wntawDt  it  bad  prodsMd,  and  expatiatad  largely 
en  tbe  satiafkctko  be  said  was  indi^eniably  neoe*- 
mrj  ai  a  preliminary  to  oagotiatiaa.  "  Bat,  eaid  he, 
geotlaaeii,  I  wiU  not  dii^se  from  70a  that  this 
ntiifactlon  Imng  made,  the  enantial  part  of  the 
treaty  nmaini  to  be  adjusted ;  fl  faat  de  I'argent — 
il  fiuit  beMWOop  d*argeiit ;"  jwn  nuM  ptg  maieg,  you 
aswtHjramaC  dcoto/'MDngy.  He  ipoke  nrach  of 
tbe  brca,  the  honor,  and  the  jealona  repnblioan  pride 
cf  France;  and leprasentad  to  ns slroi^ly  tiie adran- 
tage  which  we  should  derive  tioas  the  neutrality  thus 
to  oe  pnicbawd.  He  i«d  that  tha  receipt  of  the 
money  might  be  •«  diignlsed  as  to  preveut  its  b^ 
conndered  M  a  breach  of  nentrality  by  Kiglund ; 
■nd  thus  save  as  tiDm  being  embndled  wi£  that 

K»er.    CmiMroiiig  tbe  twrin  htmdred  thoaiand 
naUttlewas  sak!)  that  bdng  ootnpletely  nndcr- 
MoodgOa  ail  ndea,  to  be  raqoiied  for  dieoffloenoftiM 
GoiTcnunent,  and,  tberelbre,  needing  no  (nithei 
plMistinn     Tbmt  proposations,  ha  h^  beii^ 


ridend  aa  tbe  admitted  bads  of  Ae  (woposed  ImiT, 
H.  T^ayrand  trusted  that,  by  his  infliHMe  *iib 
the  Directory,  te  oould  prerail  on  Ae  OoTenmunt 
to  receive  us.  We  asked  whether  we  were  lo  cmi- 
iider  It  as  certain,  that,  without  a  precious  stipalation 
to  the  eflbct  lequired,  we  wn«  not  to  be  ncsiTSd. 
He  answered  that  H.  Talleyraod  hinuelf  wai  su 
authorliad  to  speak  to  ni  tbe  will  of  ths  Dinclf^rr, 
and  consaqnenuy  could  bM  aotboriie  hini,  T^ 
conrenation  ooutinaed  until  half  after  nEne,  wlini 
they  left  us ;  having  engaged  to  breikfatt  wilb 
..  Ir.  Geny  the  tinit  morning. 

October  the  Zlst,  H.  X.  came  before  nine  o'clock ; 
M.  Y.  did  not  come  until  ten:  ha  had  patwd  tht 
mondiig  with  H.  Talleyruid.     After  bnakfast  tbs 


Here 


enKdto 


us,  that  we  wer^  nc4  yet  aolcnowledged  or 
that  the  DireiTtory  were  m  exasperated  agunn  on 
United  States,  as  to  have  come  to  a  determinitim  ta 
demand  fitim  us,  previous  to  our  reeeptin,  Ibois 
diiBTOWals,  reparations,  and  eiplanallona,  which  wtre 
stated  at  large  last  evening.  He  sud  that  M.  Til- 
leyrand  aod  himself  were  extremely  sensible  of  As 
p^n  wa  must  feel  in  complying  witii  this  dsmiiid ; 
bnt  that  the  Directory  would  not  dispeoM  wiAil; 
tiiat,  therefore,  we  must  connder  it  as  tbe  indli^ieii- 
sable  preliminary  to  obtAln  our  reception,  nnlus  1 
could  find  the  means  to  change  their  detenniiutita 
in  this  particular;  that  if  wa  satisfied  tha  Direrlory 
in  these  particnlan,  a  letter  would  be  w  ' 


1  the   e 


and  10  km* 


whether  we  were  aathorizad  to  place  them  pred»- 
ly  on  the  same  footing  with  England.  We  nqmxd 
an  eiplaoatioD  of  that  part  of  the  conrartstioa,  ul 
i^ch  H.  T.  had  hinted  at  Our  finding  meau  tD 
avert  the  demand  oonoeming  tbe  President's  ^ttdi 
He  answered,  that  be  was  not  autboriied  to  statl 
those  meana,  but  that  wa  mast  aeareh  for  Iheiu  snj 
propose  them  onraelves.  If^  however,  wa  isk<d  Ui 
opinion  aa  a  private  individual,  and  would  teeei<* 
it  as  coming  from  bim,  he  would  anggetl  to  a)  tbi 
means  which,  in  his  ofrinion,  would  succeed.  Oi 
being   asked  to   suggest  the  means,  he  mimtd, 


tha  King  ;  that  t 
maintained  in  the  manner  before  reqmred,  aolcai  vt 
rabstitnted,  in  the  place  of  these  repantioni,  ans- 
thing,  perhaps  more  valuable,  that  was  money.  H* 
said,  further,  that  if  we  desired  him  to  pajnt  Mt  di* 
sum  which  he  believed  would  be  saliAetayi  ^ 
wonld  do  so.  We  requested  him  te  proeael ;  sad 
he  s«d  that  there  wore  thirty-two  mnbons  </  flwia^ 
of  Dutch  inscriptions,  worth  ten  shiHiiigi  in  Ibepcon^ 
which  might  be  aarigned  to  ns  at  twenty  shiilingi 
in  the  poimd  ;  and  he  proceeded  to  state  to  as  tit 
certunty  that,  after  a  peace,  tike  Dutch  Oovenuneiil 
would  repay  at  the  money ;  to  that  we  sboold  tbi- 
malely  lote  nothing,  and  tbe  only  (^oration  rf  tbt 
measure  would  be,  an  advance  tnm  as  to  FraM* 
of  thirty-two  millioni,  on  the  credit  of  tha  Gorsm- 
ment  of  Holland.  We  asked  lum  whether  ibt  £1^ 
thooaand  ponndi  sterling  as  a  dometmr  to  lb*  Dino 
tory,  must  be  la  addition  to  tUt  torn.  HoaiB«rel 
in  the  afflrmative.  We  told  bun  that,  eti  the  tatjict 
of  Uia  treaty,  we  bad  no  beutatioa  in  ^7^^ 

proMaed  topi^  we 
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in  of  Dnteh  imoriptioiu, 
taj  other  fiimi,  Is  not  within  the  litnlti  ct  our  io- 
MmetioDa;  spon  thii  poinC,  therefore,  tht  Qoreni- 
mrat  mnit  be  consulted  ;  one  of  the  AmoricAD  Mlo- 
ktoi  win,  for  tbs  pnrpon,  farthvitb  embaik  for 
Ammo;  prorided  tba  Diraotorr  will  gn^nd  all 
fDrtber  captnrw  on  Amerion  Ten«lt|  uid  will  ru- 
pnd  jMuixulingi  on  thoK  Blreadjr  captnnd,  u  well 
Then  Ibn  Iuitb  been  ■Ireidj  ooudemiied,  u  where 
Ah  deel^ona  han  not  jet  been  jvodered;  and 
flut  when  Hiea  hsTs  been  mada,  bnt  the  monej  not 
jM  reouiad  bj  tbe  eutor^  It  Alii  not  be  jwid  nntil 
tta  preUminaij  qneMmuv  p«poaed  to  die  Ifinliten 
flfibe  United  States,  be  diKDwed  and  decided;' 
lAIdi  wu  lead  at  a  rerbal  annrar,  and  we  told 
tiMm  lb*;  might  oopj  It  if  tbey  pleuad.  H.  Y.  »» 
fbiBii  to  do  H) ;  bii  diuf^intmant  wu  apparent ; 
ki  nid  we  mated  the  monaj  part  of  the  propoutioQ 
■1  if  it  had  praoeeded  fiom  tbe  Directon ;  lAiereai, 
ia&ct,  it  did  not  proceed  even  &om  the  Miniate?, 
bat  wai  onlj  a  nggeHian  tnaa  hinuelT,  at  a  enheti- 
tete  to  ba  pnpoaed  bj  na,  in  <nder  to  avoid  the 
paioAd  aokonrledgment  that  the  Director]'  h^  ^ 
tmnioed  to  demand  of  n^  It  wa*  told  him  that  we 
nnderKood  that  matter  perfeotlj ;  that  we  knew  ^ 
pnpodtiim  waa  in  form  to  be  oon ;  bnt  that  !t  came 
inliitinrieTly  from  the  ^niiter.  We  aikad  what 
had  led  to  oar  [caMnt  eonvenatitni  ?  And  General 
Fbcknnr  than  npeated  the  first  conunnntoation  From 
H.  X,  (to  the  whole  of  which  that  geotleman  aa- 


Kn  author]^ ;  bat  that,  relTins  on  the  fair  oharao- 
rs  the;  bra«,  we  bad  bdiered  £eiD  whan  the;  said 
*7  were  from  the  Mlmttei,  and  bad  oonvened  with 
em,  in  like  manner,  as  if 
.TaUejTtiid  himself;  an 

■der  anj  nggeation  U.  Y. 

been  preriooalj  appnnred 


«  ooQTeisiog  with 


&om  authori^ ;  bat  that,  relTing  on  the  &ii  i 
tersr  -■  "      '"  ■       -' 

tbeot,  iolike _    ... 

JL  TaUejTtiid  himself;  and  that 

■tion  U.  Y.  had  made  a*  not  having 
it  ^  If  he  did  not 

answer,  we  bad  no  wish  that  he  shonld  do  so  ;  and 
farther,  if  he  cboas  to  gire  the  aoiwer  to  lu*  propo- 
rtion the  form  of  a  propositioa  from  omselves,  we 
raid  onlr  (eD  him  that  we  had  do  other  pr^osition 
0  anj  advaaos  <f  monej  on  onr 


tad  that  Fraooehad       „       _    ^ .^  __    ,_  _ 

fainat  the  Uidted  State*,  that  oa  those  nlijecli  we 
ante  fcllf  pnpuvd,  and  wen  not  a  Utile  torprlsed 
bfind  FrmnDc  nnwilling  to  heai  ns ;  and  making  ds- 
Qanda  npoo  ns  wliich  eonld  never  have  been  snqwct- 
>d  by  oar    Gorenuuent,  and  wUeh  had  the  aniear- 


■ua    ot  oan  baing  Iht  aggiwalng  pai^. 
»Hiiiw  still    hbnself  vdiemenfl;  on  Uie  reaenb 
^anoe;  mnd  Dompluned  til*'    '  -■     *     ' 


perftemed  bj  Oie  Dlractoryttself;  that  he  oonU  not 
%km  cfaaige  of  loeb  pnjwdtion*;  and  that  the 
bjnetoiT  would  parnat  in  its  demand  of  those  repa- 
ntiODa  which  he  at  first  stated.  We  answered  that 
»«  coold  not  help  it ;  It  was  Ibr  the  Dlrectoiy  to 
iWlw  mi  I  Ml  what  conrae  bs  own  honor  and  the  intei^ 
nta  of  France  raqnired  it  to  pnrsiia  ;  it  was  for  ns 
lo  gDBid  tiie  intsreat  and  honor  of  onr  countrT,  H. 
T.  obeerved  that  we  had  taken  no  notice  irf  the  first 
fcnoeilfaH^  which  wia  to  know  whether  we  were 
Msd;  to  nwfca  dta  Aaannral,  vepaimtion^  and  axpla- 


nadoDS,  coneentlng  the  Preddent'i  aprach.  We  told 
farm  that  we  snpposed  it  to  be  ImpiMoUe  that  etihar 
he,  or  the  Minister,  oonld  Ima^ne  that  snch  a  pro- 
position coald  require  an  answer;  that  we  did  not 
nnderatand  it  as  }#iag  aeriortalj  expected  ;  bnt  mere- 
I7  u  IntrodiiDtorr  to  the  lobjects  ofreal  consideration. 
He  spoke  of  tbe  respect  which  the  Direotmj  re- 
qnirtd,  and  repeated  that  it  wonid  exact  as  mnch  aa 
was  paid  to  tbe  aDcient  kings.  We  answered  that 
Arnarica  bad  demonstrated  to  the  world,  and  espe- 
dallj  to  France,  a  moch  greater  respect   for  her 


which  oof^t  to  be  reqnbed,  that  we  were  not  readj 
to  give.  He  said  ttiat  we  shonld  certainly  not  b« 
nceived ;  and  seemed  to  shodder  at  the  omseqoencea. 
We  told  him,  that  America  had  mada  ever;  possible 
eflbn  to  remun  on  Meodlj  terms  with  France — that 
aha  waa  sUU  msking  them,  that  if  Frvnce  would  not 
bear  ns,  bnt  wonld  make  war  on  tbe  United  States, 
nothing  remained  for  ns  hot  to  regret  the  unaTtdd- 
■ble  aeoeaait;  cf  deftndli^  onnslree.    [OeL  22. 

No.   2. 

OcTonn  «7, 1797. 
About  twelve  we  received  another  vidt  from  H. 
X.  He  Immediatelj  mentioned  the  graal  event  bih 
oonnced  in  tbe  papera,  and  than  said,  fliat  some  pn>- 
poaali  from  na  had  bem  expected  on  the  subject  00 
irhiah  we  had  befor*  convused;  that  Qi«  DIreotoiT 
were  becoming  impadent,  and  wonld  take  a  detndad 
comae  with  resnnl  to  America,  if  we  ocold  not 
soften  them.  We  answered,  that  on  that  snbjeot 
we  had  already  spoken  explicitlj,  and  had  DCtnlag 
fnrther  to  add.  He  menUoned  tba  change  In  tha 
state  cf  tilings  wUeh  had  been  produced  by  tbe  peao* 
with  the  Empermv  ai  warranting  an  ezpectati«n  «i 
■  cbangB  in  our  ^item ;  to  wUeh  we  only  t«pU*d, 
that  tua  event  had  been  expected  by  na,  and  wonld 
not,  in  any  degree,  aSbct  onr  oondoeL  _  H.  X.  nrgej, 
that  the  Directory  had,  dace  this  peace,  Inken  a 
higher  and  more  decided  tone  with  reqiect  to  ns,  and 
aU  other  uantral  nations,  than  had  been  before  taken  } 
that  it  had  been  determined,  that  all  natiooa  ahonld 
aid  them,  or  be  otmaldered  and  treated  a*  their  taiea 
mies.  We  answered,  that  snob  an  efibot  had  alieadj' 
been  oontemplated  by  ns,  aa  probable,  and  had  not 
been  overlooked  when  we  gave  to  thia  propcdlkit 
onr  decided  answer ;  and  further,  that  wa  Iiad  no 
power*  to  negotiate  for  a  loan  of  money ;  that  OUT 
Government  bad  not  contemplated  sodi  a  drmnli- 
stanoe  In  any  degree  whatever ;  that  if  we  shoold 
sldpnlala  a  loan,  it  would  be  a  perfectly  void  tUi^ 
and  would  only  deceive  France,  and  expose  onnelvea. 
H.  X.  agun  expatiated  <m  the  power  and  riolena*  tt 
France ;  he  nrged  the  danger  of  onr  sitoMiaB,  Mil 
pressed  the  policy  of  softening  them,  and  of  thereby 
obtaining  time.  M.  X.  agun  retnmed  to  tiieniMeot 
ol  ntooej.  Said  he,  yon  do  not  qMak  to  tike  point; 
it  is  money  :  it  Is  expected  that  yon  wHI  oftr  monej; 
Wa  aaid  that  we  had  apokan  to  that  point  very  ax- 

CUcitly :  we  bad  f^ven  an  answer.  No,  aaJd  he,  you 
ava  not :  what  is  your  answer  ?  We  replied,  it  I* 
no ;  no  ;  not  a  tixpenoe.  He  again  calt^  oar  at- 
tention to  the  dangers  which  throalened  our  oonnliy, 
and  aslced,  if  it  would  not  he  pmdent,  thongh  we 
might  not  make  a  loan  to  the  nation,  to  interest  an 
in&iential  friend  in  our  favor.  He  said  we  ongbt  to 
consider  what  men  we  had  to  twat  with;  that  thej 
disregarded  tha  jnsHoe  of  onr  claims,  and  the  reason- 
%  widiwUchwemi^t  Report  them;  that  th^ 


dbyGoo^Ie 


ABBIDOMEKT  OV  THE 


ditreguded  their  own  colonies,  and  uoiuiilered  thsm- 
telTU  u  perfectly  iDTnlnerable  with  reipect  to  ai ; 
tlikC  we  coald  aaly  icqaire  ku  iuterett  amoiig  them 
by  ■  jadicioiu  appUcatiDii  of  money,  and  it  was  for 
01  to  oonader,  whether  the  sitnation  of  our  connti7 
did  not  leqoire  that  theie  meani  ihonld  be  resorted  to. 
He  s^d  tbat  all  the  memben  of  the  Din-ctoiy 
were  not  disponed  to  reoeive  our  numey ;  th&t  liferlin, 
Cbr  initance,  was  paid  from  aoother  qnarter,  and 
wonid  touch  no  put  of  the  doncenr  which  was  to 
oome  bom  as,  We  replied,  tbat  we  had  nudentood 
tbat  Merlin  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  primteers ; 
■nd  he  nodded  an  assent  to  the  fact  Ha  pioceeded 
to  press  this  enbject  with  vast  pernveiBnce.  He 
told  u*  that  we  had  paid  money  to  obtain  pcEKe  with 
the  AlgeiiDes  and  with  the  Indians;  and  that  it 
was  doing  no  more  to  pay  France  for  peace.  To 
this  it  was  anawered,  that  when  our  Goremment 
oomnienead  a  tiea^  with  either  Algien  or  the  In- 
dian tribes,  it  was  nnderatood  that  money  was  to 
fotm  the  bans  of  the  treaty,  and  was  its  eueotial  arti- 
cle ;  that  the  whole  nation  knew  it,  and  was  preparsd 
to  expect  it  &a  a  thins  of  conrse  ;  bnt  that  In  treat- 
ing with  Franca,  oar  Goremment  had  aapposed  that 
a  proportion,  such  aa  ha  Bpoke  of,  would,  if  made  by 
us,  gire  mortaj  oflenoa.  He  asked  if  out  Govem- 
juent  did  not  know  that  nothing  was  to  be  obtuned 
here  without  money?  We  replied,  that  our  Qorem- 
mant  had  not  even  lospected  cnch  s  state  cf  things. 
HeappesrediuiprisedBtit,  and  said,  tbat  there  waanot 
an  American  in  Paris  who  could  not  hare  giren  tbat 
iDlormation.  The  oonnrsatioa  eoatinaed  for  nearly 
two  honri;  and  the  pnblio  and  prirate  adranoe  of 
money  was  preaaed  and  ra-presied  in  k  variety  t^ 
forms.  At  laiuth  M.  X.  said  tbat  he  did  not  blame 
o* ;  that  our  delerminadon  was  certainly  proper,  if 
we  conld  keep  it ;  bnt  be  ahoved  dsoidedly  his  opin- 
ion to  he  that  we  ooold  not  keep  It  He  said  that  be 
a-ould  oommnnicate,  as  nearly  as  be  oaold,  our  coo' 
venation  to  the  Minister,  or  to  H.  Y,  to  be  given  by 
him  to  the  tUoiUar ;  we  are  not  ceitun  which.  We 
then  separated.  On  the  22d  of  October,  M.  Z.,  a 
French  gantlaman  of  re^wdable  character,  infoimsd 
Hr.  Oerry,  that  H.  TaUeyiand,  Uiniiter  of  Foreign 
BelatioDs,  who  prvfesaed  to  be  well-disposed  towards 
die  United  Statea^  had  eipecteil  to  have  seen  the 
American  MiniMera  A^nently  In  their  private  ca- 
pacities; and  to  have  eoofened  with  them  indi- 
vidually on  the  otject  of  their  misdon ;  and  had 
anthorued  M.  Z.  to  make  tlus  oommimicaticm  to 
Mr.  Oerry.  The  latter  aeaC  for  his  ocJleagoes ;  and 
a  eonjereooe  was  held  with  H.  Z.  on  the  ant^t ; 
iu  which  General  Finckney  and  General  Manhall 
expressed  their  opinions,  that,  not  being  acquaiulod 
with  U.  Talleyrand,  they  could  not,  witb  proprie?, 
call  on  him ;  but  that,  according  to  the  cnstom  of 
France,  he  mi^t  expect  this  of  Ui.  Gerry,  ham  a 
jnevions  aoqauntanoe  in  America.  This  Mr.  Geny 
reluctantly  complied  with  on  the  28d,  and  with  M. 
Z.  called  on  M.  Talleyrand,  who,  not  being  then  at 
bis  office,  appointed  the  28th  for  the  interriew.  Af- 
ter the  first  introdndjon,  M.  Talleyrand  began  the 
conference.  He  said  that  the  Directory  had  passed  an 
tniA,  which  he  offered  for  pemsal,  in  iWiich  they 
had  demanded  of  the  Fnvt^  an  explanadon  of  gome 
part,  and  a  reparation  for  others,  of  the  Pcaiident'a 
speech  to  Congress,  of  tba  IGth  of  May:  he  was 
•ansible,  he  said,  that  difficulties  would  exist  on  the 
part  of  the  Envoys  rolativ*  to  this  demand;  but  that 
by  thur  (dbring  money,  ha  thooght  he  conld  preTecl 
Iba  efbct  of  the  antt.    U.  Z.,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 


Gerry,  having  stated  tbat  the  Envies  have  no  soch 
powers,  M.  Talleyrand  replied,  they  can,  In  loch  a 
case,  take  a  power  on  themselves ;  and  ptt^raaui  Ibul 
they  should  make  a  loon.  A  courier  anivizig  tt  tlui 
moment  from  Italy,  and  M.  TallEvrand  appesiiog 
impatient  to  read  the  letters,  Mr.  Genv  twJclesva 
of  him  immediately.  He  followed  to  the  door,  and 
desired  M.  Z.  to  repeat  to  Hr.  Oeny  what  he,  U. 
Talleyrand,  had  said  to  him.  Mr.  Ganj  Ihui  re- 
turned to  his  qnorten  with  M.  Z ,  took  down  tlM  , 
particulan  of  thia  interview,  aa  before  ttatsil,  smt 
for  Gens.  Pinokney  and  Harsball,  and  read  it  to 
them  in  the  presence  of  U.  Z.,  who  lOonfinDcd  it. 
Generalii  Pinckney  and  Marahall  then  datirnd  H.  Z. 
to  inform  M.  TalleyiBod  that  they  had  nothing  t« 
add  to  this  ramference,  and  did  not  wish  that  the 
an^  might  be  delayed  on  their  aooonnL 

Oomm  a. 
H.  X.  again  called  upon  ni.  He  a^d  H.  Talley- 
rand was  extiamely  anxioas  to  be  of  service  to  ni, 
and  had  reqaeited  that  one  more  eSbrt  ahoaldbe  mida 
to  induce  ua  to  enable  him  to  be  BO.  A  great  deal  of  tbe 
some  conversation  which  had  passed  at  our  (bnner 
interviews  was  repeated.  He  said  that,  without  llui 
money,  we  shoold  be  obliged  to  qnit  Paris  ;  end  that 
we  ought  to  consider  the  conseqnencea :  the  pmpa^j 
of  tlie  Amerioons  would  be  confiscated,  and  their  n^ 
sell  in  port  embanoed.  We  told  him  that,  nai»s 
thera  was  a  hope  of  a  real  reconeiliatioa,  thm  rWU 
conld  not  be  prevented  by  ns  ;  and  the  little  dilsy 
that  we  might  obtain  wonld  only  inoreaae  them ;  that 
onr  misaion  had  indnced  many  of  onr  comitrymea  lo 
tmM  their  vessels  in  the  ports  of  France ;  and  if  n 
remained  at  Paris,  that  very  oircnmstance  would  in- 
crease their  number ;  and,  conseqiiently,  the  injury 
which  onr  conntrymen  would  sustain,  if  France  eoold 
permit  herself  so  to  violate  her  own  engagemaal)  and 
the  laws  of  natious.  He  expressed  a  wiab,  that  U,  T , 
shonUl  see  ns  once  more.  We  told  him  that  a  vi^t 
from  M.  T.,  as  a  private  gentleman,  would  slvaji 
be  agreeable  to  ns  ;  bnt  if  he  came  only  with  tlie 
expectation  that  we  ihonld  atipolate  advance!  of 
money,  without  previously  establishing  a  solid  and 
permanent  rBConcillalJon,  he  might  save  himself  tbs 
tronble  of  the  application,  becanae  it  was  a  anlytet 
we  had  oonudered  matnrely,  and  on  which  we  iree 
immovable.  He  parted  wi^  ua,  taring,  if  diat  was 
the  case,  it  would  not  be  worth  wbile  Ibr  M.  Y.  to 
come.  In  the  evening,  while  Generml  Pinckney  snd 
General  Hardiall  were  absent,  H.  Y.  aad  H.  X. 
colled,  and  were  invited  by  Mr.  Gerry  to  breaklsM 
with  ni  the  next  mi^ning. 

OeioaaM 


Immediatelr  a 
med.    M.Y.  IE 


I  ni,  t^  proposing  Bomethii^  whiok 

„  _    modate   Om  diabrenoee   betwesn  tbs 

two  nations;  that  what  ha  was  now  aboaltD  men- 
tion, bad  not,  by  any  means,  the  ^pcubatioa  </  the 
Diiw^tory ;  nor  couid  M.  TalleyraDd  nndiirtnLe  fur- 
ther than  to  make  from  ua  the  propontioB  to  tht 
Directory,  and  nse  his  ioflneooa  for  its  sucoea ;  tbst, 
last  week,  M.  Talleyrand  conld  not  have  ventnied  to 
have  offiind  such  propodtions ;  bnt  that  hit  atnalioa 
hod  been  reiy  materially  chaufod  by  the  pasn  milk 
the  Emperor ;  by  that  peace  he  had  aoqoired,  ia  a 
highd4;ree,  the  confidence  of  tha  Direcloiy,  and  no* 
poMets^  gnat  iuflnence  with  that  body;  ttalbeina 
also  closely  oonneoted  with  Bnon^arte  aaddN  Gan- 
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Rik  of  tbe  Aimj  in  Ilalj,  ud  ma  to  be  eoDudered 
u  final;  fixed  in  hU  pott,  at  IsMt  for  five  or  lix 
BBiitlit;  thU,  under  Uieae  cSmiiiKtiuice^  he  could 
lodeftikB  to  ofier,  in  onr  behalf)  propositioiu  whicb, 
lefun  thia  inereaM  of  Inflaeoce,  he  could  not  have 
huwded.  H.  Y.  then  called  our  sttantlon  to  ooi 
am  KlutioD,  aod  to  tbe  fbice  France  wai  capable 
1^  bringing  to  bear  Qpon  nt.  He  uid  that  ws  were 
Ibe  best  j^gei  of  onr  eapBcily  to  reiiit,  w  (kr  a>  de- 
ptnded  m  onr  own  raaoorcu,  and  ought  not  to  de- 
'erire  onmlTSi  on  to  iotentting  a  snlyQCt  The  f^te  of 
Yuiicewaaoiie  whichtnight^aU  the  United  Statai. 


"nM  American  BCnuten  detanniaed  to  bare  no 
am  it  tbsM  cmfeteneee,  and  broke  tbam  off  alto- 
|tthn;  but  dnrtly  after,  they  w«re  approcahod  1d- 
direcll;  ud  in  a  new  waj,  aa  Unu  det^led  hj  Qtsa- 
tnl  Finckne;  to  Ui  Ooramment : 

On  the  14th  tS  December,  VL  X.  caUed  on  me, 
in  order,  ai  be  eald,  to  gain  lome  information  rel- 
■tire  to  acme  landa  in  •  ■  • ,  pnrchaied  by  •  •  •  , 
ft*  whom  *  *  *.  Sooa  afterwarda,  Qeneral  Har- 
diall  came  in,  and  then  Mr,  Geny^a  carriage  droTe 
into  dw  yard.  Here  i>  Mr.  Geny,  miA  General 
UarduIL  I  am  glad  of  it,  ea!d  M.  X.,  for  I  wiihed 
to  BHti  all  of  joa  gentlemen,  to  infbim  yon  Uiat  U. 
Y.  bad  another  meniage  to  yon  from  M.  TallcTrand. 
I  immediately  eipreraad  mj  nupriie  at  it,  ai  H. 
Talleyrand,  H.  T.,  and  be,  uH  knew  onr  determina- 
tion  to  bare  no  fhrther  oommnnicatioa  on  tbo  mb- 
JKt  of  onr  million  nth  peraoni  not  officially  anthor- 
iad.  He  replied,  that  determinatioD  wai  made  lix 
■•eti  ago;  and  it  wai  prnnmsd  that  we  had 
cbiB^  cor  opinion.  laaid  that  I  bad  not,  and 
I  did  not  beliBTe  my  ooUeagnee  had.  At  that  mO' 
meiit  Hr.  Geny  entered  the  lOom,  aod  I  prirately 
aapaioled  him  with  tbe  olgect  of  M.  X.'i  visit. 
Gcsenl  HanhaU,  B£r.  Gerry,  aod  myHli;  then  witb- 
inw  into  another  room,  and  immediately  agreed  to 
•dbere  to  onr  ibrmer  resohition.  M.  X.  wai  then 
otOed  in ;  lAen  I  acqnaintod  Mm,  in  a  few  wordi, 
viib  onr  detonainalum ;  and  Hr.  Geny  expatiated 
Bve  at  larga  on  tbe  ^iipriety  of  onr  acting  in  this 
namwr,  and  on  the  TBI?  nnpleoedented  way  m  which 
we  had  been  treated  linee  ooi  arrivaL 

Od  Oie  20t]i  of  December,  a  la4y,  who  is  well 
•c^siiDted  with  M.  Talleyniid,  expressed  to  me  her 
coDcem  that  ve  were  still  in  so  nnsettled  a  ntnatioD ; 
bd,  addi  she,  wby  will  yon  not  lend  ni  money  ?  If 
yon  would  but  make  ai  a  loan,  all  matlen  would  be 
a^DMed ;  and,  ihe  added,  when  you  were  0ODt«nding 
£>  your  icToInlion,  we  lent  you  mouey.  I  mentioned 
thg  my  great  diflbreuce  there  wai  between  tbe  stt- 
U&n  of  the  two  oooutriea  at  that  period  and  tbe 
pnoait,  and  Qie  reiy  different  circumstances  under 
which  the  loan  was  made  ns,  and  the  loan  wai  now 
demuided  from  as.  She  retried,  we  do  not  make  a 
demand;  we  think  it  more  delicate  that  the  olhi 
■bonld  oome  trom  you :  bnt  M.  Talleyrand  haj  men- 
tiaied  to  me  (who  am  mrely  not  in  hii  confidence) 
tte  Deeeuity  of  your  making  ni  a  loan ;  and  I  know 
b«  be  has  mendoned  it  to  two  or  three  others ;  and 
that  yoa  have  boen  informed  of  it ;  and  I  will  asmre 
yoQ  that,  if  yon  remain  here  six  monthi  longer,  you 
wmld  not  advanoa  a  single  itep  fiiFlher  in  your  nego- 
fiMioni  without  a  loan.  If  Chat  is  the  case,  I  replied, 
*s  may  as  well  go  away  now.  Why  that,  possibly, 
isid  she,  might  lead  to  a  rupture,  which  yon  had  bct- 
t(r  aTcsd;  lor  we  know  we  have  a  very  coniideiable 
;ait;  in  America,  who  an  strongly  in  oui  intei«st. 


The  AmericBD  Envoys  having  repnlied  all  these 
attempts,  and  leAuad  to  listen  longer  to  these  ioter- 
mediaries,  two  of  them  (Hesare.  Hnckney  aod  Msi^ 
shall)  were  furnished  with  tbmr  passports,  and  left 
Vnn'M,  Mr.  Geny  remuned,  and  nnderwent  many 
attnnpti  to  be  inveigled  into  a  separate  negotiation, 
a]]  of  which  fuled.  In  tbe  mean  time,  (for  half  a 
year  had  now  been  consumed  in  this  intrigue,)  the 
despatches  of  tbe  American  Ministers  had  bwrams 
poblio,  exdtii^  every  «4ieTe  odium  tqion  tbe  Direo- 
torial  Government.  The  occasion  required  them  to 
say  •ometbing,  wMoh  Talleyrand  undertook,  and  had 
tbe  "  OBparalleled  efftentery,"  as  eipiesMd  by  Jb. 
Pickeiii^,  ta  alRet  Ignorance  of  the  whole  a^ur,  to 
demand  the  nanei  of  tbe  enigmatical  persanagesj 
(X,  Y.,  Z.,)  and  of  the  "  wmaH "  that  reinforced 
them ;  and  to  prononnoe  the  whole  the  imposture  of 
some  intriguers  taking  advantage  i/  the  state  of  in- 
latton  in  which  the  tflnisters  lived  to  tiy  and  wheedle 
them  ont  of  money.  Upon  this  disavowal,  Hr.  Pick- 
ering remailu : 

Altbongfa  the  EuvoyV  despatahea,  and  the  facts 
and  circumstances  bereinbefbie  Mated,  cannot  leave 
a  donbt  that  X.,  aa  well  u  Y.  and  Z.,  was  weU 
known  to  Mr.  Talloyrand,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  add, 
that  on  the  2d  of  December,  X^  Y.,  and  Z.,  dined 
together  at  Mr.  Tallejnand's,  hi  company  with  Mr. 
Gerry;  and  that,  after  rising  from  the  table,  the 
money  proportions,  whioh  bad  before  been  made, 
were  repeated,  in  the  mom  and  in  the  pr«ience^ 
though,  perhaps,  not  in  the  bearing,  of  Mr.  Tall^- 
rand.  Mr.  X.  pnt  tbe  question  to  Hr.  Gerry  in  dl- 
mct  teons.  nther  "  wheUier  tbe  Envoyt  woold  now 
give  the  donetar,'  or  "  whether  they  had  got  the 
money  ready."  Mr,  Geny,  very  justly  ofibnded,  an- 
swered posicjvely  in  the  negative,  and  the  oooversa- 
tion  dropped. 

Hr.  Z.,  who  has  avowed  bimielf  to  be  Mr.  Hanta- 
val,  was  tbe  person  who  firM  made  known  to  tbe 
Envoys  the  Uinistar's  deura  to  confer  with  them  lo- 
dividoally  on  the  objects  of  their  miuion.  He  it 
was  who  first  introduced  Mr.  Geny  to  Mr,  Taneyrantl, 
and  served  as  the  interpreter  of  their  conversations; 
and  in  his  letter  to  Hr.  Talleyrand,  at  tbe  close  of 
Mr.  Gerry't  docoment,  No.  85,  be  announces  blmielf 
to  be  the  agent  of  tbe  Hinistw,  to  make  oommnni- 
cations  to  the  Envoys, 

TIm  senntian  which  these  details  irresistibly  ex- 
cite Is  that  of  astonisbmBUt  at  the  nnparalleled  ef- 
frontery of  Mr.  TallmBod,  in  demanding  of  Hr. 
Gerry  the  names  of  X.,  Y.,  and  Z.,  aftsr  Y.  had 
accompanied  him  on  a  visit  to  the  Minister,  i^tb 
whom  the  conversadon  de^ed  in  the  printed  de- 
spatches then  paned,  and  who  then  ainired  Mr. 
Gerry  "  that  tbo  hiformatioii  Mr,  Y.  bad  given  him 
was  just,  and  might  alwayi  be  relied  on ; '  after  Z. 
had  In  the  fint  instance  introdnoed  Mr.  Geny  to  tbe 
Minister,  and  served  as  their  mntnal  inlaiprater,  and 
when  the  oonvenation  between  them  had  also  been 
stated  in  deapatobea ;  and  after  X.,  Y.,  and  Z.  had 
all  dined  tcfjether  with  Mr.  Ge^  at  Mr.  Talley- 
rand's table,  on  rising  from  which  X.  and  Y.  renewed 
the  proposition  about  the  money  I  The  very  circum- 
stances of  Mr.  Talleyrand's  being  continnBd  in  office 
after  tbe  aooonnt  of  these  intrignea  liad  been  pnb- 
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Billed  to  tbe  wtaU  it  s  dx^Ts  proof  tluit  thej  mra 
oommeooad  ud  c&rried  iHi  with  tbs  piivitj  and  by 
tbe  iBeret  orders  of  tlie  Diisotoiy.  It  mu  to  Moom- 
pliih  Eke  object  of  theu  intngne*  that  flie  Ameiioui 
EnToyiime  kept  atPariiimrBDcdved  ax  moathi  after 
dieir  credentiali  had  been  laid  bdbre  th*  DiiBotory; 
and  it  ira*  onhbecaniathey  were  nipatior  to  thoae  io- 
trignea,  and  tbat  no  hqiea  rtmaiaad  of  wlieedliiis  or 
terril^ng  tLem  Into  ■  com^uicc^  that  two  of  iSeta 
Vere  then  wot  Awaj,  and  irilh  mariu  of  tnmlt  and 

Tlw  DinotoiT  It  Aat  than  wont  Bam^  Heriln, 


SUjea,  Gohlar,  and  Bogar  Daooa, — vhoaa  gannaat 
Baou^)att«  aooa  after  omthrew,  and  dnm  tht  tn 
&it  bom  Fiance,  widi  tho  e[nthet  "  reOm  '  af^litd 
todiem.  Th«  AaianoaoMinlftaiwon  aemoTtd^ 
•oms  of  ttiair  oontemporailaa  Sir  HrtanlBg  to  Am 
tabaltsin  ageota,  bat  die?  had  Talid  ivaaoiu  tbrtbeii 
ooQdDct :  first,  to  SToid  the   (iutltar  threateaed  it- 

Hail  fUlow-dtkeoi  at  hrane  bj  esporing  As  oar- 
nqitioo  of  tb*  (tiwn)  Fimch  Q 
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SIXTH  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BEQUM    AT  THE  CUT  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  2    1799, 


LIBT  OF  MEKBEB 


M«Mr»-EauTbtUiiHr.  TnUnn  H.  TOIm. 
JbrjianA— Jaba  K.  Bowaid,  Jamc*  Uofd. 
FIpgMo.— SUnH  T.  Uhhi,  WtUon  C.  NhAolu. 
Artt  OuvHiHi.— TlnKtbr  Bloodwonh,  JeHS  Tru 

JHtt  (broUiM.— OktUb  Plnckaar,  Juob  Sad. 
ffor^— A.  Bildvlii,  JraiM  OuniL 
TwuMH— JoHpb  AndmoD,  TnUun  Coeka. 


rnMML— IbttiMV  IfOB,  Lmi&  UriIi. 

KimnrlmtMt.—BaatT  Bwtlatt,  PhvnMl  Bbhop,  SUu 
I«.Lnl  LtDoilD,  Bamncl  Lfmu,  Hurtaan  O.  OUl,  Jobn 
Iwl.  T.  S^dfwlek,  amiBal  Banll,  a«oiB*  Thataho',  Jo«^ 
LTninti,  F.  VaAvoHh,  Lsnmol  WmiHiu. 

Audi  Iilimd, — John  Bmn,  0;  6.  ChunpUn. 

OmMcNnit.— JonaUw  BnM^  Sonad  W.  I>«u,  Joba 


d,  a  SoodiliAiUnii  OoodiMi, 


Dnuport,  VUUimXi 
BotUT  Qrtfwald. 

Jftn  TortC—Tbaoaott  Billej,  JiAii  Blid,  WlDlus  Coapo', 
Lncw  Elaiaadoilib,  Starj  OUds,  k^  Urls^ton,  Jonii  Flitt^ 
John  Bmllh,  Jolm  ThomiMii,  PUl^  Vu  CorUudt. 

Au  ArMT.— Jobs  CosdlC,  Fnnklln  DsTsaport,  JanuaH. 
Imla]ri  Awn  Eltcbell,  Jmmea  lAnn 

Pawuyfwnio.—Bobdtt  Broirn,  ARiart  GalUtIn,  Andrair 
Ortfg,  John  A.  Haluu,  Thomu  Hutls;,  Jcaeph  HeliUr, 
John  W.  Elllera,  Ulchaal  Ltib,  P*(«[  Hahlesbarg,  John 
Bmllle,  Btchaid  Thomu,  Bobert  'Wain,  Hearj  TrwOa. 

l>il(HHri.--Junea  A.  Bajard. 

Maryland.— Qtioigii  Baer,  Qabrlal  CbriiUa,  WllUtra  Cndk, 
John  Dennlt,  aaoiga  Dtst,  Joasph  H.  BlehoIuD,  Etamnal 
Bmlth,  John  a  TtKHSia. 

ri/V*"^— Buoal  J.  Caball,  Hatthaw  CItj,  Jolm  DiT- 
mh,  Jolm  BcRlMtan,  Thorau  Bniiu,  Samul  Ooeda,  Edwla 
Qra^,  DaTld  Holmaa,  John  Oao^  Jaekaon^Hanrj  Lea,  John 
Maialiall,  AntboDj  N««,  John  fi1aholaa,Eabait  Paga,  Joitth 
pBfcar,Lai1aP<iw«U,JahnBMid^pli,  Alnm  Tiln,  Joba 

ifara  OartUita.—'Wiait  Alibm,  Joaapb  I>U*B,  WUUast 
B.  Qmt,  AroUbald  HanduMO,  WllUam  H.  Hill,  Natluul*! 
Maoon,  Bl«bard  D.  Bpalght,  Biobard  Btanfind,  David  Btona^ 
BabarfWUUama. 

AwM  OaroUna.—'H.  0.  Haipu,  B«»J.  Bngar,  Abnhan 
Kott,  ThasM  Plichur,  John  BnllKlca,  Thomat  BoiDtw. 

Gterffia^-Jmum  Jimet,  Benjamin  lUUAm. 

Tun  8HM.— William  Q  C.  Qalboma. 

Xtalvctfl^'-TboBat  T.  Dartii,  John  Foiriar. 


PKOCEEDINGa    IN"  THE    SENATE. 


JioNVAT,  December  2, 1T09. 

'Hw  Bnt  Mflrfcn  of  the  rixth  Oongreee,  ood- 

fcuBsblr  to  tbd  comrtitation,  oommuioed  this 

itj,  Mid  the  Senate  assembled,  in  thw  Oham- 

W,  It  the  dtj  of  Fhilaclelphla. 

FBiaxsT: 

Jomc  LAnancnr,  from  New  Hampahira. 

Bdoahot  Goo&hui,  from  Uaaiaobiuetta. 

Tbiodobx  Foena,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Jixn  HuxHOim  and  Ubiah  Tract,  from 


JoHR  Laubavok  and  Jahxa  Watboh,  from 
New  ToA. 

WiLLiAH  BnTOHAH,  frotn  Fenn^Innla. 

HuMFHBET  WjwnriiT.j  frum  Kentockj. 

Jacob  Bead,  frimi  South  Oorolina, 

Jakks  Ouitn,  from  Geoivia. 

JoBKPH  Abdbbboit,  appointed  a  Senator  b; 
the  State  of  TenneeMe,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  for  which  their  late  Senator,  Andkiw  Jack* 
SOX,  was  appointed;  AsBAHAif  Baiswht,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  hj  the  State  of  Georgia; 
JoHK  Bbowh,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the  State 


dbyGoo^le 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  TUB 


SnAl*.] 


ITS). 


C 


of  Kentaoky;  Savcsl  Dxxtbb,  appointed  a 
Senatorb;  the  State  ofHaMachiuetU;  Saitcel 
LiTEBKORE,  ftppoinled  &  Senator  hj  the  State 
of  New  HampBtiire ;  and  WnxiAM  Unx  Wkli«, 

appointed  a  Senator  by  the  State  of  Delaware; 
aeverallj  produced  their  credentials^  and  took 
their  scats  io  the  Benate. 

The  Yjok  Pbesident  being  abeent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Preaident pro  lem- 
— e,  as  the  constitution  provides,  and  Bavcel 
EBHOR>  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rsad  administer  the  oath 
reqnired  bj  taw  to  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempOTt. 

The  PasaoxsT  administered  the  oath,  aa  the 
law  prescribes,  to  Messrs.  Andbbboit,  Baldwis, 
Bbowk,  Deitbb,  and  Wsus. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wdt  npon  the 
Pbxsidsnt  of  the  UmTED  SiATEa,  and  aoqnaint 
him  that  a  quonun  of  the  Senate  is  anembSed, 
and  Uiat,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vjob  PBEBmnrT, 
thej  have  elected  Samtiel  LrrxBKORE,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretarj  acqnaint  the 
IIoiiBe  of  BepresentatiTes  that  a  qnornm  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  read;  to  proceed  to 
business,  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  ViOB 
^SESiDENT,  they  have  elected  Samcbi.  Liteb- 
MOBK,  President  of  the  Senate  jwo  Umpore. 

Jtaohed,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dar- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  news- 
papers, printed  in  an;  of  the  fitateSj  as  be  may 
choose,  provided,  that  the  same  be  furnished  at 
the  rata  nsoal  for  the  annoal  charge  of  snob  pa- 
pern. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  BepresentatiTee 
informed  the  Benate  that  a  qnornm  of  the  Honse 
is  assembled,  and  have  elected  Theodobb  Seiw- 
wiOE  their  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Meeara.  Read  and  BnroHAH, 
be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to- 
setber  with  snch  committee  aa  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  may  appoint  on  their  part,  to 
•wait  on  the  Pbesidsnt  ov  tbb  United  States, 
and  notify  him  that  a  qnpram  of  the  two  Honses 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  commn- 
Dicationg  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 

The  Pbebidxht  eommnnicated  a  letter  Edgoed 
John  TrunbolL  preaentdng  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stateaimpressions  of  two  prints  of  the 
American  Revolution,  which  he  had  lately  oansed 
to  be  published ;  and  the  letter  was  rend. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Beiute  a^onrnod  to  11  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning. 


TmsDAT,  December  8. 

WiLLUK  OooKX,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
State  of  Tenoease^  and  Jxueh  Sohdbbmait,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  uj  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
in  the  room  of  John  Bntherfard,  resigned,  seve- 
rally produced  their  credentials,  were  qnaMed, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Hbnbt  Latimeb,  fhim  the  State  (^Delaware, 


if  PennsjlTs. 


and  Jakes  Roea,  from  the  State  ol 
nia.  severally  attended. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representativn 
informed  the  Senate  Uiat  a  quorum  of  the  Uonn 
is  assembled,  and  have  appointed  a  Jomt  ema- 
mittee  on  their  part,  togetlier  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  Senate  may  appoint  on  theirs,  to 
wait  on  the  Pbestobnt  of  the  Uktisd  Statk, 
and  notify  him  that  a  qnornm  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  recdve  taj 
commnnications  that  he  may  be  [Jessed  to 
make  to  them. 

Mr.  Read  reported  from  tlie  j(^t  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  that  they  bad  w^ted 
on  the  Pbesidekt  or  the  UnrrEO  Statis,  and 
had  notified  him  that  a  qnornm  of  the  two 
Honsesof  Congress  are  assembled;  and  thattba 
Pbesident  09  the  Unttbd  States,  acqounUd 
the  oommittee,  that  he  wonld  meet  the  two 
HonsoB,  this  day,  at  12  o'clock,  in  the  Ohamber 
of  the  Hoose  of  Representativee. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Home  are  now 
ready  to  meet  the  Senate,  in  the  Chamber  tf 
that  Honse,  to  receive  aach  oommaniestiaiu  n 
the  PsEsmxHT  OF  the  United  Statu  shall  b« 
pleased  to  make  to  them, 

Wherenpon  the  Senate  repaired  to  the  dam- 
ber  of  the  House  of  Bepresenlatives,  tot  the 
purpose  above  expressed. 

The  Senate  then  returned  to  their  own  Cham- 
ber, and  a  copy  of  the  Speech  of  the  Pmsidut 
OF  THE  UiaraD  States,  this  day  addrsascd  to 
both  Houses  of  CocgrcBa,  was  r<^ : 

Ou^emat  of  Oe  Sok^  ami 

Gmdemm  of  tin  Hoate  of  XaraaOathti : 

It  is  with  peeoliai  tttlActtoa  ttwt  I  mut  lh>  nilli 
Cot^rsM  of  the  United  States  of  America.  OnuDg 
from  all  paiti  of  the  Uuon,  at  tUs  eritiral  sod  iotn- 
ening  period,  the  mamben  mmt  be  fully  poauMd  tf 
the  MDtimetit*  and  wiibes  ctoaz  eonrtitsents. 

The  flatteriu  praqweu  t£  abondaiuie,  Stun  tbt  I>- 
bon  of  tha  pecmle,  by  land  and  by  na ;  tba  fnaftatj 
of  OUT  eiteaded  commeioe,  DoCwitlutandiDg  iDtonv 
lion*  occadoDed  bj  the  belligereot  (tote  of  a  gnat 
part  oT  ths  world  ;  the  rstoro  of  health,  IndDiHT,  oJ 
trade,  to  thoM  dties  which  have  lately  been  iffiicttd 

with  diHue  ;  and  the  Ti -<-•-.' 

civil  and  r 


i,  of  tha  wbcde  Araoicsa  jv^ 
benevolent  Deity,  fi>r  Om  naam 
iticnu  of  his  pnmdence. 
lut,  while  these  Dumoroiu  bleadngs  an  lemDectto, 
h  is  a  palnAil  duty  to  adTCit  to  tha  niigiat^  nton 
whioh  hat  been  made  for  Ihera,  by  >ome  rf  ttK  pwpjj 
in  oeitain  oonntiea  of  Panoaylvuiia,  when,  WBod 
hj  ths  arti  and  iniin|»«seDt«loDa  of  darigmnf!  ixa, 
iiew  have  openly  ruuled  ths  law  dineting  Ibt  nl- 
uabon  of  homes  and  lands.  Such  defiance  wu  g<"B 
to  the  civil  authorin  ai  rendered  bopclsu  all  ttrlba 
attenptu,  by  jndicial  procewi  to  eofoee  lbs  •!•"'"■ 
of  the  lav;  and  it  became  psoeaaary  to  dint*  a  Mb- 
tary  fbtee  to  be  employed,  oooriitiiig  of  sm«  *'^*' 


nies  of  regnlar  troops  vcdiintetr*,  and  militia,  by 
aeal  and  Ktivi^,  in  eo-opcntioa  with  lb*  > 


tf  the  oflender*  anvtted.    Of  these,  k 


bejudkal 
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nrioo*  eriniM,  iwdrIii  to  be  triKL 

Topn  due  aflbct  to  tba  dril  BdmliilttratioD  of  j 
Goi«mmaiit(  sad  to  «Draz«  ■  jn«t  eiecation  of  tli* 
Im, «  nindaii  and  unendmaDt  of  the  mdJciorj  i^t- 
ttm  b  IndbfennMj  neoenaiy.    In  thij  eitentive 

'"^«>""g  IIm  lulu  [■  elation  of  tba  lam,  and  the 
li^iB  and  dnttt*  of  oAoan  and  «itiMiu^  mnit  aiiie. 
(ta  the  oDo  hand,  tb*  law*  ibaiild  be  aieooted :  on 

indlridiiala  abonld  be  gi 
rioB.    HeiaMT  of  Aeae  ol^jNto  S 


Penermi^  bidM  paidfio  andlmuMpoBojwUali 
lad  been  fatraiiablj  ptoAatad  and  dnoanl  j  pnmied 
bjr  die  Exenitin  anHmrit/  of  tha  Unitad  State*,  when 
indifalieiia  wete  nude  on  the  part  of  the  Freoch  Ra- 
■oblie,  of  s  diipontioD  to  accommodate  the  ezbtiug 
difffeieDGe*  between  the  two  conatriei,  I  felt  it  to  be 
mj  dolf  to  prvpare  Hm  meellDg  their  advance^  by  a 

the  bonoi  ef  onr  oonntij  dictated,  end  lAlch  Ila 


BMOt,  |reTioiu  to  tha  dapaitnra  <f  our  EnTOTi,  ban 
bam  girea  Aaiof^  &eiz  Mlnljtai  of  FonlffD  Rela- 
tioai,  and  I  batra  dinoted  tbem  to  pneetdon  tfaaiT 
■UOD  toParia.*  Thej  have  Ihll  power  U  ododnd* 
ft  tra^,  aaloeet  to  tba  ooniiitnilooal  adrioe  and  ooD- 
MDt  «f  die  SeMrfa.  Tbaabanctenoftbewgentlaman 
•■•  nire  pla^ei  to  dialrooiDntrjtLat  nothing  inaoni- 
patible  wiA  fii  heooror  lntw««.  DOIhii^  incopiijtRit 
vldi  oar  obUgatloiiaof  good  f^<n  fMeadaUp  to  anj 
eflkar  nalloD,  will  be  itipnlatad. 
It  apiwadug  pniabM,  Grom  dw  infbnnadon  1 1»- 

poib  in  tha  Uaui  it  St.  Danfagn  ndf^t  Mfe 

to  BloaTtBin  that  pcdnL 
I  tbaa,  in  ooofbrmi^wil 

ntpac^  dimetad  die  mUaluH  and  probfUdoiia  of 
diat  iuCeruouiia  to  be  diaocnlinnBd,  oa  taiin*  which 
■era  mada  known  bj  proelamadon.  Since  the  mwwal 
tf  ddi  mtwco«m«t  onr  ddnii%  trating  to  tboaa  MrtL 
wia  dieir  pnniert*,  haxa  bera  dolj  rapeetoo,  ana 
printeering  &<nn  dwaa  porta  ImioaaMd. 

Tb*  aet  of  CcogMM  nladTe  to  tba  leat  of  the 
CoTenunent  of  the  United  Stale*,  leqoiHiu  that,  on 


b  (laM  u  M«med  to  DM 
,    inL    TttanMiltbdi^MdAatorT, 
Itliaa,  in  conCatmi^widi  llia  act  of  CongreM  on  toe 


•.leqaiHiull 
Ltitt^Maldbe 


.  win  flTaa  by  Uie  Mm*  Dlnetorj, 
nd  Oxm^  the  iBiia  matatn  oT  tenlgn  AtUn,  CTUlay- 
raadj  who  bad  nttaHd  te  t*m1tb  Hun.  Tiuckarj  ud 
""iiMn ;  SBd,  OB  neelTliii  thse  ■■aniiete,  uioUu 
lnorilBU7  mliriDn  of  three  (inliient  oltlieiii  ww 
lalatodlaproeeedtaFaili.  They  wen :  Ollrer  EDiHorlli, 
CUtfJaMkaoT  IheBapnma  Coartitf  tba  Uxltud  S 
Vinhm  BI^BdHD  DaTla,  Uta  eoTtrnoi  of  tha  BUta  at 
Keith  Oindiaa;  aad  VOUiuu  Tuu  Ifnmy,  IT.  B.  Ml 
laMcDtat  tba  Hi««e.  Bafbn  thej  urlTsd  at  PuK  tha 
XnohOiQ  sfllia  ISth  Ommllrt  had  OMcmd-Uie  IHi 
twill  eoranmant  onrtanad,  tba  Oonnlita  aatabUihed, 
■dBwniputaatthalwediif  a&ln,    Hantnlnad  TiUlaT- 


fta  e—tM  J  VoUbt  ' 


poUiir  sf  tba  tHieetac?. 


pannanant  teat,  it  ii  tai9«t  (or  me  to  Infixm  joa  diat 
the  ConuniadoDen  aifcmitad  to  provide  aoltable  bnild- 
inga  fn  tlu  aocommodatiai  of  Congna*  and  of  tba 
Pniidant,  and  fbr  tlM  poblle  offioaa  of  the  Govein- 
ment,  baTe  made  a  report  of  tha  itato  of  the  bnOdiiiga 
detigoad  fortlmae  pnrpona  tn  fli*  d^  offfaablngton ; 
ftomwbloh  they  ooDcbide  that  tlwiemoralof  the  leat 
of  Goranunent  to  that  place,  at  die  due  nqoired, 
will  be  practicable,  and  tba  aaoomtnodatioDa  MdAc 

Tj.    Their  report  will  lie  laid  before  jm. 

At  a  peiiod  like  tbe  prawnt^  wbao 

langai  an  ooennlng,  and  ever^ '' " 

iw  and  gnat  eranta  In  die  politic 
tfSzit  cf  war  la  pawralant  in  aWoat_ 


jnat  right*.     Tbe  ntoll  of  dw  miirion  to  Franoa 

iaoDoertain;  bnt,  howerer  it  ma;  temunate,  a  Meadf 

pcnerersaoe  iu  a  lyitem  of  national  defence,  oom- 

niraW  with  cor  reaonroet  and  tbe  dtoatioo  of  onr 

iti;,  ii  an  obrhma  djatotaofwiadom ;  lor,  rMOOtalr 

are,  hj  doing  jnaSM  to  all,  to  avoid 
oAneato  ai^.Datbiag  ihortof  tbe  power  of  repelUag 
■mj,  1 1  ail  inn  will  teoim  to  onr  oonnti;  a  rational  prot- 
pect  mT  -— -p'"g  die  calamitiaa  t£  war,  or  nattonal 
dagradatSon.  Sa  to  ditmI^  it  i«  mjr  anxkoa  dadia 
M  to  *»odM  (be  bnut  lapoaad  b  me,  ai  to  readw 
die  iMO[de  of  tba  Uoited  State*  pra^Mrooa  and  b^iw. 
I  rtSj,  widi  entire  oonfidanee,  on  jcm  co-cperalian 
In  olyMta  eqnall;  you  oat* ;  and  that  onr  mntnal 
labora  will  aarre  to  iaoiaaae  and  oonfirm  nnlon  among 
raDow-eitiaeni,  and  m 


Ordered,  TbatUecan.  Bom,  Bud,  and  TxAtrr, 
a  oommittw  to  report  the  draft  of  an  Addran 
the  FanowKC  of  thi  Ustrd  Statu,  In  oik 

Bwer  to  bis  Speech  this  Aa,j  to  both  HooseB. 
Ordntd,  That  the  Bpeich  of  the  Pbuident 

oj  TBI  UnrriD  STUva,  tliis  day  comniiuiioatod 

to  both  Honaes  of  Oongrees,  be  printed  for  tb« 

naeof  the  Senate. 
Jtetolmed,  That  two  ObapUna  of  diflerent  de- 

nomiiiatiMiB,  be  iqipointed  to  Oongrea  for  tbe 

praeent  semon,  one  hy  each  Hodm^  who  ahali 

kterchange  veddy. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  sppohitment  of 

a  Oba^ain  to  Oonmea  on  their  part,  and  the 

Bight  Remind  BMiop  Tnm  was  nnanlmontly 

elected. 

Thubbdat,  Deoemherfi. 
Jos'ATsur  DiTToir,  appointed  a  Senator  l^ 
the  Sute  of  Now  Jersey,  aod  Bat  Obexhx,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  State  of  Bhode  Island, 
Beverally  produced  their  credential*,  were  qoaU* 
fied,  and  took  tiiur  wata  in  the  Senate. 

IfovDAT,  December  9. 

Elijah  Paari,  from  the  State  of  TermMit, 
attended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conmder  the  report 
of  the  ooDunittee  of  the  draft  of  an  AddrcM  In 
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answer  to  tlie  Speech  of  tbe  TaEtanim  ow  thb 
Dnttid  Statbs  to  botli  HoDHS  of  Oongrew,  At 
the  opening  of  the  aeedon ;  which,  being  read 
in  pangT&phs,  waa  adopted,  as  follows: 

Tb  li*  FrtMatt  of  tit  United  Staba : 

Aocapt,  ilr,  &■  Tcqwotfol  Msknovledgmmita  of  th* 
S«ial«  of  Hm  United  Stetet,  (br  joqt  Spewih  dellTstad 
to  both  HmuN  of  CotigT«u  at  taa  ofwulng  of  the  pm- 
.  nit  aaaion. 

Whila  vB  denntlj  Jolii  70a  In  dAring  our  thanki 
to  Altnightj  God,  6x  Oui  retiiin  of  bealtfa  to  our 
oitiea,  mi  fbr  th«  nnenl  jmwpni^  of  tha  0000117, 
we  caoDot  refrab  mm  Umaneng  Uiat  tba  ita  tai 
aahmuiiu  of  Ihotioiu,  da^gning  men,  have  eseited 
ofieD  reballloD  a  neond  thns  in  PMiii*7lT«oIa ;  and 
tMnbj  oumpallad  the  emploTmant  of  mflitaiy  fbiee 
to  aid  ths  cirS  antbori^  in  the  exeonUoD  of  the 
lawa  Wb  rqfoioe  tltat  jtntc  ligUanoe,  nngj,  and 
weD-tinud  exertiani,  lian  orndied  lo  daring  an  op- 
padtian,  and  prarented  die  qmading  of  nioh  tnMon- 
uUnatiimib  Tha  ptomptitndB  and  nal  dii- 
17  tho  tmu  caUed  to  wppraM  Ihi*  Inanvo- 
am  OUT  U^taat  eanm«MatlM>  and  praiM, 
and  aflbrd  a  plrarinfl  pmnf  nf  tba  «^rit  and  alaoritr 
with  irtdoh  onr  bUinr-^ilinna  ara  nad7  to  wlntaln 
■fa*  aoOofitr  of  oar  aMeUent  OoTannDMit. 

Knowing,  aa  we  dck  Oat  the  United  State*  an  rin- 
0aral7  anxKna  tor  a  Mr  and  Ubetal  eseenHco  of  lh« 
Trea^  of  Amity,  Cooim*rai^  and  Narioalioa,  entand 
into  with  Great  Britain,  w«  lean,  wlUi  i^et,  that 
tbapngiHaaf  adjnitmentluwbeentstamqited,  Inra 
diflineno*  of  oidniiin  among  the  eanmiirioD*ri.  We 
hope,  Iiowenr,  diat  tlie  jnitioa,  tb*  moderatloa,  and 
dw  obrioiu  IntemM  of  both  partial,  wm  lead  to  *al- 
idhott>f7  ezplanatiaDi^  and  that  flw  bnrineai  wOl  then 
go  fbnratd  to  an  andoaUa  okM*  of  an  diflhnaeea  and 
oemuid*  between  lb*  two  oonntriei^  We  aiefbUj 
ptnnaded  that  the  LagUatBW  of  th*  United  State* 

wfll  di*criyi7  enable  700  to  lealiM  yoor 

of  perfbnning,  on  our  part,  aii  ei^agt 
enr  trealiei,  with  pmiobiali^,  and  tlia 


plaradli7  tb 


lonigoodi 
Wheni 


oftlialatemlidcn 


XIhe  nneertun^  of  tha  nwnlt 
Doe,  and  opoD  ttw  nMonuDon 
«Dt,  and  aqieot,  of  the 

tha  powen  a> 

difionof  thel 

of  opinion,  with  70a,  that  it ' 

•aft  to  relax  onr  meaiDTO*  of  defeooe,  or  to  IsMen  anj 

of  oor  pnparallani  to  npal  aggreaakiQ. 

Out  inqidriai  aM  attentiao  ihall  Im  eaiefnlly  di- 
ttoed to  tlM  tarioM  otliar  Important  aolgacti  wliich 
Tou  have  wooinmendod  to  nu  coniidantian;  and 
fiemont  exparieneeof  70ar  p*M adminlitntiaa,  m 
anticipate,  witti  the  lU^uM  ooofidence,  7001  ilnni- 
ntm*  00-opeiatlon  In  all  meaaim*  irtuch  hava  a  ten- 
dency to  [naiote  and  extend  ma  natiooal  inteniti 

SAMUEX  LIVERUOBE, 
I  0/ tJU  Btmatt,  fro  la^cn. 

Ordtred,  That  the  oommittee  who  prepared 
the  AddrM*,  wait  on  the  FREaiDsar  or  ma 
Cmtbd  Statu,  and  desire  him  to  aoquunt  the 
Benttte  at  what  time  and  place  it  wilt  be  moet 
coovoDient  for  biiu  that  It  should  be  presented. 

Mr.  Boee  reported,  from  the  ccHnniittco,  that 
the;  lud  waited  on  the  Pbuidbnt  o>  tbx  UimzD 


Br^ni,  and  that  he  wonld  r«eeiTe  the  Addren 
of  the  Senate  to-morrow,  at  19  o'clock,  at  hli 

Whereupon,  Betohti,  That  the  Senate  win,  to- 
morrow, at  13  o'clock,  wait  on  the  PuuDm 
or  TBX  UaniD  Statu  accordingly. 

TTmDi.T,  Deeember  10. 

Agreeably  to  the  reeolatioa  of  jerterdi^,  the 
Senate  waited  on  the  Fbisidert  ov  tax  UinBD 
SiATBB,  and  the  Pretddent  of  the  Senate,  in  thcdr 
name^  presented  the  Addreas  then  agreed  to. 

To  which  the  Psxaroitrr  of  ibb  UnnD 
Suns  made  the  fidlowing  replj: 

GaUleme*  if  (A*  Soiate! 

ItfaankTonfoTthiiAddnm.  IwiATODiUpoailili 
Micon*  and  aatlifkotioa  In  Tonr  dellbantionicnlli* 
meant  which  haT«  a  tendMig'  to 
our  national  Loterett*  and  happ 
joa  that,  InallTonrmeainrafdireettdtotbOMgnat 
al{i«cta,  70a  ma7,  at  all  timea,  ntj  with  dw  Upmt 
oniGdeDce  on  my  soidltl  co-operatian. 

The  pimiH  of  tha  Senate,  id  jndidomjj  oonfbnd 
on  the  promptitade  and  leal  of  tba  tnraja,  railed  to 
luppiBsi  tha  iniamctioa,  aa  it  falli  fimn  n  hlgta  u- 
tlioii<7,  mnat  make  a  deep  impreadoo,  both  ai  a  ttmr 
to  the  diiobedien^  and  an  esoooiagemait  <f  ndi  U 
do  wen. 

JOHN  ADAHS. 

VttTTB>  Seau,  Seomtar  10^  1T9S. 

The  Senate  retamed  to  their  own  Chamber, 
and  proceeded  to  the  oomrideration  of  £ieeatin 


WxDaiH>i.T,  Deoembar  11. 
NiTBAimcL  Cmnuir,  from  the  State  of  Tv- 
mont,  attended. 

Tbcbsdat,  DeoemberlS, 
Jaku  Lloid,  from  the  StstA  at  JUijiui, 
attended. 

TuESDAT,  Deoembw  IT. 

Ur.  TucT,  from  tha  oomndttee  to  whom  wia 
referred  the  letter  rigned  Jolin  IWnboU,  of 
20th  September,  ITuS,  reported  a  r«*olntioB, 
which  was  adopted,  as  foUowi : 

Renb/cd,  That  th*  Senate  tf  the  United  SlaWt» 
oept  ifaa  print*  pteaented  bj  Man  'namboll,  Si^ 
and  that  their  PrMldent  be  reoMMed  to  faJanbK 
that  while  they  ra^ieot  di*  delica^  wUd  Scam 
the  nKMMT  of  oflbring  diii  elegant  plweo^  A>f  "^ 
ndei  their  oonntiy  honoied  by  the  gralat  *'<''*' 
bar  loii*,  by  whom  theee  ^nta  an  htffSfyinip'i 
to  perpetnata  two  meomiable  •oenei  m  Mr[<V^ 

■   "        '  •  -  lallmlyi     " 

whe^ 


M  and  Tiitaes  of  baroe* 


IdW*- 


TsianAT,  Deoembar  IB. 
The  fbUowIng  H^age  WH  r«)dnd  ftw  tb* 
PRUnnsT  in  tbb  UKinn  E»ns: 
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ITO9,] 


[Snun. 


Oarifcwa  ffdu  aaate.  aid 

Hw  latter  Iwnirith  tnnimittsd  will  inform  jon 
Otf  tl  hii  ideu«d  Dirine  Provtdenoe  to  ntnon  fkua 
ddi  lA  oar  gxoslleiit  r«I]ow-eitiien  Okobde  Wash- 
DSTDO,  hy  the  jmritf-  of  h!i  duruter,  uid  ■  long 
"ri"  rf  mvicM  to  hu  conntn,  nnderad  iUnitrioiu 
tkmgli  the  world.  It  nmuiu  Ibr  an  afliMitioDkte 
md  gnMiU  people,  in  whoeg  heirti  he  cui  nev 
£(,  Id  p^  Rdufab  hoDon  to  hk  mamyrj. 

JOHN  iDAllS. 
Itanc  Sum,  AcMitsr  10,  1799. 

Tbe  lleBBaga  and  letter  vera  racd  ami  ordered 
to  lie  br  eonaderation. 

A  menaKe  from  the  Honse  of  Bepresenmi 
iidbniied  ta«  Senate  that  U>e  House  having  re- 
ecired  iiifaJligwH»  of  the  death  ot  th«r  hi)    ' 

nhied  fellow-dtizen,  Qeiwa]  Osoioi  W 

nsTOK,  and  iharing  tbo  nniTerMl  grief  tliii 
ffittnanng  arent  nnut  Nodnoe,  bave  reaolved 
thtfajfflnt  Mmmhtee  be  appcdiit«d,  to  report 
■neuarea  suitable  to  the  oooamon,  and  eiprestlve 
d  the  profiiand  bottow  witi  which  GongrcM  la 
penOnted  on  the  kw  of  a  oitiz^  first  in  war, 
Ent  in  peooe,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 


ITie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  fiwe- 
piiig  resolntion  of  the  Eooae  of  B«preeantBr- 
ti*ea;  whereupon, 

Saohed,  That  thej  do  cononr  thereis,  and 
tiut lEenra.  Dattok,  Bnranuc, DaxTmlGuHF, 
UDumn,TsAf]T,  and  Bkad,  be  the  committee 
(■  the  paH  of  the  Benate. 
^SaOMJ,  That  the  Senirio  wiQ  wait  on  the 
csMtamrr  or  thk  Cnixxd  SrAxas,  to  condole 
vith  him  on  the  dlatreeeing  event  of  the  deaUi 
of  Geoetal  Geobos  WiBHraaroH;  and  that  a 
nomittee  b«  iqipointed  to  prepare,  (br  that  oo- 
tiaaa,  an  Address  to  the  Fbbbidibt  or  ihx 
Cnnu  States,  ezpreedve  of  the  deep  regret 
If  the  Senate ;  and  that  this  oommittee  consist 


, leehairBlntheBwateOham- 

DR  be  covered,  and  the  n>om  hnng  with  Uaok, 
nd  that  each  member,  and  the  officers  of  the 
MUte,  go  icto  mourning,  by  the  nsual  mode 
dT  wearing  a  cn^  ronnd  the  left  aim,  during 
u^temioa. 

VosniT,  December  28. 

Tmotht  BumDwoETO,  fh>m  the  State  of  North 
Ciraliaa,  and  Joaa  E.  Howabd,  tram  the  State 
d  Maryland,  aeTtfallr  attended. 

Ur.  DiiTBB,  from  the  committee  appointed 
nr  the  porpoae  on  the  18th  instant,  reported  the 
intt  of  an  Address  to  the  Pbbsidbbt  ov  tbs 
nro«D  Braxxa,  m  the  death  of  General  Gkoroe 
Wabsimuiuit  ;  trhich  bting  read  in  paragi^hg, 
ns  adopted,  ••  Mows: 

TcOi  Prwmdmlilfat  tTml,^  Slalet: 

The  Smade  rf  the  United  States  reipeotfdHy  ttke 
»w,  "T,  to  sqcHs  to  yon  their  deep  regret  for  the , 


kiM  tfaetr  oaaatrr  eiuUiii  in  Oe  death  of  Genen] 
QtDttatWtMHonroM. 

Thli  event,  K)  dittriMtag  to  eO  our  fUlow^ciUmii^ 
mint  be  peoallai)yhflST7  to  yon,  who  have  long  heen 
■Hociated  wtth  bini  in  de«d>  of  patriotisin.  Permit 
ni,  dr,  to  min^e  onr  tean  with  yonn ;  on  this  ooca- 


nibmlt  with  reverence  to  TTtin  ^rho  "  maketh  daifc- 
DBM  hli  paviUon.' 

With  patriotic  ptide,  w«  review  Ote  116  of  oar 
VASBVCtron,  and  oompare  him  with  tboae  of  othw 
conntriea,  who  hive  been  pre-eminent  In  fune.  An- 
cient and  modeni  oames  are  diminubad  before  him. 
Grealoeie  and  gnOt  have  too  cAen  been  allied ;  hot 
UsfiunelgwUln'thanltlsbrill^iit  The  deataoyen 
of  nattona  flood  abashed  at  tte  muea^  of  hie  virtwa 
It  rep-ored  the  intemperanoe  of  Aeir  amUlion,  aod 


FaToi^d  of  heaven,  he  departed  widuMit  exhibitlDg 
On  weakneM  of  hnmanity.  HagnaniOKnu  in  death, 
flia  darknea  of  the  grave  coiSd  not  obeonie  hii 


:h  WIS  the  man  whom  we  deplore,  Thanki  la 
his  gloiy  ia  conanmmated ;  WAaanmrtm  yet 
-on  earth  in  hit  ipotleis  ezample — bla  iptril  la 

liet  hk  ooiurirymen  eonaeerate  the  memoiy  of  Ae 
hanrfo  Oanaral,  tito  paMotle  Statesman,  and  the  vir- 
tnona  Sage ;  let  them  laaoh  th^  diiMren  never  to 
' — -' that  flielhdtofhu  labors  and  his  example  are 


TJiriTBD  Statu,  and  desire  him  to  aoqnunt  the 
Senate  at  what  time  and  place  it  wilt  be  most 
convenient  for  him  that  it  shoold  be  presented. 

Ur.  D&XTSB  reported,  from  the  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  pn  the  Fbxsidbbt  or  tes 
UaiTED  Statss,  and  that  he  had  acquainted 
them  that  he  would  receive  the  Address  of  the 
Senate  imme^tely,  at  his  own  hooae. 

Whereapon,  the  Senste  waited  on  the  Pbxsi- 
DBST  or  THx  UHrrsD  Statk^  and  the  Pbksukut 
of  the  Senate,  in  their  name,  presented  the  Ad- 
dress this  day, agreed  to. 

To  which  the  PnaBiDEm  of  tbb  Ukited 
Statcb  made  the  following  reply ; 

OailUmM  e/Om  Stm^! 

I  receive  wi^  llie  most  reqiectftal  and  aAotionate 
■entimenti,  in  thii  impreaiiTB  addreai,  the  oUiging 
eipresaiona  of  yoar  regard  tm  tlie  lose  onr  oonntiy 
baa  aaatalned  En  the  deatL  of  her  most  esteemed,  be- 
loved, and  admired  oltlsen. 

In  the  mnUitDde  of  my  tbonghts  and  reooHeotlons 

1  tbia  melanoboly  event,  yob  will  permit  na  only  to 

sly,  that  I  have  aeon  him  in  the  di^  of  admu^ 
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tnioneof  Aw  noui  of  faiidsspnt  dUnaaaadnigat 
tnjng  perptailtia ;  I  have  abo  attendsd  faiin  in  hit 
ti^^»*t  alermtian.  Kod  moat  proapsroat  ftlicit;,  vlth 


jbnang  all  ou  ori^nal  uaodataain  tiimt 

Ho  L«uo«  of  "*     """'' '"    '"'    ~' 

■xprawii  tba  ac 
ieB,ha wu  the 


^S^ 


„  in  the  General 
with  a  oOiutitaiUcai  more 
an  when  ha  tbonght  it 
'etuement,  I  tetl  mjrie" 
t  bmther,  jat  I  darira 


Tba  lift  cf  «iiT  WuBonnov  oamiot  anAr  bj  i 
MB^Mriaon  with  thoaa  of  other  oaontriea  who  hare 
baan  moat  ecMntod  and  aziltod  by  fkme.  The  at- 
kibotaa  and  daoontloiu  of  lojtl^  could  hmra  oolr 
ierrad  to  eolipae  the  mV**^  of  »<*>  viitiiaa  whioh 

■pkodaiitlniidaanrrHUkatiiiie,  had  be  Uni,  co«ld 
hereafter  luv*  NUlied  U*  ^orj  only  with  tiiMe  au- 
poficial  miiida,  who,  baHermg  ttiat  (^araotera  and 
actiona  »w  nwAad  liymaeaai  alone,  rarelj  daewTe 
to  (Bjogr  h.  Mattw  oonld  tmnt  bleat  hi*  honor,  and 
amy  nade  Um  a  rfngnlM  «m^oii  to  bar  ndrccaal 
nb.  Far  hinael^  he  bed  lired  anoa^  to  Hie,  end 
to  ^oi7>  For  fau  ftOow-oiluaD^  if  thui  pimyort 
eooM  UTO  b««i  aaewend,  h«  mold  hwe  beni  im- 
mcsteL  For  me,  Ua  departnn  U  mt  a  moat  mifta^ 
tamatf  mcDMnt.  Tnutii^  boireTar,  in  the  win  end 
ttsliteonj  dominion  of  Pimidence  orer  the  firfifru 
Of  mm,  end  tbemaallatf  tbeiroowudlaRiid  actiima, 
u  well  aa  orer  thnr  livaa,  Dotbing  remaina  foi  me 
but  bomble  ledgnatkin. 

Wm  asemple  ia  now  oomplete,  and  It  wHl  tMOb 
wiadom  and  vlitne  to  maglatntea,  dti«aa,  and  men, 
Mt  onlr  Id  A*  pnnnt  age,  bnt  in  (atnre  nnarationj, 
tf  kng  M  oar  blitorj  ahall  be  read.  If  a  Trqan 
Ibmid  a  Plinj,  a  Marooa  Aurelina  oan  neni  WHlt 
blena^bcn^  enlogiata,  or  bittoriena. 

JOHN  ADAHS. 

UmizD  SEAcn,  J)Keai&«- SS,  1799. 

The  Senftta  returned  to  their  own  Ohsinber. 


appointod  on  the  part  of  the  Honse  of  B«pre- 
sentatiTc^  on  the  IMh  instant,  on  the  receipt 
of  the  IntelUgenoe  of  the  dMth  of  General 
Gioaoi  ViBHateTOM,  bavintf  made  report  to 
that  Honse,  the;  have  agreed  to  sandir  reso- 
iDtions  tberenpoo,  in  whioh  the;  desire  the  oon- 
onrrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DATTfoi,  from  the  Joint  oommittee  u>> 
pointed  the  IWh  instant  on  the  put  of  the 
Benate,  on  the  reiieipt  of  the  intelligenoe  of  the 
death  of  Qeneral  Giosem  Wabbihotoii,  repwted 
in  part,  and  the  report  was  agreed  to.  where- 
npoD, 

The  Benate  took  into  oon^eration  the  reso- 
Intiont  of  the  House  at  RepresentadveBj  of  this 
da;,  on  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  on 
the  rattfeoi  abore  manUoned,  and  whidi  ruo- 
Intfanu  are  as  fidlows: 


oftke  E7iUMiI  SlaitI  if  America  m  Qmfrtm  aiKmUti 
That  a  marble  nuinnment  be  ended  hj  the  United 
States  in  the  C^uttd,  at  the  Ci^  (^  Waabisglon; 
and  that  the  fuQih  of  General  WAaKi«on»  be  n- 
qneated  to  permit  hia  bodj  to  be  depoaitad  ondet  it; 
and  that  Uw  moDumant  be  ao  dosigned  ea  to  com- 
memorate the  great  events  ofhiamilitai7  andpolitlctl 

Aitd  ht  it  fvrQier  raalvtd,  That  there  be  »  faural 
piDoeation  fram  Congresi  Hall  to  thg  German  Lo- 
thenn  ChnTDh,  in  honor  of  the  memoiy  of  Gennal 
Geoboi  Wuaiwnon,  <m  Thnndar,  Ihe  2<th  inttut ; 
and  that  an  oration  be  prepered  at  the  reqnest  ef 
Congren,  to  tie  dellvated  before  both  Honasa  on  Aat 
day ;  and  thai  the  Frarident  oFtha  Senate,  and  ^xekar 
of  tha  Honae  of  BepresentetiTesi  be  desired  to  reqaait 
one  of  the  membera  of  Congress  to  prepara  and  daJtra 

•IsJ  6e  iiykrttn-milcal,  That  it 
to  the  people  of  the  Umled  States 
the  left  arm,  as  monndog,  lor  Ailrty  days. 

Atid  b6  ilJiiTtia-  rtKhtd,  That  the  Fnai 
tHS  nitiTKD  Statu  be  Aqoeeted  to  direct  a  eopy 
of  dieee  resolotionr  '9  be  transmitted  to  Ura.  Wmb- 
Dronw,  aaanring  hai ;./ Ae  pmAaad  reepeet  Cos^test 
will  erer  bear  to  her  person  anddiereotcri  of  tbdr 
oendoIeaceonthelatB»flBeBi^dispg»aati<m  of  Prari- 
denee,  and  entnadng  her  assent  to  the  intcnueU  al 
the  lemaint  of  Genraal  QeMnn  W^sHmonMi,  b  the 
naimar  enreaaed  In  tba  first  reaolafioD, 

Btfivti,  nat  the  PsMODmfT  or  tbk  Unna 
Staiu  be  teqtiasMd  to  Istne  a  pnclamatiaa,  notifying 
to  the  people  throo^hont  the  United  SktM,  tha  le- 
oommsndBtion  eontamed  In  the  third  resolnlioo. 


TncBSDiT,  December  U. 
In  oonfermity  to  the  reaoI<re  of  the  2Sd  instn^ 
the  Senate  went  in  prooesnon  to  the  German 
Lotheran  Ohnroh,  where  was  delivered  aa  ora- 
tion in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  Gkobgi 
VABHutoTov.  Mitit  which,  they  retnmed  to 
thrir  own  Ohamber,  and  adjonmed. 

Fboax,  December  ST. 
Beioktd,  That  the  thanks  rf  the  Bnate  be 
oammiudcated,  throi^  their  Preddnt,  to 
Generd  Emnr  Lzk,  ?m  the  eloquent  ud  tm- 
ireaalve  (ontion  to  the  m«noi7  ot  Genenl 
}ioBex  VuHiHOios,  whioh  he  prepared  and 
delivered  at  the  reqnest  of  Oongreso, 

BttolMd,  That  the  Seoretary  be  Greeted  to 
iqiplf  to  General  Lxi  fbr  a  copy  of  the  Mine. 

UoHDAT,  Deoember  sa 
l^oius  JonsBoir,  Tiee  Prerfdent  of  the 

United  Btatea,  and  Fraddent  of  the  Sanat^ 

attended. 
Jiaai  FsAxzuir,  appdnted  a  S«iator  bj  the 

Legialatore  of  the  Btate  of  North  OaroUaa,  pro- 

dnoed  his  oredentiala,  vaa  qnalifled,  and  todc 

hia  seat  in  the  8enat& 
The  Yioa  Fxuidkht  laid  before  the  Senate 

a  letter  signed  Jolin  Olovae  Symmea,  staling 

the  reasons  why  Oongrcea  ihonw  be  iDdnoed  to 
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Miptltd  PrtnJaOial  Stctiot. 


nc«Te  of  him  the  pordiue  monej  for  cerUin 
public  lands  at  the  contract  price;  and  tlie  let- 

Mr.  LtTSBMORZ  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
agned  Henry  Lee,  in  answer  to  their  vote  of 
thinki  of  the  97th  instant,  and  reqneet  of  a 
eoDv  of  his  oration ;  which  waa  read. 

Mr.  DiTTOS,  from  the  joint  committee  m>- 

n'  ited  the  1 9tli  instant,  on  the  intelligence  of  the 
tb  of  General  Gboroe  Washikotox,  made 
I  ftiTtber  report,  in  part,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
Ibe  conaderation  thereof  be  postponed. 

TmsDAT,  DeoemberSl. 

A  menaoe  from  die  House  of  Bepresentadvee 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Ronse  have  passed 
"SewlatloiudireotingAirthermeasnreeinnonor 
of  &6  memorr  of  Oaieral  Gsosai  Wabhiso- 
nx,"  fn  whicn  Qtej  deaire  the  ooDonrrence  of 
flweenatCL 

The  resdntions  were  road,  at  foUowa ; 

SatbiJ,  is  like  3maia  mid  Boat  qf  Bepmulaliva 

CUniltd  atalBM  nf  America  M  Congnn  attmiUd, 
it  be  rcoonuaeniicd  to  the  paopte  of  the  United 
Slita  to  BBemblfl  oa  ths  23d  d«j  of  Febmny  oait, 
io  inch  nombers  and  manlMr  u  mar  be  convciJent, 
inldiclTtatmdiytheirgrlarfivdnawuhorGeiienI 
Gkbgi  Wubuqtom,  'uj  nitabla  eokgiei,  ontioni, 
Bid  dimana^  or  by  pubHo  piwen. 


[Seeatk 


criginil  It 


Jadic  HyiirAar  nuAii,  That  die  PnmnDR  be 
itqneMed  to  lime  •  pmdamalioii  for  the  putMn  o< 
nnyiBg  dw  &Mg(dng  lesobilioa  into  efibet. 

Wherenpon,  Betohti,  That  the  Senate  do 
concnr  in  the  eidd  resolntion. 

FsmiT,  January  8,  1800. 
TnsoT  Oabt  Niobolas,  appi^ated  a  Senator 
Itythe  Legifllatnre  of  the  State  of  Tiwinia,  to 
•apply  the  Tflcanoy  oooadoned  W  the  death  of 
Henry  TueweD,  Esq.,  prodnoed  his  oredentialB, 
VK  qo^fled,  and  tocric  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

TmnuT,  Jannary  V, 
OiuuKNi)  Twaatos  KiM»L  from  the  State 
cfVlrgiDia,  attended. 

WirauDAT,  January  8, 
He  MIowing  Hema^  was  reodved  flrom  the 
Pusnmn  or  xbi  UaiTKD  Statis  ; 


OrdM^  Tlat  the  Ibasage  wd  letter  ben- 
ferred  to  the  J<»Dt  cwnmittee  ^ipolnted  m  the 
19th  Beoember  last,  to  report  snUaUe  moeiaiM 
in  honor  of  the  m«D0fy  of  Oeoend  Qsobss 


In  OMDpUaiMiB  wlA  the  nguMt  In  one  of  the  ren- 
imxnt  of  CmignMt,  of  the  21it  of  December  laK,  ] 
ttumntted  %  copy  of  draw  Taeoliitionii  by  my  Seor»- 
tuj,  Hr.  Shaw,  to  Hn.  Wunaumv,  tBniring  her 
<if  (be  praeMmd  raipeet  ConfpMi  wiU  erer  bear  to  bor 
pBnnntdehaneter;  «f  thdr  conddenoein  thelata 
aOicttngdi^eiiMtioiiof  Proridenee;  and  entieatii^ 
W  iMeut  to  the  intuinot  of  tlie  nmaini  of  GwMd 
Geomw  WtaaamoM,  in  the  muner  aipwwMl  In 
>iuGntraHlDli<ML  AatheMiitiiiwiitaafdMUviitDaiii 
bdy,  not  Ihc  beloved  by  thii  nation  diui  die  is  at 


ed  u  in  her  own  wordiL  I  tnnnnil  to  ConBiwa  her 
-"-nal  letter. 

vonld  be  an  attempt  of  too  mnch  d^oaoy  to 

e  any  commenb  npon  It;  bat  thare  can  be  no 

doubt  that  the  nalion  at  lAr(^  aa  well  u  all  tlie 
branchei  of  tlie  Qorenumat,  will  be  highly  gratified 
1»  any  amuigeinent  whioh  may  diminiih  the  •aoiifioe 
•ne  make*  of  her  indiridoal  feeliiw*. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Ukitsd  auTss,  Jmrnrj  B,  ISOa 

The  letter  Is  as  follows: 

SiRi  While  I  (bel  vitfa  keeoeat  angoiih  the  late 
tuDBiiMtion  of  Divine  ProTidsDce,  I  cannot  be  Inaen- 
•ible  to  the  monnfii]  tribntai  ofreipect  and  venttatiaa 
which  an  pud  to  the  memory  at  my  dear  deceaeed 
hniband ;  and,  ai  hli  bert  wrrice*,  and  nraet  aaxkraa 
wiihea,  were  alwayi  devoted  to  the  wel&n  and  haik 
pineee  ^f  Ml  country,  to  know  that  they  wen  tt^ 
a^iTBdated  and  gr^eAUly  remembwed,  aSbrds  no 
inwinJiiiainble  conwhtion. 

Tanght  by  the  great  example  wbkh  I  hnveaoloi^ 
bad  btfore  me,  neTV  tooppoeemy  privsta  widiaale 
tbe  public  will,  I  mnit  oouent  to  the  reqaeM  made 
by  Congie*^  which  yon  have  had  the  goodneM  t» 
tnuumit  to  me ;  and.  In  doing  Ihii,  I  Dwdnot,  I  can- 
not, wy  what  a  worifloe  of  individoal  belli^  1  make 
to  a  aenie  of  public  doty. 

With  grateM  adknowledgmenti,  and  nn&ignad 
Suuiki,  f^  die  penoDal  rennet  and  evidence!  of  con- 
dolence, expieewd  byCongren  andyonnelt;  1  rem^n, 
~—  -iipectfiilly,  sir,  yonr  moM  obedien^  hnmble 


Thubsdat,  January  38. 

Ckaxleb  Pixokmbt,  a^^KMnted  a  Senator  by 

the  State  of  South  Carolina,  produced  bin  ore- 

dentinla,  was  q&alifled,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 


J)Upntii  PrtndMtiai  EUetioM. 

On  motion,  of  iSx.  Roes,  that  it  be 

Bttdvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  oonrf- 
dcr  whether  any,  and  what,  provinona  ongfat  to  be 
made  by  law  for  deciding  dispnted  elecllona  of  Fred- 
dent  and  Vice  ProiidenI  of  the  United  Statei,  and 
for  detaiminiag  tbe  l^ali^  or  illegBli^  of  tbe  TOtea 
given  foi  thoae  ^oen  in  Uie  dlArent  Stale*  i 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  motion  by 
adding,  "and  that  the  oommittee  be  aatborized 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Ur.  Bbowh,  of  Kentucky,  was  of  opinion  that 
.  is  was  a  snbject  oa  which  Congn»g  had  no 
right  to  legislate.  When  the  constttntion  nnder- 
took  to  make  provisions  on  a  enl^ect,  if  they 
were  fonod  incomplete,  or  defective,  they  most 
be  remedied  by  recommending  an  amendment 
to  the  oonstitntton.  He  wished  the  gentleman 
who  had  made  this  motion  would  pay  farther 
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attention  to  the  subject,  and  believed  he  would 
find  Ih&t  if  any  thing  was  to  be  done  it  most  be 
done  b;  proponng  an  amendment  to  the  oonati- 
tntion. 

Mr.  Bom  taid,  that  the  oonstitnUon  had  oer- 
tainlf  made  no  prorision  on  tlua  anbJecL  It 
onlj  directed  that  after  the  votea  were  reoeived, 
&c,  the  Preddent  of  the  Somite  shonld,  in  the 
pnaence  of  the  Senate  and  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
aentativea,  open  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
ehonld  be  connted.  Suppose,  aud  he,  personc 
ihonld  claim  to  be  Electors,  who  had  nevei 
been  preperl]/  appointed,  shoald  their  vote  be 
received  I  Suppose  they  should  vote  for  a  per- 
son to  be  Freadent  who  had  not  the  age  re- 
quired by  the  oonatitntion,  or  who  had  not 
been  long  enough  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
or  for  two  persons  who  were  both  citizens  of 
the  same  State — sach  cases  might  happen  and 
were  very  likely  to  happen,  and  is  there  no 
mnedyt  What  a  ntnation  would  the  oonntry 
be  in  d'auch  acase  WBEto  happenl  Ilethotight 
it  their  duty  to  make  provteaon  for  It,  and  he 
believed  a  law  was  eufflcient. 

Ur.  0.  PisoKsn,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  thought 
U  a  verr  dangerons  practice  to  endeavor  to 
amend  the  constitution  by  making  laws  for  thi 
pnrpoee.  The  oonstitntioa  was  a  sacred  de- 
posit, put  into  their  hands ;  they  ought  to  take 
great  care  Dot  to  violate  or  destroy  the  essen- 
tial proviaiona  made  by  that  instrument.  He 
remembered  very  well  that  in  the  Federal  Oon- 
Yention  great  care  was  nsad  to  provide  for  the 
deetion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Independently  of  Oongresa;  to  take  the  bnsi- 
neaa  as  fiv  as  pebble  out  of  their  bands.  The 
TOtM  are  to  be  given  by  Eleotors  ^pointed  for 
that  exprea  purpose,  the  Eleotors  are  to  be 
Mpomtid  by  each  Btat^  and  the  whole  direo- 
tion  as  to  the  manner  of  their  appointment  is 
given  to  the  State  Legislatures.  Nothing  was 
nuH-e  clear  to  him  than  that  Oowees  had  no 
right  to  meddle  with  it  at  all :  aa  Uie  whole  was 
intrusted  to  the  State  Leg^turee.  they  mnat 
make  providon  for  all  queadona  anaing  on  the 
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Ur.  Dkxtxk,  of  UasBachusetta,  did  not  feel 
himself  at  all  in  donbt  as  to  the  right  of  the 
Legislature  to  make  such  provMona  ou  this  sub- 
ject aa  appeared  to  be  necessaiy.  It  was  direct- 
ed by  the  oonatitntion  that  a  President  ahonld 
be  appointed,  that  be  should  be  of  not  less  than 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  that  he  should  have 
been  at  least  foorteen  years  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  Ac.  The  proceetlbgs  in  the 
dection  of  a  President  may  be  defective  In  all 
these  particulars,  and  can  It  be  supposed  that 
there  is  no  way  to  correct  tbem  T  The  constJ- 
tntioQ  b  not  silent  on  this  head;  among  the 
powers  given  to  Congress  in  the  Bth  seotiiu  is 
this,  "  to  pass  all  laws  neoesaary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 
and  an  other  powers  vested  by  thb  oonatitn- 
tion in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereoC"  The 
law  now  proposed  appears  to  be  neoeesary  to 


carry  Into  effect  the  power  of  appointing  tbc 
Pre«dent ;  it  is,  tiierefor&  de^^  constitutional 

Ifr.  LivsBUOBX,  of  New  Hampshire  iiei«r 
felt  less  doubt  on  any  anbject  than  the  ens  now 
under  condderatiou :  the  constitution  has  gim 
man^  directiona  aa  to  the  appointment  of  the 
President,  some  of  which  be  read.  It  ia  possi- 
ble (said  Mr.  L.)  that  geotienen  can  soppcee 
all  these  msy  be  violated  and  disregarded,  sad 
yet  that  it  is  nobody's  bnsiness  to  Interpoea  sad 
make  provision  to  prevent  it  t  He  trusted  ths 
honorable  Senate  would  agree  to  the  rcsoIotioD 
to  appoint  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Baldwis,  of  Geoivia,  ezpnsssd  hla  regret 
that  the  mover  of  this  resolntioD  bad  cot 
thought  proper  to  bring  forward  asnlHefit  go 
new  and  Important,  in  the  form  commonly  sied 
in  parUamentaij  assemblies,  by  a  ringie  pre- 
position, viz:  "thatit  isezpedleotthatfbnbtf 
provtaion  be  made  rejecting  disputed  voUs  ftr 
President  and  Vice  Freradent  of  the  United 
States."  It  was  manifM  tttxn  tiw  debate  tbit 
several  diSbrent  qneetioni  had  beeo  under  oon- 
alderation  at  the  aame  time,  and  diflbreot  gm- 
tlemen  were  in  fitct  directing  their  remadBta 
different  qoe«tions. 

The  first  queation  was,  the  one  he  bad  jut 
mentioDod,  wnether  there  was  so  great  a  d«bet 
in  the  present  providons,  which  exist  on  Iliii 
subject,  as  to  render  flirther  providons  neoesssiyl 

The  seoond  is,  if  further  provisiotu  are  neces- 
sary, mnst  they  be  made  bj  amendment  to  th* 
constitution  I  or, 

llurdly,  wbemer  they  can  be  made  by  lawt 

He  must  say  for  himself  that  he  did  not 
agree  that  the  present  proviaioos  on  this  sabjed 
were  so  defective  and  absnrd  as  had  beoi  n- 
presented.  His  general  renoect  fortltesairiia 
had  gone  before  him  in  this  House,  andaspsdal- 
ly  for  the  veneraUe  asMmbly  at  the  ntost  a- 
perienoed  statesmen  ot  the  oonntn  by  wbm 
the  oonstitntioa  bad  been  formed,  fivbade  Um 
to  entertida  the  belief  that  tlie  snbjeot,  wluch 
is  the  strong  fbatnre  that  cliaracterues  Ihii  n 
an  Elective  Qovemment,  oonld  have  been  till 
now  so  entirely  ont  of  right  and  ntdectsd. 
Gentlemen  appeared  to  him,  from  their  omtts- 
tdona^  forget  that  the  oonstitution  in  Erect- 
ing Bltelfin  to  be  app(dnted  thron^Kiat  ths 
United  States  eqnal  to  the  wfatde  nomW  of  tto 
Senators  and  Representativea  in  GongreH,  te 
the  en>rese  purpose  of  intmstlng  tbii  eoostita- 
tional  oranon  of  power  to  tbem,  had  provided 
for  the  existence  of  aa  reepeotable  a  body  si 
fress.  and  In  whom  the  eonstftntion  aa  llui 
.  -jess  oas  more  oonfldenoe  tiian  in  Cmgrnt 
Experience  had  proved  that  a  mora  Tsacf*- 
ble  selection  of  characters  oonld  not  be  audt 
in  thia  country  than  usuall;  otHaposed  that 
electoral  body.  And  what  are  the  qiMstioDs 
which  can  arise  on  the  snliject  btrnstad  K  . 
tltem  to  which  they  are  ineompeteot,  or  to 
which  Oongresa  b  aomuch  mors  oompetsatt 
The  questlDnB  whioh  pnaexA  themselves  seaa 
to  be: 

1.  Those  which  rdate  ia  th*  elsoticH^  i^ 
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tnroB,  mnd  qnalificatioiui,  of  their  own  inemben. 
Shan  theM  be  taken  awaj  from  that  body,  and 
ntnnitted  to  the  nperior  deoisioa  imd  control 
of  Congren,  without  a  particle  of  anthoritj  for 
Hfrom  the  constitntdonf 

9.  The  legtdin  or  conBtitntionBli^  of  the  dif- 
ferent Bt«p8  Of  their  oirii  prooeedings,  ai, 
«h^er  they  vote  ibr  two  peraon*  both  til  the 
nine  Stata;  whether  they  receive  votes  for  a 
penoo  onder  thirfy-flTe  years  of  age,  or  one 
who  haa  not  been  fonrteen  years  a  citiien  of 
the  Fnit«d  St4tei,  &o.  It  ia  tnie  they,  aa  veU 
«  any  other  oonatitational  branch  of  this  Oot- 
enunent  actiiig  under  that  inatnunent,  may  be 
fnQty  of  taking  onoonstitDtional  or  oorrapt 
stem,  bat  they  do  It  at  tbelr  peril.  Sappose 
ataer  of  the  other  bnnobes  of  the  Goremment, 
the  ExecDtive,  or  tbe  Judiciary,  or  even  Oon- 
gren^  sbonld  be  goilty  of  taking  steps  which 
sre  DDConotitotional,  to  whom  Is  it  submitted, 
or  who  haa  oontrol  over  it,  except  br  impeach- 
ment? The  constitution  seeme  to  naTe  equal 
confidence  in  all  the  branches  on  their  own 
pnqier  groond,  and  for  either  to  arrogate  supe- 
riority, or  a  clnim  to  greater  confidence,  abowa 
them  in  partienlar  to  be  nnwoith  j  of  it,  aa  it  Is 
fa  itseJf  directly  nnecnutitntioiul. 

B.  TheantbentiaatlonoftharownBOta.  This 
wootd  aeem  to  be  M  complete  in  tbMo,  as  in 
othw  of  tbe  other branobea  of  tiie  GoTemment 
Tb^  own  anthenlioation  of  their  act  finialies 
Uke  bonnets  intmsted  to  them.  It  is  tme  this 
most  be  Jndged  of  by  the  penona  who  are  oon- 
oerned  in  oarnring  It  into  exeontion ;  as  in  all 
laws  and  official  acts  under  thia  Qovemment, 
tim  to  whom  they  are  directed,  and  who  are 
to  be  bound  Ijy  them,  mnat  Jadge,  and  jadge  at 
tibeir  peril,  whether  they  are  duly  anthendcatr 
ed  or  whether  they  are  only  a  fbrgery. 

If  thia  be  the  Just  view  of  the  sn^eot,  (snd 
he  could  see  no  otiier  which  did  not  involTe 
inextricable  (Uffleultiea,)  it  leaves  no  possible 
question  tat  the  Senaton  and  BepreeeUatiTW, 
wben  met  together  to  oonnt  the  votea  wreesr 
Uy  to  the  eonttitntion,  bnt  to  judge  of  the  on- 
theottostioa  of  the  act  of  the  Eleoton,  and  then 
to  proceed  and  count  the  votes  aa  directed.  If 
thia  body  <rf  the  Electors  <rf  ell  the  States  had 
been  directed  by  the  otHutdtntion  to  assemble 
in  one  jlaoe,  inrtead  of  being  formed  into  dif- 
erent  Electaral  oollagee,  he  took  it  ibr  granted 
noiM  of  the  quertkww  on  which  this  reaoluldon 
haa  been  bnAii^t  fi»ward,  would  have  occur- 
red; eveij  one  would  have  acknowledged  that 
thETj-  were  ta  be  settled  in  that  astomMy.  It 
luTing  been  deemed  more  safe  by  the  eonsti- 
tntton  to  form  them  into  diSiM«nt  Electoral 
eoQegea,  to  be  aaa^nbled  in  the  several  States, 
doe«  not  at  all  alter  the  nature  or  distinotaees  of 
th«ir  powers^  or  iuttteot  Ibem  any  man  to  the 
oontrol  of  the  other  departmuitB  tit  the  Ootnu- 
BwnL 

Be  obasred  ftarther  on  the  other  pointa  to 
whloh  gmtlemes  had  tpoken,  that  if  anch  radi* 
eal  and  important  ohangee  were  to  be  mode  on 
thia  sol^ao^  is  aeemed  to  be  in  oontempla&m 


under  this  resolution,  he  thonght  they  mnat  be 
made  by  propoiing  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution to  that  efl^t;  and  that  they  coold 
not  be  made  by  law,  without  violating  the  con- 
stitution. He  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
nun  trtoD  Uaaaohnaetts,  (Hr.  Dextxk,)  that 
the  clause  at  the  close  of  the  8th  section  of  the 
oonatitntion,  which  gives  to  Congreea  power  to 
pass  ait  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  cany  into 
effect  the  foregttog  powen  of  that  section,  and 
all  other  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in 
the  Government  of  the  TJmted  Btatw,  or  in  any 
department  or  ofBoer  thereof  could  be  extended 
to  this  oaae:  that  apeaks  of  the  nse  of  the 
powera  vested  by  the  oonatitntion — this  resolu- 
tion relates  to  the  fcnnation  of  a  competent 
and  essential  part  of  the  QoTemment  itself: 
that  speaks  d  the  movementa  of  the  Govern- 
ment after  it  Is  organized — this  relatee  to  the 
organization  of  the  Executive  branch,  and  is 
therefore  cleaHy  a  constitutional  work,  and  to 
be  done,  if  at  all,  in  the  manner  pointed  ont  by 
the  oonstitntitxi,  by  proporing  an  article  at 
amendment  to  the  oonatitntioti  on  that  sotjeot. 
Hia  own  opinion,  however,  was,  what  he  had 
before  Stated,  that  the  providons  on  this  sub- 
ject were  already  snffldent;  that  all  the  quea- 
tiont  whi(^  had  been  suggested  were  aa  safely 
left  to  the  dedslon  of  the  aMemblies  of  Eleetora, 
as  of  any  body  of  men  that  oonld  be  devised ; 
and  that  the  raembera  of  the  Senate  and  rftbe 
House  of  Repreaentatjvee,  when  met  together 
in  one  rooom,  shonld  receive  the  Mt  «  the 
Electors  aa  they  would  the  act  of  any  other 
oonstitotional  branch  of  the  Government  to 
Judge  only  of  its  anthentieation,  and  then  to 
proceed  to  coimt  the  votes,  as  directed  in  the 
second  article  of  the  constitadon. 

The  further  conaideratitHi  tit  the  eal^eot  was 

postponed.  —. 

3^iiUT,  January  94. 
Diipitted  Pret{dtntial  Bleelims. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  oonMderation  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  a  oommittee  be 
appointed  to  condder  whether  any,  and  what, 
provlNODS  ought  to  be  made  b^  law  for  decid- 
ing diapoted  elections  of  Premdent  and  Vice 
President  (tf  the  United  States,  and  for  deter- 
mining the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  votes 
given  for  those  omcers  in  the  different  States, 
and  that  the  committee  be  anthorized  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  the  motion  as  amend- 
ed was  adopted ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  Ifeaen.  Boss,  LA-TmAsott,  Dix- 
TKE,  FmoxxxT,  and  LtvuMout,  be  the  o(m> 
mittee,  ___ 

TBUBsnAT,  Febmary  SO. 
JHtpKtei  Pretidmtial  Eleetiotu, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonMderation  of  the 
bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  deciding  diluted 
elections  of  President  and  Vice  Presid«it  of  the 
United  Statee. 

On  motion  to  strike  ont  of  the  flnt  wotioD  of 
the  bill  the  foUowing  words : 
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Togathar  with  tba  Chief  Jnttioe  at  the  United 
Stkte*,  or  If  he  b«  ebwDt  from  the  Sot  of  GoTeni- 
meat  cc  muble  to  attend,  then  irith  the  next  nnlw 
Judge  of  the  Soprem*  Court  of  the  Udted  Stetea, 
who  may  be  preHnt  and  able  to  attend. 

1  the  negative— jeas  11,  najB  10, 


LsfoJl'^ 


Yeai.— Mbmr.  AndenoD,  Baldwin,  Bloodwocth, 
BiDwn,  Cocka,  Franklin,  Langdoa,  Haidiall,  Maicx^ 
Nkfaola*,  and  I^neknej. 

NAia. — Meun.  Bingham,  Ch^tman,  D&TtoD,  Dex- 
ter, Falter,  Greene,  Qsdd,  Hillboiue,  Howard,  Lati- 
mer, Laarutce,  Iiv«nnore,Faine,  Bead,  Boo,  Schoie- 
man,  Tnc^,  WaCton,  and  Walk 

On  motion  to  atrike  out  these  mrda  from 
tlie  iBt  Kctioa:  "to  ohooso  bj  ballot  in  e«oh 
Bonae  ais  membera,"  and  in  Ueu  thereof  to 

Insert  "to  draw  by  lot  in  each  Hooae 

memben : " 

It  was  detennined  in  the  negative— yeas  0, 
oajslS,  as  follows: 

Tua.— MMm.  Andenoo,  Beldwio,  Bhwdwoth, 
Brown,  Cocke,  Lai^don,  Uanhall,  Haaon,  and 
Nkbolu. 

Nati.— Ifeurai  Cbipnan,  Dtytoa,  Doxtar,  Foatcr, 
Fmnkliu,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Qnnn,  "■"*"■"  "i  Lati- 
mer, Lanranea,  Uvcnnora,  Faioa,  Bead,  Bool, 
Schuremao,  Traoy,  and  Weill. 

Orderad,  That  the  fbrther  <xHuideratiiHi  of 
the  bill  be  postponed. 

Fbidat,  Febniaryai. 
EvlogiutA  on  Qeaeral  WatMngton. 
Betehed,  T\M  the  Senate  will,  to-moirow, 
at  balf  peat  IS  o'clock,  meet  at  tlte  Senate 
Chamber,  aod  tnnta  thenoe  walk  In  prooeaaJtm 
to  the  Gennan  Oalvinist  Cborcb  in  Itaoe  street, 
to  hear  the  anlo^nm  pronoonoed  on  the  ohar- 
ooter  of  General  WasHQTOTox.    ' 

Monday,  Febroary  S*. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eeoond  reading  of  the 
bUl  prescribing  the  mode  of  deoit" 
eleadoiia  of  pTMdent  and  Vice  Pn 
United  Statea. 

On  motion,  to  amead  \  . 
Una  Tth,  ao  aa  to  proTlde  that  the  prooeedinga 
of  the  oommlttee  be  held  in  pDbli&  by  striking 
o«ttbewMdi"iritheloaaddOOTi^"and  insert- 
ing, **  in  the  Olumbtr  of  tlw  Snae  of  Bwre- 
sentatirea,  with  open  doora,"  In  Hen  tbereof; 

It  pasaed  in  the  ne^tive— yeaa  8,  nays  16, 
aafollowa; 

Tub.— Henn.  Aodencm,  Baldwin,  Bloodwordi, 
Coeka,  FVanklin,  Idogdon,  Maim,  and  Mioliolae, 

Nat*. — HeMTt,  Bingham,  Cblcraiaii,  Farter,  Good- 
hoa,  Greana,  HlUhooae,  Howard,  Latimer,  lAuranee, 
Urartaoia,  Hardiall,  Paine,  Bead,  Boi^  Trncy,  and 
Weill. 

And,  after  progreai,  the  fluHier  consideration 
of  the  bill  waa  postponed. 


of  the 


WBDananAT,  Fetonaiy  SS. 

BnoA  of  FritOtg*. 
suun  An>  rsM  Amnm. 
A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Teaot,  that  It 
be 

Betolvtd,  That  the  Committee  at  PitnlagnlM,  ml 
they  are  hereby,  directed  to  ioqain  who  ii  Ibt  tdiur 
of  the  newipaper  printed  in  the  ci^  of  PliQ>M|d^ 
called  the  Qeoenl  Adrerttaar,  or  Amora,  and  \ij 
what  meani  the  editor  became  poaaeeied  of  Aa  ran 
of  a  but  preaeriMng  the  mode  ef  deeidii^  dieted 
eleotiaiw  of  PtwIdeDt  aod  Tic*  PiMtdm  of  the 
United  Statee,  which  wai  printed  In  the  albnald 
newqi^Mr,  pnbUibed  WedneaJay  mcrainc,  die  IMi 
J—*..,!  fakno^j^  Bud  by  what  auAonty  Im 
;  and  by  what  aaAority  tba  ai 


member  of  the  fnnmiHtit  who  broo^t  faa&te  the 
Senate  die  btU  afbteaald,  hadnarer  bewi  ooanltedon 
the  (abject.  And  genmlly  ta  Inqnin  dwoigUd 
•nndry  auerllona  in  the  aame  fuftr,  —^i'^'ig  Ik* 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  aod  the  membantlMeoi; 
in  their  offlcial  CKndty,  and  why  die  aaia*  wen 
pnbliihed;  and  make  report  to  ttw  Senate.  Aid 
that  the  nld  ooounittae  baTe  power  to  nad  &r 
penoni,  pqiw^  and  reoord^  id^ng  to  Ae  mtjeel 

Orderad,  That  this  motion  lie  ftff  o 
tion. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  second  re. 
bin  prescribing  the  mode  of  deddlng  &  , 
elections  of  the  Presdent  and  '^oe  Presideiit 
of  the  United  States ;  and  after  prognM,  ad- 
Joomed. 

WzDimDAT,  Maroh  B. 

The  Senate  took  intooonddentkntiiemotiaD 
made  on  the  2eth  of  Fi 

qniry  be  had  rdative  tc  _. 

paper  called  the  "Aurora,"  on  the  Ittheftha 
said  month ;  and  agreed  to  inawt  after  Ibtaa 
words:  "and  by  wliat  autlKHity  he  j'""'^"' 
the  same,"  line  Tth,  the  words  " 
the  Senate." 

Mr.  Go<sx  B^d,  he  wooM  not  sofir  a  bbs* 
sore  of  this  Undto  paaa  OmMi^  the  SmkU^ 
while  be  had  the  honor  of  a  aeat  hi  that  body, 
withont  manifesting  tiie  moatdetennhied  ew^ 
sitioa.  What  did  the  gentleman  mean  l>r  amid- 
ing  tiie  general  principle  i  did  be  n|ean  to  get 
the  eonsent  ot  the  Senate,  aoting  in  the  dane- 
ter  of  an  inqneat,  to  an  aoknowledgmtot  that 
the  editor  of  the  Anrora  luid  been  goUty  of  > 
crime,  withont  any  iwjoiiy  whether  tba  lab- 
Uoetion  in  itself  waa  ormdnal,  or  wbetbsr  if  It 
was  crimhial,  the  8enat4  as  an  indmndani  sod 
a  shif^  branch  of  the  Legidatore,  bad  cf  itMlf 
the  power  to  dedne  tlie  crime  and  iidict  lb* 
pnntBhment  I  He  oonld  not  oonseot  to  aa  al- 
miaaicnof  thiaUud;  theeonstitatkngaTaAiO 
no  anoh  anthority ;  the  privilegaa  ot  Uie  Boos* 
and  of  the  members  did  not  attand  baynd  the 
walls  of  tin  Cbambar  in  wUcdi  they  wate  dttisA 


lyhepaUriud 
lahaftaigpaMd 
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is  CUM  of  oomment  npon  thdr  officiml  proceed- 
ings Be  had  held  theae  c^nlons  from  the  lime 
the  motioD  wh  first  laid  before  tiie  Howe,  and 
tboD^t  th&t  the  ooDBeqnuiaea  vhicli  would  re- 
■nh  friHn  poraning  tbo  HiUeot,  woold  be  more 
dugerona  to  tlM  boDW  and  diniity  of  the  Benate, 
Thkih  it  was  meant  to  defuid,  Uaa  all  the  at- 
Ueb  whMi  alt  the  pnbUo  newapapen  oonld 
make  dniing  their  exiBteiioe,iaamiiiiutaaanBO- 
tul  asnmption  of  power  was  br  mora  datii- 
mental  to  their  oharaotor  than  any  onfonoded 
diaige  of  tynmnj  oonU  be.  B»  beltovad  tiiat 
tbe  mart  Uw  sol^eot  waa  agitated  the  non 
■cold  be  tiie  clamor  agidnat  tM  Sanity  ami  in 
the  end  they  woold  be  foneA  to  abandon  tbe 
DMeare  tor  want  of  ability  to  cany  it  thronf^ ; 
)» therefore  oondnded  it  woold  be  beat  to  give 
it  Dp  in  tbe  flrat  tnatanet^  and  aave  botk  uidr 
own  lime  and  tbe  pobUo  moa^.  He  wootd 
more  to  poatpone  the  ooudderation  of  the 
BtotioD  till   the  first   KoDday   in   Decembw 

Ur.  rnA.iTT  did  not  wlah  to  hnrrr  on  tbe  de- 
(Mon,  bat  ae  tlie  rcM^ntion  bad  tMen  sBTeral 
itji  apon  tlie  table,  be  beliavad  the  Hooae 
night  now  daoide  on  tb»  propriety  trf  nArring 
tbe  bniinnw  to  tlLe  Oconndttee  of  Pririlegea,  as 
this  ^«eednre  wooM  not  be  final ;  or,  if  the 


giTen  for  oomSg  to  the  oooolnrioo. 

Mr.  0.  Fnfomnr. — ^This  anljeot  inTolvea  the 
important  qneatitnu,  What  are  the  prit11eg«a  of 
CoQ^ew,  uid  bow  for  are  the;  doSned  by  the 
coDstitntion ;  and  what  ia  the  liberty  of  tlte 
pccai,  IB  it  reqteotathoee  privilege* !  Theeeare 
■nbjects  of  great  oonsequenoe,  and  snch  oa  I 
anppoae  the  ^oee  will  tonoh  with  mnoh  can- 
Htm.  Hy  name  having  been  mmtioiied  In  Mm 
bodyt/tlMori^iMlmotion,IfoelmyaalfpaTdaB- 
larly  called  iq>on  to  defirer  my  Mtimeiita  folly, 
aa  weD  with  reapeot  to  die  mannerln  which  It  ia 
mentio&ed,  aa  to  the  limitatioiiB  of  the  oonatl- 
tntion,  and  what  on^t,  in  my  Judgment,  to  be 
the  o(»idnct  <rf  the  Senate,  on  thi*  very  intereat- 

'-     "on, 

tderiog,  fint,  what  arethepiivlle^eB  of 
and  how  for  tb^  are  denned  by  the 


e  Dstne  of  oar  federal 
i^yatem ;  that  all  powers  not  ezpready  and 
QMc^ficelly  ddagated  to  OongreM,  are  leeerved 
to  tbe  States  and  peoj^:  and  partieolariy  to 
Muieniber,  that  wkere  any  powers  are  ao  ex- 
preaaly  dtdned  as  the  prlvUeoea  (tf  OongreM  are, 
that  it  18  oar  doty  yaiy  oarefolly  to  owtdder  Om 
eoDeeqnenee^  before  we  take  a  etm>  that  vaty, 
bjr  eobseqaent  or  oool  i^ectioo,  be  fonnd  to 
«xeeed  them ;  that  tbe  privileges  of  Oongren, 
M  limited  by  the  OMialJtDtkm,  have  been  very 
deliberately  oonaidered  by  men  whose  opiniona 
w«ie  not  swayed  by  party,  and  whoae  impartial 
rttoation  gave  the  best  opportonity  of  Jndgiog ; 
that  having  befbn  tbem  ue  eum[de  <tf  the  nn- 


[SasAtn, 

limited  privileges  of  the  Btitlah  Parliament,  aod 
colonial  asBonbUeiL  or  oonnoils,  asanming  to 
themHlvee  the  right  of  anoh  privileges ;  that 
knowing  the  conseqaenoes  of  nndeflned  powera, 
and  being  well  aware  what  privilege  were 
neoeaaary  to  prevent  an  interniption  of  the  nn- 
diatnrbed  sitaatjan  a  member  shonld  enjoy, 
doring  the  time  he  is  enmed  on  pnUio  affairs, 
after  mndi  thoog^t  they  had  defined  them  bi 
tbemannerflzedby&eeoDstitadon.  Noman, 
who  is  a  Mend  to  order,  will  joetify  whet  prtv 
perly  deaervM  to  be  termed  Uie  UcentlowneM 
of  the  preM.  When,  instead  rfoandUly  review- 
ing the  argnments  or  pnblie  oondnct  M  a  mem- 
ber of  the  L^islatare,  or  officer  4rf  the  Govem- 
ment,  it  meuily  descends  to  private  soandal, 
instead  of  being  defended,  it  sbonld  be  met  with 
contempt  and  disdain.  Abose  is  the  price  that 
pnUlo  men,  and  freqnentjj  those  of  the  moet 
ability,  are  obliged  to  pay ;  uid  it  la  aeldom,  in 
oonnbiee  where  the  preas  is  free,  end  strong 
political  portiea  are  Imown  to  enst,  that  it  & 
mnoh  noticed.  ICen  of  derated  minds,  who  fed 
tiiemselvee  strong  in  the  powwa  of  reasoning, 
will  always  yield  to  thdr  feeble  opponenta  the 
miserable  resort  cj  abase;  it  is  the  sorest  teat 
of  imbetWty,  and  tbe  poblio,  who  generally 
think  right,  seldom  h«ritate  to  sappose  it  eqtutUy 
tiie  proof  of  weakness  and  of  malice. 

I  shall  oooader  &it  snbject  from  its  import- 
ance, and  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  introdnced,  a»  open  to  snob  animadversiona 
as  are  within  the  mlea  of  order  and  are  concde- 
tont  with  decornm.  I  shpU  probably  advance 
dootriaee  that  will  be  termed  as  extraordinary 
here^  but  It  shall  be  done  with  the  good  man- 
ners I  have  ever  considered  aa  the  criterion  of 
good  breeding,  and  which  self-reepect  will  for- 
Ud  my  violating.  It  is  the  first  qneation  re- 
qpeoting  tiM  privuegea  t^  the  Benato  that  I  have 

V .    _.    __.     _j  jj  lu^^oljjg  tljj 

.  neoeeeery  for  me 

mention  these  eatfjeots,  to  show  tbe  Hoose 

the  propriety  of  our  wefi-esaminlog  every  line 

of  the  readntLon  on  your  taUe,  Iwfore  we  adopt 

■1. 

I  feel  myself  partioolerly  called  npon  to  give 
my  opinion  folly  on  this  subject,  because  my 
name  is  inserted  in  tbe  body  of  tbe  reeoln- 
tion,  and,  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  oir- 
cnmstsnoee,  it  might  have  the  sftpearance  of 
bring  done  at  my  request ;  whereas  it  was  not 
only  done  witbont  my  knowledge,  bat  is  con- 
trary to  my  wish,  and  oplnloii  ta  tbe  power  of 
tbe  House,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  such  in- 
qolriee  sfaonld  be  condncted ;  that  even  if  the 
Hoose  bad  tbe  power,  tbe  remarks  and  infor- 
mation contained  in  the  paper  are  not  anf- 
BdeDtly  importaot  to  attract  its  notice,  particu- 
larly as  they  had  been  completely  ailent  on  the 
abnte  of  the  Senate  in  the  Gazette  of  the 
United  States,  reapecting  the  stopping  of  the 
enlistmento  for  the  army ;  that  the  inquiry' 
might  lead  to  atepa  not  within  the  defined  privi- 
km  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  as  these  may  in* 
v^Te  the  llbvty  of  tin  pretax  and  the  ri^t  of 
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a  oitiun  to  pobUah  the  d«bstM  and  pablio  acts 
rf  this  House,  those  who  were  oppomd  to  what 
th4f  might  ooQsider  nnooDBtitntional  restrio- 
tjoiu,  ought  to  meet  the  qaeetion  at  the  thresh- 
old, and  oonteat  it  in  every  stage.  I  shall 
therefore  feel  it  peonliarly  mj  duty  to  do  so, 
«nd,  after  having  stated  to  yon  my  objections 
to  any  interfereuoe  at  all  on  this  snbjet^  to  move 
tbe  postponement  of  the  reeolation,  or  to  amend 
it  in  some  way  that  shall  place  on  the  jonrDals 
my  opinions  of  the  eitent  of  yoar  privileges, 
and  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  mode  of  in- 
quiry proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Oon- 
nectiout. 

In  BTamining  the  constitatjon  we  fiod,  that 
to  prevent  any  attempt  being  made  on  the  part 
of  either  branch  of  Congress  to  define  their  own 
privileges,  and  exercise  the  same,  as  oooaslon  or 
OTOumstances  may,  in  their  opinions,  reqnir& 
and  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  extent  and 
exercise  of  the  privil^es  they  are  to  enjoy,  the 
oonatitntion  has  positively  and  expressly  limited 
and  defined  the  same,  by  deolaring — 

"  Tlikt  Moh  HtniM  AiSH  be  the  judge  of  the  ele&- 
tiou,  ntnnu,  ud  qaalifiotioni  of  III  own  tnemberi ; 
that  they  °»y  oonpsl  the  attendsnoe  ti  abMiit 
nuoiben,  fai  mch  mMnner,  and  tmdec  atioh  penslldc*, 
u  each  Hoose  may  prvride ;  that  they  may  detar- 
mlns  die  inles  of  tbeli  prooesdliigi,  paiiith  the 
memberi  for  diMrderly  bduvior,  aad,  irith  the 
eonaamDoe  of  two-thJrd*,  expel  a  nember.  That 
tte  membei*  cf  both  Homes  iball,  In  all  <iMe«,  ex- 
cept tieaMNi,  foloiy,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  priri- 
Uged  turn  aneet  doting  ibe  attendauoe  at  thur 
iBipeotiTe  HoDiBi,  and  in  gcdng  to  and  letDining 
from  the  sune,  and,  fta  any  debate  or  ipeeoh  in 
cither   Honse,  iliaU  not  be  qiuitianed  in  aay  other 

This  is  all  that  is  sud  on  the  snbjeot  of  privi- 
lege ;  and  snrely  no  words  oan  be  more  explidt, 
nor  any  sntjeot  more  clearly  defined.  The  pow- 
ers they  are  (o  exercise,  and  the  persons  and 
cases  they  are  to  operate  npon.  are  all  distinctly 
marked  and  named ;  nor  is  there  a  word  or  a 
sentence  in  the  whole  that  con  by  any  powible 
oonstrnctlon  be  made  to  mean  that  for  any  libels 
or  printed  attaoli  on  the  poblie  oondnot  or  ofdn- 
hnu  of  dther  Honse  of  OoDgreaa.  or  of  aoy  of 
Its  members,  that  their  mivilwe  shall  extend  to 
wderiDg  the  persons  okargea  with  the  ofiteice 
before  them,  wd  imprisoning  them  at  their  will 
The  oonstitation  wisely  determined,  tLat  tbev 
■honld  pooacM  all  the  powov  neoeaaary  to  tbeu 
formation,  and  the  onditbirbed  order  (rf  their 
proceedings,  and  the  safety  of  thdr  members 
from  arrest,  dorins  their  attendances  ^nd  going 
to,  and  retoming  from  Congress ;  bat  it  at  the 
same  time  recollected,  that  it  is  the  natnre  of 
onr  Government  to  invite  examinations  of  pnb- 
lie  meaaores,  that  itis  the  dnty  of  onr  dticens 
to  make  these  inqairies,  to  wateh  over  the  pro- 
oeedioffi  of  our  public  bodies,  and  if  they  find 


it.    That  onr  oonatitntion  supposes  no  man,  or 
bodyof  men,  to  bein&lUble,  bat  oonelden  thtan 


all  OS  mere  men,  and  subject  to  all  the  pa«fa»M^ 
and  fkviMes,  and  orimee,  that  men  generally 
are,  and  aooordingly  provides  for  tbe  trial  at 
such  as  ODgbt  to  be  tried,  and  leaves  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  for  their  proceedings,  to 
be  amenable  to  their  oonalJtnenta  and  to  poblie 
opinion;  it  however  particularly  goar^  tba 
r^^ht  of  tb^  citiiens  to  Investinte  their  me»- 
suree ;  and  in  ease  of  a  fUse  or  libellons  attack, 
it  intends,  if  tbe  power  of  collecting  Juries  » 
Uixlj  eiercised,  to  provide  a  Just  and  impartial 
tribunal  to  decide  between  them,  to  act  upon 
oath,  and  who  ought  not  to  be  the  porticnlar 
friends  or  enemies  t^  either.  On  thn  antneot 
I  shall  hereafter  more  ftally  remark,  and  at 
present  take  some  Xttle  notice  of  an  observstko 
that  has  been  mad&  and  which,  with  the  sub* 
jeot  of-  privUwES,  shoold  be  considered  as  pr^ 
Hminary  to  those  that  are  necessary  on  tba 
hberty  of  the  press.  It  is,  that  if  Gongreas 
poBMBsed  the  power  oont«mplated  by  this  reoo- 
Intion,  it  was  their  dnty  to  pass  some  legisla- 
tive act  respeoting  it,  declaring  tbe  manner  in 
which  it  should  be  ezeoDtad,  and  dedgnating 
the  ofBcer  or  officer*  who  were  Ia  do  so ;  that 
the  people  would  th«i  know  the  manner  in 
which  oSenders  were  to  be  summoned  or  a^ 
prehended,  or  brought  before  them ;  bat  this 
should  have  i>een  done  when  no  particular  esse 
had  occurred,  and  was  before  them,  and  that 
no  proceeding  of  priviiegee  hi  any  case  like  the 
present,  ought  to  be  had  nn^  sooh  act  was 
passed,  and  the  mode  of  proceedings  cleariy 
ascertained ;  that  if  the  power  was  given  by  the 
ocmstitatioti,  nntQ  Congresa  had  li^datod  npoa 
It,  in  the  manner  above  mentimied,  it  was  ex- 
tremely impn^w  for  either  bnnch  to  attempt 
to  exeroiae  it ;  tiut  ajoffidary  dsoartmsotwai 
erected  by  the  oonstttation,  bat  that  Oonmsi 
was  obliged  to  legislate  npmi  It,  and  detail  Its 
dndee,  uid  provide  fto  the  qmuttmesitof  ott- 
oera  to  axeonta  them,  before  the  powers  of  that 
derartmentooold  be  properly  ezenasad ;  and  thM 
if  Otxigrass  posseasad  the  power  eome  gaatbttoi 
ocoitena  for  on  this  pdnt,  they  most  |M«vioiiil^ 
lenslate  on  it  in  the  same  manner.  Ob  this 
■Di^eat  there  can  be  no  donbt  of  the  pnqtriety  of 
this  otjjeetion,  if  Oongresapossaased  tbe  ponrt 
and  their  never  haviw  passed  andi  a  law  is  a 
strmg  proo^  that  whatanr  o|didoiM  dtber 
branohes  may  have  oilarttined,  that  both  dU 
not  suppooe  they  posseosed  thia  power,  v  M^ 
talnly  tney  would  have  kgislated  npon  it  If 
they  ^  not  donbt,  or  wwe  not  snra  Osy  did 
this  authority,  why  did  they  set 
_  it  at  the  time  tbej  did  on  all  nih 
parts  of  their  privQegea  and  pow«s  a* 
they  oonorived  they  had  aalhi^^  lo  set  ea. 
They  (that  is,  Oongreaa)  pasted  an  aet  on  the 
■ubieot  (^  the  eleonon  of  membcn  cf  tbe  BoiM 
orReiveaentatiTeB,  of  wUnhthat  Honse  veiba 
at^  Jndgea ;  each  Hoose  detailed.  In  a  psrtiealaf 
manner,  their  miss  and  modea  of  proeesdiig— 
this  was  all  that  was  neoesaary  to  be  dstKM. 
The  runalnder  rf  the  olattae  iwpeeUng  privi- 
lagealsao  azpnsa  on  tba  sol^aek  ef  priviktn 
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from  'urait,  goTOTuneat  of  members,  and  ex- 
poUcat,  that  evory  civil  offloer  in  the  United 
Btatea,  Mid  ereiy  man  who  has  the  least  know- 
ledges o*>u>^  miaDnderataad  them.  I  usert, 
that  it  was  the  deo^  of  tbe  oonstitntion,  and 
that  not  onlj  its  ipirit,  bat  letter,  warrant  me 
In  die  aMertiixi,  that  it  never  was  intended  to 
«*e  Oongraaa,  or  dtber  branch,  anj  bnt  speoi- 
fied,  «nd  thoM  very  limited,  priTilegea  Indeed. 
Tbey  well  knew  how  oppreeNTcly  the  power  of 
Dndeflned  jirivil^es  had  been  eiereised  in  Greet 
BritalD,  and  were  determiiwdnosnoh  aathoritj 
itwold  erer  be  exercised  here.  Thej  kneit  tiiat 
bfreo  countries  vnyfewprlTilegce  vereneoes- 
sary  to  the  nndistnrbed  exerdie  of  legislative 
dntie^  and  those  few  onlj  thej  determined  that 
CoDgrees  sboold  posaeM ;  thev  never  meant  that 
tbe  bod;  who  owit  to  be  the  pnrest,  and  the 
least  In  want  of  uielter  from  the  operation  of 
lawR  aqnallT  aflbcting  all  their  fellow-citizens, 
dionld  be  able  to  avoid  them ;  thev  therefbre 
net  only  Intonded,  bnt  did  confine  their  privi- 
leges within  the  narrow  limita  mentioned  in  tbe 
conititntioD.  And  here,  sir,  let  mo  ask,  are 
not  these  privilege  all  that  are  neoesearjt 
Thsf  hare  complete  antlxvil;  to  keep  order 
and  daoomm  within  their  own  chamber,  to 
dear  the  plleries  if  an  aodloKe  are  nnml  j,  and 
to  ptmtoh  their  own  mem1>era,to  take  care  that 
no  arroBta,  excmt  fbr  treasim,  felonj,  or  breach 
of  the  peaoei,  uuUl  keep  their  members  fVom 
tb^  dnty,  and  for  all  UbeUoos  attaclu  or  mis- 
rqtresentatitnu  the  lawa  are  open  to  them ;  and 
If  nqjnstlr  tttaoked,  no  donbt  the  Jones  of  their 
ooontiTmea,  who  are  interested  to  preserve  the 
di^^  and  Independenoa  of  their  Legidatnre, 
wfll  ^ve  then  the  moet  ample  latiB&otion,  Bnt 
itiaaaid,  "  eaohbraiiohmnst  ikmbmb  this  pow- 
er to  muiidi  filr  breach  of  piivUegea,  which  thev 
most  Jndga  rf  as  dteamstanoas  ma;  arise  and 
nqiiire ;  that  ever;  ImalatlTe  boct;,  or  brandb 
<rf<aM^  possesBes  an  InhiBrent  right  to  protect  it- 
self, widoh  must  be  ezendsed  aa  thdr  dlenetion 
direeta,  beoaaae  it  mar  fireqneQtl;  be  neoessair 
to  coeroiM  It  immediate;,  wb«i  tbe  pnbHc 
Mfetj  would  make  it  in^wssible  to  wi^t  for 
refenaoe  to  other  bodies,  or  tribonals,"  and, 
'^that  if  a  man  was  ^imMchiiig  to  knock  von 
down,  H  would  be  abmrd,  iiut«ad  of  defending 
joorsdt  to  deliberate  whether  yon  were  anthor- 
iaedtodoeo;  that  von  mnst  act  insttintlv,  as 
tbtt  nfnanimi  demanfe ;  and  that  as  eaoh  indi- 
vidnal  in  aodet;  posseeses  this  inherent  right 
to  protect  hhnMlL  ao  does  each  branch  of  the 
LemalatQre."  Hue,  as  &r  I  have  been  able 
oi^MetjisdiesamofthereasmiinKon  this  i 

feet;  and  it  Is  said  to  Im  strengtfwDad  t>; 

pnMioe  and  proceedLofn  ttf  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Oolonial  L^islatnree,  before  the 
Bevdntion,  and  most  of  the  State  Legiahitnres 
rinoe,  and  is  now  nniversall;  received  aa  the 
tme  doctrine  on  this  snlitJeob 

That  It  is  the  doctrine  and  praetioe  of  the 
Britieh  Parliament,  I  will  allow ;  bnt  It  was  be- 
canse  the  doolrines  there  held  are  ntterl;  inad- 
mias^  in  a  tiree  Govemmait{  and  to  prevent 


and  tbe  improper  praotioe  of  tbe  Colonial  a 

State  Legislatnres,  ti)at  this  limitation  of  the 
privilege  of  Congress  was  here  pnrpoeel  j  Intro- 
dnoed.  Will  anv  man  nndertnke  to  ssv,  that 
the  privilege  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
onght  to  be  that  of  the  Congress  of  this  conn- 
try  t  Do  yon  snppose  that  aU  their  members, 
and  tiieir  propcnty.  and  even  their  servants^ 
ahonid  be  proteotea  trom  arreeta  daring  tbe 
whole  tjme  they  are  elected  for,  many  of  them 
for  twenty  years  together,  or  dnring  tbe^  liveet 
Wonld  it  be  thon^t  safe  In  this  ooontry  that  a 
saiaQ  mriority  of  a  small  body,  or  ringle  brandi 
of  a  Leglslatare,  shonld  eiaim  and  exercise  the 
anthority,  whenever  they  please^  to  send  and 
seize  any  man  in  Jonr  commnnlty,  however  im- 
portant, and  ooDtlne  him  In  a  loathsome  dan- 
geoD,  for  six  montlte  t<^ther,  merely  beoanso 
he  baa  differed  with  them  in  polltice,  and  criti- 
dsed,  as  he  bad  a  right  to  do,  on  their  legisla- 
tive acts  I  Is  it  a  plMsant  si^t  to  onr  dtizen*, 
to  see  sergeanta-at-an&s,  with  their  rods,  in- 
qnisitorially  seiidng  freemen,  and  drawing  them 
to  yonr  bar,  and  there  exhibiting  them  as  crim- 
inals, or  spectacles  to  crowded  uidieneee,  mere- 
ly becanae  they  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
attack,  by  argnmuit,  prooeedings  which  appear- 
ed to  them  nnoonatitntionalf  Can  yon  nave 
the  most  distant  idea,  that  your  oonstitoUon 
ooald  have  intended  thns  for  ever  to  shnt  ^e 
door  of  inqnlry,  and  make  it  so  penal  and  dan- 
oos  to  yoor  (jtizena  that  none  of  them  will 
«  to  ventore  itt  Is  It  possible  for  any  man 
read  the  constitntion  with  attention,  and 
then  enppoee  that  suoh  oonld  have  been  its  de- 
ngn  I  So  br  from  being  so,  I  do  assert  that 
great  paini  were  taken  spedally  to  guard 
against  the  exercise  of  any  endi  power,  and  I 
have  no  cknibt  that  the  Oongress  fd  1T98  mnst 
have  been  of  this  oplntoo,  or  dse  why  did  th^ 
paai  the  Sd  section  of  the  sedition  lawt  Why 
did  they  Hmproperly  in  my  opinion,  beoanse  n 
ona^t  to  Wong  to  the  mate  Jadioiala)— why 
did  they  make  the  crime  of  writing,  uttering, 
pnblialiing,  or  printing  any  libd  agdnat  the 
Prtddent,  or  dtber  branch  of  Congress,  tria- 
ble, and  poniahable,  In  the  federal  oonrtt^  if 


m^cloua  Bttacka,  why  inolnde  them  in  this 
actt  Tb«r  poww  extends  over  tbe  whole  of 
the  XTuion,  aM  can  reach  anv  Inhabitant,  in  any 
State.  Is  It  not  thertfore  dear,  that  by  giving 
this  authority  to  the  federal  Jadges.  to  try  ud 
punish  for  writtoi  or  jninted  attacks  on  either 
brandi  of  Oongress,  that  the  Congress  of  176B 
did  not  suppose,  for  attadu  of  this  kind,  made 
In  the  pepem,  there  was  any  other  mode  cf 
pnnishment  than  by  a  trial,  where  the  pwson 
diaraed  wonld  have  tbe  benefit  of  trial  by 
Jary  I  Surely  this  mnst  have  been  th^  oj^ 
ion,  or  they  would  not  have  bad  two  diKrent 
modes  of  trial  and  poidshment  for  the  same  t^- 
fenoe.  They  never  would  have  erected  a  new 
jurisdiction  to  include  a  crimen  when  one  soffi- 
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(Bsntlj  strong  and  enn^etio  ezbtod  alreftdr; 
but  to  proTB  thia  itill  mora  dearlr,  let  mb  m- 
qoira,  why  the  oonstitiitlon  Bboald  hav«  been 
■o  attentive  to  each  brancti  of  Oongreaa,  ao  leal- 
ona  of  their  privih^ea,  and  hav«  abown  ao  Uttle 
to  the  PreaideDt  (tf  tbe  TJn]t«d  Btatea  tn  thla 
reelect.  Wbyahonld  the  in^Tidoal  membera 
of  either  braDob,  or  either  branch  itael^  hsre 
more  privilegee  than  himf  He  ii  himaelf,  aa 
&r  aa  nia  qnaliAed  negative  goe^  a  branch  of 
the  L^islAtnn ;  be  ia,  beddea,  yonr  Es«oatJTe, 
be  ia  the  Bw<»d  of  tbe  law,  and  doea  he  posseaa 
■nj  priTilegaa  like  theaef  If  a  man  meeta  him 
wMiung  alone  in  the  atreeta  and  inaolta  htm,  or 
if  one  <tf  ruffian  mannera  abonld  anter  bLa  hona^ 
And  even  atnue  Mm  thwe,  baa  ronr  Prealdent 
aaj  privUeges  like  theaat  Can  ne  ocnamit  and 
impruon  witliont  a  trial  t  So,  air,  he  mnat  re- 
sort to  the  laws  for  aatiAotiiim,  where  tiie  per- 
aon  diarged  with  the  ontragewiU  be  hwd, 
and  wh»e  eaoh  party  win  have  jnatloe  done 
tbem,  by  men  who  ou^t  to  be  ao  impartiallr 
anmnHaed  aa  that  no  nndne  biaa  will  tie  finuid. 
irtwn  thejr  eome  to  dedde.  No  privikgo  of 
thia  kind  waa  intended  tot  vonr  Ezeonth-e. 
nor  a07  except  tliat  which  I  have  mentioned 
for  yoor  Le^alatnre.  The  Convention  which 
formed  the  oonatitation  well  knew  that  thia 
was  an  important  ptAot,  and  no  snlijeot  bad 
been  mora  abnsed  tlun  privilege.  They  there- 
fore determined  to  aet  Uie  example,  In  merelv 
UmlUng  privilege  to  what  was  neoeaaarr,  and 
no  mora.  Look  into  the  oonstitntiona  of  all 
the  Stataa  whiofa  have  been  formed  alnoe  the 
federal  conatitaticxi.  and  aee  if  they  have  not 
dtae  the  same.  The  OonstltDtJon  of  Sonth 
Carolina  ft  retnaibbly  explidt  and  Umit«d  on 
thia  anttJeot;  Itaaja^  "that  each  Honse  may 
pnniib  %  impriaonment,  during  ita  aitting,  an^ 
peraon  not  a  nKanber,  who  shall  be  goQfcf  of 
oiareiVeet  to  tiie  Honae,  by  anj  dia^deiir  or 
OcmtemptDona  bebavtoT  tn  its  preaMim,  or  who, 
Auicg  the  time  of  Its  sitting,  ihall  threaten 
hum  to  tlie  bodj  or  eatate  of  laj  member,  Ua 
any  thing  aald  in  either  HoD«e ;  or  who  shall 
UMult  any  of  them  therefbr ;  or  who  shall  as- 
sault <a  arrest  any  witness  or  oilier  person,  or^ 
dered  to  attend  the  House,  in  his  going  to  or 
ntnning  therefrom;  or  who  abaB  Teaone  any 
person  araeited  t^  order  of  the  Honae."  Theae 
an  aD  privilegea,  exeept  prirHwe  from  arrest  or 
ieime  of  etti^  mentioned  in  tutt  oonstitnlion ; 
and  the  ili^tMt  inspection  at  onoe  slirowi,  that 
except   for  dlsreqwot  or  oontemptoons  oon- 


ia  oondnot  in  tbe  Honae,  that  no 
odier  sathori^  la  given  to  pnniah — not  a  word 
la  add  abont  libeia,  or  attacks  by  writing  or 
printing,  on  their  oondnot.  It  is  well  known 
that  onr  oonatitntion  intended  the  presa  to  be 
fi«e;  to  be  the  means  of  oommnnicating  the 
acta  of  the  Ooverament,  and  of  commenting  on 
Ihem  where  necessary;  that  it  anppoeea  that 
ni^oritlea  will  sometimes  exist,  who  may  wish 
to  oveiatep  tbe  honndarles  they  onght  not  to 
paw;  and,  therefiwe,  it  prortdea  for  thcin,  In 


the  hands  of  the  people,  this  wholeMmeofKne- 
Uon  of  the  picas,  which  those  who  retort  to 
must  use  at  tnelr  peril.  If  they  oae  itprqptily, 
animadvert  with  poprie^,  and  reaUy  ptdU 
oat  d^ots  or  nanrpatirau  in  the  Gonrnmtnl, 
the  people  will  apiHaod  their  seal,  and  the  Im 
will  support  them  in  their  exertiom;  bat  if  they 
fUtdy  or  mdleionaly  miarepreaent,  the  law  wfll 
become  tbe  avenger  of  the  Oovanmeot,  and 
nnpr^ndioed  Jnriet  be  the  meana  of  pwaJddfii 
oalnmniatora.  Thia  ia  the  true  footii^  upon 
wMch  legidatiTe  privilege  aboold  be  pat  in 
every  Government,  and  it  ia  the  one  en  whidt 
it  ia  now  plaoed  in  the  nnit«d  Statea.  By  this 
yon  give  sufficient  power  to  punish,  tat  any  iio- 
praper  thing  dwM  m  thdr  pr— ""  — wlj.  ™ 
distnrti  (he  order  of  either  S 
deeumm  ^  their  prooeedini 
posed  eUndarona  attack,  t 
whidi  yon  oo^^t  to  tonob  the  oaoatMaHoul 
right  of  the  poUic  to  inqidra  into  pablio  aSUn, 
and  the  delioatosabieot  of  trial  by  Jury,  will  il- 
waya  neoesnrily  ohOge  yoo  to  reoor  to  the  lit- 
ter for  redress  and  sati^cdon. 

If  it  waa  proper,  on  sabjaeta  like  thia,  to  rrftf 
to  British  precedenta,  I  eonld  mention  a  Teeeat 
one,  which  it  exactly  in  point;  and  diewi,  Ibtl 
even  in  tbe  En^^iah  Honae  of  Oommena,  tin 
doctrinel  contend  for  prenile;  iti^thatiod 
oases  of  libela  against  dther  Honse,  the  remedy 
most  be  by  proseontion  by  tlie  Attmney  Oene* 
ml,  and  trial  by  Jnry.  In  Stodidale'i  caa^ 
Doctor  Logan  pnblisbed  ohargea  a^M  tbe 
Honse  of  Commons,  In  whioh  be  Mated,  ia  ■ 
variety  of  ways,  that  they  had  been  gnl?  <^ 
great  cnulty  to  Ur.  Hastiws,  Ur.  FIU  and  Kr. 
Fox,andaUddeaof  the  Honae  agreed  that  U 
waaalibet;  bnt,  instead  of  wdering  him  bcfoi 
tbe  Honse,  tbegr  entered  into  zeaolDtiDBa  direct- 
ing the  Attoitiey  General  to  imMcnte.  It^ 
pean  to  me  ao  dear,  that  for  all  Hbela  or  at- 
tacks on  dtber  bnuiob  of  the  LegidsUua,  ii 
wrttlog  or  in  print,  the  mode  most  be  by  proee- 
enthm,  that  I  do  not  know  it  it  neoeetaiy  te 
tnxdile  you  at  thia  time  with  anrtetherTea- 
Bonhig  on  that  head;  I  wlllUMnforeaBlymat- 
tioa  one  more,  and  then  wodnde  tfait  part  rf 
mysDl^ect:  it  ia,thatf>«en  tbe  nature  of  ov 
Ooverament,  when  onr  Pumaaatr  It  deelim 
end  oUiged  to  attend  to  pnUio  opiBiea,«*eo  if 
bewiehea  to  do  sa,bawQl  noverveBtan  en 
thoae  bdd  nwatares,  whidi  bendita?  Eteeo- 
tiTetaometimea  attempt.  I(tltH,themibadd 
be  seme  men,  whoae  pcdltkal  talsptt  he  It  sfrdl 
Dt,  or  whose  Inqolrias  into  his  adndalatniiM 
give  Um  noeaaiiMai,  an  Exeostiv*,  instialof 
venturing  on  any  anch  meaanre  bliiiilf.  if  ^ 
oan  obtain  a  mqjoritj  in  either  bran^  ^ 
easily  disoover  some  mode  of  having  ti^  isw^ 
poliuoal  iniquities  conatnied  into  wcadieief 
privile^ ;  and,  nnder  oover  of  hie  friends'  ian- 
enoe,  immure  and  sUence,  daring  a  whels  m- 
don,  and  Ibr  half  a  year,  a  man,  whose  «ga- 
mentg  were  perhapa  nnanswemue,  and  wheat 
system  may  be  the  one  whfeh  your  oaaaali 
m^the  next  year  adopt.    lamferfrvB^- 
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podng  that  wa  are  yet  so  mnoh  advanoed 
die  arta  and  tntrignea  of  older  Oorenunenta 
at  to  make  tlkb  probable  at  present;    It  is 
not  Iio«e*er  ImpwHible,  and  nnut  be  goarded 


;ran,  as  applying  to  tl)««e  defined  privileges ; 
uid  is  it  is  the  firet  time  this  laored  nil^eot  lias 
been  before  either  Eoiue  on  a  qneetii'  '  ' 
Qege,  I  shall  expeot  yoor  Indiilgenoe 
anoe  remarks  on  it.  I  diall  be  Tory  Aorf,  for 
bowsTer  fhiitftil  the  snl^t  Is.  jet  so  mnoh  has 
been  taid  of  it  dsewhercL  and  yon  mast  be  so 
well  aeqnaint«d  with  it,  that  it  will  be  neoesu- 
IT  for  me  bardy  to  state  some  general  prind- 
ue^  as  they  apply  to  the  question  before  yon. 
I  feel  a  pride  ta  saybiK  that  in  no  otmntry  hat 
As  pren  aver  been  as  free  as  in  United  Ameri- 
ca; bovererdonded  or  inten-npted  tUe  fl«e- 
d«ii  ha&  la  my  <n>ink>n,  latdy  been,  t  entertain 
a  hope  thai  in  a  foir  months  all  its  sbai^les  wDl 
be  removed,  and  that  the  emotions  they  hxn 
McasuMted  in  the  pnhlio  mind  will  for  erer  for- 
Ud  Its  being  thus  fettered  agtdn.  Tonosnbjeet 
bare  I  erer  more  carefUlr  applied,  than  what 
ought  in  a  welt  regulated  GoTernment  to  be  the 
freedom  of  the  press.  1  well  know  that  where 
the  prees  is  not  (tee,  llberh-  Is  bnt  a  name,  and 
Govermnent  a  mockery.  I  have  therefore  en- 
deavored to  form,  in  my  own  mind,  wiiat  ought 
to  be  the  tme  standard  of  the  ftvedom  of  the 
I>ress  with  us ;  and  I  have  no  donbt  that  it  oon- 
rists  in  this:  That  the  printing  press  shall  be 
free  to  every  person  who  undertakes  to  exam- 
ine the  proceedings  of  the  Legialatore,  or  any 
brandi  of  tl»  Government,  and  no  law  shaU 
ever  be  made  to  restrun  the  right  thereof ;  that 
the  fi«e  oommnnication  of  thoogbte  and  opin- 
iona  is  one  ot  the  moet  Invalnable  rights  of 
man;  and  every  dtiien  may  fi«ely  tpeak, 
write,  and  print,  on  soy  sntfjedt,  being  respon- 
sible for  the  ahnse  of  that  libeir ;  that  in  prose- 
cnti<nis  for  the  pnblieatton  of  papers  Investi- 
gating the  official  conduct  of  ofilcers,  or  men  In 
a  pnUio  capkdty,  or  where  the  matter  published 
ia  proper  for  public  information,  tne  trnth 
thereof  maybe  given  in  evidence;  and  in  all 
indictments  for  libels  the  Jury  shall  have  a 
Tight  to  detwmine  the  law,  and  the  fiict,  nnder 
tlM  direction  of  the  eonrt,  as  in  other  oases. 
This  is  the  situatiDn  in  which  the  Oonstitutdon 
of  Penn^lvania  has  ]Jaced  the  ^ress ;  and  it  is 
(he  bne  and  safe  one,' upon  which  it  ought  to 
I«  placed  in  every  ft«e  Government  Here  the 
right  to  Investierie  the  conduct  of  the  Legisla- 
tore,  and  of  orodol  men,  is  not  only  reooguized 
and  eatablished,  but  the  constitution  seems  to 
require  it  as  a  duty,  from  the  citizenB.  It  says 
to  thetn,  these  are  men  periodioally  delisted 
by  700  to  manage  your  public  concerns — to 
fon,  and  yon  alone,  they  are  ocoomitable  for 
their  conduct;  nor  can  yon  know  whether  it  is 
uailtorion^  or  otherwise,  but  by  having  the 
right  to  examine  into  it,  and  by  freely  and  fre- 
quently oxercisinff  that  right.  And  wonld  it 
&ot  be  tho  ftran^gest  thing  in  the  worid,  when 


the  ocHistittttion  not  only  establishes  the  right, 
bnt  calls  up<m  the  ellixens  to  exercise  it  witJt 
alertness,  and  by  no  means  to  neglect  it,  that 
If  they  should  happen  to  displease  a  branch  of 
the  LegtsUtnre^  whose  oondnet  they  have  cen- 
sored, that  they  ahoaM  be  delivered  immediate- 
ly into  the  power  of  this  hranoh,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  they  please;  that  the  men  they  bad  ao- 
eneed,  and  -wboia  they  had,  by  the  ooustltotioi 


trine!    Wonld  it  not  Involve  aj       „ 

that  ought  not  oartiUnly  to  be  ehargeaUe  tipCRi 
the  framers  of  the  eoostitnticmt  In  private 
eases  of  slander,  or  dafiKoatfon,  wonld  yov  sni!' 
fer  the  person  abnsed,  or  any  near  eonneetioB 
irf  his,  or  perscm  interested  in  tlie  event  of  th« 
stdt,  to  be  on  the  Jury!  Oertainly  not  How 
nraeh  more  ^aringly  imjct^er  then  woidd  it 
be,  in  eases  of  a  puuio  nature,  whtn  the  acta 
of  a  le^slatlve  branob  are  eensnred,  and  whwe 
the  ofaarge  lias  been  t^enly  and  hoowaUy 
bron^t  forward,  to  oomorit  tlie  person  who 
prodneed  It,  at  onoe,  to  the  power  of  the  body 
whose  aota  he  has  condemned  I  Let  ns  enwos^ 
that  in  the  ezerdse  ot  this  invalnoUe  rif^tj 
some  disinterested  and  independent  man,  nrgad 
by  the  moel  honorable  and  patriotic  motives, 
should  conceive  a  branch  *k  the  Legidaturs 
overstepping  the  bounds  of  the  constitution,  and 
going  into  measnree  desbwitive  of  onr  rights, 
or  iqturione  to  our  inttfeete;  that  this  man 
should  be  an  important  member  of  your  oommo- 
nity,  of  known  integrity  and  independoiee  of 
sltnatl<Hi  and  character,  that  he  should  have  no 
private  ends  of  hie  own  to  answer,  or  anything 
in  view  bnt  the  pnbUe  good;  that  ha  lioB  em- 
balmed in  the  hivestigation  at  tlie  entreaty  of  a 
numerous  and  reqiectahle  part  of  the  oommnni- 
ty,  who  wiAed  the  public  udnd  to  be  so  fUriy 
and  folly  possessed  <rf  fiaots^  and  reasonings  on 
them,  as  to  be  able,  at  (he  next  election,  to  de- 
termine with  predion  and  fUmess  on  the  con- 
duot  of  their  Xegislatore;  under  these  droom- 
«6  wonld  it  be  proper  to  deliver  this  man 
into  the  power  of  ahody  whom  he  baa  diarged 
with  misbehavior,  or  a  departure  bom  axad- 
tutional  i^nriplest  Or  would  it  not  be  more 
fair,  would  it  not  wear  more  the  q^earanee  of 
impartiality  In  cose  an  examination  was  neces- 
sary into  Uie  DBtnre  of  bis  ohargee^  or  the  man* 
ner  in  which  he  has  mode  them,  and  the  ex- 
preenons  he  has  used,  to  have  a  distinct  and 
nnpr^udioed  body,  a  Jury  acting  nnder  oath,  to 
decide  between  them  I  As  fer  as  I  know  any 
thing  of  the  piindplea  of  natural  JnsUoe,  I  shouu 
Boppose  there  woe  no  question  on  tiie  enbjeot, 
and  no  other  oj^nlan  onj^t  to  be  entertamed, 
and  that  without  it  there  can  be  no  such  liberty 
of  the  press,  or  freedom  of  inquiry,  as  the  eon- 
Btitution  intends. 

And  here,  sir,  let  it  be  asked,  why  shonld  a 
Oovemment  that  means  well,  or  is  confident  in 
its  uprightnees  and  ability,  ever  fear  the  preaat 
It  Bhonid  be  to  them  a  source  of  great  plMsnre^ 
in  reflecting  that  they  had  so  exoelloit  a  mods 


dbyGoO^Ie 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 


Brtaek  tf  T\  •irBtga, 


[MiMB,  isoa 


of  diffbdng  «  knowledge  of  thdr  aeta,  well 
kttowiDg,  if  they  wcr«  m^mrtlj  attaoked,  it  gave 
them  the  most  amfde  meens  of  defence;  and 
that  if  it  became  immoderate  aod  lioeationa,  the 


dtmdered,  have  rejoiced  that  sooh  a  defbnoe  haa 


which  Bometimce  crowd  about  the  chBtsctera 
of  poblio  bodies,  or  men,  and  which  it  is  necet- 
■arj  to  remove  I      Pnblio  bodies  are    pablie 

Cpertf;  and  ao  indeed  are  public  men ;  who 
e  in  any  decree  rendered  themaelrea  cod- 
■picuona  hj  their  ezertiona:  few  of  these,  if 
Brer  there  was  one,  can  ezoect  to  be  without 
peraonal  wemies ;  theee  will  be  in  proportion 
to  the  talents  rd  the  man  tliej  dialike,  and  liie 
eoDseqnenoa  with  the  people.  Men  who  engage 
in  paUio  UfiB,  ix  are  membera  of  legialative 
bodiea,  mnat  expect  to  be  exposed  to  anony- 
motu,  and  aometimea  avowed  »i*«i'hi.  on  their 
prindplee  and  oi^nions.  TheiT  beet  shield  will 
M  an  njwiafat  and  able  oondm^  The  best  in- 
formed viU  lonietimes  eir;  bat  when  th^  in- 
tentiona  are  pore,  an  enlightened  nation  will 


ernraent  can  never  dre«d  the  jmtt.  It  !a  only 
In  Stataa  where  the  happtoeaa  (d  the  peo^e  is 
not  the  end  (tf  Oovemmen^  or  where  an  indi- 
Tidoal  or  a  few  posMsa  the  whole  aiUhoril;, 
that  the  preaa  is  not  agreeable  to  them.  Eenoc^ 
in  de^ooma,  it  ia  generaUr  odiotu  to  the  sov»- 
rdgn,  and  stnodj  limited.  We  have^  however, 
fonnd,  even  among  &aa,  a  latitude  which 
proves  that  in  the  most  despotic  eonntrie^ 
where  the  sovereign  ia  eonadona  ot  ndn^  hit 
power  for  the  gtiod  of  the  people,  he  (ears  not 
the  slanders  of  the  malioiooa.  It  ia  remarked 
of  Frederic  of  Pmssia,  that  few  princes  were 
more  libelled  by  their  subjects ;  bnt  that  in  no 
ooontrj  were  libels  more  diiiregarded :  that  few. 
If  any,  Instances  ever  occnrred  of  his  endeavor- 
ing to  difloover  tlie  anthors,  or  to  crash,  by  pun- 
lament,  the  spirit  of  inquiry  which  Utwary 
poranita  had  difPbsed  among  bis  snldeote.  A 
more  remarkable  instance  b,  that  of  tiie  Em- 
press of  Roaaia ;  in  gjving  her  directiona  respect- 
ing libels,  she  a^^  "great  care  otight  to  be 
tuen  how  we  extend  this  crime;  repreeentiiig 
to  onrselvea  the  danger  of  debasing  the  hmnan 
mind  by  restraint  and  oppresidon,  which  can 
prodnce  nothing  bnt  ignorance,  and  most  cramp 
and  depress  the  rising  efibrts  of  genioB."  I  did 
not  expect  to  have  been  obliged  ever  to  have 
introdnoed  on  this  floor,  Frederic  or  the  Em- 
preaa,  as  examples  on  the  subject  of  the  preeh 
The  love  of  liberty,  or  a  wiah  to  conntenance 
the  tfirit  of  pcditioal  inquiry,  waa  not  certain- 
ly among  tiie  reasons  f<>r  allowing  thia  latittide ; 
lint  they  at  onoe  discovered,  that  If  tiiey  wished 
to  govern  an  enlightened  people,  the  Eftlrit  of 
inquiry  most  be  nnshaokled.  and  au  eitennve 
range  given  to  litdrarv  prodoctiona,  Among 
i»  ancients  we  find  tiberins,  and  Tr^an,  and 


1111)0,  allowing  absolnte  liberty  of  speech  and 
writing,  soppreesing  the  laws  against  uditioDt 
words  and  writlnga,  and  poniihlng  infonnen. 
But  the  meet  remarkaUe  instancea  we  have, 
that  freedom  of  speech  and  writing  an  eHsn- 
tial  to  the  Ubeity  and  greabtess  <tf  a  people,  ire 
those  of  Athws  and  Rome,  when  republics:  in 
epeaUng  of  them,  a  celebrat«d  writer  tap, 
"  that  democracy  la  tJte  nurae  of  guAoi,  and 
the  greatest  eooourager  of  saUinutj."  The  bet 
is  evident  from  these  repuUies.  Ja  Onee^ 
Atliena  wat  most  democrstioal,  and  a  stste  of 
the  greatest  liberty ;  and  hence  it  waa,  aDcord- 
ing  to  Pateroulo^  "that eloquence  fionriihedia 
greater  force  and  plenty  in  that  city  alone  thu 
in  all  Greece  beeidee;  insomuch,  (aqv  he,)  il- 
thongh  the  bodiea  of  the  people  were  ditpmed 
into  other  oitiee,  yet  yon  wonkl  think  their 
soola  and  thdr  geidna  to  have  been  pent  np 
within  the  preoneta  of  Athene"  Bo  ue  du  ' 
of  Rome  was  not  only  the  seat  of  libot;  and 
em|dre,  bnt  of  true  wit  and  exalted  gemos.  The 
Roioan  power  ontltTed,  it  b  true,  for  a  eonod- 
arable  time,  its  liberty,  hot  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  writing  was  gon^  and  wit  and 
genius  conld  not  long  survive  tiiem. 

How  applicable,  inr,  are  theee  intlanoca,  ind 
how  incombent  on  us  is  it,  if  we  mean  to  keq> 
this  countiy  a  Repnblio,  to  oheriah  the  freedom 
of  the  pnm,  to  remember  that  withoot  it  s^ 
dam  any  thing  great  or  noUe  can  be  prodoeBd, 
that  to  ahaokle  it  ia  to  chain  the  mind,  and  itiSa 
the  aeeda  of  everr  thing  that  ia  gemnine  sod 
amiable  I  That,  In  the  wm^  of  a  cdebrated 
divine,  "reaacm  and  freedmn  are  our  own,  anl 
gIvHi  to  continue  so;  we  are  to  nae,  bnt  oannrt 
resign  them,  withont  rebelUng  against  Him  who 
gave  them;  that  to  invade  tlwm  is  to  encradi 
on  the  privileges  we  reotive  from  God,  sod 
traverae  the  demgns  of  Infinite  GoodnoM."  Ve 
should  remember  the  danger  of  precedeota,  ul 
be  oarefhl,  as  tiiia  ia  the  fint  discoidoa  we  ban 
had  on  this  sntitj^  '^'>t  to  eat&blish  impropa 
ones,  or  lay  a  foundation  for  that  debasemoit 
of  the  mind,  which  atwaya  follows  the  dcpes- 
rion  of  the  press. 

It  is  important  here  to  remind  yon  of  tba 
anxiety  (tf  the  State  Lenslatnrea  in  iuistiBg 
npon  the  doors  of  the  Deaat«  bemg  ihrowa 
open,  and  tlieir  l^idative  prooeedinga  encse^ 
liKc  the  other  braneh,  to  pnblio  view.  It  via 
done  nnqueationably  with  the  intent,  that  nin- 
ntes  of  your  debatea  ahoold  be  taken,  and  all 
your  prooeedinga  anbjfect  to  the  innectioaof 
snchof  ourcitiaeuaaa  choose  to  attend;  bots^ 
ft^mi  the  distance,  very  few  of  the  fiutaa  ooaM 
have  citizens  attending,  the  great  ol^ject  Mf 
tainlv  must  have  been  to  have  notes  tikea  of 
ihe  debates,  and  printed  in  the  gazettes;  ihtt 
throDsh  that  channel  infonnatioa  may  be  tno^ 
raitted  to  every  part  of  the  Union,  and  tbm  ika 
States  become,  in  the  beet  manner  they  are  ibla 
judges  of  the  talents,  aa  well  as  coodaot  aaa 
ijdnions  of  their  memben.    That  this  i*  of  in- 


ment,  no  man  will  deny; 
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U  geiied,  mod  dragged  to  jaw  bnr,  sod  perhnpa 
impriaooed  for  a  mistake  thftt  &  U«  hu  puaed 
*b(n  it  is  oulf  ha  seoond  readiog,  or  that  a 
BHmbar  of  »  eommittM  wu  not  mmmoDed  to 
ittnd  ttM  mMUng  of  the  oommittM,  irhHi  he 
WM,  ind  did  attend,  or  fiv  any  mirtake  of  ihi* 
Uni,  I  aak  70B  what  printer  or  reprater  will 
like  row  debateat  wlio  will  venture  on  It; 
'bcMDM,  where  will  70V  draw  the  line)  Will 
yon  retpdre  that  taeh  reporter  aball  ^Teever; 
word  ud  obaaratioa  with  ezactiMM,  and  that 
&•  Rnallcat  deviation  from  what  was  uid  on 
the  ordere  or  prooeedin;^  of  the  Honae,  ahalt 
nl^ject  him  to  the  odinm,  and  perbape  expeose, 
of  a  trial  at  yoor  bar,  whioh  moat  aocme  if  be 
baa  ooanaelt  If  thia  ia  the  ease,  no  reporter 
irin  certainly  attempt  to  take  joor  debatee,  and 
jonrdooramsj  JDBt  aa  vellbeshatagain.  Bat, 


_  .  1,  bnt  for  tbe  pre- 

eeding  and  aooempanTiiig  obaervalicns  reelect- 
ing ue  viewa  and  prooeedtnsa  of  the  Beiute, 
ttd  of  the  membeie  (^  that  bodv  in  th^  official 
«apad^,  ftv  whidi  we  think  Oiia  waminatton 
teqmrite.  I  have  alreadj  said,  in  the  onn- 
■BeDflcment  of  aj  aigotnent,  that  no  man  can 
JnHify  the  Uoentfeoaneaa  of  the  preae,  and  that 
ft  Is  perhuB  to  be  lamented  that  BO  mnoh  inveo* 
five  ii  need  in  flte  p^Mis  on  both  aidea  of  tbe 
qneadon;  botthatasmoetof  theaeobeervationa 
■re  en  thinga  that  did  not  happen  in  tbe  Senate 
nom,  and  man;  of  them  are  stated  to  have  oc- 
enred  near  two  jeara  ago,  and  that  aa  mnob 
more  viotoit  aboae  ag^nst  the  Senate  waa  pnb- 
BAed  in  tbe  Federal  puer  at;led  theOar  "- 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  l&th  day  of  Fe 
Kj,  and  no  notice  haa  been  taken  of  it  that  it 
waa  beat,  upon  thia  oooanon,  to  aofibr  the  pre*- 
cot  to  paaa  onnotlced  likewise :  that  it  ia  aatcai- 
ytung  tbe  honorable  mover  from  OcMmeoti^ 
who  aeenu  to  tad  eo  mnoh  Ar  the  dlgni^  and 
diaracter  of  tbe  Senate  (a  thia  oooanon,  did 
not,  on  tliat  of  tbe  abnae  which  waa  heaped  on 
it  for  conamiting  to  etop  the  enlirtment  for  the 
army,  have  aiinilar  fbelings;  and  that  aa  he 
eonaent«d  to  tofhr  thoae  animadvenbns  to 
vue,  it  woold  eertaiulj  be  doing  no  great  vi 
leoce  to  luB  fedinp  to  deal  with  the  present 
tbe  aame  way ;  that  perhaps  the  beat  mode  to 
Icaaen  Uie  importance  of  a  paper  was,  not  to 
treat  ita  obewvationa  with  rither  t^  much 
notice  or  aeverity ;  that  in  poltticH,  aa  in  reli- 
^on,  peraeontion  aeldom  made  converts;  that 
V  I  ever  had  the  inchnaticm  to  raise  the  Im- 
portanee  of  a  preaa,  and  bring  it  into  celebrity 
md  notice,  I  woold  wish  it  persecuted,  for  I 
Kver  aaw  a  preae  in  a  free  Government  perse- 
cated  but  it  roae  immediately.  Attack  a  preaa 
for  ita  pofilical  pnbfioations,  yon  inatantly  con- 
Tioce  we  pec^le  that  it  is  dreaded,  and  moat  be 
of  gre«t  importanoe,  and  attract  tbdr  attention. 
ICe  can  never  for(Kt  the  memorable  oawe  of 
Sadkareral  and  Wutet,  or  how  much  the  Eng- 
Gdi  naticHi  waa  agptated  by  them,  and  we  onght 
to  be  ooQvinoed,  tliat  in  every  country  baling 
tbe  keat  aemblonoe  of  freedom,  the  aame  eon- 
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aeqnenoea  will  always  flow  from  tbe  same 
measures. 

I  reqneat  of  you  again  to  consider  tbe  im- 
portance of  the  question,  bow  f^,  in  tbe  case 
of  llbda,  or  attocka  in  tbe  papers,  for  their  po- 
litical opinions,  any  single  branch  ought  to  po»- 
aeea  the  power,  perbape  in  a  moment  of  passion 
and  resentment,  to  decide  on  what  is  to  affect 
the  personal  liber^  of  a  citiien  t  Whether  it 
la  oonaiatent  with  the  nature  of  our  Gcvern- 
■nent,  that  a  ringle  branch,  without  check  or 
control,  ahoold  become  Judges  in  tb^  own 
caaet  Whether  any  citizen  charged  with  a 
crime,  fbr  which  he  may  be  pnnisbed  by  the 
temporoiy  lose  of  liber^  is  not  entitled,  by  the 
conetitution,  to  "  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial 
jotyl"  And,  whether  to  deny  ft  in  thia  in- 
stance, would  not  be  to  interfere  with  that  pro- 
vision of  tbe  constitution  f  For  my  own  part^ 
I  have  no  doubt  of  it;  and,  feeling  as  I  alwara 
do,  moat  Jealous  for  the  diaraoter  <^  this  branch, 
I  am  qtprehensive,  should  we  proceed  In  thia 
meaaore,  it  may  ooeadon  nnpleasant  obaerva- 
tiooa.  Some  of  ita  enemiea  may  perbape  say, 
that  no  power  ia  ao  arbitrary  as  that  of  the  un- 
limited aatbority  of  a  single  branch,  sating  in 
ita  own  ceuae,  revengiDg  its  ottu  affiants,  and 
ded^ng,  perhaps  more  by  its  own  passions  and 
feelings,  tDan  by  the  Jnstioe  of  the  cose ;  that  a 
power  of  this  kind  is  worse  than  a  despotism ; 
beoanse  there  tbe  despot  ia  in  some  measure 
checked  by  bis  Individual  responsibility;  fbr 
the  act  being  the  official  act  of  the  body,  is  that 
sort  of  protection  under  which  an  individud 
despot  cannot  shelter  himself  from  the  publio 
odinm — shonld  the  measure  be  oppressive,  be 
must  alone  meet  the  general  censure,  which, 
thus  concentrated,  strikes  with  force;  but  when 
divided  among  a  nmnber,  most  in  a  zreat  mea- 
aore Icee  ita  effect  That,  in  every  view  of  tbe 
autfjeot  we  mast  be  convinced  that  for  libels,  or 
printed  attacks,  im  either  branch,  tbe  constltQ- 
tion  must  have  intended  to  give  tbe  person 
charged  tbe  right  of  trial  by  a  Jury,  so  collected 
that  a  cool  and  nnpr^ndiced  examination  might 
take  place,  and  Jostice  be  done  to  all  parties; 
that  this  I  bad  ahown  to  be  tbe  case,  in  tbe  in- 
stance I  had  mentioned,  in  the  Honae  of  Com- 
mone  of  Great  Britain;  and  we  surely  would 
not  wish  the  press  shonld  be  more  free,  or  the 
freedom  of  inqoiry  into  le^ative  conduct 
more  unshackled  in  England  than  with  ne. 
Look,  rir,  into  the  abuse  that  is  duly  poured  by 
the  papers  of  that  oonntry  upon  their  Parlia- 
ment and  Administration,  and  upon  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Fox,  and  aU  their  leading  members; 
and  yet  we  see  no  prooeedinn  of  this  kind. 
Indeed,  if  we  were  to  believe  Uonteaquiea,  and 
the  writers  since  him,  it  is  to  the  freedom  rf  the 
press  aione  England  owes  tbe  portion  of  liberty 
she  ei^oys — it  is  tbe  ladder  by  which  she  rose^ 
and  that  which  she  will  struggle  most  to  pre- 
serve. I  devoutly  hope  she  will  always  keep 
it,  and  that  we  shall  likewise  maintain  it  for 
ever  in  its  utmost  purity. 

Hr.  P.  oondnded  by  ad^ng,  that  if  the  Sa- 
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lutte  wont  Into  a  oonriderstion  of  his  motioii, 
instead  of  that  of  the  gendeman  from  Coimecti- 
out,  (Mr.  TatoT,)  they  would  probably  avoid 
that  part  of  tbe  diaoassios  which  would  be  least 
Bfreeable,  as  the  Botijeot  wonld  be  dear  from 
^at  locaUty  and  penonalitr  wbioh  sttaohed  to 
the  first,  and  a  dftcUoo  wonld  take  plaoe  with- 
ODt  any  referenoe  to  Om  ca  that  partionlar 
printer;  bnt  if  the  geotlenun  would  poatpone 
the  qoMtion,  Ur.  P.  conaented  to  let  hu  motiaa 
Ue  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  its  beiitt  printed 
for  the  nae  of  tlie  members,  that  lo  both  pro- 
portions might  be  oompared  and  oonaidMed 
with  more  attention  than  oonld  be  done  in  an; 
other  way.  ' 

Mr.  OobzB  declared  tbat  the  oltjeot  which  he 
bad  in  riew  waa  nothing  more  dot  less  than  to 
rid  the  House  of  the  bnaineas  altogether.  He 
was  not  inoUned  to  appoint  any  spedal  time  for 
the  disooMion,  as  the  worthy  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Oarolina  Qtr.  Fibokhit)  had  reanested. 
He  hod  no  idea  uiat  it  waa  anppoeed  he  nad  the 
Baring  or  exoneration  of  any  printer  in  view ; 
he  had  no  anoh  thing;  but  he  wished  to  save 
the  repatntion  of  this  body,  whioh  he  thonght 
was  placed  in  Jeopardy  by  the  Connectiont  mo- 
tion. Here  it  is  proposed  to  inqnire  and  ex- 
amine of  and  into  this,  that,  and  the  other — to 
bring  one  printer  here,  and  generally  alt  per- 
sons and  papers,  who  and  whatever.  Just  aa 
yonr  oommittee  may  think  fit  Suppose  tJiis 
power  ia  donbtedt  Suppose  the  peraona  deny 
yonr  power — bow  are  yonr  oommittee  to  ett- 
force  their  mandates  t  Sappose  yonr  oonrtfi  of 
law  claim  oogniianoe  as  s  ease  of  libeL  are  yon 
b)  have  two  proHecntiona  and  two  trials  for  the 
same  offence!  Sorely,  snrely,  yonr  oommittee 
will  have  to  retire  from  the  nnteoable  ground, 
and  the  defeat  will  recoil  with  disgrace  upon 
those  of  na  who  attempt  to  assimie  powers  ne- 
ther oonstdtntlonat  in  tiiemselves,  nor  Just,  even 
if  they  were  conetitntionaL    Yon  can  oall  upon 


he  became  possessed  of  a  oertain  bill  whioh  he 
pnblistied;  what  kind  of  an  inquirv  is  this? 
How  he  prnctired  the  sight  of  a  bill,  while  it 
was  pendii^  in  Senate.  Why,  is  there  any  crime 
io  printing  a  minnte  of  onr  tranaactioiis}  Yonr 
bills  are  printed  by  yonr  own  order,  for  yonr 
nae,  and  for  the  information  of  the  other  Hooae; 
two  hundred  copies  or  more  are  cironlatedwitli- 
ont  any  i^jnnotion  of  secrecy ;  they  are  sent  off 
Into  every  State  of  the  Union;  and  are  yon 
going  to  make  inqniry  how  the  editor  of  the 
Anrora  sot  to  see  one  of  themt    Why,  are  not 

Cir  galuty  doors  open,  and  oannot  a  bill  which 
been  read  in  pobUe  be  possibly  remember- 
ed, at  least,  cannot  it  be  t^en  down  in  short- 
heiid  1  and  will  jon  pnniah  every  man  who  shall 
rq>eat,  print,  or  pnblish  what  is  made  public 
on  this  floor  t  Bappose  the  editor  of  the  An- 
rora deollnee  to  infonn  yonr  oommittee  of  the 
mode  throngh  whioh  he  obtains  his  informa- 
tion ;  he  aays  it  is  convenient  and  useM  to  him, 
bnt  bis  prior  engagements  do  not  permit  him  to 


divnlge  it  to  yon ;  will  yen  punish  him  fbr  co» 
tempt  t  Bnt  soppoee  yon  poaeased  ct  the  phy- 
ioal  power  necessary  to  proonre  the  informs 
ion  you  require  by  an  aitpUeatkn  of  the  toi' 
turei  while  yon  are  itraudiigliismoMlMttid 
dtahwating  Us  Jt^ta,  what  beoouMi  of  the  mod 
palladiam  of  Ametioan  freedom  I  Where  utbt 
Uber^  of  thepreal,  which  ia  aeeored  to  the  d- 
tisMks  (tf  the  Union  against  Federal  nwrpHJoot 
The  ooiiatitnlia&  dediina  tbat  yoa  shall  not  ii» 
fHnge  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fmai;  and  a 
power  txgnmij  denied  to  tbe  whole  Qoreifr 
ment,  a  singte  branch  may  not  assnme. 
Hwe  Mr.  0.  was  called  to  nder  ^ 
Mr.  BiN«Aii,  <tf  Feut^Waaia,  wtto  inqidnd 
what  the  liberty  of  tbe  pre>e  lud  to  do  on  a 

ration  of  poa^onementl   He  beHeved,  wbUs 
motion  lor  poetpoDement  waa  imdcr  oanai- 
daratitHi,  all  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  main 
qneation  to  be  out  of  order. 
It  waa  oontended  to  be  in  ordv  to  otject  cd 
poe^ooemeDt  generally  to  the  ori^al  mi>- 
3a,  for  an  annmeat  teiuing  to  deAat  the  ori- 
^nal  motiw  u  reaaoa  fbr  a  general  pos^Koe- 

Mr.  OooKt  proceeded,  and  stid  he  waa  ^  to 
find  that  tbe  fi-eedom  of  debate  in  this  Hodn 
was  not  to  be  deetrmred,  tbon^  U  a^t  be  In- 
termpted;  and  he  hoped  that  the  freedom  of 
the  press  wonld  never  be  Bobverted  while  tha 
Ooremment  of  the*  ooontry  rested  1900  thi 
BepnbUoaspriDdplaof  i^resentatkHL  He  ad- 
mitted there  were  a  great  many  Hl-nitiind 
things  t^  by  many  ot  om-  Ameriean  imsMi, 
bnt  that  ahonld  never  indnoe  him  to  nn  tbi 
risk  of  destroying  the  moat  valnaUe  and  dbe- 
tnal  bulwark  fiv  ^n|(tn<4tining  na  frM  and  ind»- 
pendent,  by  ndng  ao  Inatmment  more  fit  to  ad 
do  wn  the  tmnk  of  a  tree,  than  to  prone  it  of  in 
tendril  Inznrianoee.  What  waa  tiie  aipne  now 
brought  ont  againBt  this  freedom— 4n  o^nt 
poagesaed  of  alTthe  powers  neoeaaaiy  to  tatm 
itsBuooeast  Aprintar  iatobeeharBMLislota 
tried,  Judged o( and exeonted,  byabMyhaba 
offended.  Where  will  yon  find  men  ot  oem 
that  will  risk  eertain  rain  t  Snob  may  ariie  «haB 
the  preas  ia  in  danger.  It  waa  onoer  thasa  im- 
preasitHia  that  he  wiahed  to  get  rid  o<  the  ban- 
ness  albigether. 

Mr.  TRaoT,  of  Oonneotknt,  did  not  wiA  to 
preas  the  bndneas ;  indeed  hie  oondoot  had  it» 
nifeated  this  intention,  toe  the  original  Dx^iaB 
had  been  Buffered  to  lie  on  the  table  a  lowr 
term  than  nsnal  before  it  was  eaUed  n^  bat 
even  now  when  itwas  called nphe  did  not  win 
to  hnrry  it  through.  He  ahonld  not  rdhws 
moderate  delay,  bnt  he  hoped  the  motioo  &ta 
Tennessee  wonld  not  prev^  as  It  wAt  to  ds- 
stroy  the  ol^leot  without  any  Autber  oonridw- 
ation.  In  answer  to  what  fell  ttom  the  P'^ 
man  from  Tennessee,  he  wonld  a^.  that  tbe  m- 
Jeotions  he  had  made  did  not  all  cf  Ibam  ap^, 
and  if  there  waa  any  whidi  did  apptfi  mm>h> 
ments  could  be  made  eo  aa  to  ooolbnn  tbcni  to 
the  sense  ol  the  Senate.  He  wiahed  geolkmcn 
would  attend  to  tbe  worda  of  tbe  reKlatioa, 
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ntd  they  woold  find  tb«t  tbej  did  not  oairy 
tbcm  b^ond  what  wu  prudent,  mild,  ud  pro- 

rr.  Tba  oonunittM  are  decdied  to  Inquire  who 
liieoditor  of  the  Anron;  this  will  appear  to 
In  a  wffer  inaaiir,  for  the  peraon  is  not  pob- 
Bely  inown;  toe  uninint  declares  tlie  raper  to 
be  polj&abed  for  the  tiein  of  Benjamin  FratiUin 
Biclie,  but  we  do  not  know  who  are  the  heira. 
Tba  gentloiiau  ha*  told  n*  itia  no  crime  to  pnb- 
lidi  the  doings  of  thia  bodf ;  agTMd,  but  la  it 
Bothing  to  polish  natratlu  reapeedng  the  oS&- 
«ial  etodnot  of  the  members  of  this  bodyl  is  it 
BO  crime  to  poUiah  »  bill  while  befim  this 
HoQse  t  Bat  are  printers  at  liberty  to  teU  liea 
about  OUT  tmuaoBonst  The  Anrors  aaja,  that 
the  lull  wfaioh  it  published  had  p«eed  the  Se- 
ntie ;  this  every  member  knows  to  be  oontrair 
to  the  bet  The  bill  has  not  even  to  the  pre- 
HDt  moment  paned  this  body,  it  is  adil  on  yoor 
tiUe  liable  to  reoonunitment,  amendment,  or 
i^jeetion.  Asking  the  editor  how  be  came  to 
ftint  this  fUaebood,  does  not  go  to  examine 
inio  the  private  mode  by  whioh  conTeyanoe  of 
intelBgenoa  is  made  to  uiat  offloe:  there  can  be 
BO  le^  intflOigenoe,  it  being  a  biaebood.  Bnt 
mipfOK  we  haTe  no  power  orer  this  editor,  be- 
caoae  ^e  pren  ii  free;  snppoae  we  cannot  pnmah 
him  Gw  Dia  slander,  oatamnr,  and  blsehood, 
perh^ia  the  inquiry  may  lead  ns  to  dlsoover 
loine  peraona  whom  we  can  pnnish ;  will  it  be 
Mid  that  the  conalitntion  is  an  impediment  in 
oor  vty  to  pmdsh  one  of  onr  otra  members,  if 
be  shonld  be  tbond  gniity  of  abusing  the  oonfl- 
dence  of  his  dtnationf  At  least  we  can  eier- 
dae  the  power  of  removing  one  of  onr  officers, 
if  we  ahonld  ONiTicC  him  of  a  secret  league  to 
tmndt  intelHgeDoe  whioh  ts  oonfidentduly  In- 
tnated  to  his  oare. 

He  did  not  mean  to  insinnate  that  any  impro- 
per mode  was  need  in  conveying  this  intelli- 
genee ;  it  might  appear  that  the  whole  circnm- 
ftanee  was  a  mere  nnint«ational  error ;  if  ao  he 
Aovld  not  go  brther ;  hot  yet  the  printer  oonld 
hardly  have  ottde  the  sabseqcent  mistake  in 
rdatioo  to  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolins, 
is  declaring  that  he  had  never  been  consnited 
hy  the  committee  on  Mr.  Bose's  bill ;  there  was 
tomething  in  this  oaloolated  to  prodnoe  an  effect 
ipon  the  pablio  mind.  Ha  insmnatee  that  the 
bosineM  of  the  Senate  Is  done  in  oanonses,  into 
which  the  MnUeman  waa  not  permitted  to  en- 
ter; fijr  if  be  had.  It  Is  supposed  be  might  have 
deteotad  and  defeated  the  nuschieb  which  are 
woi^jng  Kainst  the  pnbUo  welfore.  This  is  an 
ebandmied  slander,  as  is  well  known  to  every 
stember  of  the  Houm,  for  Ur.  FatCKSXt  did 
■ttend  not  one  meeting  only,  as  the  editor  of 
the  Anrora  sqneexed  oat  some  days  ■al>Be^Qeiit 
h>  his  fiiat  lio^tions  publication,  bnt  be  did  at- 
tend every  meeting,  aa  he  baa  candidly  and  ho- 
norably avowed  innis  plaoe. 

The  gentlemen  had  declared  themsdvee  the 
ehampicms  of  the  preaa:  bnt  sorely  gentlemen 
viU  not  advocate  sooh  liberty  aa  tb&— (he  U- 
Wh  of  publishing  notbing  hot  liee  and  false- 
hood. If  by  ttie  Uber^  of  the  press  is  meant 
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the  pnblication  t^trnth  and  Just  politJca]  In* 
formation,  It  was  proper  to  be  supported ;  bnt 
he  was  dHdrona  of  muntaining,  along  with  the 
liberty  of  the  prms,  Hie  liberty  of  the  oitiien^ 
and  the  seonnty  of  the  Government;  be  waa 
not  for  saorifloing  these  latter  ot^eota  to  the  U- 
coitionsnees  of  the  preee.  He  was  not  inclined 
to  enter  into  a  newsiu^ier  controvern  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  and  reputo^on  of  the  Soaate, 
nor  did  he  think  that  gentlemen  apj^edated 
th^  own  standing  in  society  when  they  refor- 
red  the  individual  members  of  tbia  body  to  suoh 
a  mode  of  defence  against  the  shafts  of  cahmmy 
which  a  daring  editor  ml^t  hnrl  against  them 
individnolly. 

Ur.  Bloodwobth,  of  North  Oarolina,  doubted 
the  power  of  the  Senate  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  conduct  of  members  in  oommunicatJng  with 
thdr  oonstitaents,  much  le»  to  punish  them  for 
pabliebing  drcniostanoes  respecting  which  no 
u^onction  of  secrecy  had  been  Imposed.  He, 
however,  assured  the  Senate  that  be  had  not 
given  the  editor  of  the  Aurora  aoyinfornlati<»i 
on  the  subject  I)efore  them,  or  indeed  on  any 
other,  for  the  editor  was  a  stranger  to  him ;  nor 
did  he  know  that  he  ever  called  at  that  print- 
ing office  more  than  once  or  twice  In  bis  life. 
He  hoped  that  the  busine«  would  be  postponed 
for  the  present,  and  be  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  Its  being  taken  up  at  a  future  day,  when 
gentlemen  might  be  better  prepared  to  meet  it, 

Ur.  Faini,  of  Vermont,  declared  hims^ 
against  the  postponement,  nor  did  be  think  that 
the  motion  of  Mr,  PmoEmr  was  so  inconkst- 
ent  with  the  motion  before  the  House  as  ta 
render  a  postponement  neoeasary ;  he  tiiooght 
the  otHomittee  might  inquire,  and  although  tlt» 
gentleman  would  stop,  by  his  proposition,  troai 
prooeeding  In  case  it  tamed  out  to  be  a  &brica- 
tjon  of  the  editor  of  the  Anror^  yet  if  it  should 
be  foQnd  not  a  fabrication  of  his,  bnt  that  of  & 
member  or  an  officer  of  tbe  House,  it  was  ad- 
mitted they  might  progress,  without  infringing 
the  sacred  liberty  of  the  press.  Suppose  that 
some  person  in  the  gallery  should  have  fnmiA- 
ed  the  spurious  matter — and  that  may  possibly 
be  the  case — will  the  soored  liberty  of  the  press 
be  violated  if  we  order  tbe  doorkeeper  to  turn 
him  out,  and  refuse  him  access  in  ihture  t  He 
thought  the  resolutions  mi^t  be  amended  so 
as  to  ^ve  greater  satisfaction  than  they  do  at 
present ;  for  bis  own  part  be  was  not  wMug  to 
declare  all  at  present  which  they  contained. 
He  thought  the  bnraness  wonld  be  simplifled  if 
the  committee  were  directed  to  consider  and  re- 
port what  measures  would  be  proper  to  adopt 
m  respect  to  a  publication  coDtaioiiig  varioua 
untmtbs  ofUieproceedingsof  the  Senate,  and  If 
the  question  of  postponement  was  lost  he  meant 
to  move  several  amendments  for  tiiat  purpose. 

Mr.  Masok,  of  Virginia,  bad  no  objection  to 
meet  tbe  qoeetion  at  the  present  moment,  hot 
he  thought  it  of  such  importance,  both  to  the 
Senate  and  tbe  dtieens  of  tbe  United  States, 
that  it  should  be  token  up  and  discussed  in  a 
solemn  and  serious  manner;  not  hastily  and 
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lightlj,  as  some  gentlemen  aeemod  to  think  who 
were  opposed  to  the  postponement  for  a  few 
days  1  if,  however,  the  opposition  to  the  post- 
ponemeot  was  persisted  in,  he  had  no  doobt 
Dnt  the  snlject  wonld  prove  itself  well  worth  s 
discnssion  of  several  days,  and  that  the  nitimate 
dedsioo  would  not  be  made  till  a  period  more 
remote  than  that  moved  for  by  his  Mend  from 
Sooth  Carolina.  He  therefore  recommended  to 
genttemen  to  explore  well  the  gronod  which 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Oonnecticnt 
had  taken,  and  conrader  serionnly  of  the  eonse- 
qaenoee  to  which  they  woald  be  led  in  pursuing 
tneir  object.  What  was  to  be  the  course  of 
their  proceeding?  What  were  the  embarrass- 
ments likely  to  arise  ther^n  t  He  called  the 
Hoose  to  view  the  delicacy  of  the  eitnation  in 
which  they  woald  be  involved  while  defining 
their  newlv  discovered  privileges  and  snbverting 
the  old  aoKnowledged  privileges  of  the  liberty 
of  the  pres;  he  said  the  delicacy  of  their  sit- 
uation, cieoanse  be  considered  it  a  delicate  one, 
for  he  was  tar  from  believing  that  the  privileges 
of  the  Senate  were  aa  unlimited  as  the  genUe- 
man  from  Oonneotiont  contended  the;  were;  if 
so,  and  they  proceed  to  tonch  the  liberty  of  the 
WdBa,  whidi  tbey  may  discover  in  the  end  to 
be  seonred  agunst  the  invasion,  they  will  be 
oompelled  to  retrace  every  step  they  are  now 
taking,  which  will  ndther  redound  to  their 
honor  nor  disoemineat  They  ahonldlje  care- 
fill  how  they  expose  thenuelvea  to  popnlar  scru- 
tiny in  casee  respecting  their  own  power,  for 
&B  pnblio  mind  had  been  already  oonnderably 
agitated,  at  what  many  conceived  to  be  an  on- 
oonsdtational  exercise  of  power.  I^  session  af- 
ter seadon.  attempts  were  made  to  fetter  the 
freedom  of  the  prees,  the  people  of  the  United 
Statee  wonld  wilch  with  anxions  regard  every 
movement  of  this  body.  A  measure  which  ori- 
ginated in  tbe  Senate,  and  was  sabseqnently  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Le^sla- 
ture,  had  been  just  ground  of  alarm.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  they  watch  onr  bills  as  well  as  our 
laws,  for  it  must  be  recollected  by  many  of  the 
gentlemen  who  hear  me,  that  the  bill  called  the 
Sedition  Bill  was  first  introdoced  here,  and  that, 
instead  of  being  what  it  afterwards  became,  it 
was  a  bill  more  particularly  to  define  treason 
and  sedition.  The  good  sense  of  the  -  House, 
during  the  time  it  was  upon  the  table  and  un- 
dergoing a  political  dissection,  out  off  from  it 
many  of  those  monstrons  excrescences  which  at 
first  disfignred  it,  and  at  last  trimmed  it  into  a 
shapely  form ;  bnt  after  ail  it  was  removed  be- 
low stairs  is  a  condition  not  fit  to  meet  the  eye 
of  onr  oonstitaents — even  obliged  to  undergo  a 
decapitation;  the  head  or  the  title  of  it  was 
BtracK  off,  and  instead  of  being  a  bill  defining 
treason — which  is  a  thing  totally  ont  of  our 
power,  the  constltntdon  having  declared  in  what 
flliine  treason  should  corndst — instead  of  being 
denominated  8  bill  ag^nst  sedition,  it  took  the 
obnonons  head  of  being  a  bill  to  amend  the  law 
fur  pnniahmg  oertain  tfimes  against  the  Onitad 
Btateh 
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Ur.  AmjasBOir,  of  Tenneeeee,  did  not  rise  vilh 

L  intention  of  entering  into  the  msriti  of  tb« 
general  question,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  priTi- 
legea  of  tae  Senate,  which  he  conceived  to  b«  of 
great  moment,  but  merely  to  remark,  as  (mentis- 
men  alleged  that  the  poblic  mind  was  dredy 
agitated  on  the  subject,  the  postponement  would 
tend  to  increase  the  degree  of  agitation,  whkh 
he  conceived  it  was  the  wish  of  gentlemeo  on 
both  sides  to  have  allayed  aa  soon  as  peesiblc 
He  therefore  concluded  that  it  weald  be  better 
to  go  on  with  the  bosinese  and  oome  as  boos  m 
possible  to  a  decision.  One  gentleman  bsdiud 
it  ought  to  go  to  the  Judicial  courts,  and  Uul 
the  Attorney  General  should  be  directed  to  pro- 
seeute :  well,  then,  that  gentleman  should  pve 
his  consent  to  send  the  bnsinees  to  a  committer 
in  order  to  inquire  whether  the  case  would 
warrant  this  interference. 

Mr,  Ekao,  of 'South  Carolina,  would  not  op- 
pose the  motion  of  his  honorable  colleague  for* 
postponement,  if  he  had  required  it  on  hia  ovD 
account,  or  if  its  being  negatived  would  pravcot 
him  ttcta  bringing  forward  the  preamble  sad 
reeolution  he  had  read  in  bis  place,  and  st  s 
proper  time  of  having  them  aisenssed ;  but 
neitiier  of  thefee  circumstancM  were  nrj«d; 
tiierefore,  as  his  oolleagne  neither  required  tints 
for  preparation  nor  would  be  prevented  from 
oKring  and  supporting  the  intended  sni«od- 
qient,  he  should  Tot«  agiunst  the  postponement 

Ur.  Dattok  kad  the  nigheet  confidence  in  tb* 
honor  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroihu, 
(Mr.  PnroKNBT,)  snd  he  never  sofibred  himielt 
to  donbt  of  the  truth  of  the  declaration  which 
had  been  made.  He  thought  the  reeolntiou 
might  be  varied  so  aa  to  get  rid  of  the  idw 
which  the  gentleman  objected  to,  in  respect  to 
the  motion  having  been  bronght  forward  st  bii 
instance ;  and  might  be  amended  as  BOggcited 
by  the  genUeman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Piim,) 
so  as  to  reconcile  it  still  more  to  the  sratimeata 
of  the  Senate.  This  being  his  view  of  tha  w^ 
Jeot,  he  wished  the  business  to  proceed,  un 
should  therefore  vote  against  the  postponeawnt 

The  qnestion  on  postponing  till  Tuesday  nert, 
was  now  put,  and  tne  yeaa  and  nays  b«iig 
called,  stood  yens  9,  nays  IS,  ns follows: 

Yras.— Heaan.  Baldiriti,  Bloodworth.  Bnm 
"    '       Fnnklin,   Langdnu,   Uasoo,    Nlidicdii,  sol 


Mesin.  Andenon,  Bin^um,  Ciija^ 
Dayton,  FoMsr,  Qoodfaua,  Graene,  Qoim,  HII!li<«»> 
Lunnoe,  UvenDon,  Lloyd,  PbIds,  Boad,  Sai'i 
Scbnrgmsn,  Tnej,  Wstsoa  and  Well^ 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  NioBOUB,  of  Vir^nia,  wished  toatktx 
information.  Was  it  intended  by  ^i»  r«oin- 
tion  to  charge  the  committee  with  inqniring  uilo 
a  breach  of  privily  as  it  respected  th«  nitjot- 
ity  of  this  body  t  For  the  rewilutioniudi™^ 
nished  no  correctEdea  on  this  point  Hewiriisd 
also  to  know  whether  it  was  Intended  that  U» 
Senate  sboold  declare  that  tho  pablieatiOB  wis 
a  breach  of  privileget 

Mr,  Tb*ot,  <rf  Oonneottoot,  aaid  that  if  lh» 
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g»idemui  wished  for  iDfbrmMion  from  bira,  he 
would  eodeaTOT.  to  give  it.  He  conceiTed  it 
would  be  better  to  ponae  the  mode  of  ioqciiy 
fn  the  fint  tnstance,  through  the  interventioa  of 
1  commhtaei  and  not  make  &t  once  a  decimon 
wiutber  tlie  pnbBestion  was  or  was  not  a  breach 
rf  privilege ;  and  fbrther,  that  the  oommittee 
^old  report  to  the  Senate  what  other  matters 
were  the  proper  anhjeota  for  the  Senate's  in- 
tf^arj.  He  wonld  ncit  undertake  to  taj  at  this 
Ime  irhether  there  was  a  breaah  of  privilege  at 
tIl,or  whether  that  breach  was  in  respect  to  a 
m^oritj  of  the  Hooae,  or  of  the  privilege  of  a 
angle  member. 

ir,  ICusaaLL,  of  Eentncky,  wae  of  o^ion 
tbit  if  the  snbject  it««lf  waa  a  proper  one  to  be 
iii<]nired  into,  then  the  mode  was  well  devised, 
lUoDeliable tofewornoobjeetions;  bntthere 
«u  another  circnmstAnce  to  which  he  begged 
Knnisdon  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
H»  olmrved  that  the  reeolntitHi  pointed  onlj  to 
R»  otjeet,  and  that  waa  the  poblicationB  in  the 
Anrota;  hedidnotthink  this  went  far  enongh, 
if  it  wii  intended  to  be  uj  tiling  more  than  a 
rartT  man<BQTTe.  If  genUemen  meant  to  de- 
Kiia  the  honor  of  this  bo^j,  they  should  avoid 
nf  thing  like  piartiality,  and  direct  their  inqoirr 
lo  all  breaches  of  privilege,  hj  pnblicationa  in 
iKwqi^)eTS.  let  their  pDhlishers  be  whom  they 
ni^t  Believing  that  the  gentlemen  were  se- 
Tions  in  the  preaent  nndertakiUK,  he  wished 
them  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  impartt^ty 
whhont  which  it  would  refleot  ^sgrace  on  their 
pmceedings.  Qentlemen  have  complained  of 
ibe  slander  and  calmnny  thrown  npor  th6m  by 
the  poblicationB  in  the  Aurora,  bnt,  however 
detestable  they  might  be,  he  held  in  his  hand 
«w  idH  more  vile  and  fla^-ant.  He  wonld  read 
it,  ud  then  move  to  amend  the  resolntion  he- 
lm tha  Honse  by  adding  that  the  committee  be 
directed  to  inqidre  who  is  the  editor  of  the 
Tnited  States  Qaxette,  and  by  what  anthority 
be  pnblished  in  that  papa  the  following  para- 
gnpha. 

it  passed  in  the  n^ative — yeas  11,  nays  16, 
Mfollowi: 

Tua^^Hcam.  Anderson,  BiUwin,  Bloodworth, 
Cocke,  Fnoklia,  Langdoii,  XJord,  ManhaD,  Maaon, 
Kicholu,  and  Fiackaej. 

Kin MsMn.  Sin^uin,  CMpmao,  Daylon,  Foi- 

*>,  Greene,  Gima,  HiUboiue,  Liiiiniiice,  Livarmorv, 
flat.  Bead,  Bms,  Schnremaii,  Tracy,  WatKm,  and 

AgK««b1y  to  notioe  pven  yesterday,  Mr. 
PncEXKT  had  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
^  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Jndi- 
eial  Courts  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
it*d  and  ordered  to  the  second  reaiding. 

Od  iotrodacing  the  above  bill  Mr.  PiKOKmr 
■ddreaed  the  chair  as  follows : 

)lr.  PmtnENT ;  When  I  flrst  had  the  honor 
of  sddregring  yon  on  this  snbjeot  it  appeared  to 
"t  Deceaaary  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
KnotitDUon;  on  reflection,  however,  I  am  since 
tonTiaoed  that  the  more  regular  and  expeditions 


mode  would  be  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
taw  establishing  the  Judicial  Gotuta  of  the  United 
Slates — by  this  means  the  law  may  be  passed 
dnring  the  present  session,  and  we  sball  the  more 
readily  obtain  the  limitation  we  contend  for. 

As  the  Judiciary  is  among  the  most  important 
departments  in  onr  Govenunent,  as  it  reachea 
every  situation  in  society — neither  the  rich,  the 
honored,  nor  the  humble.  ]>etDg  without  its  ^fln- 
enoe  or  above  its  control — as  it  is  the  depart* 
ment  to  which  not  only  the  lives  and  fortnnea, 
bnt  the  characters  of  our  citizens  are  peonliarly 
intrusted,  it  becomee  us  to  be  extremely  caiebd 
that  the  Judges  diould  not  only  be  itile  and 
honest  men,  bnt  independent  in  thur  ritnation, 
Onr  constJtntion  has  in  some  degree  secured 
their  independence  by  giving  them  permanent 
salaries,  and  rendering  them  ineligible  to  tiie 
L^slatnre ;  but  in  vain  will  we  consider  them 
independent,  in  vfun  tnay  we  suppose  their 
opinion  beyond  the  control  or  interferenoe  of 
the  Ezecntive,  until  we  have  determined  it  shall 
not  be  in  his  power  to  give  them  additional  of- 
flees  and  emoloments,  while  Judges ;  nntil,  in 
short,  we  confine  them  wholly  to  their  dnttea 
as  Jndgea,  and  teach  them  to  t>elieve  that  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws  they  should  condder  them- 
selves as  little  obliged  to  please  the  Prasidait, 
or  to  fear  his  disapprobation,  as  that  of  any 
other  man  in  the  Oovemment.  This  can  onlv  bs 
done  by  preventing  them  accepting  other  officea, 
while  they  continue  as  Jndgea,  and  thus  de- 
priving him  of  the  power  of  heaping  upon  them 
additional  fiivors  and  emolnmenta. 

It  is  an  eetablisbed  maxim,  and  I  hope  will 
for  ever  rem^  so,  that  the  Le^slatore  and  Ju- 
diciary shonld  be  as  distinct  ss  the  nature  of 
onr  Government  will  admit;  that  is,  that  the 
same  men  shall  not,  in  a  deliberative  capacity, 
agree  to  measares  which  they  shall  atlerwarda 
have  a  right  to  explain  and  decide  upon  in  a  Ju- 
dicial one.  The  reason  is  obvious ;  that  the 
Judges  should,  in  a  calm  and  nnpr^udioed  man- 
ner, explain  what  the  law  literally  is,  and  not 
wlutt  it  onght  to  be ;  that  they  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  carry  upon  the  bench  those  passiooi 
and  prejudices  which  too  frequentiy  prevail  in 
die  adoption  and  formation  of  legislative  acts 
and  treaties,  and  wlvich  never  fail  to  give  an  ir- 
resistible bias  to  the  opinions  of  a  Jndge  who  baa 
been  concerned  in  making  them.  The  truth  of 
this  reasoning  is  now  so  generaUy  conceded,  that 
there  is  not  a  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  gov- 
ernment that  will  attempt  to  controvert  it;  tlie 
constitutions  of  all  the  States  have  sanctioned 
it,  and  if  the  opinions  of  the  Federal  Convention 
onght  to  have  weigiit,  they  bo  strongly  insisted 
npon  it  as  even  to  refuse,  after  repeated  trials, 
associating  the  Judges  with  the  President  in 
the  exercise  of  his  revisionary  power ;  indeed  a 
gentleman  high  in  office,  and  who  held  botli  sit- 
uations at  the  same  time  as  Jndge  and  EnvoV) 
is  himself  decidedly  of  this  opinion,  for  in  bis 
charge  to  the  Eastern  Jnriea  he  has  these  ex- 
pressions : 

■'Wise  and  viitaoiis  men  hate  titonght  and  rea- 
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■uiedTsijdlfbTai^iMpaotlDgQoTvrnmeut ;  bntin 
tbiathoyliBTefttlaogthTirjrimaiiiinaiuljignaiirii: 
"  tbftt  iti  powan  ihirald  In  dlrided  into  thiea  dirtlnct 
lodependent  dsputxaenta,  the  Eitcative,  L^iUtire, 
uid  Judicial.  But  haw  ta  eoiutitiite  knd  baUooe 
them  »  u  belt  to  guard  agsllttt  sbue  mod  Suotna- 
ticm,  uid  preaerva  the  convtitutieii  frtan  ancroach- 
meaU,  we  polnta  on  which  then  oontimiea  to  be  * 
grant  divenilj  oT  opinioni,  and  on  which  ve  all  hure 
a*  yet  much  ta  leam.  Tb^ConMitQdoD  of  the  United 
Stalea  hu  therefbra  inatitated  tfaaae  dapartnieati,  and 
much  puna  hiTa  bean  taken  n  to  form  and  define 
dum,  Bi  that  tht^  may  opeiate  m  chrcka  one  opon 
tlw  other,  andln^eadi  within  ita  pr^arlfaniti:  it 
befog  nnnenalt;  agnad  tQ  be  of  the  lait  Importanoe 
to afTN  pec^  that  tbcNa  who  am mted  wtth  La- 
gialatha,  Exantttve,  and  Judicial  powan  ahoold  reat 
MtiafiedwithtbdireapectiTepartioDaofpDwar;  and 
ndtbei  anolMch  on  tha  proriaoea  of  each  other,  nor 
ndfer  (hamialTea  or  the  attien  to  ioteimeddle  with 
(he  right*  iMarrad  b7  the  eonatitotion  (o  the  peo~ 

U;  theo.  then  oui  be  do  doubt  of  its  propria^ 
when  applied  to  a  Jndge,  in  ordinary  cesee,  how 
nmoh  more  ibroibly  doea  it  applr  to  an  Envo; 
who  oonolndes  a  treatj,  whioh  when  ntifled  b 
to  beocmie  tlte  sapreme  law  of  the  land;  how 
Btronglj  most  the  lu^tiation  of  ao  important 
and  in  many  instaooes  so  difSoolt  a  bn^oeea,  be 
impreeaed  on  his  mind  I    He  will  no  doabt  re- 
tain the  iooniala  of  his  prooeedlnga  and  opiuionH, 
and  peneodf  reoolleot  the  progrew  ana  termi- 
nation of  every  proposal  wtuoh  was  oomprom- 
ised  or  Tejfeotea.    It  moat  be  diffionlt  fbr  him  to 
forget  the  attempts  to  which  ministers  are  aome- 
tloMB  liaUe  in  oondeacwiding  wlwre  their  ol^eot 
is  hononble ;  he  wUl  remember  what  his  win- 
looa  were  upon  partionlar  pointa ;  and,  wlietlier 
they  wer»  Booeewfal  or  not,  Ua  guteral  oharao- 
ter  may  be  ttiat  of  not  ywj  easily  yielding  tikem. 
In  short,  it  ia  impoa^Ue  for  him  to  be  that  oool 
and  nnbiased  inter]  .....      . . 

be  otherwise  might 
oonoemed  in  ocmclnding  it 

The  oonstitntitm  ctmt^mplatee  an  independent 
Jndioiary.  The  pnUio,  therefore,  will  e^eot 
and  baTo  a  right  to  demand,  upon  a  qnestiona, 
a  fUr  and  impartial  trial  by  Jadgee,  whose 
mlnda  are  open  to  oonviation,  and  nnpr^adioed 
by  par^  opinions ;  by  m«n  who  have  not  been 
oonoenied  in  fbrming  a  law  or  treaty,  hat  who 
aie  totally  nofettered  by  the  reoolleotion  of  what 
passed  at  the  negotiation,  or  wliat  might  have 
beat  wished  or  expeoted  by  ^ther  party,  aa 
Jadges,  candidly  and  impartially  to  determine 
aptm  erery  qnestkn  that  may  come  be&re 
them. 

Theae  reasimB  are  certaiuljr  soffideat  to  con- 
rinoe  any  one  that  this  provision  is  neoessary  to 
the  indapeottonee  of  the  Jndgea,  and  the  pore 
andtmblaaedenositiaDof  the  laws:  that  oolese 
it  is  done,  (beir  independeuoe  i«  a  visiooary  and 
nnfonnded  thin^  That  if  the  PreaideDt  can 
hold  ont  to  the  Judges  the  temptation  of  being 
Enrc^  or  of  giving  them  other  of&oes,  and 
that  he  still  oan  oontinne  them  as  Jndgea,  that 
on  any  qoestian  in  which  the  President  or  his 


it  might  have  a  tendency  to  innnenoe  them  in 
opinion ;  that  it  was  not  frequently  to  be  ei- 
pect«d  they  wonld  be  nnndndfhl  from  whom 
they  received  the  present  appobtmenta,  or  so 
entvelf  indifferent  to  their  own,  or  the  adraooe- 
ment  of  their  &n)ilies  as  not  HunetimeH  to  reool- 
leot  that  fr«m  the  same  sonroe  other  and  great- 
er emolnmente  might  in  flitore  be  derived ;  that 
ingratitQde  wsa  not  often  the  vice  of  pnblio  offi- 
cers while  their  patron  oontinaed  in  power; 
that  on  sol^eots  where  his  eharaoter,  his  fed' 
ings,  or  the  pnblic  opinion  of  his  acta  were  in 
qneetion,  onr  Jodgea  might  reasonably  be  expect- 
ed not  to  be  oharged«rith  apathy  or  insttea- 
tion ;  and  that  the  tnie  wav  to  assert  thedigni- 
tj  of  the  Premdent  and  the  honor  and  ii^e- 
pendence  of  the  Judges,  was  to  place  it  oot  ctf 
the  power  of  the  one  to  offer,  and  the  other  to 
accept  additional  &vot8. 

That  a  Judge  ooght  never  to  be  absent  from 
the  United  States,  or  be  drawn  from  his  t^dal 
dtnation  and  leave  an  Dodne  proportion  of  its 
dntieato  be  performed  by  the  remainder  of  the 
bench;  that  the  number  of  Jndgea  were  exactly 
proportioned  to  the  dntiea  they  were  to  per- 
lorm;  that  to  withdraw  one  and  be  inc^ableitf 
supplying  the  Tocanc^,  was  not  only  to  reqoire 
the  inexeention  of  the  laws  in  some  parte  of  the 
Union,  bat  to  invidioasly  harass  the  other, 
while  a  &Torite  or  possibly  too  complying  a 
Judge  was  sent  to  gratify  his  cnriodty  w  in 
dnl^  his  tasto  on  some  agreeable  or  easy  mia- 

Hiat  no  man  ooght  to  hold  two  offices  imder 
the  same  Qovemment,  particalarly  where  they 
were  important ;  tliat  moat  of  the  States  had 
regolatioDB  to  prevent  this,  and  that  notlung 
more  oontribntea  to  the  extravaganoe  of  aGor- 
enmient  or  the  corruption  and  immwaltty  of  ita 
citizens,  than  the  power  to  hen>  many  locradTa 
and  perhane  useless  offices  on  the  aame  person; 
that  it  haa  a  tendency  t«       '     *'  "    '~ 

render  them  the  t«>ols  an 
power,  and  to  d^rade  the  d 

That  in  coae  of  the  impeaohmeot  of  the  Tmmr 
dent  of  tha  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice 
was  to  preeide,  and  there  was  no  provision  in 
the  oonstitntion  to  supply  the  vacancy ;  there- 
fore, if  on  impeachment  was  to  take  place  in 
Us  sbeanoe,  it  most  rem^  nndedded  imtil 
ttie  Chief  Justice  oonld  be  aemt  fbr;  that 
this,  if  recollected  by  the  Execntive^  ahonld  ai 
itself  have  been  an  insnpenble  olgeotiwi — ia 
p(^t  of  propiiety,  it  always  is  so,  bat  in  point 
of  ddioaoy  It  ooght  most  stron^y  to  hare  oeta 
so,  because,  here  the  Preradent,  ia  the  oBoer, 
and  inleed  the  only  one,  who  b  inqdicated  in 
the  poesilnlity  of  Its  inoonTenienoe  arinog  from 
absence  ot  the  Chief  Justioe.  It  is  tme  it  is  to 
be  preeamed  that  the  man  who  is  elected  by  lus 
oonntrymen  to  administer  the  impOTtant  offic« 
of  President,  will  be  always  so  wise  and  vir- 
taoos  as  to  make  it  very  unlikely  an  Impeacb- 
nient  of  him  ahonld  take  plaoe — the  thing,  how- 
ever, is  posrible.    In  times  of  difflcolty  where 
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c^ioiM  run  high,  and  where  those  opinions 
mttnni^j  divided  betweennomeroiuBDil  pow- 
srfiil  pertiMj  it  is  inipomble  to  foretell  whttt 
mij  Iu4q>ea.  Nd  man  ia  said  to  be  viae  at  all 
timea,  ud  oar  own  experieooe  and  intarouuree 
widi  the  world  most  ooavince  ns  that  there  are 
nmDealB  of  enthndasm,  or  of  heat,  or  mrprise, 
when  the  moat  eaotiotu  dwd  are  not  qnite  lo 
pdeat  aa  others.  I  will  tlMrefore  aal^  and  do 
it  vilh  great  d^iwcaioe,  aa  the  Prerident  ia  the 
mlj  offioN' on  whoae  trial  the  OUef  Jnadoe  ia  to 
poide,  or  on  whoae  impeaohmeot  hie  abaenoe 
Xfald  be  a  pnblio  ineoDTOiieDoa,  is  it  not  per- 
iling pr«annung  too  fiu-  on  hia  own  inbllibilitf  or 
iaopadtj  to  err,  to  aenl  the  rail;  officer  to  a 


to  trj  hlmt  I  aak  it  with  deference,  and  am 
am  thaie  obeerrations  must  have  eaoaped  the 
EiModve,  or  the  Chief  Jnatioe  never  woold 
liiT«  been  eent. 

To  evinoe  the  abeolnte  oeoeedtj  of  some  pro- 
Tfrna  being  made,  it  ia  to  be  obaerred  that,  aa  the 
hv  ftands  now,  a  Judge  might  not  only  accept 
nj  other  ^)po{ntinent  from  the  EiecntiTe  of 
tlu  Union,  bat  he  mar  accept  them  from  the  in- 
i^Tidail  States,  or,  what  ia  atill  more  daogerooa, 
bran  a  foreign  power,  and  thna  beoome  the 
Diokai  of  the  one  or  the  tool  of  the  other,  aa 
(JKanHtaBoea  or  hia  own  interest  mtty  prompt 
iia.  Few  men  will  6eay  the  neoearity  of 
nme  prorinoQ  here,  and  that  tiie  present  ia  an 
nnwiae  and  d^rading  ritnatim  for  a  national 
jndioarj.  ICtwt  ol  the  Statea  hare  oarefhll; 
foirded  their  tribnnab  agunst  a  danger  of  this 
niid.  The  State  of  Sooth  Oandma,  to  whioh  I 
beloDg,ia  remitrfcahly  en>reai  on  this  sobjeot. 
Aware  ot  the  neceantT'  of  an  independent  Jndi- 
dnr,  her  oonstitaticn,  in  spewing  of  that  de- 
~"   '     I   these  words:    "nor  shall  the 


uttment,  b 
Jadgnhok 


power,"  a  prohibition  not  more  complete  or 
AH  than  odght  to  eziat  in  the  case  of  we  Fed- 
ml  Judges. 

A  Aruge  doctrine  has  lately  bees  ofavnlated, 
*hich  it  ia  my  dn^  to  remail  on — It  is,  that 
ttus  billiatolie  considered  as  a  reflection  on  the 
Fhaidait  tor  nominadng  a  Ohief  Jastioe,  and 
Hm  Senate  for  bATlng  otmflnned  It,  and  that  the 
Senate,  by  agreeing  to  it,  will  join  in  the  cen- 
"«.•  Being  alwaj^  Teady  to  approTe,  and  to 
pnisa  what  is  meritorion^  it  iainth  great  telno- 
lueel  can  ever  be  bronght  to  censure — ^I  have  no 
"KJiiotMitJon  at  present.  I  can  readily  believe 
ti«t  nuqj  of  the  inconvenlanoea  I  have  mentioned 
luy  have  CMi^ed  the  Frwident  in  the  recent 
■ominatioii.  It  ia  here  I  have  alw^  disliked  it. 
Ibelieve  tite  general  aentimcot  to  be  agonal  it; 
but,  be  Uiat  as  it  ni^,  no  aadi  reason  onght 
«^er  to  have  weight  In  this  Hoose.    If  the  thing 


•  Tka  illailoB*  w<ra  to  Ur.  J17  ud  Hr.  EUawoith,  1^ 
liMM  to  tanlea  CBta^M  wtilla  ehler  Juttcs— tlia  br- 
«<i7  PiMldut  ViAlngtoii,  tb«  UUtr  bj  Pi^duit  Joha 


is  right,  if  itis  now  considered  aa  fropec  for  os 
to  say,  that  the  Judges  most  stay  at  home,  and 
be  confiaed  to  thdr  Jadiolal  dntiea,  and  hwd  no 
other  offices  while  Judges,  we  should  do  it,  and 
not  consider  whether  it  is  pleamng  or  otherwise 
to  the  Preddent ;  he  most  understand  pnUio 
bnanesa  too  well  to  consider  it  in  the  natnre 
of  a  r^eotion.  We  erery  d^  alter  existing 
laws  and  regnlattona,  withont  coniddering  such 
changes  as  reflecttons  on  a  preceding  Lcfgtolatnra 
»  President,  and  I  shonld  be  aorry  to  aappose, 
thoL  while  a  Mil  was  nnder  diacaarion,  the  fear 
of  msplaaaing  the  Exeontive  should  ever  be  osed 
as  a  reason  for  its  refection.  He  has  alwaya  a 
right  to  give  his  opudon  in  the  exercise  of  hia 
revinonary  anthority,  and  when  he  does,  we 
win  deliberately  and  respectfUly  attend  to  it. 
One  remark  more,  and  I  sh^  no  longer  trequiaa 
on  the  patience  of  the  Honse :  it  in,  that  a  re^ 
son  hsa  been  given  for  leaving  the  n^dent  at 
Uberty  to  send  a  Jndge  on  any  delicate  or  diffl- 
onlt  misdon,  which  I  do  not  conceive  repntable 
either  to  the  poUtiool  or  literary  charaoter  of 
onr  oonntry— -tt  ia  said  the  Jodgea  may  b»  the 
most  able  and  qnalifled  men  the  Breiiaent  can 
find,  and  that  being  prevented  from  aending  one 
of  them,  he  may  eometimea  be  obliged  to  send 
inferkw  and  leaa  important  chantctera,  and  tbtA 
the  pa1)lia  Interest  might  aoffer.  How  tbr  the 
present  or  any  former  snpreme  bench  may  Jufr- 
tify  the  obeervatioi  it  ia  not  for  us  to  say,  but 
never  wiU  I  snppom  that  among  a  people  to 
nnmerous  and  enlightened,  so  ahve  to  their 
country's  welfiu^  and  hnndreds,  perhaps  tiion- 
sands  of  whom  are  so  devoted  to  pabuo  bnsi- 
neea,  can  only  ni  men  be  found  capable  of  di^ 
charging  any  political  dntiea  that  Oovamment 
might  reqnire ;  the  idea  ia  too  degrading  to  onr 
national  character  to  be  entertained  for  a  mo- 
menL  For  theee  reasons  I  have  thought  it  mv 
duly  to  introduce  this  bill,  end  I  tmst  it  will 
paaa  and  become  a  law. 

Satuxiuy,  Uardh  8. 
Breach  0/  Prinlege. 

And,  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  original  mtH 
tion  as  amended.  It  passed  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  19,  naya  8,  as  follows ; 

Ykas. — Menn.  Andenon,  Chipman,  DavtoD,  Foa- 
tar,  Goodfane,  Qk«m,  Uillbotuei  lAtliam,  I.aiiiaiwa^ 
liveimon,  Lloyd,  Hanhall,  Piine,  Beard,  BoMj 
Sohnramaii,  Trwiy,  Wataon,  and  Weill. 

Nats. — Uema.  Baldwin,  Bloodwortii,  Cocksy 
Franklin,  Langdcm,  Manon,  Nlchc^ai,  aad  Piaakney. 

Bo  it  was 

SetolMd,  That  the  Oommittee  of  Privilegea 
be^  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  conmder 
and  report  what  measnree  it  will  be  proper  tot 
the  Senate  to  adopt,  in  relation  to  a  publication  in 


1800,  called  the  Ueneral  Advertiser,  or  Aurora; 
in  which  it  is  anerted,  that  the  bill  prescribing 
the  mode  of  dedding  diq>nted  eleotiona  of  Fnx^ 
nuon  and  Tiob  PanannaT  or  m  UvrnD 
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SiATis  had  pused  the  Senate,  when  in  ftot  it 
had  not  pased ;  in  which  it  ia  also  aseerted,  that 
the  honorable  Mr.  Pinckney,  a  Senator  from  the 
Btate  of  Bonth  Oarolioa,  and  a  member  of  the 
oonunittee  who  brought  before  the  Senate  the 
bill  aforesaid,  bod  never  been  ooosnlted  on  tbe 
subject ;  whereai,  in  fact,  be  was  present  at 
eaoh  meeting  of  the  committee ;  and,  Kenerall^, 
to  report  what  meaaures  ought  to  be  adppted  in 
relation  to  enndry  eipreHsions  contained  in  eaid 

Kper,  respecting  the  Senate  of  the   United 
ates,  and  the  memben  thereof;  in  their  offi- 
cial oqiaoit;. 

Tdsshat,  Karoh  18. 
Breach  of  Fritihgt. 

The  Senate  took  Into  conaideration  the  report 
of  the  Gomnuttee  of  PrivOeges,  on  the  meosnreg 
that  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  in  relation  to  a 
'  pnblioatioD  in  the  newspaper,  printed  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  on  Wedoeadaj  morning,  tbe 
ISth  of  Febroarj  last,  called  the  General  Ad- 
Tertiser,  or  Aorora ;  and. 

On  moUon  to  adopt  Uie  first  reBolntion  re- 
ported, it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  motion,  and 
that  tbe  qneetion  shoold  be  token  on  the  follow- 
ing words: 

StKleai,  That  Uia  ataA  pnblkatioD  oontalni  user- 
tiona,  and  pretended  Infonnation,  raqMcttng  the  Scd- 
•ta,  aoiltb*  CoamittM  tf  the  Stnate,  aad  their  pn>- 

naUeioo*;  l«iidin^tad«fWnieth«S«iBtaoftlieUnit«d 
Slatw,  and  to  bnog  them  Into  iwiilempt  and  dlne- 
pnte,  and  to  sxdte  agafaut  tbem  the  hatred  of  the 
good  p«^  of  the  XJullad  titaUa. 

And  on  the  qnestjon,  to  adopt  this  part  of  the 
reeolntioD,  reported  bj  tbe  committee,  it  passed 
in  the  aSrmatire— yeas  20,  nays  8,  as  follows ; 

Teu. — Meaart.  Andervm,  Bingbam,  Brown,  Chip- 
man,  Dayton,  Dszter,  Foiler,  Goodhni,  Crreene, 
Onu,  BUIhotiM,  Lauraoee,  UTemiore,  Lloyd,  F^na, 
BmuI,  Roaa,  Sohonman,  Tracy,  and  Weill. 

Nira.— Maaara  Baldirin,  Bloodwortb,  Cooks, 
Ftanklin,  Langdon,  HanhaD,  Maion,  and  Mioholat. 

TBDmeDAT,  March  19. 

The  Senate  renimed  the  oonsiderstioii  of  the 
report  of  the  Cotunittee  of  Privileges,  on  tlie 
measnrea  proper  to  adopt  in  relation  to  a  pnbli- 
oation  in  the  newspaper  called  the  Aarora,  of 
the  IDth  of  Febmarjr  last ;  and  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  tlie  second  nieml>er  of  the  first  r«eolntion 
reported,  as  follows ;  *'  and  that  the  said  pnbli- 
catioD  is  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
HoDse ;  "  and,  on  the  qnestion  to  agree  thereto, 
OS  amcuded,  it  was  determined  in  ^e  affirma- 
tive—jeas  17,  nays  II,  as  follows: 

Yut.— Mnbi.  Bln^iam,  Chlpman,  Deztar,  Foiter, 
Goadhna,  Qreena,  Qnnn,  Hflllmn^^  IianraTim,  liveP' 
mora,  Lloyd,  Fain^  Bead,  Boa^  Schnrenan,  Traor, 
Bod  Wella. 

Natb.— Maam.  Andaiaan,  Baldwin,  Bloodvcrth, 
Brown,  Cocke,  Frauklin,  Langdcm,  Hanh^  Uaaon, 
Hicbolaa,  and  FioekD^. 


ABRIDGMHNT  OP  THE 

BraaA  qf  Prnalegt. 


[HjtKs,  isoa 

Tqubsdat,  Uaroh  SO. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  con^deration  of  iIk 
report  (^  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  on  tht 
measures  proper  to  be  adopted  in  relation  tc  a 
publication  of  tbe  19th  of  February  lost,  in  tb« 
newspaper  called  the  Anrora;  and  it  wu 
agreed  to  fill  the  blanks  in  the  second  rcsoln- 
tiun  reported,  with  the  words  ''Uonday  Utb, 
twelve  o'clock,"  and,  at  the  close  of  tbe  rewln- 
tion,  with  the  words  "twentj-aeoond;"  and, 

On  moUon,  to  adopt  this  part  <M  tiie  repott, 
as  follows: 

Saelvti,  flial  WiUiaiD  I>naDe,  bow  icn&g  b  At 
dty  oT  Philadelphia,  the  editM  of  the  said  aewipapn 
called  the  Oeomd  Adreitiaer,  ot  Amroa,  b*,  aod  U 
ii  bereby,  oideted  to  attend  at  tbe  bar  of  thii  Uou*, 
on  Monday,  tbe  Z4th  day  </  Handi  bit,  at  13 
o'clock,  at  which  time  ha  will  luve  an  opponimilj  to 
make  any  proper  defence  for  hia  condnet,  in  pabljib- 
iug  the  aforeuid  Talae,  dtdamatory,  ■caodaloui,  ud 
malicioni  asaertions,  and  pretended  iofunnatiai ;  ud 
the  Seoala  will  then  proceed  to  take  fuitber  oidci  oa 
the  ml^ect;  and  a  copy  of  thii  and  tbe  fci^obg  jt- 
•olntiun,  mider  tbe  anUiendcation  of  tbe  Seoelu;  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  tai  atUMed  u  i 
true  copy  by  James  Matherp,  Sergeant-at-Anni  fiV 
tbe  1^  Senate,  and  left  by  tbe  aaid  Sergeant4t-AiBi 
with  the  nid  wmiam  Dnane,  c«  at  tbe  «Ace  of  tlit 
Aorora,  on  or  before  tbe  twen^-McODd  day  (f 
Haroh  instant  shall  be  deemed  nffieieU  aoto 
for  the  i^d  Dnane  to  attaod  in  obedianca  to  ddi 


It  passed  in  the  affirmative—yeas  18,  uji  10, 
as  foUows : 

TBAa — Meesra  Bingham,  Cbipman,  DaytOB,  D>i- 
ter,  Foster,  Goodhite,  OrenM,  Gmm,  HiOhniH, 
Lanranoe,  Uvarmore,  Llord,  Painc^  Baad,  Sum, 
Scbnrenun,  Trai^,  and  Wella. 

NAva.— HftMn.  Andenan,  Baldwin,  BloDdmrtk 
(Tocke,  Fiankhn,  Langdon,  HanhaBi  Uan,  tTido- 

So  tbe  report  of  the  oommittee  was  adapted 

Whersa^  on  die  19th  day  ofFebraoiy,  DOW  lait  peat, 
du  Senate  cf  Ae  U^dted  States  beau  in  ta^-m,  ia 
tbe  titr  of  PhOadelphla,  the  bBowu^  juMmSv 
was  made  In  Ute  Dew^apar,  priatad  fai  As  aaid  diy 
of  Philadelphia,  called  the  Qenaral  Adnstiair,  «r 
Anrora,  via: 

"In  out  paper  efthaarth  alt.  wa  aodced  tfia  is- 
trodnction  of  a  meaanie  into  the  SaaWe  of  iba 
United  Statei,  by  Ur.  Ron,  caknlated  to  bd»DM 
and  afbct  the  ^iproaching  Pieaidential  dartkai,  aid 
to  finatrate,  tn  a  poitiealaf  manner,  tbe  wi^e*  ni 
InteiMtB  of  the  pwfle  of  the  Conuooownhh  i' 
FeDniyltania, 

"  Ws  thU  day  lay  bafcre  the  pnblie  a  copy  et  W 
tun  at  it  haa  pajted  the  Senate. 

"  Some  enrion*  &cte  an  oc 


mediately,  a 


r  tbe  n 


(simMliatdT 


operaUon,  and  the  aOhota 

"We  noticed  a  few  daya  ago  the  oaocnace  (ar  m- 
cret  ooDsnlUfiana)  held  in  tbe  Senate  Chaober.  Aa 
attempt  waa  made  in  an  eraning  paper  to  gin  a 

^yatam  of  Intaigne)  to  tlw  ^valopDaDtof  aeAam, 
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a  nil  than  maetii] 


*  Jwxibinioal ,'    we  mTOl 


"  The  plun  6ct»  we  sUte3  »re,  however,  anqnei- 
ttmililA ;  but  we  bhn  tASMoaal  lafonnation  to  give 
on  tba  ntbjuct  of  thoM  meetin)!!.  We  Mated,  that 
bmifiiioa  for  the  Preddentud  election  wen  among 
the  ohjects;  we  now  itate  it  u  ft  fkct  that  cannot  be 
dqnted  npoo  bir  gronsd,  ftiil  the  bQl  we  tbia  day 
pratnt  wm*  dlaciuced  at  the  caueai  on  Wedneaday 
(TuiiiiaUiL 

"It  a  wotthy  of  remark  how  thli  faOl  grew  into 

"  The  oppooaxtM  of  iDdependauce  and  lepubUoan 


itetacj,  the  slander,  and  the  faUehood  at  One 
•ma  Arj  puraaed— -and  it  ii  well  known  that  thej 
Be  iH  derated  to  the  Federal  party,  wUeh  we  die- 
ateted  od  Moodsj.  Mr.  Boh  piapoaed  this  lull  in 
Ibe  Federal  Senate,  (how  oon^Mently  with  the  de- 
aoBj  of  his  fHends  will  be  seen  0  a  committee  of 
fln  wai  appointed  to  prepnie  a  bill  on  the  aobject : 
CO  Aia  eommittee,  Mr.  Pincknej,  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
vu  appoiated.  On  Thnrsda;  morning  last  (the 
canBiu  heM  the  preceding  ereoing)  Mr,  Rosa  in- 
finied  Hr.  Piockunj  that  the  committee  had  drawn 
up  s  bill  on  the  sntijeet,  when  in  fact  Mr.  PiDcknej 
ud  nerer  bven  coosnlted  on  the  sabject,  though  a 
senber  of  the  committee )  The  bill  was  introdooed, 
and  paaed  ai  Iwlow. 

"  On  tlui  occABon  it  mar  not  be  impertinent  to 
iatiodnce  an  anecdote  which  will  ilhiatrata  Ae 
Mtne  of  caneusei,  and  «how  that  oar  popalar  Got- 
cnment  maj,  in  the  handa  of  a  faction,  be  as  oom- 
plMelj  abased  as  Ae  French  Conatinition  has  been, 
l?  (Iw  Klr-«i«ated  Consuls  I 

"la  Oa  nmnner  Madon  of  1798,  when  Federal 
Umader  and  violence  were  belched  fiom  the  pesd- 
ferooa  hup  of  more  than  one  despotic  miidon,  a 
cucoi  was  bcid  at  the  botue  of  Hr.  Binghan),  In 
thii  ^tf.  It  was  composed  of  members  of  the  Ssn- 
ste,  and  there  were  present  sereDteeo  membera 
Tha  Senate  condsting  <^  thirtf-two  membera,  thia 
Dumber  was  of  conne  *  miyori^,  and  the  aession 
m  a  ftill  one. 

"Prior  to  ddiberatlmi  on  the  meaaorei  of  war, 
MT7,  army,  demoeiatia  ptoscription,  Ice.,  It  waa 
prapoaed,  and  agreed  to,  that  all  the  memljei*  pie- 
ant  ahoiild  aolemnl;  pledge  thamielTes  to  act  firmly 
noB  the  meuorea  to  he  agreed  upon  bj  the  mqaTit7 
<<tlie  peiaoaM  ^«saat  at  the  caooui. 

"  The  maamrss  were  perfectly  In  the  Ug^  tone  of 
""'     '        "  "  "         a  *  tUndcn  of 


in  France,  that  this  qilrlt  of  oancusiog  may  be  con> 
ducted  in  progiciaion  down  to  two  or  three  persons ; 
thua  three  laadiog  characters  may  agree  to  act  apon 
measnrea  apprbv^  by  any  two  of  them  \  these  three 
may  add  two  otheia,  and  they  wonld  be  a  mqjoritj 
of  five :  end  those  adding  four  others  wonld  be  a 
maj'trity  at  nine ;  and  this  nine  possess  all  the  poWM 

majon^  of  twen^-three  I 

Yet  sDch  is  the  way  we  are  treated  by  those 
who  call  themaelns  Federalists. 

The  following  bill  is  an  offi^ng  of  thia  ipirit 
of  faction  locretly  working  ;  and  it  inll  be  foand  to 
be  in  perfect  accord  with  the  ontrageons  proceedings 
of  tba  same  party  in  our  State  Le^alatnre,  who  am 

iterity.' 

KeKlftd,  That  the  taid  poblicaflMi  contuns  as- 
rtiona  and  pretended  Informatirai,  respecting  tiw 
Senate,  and  the  Committee  i£  the  Senate  and  thdr 
proceedings,  which  are  ftlse,  defiunatoir,  scandalous, 
and  malicioDj,  tending  to  dehma  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  bring  them  into  contempt  and 
disrepnte,  and  to  excite  against  them  the  hatred  of 
the  good  people  of  Hm  United  Stataa :  aid  that  the 
aald  pablication  is  a  high  breach  of  the  piiTil^M  of 
this  House. 
AesoJeeil,  That  William  Doane,  now  residing  In 
D  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  editor  of  the  said  news- 
paper  called  the  General  Advertiser,  or  Aurora,  be, 
and  ha  is  heretnr,  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  tU« 
House  on  Honuy,  thd  Slth  day  of  Maioh,  inst.,  at 
12  o'clock,  at  wUcb  time  he  will  have  opportunity 
to  make  anj  proper  defence  for  his  oandiKt,.in  pub- 
lishing the  albreiaid  falsa,  drftmatory,  Mand^ont^ 
and  malidom,  assertions  and  pretended  Information ; 
and  the  Senate  will  then  proceed  to  take  further 
order  on  the  anlgect :  and  a  oopy  of  this  and  th* 
foregoing  renlntion,  imder  the  authentication  of  tht 
Secretary  (^  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  at- 
tested aa  a  true  oopy  by  Jamea  Haflien,  Sergeant-at- 
Aims  for  the  eald  Senate,  and  left  by  the  aaid 
^eraeant-at-Arms  with  the  s^d  William  Doane,  or 
at  £e  office  of  the  Anrora,  on  or  babre  the  tweo^- 
aec<Hid  day  of  Hardi,  instant,  shall  b«  deemed  soffi* 
dtmt  notioe  fbr  the  said  Doane  to 


the  caacos  it  was  found  that  they  were  divided, 
igsinst  eight.      This  majority,  however,  held  the 
niuority  to  their  engagement,  and  the  whole  seven- 
teen voted  in  Senate  npon  all  thi  ~.  ■ 
at  the  cancns. 

"  Thus  it  Is  seen  that  a  secret  self-^polnted  meet- 
ing of  seventeen  persons  dldkted  lawi  to  the  United 
Stalea,  and  not  only  that  nine  of  that  seventeen  had 
the  foil  command  and  power  over  the  oonsdenoea 
and  votes  of  the  other  eight,  but  that  nine  poasesaei' 
by  the  torp&nde  of  the  ^h^  aetnallv  all  Uie  powi 
which  the  oonstitntion  daolarBiihall  be  vested  In  tli 
n^oiity  ooly.  In  other  words,  a  minority  tf  nine 
nwmfaecB  cf  tiie  Senate  ruled  the  other  twenty-three 

*  b  Ls  eadj  oonoaiTabU,  as  in  the  r«oent  changes 


SiTDSDAT,  March  S3. 
Hi*.  Dattob',  frc^  the  Oommittee  of  Privi- 
leges, to  whom  it  waa  referred  to  prepare  and 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  form  of  proceeding  in 
the  oaie  of  William  Dnane,  reported  in  part; 
which  report  waa  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to, 
aa  follows; 

When  Winiam  Dnane  shall  prescmt  himself  at  the 
bar  of  the  House,  In  obedieuoe  lo  the  order  of  the 
iOth  inrt.,  the  President  of  the  Senate  I*  to  addreai 
him  as  fbQows ! 

let  William  Dnane  I 

Tou  stand  obaiged  by  the  Senate  of  the  Unitad 

States,  aa  editor  of  the  newspaper  called  the  General 

Advertiser,  or  Aurora,  of  baring  pablished  in  the 

same,  on  Uie  19th  of  February,  now  last  past,  false, 

idalons,   defamatory,  and   malicious  assertion^ 

rctended  information,  raqiectins  the  said  Senate 

-■"--  of  the  Senate,  and  their  pujcee^ngs, 

;  to  defame  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
bring  them  into  oontempt  and  diarspnte,  and 


d  pretend 
dCommi 


dbyGoo^Ie 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 

BrtacktjfPrMUffe. 


In.  UsTB  yoa  wytblng  to  wj  ins 
natioD  lor  nid  pnbhotlon  t 

Sdlf.  If  be  bIiaU  make  no  antmr, 
at-AiiDS  Eball  tak*  him  into  caitodj,  and  ratin 
him  bom  the  Senate  Clumber  nntii  the  Sanala  ahall 
be  ntdj  for  a  decidoo,  M  which  time  the  Serfjeairt- 
■t-Aim*  (hall  again  nt  him  at  the  bar  of  the  Hoiue, 
■ad  the  President  of  the  Senate  i*  to  [ooDonnca  to 
him  the  decuioiL 

3dl7.  If  ha  iball  annrer,  he  Ii  to  oontiniia  at  Oh 
bar  of  tha  Hodm  nntil  the  teitimonf  (if  taj  be  ad- 
duced) ih&ll  be  cloied,  and  he  iholl  retire  while  the 
Senate  are  deliberadog  on  the  caae  ;  and  when  a  d»- 
^lion  la  agreed  npim,  the  laid  Dnane,  being  aotifted 
of  the  time  by  the  Sergeaut-at-Armi,  verballj,  or  bj 
a  written  notice  left  at  hia  office,  ihad  appear  at  tlw 
bar  of  the  Honee,  and  the  Preddent  of  Uie  Senate  ia 


MoHDAT,  Uarch  24. 

The  Ytoi  Pbibidiht  cximniniiioated  a  letter, 
dgned  William  Doane,  reqaerting  to  be  heard 
bj  counsel,  and  hare  prooeea  awarded  to  oom- 
pel  the  attendanoe  of  witneiees  in  his  bebali^  on 
the  atunnuHiB  served  on  him  the  S3d  inst,  for  a 
bisb  breach  of  the  piivilegca  of  the  Senate; 
vhioh  letter  was  rea^ 

A  motion  was  made  that  William  Doane  be 
permitted  to  be  heard  by  ooimsel,  agreeablr  to 
hlB  reqneet;  and,  after  debate,  the  B^d  William 
Dnane  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  HooBe,  agree- 
ably to  the  nunmons  of  the  S2d  instant ;  a  re- 
tnm  thereon  baring  been  mode  in  die  words 
following : 

Crrr  of  Faa.u^irBiA,  Marek  81,  ISOOi 

Tlien  I,  dka  labicrlber,  Sefgeaot-at-Anu'  for  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  left  a  tone  and  attaated 
oopf  of  the  within  at  the  office  of  the  Aurora. 

JAMES  UATHiXS. 

And  the  diarge  ag^nat  the  said  William 
Dnano  having  been  read,  he  repeated  hlsreqnest 
to  be  heard  by  ooniuel. 

On  which  .-}  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  aikd 
amotion  was  made  as  follows: 

Saolvtd,  Thtt,  miliam  Dnane  be  Mrmltted 
heatd  bj  coonnl,  be  haviiw  ofiptuvd,  agreeably  to 
the  order  of  tba  Senate,  and  roqueated  Ihu  he  au^t 
be  heard  by  oohiimL 

On  whioh  a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out 
sH  the  motloDSDbeeqnent  to  ^  word  "  Dnane," 
Wd  insert: 

Having  ^peand  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate  and  rs- 
qnected  to  he  heafd  ^  oonnnl,  on  tbeohargaagalnM 
um  fbr a bieaoh  cf  privilegea  of  tba  Senat^be  be 
aDowed  the  aaitatuiDe  of  couimI  lAIle  pamoallr  at- 
tending at  the  bar  oflbe  Senate ;  who  may  be  heard 
in  denial  of  any  (acti  ehaiged  agalnit  taSA  Dnane,  or 
' '  -'  m  of  h&  oOhnoa. 


h  paased  in 
8  loUowB ; 


And  it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  motion,  and 
that  the  qneenon  be  taken  on  striking  ont; 
which  paased  in  tiie  affirmative — jeos  IB,  nays 

11,       ■* " 

T  "       •       I 

tei,   Fofter,  Ooodhoa,  Oreeae,  I 
LanraiMe,   LtTannora,    Uovd,  Pala^  Bwd,    Boi^ 
Schnreman,  Tra^,  and  WeUa 

Niva, — Hean.  Andenon,  Baldwin,  Bloodwoilh, 
Brown,  Cocke,  [rtenkUn,  I^ngiJMi,  Maiihall,  llaao^ 
Niebolaa,  and  Piocluiey. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  omendmeDt 
by  striking  out  these  worda  "  he  be  allowed  tba 
asristanoe  of  ooimael  while  pertooally  attending 
the  bar  of  the  Senate ;  vho  may  be  beard  in 
denial  of  any  Guts  charged  ogatDst  said  Dnane, 
or  in  excuse  and  extenuation  of  his  offence;" 
and  to  insert  "he  be  permitted  to  have  aaust- 
anoe  of  coansel  for  his  defence ;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to  divide  the  motion,  and  that  the  qnea- 
tion  ahonld  be  taken  on  striking  ont,  which 
passed  in  the  negative — ^yeae  10,  nays  18,  oa 
follows : 

Ykaa — H«^.  Andanon,  Baldirin,  Bh)odw«td>, 
Brawn,  Coeke,  FiankUn,  Langdwi,  MMihall,  Maan^ 
and  Nicholas. 

Nati. — Heansi  Biof^iam,  CUraMn,  Daytfo,  Dex- 
ter, Ffrtar,  Qoodhne,  Gieane,  HDlbonie,  I^tDsar, 
Laoranca,  Livennore,  Lloyd,  Paine,  Baad,  Boa, 
Schoremui,  Traoy,  and  Wdla 

And,  on  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  orf^nal 
amendment,  it  aaseed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
91,  najB  8,  as  fbllowB : 

Yau.— Ueva.  Baldwin,  Bin^iam,  Bluodwwft, 
Chipman,  Dajton,  Dexter,  Festw,  FiaokBn,  Oood- 
hne,  GrMne,  HDlhooa^  Latimer,  T  aiiranrin,  liter- 
more,  Lloyd,  Paln*^  Bead,  fioi^  Sdktuonan,  naoy, 
and  Weill. 

Nats. — Heavh  Andenon,  Brown,  Cot^  Lbm 
dw,  Hnri'i^ll,  Uasoo,  Nicb^a^  and  Pia^n^. 

And  the  qnestion  being  taken  on  the  motion 
as  amended,  it  was 

Setaloei,  That  mUIam  Dnane  having  ap- 
peared at  Uie  bar  of  the  Senate^  and  requested 
to  be  beot^  by  oonnsel,  on  the  oharn  agvosC 
him  fbr  a  breach  of  privilegea  of  the  Senate^  be 
be  allowed  tlie  asnstanoe  ^  ootiusel  while  per- 
sonalty attending  at  the  bar  of  the  Benat^  who 
may  be  heard  in  denial  ot  aaj  &eta  diarfsd 
agaiiMrt  ma\A  Dnane,  Or  in  axense  and  exttiiu- 
^m  of  bis  ofibnoe. 

A  motion  was  made  that  it  be  an  InstrMtiM 
to  the  Oommlttee  orFrivU(«eB  to  repwt  ia  iriist 
manner  witneseee  shall  be  oompelled  to  attend 
the  Senate  in  np[MNt  of  the  charge  agalmt 
William  Dnane,  and  in  his  defence  ^^nA  that 
charge. 

And,  after  debate,  the  ftirther  eoosideratksi 
thereof  was  postponed. 

RetalMd,  That  a  copy  of  the  resdation  la« 
agreed  to  be  sent  to  William  Dnoae,  and  at  the 
eame  time,  he  be  ordered  to  attud  at  the  tar 
of  thia  Honae  at  19  o'oloek,  <m  T  '      '^ 


dbyGoogle 


1,  1600.] 


DEBATES  OF  C0NGBE8S. 


WxDNieoAT,  Uarch  fiS. 
The  TioB  PESsmaDT  cDminniucated  a  letter 
rigned  Winism  Dnuie,  BUtiog  that  he  had  re- 
wired "  an  antbenttcated  copy  of  the  resolation 
of  Monday  last  in  his  case,"  and  aicloeiiig  oer- 
t«n  puien  Btat«d  to  be  a  oorreapondence  be- 
tween him  and  bis  intended  oomuel,  marked  A, 
Sand  0,  and  that  he  finds  hunself  " deprived 
an  profeeBioDol  assistanoe  under  the  reetrio- 
Itiooa  which  the  Senate  have  thooght  fit  to  adopt. 
He  therefore  thinks  himself  bound,  by  the  moat 
Mcred  dntlea,  to  decline  any  farther  volnntary 
tttendanoe  upon  that  body,  and  to  leave  them 
'  Id  panne  *noh  meaanree  in  this  oaa&  aa  in  their 

I  vialoni  thej  may  deem  meet^"  and  the  letter 

;  wsaread. 

On  motion  that  the  papers  referred  to  in  the 
letter  be  read,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  into  oonsidera- 
tioo  the  report  of  the  Oommitt«e  of  Privileges, 
who  irere  ordered  to  prepare  and  lay  before  tlie 
Beiste  a  form  of  prooeedmgs  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
fiam  Doane ;  and,  after  debat& 
The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for. 


bar  of  the  Hoi 


^  That  the  Seraeant-at-Arma,  at  tlie 
loose^o  call  William  Duane.  And 
tte  aald  William  Dnane  did  not  appear. .  Where- 
Vfoa, 

Setehtd,  That  as  'Villiam  Dnane  has  not  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  of  this  Honse,  in  obedience  to 
tha  ordered  the  Mthtnatant,  and  has  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  President  ot  the  Senate,  which 
hM  been  read  this  morning,  In  which  borefbaes 
any  (hrtber  attendance^  his  letter  be  referred  to 
Oo  Oommittee  of  Privilegea,  to  oonrider  and  re- 
port tbereon. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  resomed  the  consider- 
ation rf  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges of  tiie  36th  instant  And  on  the  qoestion 
to  agree  to  the  first  reeolntion,  amended  as  fol- 


moni,  vKpBf,  asd  neotds,  and  oompsl 
M  of  wttnawni  wliioh  may  beomn  ra- 
B  naonttM  cf  dMbednmWoD: 
the  afflrmative— yeas  18,  naya  11, 


It  passed  in 
li  f<Hlows : 


Lttmmee,  livcmion,  Llovd,  Paina,  Bead,  Ban, 
Sebmenum,  Tnoy,  and  WeW 

IUts. — Means.  Aodcnrai,  Baldirii),  Bloodworth, 
llowB,  Cocks,  Franklin,  Langdon,  Hanhsll,  Mason, 
ttebato^  and  Kneknsy. 

On  motion,  the  4th  reeolntion  waa  adopted, 
Mfcdlowa; 

Bttalnad,  That  all  testimony  taken  by  said 
Cttnndttee  shall  be  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
Imt  on  ffie  by  the  Secretary. 

Andhaving  weed  to  pOBtpopo  the  other  reso- 
lutions nporte^  the  Senate  a^onmed. 


[Sa>m. 

TlTDBSD^T,  MuoH  S7. 

Mr.  Da.tto>,  from  iib«  Committee  of  Privi- 

leges,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  letter  of  WilUam 

Dusne,  on  the  80th  InalAat,  made  report,  as  fed- 

Ranlteii,  That  WDBun  Dnans,  edhor  of  the  Oens. 
nl  AdvaTdasr,  or  Aurora,  lisvlng  naglsoted  and  tv> 
ftued  to  snMsrBttbebaroFthiaBoiiM,  St  IS  o'clock, 
on  th»  Sflth  dsy  of  Much  initsnt,  pnnaBct  to  tha 
order  of  the  24th  iaMant,  of  irMch  onler  he  had  bsen 
duly  Lk  tified ;  snd  hsTing  wnt  the  following  letter  to 
the  Prendeot  of  the  Senate,  which  hsi  been  oommn- 
ulcated  to  the  Senate,  vii ; 
"  1\>  lit  Prttidail  igfAeSau^: 

"Sm:  Ib<^of  you  (olHybdbta  the  Senate  tfatiae- 
knowledgment  of  my  having  leodved  an  anthenti- 
caledcopy  oftheir  reecdDtJoiisoiilfonday  Isit,  in  my 
caae.  Chiles  of  those  reaohitions  I  transmitted  to 
Hessn.  Dsllai  and  Co^er,  my  hiteaded  ooontel,  so- 
liciting their  pcofeBaioQid  aid ;  a  copy  of  my  letter  is 
enclosed  maiked  A.  Their  uuwen  1  bars  ajso  tlw 
pleasme  to  encIoM,  maiked  B  sod  C  I  find  myMdi^ 
in  conssqnenoe  ot  these  sniwei^  deprived  of  sD  ^o- 
fsMional  assiKance,  under  tha  nstriations  which  the 
Senata  have  thought  fit  to  adopt  I  therefore  think 
myself  bomid  by  the  most  sacnd  dtidea  to  decline  tnj 
fnitiwr  TOlDDtuy  stteitdanoe  opon  that  body,  and 
lesTs  them  to  pnme  nch  messcres  In  this  oaie,  ti, 
in  theli  wudom,  they  msy  deem  meet  I  am,  mr 
with  perfect  respect, 

"WM.  DUAIJE." 

is  gmlty  of  a  contempt  of  asld  order,  and  of  this 
Honss,  sad  tha^  for  said  oontempt,  be,  the  said  Wm. 
Dnane,  be  taken  Into  the  cnMody  of  the  Sergeant-st- 
Armj  attending  ttiii  House,  to  be  kept  iol^iect  to  the 
farther  otdeis  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  this  first  reaolation  re- 
ported, it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  10, 
nays  12,  as  follows:      * 

YKu.—Heanrs.  DByton,  Dexter,  Foster,  Qoodhoe, 
Qieene,  Hillhoosa,  lAllmer,  Latirance,  LiveimaNy 
UCTdfPalM^  Bead,   Roag,  Sahnremao,  Tracy,  and 

N^ra.— Messrs.  Andersoo,  Bsldwin,  Blaodwttth, 
Brown,  Cocke,  Franklin,  Laagdnn,  UanbaO,  Mascii, 

On  motion  to  strike  out  these  words  ftttm  the 
second  resolution  reported :  "  And  all  manihal^ 
depoty  marshals,  and  civil  offloere  of  the  United 
States,  and  every  other  person,  are  hereby  le- 
qolred  to  be  aiding  end  assstliig  to  yon  in  the 
exccDtion  thereof:''  it  passed  in  the  negative- 
yeas  10,  nays  IB,  as  foUowe: 

Yus. — Hessrs.  Anderson,  Bsldwla,  Bloodwortll, 
Brown,  Cocke,  FiaoidiD,  Lsngdon,  Uum,  Nichols^ 
ssd  Pinokney. 

IfAvs. — Ueairt.  Bingham,  Chipmsa,  Dayton,  Dex- 
ter, Foster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  HiUhonw,  Latimer, 
I^nrance,  Livetmora,  Uoyd,  Marshall,  Paloe,  Bead, 
Ra««i  Sohmman,  Tracy,  and  WeUa 

The  second  resolntion  reported  w&s  read  as 
foUows; 

JEanliwd;  That  a  warrant  ivos  ilgned  by  the  Prssl- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  In  the  folkwing  form,  vis: 
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JV  2Ti*  Atni^Mar,^  1800. 

Whereu  the  Setuita  of  the  United  Sutsi,  on  the 
18th  dii;  or  Mnrch,  1800,  theu  being  !□  Kauon  in  the 
city  oT  Philadelphia,  did  m»lre  thkt  a  publication  In 
the  Gener&l  AdTflrtiBer,  or  AnrOTK,  a  newBpaper 
printed  in  the  wid  citT  (rf'  PhiUdelphi&,  on  Wiuliies- 
day,  the  19th  day  of  Februaij,  then  lact  put,  con- 
tained asaertioni  aod  pretended  infarmatiai)  reipect- 
io^  the  Senate,  and  Comniittee  of  the  Senate,  and 
their  proceedinga,  which  vers  false,  defamatotj, 
nandaloua,  and  tnaliciooi,  teniUng  to  defame  the  S«- 
nate  of  the  United  States,  and  to  bring  them  into 
coDtBmpt  and  disrepaCs,  and  to  excite  OKUOst  them 
the  hatred  of  the  good  peopla  of  the  United  Statea ; 
and  that  die  uud  pnblicatioa  wat  a  hi^  brMoh  of 
the  privilegei  of  the  Houie. 

Aiid  whereai  the  Senate  did  then  fhrther  reaolve 
and  order,  that  the  laid  Wlllam  Dnane,  randeut  in 


ixj  of  Maioh,  instant,  that  he  might  then  have  op- 

rtonity  to  make  any  proper  defence  for  hie  oondact 
publishing  the  aforeaaid  folaa,  defai 


daloua,  and  mal^oni  anBctkma  and  ptctendsd  infbi~ 
maUon. 

And  vhereaa  the  lald  William  Dnans  did  appear 
on  aaid  day  at  the  bar  oTtbe  Hooae,  poranant  to  laid 
order,  and  leqoeated  ooannl ;  and  the  Senate,  bj 
their  reaolntion  of  the  24th  day  of  March,  inatant. 


coonMl  on.  the  chaiga  againat  him  for  a  braaoh  of 
pririlegM  of  the  Scnat*,  he  be  altawed  the  avietaoce 
of  cooniel  vhDa  peraonally  attaDditig  at  the  bai  of 
the  Senate,  who  might  be  heard  in  denial  of  anj  fiuta 
cllarged  againat  tail  Ihune,  or  In  eieoM  and  •xtan' 
natiraiof  hiioflbnce,  and  that  the  aaid^miiam  Dn- 
ue  ahonld  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate  on  Wed- 
needny,  then  next,  at  12  o'clock,  of  which  the  aaid 
Doane  had  due  noUee. 

And  whereaaaidd  Willi^  Dnans,  In  contempt  cS 
the  aaid  laat  mentiofwd  order,  did  iwglect  and  nfnie 
to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  aaid  Senate,  at  the  time 
R>ecified  therein;  and  tba  Seoalv  of  the  Utdtod 
Statea,  on  the  27th  day  (tf  Haroh,  initant,  did  thara- 
npoB  reeolvg  that  tb«  aaid  WilUam  Dname  wai  gnUi^ 
of  a  contempt  of  aaid  older  and  of  the  Senala,  and 
that  for  aaid  oontampt  ha,  Ilia  aaid  WiUiaui,  dmnld 
he  taken  into  cnatody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Aimi  at- 
tending the  Senate,  to  b<  kept  for  their  fhrther  or- 
deia.  All  whicb  appeari  by  the  jonmala  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  Statoi,  now  in  savlon  in  the  aaid 
dty  of  Pfailadelphia. 

Theae  are,  therefiice,  toraqnire  yon,  Jamea  Hatbm, 
SeiK«u)t-at-Arma  for  the  Swat*  of  the  United  Statea, 
ibidwith  to  take  into  yom  ooitody  tiie  body  of  the 
i^d  William  Dnaiia,  now  resdent  in  the  aaid  citj  of 
Philadelphia,  and  h^  aofely  to  keep,  lobject  to  the 
further  order  of  the  Senate  ;  and  aU  maiahala,  de- 

Ety  marahsll,  and  (^tU  offleer^  of  the  United 
ites,  and  ereiT  other  penon,  are  hereby  required 
to  be  aiding  and  aariatiog  to  yon  in  the  eKecntian 
tbaieof  i  (£  which  it  ahall  he  jonr  aoffidsnt  vai^ 
rant 
Qinn  nndarmy  hand,  thta  STth  day  of  March,  ISOO. 
THOUAS  JEFFERSON, 
FnudaiofAaaetaUi^tlitn.  8. 

On  moti<m  to  agree  to  this  rosolntioii  as  re- 


ported. It  peaMd  in  the  afflrmadvo—j-eaa  18, 
nays  11,  as  follows : 

Yua. — Meaan.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Diytoa,  Dex- 
ter, Foater,  Qoodhoe.  Greene,  HnUionie,  Latimtr, 
Lannince,  Livermore,  Lloyd,  Paine,  Read,  Bom, 
Schnreman.  Tracy,  and  Wells. 

NaTa. — Meetra.  Andenon,  Baldwin,  Bloedwortli, 
Brown,  Cocke,  Franklin,  Langdoo,  Manhall,  Uarai, 
Nicholaa,  and  Pinckuey, 

<  the  report  t^  the  conunittee  was  adopted. 

KoErsi.T,  March  81. 
Sttpeet  to  Mrs.   Wathmgton. 
meeaoKe  from  the  Hoiue  of  RepreseDUtine 
informed  the  Senate  that  t^e  Eonse  have  paw- 
ed a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extecd  the  pi- 
TileM^of  fl-anking kttera  and  package  to Mti- 


TiTXBDAT,  April  1. 

The  1)iI1,  sent  from  the  Honse  of  B«pr««enU- 

tivea  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the  pnrile^  of 

franking  letters  and  pMsksges  to  Martha  ^ash- 

igton,'  TBS  read  the  second  time ;  and,  by  uiian- 


TuBSDAT,  April  8. 

Tlie  bin  for  the  defbnoe  of  the  merchant  tu- 
sels  of  the  United  6tat«H  was  read  the  second 
Ume,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ooonmn,  Sum- 
01.18,  and  TaaoT,  to  oonstder  and  report  there 
■  1  to  the  Senate, 

The  bUl  "  for  the  removal  and  aommmodi- 
tion  of  the  Qovanunent  of  the  tlnited  States " 
was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Hews. 
Boas,  Llotd,  and  Hiubodbb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  hill  to  repeal  the  "  Act  laying  duties  to 
mills  and  implements  employed  in  the  maon- 
factnre  of  snaff,"  was  read  Uie  sectnid  time,  ud 
referred  to  Messrs.  Braosuf,  LmsMou,  snd 
Liimuran,  to  oondder  sikd  report  th«tecai  to 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  permitting  Qie  exportatioB  of  son* 
gnnpovder,  also  a  nomber  of  muskets  and  ci»- 
lasses,  was  read  the  aeoond  time  and  wdend  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  OHiFiuit,  tmrn  the  oommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  on  the  19th  March  last,  to  iDqmrs 
what  amendments  are  neoewary  In  the  ut  to 
establish  the  Jndioial  Oonrts  of  the  United 
States,  reported  a  bill  on  tha  aQbieet ;  whidi 
was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  rea£ng. 

The  Senate  took  into  oonalderatioD  the  K- 

Cof  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Thonus 
ing  and  otherH,  inhabitants  ot  the  Uisaia- 
aippi  Territory ;  and  the  report  was  adt^ited. 

TuvDiT,  April  99- 

Jvdu&try—IU  IttUr  Orgattiagtitii. 

Tlie  Senate  took  into  conndention  the  i» 

port  of  the  oommUtM  oa  tha  bill  to  amsnd  tiis 
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Mt  to  eaublish  the  Jodicisl  Oonrte  of  the  UDit- 
•d  Sutee ;  the  fint  clause  of  which  u  ia  tol- 

Strikc  oDt  tbe  whole  </  tha  laQ  after  &e  ward 
"Mm,"  ID  third  !■"»,  and  inMrt  "In  the  Court*  i^ 
As  Uniled  Statei,  ihall  he  deuguted  by  lot,  or  other- 
■iie,  in  euh  State  or  dutrict  reipectirelj,  according 
to  &e  mode  c''  ronniug  juriei,  to  Mrre  in  the  highnt 
Mmti  of  law  tibereiD,  now  practiMd  j  n  br  M  the 
Mae  ■hall  render  mch  deaignatlon  pnotie^le  bj  the 
Court)  and  Hamhala  of  the  United  States'' 

On  motion  to  strike  out  all  that  foUovs  tbe 
void  "otberwiae^"  in  the  fonrth  line  of  the  re- 
pwt,  for  the  porpoee  of  inaeMang  the  fbUowing : 

"  Summoned  or  pREiired  in  each  Stale  nqiect- 
iiel;,  aecordieg  to  tbe  mode  ^lected  and  preacribed 
hj  tbe  lawi  of  each  State  reepectirelr,  lo  ui  u  inch 
kn  than  render  the  lame  practicmble  bj  the  Conrte 
w  Uanbali  sT  Oie  United  States ;  and  when  the 
State  mode  eamiot  be  used  in  the  Contti  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed StaM,  die  Mardkal  ■fhm^lng  taeh  CosHs  ihall, 
tmj  daj  the  Conrt  liti,  nunmon  a  loffioient  nnm- 
ber  of  penona  to  attend  the  Court  that  day,  that  oat 
cf  dwm  msj  be  impannelled  lofficient  jnriei  for  the 
trial  of  all  canies  (except  cases  punishable  with 
death)  dcfteoding  in  ancb  Coarta  ;  uid  if  any  person 
(0  aaiamoiied  iludl  fail  to  attend  tlia  Conit  aocord- 
b^^  be  sliall  he  fined  ai^t  dollar^  to  tlie  use  of 
Os  United  State*  I " 

A  diridon  of  the  motion  wh  ealled  for,  and 
the  qneetion  in»  token  on  striking  out,  which 
pagsed  in  the  negative — jeas  9,  nafs  10,  as  fol- 

Tua. — Ueasa.  Anderson,  Bloodwmib,  Brown, 
Cooke,  FnaJdis,  Luigdon,  M«^^*iij  Mason,  and 
ricbaUs. 

NAia. — Msemi.  Bingham,  Dayton,  Dexter,  Faster, 
Goodhue,  Greene,  Onnn,  BHlhonas,  Howaid,  Lati- 
mer, liiamaTC,  Bead,  Rots,  SehneiMS,  Tracy,  and 
Walk. 

And  it  was  agreed,  that  the  hill  pan  to  the 
third  readiDff  as  amended.* 

Wkdszsdat,  May  11. 


attendanoe,  u  tt  voold  probably  be  the  last  day 
of  tbe  eeedoii,  the  S^ate  proceeded  to  the 
ehoice  of  a  Freaident  pro  Umpore,  as  the  oon- 
ttitotion  provides,  and  Ubuh  Tuot  vas  duly 
elected. 

MMttippi  8kue  Act. 

TbA  blB  entitled  "  An  act  to  permit,  in  oep- 
tain  eases,  the  brio^g  of  ilavee  into  the  Ui»- 
eiarijnii  Territory,"  was  read  tbe  third  time. 
On  the  qneetion  to  ajgree  to  the  &ial  passage 
thereol^  it  psseed  in  the  negative — yeas  S,  nsys 
14,  as  follows : 

Yua. — Meaan.  Andemo,  Cocke,  W"*"",  Pinok- 
ney,  and  Bead. 


Natk. — Heiirs.  Baldwin,  Bingban,  Bloodwortb, 
Brown,  Dayton,  Foster,  Franklin,  Greene,  Hillhonse, 
Lenranoe,  Lirennore,  Mason,  Monls,  uid  Ross. 

message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  Hoose  diugree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  billrega- 
latins  the  grants  of  land  (br  the  refbgeee  frtaa 
the  British  provinces   of  Canada  and  Nova 

The  Senate  oonsidered  the  resolntion  of  the 
Hoase  of  Kepreeentativea  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Setohtd,  That  they  adhere  to  their  amend- 

Ur.  Roes,  fh>m  tbe  committee  on  the  bill 
making  grants  of  lands  to  the  iohabitanta  of 
Yincennes,  and  TUinois  oonntry,  repented  the  bill 
vithoat  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to  poet- 
pone  the  UU  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Adjournnunt, 

A  message  fi-om  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  appointed 
a  oommittee  on  their  part,  with  anch  aa  toe  Sea- 
ate  may  Join,  to  wait  on  the  Pbbsident  or  thi 
Unitzd  Statss  and  notify  liim  that,  nnleaa  he 
hath  any  farther  oommnnications  to  make  to 
tbe  twoHonsea  crfConpreee,  they  are  ready  to 
adjomn  ;  and  they  desire  tbe  appointment  of  a 
">mmittee  on  tke  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  agreed  to  the  rescdntiMi  of  the 
Honae  of  Bepreeentatives  appt^Ung  a  com- 
mittee, JoinUy  with  sacb  as  the  Senate  may  ap* 
ptrint,  to  wait  on  the  Pbsbidknt  of  not  TJnixxd 
ST1.TIS,  sod  notify  him  of  the  proposed  a^own- 
__.  Dt  of  the  two  HoQsee  of  Congress;  anditwaa 
ordered  that  Meesrs.  BrooKui  and  Wma  be 
tiie  committee  on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate. 

Hi.  BnTOBAK  reported,  from  the  Joint  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  that  the  pBnmENT  or 
TB*  XTtimD  Statks  had  no  ftuther  oommnoic*- 
tion  to  make  to  Congress  at  this  time  than 
his  best  wishes  for  their  safe  retain  to  their 
reepeotive  places  of  abode. 

On  notion  that  it  be 

Baotvtd,  That  the  PnaioBRT  or  tb>  Uhitbo 
Suna  be  nqneeted  to  initniot  the  proper  law  offi- 
cer to  commence  and  cany  on  a  proieontian  Bgalnst 
WiUiam  Dnsne,  editor  of  the  newspaper  called  the 
Aurora,  for  otrtain  false,  deftmatory,  soaodaloQe,  and 


batted  of  tbe  good  people  of  the  UniteS 
It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  4, 


OrtUrti,  That  the  Secretaty  lay  an  attested 
copy  of  the  forgoing  resolntioD  before  the  Pbk- 
fiisENT  or  TSB  UHmn  Btatbs. 

Sfohtd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  of 
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for  the  convement  and  elegant  Mcommodationi 
AimiBhed  b^  Qtem  for  tha  nae  of  the  Sen&te, 
dnring  the  reddenoe  of  the  Katiooal  Oovem- 
ment  in  the  dt; ;  and  that  the  Preddent  of 


lotion  in  a  letter  to  the  uld  0  _.     .._. 

The  PsBsmntT,  agreeablT  to  the  Joint  rud> 
tion  of  the  18th  inMant,  odlJiKmied  the  Saate, 
to  meet  again  on  the  third'Uonday  ot  SofOtt- 
ber  next,  as  thelawproridea, 
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PBO0BBDXNO3  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   EEPRE8ENTATIVE8. 


HomAT,  Deoember  9, 1?99. 
lUi  being  the  ooiutitiititnial  day  ftir  the 
umiul  meetiog  irf  Oo^reas,  the  fbllowing  mem- 
ben  trf  the  Houh  of  HeprMentatirM  appeared, 
prodooed  tiieiroiedeDtiala^  and  took  their  seota, 

Fnm  Itiae  WmpAirg. — AshlFobtbb,  Joka- 
Tua  FKmuM,  tad  Wnxuv  Goboob. 

iVoM  MamaehuMtU.  —  Bailby  Babtlxtt, 
Phaituel  Bibhof,  DwioBT  Fostxb,  Hakbuor 
6.  Otib,  SiLAB  Lei,  Saktikl  Ltmar,  Jons 
Run,  Bakuzl  Bkwaix,  TBaoDont  Skdotick, 
1? iLLiAii  BnxpABD,  Obobok  Tbatobbb,  Joskfh 
'  R  Tabshm,  Pxlu  Wadavostd,  aod  Lxudkl 

AvM  (SMMMMeut.— JoKAiHiH  Bkaob,  Bamdsl 
W.  Dasa,  John  Davxmport,  'Wiluaii  Ednond, 
CHAmtoBT  GoODBiOH,  Elizitx  Goodbioh,  and 
Boon  Ubuwou). 

Ftmh  Shade  Iiland.^OHs  Bbows,  and  Chbib- 
TOFEXB  G.  Ohaxpux. 

Fron  Yermmt. — UatthkwLtos,  andLBWiB 
B.  MoBBu. 

From  Ntte  York. — THBODosna  Bailbt,  Jons 
BiBD,  WnxiAH  Oooi'KB,  LrOAB  Elmkhiiobph, 
Emr  OuNK,  Edwabd  Livniwioii,  Josab 
Piatt,  John  Tbohfboit,  and  Phiup  Tak  Cobt- 
Uimr. 

Fretn  N^m  Jtrmif.—JoBs  Oomar,  Feabujh 
Datxbfob^  Jambb  H,  Iu^t,  Aaxoit  Eitobkix, 
md  Jambs  Lmr. 

fVoM  i^MMUylMiMS. — BoBEBT  BBOwir,-Air- 
DBw  Qaaao,  Axsnr  Gaixatik,  John  A. 
Einr A,  JosKPB  Hkireb,  Jobh  Wilbxb  KnrrKKA, 
MicHAiL  Led,  Freb  UtrzLXHBEBa,JoHi(  Shilib, 
BiCEAKD  Tboiiab,  Robebt  Waut,  and  Hksbt 
Woooi. 

t^em  Jfarylond. — Geobsb  Baeb,  Wiuuk 
CxAiK,  Oabkocl  Obsibtib,  Gbobsb  Debt, 
Joszra  H.  Nioitolson,  Samuxl  Smith,  and 
John  Chew  Thomas. 

From  Yirfmia. — Josx  Dawsoit,  Thomab 
Etahs,  Datid  Holhxb,  Gbobsb  Jaoesoii,  Johk 
^"— '*"i  JoHK  Nicholas,  Anxhoht  Kew, 
Lktxb  Foweix,  John  Bahimilpb^  Absam  ^ooo, 
■nd  Josh  Tkus. 


From  Jfarth  Canlina. — ^Wilub  Autos, 
Joseph  Dioxboit,  Abohibald  Hibdebson,  IVil- 
I.UM  H.  Tin  I  Nathaitiel  Haoov,  Biohabs 
Btaktobd,  sod  Datid  Btobb. 

From  South  CimrIina.~RoBEvr  Ooodlob 
Habpeb,  Abraham  Nott,  John  Butixdo^  Jr., 
and  Thomas  SrMTEB. 

Urom  6torfia.—^AMm  JoNn,BBRjA)oitTAi> 

From  Tminmoe. — Whuam  Ohakus  Cols 

OUIBOKIIB. 

A  qnonim  of  the  whole  number  td  members 
being  present,  th«  Honse  proceeded  to  tiie  eleo- 
tion  of  a  Spbaxxb;  when,  on  oonnting  the  bal- 
lots, the  tellers  reported  that  Ur.  BEDswioxffsd 
U  TOtM ;  Hr.  Uaooh,  S7  ;  Mr.  Debt,  18 ;  Hr. 
BrTiximE,  S ;  Ifr.  Scmtkb,  1. 

That  the  whole  nnmber  of  votes  waa  86,  and 
the  nles  of  the  Bonae  reqidring  a  TO^oAtj  of 
the  mttDbers  prwent  to  ooostltnte  a  choioe^ 
ndther  of  the  abOTO  geDtlemen  were  elected. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  a  second  trial ; 
whm  Hr.  Sbdowioz  had  44  votes ;  Hr.  Uaoon, 
88 ;  Ur.  Dert,  8 ;  Mr.  Bcilxdox,  1. 

Wherenpon  Mr.  Sbdowioxwss  declared  dnl; 
elected,  and  oondncted  totiie  ohair  acoordinglr, 

Mr.  Bbdowioe,  npon  taking  the  chair,  ao- 
dreesed  the  Hoiue  in  the  foUowing  words : 

"GnmxMBVi  Utbonghl  am  ootudmuof  a  ao- 
fldmoj  of  the  talaati  mid)  ■»  deiirable  to  di»> 


dntiM  oTtbs  Ugh  ttatiaa  to  i^h  I  tun  n^^  b; 
tba  gBocroiw  rq^ard  of  Iha  «ili^t«Md  and  Tlrtnow 
npramitatiTai  of  my  conat^,  Tet,  npoalng  u^ielf 
<m  the  enwn  of  their  candid  n^^wrt,  I  will  not 
duinkfiun  ue  attempt. 

"  Accept  J  pny  jon,  gentlenuD,  mr  gntnftil  aa- 
knowMgnNot  of  the  lioaor  yon  are  plaaied  to  eon- 
&r;  and,  with  it,  an  aMDnnce,  that  no  ooDiidentiaa 
■halt  sednM  ma  to  deriate,  in  the  lea«t  dsgrM,  &cid 
a  Hxtat  line  of  impartial  hitigritj.' 

A  measage  waa  recelTed  from  tbe  Senate,  in- 
forming the  Hoose  that,  a  aoffident  nnml>er  of 
membws  appearing  to  form  a  qnorom,  tJiey  had 
proceeded  to  tbe  choice  of  a  President  pro 
teagiorty  when  Hon.  Samubl  Livbbmobb  was 
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The  Home  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk ; 
when  it  utpeared  Johatban  W.  Oohdx  had 
47  vote^  JoHH  Beoklbt,  89. 

Whereupon  Ur.  Cosdt  was  declared  bj  the 
Sfiaxks  to  be  dalj  elected. 

Ordered,  That  a  measBoe  be  sent  to  the  Beuate, 
to  iuform  that  bodj  of  the  election  of  the  Hon. 
Tbeodobk  Bkdowiok,  OB  Speakbb  of  tlie  Eoose 
of  Representatives. 

On  tuodoa  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  Honae  prooeed- 
ed  to  the  choice  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arma,  Door- 
keeper, and  Aeaiatant  Doorkeeper;  when  Jo- 
BEPH  Whkaton,  Tbouas  C1.AXT0N,  and  Thoiub 
Dunk,  were  nnammonslj  elected. 

The  oath  to  anpport  the  Oonatitntion  of  the 
tToited  States,  as  prescribed  hy  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regolato  the  time  and  manner  of 
odminiBtering  certain  oaths,"  was  administered 
by  Mr.  Rcttlbdoe,  one  of  the  Bepreeentativea 
fbr  the  State  of  Sonth  Csrolina,  to  the  Sfxaeib, 
and  then  the  same  oath  or  afflnnation  was  ad- 
ministered by  Mr.  Bfkakbb  to  each  of  the  mttn- 
bera  preeent. 

WiujAM  ^ERBT  Hasbikn'  having  also  ap- 
peared, as  a  RepreeentatiTe  fbr  the  territory  0/ 
the  United  Statu  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio, 
the  said  oath  was  odminiatered  to  him  by  Mr. 


The  same  afflnnation,  tether  with  the 
affirmation  of  office  presoribea  by  the  said  re- 
.  dtedaot,  were  also  adminlateredt^  Ur.SpKAK- 
IK  to  the  Clerk. 

A  meaaage  wis  received  from  tlie  Senate,  in- 
foftuing  the  Hoose,  that  they  had  passed  a  reao- 
Intion,  appointing  a  joint  oommittee  to  wait  on 
the  Prbsident  or  thb  Unitbd  States,  and  in- 
form him  that  Coni[reM  had  met  and  were  ready 
to  receive  any  oommnnications  he  might  think 
proper  to  make;  and,  in  case  of  ooncorrence, 
that  Meaars.  Rbas  and  BraaoAM  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  on  t>ehalf  of  the  Senate. 

The  noose  concarred  in  the  resolation,  and 
Messrs.  Mabshau.,  Bctlxdoe,  and  Skwau^ 
were  appointed  to  wdt  on  the  PsiamEHT,  in 
conlonction  with  the  committee  from  the  Senate. 

The  following  letter  was  read  by  the  Sfeakkr. 

78  WKLBECK-SrafeEr,  Lonnoir, 
StfttnOer  20,  1T9S. 
Sm :  I  Iwg  lean,  tlmngh  yon,  to  ofibr  to  Ae 
Home  at  Re^mtttlTss  of  thi  United  Sute^  im- 
piwrioDa  at  the  two  prlnta  of  ths  AmericoD  Reroln- 
tion,  which  I  han  Utelv  caased  Co  b<  pnbliifaed.* 
liie  importance  of  de  emit*,  and  the  illuatrioiu 


eharacton  of  ths  two  _ 
tbcy  are  particaluiy  devoted,  give  to  time  worit 
dwir  bast  claim  to  vonr  notloi ;  ud  fbe  patrlotinn 
rf  my  coont^meo,  I  (nut  will  nve  thsm  a  Uader 
rnceptioo  than  thdr  intrindo  nunt  ml^^t  entitle  me 

'Wi^gcekt  mpeot,  I  have  A4  hoDor  to  be,  dr, 
your  moM  obediaal,  hnmble  anTUit, 

JNO.  TRUMBULL 
The  Sfueeb  e/'Ue  ffoMW  o/Ref.  V.  S. 


*  The  jirlnU  ntumi  to  \>j  Mr,  TrnnitHill.  Id  hli  l«i_,  _, 
ths  Sp«k«r  of  th*  Hodh  of  RrnrcuDtitlTu,  an  flnt,  ■ 
nprHinUtjoa  of  tlia  Bitllg  of  Qaebse,  ud  dc^  of  0<n«nl 


Seiolted,  That  the  mlea  and  orders  of  pro- 
ceeding esUblbhed  by  the  late  Hoose  of  Repr»- 
aentativea,  ahall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the 
mlee  and  orders  of  proceeding  to  be  observed 

this  Hoose,  ontil  a  reviaion  or  alteration  of 

le  same  shall  take  place. 

iiMoItiei,  That  each  member  be  ftirtushed  with 
three  newspapera,  printed  in  thia  city,  during  * 
the  session,  at  the  expense  of  this  Eonie. 

Mr.  WiiBwuT.i.,  ^m  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wut  on  the  Pbksidest  or  nnc  U>n- 
TBD  Statxs,  reported,  that  they  had  performed 
that  service;  and  tliat  the  Pbebidknt  had^i- 
pointed  tomorrow  forenoon,  IS  o'clock,  to 
meet  both  Honsea  in  the  Representatives'  Cbun- 
ber. 

The  Honse  then  a^joorned,  till  bvtnotrow 
morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 

TuBBDAT,  December  8. 

Jaios  a.  Batabd,  from  Delaware,  iqipeared 
prodnoedhia  credentials,  waa  qualified,  and  took 
nis  aeat  in  the  ^nse. 

iVsniMfa  Speteh. 

OriaiftA,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  Infbrm  tham  that  this  Honse  ia  now  ready 
to  attend  them  in  receiving  the  oommnnicadoD 
from  the  PamiDBirr  of  the  UmrED  SxATaa, 
agreeably  to  his  notification  to  both  Honses 
yesterday. 

The  S«ttate  attended  and  tocA  seats  in  the 
Honse ;  when,  both  Honses  being  asHembled,  the 
Pbssidkst  or  the  DirrrBD  Staixb  came  int« 
the  BepresentAtives'  Chamber,  and  addressed 
thetn  as  follows.  (For  the  Speech,  see  Senate 
proceedinga,  anfa.) 

The  pMsmBST  or  the  TTimzD  States  thco 
withdrew  and  the  two  Hooses  separated. 

A  copy  of  the  Speech  being  deUvered  by  the 


Wedbbsdat,  December  4. 

Mr,  LrviNOBTOii  said  he  conceived  some  notiee 
onght  to  be  taken  of  the  letter  received  from 
Mr.  Tbuvbuix,  and  therefore  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee.  Agreed  tcv 
and  Messrs.  LtviKoSTOs,  Taliafkbbo,  and  Wni^ 
were  appointed. 

The  Fre^dmCt  ape»e\. 

The  Hoose  went  into  a  Committee  of  ths 
Whole  on  the  Fbesident'b  Speech,  Mr.  Scr- 
LBDOE  in  the  chair.     The  Speech  havii^  been 

Mr.  MAKsnALi.  moved  ibe  following  resdo- 
tion,  which  waa  agreed  to  by  the  ccaoniittee, 


MoBtmBHTj;  MTond.  th*  BatUa  <g  Boabt^  KID- 
f  lagul  sngnTln^  Tkajr  an  pluvl  oa  tte  ri^  or 
of  tho  Bpcaktr'a  ehalr,  and  are  blghtv  onuMStil  t 
ScptCMBtaClTiM'  Chambar. 
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Aidrtm  to  At  PrttilML 


[O.  . 


At  Eonw  of  BBpreientatlvci  to  the  Pretf  dent  of  the 
Ciited  StMM,  In  mwwer  to  hli  Spsw^  to  both  Hcnue> 
of  CoBfticK,  on  the  cfwning  of  the  present  •esaon, 
cntiiniDg  urarancei  that  thli  Hoan  will  jalj  >t- 
tmd  to  die  impiHtant  otgeot*  reoommanded  bj  him 

The  committM  rose,  and  the  resolution  hav- 
ing been  agreed  ta  b?  the  House,  Measrs.  Hiz- 
sniLL,  Butlsdgb,  Sewau,  LmKosroK,  and 
fiCHOLAS,  were  ^polntod  a  committee  to 
dnft  the  Addr«M. 

Fbidat,  December  8. 

Hr.  W*B«mii.,  from  Uie  committee  appoint- 
ed to  draft  an  Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
of  the  Pbhidert  of  thx  UKim)  States,  at 
the  oommenoetDent  of  the  preeent  session,  re- 
ported tLe  same,  which  was  committed  to  a 
CoDunlttee  of  the  Whole  on  Uonday  next,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  LrraiaSToif,  from  the  committee  to  vhom 
wu  referred  the  letter  of  Mr.  TnunboJl,  report- 
ed the  following  reeolatjon,  which  was  adopted 
b;  the  Honse : 

"  Aaobed^  That  the  two  elegant  printt  oSbrvd  b7 
Mr.  Tnimbnit,  be  aooepted;  ud  that  the  Speaker 
be  imtnnted  lo  write  an  anawer,  ezirenlre  of  the 
pltunra  with  which  Ihia  Honae  hai  rdMerred  bis 
geoiiu  and  talent*  exerted  in  tb«  patriotlo  taak  of 
celdmtisg  Ae  eventa  which,  led  to  hii  cxnuitiy'i 
biepeDdeoce,  and  dedicated  to  the  manoir  td  those 
bam  who  fell  in  its  defence." 

SfoNDAT,  DeoKober  0. 
JosuB  Pabekr  and  Robibt  Pxok,  from  Vir- 
ginia, appeared,  prodnoed  their  oredentiala,  ware 
qoalifled;,  and  took  th«r  seats. 

ASdrmt  to  th»  Pretidrnt. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  Address  to  be  presented 
to  the  PswiDzirT  of  tee  TJnitzd  SrAns  in  an- 
swer to  bis  Speech  to  both  Honsee,  at  the  oom- 
meQcement  of  the  present  sesBton. 

Mr.  Qnsao  moved,  tbat  the  words  diatin- 
gniahed  hj  italics,  in  the  third  and  fourth  lines 
of  the  second  paragraph  of  the  Address,  be 
■tmck  ont,  and  that  the  words  "  act  in  "  be  in- 
serted in  their  stead ;  which  prodaoed  a  short 
delrnte,  and  was  finallf  n^atived. 

The  oominittee  then  roee,  and  the  Address 
was  reported  withoot  ameiidment ;   and 
agreed  to  by  the  Honse,  in  the  words  following, 

Te  lla  Pntideia  qfdue  JTn^ti  atidet  i 

Sib  :  While  the  HonM  of  BepreKntatiTea  contem- 
riits  da  flmtterins  pmnwcts  of  abnndtuioe  from  the 


intanptiotu  eceaiioned  by  the  belligerent 
gnu  part  of  the  woiOd,  the  retnm  of  health,  iodu^- 
tfj  and  trade,  to  thoea  eitiei  which  hiTe  lately  been 
■ffiictad  with  diaeaM,  and  the  viuiotw  and  meiti- 
Bable  Bd*mntegM,  civil  and  religioua,  which,  ncnred 
nder  om  happy  bmie  of  a«T«iu)i«nt,  ate  continoad 


mpdred,  we  cannot  fail  Id  offer  tqp  to  the  be- 
Draty  OUT  nncere  thanks  for  these  the  menn- 
uatioDS  of  hie  protecting  Providence. 
That  any  portioa  of  the  people  of  Amenca  Bhonld 

Cnnlt  themselves,  amid  such  nnmeioui  blessinga,  to 
sSAienl  bp  (At  artf  and  mUnprtttntalioTu  ofdttign- 
(D  an  open  resiBtKncD  of  a  law  of  the  United 
State*,  cannot  be  heard  wtthoat  dm  iind  seriaiu  re- 
gret, Under  a  cooititntion  where  the  pnblic  bnrdent 
can  mly  be  impoeed  by  the  people  themselTea,  fw 
thdr  own  benefit,  and  to  promote  their  own  objects, 
a  hc^  might  well  have  been  indulged  that  the  gma- 
ral  Intersrt  wonid  have  been  too  well  nndentood,  and 
the  general  welfare  too  highly  prized,  to  have  pro- 
dnctd  in  any  of  onr  citlieni  a  dispositloa  to  haiaid 
ich  fehcity,  by  the  criminal  effort  of  a  part,  to 
omose  with  lawless  violence  the  will  of  the  whole. 
While  we  lament  that  depravity  which  conld  prodnoe 
a  dnSance  of  the  ciiQ  author!^,  and  render  indispen- 
sable the  idd  of  the  military  Rirce  of  the  nation,  reel 
consolation  is  to  be  derived  trom  the  promptness  and 
fidelity  with  which  that  ud  was  aSbnled.  That  leg- 
ions and  active  co-opcradon  with  the  jadicial  power, 
of  the  volnnleers  and  militia  railed  into  service,  which 
has  restored  order  and  submission  to  the  laws,  is  a 
plearing  evidence  of  the  attachment  of  ou  fellow- 
citiiens  to  their  own  fne  Government,  and  of  the 
traly  potrlotio  alacrity  with  wbicb  they  will  lap- 
porth. 

To  give  doe  effect  to  the  civil  administration  of 
Qovemment,  and  to  ensnre  a  jnst  execntion  of  tha 
laws,  are  o^ecti  of  snch  real  magnitade  ai  to  ae- 
core  proper  attention  to  your  recammendation  of  a 
revision  and  amendment  «  the  jndidary  system. 

Highly  approving,  as  we  do,  ths-paciRc  and  hn- 
mane  poliqy  whi<£  hai  been  invariably  professed 
and  dncarely  perilled  by  the  Execntive  anlhori^  of 
the  Dnited  Stttesi  a  poUcy  which  our  beat  interetti 
ei^oined  and  of  which  honor  has  permitted  the  ob- 

serrance,  weoocaidf """ ' ' *  " 

■joat  inflexible  peie 

ayatem,  yonr  prepaiaaon  lo  meet  me  nm  inaicaiioos 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Republic,  of  a  disposition 
to  accommodate  the  existing  differences  between  tha 
two  conntriea,  by  a  nomination  of  Ministers  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  which  the  honor  of  onr  country  uo- 
qnestionably  dictated,  and  which  its  moderation  had 
certainly  given  it  a  right  to  prescribe.  When  the 
annraneea  thus  required  of  the  French  Government 
previoTU  to  the  departure  of  onr  Envoys,  had  been 
given  throng  their  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations, 
tha  direction  that  they  should  proceed  ou  their  mis- 
sion, was,  on  yonr  part,  a  completion  of  the  measure, 
and  manifesta  the  sincerity  with  which  it  was  com- 
menced. We  oQer  up  out  fervent  prayers  to  the  Su- 
preme Ruler  of  the  Uuivene  fbr  Che  success  of  their 
embassy,  and  that  it  may  be  productive  of  peace  and 
bappinesa  to  onr  common  countn'.  The  uniform 
tenor  of  your  condnct,  through  a  life  uaoful  Co  yonr 
fellow-citixena  and  honorable  to  yours^,  gives  a 
snT«  pledge  of  the  linccrlty  with  which  the  avowed 
ol^ects  of  Che  negotiation  will  be  purmed  on  your  par^ 
and  we  earnestly  pray  that  similar  dispositions  may 
be  displayed  on  Ihe'part  of  Fiance.  The  diffL'ranoeS 
wluch  nnfortnnotely  sabaist  between  the  two  nationa, 
cannot  rail,  In  that  event,  to  be  hnppily  terminated. 
To  produce  thi*  end,  to  all  so  desirable,  firmneia, 
moderation,  and  nnion  at  home,  conatitDte,  we  are 
peraoaded,  the  aurest  meanik  The  character  of  tha 
gentlomeu  yon  have  deputed,  and  atill  mora,  die 
ohaiaotcr  of  die  OoTetmneat  which  deputes  diem, 
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MM  MUa  pladmi  to  thair  conntiy,  that  nDtUng  Iit- 
Mnipatible  wuh  lu  honor  or  intetut,  nothliig  meaa- 
ditent  with  our  obli^OM  of  goad  fUib  w  friend- 
■hlp  to  mj  other  mtHm,  will  bo  ilJpiilated. 

We  teun,  with  nlwiora,  that  our  citizeu,  with 
Ihdr  piDpvr^,  tnding  to  thoM  pwti  of  SL  Domingo 
wi&  which  ootnBMircuJ  mtaroonnehu  beon  renewed, 
ban  been  <]nl7  Teq)ect«d,  and  thatpiivataaring  from 
thow  DOrtthaa  oeaied. 

Wiu  700,  we  nncerelr  ngret  that  the  ezeonlioD 
(tf  the  uith  article  of  the  Trea^  of  Ami^,  Canunenie, 
end  NarlgatloD,  with  Great  Sritain,  an  article  pro- 
duced ^>J  a  mntnal  apirit  nf  ami^f  ud  juetioe,  ihoald 
have  been  noamdablj  intempted.  We  donbt  not  the 
le  ipirit  qT  ami^,  and  the  lame  aenae  c(  jnatioo  Id 


aht  to  bo  fblfilled  with  that  acnipiiloiu  poiietMlIQr 
good  faith  to  which  DOT  GorerBineDt  tut*  eier 
to  traadonalj  adhered,  jet  no  motiTe  ezlita  to  in- 
dooe,  and  ererjr  principle  forbids  ni  to  adopt  a 
otautmction  wMch  might  extend  them  bajFOod  the 
instromont  bj  which  tbej  an  oreated.  We  cberiah 
the  hope  that  the  □oremmeat  of  Great  Britain  will 
diaolaini  inch  extention,  and  bj  cndiallf  mdtilw 
with  that  of  the  United  SutM  for  the  remonil  of  ^ 
diffioultiea,  will  aoon  enable  the  boarda  appcdnlad 
under  the  nith  and  acTSBth  aiticlaa  of  oar  tiM^ 
with  that  nation,  to  proceed,  and  bring  the  bonneta 
committed  In  them  rwpectiTelj  to  a  aatiifkctoi? 
ConclnaiaD. 

The  buQdinga  Ibr  the  acoommodation  of  Congreai, 
and  of  the  Preitdent,  and  for  the  poblto  offlcM  of 
the  GoTenunenC  at  ita  permanent  leat,  being  in  nich 
a  Btate  a*  to  admit  of  a  removal  to  that  Diitrict  b7  the 


With  Jim,  or,  w«  deem  the  preaent  period  critb^ 
and  momentoDB.  The  important  chanoea  which  an 
oocnmng^  the  new  and  great  erenU  wmoh  are  every 
honr  preparing  in  the  political  world,  the  apirit  of 
war  which  ta  prevalent  in  almost  eveir  nation  with 
whoae  affair*  Uie  intereata  of  the  United  Statea  ha*e 
anj  oonnectioD,  demonibate  how  nnnfe  and  preca- 
riooa  would  be  our  aitnation,  ahonld  we  neglect  the 
tneans  ij  maintaiDing  onr  jnat  ri^ta.  Kewecting, 
M  we  have  ever  done,  the  right*  at  others  Amerioa 
eatimalea  too  ooirectlf  the  vaJne  of  her  owi^  and  has 
nccdved  eirideaoe  too  eranplete  that  th^  are  onlj 
to  be  preaerred  hj  her  own  ngilance,  tm  to  permit 
henelf  to  be  aedoced  bf  a  love  of  eaie,  or  bj  other 
conaideratlona,  into  that  deadly  disregard  of  the 
means  of  aelf-defence,  which  ooold  onlj  result  fVom 
a  oaieleianea  aa  crindnal  aa  it  would  b«  fatal  oon- 
oeming  the  fntnie  destude*  oF  our  growing  Repnbtia. 
The  result  of  the  mlarion  to  Franoe  la,  mdeed,  sir, 
nncertain.  It  dqniida  not  on  Amerioa  almie.  The 
moat  pacifio  temper  will  not  alwaj*  enanre  peace. 
We  ihonld  therefore  exhibit  a  ajitem  of  condnot  ■* 
Indiaoieet  as  it  would  be  hw  in  the  hisloij  of  ttM 
world,  if  we  ooosiderad  the  negotiatiim  happily  ter- 
'  minated  beoaoM  we  have  attempted  to  commenoe  It, 
and  peace  nstoied  becaoae  we  wlili  It*  reatorMioa. 
Bnt,  rir,  however  thiamisdoD  way  terminate,  a  atead; 
peisevemace  in  a  system  of  ztational  defence,  oom- 
menntrate  wiOi  onr  resources  and  the  ntuation  of  our 
country,  ia  an  obvion*  dictate  of  dn^.    Experleooo, 


the  parent  of  wlidom,  and  the  great  hutraelor  of  i»- 
Uona,  haa  established  the  tmth  of  jonr  pwitiaa,  that, 
lemotely  a*  we  an  placed  fioan-  the  balligsreat  u- 
tiooi^  and  dedroo*  a*  we  an^  by  doing  joatioa  to  tQ, 
to  avoid  vttuBca  to  any,  yet  nothing  ahcM  of  tta 
power  of  repelling  aggreaaiona  win  aaoon  to  am 
coontry  a  rational  pro^eot  ef  efo^iii^  the  —'"■■'■^ 
oT  war  or  national  degradation. 
In  the  progreaa  of  the  aeaaloai,  we  shall  talu  bto 
consideration  the  v^ooa  and  iuperinC 


and  Integriw  which  haie  m  .  .  .  ,  -  - 
long  retried  the  confidence  and  aOWIioDafyearM- 
low-citiiens,  atteat  the  dnceri^  «f  yoor  declatstia^ 
that  it  Is  yoor  anxkos  denra  so  to  exeeole  the  tnil 
Hfceed  in  yon  aa  to  nodsr  die  people  cf  die  Udttd 
Slates  pro^erona  and  h^ipy. 

BmM,  That  the  Spukkk,  attendad  bj  ths 
Hooae^  do  preaent  the  sdd  Addreaa. 

Ueasra.  MnamiT.i.,  RrruuMx,  and  b«iu, 
were  appointed  a  oommitt«e  to  wait  on  tbt 
Pr»idiht,  to  know  wh«n  and  wtun  he  wonU 
be  ready  to  receive  the  Addreea;  and  harb^ 
perfbnned  that  Krrioe,  repwted,  that  the 
PsiaiDBirr  had  appointed  to^nomw,  two 
o'oloek,  for  that  po^oae,  at  his  o  vn  honaft 

IkUgaUfrom  North^emt  TtrrUtrt- 
Ordtrtd,  That  the  oredendali  <rf  Woxiui 
HuTBT  Ejixaaon,  who  hoa  appeared  u  a  Dele- 
gate from  the  territorr  of  the  TJoited  Statce 
north- west  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  be  refared  to  the 
Oominitt«e  of  Eloctiona;  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  report  whether  the  Tenitorj  is  eft- 
titled  to  elect  a  Delegate  who  niaj  have  a  Mat 
in  this  Hooae, 


■Tdxbdat,  DeoembCT  10. 
Uarrmtw  Out,  from  Virginia,  appeared, 
prodnoed  his  oredentdala,  was  qnalified,  and  took 
nis  seat  in  the  Eouae. 

Addrm  U>  tit  Prmidmt. 

The  hour  havinx  arrived  whieb  the  Paw- 
DXST  had  appointed,  Ur.  Snazxi,  attended  bj 
the  members  preaent,  jvooeeded  to  the  Fmi- 
dent'*  honse,  to  preaent  him  tbnr  Addre«  in 
answer  to  bis  Bpeeoh  at  the  opening  of  tb« 
present  seeraon;  and  having  retnmed,tbePm- 
dkbt'b  reply  thereto  was  read,  as  followa: 
Oiolamm  ;f  Ifc  Himie  ifSerntnUatnm! 

Thia  very  rsifiectfiil  adilnaa  ftom  (be  BeannM- 
tives  ol  the  people  of  the  United  State*  at  their  tat 
aaaembly,  altar  a  &esh  election,  nndar  the  itrcog  ia- 
preadon  of  the  pnbUo  anzuon  and  national  tease,  at 
this  intetetting  and  H"f^*^  cvisaa  of  oar  paUia 
aflun,  hai  excited  my  tentiUll^,  «wl  lauuiiu  ny 


At  long  aa  we  can  n 

Ibction,  the  honor  of  » 
Ita  peace,  external^  and  ii 

Idnabla,  or  in  war,  when  uai  ueaoiiiv  uilii  /■ 
aatert  It*  real  Ind^endenoe  and  aovenl^ty,  aod 
Mpport  the  constitntlODal  energiaa  and  fgnily  •'  it* 
Bovemment,  we  mar  be  perfectiy  aarsL  nMar  A* 
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pmM  ind  extend  oar  oatiQiial  Intcreits  tui  h^ipl- 

Tbe  fpkxue  of  tin  Senata  uid  Hddm  ot  Sepn- 
iibtiTU,  M  jiutlj  battovad  npoo  the  Tolonteen  and 
.  ndiliii  Ibr  tteii  Esaloiu  and  *ctiTe  ocMiperatioii  with 
fa  jndidil  pomn',  which  hu  reilored  order  end  ia\f- 
mmoB  to  thfl  Um,  u  it  comm  with  pvciiliar  voight 
ud  fcopiietf  from  thi  LegUUtore,  cannot  fail  to 
htn  m  actendTe  and  pannknent  effiict,  Air  the  luo- 
port  of  Gomnment,  upon  all  thoaa  ingeiiiious  mindi 
■fu  nomre  delight  from  the  appTOving  and  ani- 
midi^  vrioa  of  £dr  coontrr. 

JOHN  ADAM3. 
UnnD  SzAzn,  i>e<3nK&a- 10. 


WxDmBDi.T,  Beoember  II, 
Hdibt  Lxb,  from  YirginiB,  uipeared,  pro- 
dooed  hia  credentialB,  was  qnalified,  and  took 
hia  Kat  ia  the  Eoose. 

7^  Pirmft  7ki  £(m. 

Ifr.  Habpbb  B^d,  that  a  difficulty  had  ariaen 

in  the  Stat«  of  Feuiisvlvaaia,  relatire  to  the  ei- 

ecnlion  of  the  law  "for  the  vaJuatloa  of  lands 

and  dweUing-houses,  and  for  the  enmneration 

of  slar«^  within  the  United  States,"  which  the 

CommissionerB  for  that  State  did  not  conceive 

tbeioBelTes  competent  to  decide  DpoD ;  tiiat  the 

Contminionera  had  referred  the  case  to  the 

Becretarj  of  the  Treasury,  whose  opinion  it 

iru,  that  Hiey  were   posseased   of  Boffident 

power  to  obTiate  the  diffionltiee  complained  of; 

bat  the  Oonuniseioners,  on  again  taking  the 

aobject  into  consideration,  were  still  of  opinion 

th^  were  niuble  to  act  witboat  legislative  ^d, 

and  therefore  bad  made  application  to  the  Oom- 

joittee  ot  Way^  and  Ueans,  who,  Mr.  n.  said, 

had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 

1  bill,.liirther  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An 

act  to  provide  for  the  Taloation  of  lands  and 

dweUiog-hotues,  and  for  the  ennmeretion  of 

altves  within   the  Uoited  States,  "^  which  was 

granted. 

FranJeinff  I'rinUge  to  W.  B.  Barrimm. ' 
V.T.  Hasfxs  laid  the  following  resolntion  on 
the  table. 


BttoiBtd,  Th»C  s  onnmittee  be  appoinlad  to  pre- 
pan  and  bring  I»  a  bill,  eitaadins  tlu  privilege  nf 
hvJang  to  W.  B.  Harriaoc,  a  delagata  from  the 
tonit«7  of  the  United  State*  north-weit  of  tbe  cirar 
Otdo^  nid  f  "*"'"C  provinon  fbr  hia  oompensition. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  according  to  law,  that  gen- 
tleman had  tbe  right  onlj  of  speaking  and  giv- 
iog  his  opinion  npon  anvqn^on  before  the 
House,  bnt  was  not  entitled  to  a  votf^  or  any 
other  privilef^  ;  hot  as  the  privileges  of  a  mem- 
her  had  been  extended  on  a  former  ocoasion  to 
a  delegate  ftom  the8onth-westemTerritory,he 
had  no  donbt  they  would  be  granted  on  the 
ivesent. 

To*,  m—as 


MoNDAT,  Deoember  16. 

Troiub  Rabtijct,  from  Pennsylvania,  and 

JoflXPH  EosLEaroH,  from  Virginia,  appeared, 

produced  their  credentials,  were  qualined,  and 

took  their  seats  in  the  Hoits& 

Wkokksdat,  December  18, 
Death  of  General  Wathinffton. 

Mr.  MABaHAr.i.,  in  a  voioe  that  bespoke  the 
aogniah  of  his  mind,  and  a  coantenance  expree- 
sive  of  tlie  deepest  regret,  rose,  and  delivered 
himself  as  fbllowa: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Infbnnation  has  jost  been  re- 
ceived, that  onr  iUoatrioiis  fellow-citizen,  the 
Oommander-in-Ohlef  of  the  American  Army, 
and  the  late  President  of  tbe  United  States,  is 

Though  this  distressing  intelligence  ia  not 
certain,  there  is  too  mach  reason  to  believe  its 
trnth.  Alter  receiving  information  of  this  na- 
tional calamity,  so  heavy  and  so  afflicting,  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives  can  be  but  ill  fitted 
for  public  business.  I  move  you,  therefore^ 
tb^  a^oarn. 

The  motion  was  nnanimonsty  agreed  to ;  and 
then  the  Hoose  at^onmed  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, 11  o'dook, 

Thuiisdai,  Deoember  19. 
Sahuxl   Goonx,  from   Virginia,  appeared,. 
prodaoed  his  credentials,  was  qoaMed,  and  took, 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

Z>Mt&  of  Omeral  Wathmfton. 

Mr.  MaBSHALL  addressed  the  Ch^  as  ftj- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Tbe  melancholy  event  wUoh 
was  yesterday  announced  with  donbt,  boa  been 
rendered  bnt  too  oert^n,  Onr  Wasbtnotoit  is 
no  more  1  The  Hero,  the  Bage,  and  the  Patriot 
of  America — the  man  on  whom  in  times  of 
danger  every  eye  was  turned  and  all  hopes  were 
placed — lives  bow  only  in  his  own  great  ac- 
tions, and  in  the  hearts  c£  an  afibotionate  and 
afflicted  people. 

If;  sir,  it  had  even  not  been  usoal  openlv  to 
tcsd^  respect  for  the  memory  of  those  wnom 
Heaven  had  selected  as  its  instmments  'for  dis- 
pendng  good  to  men,  yet  sach  has  been  the  mi- 
oommon  worth,  and  such  the  extraordinary  in- 
cidents  which  have  marked  the  life  of  him 
whose  loss  we  Bll>dep1ore,  that  the  whole 
American  nation,  impelled  by  the  same  feelings, 
would  call  with  one  voice  fbr  a  public  mani- 
festation of  that  aonow  which  is  ao  deep  and  to 
aniversaL 

More  than  any  other  indivldnal,  and  as  mnoh 
as  to  any  one  individual  was  poedble,  has  he 
contributed  to  found  this  our  wide-spreading  em- 
pire, and  to  give  to  the  Western  world  its  in- 
dependence and  its  freedom. 

Having  effected  the  great  object  f( 


1  the  great  object  for  which  he 

d  at  the  head  of  our  armie^  we  have 

tothoplongh- 


seen  him  oonvertiDg  tbe  sword  into  ti 


dbyGoo^Ie 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THE 

DtaA  i^Gmeral  WaMmgUm. 


c 


share,  and  Tolontarilj  dnkiog  the  soldier  in  the 
oitizen. 

When  the  debility  of  onr  federal  Bystem  had 
beoome  manifest,  and  the  bonds  wbicli  connect- 
ed the  parts  of  this  vast  oontinent  were  dimolv- 
ing,  we  have  seen  him  the  Ohief  of  those 
-latriots  who  formed  for  ns  a  oonstitation,  which, 
jy  preaerriog  the  Union,  will,  I  tmst,  substan- 
tiate and  perpetuate  those  bleseingaoor  Bevoln- 
tion  had  promised  to  bestow. 

In  obedience  to  the  general  voice  of  his  coun- 
try, calling  on  him  to  preside  orer  a  great 
people,  we  have  eeen  him  once  more  quit  the 
retirement  he  loved,  and  in  a  season  more 
rtormy  and  tempeetnoos  than  war  Itself,  with 
calm  and  wise  aetermination,  pnrsae  the  tme 
intereata  of  the  natioii,  and  oontribnta,  more 
than  any  other  coal<l  oontribnte,  to  the  eetab- 
liflhment  of  that  system  of  policy  which  will,  I 
tnut,  yet  preserve  our  peace,  onr  honor,  and 
our  independence. 

Having  been  twice  nnanimonsly  choeen  the 
Ohief  Usgistrate  of  &  free  pet^le.  we  >ee  him 
at  a  time  when  his  re-election,  wilii  the  nnivei^ 
Ml  safflrage,  oonld  Dot  have  been  donbted, 
nSbrding  to  the  world  a  rare  instance  of  mode- 
ration, by  withdrawing  from  his  h^b  station  to 
tiiepe«oefbl  walks  of  private  life. 

However  the  pnblio  confidence  may  change, 
and  the  pnblio  affections  floctnata  with  respect 
to  others,- yet  with  respect  to  him  the^  have  in 
war  and  in  peace,  in  pnblio  and  in  pnvate  life, 
been  as  st«Bdy  as  his  own  firm  mind,  and  as 
constant  as  his  own  exalted  virtnes. 

Let  ns  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  pay  the  lest  trihnte 
of  reepect  and  afibction'to  our  departed  friend — 
let  the  Qrand  Oonndl  of  the  nation  display 
those  sentiments  which  the  nation  feels. 


o^  to  the  Hotae. 

Mr.  WtiwH'T'-  having  handed  them  in  at  the 
table,  they  were  read,  and  nnanimoiuly  agreed 
to  by  tLe  Eona^  in  the  words  following  to 
wit: 

The  HoiM  of  BepresMrtatirei  of  the  United  Statai, 
having  received  intelligenoe  of  the  death  of  thrii 
highly  vsloed  fellow-cUiien,  QioBaB  Wasbihotok, 
Oeneiml  of  the  AmiM  of  the  United  StMes,  and 
■luring  tbe  Dniverwl  grief  thii  diitnMtng  event  miut 
pradnce,  uitammouilii  rttolvi  .- 

1.  That  thi«  Hoiue  will  wut  on  the  Freddent  of 
the  United  States,  In  oandolenoe  cf  this  natioasl 


aai  axpieMive  of  tlM  piefiranti  loiMir  with  vhkh 
CoogreM  U  ptoelnlad  on  the  loss  of  a  eititB 
wer,  first  in  peace,  and  fint  in  the  b«Ht*  of  1 

1.  Tlut  when  this  House  a^onm,  it  will  adjoatn 


EDtcana,  1791. 

DENT  OF  THi  Unitzd  Staiw,  to  know  wheo  ud 
where  he  will  receive  this  Hoosefw  the  pin- 
poae  expreeaed  in  the  first  reMtlalicHi. 

Ordtred,  That  Ur.  Uaxshall,  Ur,  Cun, 
Mr.  Hknbt  Ln,  Mr,  EooLunnt,  Hr.  Smn, 
Ur.  Sron,  Ur.  Bdtlxdob,  Ht.  Abul  Foem, 
Mr.  MoHUNBBiio,  Mr,  Vjlw  Ookixmutt,  Mr. 
DwifiBT  FoBTBR,  Mr.  FaurKLCt  Divintoit, 
Mr.  O1.11BOKNB,  Mr.  Mosms,  Mr.  Jomr  Blows, 
and  Mr.  Tauapirbo,  be  a  committea,  Jointi; 
with  sQch  committee  as  may  be  ^ipoioted  oa 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  pnrjwM  eipNss- 
ed  in  the  third  resolution. 

OrArred,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoiue  da 
acqnaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

A.  Message  was  received  from  the  PnoDiin 
OF  THB  UNrrsD  SrATKa,  which,  together  with 
the  letter  accompanying  the  same,  was  mi 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  ^ipoiated, 
and  is  as  follows : 


HUB  o^di  SmaU,  and 
Om'tmim  If  On  Bout  of  Rmm^dl'tn: 
The  letter  herewith  tranamitted,  wflt  inform  na 
that  it  has  plesMd  Divine  PnmdeDOe  to  nnrarc  fin 
thii  life  our  eiceUent  fellow-oitlien,  Giosok  Wiw- 
noTON,  by  ths  purity  of  bia  choraetn,  and  a  keg 
Mri«i  of  wtvIms  to  his  eonntrj,  rendered  iDuitrioei 
throngh  the  worid.  It  renuini  for  an  afictMnsh 
and  grateffal  people,  in  whose  hearts  he  bu  nnw 
die,  to  pay  snttable  honor  to  fais  memoiT. 

JOfflr^AKS. 
nnKC  States,  Dia.  IS,  1799. 

"  HoDwi  TmoT,  Dte.  IB,  I799L 
It  i«  witfa  ineipiewble  Krief  that  I  ban  tt 
to  yoa  tlio  death  of  iSia  great  ind  picd 


tnotoiy  sore  throa^  wfaich  prooeeded  ttaa  e  aii,  1/ 
whidh  he  mode  but  little  eaiD[daint  m  Fridsr-  Oo 
Saturday  momliw,  about  thrae  o'clock,  he  iiaa* 
ilL  DootcsCnik  attended  Umb  (he  iiicnibg,>Dil 
Doctor  Uek,  of  Alszsodria,  and  Doctor  fttw^d 
Port  Tobaoco,  were  soon  after  called  ia.  Emy 
itiooa  was  oSbnd,  b«t  witbsot  Oa  it- 


ided  1 


■Ired  eBbct.    His  h 

whole  tenor  of  his  lifo;  not  a  a 

pUbt,  esc^ed  him  in  eslnme  &t(e>»    With  p» 

feet  lerignatian,  and  in  full  possesiiosi  oT  hii  !—•"• 

he  closed  his  well  spent  life. 

"  I  have  the  boDor  to  be,  £r,  yonr  most  absAat 


Mr.  MxBSHAix,  ttom  the  committee  f^'^ 
ed  to  wait  on  the  F^aaomst  or  teb  Ushd 
SrAncs,  to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be  ccn- 
venient  for  him  to  receive  this  Hoose  ie  eon- 
dolenoe  of  the  national  calamity,  rqxvted  thit 
the  committee  bad,  according  to  ord^,  P^^^ 
ed  that  service,  and  that  the  PsMn>«ST  rignitod 
to  them  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  re- 
ceive this  Koose  at  one  o'clock  this  aftanoon 
at  his  own  honse, 

A  meeeage  from  the  Senate  infonntd  the 
Honse  that  the  Senate  ban  agreed  to  the  t«e 
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anpa*  (0  Hi*  iitmory  ^  WaMmgbm. 


lodoD  pused  by  the  House  of  Representntjvea 
for  tlie  appointment  of  a  Joint  committee  of 
lotL  Hooses  to  report  meMnrae  anitable  to  the 
occiuoD,  and  eipreaaive  of  (lie  profomid  Borrow 
vith  vhich  OongKM  b  penetrated  on  the  low 
(jt  citizen,  first  in  war,  first  in  pence,  and  first 
in  the  bearla  of  his  oonntrjinen ;  and  hare  ap- 
pointed Ur.  Dattod,  Ur,  BiNOauf,  Ur.  Dex- 
ne,  Mr.  Qxs!ts,  Mr.  Lausasob,  and  Mr.  Tbaot, 
immmittee  on  tbeir  part. 

The  SpBAssB,  attended  hj  the  Honse,  then 
vittidrav  to  the  bonse  of  the  Fbesident  of 
TBI  DsmtD  Btatss,  when  Mr.  Sfkaxxx  ad- 
dretMd  the  ¥sxsn>ssT  as  follows : 

Sn:  Tiie  Honie  of  Bum»«iitaBYB«,  penetrated 
■ilfa  a  tame  ot  tb«  iirspanbla  Iom  mitaliwd  bj  the 
ntim  fn  the  deatli  of  that  gnat  aad  good  mm,  th* 
ilhttioiii  and  bakjfad  WaaHmanw,  wait  on  TOD,  ^, 
l»  tifnm  diair  oondolrBiioa  oo  tUi  melanoholj  and 

To  wtdch  the  FsmnKin  replied  as  fbllowa : 
cH  D/*lAe  Boitte  of  B^rttaUaliBti : 


And  bt  it  fkrOer  maloti,  That  it  be  noomnMnd- 
ed  to  the  pei^  of  tba  United  Stetet  to  wear  otiqia 
on  the  left  um,  aa  moniniiig  for  thirty  days. 

Aid  bt  kfltrOia-  raiititd.  That  iia  Pnddant  oT 
the  United  Statei  be  ivqnerted  te  dinot  a  oopy  cf 
then  resoIntioBi  to  be  traimnitted  to  tin.  Waimao- 
TON,  aaniring  liar  of  ths  profonnd  reipect  Congrcas 
mil  ever  bear  to  Iier  person  and  character;  of  Uieir 


people  thron^iont   ths 
enda^  oontalnad  In  the 


coaatrr  erer  pndooed.     I  tyupatbiie  with  7011, 
vith  ON  natioii,  and  with  good  nxu  through  Che 
werid,  in  this  iirqiaTable  Iom  nutaiued  by  ni  bUL 
JOHN  ADAMS. 
CmxD  Scaraa,  Bte.  19,  1T99. 

IfosDAT,  December  38. 
Tboiub  T.  Datis,  from  Kentnokj;  Bobkbt 
TiLUANB,  from  North  Carolina;  and  Johm 
Daxma,  from  Maryland;  appeared,  produced 
their  o^dentiala,  were  qnalifled,  and  took  their 
saats  in  the  Honse, 

Be^eU  to  tie  Jfonory  0/  Gmtral  WaAington. 
Vt.  Mabbhai.t,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pconted  to  report  what  testimonj'  of  reepeot 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  memory  ot  the  man.  first 
m  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of 
Iris  DomittTmen,  made  a  report  in  part,  whiob 
be  deUTerad  in  at  the  table,  where  it  was  twice 
read,  and  nnanimoDilj  agreed  to,  in  the  words 
fbDowing,  to  wit ; 

SMMahed,  bg  Oe  Stmate  aaj  giww  jf  Btprtwtafi'wi 
tf  Um  DmiUd  Stata  of  Amtnca  m  Oatgrtu  autm- 
Uni,  That  a  marble  monument  be  erected  by  Che 
Umted  States,  in  the  capitol,  in  the  city  (^WsdiliiK- 
lon,  and  that  the  funOy  of  Oeneial  Wabhdiotom  be 
ermit  his  body  to  be  deposited  under 
IB  monument  be  so  deiigned  as  to  com- 
«  the  Rreat  arente  of  his  miiitaty  and  politi- 
cal Hfi». 


in  CcmgrMB  Hall  to  the  Qerman  !»■ 
thantn  Choidi,  iix  bmor  «f  Ihenramoiyof  Oenaral 
OaoteM  Vajbomikmi,  aa  ThanlBj,  ths  SSth  In- 
■tmt,  and  that  an  oration  be  pinarad  at  the  raqneat 
of  C^Dfftm,  to  be  ddlrered  Mara  b«th  Heusea  on 
■hat  d^,  and  that  the  Pntfdent  of  the  Saaate  and 
^leaker  of  the  Bouae  of  BepreaantetiTes  be  desired 
*o  reqoest  tma  of  the  members  of  Cix^reM  to  pre- 
Xian  a^  delinr  the  same. 


the  United  S 

United  Steles  the  i> 
third  laaolnUou. 

Ordered,  That  the  Olerk  of  this  House  do 
carry  the  said  resolationB  to  the  Senate,  aad 
deure  their  oononrrenee. 

PrevioQS  to  the  qaeation  beinR  pnt  npon  the 
first  resolntion,  Mr.  H.  L»»of^virginia,  roee, 
and  addressed  the  Chair  as  foUows : 

Jfr.  Speaker;  In  exeonting  the  task  aadgned 
to  the  ootumittee^  it  will  be  oheerred  mQ(£  rft* 
mains  to  be  done ;  »o  &r  as  they  have  gone, 
and  aa  &r  as  tiiey  m^  go,  one  hope  is  dierisli- 
ed,  that  whatever  is  done,  will  be  iinanimona.y 
adopted. 

iWwillbenioetpleadng  toonr  oonstitnentiL 
and  most  boaoreble  to  the  character  we  all 
r.    Ont  of  a  wish  to  execute  in  the  beat 

ler  the  direction  of  the  House,  a  differenoe 

of  opinion  will  natarallj  prev^  This  diflbi* 
enoe  of  opinion,  however  commendable,  npon 
Bsoertslnlng  the  mode  of  public  motimin^ 
ought  to  be  suppressed  when  we  come  to  act ; 
for  unaniffli^  tiien  is,  aa  I  before  steted,  most 
to  be  wished  fbr,  whether  the  feelings  of  onr 
oonstitn^ta,  or  onr  intentjons,  on  the  celebrity 
which  all  desire  to  g^re  to  the  high  oooadon, 
gOTem. 

A  message  was  reo^Ted  from  the  Senate,  an- 
notmolng  their  oonourrenoe  in  the  report  01  the 
Joint  committee  made  this  d^ ;  and  then  the 
House  a^onmed  till  to-morrow  monuog. 

TmaDAT,  December  S4. 
£ttp«et  to  tAe  Mmncrf  </  G«iteral  WoMkiitffton. 

The  Snaxxs  informed  the  Eotise  that,  con- 
formably to  the  leaolatlon  of  Gonxress,  the 
Preddent  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  ta  the 
Honw  of  Repreeentetivea  had  reqnested  Major 
General  Eiinnr  Ijdl  one  of  the  BepreaentatiTen 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  prepare  and  de- 
liver a  ftmer^  oration  before  both  Houses,  on 
Thursday,  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  in  honor  of 
the  memory  of  Qkoboi  WAAmsoToir,  late  Gene- 
ral of  the  Armies  of  the  United  Stetee;  and 
that  Ur.  Lxx  had  been  pleased  to  accept  of  the 
appcdntment. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  a^onmed. 

TEtmsDAT,  Deoember  90, 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  reseda* 

,  tion  of  Oongrcea  fbr  the  fnoeral  prooenBon  In 
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honor  of  the  memor;  of  Geobob  "Wumsmos, 
late  General  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States, 
the  HoQse  proceeded  to  the  German  Lutheran 
Chnrch,  where  they  attended  the  fnneral  ora- 
tion, prepared  and  delivered  on  the  occasion  hy 
Mqjor  General  Lee,  one  of  the  members  of  thU 
Hooae  for  the  State  of  Viipnia. 

The  House,  having  returned,  adjourned  ontil 
to-morrow  mtmkiiig. 

Fbimt,  December  ST. 

JoEK  FowLBR,  from  Kentndcj,  appeared,  pro- 
dnoed  bia  credeDtials,  was  qoaMed,  and  took 
bia  seat  tn  the  Hooae. 
Sapeet  to  the  Memcry  of  Oeneral  WeahingUm. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
Hooae  do  come  to  the  following  reaolotion,  to 
wit: 

"  The  Home  of  BepfcnntatiTea  ol  th*  United 
SUlai,  hisU^  gratified  with  tb«  waimeT  la  vUch 
Hr.  Lee  Gm  peHbimed  the  niriM  BMiKnad  to  him 
tinder  the  lesoIatlaD  denring  tha  Frcndent  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  itf  the  Hooae  of  BepreMiilatiTai 


the  pnu  thoM  wntimenti  of  respect  for  the  charac- 
ter, of  gratitude  for  the  Mrvlcei,  and  of  grief  fbr  tlia 
death  ^  that  iUtutiioE*  penmnge,  which,  bit  by  all, 
bare  on  thii  melancholy  oocaiion  heen  >o  well  ex- 


by  him  to  both  Hoiuei  of  Congreu  on  Thursday,  the 
twen^-^Eth  Inttant ;  aod  reqoeM  that  he  wDl  per- 
mit a  copy  fliemof  to  be  taken  for  publication ; " 

The  qaestion  won  taken  that  the  Honae  do 
agree  to  the  same,  and  onanimoagly  resolved  in 
the  afflrmstiTe. 

Ifomi^T,  December  80. 
Street  to  tka  Momory  nf  Omtral  WaiMnffton. 

The  .Spxaxer  informed  t^e  Hotue  that,  in 
pnraoanoe  of  the  reeolntlon  of  Friday  last  he 
had  addressed  to  Ibjor  Osnsral  Eekby  Lkk, 
one  of  the  memben  tor  the  State  of  Virginia, 
the  fbUowing  letter : 

"  FnLiuwLraiA,  Dte.  3T,  1799. 

"  Dsas  Si>  I  The  euoloeed  reeolntioni,  which 
pnanimonily  paiwd  the  Home  of  Repreaentatirei 
thii  day,  will  make  known  to  yon  how  highly  they 
have  been  gntified  with  the  manner  hi  whicb  you 
have  perfemed  the  aervlce  auigned  to  yon.  in  pie- 
{■Bring  and  delivering  a  ftmenl  oration  on  tha  death 
of  QoaeiBl  WatKoiaTOH.  That  onr  coontitoeate  may 
participate  In  the  gratification  va  havs  received, 
Froil]  yonr  having  ao  veil  expivsaed  thoee  eeotiineate 
of  reject  fbr  the  character,  of  gratitude  for  the 
lervieai,  aod  oT  grief  Tor  the  death  of  that  illuatriona 
penonage,  I  flatter  mynlf  you  will  not  heritale  to 
comply  wilh  the  request  of  me  Hooae,  by  fttmiihing 
■  copy  of  ymtr  onCian,  to  be  taken  foi  pabUcattoo. 

"  Allow  nu^  while  peiformlug  thij  plearing  talk 
of  offldal  duty  in  oommunicatiDg  an  act  of  the  Rep- 
'  '*    «  of  the  paople,  w  juit  to  yon  and   >0 


honorable  to  tbemnlve*,  to  cnibnKe  the  opponmiii) 
to  declare  that  I  am,  personally,  with  great  estena 
and  sincere  regard,  dear  ^,  yow  filend  and  ebedint 

■<  THEODORE  SEDGWIIX. 
"  Tha  Hob.  M^.  Gal  Le*.' 

To  which  Mr.  Lee  had  replied  >a  &Uowi ; 

"  FRUtEUH  CocsT,  Dec.  26,  1799. 

"De&b  Sis;  I  owe  to  the  goodnen  of  tin  Hou* 
of  Representatives  the  honor  whidi  their  resolntiua 
ooofer  on  my  humble  eflivta  to  execute  their  wiih. 

"  I  can  never  disobey  tbeir  will,  and  thertiin  will 
famish  a  oopy  of  the  oiatioo  delivered  on  dw  lets 
a£9icting  occadon,  mndi  aa  I  had  fialtarad  mjidf 
wi^  a  £flbreirt  dispiMitioa  of  it. 

"  Sincerelr  reoipcocating  the  personal  oonaden- 
ttona  with  nJch  yoa  lioDor  me,  I  an,  voy  reqitct- 
fully,  ilr,  your  friend  aod  obe^ent  sovrnt, 

"HENRY  LEE. 
"  Tha  Sfeueb  iff  Ac  Awse  qfS^t.' 

Mr.  Mabbeali,  from  the  Joint  cranmittee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  what  measures 
ODght  to  be  adopted  in  honor  of  the  memory  of 
General  Wabhuioton,  made  another  report  in 

Sirt,  which  was  nnaninioQalf  agreed  to  by  tba 
onae,  in  the  worda  following,  to  wit; 

Retolved,  bg  (is  8maU  tmd  H<mtt  of  Repraamim 
UfAt  U'Bttd  StaUM  m  Oayrw  atMnrOlei,  Thuil 
be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  United  Sntei 
to  assemble  on  the  twcai^-secoad  day  of  Feliniur 
next,  in  each  nnmbera  and  manner  ai  may  be  (vo- 
venien^  pnblicly  to  testify  their  grief  tor  tlie  dudi 
of  General  Geobob  WAaBnoTOH,  by  suitable  ral> 
giea,  orationi,  and  diaoounei,  or  by  pahlic  prajBS. 

And  be  it  furlitr  roofawf.  That  the  Prettdnl  (f 
the  United  States  be  requeated  to  reeommend  tks 
same,  by  a  proclamation  for  that  pucpoaa. 

Ordered,  That  the  Qerk  of  tbia  Hooae  io 
carry  the  aud  reeolntions  to  the  Beoatc^  ami 
dedre  thdr  ooncurrence. 

TmrasDAT,  Janoarj  3, 1800. 

RiooASD  DoBsa  Spaiqbt,  from  Neath  Caro- 
lina, ^ipeared,  prodnoed  hia  credeotiali,  *'>* 
qnalifled,  and  took  his  seat. 

PetUbM  ^  Fru  Slaeit. 

Mr.  Walk  presented  a  petition  of  Ahsika 
Jones  and  others,  free  men  of  color,  at  Ibe  atj 
and  oonnt7  of  Philadelphia,  praying  to  a  n-     | 
viaion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea  relati** 
to  the  Blsve  trade ;  of  the  act  relatiTe  to  ftifh     I 
lives  from  justice ;  and  for  the  adoption  <<  sno"     i 
mossnres  aa  ahaJl  in  due  course  emandpale  tlio     | 
whole  of  their  brethrtn  from  their  prtsenl 
sitoation ;  which  he  moved  to  have  referred  to 
the  committee  app<rint«d  to  imprire  whether 
any  and  what  altaratioiu  ought  to  be  ""^'^ 
tha  existing  law  prohibitiag  the  slave  inde 
from  tha  United  SUtes  to  anj  fonipt  l^aw  <* 
country. 

The  petitionera,  after  mentioning  ih«r»M» 
of  the  bonnties  of  Provldonoe  in  tbefr  tttovm, 
and  the  happinen  they  fiilt  onder  iwh  a  fMH 
of  Goverament,  repreaent  that  thej  («mot  bet 
be  impreewd  with  the  hwdahipa  oader  which 
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SDmben  of  their  color  labored,  who  Qiej  con- 
Hired  eqnal  objects  of  repreaeatAtion  and  at- 
tealioQ  with  themBelfes  or  otbers  nnder  the 
ftinadtatioD.  That  the  Bolemo  compact,  the 
eoDBtitation,  was  Tiolat«d  by  the  trade  of  kid- 
napping carried  on  hj  the  people  of  some  of 
the  SoBtheni  States  on  the  ahorea  of  Maryland 
mi  Delaware,  bj  which  nnmbera  were  harried 
ioto  holes  and  cellars,  torn  &om  their  families 
tad  tno^rted  tp  Geor^a,  and  there  inhnmaolj 
eipOMd  to  Bale,  which  was  degradiDg  to  the 
dignified  natnre  of  man.  That  bj  these  and 
other  measiires  injnrioua  to  the  homan  species, 
there  were  700,000  blacks  now  in  slaver;  in  these 
Stales.  Thej  stated  their  application  to  Oon- 
greu  to  be,  not  for  the  immediate  emancipv 
tioDof  the  whole,  knowiiig  that  their  degraded 
■tsie  sad  want  of  education  would  render  that 
messnre  impro^,  but  they  ask  an  amelioration 
of  their  bard  sitnation.  Thej  praved  that  the 
Kt  called  tha  fugitive  bill,  whiui  waa  very 
Mvere  on  that  race  of  ^e<^a,  might  be  con- 
^dered ;  also  that  the  African  alare  trade  might 
be  pot  a  stop  to. 

iii.  yf^LS  moved  its  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prohibit  carrying  on  the 
Bltre  trade  to  any  foreign  place  or  conntry. 

Vr.  RnxLEDQi  thooght  any  reference  at  all 
rerj  improper ;  he  hoped  it  woidd  be  lud  on 
•the  table,  and  witb  a  view  never  to  be  called 
up  hereafter.  PetitioDS  of  this  sort  had  re- 
peatedly oome  before  the  Honae,  only  with  the 
diffnence  of  transfer  of  handa.  When  the 
Cmgrese  sot  at  New  York,  they  spent  mnch 
time  and  attention  on  the  sntijec^  bnt  no  sooner 
lisd  it  been  decided  tluit  nothing  could  be  done, 
thsa  the  same  scenes  were  acted  over  again  by 
repeatedly  petitioning.  Those  geaOemen  who 
Deed  to  oome  forward,  to  be  sare,  had  not 
WDwedly  come  forward  ag^o,  but  hod  now  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  black  gentlenun.  They 
uotr  tell  the  House  these  peo|ue  are  in  slavery 
—I  thank  God  they  are!  if  tiiey  were  not, 
dreadfbl  would  be  the  consequences.  Tliey  say 
they  are  not  represented.  To  be  sore  a  great 
ODnber  of  them  are  not  Farther,  they  say 
they  are  sent  to  the  Sonthem  Statce.  Who  can 
ptvent  that  t  Persons  poaseeung  slaves  have 
a  ri^t  to  send  them  there  if  they  choose.  They 
tdl  jOQ  that  they  are  bronriit  from  Africa. 
This  matter  is  in  a  trun  tn  be  prevented,  the 
Eotgect  being  now  in  the  hands  of  a  oommittee. 
Already  had  too  much  of  this  new-fangled 
French  philosophy  of  liberty  and  equality  fonnd 
its  nay  and  was  too, apparent  among  these 
fftnileirwa  in  tbe  Sonthem  States,  by  which 
nothing  would  do  bnt  their  liberty.  This  ap- 
peared to  be  the  intention  of  the  petition,  bnt 
ne  sapposed  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States 
had  fdt  OB  mncb  in  baving  them  among  them 
It  those  of  the  Sontbern  &atee  in  losing  them, 
and  therefore  be  believed  gentlemen  &om  those 
fazU  wonid  vole  with  them.  However,  he  con- 
sidered this  subject  very  improper  and  nnoon- 
(titotional  to  discnss,  and,  from  the  ill  effects  it 
~  nc^  ^lonJd  as^  no  mwe. 
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[>M  filocb.  [H.  OF  B. 

Ur,  Walit  thonght  the  gentleman  mistaken 
OS  to  the  natnre  of  the  petition  ;  it  related  bat 
two  grievances ;  one  was  the  operation  of  the 
ftigilive  act,  by  which  free  men  were  carried 
and  sold  into  slavery,  and  the  other  was  the 
slave  trade.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into 
general  principles,  because  he  conceived  it  as 
improper  as  any  gentleman,  bnt  be  could  see  no 
good  reason  why  the  petition  might  not  be 
committed ;  every  petition '  presented  to  the 
Hcase  ought  to  receive  that  attention,  and  a 
rtyection  of  the  present  without  examination 
oonld  have  no  good  effect. 

Ifr.  BmuK  was  mnoh  surprised  at  the  oppod- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarohna  to 
tha  reference.  To  be  sare  a  great  part  of  what 
these  neople  asked,  as  &t  as  he  was  aoqnunted 
with  it,  iras  out  of  their  power  to  grant,  bnt 
there  was  much  of  the  petition  which  waa 
within  the  power  of  the  House.  So  far  as  they 
had  power,  he  considered  it  the  duty  of  the 
Honse  to  att«id  and  grant  relief.  He  coold 
wish  to  drop  some  ideas  on  the  dtnation  of 
those  people,  bnt  felt  a  contrary  impnlse  frov, 
motives  of  prudence.  However,  be  mnst  con- 
Nder  them  es  a  part  of  the  human  ^ecies, 
equally  capable  of  suffering  and  eigoying  with 
ouiers,  and  equally  ol^ects  of  attention,  and 
therefore  they  bad  a  claim  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  0ns  hoped  the  petition  wonld  not  be 
committed ;  be  had  never  seen  a  petition  pre- 
sented nnder  a  more  dangerous  and  unpleasant 
aspect.  It  appeared  to  be  snbscrit^ed  by  a  num- 
ber of  individuals  who  were  incapable  of  writ- 
ing their  names,  or  of  reading  the  petition,  and, 
afortiofi,  of  digesting  the  principles  of  it.  It 
therefore  was  a  petition  of  certain  men  made 
out  by  other  men,  who  ought  to  have  come 
forward  themselves,  bnt  had  forborne.  To  en- 
courage a  measure  of  the  kind  would  have  an 
irritating  tendency,  and  must  be  mischievons  to 
America  ven*  soon.  It  wonld  teaoh  them  the 
art  of  assembling  together,  debating,  and  the 
like,  end  wonld  soon,  if  enconrsged,  extend  from 
one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other.  A  great 
part  of  the  petition  was  improper,  and  the  other 
part  .entirely  unnecessary.  No  particular  ob- 
ject or  evila  were  pointed  out  in  the  fugitive 
law,  but  the  truth  was,  they  wanted  a  repeal  of 
the  law,  Althongh,  he  thanked  God  he  bad  DO 
slaves,  nor  ever  wiidied  to  possess  any,  yet  he 
thought  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  meddled 
vrith  by  the  Qeneral  Government,  and  if  any 
grievances  existed,  they  were  properly  and  only 
objects  of  legation  in  the  several  Statca.  It 
was  the  duty,  and  he  thought  the  interest  of 
the  States,  while  they  were  kept  iu'  servitude^ 
to  ameUorate  their  ntnatiou  as  much  as  con- 
sisted with  security.  He  thought  those  who 
did  not  possess  tlist  species  of  property  bad 
better  leave  the  regulation  of  it  to  those  who 
were  cursed  with  it.  However,  it  was  Qi^jnst 
to  intermeddle  with  it  to  the  injury  of  the  poe- 

Ur.  H.  Lax  observed  that  gentlemen  were 
■uit  to  that  Honse  to  preserve  ttie  ri^ti  of  tlw 
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people  Bud  the  rights  of  property.  That  pro- 
pertj  which  the  people  of  the  Sontheni  States 
possess  conmBted  of  bIstm,  and  therefore  Con- 
gnm  had  no  aothoritj  but  to  protect  it,  and 
not  take  measoree  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  it. 
He  said  he  held  himself  not  second  to  any 
gentleman  in  a  genuine  attaohment  to  the  rights 
of  homanitT,  bnt  he  conld  not  believe  that  great 
ends  voald  be  Bnitwered  by  the  reference  of  the 
petition,  bnt  mnch  evil  might  accrne.  It  con- 
tained eeatiments  which  he  thought  it  wonld  be 
highlj  Improper  so  fnr  to  encourage.  One  ob- 
ject prajeo  for  in  this  petition  was  now  in  the 
nan^  ca  a  committee ;  let  that  committee  re- 
port respecting  the  Guinea  trade,  let  it  be  en- 
tirely obiitera^ ;  to  that  he  would  agree  with 
dl  bis  heart,  hut  he  hoped  the  House  would 
never  intermeddle  with  Uie  property  of  any  of 
the  dtizens.  Insteadof  voting  with  the  worthy 
member  who  wished  it  to  lie  on  the  table,  he 
wonld  have  it  returned  to  the  gentleman  who 
presented  it,  as  the  only  e&ctnal  means  of 
oheoking  an  ii^nrions  practice. 
■"  Ifr.RmuDOK,  in  addition  to  his  former  argu- 
ments observed,  that  so  improper  was  it  to 
omsider  this  saljject  that  some  of  the  States 
wonld  never  have  adopted  the  fbderal  form  of 
Government  if  it  had  not  been  seeitredto  them 
that  Congrew  wonld  never  legislate  on  the  snb- 
)ect  of  slaverr.  Inasmndh,  therefore,  as  it  might 
nmse  the  jealonsy  and  fears  of  those  States,  the 
least  attention  paid  to  it  might  do  mischief 

Hr.  ToATOHBS  Bud  that  gentiemen  Generally 
set  ont  wrong,  on  this  snbject,  and  leave  off 
aboDt  half  right ;  they  debated  till  they  were 
almost  tired,  and  then  the  petition  was  not  to 
be  ooramitted.  If  Oongress  hod  not  power  to 
l^islate  on  the  African  trade,  then  why  did 
tlwy  say  it  was  with  a  committee?  If  they 
had  power,  where  was  the  impropriety  of  re- 
ferring, at  least  that  part  which  coold  be  oon- 
ridered  I  Wonld  any  gentleman  say  that  it  was 
policy  not  to  legislate  abont  700,000  enemies  in 
the  very  body  of  the  United  States!  While 
they  were  slaves  they  were  enemies.  Be  de- 
clared a  greater  evii  than  the  very  principle 
ooidd  not  exist;  it  was  a  cancer  of  immense 
magaitnde,  that  wonld  some  time  des^oy  the 
body  politic,  except  a  proper  legislation  eOioold 
prevent  the  eviL  It  most  come  before  the 
HoQse  sooner  or  later.  Then  why  postpone  it  I 
It  was  tme  the  Eastern  States  were  now  snfiei^ 
ing  from  the  streams  which  issned  &om  this 
great  and  dangerons  fbnntaio,  hot  the  evil  onght 
to  be  stopped,  ere  it  become  too  strong. 

Hr.  Bbqws,  of  Bhode  Island,  sud  he  waa  In 
bopea  that  every  member  belonging  to  the 
Korthern  States  wonld  have  seen  by  this  time 
the  impropriety  of  enoooragin^  slaves  to  come 
from  the  Southern  States  to  reside  as  vagabonds 
and  thieves  among  them,  and  have  been  tired 
of  the  bad  policy.  No  subject  sarely  was  so 
likely  to  cause  a  division  of  the  Stat«s  as  that 
respecting  slaves.  He  did  not  hold  a  slave  i 
the  worid,  he  sdd,  bnt  he  was  as  much  for  snp- 
portiDg  the  rights  and  pnperty  of  those  who 
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did,  as  though  be  was  a  slave  oimer.  He  am- 
ddered  this  as  mnch  personal  propertT  as  s  tarn 
or  a  ship,  which  was  inoonteetably  h.  He 
went  into  a  view  of  the  federal  compact,  to 
argue  the  impropriety  of  l^islating  on  ibe  nt> 
Ject.  This  petition,  he  sud,  did  not  tome  !nm 
the  blacks,  bnt  from  a  combination  of  people 
who  had  troubled  Congress  for  many  yean  past, 
and  he  feared  never  would  cease.  He  did  ddI 
fear  the  power  of  the  700,000  cneniet  that  lit 
gentleman  had  pointed  ont,  since  tiiere  were 
Ave  millions  to  withstand  them :  they  could  at 
any  time  snbdne  them.  He  begged  that  tlx 
gentleman,  who  put  the  petition  on  the  table, 
might  be  desired  to  take  it  back  again.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  the  commitment  supported  br 
two  sQch  worthy  members  of  the  Honaa,  botb 
good  Federalist*.    [A  laugh,] 

Mr.  Walu  contended,  that  at  least  the  Home 
had  the  power  of  legislating  on  the  state  or  free 
blacks  as  well  as  other  people,  and  on  the  dare 
trade,  mnch  of  which  was  still  carrying  on  from 
Bhode  Island,  Boston  and  Pennsylvania  This 
onght  to  be  looked  into.  He  demed  tbal  any 
idea  had  ever  entered  his  mind  on  preaentii^ 
the  petition  either  to  debate  on  the  (al3eet,t( 
to  win  an  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  Gentle 
men  irom  the  Sonthem  States  appeared  to  la- 
ment there  were  so  many  among  them,  but 
their  condnct  was  very  contrary  to  their  deda- 

Ur.  TTiT.T.  thought  if  any  evil  eiiated  under 
any  law  now  in  force,  a  committee  onght  to  ha 
appointed,  to  examine  into  and  correct  it :  bat 
be  hoped  the  •etition  would  not  be  committed. 
It  was  to  1m  lamented  that  this  kind  of  prof- 
erty  did  exist ;  but  it  ^d  exist,  and  wai  lanc- 
tioned  by  the  constitution.  That  being  tli« 
case,  the  House  onght  to  set  their  fkcca  againK 
any  innovations  on  it,  either  diraetiy  or  in* 


Mr,  Dwmm  roee,  he  Kid,  prindpaHr  bac 

I  conceived  the  petititm  implicated  umJd 

of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  DeUware,  re- 


n»eoting  the  abominable  praotioe  of  kidnapping. 
El  Justice  to  the  State  he  repreMuted,  be  m<M 
say  that  none  of  this  evil  was  attributable  to 
that  State,  because  they  had  enacted  extrcnMJ 
penal  laws  to  itnp  it.  He  wished  the  petitiiHi 
to  lie  on  the  Ubie,  becaose  the  ol]}ects  of  it  ap- 
peared to  be  eitremely  mnltifariona,  and  bebe- 
lieved  but  few  members  knew  ila  «»tent^  tm 
the  different  opinions  they  had  advanced.  B« 
wished  them  to  have  an  opportnni^  of  e»o- 
ining  it. 

'  ib.  RaxDOLi^  hoped  that  the  oondiKt  of  tM 
House  wonld  be  so  decided  as  to  deter thep* 
titioners,  or  any  persons  acting  for  them,  fr* 
ever  presenting  one  of  a  similar  natore  ba«» 
ter.  The  effects  must  be  extremdy  injmcwa 
He  did  wish  tliat  the  oondnct  of  the  H«w 
would  have  been  so  indignant  as  to  have  pa*- 
ed  it  over  without  discoseion.  He  ahonld  »< 
therefbre,  say  any  thing  that  woold  toid  to«h 
courage  that  disoasdon.  The  omstitatiwi  had 
put  it  out  of  the  poww  of  the  Hovi  to  do  an; 
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thing  in  it,  and  therefore  be  hoped  the 

tar  «  referenoe  would  be  lost  b;  a  decided  ma- 

"Y,  tni  this  be  the  last  time  the  bnsiiieM    ' 
w  wonld  be  entered  npon,  aod  the  i 
t  and  feelings  ot  the  SoQthern  State*  be 
pot  in  jeopard]',  bj  similar  applioationfl. 

Hr.  CnsuTn  i^d  the  gentUmHn  was  miata- 
ken,  if  he  thought  it  wonld  be  the  last  time, 
tor  a  certrin  «ociotj  had  thonght  it  their  dnty 
to  preMDt  petitions  of  this  nature  to  Oongresa 
twrj  year  rince  he  was  acqnalnted  with  it ; 
bat  he  hoped  ihia,  which  came  from  that  sonree, 
bat  tbrongh  other  banda,  wonld  have  the  t&te 
of  all  the  rest,  and  go  under  the  table  Instead 
of  npon  it.  As  to  £e  fbgitive  law,  he  wonld 
iriih  it  to  be  taken  up,  and  if  no  other  mem- 
ber raoved  it,  he  shomd;  bnt  not  for  the  pnr- 
po«e  of  repeal  or  weakening,  bat  to  make  it 
stronger.  There  waa  now  a  fine  \eM  npon  any 
pergon  who  abonld  harbor  a  black,  Imowing 
aim  or  her  to  be  a  slave ;  he  wished  the  provl- 
■ioii  should  be  tiiat  the  persona  harboring  sboold 
know  that  he  or  she  was  not  a  skve.  He  men- 
tioned the  great  desire  of  his  State  to  prevent 
Hdnapjnng,  for  which  their  laws  were  very 

Mr.  Habpto  had  hoped  that  the  Honse  so 
weQ  nnderstood  this  sntiject^  as  to  the  people 
who  instigated  the  petitioners  to  oome  fbrward, 
who  well  knew  that  nothing  coald  be  done  by 
Congress,  aa  to  decide  on  it  instantly.  ThU 
wsa  the  act  of  a  religions  body  of  people  whose 
bnaticiam  laads  them  to  think  it  a  boacden 
duty  to  oome  to  the  Home  every  year,  thoagh 
they  DOW  oome  in  a  difibrent  name.  By  this 
muanre  they  had  discharged  their  dnlj ;  all 
that  now  remained  was  for  the  Eonse  to  dis- 
oharge  tbrira.  He  hoped,  from  the  present 
time,  they  shetdd  merelv  let  the  petition  be 
read  and  paae  it  over  in  silence — for  he  ex- 
pected that  society  wonld  continue  presenting 
petitions.  The  obvions  tendency  of  agitating 
this  qQwtioD  wonld  only  be  to  create  discon- 
tent in  a  olaflB  of  people  whom  it  was  ont  of  the 
power  of  the  Lestslatore  to  change  the  situa- 
tion o£  He  caUed  npon  gentlemen  to  say 
whether  a  temper  of  revolt  was  not  more  per- 
ceptible in  that  quarter  I  It  was;  and  what 
was  the  canae  of  it  bnt  that  they  were  not  let 
alone  by  those  people ;  bnt  if  others  wonld  dis- 
torb  them,  he  hoped  at  least  that  House  wonld 
CMWtodoit. 

Hr.  Dava.  Mid  if  the  petition  before  the 
Hcnse  oontaJned  nothing  bnt  a  fbrogo  of  the 
French  metaphysios  of  liberty  and  equality,  he 
■honld  think  that  it  was  likely  to  produce  some 
of  the  dreftdfU  soenes  of  St  Domingo,  Or  if 
he  believed  it  was  only  the  effects  of  a  religiona 
tanaticism  In  a  set  of  men  who  thonght  they 
were  doin^  their  datr,  though  he  thonght  the 
mbject  qnite  out  of  tlie  power  of  Oongrens,  he 
might  be  disposed  to  think  it  quite  wrong. 
Bnt  when  he  perceived  a  petition,  addressed  in 
langnage  wblca  was  very  deoent,  and  which  ex- 
pre«£y  dedared  that  the  petitioners  did  not 
iHsh  tbe  HoQie  to  do  what ' —  ' <--—■ 
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with  tbe  constitaMoo,  bnt  only  asked  an  ame- 
lioration of  the  severities  under  which  people 
of  their  color  labored,  he  thonght  it  onght  to 
be  received  and  committed.  He  did  not  think 
the  gentleman  who  presented  ft  oaght  to  with- 
draw it,  nor  was  he  the  least  onlpable,  bnt  eze- 
onted  a  daty  he  conceived  him  bonnd  to. 

Mr.  Jons  scdd  the  petition  threw  so  mnoh 
aspersion  npon  the  State  he  represented  (Geor- 
gia) that  he  must  think  it  hia  dnty  to  rise, 
nliy  was  that  State  to  be  selected  ont  from  all 
others)  However,  he  shoold  follow  the  peti- 
tion in  its  parts,  In  order  to  show  that  the  pe- 
titioners actually  had  asked  what  it  waa  not  in 
the  power  of  the  House  to  legislate  upon — 
emancipation.  It  was  said  to  merely  affect  the 
slave  trade. 

First,  Qie  petitioners  contemplated  that  thoae 
people  (the  slaves)  onght  to  be  represented, 
"with  Ki  and  the  rest  cf  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States."  Then  they  speak  of  the  Fed- 
eral compact,  in  which  they  consider  those  peo- 
ple as  interested  in  common  with  others^nder 
these  words :  "  we,  the  people  of  the  Umted 
States  of  America,"  tea.  I  wonld  ask  genUe- 
men  whether,  with  all  their  philanthropy,  they 
would  wish  to  see  those  people  sitting  by  theu* 
aides  deliberating  in  the  conncils  of  the  nation  t 
Hepresnmed  not.  They  go  on  farther  and  say, 
"  We  do  not  ask  for  the  immediate  emandpa- 
tion  of  all,  but  we  ask  you  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  oppreased  to  go  free,  that  every  yoke 
might  be  broken,  thus  keeping  up  the  princi- 
ple to  do  unto  others  as  yon  would  they  should 
do  unto  you."  Tbe  words  need  only  be  read  to 
convince  every  man  what  is  the  tendency  ot 
their  request.  The  gentleman  brther  says  that 
700,000  men  are  in  bondage.  I  ask  him  how  he 
would  remedy  this  evil  as  he  calls  it?  bnt  I  do 
not  think  it  is  any  evil ;  would  he  have  these 
people  turned  ont  tn  the  United  States  to  rav- 
age, murder,  and  commit  every  species  of  orimet 
I  believe  it  might  have  been  happy  for  the 
tTnited  States  if  these  people  had  never  been  in- 
trodnoed  amongst  na,  but  I  do  believe  that 
they  have  been  immensely  benefited  by  com- 
ing amongst  ns.  It  was  the  British  Govern- 
ment that  transmitted  them  down  to  us  when 
in  a  colonized  state ;  bnt  being  here,  and  being 
the  property  of  individuals,  after  obt^ning  onr 
common  liberty,  and  forming  oar  Federal  com- 
pact, property  and  safety  were  guarantied  to 
every  in^vidnal  and  State  In  the  confedera- 
tion. How  then  can  this  House  meddle  witlt 
that  part  of  onr  property  I  The  General  Gov- 
ernment has  no  power  over  it.  With  respect 
to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  said  that  tnese 
people  were  crowded  into  cellars  and  transported 
to  Georgia,  Mr.  J.  informed  the  House  that  the 
importation  to  that  State  by  sea  had  been  pro- 
hibited;, none  had  come  thereby  aea  for  many 
years,  and  oflfenders  against  that  law  were  fined 
£100  sterling  for  each  individual  thns  intro- 
duced. He  hoped  tbe  petition  would  be  treated 
with  the  contempt  it  merited,  and  thrown  nn- 
der  the  table. 
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Ur.  Butledob  rose  to  move  that  the  question 
might  be  decided  bj  yeat  cud  aays.  It  was  a 
practice  he  generallj  was  against,  and  ecoKxij 
«Ter  moved,  bat  he  considered  wis  of  impor- 
tance sufficient  to  demand  it  It  was  a  qnestion 
is  which  tbe  intereata  of  a  great  number  of  peo- 

Sle  in  this  oonntrj  were  involved.  He  had  no 
onbl  it  would  be  loet  bj  a  verj  great  m^oritj, 
and  be  thought  It  wonid  have  a  good  effect  to 
be  recorded  by  how  vast  a  m^joritf  it  would  be 
lost.  He  thoDght  it  would  be  some  consolation 
to  his  constitnents,  when  he  returned  home,  to 
aay  how  few  of  tbe  House  of  Repreaentatives 
were  the  supporters  of  tliLs  dangerous  petition. 

Mr.  Walh  said  if  he  had  known  that  this  pe- 
titioa  wonld  have  ouised  so  much  alarm,  he  cer- 
tainly should  have  desired  the  petitioners  not 
to  present  it;  but  if  they  had  etdll  thought  it 
necessary  and  been  desirous  of  it,  he  shonld,  as 
he  then  tfaonght  it  within  the  power  of  legisla- 
tion, and  still  thought  ao,  have  presented  it. 
He  thought  it  his  duty,  whenever  an;  individ- 
ual conceived  himself  injured  by  ■  law,  to  re- 
ceive bis  petition,  and  he  thought  himself  in  no 
wise  implicated  in  the  manner,  form,  or  subject 
of  the  petition,  or  answerable  for  it  as  oontain- 
ing  Ida  opinions.  If  it  should  be  supposed  that 
the  aasertioiis  in  the  petition  were  nnfonnded, 
or  bore  too  hard  on  a  certain  State,  the  only 
way  to  ascertain  that  foot  was  by  referring  to  a 
committee,  that  the  necessary  inquiries  misht 
be  reported.  He  again  declared  his  disapproba- 
tion at  this  subject  undergoing  any  discussion, 
nor  wonld  it  have  taken  place  had  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Oarohna  commenced  it. 

Mr.  Platt  conceived  that  every  thing  wJuch 
was  brought  before  that  Eonse  ought  to  be 
committed,  unless  there  was  manifest  indeccnoy 
in  tbe  lansuage,  or  it  should  appear  that  the  re- 
lief prayed  for  could  not  be  granted  consistently 
wicli  the  power  of  tbe  Honse.  In  his  opinion, 
excei>t  one  of  these  two  canaea  prevented,  it  un- 
qnestionably  onght  to  be  thus  disposed  of.  As 
for  indecency  of  expression,  he  could  perceive 
none,  either  in  the  petition,  or  in  the  argnmenta 
of  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  its  reference. 
A  third  reason  Indeed  might  be  mentioned, 
which  was,  that  the  persons  whose  names  were 
signed  did  not  give  consent  to  the  petition  and 
therefore  it  was  not  their  act.  Neimer  of  these 
reasons  was  proved  to  have  existed. 

Although,  agreeably  to  the  constitution.  Con- 
gress could  not  make  any  laws  to  prevent  the 
emigration  or  importation  of  any  persons  whom 
the  several  Btates  should,  at  the  adoption  there- 
of think  proper  to  admil^  yet  Oungress  could, 
and  bad  maae  laws  relative  to  ftigitives  from 
fustice  und  previous  to  the  year  1800.  It  was 
this  law  they  prayed  the  amelioration  o^  and 
that  the  power  of  persons  over  their  slavu 
might  be  limited,  and  that  the  law  might  be  so 
amended  as  to  prevent  its  violation.  It  was  for 
that,  and  not  for  the  general  abolition  of  sla- 
very they  prayed,  and  aurely  they  onght  to  be 
heard ;  their  prayer  on^t  to  be  oommitted  for 
Uiatporpose. 
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He  disclEumed  the  least  desire,  but  on  abhor- 
rence, of  any  prmciple  that  would  rob  persona 
of  their  property,  but  at  tbe  same  time  be  woa 
not  such  a  dupe  to  leorda  as  to  be  of  the  opinim 
held  upbyagenlleman,  that  because  the  French 
had  osed  the  words  "reason"  and  "pbiloeo- 
nhy "  be  should  ^scard  them,  and  with  them 
hnmanity. 

Mr.  Thatoeeb  thought  that  to  make  ose  of 
the  incapacity  of  these  people  to  read  or  write, 
as  an  argument  against  committing  their  peti< 
tion,  must  arise  out  of  prejudice  in  his  coUcagiie 
against  the  general  o^ect,  or  be  surely  never 
would  have  resorted  to  such  pitifnl,  and  be 
might  say,  mean,  virulent  remarks.  [Mr.  T. 
was  here  otUed  to  order.]  Thia  ~vas  certainly  a 
"new-fangled  doctrine."  But  tie  reason  why 
they  conld  not  write  was  because  of  the  degraded 
state  of  their  minds  for  want  of  adocation ; 
many  of  them,  perh^M,  in  tiidr  yontb  were  In 
alavery. 

The  gentleman  &om  Georgia  had  objected  to 
tbe  reference  because  the  petition  oootained  a 
system  of  facts  which  ht  taid  was  not  tme  t 
He  (Mr.  T.)  believed  they  were  true,  and  thns 
tbe  dispute  was  in  issue.  How  waa  this  to  be 
ascertamed  but  by  inquiry  t  If  the  State  of 
Georgia  should  prove  tbemselres  innocent  of 
tliat  black  st^n,  it  wonld  be  to  their  honor. 
But  no,  said  the  gentlemen,  "  We  will  not  have 
it  examined  into,  because  it  will  make  ns  out  to 
be  aiblack  as  tbe  petitioners  themselreal  " 

Mr.  Edmond  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  oalled  for  the  yeaa 


for  the  reference,  and  as  that  opinion  would  b« 
attached  to  his  conduct,  bis  reasons  on^t  to 
accompany  his  vote.  He  should  be  oa  lajr  fimn 
wishing  to  affect  the  property  of  the  citizens  aa 
amr  gentleman,  mncn  less  ahonld  be  wish  U> 
afleet  the  constitution.  This  appeared  to  bin) 
to  be  a  very  respectful  pedticm ;  it  mattered  not 
whether  the  people  were  black  or  white ;  Uta 
petition  only  waa  to  be  regarded,  and  not  tb« 
color  of  the  persons,  who,  representing  their 
grievances,  asked  for  such  a  rehef  as  the  oonsd- 
tction  conld  afford  them.  Snrely  then,  enry 
measure  cu^t  to  be  adopted  to  alleviate  their 
sofTeringH.  Was  it  connstent  that  tiie  Home, 
instead  of  a  reasonable  and  patient  altentioD, 
should  oome  forward  and  treat  thia  oomplaint 
with  an  inattention  which  passion  only  conld 
dictate?  Was  contempt  the  way  to  recom- 
mend attachment  to  the  Govemment  1  This  ftr- 
ment  and  scorn  conld  not  be  neccMory,  but  be 
was  sure  it  waa  highly  improper  and  ineonsb- 
teiit. 

Mr.  Oalutdt  aald  that  in  bis  oiMnicn  there 
were  many  parts  of  the  petition  exoeptJooaUe, 
but  not  being  so  much  aoqnalntcd  with  it  oa 
might  be  neceasary  to  form  a  decinon,  he  ooaU 
not  say  whether  or  not  it  waa  in  the  power  of 
the  Boose  to  legislate  on  it,    Howanr,  wiBs 
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Uiis  mneh  ia  the  situation  vith  other  petitioDS, 
be  f«1t  disposed,  and  should  Tote  for  its  refer- 
tnce.  If  it  Bhonld  appear  improper  for  Con- 
gress to  le^iislata  on  it,  then  the  oomtnittee 
Koald  so  report.  He  said  he  was  not  satisfied 
ibtt  there  was  no  grieTauce  to  which  the  House 
amid  sppl;  a  remedy  ;  he  thought  there  was 
mob  t  part.  He  remembered  a  petition  Irora 
Delaware  once  on  one  of  the  complainta,  that  of 
I'idiuqipiDg  iree  negroes ;  therefore,  be  conceiv- 
ed it  was  tnith,  and  conld  be  do  iusnlt  to  the 
Btatee  of  Delaware  and  Morjknd  to  mention  it- 
Uso,  snrelj  an  efiectnal  remedj  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied. In  the  former  State  he  believed  tliej  had 
nude  the  pnnishment  death,  and  yet  the  evil 
vu  not  prevented,  if  the  comphunts  of  the  pe- 

Ht.  Waut  then  withdrew  his  former  motion, 
md  moved  '*  that  so  mnch  of  the  petition  as  re- 
lated to  the  slave  trade  carried  on  from  an; 


sa  re^)e<it«d  fngitivee  from  jostioe,  or  escaped 

torn  their  masters,  be  referred  to  the  com' 

mittee  appointed  on  the  13th  day  of  Deoember 

list  on  the  snbject  of  the  slave  trade." 

31r.  RvTLEDQK  appealed  to  the  Ohair  to  know 
vhether  the  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  said,  perliaps.  that  was  the  only 
deliberative  body  in  the  world  where  a  motion, 
having  been  made,  seconded,  and  debated,  could 
be  withdrawn  by  either  the  mover  or  seconder. 
But  it  had  b^n  a  practice  in  that  Hoose  so  to 
do,  and  ther«  was  no  role  against  it.  The  mo- 
tion was  therefore  perfectly  agreeable  to  order. 
Mr.  RUTI.EDOB  then  moved  an  a^onmment^ 
wUeb  was  carriedr— yeas  47,  nays  80. 

FsmxT,  Jannary  8. 
Beuaxcs  Httskb,  from  8onth  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Petition  qf  Free  Black*. 

The  'B.aaoa  resnmed  the  nnfinished  hauness 
of  yeeten^ay.  on  the  resolntion  for  referring  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  petition  of  Absalom  Jones  and 
others,  when 

Mr.  Rtm^iKiK  rose  to  explain  his  reasons  for 
moving  the  a^jonrnment  yesterday,  as  not  hav- 
hig  arisen  ft^am  a  desire  of  protracting  the  do- 
bate,  bnt  becanse  he  conceived  the  Chair  mis- 
nnderstood  him  on  the  point  of  order.  When 
he  Bobmitt«d  the  question  of  order  to  the  Chair, 
it  appearod  from  the  decision  to  be  the  Speaker's 
opinion  that  the  question  was,  whether  a  mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  withdraw  a  motion  in  that 
ntnstioii  or  not.  He  knew  that  right  to  eiist, 
but  be  doubted  of  the  competency  of  the  Hoose 
to  refer  ports  of  a  petition,  and  not  the  whole. 
In  his  opinion  it  ought  not  to  be  referred,  or,  if 
■n,  the  whole  ought  to  be  referred  generally. 

He  mentioned  a  petition  which  was  last  session ^    _  „_.  . 

presented  trora.  Korthampton  County,  praying    On  these  acconnts  he  waa  not  authorized,  nor 
the  repeal  of  tbo  alien  and  sedition  laws,  bnt  in    was  he  inclined  to  withdraw  the  petition. 
Ih^  general  zeal  in  the  pnrsnauce  of  those  ob- 1     He  was  in  hopes  the  gentleman  from  Bontli 


[B.  or  a 

Jeots  severally,  other  lawswerefonnd  fault  with, 
partionlarly  those  relating  to  measures  of  de- 
fence. These  were  thought  to  be  improper  for 
tDoe  ;  on  whioh  a  motion  was  made  to 
refer  a  part,  hot  it  was  then  thooght  the  peti- 
tion oontd  not  be  divided.  He  submitted  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  a  very  ea»y  mode 
of  acquiring  the  object,  which  was  by  with- 
drawing the  petition  aud  advising  the  ptotitioners 
to  present  one  conformable  to  ^e  decision,  and 
within  the  oonstitntional  power  of  the  llonee. 
Gentlemen  were  mistaken  in  saying  that  peti- 
tions of  this  kind  came  annually.  The  session 
before  last  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, who  made  a  suitable  report  upon  it,  and 
in  order  to  prevent  the  continual  debate,  it  was 
resolved  to  be  a  proper  object  of  Judicial,  and 
not  of  Le^slative  ct^izance.  This  brought 
the  matter  to  such  an  understanding  that  he 
hoped  he  would  have  heard  no  more  of  it.  It  - 
appeared  to  have  had  the  good  effect  of  prevent- 
ing any  applioation  during  the  lutticg  of  last 
seenon. 

The  SiiAKSB  sdd  the  qnestion  of  order,  as 
now  explained  by  the  memlter  &om  Bonth  Ca- 
rolina, was  not  nnderatood  by  the  Chair.  From 
all  the  examination  and  the  fruits  of  inquiry 
which  the  Ch^  had  since  ooqnired,  it  appeared 
not  to  be  nnusnnl  to  refer  parts  of  a  subject,  for 
parts  of  the  Pbesident'b  Speech  had  been  re- 
ferred ;  also,  parts  of  petitions  had  frequently 
been  referred ;  on  which  acconnt  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair  at  present,  unless  an  appeal  should  be 
made  to  the  House,  was,  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentieman  from  Pennsylvania  was  perfectly  in 
order. 

Mr.  Waui  s^d  it  would  have  been  ver; 
agreeable  to  him  that  the  qnestion  should  have 
been  taken  on  the  motion  first  made  to  the 
House ;  but,  onheaHng  the  warmth  with  whioh 
it  was  oontested,  and  willing  to  remove  the 
jealousy  of  several  gentlemen  in  the  House,  he 
thoDght  it  best  to  alter  the  motion  to  their 
wishes. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  to  withdraw  the 
petition  for  its  modification,  wonld  be  an  easy 
way  to  acquire  the  object.  He  thought  it  en- 
tirely unnecessary  to  withdraw  it  in  this  stage 
of  business.  Aluiongh  he  could  have  wished 
the  words  objected  to  had  never,  been  inserted, 
yet  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tioners hod  no  right  to  use  them.  It  appeared 
that  these  people's  sentiments  aceorded  with 
those  of  the  gontiemen  who  opposed  the  refer- 
enoe.  They  wished  to  obtain  a  removal  of  this 
great  evil  when  proper :  those  ^tiemen  called 
it  an  evil  which  they  could  wish  to  get  rid  o£ 
hat  they  think  it  oannot  be  done.  Ur.  W.  said 
be  should  not  have  objected  to  a  resolution  im- 
porting that  it  would  he  improper  to  legislate 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  but  so  fer  as  relates  to 
the  bad  traffic,  and  the  practice  of  kidnapping, 
they  ought  to  he  examined  by  a  committee. 
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Otirolina  would  not  have  dedsted  fraro  hia  mo- 
tion for  oallins  the  y«AS  and  nays  ;  Chat  geatle- 
mtm  wished  the  Honse  to  show  the  world  that 
this  petition  was  BoirritatiDgandalarming  as  to 
merit  nDiverHBl  contempt  and  abhorrenoe.  He 
believed  this  geatleman  was  miitaken  as  to  the 
amall  Dumber  he  Happomd  would  vote  for  its 
commitment,  and  therefore  wished  he  would 
renew  the  motion  on  the  qnestion  aa  modified. 

Mr.  GooPB  then  obeervea  that  as  a  pnblio  dis- 
cnssion  hod  taken  place  apon  this  su^ect^-eone 
from  wliioh  he  tboueht  Congress  precluded  hj 
the  constitntion,  and  one  which  materially  af- 
teoted  the  interest  and  perhaps  the  safetj  of  a 
Ereat  portion  of  the  United  Statea,  and  partion- 
hrly  of  bia  ooiutitaenta,  be  thonsht  it  his  dnty 
not  only  to  give  his  negatire  in  the  usual  man- 
ner.but  to  call  for  the  pointed  disapprobation 
of  the  House,  and  proposed  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  adding  the  fallowing  words  : 

"  And  that  the  parti  of  the  uld  ntitiim  wUoh  In- 
Tlte  CoognH  to  MgiiUta  ■aptia  nU^aoti  from  which 
the  General  Goremmant  Ii  ptaclnded  bj  the  eonaU- 
tolion,  have  a  tendency  to  cnata  iUeqoIet  and  jeal- 
onay,  and  odght  tbenfbca  to  notin  lbs  poistad  dli- 
■(^robadoa  of  IhU  Hcnai." 

Ur.  Tbatohis  said  it  was  the  first  time  that 
be  had  ever  known  any  petition  or  pcut  of  a  pe- 
tition receive  the  "pointed  disapprobation  of 
the  House "  by  a  resolution,  even  though  the 
olgect  of  it  was  not  within  the  power  of  the 
House,  Several  petitions  had  been  reueived 
upon  which  the  House  had  no  power.  He  re> 
ferred  to  the  petltEon  of  John  Ohnrohman,  in 
December  17B1,  praying  the  patronage  of  Gov- 
ernment to  facilitate' hia  discovery  of  the  longi- 
tude, bj  enabling  him  to  undertake  a  voyage  to 
Baffln'a  Bay.  It  was  reported  that  great  incon- 
venience operated  to  prevent  the  grant  prayed 
for,  and  no  money  was  allowed,  yet  no  Euem- 
ber  moved  a  censttre  upon  the  petitioner.  Was 
It  a  desirable  objeot  to  do  away  aifreat  evil  I  It 
waa  profeesed  to  be  the  wish  of  several  gentle- 
men to  eradicate  IL  No  gentleman  in  the  House 
but  appeared  deeirons  of  embracing  it  with  all 
his  heart  Tbeae  people  onlj  wished  the  evil 
deetroyed,  but  did  not  point  out  the  form.  He 
was  willing,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  to  admit 
that  slavery  did  eziat  and  was  sanctioned  by  the 
lawB  and  oonstitiitioa  of  the  United  States  ;  he 
did  not  believe  the  &ct,  but  as  some  other  gen* 
llemen  did,  he  would  admit  it  for  the  present. 
Sorely  it  wonld  be  deniable  that  this  great  erO 
dionld  be  deatroyed,  if  it  could  be  done  wiOi- 
out  Ii^nry;  nay,  with  advantage,  to  the  ponea- 
sors.  Did  the  petition  go  any  farther  than 
this  t  It  did  not  The  seoond  perara  in  the 
Qovermnent  of  the  United  States  had  deriaed 
B  means  to  proonre  this  oUeot,  as  also  had  a 
Bertaln  learned  professor,  u  it  was  tiierefore 
the  desire,  as  avowed,  of  those  gentlemen,  and 
an  equitable  means  had  been  devised  to  aoquire 
it,  would  tiie  reference  of  a  petition  which  made 
that  request  be  improper,  or  would  it  be  impoli- 
tic in  gentiemen  to  examine  these  plan^  and 
If  digiUe  bring  ftboot  thrir  ezeontion  t    Oer- 


tainlj  not  Even  if  a  certain  anm  of  Eocnty 
was  wanting,  he  <Ud  not  believe  thd  Hoose  ironld 
refiise  to  appropriate  it  Who  would  with- 
hold  a  few  dollars  from  his  purse  to  facHitata 
it !  Then,  while  anch  are  the  propoeitiona,  a 
petition  in  behalf  of  its'  acoompluhmeut  ought 
to  be  heard  ;  if  it  be  not,  it  mnst  fix  a  natiooil 
indignity  and  stigma  which  ages  of  good  actions 
could  never  wipe  away. 

Mr.  Daka.  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  a  num 
ber  of  gentlemen,  that  the  Honse  ought  to  a- 
prees  its  indignation  against  these  petitioni. 
The  indignation  of  that  House  ought  to  be  U- 
mited  to  certain  ol^ecta  ;  it  might  he  eiprej«ed 
against  an  offending  nation,  but  he  much  doubt- 
ed whether  it  became  it  to  eipreae  that  hidi 
sensation  agunst  any  individnala.  He  thoo^ 
no  dronmatance  could  occur  which  called  for 
such  oondescennon,  and  therefbre  be  could  not 
approve  of  words  so  strongly  expreaeed  upon  ta 


tieman  from  Virginia  would  m>  convey  bis  ic 
as  to  express  the  impronrie^  of  those  sntjedi 
fiir  the  oonrideration  of  Uiis  Honse^  he  was  will- 
ing to  agree  with  him. 

Ur.  RcTumoE  thought  it  a  littie  extraoidi- 
nary  that  when  gentlemen  frowi  aome  parts  of 
the  Union  were  poaitivety  aseured  that  veiy 
serioQB,  nay,  dreadful  effects,  most  be  the  insTi- 
table  consequence  of  their  disciis»on  on  tbissob- 
Jeot,  they  alall  would  perast  He  used  stroiij 
words,  he  said,  beoatiae  no  others  would  be  m- 
propriate.  Qentlemen  recoauuended  the  rob- 
ject  to  be  calmly  argued.  'Would  gtntlemeo 
feel  calm  if  measnres  were  taken  todestroymcst 
of  their  property  7  Would  csdmnea  l>e  cooust- 
ent  if  entering  wedges  were  prepared  to  loiii 
the  property  of  whole  estates  i  If  ever  it  wm 
justifiable  to  be  warm  on  any  tnl^ect  in  Iba 
House,  it  surely  was  on  an  oooaslon  Ska  tba 
present^  when  immin«it  danger  was  In  view. 
Tea,  we  deem  this  as  an  entering  wed^  to  an 
inevitable  losa  of  our  property,  if  perautedin. 
It  appeared  by  the  gentlemsn'a  aigiDuenla  that 
he  had  just  been  reading  the  ofdiuona  fi  Ui 
brother  philosopher  Briasot 

Three  emissaries  from  St  Domingo  appeared 
in  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  demanding  tbs 
emancipation  of  th^  apedes  ft^m  slavery.  Ibt 
Convention  were  told  It  would  opente  ai  u 
entering  wedge  that  would  go  to  the  destnfr 
tion  of  property,  and  the  loaaM  one  (/the  float 
lalands  in  uie  world ;  that  tt  wonld  be  mmdtr- 
oua  in  the  extreme  :  that  it  would  cfwn  soeoc* 
which  had  never  been  practiaed  ance  tba 
deatmotion  of  Oartha^ ;  that  a  whole  ricb 
oonntry  would  be  bnned  in  blood ;  that  Ibott- 
sands  woidd  instantiy  be  reduced  to  street  pe- 
nury ;  that  the  flrat  towns  in  that  fine  idaad 
would  be  reduced  to  a  he^  of  ashes.  But  thow 
gentlemen  said  no,  it  cannot  be,  all  oar  desins 
originate  in  philanthropy — we  wish  to  do  good  I 
Bu|  sir,  we  have  lived  to  see  these  dieadAd 
scenes.  These  horrid  effeota  hare  RHcetdM 
what  was  oonoedved  once  to  be  triffii^.  Kc^ 
important  eonseqnanoea  m^  be  the  rasnlt,  ah 
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ttovgb  gentlemen  little  appretiend  it.  But  we 
tawv  the  eitaation  of  tntngB  there,  ahhongh 
tbcj  do  not,  and  knowing  we  deprecate  It. 
Tliere  bare  been  emisiiuies  amongat  ns  in  the 
BoDthem  States  ;    thej  have  begno  their  war 

rxu ;  an  aetnal  organixatioa  lias  oommeno- 
W6  hftve  had  them  meeUog  in  their  dab 
noiBBf  and  debating  on  that  sat^ect,  and  deter- 
nlnatione  have  been  made.  It  might  be  wrong 
b  me  to  toentlfni  theae  things,  becatue  many  of 
those  people  can  read  and  write,  and  will  be  !□- 
ftHToed  of  what  I  am  now  aafing,  which  the; 
think  I  did  not  know,  bnt  knowing,  I  am  deler- 
nined  to  make  nse  of. 

6ir,  I  do  believe  that  peraoni  have  been  sent 
from  France  to  ffeel  the  pnlsa  of  this  oonntry,  to 
know  wbether  these  are  the  proper  eneines  to 
make  ose  of :  these  people  have  been  taDced  to ; 
thej  have  been  tampered  with,  and  this  is  going 
on.  They  cow  will  eee  that  the  argument  has 
heen  agitated  in  the  LegiBlatore  ;  that  the  anb- 
Ject  of  emaocipation  has  beendiacniaed.  Is  not 
tltii  extremely  vrrong,  when  gentlemen  are  told 
bow  mncb  it  pnta  onr  property  at  hazard.    AI' 

SthoDsh  tliese  peode  are  nnable  to  do  any  harm, 
It  ttfl  work  will  be  done  by  gentlemen  in  this 
otiM,  tfw  moat  be  answerable  for  the  miwhief. 
Befiire  Ihad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Honse, 
one  qnestion  which  was  a^tated  by  the  people 
was,  bow  do  tbe  GenerslLe^ialAtuTe  regard  tnis 

ries  of  property  ?  I  said,  onr  brethren  in 
Korthem  Htatea  are  willing  to  leave  this 
buuneea  entirely  to  ns  who  possess  it — they  will 
not  intermeddle.  I  did  hope  that  they  never 
would  take  the  lead  in  any  argaments  of  tliis 
dangerona  tendency.  Bat.  aa  gentlemen  have 
gone  into  this  bnsiaess,  I  find  I  am  compelled 
to  nse  argnmenta  whicb  otherwise  onght  not  to 


I  recollect  that  gentlemen  in  France  nsed  ar- 
gomenta  like  the  gentleman  from  Uaasachnsetta : 
"  Te  oan  indemnify  these  proprietors."  Bnt 
bow  did  they  do  it,  or  how  can  it  be  done  t — 
Not  at  alL  Farther,  we  were  told  theee  things 
woold  ta^  place,  we  need  not  be  alarmed ;  it 
WW  inevitable ;  tliat  it  was  reasonable  and  nn* 
avoidable.  Sir,  It  never  will  take  place.  There 
is  one  alternative  which  will  save  na  from 
h,  bnt  tbftt  alternative  I  deprecate  very  much; 
that  is,  that  we  are  able  to  take  care  of  onr- 
selvea,  and  if  driven  to  it,  we  will  take  care  of 
onraelvet. 

Ifr.  JoHBs  had  hoped  that  the  decldon  of 
Oongrese  whva.  ritting  at  New  York  would  have 
pot  a  final  stop  to  any  fbtnre  applications,  and 
tbe  ooonoOa  M  the  United  State*  wonld  have 
been  troubled  no  Eirtber  with  them.  -  It  was 
JmUy  and  wisely  proved  that  It  was  a  difflonlty 
miBt  for  OcogTesB  to  attempt,  on  acoonnt  ot 
the  extremely  different  local  dronmstances  and 
q>cdea  of  property  poasessed  by  the  Korthem 
and  Southern  memWa,  who  were  all  met  in 
one  oonvention.  However,  he  most  do  Jostice 
to  the  candor  of  some  gentlemen  irom  the 
North,  vbo  had  vindicated  their  right  to  thia 
^rapertf.     Ur.  J.  did  not  think  there  was  any 


more  probability  of  discoveriog  an  eligible  and 
jnst  mode  of  acqnlring  the  olject  of  emancipa- 
tion, than  there  was  in  the  case  referred  by  the 
gentleman  to  Hr  Chnrcbman's  discovery  ot 
longitude.  All  researches  into  these  attempte 
were  illasoiy,  and  both  alike  impracticable  at 
this  Ume,  if  ever  they  wonld  be.  However, 
be  was  certain  that  the  honorable  gentleman's 
manner  of  treating  the  snbjeot  wuold  give  rise 
to  a  Jnst  Jealonsy  in  those  parts  of  the  United 
States  whose  property  consisted  only  in  slaves. 
Ah  lo  the  State  he  repreaentcd,  as  he  before 
said,  a  very  heavy  penalty  was  the  fine  on  each 
alave  imported,  and  killing,  maiming,  or  ill- 
treating  them  was  pnnished  severely  by  the 
whites.  Be  oonld  not  tbick  bnt  the  ailments 
of  some  gentlemen  mnst  originate  from  impro- 
per motives. 

Mr.  Edmoitd  conld  not  ooncdve  any  danger 
from  oommitting  this  petition,  whatever  alarms 
some  gentlemenhad  apprehended.  Bnt  as  gen- 
tlemen apprehended  so  mnoh  danger  from  com- 
mitting certain  parts  of  the  petition,  he  would 
be  willing  to  qniet  theee  alarms,  and  do  every 
thing  reasonable  by  eipreasing  an  idea  that 
Congress  wonld  not  l^slate  npon  what  be- 
longed not  to  them.  The  amendment  at  first 
proposed,  he  professed  himself  mnch  opposed 
to,  upon  the  ground  that  the  Honse  were  abont 
to  e^resa  a  pointed  disapprobation  towards  the 
peUtioners,  which  he  conceived  wrong,  beoanse 
no  censnn  conld  be  dne  where  a  petition  was 
respectfhlly  addressed.  Bat  as  now  modified 
be  nad  no  Direction  to  adopt  the  amendment ; 
not  that  he  ooncdved  it  important,  bat  beoanse 
it  tended  to  qniet  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen 
1  the  Honse, 

Ur.  Waut  again  said,  that  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  advocate  the  emancipation  of  slavey 
bnt  only  to  ameliorate  their  state.  He  there- 
fore wonld  cbeerfUly  consent  to  the  amend- 
ment aa  amended. 


tion,  it  was  now  all  before  the  mnse  in  the 
form  of  one  reeolntion. 

Ur.  TsATOHXB  said,  as  an  abstract  proposi- 
tion, he  shonld  have  no  ot^ecdon  ;  he  tbonght 
the  House  onght  to  give  no  conntenance  to 
any  thing  that  it  conld  not  legislate  on  by  the 
oonstitntjon  ;  bnt  as  he  did  not  believe  the  pe- 
tition centred  any  snoh  propoiltion,  he  mnst 
adhere  to  his  former  sentiments,  and  conld  not 
consent  to  the  incorporation  of  the  words.  As 
amended,  be  disliked  it  mnoh  lees  than  before, 
bnt  he  did  not  like  it  as  ecmnected  with  the  first 
motion. 

Mr.  J,  Bnown  asked  whether  it  was  in  order 
for  a  gentleman  to  q>eak  five  or  six  times. 

Hr.  Tkatobxb  s^d  he  had  spoken  bnt  once 
on  this  qnestion.  The  gentieman  from  Bhode 
Island  need  not  be  afrnid,  for  he  was  not  now 
going  to  say  mnch  abont  slavery,  which  was 
Uie  nearest  to  his  heart  Ur.  T.  was  ftilly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Honse  bad  a  right  to  take 
np  the  satjeot,  and  ^ve  it  a  ftdl,  free,  and  deli- 
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berate  discnamon,  bnt  this  did  not  appear  to  be 
the  goDeral  opiaioD.  Aa  he  vas  opposed  to  the 
motion,  aa  amended,  he  was  villine  his  aame 
l^onld  appear  against  it,  even  though  no  other 
gentleman  should  think  fit  to  vote  with  hiin. 

Ttx.  Gixi^TtN  conoeived  that  there  oertunlj 
were  parts  of  the  petition  over  which  tliat  Honee 
had  DO  power,  for  though  the  petitioners  did 
not  pray  for  emancipation  to  be  completed  im- 
mediately, yet  they  anticipated  that  it  wonld 
some  time  be  done,  and  their  prayer  inclnded 
a  wish  that  the  House  wonld  take  a  preparaUiry 
■t«p.  Aa  to  the  amendment,  although  he  did 
not  like  the  wording  of  it  altogether,  he  hod  no 
olfaction  to  the  principle,  and  therefore  ebonld 
Tote  for  it ;  for  be  thought  it  right  to  say  that 
it  wflB  improper  for  the  House  to  legiatate  on 
the  anbiect.  What  was  not  apeoiflcally  acknow- 
ledged Dy  the  oonstitntion,  in  hia  opinion,  car- 
ried with  it  a  donbt  upon  which  the  Le^sUtnre 
onsbt  not  to  enter. 

Mr.  TaATOHBK  called  for  a  diTtsioo  of  the 

l£r.  NtOHoi.u,  on  this,  expressed  some  em- 
barrassment as  to  giving  his  vot«,  on  which  he 
moved  to  strike  ont  the  latter  part  The  same 
wpeared  to  pervade  the  minda  of  aeveral  gen- 


wpeai 
tlemer 


Ur.  WiLir,  therefore,  to  relieve  the  Hoose 
^m  the  situation,  withdrew  his  acquiescence 
to  the  amendment,  so  as  to  leave  the  questions 
diatioct.  The  yeas  and  nays  had  been  several 
times  moved  during  the  embarrBssed  state  of 
the  House,  but  were  only  taken  oooe,  to  wit, 
on  the  amendment  to  the  propoaition  : 

"Ami  that  the  paiti  of  the  nid  pctitiOD  whioh  In' 
vile  Congreat  to  legttliU  npoD  aatjecti  from  irtiich 
tha  General  QoTtmmnit  ii  pradodeJ  bv  tha  coiuCi- 
tntlon,  have  a  tendenoj  to  oetta  duqniet  and  jeal- 
ous, uul  ought  therefore  to  leceiTe 
M  firom  this  Honao." 


The  qnestion  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  aama,  and  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  86,  nay  1,  as  followa : 

Yau.— WIUIi  AlrtoD,  George  Baer,  Tbeodomt 
BaOej,  Bailey  Butlett,  Jamei  A  ^yard,  John 
Bird,  Phanual  Biihop,  Jonatluui  Brace,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brawn,  ChiiKopber  G.  Cbamplin,  Gabriel 
Chridje,  Hattliew  Clay,  WiUiam  C.  C.  Clubome, 
John  Condit,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Johu  Daveupot^ 
Fnnklin  Davenport,  Thoma*  T.  Davis,  John  Dswaon, 
John  Deonii,  George  Dea^  William  Edcnond,  Joseph 
Eggleston,  Luoaa  Elmendorph.  lliomaa  Evaos,  Ablel 
Foiter,  Dwight  Foster,  John  Fowlar,  JoBmtbui  Fie*- 
mao,  Albert  GaUatis,  Hsniy  Glenn,  Samuel  Goode, 
Chanocey  Qoodrieh.  Elinir  Goodricb,  Wlliam  Gor- 
don, Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Boger  Griawold, 
WiUiam  Bany  Grove,  John  A  Hnnoa,  Robert 
Goodloe  Hmrper,  Joseph  Ueiater,  Arohtbald  Hen- 
denon,  WiUiam  H.  Bill,  David  Holmes,  BeajamiD 
Qoger,  Jamu  U.  Imlay,  Geoige  Jaokaon,  Jamei 
Jone^  Aaron  Eitchell,  Henry  I«e,  Nathaniel  Maooo, 
John  Huihall,  Lewis  R.  Monii,  Anthony  Hew,  John 
Nicholaa,  Joseph  U.  Nicholson,  Abraham  Nott,  Har- 
rison G.  Otis,  Robert  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  Jonas 
Piatt,  Leven  Powell,  John  Randolph,  John  Read, 
Jdin   ttnlledge,   joiner,    3aamel    SewaD,    William 


Shepard,  Rif^wrd  Stanford,  David  Stone,  Thoagat 
Snmter,  Beryamin  TaliaTemi,  John  Chew  Thoms^ 
Bichaid  Thomas,  John  Thompson,  Abtain  Trigg 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Pcleg  Wodawoith,  Robert 
Wain,  Robert  Williams,  Lemuel  WilUami^  and  Huuy 
Woods. 
NiT. — George  Thatcber- 


1,  being  taken,  it  was  i^ 


solved  in  the  affinoaUve! 

TuwDAT,  JaDoary  7. 
JAiaa  Shxafk  of  New  Ilampsbire,  qipewed, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
bis  seat  in  the  House. 

FsTOAT,  February  T. 
Com  of  Jonathan  SMiiu. 

The  fallowing  Message  and  docnmenla  wtn 
received  from  the  FaEsioEin  of  the  UHirm 
Statis,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo 
the  table: 
GmJUmmijftkeBaatt  <rf  RtpmailMiTtt: 

In  comeqoenee  of  yonr  t^qnert  xtt  me,  winded  ia 
yoor  resolntion  of  the  fbnrth  of  tbiemotitli,!  directed 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  1^  before  me  oepiet  of  ttn 
papers  intended.  These  co^es,  togcttKl'  with  hii  re- 
port, I  now  transmit  to  the  Honae  of  Be[aesenlatifTI^ 
for  the  coosideiBtian  of  the  members. 

JOHKADAHS. 

Umrm  SriTm,  FA.  7,  J  800. 

Dbpuimqit  of  Star, 

The  Secretary  oF  State  baa  prepared,  as  directed, 
and  DOW  respectfolly  sabmita  to  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States,  copies  of  the  papers  irtiich  prabablj 
were  contemplatsd  by  the  House  of  B«preaentatiTe>, 
In  their  resolve  c^  the  41b  instant ;  ajthongh  do  rs- 
qnintion,  as  the  resolve  sn[n>oses,  has  em  beta 
received,  nor  ai^  commmiicBtion  made  to  die  JvAf/i 
of  the  Kstriet  Cmrt  at  Sondi  Caioliiia,  c<»ceniBg 
of  JenadMoRobUna  Bvtby 
that  Jndge,  aa  tb^  bavalxsa 


ly  man  Iqr  the  n 
le  procee£ngi  b< 


Nash,  the  sobjeot  of  the  British  Hinister'i  leqnisiion, 
didosnmie  the  name  of  Jouthao  RobUna,  and  msks 
oath  "  that  be  was  a  native  of  the  Stale  of  Cmmecli- 
cnt,  and  bom  in  Danbmy,  In  that  State.*  Tfaa  See- 
letaiy,  therefore,  twdde*  the  cooj  el  the  reqidiitii^ 
and  tiie  copies  of  bis  letter  to  tM  Jodge  of  lb*  Dis- 
trict Court  of  South  Carolina,  and  of  tbe  3aigi'*  se- 
swer,  has  prepared,  and  herewith  enelaaei^  eopiai  d 
the  certiGcatea  of  the  selectmen  and  towncMttf 
Danbniy,  and  extracts  of  lettan  finm  Adnntal  Sir 
Hyde  Parker,  satisfsctcdly  provins  tbat  tbe  Tboaus 
Nasi],  calling  himself  Jonatban  Robtum^  who,  oi  A* 
reqni^tion  of  tbe  British  Minister,  was  delncrel  by 
tbe  Jndge  aforesaid,  with  the  asaent  of  the  Pnsidcat 
of  tbe  United  States,  was  not  an  American  dtiseis 
bnt  a  natave  Iiiabman,  who  to  hia  other  crhnea  adiM 
jvj'ury,  in  the  hope,  thereby,  to  etrape  the  ponadi- 
ment  doe  topiraey  and  utiErder,  TIm  aritfina]  con- 
ficales  of  the  seieotmsn  and  lowncleric  el  Danbiny 
in  the  Secretary's  posaeaiioa ;  and  be  has  eo 


pared  tbe  extract  cf  A< 


Patkn'alsltsrtollr- 
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CbM  ^yoMiln  JtnUwi: 


Lbtco  wHh  tlw  ori^Dal,  ud  tha  aitnot  of  the  Ad- 
■ninTi  iMUr  to  the  Britilh  Coonl  *t  CbarlMtao,  nith 
tfac  pungt  u  ndted  in  tbe  Caunl'i  rajginkl  letlmr 
a  Hr.  Uftm. 
in  which  ii  ntpeOtaUj  rabmittsd. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


tUT  of  Stated 

PmuDELrau,  Jfqr  28,  1799. 
K  liitoo  pieMct*  bjj  lespects  to  CdL  Pieherlng, 
Stcnttij U Sttt^  AnamuofthanuMofThomai 
Kuh  hiring  been  otanmittad  W  Jul  in  Cherleitan, 
Sonlh  Cuolma,  at  tha  iiutuKS  of  Hii  U^eitjp'a  C(m- 
nl  tliace,  on  m^don  of  hii  hanng  bean  an  aacom- 
lUx  In  Um  piraof  and  mardei  commiltad  on  board 
flu  JUjetlj't  (hip  Hwmione,  and  inCmnaciDn  of  th« 
drcmutaooe  haTing  been  tnnnnittcd  to  Vice  Ad- 
atnl  Sir  Hyde  Parkar,  a  coHer  wai  de^tched  to 
fihaTiwton,  with  an  oEEcer  on  board  to  whom  the 
mas  wu  well  known,  in  order  that  hij  penon  mi^d 
le  idaati£ed,  and  that  he  abonid  be  oanied  to  the 
Vut  Indiat  for  tiiaL  But  on  the  ^pUcoUon  tit  iha 
C«iiral  for  the  reitoiation  oT  Naah,  in  cooTonnit;  to 
Iha  tnat7  of  I7M,  Judge  Bee  and  the  Federal  At- 
lona;  were  of  ^loioa  that  he  coold  not  with  pn>- 
pHttj  be  d^Terol  op,  withoat  a  previmu  raqoifltion 
nmr  part  made  to  the  EsenitiTe  GaTemmmt  oTtbe 
United  Statea.  Haj  I  therefore  requeat,  nr,  that 
yoa  win  be  rleaiBd  to  lay  thia  matter  before  the 
Preaidint,  and  procure  hla  i^era  that  the  Mid  Tbo- 
mu  Naah  be  dallTsnd  19  to  jnatlae. 


Latter  from  theSeetvtMyof  State  to  Jodge  Bee. 

DxTABTiaBIT  OF  StUS, 

PUhMjAia,  Jmu  8,  1799. 

Sni  Ur.Urton,  tbehGniiter  of  Hii  Britannic  Ua- 
jaa^  toi  reqnaatod,  fliat  Thranai  Naab,  who  *|b  a 
ataman  on  board  tha  Britidi  frigate  Barniimu,  and 
■be,  he  {a  informed,  ia  now  a  prboner  In  the  jail  of 
ChaHntoD,  ahnold  be  dalivsnd  np.  I  have  stated 
tha  matter  to  the  Preddont  of  the  Ui^ted  Statai.  He 
DcoddBca  aa  offimce  oommitted  on  board  a  pubUo  ahip 
of  war,  on  tha  high  aeaa,  to  hare  been  committad 
within  die  Jnriadic&m  of  ^e  natim  to  whom  (ha  ahip 
brionga.  Naah  ii  charged.  It  ia  tmdentood,  with 
fintf  and  aaiirrfar,  committed  t^  him  on  board  the 
■bote  mentioDad  Britlah  frigate,  on  the  high  aeaa, 
Kid  oonaeqiientlj  within  the  jmiedictlon  of  Hia  Bri- 
tumic  Hajoa^ ;  and  therefore,  bv  the  27th  article  of 
the  'Kaa^  of  Ami^  with  Oreat  Britain,  Vtah  ought 
to  be  deliTered  up,  a*  reqneated  hj  the  Britiah  Minla- 
ler,  prorided  anob  eridence  of  his  crimlnidi^  be  pat- 
dnced  aa,  b7  tha  lawa  of  the  United  Stelea  or  (^  Sont.. 
Carolio*,  would  JDitity  hia  i^iinehenaioa  and  com- 
mitaeiit  for  trial,  if  tM  oAdm  had  beau  comn^tted 
irithin  the  joiiadlolion  of  tha  United  Statea.  Tha 
haddant  baa  In  oonaaqnence  thereof  anthoriied  ma 
to  conuDmucate  to  jon  "  hla  adrioe  and  request ' 
that  Tbomaa  Naah  ma/  be  delirared  19  to  the  Con- 
au]  or  other  agent  of  Great  Britun,  who  ahall  appear 
to  recriT»  him.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be 

TIMOTHY  PICKEBING. 

Hon.  Taoiua  Be(, 


Letter  from  Thomaa  Baa,  Etq^  to  the  SeonttaTj  of 
Stete,  datad  Charieaton,  Somtb  Carolina,  Joir  lat, 
1799. 

In  compliance  with  the  reqnaat  of  the  Pi«ddent 
of  the  United  Statea  aa  atetad  lu  your  favor  of  the 
8d  nit.,  I  gaTe  notice  to  the  Britith  Conaul  that  at 
the  illdag  of  &e  diitrict  court  on  thia  da;  I  ahould 
order  Thomu  Naali,  the  priaoner  charead  with 
haTlus  committed  mnrder  and  pinu^  on  board  the 
Britith  &igate  Hennlone,  on  cuch  strong  ofidanca  of 
hia  crimlnali^  aa  jtiatiGed  his  apprehenaton  and  com- 
miEment  for  trial,  to  be  brought  before  ma  on  habeas 
oorpna,  in  otder  to  hia  being  delirared  over  agreeably 
to  the  27th  article  of  the  Trea^  of  Amity  witti  Great 
Britain.  The  Consnl  attended  tn  court  uid  raqnaated 
that  the  priaonar  ahonld  remain  in  Jail  mtQ  he  had 
a  conTement  opportunity  of  sendiD^  him  away.  I 
baTe  therefore  diiwited  that  he  remain  in  prison,  until 
tha  Conanl  ahall  find  it  convenient  to  remora  hun.  I 
hiTe  the  honor  to  be,  with  gt«at  impact,  your  moat 
obediaiit  serrant, 

THOMAS  BEE, 
Siilrkl  Judge  afSoKlk  Canttna. 
Hon.  T.  TKXXBiao,  BeerHmy^StaU. 

DAJrerar,  Bfpi.  16, 1799. 
We,  the  ■abadibara,  salectmrai  of  tha  town  of  Dao- 
bniy,  in  tha  State  of  Connecticnt,  certify  that  we  have 
alwaya  bean  the  inhabitimta  cf  aaid  town,  and  are 
from  fbr^-fiTO  to  fifty-aavcn  yean  of  age,  and  hsTe 
never  known  an  inhabitant  of  thisitown  by  tha  uame 
(/Jonathan  or  Natban  RobMns,  and  that  there  has 
not  been,  nor  now  ia  any  family  known  by  the  name 
cf  Bobbins  within  the  limits  of  aald  town. 
Certifled,  per  ELI  MYGOT. 

EBEN  BENEDICT. 
JUSTUS  BAENUM. 
BEN.  HIGHCOE. 

DAnttRT,  BaL  10,  1799. 
Tlie  inbacriber,  late  town  clerk  for  the  town  of  Dao- 
bniy,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  certifiea  that  h« 
k(f>t  the  town  ncorda  twenty-five  yean,  vii  1  lirom 
the  year  1771  imtil  tha  year  1796 ;  that  he  is  now 
fifty-dx  years  of  age,  and  that  he  never  knew  any 
peraoD  t^  the  name  of  Robbiua,  Itom  or  redding  fai 
the  said  town  of  Danbmy,  during  that  tenn  of  twenty- 
five  years,  before  or  *inc& 

MAJOE  TATLOR 


Extract  of  a  letter  fr«oi  Admiral  Sb  Hyde  PaAer,  to 
Bobart  liatDO,  E>q.,  Envoy  ElBvordinan  and  U»< 
later  PlenipotentiaiT  of  hia  Britannio  obQeaty  to 
the  United  States,  dated 

Post  Botai.  Habsob, 

■Vomnei,  Sept.  9,  1799. 

"I  have  bad  the  hooor  of  reoeiving  dnpUcatea  of 

your  EioelleDcy'i  letters,  numbatad  10,  11, 18,  and,  In 

answer  thateto,  aeqn^it  yon  that  in  oonaaqnanca 

a  Nai^  one  of  the  ringleaders  in  the  tnntlny,  mnr- 

deia,  &a.,  on  board  the  Hermiooe,  bdng  dalinoed  np 

by  the  Uiuted  State*  to  me,  ha  haa  been  tried  at  a 

court  maTtifJ,  and  aenlaiioed  to  anfibr  death,  and  af' 

terwarda  hong  in  oliutia,  which  aenteuce  baa  been 

'  into  exeontiaiL    Ha  acknowledged  himaelf  to  be 
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EitnKt  of  a  letter  from  BeEJunin  Moodle,  E*q.,  Cou- 
■ol  of  Ml  Britamdo  MqMQ'  at  ChariMon,  Sooth 
CbtoUd*,  to  Robert  liMoD,  Esq.,  Envoy  of  hii  nid 
Vajtatj  to  tha  United  StUei,  dated 

NoTuiBEa  19,  1799. 
In  comeimeoce  d*  muiT  olMtaclei  I  had  to  enoonii' 
ter  in  obtaining  tha  deliTci?  of  Thomai  Naah,  Ute 
of  Hia  Hajestf'a  ihip  Hermiona,  and  of  the  nnmenmi 
pnblicationi  to  the  Qorthward  and  Id  thia  place,  I 
wrote  to  Admiral  Sir  Hydg  Parker,  reqaeating  he 
would  be  good  enough  to  lend  me  minntei  of  the  conit 
nurtiid,  to  vhich  he  aniwaied  nnder  date  18th  Sep- 
tember :  "  I  am  to  aeqaaint  yon  that  Naab  haa  been 
■xecntod  ureeablj  to  a  oonrt  martial,  and  that  fas 
oonfeued  hmiaelf  to  be  an  IriihmaB ;  and  it  tWther 
appean,  bjr  the  Heimiooe'i  bodu,  that  he  waa 
bora  at  Vateiibfd ;.  on  the  21it  Daoember,  1792,  en- 
tered a  Tolimteer  on  bo«rd  the  DoTer,  reoeiTed  £B 
bomit;  monaj,  and  waa  remond  to  Ae  Hamione, 
26th  of  Janaa>7,  179$.  And  with  mfeat  to  tiani- 
inittii^  Ae  miaotea  of  hi«  ferial,  that  u  not  in  njr 
power,  bat  rerta  with  the  Loida  of  tlie  Ainiiial^ 

MoBiUT,  Febraaiy  10. 
Amf/  Dariin't  Claim  for  tha  Sbrte  Soawitit. 
'  The  petition  of  Amr  D&rdin  wu  called  Tip, 
aud  after  some  oopoaition,  on  aocouDt  of  a  for- 
mer reference  aha  decision,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  CQidme. 

Tetsbdat,  Febmary  18. 
IRlitary  ItUer/ertnee  in  Eleetiotu. 

Mr.  Lnn  called  np  fi>r  coDdderadon  &e  fol- 
lowing rewlntioii,  which  he  laid  on  the  taUe  on 
Uie  4th  instant,  viz : 

Beiebied,  That  a  ooniinttte*  be  ajipainled  to  My  h 
a  mi  maiiag  pmriiioD  for  the  remoral  of  tha  legnlar 
troopa  (f  the  United  Stataa  which  maf  be  atatioaed 
where  an  election  ii  held,  and  that  rach  remoTal  ihaU 
take  pUun  at  Isaat  two  daji  preTiooa  to  inch  «l'-^i^| 
and  to  a  diatanoa  notlaa  than  two  milea. 

Mr.  Ons  moved  to  amend  the  recolntion  by 
atrikiog  oot  the  vords  in  itaUe,  in  the  wcotia 
line,  and  inserting  ■'  Inquire  Into  the  expediency 

A  long  debat«  eosned  on  tUs  motion,  in 
which  it  waa  ooneeded,  on  all  ridea,  that  the 
leaolntion  waa  too  definite,  and  left  nothing  In 
the  power  of  the  committee  to  act  (m,  exoc^ 
merely  bringing  In  a  bill  conformable  to  it  If 
ezceaaes  had  been  oouunitt«d  by  the  military  at 
electioDs,  and  they  were  gnilty  ot  imiooMr  in- 
t«rfiirenoe^  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  every 
member  that  aome  provision  shoold  be  made  to 
guard  againat  them  infntmv;  but  they  were 
nnwitling  to  say  what  that  provision  ahoold  be, 
nntil  an  inquiry  were  made  into  the  beta  stated. 
The  removal  of  the  troops  to  the  distance 
mentioiied,  was  also  partionlarly  objected  to,  as 
it  might  leave  fortiflc-ations,  arsenala,  and  mili- 
tary stores,  lor  two  or  three  days,  entirely  nn- 
proteoted. 

Mr.  LuB  at  length  withdrew  his  (niginal  pro- 


position, and  snbmitted  the  following  wbidi 
waa  adopted  witfaont  ot^ection,  viz ; 

"  Betoleei,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  nport  a  bill,  containing  inch  legiilatlrt 
proriiiona  aa  may  be  judged  expedient,  either  lor  n- 
rooTing  any  military  foroe  of  the  United  Stataa,  from 
any  place  of  holding  electioca,  or  fbr  prennting  thdi 
Interference  la  nch  elecdona." 

Mr.  Wttmmii.,  Mr.  Lxm  and  Mr,  Om^  w«n 
appointed  the  committee. 

Anendmmt  to  th«  CoMtttuttm. 


SitaUad  if  lit  StnO^  tmi  Bout  \\f  Xtimmmtalmm 
0fatUfAidaialmofAmirin,mOmsnmimiaJM, 
That  tin  fbllowii^  article  be  propoaed  to  the  Lagiiia- 
toraa  rf  the  aersral  States  aa  an  aanodnwit  to  dM 
ConatitDtion  of  the  United  Slatea,  which,  whan  rati- 
fied by  thiee-Toutha  cf  aald  LegUatnre*.  diall  b* 
valid  aa  a  part  of  die  aaid  oonadtntion,  vli  i 

No  Judge  c^any  CddH  of  tha  Ututad  Slalea  ihall, 
dninv  hit  oontinnancc  in -office,  or  within  aix  umatha 
after  ha  may  have  redned  the  auoa^  be  anointed  to 


MoHDAT,  Febraary  17. 
Cats  qfj<maih€m  SdHbint, 
Mr.  Btttlbdoi  said,  be  had  ezpeotad  that 
some  order  would  have  been  taken  oa  the  Mes- 
ssge  of  the  President,  before  tliia  time,  by  tbe 
gentleman  who  called  fbr  it ;  bnt  as  he  iMd  boMi 
oisappointed,  he  vonld  now  ^ve  notice  to  the 
honorable  member  from  New  YoA  that  he 
would  call  for  aome  order  upon  Ute  Ibasage  to- 

Ht.  IjvnioeTOii  said,  the  gentleman  had  mo- 
mentarily anticipated  him ;  oe  meant  to  hava 
moved  for  a  reference  to  a  Gomnuttee  of  the 
whoh  Hoose  this  morning,  with  an  iotoitioa  to 
intfodnoe  certain  reaolotioiia,  and  be  wonU  oo* 
make  that  motion. 

The  question  on  commlbneat  waa  pat  and 
carried— yeas  60,  nays  48 ;  and  waa  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Friday. 

Mr.  BaTim)  then  laid  the  followiag  rew^ 
tion  on  the  table,  which  was  read  and  rdkrred 
to  the  above  committee,  via : 

Bfolstd,  Hat  tbe  condoet  of  the  Ezecntita  Oor- 
emmtut  <^'tha  Utailed  Statea,  in  reladon  to  the  tain- 
ticion  made  by  hia  BritaonioMqea^a  lllniater,  «f  tba 
deliveiy  np  to  jnatice  of  Thraoaa  Nadi,  otlMrri* 
called  Jonathan  Bobbba,  npon  Iha  diatge  of  marde^ 
committed  on  bawd  of  the  Hennioos  Britiih  ftjgau, 
which  aaid  Naih  bad  aongbt  an  aaylom  widiia  dM 
United  Statea,  waa  ooofbrmable  to  tlie  iaXf  </  the 
Goremment,  and  to  tha  obligatioaa  of  good  fiuth  at^ 
nlated  Id  the  27th  article  of  tha  TrMty  <d  Asi^, 
Conimerce,  and  Narigation,  made  with  GimI  BA- 


TkCBSAT,  Febmary  2a  . 
Com  nfJonatktMi  Babbitu. 
Mr.  Ixraaetos  piopoaed  the  foQowing  n 
Intiona: 
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DEBATES  OP  CONOBESS. 


WiMim  Laadt, 


a  Robbiai,  mod  cUtm- 
lag  to  be  M  cidim  of  &a  Uml«d  StUei,  impnawd  on 
baud  ■  Biiddi  ihlp^-wmr,  mu  mnimiittsd  Tor  tiitl 
laaHoftbsonirtiof  tlie  United  State!  tor  tha  iIt 
TtftS  aima  of  |di«er  and  Duudar,  committed  on  Clia 
b^  KMt,  on  board  the  Briliih  frigate  Henaione  i 
Tut  a  TcqnUlJcm  bainfc,  RibaaqDeDt  to  incli  oommit- 
moit,  mada  b;  dia  Britiih  MinJitar  to  the  Executiva 
J  tb«  DiiH«d  Statea,  fortha  ddlrery  of  llt«  a^d  par- 
Ka(and«r  tfte  BMMof  TbotOM  N*di)  m  a  Ingltim, 
toiler  iIh  >7tli  utide  of  tbe  Traa^  Tith  OTeat  Biit- 
'a,6ti  Pr^doit  of  tbe  United  Statu  did,  t^  a  let- 


kfvrttlanfrDni  AeDaparbDmitof  Statetotba  Ji^oe 

laid  penan  for  trial,  offidallr  ^ 

M  add  Jndge  tbat  be '  oonmend 


■I  gAoce  committed  oo  board  a  pobUo  tiip  of  war 
<■  die  U^  aeaa  to  hare  bean  eommltted  whUn  tlie 
jorii£ctioa  of  the  natina  ta  iriiinn  tbe  gliip  beloosa;' 
lai,  ID  oooaeqiieDoe  of  anch  ofdnion  and  inatmcuan. 
Ad  idnaa  and  raqoeat  the  aaid  Judn  to  dellTer  np 
At  poMD  Ki  cUumed  to  the  aaent  is  Qieat  Britain, 
who  Aonld  uipcw  to  reoeiTa  him,  provided  Onlj  that 
lln  itipolaled  evidence  cf  hi)  orimioality  ahoiild  b« 
pndnced.  That  in  compHance  with  Rich  advioe  aad 
rajiiat  of  &  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  the  laid 
pons  aa  comniitted  for  trial  nu,  bf  the  Judge  of 
fle  DMrict  of  South  CaioUna,  irithoot  an^  pnaent- 
■nt  or  trial  lij  J1U7,  or  anj  inraattgatun  of  bit 
diimtobe  kcIdMnof  Ae  United  St^a,  deUreiad 
^taascOoar  of  bit  Britaiinio  Hajea^,  and  after- 
midi  tried  1^  a  ooDit  maitia],  and  exeooted  on  a 


"Sttohti,  That  inaonneh  at  die  Conalitiitioa  of 
Ae  Umted  Statei  deolana  that  the  Jn^ciai?  Poirar 
•bill  eitend  to  all  qneationa  aiialng  nnder  die  Con- 
MitDtiaB,  lam,  and  tniatjea,  of  the  UoiCed  Statea,  and 
to  ell  caiea  of  admiral^  and  maiidma  jurisdiction: 
ted,  tin,  that  the  trial  of  all  crimei  (except  In  caiea 
cf  tmpeachnsnt)  ihall  be  by  joir ;  and  that  soch  trial 
ihtll  be  held  m  the  State  when  Rich  crima  ahall 
bare  been  oommitted;  but  when  not  committed 
■iAin  »nj  State,  tban  at  mch  pl«M  or  plaoei  aa 
Goognn  nuy  bj  law  bare  direoted ;  and  maamncb 
u  it  u  diiMted  lij  law  that  the  ofbnoe  of  mnrder 
oanmitted  oD  the  Uf^attt  aball  be  deemed  to  be 
fnej  and  mntdtr,  ud  that '  all  ciimta  oommitted 

tttaj-    -  -'  - 

Bajbefirtt  bnm^t:'  thaieftue  tte  aaveial  qnertiont, 
'wbgtba  the  alleged  ctinle  ot  [diaqf  and  mnider  mu 
etnimitted  wtOiiu  tbe  eielndvejniudicdanof  Oreat 
Britain;  vlialber  it  oam««  within  the  ptwiawcJthe 
Mid  twea^  aataulh  artide ;  and  irbetbcr  a 
ttttJH&A  ha  waa  an  Amtriean  dtneD,  and  *^ 
mitted  (he  act  of  which  be 


to  ba  daUvcrad  ap,  without  any  inveatigation 
dtiut  to  ettbeaahip,  or  inqnliy  into  the  &ota  alleged 
iahi>dc«UKM,anaU  matter*  eicliKdvdy  of  jndiSal 
inquirj  ai  aiiaiDg  frtmt  traatiei,  law*,  oonttltattaial 
pionaan^  and  eaaea  of  admiral^  and  maiitima  jiub- 
dietion. 

"fitaafaeit  That  tbe  deciaion  of  thow  qneationa  by 
thi  Prad^nt  of  the  United  Statea,  agauut  thajnria- 
dJetioa  of  the  ooarM  of  the  United  Statea,  In  a  cata 
iriiare  thott  oonrta  had  alieadj  i*""'*^  and  ezar- 
dted  jniiadidion  :  and  hit  adrica  and  lequMt  to  Qie 
Jadge  of  Ifaa  diabict  oonrt  that  the  panoB  thni 
chained  aboold  be  delinted  np,  pronded  ~~' *" 


e<rldene«  of  Mi  ocimlnality  thoiald  be  pnidueed  at 
wonld  jnatiiy  bii  ^iprahemdon  and  oommitment  fbr 
trial,  are  a  dangeioni  interference  of  the  Eiaontive 
with  Judicial  decjidwii ;  and  that  tbe  compliance  with 
aocb  advic*  and  raqnatt  on  the  part  of  tbe  Jodge  ct 
the  Dittrict  Court  nf  Soadi  Catnlina,  it  a  noii£»  of 
the  Conatitntiaia]  Indepagdeuoe  of  the  Jndidal  power, 
and  eipaaei  the  admiiiiatration  tliereof  to  mapioion 
and  repioaah.'' 

Th«  qacation  of  reference  to  the  Oommitt«e 
of  the  whole  wat  tftkcn  and  oarried — yeaa  66. 

The  Uonae  then  e^onnied. 

Yxa>i.r,  February  91. 

SiJcfflum  on  the  OHaraeter  qf  WaAington. 

A  metuge  ma  received  from  the  Senate  In- 
fbrmiag  the  Honse  that  the  Senate  hail  this  day 
oome  to  the  following  reeolation,  vis :  ' 

"Aatntved;  That  the  Seoala  win  lo-monow,  at  half 
patt  12  o'olook,  meet  in  tbe  Senate  Chamber,  and 
tnm  thenoe  wdk  in  proceition  to  tbe  ottnieh  in  Baoe 
■treet,  to  hear  tbe  enlogimn  to  be  prouoonoed  on  die 
ohaiacler  of  GeoBnl  Waahington." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Xbe  Sfukbb  said  he  waa  reqneeted,  by  a 
member  of  the  Gatholio  chnroh,  to  inform  the 
Honse  that  seata  were  proTided  fbr  the  accom- 
modation of  saoh  memberB  aa  woold  please  to 
attend  to  bear  the  deliveiy  of  the  oration  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  BoTUDOK  said,  before  the  receipt  of  tlie 
mcaage  from  the  Senate,  he  had  intended  to 
move  that  when  the  Honse  adionm  they  do  ad- 
jonm  till  Uonday;  but  the  Senate  baring  in- 
formed the  Hooae  that  tbey  intended  to  walk  in 
prooeaeion,  be  oonceived  this  Honse  onitht  to 
come  to  a  aimilar  reeolation,  and  moved  tbe  fid- 
lowing: 

"J£a«ciftied;  That  tbe  Honae  cMtapretentatiTea  wiD 
meet  to-morrow,  at  half^ust  13  o'clock,  at  their 
Chamber,  and  from  thence  walk  In  procesaion  to  the 
dhtueh  in  Base  timat,  to  hear  Aa  eologiam  then  to 
b«  noQOemoed  m  tbe  oharaotcr  of  OecKral  Vaalui^ 

It  wu  olfjected  to  this  resolntloii,  that  it  had 
not  been  contemplated  this  Honse  wonld  walk 
in  procesrion,  no  arrangement  having  been  made 
for  that  purpose;  and  that  oa  it  might  be  tbe 
wish  of  several  members  to  attend  the  oration 
at  the  Oatholia  Ohnroh  in  preference  to  Ae  iHie 
in  Baoe  otreet,  it  ong^t  to  be  left  to  Ihmr  own 
option. 

The  qneation  on  the  reaoIatioD  waa  pnt  and 
40,na7B4S. 


UoKBAT,  Febmary  24. 
Wtttam  Lmd*. 
The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  made  the  IBtb  instant, 
by  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  neceasaiy 
in  the  laws  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  tbe  TJidted  States  north-wast  of  the  Ohio; 
and,  after  aome  time  ^ent  therein,  the  oom- 
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ABBIDGMENT  OP  THE 
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mitt«e  rose  and  reported  several  reeolntioiu 
tbereopOD;  which  were  Beverallj  twice  read, 
KDd  agreed  to  bj  the  Home,  as  follows: 

£aolced.  That  all  the  townships  directed  to 
be  sold,  either  in  quarter  townahipe  or  ia  tracts 
of  one  mile  square,  by  the  act  "  providing  for 
the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
above  the  month  of  Kentoolcy  River,''  shall 
be  mbdivided  into  half  sections,  containing,  a« 
nearly  as  may  be,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  each :  the  ad^tional  expense  of  surveying 
to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser,  at  the  rate  of  three 
dollars  per  tract. 

Setohed,  That  all  the  s^d  lands  shsll  be  of- 
fered for  sole  at  pnblic  sale,  in  tracts  of  three 
bo&dred  and  twenty  acres  as  above  directed: 
.Provided,  That  the  same  shall  not  be  sold  nnder 
the  price  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that 
the  sale  shall  be  at  the  following  plaoea,  to  wit : 

All  the  landH  contained  in  the  seven  first 
ranges  of  townships,  and  north  of  the  same, 
Bhall  be  offered  for  sale  at  I^ttsbnrg. 

All  the  lands  contained  in  the  eight  next 
ranges  of  townahipe,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  at 
Uarietta. 

All  the  lands  lying  west  of  the  fifteen  first 
ranges  of  townships,  and  east  of  the  Sciota  "' 
ver,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  Chilticothe. 

All  the  lands  lyi 
shall  he  offered  for 

J^olred,  That  one  or  more  land  offloes  shall 
be  opened  in  the  North-western  Territory,  and 
that  every  person  be  permitted  to  locate  and 
purchase,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 

or  more  of  the  half  sect!       

been  sold  at  pnblio  sale, 

Jiaohed,  That  the  payments  fbr  lands  pnr- 
chased  either  at  pnbltc  or  private  sale^  may  be 
made  as  heretofor^in  pnblio  aecnritJea,  and  shall 
be  made  in  the  following  manner,  and  ouder 
the  following  conditions,  viz: 

1st.  At  the  time  of  pnrchase,  every  pQTohaser 
shall  d^Wflit  one-twentieth  part  of  the  amount 
of  purchase-money ;  to  be  forfeited,  if,  within 
tiiree  mbnths,  one-fonrth  of  the  porchase-money, 
including  the  said  twentieth  pu^  is  not  p^d. 

2d.  One-fonrth  of  the  pnrohase-money  to  be 
paid  as  aforesaid,  within  three  numihs,  and  the 
other  three-foorths  in  three  cqnal  poyinenta, 
witttin  two,  three,  and  foor  years,  req»eotivdy, 
after  the  date  of  the  pnrchaae. 

Bd.  No  interest  to  be  charged  in  case  of  pnno- 
tnal  payment ;  but  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  a  year,  to  be  charged  from  the  date  of  pnr- 
chase,  onanypartof  the  purchase-money  which 
shall  not  have  been  paid  at  the  time,  reepeo- 
tively,  when  the  same  shall  have  become  doe. 

4th.  A  diaconnt  at  the  rate  c^  eight  per  cent 
a  year,  to  be  allowed  on  any  of  the  three  lost 
payments,  which  shall  be  paid  before  the  ^t"" 
shall  have  become  dne. 

fith.  If  any  tract  shall  not  be  completely  paid 
for  within  one  year  after  the  date  of  the  last 
payment,  the  tract  to  be  sold  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  provided  by  law ;  and  after  paying 


the  balance  due  to  the  United  States,  including 
interest,  the  surplus,  if  any,  to  be  retoraed  to 
the  original  porch aaer. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brongbt  fn, 

Fursnant  to  the  said  resolaUons ;  and  that  Mr. 
[akbibox,  Mr.  Bbaox,  Hr,  Gobdoit,  Mr.  Datu 
Mr.  Ltmak,  and  Mr.  Giij.ATra,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  some. 

Tuiso^T,  FebntorySS. 
Ca»e  of  Jonathan  Sebbmt. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Message  of  the 
Pszeinairr  respecting  Jonathan  Robbiiu,  ash<wt 
debate  took  place  whether  the  committee  should 
take  up  the  bn^ness  of  the  reeolntion  first  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Bxtakd,  or  those  snbaeqnentlv 
offered  by  Mr.  LtvnrosroN.  Mr.  Bitaxd  seemed 
inclined  to  withdraw  his  motion,  bnt  the  com- 
mittee seeming  of  opinion  that  l>oth  resolntiou 
were  within  thwr  jurisdiction,  and  that  they 
might  proceed  on  either,  the  question  was  takea 
whether  the  committee  would  proceed  on  the 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Iitibosiob  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative.*  Messrs.  Batabd,  Butldms, 
Otis,  &a.,  voting  in  favor  of  the  qnestion,  and 
Messrs.  LJvraoBTON,  Niohous,  Jec,  against  it. 

Mr.  LrviHosTON  then  entered  npon  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  resolutions  which  he  bad 
some  days  before  submitted  to  the  House,  and 
whidi  now  were  taken  up.  Soon  after  he  began 
the  discnstdon,  he  was  proceeding  to  read  a  de- 
poeitjon  of  Jonathan  Robhina,  and  certificate* 
accompanying  the  same,  to  prove  himself  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  In  which  the  de- 
ponent swore,  before  the  court  of  Eonth  Oaro- 
lina,  that  he  was  bom  at  Danbmy  in  tike  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  that  he  was  impressed  from 
on  board  the  AmericAi  brig  Betsey,  by  tbe 
crew  of  the  British  frigate^ .  about  two  yean 
before,  where  he  was  det^ed  contrary  to  bis 
will  nntil  the  mutiny  oocnrred. 

Ur.  Batabd  opposed  the  refereoee  to  a  ftet  so 
incompetently  autbentioated  as  the  report  of  a 
case  upon  newsp^ter  testimony  espeddly  when, 
if  it  had  been  the  dedre  of  the  gentleman  to 
hare  introdnoed  it  as  evidence,  !t  was  extreme- 
ly eaqr  to  have  procured  the  reoord  of  die  eonrt 
before  he  proceeded  on  his  allegatiiMMi    If  tach 


•  Thblri 
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ftoma*  fttonai  to  tt»  oppomtaU  af  1^  PrMtfaat; 
■Dd  txddN  iiTlB«  tlwm  a*  sdTutta*  of  tba  ddk^ra, 
fmptdtd  a»  Hppcvtan  ti  Ur-  Urlaaitoa'i  Bgtka  «ttb 
pnUnilnu7  ud  aitrtiKki  qneitlaDa  kom  lb*  itan.  II  vM 
■  grot  putf  qaHtlso  In  Ita  d^,  mnd  kaftm  tba  pMp** 
oUfdf  t(m»d  upoD  the  polst  that  BaMlM  wu  u  »—l 
cu  dUUB,  trUla  la  Cony  thil  pslat  ni  flvu  Bf,  ■■< 
th>  debstt  tun^  upon  \ht  1<«(I  ilcbt  et  Iha  PnMMt  M 
■dTlH  tha  Jndga  to  (It*  up  tin  bub,  sad  mfnUlT  to  glr- 
lughlm  np  irttlioBt  tiTl^  Ui  cUm  to  Anataa  ttOMW 
■Up.  TlHnigli  nuda,  tn  tlii  mlB,  ■  partj  qBaaOga,  tt  via 
not  ullnlr  (s  lo  til*  tdIs,  aiBj  of  tlM  if  iwr  nUiV 
wlththal*dsnliii«iibi»liijiiidaiBtkB«ri[r.  A^BB  tt 
wM  III  thil  dalMta  Uiat  tba  (alt 
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niddDee  aa  Hob  y/ee  to  be  admitted,  other  and 
nrhua  more  importaat  evidence  mi^ht  next  be 
utroaacad  to  impose  on  tbe  committee.  Be- 
fides,  it  cert^nlj  mnet  be  looked  upon  as  ex 
porti  evidence,  vbich  it  was  iniposdble  to  repel. 
Mr.  B.  inbmitted  to  tbe  Choir  whether  it  would 
ti«  in  order  to  admit  any  fresh  evideace  to  enp- 
port  the  reaolatioDS,  when  all  the  docamenta 
Thioh  had  been  asked  for,  and  which  had  oonie 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Ezeentive,  had  been 
nbmitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Gaixath),  od  the  qnestion  of  order,  con- 
\miti  for  the  admlBsion :  this  docnment,  he 
mi,  was  referred  to  ss  authentic,  in  his  letter. 
He  says,  "  That,  bj  the  proceedings  before  that 
Jsd^  (Bee,)  as  thej  hare  been  pnbllBhed,  it 
ippears  that  a  seaman  named  Thomas  Nash 
did  uanme  the  name  of  Jonathan  Robbina,  and 
mike  oath  that  he  was  a  native  of  the  State  of 
OonnacticQt,"  &o.  Certainly  it  cannot  be 
deemed  improper  to  refer  to  the  identical  docn- 
mant  there  mentioned.  If  it  was  proper  for  the 
SecTetarjr  of  Btat«  to  make  the  ajlnsion,  tbe 
House  (xmld  take  it  np  onder  the  same  idea. 
He  did  not  think  It  was  introdnoed  oa  eridence 
it^n  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dakx  said  he  was  verj  sorry  the  gentle- 
man  bad  been  interrupted ;  he  conld  not  think 
(rfadmittiDK  it  a*  evidenoe,  bnt  the  gentleman 
mi^t  read  it  ae  part  of  his  speech,  which  per- 
htft  might  otherwise  have  a  chasm  in  it. 

Mr.  I^mifiaToir  said  he  did  wish  to  read  this 
paper  as  part  of  his  eMecb ;  and  he  believed  it 
a  very  material  part,  becanse  it  was  a  jostifica- 
tkn  of  a  ptnnt  wtiicb  he  wished  to  establish ; 
he  wished  to  show  the  comnuttee  that  Jona- 
than Bobbins  claimed  to  tie  an  American  citi- 
fen,  and  that  he  said  he  was  impressed.  This 
be  swore  to  in  court ;  and  that  be  did  so,  he 
hoped  woold  be  admitted.  He  said  he  onlv  in. 
trodnced  it  with  this  view.  Sorely  he  could  not 
be  BO  far  mistaken  in  his  law  knowledge  as  to 
be  thonght  to  have  said  that  the  cDlprit  could 
be  evidence  in  bis  own  behalf.  If  he  did  tay 
be  was  a  citizen,  then  the  matter,  upon  eiami- 
aation,  most  appear  more  serioDs  uao  gentle- 
men wontd  be  willing  to  think, 

Mr.  Batakd  had  no  doolA  bnt  it  waa  the  gen- 
tlman's  intention  to  Impresa  tbe  fi»ce  of  the 
facts  contained  in  that  paper  apon  the  minds  of 
that  committee ;  and  to  sappose  it  wonld  have 
Bo  impreadon  wonld  be  absurd.  It  wonld  af- 
terwards be  eaid  that  this  man  was  admitted  to 
be  an  imptcaaed  American  citizen,  and  that  he 
*aa  praiseworthy  in  committing  what  wonld 
then  be  called  the  homicide,  l^e  deciaon  of 
tbe  committee  woold  Be  much  affected,  he  said, 
by  the  kind  of  evidence  which  was  adduced. 
If  this  was  admitted,  it  woold  be  impoeeible  to 
*Kcrtain  the  extent  of  the  principle.  Other 
'^K>9itiong  may  l>e  prodaced — indeed,  he  bad 
Do  donbt  bat  the  gentleman  could  get  proof  to 
*»y  point  which  he  mifht  think  it  material  to 
■•certain.  In  saying  this,  he  did  not  mean  to 
°>aii»uUe  that  any  improper  atepe  wonld  be  taken 
*'7  that  gentlenutD,  tat  theia  wore  volonteers 


enough  to  be  found  who  wonld  step  forward  in 
order  to  answer  a  party  porpose,  and  mate  oath 
of  any  thing. 

Ur.  LtvnroaioH  anpposed  he  ahoold  increase 
the  astonishment  of  gentlemen  still  more  when 
he  declared  that  he  did  not  believe  a  word  of 
the  affidavit:  bat  he  believed  Nash  was  an 
Irishman,  and  that  he  entered  on  board  and 
committed  all  tbe  crimee  charged  to  bim.  It 
was  clear  that  this  affidavit  conld  not  be  evi- 
dence. In  admitting  this,  he  believed  he  did 
not  snrrender  one  point  of  the  resolotions ;  he 
ehonld  prove  that  all  which  he  wished  tooscer- 
t^  was  that  snch  claim  was  made  to  the  coort. 

Mr.  Batasd  asked  where  could  tie  the  ne- 
cessity of  proving  a  &ct  which  evei7  member 
of  the  House  was  willing  to  admit.  All  ac- 
knowledged that  Nash  claimed  to  be  an  Ameri- 
can citizen ;  but  perhaps  the  wish  of  the  gen- 
tleman was  to  have  additional  light  on  this  sub- 
ject, on  which  account  he  introdnced  the  depo- 
dtion.  Bnt,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  willing  only 
to  proceed  npon  what  ti>e  Honse  knew  &om 
the  docnments  before  them,  and  m>t  take  a  step 
on  precarioHB  ground.  It  must  be  well  known 
what  the  gentleman  wanted  to  get  this  admis- 
sion for;  he  no  doubt  wished  to  prove  that, 
upon  his  own  mere  suggestion,  he  was  an  Ame- 
rican citizen,  and  that  he  was  impreesed — he 
was  entitled  to  a  trial  by  Jory  in  this  conntry, 
and  on  that  account  the  act  of  sending  him 
away  was  nnconstitntionaL  This  wonld  lead 
to  an  ext«nBive  field  of  argument-  If  there  wai 
any  lieceasity  for  more  evidence,  or  to  oaU  wit- 
nesses to  the  bar  of  the  Honse,  let  proper  mea- 
sures be  taken  to  procnre  them,  bnt  let  them 
not  come  forward  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Daux  read  the  reeolution  first  offered  to- 
tlie  Honse  for  a  call  for  papers  relative  t» 
Jonathan  Bobbins ;  this  was  answered,  he  said, 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  no  requisition  or 
proceedings  had  been  had  in  that  name ;  bnt  he 
preenmed  allodon  was  made  to  the  case  of 
Thomas  Naah,  concerning  whom  proceedings 
were  had  in  the  District  Court  of  Soath  Carolina ; 
in  that  way,  and  that  only,  the  Secretary  mode 
reference  to  the  printed  report  In  this  blun- 
dering way,  Ur.  IJ.  said,  tbehusiness  was  began, 
^e  was  c^ed  to  order.]  In  addition  to  this, 
he  said,  the  proceedings  of  gentlemen  were 
erroneons;  bnt,  notwithstanding  that,  Mr.  D. 
add,  he  woold  gratify  the  fbdings  of  the  gentle- 
man, as  far  as  his  vote  wonld  go,  for  him  to 
read  it,  bnt  only  as  part  of  hw  speech.  No  . 
donbt  be  wished  to  support  some  point  of  hifl 
argnment  by  it,  and  in  tnat  view  he  had  a  right 
to  read  it;  bnt  tiiat  it  was  evidence,  he  denied. 

The  Chaikub  having  st«t«d  bis  reasona, 
condnded  with  an  opinion  that  the  member 
conld  not  proceed  to  read  the  affidavit. 

Mr.  GiLLiTiN  appealed  to  the  C(«Dmittea 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair ;  when  there  ap- 
peared 80  in  &vor  of  the  decision^  and  48 
against  it. 

At  this  point  the  wmmfttee  iom,  and  had 
I  leave  to  tit  agi^ 
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WEBBTODiT,  Febmary  26. 
Catt  qf  Jonathan  Sobbini, 
Mr.  Datis  moved  that  the  Oommitt«e  of  the 
whole  House  he  dischargud  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  proposed  b;  Mr, 
IxmoBTON  and  Mr.  Batabd,  on  the  afiair  of 
Jonathan  Robbins.  The  small  ^rogreea,  Mr.  D. 
atuH,  which  was  made  jeaterday  in  the  discns- 
riOD,  fnlW  convinced  his  mind  that  nothing  at 
all  would  be  done  in  it ;  beddes,  were  he  con- 
Tinced  that  the  snbject  woold  be  impartialW 
condncted,  he  did  not  hnow  of  anj  posrable 
good  that  conld  arise  frnm  the  adoption  of  the 
reeolutions.  If  there  had  been  any  error  in  the 
prooeedince  of  the  Eieontive,  he  oonoeived  that 
error  woud  correot  itself.  If  there  was  an  tm- 
proper  interference,  be  was  certain  it  oonld  not 
nave  arieen  from  improper  motives,  and  there- 
fbre  be  unoerely  hoped  he  shoold  not  be  called 
opOD  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  snbject.  Nor, 
OD  the  other  hand,  was  he  at  all  prepared  to 
compliment  the  Eiecnttve,  or  any  officer  of  the 
GoverDioent,  for  having  done  what  he  thonsht 
to  be  right.  If  he  had  done  right,  it  was  ais 
dnty.  He  did  not  think  it  of  any  great  impor- 
tance ;  but,  most  aaeoredly,  if  the  argument  was 
extended,  it  would  be  made  a  case  of  maoh  im- 
portance. It  was  better,  however,  to  let  the 
case  of  Jonathan  Bobbins  sleep  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  where  it  then  was.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  criminate,  nor  was  he  prepared 
to  appland. 

1&,  BijnwLPH  Bud,  that  no  gentleman  had 
a  hi^er  respect  for  the  motives  (kT  the  gentleman 
ftom  Kentucky  than  himself;  bat,  however 
disagreeable  it  night  be,  he  most  differ  from 
him  in  his  present  tipiniou.  He  realty  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  reoon^er  the  motion  he 
had  made,  and  not  stop  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  in  this  early  stage  of  the  banness. 
If  there  were  any  defects  in  the  papers,  and 
their  anthentioity  was  questionable,  it  jnnat  not 
arise  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  bat 
from  those  whose  dnty  it  was  to  furnish  all  the 
facts  relative  to  the  aalgeot.  He  was  obliged 
read  a  printed  p^ter,  beeause  those  with  whom 
the  antnoritative  copies  are,  have  not  thonght 
proper  to  famish  the  Eonse  with  them.  He 
noped,  if  a  stop  was  pnt  to  the  proceedings,  it 
would  not  be  to  disdiarge  the  committee,  bat 
to  call  for  aatbentie  copies  of  all  the  papers 
within  the  reacli  of  the  Government.  It  "  ' 
.  be  acknowledged  that  the  man  whose  cas- 
House  are  coosideriog  did  put  in  his  claims  to 
citizenship,  and  to  the  protection  of  his  conntir 
on  that  aceount  If  that  acknowledgment  is 
refbaed  on  accoant  of  the  paper  which  has  been 
prodaced  tiein^  a  newspaper,  reference  mnst  l>e 
made  to  what  is  wittiin  the  reach  of  the  House 
— more  authentic  papers. 

Mr.  H,  Lbb  considered  the  motion  wonid 
have  the  oooiplete  effect  any  gentleman  coald 
wish  whose  desire  it  was  to  reprobate  the  con- 
duct lof  the  Administration  of  our  Gnvemment. 
How  contd  the  motioo  b«  neoeeury-^ow  be 


usefolt  If  they  were  to  ask  more  evidence 
■ud  Mr.  L^  I  wonld  vote  for  it  to  be  prodnced; 
they  have  brought  the  subject  before  the  Hoim 
— let  us  see  it  in  the  pnreet  colore  which  )t  can 
be  placed  in.  We  are  ready  to  meet  tliem  here; 
are  willing  they  should  have  every  evidence 
t  eon  l>e  obtdned  to  elucidate  their  charge; 
but  let  not  the  Eiecntive  be  himg  np  to  r«> 
proaoh  without  a  trial ;  let  not  sa^icion  be 
encouraged,  which  mnst  have  all  the  effects  <rf 
a  Enhstantiated  cliorge.  -  I  wish  them  to  go  oa 
with  the  discusaion,  that  all  the  troth  may  be 
disclosed,  and  every  fkir  light  be  given  which 
the  case  will  bear ;  for  now  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  their  eyee  fixed  npon  oar 
proceedings  on  this  important  qaostioD. 

Mr.  Maooh  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  If 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  not  to  ba  dis- 
charged, he  hoped  at  least  the  snlject  would  ba 
postponed  till  the  pnblio  bn^nees  of  the  sessioii 
was  over ;  there  were  many  public  bills,  he  esid, 
that  mnst  be  paxsed.  The  Hooae  waa  oalled 
upon  to  Judge  with  almost  no  testimony,  and 
yet  open  this  uncertain  groand,  perhapeawhola 
week  misht  be  spent  of  the  most  precioos  time 
of  the  Hoose ;  for  if  the  Honse  was  to  rise  at 
the  time  TirM>oeed,  the  loss  of  ttds  time  wovU 
certainly  oe  fait. 

As  to  the  impression  It  wonld  leave  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  they  had  as  many  Acts  to 
Judge  from  as  the  Honee,  and  Uiey  certainly 
wonld  fbrm  an  opinion,  whether  the  House  did 
so,  or  not.  Gentlemen  .were  very  much  mis- 
taken, he  sud,  if  they  undertook  to  lead  the 
people ;  they  would  think,  and  they  wonld  shoe 
what  their  Judgment  was  when  a  proper  time 
came  for  that  purpose.  The  time  the  pende 
would  take  to  show  their  approbation  or  dis- 
approbation of  the  measures  ot  iitt  Admini^ia- 
tion  was  at  elections,  and  them  they  woold  do  it. 

Hr.  Daka.  was  against  the  poetponement  at 
the  sulfjeot,  or  the  rising  (tf  the  committee.  It 
was  to  be  recollected  that  the  boaioess  had 
assnmed  its  present  shape  only  in  conaeqcienoe 
of  the  £eal  of  the  gentleman  fimn  New  York, 
and  his  coadjntora,  to  censore  the  Ezeentive. 
On  the  7th  of  February,  it  was  committed  to 
the  whole  Hooae ;  contraiy  to  the  opinion  OCi 
aamher  of  gentlemen,  who  wished  the  beta 
'    'est%ited  by  a  select  committee;  Ihirteea 


an  inquiry  into  the  oondnct  of  the  Execntive^ 
but  expressive  of  the  most  pungent  cetMnrenpca 
bis  conduct  These  resolntions  were  proiIiK«d 
npon  the  papers  which,  at  the  desre  of  those 
gentlemen,  were  submitted  to  the  Hcose.  Tbe 
only  queetion  then,  is,  Do  the  papers  upon 
which  those  resolutions  are  predicated  ranvnt 
the  ceusaro  contained  in  them,  or  not  1 — It  cer> 
tainly  wonld  be  a  high  reproach  to  the  vei^ 
idea  of  a  pnbUo  inquisition  to  admit  mcv^  evi- 
denoe  upon  those  grounds.  Still,  bowevor,  te 
gentlemen  go  on  in  their  heterogeueosa  pr»- 
ceedings,  the  House  woold  have  the  wiedain 
Justly  to  appredate  the  various  attempts  mad* 
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to  olear  themselveB  of  a  predicaineiit  in  which 
tbeir  OTer-ardaoos  attempta  to  censnro  bad 
tlirovD  them. 

Hi.  LintiasToii  conceived  it  hie  dnt;  to  an- 
swer  the  ohserratioDS  of  the  genfleman  from 
CoDnectlcQt,  (Mr,  Dana,)  as  to  the  resolutions 
being  founded  npon  the  facts  then  before  the 
BoDW.  He  did  not  think  the  facU  were  pre- 
OKljsnfficient  to  warrant  every  idea  contatued 
In  the  nsolations.  When  the  original  call  for 
papera  was  agreed  to  hj  the  Eonse,  he  had 
itiypeA  that  something  more  aathentio  than 
newspaper  testimony  would  have  been  referred 
to  bj  the  EiecuUve ',  and  npon  that  he  was  now 
compelled  to  act,  if  at  aU.  The  gentleman  has 
nid  that  my  zeal  and  that  of  my  coadjntora,  to 
censare  the  Executive,  has  bronght  ns  into  this 
ntnatioD.  Who,  sir,  I  woald  ask  the  gentle- 
min,  aremy  coa^ntoTB?  That  gentleman  him- 
self  wia  my  coa^ntor,  and  every  gentleman  in 
the  House,  becanse  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
The  Eonse  directed  the  inquiry,  and  every  gen- 
llemaa  must  therefore  take  the  harden,  in  part, 
with  me. 

ib.  Craik  sai^  that  very  early  in  this  buai- 
neis  he  thongfat  the  Hoose  were  entering  into  it 
Teij  improperly,  either  having  nothing  at  all  to 
&  with  it,  or  else  taldng  wrong  measures,  if 
tliey  had;  he  thought  tLen,  and  was  yet  of 
opinion,  that  if  the  object  was  to  impeach  the 
msident,  measures  ought  to  have  been  taken 
swonliDgly.  He  never  did  look  upon  the 
Honse  of  Bepreaentatires  as  having  either  the 
power  to  censnre  or  to  approl)ate  the  oondact 
of  tlie  Execative,  and,  therefore  he  eqoaUy 
disapproved  of  the  resolutions  of  the  gentlemen 
from  New  York  and  Delaware;  and,  upon  that 
grognd,  he  felt  strood^  inclined  to  vote  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for  giving  the 
wfaoie  subject  the  go  by,  and  getting  dear  of  it 
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.  _LiitPBR  agreed  with  the  gentleman,  that 
it  would  be  folly  for  the  House  to  spend  time 
in  DgelesB  disccasian,  which  could  lead  to 
decision ;  bnt,  viewing  this  resolation  as  he  ( 
be  most  conclude  it  of  more  importance; 
tLoaght  it  the  direct  road  to  an  rnipeschment 
of  tlM  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States,  and, 
if  M,  snretv  it  mnst  appear  important.  The 
leaolntioi)  declared,  in  express  terms,  that  the 
£iecDtivebad  exerdsed  unconstitutional  powers 
—one  of  the  most  dangerous  crimes  that  he 
could  commit.  If  he  had  so  exercised  his  [>ower, 
the  inevitable  consequence  must  be,  that  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  States  most  be  im- 
peached by  this  House.  Then,  how  could  any 
gentleman  say  this  wb;i  a  trifling  question,  and 
one  with  which  the  House  had  nothing  at  all 
todof     Certiunly  no  question         '^  -    " 

portanL 

Mr.  Rtitlkdox  regretted  that  he  conld  not 
JMnwIthhisfHendftomUaTyland,(Mr.  Obaix,) 
ID  thinldng  this  consideration  useless ;  he  l>e- 
lieved  the  attention  of  the  people  had  been 
(ailed  to  view  tUa  subject,  and  they  were  snx- 
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Neither  did  he  think,  with  bis  honorable  friend, 
that  the  Eouse  bad  nothing  to  do  with  it,  b«- 
oause  no  impeachment  conld  grow  out  of  it.  It 
was  impos^ble  to  say  what  the  gentleman  me- 
ditated in  his  resolutions,  but  one  thing  was 
certain,  if  the  gentleman  has  wished  to  promote 
~~  impeachmeot,  he  oonld  not  have  taken  a 
re  direct  means  for  it,  if  the  resointiona 
should  be  carried. 

Mr.  BJTonELL  thought  no  good  conld  arise 
ftom  the  investigBtioQ  of  this  subject,  because 
not  know  what  was  to  l>e  done  in  it,  let 
the  deci^on  be  what  it  might.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Eabpbb)  wished  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  every 
part  of  the  resolution  was  bnilt  on  fidse  gTonna, 
Zvery  eentleman  in  the  House  was  not  so  fond 
of  BpeakinK  nor  of  hearing  as  waa  that  gentle- 
man, and  ne  hoped,  merely  on  that  account 
that  the  Honse  woa.d  not  spend  time  on  what 
^in  his  opinion)  could  not  possibly  lead  to  im- 
peachment. What  effect  could  a  discuseioii 
have,  but  to  show  the  world  that  there  were 
partit*  in  the  House,  and  te  raise  a  rancorous 
disposition  F  He  did  not  know  what  there  waa 
in  the  resolation  that  conld  lead  to  an  impeach- 
ment, nor  did  he  know  what  the  House,  in 
their  censorial  capacity,  had  to  do  but  to  im- 
peach. He  believed  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
House  to  applaud.  In  short,  he  aid  not  think 
they  had  any  thing  to  do  wiUi  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  discussion  would 
proceed.  Although  there  might  not  be  snffl- 
cient  RTonnd  on  which  to  impeach  the  £ieou- 
tive,  ne  oonld  not  agree  that,  therefore,  no 
inqnu^  ought  to  be  made  into  bis  conduct ;  there 
might  be  an  error  in  his  conduct,  and  yet  no 
impeachment' be  necessary  to  be  raised  oat  of 
it;  and,  if  so,  it  would  be  extremely  wrong  to 
suffer  it  to  go  ont  to  the  world  without  a  ded- 
sion,  after  the  subject  had  once  been  taken  up 
by  the  House.  Where  there  might  be  no  bad 
intention  or  wicked  design,  the  action  misbt  be 
of  a  dangerons  tendency,  and  proper  to  be  in- 
quired into,  in  order  to  express  an  opinion  there- 
upon. Ur.  N.  said  he  was  well  pleased  that 
his  opinion,  that  the  motion  ought  to  be  nega- 
tived, accorded  with  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  I>eaaufie  it  would  afford 
hira  an  opportunity  of  showing  what  he  said  he 
could  show. 

Mr.  BATARDhad  do  doubt  of  the  competency 
of  the  House  dtber  to  impeach,  to  censure,  or 
to  approbate  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  and 
of  course  both  the  reeoluUons  were  in  their 

Several  gentlemen  had  intimated  that  the 
authentic  evidence  and  the  whole  of  the  docn- 
ments  were  not  before  the  House,  and  that  the 
Ezecntive  Department  waa  to  blame  for  the 
deficiency.  It  appeared  that  the  gentleman 
himself  had  forgotten  the  import  of  bis  resolu- 
tion ',  it  called  for  such  documents  as  mi^t  be 
in  possession  of  the  Department  of  State.  Now, 
what  could  poarihly  be  in  posseauon  of  that 


ioosly  looking  tar  a  deasion  in  some  way,  |  Department  f     The  President  of  the  United  >^ 
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States  hoi  hia  dntiea  to  perform,  and  the  Judge 
of  the  district  his  daties ;  each  hod  their  separate 
doonmenta;  and,  aa  neither  interfered  with 
the  other,  therefore,  it  conld  not  be  expected 
to  be  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  farniali 
the  papers  belonging  to  the  conns  of  South 
Carolina,  any  farther  than  they  came  within 
the  Joint  dnties  of  both.  Agreeably  to  treaty, 
the  British  Ooasal  made  a  reqnisition  for  the 
person;  a  copy  of  this,  and  the  aoveral  letters 
and  instrnctiong,  were  sent  to  the  Honse,  but  it 
waa  not  in  the  power  of  the  Execotive  to  order 
the  Jndge  to  famish  him  with  a  record  of  the 
prooeedinga ;  he  waa  not  bound  to  fiimiah 
the  President  had  called  for  It,  and  no  donbt 
be  had  fomiahed  the  Honse  with  every  paper 
hia  poasessioD. 

Mr.  Ortii  aii,  when  first  the  motion  w 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Eentnoky,  he  felt 
for  a  moment  inclined  to  lean  to  It ;  the  motires 
of  that  gentleman  appeared  to  be  so  candid  and 
liberal  that,  for  the  moment,  Mr,  0.  confessed, 
hia  feelings  got  the  better  of  his  reason.  Bnt  a 
short  reflection  induced  him  to  change  an  opin- 
ion thus  hastily  formed,  and  he  felt  satined 
that  to  vote  with  him,  would  be  to  display,  la 
the  condnot  of  Kontlomen  who  wished  to  anp- 
port  the  Administration  of  this  conntry,  w 
than  censnre.  He  Joined  that  gentlema 
regret  that  it  had  gone  ao  far,  bnt  certainly  it 
Tas  a  snbjeot  of  the  most  irritating  natnre  pos- 
sible :  a  cnarge  the  moat  serions ;  a  breach  of 
law  by  the  Eiecntive  Mag^rate,  who  is  bonnd 
to  anpport  it  and  see  it  carried  into  effect.  It 
Is  certainly  a  charge  of  mnch  Importance^  and 
however  disagreeable  it  might  feel  to  him,  Kr. 
O.  said,  be  mnst  vote  that  every  argoment 
•honld  be  naed  that  oonld  poasihly  tend  to  sab' 
■tantiate  the  chai^  that  nothing  of  troth  might 
be  hidden. 

Hr.  O.  said  he  did  not  know  to  what  pc^ts 
the  evidence  reqoired  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  coald  apply,  except  it  waa  to  that 
of  bb  being  an  American  dtizen,  and  of  his  be- 
ing impressed.  An  affidavit  waa  prodnced  to 
prove  these  facts,  bnt  it  would  be  found  from 
an  examination  of  the  documents  that  nothing 
relating  to  those  points  was  in  tiie  office  of  t2ie 
Department  of  State  ;  fbr  the  date  of  the  affi- 
davit of  Bobbins  is  the  2Sth  of  July,  bnt  the 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  bears  date  the 
6th  of  Jnna  so  that  no  papers  as  to  Iiig  d&im 
can  be  in  the  posaeseion  of  that  department. 
JIt.  O.  thought  the  documents  before  the  House 
oontuned  every  thing  that  was  important  to  the 
point 

Hr.  Obut  was  sorn  that  gentlemen  who  ad- 
vocated this  motiMi  shonld  he  charged  with  an 
opporititm  to  the  administration  ot  Govem- 
ment ;  he  believed  Ui  conduct  had  heretofore 
svinoed  a  different  line  of  oonduct  He  still 
denied  that  the  mode  taken  by  the  resolation 
oonld  lead  to  impeachmeuL  It  certainly  did 
contain  a  very  great  censure,  and  one  which 
the  Honse  had  no  authority  to  inflict. 

Hr,  OALu.Tnr  oonaidered  the  motion  to  be 


grounded  on  two  ideas-  that  there  was  not 
sufficient  foundation  for  the  House  to  act  apoD, 
and  therefore  that  it  was  necesury  to  discharge 
the  committee,  or  postpone  thesabjeet  fbriraiit 
of  farther  evidence. 

It  is  clear,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  the  evideote  ii 
not  anfBcient  to  impeach  the  District  Judf!«  ot 
South  Oarolina.  If  an  impeaobment  of  him 
waa  the  object,  it  wonld  be  Impossible  to  carry 
it  forward  without  an  anthoritative  copy  of  the 
record  of  the  conrt ;  bnt  if  there  was  no  in(eii> 
tion  to  impeach,  he  did  not  think  there  tbi 
any  material  evidence  wanted  in  order  to  deei(l« 
nnon  the  reeolnL'.in,  since  it  only  meant  id  iin- 
plication  of  cenanr«  apon  the  Executive  and  tlM 
District  Judge,  and  not  impeachment. 

Ur.  0.  Weed  there  waa  at  flnt  right  soma 
weight  In  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Uaryland,  (Mr.  Cbjus,)  thai  i)ie 
House  had  only  a  power  to  impeach  bat  not  to 
oensure ;  but  certainly,  when  it  was  oonsidered 
that  an  act  might  be  committed  without  uy 
ill  motive,  and  yet  the  act  be  ii^nrioDs,  it  could 
not  be  the  subject  of  impeachment,  bnt  itmiiht 
be  of  censure.  The  same  act  committed  wirn  a 
criminal  motive  wonld  be  impeachable,  which 
without  it  wonld  he  of  a  natnre  not  loadmil 
of  it. 

Again:  Mr  O.  thought  that  though  the  Hoois 
might  have  gronnd  whereopon  to  censure,  thn 
ought  not,  at  anv  time ;  but  they  had  eiercisM 
that  power.  They  bad  in  a  nnmber  of  CSM) 
■  >proved  of  the  condnot  of  the  Preadent,  tod 

the  act  of  approbation  had  been  done,  tb«f 
surely  had  as  much  power  to  disapprove  ud 
censure. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  motioa 
to  discharge  the  Oommittee  of  the  Vbde  fron 
the  (briber    oonmderation,    and   negadred— 

10814,  naya  76. 

Thcbsdat,  Febmaij  ST. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Josv  Bion^  1«a 
New  York,  appeared,  prodnood  his  otedfiitiahi 
as  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat. 

Oa»»  <>f  JmatJunt  SMiM. 

Ur.  Datis  said,  as  the  Honse  had  yeatods} 

thought  proper  to  negative  a  propoaJtioa  to  £*• 

charge  the  Oommittee  of  the  Vnole  from  tb« 

ttarther  consideration  of  the  bnaineM,  and  u  ooa 

great  motive  for  that  motion  was  the  iI)ooalp^ 

tency  of  evidence  before  the  House,  and  M  ha 

knew  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Hoom  to  pro- 

cure  that  eridenoe  cy  a  proper  applicaliwi.  b« 

hoped  gentlemen  wonld  nov  indnlge  him  iathe 

adoption  of  the  following,  which  be  moved,  rii : 

Baulved,  That  the  Pr«ndBiit  of  As  Cnittd  SttM 

>rwae«tedto  dirsctllM  profaroOeartQlvhAi* 

Ii  HoQM  a  c<wy  of  the  wooaadii^  of  ^  "^ 

held  in  ths  diitnot  of  Sooth  Carcriins,  ia  tb«  o*  <• 

Tlmnai  Nash,  nUing  Maualf  Jonathan  fioUn*- 

he  was  persuaded,  or  if 
the  gentleman  coidd  otmvinoe  oim  that  th«r* 
waa  any  partionlar  eridenoe  In  the  baodi</*a7 
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e&m  tliat  would  tend  to  throw  sncti  light  as 
to  giva  the  least  explanation  to  the  case,  he  cer- 
I»inlf  woald  be  willing  to  accord  with  the  reeo- 
ktiiHi;  bnt  he  believed  every  neoessarf  foct 
WIS  before  the  Hoiue,  and  this  had  been  ac- 
knowledged bj  several  gentlemen.    If  the  object 
was  to  prove  that  Kaah  was  an  American  oiti- 
teo,  ud  that  be  waa  impressed,  that  oould  not 
be  neceasar;  as  it  respected  the  resolntiooa  of 
the  gentlenum  fWim  New  York,  for  that  gentle- 
10*11  Umself  had  acknowledged  that  he  believed 
nnmich  thing,  bnt  that  the  whole  claim  was 
bbehood.    Woold  the  gentleman,  then,  inform 
tbe  House  what  point  he  wished  to  ascertain,  or 
in  vhat  he  expected  additional  proof!    He 
wished  information,    farther,    who    was    the 
"pniper  officer  "  to  whom  reference  was  ex- 
pected to  be  made.    There  are  bnt  two  officers  at 
>1]  in  view,  one  is  the  Scoretarj  of  State,  the 
other  the  District  Jodge  of  South  Carolina ; 
tlie  Kentlemaa  cocdd  not  suppose  that  the  Jadge 
woiJd  be  able  to  transmit  the  records  of  that 
wart  previona  to  the  adjonmment  of  the  Hoose ; 
ind  if  it  could  be  obtained,  no  evidence  to  the_ 
point  could  be  expected  from  him.    If,  on  the' 
otber  hand,  it  was  meant  to  call  on  the  Seore- 
tary  of  Sute,it  was  not  to  be  expected,  fh>m  the 
nitiire  of  the  case,  that  any  more  docomenta 
were  in  bis  bands  than  those  already  fnmished ; 
be  bad  given  copiea  of  the  correapondenco  and 
requiMtion,  wbiob,  it  might  be  fairly  inferred, 
from  the  natnre  of  his  ofBce,  was  all  of  which  be 
amid  be  poeseesed.     Bnt   if  any  gentleman 
doubted  this  Caot,  he  conld  apply  to  the  office  of 
the  SecretaiT  of  State,  trom  whom  he  could 
procnre  whatever  was  in  his  pOEsesdon. 

Ifitwasthe  intention  of  the  House  to  close 
thit  very  disagreeable  bnsinea  in  the  present 
Nteion,  they  must  native  the  resolation  and 
let  the  discuaaion  go  forward.  The  gentleman 
«ho  brought  forward  the  reeolntion  onght  ta 
htve  been  provided  with  every  document  that 
WIS  neeeBsary  to  support  the  obargee,  before  he 
ntkred  them  to  appear.  However,  be  did  not 
Ihiok  bat  the  genUeman  who  proposed  the  re- 
iolntions  thought  his  groonds  were  qnite  Buffi- 
dent  to  snpport  them. 

Hr.  N10B01.A.B  said  he  always  beUeved  that 
the  testimony  was  incomplete,  bnt  when  he 
beard  a  geDtlemon  get  np  and  mention  particn- 
liT  teAimony  wluchhe  oon^ered  so  important 
that  withont  it  he  shonld  not  know  how  to  votc^ 
vbatever,  'itr,  N.  said,  might  bave  been  his  (bnner 
wtisEKdon  as  to  the  establishment  oftbepointe, 
he  certainly  mast  now  be  inclined  to  grant 
gentlemen  erery  point  of  evidence  that  they 
•boold  think  neoesaory,  if  within  the  reach  of 
tbeHonse. 

One  poxticnJar  piece  of  testimony  had  been 
mentioned,  viz :  that  the  man  had  med  an  affi- 
davit that  be  wa^an  American  citizen  and  was 
impressed  on  board  a  Britiah  man-of-war. 
Coold  any  gentleman  pretend  to  say  that  no  in- 
l^nce  might  be  drawn  from  this  soorce  and 
the  conoomitaot  fkcta  t  The  gentleman  fhiro 
Hew  Yoric  to  be  mre,  had  declared  his  saliabo- 


tion  with  the  facts  that  bad  been  prodnoed  to 
the  Hoose,  bntdidthe  gentleman  from  Delaware 
know  that  this  was  tbe  case  with  any  otha> 
gentleman  in  the  Honsel  That  genUeman'i 
oonclnmons  and  impressions  were  not  to  be 
token  as  the  opinions  of  others,  nor  were  others 
obliged  to  be  satisfied  beoanse  ha  was;  and 
thereforetoccaple  others  in  a  measure  to  which 
they  were  not  privy,  and  to  ascribe  opinions  to 
them  which  they  had  not  expressed,  was  at  least 

Mr.  Dana  thought  this  a  moat  extraordinary 
resolution  indeed?  Was  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  keep 
the  records  of  it?  What  hod  the  President  to 
do  with  tbe  proceedings  of  that  conrtl  It  was 
certainly  a  total  departure  from  all  the  forms  of 


taken  the  sltnation  held  by  the  President,  or 
they  wonld  never  have  made  snch  a  vast  de- 

Cire  from  order  and  propriety  of  proceeding. 
President  is  not  the  public  accuser;  heU 
not  to  be  called  npon  for  papers  with  which  he 
hoanothing  to  do.  When  he  found  gentlemen 
ontra^ng  every  thin^  that  belonged  to  jndioial 
propriety ;  whenhe  tonnd  them  stumbling  into 


t,  and  deporting  totally  from  all 
jorispmdential  propriety,  Mr.  D,  said,  he  could 
not  avoid  rising  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  LiviRSSTON  said  he  did  hope  that  this 
motion  wonld  not  have  been  brought  forward ; 
bnt  as  he  meant  to  vote  in  favor  of  it,  after  hav- 
ing  declared  bissaiisf^tion  with  the  documents, 
OS  snfficient  to  snpport  his  resolutions,  he  should 
be  accused  of  advocating  a  qneetion  of  which  he 
had  before  spoken  apparently  differently,  nnleee 
he  shonld  now  give  his  reasons;  and  lest  he 
should  be  accoaed  of  a  desire  to  keep  alive  a 
calumny  against  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  an  effect  which  had  been  stated,  he  took 
opportnnity  to  answer  tbe  insinuation  by  sajing 
that  he  as  mnch  abhorred  so  mean  a  prindple 

I  any  gentleman  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Mabshau.  said,  it  was  with  no  inconsider- 
ablo  regret  that  he  perceived  so  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House,  which  ought  to  be  devoted 
to  more  beneficial  purposes,  employed  in  prelim- 
inary discussion.  Be  thou^t  that  it  was  im- 
possible the  House  could  agree  to  a  postpone 
ment,  which  the  motion  under  consideration 
must  caaae  when  it  was  reflected  how  much 
timemnst  be  employed  in  procuring  those  papers 
— it  could  not  take  less  than  a  month ;  for  they 
could  only  be  fouivj,  be  wonld  presume  to  say 
in  the  Court  of  the  District  of  South  Carolina : 
it  was  therefore  scarcely  to  be  expected  thai 
they  could  be  obtained  until  just  before  the 
riung  of  the  HotiM,  a  period,  if  they  arrived  b» 
fore  the  House  rose,  too  late  for  their  consider- 

Mr.  Batabd  said  he  could  not  distinguish  be- 
tween tbe  present  motdon  and  one  yeeterd^ 
negatived,  because  it  must  operate  as  a  dischat^ 
npon  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  bnt  the  Secretary  of  State 


dbyGoO^Ie 


L  or  a] 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


[FmoAr 


INKL 


bad  fnrDtshed  all  the  papers  relatiTe  to  the  bosi- 
now  in  his  poesession — indeed,  he  coold  nasared- 
Ij  SS7  BO.  He  s^d  he  held  io  hii  h&nd  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  ftnswer  to  one 
ttnm  an  honorable  member  of  the  House  ioquir- 
tng  whetiier  there  were  any  more  doonments  in 
hfa  <iffic«;  he  answered  that  he  had  no  certified 
oopy  whatever  bnt  those  which  he  had  (nmished 
the  President  with,  from  whom  the;  came  to 
the  Honae.  Gentlemen  mnstthea  perceive  that 
the  mere  operation  of  this  reeolntion  was  an  sb- 
■olate  and  mentable  postponeroent  of  the  bun- 
nesatill  another  session.  Man;  gentlemen,  who 
were  yesterday  ashamed  to  vote  for  a  postpone- 
ment, wonld  now  have  apkusible  cover  for  their 
vote  by  calling  for  additional  proof,  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  the  rewilnijon  of  yesterday; 
and  thns  he  feared  it  woold  have  many  advo- 
cates, bnt,  however  specions  the  pretext  he 
hoped  It  woald  not  be  carried. 

Mr,  RuTLBDOH  oonc^ved  this  motion  to  be 
the  game  as  to  postpone  the  bnsinees.  Fnrther 
information  was  wanted,  and  that  information 
coald  alone  come  from  South  Carolina.  He 
wished  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  wonld 
read  the  resolution  before  he  pressed  his  motion : 
he  would  find  that  the  District  Jadge  was  not 
charged;  no,  it  was  only  a  charge  against  the 
Eieontive ;  there  was  not  a  word  of  irregnlarily 
of  proceeding  In  the  Oonrt,  bnt  the  Eieontive 
was  serionsly  charged. 

Mr.  DiTia  eiplained.  He  edd  his  oltjects 
were  to  have  the  record  in  order  to  see  whethor 
Kobbins  did  produce  a  certificate  that  he  was  an 
American  citizen ;  to  see  a  oopy  of  the  warrant 
by  which  he  was  oommitted ;  and  thirdly,  to 
know  what  stratagem  or  what  proceedings  were 
used  to  take  him  ont  of  the  cognizance  of  the 
Ooart,  where  he  mnst  have  remaned,  If  the 
Prewdent  had  not  interfered.  These  things  he 
wished  to  ascertain,  bnt  that  wonld  be  impossi- 
ble withont  the  oonrt  record, 

Jti.  Bdtlxdox  add,  he  conceived  this  to  be 
tlie  object,  bnt  he  by  no  means  thooght  that  the 
gentleman  wonld  be  satisfied  on  these  points, 
vere  he  to  be  possessed  of  the  record.  The 
eentleman  misht  inqnire  the  reasons  for  the 
Ezeontive  ana  Judicial  oondnot  being  as  It 
was,  bnt  perhaps  he  wonld  not  receive  the  in- 
formation. Every  gentleman  in  the  Honse 
wonld  nnite  their  vote  to  procnre  all  the  testi- 
mony within  their  reach,  bo  as  to  enable  the 
Honae  to  proseonte  the  borineee.  We  know, 
■aid  Ur.  B.,  wliat  monstrona  clamor  has  been 
r^sed  abont  this  bnsinese ;  we  know  that  great 
pains  have  been  taken  to  make  the  people  be- 
Ueve  that  their  fellow-citizen  has  been  torn  from 
his  country ;  that  he  has  been  impressed  into  a 
fbreign  service ;  that  the  treaty  has  been  vi(^ 
lated ;  thst  their  fellow-citicen  has  been  taken 
to  a  foreign  country,  and  there  been  tried  in  a 
somraary  manner  aod  executed.  We  have  been 
told  for  months  past  that  this  bti«neas  wonld  be 
inqnired  into;  we  wish  not  to  avoid  it;  we 
will  by  all  means  in  our  power  assist  it;  we 
h>Te  done  it.     Bome  time  since  papers  were 


asked  for,  we  agreed  with  gentlemen  that  they 
shonld  be  fbrnished;  it  was  done,  and  they  bis 
now  on  yonr  table.  They  have  been  there 
many  days;  so  that  gentlemen  had  eaScient 
time,  long  before  this,  to~hav»  known  whether 
they  were  satisfied  or  not  The  genllemui 
himself  who  bronght  forward  the  resolutions 
affected  to  be  aatisSed,  bnt,  in  oompliaace  with 
the  wish  of  his  friends,  ho  now  wishes  to  post- 
pone it.  We  want  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  de- 
cision, and  BO  far  as  we  can  accommodate  gentle- 
men and  avoid  delay  we  will  do  it.    - 

Mr.  NionoLSOH  rose  to  correct  what  he  con- 
sidered a  mistake  in  the  gentleman  last  up, 
(Mr.  KoTLSDOC,)  when  he  said  that  the  Execu- 
tive only  was  implicated  in  the  resolutions;  he 
conceived  that  the  District  Jndge  of  South  Caro- 
lina was  implicated,  and  that  the  papers  of  that 
oonrt  were  necessary  to  eiambo  the  condact  of 
thatjadge.  He  read  the  reeolntion,  andcon- 
tended  that  his  deduction  was  accnrate.  Mr. 
N.  Bsid  he  wanted  to  know  whether  the  District 
Judge  of  South  Carolina  had  committed  this 
^sn  for  trial ;  this  wonld  appear  or  be  dis- 
proved by  the  warrant 

That  the  Preeident  of  the  United  Slates 
was  not  to  be  considered  as  the  servant  of  that 
Honse,  he  was  willing  to  admit,  bat  he  did  not 
think  that  the  President  might,  with  pw^riety, 
apply  to  the  Jndge  of  the  district  for  the  doon- 
ments of  the  conrt ;  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  President  would  object  to  make  the  appli- 
cation. However,  the  object  he  presumed  wu 
to  procure  the  papers,  no  matter  from  whom; 
that  being  the  object,  he  hoped  the  mover  at 
the  resolution  would  withdraw  it,  in  order  to 
accommodate  it  more  to  the  feelings  of  some 
members  in  the  House,  by  adopting  scxnelhing 
like  the  following ; 


the  District  Court  at  Sooth  Cuoliua,  sopiei,  nsdM 
mbI,  of  the  pniceediDgi  of  tbst  omit,  tof^dter  vith 
the  evideiice  prodacsd  ia  the  oan  reUtive  to  Ibc  t*- 
qniation  for  Thomu  Nuh,  alias  JuiBthu  KobtuBi, 
who  was  delivered  Io  His  Brilaiuiia  ISijtttft  CcanL 

Mr.  Davis  withdrew  his  reeolntion,  and  Ur. 
Nicholas  inoved  the  enbstitute,  wUeh  was  W 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Harpkb  moved  a  postaonement  (rfthia 
resolntion  to  this  day  week.  The  object  of  the 
resolution  which  was  before  the  Oommittee  ec 
the  Whole  was  twofold — &  charge  on  the  Pra^ 
ident,  and  a  charge  on  the  District  Jndge.  60 
much  as  related  to  the  Preeident  of  the  Uaitad 
States,  it  was  manifest  that  the  testinxmy 
called  for  by  this  reeolntion  oonld  have  no  eSM 
whatever  upon  him,  becanse  he- left  the  wbol* 
to  the  judge.  The  Preeidflnt  went  no  ftirther 
than  to  deelare  that  if  it  ehonid  appear  thai  the 
acta  committed  by  this  man"  came  within  tbt 
purview  of  the  British  Treaty,  the  man  onriil 
to  be  delivered  np  oonformaSly  to  that  stipnU- 
tion. 

Mr.  NiOKOUB  thoof^t,  with  the  geotkmui 
last  np,  that  if  the  c^  inqniry  was  as  to  th* 
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eondnct  of  the  Prendent,  or  if  the  inquiry  wai 
only  to  respect  the  jndge,  the  pnpers  might  be 
diqMDsed  with ;  but  it  wa*  otherwise — the  con- 
dnot  <tf  both  was  called  forth  to  view  bj  the  re- 
edlations,  but  bow  for  the  oondaot  of  either  may 
ba  r^trehensible,  depended  on  the  testimonj 
which  migbt  appear  before  the  House.  It  waa 
impoesible  to  say  what  the  President  bad  dme 
mitil  tbe  docnments  ehonld  be  seen.  If  gentle- 
men  refosed  the  inquiry  being  made  of  the  oonrt 
in  8otith  CaroliDa,  they,  by  that  act,  made  the 
Freoident  answerable  for  every  part  of  the 
&cta,  which  he  believed  they  vonid  not  pre- 
tend to  do.  He  really  believed  it  extremely 
important  to  know  what  steps  bad  been  taken 
in  this  very  seriona  bnsineas,  to  know  whether 
the  man  was  in  oonrae  f<»'  trial,  and  whether 
the  Presideht  had  acted  in  tlw  hasty  and  i)re- 
xoatnre  manner  wliich  was  etated,  in  delivering 

fiim    up. 

Mr.  Gallatdt  coold  not  help  observing  the 
disporition  which  gentlemen  evinced  of  placing 
the  opinions  and  sensations  expressed  by  one 
geatleman  to  the  acconnt  of  others.  To  ^e  a 
uir  view  of  the  reaolations,  what  did  they 
amoont  to  t  Nothing  more  than  tbe  dednctions 
which  one  man  Iiad  drawn  from  the  message 
sent  to  this  House  by  the  Executive :  these  de- 
dtictions,  in  the  form  of  a  regolation,  he  had 
■nbmittedtothecoDuderaCion  of  the  Committee 
of  tbo  Whole.  Now,  except  it  oonld  be  proved 
tliat  that  gentleman  had  made  all  the  deductions 
of  and  acted  for  every  gentleman,  there  could  be 
no  ground  for  saying  that  every  gentleman 
womd  be  sadsSed,  witbont  the  evidence  which 
might  be  collected  from  the  records  of  the  Dis- 
trict Conrt  of  South  Carolina.  Was  any  gentle- 
man in  the  House  boand  to  be  satisfied,  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  all  the 
&cts  necessary  to  he  known  were  famished  I 
Was  every  gentleman  in  the  Hoose  bound  to 
confine  himself  solely  to  the  resolntiona  before 
tbe  Honse  1  Certainly  not.  It  could  not  be 
denied  tliat  the  evidence  now  reqnired  was  es- 
•Hitial  to  a  fall  investigation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Judge,  who  was  the  prindpal  agent  of  the 
Executive  in  this  case. 

Ur.  H.  Lbk  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
He  would  mention  some  reasons  which  wonld 
induce  him  to  vote  differently  from  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  usoally  had  the  honor  to  vote. 
Conffldering  this  a  qnestion  of  very  great  im- 
portance, not  only  to  tbe  American  people,  and 
to  the  repntation  of  the  House,  bat  also  to  tbe 
hi^y  respectable  character  presiding  over  our 
Government,  he  trosted  the  House  would,  in  its 
whole  process,  be  led  by  principles  so  fair  and 
candid,  aa  ifDt  to  leave  the  least  room  fur  a 
charge  of  derogation  from  its  own  dignity  or  of 
the  great  snliyeot  it  was  discuaeing. 

Be  wonld  voie  for  the  motion  catling  for  the 
papers,  but  he  wonld  do  it  with  an  expectation 
that  it  would  not  postpone  the  discnssion  of  tbe 
bnsinecB  bo  for  as  related  to  the  conduct  of  the 
PVeadent  of  the  United  States.    It  appeared 


that  the  conduct  of  tbe  Presideut,  as. charged, 
waa  fully  before  the  Honse ;  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  therefore  to  proceed  on  it;  but,  as&r 
as  respected  the  judge,  Mr.  L.  trusted  the  re- 
cord of  the  court  would  be  sent,  for  he  thought 
it  but  fair  to  gratify  genOemen  who  con^dered 
there  was  any  material  evidence  wanting. 

Hr.  Vabmch  would  vote  for  the  resolution 
proposed ;  he  thought  it  was  doubtful  whether 
the  President  had  acted  with  propriety  or  not ; 
but  he  believed  if  there  had  been  any  mcidentol 
impropriety  of  conduct;  it  was  never  done  with 
an  evil  design,  nor  with  a  view  to  interfere  with 
any  other  department  of  the  Government  \  bnt 
certainly  to  deny  this  evidence,  whioh  several 
gentlemen  had  stated  to  be  neoeBsary  to  assist 
them  in  making  up  their  minds,  wonld  stamp  s 
censure  on  the  conduct  of  those  officers  as  great 
as  that  containedin  the  resolution.  He  thought 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  bad  a  right  to 
bring  the  nubject  to  the  view  of  the  House.  U 
be  saw  any  proceeding  which  to  him  appeared 
dangerous,  it  was  hia  duty  to  commence  an  in- 
vestigation. No  man  ought  to  flinch  from  what 
lie  thought  right  The  only  way  to  give  public 
satisfaction,  in  a  matter  that  had  so  much  en- 
gaged public  att«ntion,  was  to  give  all  the  evi- 
dence which  oonld  be  procured,  and  let  the 
matter  be  investigated  to  the  bottom;  and, 
most  assnredly,  the  only  way  effectually  to  dear 
the  characters  implicated,  if  they  were  mnocent, 
was  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  desire  of  the 
House  to  scrutinize  their  eondnct.  But,  cer- 
tainly, the  very  great  reluctance  which  gentle- 
men showed  to  procure  all  the  evidence,  and, 
after  all,  their  denial  of  it,  must  leave  E  suspi- 
cion bordering  much  on  guilt. 

Mr.  BiTABD  rose,  in  answer  to  Mr,  Qallaivi 
and  others,  and  observed,  that,  with  respect  to 
Nash  calling  himself  an  American  citizen  before 
that  court,  (on  olyect  which  it  was  desired  to 
prove  by  uiis  o^  for  evidence,)  they  were 
asked  to  admit  the  fact.  Mr.  B.  asked,  would 
these  gentlemen  admit  that  Nash  was  guilty  of 
the  dreadful  murders  committed  on  board  the 
British  frigate  f  Would  they  admit  that  he 
wisely  mode  the  claim  ?  However,  he  had  no 
di^HMition  to  rest  on  that  point.  Another  fact, 
however,  which  it  was  required  to  admit  was  as 
to  ^e  jorisdiction  of  the  court  of  tbe  United 
States  upon  the  case.  Mr.  B.  denied  this,  and 
repeated  the  former  arguments  in  proof  of  his 
opinion.  He  inristed  that  the  whole  arrest  and 
proceeding  was  had  at  the  instanoe  of  the  British 
Consul  and  Minister,  in  proof  of  whioh  ha 
quoted  their  letters.  The  record,  be  said,  coold 
not  possibly  dispense  any  light  to  this  fact ;  the 
record  would  only  give  the  warrant  and  some  of 
the  depositions  first  taken  before  the  judge ;  but 
as  to  the  court  being  designated  where  the  case 
waa  to  be  tried,  be  contended  that  it  was  not 
usual  to  insert  it  in  the  warrant — he  never  saw 
one  so  drawn.  It  was  pos^ble  that  Nash  was 
committed  with  a  view  to  be  delivered  np  to 
tbe  British,  before  the  letter  was  received  by  tlie 
Judge  frmn  the  Pre^dent  j  and  it  was  very  na- 
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sonable  that  the  vhole  prevlona  boBiDMS  was  at 
the  iogtif^tion  of  the  British  agent^  bat  it  was 
impossible  to  prove  that  jarifidiotioii  had  at- 
tached before  the  letter  directing  the  delivery 
to  be  made  was  received. 

Mr,  JoNKB  snid,  that  flndiog  himself^  from  the 
vote  he  was  abnnt  to  (^ve,  implicated  in  tbe 
charge  made  bj  the  gendeman  from  Delaware, 
Qir.  Eatabh,)  that  gentlemen  who  were  7est«r- 
aa;  ashamed  to  vdW  for  the  propo«tioii  to  dis- 
charge tbe  committee  ftom  fiirther  considera- 
tion of  the  Bnbject,  in  general  and  exi  reas  terms, 
because  it  wonld  impl^  a  dietnist  of  the  snffl- 
dency  of  the  ground  on  which  to  sapport  the 
principles  of  the  rasolaticins,  were  now  disposed 
to  effect  the  same  object  by  a  dectnion  which 
would,  in  &Ct,  p)  to  evade  the  question  during 
the  present  session,  he  felt  himself  impelled,  by 
a  respect  for  his  own  conduct,  to  explain  the 
motives  which  wonld  govern  his  vote  on  the 
present  qDestioc.  He  conridered  the  caw  which 
hnd  been  called  into  view  by  the  proposition  of 
the  gentlemaa  fttim  Kew  York,  (Mr.  Lrvnro- 
•TO!),)  as  one  that  involved  in  it  the  deareet  in- 
tereats  and  deepest  conoems  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware 
(Ur.  Batabd)  and  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticnt  (Mr.  Dama)  had  indnlged  themselves  in  the 
most  violent  invectives  and  nsneceasary  abuse 
a^nst  the  nnforttmate,  the  obflonre,  and  insig- 
nificant character,  now  dead,  who  was  the  sub- 
ject of  this  proposition.  On  this  topic  thev  had 
exercised  oil  their  powers  of  pas8ioDst«  decla- 
mation. If  this  was  a  f;rat«fti]  theme  for  the 
employment  of  their  talents,  he  did  not  envy 
thorn  tbe  eiuovment  of  it.  How  that  Und  of 
argument  would  apply  to  the  question,  he  left 
to  the  House  to  determine. 

For  his  part,  Ur.  J.  aaid,  he  deemed  it  totally 
immnterial  whether  the  man  was,  as  they  hod 
declared,  an  Irishman  or  not;  whether  he  was  a 
Tnrlc,  a  Hotl«ntot,  ur  a  native-bom  American, 
if  he  claimed  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and 
prodaced  a  certificate  in  due  form,  under  the 
rignature  of  a  proper  officer,  of  his  citizenship, 
and  that  claim  was  ali^ted  by  the  judge,  orde- 
olared  immaterial,  and  the  foot  not  inquired 
into  of  his  being  a  citizen,  then  he  conceived  the 
safety  of  the  citizens  of  America  to  be  eqnally 
put  in  Jeopardy,  as  if  the  man  had  been  born 
and  raised  in  Charleston,  in  the  circle  of  the 
Judge's  own  acquaintance.  If;  he  asked,  a  dog- 
ger aimed  at  my  breast  by  an  assBwia  in  the 
dark,  should  by  mistake  or  impetnoeity  pierve 
tbe  besom  of  anolber,  wonld  not  tbe  discovery 
of  nich  an  attempt  awaken  alarm,  and  demand 
a  precaation  for  my  Aitnre  safety  t  Oertainlv  it 
would.  So  in  this  cose,  if  ibis  man  claimed  to 
be  a  citizen,  and  wore  about  him  the  legal 
voucher  of  that  claim,  and  if  he  was  told  in  the 
presenoe  of  American  citizens,  "  it  is  of  nc 
portance  whether  you  are,  or  are  not  a  citizen, 
that  is  a  point  of  no  oonoern  in  the  case,"  not- 
withstanding it  may  afterwards  be  found  he  was 
no  citizen,  yet  would  it  equally  involve  the 
safety  of  every  true  citizen  who  migtu  &11  into 
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similar  drcumstancM.  We  may  oongtatulits 
onrselvsfl  that  it  has  not  iallen  on  a  f^Uow-dtiien, 
but  we  onght  still  to  improve  the  lesson  this  case 
has  presented.  Mr.  J.  hoped  that  it  would  be 
improved,  and  that,  atleast,  legislative  provfekma 
would  be  made  to  prevent  this  deeirion  tma 
operating  on  a  dtizen,  if  sadi  a  case  should  oe- 
cur  in  fatnre. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  maticn 
of  Mr.  Habpkb,  to  postpone  the  oonsideraticu  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Nioholbok,  for  a  call  of  the 
record  of  the  District  Ooort  of  Bonth  Oaroliai, 
for  one  week,  and  n^atived— yeas  8S,  nays 

sa. 

Tbr  question  then  Teanfredup<Ri  adopting  llw 
resoludons. 

Mr.  Mabshall  spoke  at  length  against  it.  He 
contended  there  was  no  prospect  of  coming  to  a 
decidon  of  the  original  question  this  Msuon,  if 
this  were  adopted :  and  asked  if  the  character 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ought  ta 
be  held  up  in  the  su^  cious  view  in  which  tbe 
resolution  placed  it,  nntil  the  next  lesdon  of 
Oongresat  He  hopoA  not.  It  seemed  tu  him 
that  a  postponement  amounted  to  a  declanti<n 
to  the  people  of  America  that  there  was  mncli 
cause  for  suspidoo,  and  that  additional  evidencei 
were  wanted  to  snbatantiate  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied  to  Mr.  K.,  and  contend 
ed  that  the  whole  tmth  of  the  case  wu  to 
come  out  of  the  additional  testimony  no*  asked 
for. 

An  atUonmment  waa  then  called  for,  and  ne- 
g&tived--7eas  80. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  in  favor  of  tbe  reioln- 
tion,  and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Massbau. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  HouM 
do,  agree  to  the  motion  first  propoeed,  and  piss- 
ed in  the  n^ative— yeas  44,  nays  G7. 

And  then  the  House  at^oumed. 

Fbidat,  Febmary  28. 

Mr.  Harfeb  moved  a  postponement  of  the  or- 
der of  the  day  ou  the  biisineas  of  Jonathu  Rob- 
bins,  nntdl  Monday.  He  did  not  conceive  nmch 
progress  wonld  be  made  this  day,  and  as  there 
was  much  private  business  on  hand  it  could  not 
be  gone  throogh  with.  If  ib«  burets  be  taken 
up  on  Monday  it  can  be  regularly  gone  throng 
with  without  intermission. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to, 

MoSDAT,  March  8. 
Laht  Superior  Land*. 
Mr.  Coopni  observed  that  a  navy  was  ooo- 
dderedan  oUect  of  great  importance,  as  wassl- 
so  our  extended  commerce,  and  neither  of  the» 
could  be  carried  on  to  any  profit  withont  a  vety 
liberal  use  of  copper.  That  artide  conld  not  bs 
purchased  at  present  at  less  than  half  a  dollar  a 
ponnd,  but  by  attention  to  an  ol()ect  whifh  wM 
within  onr  own  power  it  might  be  had  at  a 
very  low  price.  From  these  conrideraiione 
be  Wd  OD  the  table  the  fi)llowii«  naola- 
tion: 
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Eadni,  That  a  oommittM  b*  app^Ud  \a  Inriog 
In  a  bill  anthoriiuig  tha  Pnndant  of  tba  Umled 
Smiu  to  annint  an  ageat  to  puchaie  of  the  lodiaiia 
duU  tract  of  land  on  tho  aoath  ^de  of  Lak«  Sape- 
litr,  which  ihall  ioclnda  tb>  gnat  otqipwbed. 

Ur.  C.  Baid,  as  tbis  inTHlnable  copper  mine 
wu  irdl  known  by  individuals,  ft  no  donbt 
vonld  Hoon  become  anol^ectof  Bpecnlntion,  bnt 
viehing  to  make  it  of  pnblio  Qtilitr,  as  it  most 
become  if  pnrcbaied,  he  hoped  the  propcdtion 
vcKild  be  adopted. 

Jonathan  RHAint. 

The  Eoiue  then  reaoked  itself  into  a  Oon- 
nitteeof  the  Whole  on  the  MMsageof  thePreei- 
dent  respecting  Jonathan  Bobbins,  when  Mr. 
IiTccosnm  apoke  abont  three  honrs  in  support 
of  ihe  reaolntions  he  some  time  dnoe  anbimtted 
to  the  Honae  on  that  enttJeoL 

Hr.  Batabd  vas  proceeding  to  follow  Ur.  L. 
wben  a  member  moved  the  committee  to  rise 
mil  uk  leave  to  sit  again.  Ur.  B.  objected:  be 
lud  he  wad  prepared  to  proceed  if  the  Honse 
*oald  have  patience  at  that  late  hour  to  hear 
bim.  Several  membere  expressed  a  denre  that 
b«  might  proceed,  which  he  was  doing,  when 
tba  Bpkaxkb  hoped  the  gentleman  would  give 
WIT  to  a  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise ;  he 
hta  no  doubt  of  bis  Mend  bong  prepared  for 
the  discnsion,  bnt  froia  the  length  the  answer 
niiut  necesBBril^  take,  the  Hoose  oert^nlj 
would  be  thtigued  mnoh  before  lie  would  oon- 
dade.    The  motion  was  made  and  carried. 

Daring  Mr.  LivwoarOH'e  obeervationa  he  in- 
trodaced  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  Oircnit 
Court  in  New  Jersey,  where  three  men  were 
tried  and  acquitted  on  the  charge  of  plraoy,  and 
one  of  them  for  murder,  on  board  of  the  same 
fngite  and  at  the  same  time.  This  record,  on 
notim  of  U>.  Rdtledob,  was  ordered  to  lie 
printed. 

Kr.  KiOBOUS,  not  being  able  to  aoconnt 
bia  sadcbctiMi  for  the  obrioos  change  of  ci 
duct  in  oDr  EiecnUve  in  this  recited  Instance 
and  the  one  now  nndor  the  consideration  of 
the  Hoose  (though  precisely  the  Bsme  in  facts) 
any  other  way  tlum  by  sopposing  that  a  corres- 
pMidence  on  uie  snbject  hoA  oconrred  between 
the  Eiecntive  of  the  United  States  and  the 
British  Government ;  thoo^  he  espressed  him- 
self tQ  be  extremely  nnwilling,  yet  he  thonght 
it  bis  doty  to  move  that  the  Frerident  be  re- 
•]nested  to  fnmiah  it  to  the  Hoose, 

Aa  adjournment  was  Immediately  called  and 
earned. 


WKDmsD^T,  Ibn^  S. 
Tha  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  oon 
nittee  on  the  Message,  when  Mr.  Bataxd  pn 
reeded,  in  answer  to  Mr.  LiTraoaroii,  in  whit- 
he  spoke  abont  three  hours.*  The  committee 
then  rose,  and  obtidned  leave  to  sit  again. 


JaaaAim  JB.'Mw.  [H.  or  B, 

Trubsdat,  March  S. 
A  message  fh>ra  the  Senate  informed  th« 
House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Oongn-as 
to  certain  acts  of  the  Btat«a  of  Maryland  and 
Georgia,"  with  an  amendment ;  to  which  the; 
dedre  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Jonathan  Eoibini. 
The  House  went  mto  Committee  of  the  Whole 
I  the  Message  of  the  Pussidkst,  in  tbe  cose  of 
Jonathan  Bobbins,  when  Mr.  JIioholab  spoke 
abont  three  boor^  in  favor  of  the  resolations  in- 
trodooed  by  Mr.  IivixosToir,  which  were  ncga- 
tived— yeas  84,  nays  68, 

Some  discDBMon  then  took  place  on  takiognp 
the  resolntion  presentetl  by  Mr.  Baiabd,  wiiicn 
was  also  with  the  Coojnittee  of  the  whole 
Hoose.     The  committee  at  length  rose  without 


IXOSTOM ;  and  ti*  question  whether  the  com- 
mittee shonld  have  leave  to  sit  again  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — yeas  69,  nays 
"1. 

The  qnestion  was  then  before  the  Hoose  to 
agree  to  tbe  report  of  the  committee  in  their 
disagreement  with  tbe  resolutions. 

Mr.  Oaulatin  rose,  and  entered  generally  in- 
to tbe  argament,  in  a  speech  of  about  two  boon, 
after  which  the  House  at^oamed.t 

E^TDAT,  March  T. 
Jonathan  Sobbint, 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  and  the  qnestion.  Will  the  House 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  in  their 
disagreement  to  Mr.  LiTUfOsroa'a  resolutions  t 
being  nnder  ODn«dereUon, 

Mr.  Marshall  said,  that  believing,  as  he  did 
most  serionsly,  that  in  a  Government  constitnted 
like  that  of  the  United  States,  mnoh  of  tbe  pub- 
lic happiness  depended,  not  only  on  its  being 
rightly  administered,  but  on  tbe  measures  of 
Administration  beinp  rightly  onderstood— on 
rescuing  pnblio  oplmon  from  those  nomerons 
pr^ndices  with  which  so  many  cansee  might 
combine  to  surrojind  it,  be  ooold  not  bnt  have 
been  highly  gratified  with  the  very  eloquent, 
and  what  was  still  more  valuable,  the  very  able 
and  very  oorrect  argument  which  bad  been  de- 
livered by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
Batasd)  against  the  resolutions  now  under  con- 
sideration. He  had  not  expected  that  the  effect 
of  tbis  srgnment  would  be  oniversal;  bnt  he 
had  cherished  the  hope,  and  in  this  he  had  not 
been  disappointed,  that  it  wonld  be  very  eiten- 
eive.  He  did  not  flatter  himself  with  being  ablo 
to  shed  much  new  light  on  the  sabject ;  bnt,  as 
the  orgnment  in  opposition  to  the  resolutions 
had  been  assailed  with  considerable  ability  by 
gentlemen  of  great  talents,  he  trasted  the  House 
would  not  thiiK  tbe  time  misapplied  which 
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woald  be  devoted  to  tiiere-eatabliBhment  of  the 
principles  conCaincd  in  that  armimcnt,  and  to 
the  refiitatioa  of  Diose  advanced  in  opposition 
to  it.  In  endeavoring  to  do  this,  }io  shonld 
notice  the  ohservatiuna  in  support  of  the  reso- 
Intions,  not  in  the  preciso  order  in  which  they 
irere  made ;  bat  as  tbej  applied  to  the  different 
points  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  maintain,  in 
order  to  demonstrate,  that  the  condoct  of  the 
Execntive  of  the  United  States  conld  not  JuBtly 
be  charged  with  the  errors  imputed  to  it  by  the 
nsdlntiona 

His  first  proposition,  he  said,  was  that  the 
case  of  Thomas  Nosh,  as  stated  to  the  President, 
'was  completely  witliin  the  2Tth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amit)',  Commerce,  and  Navigation, 
entered  intJi  between  tiie  United  States  of 
America  and  Great  Britain. 

He  read  the  article,  and  then  observed :  The 
COMM  fiederu  of  this  article  occors,  when  a 
pwKin,  having  committed  murder  or  forgery 
within  the  innsdioWon  of  one  of  the  contracting 
parties,  and  having  sought  an  asylum  in  the 
country  of  the  other,  is  charged  with  the  crime, 
sod  his  delivery  demanded,  on  snch  proof  of 
his  guilt  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place 


e  had  there  been  committed. 

The  caso  stated  is,  that  Thomas  Nash,  having 
committed  murder  on  board  of  a  British  frigate, 
navigating  the  high  seas  nnder  a  commismon 
tram  His  Britannic  M^esty,  had  soaght  an  asy- 
lum within  the  Unit«d  States ;  on  this  case  hi; 
delivery  was  demanded  by  the  Uiuister  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  casestated,  if  snp^rted 
by  proof,  is  within  the  letter  of  the  article,  pro- 
vided a  murder  committed  in  a  British  IHgate, 
on  the  high  aeoa,  be  oommitled  within  the  juris- 
diction of  that  nation.  That  snch  a  ranraer  is 
williin  their  Jnrisdiclion,  has  been  filly  shown 
by  the  geutleman  from  Delaware.  The  princi- 
ple is,  that  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  nation  extends 
to  the  whole  of  its  territory,  and  to  its  own  citi- 
lens  in  every  part  of  the  world.  The  laws  of  a 
nation  ore  rightfully  obligatory  on  its  own  oiti- 
sens  in  every  situation  where  those  laws  are 
really  extended  to  them.  This  prindple  is 
founded  on  the  nature  of  civil  union.  It  is  sup- 
ported eveiT  where  by  public  opinion,  and  is 
reoognized  by  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations. 
SutAer/brth,  in  his  second  vcdnme,  page  180, 
says:  "The  jurisdiction  whiohacuvil  sodety 
has  over  the  persons  of  its  members,  afibots 
them  immediately,  whether  they  are  within  its 
territories  or  not" 

This  general  principle  is  espedally  trne,  and  is 
particDlorly  reoogniied,  with  respect  to  the 
fleets  of  a  nation  on  the  high  seas.  To  pimiah 
oSences  committed  in  its  fleets,  is  tiie  praotioe 
of  every  nation  in  the  universe ;  and  oonse- 
qnentiy  the  opinion  of  the  world  is,  that  a  fleet 
at  sea  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nation 
to  which  it  belongs.  Sathe^orth,  vol.  ii.  p. 
401,  says:   "  thwe  can  be  no  donbt  about  the 
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jurisdiction  of  a  nation  over  the  persons  wbicli 
compose  its  fleets,  when  they  are  out  al  les, 
whether  they  are  sailing  npcu  it  or  iro  atstioaea 
in  any  particular  poil  of  it." 

The  gentleman  tVom  Pennsylvania,  (Ur.  Gu- 
LATis,)  though  he  has  not  directly  controverted 
this  doctrine,  has  sought  to  weaken  it  by  observ- 
ing that  the  juHsdiction  of  a  nation  at  tea  eoald 
not  be  complote  even  in  its  own  retseb;  and  in 
support  of  this  position  he  urged  the  admitted 
practice  of  submitting  to  search  for  contraband 
— a  practice  not  tolerated  on  land,  within  the 
territory  of  a  neutral  power.  The  rnla  is  u 
stated ;  but  is  founded  on  a  prindple  which 
does  not  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  a  nation  over 
its  citizens  or  subjects  in  its  ships.  The  princi- 
ple is,  that  in  the  sea  itself  no  nation  has  any 
jurisdiction.  All  may  equally  exercise  thdr 
rights,  and  conseqaently  tlie  right  of  aWlif^ 
rent  power  to  prevent  aid  being  pven  to  hb 
enemy,  is  not  restrained  by  any  superior  ri^t 
of  a  neutral  in  the  place.  But,  if  this  argument 
possessed  any  force.  It  wonid  not  apply  Co 
national  ships^-war,  since  the  nsage  of  nations 
does  not  permit  them  to  be  searched. 

According  to  the  practice  of  the  world,  then, 
and  the  opinions  of  writ«rs  on  the  law  of  nt- 
tions,  the  murder  committed  on  board  the  Bri- 
tish frigate  navigating  the  high  seas,  was  a 
murder  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
British  nation. 

Although  auoh  a  mnrder  is  plainly  within  the 
letter  of  the  article,  it  has  be«L  contended  not 
to  be  within  its  Jnst  oonatmotion ;  because  at 
sea  all  nations  have  a  oommoD  jnrisdiction,  ind 
the  article  coirecdy  eonstmed,  wilt  not  em- 
brace  a  case  of  concurrent  Jorisdiotiun. 

It  is  deemed  nnneoessary  to  controvert  Ilu* 
construction,  becanse  the  propodtioti,  that  the 
United  States  had  no  jniiBiliction  over  Ibe 
mnrder  committed  by  Thomas  Kasb,  bbdieved 
to  be  completely  demonstrable. 

It  is  not  true  that  all  nations  hare  jnrisdictiun 
over  all  offences  committed  at  sea.  On  the  con- 
trary, no  nation  has  any  jorisdiotion  at  as*,  bat 
over  its  own  dtisens  or  vessels,  or  offences 
agunst  itself.  This  prindple  b  laid  down  in  i 
Bulk.  488,  491. 

The  American  Government  has,  on  a  vsiy 
solemn  occasion,  avowed  the  same  principle. 
The  firfit  Minister  of  the  French  Bepntjio  a*-  ' 
Bert«d  and  exercised  powers  of  ao  eitraor^Diiy 
a  nature,  as  unavoidably  to  produce  aeontrc- 
versy  with  the  United  Butea.  The  sitnationin 
which  the  Government  then  fbtuod  itwU  *■* 
snch  as  necessarily  to  occasion  a  very  seriooi 
and  mature  consideration  of  the  (pinions  it 
sbonld  adopt  Of  consequence,  the  opiiuoai 
then  declared  deserve  great  respecL  In  the 
case  alluded  to,  Ur.  Qenet  had  asserted  the  right 
of  fitting  out  privateers  in  the  American  porb, 
and  of  manning  them  with  American  dtueui 
in  order  to  crnise  against  nations  with  whom 
America  was  at  peace.  I*  reasoning  againrt 
this  extravagant  claim,  the  then  Seeretary  of 
SUte,  in  his  letter  of  the  l7th  otJuot,  ITM,  nyi: 
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"  For  onr  cidiens  Ihcn  to  commit  mnrden  and  di  _ 
ndUiona  on  the  memben  at  lutioai  at  peace  with  ni, 
or  la  comUnB  to  do  it,  appeared  to  the  ExgciitiTe, 
ud  to  thOK  whom  the;  ocminlted,  K»  much  against  the 
bin  of  the  land  ■■  to  mnrdei  or  rob,  or  comtdiM  to 
iDunltr  or  rob  its  own  dtueu ;  and  it  mnch  to  re- 
qoin  pnnisbment,  if  done  wilbin  their  limita,  where 
Uej  UTS  a  temtoiisl  jnrudiction,  or  on  the  high 
KU,  where  thej  have  a  personal  jnrifdlction,  [hat 
is  la  nj,  one  which  leachai  their  own  citizens  oalj ; 
thi)  being  u  appropriate  part  of  each  nation,  on 
■n  element  where  ail  have  •  conunon  jurisdiction." 

The  well  considered  opioioD,  then,  of  the 
AmericAQ  GoTomment  on  this  subject  is,  that 
tbejQrisdiotion  of  a  Dstionat  eea  is  "peraund," 
reachiDg  its  "  own  oilizenH  onlj ;"  and  that  this 
is  the  "  appropriate  port  of  each  nation"  on  that 
element. 

This  ispreciselr  ttie  opinion  munUined  by  the 
qtpoBCTBof  theresolntions.  If  the  jurisdiction  of 
Xmeiica  at  Bea  be  personal,  Teacbin^  its  own 
citiiens  only  ;  if  this  be  its  appropnate  part, 
then  the  jnrisdiction  of  the  nation  cannot  extend 
to  a  mnrder  committed  by  a  British  sailor,  on 
board  a  British  frigate  navigating  the  high 
teas  under  a  commueion  from  His  Britannic 
IWasty. 

As  a  ftirther  illnstration  of  the  principle  con- 
tended for,  Bapp06e  a  contract  made  at  sea,  and 
■rait  insdtnted  for  the  recoTery  of  money  wliich 
might  be  due  thereon.  By  the  laws  of  what 
nation  would  the  contract  be  gorerned  I  The 
nrindpk  is  general. that  a  personal  contract  fol- 
lows the  person,  but  is  governed  by  the  law  of 
tbe  place  where  it  is  formed.  By  what  law 
then  wonld  snch  a  contract  be  governed?  If 
■11  DotionB  hBd  jurisdiction  over  tiie  place,  then 
the  laws  of  all  nations  would  equally  inflnence 
the  contract;  bnt  certainly  no  man  wiU  hesitate 
to  admit  that  sncb  a  contract  onght  to  be  de- 
cided according  to  the  tews  of  that  nation  to 
which  the  vessel  or  contracting  parties  might 

Suppose  a  dnel,  attended  with  death,  in  the 
fleet  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  in  any  vessel  which 
ntnmed  safe  to  port,  could  it  be  pretended  that 
anyaovemment  on  earth,  other  than  that  to 
which  the  fleet  or  vessel  belonged,  had  Jurisdic- 
tion in  tlie  case ;  or  that  the  offender  could  be 
tried  by  the  laws  or  tribonab  of  any  other  na- 
tion whaterert 

Suppose  a  private  theft  by  one  mariner,  from 
another,  and  the  VGnel  to  perform  its  voyage 
and  return  in  safety,  would  it  be  contended  that 
all  nations  have  equal  cognizance  of  the  crime, 
and  are  equally  anthorized  to  pnnish  iti 

If  there  be  this  common  jnnsdictton  at  sea, 
why  not  pnnish  deeertion  from  one  belligerent 
power  to  another,  or  correspondence  with  the 
eoemy,  or  any  other  crime  which  may  be  per- 
petratedt  A  oommon  Jurisdiction  over  nil 
(A'enoea  at  sea,  in  whatever  vessel  committed, 
wonld  involve  the  power  of  pnoishing  the  offea- 
CM  which  have  been  stated.  Yet  all  gentlemen 
will  disclaim  this  power.  It  follows,  then,  that 
DO  Hch  common  Jnriadiotion  exists. 
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In  troth  the  right  of  every  nation  to  pnnish  is 
Itmiled,  In  its  nature,  to  offenoee  agninst  tlie  na- 
tion inflicting  the  pnnishment.  lliis  principle 
is  believed  to  be  nniveraol!^  tme.  It  compre- 
hends every  possible  violation  of  its  laws  on  its 
own  territory,  and  it  extends  to  violations  com- 
mitted elsewhere  by  persons  it  has  &  right  to 
bind.    It  extends  also  to  general  piracy. 

A  pirate,  nnder  the  law  of  nations,  is  on  ene- 
my of  the  human  race.  Being  the  enemy  of  all, 
he  is  liable  to  be  pnnished  by  all.  Any  act 
which  denotee  this  universal  hostility,  is  an  act 
of  piracy. 

Not  only  an  actual  robbery,  therefore,  bnt 
crui^ng  on  the  high  seoa  without  commission, 
and  with  intent  to  rob,  is  piracy.  This  is  an 
offence  against  oil  and  every  nation,  and  is 
therefore  alike  punishable  by  all.  But  an 
offence  which  in  Its  nature  affects  only  a 
porticnlar  nation,  is  only  poniahable  by  that 
nation. 

It  is  by  confoundmg  general  piracy  with  pira- 
cy by  statute,  thot  indistinct  ideas  have  been 
Produced,  respecting  the  power  to  pnnish  of- 
mces  committed  on  the  high  seas. 

A  statute  may  make  any  offence  piracy,  com- 
mitted within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nation 
passing  the  statute,  and  such  offence  will  be 
punishable  by  that  nation.  But  piracy  nnder 
the  law  of  nations,  which  alone  is  punishable  by 
al!  nations,  can  onlv  consist  in  an  act  which  Js 

offence  against  all.  No  partieolar  nation  can 

Tease  or  diminish  the  list  of  offences  thus 
punishable. 

It  has  been  observed  by  his  oolleagne,  (Ifr. 
NionoLis,)  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
distinction  taken  on  this  snhject  by  the  gentle- 
man fWim  Delaware  (Mr.  Batj^d)  was  inaccu- 
rate, that  any  vessel  robbed  on  uie  high  seas 
conld  be  the  property  only  of  a  Single  nation, 
and  being  onlv  an  offence  against  that  nation, 
could  be,  on  the  principle  taken  by  theopposers 
of  the  resolutions,  no  offence  against  the  law  of 
nations ;  but  in  this  his  oolleague  had  not  accu- 
rately considered  the  principle.  As  a  man  who 
turns  out  to  rob  on  the  highway,  and  forces 
stranger  his  pnree  with  a  pistol  at  his 
bosom,  is  not  the  particular  enemy  of  that 
stranger,  bnt  'alike  the  enemy  of  every  man 
who  carries  a  purse,  so  those  who  without  a 
lb  on  the  hi^  seas,  manifest  a 
temper  hostile  to  all  nations,  and  therefore  be- 
come the  enemies  of  aU.  The  same  inducements 
which  occasion  the  robbery  of  one  vessel,  exist 

occamon  the  robbery  of  others,  and  therefore 
the  single  offence  is  an  ofibnce  against  Uie  whole 
community  of  nations,  manifests  a  temper  hos- 
tile to  alL  is  the  commencement  of  an  attack 
on  all,  and  is  consequently,  of  right,  punishable 
by  all. 

His  colleague  had  also  contended  that  all  the 
offences  at  sea,  pimishable  by  the  British  sta- 
tutes from  which  the  act  of  Congress  was  in  a 
great  degree  copied,  were  pirat^Ies  at  common 
law,  or  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  as  murder  it 
among  these,  consequently  mnrder  was  an  aot 
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of  piraoj  br  the  law  of  n&tiona,  and  therefore 
punishable  by  «vwy  natioQ.  In  rapport  of  this 
position  he  had  cited  1  Hawk.  P.  C.  267.  871-8, 
Intt.  IIS,  and  1   Woodaon,  140. 

The  omoont  of  these  cases  is,  that  no  new  of- 
fense Is  made  piracy  by  the  Btatntea ;  but  that  a 
difierent  tribonal  is  created  fnr  their  trial,  which 
is  guided  by  a  different  mle  ^m  that  which 
goTemed  previons  to  those  statutes.  Therefore, 
on  an  indictment  for  piracy,  it  is  still  Deceasoiy 
to  proTB  aa  offence  which  was  piracy  before  the 
statutes.  He  drew  fhim  these  anthoritii>s  a  very 
different  conclusion  from  that  which  had  been 
drawn  by  hia  colleagne.  To  show  the  correct- 
ness of  bis  conclusion,  it  was  necessary  to  ob- 
seire,  that  the  statnte  did  not  indeed  change 
iho  nature  of  pirac^y,  since  it  only  trangferrod 
the  trial  of  the  onine  to  a  different  tribunal, 
where  different  mles  of  decision  prevailed ;  but 
having  done  this,  other  crimes  committed  on 
the  high  sesa,  which  were  not  piracy,  were  made 
pnnisbable  by  the  same  tribunal ;  bnt  certainly 
thb  municipal  regulation  oonld  not  be  conwderod 
as  proving  that  those  offences  were,  before, 
piracy  by  the  law  of  natjons.  [Mr.  Nicholas 
insisted  that  the  law  was  not  correctly  stated, 
wberenpon  Ifr.  Mabshall  called  for  S  Intl.  and 
read  the  statnte:] 

"All  tieuona,  feIonie«,  robberies,  mnrdei^  and 
ooiiI«lencie>,  oonimitted  in  or  upon  the  ku,  tie,, 
■hall  b«  inquired,  trivd,  beard,  detemuned  and  judged 
is  uoh  aliirei,  &c,,  in  like  form  and  coudiUon  m  if 
nny  luch  oSance  bad  been  committed  on  Che  laud," 
&c  "  And  Rich  as  ihall  bo  convicted,  Ac,  shall 
have  and  mBtr  inch  paioi  at  doath,  Ac,  ai  if  they 
had  been  attunted  of  any  treuoo,  felony,  robbery, 
or  other  the  uld  oSencea  done  upon  the  land." 

This  stitute,  it  ia  certain,  does  not  change  the 
nature  of  piracy ;  bst  all  treasona,  felonieti,  rob- 
beries, marders,  and  confederacies,  committed 
in  or  npoD  the  sea,  are  not  declared  to  have 
been,  nor  are  they  piiaciesi  If  a  man  be  in- 
dicted OS  a  pirate,  the  offence  mnst  be  shown  to 
have  been  piracy  before  the  statute;  but  if  he 
he  indicted  for  treason,  felony,  robbery,  murder, 
or  confederacy,  committed  at  sea,  whether  saoh 
offence  wa  '  ..... 

punished  it 

the  same  offence  on  land, 
from  I  Weodeion,  140,  is  a 
--'-'     "  ring  sUtedthat 

a  formerly  triable  before  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  according  to  the  coarse  of  the 
Roman  civil  law,  ITcMH^Mam  oays : 

"  But,  by  the  rtatntei  27  H.  a  o.  4,  and  28  H.  a 
e.  IS,  all  treaaona,  falonlea,  pindei,  and  other  crime* 
committed  on  the  lea,  or  where  tba  admiral  hu  jnri>- 
diction,  ihall  be  tried  in  the  rwlm  aa  if  dcma  on  land. 
Bat  the  ttatatvs  referred  to  affect  only  the  manner 
of  the  trinl  aa  far  ai  r«>pecti  pirai^.  The  natore 
ofthe  ofltnce  is  not  changed.  Whether  a  charge 
■monnt  to  piracy  or  not,  mnit  itill  depend  on  Cbe 
law  of  nations,  except  where,  in  the  oaie  of  British 
nti^ecta,  expreu  acts  of  Parliameot  have  declared 
that  the  crimes  therein  specified  shall  be  o^jodged 
pirooy,  «r  shall  ba  liable  to  tba  vma  mode  A  tnal 
and  dagna  of  pnnisliiDent.* 
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I  This  passage  proves  not  only  that  all  offwces 
at  sea  are  not  piractee  by  the  law  of  DiUoni, 
bnt  also  that  all  indictments  fw  piracy  must 
depend  on  the  law  of  nations,  "  except  where, 
in  the  case  of  British  subjects,  express  acta  of 
Parliament  "have  changed  the  law.  'Whydonol 
these  "express  acts  of  Parliament"  chaDgsths 
law  as  to  others  than  "  British  snt^eot*? "  Tbo 
words  are  general,  "  all  treasons,  felonies,  Ac" 
Why  are  they  confined  in  constriiction  to  Brit- 
ish Bubjecta  I  The  answer  is  a  plain  one :  The 
Jtirisdiction  ofthe  nation  is  confined  to  its  terri- 
tory and  to  its  own  snbjects. 

The  gentleman  ih>m  Pennsylvuia  (Ki.  Gil- 
LATix)  abandons,  and  very  properly  abandona, 
this  untenable  ground.  Ue  admits  that  no  na- 
tion has  a  right  to  punish  offences  against  ano- 
ther nation,  and  that  the  United  States  con  ouly 
punish  offences  against  their  own  laws  and  the 
law  of  nations.  Iloiuloiits,  too,that  if  therehsd 
only  been  a  mutiny  (and  conseqnentlv  if  there 
hadonlybeenamnrder)  on  board  the  fiennions, 
that  the  American  courts  oonld  have  taken  no 
oognizonce  of  the  crime.  Yet  mutiny  ia  pun- 
ishable as  piracy  by  the  law  of  both  natioDS. 
That  gentleman  contends  that  the  act  oommitied 
by  Nash  was  piracy,  ac«>rding  to  the  law  of 
nations.  He  supports  bis  position  by  insisting 
that  the  offence  may  be  constituted  by  Che 
commission  of  a  single  act :  that  onaathonzed 
robbery  on  the  Lii^h  seas  is  this  acL  and  that 
the  crew  having  seized  the  vessel,  and  beic^oat 
of  the  protection  of  any  nation,  were  pirates. 

It  is  true  that  the  offence  may  be  completed 
by  a  single  act;  but  it  depends  on  the  natore  of 
that  act  If  it  be  such  as  manifests  generallr 
hostility  against  the  world — an  intention  to  rn) 
generally,  then  it  is  piracy ;  bnt  if  it  be  merely 
a  mutiny  and  murder  in  a  vessel,  for  the  pu> 
pose  of  delivering  it  np  to  the  enemy,  itswnia 
to  be  an  offence  aeainst  a  idnsle  natioo  and  net 
to  be  piracy.  The  sole  olyect  of  the  oew 
might  be  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  or  to  &M 
themselves  fi^nt  the  tyranny  experienced  on 
board  a  ship-of-wor,  and  not  to  rob  generally. 

But,  should  it  even  be  true  that  rtmning  awiy 
with  a  veaael  to  deliver  her  up  to  on  eoany  wss 
on  act  of  general  [uraoy,  punishable  by  all  no- 
tions, yet  the  mutiny  and  murder  was  a  diatinct 
offence.  Had  the  attempt  to  seiae  the  vtod 
failed,  after  the  commiasion  of  the  murder,  then, 
according  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleiua 
from  Petmsylvania,  the  American  oonrta  oonld 
have  taken  no  cognizance  of  tlie  crime.  What- 
ever they  might  have  been  the  law  req>ecting 
the  piracy,  of  the  mnrder  there  was  no  JorisdJo- 
tion.  For  tlie  murder,  not  the  pirMy,  >'»!> 
was  delivered  np.  Murder,  and  not  piracy,  ii 
comprehended  in  the  S7th  article  of  the  tieiir 
between  the  two  nations.  Had  he  been  tried 
then  and  acquitted  on  an  indictment  for  the  pi- 
racy, he  must  still  have  been  delivered  up  for 
the  mnrder,  of  which  the  court  oonld  have  do 
Jnriadiction.  It  is  certain  that  an  acquittal  of 
the  piracy  would  not  have  dischargttd  the  mur- 
der ;  and,  therefore,  in  the  so  mnch  relied  oa 
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triab  M  Trenton,  a  separate  indictment  for  ninr- 
der  wu  filed  after  on  indictment  for  piroc;'. 
Since,  tlien.  if  acqaitted  for  piracy,  he  mnst 
h&ve  been  delivered  to  the  Britiah  GoTemment 
on  the  charge  of  morder,  the  Freaident  of  the 
United  States  might,  very  properly,  without 
proaecnting  for  the  piracy,  direct  him  to  be  de- 
livered np  on  the  mnrder. 

AB  the  gentlemen  who  have  ipoken  in  aim- 
port  of  the  resolation^  have  contended  that  the 
case  of  Thomoa  Kaah  is  within  the  purview  of 
the  act  of  Oongreea,  which  relates  to  this  anb- 
Vect,  and  Is  by  that  act  made  pnnishable  in  the 
American  coorta.  That  is,  that  the  act  of  Oon- 
grees  dengned  to  panish  crimes  committed  on 
board  a  British  frigate.  Nothing  can  be  more 
completely  demonstrable  than  uie  nntmth  of 
tliis  propodtuin. 

It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  le^^dativa 
JariBdiotion  of  a  nation  extends  only  v.  jts  own 
territory,  and  to  its  own  citizens,  wherever  they 
nay  be.  Any  general  expression  in  a  le^a- 
tive  act  most,  neoesearily,  be  restrained  to  ob- 
Jecta  within  the  Jnrisdiction  of  the  Legislators 
pasring  the  act.  Of  consecrnence  an  act  of  Oon- 
gnsB  can  oniy  be  oonstraea  to  apply  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  comprehending 
every  pwson  within  it,  and  to  the  dUsensof 
the  United  States. 

Bat,  independent  of  this  undeniable  truth,  the 
act  itself  aflbrds  oonplete  testimony  of  its  in- 
tention and  extent,  f&w  Lavm  of  the  United 
Statet,  vol.  i.  p.  10.)  The  title  is :  "  An  act  for 
tiie  pnnlshment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
Cidtad  States."  Kot  against  Britain,  France, 
or  the  world,  bnt  singly  "against  the  United 
States." 

The  flnt  section  relates  to  treason,  and  its  ob- 
jects are,  "  any  person  or  persons  owing  allegi- 
ance to  &e  Unit«d  States."  This  description 
oomprehenda  only  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Btatea,  and  snoh  others  as  may  be  on  its  terri- 
tory or  in  its  service. 

The  second  section  relatea  to  misprlaion  of 
treason;  and  declares,  withont  limitation,  that 
any  person  or  persons,  having  knowledge  of 
any  treason,  and  not  commnnicating  the  same, 
shall  be  gnilty  of  that  crime.  Here  then  is  an 
iDHtance  of  that  Smited  description  of  persons 
in  one  section,  and  of  that  general  description 
in  another,  wnich  has  been  relied  on  to  rap- 

Krt  the  oonstrnction  contended  for  by  the 
ends  of  the  resolntiona.  Bnt  will  it  he  pre- 
tended that  a  person  can  commit  misprision  of 
tt^asoa  who  caimot  commit  treason  itself) 
^lat  he  wonid  be  pimiahable  for  concealing  a 
treason  who  conld  not  be  punished  for  plotting 
■  it?  Or,  can  it  be  sopposed  that  the  act  de- 
signed  to  pnnlah  an  Engliahman  or  a  French- 
man, who,  reuding  in  his  own  oonntry,  should 
have  knowledge  of  treasons  ag^nat  the  United 
States,  and  shonld  not  cross  tne  Atlantdo  to  re- 
Tcal  themt 

The  same  observations  apply  to  the  sitth  sec- 
tion, which  makes  any  "person  or  persons" 
gqil^  of  miapriaion  of  felony,  who,  having 
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knowledge  of  mnrder  or  other  ofT^icea  enomer- 
ated  in  that  section,  should  conceal  them.  It  is 
impossible  to  apply  this  to  a  foreigner,  in  a  for- 
eign land,  or  to  any  person  not  owing  allegiance 
to  the  United  States. 

The  eighth  section,  which  is  supposed  to  com- 
prehend the  ease,  after  declaring  that  if  any 
"person  or  persons"  ahall  commit  mnrder  on 
the  high  seas,  he  shall  be  pnnisbable  with  death, 
proceeds  to  ea  j,  that  if  any  captain  or  mariner 
rhall  piratically  run  away  with  a  ship  or  vessel, 
01  yield  her  np  voluntarily  to  a  pirate,  or  if  any 
seaman  shall  lay  violent  hands  on  his  command' 
'.to  prevent  his  fighting,  or  shall  make  a  re- 
olt  in  the  ship,  every  snch  offender  shall  be 
a^dgeda  pirate  and  a  felon. 

The  persons  who  lare  the  objects  of  this  section 
of  the  act  are  all  described  in  general  terms, 
which  migbt  embrace  the  subjects  of  all  nations. 
Bnt  is  it  to  be  enpposed  that,  if  in  on  engagement 
between  an  English  and  a  French  ship-of-war, 
the  crew  of  the  one  or  the  other  shonld  lay 
violent  hands  on  the  captain  and  force  him  to 
strike,  that  this  wonld  be  an  offence  against  the 
act  of  Congress,  ponlshable  in  the  conrta  of  the 
United  States )  On  this  extended  construction 
of  the  general  t^rma  of  the  section,  not  only  the 
crew  of  one  of  the  foreign  vessels  forcins  ihetr 
captain  to  snrrender  to  another,  would  incur 
the  penalties  of  the  aot,  bnt,  if  in  the  late  action 
between  the  gallant  Tmiton  and  the  French 
frigate,  the  crew  of  that  frirate  had  compelled 
the  captain  to  snrrender,  while  he  waa  nnwill- 
ing  to  do  BO,  they  would  have  been  indictable 
OS  felons  in  the  oonrts  of  the  United  States. 
Bnt  anreJy  the  act  of  Congresa  admito  of  no  snch 
extravagant  conatmction. 

His  coUeague,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  cited  and  par- 
ticnlorly  relied  on  the  ninth  section  of  the  act ; 
that  aection  declares,  that  if  a  citizen  shall  com- 
mit any  of  the  ennmerated  piracies,  or  any  acta 
of  hostility,  on  the  high  seas,  against  the  United 
States,  nnder  color  of  a  commission  from  any 
foreign  Prince  or  State,  he  shall  be  a^Jndged 
a  pirate,  fblon,  and  robber,  and  ahail  aimer 

This  section  ia  only  a  poaitive  ezteneion  of  the 
act  to  a  case  which  might  otherwise  have  es- 
caped punishment.  It  takes  away  the  protec- 
tion of  a  foreign  commiBsion  from  an  American 
citizen,  who,  on  the  high  seas,  robs  Ins  country- 
men. This  is  no  exception  from  any  preceding 
part  of  the  law,  because  there  ia  no  part  which 
relates  to  the  conduct  of  vessels  commissioned 
by  a  foreign  power ;  It  only  proves  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Lerislatnre,  the  penalties  of  the 
aot  conld  not,  wifliout  this  express  provision, 
have  been  incurred  by  a  oitLcen  holding  a  for- 


It  is  most  certfun,  then,  that  the  act  of  Oon- 
greea does  not  comprehend  the  case  of  a  mnr* 
der  committed  on  board  a  foreign  ahip-of-war. 

The  gentleman  fhnn  New  York  has  cited  8 
Fiwdtfwn,  428,  to  ahow  that  the  courts  of  Eng- 
land extend  their  Jnrisdiction  to  pimclea  com- 
mitted by  the  anl^eots  of  foreign  nations. 
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This  has  not  boen  donbted.  The  case  from 
Woodeson  Is  a  case  of  robberies  committed  on 
the  high  seas  bj  a  vossel  trithout  authority. 
There  are  ordinar j  acta  of  piracj  which,  as  haa 
been  already  stated,  being  offences  againEt  all 
Dstiona,  are  panishable  by  alL  The  case  from 
3  Woodeton,  and  the  note  cited  from  the  same 
book  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware;  are 
strong  aathoirties  against  the  doctrines  contend- 
ed for  by  the  flriends  of  the  resolntions. 

It  has  also  been  contended  that  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  was  decided  at  Trenton,  by  re- 
ceiving indictments  against  persona  there  ar- 
raigned for  the  same  oSence,  and  by  ret^ning 
them  for  trial  aiter  the  return  of  the  habeas 

OOTpQS. 

'  Every  person  in  the  slightest  degree  acquaint' 
ed  with  judicial  proceedings,  knows  that  an  in- 
dictment is  no  evidence  of  jurisdiction;  and 
diat,  in  criminal  eases,  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion will  seldom  be  made  bat  by  arrest  of  judg- 
ment after  conviction. 

The  proeeedinga,  after  the  return  of  the 
habeas  corpus,  only  prove  that  the  case  was 
not  aoeh  a  cose  aa  to  induce  the  Judge  imme- 
diat«ty  to  decide  against  bis  jorisdictioD.  The 
qoestion  was  not  tree  from  doubt,  and,  Qiere- 
fore,  might  very  properly  be  poetpon^  nnUl 
ite  decision  should  become  neoesaary. 

It  has  been  argued  by  the  gonUemaa  &om 
New  York,  that  the  form  of  the  iudidment  is, 
itself  evidence  of  a  power  in  the  court  to  try 
the  case.  Every  word  of  that  indictment,  s^d 
the  gentleman,  gives  the  lie  to  a  denial  of  the 
jorisdiction  of  the  ceurb 

It  woold  be  assnming  a  very  extraordinary 
principle,  indeed,  to  say  that  words  inserted  in 
an  in^ctiAent  fbr  the  ezpreos  purpose  of  assum- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  a  court,  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  prove  that  Joriadiction,  The  question 
certainly  depended  on  the  nature  of  the  fact, 
and  not  on  the  description  of  the  fact.  But  as 
an  indictment  must  necessarily  contain  formal 
worda  in  order  to  be  supported,  and  as  forms 
often  denote  what  a  case  must  substantially  be 
to  anthorlEe  a  court  to  take  ooguizance  of  it, 
some  words  in  the  iudiotmenta  at  Trenton  ought 
to  be  notioed.  The  indictments  charge  the 
persons  to  have  been  within  the  peace,  and 
murder  to  have  been  committed  against  the 
peace,  of  the  United  States.  These  are  neoes- 
aary averments,  and,  to  give  the  court  Juris- 
diction, tlie  fact  ought  to  have  accorded  with 
then].  But  who  wiU  say  that  the  crew  of  a 
British  frigate  on  the  high  seas,  are  within  the 
peace  of  the  United  States)  or  a  murder  oom- 
mitted  on  board  such  a  frigate,  against  the 
peace  of  any  other  than  the  British  Govem- 
ment) 

It  ia,  then,  demonstrated  that  the  murder 
with  which  Thomas  Nash  was  charged,  was 
not  eommitted  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  and,  oooscqnently,  that  the  case 
stated  was  completely  witnin  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  twenty -eeventh  article  of  tiie  treaty 
between  the  two  nations.     If  the  necessary 
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evidence  was  produced,  he  ought  to  bave  been 
delivered  up  to  justice.  It  was  an  act  to  which 
the  American  nation  was  bonnd  by  a  most 
solemn  compact.  To  have  tried  him  for  the  mut^ 
der  would  have  been  mere  mockery.  To  have 
condemned  and  executed  him,  the  court  having 
no  jurisdiction,  would  have  been  murder.  To 
have  acquitted  and  discharcod  him  would  have 
been  a  breach  of  £uth,  and  a  violation  of  na- 
tional duty. 

But  it  has  been  contended  that,  although 
Iliomas  Nash  ought  to  have  been  delivered  op 
to  the  British  Minister,  on  the  requisition  made 


per. 

This,  Ifr.  M.  said,  led  to  his  second  propor- 
tion, which  was : 

That  the  case  was  a  (cse  for  Ktecntlre  and 
not  Judicial  deci^on.  He  admitted  implicitly 
the  division  of  powers,  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
each  department  to  resist  the  encroacbatenta  of 
the  others. 

This  being  establish^,  the  inquiry  was,  to 
what  department  was  the  power  iu  question 
allotted! 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  relied  on 
the  second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
oonstitution,  which   enumerates   the    cases  to 
which  the  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
extends,  as  expressly  including  that  now  imder 
eon«deration.     Before  be  examined  tliat   sec- 
tion, it  would  not  be  improper  to  notice  a  very 
material  misstatement  of  it  mode  in  the  resolii- 
tions,  offered  by  the  genUeman  from  New  York. 
By  the  constitution,  the  Judicial  power  of  tht 
United  Statea  is  extended  to  all  casee  in  law  and 
equity,  arising  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and 
treaties  of  the  United  States ;  bnt  the  rteoia- 
tions  declare  that  Judicial  power  to  extend  to 
all  (Questions  ariung  under    the  constitntion, 
treaties,  and  laws  of  the  United  States.    The 
difference  between  the  constitution  and  rcaola- 
tions  was  material  and  apparent.    A  ease  in 
law  or  eouit^  was  a  term  well  understood,  and 
of  Itmitea  signification.     It  waa  a  controveny 
between  parties  which  had  taken  a  shape  far 
judicial  decision.    If  the  Judicial  powereilend- 
ed  to  every  question  imder  the  constitution,  it 
would  involve  almost  every  subject  pnqier  fiir 
Legislative  discussion  and  deci^on ;  if,  to  every 
question  under  the  laws  and  treatieB  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  involve  almost  every 
snl^ect  on  which  the  Executive  could  acL    The 
dirlsion  of  power  which  the  gentleman  bid 
stated,  could  exist  no  longer,  and  the  other  de- 
partnienta  would  be  swallowed  up  by  the  Jndi-  - 
dary.    But  it  was  apparent  that  the  resolntioai 
hod  essentially  misrepresented  the  eonititatioa. 
He  did  not  charge  me  gentleman  from  Ne* 
York   with   intentional   misrepresentation;  b« 
would  not  attribute  to  him  socb  an  artifica  io 
any  case,  much  less  in  a  case  where  detection 
was  so  easy  and  so  certain.    Yet  this  suMis- 
tial  departure  from  the  oonstibitioii,  io  naolfr 
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lions  ifiecting  Mbstontinllj  to  imite  it,  vas  not 
len  worthy  of  remark  for  being  tuintentional. 
It  maoifeBted  the  course  of  reasoaiag  bj  which 
the  geolleman  had  himself  been  misled,  and  bia 
jnd^ent  betrayed  into  the  opinions  those  reso- 
Jntioas  expresaed.     B;  extending  the  Judicial 
power  bo  till  cases  in  law  and  equity,  the  ooni  ' 
tation  had  never  been  nnderetood  to  confer 
that  de|>STtment  any  political  power  whatever. 
To  come  within  thia  deacription,  a  question  m 
(mma  a  legal  fonn  for  forensic  litigation  i 
jndicial  decision.    There  mnst   be  parties 
eoDM  inta  court,  who  can  tie  reached  by 
procese,  and  bonnd  by  its  power;  whoee  rig 
admit  of  nltinute  dooision  by  a  tribunal  to 
iriiioh  they  are  )>oiind  to  submit. 

A  ease  in  law  or  eqnity  proper  for  judicial 
decision  may  arise  nnder  a  treaty,  where  the 
rights  of  individual)  acquired  or  aeonred  by  a 
tnaty  are  to  be  asserted  or  defended  in  conrt. 
As  under  the  fonrth  or  dzth  article  of  the 
tr«a^  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  or  nnder 
those  articles  of  oar  late  treaties  with  France, 
Pnuaia.  and  other  nations,  which  secore  to 
tlie  Bubjecte  of  thoee  nations  their  property 
aithinthe  TTnited  States;  or,  as  wonld  be  an 
article,  whlc^,  instead  of  stipulating  to  deliver 
up  an  ofiender,  should  atipnlate  his  pnnishment, 
provided  th«  case  was  punishable  by  the  taws 
and  in  the  oonrta  of  the  United  States.  But 
the  Jodioial  power  cannot  extend  to  political 
eompacts;  as  the  establishment  of  the  boundary 
Hne  between  the  American  and  British  domin- 
ions,- the  case  of  the  Uto  gnorantee  in  our 
treaty  with  France,  or  the  case  of  the  delivery 
of  a  murderer  under  the  twenty-seventh  article 
of  our  preaent  treaty  with  Britain. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  asked, 
trinmpbantly  asked,  what  power  exists  in  onr 
courts  to  deliver  np  an  individna]  to  a  foreign 
Govemmeat  t  Permit  me,  said  Ur.  M.,  bnt 
Dot  trinmpbantiy,  to  retort  the  question.  By 
what  gnthority  can  any  court  reader  such  a 
judgment  t  What  power  does  a  court  posseas 
to  seize  any  individual  and  determine  that  he 
shall  be  adjudged  by  a  foreign  tribnnol  f  Sure- 
ly  oDTconrtB  possess  no  anch  power,  yet  they 
moat  poaaew  it,  if  this  article  of  the  treaty  is 
to  be  exeonted  by  the  courts. 

Gentlemen  have  citod  and  relied  on  that 
clanse  in  the  constitotJon  which  enables  Con- 
greae  to  define  and  punish  piraoiea  and  felonies 
oranmitted  on  the  high  eeas,  and  offences  against 
the  lav  of  nations ;  together  with  an  act  of 
Congreea  declaring  the  punishment  of  those 
offences ;  as  trangferring  the  whole  subject  to 
the  coarts.  Bnt  that  elanse  can  never  be  oon- 
rtnied  to  make  to  the  Qovemment  a  grant  of 
power,  which  the  people  making  it  do  not  Ihem- 
•elves  poM«es.  It  has  already  been  shown  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  no  juris- 
diction over  ofiences  committed  on  board  a 
foreign  ship  against  a  fbieign  nation.  Of  oon- 
seqaenoe,  in  framing  a  Qovemment  for  tbem- 
selvo^  tbey  cannot  have  passed  this  jurisdiction 
to  that   Government,    Tiia  law,  therefore,  can- 
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not  act  upon  the  case.  Bat  this  clause  of  the 
constitntion  cannot  be  considered,  and  need  not 
be  considered,  aa  affecting  acta  which  ore  piracy 
under  the  law  of  nations.  As  the  jadiclol 
power  of  the  United  States  extends  to  all  cases 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jnriadiction,  and 
piracy  under  the  law  of  nations  is  of  admiralty 
and  maritime  jurisdiction,  punishable  by  every 
nation,  the  jndicial  power  of  the  United  States 
of  course  extends  to  it.  On  thia  principle  the 
Courfa  of  Admiralty  under  the  Cisnfederation 
took  cognizance  of  piracy,  although  there  waa 
no'  express  power  m  Congress  to  define  and 
punish  the  offence. 

But  the  extension  of  the  judicial  power  of  tbe 
United  States  to  all  oases  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiclion  mnst  neoessarily  be  un- 
derstood with  some  limitation.  All  cases  of 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction  nhich, 
from  tbeir  natore,  are  triable  in  the  United 
States,  are  submitted  to  the  jnriadiction  of  the 
coorts  of  the  United  States. 

There  are  cases  of  piracy  by  the  law  of  na- 
tione,  and  cases  within  the  legislative  jurisdio- 
tion  of  the  nation ;  the  peop^  of  America  pos- 
sessed no  other  power  OTcr  the  subject,  and 
could  oonseqoently  transfer  no  other  to  their 
conrts;  and  it  has  already  been  proved  that  ft 
murder  committed  on  board  a  foreign  sblp-of- 
ia  not  comprehended  within  this  descrip- 

The  Coninlar  Convention  with  France,  haa 
also  been  relied  on,  as  proving  the  act  of  deli- 
vering up  on  individual  to  a  foreign  power  to 
'  )  in  its  nature  Judicial  and  not  Executive. 

The  ninth  article  of  that  Convention  anth(^ 
izes  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  either 
nation  to  cause  to  be  arrested  all  deserters  from 
their  vessel,  "for  which  purpose  the  said  Con- 
sols and  Yioe  Consuls  shall  address  themaelves 
to  the  courts,  judges,  and  ofBcers  compe- 
tent." 

This  article  of  the  Convention  does  not,  lik« 
the  27th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Britain,  sti- 
palate  a  national  act,  to  be  performed  on  the 
demand  of  a  nation ;  it  only  authorizes  a  tat- 
eign  Minister  to  cause  an  act  to  be  done,  and 
prescribes  the  course  he  is  to  pursue.  The 
contract  itself  is,  that  the  act  shall  be  perform- 
ed by  the  agency  of  the  foreign  Consul,  throng 
the  medium  of  the  courts ;  bnt  this  affords  no 
evidence  that  a  contract  of  a  very  different 
nature  is  to  be  performed  in  the  some  manner. 

It  is  said  that  the  then  President  of  the 
United  States  declared  the  incompetency  of 
the  courts,  Judges,  and  offioeta,  to  execute  this 
contract  without  on  alct  of  tiie  Legislature. 
Bat  the  then  Preaident  made  no  each  dedara- 

He  haa  s^d  that  some  le^ative  provision  is 
requiuto  to  carry  the  stipulations  of  the  Con- 
vention into  full  effect.  This,  however,  is  by  no 
means  declaring  the  incompetency  of  a  depart- 
ment to  perform  an  act  stipulated  by  treaty, 
until  the  lepshitive  authority  shall  direct  its 
performance^ 
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It  hu  been  contended  that  the  oondaot  of 
the  Executive  on  former  ocoasioiis,  nmilar  to 
this  in  principle,  baa  been  each  as  to  evince  an 
opinion,  even  in  tbst  department,  that  the  oue 
in  qnestion  ie  proper  for  tbe  decision  of  ihe 


case  of  prizes  made  within  the  joriadiotioD  of 
the  United  States,  or  by  privateem  fitted  out 
in  their  ports. 

The  nation  waa  bonnd  to  deliver  np  thoee 
prizes  in  lite  manner  aa  the  oBition  Is  Aow 
bonnd  to  deliver  np  an  individnal  demanded 
ander  the  fiTth  artiole  of  the  treaty  with 
Britain.  The  duty  was  the  same,  and  devolved 
<»  the  same  department. 

In  quoting  the  decision  of  the  Ezecutire  on 
that  case,  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York  has 
t^en  occasion  to  bestow  a  high  encominm  on 
tlie  late  Preddent ;  and  to  consider  his  con- 
duct as  fornifihing  an  example  worthy  the  imi- 
tation of  his  snc«e83or.  It  mnst  be  the  caose 
of  much  delight  to  the  real  friends  of  that  great 
man ;  to  those  who  eDpport«d  his  Administra- 
tion while  in  office  from  a  conviction  of  its  wis- 
dom and  its  virtne,  to  hear  the  nnqnaltfied 
praise  which  is  now  )>eetowed  on  it  by  those 
who  hod  been  sopposed  to  possess  different 
opinions.  If  the  measore  now  nnder  conside- 
ration shall  be  fonnd,  on  eiamination,  to  bo  the 
same  in  principle  with  that  which  has  been 
cited,  by  its  opponenta,  as  a  fit  precedent  for  it, 
then  may  the  menda  of  the  gentleman  now  in 
office  indolge  the  hope,  that  when  he,  like  his 
predeoeasor,  shall  be  no  mdre,  Lfa  oondnot  too 
may  be  qnotsd  as  an  extunple  for  the  govem- 
mant  of  his  aaooeaaors. 

The  evidence  relied  on  to  prove  the  opinion 
of  the  then  Executive  on  the  oaset  oonasts 
of  two  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
one  of  the  39th  of  Jnne,  1708,  to  Mr.  G^et, 
and  tbe  other  of  the  I6th  of  Asgaat,  1TB8,  to 
Hr.  Morris. 

Id  the  letter  to  Mr.  Genet,  Ute  Secretary 
•aya,  that  tbe  claimant  having  filed  his  libel 
against  the  ship  William,  in  the  Oonrt  of  Ad- 
miralty, there  was  no  power  wMoh  could  take 
the  vessel  ont  of  oonrt  nntil  it  hod  decided 
a^inst  ita  own  Jorisdiction ;  tbA  having  so  de- 
cided; the  complaint  is  lodged  with  the  Exec- 
utive, and  he  asks  for  evidence,  to  enable  that 
department  to  ocasider  and  decide  finally  on 
thesnttjeot 

It  vnll  be  difihmlt  tofind  in  this  letter  an  Ex- 
eoDtive  opinion,  that  the  case  was  not  a  case 
for  Execnttve  decision.  The  contrary  is  clearlT 
avowed.  It  is  tme,  that  when  an  individuu, 
claiming  the  property  as  his,  had  asserted  that 
claim  in  court,  tbe  Ezecative  acknowledges  in 
itself  a  want  of  power  to  dismiss  or  decide  npon 
the  claim  thus  pending  in  oonrt.  Bnt  this  ar- 
gnes  no  opinion  of  a  want  of  power  in  iUelf  to 
decide  vpoa  the  case,  it,  instead  of  being  carried 
before  a  conrt  as  an  individnal  claim,  it  is 
brought  before  the  Exeontive  as  a  national  de- 


mand. A  private  snit  institnled  by  an  individ- 
nal, asserting  his  claim  to  propettv,  can  only  bt 
controlled  by  that  individnal.  The  ExeenCive 
can  give  no  direction  concerning  it.  Bat  a  pub- 
lic proseoatioD  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the 
Umted  Statee  can,  without  impropriety,  be  dis- 
missed at  the  will  of  tlie  OovemmenL  *  Tba 
opimon,  therefore,  given  in  this  letter,  is  li 
tionably  correct ;  but  it  is  certainly  a' 
stood,  when  it  is  oon^dered  as  being  an  opmion 
that  the  question  was  not  in  its  nature  a  queslieD 
for  Esecntive  decinon. 

In  the  letter  to  Mr.  Morria,  tbe  Bearetsiv  is- 
serts  tbe  principle,  that  veaeelB  taken  witbis 
our  jurisdiction  ought  to  be  restored,  bnt  saj^ 
it  is  yet  nnsettied  whether  the  act  of  restmatim 
is  to  be  performed  by  tbe  Exeontive  or  Jadidal 
Department  The  principle,  then,  aocording 
to  this  letter,  ia  not  submitted  to  the  court— 
whether  a  vessel  captured  within  a  given  dis- 
tanoe  of  the  American  coast,  was  or  was  not 
captured  within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  tbe  United 
States,  was  a  question  not  to  be  determined  \ij 
the  courts,  bnt  by  tbe  Executive.  The  doubt 
expressed  is  not  what  tribunal  shall  settle  tbe 

gmciple,  bnt  what  tribunal  shall  settle  the  fact 
this  respect,  a  doabt  might  exist  in  the  caw 
of  prizes,  which  oonld  not  exist  in  tbe  case  of  ■ 
man.  Individaals  on  each  side  claimed  tbe 
property,  and  therefore  their  rights  could  be 
brought  into  court,  and  there  oontested  M 
a  case  in  law  or  equity.  The  demand  ef  a 
man  made  by  a  nation  atonda  on  different  prin- 
oiplea. 

Having  noticed  thepaiticnlar  letters  dted  ti^ 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  permit  me  nav, 
said  Jlr.  M.,  to  ask  the  attention  of  tbe  HotM 
to  the  whole  oonrae  of  Executive  condoct  oa 
this  interesting  sotyect. 

It  is  first  mentioned  in  a  letter  thmi  the  Sw- 
retaiy  of  Btate  to  Ur.  Genet,  of  the  afitb  <f 
June,  1798.  In  that  letter,  the  Secretary  itata 
a  oottsnltation  between  himself  and  the  Secre- 
taries of  the  TreBBury  and  War,  (the  President 
beine  absent,)  in  which  (so  well  were  they  »- 
sored  of  the  PreaideDt's  way  of  thinking  in 
those  cases)  it  was  determined  that  the  tmhIi 
shonld  be  detained  in  the  custody  of  tbe  Coo- 
suIb,  in  the  ports,  until  the  Qovemmei^  ol  the 
United  States  shall  be  able  to  inquire  into  lud 
decide  on  the  &oL 

In  bis  letter  of  tiiie  12th  of  July,  1798,  the 
Secretary  writer  the  President  has  determined 
to  refer  tbe  qneations  concemiiw  priiM  "to 
persons  learned  in  the  laws,"  and  he  reootsa 
that  certain  vessels  enumerated  in  the  letter 
sbonld  not  depart  "until  his  ultimate  detennlna- 
tion  shall  be  made  known." 

In  bis  letter  of  the  7th  of  Angnat,  179S,  tbe 
Secretary  informs  Mr.  Genet  that  Uw  Preriiieiit 
considers  the  United  Stales  as  bonnd  "to  rf 
fectnate  the  restoration  of.  or  to  make  eompw- 
sotion  for,  prizes  which  shall  have  been  mad* 
of  any  of  the  parties  at  war  with  Ftauoe,  sab- 
sequent  to  the  0th  day  of  Jane  last,  by  priva- 
teers fitted  ont  of  our  porta,"    That  It  is  esMi- 
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qaenQj  expected  that  Mr.  Genet  will  cause 
netitndon  of  SQch  prizes  tc  be  made,  and  tbat 
tb«  UDited  States  "will  oaiue  restitntion "  to 
be  made  "of  all  mob  prizw  aa  ahnll  be  bere- 
afler  bronght  within  tueir  ports  bj  any  of  the 
B^  privateeTB." 

In  his  lettOT  of  the  10th  of  November,  1798, 
tlie  Secretarj  infbnns  Ur.  Oenet,  that  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  obtainiiLK  testimonj  to  ascertain  the 
&ct  of  (^ptnre  witnia  the  jnriadictioa  of  the 
United  States,  the  Govemon  of  the  sereral 
BtaUs  were  reqneeted,  on  receiving  any  anch 
claim,  immediately  to  notify  thereof  the  Attor- 
neys of  their  several  districts,  whose  dnty  it 
woold  be  to  give  notice  "  to  the  principal  agent 
<d  both  parties,  and  also  to  the  GonsnU  of  the 
nations  intereelod ;  and  to  recommend  to  them 
to  appoint  by  mntnal  consent  arbiters  to  de- 
dde  whether  the  captnre  was  made  within  the 
JnriadiGtioD  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in 
my  lett«r  of  the  6th  inaL,  according  to  whose 
award  the  Governor  may  proceed  to  deliver 
Oie  veesel  to  the  one  or  the  other  party."  "  If 
tither  party  reflise  to  name  arbiters,  then  the 
Attorney  is  to  take  depositions  on  notice,  which 
be  ia  to  transmit  for  the  information  and  de- 
dnon  of  &e  Prewdent"  "  This  prompt  pro- 
eednre  Is  the  more  to  be  insisted  on,  as  it  will 
enable  the  Preddent,  by  on  immediate  delivery 
of  the  veasel  and  ca^o  to  the  party  having 
title,  to  prevent  the  injuries  consequent  on  long 
delay." 

In  his  letter  of  the  22d  of  November,  1798, 
the  Secretary  repeats,  in  snbstance,  his  letter  of 
the  12th  of  Jnly  and  7th  of  Angnst,  and  says 
tttat  ihe  determination  to  deliver  up  oertam 
Teasels,  involved  the  brig  Jane,  of  Dnblin^he 
Iwig  Lovely  Lssa,  and  the  brig  Prince  Wil- 
liam Henry.  He  oonolndee  with  saying:  "I 
have  it  in  charge  to  inquire  of  yon,  sir,  whether 
tbese  three  bri^  have  been  g^ven  np  according 
to  the  determmatiou  of  the  President,  and  if 
they  have  no^  to  repeat  the  reqmsition  that 
ihey  may  be  given  np  to  thwr  former  owners." 

Ultimately  it  was  settled  that  the  fiict  shonld 
b«  inreetigated  in  the  ooorts,  bnt  the  decision 
was  regulated  by  the  principles  eebibliahed  by 
th«  Execndve  Department. 

The  decisioI^  then,  on  the  case  of  vessels  cap- 
tured within  the  American  Jurisdiction,  by  pri- 
Tateen  fitted  ont  of  the  American  porta,  which 
tb«  gentleman  from  Kew  York  has  cited  with 
HDch  merited  approbation;  which  he  has  de- 
clared to  stand  on  the  same  principlea  with 
tbose  which  onght  to  have  governed  the  case 
of  Thomas  Nash ;  and  which  deserves  the  more 
reqteet,  becanae  the  Govemment  of  the  United 
States  was  Qien  so  dronmstanced  as  to  assore 
ns  that  no  opinion  was  lightly  token  up,  and  no 
reaolntion  formed  bnt  on  matnre  oomdderation ; 
tbis  dedaion,  qnoted  as  a  precedent  and  pro- 
junmced  to  Im  right,  is  fonnd,  on  fair  and  taR 
examination,  to  be  precisely  and  nneqnivocally 
-the  same  with  that  which  was  made  in  the  case 
tmder  consideration.  It  is  a  fall  anthority  to 
sfaow  that,  in  tho  opinion  always  held  by  the 
you  IL— M 
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American  Government,  a  case  lite  that  of 
Thomas  Nash  is  a  case  for  Execntive  and  not 
Jadicial  decinon. 

The  clnnse  in  the  const! tntion  which  declares 
that  "  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  esses  of 
impeachment,  shall  be  by  Jury,"  has  also  been 
relied  on  as  operating  on  the  ci^  and  transfer- 
ring the  decision  on  a  denjand  for  the  delivery 
of  an  individnal  ftom  the  Ezeontive  to  the  Ju- 
dicial Department. 

Bnt  certainly  this  clanse  in  the  Oonstitntion 
of  the  United  States  cannot  he  thonght  obliga- 
tory on,  and  for  the  benefit  of,  the  whole  worid. 
It  is  not  designed  to  seoore  the  rights  of  tlie  peo- 
ple of  Enrope  and  Asia,  or  to  direct  and  con- 
trol proceedings  against  criminals  throughont 
the  nniverse.  It  can  then  be  deaigned  only  to 
guide  the  proceedings  of  onr  own  courts,  and  to 
prescribe  the  mode  of  pnnishing  offences  com- 
mitted against  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  which  tho  Jorisdiotion  of  the  na- 
tion may  rightfully  extend. 

It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  conrts  of 
the  United  States  were  incapable  of  trying  the 
crime  for  which  Thomas  Naab  was  delivered  np 
to  jastice.  The  question  to  be  determined  was, 
not  how  his  crime  aboold  be  tried  and  pnnislied, 
bat  whether  be  shonld  be  delivered  np  to  a 
foreign  tribonal,  which  was  alone  capable  of 
trying  and  pnni^iing  him.  A  provision  for  thft 
trial  of  crimes  in  the  conrts  of  the  United  8tat«e 
is  clearly  not  a  provision  for  the  performanoe, 
of  a  national  compact  for  the  soirender  to  a 
foreign  Government  of  an  offender  aguust  that 
Government. 

The  clanse  of  the  constitntion  declaring  that 
the  trial  of  all  Crimea  shall  bebvjory,  has  never- 
even  been  construed  to  extend  to  the  trial  of 
crimes  committed  in  the  land  and  naval  foroea 
of  the  United  States.  Had  such  a  conatmctioii 
prevailed,  it  would  most  probably  have  pros- 
trated the  constitntion  itsell^  with  the  libertiee 
and  the  independence  of  the  nation,  before  the 
first  disciplined  invader  who  should  approach 
onr  shores.  Necessity  wonld  have  imperiously 
demanded  the  review  and  amendment  of  so  un- 
wise a  provision.  If^  then,  this  clanse  does  not 
extend  to  offences  committed  in  the  fieets  and 
armies  of  the  United  States,  how  can  it  be  con- 
sti^ed  to  extend  to  offences  committed  in  the 
fleets  and  armies  of  Britain  or  of  Prance,  or  of 
the  Ottoman  or  Rnsdan  Empires  t 

The  same  argument  applies  to  the  observa- 
tions on  the  seventh  article  of  the  amendments 
to  the  constitntion.  That  article  relates  only 
to  trials  in  the  courts  of  the  United  State«^ 
and  not  to  the- performance  of  a  contract  fbr 
the  delivery  of  a  mnrderer  not  triable  in  those 

In  this  part  of  the  argument,  the  gentleman 
fh)m  New  York  baa  presented  a  dilemma,  of  a 
very  wonderftil  stmctnre  indeed.  He  saya  that 
the  offence  of  Thomas  Nash  was  dther  a 
crime  or  not  a  crime.  If  it  was  a  crime,  the 
constitutioa^  mode  of  pnnishment  onght  to 
have  been  observed;  If  it  was  act  a  crime,  he 
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ooght  not  to  have  been  delivered  up  to  a  foi^ 
eign  GoTemment,  where  hia  pnnishment  was 
laevitable. 

It  bad  escaped  the  observation  of  that  gentle- 
man, that  if  the  murder  comraitted  by  Thomas 
Nash  was  a  crime,  yet  it  was  not  a  crime  pro- 
yided  for  by  the  constitntion,  or  triable  in  the 
com^  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  if  it  was 
not  a  crime,  jet  it  ia  the  precise  case  in  which 
hia  Biirrender  was  stipulated  bj  treaty.  Of  this 
extraordinarj  dilemma,  then,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  is,  himself,  perfectly  at  liberty 
to  retain  either  horn.  He  nas  chosen  to  oon- 
mder  it  as  a  crime,  and  says  it  haa  been  made  a 
crime  by  treaty,  and  is  ponished  by  sending  the 
offender  ont  of  the  conntry. 

The  gentleman  is  incorrect  in  every  part  of 
his  statement.  Mnrder  on  board  a  British 
frigate  is  not  a  crime  created  by  treaty.  It 
would  have  been  a  crime  of  precisely  the  same 
magnitude  had  the  treaty  never  been  formed. 
It  is  not  punished  by  sending  the  offender  ont 
of  the  ITnited  States.  The  experience  of  this 
unfortnnate  criminal,  who  was  hung  and  gib- 
beted, evinced  to  htm  that  the  pmiialment  of  his 
crime  was  of  a  mnch  more  serious  nature  than 
mere  baniabment  from  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
gentleman  fivm  Virginia  have  both  contended 
uiat  this  was  a  case  proper  for  the  decision  of 
die  eonrta,  because  points  of  law  occorred,  and 
points  of  law  most  have  been  decided  in  its  de- 
term  inatJon. 

The  points  of  law  which  must  have  been  de- 
oided,  are  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Fenn- 
Bflvania  to  be,  flret,  a  question  whether  the 
offence  was  committed  within  the  Britisli  Ju- 
risdiction ;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  crime 
charged  was  comprehended  within  the  treaty. 

It  Ss  trne,  sir,  uiese  points  of  law  most  have 
occnrred,  and  most  have  been  decided ;  but  it 
by  no  means  follows  Qiat  they  could  only  have 
been  decided  in  ooort.  A  voric^  of  legal 
qneadons  muM  present  themselves  m  the  per- 
formance of  every  part  of  Eiecntive  duty,  but 
these  questions  are  not  therefore  to  l>e  decided 
in  court.  Whether  a  patent  for  land  shall  issue 
or  not  is  always  a  question  of  law,  but  not  a 
qnestloa  which  must  necessarily  be  carried  into 
oonrt.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
seems  to  have  permitted  himself  t«  have  been 
misled  by  the  misrepresentation  of  the  oonstitn- 
tjoo,  mode  in  the  resolntions  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York ;  and,  in  consequence  of  being 
BO  misled,  his  observations  have  the  appearance 
of  endeavoring  to  9t  the  constitution  to  bis  ar- 

riCDta,  instead  of  sOaptlDg  his  arguments  to 
constitution. 
When  the  gentleman  baa  proved  that  these 
are  questions  of  law,  and  that  they  must  have 
been  decided  by  the  President,  he  has  not  ad- 
vanced a  single  ^ep  towards  proving  that  they 
were  improper  for  Executive  decision.  The 
question  whether  vessels  captored  within  three 
milee  of  the  American  coast,  or  by  privateers 
fitted  ont  in  the  American  ports,  were  legally 
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captured  or  not,  and  whether  the  American 
Government  was  bound  to  restore  them,  if  tn 
its  power,  were  questions  of  law ;  but  they 
were  questions  of  pohtical  lojr,  proper  to  be  de- 
cided, and  they  were  decided  by  the  Execntive, 
and  not  by  the  eonrta. 

The  catus/aderi*  of  the  guarantee  was  aqnee- 
tion  of  law,  but  no  man  oonld  have  hazarded 
the  opinion  that  such  a  question  moat  be  car- 
ried mto  conrt,  and  can  only  be  there  decid- 
ed. So  the  eatui  /iBferii,  under  the  twenty- 
seventh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
ia  a  qoeetion  of  law,  bat  of  political  law.  The 
question  to  be  decided  Is,  whether  the  psrticn- 
lor  cose  proposed  be  one  in  which  the  nation 
has  tjonnd  itself  to  act,  and  this  is  a  qnesticm 
depending  on   principles  nover  anbmitt«d  to 

If  a  mnrder  should  be  committed  within  the 
United  States,  and  the  murderer  should  seek  an 
asylnm  in  Britain,  the  question  whether  the 
earoMfadera  of  the  twenty-seventh  article  had 
occurred,  so  that  his  delivery  ought  to  be  de- 
manded, would  be  a  questioa  of  law,  but  do 
man  would  sa^  it  was  a  question  which  ought 
to  be  decided  m  the  oonrta. 

When,  therefore,  the  gentleman  from  F«m- 
aylvania  haa  established,  that  in  delivering  np 
Thomas  Nash,  points  of  law  were  decided  by 
the  President,  he  haa  estabhshed  a  pontion 
which  in  no  degree  whatever  mda  his  a^- 

Tho  case  was  in  ita  notnre  a  national  demand 
made  upon  the  nation.  The  parties  were  the 
two  nations.  They  caimot  come  into  court  to 
litigate  their  claims,  nor  can  a  court  decide  on 
them.  Of  conseqnence,  the  demand  is  not  a 
caae  forjudiciol  cognizance. 

The  neeident  ia  the  sole  organ  of  the  nation 
in  its  external  relationa,  and  its  sole  repreacDts- 
tive  with  foreign  nations.  Of  consequence,  ^M 
demand  of  a  foreign  nation  can  only  be  mads 


the  whole  EzeontJTO  power.  Htt 
holds  and  directs  the  force  of  the  nation.  Of 
consequence,  any  act  to  be  performed  by  the 
force  of  the  nation  is  to  be  performed  throogli 
him. 

He  is  charged  to  execute  the  laws.  A  treaty 
is  declared  to  be  a  law.  He  must  then  eieciit« 
a  treaty,  where  he,  and  he  alone,  poaaeasea  the 
means  of  executing  it. 

The  treaty,  which  ia  a  law,  enjoins  the  ^er- 
formanee  of  a  partionlsr  olijeot.  The  person 
who  ia  to  perform  this  object  ia  marked  ont  by 
the  constitution,  dnce  the  person  is  named  who 
conducts  the  foreign  intercourse,  and  ia  to  tsks 
care  that  the  laws  be  fkithfully  executed.  The 
meana  by  which  it  ia  to  be  performed,  the  fivoe 
of  the  nation,  ore  in  tlie  hands  of  this  person. 
Ought  not  thb  person  to  perform  the  object, 
although  the  particular  mode  of  ti^ng  the 
meana  has  not  l»en  prescritiedt  OongrwB,  nn- 
quesljonably,  may  prescribe  the  mode,  knd 
may  devolve  on  othen  the  irboI« 
of  the  contract;   bat,  tUl  this   b* 
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done,  it  seeuu  the  dstj  of  tlie  Execative  De- 
putmeot  b>  exeonte  the  contract  hj  any  means 


The  gentleman  from  PeniuylTania  oontenda 
thftt,  althoogh  this  ahoold  be  p^perlf  an  £xeo- 
ative  dntj,  yet  it  cannot  be  performed  nntil 
Congress  Bhail  direct  the  mode  of  performance. 
Ha  sajB  that,  altboagh  the  jarisdictiDn  of  the 
ooorta  is  extended  by  the  constitotioD  to  all 
finfin  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction, 
jet  if  the  courts  had  been  created  withoat  any 
express  aawgnmeDt  of  jnrisdiotion,  thay  conld 
not  haTO  taken  cognizance  of  casee  expressly 
■Hotted  to  them  by  the  constitation.  The  Ex- 
ecutive, he  uya,  can,  no  more  :han  conrta,  anp- 
^j  a  legislatire  omisdon. 

It  is  not  admitted  that,  in  the  ;ase  slated, 
(xmrts  oonid  not  have  taken  jurisdiction.  The 
contraiy  is  believed  to  have  been  the  correct 
opinion.  And  althongh  the  Exeontive  coimot 
anpply  a  total  L^islative  omisdon,  yet  it  is  not 
admitted  or  believed  that  there  is  snch  a  total 
omisfflon  in  this  case. 

The  treaty,  stipnlating  tliat  a  morderer  shall 
be  delivered  ap  t«jDstioe,ia  as  obligatory  as  an 
act  of  Congress  ""tWng  the  same  declaration. 
I^  tlieii,  tl)N«  vaa  an  act  of  Congress  in  the 
words  of  the  treaty,  dedarin^  that  aperson  who 
had  committed  murder  withm  the  jnrisdiction 
of  Britwn,  and  eonght  an  asylnm  vithin  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  should  be  deliv- 
ered up  by  the  United  States,  on  the  demsnd 
tS  His  Britannic  Mtyes^,  and  eaoh  evidence  of 
hJH  criioinality,  as  would  have  Justified  his  oom- 
mitmeat  for  trial,  had  the  offence  been  here 
committed ;  could  the  President,  who  is  bonnd 
to  exeonte  the  laws,  have  jQsti&ed  \^a  refbsal  to 
deliver  up  the  criminal,  by  saying,  that  the 
Legislature  had  totally  omitted  to  provide  for 
the  case. 

The  £xeontive  is  not  only  the  oongtitDtional 
^>artment,  bnt  seems  to  be  the  proper  depart- 
ment to  'which  the  power  in  qneetion  may  most 
wisely  and  most  safely  be  confided. 

The  d^artment  which  is  introsted  with  tbo 
whole  foreign  intercourse  of  the  nation,  with 
the  negotiation  of  all  its  treaties,  with  the 
power  of  demanding  a  reciprocal  performance 
of  the  article,  which  is  occunntable  to  the 
nation  fbr  the  violatdon  of  its  engagements  with 
foreign  nations,  and  for  the  conseqoences  re- 
aolting  from  such  violation,  seems  the  pro- 
per department  to  be  intrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion of  a  national  contract  like  that  under 
oonsidieratioa. 

If,  aX  any  time,  policy  may  tranper  tie  strict 
«xecntion  of  the  contract,  where  may  that  po- 
fitioal  discretion  be  placed  so  safely  as  in  the 
deparbnent  whose  dnty  it  is  to  nnderstond 
precisely  the  state  of  the  political  intercourse 
and  connection  between  the  United  States  and 
faram  nodoDs,  to  understand  the  manner  in 
wluMi  the  particnlar  stipnlatdon  is  expluned 
and  performed  by  foreign  natioDS,  and  to  nn- 
dentaud  completely  the  state  of  the  Union  I 

Thia  department  too,  Independent  of  judicial 


eiA,  which  may,  \ 
called  in,  is  ftamished  m 
whose  dnty  it  is  to  onderstand  and  to  advise 
when  the  eatu*  fa&eriM  occnrs.  And  if  the 
President  should  cause  to  be  arrested  nnder  the 
treaty  an  individnal  who  was  so  circnmsttuicad 
"as  not  to  be  properly  the  object  of  snch  an  ar- 
rest, he  mayj>erhapa  bring  the  question  vX  Uie 
legaUty  of  his  arrest  before  a  judge,  by  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpns. 

It  is  then  demonstrated,  that,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  American  Government,  the  ' 
qnestitni  whether  the  nation  has  or  has  not 
boond  itself  to  deliver  up  any  individual, 
charged  with  having  committed  murder  or 
forgery  within  the  jnrisdiotion  of  Britun,'  is  a 
question  the  power  to  decide  which  rests  alone 
with  the  Exbcntive  Department. 

It  remains  to  inquire  whether,  in  exercising 
this  power,  and  in  performing  the  dnty  it  en- 
joins, the  President  has  committed  an  unan- 
thoriied  and  dangerous  interference  with  ju- 
dicial d 


ton,  not  for  trial  in  tSe  American  courts,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  being  delivered  np  to  Jnstioa 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  between  the  two 
nations,  has  been  already  bo  ably  argued  by  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  nothing  further 
can  be  added  to  that  point.  Ho  would  there- 
fore, Kr.  Mashhall  said,  consider  the  case  as 
if  Nash  had  been  delivered  np  instead  of  having 
been  oommitted  for  triaL  Admitting  even  this 
to  have  been  the  fact,  the  oonolnsions  which 
have  been  drawn  from  it  were  by  no  means 
warranted. 

QentJemen  had  oonndered  it  aa  an  offenoe 
agunst  judicisl  authority,  and  a  violation  of  Jn- 
dioial  rights,  to  withdraw  from  their  sentence  a 
crin^iafagunst  whom  a  prosecution  had  been 
commenced.  They  had  treated  the  subject  oa 
if  it  was  the  privUege  of  courts  to  condemn  to 
death  the  guilty  wretch  arru^ed  at  their  bar, 
and  that  to  intercept  the  jndpnent  was  to  vio- 
late the  privilege.  Nothing  can  be  more  in- 
correct than  thu  view  of  the  case.  It  is  not 
the  privilege,  it  is  the  sad  du^  of  courts  to  ad- 
minister criminal  judgment.  It  is  a  doty  to  be 
performed  at  the  demand  of  tiie  nation,  and 
with  which  the  nation  has  a  right  to  dispense. 
If  judgment  of  death  is  to  l>e  pronounced,  it 
must  be  at  the  proseontion  of  the  nation,  and 
the  nation  may  at  will  atop  that  prosecution. 
In  thia  respect  the  Preddent  expresses  consti- 
tutionally the  will  of  the  nation;  and  may 
rightfoily,  as  was  done  in  the  case  at  Trenton, 
enter  a  nolle  proiegui,  or  direct  that  the  crimi- 
nal be  prosecuted  no  farther.  This  is  no  in- 
terference with  jodicial  detrisions,  nor  any  in-  ■ 
vasion  of  the  province  of  a  court.  It  is  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  indubitable  and  a  constitntional 
power.  Bad  the  Prerident  directed  the  Judge 
of  Charleston  to  decide  for  or  a^unst  his  own 
jorisdiction,  to  condemn  or  acquit  the  prisoner, 
this  would  have  hwm  a  dangerous  interference 
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with  Judicial  deciriouB,  and  ought  to  have  boen 
ruiBted.  But  no  SQch  direction  baa  been  given, 
nor  any  such  decision  been  required.  If  the 
Prasident  determined  that  Thomas  Nonb  ought 
to  have  been  delivered  np  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment for  a  murder  committed  on  board  a 
British  frigate,  provided  evidence  of  the  fact 
was  adduced,  it  was  a  qnestion  which  dnty 
obliged  him  to  determine,  and  which  be  de- 
termined rightly.  If,  in  conseqnenoe  of  this 
determination,  he  arrested  the  proceedings  of  a 
conrt  oo  a  national  prosecution,  he  had  a  right 
to  arrest  and  to  stop  them,  and  the  exercise  of 
this  right  was  a  necessarj  oonseqaence  of  tJie 
determination  of  the  principal  question.  In 
conforming  to  this  dacisioa,  the  conrt  has  left 
open  the  question  of  ite  jarisdiclian.  Should 
another  proseeataon  of  the  same  sort  be  com- 
menced, which  should  not  be  suspended  bnt 
continued  by  the  Eieontive,  the  case  of  Thomas 
Nash  wonid  not  bind  as  a  precedent  against  the 
forisdictioQ  of  the  conrt.  If  it  should  even 
prove  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  a 
murder  coijimitted  on  board  a  foreign  fleet  was 
not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  it  would 
prove  nothing  more;  and  though  this  opinion 
might  rightfully  induce  the  Executive  to  exer- 
cise his  power  over  the  prosecution,  yet  if  the 
proeeontum  was  continned,  it  would  have  no 
influence  with  the  oourt  in  deciding  on  its.  Ju- 
riadiolion. 

Taking  the  fact,  then,  even  to  be  as  the  gentle- 
men in  support  of  the  reeolutdona  would  state 
it,  the  fact  cannot  avail  them. 

It  ia  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  in  the  ease 
atated  to  the  President,  the  Judge  himaelf  ap- 
pears to  have  considered  it  as  proper  for  Execu- 
tive decision,  and  to  have  wished  that  dedsion. 
The  Preudent  and  Judge  seem  to  have  enter- 
t^ed,  on  this  snhjeot,  uie  same  opinion,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judge,  the 
^^Ucation  was  made  to  the  President. 

It  luB  then  been  demonstrated — 

1st  That  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash,  as  stated 
to  the  President,  was  completely  within  the 
twenty^eventh  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain. 

Sd.  That  this  qnestion  was  proper  for  Eieon- 
tive, and  not  for  Judicial  decision ;  and, 

So.  That  in  deciding  it,  the  Prendent  is  not 


After  trespasring  so  long,  Ur.  Mamkau.  said, 
oa  the  patience  of  the  House,  in  ai^uing  what 
had  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  material  points 
growing  out  of  the  resolutions,  he  regretted  the 
aeoeesity  of  detuning  them  still  longer  for  the 
purpose  of  noticing  an  observation  which  ap- 
peued  not  to  be  oonudered  by  the  gentleman 
who  made  it  as  belonging  to  the  argument. 

The  subject  introduced  by  this  observation, 
however,  was  so  calculated  to  interest  the  pob- 
lio  feelings,  that  ho  must  be  excused  for  stating 
Us  opinion  on  iL 


The  B 


Bed  American  """"f".  who  ihonld 


commit  homicide  for  the  purpose  of  libenting 
himself  trwa  the  vessel  in  which  be  wtig  con- 
Sned,  ought  not  to  be  given  np  se  a  murdenir. 
In  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  concurred  entirely  with 
that  gentleman.  '  He  believed  the  opinion  to  bt 
unquestionably  correct,  as  were  the  ressonB  tint 
gentleman  had  given  in  support  of  it  He  had 
never  heard  any  American  avow  a  contrary 
sentiment,  nor  did  he  behove  a  oontrary  secci- 
ment  could  find  a  place  in  the  bosom  of  sn 
American.  He  could  not  pretend,  and  did  cot 
pretend  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  EiecDtiie 
on  this  subject,  because  he  had  never  heard  the 
opinions  of  that  department ;  bnt  be  felt  tbe 
most  perfect  oocvictioD,  founded  on  the  gene- 
ral conduct  of  the  Government,  that  it  could 
never  surrender  an  impressed  American  to  tfae 
nation  which,  in  making  the  impressment,  had 
committed  a  national  iqjury. 

This  belief  waa  in  no  degree  shaken  by  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive  in  this  particnlar  cue. 

In  Us  own  mind,  it  waa  a  sufficient  defence 
of  the  President  from  an  impntstian  of  this 
kind,  that  the  fact  of  Thomas  Nash  bmng  in 
impressed  Amerioan,  was  obviously  not  con- 
templated bj  him  in  the  dension  he  msdc  on 
the  principles  of  the  case.  Consequently,  if » 
new  circumstance  occurred,  which  wonld  esseti- 
tially  change  the  case  decided  by  the  FrMident, 
the  Judge  ought  not  to  have  acted  nndn'  that 
decision,  but  the  new  circumstanoe  oogfat  to 
have  been  stated.  Satis&oCory  aa  tins  detente 
might  appear,  he  should  not  resort  to  it,  becsma 
to  some  it  might  seem  a  subterAige.  He  de- 
fended the  conduct  of  the  Preddent  on  other 
and  still  stronger  ground. 

The  President  had  dedded  that  a  mucdtt 
committed  on  board  a  British  frigate  on  tli* 
high  seas,  waa  within  the  Jnrisdiotion  of  thit 
nation,  and  consequently  within  the  twenty- 
seventh  article  of  its  treaty  with  the  United 
States.  He  therefore  directed  Thomae  Nuh  to 
be  delivered  to  the  British  Minister  if  sstiifae- 
tory  evidence  of  the  mt^er  should  oe  adduced. 
The  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  was  sntanittad 
entirely  to  the  Judge, 

If  Thomas  Nash  had  oommitted  a  mmdcr, 
the  daoifflon  was  that  he  should  be  rarrendered 
to  the  British  Minister;  bnt  if  he  had  not  com- 
mitted a  murder,  he  was  not  to  be  aorreadaed. 

Had  Thomas  Nash  been  an  imprened  Amen- 
can,  the  homicide  on  board  the  Honnione  wouU, 
most  oertunly,  not  h&ve  been  a  nrarder. 

The  act  of  impresni^  an  American,  is  sn  set 
of  lawless  violence,  I^  oonflnemeot  aa  bond 
a  vessel,  is  a  continnaticxi  of  the  violence,  and  u 
additional  outrage.  Death  ootumitted  within  the 
United  States,  in  resitting  such  violence,  wvnH 
not  have  been  murder,  and  the  person  dving 
the  wound  could  not  nave  been  treatea  a*  ■ 
murderer.  Thomaa  Nash  wu  only  to  have  b(«o 
delivered  np  to  justice  on  iuoh  evidenoe  as,  hfd 
the  faot  been  oommitted  wttfain  the  roiud 
States,  would  have  been  snffldent  to  hare  la- 
dnced  his  commitment  and  trial  for  mmdcr. 
Of  consequence^  the  dedalon  of  tlw  FteKdeot 
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nt  Friffolt  ComilMaim,  ix. 


rta  M  expressed,  m  to  exclude  the  case  of  an 
inipreseed  American  liberattDg  bitnBelf  bf  boml- 
cioe.  He  oonclnded  with  observing,  that  he 
bad  ilreadj  too  long  availed  himself  of  the  in- 
dolgence  of  the  Honse,  to  venture  farther  on 
that  indnlgence  by  recapitnlating  or  reinforcing 
the  argnmenta  which  hod  olrewij  been  ui^ed. 

When  Mr.  MABsniXL  had  coaclnded,  Mr.  Daka 
roM  and  spoke  against  the  resolutions. 

An  aijjonmment  was  then  called  for  and  car- 
ried—jeaa  SO,  najs  48. 

Sattbdat,  March  8. 
Com  qf  Jimatkiin  £oiiiiu. 

The  Eooee  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  made  on  Thnrsday  last,  hy  the  Cominit- 
tse  of  the  whole  Honse,  to  whom  wae  referred 
^e  Mesaage  of  the  President  of  the  XTuited 
States,  of  the  seventh  ultimo,  cont^ning  their 
disagreeiuent  to  the  motion  referred  to  them  on 
the  twentieth  ultimo ;  and  the  said  motion  being 
read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

(See  ante — Mr,  LivraoaroN's  resolution,  Feb- 
mary  20.)* 

^.  NioHOUA  spoke  in  answer  to  Mr.  V«h- 

■HILL. 

The  qnestjon  was  then  taken  that  the  House 
do  agree  with  the  Conimittee  of  the  Whole  in 
their  disagreement  to  the  same,  and  resolved  in 
the  afBrmativft—yeaa  61,  nays  80,  as  follows  ; 

Tui.— Wnils  Alston,  Geoif^  Bier,  Bailey  Bort^ 
l«tt,  Junes  A.  Bmjard,  Joim  Bird,  John  Bniini, 
■VTilliiun  Cooper,  William  Croik,  John  Daytnport, 
Franklin  Davenport,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  riennii, 
fisorge  Den^  Joseph  Dickson,  William  EJtnoad, 
Thomas  Evuu,  Abial  Foeter,  Dwight  Foitar,  Jona- 
than FmniBn,  Henry  Qlenn,  Saanel  Goode,  Chatta-- 
cey  Goodrich,  EHIzor  Ooodrich,  William  Gordon, 
Edwin  Gray,  Soger  GriswoM,  William  Bairy  Gtovb, 
Sobert  Geodloa  Harper,  Archibald  HendeisOD,  Wil- 
liam H.  HiD,  Jaroea  H.  Imlay,  Jamea  Jones,  John 
Tilkes  Kitten,  Heiu;  Lee,  Silas  Lee,  Samael  Lyman, 
James  Linn,  John  MBraball,  Ahr^iam  Nott,  Hai- 
rison  G,  Otia,  Kobert  Page,  Joiiah  Parker,  Tbomaa 
Pinckney,  Jonai  Piatt,  Leven  Powell,  John  Read, 
John  Rntled^e,  jr,,  Samuel  Sewall,  Junea  Sheofe, 
WiUiam  Shepaid,  Richard  Dobba  Spaight,  David 
Stone,  Beqjamin  Taliaierro,  Qeone  Thatcher,  John 
Chew  ThoaiU,  Kchard  Thomas,  JoMph  B.  Vamnm, 
Pelsg  Wadswortb,  Robert  Wain,  Lamnel  Williama, 
and  Henry  Wooda. 

yara — Tbeodonu  BaSey,  Phanuel  Bishop,  Robert 
Bnrwn,  Samael  J.  Cabell,  Gabriel  Cfariatie,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Condit,  Joseph-  EggleatoD,  Lncaa  Elmen- 
der^  John  Fowler,  Albert  OtdiaUn,  Andrew  Qiegg, 
Jolm  A.  Hamia,  Joseph  Helaler,  David  Holmes, 
Geoive  Jac^Bon,  Aaron  Eitchell,  Michael  Ldb, 
Uat^ew  Lyoit,  Edward  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Peter  HnUanben,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
Joeepb  H.  Nlcbwion,  John  Randolph,  John  Smille, 
Jdhn  Smitli,  Samnel  Smith,  Thomas  Sumter,  John 
Thompaon,  Abiam  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
CortUndt,  and  Bobert  WUliama 

A  motion  was  made  to  a^jo^irn.  ^f-  MaooN 
boped  the  Honae  would  ait  and  decide  the  reso- 


Intion  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware,  so  as  to  have  done  with  the  business,  and 
not  to  enter  on  another  week  with  it;  however, 
54  ridng  for  the  B^onrnmeDt,  it  was  carried. 

MoNsaT,  March  10. 
Com  of  Jonathan  S^bin», 

Mr.  BaraRD  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Menage 
of  the  Presiilent,  relative  to  Thomas  Nash,  alias 
Jonathan  RobbinB,  and  a  resolntion  snbmitted 
by  himself  to  the  House,  approbating  the  con- 
duct of  the  President,  and  referr^  to  that 
committee,  be  discharged  from  the  fbrtber  con- 
sideration thereof. 

A  long  debate  arose  npon  this  motion,  in 

which  Messrs.  RA.KD0LPH,  Datib,  Jonbs,  NlOH- 

oulB,  LivmosTON,  and  Eooluton,  spoke  against 
it — and  Messrs.  BaTAsn,  Bino,  Otis,  KnrBBa, 
ViBsroitj  RcTUDO^  Edmoko,  Bhjpabd,  and 
H.  I.SR,  m  favor  of  it ;  when  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative— ^yeas  62,  nays  3S. 

MomiaT,  Maroh  11, 
Medal  to  Captain  Truxtm. 

Mr.  PasKER  o1>served  that  information  had 
been  received  of  a  very  gallant  action  having 
occurred  between  a  frigate  of  the  United  Statea 
of  88  guns,  commanded  by  Commodore  Trnx- 
ton,  and  a  French  vessel  of  G2  gnns,  which  waa 
eitremeiy  bloody,  but  valiant  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  commander.  It  was  not  usual  to 
grant  emolaraents  on  account  of  any  particniar 
gallant  action,  to  our  officers,  bat  to  give  appro- 
bation was  common  and  conmstenL  In  other 
countries,  he  said,  monuments  had  been  ei;eoted 
to  commemorate  such  splendid  victories. 

As  a  testimonial  of  the  regard  of  Congress  for 
the  officers  who  so  bravely  snpported  the  flag  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  encourage  Mmilar  acta 
of  bravery,  he  would  propose  the  following  re- 
solution : 

Xitoictd,  hg  fJtc  Senate  and  Bmtti  of  ^yretalatiw 
o/the  Uailtd  Slatti  in  Coitsmt  oMienibUd,  That  a  goldaa 
medal,  emblematical  of  the  late  action  between  the 
Uoited  States  &igate  Conatellation  of  38  guna,  and 
the  French  ship-of-war  La  Vengeance  of  S2  gnna,  be 
purchased  nnder  the  Secretarf  of  the  Navy,  and  be 
presented  to  Csptun  Thomas  Tmitoo,  in  teatimoOT 
of  the  high  tense  entertained  by  Congreii  of  his  gaU 
lautr;  and  good  conduct  in  the  above  engagement 


ToBBDaT,  March  18. 
OfHeen  attd  Orew  of  the  GotuteUation. 
Mr.  PaBKBB  moved  that  the  nnfinished  bu^ 
nesB  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  resolution  which  he  yesterday  laid  on  the 
table,  relative  to  tbe  captain,  officers,  and  orew 
of  the  Constellation ;  waea 
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Mr.  NiOHOLBOM  Bud  he  wished  it  mi^t  not 
be  taken  into  oonsideration  antil  Eome  officinl 
iofoniMtion  was  received  upon  the  sabject  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  upon  which  reao- 
IntioDa  c&n  be  groondod.  In  oia  opinion,  tlie 
reeolntion  of  the  gentleman  did  not  go  far  enough. 
It  had  heen  said,  that  a  yonng  officer  had  volun- 
tarily lost  his  hie,  ratber-than  shrink  from  his 
doty,  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  noticed. 
Be  was  in  favor  of  giving  bis  approbation  of  the 
oonduet  of  the  officers  dnd  crew  in  more  general 
terms  than  the  resolntioa  on  the  table  contem- 
I^ted. 

After  some  observationB  from  Messrs.  Ckam- 
PLiN  and  Habpbr,  who  were  of  the  same  opinion, 

Ur.  Fabkbk  gaid,  he  did  not  suppose  a  donbt 
ooold  exist  apon  this  subject  sufficient  to  require 
any  further  ioformatioa  than  had  been  received 
through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers.  He  had 
seen  a  letter  in  the  poeseasion  of  the  Secretary 
of  Uie  Navy,  from  Oaptoin  Baker,  of  the  Dela- 
ware, who  had  every  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  dtuation  of  the  enemy's  Mgate,  was  in  the 
same  harbor,  and,  being  a  nantical  man,  was  of 
course  able  to  give  a  correct  opinion  on  her  then 
situation,  and  the  evident  marks  of  the  bravery 
uS  her  antagonist  with  whom  she  oontended— 
this  was  snfflcient  to  satis^  his  mind. 

I^  said  Mr.  P.,  gentlemen  think  the  resolntion 
does  not  go  far  enough,  there  ia  no  one  who  will 
more  cheerfblly  concur  in  offering  other  testi- 
moniea  of  approbation,  than  myself.  With  re- 
spect to  the  young  officer,*  whose  gallantry  and 
good  oondaot  had  been  so  highly  spoken  oi,  it 
,  was  his  intention  to  have  brought  forward  a 
Teaolntiou  for  setting  up  his  bust  in  a  niche  of 
the  Capitol  of  the  city  ofWashington. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  with  observing  that  he  had 
BO  ottjeotion  to  call  for  information  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  would  therefore 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Hr.  pAsXKs  then  move4  that  the  House  come 
to  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Betolefd,  That  the  Secraui?  of  the  Navy  be  ifr- 
qoeated  to  lay  before  thii  Honn  any  informatioa  he 
may  posam,  mpectlDg  Iha  engagement  irhioli  lately 
toA  placa  In  the  Wegt  Indie)  between  the  United 
StitBi  &igate  CoQiteHadan  and  a  French  ihip-of-wi 
and,  alto,  rttptetitig  tht  amdud  afJamtt  Janit,  a  an 
liyiiia«  CM  board  A»  aidJHgatx. 

Mr.  SmrB  moved  to  strike  ont  the  words 


Ur.  BiBD  proposed  to  insert  in  lien  thereof^ 
the  following  worda :  "  And  also  upon  the  con- 
duct of  any  officer  or  other  person  on  board 
0aid  frigate,  who  may  have  pardonlarly  Mgnal- 
izad  himself  in  the  edd  action;"  wbioh  Ur.  B. 
supposed  would  meet  the  intention  of  the  mover, 
and  be  less  liable  to  objection  than  the  words 
proposed  to  he  stricken  ont. 

Mr.  PasKKB  having  oonsented  to  the  mo^- 
oation,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Wbdiixsdat,  March  19. 

Military  Aeadeny,  ie, 

Mr.  Ons,  from  the  Oommittce  of  Defeace, 

reported   a    hill    for    establishing   a   Uiliurj 

Academy,  uid  for  better  organizing  the  coqa 

of  Engineers  and  Artillerists. 

The  bill  was  proceeding  to  be  read,  wh«n 
Mr.  Otis  suggeatcd  that  as  this  bill  oontaioed 
much  the  sanie  in  detail  as  a  report  on  the  eob 
jeet  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  whioh 
every  gentleman  was  acquainted,  he  sappowd 
the  reading  would  not  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Macon  sud  be  should  have  no  otnection 
to  its  being  read  a  fint  time,  though  he  aid  not 
think  it  necessary ;  hut  he  would  give  nctiM 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  move  thai  the  bill 
be  r^ected.  He  mentioned  Ids  reasons  to  b« 
the  expense  of  the  measure  generally,  which  it 
was  an  improper  time  to  incur. 
The  bill  having  been  read,  he  made  the  mo- 
Mr  Otib  and  Mr.  Chakplut  answered.  Ur. 
Vabkdh  supported  the  motion,  which  wu  it 
length  negatived,  49  to  49 ;  and  the  biU  wiste- 
ftrred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  BoDsa, 

Thcbsdat,  March  SO. 

Setnmal  nf  Stat  of  Ocrermnent, 

Mr.  Otb  observed  that  it  appeared  to  be  tb* 

general  opinion  that  the  seat  of  GovernnwDt 

would  be  removed  to  the  Federal  City,  ud 

that  Oongreas  would  commence  their  next  set- 


thereto;  and  as.it  would  be  reposing  too  m 
power  in  the  Oommisdoners  who  now  act  there 
to  rely  entirely  on  their  reports;  and  as  wm* 
measurea  must  be  reported  and  adopted  before 
the  end  of  the  preeent  sesuon,  he  laid  OQ  the 
table  the  followmg  resolution : 

"  SaolrfJ,  Tbat  a  committee  be  arodoted  to  o»- 
■ider  what  meatnres  an  expedient  for  Congiru  to 
■ddpt,  prepaiatory  to  the  removml  of  tfae  hM  ti 
Government,  with  leave  to  report  by  bm  «  cUw- 

Amy  DardiiCt  Com. 
The  House  went  into  a  cmumittee  on  Qm  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pethion 
of  Amy  Dardin,  which  waa  that  the  nrajer  d 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grantee.  Being 
taken  up  in  the  Honae,  the  propriety  and  im- 
propriety of  granting  it  was  ag&in  oontendt^ 
when  there  appeared  in  favor  of  the  report  41, 
BgunsI  it  42.  The  Spkakxb  decided  in  tb« 
affirmative,  so  that  the  claim  was  not  adndlteiL 

Fbidat,  Uarch  21. 
Action  qf  the  R^ata  CbnalaUafwa. 
TIA  Spkaxkb  laid  before  the  Bonse  a  repnt 
fh>ra  the  Seoretaij  of  the  Na^,  in  oompBapce 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Honae,  reapectiag 
the  engagement  which  occnired  between  the 
fl'igate  Constellation  and  a  Frenoh  ship-of-ww. 
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The  report  enclosed  a  letter  from  Captain  Triii- 
tDO,  detailing  the  action,  and  also  extracta  of 
letters  ftom  tbe  American  Consol  at  Curagoa, 
ind  one  from  the  Americaa  agent  at  St.  Eitts, 
rejecting  the  disabled  s/ate  of  the  French  ehip 
1a  vengenr.  As  to  any  particular  speeimen  of 
Tilor,  the  Becretarj  reeeired  no  information ; 
but  that  all  the  o'fficera  and  men  had  acted  with 
the  most  nneiampled  braver;  and  decomm  was 
itteeted  bj  the  captain,  whose  good  niannge- 
ment  was  evinced  by  the  singnlar  soccess  of  the 
Ktion.  The  Secretary  mentions  the  singnlar 
tiTBTery  of  James  Jarvis,  a  Midshipman,  who 
preferred  death  to  qnitting  his  post. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Lzs,  this  report,  to- 
gether with  a  resolntion  proposed  some  days 
rinee  by  Ur.  Fakkek,  was  referred  to  the  If  aval 
Committee. 

MoBD&T,  Uarch  36. 
Medai  to  Captain  TrvxVm. 

Itt.  FanxKB,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  re-' 
ported  the  following  re^lntions : 

"Retoittd,  hg  Ike  Smalt  and  Eaute  of  Seprfitm- 
tl^m  of  At  UniUd  Satet,  in  Conjmw  aaembUd, 
That  the  Prendeot  of  the  United  StiMs  be  reqncitcd 
M  pnHnt  lo  Captain  Tbomai  Traiton,  ■  goldea 
toedal,  emUematioal  of  the  late  action  betwran  the 
United  Statu  frigalt  ConatsUatioD,  of  S8  gam,  and 
tlw  FMnch  (bip-of-ww  La  Vengenr,  of  M  gam,  in 
tMthnonv  of  the  bk;b  «mim  tntntained  by  Congrcu 
</  bii  gallantly  ana  good  condnct  in  the  tbore  en- 
gagoneut,  wher^  an  example  wai  exhibited  by  the 
captain,  officer*,  aatlon^  and  maiinei^  honorable  to 
the  American  name,  and  imtmctiTe  to  ita  riling 
navy. 

■*  JttmJral,  That  the  eondnct  of  Jamei  Jarrik,  a 
Bi-isbipman  In  said  frigate,  who  glorionaly  preferred 
oertain  death  to  an  abandonment  of  Ms  poat,  ia  de- 
Krring  of  the  bigheat  praiu  ;  and  that  the  lou  of  so 
pmnnaing  an  officer  ii  a  subject  of  national  regret," 

The  HoQse  then  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  these  reiolntioDs;  the  first  of  which 
being  nnder  consideration, 

Mr.  BaHDOLpH  said,  that  inasmuch  as  he 
eoold  not  give  his  assent  to  these  resolntions, 
ha  felt  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  stating 
the  reasons  which  wonld  govern  bis  Tote. 

It  was  not  with  any  ioteotion  to  detract  from 
tbo  deserved  reputation  which  had  been  so 
nobly  earned  by  the  captdn,  officers,  and  crew 
of  theOonrtellation;  still  leai  to  withhold  the 
veil-earned  a^lanse  due  to  that  gallant  yonth 
nrho  had  saerinced  his  life  in  &e  prosecotion  of 
his  dnty.  It  was  to  the  iirst  of  these  resolu- 
tion^ only,  that  he  should  deny  his  cononrrence. 
He  ahcnld  do  this,  unless  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Nsval  Committee  ahoold  show  to  bim  that  it 
iraa  the  dnty  of  the  commander  of  the  Oonstel 
UtioD  to  persiat  in  the  chase,  and  compel  to  oc 
tion  a  ship  of  snch  snperior  force.  This  con' 
dnot  was,  in  his  opinion,  raah ;  and,  when  the 
situation  of  the  United  States  and  France 
tmfcen  into  consideration,  it  was  peooliarly 
ttdTissble.  Onr  Commisdoners  were  at  this 
tioM  in  the  capital  of  that  oonntr;  negotiating 


[H.  otB. 

peace.  How  did  the  puisnit  of  tliis  ship — the 
forcing  her  into  an  action,  which  ended  in  the 
crippling  of  both  vessels — comport  with  that 
protection  which  was  to  be  afforded  to  onr 
immerce  b^  the  Constellation  I 

Mr.  R.  said  that  bis  dnty  obliged  bim  to  act 
upon  his  own  opinion ;  and,  however  singular 
it  may  appear,  he  should  vote  against  the  first 
resolution,  nnless  the  gentleman  who  brought  it 
forward  would  make  it  appear  that  it  was  the 
dnty  of  Captwn  Truiton  to  compel  the  Ven- 
geance to  come  to  action,  when  he  knev  her  to 
be  of  such  snperior  force.  The  second  reaoln- 
tion  met  his  most  hearty  approbation, 

Mr.  PasEEB  said,  what  the  present  state  of 
things,  bet  ween  the  two  conntnes  might  be,  in 
the  opinion  of  his  colleague,  be  oonld  not  say; 
hot  Mr.  P.  conceived  it  was  no  other  than  it 
was  at  the  time  Congress  passed  a  bill  which 
prescribed  the  condoct  of  our  naval  command- 
ers. In  that  bill  they  were  anthorized  to  take 
or  destroy  all  French  anned  vessels :  tmder 
these  orders  Captain  Tmiton  left  this  conntij, 
and,  in  obedience  to  Instructions  to  that  effect, 
be  pursued  and  engaged  this  vessel,  whic^ 
though  of  superior  force,  be  had  beaten,  ^ad 
he  not  attacked  her,  it  is  most  probable  she 
wonld  have  proceeded  against  onr  commerce. 
The  law  having  been  passed  by  Congress,  if  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  not  nven 
orders  conformably  thereto,  he  would  liave 
been  snl^ect  t«  impeachment.  He,  therefore, 
presnmea  it  to  be  his  dnty ;  and,  most  certain- 
ty, snch  orders  being  given  to  the  command- 
ers, th^r  were  bound  to  conform  to  them. 
Mr.  P.  thought  that  this  and  greater  approba- 
tion ought  to  be  expressed  Dy  Congress  for 
conduct  BO  braVe  and  unprecedented.  In  some 
conntriee  monuments  haa  been  ra^ed.  bat  this 
was  nnoecesaary,  Ihongh  merited.  Onr  naval 
exertions  were  very  recent  and  confined,  but  an 
instance  of  extraordinary  valor  having  occnrred 
it  ought  to  be  honorably  and  suitably  noticed. 

Mr,  NiCHOLAB  said,  however  he  might  agree 
with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Bandolfb)  in  a  desire 
that  no  condnct  shonJd  be  encouraged  that 
would  tend  to  aggravate  France  in  the  present 
situation  of  things,  he  could  not  agree  with  him 
in  hia  present  sentiments.  While  we  were  in  a 
state  of  actual,  though  not  of  declared  war,  Mr. 
N.  thought  it  was  naturally  to  be  expected  that 
onr  commanders  would  act  in  their  complete 
military  character,  when  our  ships  were  arrayed 
for  batUe,  and  power  given  to  act  up  to  the  full 
rigor  which  the  laws  of  honor  and  of  war  would 
warrant.  In  the  conduct  of  the  captain,  as 
well  as  the  crew,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  saw  nothing 
bat  what  was  extremely  laudable,  and  highly 
meriting  approbation. 

Mr.  Lton  said  be  rose  to  request  the  diviwon 
of  the  question  on  theresolndona  He  was  dis- 
posed to  vote  for  the  latter  resolution,  and  not 
for  the  tbrmer 

The  8f«AKXB  declared  they  wonld  be  divided, 
and  that  the  question  before  the  House  was  on 
the  agreeing  to  the  first  resolation 
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Mr.  Ltoit  observed  that  he  had  votad  for  tbi 
eqaipment  of  the  three  frigates  under  an  im 
presfflon  that  they  wonld  b«  employed  solelv 
for  tlie  protection  of  the  comoierce  of  this 
oonntry:  bnt  now  he  fonnd  himself  oolled  opon 
to  give  thanks  or  praise  to  tho  cominander  of 
one  of  those  iHgates,  and  for  what!  for  going 
OQt  of  the  station  asaigned  to  him,  as  the  most 
proper  for  the  protection  of  the  trading  vessels 
of  this  country,  in  ohase  of  a  ship-of-war  of 
mnoh  snperior  force ;  an^  for  reducing  the  ship 
nnder  his  oommand,  as  well  as  that  of  bis  op- 
ponent, to  a  mere  wreck.  Ur.  L  Boid  he  had 
seen  nothing  in  the  orders  which  had  been  pub- 
lished directing  him  to  do  this,  nor  did  he  think 
policy  or  pmdence  dictated  the  mesanre.  Let 
all  our  naval  commanders  be  excited  to  follow 
this  example ;  let  them  play  or  Sgbt  each  of 
them  their  vessel  agtunst  a  Frendi  veasel-ot- 
war  of  snperior  force  in  the  same  way,  and  onr 
naval  force  is  crippled,  while  the  French  will 
scarcely  fad  their  loss;  then  onr  commerce 
wonld  be  Wholly  at  their  mercy.  Besides  these 
oonriderations,  what  is  there  to  defend  that 
commerce,  on  the  station  left  destitnte  by  the 
Constellation,  while  she  is  refitting.  For  his 
part  he  was  as  glad  and  prond  aa  any  gentle- 
man that  oar  officers,  and  onr  sailors,  and  om- 
marines,  bad  behaved  gallantly  and  done  them- 
selves and  their  country  honor,  in  the  late  ac- 
tion, but  be  did  not  feel  himself  bonnd,  nnder 
existing  circomstanoee,  to  give  diitinguisbed 
prdse  to  the  conduct  which  produced  it;  he 
^on1d  therefore  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mt.  J.  Brown  would  voto  for  this  resolution 
for  the  very  reason  which  some  gentlemen  urged 
fbr  voting  against  it.  He  thought  the  very  fact 
of  chasing  a  ship  of  superior  force,  and  forcing 
her  to  on  action  which  had  been  attended  with 
sncoess,  was  a  commendable  act.  This  to  him 
wonld  be  the  only  inducement  fbr  paying  so 
high  a  mark  of  national  respect.  If  it  had  been 
an  attack  upon  a  vessel  of  inferior  force,  ho 
should  not  think  it  worth  notice.  The  otgec- 
tion  was  partly  on  acoonnt  of  the  French  ship 
belngof  snperior  force;  surely  this  wonld  rather 
be  a  reason  why  wo  shoold  have  vessels  of 
Kfcater  force  than  wa^have  now;  therefore  he 
hoped  the  worthy  member  would  aoffer  that 
brave  officer  to  go  to  sea  next  time  with  a 
Tl-gun  ship  nnder  his  command,  when  he 
would  donntlesa  bring  the  enemy  to  a  good  ao- 

T^e  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  this  resolu- 
tion and  carried — yeas  87,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Willi*  Alston,  George  Bur,  Bailey  B»rt- 
lett,  Jotm  Bird,  Fhuiuel  Bisbop,  Janalhui  Brace, 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brovn,  Samnel  J,  Cabell, 
Cbririopber  G.  CliampUii,  William  C.  C.  Claiborne, 
John  Condit,  WilUam  Cooper,  Samnel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  Thoinai  T.  Tfkvit,  John  Dawion, 
J(din  Dennia,  George  Dent,  Joseph  Dicluon,  William 
Edmond,  Jo9eph  Ef^eiton,  Lncas  Elmeodotpli,  Tho- 
mai  Cvang,  Abiel  Fatter,  Dwight  FoaMr,  John  Fow- 
ler, Jonalhan  Freeman,  Albert  Gallatin,  Heniy  Olenn, 
Samnel  Goode,  Chaoncey  Qoodrioll,  Elimr  Oood- 
rioh,  William  Gordon,  Edwin  Gray,  Bogec  Griswold, 


John  A.  Banna,  Robert  Qoodloe  Harper,  Tbooui 
Hartley,  Arohibold  Hender»on,  Wmiam  H.  Hfll, 
David  Holme*,  Beqjunin  Huger,  Jamei  H.  Imlay, 
Jamei  Jones,  Aaron  Kitchell,  J<Jin  Wilkea  Kitten, 
Henry  Lee,  Silas  I.ee,  Michael  Leih,  Samnel  Lyniin, 
Jame*  Linn,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John  Uanhill,  Fetti 
Mohlenberg,  Anthooy  New,  John  Nichdai,  Joaeph 
H.  Kicholeon,  Abraham  Nott,,Hani»n  O.  Otii, 
Joiiah  PaAer,  TbomuPinclcDey,  JonuFUtt,  Leies 
Powell,  Jobn  Read.  John  Kntledge,  ir.,  Sunael  3««i!l, 
Jamea  Sheafe,  William  Shepai^  John  Smilie,  Jotm 
Smith,  Samr*l  Smith,  Rlcbani  Stanford,  DaTid  SuiM, 
Beiyamiu  Ti.  aferro,  George  Thatcher,  John  Cbw 
Thcnnaa,  John  Thompaoo,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Tiig^ 
Philip  Van  Coitlacdt,  Joieph  B.  Vomnm,  Pclei 
Wadtworth,  Robert  Wain,  Robert  Williami,  Lamn^ 
Williama,  and  Henir  Wooda. 

Nats.— Geo^  Jackson,  Matfliaw  Lyon,  Jutui 
Bandolph,  and  Tbomai  Smnter. 

The  other  resolution  was  adopted  tinanfmew- 
Ig. 

ttom.t.T,  March  81. 
Lait  Superior  Copptr  Minei. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  antborizing  the  pEKsmu.T 
or  TBB  Ukitbd  States  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
purchase  of  the  Indians  a  tract  of  land  on  tb« 
soath  side  of  Lake  Snperior,  which  shall  inolade 
the  great  copper  bed;  and,  after  some  timR 
spent  therein,  the  oommittae  rose  and  reported 
resolntion  Uierenpon ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Retolved,  Iji  (ie  8emat  md  Hout  iff  Sepraatialiia 

'  lie  Vniltd  Staitt  a/Amrrica  m  Congrtm  autmUti, 

'aai   the   President   of  the   United    Slattu  be  u>- 

oriied  to  employ  an  agent,  who  ihall  be  innracud 

collect  all  material  informatiou  relative  to  Ibe  cop- 

r  mines  on  the  soath  ude  of  Lake  Snperior,  and 

aaoert^  whether  the  IridiiLn  title  to  snah  landj  u 

might  be  leqnired  for  the  u»  of  the  United  Stated 

in  case   they  riionld  deem  it  expodient  to  woifc  the 

lud  mine*,  be  yet  sabtiiCing ;   and,  If  to,  (he  tenni 

on  whicli  tlie  aame  can  be  extingaiihed :   And  that 

the  aaid  agent  be  inatmcted  to  make  report  to  llM 

Preaident,  la  «nch  time  aa  the  infommtioii  be  may 

collect  may  b«   laid  before  Coi^ieaa  at  thurnaxt 

Ordertd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Home  do 
carry  the  said  resolntjon  to  the  Seottt^  and 
deaire  their  oonoomnce. 


'Wednksda.t,  April  S. 
Stmotal  <tf  lAe  Seat  of  OovemmMl. 

The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  o<»D- 
mittee  on  the  bill  to  make  further  progren  tiv 
the  removal  and  accommodation  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  fill  a  blank  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  household  of  the 
President,  about  which  conaiderable  oonvena- 
tdon  occurred;  when  Ur.  StiTLUMS  moved  thit 
the  committee  rise,  in  order  that  time  nUf  he 
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given  for  learning  the  amouit  of  monej  wBOt- 
ing  for  this  object,  and  becanse  he  sapposed  the 
Cltairinaa  of  the  committ««,  who  wu  absent, 
might  he  able  to  give  that  infonnatioo.  The 
motioii  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  hat  renewed 
by  the  Spxaxcb,  and  at  length  oairied. 

TansBDA.1,  April  8. 

Mr.  Huras  obenred  that  in  gome  of  tbo 
Statfis  landa  were  received  in  aatisfiuition  of 
Judgments,  which  also  was  the  case  in  snch 
plaoBH  where  the  United  States  were  plaintiS. 
To  remedy  what  he  conceived  an  evil,  he  laid 
on  the  table  the  fbllowing  reaolntion : 

"Btiehtd,  Hut  a  eomnittee  be  appomted  to  in. 
qnon  and  tiptat,  t^  Ull  or  odnrwiia,  whether  anr, 
■nd  irtut,  flirttur  proviBom  an  imiiiiMiij  to  be  made 
nlidira  to  the  uiu  of  teal  eMate  deliverad 
Cuced  State*  in 


Three  members  were  appcnoted. 

Fbiday,  April  4. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whoia  on  the  bill  for  the  removal  and  accom- 
modation of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Scstee. 

Mr.  Habfke  pnqMMed  to  amend  the  act  so  as 
that  the  earn  to  acconunodate  the  hoosehold  of 
the  Prendent  tit  the  United  States  with  fiir- 
nitare,  in  addition  to  what  was  now  in  posses- 
rion  of  the  President,  should  not  operate  nntU 
after  the  third  of  March  next.  This  he  did,  he 
said,  in  conseqnence  of  some  oonstitation^ 
denbts  which  he  had  expressed.  The  constita- 
tion  declaring  that  the  salarj  of  the  President 
■honld  receive  no  addition  nor  diminntion 
during  his  being  in  office.  This  was  conourred  is. 

The  qaeation  then  was,  what  som  shoold  be 
■Howed  for  that  purpose ;  |S0,000,  116,000, 
•nd  $10,000,  were  severally  named. 

Ur.  BATrDOLFH,  oonsidering  the  priaciple 
itself  nnconstitational,  moved,  in  older  to  de- 
feat the  sectian  altogether,  (it  having  been 
ammded  and  being  out  of  order  to  move  its 
bdng  stricken  ont,)  to  insert  the  snm  of  (500. 
These  different  snms  called  forth  a  lengthy  de- 
bate. The  Bom  of  (20,000  was  negatived— 4d 
toS9.  That  of  $16,000  was  carrieo— yeas  .44, 
n^sia. 

ibe  bill  being  gone  throngh,  waa  ordered  to 
be  engroeeed  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 

Fbidat,  April  18. 

DixpvUd  Eleetiont  ofPretident,  Jte, 

Vr.  NicBoiAON  called  for  the  order  of  the 

day  on  tiie  bill  preecribing,  the  mode  of  dedd- 

ing  dispnted  elections  of  President  and  Yioe 

Premdent  of  the  United  Sutea. 

Mr.  Haxpsb  moved  that  it  be  postponed  tiU 
Iboday. 


Mr.  NiCHOLBos,  after  expressing  bis  ahlior* 
renoe  of  the  principles  contained  in  the  biU, 
then  moved  that  it  he  postponed  till  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

Messrs.  Hiajieii,  D.uia,  Rini.aDOK,  and  Mab- 
BHALi,  opposed  this  motion;  and  Meeam,  S. 
SioTH,  Oallatik,  RuixfOLFii,  NioEOLeoR,  and 
NionotAS,  snpported  it. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  naya,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  48,  nays  52. 

Mr.  K&spek's  motion  for  postponement  till 
Monday,  was  then  agreed  to — ayes  64. 

HoiiDAT,  April  31. 
Admiral!  in  the  Navy, 

Mi.  Paxxbb,  ttom  the  Naval  Oommitloe,  re- 
ported a  Liill  for  the  appointment  of  admirals 
for  the  navy. 

[This  biU  provides  fbr  the  app(rintment  of  one 
Yice  Admiral  and  fonr  Rear  Admirals,  and  ar- 
ranges the  fleet  into  squadrons.] 

It  was  read  a  first  time,  and  on  the  question 
for  the  second  reading,  it  was  carried — 8T  to  SI, 
Having  been  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  Oallatdt 
moved  its  postponement  till  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 

The  Speaeeb  said  the  question  was,  whether 
it  shoold  be  committed  or  notl    The  qnestion 
commitment  was  carried,  87  to  83.     The 

Jaestion  was  thea  to  moke  it  the  order  of  the 
ay  for  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 
Mr.  EooLEBTON  hoped  itwonld  be  postponed. 
a  eeiA  it  would  he  agreed  npon  to  sospend  the 
bnildiog  of  the  74'8  fur  the  present  year;  in  ad- 
dition to  this  om'  difference  with  France  would 
most  probably  be  soon  adjusted.  Another 
reason  was,  it  would  inonr  an  addition  of  ex- 

Eense,  which  it  would  be  improper  to  go  into, 
Bving  recently  agreed  to  borrow  $3,600,000. 
He  was  really  surprised  to  hear  such  a  bill  pro- 
posed; he  scarcely  could  think  his  coUeagoe 

Mr,  Pabxeb  aeXi  that  the  building  of  the  ?4'a 
was  not  BOBpended,  bat  it  was  thonght  advisable 
not  to  hurry  their  building.  He  stated  a  num- 
ber of  conveniences  that  would  attend  the  new 
arrangement;  that  the  whole  expense  would 
not  be  more  than  $10,000,  but  owing  to  the 
advantages,  he  believed  it  would  be  a  real  sav- 
ing. He  did  not  think  there  ooold  be  any 
certainty  of  a  peace,  from  the  revolationary  dis- 
position of  France ;  but  even  if  it  was  certwn 
that  peace  would  be  made  with  that  nation,  it 
was  not  certain  that  the  combined  powers 
would  not  renew  their  hostilities.  He  wished 
this  measure  to  be  adopted,  even  if  it  was  at 
the  expense  of  the  army.  The  retmn  of  peace 
would  render  the  army  nagatoir,  except  just 
enough  for  the  garrisons ;  the  whole  of  the  army 
expeuses,  he  said,  was  upwards  of  four  millions, 
bnt  the  whole  sum  expended  on  the  navy  (really 
a  more  efficient  defence  and  advantage)  was 
Uttle  more  Uian  two  millions.  He  wished  onr 
naval  defence  to  be  nurtured  and  rendered  re- 
spectable, for  whidi  iJie  squadron  arrangemests 
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and  uppolntments  of  mitable  commanders  were 

necesMTj. 

Mr.  CniMPLUT  also  spoke  b  fevorof  the  bill, 
and  in  favor  of  \U  commitment  for  an  earlier  day, 

Mr.  Claibobnk  oonld  not  think  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Pabxeb)  sincere  in  his  professions  that 
,tiie  army  was  not  neceseary,  when  he  perceived 
'that  every  motion  to  reduce  the  army,  whicli 
by  other  gentlemen  was  thonght  absolutely 
necessary,  hail  as  uniformly  been  opposed  hy 
that  gentleman,  Mr.  0.  said  be  did  not  loch 
forward  to  a  period  when  the  navy  as  well  aa 
the  army  would  he  nnneceesary.  Tba  appoint- 
ment migbt  take  place  at  any  time  when  there 
should  Iw  necessity  of  it;  and,  therefore,  as  it 
was  not  pretended  tlie  74'b  could  be  bnilt  before 
the  next  session,  it  would  then  be  time  enough 
to  think  of  voting  these  ofBcers. 

The  Spkiebb  s^d  that  it  was  nnknovrn  in 
the  Parliamentary  proceedings  of  any  country 
that  the  merits  of  a  btU  were  discnssed  on  a 
motion  for  postponement;  he  mnst  therefore 
say  that  any  discussion  on  the  bill  was  out  of 
<nder,  and  that  gentlemen  must  confine  tliem- 
eelves  merely  on  the  question  of  the  day  this 
bill  shonid  be  made  the  orderfbr, 

Ur.  Habpbb  stated  some  of  the  InoonTeni- 
ences  that  most  attend  gentlemen  who  bronght 
in,  or  would  wish  to  support,  a  bill  being  pre- 
sented, recommending  its  provision  by  a  motion 
to  postpone ;  he  conceived  the  bill  a  valnahle 
one,  and  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  endeavor- 
ing to  convince  the  House  of  that  fact,  but  he 
was  precluded  by  the  de<us!on  of  the  Ch^,  he 
most  therefore  b^  leave  to  appeal  from  the 
decision. 

The  question  was  pnt,  "  Is  the  deci^on  of  the 
Ohflir  right)  "  and  carried— yeas  65. 

Mr.  Buira  sud  he  should  vote  for  this  bill 
being  the  order  for  December  next,  hut  if  the 
Wa  were  then  ordered  to  proceed,  he  should 
vote  for  this  bill,  if  then  proposed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wore  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  Bhall  this  bill  be  postponed  dl.  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next) "  and  de<^ded  in 
the  negative — yeas  44,  nays  4G,  as  follows : 

TsAB.— Willii  Aliton,  Theodonu  Bailey,  Phuiuel 
Biabap,  Robert  Brawi;,  Suanal  J.  Cabell,  Matthew 
Cla;,  William  C.  C.  Clsibonw,  John  Condit,  Thomsi 
T..I>aTia,  Joho  DawBon,  Joseph  Egglestoo,  Lacai 
Elmendorph,  Jabn  Fowler,  Albert  G^atin,  Andreir 
Qrogg,  WlUiam  Barry  GroTB,  John  A,  Hanna,  Joseph 
Beiiter,  David  Holme*,  Oeo^  Jackion,  Junei 
Jonva,  Miahael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jamei  Unn, 
Nathaniel  Haoon,  Peter  Huhlenboig,  Antbony  New, 
John  Nicholas,  Jouph  H.  NiohoUoo,  Abraham  Nott, 
John  Randolfji,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samnal 
Smith,  Richard  Dobbs  Spugbt,  Richonl  StanTord, 
David  Stone,  Thoma*  Stunter,  Benjamin  Taliaferro, 
John  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  JiMeph 
B.  Varnam,  and  Robert  VyiUiams. 

Nats.— George  Baer,  Bailay  Bartlet^  Jame*  A. 
Bayard,  Joaatban  Brace,  John  Brown,  Chriitopber 
G.  Champlin,  William  Cooper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  Franklin  Davenport,  John  Dennia, 
George  Dent,  Joseph  Dicksao,  William  Edmond, 
niomai  Evatuj  Ablel  Foila:,  Dwigfat  Focter,  Jona- 


tban  Freeiflan,  &eDry  Glenn,  Chiiinn;  Gmdricli, 

Elimr  Goodrich,  Koger  Qriiwold,  Bobeit  Goadlw 

Haipei,  Benjamjn  Hnger,  James  H.  ImUj,  Htnit 

Lee,  Silaa  Lea,  Samoel  Lyman,  Lewii  R.    Mqctt^ 

Robert  Pan,  Josiah  Parker,  TbomBi  PindiiH;,  Jo- 

Piatt,  Leven  Powell,  John  Bead,  Jc^  Ratiedgt, 

,  Samuel  Sewall,  James  Sbeafe,  Williini  Shcp- 

"nrd,  George  Thatcher,  John  Chew  Tbomai,  Richarf 

Thomaa,  Robert  Wain,  Lemuel  Williams,  ind  BeaiT 

Woods. 

The  hill  was  then  made  the  order  for  to- 


Fbidat,  April  S5. 
Conffret*  Librarj/. 

Mr.  DsHini  said  that  by  the  act  passed  thi 
present  sesuon,  further  to  provide  for  the  re- 
moval and  accommodation  of  the  Govenuaeu 
of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  eioee^ 
16,000  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  m 
procuring  a  ^brary.  In  order  to  Barry  tint 
provision  into  eiecntioD,  he  would  move  tlw 
ibUowiog  rcHolution: 

"Sttoleed,  That be •MmmiUM.jcuidjTia 

meh  ctanmittes  as  may  be  appointed  oaths  paitif 
the  Senate,  for  the  pmpoae  irf  making  oat  a  cala- 
logne  of  books,  and  adapting  the  beat  mods  of  ;n>- 
cnring  a  Library,  at  the  city  of  WuhingloD ;  ud 
for  adopting  a  ayatem  of  mis*  and  reguluiaai  rda- 
tdva  thuato.* 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  ¥al3, 
EvAiia,  and  Powxll,  appointed. 


Batubdat,  April  90. 
Slave  Trade. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  oommittes 
Ym  the  hill  from  the  Senate,  in  ad^tion  to  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  prohibiting  the  cairyiag 
on  the  slave  trade  from  the  United  Stata  to 
any  foreign  place  or  conntry." 

Mr.  J.  BsowK  said,  when  the  metlcffl  iru 
first  laid  on  the  table,  he  thonriit  it  improper 
to  prevent  the  citizens  of  the  Dnited  Stale*  en- 

ioying  the  benefits  of  a  trade  enjoyed  by  sB  lb* 
l!uropean  nations.  He  really  was  in  hopes  that 
the  good  sense  of  the  select  committee  Tonld 
have  [wrmitted  them  to  have  seen  the  policr  M 
realizing  the  act  in  qnestion.  Many  memoM* 
of  the  House,  he  observed,  knew  how  (he  fomi*' 
act  was  passed ;  they  knew  that  Oongreffl  *J* 
drilled  into  it  by  oeriwn  peisons  who  ^DsU 
not  take  n«  for  an  answer.  It  was  well  knc*s 
that  the  Abolition  Society,  otherwise  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  as  they  were  called,  were  vm 
troublesome  until  they  got  that  act  passed  It 
WBS  also  well  known  that  those  people  did  not 
do  much  to  support  tbe  Oovemment,  bat  that 
they  did  as  much  as  they  coidd  to  stnp  thenwa- 
sures  of  the  Government,  and  particulariy  '^ 
defensive  system,  on  which  onr  satjoaal  sMO- 
rity  depended. 

Mr.  NianoLAB  asked  whether  it  was  in  crM 
tu  abuse  any  clan  of  dtieena  in  this  nunii^ 
and  parUonlarly  since  no  motion  was  befbrsth* 
oommit(«el 
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The  Ghukmui  said  he  conceived  the  gentle- 
mw  to  lie  in  order,  sinoe  he  BQppo«ed  he  was 
ibout  to  make  a  motion  affecting  the  priudple 
of  the  bill 

Mr.  Bbown  resumed.  He  was  onlj  speaking, 
sgreeably  to  his  infonnatioii,  how  tiiis  bill 
cune  originall;  into  eiiBt«noe.  He  was  cer- 
tain that  this  nation  having  an  act  ogainet  the 
tlxve  trade,  did  not  prevent  the  exportation  of 
a  dave  from  Airica.  He  believed  we  might  as 
well,  therefore,  eqjoj  that  trade,  as  to  leave  it 
vholl;  to  others.  It  was  the  law  of  that  conn- 
trj  to  export  those  whom  they  held  in  slavery 
— who  were  as  mnoh  daves  there  as  those  who 
were  alavee  in  this  country — and  with  as  mnch 
nffht  The  very  idea  of  making  a  law  against 
thia  trade,  whitdi  all  other  nations  enjoyed,  and 
which  was  allowed  to  l>e  very  profitable,  was 
Dl  polioy.  He  would  farther  saj  that  it  was 
wrong,  when  considered  in.  a  moral  point  of 
view,  since,  by  the  operation  of  the  trade,  the 
very  people  themselves  mooh  bettered  their 
oundition.  It  onght  to  tie  a  matter  of  national 
policy,  since  it  would  bring  in  a  good  revenue 
to  our  Treasury.  It  was  not  pleasing  to  him, 
Ur.  B.  sud,  to  pay  an  interest  of  8  per  cent,  for 
onr  loan :  rather  than  borrow  money,  he  would 
wish  to  be  paying  off  some  of  our  old  standing 
debt,  which  ooiJd  be  done  by  increasing  our 
commerce,  or  rendering  it  free.  Hewisbeditto 
be  free  as  the  wind  that  blew — from  one  end  of 
the  world  to  tbe  other.  As  he  observed  before, 
he  believed  not  one  more  slave  woold  Iw  ei- 
poried  ft«m  AiHca,  while  our  merchants  and 
onr  revenue  would  enjoy  the  benefit. 

}lr.  B.  said,  onr  distilleries  and  mannfactories 
were  all  lying  idle  for  want  of  an  extended 
ooQuneroe.  He  had  been  well  informed  that  on 
those  coasts  New  England  mm  was  much  pre- 
ferred to  the  best  Jamaica  ^irits,  and  wonid  fetch 
a  better  price.  Why  should  it  not  be  sent  there, 
■od  a  profitable  return  be  made?  Why  should 
aheavy  fine  and  imprisonmentbe  made  the  pen- 
alty for  carrying  on  a  trade  so  advantageous  t 

Bnt,  he  observed,  if  it  was  tbonght  advisable 
that  the  old  act  ahonld  continue,  he  would  wiah 
it  eoold  be  made  to  meet  the  purposed  together, 
and  prevent  the  ayatem  of  slavery  entirely,  so 
that  eqnal  advantages  might  be  given  to  all 
tite  inhabitttuts  of  the  Union;  without  tbia,  it 
would,  as  it  ever  had  been,  remain  a  great  dis- 
advantage. Be  therefore  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee nae,  in  order  to  postpone  the  biU,  He 
believed  the  House  would  be  Detter  prepared  to 
meet  it  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Nicholas  seconded  the  motion,  not  bnt 
that  he  was  prepared  to  dedde  on  it,  bnt  that 
there  might  t>e  opuortnnity  given  to  express  an 
opinion.  He  really  could  not  understand  the 
gentleman,  when  be  said  that  onr  people  being 
employed  In  that  trade  would  not  add  nor  di- 
miniaii  the  nimiber  exported.  This  was  cei^ 
tdoly  a  wrong  calculation.  These  people  were 
enslaved  tor  their  masters,  or  to  supply  some 
foreign  market.  Oertunly  if  the  nnmber  of 
pnrdiuen  were  iucreaaed,  tbe  number  of  slaves 


would  be  increased.  Surely  the  gentleman 
would  not  wish  them  brought  into  the  United 
States  when  ha  talked  of  their  condition  being 
improved ;  this  was  a  fact,  to  be  sure,  bnt  would 
it  be  policy  so  to  do  ? 

Bnt  SDotber  and  an  important  point  was 
touched  upon — that  he  would  wish  the  law 
to  be  mode  to  meet  another  object,  if  it  was  de- 
termined to  prohibit  the  trade  in  this  connttr. 
As  a  Southern  man,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  would  ob- 
serve that  he  was  placed  in  a  most  nnfortnnate 
situation,  indeed,  in  being  obliged,  in  common 
with  other  people  of  those  Stales,  to  keep  men 
in  a  state  of  slavery  r  bnt  he  had  the  consola- 
tion to  inform  the  Houae,  that  he  believed  the 
people  of  the  Southern  States  were  wiping  off 
the  st»n  entuled  upon  them  by  their  predeces- 
sors, in  endeavoring  to  ameliorate  the  situatloik 
of  that  race  of  peo^e  as  mnch  as  possible.  This 
appeared  to  be  an  increa-iiug  diiiposition.  He 
hoped  tlie  gentleman  wonld  have  an  opportuni- 
ty to  produce  all  his  arguments  on  this  subjec^ 
in  bis  endeavors  either  to  get  the  law  repealed 
or  to  strengthen  it,  agreeably  to  his  wish,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  satisfied  that  he  would 
not  find  an  advocate  in  the  House. 

Mr.  D.  FosTXB  spoke  against  the  oommittee 

Several  sections  of  the  bill  were  then  gone 
through  with,  when  the  committee  rose,  and 
obtained  leave  to  dt  again. 

MoNDiT,  April  38. 

Tit*  Slmt  Trade. 

Mr.  RnrLsnai  moved  that  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  fiw 

Ereventiug  the  carrying  on  the  alave  trade.  A«., 
B  discharged  from  further  consideration  tnere- 
of.  He  conceived  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  de- 
fective bills  that  ever  was  before  Congrea?,  be- 
cause the  object  intended  was  in  nowise  pro- 
vided for,  or  utterly  impracticable, 

Ur.  Batabd  was  of  the  same  opinion.  He 
had  taken  some  pains  to  examine  the  bill,  but 
was  obliged  to  conclude  it  extremely  imperfect. 
The  objects  of  the  former  bill,  and  which  was 
intended  to  be  improved,  were,  to  prevent  Ae 
citizens  of  the  United  States  having  any  right 
iu  vessels  so  employed ;  and  also  to  prorent  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  being  employed 
on  board  any  such  vessels.  He  tmsted  that  a 
great  m^ority  of  the  members  of  the  House 
would  be  in  favor  of  those  principles,  and  efibo- 
tnaUy  promote  them.  It  would  indeed  be  ex- 
tremely dishonorable  in  a  country  like  this,  to 
affirm  snoh  a  trade,  bo  contrary  to  all  thoee 
principles  hold  dear  In  the  United  States,  and 
which  ought  to  be  promoted.  His  dedre  was, 
that  a  bill  should  be  constructed  upon  the  true 
principles  of  the  intent  of  Congress :  so  far  he 
thought  they  might  go,  bnt  no  farther.  To  be 
sure,  as  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr, 
J.  Bbown)  ol>served,  the  Gtoverament  could 
derive  revenue  from  the  encouragement  of  this 
trade,  b^t  he  thought  a  more  dishonorable  Item 
of  revenue  conld  not  be  established.  > 
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The  committee  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Batabd  then  moved  tli&t  the  bill  shonld 
he  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Kdti.ei>ok  hoped  this  would  not  be 
agreed  to ;  he  was  not  disposed  at  this  late 
day  of  the  session  to  take  up  any  new  hnsinees 
that  was  not  of  urgency.  He  thought  It  was 
perfectly  nnaeoessary  to  make  a  new  act  upon 
the  subject ;  he  believed  the  former  act  did 
every  thing  that  was  Deeeeaarr  or  practicable  to 
be  done.  What  more  could  be  wanted  than 
that  persona  engaged  in  this  traffic  shonld  for- 
feit their  ships  and  pay  a  fine,  besides,  in  many 
instanoea,  imprisonment  of  the  person  offending) 
Snrely  that  was  all  tlie  occasion  reqnired.  The 
different  States  which  had  heretofore  imported 
those  people  into  the  United  States  had  estab- 
lished the  policy  not  to  import  any  more;  bat  in 
addition  to  this  willing  restriction,  the  Federal 
Government  thonght  proper  to  prevent  the 
trade  being  carried  on,  by  onr  ships,  to  those 
Donntries  which  did  soffer  their  importation. 
This  waa  going  very  far  indeed,  hot  so  far  it  was 
thoQght  proper  to  go,  to  tbmish  a  peace-offering 
to  those  philanthropista  whose  urgency  was 
great  to  aocompliah  the  general  dostmction  of 
the  trade.  However,  the  activity  of  the  people 
of  the  fbnr  New  En^^land  States  first  engaged 
them  in  this  profituble  traffic;  their  produce 
would  bring  a  good  price  on  the  African  coast, 
and  why  they  might  not  enjoy  the  profit  of  it 
as  well  as  the  English  he  conld  not  conceive. 
He  believed  it  to  be  impossible  effectaaily  to 
prevent  it.  Some  gentlemen,  indeed,  had  talk- 
ed of  authorizing  onr  crnisers  to  sei^e  vessels  of 
this  kind,  bat,  suppose  they  were  oonfiscated, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  their  cai^^oest  They 
could  not  be  broaght  into  the  United  States. 
Where  could  they  be  carried!  It  was  not  eon- 
sistont  with  the  policy  of  the  West  India  Isl- 
ands to  saffer  them  to  land  there,  since  it  was 
their  practioe  to  keep  these  people  in  bondage, 
and  tiiey  did  not  want,  nor  oould  they  suffer 
free  men  to  inundate  those  colonies.  He  knew 
of  no  place  where  they  oOnId  be  landed  but  St. 
Domioso,  and  as  these  people  wonld  not  have 
been  of  those  who  had  procured  the  ireedom  of 
slaves  there — were  not  of  those  who  had  spread 
devastation  and  murder  throaghout  that  island. 
It  was  probable  they  would  spam  them  from 
their  shores.  What  then  was  to  be  done  with 
them  t  Surely  no  gentleman  would  wish  them 
to  be  drowned,  and  it  would  be  as  absurd  to 
think  of  sending  them  back  to  Sierra  Leone  1 
These  difficulties  he  thought  insnperable. 

Ur.  Walk  hoped  the  bill  would  be  committed, 
and  that  the  provisions  of  it  would  be  made 
effectual  to  its  ol^ect.  As  for  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  believed  he  ooold  say  they 
were  un&nimonsly  in  favor  of  tiie  trade  being 
pnt  an  end  to  most  completely ;  which  ws  ' 
nowise  done  by  the  law  now  in  force,  no: 
the  hill  now  proposed.  He  said  it  was 
known,  that  great  grievances  did  exist  for  want 
of  the  due  execntion  of  the  law,  and  mnch 
greater  titan  were  generally  known,  and  henoe 


it  waa  that  no  more  was  heard  of  it  from  tba 
people  on  thb  subject.  He  hod  been  well  ia- 
formed  that  sreat  evasions  had  taken  fttoe,  and 
that  this  unlawful  trade  was  becoming  more 
and  more  in  use.  In  the  last  year  he  behsied 
that  near  forty  vessels  entered  the  West  Indies 
with  this  illicit  spedee  of  commerce.  Id  smii« 
parts  of  the  United  States,  he  had  been  veil 
informed,  it  was  become  so  popular,  that  if  a 
vessel  was  seized  and  sold,  it  was  impowtbto  to 
get  any  person  to  bid  for  her,  and  therefore  lbs 
owner  was  enabled  to  repurchase  her  at  a  very 
low  price  indeed.  It  would  be  mnch  better  U 
repeal  the  old  law,  and  open  the  trade,  then  to 
sufier  the  law  to  continue  when  nearly  a  nnlHtj. 
Bat  this  he  believed  was  not  the  diiposdtion  of 
the  House ;  he  believed  the  House  ceuld  carry 
the  principle  Into  effect,  and  he  was  sure  thit  a 
very  great  mt^jority  of  the  American  peo|il» 
would  wish  them  to  do  it 

The  motion  for  reoommitment  was  carried  b; 
a  very  large  mtOority,  and  three  numbers  ip- 
pointed. 

Militarff  Aeadtrnj/,  etc 

Mr.  EooLKeroN  sdd,  since  be  foond  the  Hone 
BO  much  disposed  to  prepare  for  the  clow  of 
the  session  by  postponing  unnecessary  bosinw 
he  would  move  that  the  bill  for  esCabhshing  a 
Military  Academy,  and  for  the  better  orgaoiia- 
lion  of  the  corps  of  Artillerists  and  EogJUNi^ 
be  postponed  till  tiie  first  Monday  in  Deoeinbet 

After  some  observations  against  tlie  motion, 
by  Messrs.  Fabkeb,  CnajtTLra,  and  H.  Ijs.  sod 
in  favor  of  it  by  Measn.  Eoolestoh  and  Smr- 
AMD,  it  waa  carried — yeas  61,  nays  SJ. 

n-eaty  mth  OrecU  Britain. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  cm  the  bill 
for  the  execution  of  the  S7th  article  of  ib* 
Treaty  with  Great  Britwn. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Nioholab  waa  nndff  con- 
sideration, that  no  person  whose  case  waa  Mf- 
nizable  in  any  of  onr  courts  should  be  deHvered 
up,  Thia  caused  a  lensthj  debate ;  it  wu  id- 
vocated  by  Messrs.  &.  bxiTH,  NicHouoy,  ind 
GAJJ.ATIH.  and  opposed  by  Memn.  BiiuiS 
DiHA,  and  Dwraia.  It  was  n^atived  46  tn  ^ 
After  whioh  the  oomroitt«e  rose,  obtained  lean 
to  ut  again,  and  the  House  at^oumed. 

TuuDAi,  April  89. 
An  engroMed  bill  to  promote  the  nuAu^nn 
of  sheet  copper  within  the  United  States,  bf  in- 
corporating a  company  for  canying  on  the  Miae, 
was  read  Qm  third  time,  and  passed. 

Thtrsdat,  May  1. 
Apprepriation/or  holdiiig  Indian  ?>•*(>>•■ 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  OommittM 
of  the  whole  House  on  tlw  rep<»t  of  the  rota- 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seveotli 
of  March  last,  the  petitioa  of  WiBiun  HiU  ind 
others,  and,  after  eonM  ttme  qxat  thereiD,  ttit 


dbyGoO^le 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


Hit,  1800.] 


committee  rose  and  reported  two  kboIhIjoiis 
tberenpoD  ■  which  were  BeveraUy  twice  read, 
ud  agreed  to  bj  the  Honse,  as  foUows ; 

Betolved,  That  the  mm  of dollars  ought 

to  be  appropriated  by  law  to  dettvy  the  ex- 
penaea  of  aoch  treat;  or  treaties  as  the  Frksi- 
OKMT  OF  TttB  UiHTiD  Statmi  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedieut  to  hold  with,  any  nation  or  natiooB  of 
iQdiazM  soDth-veat  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Rttohtd^  That  proTiaioR  oi^t  to  be  made  by 
law,  anthoridng  and  enabling  all  persons  who, 
imder  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  and  in  con- 
JlHTnity  to  the  regalationa  and  provinons  tiiere- 
at,  have  entered,  Hnrreved,  located,  or  obtwned, 
graola  of  any  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  aaid 
Stale  to  the  United  States,  in  snch  manner  aa 
wonld  hftTe  verted  a  good  title  under  the  said 
Btate  of  North  Carolina,  if  rach  cession  had  not 
been  made,  to  enter  npon,  oconpy,  and  posseas, 
the  same,  or  to  remove  thereto  their  location 
^m  anch  lands,  the  titlee  whereto  shall  not  be 
eitiDgnished,  whenever,  and  aa  soon  as  the  In- 
dian title  or  claim  to  a  snfficient  portion  of  the 
taid  land  shall  be  extingtiiabed,  ander  the  an- 
thority  of  the  United  States ;  and  topomessand 
enjoy  the  same  in  as  fiill  and  ample  manner  as 
If  the  sam«  had  been  derived  frotn,  or  uider,  the 
Cnited  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  In, 
pnrsuant  to  the  first  resolution;  and  that  Mr. 
PncxTraT,  Mr.  Chattnokt  Goodmoii,  Mr.  Hks- 
KBgos,  Mr.  NioBOLAB,  and  Mr,  Thatohbe,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  tbe  same. 


Batubdat,  May  8. 
SloM  Jhtde. 

TTie  House  went  into  committee  on  tJie  bill 
to  prohibit  corryiiur  on  the  slave  trade  to  any 
forwgn  ooontry.  The  committee  rose  and  re-, 
MTted  the  bill.  On  the  qneetion,  when  it  should 
M  read,  a  third  time,  it  was  oarried  for  to-day. 
On  the  qnestiron  for  its  passing^  a  long  and  warm 
debate  ensued. 

SereT«l  attempts  were  made  to  postrxHke  its 
rawing,  bnt  to  no  efibct.  At  length  the  qnee- 
tion waa  taken — ^yeas  87,  nays  6,  aa  follows: 

Tub. — Wmia  Abton,  Qeorgs  Baer,  Theodwu 
Bul«y,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Junea  A.  Baysrd,  Phwinal 
Bubop,  Jonmthan  Bnce,  Robert  Brown,  Saomel  J, 
Cabdl,  Hatthair  Cl«y,  Vraiiam  0.  C.  Claibonu,  John 
Cwdi^  'Williatn  Cooper,  Samoe!  W.  Daua,  John 
DaTCDDMt,  Franklin  Davenport,  John  Dsimii,  Wll- 
fiam  Edmond,  Joseph  Eggleston,  Thomai  Etmu, 
AUel  Foaier,  Dwi^t  Foster,  Albert  Gallatja,  Hsniy 
Glenn,  ChaiuweT  Ooodcich,  EUinr  Ooodrioh,  Edwin 
Gray,  Aadrew  <h«gK  Roger  Griiwold,  William  Barry 
OcDT^  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Ooodloa  Harper, 
Tbomaa  Bmrtley,  Joaeph  HeiitBr,  Wniiam  K  HOI, 
Darid  Holmsa,  Jama  H,  Imlay,  Aaron  Etchell, 
Silaa  Lee,  Mkhael  Leib,  Sunnel  Lyman,  Nathaniel 
MacoD,  Lnri*  R.  Hoirli,  Peter  Mnhienbeig,  John 
Micfaolaa,  Abraham  Nott,  Bobert  Pago,  Thomaa 
Flucknay,  Jonaa  FUtt,  Levea  Powell,  John  Bead, 
Sarnnd  SewaU,  William  Sbnan],  John  Smilie,  Ji^ 
Smith,  David  Straia,  Tbomaa  Snmter,  Oeorga  Thatcb- 
w.  J^Aa  Chew  Thooui,  John  Tbtmpmm,  Abiam ', 


Trigg,  Jolm  TiiRg,  Jo»eph  B,  Vammn,  Pelag  Wad»- 
wonb,  Robert  Wain,  and  Robert  Wllliam>. 

Natb.— John  Brown,  George  Dent,  Joeeph  Dlek- 
■on,  Benjunin  Bnger,  tod  John  Rntledge,  jr. 

And  the  Honse  BJ^jonmed. 

TczBDAT,  May  6. 
AdditionaZ  Betenvt. 
The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  further  report  of  the  Cora- 
mittoe  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  tbe  sul^t  of  the 
revenae;  when  the  first  resolntion,  laying  an 
additional  duty  of  twenty  per  oentnm  on  wmee, 
alter  being  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Gbis- 
WOLD,  to  read  as  follows,  was  adopted : 

"Sttaleed,  That  it  ii  eznedient  to  lay  an  wUitional 
dn^  oT  treaty  per  oentnm  on  the  amoonE  ot  the  prea- 
eot  dnty  upon  winei  imported  into  the  United  State*, 
and  to  vary  the  eoale  <a  dotiea  in  mch  mumer  at  to 
oompart  with  the  plan  of  tbe  Secretaiy  of  tbe  Treu- 


*>  BoOaid,  Tbnt  it  !■  expedient  to  lay  on  additional 
dnty  of  two  and  a  half  per  centam  ad  valorem  on  aoch 
gooda,  warea,  and  mendundiae,  imported  into  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stateii,aaereiK)iTaaI;ject  toadntyof  tenperOMi- 
tam  ad  valorom." 

The  third  reaolntlon  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Hakpsb  and  8.  Smith,  and  aapported  bj^  Mr. 
Oeiswou)  ;  after  which  the  oommittee  rose, 
and  obtained  leave  to  ait  again. 

Wkdsisdat,  May  7. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the 
Honse,  that  they  have  oonoorred  in  the  amend- 
ments of  this  Honse,  to  the  bill  relative  to  tbe 
slave  trade  with  several  amendments,  to  which 
they  desire  tbe  ooncnrrence  of  the  Eonse ;  also, 
that  the  Senate  inost  on  some  of  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  this  Honse,  to  the  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  limits  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
for  establishing  a  government  in  the  Miwiwippi 
Territory, 

AdSitbmal  Amy. 

Mr.  Habpeb  said,  that  by  the  terms  of  enlist 
mentof  the  additional  army,  they  were  engaged 
to  serve  for  three  years,  or  until  an  amicable 
a^Qstment  of  the  diiferencee  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  France ;  from  which  dr. 
cnmstance,  the  President  was  prednded,  even 
if  be  knew  the  preliminariee  of  peace  to  be  ad- 
Jnsted,  from  disbanding  it  nntil  a  treaty  shonld 
be  actually  ooocladed  and  ratified  by  the  two 
Govemmenta — whereby  the  troops  would  be 
ktpt  for  perhaps  six  months  in  service  nnnecce- 
sarily.  The  Navy  and  other  parts  of  our  de- 
fensive system,  were  npon  a  different  footing. 
He  wished  tbe  Army  to  be  placed  on  a  similar 
one,  and  therefore  moved  the  following  resoln- 
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a  w  R.} 

wUitiaiwI  umj  thmof;  u  KxiD  n  tbeitmU  oTtliiiiffa 
twtweea  tbs  United  Staia  and  the  Fiench  Republio 
'will  wamot  the  meMme.' 

The  resolDtlon  was  Bgreed  to,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase,  tu  whom 
yraa  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  Bua- 
pend  part  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  aag- 
ment  the  Armj  of  the  United  States." 

Additiojuii  ReceMU. 

The  Bouse  tv^ia  resoWed  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  Uie  Whole  on  the  farther  report  of  the 
Ooinraittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject 
of  revenne;  and  the  t«i  on  drawbacks  being 
imder  consideration,  Mr.  Gioswold  and  Ur. 
Hakpbb  again  spoke  for  and  agunst  the  motion. 
Mr.  KioHOUJ,  Mr.  HnaiB,  and  Kr.  Bandolph, 
alao  spoke  against  the  motion ;  »H»r  which  the 
qnestion  was  taken  and  negatived,  onlj  28  votee 
being  in  favor  of  it. 

The  third  reeolotion,  to  laj  an  additional  datj 
of  one  half  per  cent  per  poond  on  brown  sogar 
and  coffee  imported  into  the  United  States  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Guswolu,  whodoubted  mnch  the 
propriety  of  lajing  ea  additional  dnty  on  coffee, 
and  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  that  article. 
The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Habi>eb,  and 
advocated  by  Mr.  Sew  all,  who  was  of  opinion 
that  this  article  was  freanentlj  smuggled,  and 
waj  apprehenuve  it  wonla  be  more  so,  If  an  ad- 
ditional dnty  were  laid,  and  therefore  wonld 
iqjnre  the  revenue. 

The  motion  wfta  carried— veas  GB,  naya  SI. 

The  question  on  the  resotntion  as  amended, 
Iras,  after  some  deliate,  put  and  carried — yeas 
4C^ys  98. 

The  fonrth  reeolntion  i^orted,  to  retain  two 
and  a  half  per  centum  on  all  drawbacks  allowed 
for  goods  re-exported  from  the  United  States, 
in  addition  to  the  sams  heretofore  directed  io  be 
retained  by  law,  and  also  on  the  whole  of  the 
additional  duty  on  goods  imported  in  foreign 
ehips  or  veasels,  was  agreed  to  without  debate. 
The  committee  then  roae,  and.  upon  the  ques- 
tion. Will  the  Honse  concur  witb  tne  committee 
in  thdr  agreement  to  the  resolution  laying  an 
additional  duty  on  sugar  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for,  and  taken— M  to  36. 

The  other  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  also 
agreed  to,  and  the  Ocmmittoe  of  Ways  and  Means 
directed  to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills  conformable 
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Thuhsdat,  May  8. 
Mtmory  of  Wa»hingbm, 

Mr.  H.  Leb,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  what  measures  it  woald  be 
proper  for  Congress  to  adopt  fur  paying  suitable 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  man  flret  in  peadj 
flnt  in  war,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  oonn- 
trymen — the  deceased  General  WAsmiroTos — 
made  a  import,  recommending  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions : 

"  Bttetvtd,  That  the  resolDCiiMi  of  Cangrau  pused 
in  the  year  1T68,  ra^ieating  an  »qne(trian  statDe  of 


[Uat,  ISOQ. 

General  WASHmoion,  ba  cankd  into  immediate  ue- 
cndon,  and  that  the  ilatua  be  placsd  in  the  ooitTt 
of  an  ana  to  be  formed  in  front  of  the  GafttoL 

"  Rriolvtd,  That  a  marble  motinment  b«  (Rcted 
by  the  United  States  in  the  Ca)riul  at  the  dlj  d 
Washington,  in  honor  of  Qeneral  WxiBnoroN,  to 
coTomemarate  h<<  services,  and  to  ci[hcsi  the  itgieti 
of  the  American  people  far  their  Irrepanble  loo. 

"AbkIhij;  That  the  PiCBdent  of  the  Vaioi 
States  be  iHjneited  te  give  aoch  ^leetiotM  it  may 
■ppsar  to  hhn  proper,  to  cany  the  pnoeding  lenhi- 
iioiu  into  effect ;  uid  that  for  the  pmuit,  d»  imi  <f 
tiaO,000  be  ^)pIopriBtod  tor  thcw  pDipne*.* 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  whole  House,  and  immediately  taken  into 
consideration ;  when 

Mr.  Easpkb  moved  to  amend  the  fint  t«k>- 
lution,  by  inserting  that  a  mausoleum  be  erecttd 
for  General  WAMiHOToir,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, instead  of  the  statne  propoeed,  which 
was  carried;  the  other  resolutions  were  negv 
lived,  of  course.  ' 

The  committee  then  roae,  and  the  rewlutiaii. 


puranaDt  thereto, 

FsmAT,  May  9. 
THe  T^eatury  Department. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  act 
supplementary  to  tho  act  entitled  "  An  ad  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department." 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill— 
which  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Tn*»- 
nry  should  lay  before  Oongreas,  at  the  am- 
mencement  of  every  sesdou,  a  report  on  tbe 
subject  of  finance  together  with  such  plant  for 
improving  the  revenue  as  may  occur  to  ium. 

Ur.  Gallattm  and  Mr.  Kiobolas  opposed  the 
passing  of  the  bill,  on  oonstitntional  {Hiociplea 
They  observed,  that  as  all  money  bilLi  were  to 
originate  in  the  House  of  RepreseDta^Te).  the 
Beuato  had  no  right  to  propose  any  bill  by  whirli 
that  providon  was  ohangea ;  nor  could  tbe  6m- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  apon  the  same  grouid, 
propose  any  thing  that  sfaonld  originate  toj 
money  bill.  Heretofore,  it  had  been  usnsl,«bcii 
inturmation  was  wanting  by  the  Houses  to  mO 
for  it  fhmi  that  department,  and  the  aame«Kild 
be  done  again. 

It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Gbiswold  and  Hr. 
Haupbb,  that  it  was  not  a  power  to  report  a  bill, 
but  merely  the  state  of  our  finances,  which,  ft* 
wantof  dne  notice,  had  heretofore  been  delsje^ 
BO  as  to  throw  all  the  moet  important  bunntes 
upon  the  close  of  the  session,  whereas,  bj  s 
leisurely  and  mature  examination,  the  Seccttiry 
of  the  Treasury  would  be  enabled,  to  m*kd  a 
timely  and  complete  report. 

The  bill  passed  to  its  third  reading—it  to  St- 

MemoT]/  of  WaAitigton. 

Mr,  EvAira,  from  the  ooiwnittee^tpcnnted  f« 

that  pnrpose,  reported  a  liill  for  erecting  a  mi^ 

soleum  ior  Gboboe  WABHnratoit,  in  the  dtf  « 

Washington. 
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The  bill  provided  that  it  should  be  one  hondred 
f«et  square  at  the  base,  and  of  a  proportioiiat« 

Mi.  EooLasTOH  wished  to  bear  the  estimated 


I«ln>be,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  the  architect 
employed  on  the  Fetmsj-lTaQia  Bank,  the  esti- 
male  ot  which  had  rather  been  over  the  actnal 
expense ;  the  estimate  was  that  o  pyramid  of 
one  hondred  feet  at  the  bottom,  with  nineteen 
steps,  having  a  chamber  thirty  feet  square,  made 
of  granite,  to  be  taken  from  the  Potomac,  with  a 
marble  soroophsgas  in  the  oentre,  and  foor  tnar- 
hle  pillars  on  the  outdde,  besides  other  propor- 
Uoaate  omamenta,  would  amoout  to  tQ2,500. 
Ea  hoped  no  objection  wonid  be  made  to  the 
price,  siQce  it  coud  not  occnr  on  any  f atnre  oc- 
casion, as  anoHtr  W.4bbi>'otoii  would  netardie. 

Mr.  N1OH01.U  thought  every  sense  of  respect 
woinld  be  as  well  signified  by  a  building  of  less 
£mensions,  and  it  would  be  cooaiderable  leas 
eipeose ;  he  moved  to  strike  out  one  handred 
and  insert  sixty.  After  some  debate,  this  was 
negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
its  third  reading. 

Meeting  qf  Congren. 

A  bill  was  received  &om  the  Senate  appoint- 
ing the  tJme  and  directiDglhe  place  of  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  which  provided  that  the 
two  HoDses  shomd  meet  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
taa  on  the  third  Uonday  in  November  next. 

The  House  went  into  committee  thereupon, 
which  was  reported.  On  the  question  for  its 
third  reading,  it  was  carried— yeas  88,  nays  82. 
The  Spkakeb  voted  in  Qie  amnnative,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


8*niBi>A.T,  May  10. 
Memory  of  Wathingtvn. 

The  bin  for  erecting  a  mausoleum  for  Gbobob 
Washisotom,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  was 
read  a  third  time;  and  uptm  the  question,  diall 
the  billpass? 

Vi.  UTo&ELL  called  the  yeas  and  nays  npon 
it,  and  proceeded  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
woold  vote  agunst  the  bill.  He  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Habpsk  in  favor  of  it,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph against  it ;  when  the  question  was  taken, 
and  the  bill  passed — yeas  C4,  nays  1 9,  as  follows : 

TiAS.— Willia  Alston,  BaQey  Butlett,  Jomea  A. 
Baymrd,  Jonathan  Brace,  Joho  Brown,  Gsbiiel  ChrU- 
tic,  Wniimm  C.  C.  Claiborne,  William  Cnik,  Sunnel 
W.  Duw,  Fnnklin  Davenport^  Thomas  T.  Davii, 
John  DawKm,  George  Dent,  Jonph  Dickson,  Thomas 
Emu,  Abiel  Foster,  Albert  Qallatin,  Henry  Glenn, 
CTunnccy  Goodricli,  Elicnr  Goodrich,  Edwin  Qrsy, 
Roger  Griiwold,  John  A.  Hnnna,  Robert  Qoodloe 
Huper,  David  Holaies,  Benjsmin  Hoger,  Jsioes  H. 
Imlmy,  James  Jooci,  John  Wilkes  KiCbira,  Heniy 
Lee,  i^as  Lee,  Edward  LiTingiton,  Lewit  K.  Horria, 
Peter  Hahlenbeig,  Abraham  Nott,  Robert  Page, 
Jaias  I1.itt,  Lcren  Powell,  John  Read,  John  Bat- 


ledge,  Jan.,  Samoel  SavsU,  Jsmei  Shesfe,  John 
Smith,  Ssmael  Smith,  Kichard  Dobba  Speight, 
George  Thtttcbar,  John  C.  Thomas,  Richard  Thomas, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  CortUndt,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  Robert  Wain,  Lemnel  Williama,  and  Heniy 
Woods. 

Nirs. — TheodoTOsBsiley,  Robert  Brown,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Condit,  Joho  DaTenport,  George  Jackson, 
Aaron  Kllchell,  Michael  Leib,  Jnmes  linn,  Nathan- 
iel Hacou,  Anthony  New,  Jolm  Nicholas,' John  Ran- 
dolph, WiUiun  Shepoid,  John  Smilie,  Thomas  Sum- 
ter, John  Thompson,  John  Tiigg,  and  Joseph  B. 
Vamum. 

Next  Muting  qf  Congreti. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  appointing  the  time 
and  directing  the  place  of  the  next  meeting  of, 
Congreas,  was  read  a  third  time ;  when 

Mr.  Batabd  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
s  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  altering  the  time  of  commencing  the 
session.  After  some  debat«,  the  motjon  was 
negatived. 

The  qnestjon  was  then  put,  shall  the  bill  pass  t 
and  resolved  in  the  afflnnative — yeas  41,  nays 


ImpritonTrifnt/or  2>tit. 

The  bin  mojdng  farther  provision  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debts  due  the 
United  States,  was  taken  np  in  committee, 
agreed  to,  and  upon  the  qncstion  shall  tlie  bill 
be  engrossed  for  s  third  reading,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  86,  nays  2C.  The  bill  was 
subsequently  read  the  third  time  and  passed — 
yeas  SO,  nays  ST. 

[By  tjiis  bill  no  person  indebted  to  the  United 
Stat^  can  be  discharged  from  prison,  nnless  bo 
shall  have  soSered  two  years  imprisonmenL] 

EUetion*  of  Pretident. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  In- 
forming the  Honse  that  the  Senate  ndhere  to 
their  disagreement  to  the  ameDdments  to  the 
bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  deciding  disputed 
elections  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  mode  by  this  House,  and 
subsequently  insisted  on.  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Habpbk  moved  that  this  House  do  also 
(Ulhere  to  their  disagreement  to  recede ;  which 
was  carried,  and  the  bill,  oonsequonOy,  is  lost. 

MoHDAT,  May  12. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  the  Honse  r^ 
Boinded  a  resolution  to  adjourn  the  two  Houses 
this  day,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  that 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  sliould  adjourn  both  Houses  to- 
morrow. The  Senate  amended  it  by  propoung 
Wednesday.  On  the  question  of  concurrence,  it 
was  carried,  40  to  34. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  tho 
House  that  the  Senate  a^ree  to  the  resolution 
for  postponing  the  time  ot  oi^joummeut  of  the 
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two  HoDsea,  with  an  amendment ;  to  which 
the;  dedre  th«  cononirence  of  this  Eonse. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cooHder  the  amend- 
ment propoeed  hf  the  Senate  to  the  resolatiou 
forpoB^DUig  the  lime  of  a^Jonnunent;  Where- 
npon, 

Saohad,  that  thie  Hoose  doth  agree  to  tlie 
■aid  amendment 

'WBDIIX8DAT,  May  14. 
Canadian  Sefugeet. 

A  meaaage  from  the  Senate  infisnned  the 
Eooae  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  regn- 
lating  the  grants  of  land  to  the  Oanada  and 
Nova  Scotia  refngeea,  with  smenduienta. 

The  amendments  were  taken  into  oonMdera- 
tion,  and  opposed  hj  Ur.  Oallatik,  who  said 
the  object  of  the  Saaate  was  to  ^ye  the  refti- 
gees  land  worth  ten  cents  an  acre,  instead  of 
good  land  worth  one  dollar  per  acre,  as  proposed 
D7  this  Honse ;  rather  than  do  this,  he  wonld 
pre  them  nothing. 

Mr.  liinSQtfKys  was  of  the  some  opinion,  ahd 
hoped  the  Hoase  would  not  ooncnr.  These  peo- 
ple had  waited  eighteen  years,  and  he  thought  it 
extremely  herd  they  should  now  be  pot  off  in 
this  manner. 

The  amendments  were  nnanimooaly  niJeoted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 


Honse  that  they  adhered  to  the  amendment; 
wherenpon, 

Mr.  Gailatdt  moved  that  thefhrtheroonad- 
eration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  till  the  thiid 
Monday  in  November  next,  which  wu  cuiiel 

After  reoeiving  several  meseacee  teoat  the 
Pk»idbijt,  notifying  the  Mgning  of  varioni  trilh, 
there  appearing  no  further  booneea  before  the 
Honse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  GoonmoH  a  rtsoh- 
tion  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  oommittH 
to  wait  on  the  PsBsmEnT,  and  inform  Um  at 
the  propoeed  reoees,  was  adopted,  and  wu  coo- 
onrred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  O.  GooDBioH,  from  the  Jtnnt  Oomnitte^ 
reported  that  they  had  perfbnned  that  Berrice, 
bdA  that  the  Pbbsidebt  informed  than  he  bid 
no  other  commnnication  to  make^  eioepC  his 
good  wishes  for  their  health  end  h^pineas,  and 
that  he  wished  thran  a  pleasant  Jouisey  to  their 
reepeotive  homes. 

A  message  liavInK  been  aent  to  the  Senate  to 
inform  them  this  Honse  was  ready  to  adjourn, 
after  a  few  minntea  a  motion  was  made  fbrtbit 
pnrpoBe,  and  carried ;  when 

The  Spbaksb,  after  taking  an  aflectioDate 
farewell  of  the  member,  and  eipreasing  lis  wiA 
for  thur  safe  return  and  happiness,  during  the 
recess,  adjourned  the  Honse  till  the  third  Uoa- 
day  in  November  next,  U>  meet  in  the  di;  of 
Waahington,  En  the  District  of  Oolnmbia, 
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BEQUM   AT  THE   CITT   OF  WASHINOTON,   HOTEHBEB   17,   1800.* 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


ICoKDAT,  Koremlwr  17, 1600. 
In  ponDBiioe  of  the  law  of  the  U>t  searioii, 
Btt  second  aeodon  of  the  tilth  O^^reee  com- 
meneed  this  dajr,  at  the  citj  of  Waahington, 
and  the  Senate  aBsembled,  in  tLeir  Ohamber,  at 
th«Qq)U(^ 


John  LaveDos  and  Bunm  ImsKoaE,  from 
Sew  Hampshire. 
DwisHT  FonxB,  from  Uanaolmsetts. 
JuBs  HnxHouBx  and  Usua  Tr^ot,  from 


TaioDon  Foms,  frran  Rhode  laland. 

NiTHunn,  OHiFiiur,  Ihnn  Tennont 

Juoa  BoBuvKMix,  fhMn  Kew  Jenej. 

TniuK  Enx  Wklu,  from  Ddawaro, 

JonK  E.  EowutD,  from  Uaiyland. 

Snpmnri  THOMpeoH  Uasoir,  flnm  Tlr^nlo. 

JoHH  BsoiriT,  from  Eentac^, 

JooxFB  AsDXBBon  and  VtLLUU  Cocn,  from 
T«nne»ee. 

AiiBtinif  Baiswib,  from  Qeorgia. 

The  nDmher  of  memben  praeent  not  being 
nffloient  to  ocwatitate  a  qnonun,  the  Senate 
Mloraned  to  11  0*0104^  to-momnr  mmnin^ 

TuxBDi.T,  November  18. 
The  Dmnber  of  memben  jnwent  not  being 
■aBdent  to  oonstiUite  a  qnonm,  the  Senate 
ijjonnMd. 

'WxDnBDAT,  November  19. 
Thtte  bdng  DO  quornm,  tLe  Senate  a^omned. 

THUXSDi.T,  Kovember  fia 
"nun  htiag  no  qnonmi  preient,  the  Benate 
ajjonmed. 

FanuT,  Norember  91. 

TmotHT  BwjoDwoBTB,  fl^im  the  State  nt 
Berth  Carolina;  HimPHZKT  Viwnuri^  from 
the  State  of  Kentnok^ ;  and  GoEmiaiiVB  Mob- 
in,  from  the  State  of  New  Tork,  seveisllv  st- 
tendad. 
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The  oredenUals  of  Dwioht  Fobtxb,  appointed 
a  Senator  b^  the  State  of  Massachnsetto,  in 
place  of  Samuel  Dexter,  resisted,  were  read, 
and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Yioi  FsisiDERT.bdng  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Presidea^prv 
tMiport,  as  the  constitatioQ  prorides^  and  Jobv 
E.  HovABD  was  ohosen. 

The  PxBsiDBirr  administered  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  to  Hr.  Fovm. 

Ordered,  that  the  Beoretarr  wdt  on  the 
FaauuiENT  or  thi  IJnitkd  Statss,  and  aoqo^t 
him  titat  a  qnomm  of  tiie  Senate  ia  assembled, 
and  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Yioe  President^ 
they  have  elected  John  E.  Howabs,  Freddent 
of  the  Senate,  pro  tttr^ore, 

Ordatd,  Tiut  the  Secretai?  aognalnt  the- 
Hoose  of  BepreeentetiTea  that  a  qnonim  <£ 
the  Senate  la  assembled  and  read;  to  proceed! 
to  bnriness;  and  that,  in  the  absenoe  ot  the 
Vice  Prerident,  the;  have  elected  Jocn  E. 
HowAm)  Preddent  of  the  Senate,  pra  Uxfort. 

A  message  from  the  Honae  criTBepremnta- 
tivea  Informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnomm  of  the 
HoQse  is  aseombled,  and  the;  hava  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part,  together  with  such 
committee  as  the  Senate  may  appoint,  to  widt 
on  the  Pbbsidest  o»  thz  Unttxd  SiATtt,  and 
noti&  him  that  a  qnomm  of  Uie  two  Honaea  la 
assembled,  and  readv  to  receive  an;  coromonl- 
oations  tJiat  he  in»  be  {leased  to  make  them. 

Setohedf  That  the  Braiate  ooBom-  in  the  reso- 
lation  last  redtedt  and  that  Ueesn.  ITklls  and 
Tbaot  be  the  committee  00  the  part  of  thd 
Senate. 

Hr.  WsLia  repmled,  from  Mm  joint  ooat- 
mlttee  last  mentioned,  that  th^  had  wuted  od 
Uie  PsBSTOKST  oFTHaUirrrD)  Btatxs;  and  that 
he  acqnc^ted  the  oommittee  that  he  wonld 
meet  the  two  Honses  of  Congress,  at  12  o'clock 
to-morrow,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Satuxdat,  Novnnber  S2. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  Eonaa 

of  Beprceentetives,  that  the  Senate  are  read; 

*  The  rtnt  IfMtlai «(  Ct^iM  at  WMUafttm  Oltr- 
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to  meet  tbem  in  their  Chamber,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiviog  the  commimicatioiu  from  the 
Pkuidkitt  or  thi  United  BrkTsa. 

The  House  of  Eepreeentativeo  having  BOoord- 
tngly  taken  the  seats  assigned  them,  the  Fbesi- 
SBNT  OF  THC  Umtsd  Stato  cftiiie  !ato  &« 
Senate  Chamber,  and  addressed  both  Hoosep  of 
Oongreas  as  follows ; 

Omtlemtn  of  du  Stmale,  amd 

GmOemat  of  the  BouK  iff     , 

Immediately  utar  the  a^onnmieat  of  CongreM  at 
tbur  latt  Kuion  In  PMlsdelpMa,  I  gan  direotiDni, 
In  com[Jiuica  with  the  Uwi,  for  the  mnovml  of  the 
poblio  oScei,  recordi,  and  proiwiiT.  ThfM  dinc- 
tioni  have  been  execnted,  and  the  pnblio  officen  hara 
■ince  resided  and  coodncted  the  oidinarj  baaoeai  of 
tba  Govemmeiit  in  Oiia  place. 

I  congiatnlaU  the  peotJe  of  ths  Dnitod  Stain 
Aa  anembling  of  Confreu  at  the  pennment  iNit  of 
their  Government ;  and  I  congratnlate  yon,  gentle- 
men, on  the  proqiect  of  a  reudencenotto  be  changed. 
Although  there  ii  came  to  apprehend  that  accom- 
modationa  are  not  dow  •■>  complete  a>  might  ha 
iriihed,  yet  there  i>  gnat  mason  to  belien  that  thli 
iDOODTenteQce  will  oean  with  the  present  sairion. 

It  wtnld  be  onbeoomlng  the  RqireaeatativM  of 
this  natiou  to  auemble,  for  ths  first  time,  in  this 
Mlemn  temple,  without  lookiiw  np  to  the  Snpreme 
Ruler  of  the  UolTerse,  and  im;uoring  hi*  blesnng. 

May  thi»  Twrltoiy  b«  the  leridBnce  of  rirtm  and 
hap[diiess  J  In  this  dty  may  that  piety  and  Tirtne, 
that  wisdom  and  magnanimi^,  that  consCaaqy  and 
Salf-goTeinioent  which  adorned  the  great  character 
whoae  name  it  bears,  be  for  ever  held  in  reneration  t 
Here,  and  throtighoat  our  conntiTi  may  simple  man- 
nen,  pore  morali,  and  true  religion  flourish  for  ever  I 

It  is  with  ymi,  gflotlemflD,  to  consider  whsthBt  the 
locil  powers  over  the  Dislriot  of  Colnmbia,  Tested  by 
the  oonititution  in  the  Conness  of  the  United  States, 
^all  be  immediately  eieiciied.  If,  in  your  opinion, 
(Lis  important  tnut  ought  now  to  be  executed,  yon 
easnot  fkU,  while  performing  i^  to  lake  into  new 
the  htnre  probable  utaatkm  of  the  Tamtory  (or 
the  bappines*  of  which  yon  an  about  to  provide. 
Yon  will  oooaider  it  as  the  Capital  of  a  great  nation, 
advandn^  with  onezampled  r^ndi^,  in  aits.  In 
Mmmeroe,  in  wvalth,  and  in  popoktiOD;  and  po«- 
Mnflinii;.  within  itself,  those  eneimes  and  resources 
which,  if  not  thrown  away,  or  lamentably  misdi- 
lected,  win  eecuie  to  It  a  long  c«ni»e  of  prosperity 
and  self-government. 

In  compliance  ynik  a  taw  of  the  last  seseion  of 
Congress,  the  ifflceri  and  soldien  of  the  temporaiy 


^army  haTO  been  discharged.    It  afibrds  real  pleasDre 
*to  reeoUaet  tbe  hesiotAila  testimony  they  gai 
the  patriotiQ  motiTes  wblbh  bioi^M  them  uiti 


It  Is,  in  «Tety  point  of  view,  of  noh  primai^  im- 
poitanoa  to  cany  the  laws  Into  prompt  and  faithful 
execution,  and  to  render  that  part  of  the  adminii- 
tration  of  jusUoe  which  the  constitntlon  and  laws  de- 
volve on  the  federal  conrts,  as  oonvenieat  to  the 
people  as  tuxj  ooniist  with  their  pieiaat  clicnm- 
atanoBs,  diat  I  cannot  omit  once  more  to  reotnnmend 
to  your  seilou*  oonsideratlan  the  jadidaiy  system 
of  the  United  SCaUa  No  snltjeot  is  more  inter- 
esfing  than  this  to  the  pnblio  hunihieaa,  and  to 
..      j._..    f ^_  ^jjjji  m^y  have 


been  soggetled  by  ezperienM  be  n 

A  Trea^of  Aml^  and  Commere*  widi  A*  m^ 
of  Fnisiia  has  been  coadnded  and  ntifisd.  His 
latificationa  have  been  ernhMMd,  and  1  have  &■ 
rected  tbe  bea^  to  ba  promn^alei  by  pndama- 

Tbe  difficnltias  wbii^  supended  Oie  ei 


n  beiwAiisliy 


The  negotiation  on  this  «  . 
sdll  pending.  As  it  mnst  ba  Gn  te  IntenM  sad 
honor  of  both  nationi  lo  adjust  this  diflfcnoce  with 
good  faith,  I  indulge  confldautly  the  eipeetatiaD  tlit 
the  sincere  endeavors  of  the  QovenuaBot  cf  tfas 
United  States  to  bring  It  to  an  amicable  temictticn 
win  not  be  diMp^nted. 

The  Envoys  Extraordinaiy  and  Mabten  Plem- 
potentlaTy  &om  the  United  States  to  Fnoee  me 
reoeived  by  the  Fint  Consnl  with  the  nspect  dnt « 
their  charaoter;  and  thi«e  persons  with  eqnsl  p>*M 
weia  qipointed  to  treat  with  them.*  Althoo^  tt 
the  date  of  the  last  official  Intelligence,  tin  negotia- 
tion had  not  tenninated,  yet  it  u  to  be  bopd  dist 
onr  efiorts  la  cSbot  an  accommodation  wtH  at  ki^ 
meet  with  a  mcoess  pn^iOTtioDed  to  die  uicxri^ 
with  which  tl^y  have  been  so  often  repealed. 

While  onr  best  endeavon  fts  the  jmtan&a  tt 
harmony  with  all  nations  will  continue  to  be  oMd, 
tbe  experience  of  the  worid.  onr  own  eEpsrisDoe,  id- 
moniih  US  of  the  insecurity  of  trosting  too  cooEdaitlj 
to  their  snooesa  We  cannot,  without  eomnutdng  » 
dongerooi  ImprDdenoa,  abandon  thoaa  uwasnirarf 
self-protMtiaa  which  an  adapted  to  our  bMsIimv 
and  to  whiob,  DDtwithstaadiiig  onr  pacific  polk;,  tbs 
violence  and  iqjnstioe  of  others  may  agun  coeqitl  u 
to  leaort.  While  onr  vart  extent  of  sao-mosl,  di* 
oommercial  and  agriculcoral  habits  of  our  peo{k,tb« 
great  capital  they  will  coDtinna  to  trust  on  the  oceu, 
suggest  the  system  of  defence  iriiich  will  be  mst 
beneficial  to  onnelves,  onr  distance  &om  Eiini|»< 
and  our  loeources  for  maritime  strength,  wiH  enoMs 
OS  to  employ  it  with  eBiK^  Seasonable  and  ■;*- 
tematio  airangeraents,  ao  far  as  Our  Itaoueei  *iS 
justify,  for  a  navy,  adapts  to  deAnnie  war,  sod 
irtiich  may,  in  case  of  naoesalty,  be  qnioUy  brcog^ 


■  atlxu  TsUaji«Dd,nt(lnsd  BDder  the  CainliuwSDs- 
■star  of  EitArior  Kslitlaiia,  was  the  oipn  ef  aa  Viimat 
eaDuunalatloiii  with  the  First  OOBSOl,  aad  Ui  ISBfOP  ■■< 
daportnHDt  on  their  urlval  preeant  a  S»*  asaOiat  tc  vMt 
tbsrwer*  In  the  thna  «f  tbe  Dli«st«ri  aad  °' >^  1^  ^■> 
Z,  mbaltam  Intdguan.  Thai,  orrivtBg  in  Puis  oa  tki  U 
dT  Hareh,  the;  uotll^  the  Cltloeo  HIslitar  of  tint  bet  w  Uis 
8d,  and  tba  earn*  durieeelTe  this  annrar:  -Ttslalu™*"* 
which  joa  hive  Jut  eommunleatiid  of  joar  arrlnl  si  Firt^ 
bos  given  nw  rtKl  satUfteUoii.  If  roo  win  tab  ths  tnaUs 
to  eall  span  ma  at  holf-tMst  twelve  to-momw,  I  wlD  blip 
eMdlB^TCUd  to  hsvB  thehonorof  reestrliwroa.'  Tk^ 
eallad  u  nqneatad.  awl  wen  trwt^  with  sU  eovtetr:  >^ 
hiving  BipTetesd  »  dealn  to  be  praaantaJ  to  tfc*  FMt  C«a- 
Hi.  thej  reeeived  tha  nait  day  tha  ovidaBH  tM  M  W 
attended  to  thati  nq nest  and  aoeompllshad  II,  ud  fiii't 
tha  honr  they  ware  to  be'eo  obUcl^'MlaUliadlei^ 
Hill  ot  the  AmbiMdon,  la  the  PiIwM  of  th*  TaUiTtea  liJ 
la  notlfyiDif  tbea  U  -  -   -    -■ 
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win  aoi  tnw  bcohoiiij  si  bj  ft  Jnit  ngmrd  Ibr  (mr 
ftrtniv  tnnqgillity,  fiir  the  nfi^  of  our  ahona,  ind 
bt  tba  protection  oT  am  property  wnnmitted  to  the 

The  TTOaot  Na«]r  of  the  Uoited  Statu,  caHed 
anUmly  into  exiiteDce  bj  a  great  national  exigency, 
ha*  railed  na  In  our  own  Mtoem;  and,  by  tlw  no- 
tKlicn  aflbrded  to  oar  commerce,  haa  «n«tM,  to 
tba  extent  of  onr  ezpactntioni,  Iha  objects  for  lAioh 

Ib  eonneolioo  with  »  ustt-  omht  to  be  oootam- 
plated  the  fortification  of  aoma  of  onr  principal  lea- 
porta  and  harbonk  A  Taifa^  of  oonalderatloni, 
which  win  rea^Ij  Nggett  thunaalrei^  urge  an  at- 
tention to  thie  meamre  ef  fiecantion.  To  give  la- 
ciui^  to  onr  prindpal  jxutM,  ccnriderable  nuns  han 
ahead  J  been  axptoded,  bnt  the  winriu  remain  inoom- 
plrte.  It  ii  fin'  Congreaa  to  determine  whetber 
additioiial  appropriatioDa  ihall  ba  made,  in  order  to 
tender  competent  to  the  intended  pnipoee*  the  Anti- 
Geationi  irtoch  hare  been  oommenoed. 

The  mannfaotore  of  aim*  within  the  United  State* 
*lill  iiiTite*  the  attention  of  the  national  Le^lilatnn. 
At  a  condderable  eipenae  to  the  public  tliu  mann- 
ftetm«  baa  been  bronght  to  nch  a  itate  of  matoilCT 
ai,  with  craitlDnad  enconragement,  will  Mpereeda 
adtj  of  ftitoTO  Impcrtationa  from  fbreign 


Cndoan*  cf  lie  Baaa  qf^ 

I  ihaH  diiect  the  estimataa  of  the  appmptiation* 
necevaiy  for  the  enaoing  year,  tt^ther  with  an  ao- 
eonnt  of  the  pnblio  rarenne  and  ansendltare,  to  a 
late  period,  to  be  laid  before  yon.  I  obserte,  with 
mnch  aatirfkction,  the  prodnct  of  the  reyenne  dniing 
the  preaent  jear  hai  been  more  conaiderable  than 
dnring  any  former  equal  period.  Tliii  remit  afibrda 
ccDclnsFe  e*idenea  <£  tM  great  teMorce*  of  thii 
uuuuUji,  and  of  the  wisdom  and  effidenoy  of  the 
meaanm  wliich  haTe  been  adopted  by  Congreu  for 
tte  protection  of  commaioe  and  preserratian  of  pub- 
lic oedlL 


A>  one  of  tlie  grand  eommnnity  of  nation*,  OUT 
attention  Is  irrenstibly  drawn  to  the  important  scenes 
irfnch  innoond  ns.  If  they  have  exhibited  an  nn- 
eonmum  poitioa  of  calamity,  it  is  the  province  of 
hnmani^  to  dsfJoie,  and  iX  wisdom  to  avoid,  the 
caosea  which  may  bare  produced  iL  IT,  taming  oar 
ayee  hotnaward,  we  find  reason  to  i^oics  at  the  pioa- 
pect  wUeli  present*  Itself;  if  we  peroeive  the  interior 
c/  our  country  prospeKms,  free,  and  happy ;  if  all 
enjoy  In  safe^,  under  the  protectioa  of  laws  em- 
anatfrg  only  bom  the  gauerel  will,  the  fmita  of  their 
own  luor,  we  might  to  fortijy  and  ding  to  those  in- 
stitntioae  which  nave  been  the  eonroe  of  inch  real 
Mid^;  and  resist,  with  noabating  perssreranoe,  the 
■  of  those  dangerona  tnnovationi  which  may 
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The  Pbuidbnt  of  thb  Unitid  Statu  baviog 
retired,  the  two  Eonsee  separated. 
•  Ordered,  That  Heears.  T&aot,  Uosbib,  and 
Baldwin,  be  a  oommtttM  to  report  the  draft 
of  an  Addrees  to  tlie  Presidknt  or  Tax  Ukitbd 
Statrb,  in  Btuwer  to  bis  Speech  this  day  to  both 
Hotuea. 

It  was  ftu-ther  ordered  that  the  Speech  1>e 
ptinted  for  the  nae  of  the  Senate. 

HoRDAT,  Kovemher  S4 

JoiTATHUT  DATTOtr,  from  the  State  cf  Ner 
Jersey,  attended. 

Mr.  TsADT,  from  the  oommittee  (qipointed  to 
draft  Ln  A4drea8  in  answer  to  the  Speech  cdT 
the  PKBamcnT  OT  xh>  Unttid  Statu  to  boUi 
Houses  of  OoDgresa,  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion,  made  a  report^  which  was  raad,  and  o^ 
dered  to  lie  for  oonsideralion. 


TuHDAT,  Noramber  S6. 

WiLSOK  Oabt  S'ioholas,  from  the  State  of 
TiKinia,  attended. 

Xae  Senate  took  into  oonsideraldon  the  report 
of  the  oommittee  of  the  draft  of  an  kASnim 
in  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  Pbeeidknt  o> 
THB  TJsTTXD  BTATsa  to  both  Honsee  of  Otmgrees, 
at  the  opening  of  the  sesrion ;  which,  being  read 
in  paragraph^  and  amended,  was  adopted,  as 
follows: 
To  lie  FrfiiUatl  of  tt«  Uniud  Statm : 

Sib  :  Impressed  with  the  important  truth  that  the 
hearts  of  nJen  and  people  are  in  the  hand  of  the 
Almigb^,  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stale*  most  oor- 
dially  join  in  jonr  inTocations  foe  appropriate  bless- 
ings upon  the  Qovemment  and  people  of  this  Union. 

We  meet  yon,  ^,  and  the  other  branch  of  the 
national  Lwslatura  in  the  aty  which  is  botwred  try 
the  name  of  onr  late  hno  and  sags,  the  ilhistiiav* 
WaaiuMUTinf,  widl  senaadon*  and  amotsoDS  irtdch 
exceed  onr  power  of  desoriptian. 

While  we  oongratulate  oureelTe*  Mi  the  oonrantioQ 
af  the  Legialatnre  at  tlie  permanent  seat  of  Gorem- 
ment^  and  ardently  hope  that  pennanenoe  and  sta- 
bility may  be  commnnicatsd  as  well  to  tlie  Qo*eni- 
msnt  itself  as  to  its  seat,  onr  minds  are  irredttit^r 
led  to  deplore  the  death  of  him  who  bore  so  IionOA- 
ble  and  ^cient  a  part  in  the  eitablishment  of  both. 
Great  indeed  would  have  been  onr  gratifioation  If 
hi*  sum  cf  earthy  happiness  had  been  completed  I^ 
seeing  the  Govermnent  &as  peaceably  convened  at 
this  place;  but  we  derive  oonKlatJCHi  from  a  belief 
that  the  moment  in  which  we  were  destined  to  ex- 
perience the  loss  we  deplore,  was  fixed  by  that  Being 
whose  counsels  cannot  err ;  and  from  a  hcfw  tha^ 
nnce  in  tiiis  seat  of  Government,  which  bear*  In* 
name,  bis  carttily  remains  will  be  deposited,  the 
members  of  Confess,  and  all  who  inhabit  the  dty, 
with  theee  memorials  before  them,  will  retain  hi* 
virtues  in  lively  recollection,  and  malie  his  patriotism, 
morals,  and  piety,  models  for  imitation.  And  per- 
mit us  to  odd,  sir,  that  it  is  not  among  the  Isut  of 
oi\r  ooQBOlaCions  that  you,  who  have  been  his  com- 
psmion  and  &iend  froni  the  dawning  of  onr  national 
existenCB,  and  tr^ned  in  the  same  school  of  exer- 
tion to  dfoot  our  indcpendeiue,  are  still  pteearved 
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llj  B  gndont  Providencs  in  tiesJlh  and  acUri^ 
uerelM  llie  fdootioDi  of  CbW  HogiitraM. 

The  qneadoD  whetlieT  the  legid  poiren  ot«t  the* 
DIiMot  of  ColoDiUa,  mtad  by  tba  oimilitnllon  in 
the  Congnn  of  the  United  Ststea,  ihall  be  Immedi- 
ttelj  aiBTciged,  u  of  (Treat  importum,  and  in  ddib- 
eisting  npOD  it,  ve  Null  natnrallj  be  led  to  md^ 
the  attending  droiunitaikce*  and  every  prabable  ooo- 
nqoeiioe  of  the  meuoni  wfaicb  maj  be  propoMd. 

The  aereral  nil^ecte  for  LegisUtire  ccniadeTation, 
oantxined  m  jonr  Spercb  to  both  Bonaes  of  Con- 
gnn,  iIibII  noeive  firom  the  Sen&te  all  the  atteatlou 
irhioh  thej  can  give,  when  contemplatiiu  tbow  ob- 
ject*, both  in  Teapect  to  their  national  importance, 
and  the  additioaal  weight  that  ii  ^ven  them  by  joor 
reconunendation. 

We  deprecste,  with  yon,  air,  all  ipWt  of  innoraHon, 
from  whatever  qoarter  it  may  arin,  wbioh  may  Im- 
pair the  aoered  aooi  that  oonnecte  the  different  pait* 
of  thi*  em^TB;  and  we  tnu^  that,  under  Oe  pro- 
tection of  Divine  PiuTidenoe,  the  wildom  and  Tikne 
of  the  oilueni  of  the  tinited  Statea  will  deliver  our 
national  compact  animpaired  to  a  gtateful  posterity. 

From  part  expmMOs,  it  ia  impgasble  for  the  Soa- 
Bte  of  the  Dnlted  Statee  to  doubt  of  yoni  noloni 
oo-opeiation  with  the  Legtalotare  in  erary  sffint  '  ~ 

Aooept,  rir,  ooi 


ration  with  the  Legtalotare  in  eraiy  sffint  to 
la  die  general  happineoa  and  tranqulUity  of  the 


t  wlabei  fbr  yonr  bealdi 


Stiohed,  That  a  committee  be  qtpointed  to 
mit  on  the  Panaassr  or  thi  TSimxD  Btatss, 
and  denre  bim  to  aoqimint  the  Ben&te  at  what 
time  and  plaoe  It  will  be  ooavenient  for  him  that 
the  Address  of  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Hoosea  of  Oocgreea  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  ahall  be  preaented;  and 
uae  Mwari.  Tsaot,  UoBua,  and  Euj>wik,  be 
this  oommittee. 

A  meangie  frrap  tb»  H«nM  <rf  Eepreaenta- 
tlr«a  ttifonned  the  Senate  Uiat  the  Eoiue  have 
reaolved,  that  two  Ohaplaina  be  uppcanteA  to 
Oongreas,  for  the  preeent  eeesicai,  one  l^  each 
Hooae,  to  Interchange  weekly ;  in  whidi  they 
derira  the  ooncmrenoe  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  Into  oonmderation  the  reso- 
lotion  last  mentioned;  and 

Setohtd,  That  thej  do  cononr  ther^  with 
the  following  amendment:  afler  the  word 
" OhM>lains,"  imert  "of  different  deoomiua- 
tiou? 


'WmnsDAT,  November  SB. 

Ur.  Tbaot  reported,  from  the  committee  yea- 
terday  appointed  for  the  purpose,  that  they 
bad  waited  on  the  Fssawmr  os  thb  Uhitzd 
STATCk  and  that  he  would  reodre  the  Address 
of  the  Benata  thia  day,  at  12  o'clock,  at  his  own 
hoiue. 

Wherenpon^e  Senat«  waited  on  the  Pam- 
tmn  ot  TBB  UxiTBD  Statu  aoocwdinglj;  and 
the  Freddoit  of  the  Senate,  in  their  name,  pre- 
■ented  the  Address  Toeterdiiy  agreed  to. 

To  wMoh  the  PauiDtHT  made  the  foBowlng 
raply: 


Mr.  Preridail  aid  OeiiUimm  of  lie  Sem^t  : 

Fm  tliii  exeellent  Addiwi^  ao  n^iactfbl  to  te 

Xof  my  illnatriinu  predece«OT,  wluch  I  re- 
a  the  Senate  of  Uie  United  Statee,  at  tbia 
time,  and  in  thia  place,  with  pecoliar  aaliilactioe,  I 
pray  yon  to  accept  of  my  unfeigned  ■eknowlcdf^ 
menta.  With  yon,  I  ordendy  hope,  that  pennanence 
and  atahilitj  will  be  commnnieated  aa  well  to  tba 
a«Teninkent  itaeU;  aa  to  ita  baootifBl  and  ccmmodi- 
With  yoD  I  deplore  the  deadi  of  that 
aaga  who  bore  ■>  nononUe  and  eOciant  a 


maieu  m  n*  neao.  Ba^  wlule  we  rahaidt  to  Aa 
deduce  of  Heaven,  whose  eoancdla  arc  inacnitabl* 
to  na,  we  cannot  bat  hope,  that  the  member*  of 
Consivn,  the  (fficera  of  Qovemment,  and  aU  who 
inhabit  the  ol^  or  the  conntij,  will  relKin  Ua  nitiKS 
in  lirelj  recollectioii,  and  moke  hia  patria4iam,  m«il% 
and  piety,  model*  for  imitation. 

I  thank  yon,  gentlemen,  tar  yoor  aamrancie  Ibal 
the  aaversl  tobjecta  for  legialatiTe  oonaderaticn,  re- 
CODUnended  in  my  oommmiloatian  to  both  Bonae^ 
ahall  receive  !rom  the  Senate  a  dsUbMate  and  can- 


With  yon,  gentlemen,  I  Baeoiely  defnoala  aB 
■[OTit  of  InDOvation  which  may  weaken  tbe  noml 
bond  that  connecta  tba  ^fi^rent  mrta  of  d4a  nalimi 
and  Government ;  and  with  yon  I  tnut,  that,  nudo' 
the  protection  of  Divine  Providenoe,  the  viadon  aal 
virtue  <d  onr  citiisna  will  deliver  oaz  naliofial  ocin- 
pact  animpaired  to  a  f^  prMperon^  hspn-,  and 
giateiiil  posterity.  To  thia  end  it  la  my  Aneot 
prayer,  Uiat,  in  thia  city,  the  fcnmt^ui  cf  witdnn 
may  be  alwaya  opon,  and  the  atnam*  of  elo^osM* 
for  ever  flow.  H<ae  tnay  the  yonth  at  thia  aztcawvt 
ooDntiy  for  ever  look  up  wlliioiit  £aw>oiitlniail,  not 
only  to  the  monnmanta  and  memoriat*  of  the  dta^ 
bnt  to  the  ezamplea  cf  tlie  living.  In  the  ntemben 
of  Congreaa  and  imcen  of  Ooremment,  tor  Sniihed 
modela  of  all  those  viituea,  graeea,  talenta,  and  ae- 

man  nature,  and  lay  tbe  only  foundation  fti  Ih* 
procpeil^  or  dnratiou  of  emniitta, 

JOHK  ADAMS. 
CiTT  or  WuaivoTox,  ^<m,  26, 1800. 

The  Senate  returned  to  th^  own  Chamber; 
and  the  reply  of  the  VtOMOTsr  <»  tsk  CiniD 
SU.TSS  baving  been  read,  a^oomed. 

Fkidat,  NoTetnber  S8. 

Taoiua  Jammsoii,  Vice  Fmident  of  tbe 

United  State^  and  Freddent  of  tbe  Senate,  it- 


itcanu.T,  Deoambn  1. 

Jnra  VsiiiKLnr,  from  the  State  of  Korth 
Carolina,  attended. 

The  Vicn  PiuEsroEHT  o<»Qmimtcatod  a  letttr 
from  Jakzs  Llotd.  b  Senator  frcan  the  State 
of  Maryland,  resigniiig  hia  aeat  in  the  Seoata; 
wliiah  was  read. 

TuxBDAT,  DeoMabarS. 
SkooB  BxAD,  from  the  Btat«  of  Sooth  Oan- 
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^la,  and  Jaxm  Ocmr,  from  tlie  8tat«  of  Goor- 
1^  KTenlly  attended. 

Tkcssdat,  December  4. 
Ha  GrazHi,  from  Ibe  State  of  Rhode  Isl- 
md,  and  Eluah  Putn,  tnm  the  State  of  Yer- 
most,  MTeraS;  attended. 

KoiiDAT,  December  IS. 
WnxuK  HiSDiuK,  appointed  a  Seoator  b^ 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ifaryknd,  for  the 
reTiiunder  of  the  term  for  which  jAioa  Llotd 
wtt  elected,  prodaced  bis  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Fbidat,  December  16. 
JoxATKur  Masok,  appointed  a  Senator  b;  the 
Le^atare  of  the  State  of  Uaasaohosetta,  in 
place  of  Bkhamdi  Goodhui,  reigned,  prodnced 
oia  credentials,  was  qoalifleo,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 


KONDAT,  Janoar?  5,  ISOl. 
Mtmimtpfd  Territoriat  Lawt, 
^e  following  Uessoge  was  received  from  the 
PnnroB^iT  or  tbb  Ukited  Statu  : 
Qr^^tme*  of  At  StmOt,  md 

Oemllemaia/tUSiiueifEmiatliilitet! 
I  transodt  to  both  Honsei  of  Congreu,  for  their  In- 
bnution  and  oon^entioii,  Mpteg  of  Uwi  gnscted 
hj  the  GcremOT  and  Jadeci  of  the  MUnnipp!  Ter> 
MoTj,  &om  Ou  SOth  of  Jnne  QBtU  the  Slit  of  D»- 
conber,  A.  D.  1799.* 

JOHN  ADAUS. 
Usmo  SEAua,  Jem.  1,  IBOl. 


'WxtaaaDA.j,  Jaaaarj  7. 

Hie  Senate  took  into  oonsideration  ib»  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  wag  referred  so  mndi 
of  .tba  Pbmiskht'b  Speech  as  relates  to  the  ex- 
enuM  of  the  local  pollers  over  the  District  of 
Colmsbia,  vested  Dy  the  constitution  in  the 
Congiesa  of  the  United  States ;  which  ts, 

"  Tha^  br  tb*  e«MiaD  of  the  nmal  Stata  of  Tlr- 
^nia  and  llarjlaad,  aod  the  aooaptance  tbenof  bj 
Cot^nai,  tba  nid  Dubiot  haibeooou  the  permaneot 
SiBt  of  Ae  Oorennnent  of  tba  Unitsd  SUM* ; 

"  That  lb«  powen  of  the  Mid  States  to  l^ilate 
wHhm  Hid  Dfatriot  havs  wboDy  ceased ; 


And,  OD  motion  to  agree  thereto,  a  motion 
was  mode  for  the  previous  qnestion,  to  wit: 
"Shall  the  main  qnestion  be  now  pot  I"  and 
which  passed  in  the  negative. 

•  flo^tct  to  the  iibqiF»Til  of  Cducmm,  ud  t«  muU  In 
tana  antH  dlaipproTed— (Ut  TtnKoif  being  a  oopr  tn  Iti 
Oonnunant  s(  that  o(  tb*  Kuth'iirMt  nodar  the  Ordlnucie 
Ktbe  Uth  Jalj,  ITST,  axeept  la  the  utl-diTerj  eUuiM. 


The  Senate  reenmed  the  seoond  reading  of  the 
bill  concerning  the  District  of  Colnmhia ;  and, 
aner  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted  to  the  orif- 


TsunsDAT,  Jannarj  8. 
SoEx  AsMSTsoKo,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Yoi^  in  plaoa 
of  JoBit  IiAURAiraa,  resigned,  prodnoed  hts  cre- 
dentials, was  qnalified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 

Mom) AT,  Jnnnary  12. 
'W'.tLUK  BcroBAit  and  Jauxb  Robs,  from  th* 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  severallj  attended. 

THCEsnAT  Jonoary  IB. 

Hi.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  on  the  bill 

to  erect  a  maosolenm  for  Gmnoi  WABHuraroit, 

reported  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and 

ordered  to  Ue  for  oonsiduation. 

TnuDAT,  Janoary  SO. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonrideration  of 
Exeontive  bnsmeas. . 

WsnuBsnAT,  Jsnoary  31. 
The  YiOB  PutBiDBnT  conunonloated  a  letter 
ttf»m  the  Oommissionera  of  the  Oity  of  Wash- 
ington, addressed  to  both  Honses  of  Oongreea 
requesting  the  assignment  of  a  room  in  tiie  Oa- 

gitol  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the 
njireme  Jndicial  Conrt  of  the  Dnited  Ststca; 
which  was  read. 

Sfohtd,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
inform  the  Oommis^ners  of  the  Oi^  of  Wash- 
ington that  the  8«iate  oonsent  to  the  aooammo- 
daBon  of  the  Sopreme  Oonrt  in  one  of  the  ooiif 
mlttee  rooms,  as  ]nx)posed  in  their  letter. 

TEUBsnAT,  Jannarr  22. 
Xavtoleum  far  Watliingtmi. 
Hie  Senate  resumed  the  oonsiderstion  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  to  erect  a 
mansotenm  for  Geosob  WASBiNotoiT;  and  on 
motion  to  agree  to  the  report,  and  to  str^e  ont, 
after  the  word  "That"  immediately  following 
the  enacting  elanse,  the  whole  of  the  hill,  fiir 
the  pnrpoee  of  inserting  as  follows: 

"  In  tettimoDT  of  the  respect  and  gratitade  of  die 
citiiem  rS  the  United  Slates  tu  Oeokoe  WASaniorov, 
and  fin- eanyli^  Into  effect  the  rctcdntion  of  CoiurrMa 
oftbeeitbdayofDMOmbw,  1799,  taoemnemoBM 
the  gieat  events  of  bii  mDHaiyaod  pcjitical  lift, 
'*— 0  Aall  be  and  hereby  te  appropriated  a  ami  not 

ieding tbonsuid  dollwi,  to  be  paid  oot  of 

mooeya  in  tbs  Treanuy  of  the  United  Statai,  not 

AndhtkfuTlKir  tr^eitd.  That thaQba 

and  hereby  are,  empovered,  to  fix  on  a  plan  and  make 
all  contraoti  and  engsgementi  Ibr  payment  of  mo- 
neyi,  not  exceeding  In  tbe  whole  the  albreiwd  nm)  of 
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■mr;  and  pnnMr  fbr  tba  dua  exaontioa  at  thii  act,  w 
to  Ucm  iliall  nem  ixpodieiit' 

And  it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  motion,  uid 
Qt&t  the  question  be  taken  on  Btrikiog  out,  which 
pwaed  in  the  afflimstiTft— yeaa  IS,  nays  12,  ae 

Teu. — Heart.  Andenno,  Amutnmff,  Baldwin, 
Bkiodwordi,  Btovh,  Codn,  Da;toii,  T:  Foster,  D. 
FoMtr,  FniiUtii,  HUlhoDie,  Luigdon,  Uuihall,  S.  T. 
Hucm,  Ifiobola^  and  Sdnnemin. 

Nati.— Heam.  CUpnau,  Greepa,  Hindman,  How- 
aid,  LatimBT,  liTermora,  J.  Hatoo,  Uonii,  Paina, 
Bead,  Tiacr,  and  Wella. 

UoNDAT,  JanoBij  96. 

The  Senate  reaamed  the  second  reading  of 
the  bin  for  erecting  a  mausoleum  for  Gioboe 
WiBBisQTOir ;  and  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee,  and  filled  up 
one  of  the  blanlu, 

Ordered,  That  thia  hill  pas  to  third  reading 
u  amended. 


"WwawtsDiT,  Febniai7  4. 
JTovjoZtfUfli  /Or  WathiitgUn. 

The  Benste  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee,  on  the  bill  for 
erecting  a  mansoleDm  for  GaosaK  WuHuJOTOir ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

And  on  tbe  final  passage  of  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed, the  qneation  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— jeas  30,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

Teas. — M«i>ra.  Andenoa,  Anaitroii^  Baldwin, 
Bloodworth,  Bromi,  Cbipman,  DajtoD,  T.  Foiter, 


,  _  „  1,  livennora,  Manliall,  S.  T.  Mara,  Ni- 
obdot,  Paina,  and  Schnraman. 

KAti. — HM*n.  Bii^^nm,  Cocks,  Omm,  Htndinaa, 
Latlmar,  J.  MaMo,  Honii,  Bs«d,  and  Rom, 

So  it  was  SMoliitd,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendmenta. 

HoBDAT,  Fehmaiy  0. 

C<n»tiitg    Yetta  for  Frtiidmt  tfftht  UrUUd 

Btata. 

On  motion,  it  was 

BetolneA,  That  the  Senate  will  be  readj  to 
»c^Te  the  House  of  Bepreaeutativee  in  tha  S»- 
iist«  Chamber  on  Wedneadaj  next^  at  twelve 
o'dock,  for  the  pnrpose  of  being  present  at  the 
opening  and  ooontmg  the  votes  for  PszaiDxirr 
OF  THE  UmrxD  Statbs.    That  one  peraon  be  ap- 


Itatm.  aai     ,  

result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Preeident  of  the 
ScoiBte,  who  shall  anoonooe  the  stAte  of  the 
Tot«,  which  shall  be  entered  on  the  Jonmals, 
and  if  it  shall  ^pear  that  a  choice  haa  been 
mode,  Bgreesblf  Xo  the  oonatitntlon,  anch  entrj 
on  the  jonmals  shall  be  deemed  ft  sufficient  de- 
(QuAtioa  tbereoL 


TcBBDAT,  Febmary  ID. 

On  motJoD  that  when  the  two  Homea  ehaS 

proceed  to  opening  and  connting  the  voles  for 

PSSSIDENT    or   TSE    UiOTKD    StATIS,  UO  pe»HI 

shall  be  admitted  Into  the  galler;,  it  pueed  iu 
the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  10,  u  followa: 

Teas. — Uann.  Bnnm,  Cbipman,  DafloD,  T.  Fi>- 
tsr,  Dwi^t  FoMcr,  HfUboaH,  Hindmu,  Lstimn',  J. 
MaioD,  HoTTO,  Paloe,  Read,  Rosa,  Schnmman,  Tacj, 
and  Weill. 

Nats. — MMan.  Andsnan,  Baldwin,  Bloodwoidi, 
Cocks,  Fraoklin,  Langdon,  livennoni,  Manhilli  & 
T.  Mann,  and  Mioholai. 

A  message  was  reoeived  from  the  Hoom  of 
Representatives  informing  the  Senate  that  the; 
hare  passed  a  resolution,  whiofa  the  Clerlt  mt 
directed  to  bring  to  the  Senate. 

The  reeolutioQ  was  rend,  as  follows : 

'^Sttdvtd,  That  thi>  Hoaaa  will  attoid  In  llx 
Chamber  of  the  Senate  oa  Wodoaidaj  raiil,  at  U 
o'clock,  fbr  the  poipoM  of  btdng  pimat  at  tb«  opeo. 
ing  and  counting  of  the  vote*  for  pKnanm  lad  Ykx 
PassmERT  OF  THE  UmKD  Statd  ;  that  Hwan.  Bn- 
LEDOE  and  KicnoLAS  be  ai^ointed  toilet*,  to  VK 
jointly  with  tha  teUer  apwinted  on  file  put  of  tba 
Senate,  to  maka  a  lilt  of  the  Totei  ft«  Pnsmcm  and 
Vice  Peeudent  or  TBE  Ukued  Staie^  ai  thrj  diiU 
ba  deoUred ;  that  the  mult  ahajl  be  deliiared  to  Iba 
Frendent  of  the  Seoale,  who  aball  annovnce  tbo  iKte 
of  the  vote,  which  abill  be  eutend  on  tha  jooiul^ 
and  if  it  ihall  appear  that  a  clwioa  hai  been  midt, 
agreeably  to  the  conatitntion,  inch  entij  (n  tbe 
jonroali   ehall  be  deemed   •  aaOckot  daelmtioa 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Wkus be  a  t«Dei<mth» 
part  of  the  Senate  itft  the  pnrpoee  ezjveMsd  in 
tbe  above  reeolntion. 


TKninsDAT,  Febroaij  11. 
Ordered,  That  the  Seoretairnotifr  the  EooM 
of  Bepresentativee  that  the  Senate  is  readj  to 
meet  them  in  the  Senate  Ohunber,  for  the  [n^ 
poee  of  being  wesen  t  at  tOe  op«ninK  and  oooDtiiig 
the  votes  fbr  FBunmiT  ot  TOBlmnDSrATK 
The  two  HoQses  of  Oongreaa  aoootdin^  i^ 
sembled  in  tube  Senate  Cbamber,  and  tbe  oniiS- 
oates  of  the  Electors  at  dxteoi  States  wen  by 
the  Yioi  PBWDDn,  opmed  and  delivwed  to 
the  tellera  appointed  for  tbe  pnrpoM^  who,  hav- 
ing examined  and  asoertaJned  the  nnmbwix 
votes,,  presented  a  Ust  thereof  to  the  Vici  ?■■■ 
eniBirr,  which  was  read.  (Ar  Litt  sm  Ta^ 
on  next  page.) 

Whereapon  the  Yioe  Prkbidkbt  declared  thu 
the  result  of  the  votes,  aa  delivered  by  the  tall- 
er^ was  that 

Thomas  Jnmaas,  of  Ta.,  bad  .  n 
Aabos  Bubb,  of  N.  T.,  had  .  .  TS 
JoHs  Adams,  of  ICaae.,  bad  .  .  U 
Ohas. 0.  PiROKintT,  ofS.  Chad.  U 
JomrJtT,  of  K.Y.,had      .       .   1 
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Kcv  HuDpahira 
MttticboKtU 
HltodaUuid 

CoDDOcdoilt  . 

Vmnont 
NtwYori    . 
New  Jnrwtj 

DeUras 

Muylaud     . 


T8  I  66  I  M  I 


The  whole  number  of  Electore  who  hod  Toted 
were  one  hnndred  and  thirty-eight,  of  which 
nomber  Thomab  Jcmowox  and  Aabon  Bchb 
hail  ft  mqjoritj ;  but  the  nmiiber  of  those  voting 
for  tbem  being  equal,  no  chcnce  waa  made  hj 
the  people;  and  tut,  oomeqaentlj,  the  remain- 
ing dotaea  derotve  on  the  House  of  Bepreeenta- 

On  which,  the  Eonse  of  Bepresentativea  re- 
pured  to  tliuT  own  Ohamber;  and  the  Senate 
t^jonmed. 

HoVDAT,  Febroaij  16. 
Puilie  Proptrtj/, 
The  foQowiiig  Heesage  was  reodved  from  the 
Pnaiiuurt  aw  the  Usitkd  Stitu  : 

m  of  Om  Smale,  imd 

Ultwtm  oflkt  Emu  of  BtitraentatiBa : 

I  with  to  know  the  pleunia  of  Cosgreu,  and  re- 
qwrt  their  directlaii,  ooDoamiag  the  diipodtion  of  the 
propot]'  of  the  United  Stataa  dow  in  my  pouesnou ; 
wbeiherl  ibftll  deliver  itialolfaehAnib  of  the  Headi 
cf  E>epvtineiiti,  or  of  the  Conunia^Dera  of  the  ci^ 
oTWaehington,  or  of  a  coniinittee  rt  C<nigre«a,  or  to 
tBj  Mher  penoDi  Congren  m»y  appoint,  to  be  deli- 
nnd  into  the  handj  tf  my  tacaataar,  at  whether  I 
dunpnmit  It  mynlf  to  the  Puddktt  orTHsUxiT- 
iD  Stats*  oq  the  4th  of  March  next.  Any  of  tbc«e 
mode*  win  be  agieeable  to  me. 

JOHHADAHS.    . 

n«m>  Buna,  Fib.  16,  1801. 

The  Veaaage  waa  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Vioi  PsBsrozin  oommimloat«d  a  letter 
ftvm  JuoB  SoHUBKKAH,  A  Senator  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersej,  resigning  hia  seat ;  which 

Sttolved,  That  the  Yioi  Pncamairr  be  re- 
quested to  noti^  the  EieontlTe  of  the  State  of 


New  Jersey  that  Javks  Sohcbxiuii  hath  ro- 
signed  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

WxDiosDAT,  Febmary  18. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Repreeentativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  ohoeen 
TnoMAB  Jrtfbbson,  of  Virginia,  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  term  coinmenoiug  on  the 
4th  of  Marob  next. 

On  motion,  it  was 

BetoUad,  That  a  ocmunittee  be  appointed,  to 
Join  sach  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives,  to  oooa- 
der  whether  anr,  and,  li  any,  what  measorM 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  fiirther  aocom- 
modation  of  the  Pbibidcnt  of  thx  Ukitbd 
Statu,  for  the  term  commencing  the  4th  day 
of  March  next,  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  other- 
wise ;  and  that  Messrs.  Niobolas,  Ts&ot,  and 
Baldwin,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  th« 
Senate. 

Xotifieation  nfEheUon  to  Aarm  Burr, 
On  motion,  it  waa 
Saolwd,  That  the  Pbxbidzkt  or  tbi  TTNtm) 

States  be  reqnested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted 
to  Aaboh  Bubb,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  Tie*  Pre- 
sident elect  of  the  United  States,  notification  of 
his  election  to  that  office,  and  that  the  President 
of  the  Senate  do  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate^ 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"Birrufown,  That  the  Senate  and  Hodm  of 
RepraientstiTes  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be- 
ing convened  at  the  city  of  Wathington,  on  Ihs  eeo- 
ond  Wednesday  in  Fobntary,  A.  D.  1801,  the  under- 
written Vice  Pmldent  of  the  United  States  and  Pn- 
ddent  of  the  Senate,  did,  in  presence  of  Hid  Senate 
and  Honae  of  Representative*,  open  alt  the  certifi- 
oates  and  eotmt  all  tlie  vote*  of  the  electors  tor  a 
President ;  wbennpon  it  appoued  that  Thomas  Jn>- 
msoH,  of  Virginia,  and  AarohBuu,  of  New  York, 
had  a  m^ority  of  the  vote*  of  ttie  eleelM*  and  an 

Soal  nomber  of  votai;  in  oonseqnenoe  of  which  the 
niSB  <£  Kcpiesentstivsa  prooeeded  to  the  ohoics  i^ 
President,  and  have  this  dsy  notified  to  the  Senate 
that  Tbohas  JsFFEHSon  has  by  tham  been  duly 
chosen  Preiidenti  by  all  of  which  it  appears  that 
Aaboh  Bcbr,  Esq.,  of  New  Toik,  is  duly  elected, 
agreeably  to  the  oonstitution,  Vice  Prestduit  oT  the 
United  States  of  America. 

la  witnesi  theieof  I  have  herennto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,  this  18tb  day  of  Febraory.  1801. 

"  THOMAS  JEFFERSON." 
And  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  do  cause 
the  certificate  aforeeaid  to  be  laid  before  Uie 
Pbesidrni  or  tax  Usttcd  Statu,  with  this  re- 
solntion. 

UosDAT,  Febmary  28. 
Ifr.  ^NoziixT,  a  Senator  for  the  Stato  at 
South  Carolina,  attended. 


Thubbdat,  Febniary  26. 
le  bin  to  prohibit  the  Secretary  <^  the  Navy 
Itom  carrying  on  any  bnsineaa  of  trade,  oom- 
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meroe,  or  DavigatJon,  wu  read  the  second  time, 
ftiul  referred  to  Ueasra.  Lanodon,  Nioholaa, 
and  Datton,  to  conaidOT  and  r^xtrt  thereon. 


Satchdat,  February  28. 
Sitmnff  ^  &\a  Viee  PretiderU. 
The  Yicn  PxBgnmr  addreeaed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 


■t  ofOt  SmaU ! 

To  give  ttiennutl  opporttrnt^orsppoIntiiigaPied'- 
dent,  pro  lanpore,  I  now  propoM  to  retire  from  the 
d^oflhe  SeiuM;  B[id,u  the  timfl  ii  aear  &t  hand 
irtieo  tba  relatlona  nill  ecus  vhicli  have  for  nine  time 
Mbd*ted  between  this  honorabla  Hodtc  vid  m  jhU^  I 
leg  laave,  Iwrore  I  withdnw,  to  ratum  them  jaf 
gr^efbl  thank*  for  all  the  inataneei  oF  Btteatian  and 
reepeot  with  whiii  thaj  hn«  been  pleued  to  honor 
ne.  In  the  di*churge  of  my  ftmctiont  here,  it  hat 
been  laj  comdentioni  eodearor  to  observe  imputia] 
pstice,  withoat  regud  to  penom  or  robjecti ;  and  if 
I  have  failed  of  impreMllw  tU*  on  the  miiid  of  the 
Senate,!!  wMbetomea&cntnrtanceof  the  deepeit 
regret.  I  may  have  eired  at  times — nodonU  I  hare 
cired — tlilf  ii  the  law  c^  hnmaii  nstiire.  For  honeit 
errors,  bowaTer,  indolgeikoe  may  be  hoped. 

I  owe  to  tmtb  and  jnatice,  at  the  lauie  time,  to  de- 
clare, that  the  habiti  of  order  and  deoomm,  wblch  u 
ttrongly  characterize  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
have  rendered  tha  iiQi[nra^  of  their  Frcaident  an 
office  of  little  difficnl^ ;  that,  In  timet  and  on  qoeilioni 
which  have  eererely  tried  the  aenidlnlitiei  of  the  Houe, 
calm  and  temperate  diuniumi  hu  randy  been  di»< 
torbed  br  depirtnrei  from  order. 

Shoold  the  Kipport  whioh  I  have  leoeiTed  ftom  the 

under  the  h^qmt  anipHMa. 

With  theae  exprenixii  of  my  datifol  itg$xi  to  Ae 
Senate  aiabodj,  I  aak  leave  to  min^  my  paitimlar 
wiahes  for  the  health  and  happinev  of  the  individnali 
who  oompow  it,  and  *o  tender  them  my  oordial  and 
nqMutfnl  adieu. 

After  which  the  Yicn  FBmtmr  retired. 

WhereTOon  the  Senat*  proceeded  to  the  eloo- 
tion  of  ft  President  pro  ten^ore,  as  the  oonstl- 
tntjon  provides;  and  Jamxs  HiuHoim  was 
dnly  elected. 

Ordered,  ThftttheAddreasofthe ViobPbkbi- 
DKBT,  made  this  d^,  taking  leave  of  the  Senate, 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  with  instmotion  to 
pr^>are  uid  report  the  draft  of  an  Addreaa  in 
answer  tliereto;  and  that  Ueaara.  Mokbib,  J. 
IQsotr,  and  Battoh,  be  the  oommitteo. 


UoimAT,  Uarch  2. 

Anmetr  to  tie  Viet  Pretidenffi  Valedietpry. 

Vi.  MoBBis,  from  the  oommittoe  appointed 

the  98tb  ultimo,  on  the  Address  of  tiie  Tion 

FmsiDBST,  made,  on  his  taking  lean  of  tba 

Senate,  reported  an  answer  thereto,  whidi  was 

read,  as  follows: 

Si> :  While  we  oongiatnlata  joa  on  thoM  aipn»- 

liowifl,  wl ■ 


lou  of  ihat  Intelligence,  attentioa,  and  imputiilitjFi 
with  which  yoa  hare  preiided  over  our  deliberttiani. 
The  Senate  feel  tbemMlvaa  mneh  gratified  bj  tlie 


In  the  confidence  that  your  official  eraidnet  iriD  t«  £- 
ranted  to  thaie  gnat  object^  a  ooofidence  derirad  ttrm 
put  events  we  repeat  to  yoo,  ur,  the  aanuuKc  eT  ou 
oonstitntional  ropport  in  your  fhtnn  adminiilialiDn. 

On  the  motion  tA  Wrike  ont  these  word«:  "i 
ooofldeaoe  derived  from  past  events,"  it  psaaed 
in  the  negative— yeas  9,  nays  19,  aa  Ibllowa : 

YKAa.-'MeAera.  Chipman,  ttItiJtwti^  Howard,  Liiw 
umore,  Paine,  Read,  Boa^  Tracy,  and  VelU. 

Natb. — Meaan.  Anderson,  AnutioDg,  BaMvia, 
Bloodworth,  Brown,  Cocke,  DayCon.  T.  Feattt,  D. 
Foster,  Fiaakiin,  Greene,  Otma,  HiUhoosa,  Hanbill 
S.  T.  Maaon,  J.  Mason,  Honi^  Nleholia,  and  Hack- 

And  the  report  was  agreed  ta 

Oriered,  lliat  the  committee  who  drafted 
the  answer  to  the  Addren,  wait  on  the  Fren- 
dent  oleot  of  the  United  States,  and  {assent  it  \» 
him. 

The  FssBiDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  President  elect  of  the  United  States; 
whioh  was  read,  as  follows : 

WASBraoTOK,  Jfont  S,  lEOI. 

Sib  ;  I  beg  leav%  thnmgfa  jon,  to  infonB  Ihi  bcB- 
on^le  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  thil  I  ih^ikw 
to  take  the  oath  whiob  the  oonstltatioB  pnecribM  to 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  be&re  he  vtat 
on  the  execution  of  hia  office,  on  Wedneeday,  the  Itfa 
instant,  at  12  o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re^f^ 
sir,  vom  most  obe^sM  aod  most  hnmbie  larTint, 
TH.  JEFFEHSON. 

The  Paxammn  j>ro  (oapore  yiie  fcaids. 

Ordand,  That  the  foregoing  lettw  bs  retend 
to  Uesvs.  MoBBis,  Dattok,  and  Ross,  to  npoit 
thereon. 

Orderad,  That  the  committee  who  w«re  iq>- 
pointed  to  take  Into  oonstderstion  the  Itttw 
from  the  Prendent  elect  of  the  United  Stitt^ 
of  this  dny,  be  discharged. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows: 

The  President  eleot  of  the  Unitod  States  hariM 
Infimned  the  Senate  «bat  he  ptDpoess  ID  t^a  As  («a 
whieb  tbs  cDostitDlion  praoribe*  to  ttia  Fndiit 
of  the  United  StatM  belbn  be  entefs  on  dia  eiei»- 
tion  of  his  office,  on  Wedaesdav,  the  fth  inBt»i«,Bt 
13  o'etock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber : 

Ordtred,  That  the  Saeretaij  oommnniMle  that  i>- 
fbnnation  totheHooieof  Be^eaentaCires;  As(  Mali 
bepravidadfossDchmembenof  dM  BooMcf  Bs|n- 
seniatives  and  snoh  of  the  pnbUo  Hinislen  as  nsj 
think  proper  to  attend  i  andthatlbegaUairbetiFea- 
ed  to  the  citiaans  of  the  United  States 

And  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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TmsDXT,  March  8. 
JTauKlmtm  for  WathittftotK 

The  Senate  hwk  into  oonrideration  the  amead- 
ments  to  the  amendmeDta  on  the  bill  to  ereot  a 
nuuiaoleimL  for  Ozobok  Washikscok;  and  on 
motioo  to  postpone  the  farther  coiuddentioii  of 
thia  bUl  irata  the  fliM  Uondar  in  Deoember 
next,  it  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe — Teas  14,  iibjb 
]8,a«foliowB: 

YxA». — Ueon.  AnitTtoa,  Anmtnmg,  Baldwin, 
Broim,  Cocks,  Gniin,  Hitirfman^  J.  Mmod,  Morril, 
Hnckoey,  Kead,  Bom,  Tnc7,  and  Wells. 

Nats. — HeMn.  Bloodwoith,  Ctupman,  Davton,  T, 
FniWr,  Frankliii,  Qieem,  Hilllionse,  Howard,  Lang- 
don,  IJTisruKir%  M»T«li«n^  Nicholas  and  F^ne. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  Bearatar^  of  the  Navy 
from  bdna  omoeraed  in  trade  or  oommeroe,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  paaeed. 

Ur.  NiOHOLa&  from  the  oommittee  on  the  bill 
providing  for  a  Naral  Peace  EitabUahment,  re- 
ported amendments,  whioh,  tratDg  agreed  to,  the 
biB  was  read  the  third  time  b;  nnanlnioiu  con- 
sent and  paned, 

Ui.  UoBBi^  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  tlie  President  elect  of  the  United 
6tal«e,  and  present  him  with  the  answer  of  the 
Senate  to  iia  Address  on  taking  leave,  com- 
monicated  his  reply,  wliiah  was  read  as  follows : 

Gebtixhkk:  I  rsceivs  with  due  Mn^OItf  the 
eongntnlations  of  die  Senate  an  being  called  to  ths 
fintEIzecnIiTe  office  nfonrGoTemineQti  andlscc«pt, 
widi  gnat  iXMactioii,  their  aunranee*  of  anpport  In 
whatever  regaida  die  honor  and  interest  of  our  coun- 
trj.  EDowing  no  oflier  object  !d  the  discharge  of  mjr 
pnblie  dodes,  tlielr  confideocs  in  my  fntere  condnct, 
derived  from  past  events,  ihatl  not  be  diiappdnted,  so 
fiu'  aa  my  ja^nunt  mi^  enable  ne  to  disosni  those 
etgecta. 

Tbe  apprahation  thay  are  so  good  as  to  express  of 
my  conduct  In  the  chair  of  the  Stniata,  Is  highly  grali- 
frmg  to  me ;  and  T  pray  tbem  to  aoeept  tny  hnmble 

DuuwB  Ibr  thesa  dedaiations  of  it    

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Muc^  8,  ISOL 

TuisDAT  Etxsikq,  8  o'oloek. 

Aaxoit  OoDmr,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

Legislatnre  of  tbe  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  place 

of  James  Schnreman,  resigned,  prodnced  his  ore- 
dentials,  was  qoalified,  and  t«>DK  his  seat  in  tJie 


B4}oammeiit  of  the  two  Hooses  of  Oon^^ss,  and 
haTO  ^ipoisted  a  committee  on  their  part. 
And  that  the  Honse  of  Repreeentatives,  having 
completed  the  bnsisees  before  them,  are  abont 
to  aqjonm  witfaont  day. 

Ur.  Rbad  reported,  from  the  Joint  committee, 
that  tbej  had  waited  on  the  Tsxtaxsr  ot  th> 


Vsrnat  Statu  and  that  he  replied,  that  he  had 
nothing  fiirther  to  aommnnioate  to  OongresBj 
except  his  best  wi«hei  for  the  health  and  happi- 
nees  of  its  members  respeetively. 
The  Senate  then  a^joo™^  without  d^. 


SPECIAL    SESSION. 
'WcDHKSDi.T,  litaoh  4, 1601, 

7b  As  jSoKttm  of  Aa  United  Sti^t$,  mfmdvtlg  i 

Sir  :  It  appearing  to  me  proper  and  necessary  tat 
the  pnblic  service,  that  tbe  Senate  of  the  United 
States  shoold  be  convened  on  Wednesday  the  4tfi  of 
Haich  next,  yoin  are  desired  to  attend  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Senate  on  that  day,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, tc  -eceive  and  aot  upon  any  commonlcstion* 
which  the  Pnsident  of  the  United  States  may 
then  lay  berore  yna  lonchtng  that  Inttnerta,  and  to 
do  and  oonsMer  all  other  tblngt  which  nay  be  proper 
•nd  Bscessary  fbr  the  pnblio  service,  for  the  Senate 
to  do  and  consider. 

JOHN  ADAM3, 
iVattdMl  ef  Oa  UmUd  StaUt. 
80,1801. 


In  conformity  to  the  Bommoiu  from  th« 
PBSSifuirT  or  thb  UiirnD  Statsb  above  re- 
cited, the  Senate  assembled  in  their  Chamber. 


Ajlbos  BusBj  Vice  President  of  the  ITnited 
States,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Sakuil  LrvmiKOBX,  and  Jamxs  Shkaji^  from 
New  Hampshire. 

BwiQHi  FosiEB,  and  Jobathab  Uaboit,  from 
Massachusetts. 

TasoDOsc  FoBiXB  and  Rat  Gbxkhb,  fi-om 
Rhode  Island. 

UsiAH  Tbaox  and  Jauks  HiLLaonu,  fivm 
Oonneotiont; 

Natbamixl  OrnniAir,  from  Vermont.  - 

GOITVXKNKUB  UOSBU  BUd  JOBK  ABUBTHCHn}, 

from  New  York. 

JoiTATBAH  Dattox  coxA  Axbon  Oattxx,  flvm 
New  Jersey. 

Jaubs  Robs  and  Pxtks  MvujxsBRsa,  from 
FennsylTania. 

WiLUAU  Hnx  WxLLs  and  Bahuel  Wbth^ 
from  Belaware, 

John  E.  Howabd,  fixim  Maryland. 

Stkvxhs  T.  Maboa  and  Wilso5  Oaxz  Nioho- 
LAS,  from  Virginia. 

JoHF  Bbown,  from  KentDoky. 

Jhssb  FRANXuir  and  Datid  Siobx,  fr^m 
North  Carolina, 

Joseph  Akdebsok  and  WniiAK  Oookb,  from 
Tennessee. 

Cbaslks  PnioKNZT,  fi-om  South  Carolina. 

Ahihtiim  Baldwin,  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  EiLLHorai  administered  the  oath  of  office 
to  the  Vice  Pbesident,  who  took  the  ohalTf 
and  the  credentials  of  Uie  fbllowing  members 
were  read : 
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Of  Hr.  AoDTBOiro,  Mr.  Hdhuhbkbs,  Hi. 
Bhkuk,  Hr.  Stsmb,  lb.  Tbaot,  and  Mr.  Wsm. 

And  th«  oath  of  office  was  administered  to 
Mr.  AxHStBona,  Mr.  MvHLBnBBiM,  Hr.  Sheafs, 
Mr.  Srom,  and  Hr.  WmT«,  by  the  Yiot  Pbb- 

Ezception  being  taken  to  tlie  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Tbaot,  b  Senator  from  the  Btote 
of  Connecticut,  a  debate  ensned;  and,  on  mo- 
tion that  be  be  admitted  to  take  tbe  oath  re- 
quired by  the  oonstitntion,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  IS,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Tsu. — MBun.  Chlpmui,  Dayton,  Dwight  Foster, 
Hillhaiuie,  Honid,  UTCrmon,  J.  Masrai,  Honli, 
Ogdan,  Row,  SfacaTe,  'Weill,  and  WUle. 

Nati, — Messrs.  Andersan,  AmutTOng,  Baldwin, 
Brown,  Cocke,  S.  T.  Haioa,  Mnhlenbarg,  Nicholas, 
Pinokutiy,  and  Stooe. 

And  the  oath  was  accordingly  administered 
to  Hr.  Tbaos  by  the  Yioe  PaEeiDnrr. 

The  Fbutoeht  or  thb  UmrKD  States,  at^ 
tended  by  the  Heads  of  Departments,  the  Har- 
sbal  of  the  Distriot,  his  officers  and  other  gen- 
tlemen, came  into  the  Benate  Cliamber  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  chair  Dsnaliy  occnpied  by 
tiie  Vice  Pbxsident.  The  Yiob  P^idknt 
took  a  separate  seat  on  the  right  of  the  Presi- 
mRT  OF  TBB  UmTED  Stateb,  and  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States  on  the  left.  Afler 
B  short  panse,  the  PBaaiDEirT  ov  ths  nviTKD 
Statsb  roea,  and  addreesed  the  andieaoe  as 
follows : 

fVwuJf  ani  fiUoB-atuau : 

C&lled  upon  to  undertake  the  diiHea  of  the  Ent  £z- 
ecutiTa  office  of  onr  country,  I  btuI  idTMiIf  of  the 

rtaence  of  that  portioQ  of  my  feUow-citlieDi  which 
here  assembled,  to  express  my  gratefbl  thaaki  for 
the  tkrot  with  wMch  they  have  b««a  pleased  to  look 
towards  me,  to  declare  a  eioceM  oonsciimsiHn  diat 
the  task  is  abore  my  talents,  md  that  I  i^iproaeh  it 
with  those  anxioos  and  awM  presentimenta  irtiich 
die  greatueai  of  the  charge,  and  the  weakneM  of  my 
powers,  so  jnstlj  inspire.  A  liainK  nation  qiread 
over  a  wide  end  fmitml  liud,  traversuig  all  the  seai 
'vith  the  rich  prodacttoas  of  their  iudiutiy,  engaged 
in  ooDuneroe  with  nations  who  feel  power  aod  forget 
lif^t,  advancing  rspidlj  to  destinies  beyond  the 
nach  of  mortal  eye )  when  I  contemplate  these  trans- 
cendent olyects,  and  see  the  honor,  the  happinea, 
and  the  hopes,  of  this  beloved  oooutry  committed  to 
the  issne  sod  the  aospices  of  this  day,  I  shrink  from 
the  oontempladon,  and  hnmUe  myself  Iwfbre  the 
nagnitade  of  the  undertaking.  Utteny  indeed  dionld 
Ideepeir,  didntA^eptesenoeaf  man;  whom  I  here 
Me  remind  me,  that,  In  the  other  ttirii  ai^orities 
provided  In'  onr  ccnititDtioD,  I  rikall  find  lenoree*  ef 
wisdom,  of  virtae,  and  of  seal,  on  whioh  to  rely  onder 
■B  difflottltiea  To  yott,  then,  gentlemen,  who  are 
charged  with  the  eovereign  fiinctioDs  of  legislation, 
and  to  those  associated  with  yon,  I  look  with  en~ 
oouragement  for  that  goiduice  and  npport  which 
may  enable  ns  to  itaer  with  safety  the  vessel  In  which 
we  are  all  embarked,  amidst  the  eonflictiag  elements 
of  a  ttenbled  world. 

Daring  the  contest  of  opdnion  throngfa  which  we 
have  paved,  the  animation  of  dlscnsdons  and  of  ex- 
ertions has  sometimes  worn  an  aspect  which  might 
impose  on  strangen  nimaed  to  think  &eety,  and  to 


aooordii^  to  the  roles  of  the  eontfitatioii,  aH  win  </ 
oonne  airange  themselves  under  the  wilt  of  the  Uw, 
and  unite  in  common  eflbrts  fiir  the  eommoii  good- 
All  too  will  beai  in  mind  this  sseied  prindfila,  that 
fiioagh  tba  will  of  the  miyori^  is  ia  sU  casta  to  pir- 
vail,  that  will,  to  be  rightAil,  n     '  '  " 


1,  feilow-dtiMDS, mdte  withsoe 
heart  and  one  mind,  let  ns  restore  to  sacisl  hiler- 
conrse  that  harmony  and  aflbctioo  without  iMA, 
liberty,  and  even  life  itrclf,  are  but  dteair  thingi. 
And  let  ns  nfleot,  that,  having  banished  fiom  rat 
land  that  religiooe  intolerance  under  which  mtiluiid 
BO  long  bled  and  sofikred,  we  have  jet  gained  little, 
if  wo  coantananoe  a  political  intolennoe,  as  dcapatii, 
as  wicked,  and  cqwhle  ofas  hitter  and  btood;  fam- 
cntiona  Dniing  the  throes  and  ooovnlaioiii  of  the 
sndeat  world,  dmiiu  the  ngotudng  q>asmi  at  mfnri- 
ated  man,  seAJng  Uion^  blood  and  sUn^ter  lit 
long  lost  liber^,  it  was  not  wondeifal  that  tbu  sgits- 
tion  of  the  billows  thonid  reach  even  this  distant  sad 
peaceful  shon ;  that  this  ahoald  be  mors  folt  sad 
leared  by  some  and  less  by  others ;  and  should  ^vide 
opinions  as  to  measures  of  safety;  hot  eierj  dilfo- 
ence  of  opinion  is  not  a  diSbnuee  of  prindpla  Vt 
have  called  by  difiereut  names  brethren  oS  ths  isiiit 
principle.  We  are  aU  Republicans:  we  are  sIlFedc 
ratists.  IT  there  be  any  among  us  who  weald  nA 
to  dissdve  this  Union,  or  to  flange  its  npoUicsn 
form,  let  them  stand  ondistorbed  a*  monmiMiitt  cf 
the  aafe^  with  which  error  of  ofanion  nuy  be  tiit> 
ated,  where  reason  is  left  free  to  cumbat  it  I  kncra 
indeed  that  some  honest  men  fear  tbat  a  RqnUicaa 
Government  cannot  he  strong ;  that  this  OoitfnnMnt 
is  not  strong  oiKin^  Bnt  wotjd  the  beoesi  faOiot, 
in  the  (nil  tjde  of  soceessftil  eipeiimeat,  ahasdoi  * 
Government  whidi  has  so  far  kept  as  f^  and  &i^ 
on  the  theoretio  and  visionary  fear  that  this  Goxtm- 
men^  the  wirid'a  best  hopev  mi^.bypoasiUlitri^ 
energy  to  preserve  ibelf?      I  tmat  not    I  beUm 


this,  on  the  contrary,  tl 
enrib.  I  believe  it  the  only  one  when  eveiy  ia>^ 
at  the  call  of  the  law,  wmild  fly  to  die  «tao^  of 
the  law,  and  would  meet  invasions  cf  the  poUic  nto 
as  his  awn  peisooal  oonoem.  ScaneUmsi  >*  ^"^ 
that  man  cannot  be  trusted  with  the  DoreramMt  </ 
himself.  Canha  then  be  tniMed  with  the  goietnBtet 
tteftmsf 


the  exterminating  bavoo  of  01 , c- 

too  high-minded  to  endoie  the  difiraditkBi  af  tii* 
olheia ;  possessing  a  chosen  conntry,  with  rc^ 
enongh  for  our  descendants  to  the  tbooMnddi  and 
thoosandtll  generation ;  eutartsining  ■  dot  wosi  </ 
onr  equal  right  to  the  oaa  of  oar  own  facnltiea  *e  As 
aoquisitionB  of  onr  own  indnstiy,  to  honor  aad  eoiB- 
dence  fi«m  our  fellow-dtiaens^  rsaidtiBg  nc«  fiaa 
birth,  but  from  onr  actions  and  their  sanM  of  flswj 
enli^tened  by  a  benign  lellgkm,  i«oftaisd  iodtad 
and  practised  In  Tarlous  forms,  yet  all  cf  thm  ^ 
cnkathig  honesty,  truth,  temoeiane^  natttod^  ■» 
the  love  of  man,  acknowlodging  aj^  adirisg  aa 
overinling  Piovidenoe^  1«Uel^  bf  all  ib  dIfaaM- 
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timi,  pravet  lint  it  dsllghts  to  the  h^nlnm  of  man 
Imtb  and  hii  grutor  happluaB  hereafter;  with  all 
tl»M  blennga,  what  more  ii  aeceiMur  to  make  na  a 
JMjrpj  and  a  protperoos  people  f  Still  ono  thing 
naie,  reDov-cltiuoi — ■  viie  and  frngal  Qovern- 
Ventf  which  ihaH  mitrain  man  frtm  iqjming  one 
another,  iliall  leaTs  them  oOierwiae  fVee  to  regnlate 
IhuT  own  pnrriita  of  ladoKi?  and  imnroremert, 
and  iliall  not  take  from  the  month  of  labor  the 
bnad  It  hai  earned.  Thti  Ii  the  mm  oT  good  gor- 
emment ;  and  thU  !i  nBCwarr  to  oloaa  the  circle  i^ 
onrrsUdtiaa. 

Aboot  to  anter,  fallow-dtiiani,  on  the  eiereiM  of 
dntjea  which  oompcdend  ever;  thing  dear  and  vain- 
able  to  TOO,  it  I«  proper  ;oo  abonld  onderKand  what 
I  deem  the  enential  principlei  of  our  Government, 
and  oonaeqiientij  Ihoae  which  ought  to  ihape  !ta  Ad- 
mimstistion.  I  wHl  eompiew  them  within  the  nai^ 
KFweit  compati  the7  will  bear,  (tating  the  getieral 
pnnriple,  but  not  all  it*  limitadoni.  Eqaal  liaA  ex- 
act jnatice  to  aU  man,  of  whatever  itata  or  perma- 
rion,  raligioiu  or  political :  peace,  commerce,  and 
hcoeet  fHotddiip  with  aD  na&iaa,  entangling  altianoea 

wftliBaDei  thaaoppwt  rfdw  State  G( 

aO  tbetr  ri^ti,        '^     - 


«  bnl- 


aereadoa  of  tha  General  GoremmaDt  In 


L  Its  whole 


li^  of  elactioD  b;  the  people  ;  a  mOd  and  nfb  oor- 
tvctive  of  abniei  which  are  loj^wd  hy  the  iword  of 
iCTohition,  where  peaceable  remediea  are  mtpinrided : 
Bhudnte  acqnleaoeiieeln  thrdeoidongorttianuvoiitr, 
the  Tital  ptindpla  of  fiapDblioa,  {ran  which  ii  no  ap- 
peal hoi  to  tores,  the  vital  priDciple  and  Immediate 
parent  at  da^iotum :  a  well-diKiplined  nutitia,  our 
beat  i^anoe  u  peace,  and  for  the  flnt  moment!  of 
may  reliera  them  i  the  npremacj 
he  ntilltanr  anthoritj — economy  in 
e,  that  labor  may  be  li^tly  bur- 
nevea  i  ma  ooDen  payment  (f  onr  debti,  and  lacred 
|aia>iii»lion  of  tha  pnblio  bUh  i  encouragement  of 
Bgriealtar^  and  <^  commerce  aa  tie  banmuid ;  the 
mhom  at  Inlbnnatioa,  and  MrsignnieDt  of  all 
ahoM*  at  tba  bar  of  the  pnblio  naaon :  Iteedom  of 
nlwon,  freedom  of  du  pnai,  and  freedom  of  peraon, 
SDMr  the  protection  of  uie  habeai  oorpni;  and  trial 
tnjarieeimpartialh'eeleeted.    Theaaprindpleafbrn 
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■ad  rsAiRnation.     The 


r  ilapa  throiwh  an  age  of  revolntion 


wudom  of  onr  taaef,  and 
'  heioei,  haTe  been  deroted  to  their  at- 
thqy  gbonld  be  the  creed  of  onr  political 
text  of  cirie  tnatmctico ;  the  tonchrtone 


ofalam,  let  n*  baMen  to  tetmoe  onr  ilepa,  and  to 
tegaiD  file  road  which  akoe  leadi  to  peace,  liberty, 
•ndaa&ta', 

I  tepau  than,  bUow-cItlMmi,  to  tha  poat  yon  hare 
aaBlgTWil  i&e.  With  experience  gnon^  in  tnbcudi- 
9tmtM  office!  to  have  leen  the  difflcnltleg  of  tbi^  the 
gnatoat  of  aH,  1  have  learnt  to  expect  that  it  will 
rarely  fkll  to  the  lot  of  imperfect  man  to  retire  fVom 
thia  MatJDQ  with  the  repntatkin  and  the  favor  which 
Iniiuc  him  Into  It.  Without  pretenaioni  to  that  high 
eonumas  yon  repoaed  in  oar  fint  and  graatot  revo- 
Intionary  character,  wboae  pre-eminent  aerrieei  had 
antjtled  him  to  tha  fliM  plaiM  hi  hii  conntiy^  lore, 
•id  daalinad  for  blm  the  furtat  page  In  the  Tidnmo 


of  faithfol  hiitoiy,  I  aik  ao  mnch  confidence  only  at 
""T  S>^  firmnea  and  effect  to  the  l^al  administn- 
tlon  ^yonr  aShin.  I  ibaD  often  go  wrong  through 
defect  n!  judgment.  When  tight,  I  iball  often  ba 
thooght  wrong  by  Ihote  whon  poritimu  will  not 
commund  a  view  of  the  whole  ground.  I  afk  yonr 
Indnlgence  for  my  own  erron,  which  wiQ  never  be 
intentional ;  and  your  mf^rt  ag^nit  the  enore  of 
others,  who  may  condemn  whet  they  wonid  not,  if 
leen  in  aU  its  paita.  The  approbatian  Implied  by 
yonr  mBh^  ia  a  great  iwn»lBtion  to  me  for  the 
paat;  and  my  fhtnre  ulidCnde  will  be,  to  retain'  the 
good  opinion  of  tboae  wbo  have  beitowed  it  in  ad- 
vance, to  eouciliate  that  of  olhen  by  doing  tbem  all 
the  good  In  ::  V  power,  and  to  be  initrnmental  to  the 
h^>pine>i  and  freedom  of  alL 

Relying  then  on  the  patronue  of  yonr  good  will, 
I  advance  with  obedience  to  the  work,  ready  to  ra- 
Ijie  from  it  whenever  yon  become  aeQiible  how  mnch 
better  choice*  it  ii  in  yonr  power  to  make.  And  may 
that  Infinite  Power  which  mice  the  deitiniei  of  tha 
nnivene  lead  onr  oonncili  to  what  ii  best,  and  give 
them  a  favorable  ime  for  yonr  peace  and  proaperi^. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to 
him  by  the  Ohief  Jnatica  of  the  United  SUtea. 
After  which  the  Pkibiskut  or  tax  Uhitbd 
Statu  retired. 

The  Senate  then  acyoamed  till  to-morrow. 

Thubsdat,  March  0. 

'WiLLUM  HiNDMAiF,  appointed  a  Senator  hf 
the  State  of  Haryland,  produced  his  credent!^ 
and  the  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  him 
by  the  Vios  PuMrogirr. 

OrtJn-ed,  That  Messrs.  Kioholu  and  Bau>- 
wiH  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  PBBSiDsirT 
OT  THB  United  Statis  and  notify  him  that  tho 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  reoeire  an^ 
oommnnications  which  he  maj  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Vios  Pkhuliuit  ocmimnnicated  a  letter 
from  Bat  Obkens,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Bhode  Island,  resigning  his  seat;   which  wai 

Sfahtd,  That  the  Yioi  Fsssidint  be  rs- 
qnest«d  to  notify  to  the  Execatire  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  that  Rax  Qikcxb  hath  re- 
rigned  his  seat  in  tlie  Senate. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  from  the  committee^. 
that  they  bad  waited  on  the  Pbisisbnt  of  tkb 
UNmtD  States  and  that  he  had  informed  tho 
committee  that  he  woald  immediately  lay  k 
Message  before  the  Senate.  The  Messwe  was 
received,  oontaining  nominations  to  fill  £x- 
ecotive  offices ;  which,  after  being  conMdered, 

Ordered,  That  Hessn.  Nicholas  and  Bali>- 
WIN  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Pbbsidedt 
OF  TUX  UKrraD  Statu  and  notify  him^  that, 
nnless  he  has  any  further  commnnication  to 
make,  the  Senate  are  ready  to  a^joom. 

Mr.  Nicholas  reported,  fh>m  Uie  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  Prssidknt  ai  thi 
UmrriD  States,  and  that  he  bad  informed  them 
that  he  had  no  fiirther  oommnnicatioiis  to  make 
to  the  Senate. 

Wherenpon,  the  Viox  PmmssT  •4}(>'>™^ 
the  Sen^  without  day. 
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ASBIDOHENT  OF  THB 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 

r  SESSTOK,  WEIGH  TOOK  PLACE  ON  THE  KAXmCATION  OF  THE 
OOHVENTION  WITH  THE  FBENCH  REPUBUC 


TniSDAT,  December  16, 1800. 
The  following  UessAge  was  received  from  iJie 

PrKSIDKUT  of  THB  USITED  STATES  ! 
GaUUmm  of  iht  Siaait : 

I  truinnit  to  th«  SenUe,  Ibr  thdr  conaldamtlcFQ 
tad  deeiiioD,  >  coDTentitHi,  both  tn  Engllah  nnd 
Fnnch,  bMweflD  Che  United  Stktea  of  Amerio  and 
the  French  Repahlic,  ligned  st  Puii,  on  the  tbittieth 
day  of  SeplambeT  lut,  by  the  mpectiTe  Plenipoten' 
tiuica  of  the  two  Foven.  I  Alio  tiuianit  to  the 
Seo^  three  mmnoicript  Tolome^  eontaioing  Om 
jaanai  of  onr  Enrori. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

UnTED  Statbk,  Dec.  IS,  1800. 

Tbe  Uessage  and  oonTention  were  read ;  and 
after  progreaa  ia  reading  the  Other  popen  ac- 
oompanyiDg  tbe  Message, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  reading  thereof  be 
postponed. 

FsiDAT,  Deoember  19. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ooostder  the  motion, 
made  jeaterday,  that  the  Pbxbidbit  or  thi 
tTmriD  Statu  be  reqnwted  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  the  instmctiona  given  to  onr  late  Oom- 
minioners  to  the  French  Bepnblio;  which, 
bdng  amended,  wu  adopted,  as  fbllowB : 

Ihtoh&It  That  the  PniiDKin  oftsk  Usttbd 
Statu  be  reqaested  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
the  inRtmctions  ^ven  to  onr  late  EnTOjs  Ex- 
traordinary and  Uiaisters  Flenipoten^ry  to 
the  French  Bepnblio. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolu- 
tion before  the  PaaaTaKsr  or  tbk  XTmriD 
Btatis. 

UoKDAT,  Deoember  88. 
The  following  Menage  was  received  from  the 

PBCSIDIHT  of  THB  VsiTMD  StATU. 
OmAmm  of  At  Sanatt  .• 

In  conformi^  with  yoor  reqnee^  In  yonr  .reialn- 
lion  of  tbe  19di  i^  tMi  month,  I  transmit  yon  tilt 
tnttnietloni  given  lo  out  late  Envoy*  E^xtiBordinBTy 
and  HiniiUn  FlenipotaDtian'  to  the  French  Ba- 
poblio. 

It  ti  my  reqneit  to  the  Senate  that  Iheae  inrtnu- 
tloDt  may  be  eoniiderad  in  gtrict  confidence,  and  rv- 
tnmed  to  me  u  Mon  u  the  ftanatfl  ihall  have  made 
an  flie  nao  of  them  they  may  jadge  neccnuy. 

JOHN  ADAM3. 

UnrxD  %U3wt,  Dm.  23.  ISDO. 


On  motion, 

Hmolttd,  That  all  oonfidailuj  ( 
made  hy  the  Prksidemt  or  m  UmiD  Srirru  to 
the  Senate,  shall  he,  by  the  mamben  tfaun^  k«fil 
iaviaUbly  lecret;  and  that  all  tPMtie)  which  m>} 
hereeiler  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  ahall  iLu  be  kepi 
•eoret,  nntil  tbe  Senate  iihall,  by  theii-  rewluboa, 
take  off  the  iqjnnction  of  ncracy. 

TmmDAT,  January  S,  ISOl. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideralion  at  tb* 
convention  mode  on  behalf  (if  the  United  State* 
with  the  Republic  of  France. 

And  tiie  second  article  having  been  debated, 
aqneation  was  moved  thereon,  to  wit;  "Wil 
the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  Tttifiettiiia 
of  this  article  t " 

And  the  yeea  and  nays  bdng  taken,  are  « 
fbllows — yeas  11,  naj^  16: 

TcAa. — Heam.  Baldwin,  Btoodwortii,  Bra**, 
Coche,  T.  Foiter,  Franklin,  Oreeoe,  Langdm,  S.T. 
Uuon,  Nicholai,  and  Pune, 

Nati, — Hewn.  Annatronfi,  Chipman,  Dajtoi,  D. 
Foater,  Onnn,  Hillhonaa,  Hiiidmaii,  Hovud,  L>>i- 
mer,  Livennore,  J.  Uaaon,  Honla,  Read,  Schnrms 
Tr«C7,  and  WelU 

So  it  passed  in  the  neftative. 

And  the  third  article  being  mider  eomidNS- 
tion,  a  qneetion  was  moved  and  pnt,  "  WiQ  tb« 
Senate  advise  and  oonsent  to  the  ratifieatioa  of 
thisartiolet" 

And  the  jeaa  and  nays  bring  takm,  m  is 
fbUowB— yeas  12,  nays  16 : 

Yeai.— Mem.  Annitnins,  Baldwin,  BloodinKt^ 
Brown,  Cocke,  T.  Foiter,  FnnkUn,  Gretne,  Onm, 
Langiloo,  S.  T.  Maion,  and  Nicholai. 

Natl — Meuia.  Chipman,  Dayton,  0.  ¥tt»a,  SB- 
boDM,  Hindman,  Howard,  LaCimfT,  LinraMm  J. 
MatMj,  Moriii,  Patas,  Read,  Sohnrwun,  Tiwy,  •a' 
Weill. 

So  it  paaaed  ia  the  negative. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  in  the  eontidendao  of 
the  convention,  so  far  as  the  fbnrteenth  aitide^ 
and,  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  fbrtheroonridenitian  that- 
of  be  pss^oned. 

Fbidat,  January  9. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  oondderatioo  d  th« 
oonvention  made  on  behalf  at  the  United  BtaM 
with  the  Repablio  of  EVsdos. 
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JunUT,  180L] 


On  motion,  to  advise  and  coosent  to  the 
adoptioD  of  an  addition^  article,  to  wit : 

'It  iihrSiar  agfMdibetwMtilheitid  oontnctiu 
pntiaa^  ibmt  notiiii^  tn  this  tmty  coDtaimd,  ib^ 
Da  tuuitiuBd  or  oparate  cootruy  to  finnuer  and  ex- 
Ufag  tnadat  irilh  otiur  Stat«i  or  •ovareign).'' 

And,  on  the  qoestlon,  "Will  the  Senate  ad- 
vise and  consent  to  the  adoption  of  this  ortiole  t " 
it  paaaed  nnanlmonslj  m  the  afflrmative — ;esa 
S7,  aa  follows : 

Ysis  Mil.  Asdmnn,  Armitamg,  Baldwin, 
Bloodwortli,  Bnxrn,  CUpmu,  Cad«,  DEjtan,  D. 
Foator,  f>uiUin,  GneM,  Omni,  millinn»i^  Htn-lm.t. 
Hnraid,  Laugdco,  iMiiaa,  Ii*ainon,  3.  T.  Umod, 
J.  Mbmo,  Mvrii,  NklMila^  Palna,  Ba«d,  Sohmraiu, 
Tne7,  and  Walla. 

On  modoD,  to  advise  and  eonsent  to  the 
adopticHi  of  the  foUoving  addltiODal  aitide,  to 
wit: 

"  Hm  praaHtt  ea)T«ntloa  ahall  tM  in  fbH  biM  doling 
*•  tana  of Taan,  to  be  ocmpntad  baa  tha 

And,  after  debate, 

Ordirtd,  That  the  ftuther  oonaideraUon  ther«- 
«f  bepc«^ned. 

HoHDAT,  Janoaiy  IS. 
The  Senato  reanmed  the  eondderation  of  the 
eonrention  made  on  behalf  of  the  United  Statu 
with  the  Repnblio  of  France ;  and 

The  motion  made  on  the  8th  instant  being 
amended  as  follows: 

The  pwseut  eaoTentlon  afatll  be  In  Ail]  flmie  BntQ 
two  7«an,  to  be  oompnted  &an  the  day  of  the  ibiis- 
toce  of  the  preUminaij  or  athw  arttclM  of  peace, 
■dikh  ahall  oenclnda  the  war  In  wUdi  the  ^remh 
MtioB  ia  now  engage^  or  for  a  ttnn  mt  esoeediDg 

"o  be  oonqntad  finm  the  time  of  the  ai- 

..    ..  ^  vbicheTei  erent  ihall 


diBtM  of  dw 


On  the  qneation,  "  'Will  the  Senate  advlBe  and 
consent  to  the  adc^tion  of  tbia  article  ?  "  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmatlTe — yeas  2S,  nay  I, 
(s  follows: 

Taaa, — Heona.  *TiJaT»ni^  Annatraog,  Baldwin, 
Bli^um,  Bloodwoi^  Brown,  Chipman,  Cocke, 
Dajfeni,  T.  Foater,  O.  Foatar,  Fnuklin,  Graene,  BOI- 
bnaa,  Bindman,  Hpwaid,  Latinier,  LiTennore,  Hor- 
rii,  XiehoUa,  Falne,  Bead,  Schnnman,  Tracr,  and 
WaOa. 

Sat.— 4b.  Lat^doa 

Thuddut,  Jannat;  IS. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  oonsideratioii  of  the 
conrttitlon  made  on  behalf  of  the  United  SUtee 
with  the  Bepnblio  office;  Wberetipra, 

The  Vui  PsniDDrx  repeated  to  the  Honse, 
that  the  Senate^  aa  in  a  OiHninittee  of  the 
WIk^  had  had  nnder  tbdr  eonrideratloD  the 
ooDTention,  and  had  mne  Ihrongh  the  same, 
and  had  wreed  to  tanarr  modifioationa,  -which 
heprooeeaedtoatatetoOieHoiMe,  andagiunto 
pnt  quaetions  thereon,  eererall;,  for  oonfinna- 
tion,  aa  follows ; 


On  the  qaestion,  whether  the  Senate  wonid 
advise  and  consent  to  the  ratiflcatioo  of  the 
second  article  of  the  convention  t  it  passed  in 
the  negative — jeae  10,  nays  IC,  as'followd: 

YcMa, — Meatn  Andencn,  Baldwin,  Bloodworth, 
Cocke,  T,  Fatter,  FranUin,  Laagdoo,  Mamhall,  Nt- 
cholai,  BDd  Paine. 

Nits. — Hew*.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Dajtou,  D. 
Fovtar,  Hillbonae,  Howaid,  I^tinur,  Livermora,  J. 
Maaon,  Hoiria,  Bead,  Boas,  Sohnreman,  Tiaov,  and 
Walla. 

On  the  qnesUon  whether  the  Senate  wonld 
advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the 
third  article  of  the  oonvention  ?  a  motion  was 
made  to  amend  the  artdole,  hj  adding  to  the 
end  theret^  theaa  words, "  or  paid  fbr."  WliM>e- 
npon, 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  am^id- 
ment  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : 
"And  so  likewise,  the  merchant  ships  and  ves- 
sels which  have  been  taken,  and  definitively  con- 
demned on  the  one  part  and  the  other,  shall  be 
restored  or  pud  fcv." 

On  the  qneetlon  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  it  passed  in  the  n^ative^ 
yeas  B,  nays  liO,  as  follows  : 

Yaia.— Ifeatii.  D.  Foater,  Hmhonaa,  Howard, 
LatimiiT,  livennore.  Bead,  Tracy,  and  Wella. 

Nati. — Heana.  Andenon,  AnoMrang,  Baldwin, 
Bingham,  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Chipman,  Cocke, 
Dayton,  T.  Forter,  Franklin,  Lajigdon,  Manhall,  S. 
T.  Maaon,  J.  Haaon,  Moiii^  Nicholas,  Paine,  Rca^ 
and  Schnnman. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
lost 


. "  it .  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  n^s 
SI,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Mesra.  AndeiKn,  Anaitron^  Brown, 
Baldwin,  Cock^  S.  T.  Uatou,  and  Nieholu. 

Nati. — Mean,  Bingham,  Blaodworth,  Chinnan, 
Dayton,  T.  Foater,  D.  Foater,  Franklin,  Hillhoue, 
Howard,  Langdon,  I^timar,  livennore,  MT^hall^  J. 
Maaooi,  Morrii,  Paina,  Bead,  Boas,  Schnreman,  Tnicy, 
and  Weill. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  the  qaestion,  whether  Uie  Senate  wonld 
advise  ana  consent  to  the  ratification  of  the 
third  articles 
18,  nays  16,  s 

YsAa. — Hasara.  Andmaon,  Amntwug,  Baldwin, 
Bloodwwth,  Blown,  Coeka,  T.  Foater,  Franklin, 
Greene,  Langdon,  Harahall,  S.  T.  Masaa,  ud 
Nloholaa. 

NATa. — Heaaia.  Ki^ham,  Chipman,  D^ton,  D. 
Foatar,  HUIboiua,  Howard,  lathner,  Livarnore,  J. 
Maaon,  Monii,  Paine,  Bead,  Boo^  Scbnremao,  TWt, 
and  Walla. 

On  the  qnestlon,  whether  the  Senate  wonld 
advise  and  consent  to  the  adoption  of  the  first 
additional  article,  agreed  to  as  in  Oommitiee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Dth  instant!  it  passed  nnanl- 
monaly  in  the  afflrmative — yeas  36,  as  followa : 

Ykas. — Mean*.  Andaraan,  Armataong,  Baldwin, 
Bingham,  Bloodworth,  Bioira,    Ch^man,    Cecka, 
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Dwton,  1  .  .  .  , 

HiUhoDM,  Howard,  Lai^don,  Latimer,  Uvannare, 
8.  T.  IfMoo,  J.  Maion,  Morrit,  Nkholu,  Paine, 
Bead,  Rcaa,  SchoTBman,  Tracj,  and  Welti. 

On  moUon  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  second  ad- 
ditional article,  agreed  to  aa  in  Committee  of 
tbe  Whde,  with  the  words,  "  ten  years ; "  it 
paased  in  the  negative — jeaa  9,  a».ja  10,  tu 
Mows: 

Tiia,~Henn.  Baldwin,  Bloodmirtti,  Erows, 
Cocke,  T.  Fotter,  Fnnklio,  Langdon,  S.  T.  Maun, 
and  Nioholaa. 

Nats. — Hewix  Aadenon,  Amutrong,  Bingham, 
dtipmao,  Dayton,  D.  Foitar,  Greene,  HiUhonM, 
Howard,  Latimer,  liTermore,  J.  Uaaon,  Monii, 
Falm,  Bead,  Bou,  Sohureman,  Tney,  and  WeHik 

On  motion  to  fill  tbe  blank  with  the  words 
"eight  yean,"  it  passed  nasmmously  in  the 
affirmative— yeas 28,  as  follows: 

TcAa. — Heura.  Andenon,  Ainutnng,  Baldwin, 
Bingham,  Bloodwortb,  Bnnrn,  Chipmaa,  Cocks, 
Dayton,  T.  FoMer,  D.  Foster,  Frai±Iin,  Greene, 
ffiUhoMa,  Howard,  Langdon,  Latimer,  livennoie, 
8.  T.  HuoD,  J.  Ha«m,  Honts,  Nicholae,  Paine, 
BMd,  Rom,  Sokmnaii,  Tnuiy,  and  Weill. 

On  rootioD  to  amend  the  second  addiUonal 
article  agreed  to  as  in  Conunittee  of  the  Whole, 
by  stiikiog  ont  these  words,  "  nntil  two  years, 
to  be  oompntod  from  the  day  of  the  signatnre 
of  the  preliminarr  or  other  articles  of  pence, 
which  shall  oonclade  tbe  war  in  which  the 
French  naUon  ia  now  engaged." 

And,  on  the  qaestioQ,  "fihaH  these  words 
stand  t "  it  passed  in  the  negatiTe—jeas  4,  nays 
3S,  as  follows : 

Teu. — Meaan.  Lirantiore,  Paine,  Bead,  and 
Tmiy. 

Kats. — UeMTt.  Andeiwii,  Anutiong^  Baldwin, 
Koodwotth,  Brown,  Chipmaii,  Cocke,  D^trai,  T. 
FoMor,  D.  Forter,  FrankHn,  Greene,  HilUxnuB,  How- 
ard, Lanftdoo,  Latimer,  HardiaD,  a  T.  Maaon,  J. 
Uaaon,  Morrii,  Nicbolai,  Sohoremaii,  and  Weill. 

And  the  article  having  been  ftolier  amended, 
by  nnanimona  consent,  to  read  as  follows : 

"  The  preaent  conTOalion  ihail  b«  in  tUl  foice  for 
Ae  term  of  nght  yean,  to  be  oompn&d  firon  tbe 
tune  of  the  exchange  of  the  laljitcationiL' 

On  tbe  qnestion,  whether  the  Senate  would 
advise  and  consent  to  tbe  said  additional  article, 
as  amended  1  it  passed  in  the  afBrmative — jeas 
30,  nay  l,aa  follows: 

Ykas. — MoHn.  AnderKin,  Annstronffi  Baldwin, 
Bloodworth,  Brown,  Chipinan,  Codta,  Saytmi,  T. 
Foater,  D.  Foster,  Franklin,  Qreeno,  Hinhnntf^  How- 
ard, Langdon,  Latimer,  Hanball,  S.  T.  HMon,  J. 
M aam,  Morrii,  Nicbolai,  Paine,  Sead,  Schomnao. 
Tracy,  and  Wella 

Nat. — Ht.  Livenooie, 

Ordtrred,  That  lb.  IfoBBm,  Mr.  NiOBoua,  and 
Mr.  Datton,  be  a  committee  to  rednoe  the 
MTeral  votea  <m  this  treaty  into  the  fonn  of  a 
ntifioation. 


WuimaDAT,  Jannary  21. 

The  following  Messa^wts  received  ftcm  the 
pBSBmKXT  OF  TOB  Umtxd  States  : 
Gmtkmm  of  (ie  SowM  .■ 

In  compUanoe  wilh  yoni  raqnot,  dgiufied  in  pm 
reulntion  of  the  twentielh  day  of  tliii  montli,  I  trui- 
mil  yon  a  r^oit,  made  Id  me  by  tbe  Secntaij  at 
Stale,  on  the  nme  day ;  a  letter  of  our  iile  Cunji 
to  him  on  the  <a  <^  Ootober  laM ;  an  extract  d  i 
letter  from  onr  Hiniiter  Pleidpotendiry  b  laiiet, 
to  him,  of  Ae  SSd  </ November  laK ;  ■nduiiDut 
ofanotharletlerfhiinthelGidMer  toOe  Senvtaiy, 
of  the  8l>t  of  October  last 

The  reaaoaing  in  the  letter  <£  ear  lale  Ene^  to 
France  ii  M  fd^  sopported  by  the  wrilen  on  tb  liv 
of  nalioDi,  particnluly  by  Vattel,  a)  well  M  by  Ut 
gieat  maitei^  Orodni  and  Pnfindoif;  Ast  noAiiig 
la  unto  bededred  to  lattle  tbe  poin^  HulU  llien 
t>e  a  coUIiion  twtween  two  treatiei,  made  wilh  tn 
different  powtn,  tbe  nore  aneiait  hai  tlw  adnatig* ; 


£n  the  treaty  afterward*  made ;  ud  if  llui  ktt  be 
found,  in  any  case,  incompatible  with  die  men  udeil 
one,  its  ezeoation  ii  coodderad  as  impoMble,  boul 
the  penon  promiiing  bad  not  tbe  power  of  Ktiac 
contrary  to  hii  antecedent  engagement.  Aldue^ 
OCT  right  is  very  clear  to  a^oOate  tiestica  leeoriiM 
to  onr  own  ideas  of  rl^l  and  joitioe,  booor  ud  gm 
faith,  yet  it  mnM  always  be  B  lati^etioB  to  bis* 
that  the  jodgment  of  other  natioos  widi  iriuM  «■ 
hare  connection,  ciuncidea  with  oois,  and  that  m 
have  no  reaMm  to  appfebend  that  any  diayswMs 
questions  and  diaooMWDS  are  likely  to  ariie.  Tie 
letten  froin  Ur.  King  will,  tbetefore,  be  nid  by  ^ 
Senate,  with  particalar  latiifaction. 

Tbe  inconrenienoM  to  public  offioen  and  Ihe  mis- 
obieft  to  the  pnbUo,  sriatng  bma  tbe  poblicalioa  of 
the  de^alchee  of  Minliters  abraad,  sr*  k>  nDt> 
rODS,  and  so  obrions,  that  I  lOqneK  of  thi  Sntf* 
that  tbeia  pMsri,  especially  tbe  letters  tkoa  Ik 
Sing,  be  conddend  In  eloae  ooofidence. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

UniBD  SiAtB,  Am.  ai,  1801. 

The  Meesage  and  pliers  were  iMd,  oA 
ordered  to  lie  for  oonai&ration. 

The  Senate  resomed  tiie  oonwderation  of  tbe 
report  c^  the  committee  qipointed  to  rednoe  tbe 
several  votes  on  the  oonvention  made  on  bebilf 
of  the  United  States  with  the  Bepnblic  of 
France,  into  the  form  of  a  ratificKticn,  togelha 
with  the  motioik  made  yesterday  thereon,  to 
wit :  to  amend  the  proviso,  by  inserting  lAc 
the  word  "  third,"  the  worda  "  and  ninatMBtb.'' 


— yeas  6,  nays  SS,  u  followe : 

Ybas.— Hessri.  Bii^iam,  £HmlOllS^  Bead,  Sm 
Tncj,  and  Wella. 

Nat*. — Heasia  Andenoi^  AimstroK  BaJdvn 
Bloodwivtb,  Brown,  Cbipman,  Cooki^  Myna,  T. 
Foster,  D.  Poster,  Franklin,  Qiomw,  Bowaid,  Las^ 
don,  Latimer,  Ureraiore,  S.  T.  Hanss  J-  Jlai* 
MiBTis,  Nicholas,  Paine,  and  SehDiasan. 

OriUrad,  That  the  farther  oonsidantion  ef 
the  convention,  and  the  repui  of  the  oommil- 
l«e  thereon,  be  postponed  tutil  FMtj  mA- 
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fltiewiJwy  w  SHTtt  SoHom. 


Fkidat,  Jsanaiy  SS. 

Tha  Senate  raanmed  the  oondderation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  ^pointed  to  reduce 
the  MTeral  rotcfl  on  the  oouTeotioa  made  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  with  the  Republic 
of  Franoe,  into  the  fonn  of  a  ratifioatioii,  which 
n(Kirt  is  as  follows : 

BttBlvtd  if  At  SnuUt  if  tb  Utiiud  Blatet,  (two- 
tUid>  cf  the  Senalon  pnaent  amonmiis  theieio,) 
That  dwj  do  rauanl  to  and  advin  the  ramcaUoD  of 
tbe  oonTeDdon  bat<n«D  the  n«iieh  RcpobUe  and  the 
Umted  Statet  of  Amerioa,  made  at  Peril  die  eighth 
d^  of  Veadamaire,  of  the  einth  year  at  the  Fraoch 
BepoUEo,  the  thirtieth  daj-  of  September,  anno  Do- 
niii  m^Mm  haDdred :  Pnmidtd,  The  leoond  and 
Ann)  aitielai  be  axptmged,  and  that  (he  following 
artidaa  be  added  or  ioierted ; 

Ut  It  i«  iiDdantood  that  Mdiii^  ia  tiiii  oaoreo- 
tion  diall  be  u  OMUtmBd  at  to  operate  omtiaiT  to 
an;  Gnnar  and  vdMlaK  inatiM  between  either  of  the 
paitiee  and  anj-  ether  State  or  Soreraign. 

2d.  It  is  Bgieed  that  the  preient  conTentlon  ihaH 
bain  ftvoe  for  tha  tenn  of  ngfat  yean  team  the  tinio 
tf  A*  exchange  of  the  ratificatiana. 

Wherenpon  a  motion  was  made  to  strike  ont 
the  whole  of  the  proviso ;  on  which  it  was  agreed 
to  divide  the  qnestion  into  foor  parts,  viz ; 

lit.  Whether  ao  mnob  ai  proridei  that  the  aeomd 
aiticle  ihall  be  eipnnged,  ihatl  (tend  P 

~  1.  Whether  to  much  ai  proridea  diat  the  dilid 
aged,  ehall  itaiidr 

r  that  part  dull  atand  whkfa  leetnini 
H  nMMUMw-Miig  i^auit  fonner  lieatiea  T 

Ith.  Whether  that  part  ihaU  itaDd  which  proTUas 
a  Tiniitatiiin  of  time  to  it*  dnratkm  P 

And,  on  the  cineatton  on  the  first  divinon,  to 
wit :  Whether  so  mnoh  as  proTidea  that  the 
aecond  srUcIe  shall  be  expunged,  shall  standi 
it  passed  in  the  n^ative,  two-thirds  of  the 
Benatora  present  not  agre«ng  thereto— yeas  IT, 
nays  IS,  as  follows : 

Tsaa. — Meain.  Aniutiong,  Bingham,  CUpnao, 
Dafton,  D.  Poatar,  HiUhoiue,  Bindman,  Howard, 
Latimer,  J.  Umod,  Morri%  Fdne,  Read,  Boat, 
Schnieman.  Tracy,  and  Weill. 

Katb. — HeHTB.  Andemn,  Baldwin,  Bloodwortb, 
Brown,  Cocke,  T.  Farter,  Franklin,  Greene,  Langdon, 


8.T.  1 


id  Nich. 


And  on  the  qnestian  on  the  second  divifflon, 
to  wit :  Whether  ao  mnoh  aa  providee  that  the 
ttiird  artiole  shall  be  expnnged,  ahaU  stand  f  it 
passed  in  the  negative,  two-thirds  of  the  Sena- 
tora  prteeat  not  agreeing  thereto — yeas  16,  nays 
17,  as  foUows: 

Ykm. — Ifeatn.  Bingham,  Chlpimui,  Dayton,  D. 
Fester,  Hillhoiua,  Hlndman,  Howard,  Latimer,  J. 
KiKiD,  Uotris,  Pains,  Read,  Rosa,  Schnreman,  Tn^, 
andWella. 

HATa. — Maana.  Anderson,  Annitrong,  Baldwin, 
Bloadworth,  Brown,  Cocke,  T.  Foater,  Franklin, 
Qiaena.  Laogdou,  Lhennore,  Hanhall,  S.  T.  Mason, 


raab-aina  it  from  operating  a^ininst  former  trea- 
tiea  t  it  passed  in  the  nqntiTe,  two-lhirda  of 


the  Senators  present  not  agre«ng  thereto — f  eas 

17,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Mewra.  Bin^iam,  CUpnan,  Dayton,  D. 
Fader,  Oreeoe,  HiUhoiue,  Hindmaa,  Howard,  Lati- 
mer, J.  Mason,  tSarit,  Paine,  Bead,  BoM,  Sohnle- 
man,  Tracy,  sod  Well). 

Katb. — Messn^  Andeiaon,  Anutroog,  Baldwin, 
Bloodworth,  Brown,  Cocke,  T.  Fodar,  FranUIn, 
I^ngdon,  Livennore,  UardkaD,  S.  T.  Haaoti,  anJ 

And,  on  the  qnestton  on  the  fonrth  division, 
to  wit:  Whether  that  part  shall.stand  which 
provides  a  limitation  of  time  to  its  dorationt 
it  was  determined  in  the  aSrmative — yeas  34, 
nays  6,  as  follows: 

:aa. — Henn,  Andereon,  Amutrmig,  Bingham, 
Bloodwonh,  Chipman,  Cocke,  Dayton,  D.  Foetar, 
PranUIo,  Greene,  HillbaaM^  Hindman,  Bowmt^ 
Langdon,  Latimer,  Lirsimore,  J.  Maaon,  Honi^ 
Paiiia,  Read,  Boa^  Schnieman,  Tm^,  and  Weill. 

NaiB. — Menra.  Batdadn,  Brown,  T.  Fodar,  Uara 
dial],  a  T.  Ma*(»^  and  Nicholas. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report 
of  the  oommittee,  aa  amendea,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators 
present  not  agreeing  thereto— yeaa  IS,  nays  1^ 
""  follows: 

Yaaa. — Heiati.  Andenoo,  Anmtrtnig,  Baldwin, 
Bloodworth,  Brown,  Chipmnn,  Cocke,  T.  Foster, 
Franklin,  Oraenc^  Laagdoa,  Livermore,  M'tI*-!!,  S. 
T.  Mason,  tncholai,  and  Paine. 

NaTa.— Mesan.  Bfai^um,  Dayton,  D.  Foater,  HOI. 
hooM,  TliiMtman^  Howaid,  Latinar,  J.  Mosod,  Mot- 
rii,  Bead,  Boas,  Sohnnmaa,  Tracy,  and  Weill. 

TUBSDAT,  Febmary  8. 

On  mo&D,  it  was  agreed  to  reoonsider  tie 
Tote  passed  the  SEd  of  January,  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  redQce  the  sevOTal 
Totea  on  the  convention  made  on  behalf  of  tha 
TTuited  Sutea  with  .the  French  Bepnblic,  into 
the  form  of  a  ratification. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  reconader  the 
first  division  of  the  report,  to  wit : 

"  Whether  ao  mneh  aa  providea  that  the  seoond  ar> 
tide  ahall  be  eipnnged,  aball  stand  ?  " 

And,  on  iho  qaestion  to  agree  to  this  part  of 
the  report,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
80,  nay  l,aa  follows: 

YxAS. — Heasts.  Anderacci,  Aimstroog,  Baldwin, 
Bingham,  Bloadworth,  Brawn,  Chipman,  Cocket  Day- 
ton, T.  Foster,  D.  Foster,  Frankhn,  Qieene,  Gmm, 
HiDhoose,  Hindman,  Howard,  I^ngdon,  I^timer, 
liveimrae,  9>  T.  Haaon,  J.  Mason,  Horrii,  Nicholas, 
Paine,  Read,  Roil,  Scbmeman,  Tnicy,  and  Walla. 

Nat.— Mr.  Marihall. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  remnader  the 
vote  of  the  S8d  of  January,  on  tha  second  divi> 
sion  of  the  report,  to  wit : 

"  Whether  id  mnoh  aa  provide!  tiimt  tha  third 
article  shall  be  expunged,  ihall  atand  f  ' 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it 
passed  in  the  nc^tive,  two-thirds  of  the  Senar 
tonj  present  not  agreeing  thereto— yeas  18,  nays 

18,  aa  follows: 
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Ykas Mbuii.  Bingham,  Chipmao,  Dayton,  D. 

Fortra,  OiMnO,  HnilionM,  Hindman,  Hoirud,  I^ti- 
mer,  Lirarmore,  J.  IiIaKiii,  Monii,  PaiiM),  Read,  Btns, 
Solmnmaii,  Tracj,  and  Weill. 

NArt. — Meaan.  Audanoa,  Arnutnmg,  Baldwin, 
BtoodvoTth.  Brown,  Cocks,  T.  Foatcr,  FnnUin, 
Gtum,  Langdtai,  M«.riiTi«ll^  S.  T.  Maion,  and  Nlcbolai. 

On  the  qnestioii  to  ftgree  to  the  ratiQcatioD, 
as  fuUowB : 


Tbst  tbtj  do  conamt  to,  and  adiiw  ths  rstificatiixi 
of  the  oonrendoo  betwaen  thd  French  Bepublic  and 
the  Unitsd  Statu  ot  Ametica,  made  at  Fari^  the 
dghth  day  of  Vendeindre,  of  tin  ninth  Tear  of  Iha 
French  Repablic,  the  thirtieth  day  ot  September, 
wna  Domini,  e^teen  fanndied  i  PnwiJti,  The 
Moond  article  be  sxponged,  and  that  tha  followiiig 
Mtiola  be  added  or  iiuerted  i 


Itpaaeed  id  the  afflnostiTe — jm  33,  luja  9, 
M  follows : 
T>U;--U*Mrt.   AndetMO,  AxmtUang,  Baldirin, 


ABBIDOHBNT  OF  THE 

Froatda^  in  Stent  StuiiM. 


Farter,  FraaUia,  Groene,  Omo,  Hindmaii,  Boni^ 
Luwloo,  Latimer,  liTermot^  Uairiiall,  S.  T.  M**™. 
Ni<£olaa,  Paina,  and  Schstemao. 

NATa.— Hevn.  Biufaao,  D.  Fcatv,  ^"'"■~— .  J. 
HawHi,  Monii,  Bead,  Bon,  Traoy,  and  Wdla. 


Fbidat,  Fobrnaiy  SO. 

Tlie  fbUowiiig  Meflsage  wureoeiTod  ftom  tiie 
Pbisidkiit  Of  TBI  Ustrm  Stato: 
Owmlamm^atSauU! 

I  raqnaat  of  tha  Saaata,  dMt  Ae  lattai  and  jovBMl 
of  our  lat«£iiT(7i  to  Fitnoe,  anddw  eop^of  Attt 

ootiation,  m^  bs  latamed  to  me,  vto  IbaoScaof 
Stale.  JOHN  AOAHS. 

DBmD  SxUB,  JUi  M,  1801. 

The  Ifessam  wu  read :  Whennpon, 
Ordertd,  That  the  P4>era  ipedfied  in  tb» 
UesHsge  of  the  PKBeiDKKT  or  ths   TJamD 
Statu,  of  this  d&7,  l>e  ratarnedto  him. 
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SIXTH  CONGEESS.-SECOND  SESSIOlf. 


FB0CEEDIN03  AND  DEBATES 

THE    HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


UoKDAT,  Norember  IT,  ISM 
Thi«  being  the  &aj  appoinWd  b7  kw  for  the 
commeiiceiiieiit  of  tlie  secoDd  aeadon  of  the  raxth 
CongreM,  the  follaniug  membera  of  the  Honse 
of  Repreeent&tivGS  appeared,  and  took  their  seats 
ia  the  HoDse,  to  wit : 
From  Nea  Sampihire. — Abiel  Fostxb,  and 

JOSATIUX  FsXEIUN. 

Freta  MoMoehutett*. — Willum  Shspakd,  Jiro. 
BiiD,  JosxPH  B.  VAKirDV,  Thxodobx  Sxdo- 
noE,  (Speaker,)  Pbleo  Wadswobth,  Sius 
Ln.  and  Lkhczl  Wiluaks. 

From  Conneetieut,—Joas  Datxkpobt. 

fi-am  Neie  Tori, — Joss  Bhith,  Pbiup  TjUi 
CoBTLABDr,  JoKAB  PLAST,  Ekrbt  Glek,  John 
Tbompbobt,  and  Thkoimmcb  Bulkt. 

Awm  PMMuyfeonM.— Mio&AXL  laa,  Biohabd 
Thoiub,  Joskfh  Hbibtxb,  Robxbt  Browit,  Fz- 
na  HuBLSHBEBo,  HsaBT  Woodb,  and  John 

fVon  Jfary2<HMl^ — GxOBei  Dxdt,  Geo.  Bakb, 
ViLUAM  Graik,  Gabxiel  Cmaara,  Johh  0. 
TaoHAa,  and  Joseph  H.  Niohouov. 

Avm  Virginia. — Lkven  PomLL,  Jomi  Ki- 
CHOLAB,  BoBxxT  Pase,  John  Dawbov,  Abthokt 
Kiir,  Geobss  Jaoxboit,  and  Datid  HouiEa. 

iVinn  .yprfi  OtroItMfc— Natbasizl  Maooif, 
BiCHAXD  Staktobd,  Bud  "WnuB  Albhos. 

From  South  CaroUmt. — Tsoiua  Sqicteb,  and 
BdjahA  HuaEB. 

From  TmruMM. — Tillum  0. 0.  Olaiborbe, 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Johb  0.  Skttk  re- 
tnnied  to  aerre  aa  a  member  of  tbia  Hods^  from 
the  State  of  Connectiont,  in  the  room  of  Jona- 
than Brace,  who  has  resigned  hia  seat,  appeared 
■nd  prodnoed  his  QredennaU. 

The  Spbaxkb  observed  that  it  had  heretofbre 
been  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Honae  to  ad- 
nit  new  membeTB  to  take  their  seats  previonslj 
te  being  sworn,  thongh  the  constitution  directed 
directif  the  reverse.  As  there  was  a  new  mem- 
ber present,  he  suggested  the  proprietj  of  ad- 
ministering the  o^  to  him  b^bre  lie  took  his 
naL 

Hr.  Uaoor  thooght  snch  a  step  prematnre. 
He  was  of  opinion  taat  no  inoonvcmtence  would 
Tou  n.— 89 


arise  from  debying  to  administer  the  oath  until 
a  Haose  was  formed,  and  he  thought  great  cau- 
tion should  attend  an  imiovBtion  oppcwed  to  all 
precedent. 

Mi.  Nioholas  asked  whether  it  had  hereto- 
fore been  nsoal,  in  the  case  of  a  new  Ilbose,  to 
swear  the  membera  before  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker) 

The  Speaebb  replied  that  it  had  not. 

Mr.  KioaoLAB  said,  that  tbongh,  on  first 
thonght,  he  was  favorable  to  administering  tba 
oath  at  the  present  time,  yet  this  preoedent  in- 
clined him  to  think  inch  a  step  improper. 

The  Speakeb  waived  the  question. 

The  members  present  not  being  sofficient  to 
form  a  quorum,  the  Speakeb  a^jonmed  the  bod;. 
IdU  to-morrow, 

TuEBDAT,  November  18. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from-  Ood- 
uecticut,  EuzuB  QoonmoH,  Wiluam  Edmors, 
and  RooEB  Gbibwold  ;  from  New  York,  Wil- 
UAK  OooFXB  and  Luoab  EuomioaPB ;  from  ^xw 
Jeraej,  Jakes  H.  Imlat  and  IFbaitkuit  Dj<v*ir- 
poBT ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Bobbkv  Waui  ;  fi^ 
Maryland,  Samuel  Biotb  ;  from  Virginia, 
HsNitT  Lee,  Tbomab  Evans,  and  John  Tbio«  ; 
from  North  Oarolins,  Biohabd  Dobbb  Spaioht, 
and  JoeEPH  Dicokoh  ;  and  from  Georgia,  Beh- 

lmif  Taliapbbbo,    appeared  and  took  their 

ata  in  the  Eonae. 

And  a  quorum,  oonsisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present, 

The  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitntion  of  tho 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  tho  act,  entitied 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of 
administering  certain  oaths,"  was  administered 
by  the  Speakeb  to  Jomr  C.  Smith,  a  new  mem> 
ber,  who  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House  yesterday. 

Or(!«reiI,  That  a  mesaage  be  sent  to  the  Senal« 

inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  thia  Honse  ia 
assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  burineea; 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  th&  House  do  go  vrith 
said 
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WxDiraaDAT,  Norember  19. 

SeTerfll  other  m«mbera,  to  wit :  from  Yer- 

tnont,  Lawn  B.  Uobru,  and  from  Yirginio, 

Jouui  Pabekh  and  Jomr  RunwLFS,  appeared, 

and  took  tbeir  seats  in  the  House. 

Thumdat,  November  SO. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Virginia, 
Abrau  Trios,  and  from  PennsvlTania,  AmiKcw 
seats  in  the 

FsiDAT,  NoFembor  81. 

Several  otlior  memberg,  to  wit,  from  Ua»a- 
ohosetts,  Geobgb  Thaivhsr  ;  frvmKew  Jeraef, 
Jobs  Gomtti,  Aabon  Eitchell,  and  Javu 
IJnm;  from  Pennqrlvaoia,  John  A.  HuniA; 
and  from  South  Carolina,  B^ntST  Ooodloi 
Harpcb,  speared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
Hooae. 

A  message  fr«m  the  Sen&to  informed  the 
Hoase  that  a  qnomm  of  the  Senate  is  asBembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  baslneee,  and  that,  in 
the  abseaoe  of  the  Yioi  Psksidest,  the;  have 
electedtboEon.  Joes  HowABD,  Preadent  of  the 
Senate,  pre  hTnpare. 

Sttohed,  That  Hr.  Gbuwoid,  Mr.  BAKtrxL 
SmTB,  and  Mr.  Coad:,  be  a  oommittoa,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  snob  oomroittee 
as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  wdt  on  the  Phmiiisbt  or  the  Fhitbd  Statw, 
and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  reoeive  any  comrau- 
nications  he  may  tliiiik  proper  to  make  to  them. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
qount  the  Senato  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  oom- 
ndttee  jointly,  iKth  the  committee  appointed  by 
tiiis  House,  to  wait  on  the  Pbebidbnt  of  tbx 
UncsD  Statsb,  and  notify  him  that  a  qaomm 
of  the  two  Hooaefl  is  assembled,  uid  ready  to 
reoeive  any  oommaDioations  he  may  tliink  pro- 
sper to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Gbiswold,  from  the  jcrint  oommittM  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Pbisidint  of  tbb 
<uWui  S-rAfu,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum 
of'the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
'recoive  any.eofnmunications  he  may  think  pro- 
perio  make  to  them,  reported  that  the  oom- 
'initlM  had  penformed  that  service,  and  that  the 
PaBSiDBNT  eignlfied  to  them  he  would  make  a 
oommunication  to  both  Houses  to-morrow  at 
.twelve  o'olook,  in  the  Senato  Chamber, 

Satdbdat,  November  S9. 


PrendenCi  Speech, 
^i  from  Ibe   Senato  informed  tbe 
House  that  the  Senate  are  now  ready,  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  to  attend  this  Honae  inreoeiv- 
iog  the  eommunication  from  the  PnssiDKNi  or 


[NoTziiras,  ISoa 
Lohit  notlfica- 


TBI  XJnitxd  Statu,  agreeably  U 
tion  to  both  Housea  yesterday. 

Mr.  Spkazdc,  attended  by  the  memben  of 
this  House,  then  withdrew  to  tbe  Swate  Ohsm- 
ber,  for  the  onrpaee  stated  in  the  Senate'i  mes- 
sage ;  and,  oeing  returned,  Ur.  BpBAKia  laid 
b^oro  the  House  a  oopy  of  the  speech  delivered 
by  tbe  PsniDBHT  OF  tbb  Uhitbd  Statu  to 
both  Houses  of  Congren,  in  tlie  Senate  Chamber. 
[See  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  antt,  page 
■12.] 

Orderad,  That  tbe  said  speech  be  comiMtted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honae  immediately. 

The  Honse,  accotdioKly.  resolved  itsidf  iolo 
the  Mid  committee ;  and,  after  some  lime  qitat 
therein,  Mr.  Spbars  resumed  the  cb^,  sod 
Mr.  Habpbb  reported  that  tbe  committee  had 
had  tbe  Bud  speech  nnder  oonsideratiou,  ud 
come  to  a.  resolution  therenpon;  which  vai 
twice  nod,  and  agreed  to  by  tbe  House,  u  fol- 

Sttelttd,  Ttmt  it  li  the  opinton  of  tbii  couodttal 
■hat  K  mpsctfnl  aitdnu  ought  to  b«  pmsntod  by  it 
Honn  of  KapiweotatiTM  10  the  PBEsioEn  or  laa 
UaiTiD  Statu,  in  bdiwu  to  hit  iptteti  Id  txA 
Honiea  of  Congrei^  at  the  oommeDccmuit  of  tin 
prewntNHioo,  coatijiiing  aamnocei  that  tbli  Hcue 
win  duly  attend  to  the  importaoC  objecti  noommedi- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gbibwold,  Mr.  Maooi, 
Mr.  Cbaix,  Mr.  Hkndkbbon,  and  Mr.  Niobclu, 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address, 
pursnant  to  tbe  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speech  of  thePsBUumor 
TBI  Uhttbd  Statks  be  committed  to  the  Commil- 
tee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Tjrioa. 

And  then  the  House  a^oumed. 

MoiTOAT,  November  M. 

Several  other  membem,  to  wit:  fhHnMaaa- 
ohasetts,  Eabbibom  G.  One,  and  PaiicnL 
Bishop;  fh)m  Virginia,  'Mattbcw  Clat;  sod 
from  North  Carolina,  David  Stoxb,  appwed, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

WnxiAK  M'Miij.A]t,  returned  to  serre  la  > 
Itepreeentative  for  the  Territory  of  the  Tnittd 
Btat«a  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  room  o( 
William  Henry  Harrison,  who  has  tteigned  hit 
seat,  appeared,  produced  hie  credenti^  vsi 
qualifled,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Honae. 

TvxsDAT,  Novombw  96. 

AnoUier  member,  to  wit,  Johx  WnzM  Kit- 
TEBA,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  was  qnal- 
ified,  and  took  his  seat  in  tbe  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Nathas  Run,  r^ 
turned  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  Hook 
from  the  State  of  Massachosetts,  in  the  room  of 


Tbssibdat,  November  fiS. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  LrrrLsrox  T.  Tin- 

WZLL,  returned  to  aerve  u  a  member  of  the 
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HoMe  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  tlie  room  of 
Jobn  Uar^oU,  wlto  haa  i«dgiied  bis  Boat,  ^- 
psarad,  prodnoed  Itie  credentials,  wu  qnalifled, 
aul  took  his  seftt  in  the  Honae. 

Addrem  to  the  Fretidmt. 

The  HonseTent  into  a  OommlttM  of  the 
Whole  on  the  rapl  j  to  the  PRUtDatrr's  Speeoh, 
which  iraa  re»d  b^  paragraplM,  and  raponed  to 
the  Honae  without  an;  amendmwla,  as  fol- 
lows: 
Tfl  JOBR  AivUD,  A«nilm(  oflk  UmUidBlalai 

Sm:  llw  HDiue  (/  RepraMitBtim  hava  noaiivd 
wiOi  great  rapact  dia  oomnnmicstion  which  jon 
'    han&npleandtomatetotbetwDHouwxif  Ckm- 
pca^  at  the  cmnneooamaittor  Ae  pnmit  MMion. 

The  H"«'  eMabUihmeiit  of  the  aeat  of  Nadonal 
CoToomaat  whkh  baa  now  takon  place  within  the 
DiiBiet  ofCohmibia,  ia  an  annl  of  do  nnaU  impor- 
tuiM  in  the  political  Iraiuaetioiu  of  our  ooiiDtrj :  and 
we  oovdiallj  unite  onr  wisbea  with  TOnn,  that  tlui 
tenitoj  oaf  ba  tha  raudeuee  of  happnoM  and  Tir- 
laa. 

Nor  oan  we,  on  thta  oocadon,  omit  to  expreaa  ■ 
hope,  that  the  ipiritwUclt  animated  the  graatfotmd- 
er  of  tbii  dtf,  may  deacand  to  fntoie  oenentian*, 
and  that  the  wiadom,  magDanimii^,  and  ateadioaM, 
wbSdi  ma^ed  ^e  eventa  of  hia  pi^ilio  life,  maj  b« 


Tertad  in  Craignaa  .  ._ 
not  BKaM  our  attention ;  nor  (hall  we  forget  that, 
b  exerciiing  tbeM  pcwera,  a  regard  niiut  M  had  to 
tboae  erenU  which  will  naceHarilr  nttcod  Oe  Cap- 
ital of  America. 

The  dteerfUneaa  and  ngnlaif^  with  iriilefa  the 
eflken  and  aoldiera  of  the  temporary  amy  hare 
ratnnwd  to  tha  condition  of  private  dtbeiM,  b  a  lea- 
timony  abar  and  aMicdadTa  of  tha  pori^  of  tboae 
motiTaa  whidt  indnoed  them  to  engage  In  tbe  pnUio 
aa*ioa  ;  and  will  remain  a  proo^  on  all  fntore  occa- 
Bon^  tut  an  na^  at  aoldfna  drawn  ftom  tha  citi- 
nna  of  our  coontty,  ileauin  our  oooSdanoa  and 
qiect 

Noantyact  eanbemne  important  than  that  of  the 
Jtdidaiy,  wMch  yra  have  again  raeommended  to 
oar  cotuideTi^oD,  and  it  diall  racelTe  our  early  and 
delibermie  attention. 

The  CooMitittion  of  the  United  SUtaa  having 
Bdad  die  managenwnt  of  onr  fonign  iwgotialiona  to 
the  ooolnd  of  the  Executive  power,  we  cheerfnlly 
■ibmit  to  ita  deeidona  on  thia  important  aalgect. 
And  in  reipact  to  the  oegotiatlani  now  pending  "' 
^       .. i 1_  1. —  J...  ■*»  final  re*nll 


tide  ao  indi^«n«able  for  defenoe ;  and  givea  na  aa- 
nirancet  that,  under  the  enconragetnent  which  gov- 
emment  will  continue  to  extend  to  thia  important 
olgect,  we  iball  aoon  rival  ibreign  eonntriea,  not  only 
In  the  nambST,  bnt  in  Ilie  quality  of  anna  completed 


Fraoca,  we  ainceraly  hope  that  the  fii 


Mtbem 


0  loog  aa  a  pradatoiy  w 
oomtneioe,  w«  ahonld  ai 


diaupointtl 
wa,  for  arac 


a  raomto^  relax  thmt  ^yilem  of  maritinMi  de- 
ttoBt,  which  hai  reanlted  in  aoch  ben^hd  efbcta. 
jU  thw  period,  it  la  Mwfidwtly  behoved  that  f^w  per- 
aooa  can  be  fimnd  within  the  United  Statea,  who  do 
not  admh  that  a  Havy,  well  crganixed,  innat  ooniti- 
tnte  the  natoral  and  efficient  defence  {rfT  thia  conntiy 
^ainat  all  Rmiga  hoatiUty. 

.  The  pr^reaa  which  haa  been  made  In  the  mann' 
bctnre  af  arma,  kavet  do  donbt  that  the  pnblio  pa- 
trooage  haa  already  placed  thia  conntiy  beyond  all 
tMceaviy  ihfianiiaino  on  ioruga  marfceta  Ibr  ar  ~ 


ita  could  havB  bneo  more  plea^ng  to  onr 
oonatltDanti^  than  that  great  and  rapid  locreaaa  of 
rersnne  wUeb  haa  ariaen  from  pennanent  tana 
WhiUt  tUa  event  explaina  tha  great  and  inoreaung 
reaanrcaa  of  cur  coontiy,  it  eamea  along  with  it  a 
proof  which  cannot  be  nnated,  that  thoae  meararet 
of  maritime  dafsnae  wliicb  wen  calcnlated  to  meat 
npoD  the  ocean,  and  which  have  produced 
each  eitawve  prctoction  to  our  commetce,  weia 
idad  in  wiadom  and  policy.  The  mind  mnat,  in 
opin^Qo,  be  loiansitde  to  the  plainest  tmtlu,  which 
oannot  diaoem  the  elevated  gronnd  on  which  thia 
policy  haa  plaoed  our  ooontry.  That  national  ipirit, 
which  alma  eonldvindloate  onr  common  ririits,  bat 
been  ronaad,  and  thoae  latent  aneigiea,  wmcb  bad 
lut  been  (tally  known,  wen  unfolded  and  bnnght 
iido  view,  and  owi  lUlow-dtiiena  were  prepared  to 
meet  every  event  which  natitmat  honor  or  national 
aeonrity  ooold  render  neeeaaary.  Nor  have  ita  e& 
ftota  been  much  tola  important  in  other  resnecta. 

Wbikt  many  of  tb«  natioua  of  tba  earth  have  been 
impovariabed  and  depopulated  by  internal  commo- 
tiona  and  national  conteata,  our  internal  peace  baa 
not  been  materially  impend ;  our  canunerce  haa 
extended,  nndar  the  pratectian  of  onr  infant  Navy,  to 
every  part  of  the  globe ;  wealth  haa  flowed  wi^ont 
lutermiadon  into  onr  ae^orta,  and  the  labon  of  the 
hnabandman  have  been  rewarded  by  a  ready  market 
ibr  tha  prodiipliona  of  tha  aoil. 

Be  aHored,  >Ir,  that  the  variooa,  and  important 
antgectB  recommended  to  onr  connderation,  ihidl  re- 
c^ve  our  early  and  deliberate  attention  ;  ajid,  confi- 
dent of  your  co-operation  in  every  meaaaie  which 
may  he  calculated  to  promote  the  geiurol  inlifeatB, 
we  ihall  endeavor,  on  our  part,  to  teatif^,  by  oar  in- 
dnMiy  and  da^iatch,  the  xeal  and  Dncerity  with 
which  we  regard  the  pnblio  good. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  immediately 
taken  np,  and,  on  the  qneation  to  agree  to  the 
Addreea, 

Mr.  NiOHOLai  rose  and  observed  that  he  re- 
gretted the  introdnolion  of  political  matter,  cal- 
culated to  produce  diaoord  and  division.  Hewaa 
avarBetotheHonsespendiDetimeinpropoondiog 
political  theories,  as  no  good,  bnt  much  mischief 
might  flow  from  Bach  a  procedure.  Had  no  other 
topics  or  sentiments  been  allnded  to  than  thOM 
coatoined  in  1^  Preeidenl's  Speech,  ther«  wonM 
have  been  mnoh  lew  dividon  In  the  Honse  thaa 
be  expected  troia  the  insertion  of  extrfr- 
neoni  ideas.  He  had  no  Intention,  however,  to 
enter  intoa  detail  of  the  objections  be  entertwted 
to  the  Address.  For  the  reasons  he  had  asdgned, 
and  othera  which  he  felt,  he  thought  the  style 
of  the  Addrees  not  only  nimeccseary,  hnt  worse 
than  QselesB.  He  oondaded  by  desiring  the 
yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken. 

The  qneation,  being  token,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  80,  nays  E2,  rs  follows : 

YtAB,— Baney  Bartlett,  William  Cooper,  Wm, 
Craik,  John  Davenport,  FnmUin  Davenport,  Gecrge 
Dent,  Joseph  Dickaon,  William  Edmond,  Thomaa 
Evaniv  AUcl  Foattr,  Jotutthao  F>«eman,  Rliaur  Oooil*  > 


dbyGoo^Ie 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


rE.] 


rich,  Roger  GriswoW,  AroUUH  Herferaon,  Benj^ 
mlD  Bnger,  Ju.  H.  ImUy,  Hsnry  Lee,  Sil»»  Lee, 
JuDM  Gnu,  Lewii  B.  Morris,  HutU™  G.  Ota, 
Bobort  Pfigo,  Jo«ah  P.ik»r,  Jonu  PUtt,  Leren 
Powell,  John  Re»^.  N»tlan  Re>a,  Wm.  Shepud, 
John  C.  Smith,  Mcharf  Dobbi  Speight,  Geora 
Thetcher,  Richard  Thomae,  PeloR  Wediworth,  Rob- 
ert Wahi,  Lemuel  Willianu,  ud  Henry  Wood). 

Natb.— Pheouel  Bishop,  Robait  Brown.  Gibtiel 
Chri*tie,  Matthew  Clay,  Williun  C.  C.  Cl^borne, 
JobnCoiidit,  John  Daw»on,  Loca*  Elmemiofph,  Edwin 
Gnj,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A,  Hannm,  Joeepb  Heie- 
ter,  David  Holmes,  George  Jaduon,AaR>D  Kitohell, 
Uichae}  Leib,  NatbiDiel  Macou,  Peter  Hnhlenbeig, 
Anthony  New,  John  hicholaa,  John  TUodoMi.  J™i> 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanfoid,  DiTid  Stone, 
Thomei  Soniter,  BeiyBmin  Taliaferro,  Jdm  Tbomp- 
■on,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  PliiLp  Van  Cort- 
Undt,  and  Joe.  B.  Vamiuu. 

Sttohed,  That  Ur.  Sruns,  atl»ud«d  1>j  the 
House,  do  present  tJie  wid  Addresg ;  and  that 
Mr.  Gs3BWQU>,  Mr.  Maoos,  and  Mr.  CHin,  be 
a  oonunittee  to  wait  on  the  pBtstDSNT  to  know 
when  and  where  it  will  be  convenient  for  Mm 
to  receive  the  same. 

OredmtialM  of  Sfemben. 

Ur.  DzST,  from  the  Conmiltt«e  of  Eleotdon^ 
to  whom  were  rdbrred  the  certificates  anci 
other  credentials  of  tlie  members  retaroed  to 
serve  in  this  Honae,  made  a  report,  in  part, 
irhioh  was  read  as  follows : 

"  That  they  have  examined  the  eredentialj  of  »ev- 
eiel  memben,  claiming  Heti  In  the  Hotua,  in  oodu- 
quenee  of  remgoatioiie  which  have  taken  piece,  and 
find  Ihat,  by^e  certLGcate  oT  the  QoTernor  oT  Hena- 
chiuetta,  dated  the  eleventh  day  of  Kovember,  eigh- 
teen Inindred,  under  the  nal  of  the  State,  Nathan 
Bead  (of  Danven)  ii  dolv  elected.  In  the  place  <tf 
Samuel  SewaH ;  that  by  the  oertifieato  of  ttie  Gov- 
•mor  of  Connectiont,  bearing  date  twentieth  day  of 
OololMr,  eighteen  hondred,  with  the  wal  of  the  Slate 
annezed,  ,hihD  Cottm  &mdi  b  dnly  elected,  in  the 
place  of  Jonathan  Brace ;  and  tiiat,  by  the  oeriiGoale 
of  the  Dopatj  Sheriff  of  Heorioo,  the  Sheriff  of  Han- 
over, the  Sheriff  of  New  Kent,  the  Depnty  Sheriff  ot 
Charles  City,  and  the  Sheriff  of  James  City  Conntie*, 
ccmpodng  one  entire  district  in  the  Commonwealth  ct 
Vlrpnia,  under  tbeir  respective  ieali,  Lyttletou  Wal- 
ler Tanwell  >i  dnly  elected,  in  the  ^aoe  of  JohD 

abo  find,  t^  an  anIhentlEatad 

>d  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse  «f  Re- 

,  -nd  the  Preudent  of  the  Le^aiative 

Conooa  of  ttw  Temtoiy  north-wart  </  Oie  rivn  Obio, 
dated  the  nventh  d»  of  Notembar,  O^Mva  hnn- 
dnd,  Oat  Wm.  IfeMiDan  is  dnly  elected  lo  repntent 
the  Mid  Terriuny,  in  the  plaoe  of  WiUiau  Hemy  Har- 

"Wherenpon,  the  committee  are  of  opiidon  that 
Nathan  Head,  (of  Danvera,)  3obn  Cotton  Smith,  and 
Lyttleton  Waller  T^tewell,  era  entitled  to  take  their 
seats  in  the  Hoosa  in  the  place  of  Samnel  Sewell, 
JoDBthan  Brace,  and  John  Hanhall,  wbo  have  te- 


id;  and  that  WHliam  HclGQan  la  entitled  to 
_„_  hii  seat  thernn,  with  the  ri^t  of  debating,  bm 
not  oT  voting,  in  ttie  piece  c/WDUam  HemyHaniMO, 

who  has  I,—"'"* " 


TnuBBc^T,  NovemtMr  97. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Joes  Bm>,  (h>m 

Kew  York,  appeared,  and  to(A  Us  seat  in  tbe 

Aittuar  to  the  Addnu. 
The  Sfuekk,  attended  by  the  House,  than 
with^w  to  tbe  house  of  tho  PsmDurr  or  thb 
TInttbd  SriTis,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Addrcn  of  tlus  House  in  answer  to  lus  Speecb 
to  both  Honses  of  Con^Tcaa ;  to  whidk  the  Pbxs- 
iDKNT  made  the  foliowmg  replj : 

Mr.  SptBhir,  oad  GosCIssm  ' 

^tts  ffoKK  ^ RepnKiUaiiBet ; 

Compelled  by  the  habits  (^  a  long  lift,  a*  well  as 
by  all  uw  principle*  ofioeiety  and  goremmeDt  wtiA 
I  ooold  ever  nndentand  and  beUave,  to  ocniider  the 
great  body  of  the  people  a*  the  •onm  «r  all  1«- 
gitimate  anthori^,  no  leea  than  aD  afBeient  power, 
u  is  imposrible  ibr  me  to  racnvo  tbi*  Addreaa  thm 
die  immediate  Represanudvee  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  wiAoat  emotiooa 
which  it  would  be  Impmpai  to  e^mss,  if  any  lan- 
gnaga  oonld  oiAivey  them. 

May  die  ainrit  which  ammated  Ae  great  fconder 
this  ci^  deumd  to  fntore  geoeratians ;  and  mar 

e  wildMti,  magnanimity,  and  Meadineae,  whidl 
marked  the  evenla  of  hla  poblio  life,  be  tmitatod  In 
all  anceeadii^  ages. 


"The 


•  ir«nliiat»l  Secnluy  st  War,  Miy  Ttb.  ISOO.    Nomli 
ttM  pestpoeed  on  the  Mh  oT  tUj.    Appointed  Ksf  ISth 
Biarsteiyeteiate,  ^ipolnted  CUst  Jutlce  of  the  Bapnma 
CeBrttftbennltwlStsta,Ju.tTtb,l»L    SUdl3S& 


[  you. 


ibe  Jndiciaiy  System  d 

With  yon,  nnfiemen,  I  rincerely  hope  that  die 
final  Ittnlt  <£  the  negotiatiaoi  now  pemUng  wiA 
France,  may  prora  as  fbrtnnate  to  our  ooon^y,  as 
they  have  been  occnmSDOed  with  dneeri?,  end  peoee- 
cnted  with  delibaralaon  and  oantieo.  With  yoo,  I 
cordially  agn^  that  ao  kog  as  a  predatory  war  is 
carried  on  against  oar  eommaroe,  w«  ibaald  k 


, ralastfaatqw> 

tamef  marilinie  daGmce,  irtndi  baa  nollad  is  each 
beneficial  eSbcta.  With  ran,  I  oenfiden^y  beKeva 
Out  ftw  peieoDi  oan  be  feoad  wld^  Aa  Uidted 
Stata^iriiodo  not  a 


It  a  Nan.  wall  o»Mi. 
ral  and  emdant  Msnea 


Those  wlio  recollect  the  ^strtM  Bi 
conntiy,  in  brmar  petiodi,  &om  tiM  want  cf  Bna% 
■Ddst  emit  in  the  aaMuauea,  Iran  their  Rq>« — ^ 
tive%  that  we  ihajl  soon  rival  Smiga  cow  '  ' 
only  m  the  nnmber,  bnt  in  the  quality  of  ai 
plated  ihnn  our  own  manohotorie^ 

With  yoD,  gentlemen,  I  AiUy  agiaa,  Aaa  the  snaa 
of  levanne  1*  a  picof  that  Aemsaama  (/W- 


naoonai  tpaa  ana  mose  ibsoh  eaHgna  wimam  n^ 
not  been  and  an  not  yet  foUy  kaown  to  any,  www 
not  entirely  fbiKCttan  by  diaee  who  had  Ihvd  lew 
enoogh  to  ne,  hi  fomer  tima,  thair  oparaOoo,  and 

Digitized  byGoO'^Ie 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


1800.] 


Seportinff  Aa  Dtbalm. 


[H.  or  R. 


axiH  of  theiT  «ff«cU.  Our  fsllov-dtiiaiu  wei«  an- 
donbtcdlj  pnpuvd  to  mMt  orcry  erent  wtuoh  lui- 
lioiiil  kDDor  or  uationBl  ieeiiiit7  could  render  neee»- 
H17.  Tlie«e,  it  ii  to  b«  hoped,  km  wemed  mt  the 
cIieqiHt  and  euieit  nU  :  If  not,  thej  will  ba  ncnnd 

I  tbuk  Ton,  gintlemeo,  f(«  7aar  a«iinnea  th»t 
the  niiooi  labjeuM  noomnieDded  to  jiKa  oHuideni- 
tii>ii,ihall  nc<i*e  jrour  delibeimta  BtteotioD.  No  fbr- 
tber  evidence  i*  wknting  to  cCDTimoa  me  of  file  iokI 
■ad  mkcerii;  with  which  the  Hmue  of  Reprenota- 
tim  regaid  the  pablic  good. 

I  pnj  yoD,  ganClemea,  to  aoctfitof  ray  bert  withes 
ta  joir  health  and  happincM, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

WustnoToi',  JVp*.  37,  ISOO. 

The  members  then  retnrned  to  their  Cham- 
ber. 

A  me«age  from  the  Senate  Informed  the 
Home  that  the  Senate  hare  proceeded  to  the 
appointment  of  a  OhwUin  to  Cbngreea,  on  th^ 
yut,  and  the  Right  Kererend  Bishop  Cl^sbtt 
nu  been  dul j  elected. 

The  Honae  proceeded,  by  baUot,  to  the  w- 
pointment  of  a  Obaplun  to  Ooogren  on  the 
Dirt  of  tbia  Hooee ;  and  npon  examitung  the 
Mllota,  a  nuylorit;  of  the  votes  of  the  whole 
Honse  waa  foand  in  &Tor  of  the  Beverend 
TboiusLixu. 

Fbidat,  November  S8. 
Another  membw,  to  wit.  Ana  .am  Norr, 
from  South  Garoliiu,  appeared,  and  took  his 
teat  in  the  Honse. 

Mom) AT,  December  1, 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Uarj- 
hud,  John  Dxinns  ;  from  Virginia,  Joseph  Eo- 
aunos' ;  from  North  Carolina,  Voliah  H. 
Ehj.  ;  and  trom  Qeorgia,  Juoa  Jones,  appear- 
ed, and  to(^  their  seats  in  the  Honse. 

Tubsdat,  December  S. 

The  Bpsakbb  laid  before  the  Honae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acoompanytng 
a  report  of  the  CommissioQere  of  the  fund  for 
nar;  peneiona  and  half-pay,  porsnant  to  the  aot 
for  the  better  government  oi  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Statea ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Lkc,  from  the  cranmittee  q)pointed  for 
thatpnrpoaes  reported  a  Ull  for  erecting  a  Man- 
•olenm  to  Qeoboe  WASHDieToiT,  which  waa 
read  twice  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  directs  that  the  maneolenm  shall  be 
of  marble,  to  be  erected  in  the  City  of  Waahing- 
ton,  nndar  the  superintendenoe  of  the  fbnr  8co- 
letariea. 

TVadt  teith  CA«  Tndiaiu. 

Ht,  Ci.aiBOBNB  stated  that  dnring  the  last 

nssion  a  committee  was  ^pointed  to  inanire 

Into  the  state  of  the  trade,  onthorized  by  law, 


with  the  Indian  nationa.  That  committee  had 
reported  unfavorahlj  to  the  trade.  But  derirona 
of  mataring  with  deliberation  a  new  plan  before 
the  old  one  wna  sapplanted,  they  had  reported 
a  bill  for  continuing  the  exiking  system  for  on«^ 
year.  The  bill  hod  passed  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  nmuiiinoiisly,  bnt  had  been  postponed 
by  the  Senate  to  this  session. 

for  his  own  part,  he  was  altogether  onfavor- 
able  to  the  trade;  for  lie  believed  that  it  on* 
swered  no  gi>od  purpose  in  relation  to  the  In- 
diana, while  it  was  a  loss  to  the  United  States,* 
It  wns,  however,  proper  that  some  Legislative 
provision  should  be  made  inimediat«ly.  The 
old  law  regulating  the  officers  who  had  the  en- 
perintendence  of  the  trade,  hod' expired,  and 
tliey  were  of  conseqnence  under  no  legal  00s- 
trof.    . 

He^  therefore,  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  tA. 
carrying  on  any  further  trade  on  a  capital  fur- 
nished by  the  United  States,  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  which  motion  being  read  a 
second  time,  was  agreed  to,  and  a  comnutte* 
of  three  ^tpointed. 

Thubsdat,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Savdkl  Ooodb, 
troia  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  Bpeaeeb  informed  the  House  that  the 
Chaplains  had  proposed,  if  agreeable  to  the 
Hoiue,  to  hold  Divme  service  every  Sunday  in 
their  Chamber. 

JRtporting  the  D^Ut. 

Ur.  Htu.  presented  a  memorial  from  Bamnel 
Harrison  Smith  and  Tbomos  Carpenter,  repre- 
senting that  they  had  undertaken  to  report  the 
debates  of  the  House ;  tbat^  contraiy  to  their 
expectation — on  the  suggestion  of  inconveni- 
ence to  the  members — they  hod  not  received 
permission  to  occupy  a  dtnation  within  the  bar, 
without  which  they  were  unable  to  atate  with 
fidelity  the  prooeedinga  and  debates ;  and  pray- 
ing the  permission  of  the  Honae  to  be  admitted 
within  the  bar, 

Aa  s6on  as  the  memorial  was  read,  the  Spux- 
EB  rose  and  observed,  that  feeling  himself  re- 
sponsible to  the  Honse  for  the  faithM  dit- 
<uiarge  of  Uie  dnties  attached  to  hia  situation, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  state  the  line  of  conduct 
he  had  pursued  in  thia  businesa.  He  stated  that 
he  was  applied  to  by  letter  on  the  first  day  o£ 
the  session,  by  Mr.  Stewart,  requesting  permla- 
don  to  oconpy  a  place  within  the  bar ;  that  be 
immediately  took  the  reoueet  into  considera- 
tion; that,  in  the  mean  time,  similar  requeeta 
were  made  by  other  individuals;  that,  on  ob- 
serving the  stmctnre  of  the  room  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  fhmiture,  it  at  once  appeared 


•  Twaotr^ws  jfx%  iftannrdi  Uili  oplnlOD  wu  TuUei 
ud  Um  ifitaiii  abollihed,  ifteT  tUrlr  THH  of  l||iui<>u  (I 
UltiagBtridafineTfleitehllihinwtwhe 
■Dt  Ibetbsld. 
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to  him  lnooiisist«iit  vitli  the  dignity  of  the 
House  or  the  coavenience  of  the  motnbera  to 
grant  the  permission  asked ;  that  the  area  was 
too  small  to  EitTord  the  tsooemaij  accommoda- 
tion; that  the  position  considered  as  the  least 
inconvenient  to  the  House  was  within  the  win- 
dow-frames; that,  in  his  opinion,  this  position 
wonld  not  he  agreeable  to  toe  stonograpbers,  as 
the  view  of  the  members  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Honse  from  either  window  would  be  ob- 
Btrocted;  that,  if  a  position  was  assigned  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Honse,  the  stenographers 
wonld  be  between  the  chair  and  some  of  the 
members,  which  would  render  the  preservation 
of  order  impossible;  that  he  had  stated  these 
reasons,  ana  informed  the  applicants  that,  if 
agreeable  to  tbem,  be  wonld  assign  a  place  in 
the  gallery,  which  should  be  set  apart  for  their 
exclusive  nae;  and  that  he  considered' that  to 
be  the  most  eligible  position.  He  concluded  by 
repeating,  that  it  was,  m  his  opinion^  absolntely 
imposeible  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  Honse 
ftnd  to  muntsln  the  convenience  of  the  mem- 
bers, if  the  reaneeted  permission  were  given. 
Snch  was  his  first,  hia  invariable  opinion — it 
was  nnaltered — it  was  still  the  same. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  that  the  members  of  the 
Honse  mnst  feel  a  oommon  Interest  in  having 
the  debates  t^en  with  fidelity.  If  the  debates 
were  taken,  they  on^t  to  be  taken  with  pre- 
cision. Those  who  took  them  shonld  not  be  de- 
barred f^om  the  best  means  of  hearing  with  oc- 
onraoy.  For  his  part  he  oonld  not  disoem 
the  inconvenience  alleged  to  exist  The  desk, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  admit  within  the  bar, 
wonld  not  project  beyond  the  wiudoW'frame ; 
and  as  to  Ute  remark  of  the  Speaker  respecting 
the  inconvenience  of  each  a  portion  to  the  ste- 
nographera,  it  was  easily  obviated  by  the  con- 
sideration, that  any  inoconraoy  which  migbt  oo- 
onr  in  the  report  of  the  inmvidnal  who  took 
them  on  one  nde  of  the  chair,  wonld  be  cheeked 
by  the  reporter  ritnated  on  the  other  rade. 

He  thon^t  the  deeire  of  the  memorialists 
onsht  not  to  be  passed  over  lightly.  They  had 
a  right  to  the  best  place  the  Honse  conld  assign. 
fie  moved  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  a 
■elect  oommittee. 

Mr.  Hiu.  observed  that  as  the  memorial  con- 
tained no  facts  that  required  the  investigation 
of  a  oommitt«e,  and  as  the  Honse  posseased  all 
the  information  that  oonld  ^de  their  decision, 
he  did  not  discern  the  propnety  of  the  proposed 
reference.  He  had  prepared  a  reeolntion,  which, 
If  the  motion  for  a  r^erence  were  witiidrewn, 
be  wonld  ofier. 

Mr.  NtonoLAe  immediately  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. Mr.  Hill  then  proposed  a  resolntion  snb- 
stantiaUy  to  this  effect :  that  Mr.  Spukkb  be 
requested  to  assign  placee  within  the  bar  for  the 
Aenograiihers. 

Mr.  Otis  was  SDiry  the  gentieman  tnm  Yir- 
gioia  had  witlidrann  his  motion  to  refer  the 
memorial  to  a  select  committee,  a  he  tliooght 
the  gntyeot  reqnired  examination  before  a  deol- 
akm  WM  made.    There  appeared  to  him  moch 


weight  in  tbe  ideas  of  the  Speaker.  Grint,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  funr  persoaa  mijrbs 
acoommodated  at  the  windows.  Kigbt  ibcre 
not  be  other  applications !  Was  any  mentJeauii 
prepared  to  say  how  many  wonld  be  madel  It 
tbe  permission  were  once  granted  to  uos,  wanli] 
it  not  be  necessary  to  extend  it  to  silt  WotM 
the  House  snffer  any  individual  to  have  sn  »■ 
olnsive  benefit  whereby  a  stamp  of  acthenticitj 
wonld  be  fixed  on  his  statements. 

This  bnsinesa,  in  one  shape  or  other,  had  of- 
ten been  before  the  House,  and  alt  convensdcs 
respecting  it  had  always  issnedln  IctTingitlc 
the  regnlation  of  the  Bpeaker.  This  appeared 
to  him  the  best  termination  it  conU  roceivfc 

From  the  attention  he  had  paid  to  tbe  debttei 
reported  this  sesdon,  he  b^ieved  them  to  be 
better  and  more  accurately  taken,  than  they 
bad  been  on  former  occasions.  This  to  him 
was  a  proof  that  the  present  situation  of  tfaeste- 
nographers  wbb  b  good  one.  He  aok&owlednd, 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  ability  with  wUdi 
tbe  debates  were  taken  entitled  Iheas  who  Mk 
them  to  tbe  beet  aooommodation  the  Ho<M 
oonld  afford.  He  oonolnded  with  roiewiiig  tbe 
motion  for  a  reference  to  a  select  oommitlte. 

Mr.  NiOBoua  replied,  that  no  debate  hsd  tt- 
ken  place  which  oonld  test  tbe  occmcy  of  l)w 
etenc^raphera.  From  hia  own  eiperieMe  hf 
pronounced  the  ritnation  at  present  oceimed 
utterly  inconvenienL  What  he  had  scone  dip 
since  jeraarked  had  been  misstated.  Be  wtQ 
knew  that  this  did  not  Briao  frran  the  iasbilin 
of  the  reporter  to  state  correotiy  what  oecenwL 
He  knewbim  tobe  intelllgen^and  folly  capable 
of  conceiving  and  conveying  the  meoningofuy 
remarks  which  conld  be  made  in  that  Hoom. 
But  it  arose  from  his  rituation,  from  wiiidi  it 
was  impossible  to  hear  distinctiy. 

He  declared  the  ohjectiona  of  Mr.  Ons,  in  k- 
lation  to  the  number  of  aj^licants,  perfectly 
chimericaL  Did  the  gentleman  suppose  tbtt 
the  number  wonld  be  so  great  as  to  make  a  de- 
mand on  tbeir  seatat  As  well  mi^t  be  iis- 
agine  thi^  m  that  they  woold  swell  to  tbe  ideil 
compass  he  hod  given  them.  It  wa>  known  to 
the  Honae,  that  at  Philadelphia  the  number  wm 
small ;  seldom  more  than  two,  and  crften  uo> 
more  than  one  peraevered  dniing  Uw  sesBos, 
though  a  greater  number  appeorM  w  il*  caHi- 
eet  days.  Fact  and  eipnioiM,  thetefoe,  de- 
monstrated the  fhllaoy  of  the  dongw  HV*" 
bended  from  this  source. 

The  qnesUon  was  then  taken  m  the  reference 
to  a  select  oommittee,  and  oonied— ay«  41,  noes 
84. 

And  a  oommlttes  of  flvc^  vis :  Mesffs.  On, 
NiOHOUi,  Puax,  MoKBiB,  and  Hiu^  w«  tp- 
pointed. 


FunAT,  Deoember  S. 

Several  memben,  to  wit:  ftom  Niwth  Ciio- 

Una,  WniiAif '  Babkt  Grovk  ;  from  Kentocky, 

Thohu  T.  DiTte;  nnd  from  Rhode  UsihI, 
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Matuelevm  to  Weuhingloa, 

Vt.  H.  Lnt  moved  that  the  Eoiue  do  go  Into 

&  Coinmittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  *'  direct- 

Sj  the  erection  of  ft  matuolenm  to  Qkoboi 
i-avatyion." 

On  which  motion  the  House  divided — yeas 
SSjiiajB  84.    Mr.  Mobbis  took  the  choir. 

The  ChairmaD,  eSter  reading  the  bill  throDgb, 
proceeded  to  read  it  b;  paragrapbB.  The  fiiret 
eecticMi  is  as  follows ; 

"  Sec.  U  Btit  emutad  ig  Ot  Stmale  mJ  Baute  of 
HqraailatiweMaflht  UniitJ  3lala  ijf  Ameriea  m  Cam- 
gnm  tinemHtd,  That  a  msoioleDm  oT  American  grar 
lie  and  marble,  in  a  pjramidal  foim,  ona  bo^re 


,  ICr.  Alstoh  moved  an  amendment  to  the  first 
section,  which  was,  in  substancie,  "  that  a  monn- 
inent  of  marble  be  erected  in  the  Capitol,  at 
the  chy  of  Washington,  commemorative  of  the 
neat  events  of  the  military  and  poUtic«l  IIT  * 
GiosaB  WABBiRaTox." 

Hr.  H.  Lei  said,  that  daring  the  last  tession 
the  House,  after  a  long  debate,  bad  declared  it- 
aelf  ia  fiivor  of  a  raausolenm,  and  that  as  no 
reasons  had  been  assigned  for  a  change  of  opin- 
ion, he  hoped  they  would  persevere  in  the  de- 
liberate result  of  their  Jadgment. 

Hr.  Ona  was  ready  to  acknowledge  himself 
nnacquaintAd  with  many  of  the  circnmstancea 
embraced  by  the  gubjeot.  Ho  therefore  wished 
additional  information  to  that  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. His  present  opinion  was,  that  a  manso- 
knm  was  nreferable  io  a  nonnment.  He  ac- 
knowleilgea  that,  in  forming  this  opinion,  he 
had  felt  great  deference  for  the  judgment  of 
the  committee  which  bad  recommended  it.  It 
was  nndonbt«dly  a  sobjeot  hot  little  nnderstood. 
The  formation  of  a  proper  decision  depended 
npon  a  concnrrenoe  of  several  circumstances — 
npon  a  comparison  of  the  eipense  with  the 
valae  of  the  oljject  to  be  accomplished.  Besides 
this,  it  bad  many  pecoliar  ftetnr«a  not  compre- 
hended  by  every  ^ntleman.  He  thon^t  these 
oonfliderationa  anffident  to  indnoe  the  Honse  to 
decline  votii^  fbr  the  amendment,  whereby  the 
pW  of  the  committee,  who  had  maturely  oon- 
ddered  the  subject  in  all  its  relations,  would 
be  frnstrated,  imlesa  stronger  reasons  were  as- 
dgned  than  he  bad  yet  hewd. 

Hh.  NioBOL&s  obwrved,  that  the  bill  directed 
the  erection  of  a  mansolenra  of  certain  dimen- 
rions,  to  ascertain  the  expense  of  which  an  esti- 
mate had  been  made.  But  that  estimate  was 
not  sotisCaotory.  It  was  made  withont  informa- 
tion. The  snm  to  be  ezp^ded  was  not  fixed. 
It  might  vastly  exceed  any  sum  now  contempla- 
ted. The  tDAnsolenm  was  to  consist  of  a  huge, 
ngly  masa  of  stones  heaped  npon  one  another, 
to  raise  which  a  heavy  and  nseleas  expense 
■ooid  be  inoorred.    And  what  waa  the  o^ect? 


It  was  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Gbobob 
WisHuroTO^.  Waa  the  memory  of  that  great 
man  to  be  perpetnated  by  a  lieap  of  large  inan- 
imate olfjecta?  The  beet  way  in  which  hisfiime 
could  be  preserved  would  be  by  bringing  bis 
ashes  fivm  the  place  where  they  now  lie,  by  de- 
positing them  in  the  Capitol  at  the  will  of  the 
nation,  in  interring  them  In  anch  a  manner  as 
had  never  before  been  done,  in  placing  over 
them  a  plun  tablet,  on  which  every  man  conid 
write  what  hia  heart  dictated.  This,  and  this 
only  was  the  basis  of  his  t^e.  It  was  not  to 
be  blMoned  by  figures  or  representations  of  any 
other  sort,  it  ounsisted  in  the  undecaying  re- 
collection of  his  virtues.  It  must  live  in  the  na- 
tional feeling,  and  this  called  not  for  useless 
expense.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  was  ap  com- 
petent to  its  expression  as  two  hundred  thou- 
sand. He  hoped,  therefbre^  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted,  and  that  the  terms  which 
related  to  military  and  political  achievements 
would  be  omitted.  He  noped  a  plain  mcmn- 
ment  would  be  erected. 

His  preference  of  a  monnmrat  to  a  manso- 
lenm  aroee  not  fWim  any  indispodtion  to  cele- 
brate the  memory  of  onr  American  hero.  He 
could  say  aa  much  in  his  praise  as  any  man. 
Neither  a  committee  of  Congren  nor  the  fonr 
Seoretarles,  on  whom  the  bill  devolved  the  super- 
intendence, felt  more  zeal  for  the  character  of 
this  great  man  than  he  did. 

Hr.  NoTT  did  not  rise  to  consume  the  time  of 
the  committee  by  going  at  large  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  snbject,  but  to  expl^n  the  reasons 
for  the  vote  be  meant  to  give.  He  bad,  lost 
seeBton,  co-operated  most  cheerfully  in  all  those 
measares  which  bad  beeupursned  to  express  the 
national  sensibility  at  the  loes  of  that  great  and 
immortal  character.  In  the  feelings  of  gratitnde 
which  his  servioes  excited,  no  man  could  outdo 
him.  Among  other  measures,  he  had  been 
friendly  to  tbe  erection  of  a  mansoleum.  But, 
on  more  reflection,  he  bad  changed  bis  opinion. 
He  did  not  believe  that  a  huge  mass  of  stones 
wonid  add  to  the  reputation  of  WASHiNOTorr,  or 
be  more  expresaive  of  pational  affection,  thu)  a 
marble  monoment.  This  being  tbe  case,  he 
preferred  the  latter,  because  it  was  the  least 


[r.  Qbibwold  hoped  the  amendment  wonld 
prevail.  Itwas  the  oUeot  of  the  bill  to  raise 
a  monmnent  which  would  last  for  agea,  and 
which  should  be  a  perpetual  memoriu  of  tbe 
gratitude  of  America.  Snoh  would  not  be  the 
case  if  the  proposition  made  by  tbe  gentleman 
ftom  North  Carolina  should  be  adopted.  The 
monument  proposed  by  him  might  oe  broken 
and  destroyed  by  a  lawless  mob  or  by  a  set  of 
schoolboys.  For  his  part,  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  raise  such  a  monument  to  tbe  memory 
of  a  man  who  bad  deserved  so  well  of  his 
country. 

The  bill  proposed  the  erection  of  anummnent 
that  wonid  stand  nnlmpured  for  ages,  Itistmo 
that  it  will  not  perpetuate  the  fame  of  Wash- 
INOTON :  his  fune  required  noUiing  which  we 
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oonld  do  to  give  it  perpetaitjr ;  but  it  will  per- 

G taste  tbe  gratitnde  of  the  conntrv.  It  would 
a  structure  that  will  command  respect;  it 
will  be  pointed  ont  to  our  children;  they  will 
enter  it  with  rerereace,  as  tbe  spot  in  which 
tbe  ashes  of  this  great  man  are  deposited. 

It  was  nndoabtedlj  a  sal^ect  of  sentiment; 
and  Bubjecta  of  saoh  a  kind  mnst  be  gnided  bj 
feeling,  YariooB  opiaions,  therefore,  maj  natu- 
rally be  expected.  His  opinioD  waie,  that  the 
national  sentiment  called  for  the  erection  of  a 
Btmcture  correspondent  in  site  to  tbe  character 
of  the  man  to  wnom  it  was  raised. 

The  general  ontlinee  of  tbe  bill  might  now  be 
adopted ;  and  if  there  existed  a  rariance  of  opin- 
ion, tbe  sabordinate  members  of  it  might  be 
modified. 

ilr.  B.  Lbk  sud,  if  it  were  tbe  wish  of  gentle- 
men to  avoid  the  adoption  of  meoanres  com^ 
memorative  of  the  talents  of  the  great  inan  we 
hare  lost,  it  wonld  l>e  candid  to  tell  us  so  at 
onoe.  For  his  part,  be  saw  little  difference  be~ 
tween  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  and  the 
r^ection  of  every  plan  proposed  that  was 
adequate  to  the  oocasion.  Bir,  said  Mi.  L., 
there  is  not  a  rich  man  in  Eorope  who  loses  hia 
mistress  that  does  not  raise  a  trophy  to  her 
memory;  and  shall  it  be  Eud  that  we,  who 
have  sustained  the  most  irreparable  loss  in  the 
death  of  our  Obief— shall  it  be  sud  that  we  re- 
foBo  to  pay  Mm  those  honors  which  are  lavish- 
ed BO  liberally  upon  saoh  inferior  objects  t  If 
yon  do  not  mean  to  come  forward  on  tbe  oo- 
casion, say  BO.  Then  we  BboU  understand  tbe 
reasons  of  opposition  to  the  gronnd  taken  by 
this  House  last  sesdon.  As  yet  no  reasons  bad 
been  assigned  for  abandoning  it  We  then  de- 
dared  that  we  wonld  act.  we  exhibited  a  spirit 
wortiy  of  the  iramortol  WiSHiNoroN — worthy 
of  the  distinguiBhed  obarncter  of  this  Hoose. 

But  Bhould  this  honorable  spirit,  kindled  by 
«n  enthu^oBDi  in  the  virtues  and  talents  of  onr 
departed  benefsctor,  subside  and  be  chilled  by 
tba  adoption  of  tbe  proposed  amendments,  he 
wonld  condole  with  the  Hooee,  and  wonld  rather 
they  would  be  silent  for  ever  than  disgrace 
themsdvea  and  their  coontry  by  so  snliordinate 
■a  act. 

It  is  true,  dr,  that  the  celebrity  and  the  glory 
4^  WAaatiiOTON  hang  not  on  our  plandito.  His- 
toiy  will  transmit  to  poeterity  tho  luatre  of  bis 
fkne,  glittering  with  untamiabed  parity.  It  is 
not  in  oar  power  either  to  increase  or  diminiBb 
it.  Bat,  lar,  we  may  imitate  his  yirtnee  and  his 
great  example.  We  are  deeply  iiit«reated  in 
holding  them  forth  as  illnstrions  models  to  onr 
sons.  Is  there,  then,  I  ask  you,  any  other  mode 
for  perpetuating  the  memory  of  such  transcen- 
dent yirtDes  BO  atrong,  so  impresmve  oa  that 
which  we  propose  ?  The  grandeur  of  the  pile 
we  wish  to  raise  will  impress  a  sublime  awe  in 
oil  who  behold  it.  It  will  survive  the  present 
gmerotion.  It  will  receive  the  homage  of  our 
children's  children ;  and  they  will  leani  that 
the  tmeet  way  to  gain  honor  amidst  a  free  peo- 
ple is  to  be  nseftd,  to  be  virtoous. 


This  will  not  be  the  act  of  an  individiuL  It 
will  be  the  act  of  a  Government  expresBiDg  the 
will  of  a  great  nation.  Seize  then,  I  prey  yon, 
seize  with  rapture,  the  oocadon  that  is  now  pre- 
sented, tbankfol  to  the  Snpr^ne  Dispow  of 
events  for  ^ving  yon  an  opportunity  (rf  rearing 
eome  fature  Wabhinoton.  This  is  a  great  ob' 
Ject;  &own,  then,  upon  all  the  little  effinls  made 
to  defeat  it. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  if  yon  erect  a  msiBO- 
leum,  yon  must  expend  some  pnblic  money.  Bat 
are  you  not  the  guardians  of  the  public  treasoret 
Does  not  the  selection  of  the  best  objects  to 
which  to  appropriate  it  devolve  on  yout  And 
can  there  be  a  greater,  a  more  patriotic  purpcM 
than  this )  Is  it  not  your  great  duty  to  promote 
the  public  good ;  and  can  tliat  be  more  oont- 
pletety  promoted  in  any  other  way  I  The  mm 
asked  Is  seventy  thousand  doUara.  Who  can 
show  me  in  what  other  manner  the  lame  good 
can  be  effected  bv  so  small  a  samt 

Bat  it  is  said  that  the  bill  vests  a  diaoreticn  ip 
the  Secretariee,  and  they  may  exceed  the  esti- 
mate. But,  dr,  are  the  Seoretnries  miwwthy 
of  oonfldenoe  I  Bo  not  we  know  that  we  may 
safely  rely  npon  them  I  Beaidea.  if  thongbt  ei- 
pedient,  ibe  expenditure  may  be  limited.  Thus, 
surely,  without  prodigally  on  the  one  band  or 
parsimony  on  the  other,  you  may  do  htnor  to 
yourselves,  and  your  country. 

Mr.  VUaon  did  not  pretend  to  know  much 
about  that  kind  of  things  propoeed  by  the  bill ; 
bnt  he  believed,  from  the  little  he  did  know, 
that  such  a  thing  bad  not  been  attempted  Ibr  s 
thousand  years.  The  expense  attending  tbe  wo- 
posed  measure  bad  been  tre«l«d  lightly.  For 
himself,  he  was  not  dispoeed  to  consider  sevea^ 
thousand  dollars  a  triUing  sum,  lie  tbongfat  it 
a  great  sum,  and  believed  eveiy  man  in  tbe 
countiy  thoogbt  ttt  he  did.  In  forming  bis  ides 
of  any  particular  snm,  he  waa  not  oamed  away 
by  the  viaionary  notions  of  speonlation;  be 
looked  at  the  Umr  it  required  to  produce  H; 
and  he  well  knew  how  (kardly  earned  wm  tlM 
money  from  which  this  enonnoos  sum  miat 
proceed. 

He  further  believed  that  no  man  eonld  tdl 
how  much  the  maosoleom  would  ooit.  The 
seventy  thoosand  dollars  waa  only  a  begin- 
ning ;  and  when  the  object  was  onoe  bc^nn,  ex- 
penenoe  teUs  na  that  we  most  finish  it  U  *11 
events,  let  it  cost  what  it  might.  Tbe  base  wis 
flied  at  a  hondred  feet.  Why  not  decide  its 
other  proportions  t  Did  not  tiie  uienae  <rf  the 
bill  on  thiB  point  show  the  ignorance  of  gentle- 
men? All  was  doubt.  What  strengthened  bii 
opinion  of  the  total  want  of  inlbrniatioii,  wu 
the  exhibition  laatseanon  of  two  eathnates:  oni 
of  which  was  predicated  on  abaaeof  Mxty  feet, 
and  required  nity-seven  thousand  doDon;  the 
other  was  predicated  on  a  base  of  one  hmidrcd 
feet,  mpUng  the  structure  nc«rly  three  times  « 
large,  and  requiring  cnly  sevnity  thousaod  dol- 
lars. Oonid  this  be  correctt  Both  estimaus 
certainly  ooold  not  be  true.  The  probatubij 
waa  that  neither  oonld  be  depended  npcm. 


dbyGoO^Ie 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBESa 


i8oa] 


SroHimg  tie  Jlttalm. 


For  what  pnrpoae  wm  this  great  mats  tti  be 
nked  ?  Ha  saw  no  good  purpose  likely  to  be 
answered  bj  it  ander  the  sun.  Can  stnues 
abow  gradtadet  If  Uie  nation  wished  to  show 
Ita  KTUitnda,  let  them  do  it  bj  making  a  history 
of  the  life  (tf  WisBERoioir  a  Bchool-book.  Our 
cblldreD  then  will  learn  and  imitate  Lis  rirtaes. 
Thia  will  be  rendering  the  highest  tribute  to  his 
fiune,  by  making  it  the  iaBtmmeDt  of  enlighten- 
favdie  mtnd  and  improving  the  heart. 

while  there  are  anch  rational  modes  of  distin~ 
goishiDg  the  memory  of  WAamsaios,  can  Oon- 
grew  so  £w  forget  the  interest  of  the  nation ; 
can  they  io  far  forget  their  own  dnty,  as  to  ex- ' 
pend  miUiona  in  acta  of  luelesa  and  pemiciona 
oetentation)  Since  the  inTention  of  typee, 
monamenta  are  good  for  nothing.-  The  records 
of  history  will  remain  long  after  their  decay 
deatmction. 

Ve  are  told  that  the  heat  mode  of  perp^nat- 
ing  the  memory  of  WAeaQrorox  h  to  erect  a 
maDsolenm.  I  have  heard,  uii  Mr.  M.,  of 
Aristide^  I  hare  hoard  of  Hampden,  bnt  I  have 
never  heard  of  monamenta  raised  to  Uieir 
memoriea.  Yet  their  Tirtnea  shine  as  bright 
now  aa  they  did  while  they  lived.  I  have  heard 
of  a  place  called  Westminater  Abbey,  foil  of 
the  nKmnmenta  of  kings ;  yet,  notwithstanding 
these  grand  memorials,  I  have  heard  terv  little 
rf  them  after  they  left  thia  world,  and  I  one 
tion  Tery  moch  whether  any  man,  let  him  hai 
beard  what  he  may,  if  he  were  to  go  there 
ooald  tell  one  of  them  from  the  other. 

Bnt,  it  is  aud  that  the  monument,  proposed 
by  the  amendment,  may  be  thrown  down  and 
destroyed  by  mobs  or  schoolboya.  God  forbid 
that  this  ahonld  ever  be  the  case  1  I  do  not  be- 
Kere,  said  Mr,  M.,  this  to  be  poaaible.  If  it 
were  made  of  glass,  frail  as  it  is,  it  wonld 
be  eafej   all  woold  revere,  all  would  respect 

The  Honse  is  told  by  one  gentleman,  who  ad- 
Tocates  the  maosolenm^  that  a  rich  man  in  Eu- 
rope cannot  lose  his  mistreee  without  raising  a 
monnment  to  her  memory.  Was  the  gentleman 
■erioiis  when  he  made  this  remark  I  Would  he 
place  the  memory  of  WABKniaToif  on  a  footing 
with  that  of  a  ridi  man's  mistreaa  t  Better,  air, 
■aid  Ifr.  U.,  for  better  wonld  it  be,  more  honor- 
able to  the  Qovermnent,  and  more  conformable 
to  the  wish  of  oar  deceased  &iend,  to  devote 
the  seventy  thousand  dollars,  designed  for  a 
mansoleom,  to  the  education  of  the  poor.  Then, 
faideed,  we  might  flatter  ourselves  with  having 
ext^ided  the  empire  of  hia  virtues,  by  making 
those  understand  and  imitate  them,  who,  onin- 
atracted,  could  not  comprehend  them. 

If  he  thought  that  byrai^nga  magnificent 
monmnent  to  WAsaisaioK,  he  oould  give  dnra- 
tion  to  his  fome^  or  carry  his  name  into  a  single 
eonntry  which  it  had  not  yetreached,  he  would 
give  the  measure  hia  anpport.  But  no  snch 
eflfect  would  be  prodnced.  It  mi«ht  indeed 
adorn  this  city ;  and  that  was  the  on^  plan^ble 
-  -mient  in  &Tor  of  it. 

efore  gentlemen  aet  in  this  bnaneaa,  let  them 
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look  to  Egypt ;  there  they  will  behold  prece- 
dents in  profuMon ;  men  made  gods,  and  siatnes 
and  monuments  and  maoaolea  covering  the 
whole  fooe  of  the  oonntry ;  but  where  will  they 
find  the  virtnes  or  the  talents  of  the  men  they 
were  meant  to  oommamorate  ?  Now  is  the 
time  to  make  a  stand  against  this  munument 
mania.  WASHWaTOH  is  admired  and  beloved 
by  all.  No  one  can  be  charged  with  a  desire  to 
diminish  ^  fame  by  opposing  a  useless  expen- 
diture of  money.  The  precedent  we  now  ea- 
tablish  will  be  anspicioua  to  our  future  mea- 
sures. If  we  decline  raising  a  mausoienni  to 
WASBiNOTOir,  ixt  man  who  sncoeeds  him  can  ex- 
pect one  reared  t«  his  memory.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  we  now  raise  one  to  WAgHDJoroH,  every 
pretender  to  greatnesa  will  aim  at  the  same  dis- 
tinction. 

Mr.  Mioos  condnded  by  deolaring  himself 
hoatile  to  the  bill,  and  friendly  to  the  amend- 
ment, because  it  proposed  a  plan  that  waa  more 
rational,  more  economical,  and  more  conform- 
able to  the  reaolve  of  the  old  CoDgreaaL  thmi  that 
contained  in  the  bill.' 

The  committee  then  rose  without  oomtog  to 
any  decision,  reported  progreas,  and  obtained 
leave  to  ait  again. 

MoxDAT,  December  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit;  from  Con- 
oectioQt,  Chackoet  Goonaicn,  and  Sauitel  W. 
Dana  ;  and  from  Rhode  Island,  John  Browh, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Saucel  Tennkt,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member  for 
New  Hampshire,  in  the  room  of  William  Gor- 
don, who  has  resigned  hia  seat,  appiearBd,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
hia  seat  in  the  House. 


Tuesday,  December  9, 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Joas  Butledo^ 
Jr.,  from  South  Oarolino,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat  In  the  House. 

Stportirtg  the  ZkiaUt, 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
le  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Bamuel  Harrison  Smith  and  Thomaa 
Carpenter,  made  yesterday,  and  which  lay  on 
the  table ;  and,  the  same  being  again  read,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

'  TIiB  oommittea  to  whom  wsi  refennd  the  memo- 
rial of  Samuet  HBirison  Smith  and  Thonuu  Cwpoa- 
tar,  rqioit  lbs  foUotring  nsolntion,  irtiich  Ihey  re- 
eommund  to  tha  Hdom  : 

"  Sttotved,  Thnt  it  ia  not  expedient  Tor  this  Hoasa 
make  any  order  opon  the  mlgect  of  the  memorial 
of  Samuel  Hamson  Smitb    and    Thomu    Catpeo- 
ter,  pnSBDted  □□  tha  fomth  day  of  Decemtwr  in- 
stant' 

SCr.  Onsisnz  moved  the  reference  of  the  re- 
port to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr,  GmswoLD  opposed  the  reference. 
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The  Iloase  divided — for  the  refarenoe  4S, 
against  it,  4S. 

Mr.  Jaoebok  made  several  remarkg)  and  oon- 
clniled  b7  calling  for  the  f  eaa  and  naji,  whiob 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  NioQOLAB  sold,  in  a  GovemmeDt  like  onra, 
the  theory  of  vhiob  is  repablicon,  and  th« 
practice  of  which  he  hoped  would  alwa^e  con- 
tinue to  be  repablicon,  he  considered  the  repre- 
sontativea  of  the  people  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple, bj  whom  they  were  created.  It  was  neoea- 
aary,  to  give  efficacy  to  this  responsibility,  that 
the  people,  who  were  to  jndge,  should  possess 
the  pnrost  information,  as  to  not  only  the  acts, 
btit  the  motives  of  the  pablio  agents.  It  vraa  of 
little  consequence  to  them  to  know  what  laws 
are  enacted,  compared  with  a  knowledgd  ^f 
projects  tliat  were  attempted  or  prevented,  and 
the  grounds  on  which  they  were  supported  or 
opposed.  Nor  could  the  merits  of  the  acts 
themselves  be  understood,  nnless  the  reasons 
for  them  were  stated.  It  was,  therefore,  of  the 
highest  consequence  that  the  reasons  for  our 
condact  should  be  clearly  understood,  that  our 
measures  may  be  comprehended,  and  onr  mo- 
tives also  known,  that  our  otmstitnenta  may 
Jndge  whether  we  have  faithfully  discharged 
onr  duty. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  thought  i  t 
extremely  indelicate  to  resist  Uie  admission  with- 
in the  bar  of  those  persons  who  thought  them- 
selves qnalilled  to  take  the  debates  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  House.  Bat  what  rendered  the 
attempt  still  more  improper,  was,  its  being  an 
innovation  on  the  practice  of  the-Honse.  F<ft, 
unce  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
individuals  of  this  description  had  been  placed 
by  the  House  at  their  ease,  in  a  situation  con- 
venient for  hearing  what  passed.  Why  is  this 
Eractioe,  hitherto  unopposed,  now  to  be  broken 
1  npon  t  For  snch  an  innovation  and  departure 
from  the  established  practice,  of  the  House, 
there  ongbt  to  be  the  strongest  reasons ;  partion- 
Urly  when  the  attempted  innovation  rMpeoted, 
and  was  made  by,  thoee  whoee  conduct  waa  to 
be  Bcrutiniied. 

It  waa  not  without  deliberation  that  the  nrao- 
tJce  of  the  House  had  been  instituted  ana  ad- 
hered to.  Soma  gentlemen  had,  some  time 
irinoe,  contemplated  the  employment  of  a  par- 
ticnlar  individual,  whose  services  were  to  be 
p(ud  for  by  the  Houae.  But  the  idea  was  aban- 
doned, ttmn  the  mppoaed  sanction  given  by  such 
an  act  tohia  statements ;  whereby  the  House 
might  be  made  responnble  for  bis  aoonraoy  and 
talents. 

Tlie  difficulty  attending  the  burinest  be  ac- 
knowledged to  be  great.  But,  for  the  reasons  he 
had  asNgned,  he  thought  the  House  bad  acted 
right  in  fbrbearing  to  mterfere,  fhrtiier  than  by 
merely  aa^gning  a  convenient  place  to  the  ste- 
nographers. It  was  deemed  satwt  to  oonflde  the 
bosntes  to  persons  not  known  offldally  to  the 
House,  whose  own  individual  interest  would  con- 
■titnte  the  best  pledge  for  their  fidelity.  Though 
no  pre^se  resolve  had  been  passed  to  thlsefi^t, 


it  was  well  understood  that  this  was  the  courw 
tiie  House  meant  to  pursue,  after  having  givto 
the  subjeot  a  deliberate  and  sidemn  considera- 
tion. 

Shall  we  now,  eud  Mr.  N.,  afto'  this  mature 
oonsiderotion,  on  the  mere  suKestioo  of  pencul 
inconveuieDce,  on  a  sul^ect  of  such  importuos 
as  to  invite  a  gentleman  fh>m  a  oon9der^)le  db- 
tanoe,  [referring  to  some  old  plan,]  shall  tb, 
after  tlie  sanction  of  a  uniform  practi**,  forti- 
fied by  the  long  period  for  which  it  has  be«o 
observed,  on  the  suggestion  of  a  triffing  iucon- 
venience,  which,  he  'believed,  on  eisminstieo, 
would  not  be  found  to  exist  at  all,  adopt  the  in- 
novatiou  proposed  by  the  report  of  the  eornnit- 
tee  t  For  his  part,  he  thought  the;  were  iQ 
deeply  interested  in  having  the  debalft  well 
talieu,  OS  it  was  not  in  their  power  altogether  la 
prohibit  their  being  taken. 

He  had  heard  but  two  objectiom  made  te  (ha 
old  plan.  The  first  waa,  that  by  pasring  a  re- 
solve admitting  stent^^phera  vrithin  the  bar, 
the  House  gave  a  sanction  to  the  reports  pub- 
lished by  them.  The  second  was,  that  as  the 
Speaker  had  heretofore  had  the  management  of 
the  business,  it  would  be  wrong  to  take  it  oetef 
his  hands. 

As  to  the  first  otjection,  be  thondit  it  alto- 
gether incorrect  The  resolution,  snbmitted  bj 
the  gentleman  thnn  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hill,) 
which  he  wished  the  House  to  adopts  does  not 
propose  the  selection  of  any  particular  persou.  It 
admita,  generally,  those  individuals  who  viab  te 
take  the  debates.  Can  this  admi^on  mike  ts 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  men  we  do  net 
know,  and  over  whom  we  have  no  oM)Iidl 
Have  we  heretofore  been  oontidered  as  Te«peD- 
Bible  I  And  wherein  conuats  the  dit^reaoe  be- 
tween our  past  sitnation  and  the  e 
shall  be  in,  if  the  motion  of  the  gent 
North  Oarolina  be  adopted  ?  We  shall  th<»  laij 
have  done  that  which  before  had  been  done  by 
the  Speaker.  Governed  by  a  aenae  of  duty,  the 
Speaker  had  reftised  admission  witlun  the  bar. 
It  became,  therefore,  neceaaaij,  in  order  to  odndt, 
for  the  House  to  pass  a  resolution.  But  it  did 
not  follow  that  tiie  least  re^ioasib3ify  «oald 
arise  trota  such  an  act. 

Indeed,  by  admitting  the  stenogiwben  with- 
in the  bar,  the  reapon^bility  of  the  Honae  would 
be  diminiuied ;  for,  if  the  House  admitted  ttaoa, 
no  one  could  then  say  that  it  had  done  out  itung 
that  Interfered  with  a  foithftal  repcwt  of  the  de- 
bates ;  whereas,  by  ezcluding  the  stenographen, 
the  unavoidable  inacouraciea  oommitled,  uigfat 
be  charged  to  the  House. 

The  second  objection  made  to  the  reedation  tt 
the  ^utieman  Jram  North  Carolina,  was  that, » 
the  Speaker  had  heretofore  had  the  management 
of  the  business,  it  would  be  wrong  to  take  it  oat 
of  his  hands. 

Mr.  N.  in  reply  to  this  objection,  observed. 
that  the  power,  heretofbre  exeroiaed  by  tlw 
Speaker  on  this  aul^ect,  had  not  been  eipentj 
delegated  to  him  by  the  Honw.  It  haii  oflta 
been  thought  o^  but  no  dedvan  had  herelote* 
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been  made.  As  the  ott)eot  aalced  rdated  to  tha 
oonvenieDce  of  the  memben,  he  thought  thej 
were  the  beat  Jndgea  of  the  propriety  of  graut- 
iug  it  The  inconTenienoe  alleged  to  exist  was 
CDtirelT  a  matter  of  opinion.  He  tlionght  it 
utherluid  noexiateow  or  a  very  limited  one. 
Ab  he  bad  remarked  before,  the  mbjeot  vtsex- 
tremelj  delicate.  He  wonld  not  oonsent  to 
ftamtsh  room  for  being  charged  with  a  wish  to 
HippraM  "the  meoDB  of  making  an  inqnirj  Into 
bia  oondnct.  He  believed  that  tbe  innovation 
contended  for,  would  be  ao  viewed;  bo  &r, 
therefore,  fhim  considering  it  as  innocent,  be 
viewed  it  aa  wrong  in  lt«df,  and  likely  to  be 
miaohievona  in  its  effects. 

Mr.  One  was  one  of  those  who  waa  not  dis- 
poaed  to  make  a  strong  stand  against  the  i«- 
eolation  offered  by  the  gentlenum  from  North 
Oaroliaa.  He  did  not  view  the  point  in  so  inter- 
eating  a  light  as  did  the  gentleman  who  hui  pre- 
ceded liitn,  It  appeared  to  him  in  the  shape  of 
aqnestionof  oonvesieoce;  and  as  to  bis  own 
ritnsl^on,  it  conld  not  be  affected  by  any  per- 
mission given  to  Btenograpbers  to  ooma  within 
the  bar.  Uany  of  the  argaments  he  had  heard, 
implied  that  the  eitnation  at  present  occnpied  by 
the  etenographerB  was  eicloaive  of  all  otherB ; 
irhveaa  ^  that  were  inconvenient  tbey  might 
take  any  other,  so  that  they  did  not  oome  within 
the  bar. 

It  is  true  that  the  itenogtspben  have  hitherto 

b««n  admitted  within  the  bar.    They ' 

mitted  because  there  was  room,  Bat,bi 

•ot  chamber,  the  room  was  lees ;  nor  could  they 

occupy  a  part  of  that  little,  without  materially 

Interfenng  with  the  convenience  of  the 

ben. 

In  Ui  opinion,  the  proper  qnestion  for  the 
Honse  to  connder  was,  whether  an  admisdon 
durald  take  pboe  indeftendent  of  the  Speaker,  or 
wheAer  he  shmdd  dedde  its  propriety.  It  did 
not  fbliow,  if  the  Etoeeker  retained  the  manage- 
ment, that  the  exclusion  would  apply  to  all  oo- 
orions.  It  was  trae,  that  the  places  dedred  by 
the  atentwraph^  were  generally  assigned  to 
llie  high  Kiecntive  officers  of  the  Government, 
and  tlw  foreign  MiniBters.  But  if.  in  consistence 
-with  th^  accommodation,  the  indulgence 
eonld  be  granted,  dnring  any  important  debate, 
be  had  DO  doubt  of  the  Speaker's  readiness  tc 
adotit  them,  and  they  might  thus  obtain  atem- 
poTMT^aoe  witUn  the  bar. 

lb,  O.  tbon^t  the  remarks  irfthe  genlJemon 
from  Yii^nia  covered  too  mndi  gronnd.  They 
■eesribed  to  the  friends  of  the  report  an  attempt 
to  preolnde  the  peoplp  from  obtaining  all  in- 
tomation  of  what  passed  in  the  Honse.  TSq 
■odi  dedgn  existed.  For  his  part,  he  wished  the 
people  to  know  every  thing  that  occurred  with- 
in tfaeee  walls.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  de- 
batei^  aa  heretofore  given,  being  an  inadequate 
organ  of  the  ideas  A  the  members ;  they  had 
beoi  ttfken  fbr  nearly  twelve  years,  and  some- 
times the;  had  been  aoonrate,  and  at  other 
tfmea  verj  inaccurate ;  and  so  complete  had  the 
dbtcation  of  MDtinieata  often  been,  that  had  it 


not  been  for  the  name  that  was  attached  to  a 
particular  apeech,  the  member,  to  whom  it  was 
ascribed,  would  not  have  known  it  to  be  his, 
Iff.  O.  would,  notwithBtauding,  not  deny  the 
ability  of  a  person  who  read  the  debate^  to 
form  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  argnments  used  on 
a  particular  subject 

The  charge  of  innovation,  Mr.  0.  thonght  nn- 
Jnst,  He  proposed  to  leave  the  buHtness  as  it 
had  heretofore  been  left,  free  from  any  resolve 
of  the  House,  to  the  control  of  the  Speaker?  By 
this  conduct,  no  sanction  wonld  be  given  to  the 
performances  of  any  reporter ;  but,  on  the  other 
band,  if  the  EouBe  passed  a  resolve,  diveetins 
the  Speaker  of  his  previous  power,  they  would 
render  themselves  responsible,  and  would  vir- 
tually give  a  sanction. 

If  it  were  resolved  that  the  House  should  in- 
terfere, he  would  mnoh  rather  select  and  pay  an 
individual  competent  to  the  bnmness,  and  ap- 
peal, for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust,  to 
his  candor  and  impartiality. 

If  the  Honse  psssed  the  resolntioo  adnutting 
the  stenographers  within  the  bar,  Mr.  0.  ai^ed 
whether  they  would  not  in  fact  be  officers  of 
the  House.  The  only  difference  between  them 
and  the  other  officers  would  be  that  one  would 
be  paid  and  the  others  would  not 

Mr.  O.  said  that,  in  hia  opinion,  the  most  in- 
convenient position  in  the  House  had  been 
taken  by  the  st»n(^raphers.  It  was  near  the 
Clerk's  office^  between  which  and  the  bar  there 
was  a  perpetual  passage  of  the  members.    If  an 

Xriment  were  made  of  a  position  on  the 
r  side,  or  in  the  upper  gallery,  he  was  per- 
suaded it  would  be  found  very  convenient.  Are 
not,  said  Mr.  O.,  the  galleries  constructed  for 
the  express  purpose  of  hearing?  Are  they  not 
intended  for  the  good  people  of  the  United 
Btateet  And  if  they  can  hear  in  them,  cannot 
the  stenographers  alsot 

Mr,  O.  concluded  by  stating  the  extreme  in- 
oonvenience  that  would  arise  from  adi 
the  stenographers;  the  interibrence  it 
produce  with  the  assignation  of  seats  to  the  Sec- 
retaries of  our  Government  and  the  foreign 
Ministers ;  and  with  declaring  his  opinion  that 
it  was  most  expedient  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee, 

Mr.  NioBOLBOK  saldi'thatif  be  understood  the 
objections  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Hasaa- 
chusetts  to  granting  an  admiadon  of  the  stenog- 
raphers within  the  bar,  they  might  be  classed 
under  three  heads :  1.  It  will  be  ag^st  prece- 
dent ;  S.  It  would  prevent  the  members  Erom 
having  elbow  room ;  8.  There  is  a  possibility 
that  the  Speaker  may  indulge  the  stenographers. 

As  to  the  first  objection,  be  wonld  ask  whe- 
ther the  House  hod  not  a  right  to  exercise  any 
power  themselves  that  was  exercised  by  the 
Speaker,  Hitherto  the  Speaker  has  exercised 
Uie  power,  and  admitted  the  stenographers 
within  the  bar ;  he  now  refosee  to  do  i£  and 
we  are  called  upon  to  perform  what  he  rerases. 
If  we  think  it  proper  to  admit  them,  we  have  a 
right  to  do  It    The  power  heretofore  exerolwd 


itting 
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by  the  Speaker  woa  derived  ttom  hb,  according 
to  the  well-kDown  maxim,  Quijiieit  per  aiiuvt, 

Bot  wa  are  told  that  the  admisdon  wonld  in- 
terfere witli  the  acoommodatioii  of  the  fom' 
Secrotariee  and  the  foreign  Ministers.  Snppose 
it  sboaid,  BBid  Mr.  N.;  lask  whether  the  con- 
Tonience  and  the  int««st  of  the  people  of  the 
IJniied  States  are  to  be  prostrated  b;  oar  com- 
plaisance to  the  Secretaries  aod  foreign  ageatB  t 
It  18  oar  datj  to  enable  the  people  to  ohtain  the 
best  ioformation  of  what  ia  doing  here,  that  we 
can  supply.  Shall  we  abandon  onr  duty  f  Shall 
we  aacri&oe  the  interests  of  onr  oonstitnents 
to  ft  sense  of  poUl«neaa  to  these  gentlemen? 
It  wonld  be  mnch  better  to  sabmit  to  the  in- 
convenience experienced  by  the  Secretaries  and 
the  foreign  Ministers,  if  there  is  not  room  for 
them  wiuiiu  the  bar,  than  to  conceal  flrom  the 
people  the  knowledge  they  have  a  right  to  poa- 
sess.  Let,  theta,  the  foreign  Ministers,  if  there 
be  BQch  a  competition,  retire  into  the  galleries. 

He  oon^ered  the  subject  as  of  high  impor- 
tance both  to  the  conntry  and  the  members 
themselvee.  They  all  onglit  to  desire  their  con- 
duct to  be  rigidly  inspected. 

GenlJemen  say  that  the  debates  have  been 
heretofore  imperfectly  taken.  Will  tbey  remedy 
the  evil  by  exclnding  the  stenographers  from 
places  within  the  bar  ?  I^  heretofore,  notwith- 
standing the  &vorab1enees  of  their  poution, 
when  stillness  and  silence  reigned,  they  have 
been  unable  to  take  tlie  debatee  with  precision, 
can  it  be  expected  that,  driven  to  a  distance 
from  must  of  the  members,  sorronnded  bj  a 
crowd  in  perpetnal  motion,  they  will  be  able 
more  anceeeBlully  to  accomplish  their  otgectt 
Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  the  expectation  is  absord.  It 
cannot  be  done.  I  hare  placed  myself  withont 
the  bar,  and  I  declare  it  impomUe  to  hear  con 
rectly.  If^  then,  yon  are  det«rmiDed  to  exolode 
them  fh>m  their  nsnal  placea,  yon  had  infinitely 
better  tnm  them  ont  of  the  House  altt^ther. 

As  to  the  convenience  of  the  galleries  for 
hearing,  Mr.  N.  was  not  able,  fh>m  a  trial  made 
by  himselil  to  decide  npon  IL  But  he  had 
heard  but  one  oniform  opinion,  which  was,  that 
owing  to  the  oonetant  passage  of  persona,  and 
the  Ireqoent  crowd  it  would  cout^n.  it  was  im- 
possible to  hear  there  with  any  diatlnotnesa. 
With  respect  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  UuBadmsetta  on  this  point,  he 
thought  them  altogether  inappcdte.  The  gal- 
lery was  not  ocmstTiioted  by  ua,  and  if  It  were  a 
bad  place  for  heuing,  it  arose  not  from  any 
fault  to  be  ascribed  to  na.  All  that  we  did  was 
to  open  OUT  doora  to  all  dUzens  who  conducted 
themselves  with  dectMimi. 

The  personal  inconvoiienoe  to  members  al- 
leged, £d  not,  iti  the  opinion  of  Mr.  N.,  exist. 
He  thought  there  was  ample  room.  The  cham- 
ber they  oconpied  was  fflmilar  to  that  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  positions  desired  by  the  stenog- 
raphers were  relatively  the  same  as  those  in 
Philadelphia.  By  advauoiog  the  Clerk's  table 
Uiree  feet,  eveiy  dlffioolty  wonld  be  removedL 


Mr.  SiTTLXDaB  said,  that  the  memben  yho 
had  preceded  him  had  talked  much  aboat'ths 
Deoeasity  of  pving  the  people  correct  inTormt- 
tion  of  Uie  transactions  of  that  Hooae.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  not  a  ringle  member  vho  did 
not  wish  to  impart  to  the  people  all  the  know- 
ledge tliey  oouid  receive,  and  who  did  not  ht^ 
ly  prize  tLe  means  of  information  fdmi^ed  bj 
U>e  proceedings  of  that  House.  Oa  this  poiat 
there  was  no  dlvisiou.  No  <me  was  desinras  of 
exclndiOjg  the  stenogrt^era,  or  prohibiting  the 

SnbUoation  of  debates.  The  only  questiMi  really 
efore  the  House  was,  whether  tlwy  ahcDld  per- 
severe in  the  old  plan ;  whether  they  iboold 
confide  in  the  inl^^ty  and  the  talents  of  the 
Speaker,  who  had  hitherto  merited  thur  oonfl' 
deuce,  or  whether,  divesting  him  of  his  power, 
they  should  exercise  a  right  themselves  hitherto 
attached  to  his  office. 

Bnch  a  mode  of  proeednre  as  had  been  pa- 
sued  on  this  oocasion  wag  not  confimnable  to 
that  heretofore  practised.  An  appUcatiwi  Mme- 
what  similar  had  been,  some  time  dace,  mid« 
to  the  Speaker.  The  Speaker  dedded,  and  tb« 
House,  without  debate,  acquiesced  in  his  de- 
cision. A  stenograpdter  bad  grossly  miare|Ht- 
sented  a  member,  and  when  required  to  comet 
his  lidse  statanent,  had  insolently  refiiMd  to  do 
it,  and  added  to  the  previonaiiguiyof  miMaie- 
ment  insult  of  the  most  contumelious  kind.  The 
Speaker  dismined  him  from  his  place  (or  tbii 
barefaced  misconduct.  Some  of  his  frieads 
made  an  qipesl  to  the  House.  The  Hoose  art- 
ed  wisely,  and,  with  becoming  digni?,  relbsed 
to  interpose. 

Now,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  any  other  stencgrapher, 
like  the  one  I  have  allnded  to,  shall  moke  it  liis 
ajatunatio  practice  tomiar^tresent,  and  heOKt- 
tmne  as  heretofore  to  hold  big  place  at  the 
tenure  of  the  Speaker's  pwrniaaioi^  be  may  ta 
dismissed  by  the  Speaker  without  troabUag  tb» 
House.  But  ahonld  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  frma  North  OaroHna  prevail,  n 
shall  be  perpetually  afi^Mialed  to,  and  oocqsed 
in  debate.  For  tbeiw  reaxms  be  trusted  the  re- 
port wonld  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hnx  aald  he  considered  the  satgeet  as 
simply  involving  an  address  to  the  seaiinMnti 
of  the  members  on  the  gromid  of  persanal  coo- 
venienoe,  and  that  on  that  ground  be  was  ready 
to  sacrifioe  any  httle  inconvenience  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  stcraognqtbera;  stating  at  the 
same  time  his  entire  reUanoe  upon  the  inUgnty 
and  talents  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Gkiswold  said,  this  is  nothing  1«m  thai 
an  appeal  fh»a  the  Chair.  To  the  9pt»km  hM 
heretofore  been  oommitted  the  regutauon  of  tot 
admiaaioD  of  all  persons  whatever  within  tk* 
bar.  ThiaiatbeoalyoorreotmodeinwhiebsBa 
an  otgject  can  be  accaa]>Ii8bed.  The  ^^^ 
most  exercise  the  discretion  hitherto  vntsd  id 
him,  otherwise  the  order  of  the  House  cannot  be 
preserved.  The  oljeot  now  fa  to  take  this  jt>^ 
er  from  the  Speaker,  and  to  open  the  a«a  « 
the  House  to  the  atuiographen,  withont  th« 
Speaker'a  approbation.    It  ia  said  that  only  t«o 
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peraoDS  at  present  apply.  Bnt  if  the  door  be 
ODM  opened  to  admWon  in  tils  vsy,  there 
TDAj  he  no  end  to  intmiion.  The  Speaker  be- 
ing dJTMted  of  power  to  act,  and  the  necessitj 
of  aotjng  being  evident,  the  House  will  be  per- 
petnally  troabled  with  appeals. 

In  his  opinion,  the  power  oonflded  to  the 
8p«ak«r  had  been  ezerdsed  in  this  case  with 
sreat  propriety.  It  mnst  be  apparent  to  every 
body  that  the  area  was  too  small  to  Jastify  the 
admiarion  of  the  stenogtaphers.  He  believed  it 
to  be  an  idle  pretence  that  the  Btenc^rspbers 
conid  not  hear.  He  believed  it  to  be  a  mere 
matter  of  pride,  which  wonld  be  gratified  by 
u  appeal  from  the  Ohair,  and  a  reversal  of  the 


tion  derived  from  the  debates  of  this  Honse  was 
of  little  comparative  importanoe  when  viewed 
hi  relation  to  like  genertd  maae  ot  information 
poneaeed  by  the  people,  cared  Irat  little  for 
tt)e  event  of  the  resolntion  before  the  House. 
Upon  this  ground  he  felt  no  anxiety  whatever. 
As  a  matter  of  order,  it  might  verhaps  be  of 
some  importance.  As  to  the  convenience  of 
pcntion,  he  donbted  whether  a  more  correct 
account  of  the  debatea  conld  not  be  given  from 
a  eitoBtion  witboat  the  bar  than  within  it.  His 
reasons  were  tb«se ;  It  was  well  known  that  for 
fonr  or  five  sessions  after  the  organization  of  the 
Federal  GoTernment  st«oograpiierB  never  came 
within  the  bar,  and  their  positions  during  that 
period  were  is  remote  from  the  members  as  at 
preaest.  Yet  if  any  msn  would  appeal  to  the 
debM»B  then  taken,  he  wonld  find  them  as  oor- 
rectl7  taken  as  they  have  been  at  any  time 
rfnoe.  It  is  tme,  there  were  complaints  of  in- 
tecnraoy,  but  the  debate  takers  never  aarigned, 
as  a  jiisttfioatlon  of  th«r  errors,  the  Inconveni- 
ence of  their  ntnations;  on  the  contrary,  they 
declared  that  they  did  as  well  as  diey  ooi^d,  and 
contended  tiiat  their  reports  were  sa  correct  as 
the  nature  of  the  ease  permitted. 

Wbeo  the  seat  of  Oovoiunent  was  transfbrred 
to  Philadelphia,  and  the  stenographers  oooiqiied 
jdacea  witniQ  the  bar,  oomplaints  inorewed, 
the  debates  were  taken  more  incorrectly,  and 
two  or  three  ot  the  stenographers  were  aotoally 
tamed  oat  of  the  area  within  the  l>ar;  one 
of  whom,  he  believed,  was  sent  into  the  npper 
gtllery. 

The  ineorrectness  of  the  pnbllshed  debates 
did  not  arise  so  mach  from  an  Inability  to  hear 
M  from  on  Inability  to  take  down  a  rapid 

Mr.  T.  s^d  he  believed  the  debates  at  taken 
dowii  by  lb.  Lioyd,  were  as  aocnrately  taken 
as  any  taken  before  or  mnce.  The  oonolnslDn 
he  drew  fnun  these  &otB  was,  that  if  the  stenog- 
raphers were  admitted  by  the  House  withm 
the  bar,  the  public  wonld  gain  nothing  by  it. 
He  had,  however,  no  ol^eotion  to  their  admifr- 
non.  If  the  Speaker  approved  it.  They  might, 
as  fiir  BH  he  oared,  take  any  place  in  the  Honse ; 
even  seats  alongmde  of  the  ^>eaker. 

Mi.  Davu  had  expected  to  hear  miMantial 


reasons  in  support  of  the  report  of  the  cotmnit- 
tee.  None  such  had  been  ofi'ered.  It  was  stud 
that  the  stenograpbers  oonld  bear  very  well 
fromtbeirpresent  positions.  Hedeniedit.  The 
reporter  could  not  possibly  hear,  Thongh  him- 
self nearer  the  gentleman,  he  had  not  beard  a 
word  that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  North 
Oarolina. 

He  tmsted  the  Honse  wonld  admit  the  steno- 
graphers within  the  l>ar.  If  not  admitted,  the 
oouversation  and  passage  of  the  members  around 
thera  will  at  once  prevent  the  debates  fh>m  be- 
ing well  taken,  and  be  a  perpetual  excuse  for 
their  errors.  Bat  if  admitted,  they  will  have 
no  Bueh  apology,  and  they  will  be  within  the 
power  of  toe  IIons& 

The  great  man  of  onr  dtizens  are  too  remota 
to  attend  yonr  debates.  Thev  rely  on  those 
who  report  them.  Not  more  tnan  forty  or  fifty 
persons  trannently  appear  in  tbe  galleries,  who 
are  not  eqial  to  difiasmg  a  knowledge  of  yonr 
proceedings.  Exclude  the  stenographers,  and 
you  may  as  well  shut  your  doors.  It  may  be 
said  tbat  yon  print  yonr  Jonmals;  but  who 
reads  them  I  Iliey  are  scMcely  read  by  the 
members  themselves.  On  great  national  qnes- 
tions  the  people  onght  to  know,  not  only  what 
you  do,  but  i^so  the  prinoiples  that  gbide  yon.     ■ 

The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  was 
willing  to  place  the  stenographers  under  the  co- 
ercion of  the  Speaker,  but  was  unwilling  to 
plaoe  them  under  the  coercion  of  the  House. 
For  hia  part,  be  thongbt  differently.  Be  did 
not  wish  to  see  them  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Speaker. 

Several  allusionB  had  been  made  to  the  treat* 
ment  of  a  reporter  at  Pbiladelpbia,  who  had 
been  driven  from  tbe  Honse  bv  the  Speaker. 
He  reooUeoted  the  affair,  and,  m  his  opinion, 
the  Speaker  had  in  this  case  l>een  actuated  more 
by  persouBl  enmity,  than  by  any  other  motive. 

Mr.  H.  Lbe  next  rose.  He  sud  he  ptit  it  upon 
the  candor  of  his  oolleagne  from  Virginia  to 
declare  whether,  in  his  opinion,  any  genOeman 
in  that  House  wished  to  suppress  his  sentiments, 
or  was  disposed  to  dirink  from  an  avowal  of 
them.  If  an  individnal  were  to  Judge  from  the 
debate  of  to-day  he  would  infer  that  it  was  the 
deeire  of  some  members  on  tbat  floor  to  ooDOeBl 
thdr  sentiments  from  the  people.  No  suoh 
thing  wasthe  case.  We  are  esansioua  as  those 
who  ^ffer  with  us  that  the  people  should  know 
wliat  we  thinly  say,  and  do. 

The  only  question  was,  whether  the  Speaker 
aliall  exercise  a  certain  power  which  he  con 
oonvenienlly,  and  which  be  bas  hitherto  honor- 
bUv  exercised,  or  whether  we  shall  assume  it 
with  all  its  inconveniences.  He  hoped  we 
should  not.  He  feared  no  inaccuracy  ao  long 
OS  the  debates  published  received  no  sanction 
from  the  Hoose. 

Have  yon,  said  Mr.  L.,  no  greater  oljeote  to 
engage  yonr  atten&m  than  wiether  this  man 
or  that  man  shall  go  out  of  your  bar,  or  remain 
within  it!  He  ^ught  the  House  might  be 
better  employed. 
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Mr.  MAOOif  DDdentood  the  sabjeot  before  the 
HooM  ver7  ninoh  aa  hia  eollett^  did.  The 
qaestion  vaa  stmplj  whether  we  will  tftke  upon 
ouraelves  inooaTeDionces  alleged  to  exist,  or 
keep  the  stenograph  ere  without  the  bar.  He 
wttB  ooQviDccd  that  the  sitoations  ooonpied  by 
the  ateni^gnipbers  Were  badljcalotilated  for  hear- 
ing^ aa  even  vrithin  the  bar  the  members  could 
Boarcelj'  hear  each  other. 

One  reason  had  great  weight  with  htm.  It 
WBB,  that  if  the  House  mode  a  mle  in  reladon 
to  the  •dmiasioD  of  the  flten<^^phen,  It  would 
be  plscing  law  in  the  room  of  diaoretton.  He 
preferred  a  oertaia  rule  to  a  vagne  dlaoretion. 

The  danger  apprehended  from  a  crowd  of 
iterfbgraphera  was  faroioaL  Since  he  had  been 
in  Ooogreaa  he  had  never  seen  more  than  three 
or  fonr.  And  If  the  nnmber  admitted  should 
pro74  iaoonvenient,  it  would  be  time  enough, 
when  the  inconvenlenoe  was  experienced,  to 
remedf  it. 

Mr.  B.  SioTH  Bud  the  qoeetion  was  entdrelf 
one  q{  inooQTenienoe.  He  wonld  not  asoribe  to 
ai^  member  a  desire  to  aapprees  his  sentiments. 
The  speeohes  never  went  forth  as  delivered.  Yet 
ft  was  desirable  to  anign  to  the  stonographer* 
tike  moat  convenient  places.  He  had.  heard 
gentlemen  on  both  maea  of  the  ehair  declare 
they  would  experience  no  inconvenlenoe  from 
the  admiaaion  of  the  atent^raphers.  For  him- 
self, iSim  his  utoation,  he  could  experience 
none.  He  believed,  indeed,  that  the  members 
oonld  be  heard  from  anv  part  of  the  Hooae,  and 
nearlv  as  well  in  one  place  as  in  another.  Bat 
as  other  gentlemen  hold  a  different  opinion, 
'  and  the  stenographers  had  hitherto  been  ad- 
mitted within  the  bar,  he  had  not  the  least  ob- 
jection, aod  wonld  vote  for  their  admianon. 

In  this  stage  (f  the  debate,  the  Spbazsb  arose, 


not,  he  SMd,  to  inqnire  into  the  aonaeqnenceet^ 
the  Honse  acting  In  the  boaineaa.  bnt  again  to 
repeat  the  line  of  conduct  he  had  porsnedj  and 


the  motives  which  had  inflnenoed  nia  oondnot  \, 
be  did  this  for  the  information  of  members  not 
in  the  Hoose  at  the  time  he  had  before  addreeaed 
the  Hooae.  The  Spxucbr  then  repeated  what 
he  had  before  stated,  viz ;  that  on  being  appli- 
ed to  by  Mr.  Stewart,  be  had  declared  to  him 
his  dedrion  before  anj  other  applicador  '^  ^ 
been  made ;  that  he  hftd  apoken  to  man; 
bera,  all  of  whom,  withont  a  single  exception, 
had  wproved  his  idea,  and  eondnded  witii 
agun  declaring,  aa  he  bad  before  declared,  that 
the  steno^pbers  conld  not  be  admitted  vrithin 
the  bar  withont  violating  the  order  of  the  Honae 
and  the  convenience  of  the  memben.  It  was, 
he  said,  for  the  Honse  to  decide — to  them  only 
WM  he  reap<maiUe> 

Mr.  NiOHOua  nndeiBtood  it  to  be  the  ot|}ect 
of  those  who  snpported  the  admission  of  the 
steni^rrapherB  witnin  the  bar  to  place  them 
imon  the  same  footing  thev  had  heretofore  hejd. 
lliis  was  his  oltJeoL  All  the  remoi^  there- 
fore, made  respecting  thdr  independenoe  of  the 
Chair,  were  inapplicable.  They  would  atill  b< 
■object  to  his  control,  except  sa  to  the  single 


thonght  that  he  or  any  other  gentiemsn  ia  that 
House  wished  to  aoppress  lus  sentimsati,  or 
waa  ^aposed  to  shrink  fromanavowalof  th«mt 
He  woold  anawer  the  appeal  made  t^  Ui  «61- 
leogne,  and  wonld  tell  hmi  that  he  did  not  fed 
himself  at  liberty  to  fhnn  ooi^ectnrea  re^iediDg 
the  opiniona  of  others,  bat  dedded  from  lads. 
If  he  heard  gentlemen  make  nae  of  argsmeoti 
so  weak  aa  those  he  had  heard  that  ds;  in 
defence  of  their  sentiments,  he  wonld  ny  that 
their  feelings  differed  essentially  from  his.  Ha 
wonld  say  that,  Judging  them  by  their  argn- 
ments,  tbey  do  not  wish  psUicity  to  be  given 
to  the  debates  of  this  House. 

What  do  the  gentlemen  tell  na  t  Does  it  not 
amonnt  to  this :  that  their  oomplaiMuiae  ftir  tha 
Speaker  snSen  him  to  Judge  for  them  in  a 
case  where  they  are  the  best  judges;  sndwonM 
not  this  oomplaisnnoe  go  to  this  length,  that  if 
the  Bpeaker  should  Jadge  wT<n)g,  tlwj  will  not 
interfere  to  correct  his  error! 

We  are  told  by  a  gentleman  Jnst  op^  that  the 
application  made  proceeds  ftom  pride,  snd  that 
it  can  proceed  frcun  nothing  else.  Bnt  the  gco- 
tlemon  has  not  assigned  his  reasons  fOTthii  «i- 
(raordinary  charge. 

It  is  contended  tbnt  any  place  without  the 
bar  will  be  convenient  for  the  stenognphv^ 
Let  the  place  be  pitted  ont  Let  the  gentle- 
men who  ur^  this  show  ns  a  [dace  withootthe 
bar  inaooeesit>le  to  the  whisi>erB  of  tha  mem- 
bers and  the  preeaure  of  a  crowd.  Do  Aey 
Imagine  that  any  partieidar  place  can  be  tmf> 
ed  to  which  th^oao  ensara  a  prcrfbnnd  rihace, 
and  ttom  which  every  person  oan  he  withbddl 
Do  tbey  not  know,  bare  they  not  experianoed 
that  when  bnahiaaa  preaeea,  when  anltJeeta  of 
importance  are  discomd,  n  crowd  is  prodaoad, 
noise  ensnea,  and  interposing  obstacles  raoder  il 
impoadble  either  to  hear  or  see  the  monbanl 
In  auch  cases,  by  Ux  the  most  interesting  that 
oan  occur,  a  recess  within  the  bar  can  be  Ibdr 
only  protection. 

The  gentleman  from  Itawacbnaetta  hsd  pvt 
the  bnainees  npon  a  veiy  extraordinary  foetiir-- 
a  tbotiog  that  he  did  not  expect  from  hhn.  He 
represented  that  it  would  be  safe  to  tinat  the 
reporters  to  the  Speaker's  indoloenee.  For  hia 
fitt,  he  did  not  think  it  woold  be  aafa  Is  Muh 
bands.  Shall  the  Speaker  have  the  dacrctioD 
of  saying  what  debates  shall  be  taken  and  what 
ahati  not  t  Shall  ha  and  he  only,  have  the  ppk 
lioeart  Oould  the  Weaker  dedrethtat  Sardy 
he  oonld  not.  He  onritt  rather  to  dasin  tbe 
House  to  decide  genewly  thu  tfans  inpossopoa  ■ 
him  anch  an  invidious  task. 

Mr.  N.  said,  be  oonsidered  those  who  report 
the  debates  aa  appearing  in  this  Hcose  en  b» 
half  of  the  people  of  the  Ddted  States  to  whom 
they  ocNnronnicated  what  passed  here.  The 
people  were  entitled  to  this  infbrmatioo;  and 
if^  aa  observed  by  the  gentlsman  from  Ma— 
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diDHtU,  either  fi>r«!gn  IQniater 
or  any  odter  geoUemsn  In  long  robes,  interfered 
m'ah  such  an  object,  they  onght  to  give  way. 
He  knew  not  wberein  consisted  tbepropriet; 
(tf  aarigning  them  particular  seats.  What  right 
hftd  they  to  eiolnsve  watst  He  knew  no  con- 
nection that  anbdsted  between  them  and  this 
HouM.  Be  the  right  as  it  may,  he  wu  not 
for  Mcrifiang  a  adid  benefit  to  mere  com- 
pUaaoce. 

Bnt  a  gentleman  has  told  its  that  one  «teni^ 
rq>her,  for  hU  mlBrepreaentatlon  and  Insoleaoe, 
had  bew  disoharged  by  the  Bpeaker.  In  the 
eonrse  of  debate,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  had  atndionsly 
artnded  any  allorioD  to  tiiia  cironmstonce. 
Nor  would  he  now  say  any  thing  abont  it,  as 
he  thon^t  it  altt^ether  fweign  from  the  pre- 
Knt  qneMOB. 

The  respect  which  gentlemen  exprested  for 
the  %>eaker  appeared  to  him  to  lead  them  frcHn 
the  object  they  profewed  to  have  in  view. 
For,  at  present,  the  etenographera  are  not  nnder 
the  control  of  the  Speaker.  Bat  admit  them 
within  the  bar,  and  if  they  are  guilty  of  mis- 
condnct,  if  they  inlHnge  any  of  the  roles  of 
{be  HooM^  the  Speaker  has  them  wiUdn  Us 
power. 

Bome  gentlemen  apprehend  the  odraiseion 
of  a  crowd  of  Btent^^pfaera.  The  thin^  is 
morally  tmpoaaible.  When  Congress  met  m  a 
large  poptuons  city,  where  severM  daily  papers 
were  printed,  we  saw  bnt  two  reporters. 
Here,  removed  from  the  bnay  world,  where 
the  demand  for  that  deeoription  of  labor  which 
aroae  from  pnbliahiog  the  debates  was  not 
neariy  so  great,  and,  at  ooiueqnenoe,  the  profit 
leM,  It  ooiud  not  be  expected  that  tha«  oonld 
be  more. 

Ifr.  N.  otmdvded  by  declaring  that.  In  his 
opinion,  it  was  the  dnty  of  the  Honae  to  decide 
in  this  case.  Hie  Speaker  had  choDged  the 
established  praetioe  of  the  Honae.  It  became, 
therefore,  the  Honse  to  inquire  whether  he 
had  done  what  he  onght  to  have  done;  which, 
if  he  had  omitted  to  do,  it  devolved  on  them 
tosee  eflected.    . 

]£r.  Walb'  spoke  in  &Tor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  report. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  agreeing  to  tite  report  of  the  select 
committee,  and  carried  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  Speaktf .  There  being  yeas  45,  naya  40, 
asfollowa: 

TcAS.— Tbeodoie  Sedgwki,  (Spsa^,)  OeerBe 
Baer,  Bai^r  Baitlatt,  John  VM,  John  Bnnm,  Chii*- 
to^^KT  G.  ChampHn,  William  Cooper,  William  Ciuk, 
tannel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Fiaoklin  DsTen- 
poit,  Jdm  Doimli,  'WDiain  Edmond,  Tbomai  Evana, 
Ablal  Fortar,  Jonathan  fYemnan,  Henry  Glean, 
Cbaiuicej  Qoodrieh,  Elunr  Ooodrioh,  Bimi  Ori*- 
mM,  WilSun  Baity  Onne,  Arohlbiild  UettdenoD, 


Lumaal  WDIumi,  and  Hfory  Wooda. 

NiYK— Willii  Alston,  Theodonu  Bailey,  PhuiDBl 
Buhc^  Robert  Broirn,  Gabriel  CLriWip,  Mmtthew 
atj,  Wmiam  C.  C.  awbonio,  John  Gondii,  Thomaa 
T,  Dbtib,  John  D«w«oB,  George  Dent,  Joioph  Dlek- 
ton,  Joseph  EggleRon,  Lnca«  Elmendoipb,  Samosl 
Goode,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  GrefQt,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Joieph  HelMar,  William  H.  Hill,  David  Holmei, 
Gwrga  Jaokaon,  Jamea  Jonei,  Aanm  Kitchell,  Mi- 
cbHl  Leib,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Peter  Huhleatiaig, 
Anthony  New,  John  Kicholai,  Jneeph  H.  Kiclioiaiii, 
John  Raodidph,  John  Smilie,  Jolin  SmlEh,  Samnal 
Smith,  Richard  Dobbi  ^laight,  Kiobard  Stanfbrd, 
David  Stmie,  Thomai  Sumter,  Benjamin  TaliafsiTO, 
John  ThompiOD,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Ljttla- 
bm  W.  Taiewell,  Philip  Tan  Cortlaudt,  and  Jowpb 
B.  Vamom, 

WmHBDAT,  December  10. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  UaTrmw  Lroir, 
from  Vermont,  appeiared,  «nd  took  his  seat  In 
the  Honse. 

MouioUum  to  WathinffUm. 

The  Honse  went  into  a  CommittM  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bUl  for  erecting  a  Mansolcnm  to 
the  memory  of  Oaoaoi  WasHnreroii. 

Mr.  AuTOv  was  in  hopes,  when  he  flrat 
made  the  motion  now  under  cousideraUon,  that 
a  question  would  have  been  taken  upon  the 
amendment  withont  debate  ;  but,  as  nis  wish 
upon  that  snl^ect  had  not  been  complitvd  with, 
he  held  it  to  be  his  duty  to  give  to  the  Honse 
''~e  reasons  which  actuated  him. 

He  said  that  he  by  no  means  wished  to  de- 
tract any  thing  from  the  merit  of  that  iUnatri- 
ous  character  whose  memory  we  were  now 
abont  to  perpetuate ;  that  it  was  his  wish  that 
his  character  might  be  handed  to  the  lateat 
posterity  nnimpaired,  and  that  he  really  thought 
the  amendment  equally  calcnlated  to  efibct  that 
deorable  purpose  with  tbe  bill ;  that  the  diSer- 
eooe  id  expense  was  a  matter  of  importance  to 
the  petqde  of  thia  ooimtry ;  that  the  expense  of 
a  mansoletun,  from  the  beet  information  he  had 
been  able  to  collect,  wonld  amount  to  at  least 
160  or  9200,000;  that  a  monument,  such  as 
was  contemplated  by  the  amendment,  wonld 
not  cost  more  than  one  tenth  aa  much  as  s 
mausoleum,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill  as  It 
now  stood.  Indeed,  be  believed  that  the  bare 
expense  of  interring  the  remains  ot  Oeneral 
WABHUtoTOV  in  a  mansolenm  wonld  cost  as 
much  as  the  proposed  monnment. 

Ur.  A.  said  he  considered  Congress  pledged, 
as  fiur  as  the  resolntion  of  the  last  session  went ; 
that  the  genUeman  troia  Uassachusetts,  (tit. 
One,)  who  was  up  a  few  day  ago  upon  thia 
subject,  had  requested  information ;  io  answer 
to  which  he  hadonlyto  observe  that  if  that  gen- 
tleman wonld  have  given  himself  the  tronble  to 
have  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
sesuon  of  Congress  he  wonld  have  been  better 
iaformed  than  be  appeared  to  be ;  that  a  com 
mittee  equally  respectable  with  that  which  had 
retorted  the  Dill  at  the  present  time,  had  then 
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AUly  mvestiffated  the  subject,  &nd  hod  made  a 
report,  which  was  to  be  found  upon  tliejoomals 
of  the  last  sesBion  of  Congress,  reoommeDdiDg 
A  monament  sach  as  was  oontemplated  bj  the 
propoBod  amendment,  and  that  the  roqueet 
maae  b;  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  Mrs.  Washiiipton,  in  confortnlty  to  the  report 
of  that  committee,  was  for  a  munnmeot;  to 
which  request  she  had  consented ;  he,  therefore, 
oonndered  Oongreu  as  pledged  tlrns  far  aud  no 
brther ;  that  a  motion  was  made  In  this  House 
to  change  the  monument  to  a  mansolanm ;  that 
the  recent  death  of  General  Washibotok  at 
■  Omt  time,  prevented  any  person  from  opposing 
anj  measure  which  was  offered,  let  the  expense 
be  what  it  woold ;  but  that  the  tjme  which  had 
elapsed  since,  had  enabled  the  public  mind  the 
better  to  jndge. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ln]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Connecdoot  (Mr.  Grk- 
woLo)  bad  dwelt  a  great  deal  upon  the  subject 
of  public  gratitode.  It  was  by  no  means  his 
wiali  or  intention  to  lessen  that  sentiment,  bnt 
he  said  that  he  oould  not  give  his  consent  to  an 
expensive  measare  lllce  that  oontemplated  in  the 
bill,  wben«  meaaare  &r  less  expendve,  in  his 
opinion,  would  answer  every  purpose  as  well. 

Mr.  Albtos  was  followed  by  Mr.  Hcoeb, 
who  advocated  the  erection  of  a  mausoleum. 

Mr.  Shiuk  replied.  He  considered  the  erec' 
tion  of  a  maosolenm  as  productive  of  unue- 
ceaaarj  expense,  as  a  monament  wonld  answer 
every    rational   porpoae  oontemplated  in  the 

Mr.  H.  Ln  next  spoke  at  some  length  in 
fevor  of  a  mansoleom,  uid  read  a  letter  reoelr- 
ed  from  Mr.  King,  oar  Ambasaador  at  London 
enoloeing  a  plan,  presented  to  him  by  an  emi- 
nent formgn  vtiat,  for  a  maasolemn  d  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  base,  and  the  same 
height,  the  expense  of  which  was  estimated  at 
$170,000. 

Mr.  Ceahpluc,  after  some  remarks,  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Which  motion  being  carried  withojit  a  divt- 
rion,  the  committee  rose ;  and  on  ijie  question 
to  grant  them  leave  to  tit  again,  only  three 
members  rose  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  OauipLifr  then  moved  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill  to  the  same  oommittee  that 
reported  it,  with  the  addition  of  two  members, 
which  was  carried,  and  Meflsra.  Uladobnb 
and  OniifPLiN  appointed. 

After  Mr.  Ohampuh'b  motion  for  a  recom- 
mitment of  the  Mil  to  a  select  oommittee  was 
oarriecL 

Mr.  ULAiBOBin  said  he  had  risen  to  move 
that  the  oommittee  Jnat  q>p<dnted  be  instmct- 
ed  to  inqnire  into  uie  expedienoy  of  oanring 
Into  eflect  a  reeolntion  pamd  by  the  dd  Oon- 
grees,  on  the  7th  of  Angnst  1788,  directing  an 
equestrian  statue  of  General  Vjjmts&ias  to  be 
erected  at  the  place  where  the  reddenee  of 
Congress  aholl  be  eetabliahed. 

Mr.  0,  said,  Uuit  on  a  qaestian  whiofa  ooold 


not  fail  to  excite  the  sensibility  of  ever;  Amer- 
ican heart,  it  was  a  subject  of  great  re^et  thtt 
a  division  of  sentiment  should  arise.  Tb« 
memory  of  onr  departed  patriot  lives  Id  the 
affections  of  a  grateful  country,  and  will  triimph 
over  time.  Daring  a  long  life,  so  oseMy  ind 
honorably  employed.  WisHMOTOif  had  reared 
to  himsefr  a  fkbtic  of  fiun&  &e  lustre  of  which 
can  neither  be  diminished  nor  heightened  by 
any  measnre  that  we  can  take.  Bst,  sir,  from 
a  respect  for  our  own,  as  well  ss  for  the  M.am 
of  the  nation,  we  should  endeavor  to  nnltB  m 
the  last  act  of  attention  which  we  propou  to 
show  this  venerable  character. 


expense  of  sach  a  monument  woold  be  im- 
mense, and  wonld  be  viewed  by  tntmy  is  t 
profuse  and  nseless  expenditure  of  the  psblio 
money.  He  believed  Uiat  the  statne  remm- 
mended  by  the  old  Congress  conld  be  better 
justified  npon  principles  of  economy,  and  wodd 
meet  with  more  general  snpport.  Here  Jtr.  0, 
read  from  the  Journals  of  the  old  OngitH  the 
following  resolnttonfl : 

"  Raolixd,  (nuanlmoiuly,  ten  StitM  bun;  pcMst,] 
That  iQ  equeatriau  itatne  of  General  Wuhumtm 
be  erected  at  ths  place  where  the  ndSruet  ot  Cm- 
grete  shsll  be  astabliBhed. 

"  Retalrtd,  That  the  Etatne  be  of  brcmie-Ae 
Gensral  to  be  repreMDted  in  a  RoDun  dmi,  boldiu 
a  trancbeoD  in  hii  right  hand,  and  bit  head  cudidM 
with  a  laurel  wreath.  The  statoe  ta  be  mppsttd 
by  a  marble  pedutal,  on  whieh  are  to  be  n9r«<nt«4 
in  bsMO  ralinmhe  foUowiog  pr&K^pal  evniti  rf  ^ 
war,  in  whieh  Ctaneral  VtMaaatot  oammudid  i* 
penoD,  vii:  The  eracaa&Hi  of  Boatoo— 4h*  tftan 
of  the  Heiuuu  at  Trenton— the  battle  of  Prinnun 
— the  aotian  of  Honmooth — and  the  •ontBlar  (f 
York.  On  the  npper  part  of  the  front  of  tht  padM- 
tal,tobe  engraved  ufollowi:  '  Tlia  Uuted  SnM 
in  Congress  anembled  ordered  thie  tbtat  to  la 
erected,  in  the  year  of  out  Lord,  I7SS,  in  koov  of 
Geobob  WtaaaioTtyti,  the  iUnitrioiu  Conunuilv- 
in-ehief  of  the  Amuse  of  the  Doited  SttIM  ef 
Ameriea,  dnriw  the  war  i^ioh  rindioited  sad 
nonred   theii    liberty,    aovereignty,  and  initpM- 

A  monnment  thna  derigned,  (cootiniMd  Kr. 
0.,}  would  portray  in  liveiT  oolora  the  nilittrr 
achievements  of  onr  late  Ulnstiions  Obitt,  tod 


iix.  0.  was  the  more  intereeted  in  sopportrf 
a  monnment  of  this  kind,  because  it  bad  b««D 
sanctioned  byannanimona  vote  <rf  those  veaer- 
able  philosophers  and  stateemen  who  presidtd 
in  onr  conn<nls,  at  a  time  of  the  greatest  danger, 
directed  the  storm  of  war,  and  tamed  the  ngt 
of  tyranny. 

It  was  true,  that  this  equestrian  statne  vonU 
not  eiprees  any  of  the  great  events  of  Wavise- 
TOs'a  civil  lifa  bnt,  of  these,  we  have  ahtsdy 
many  honorable  teslimoniala ;  the  fint  inerdM', 
and  which  he  hoped  wonld  be  the  last  in  don- 
bility,  was  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  Omted  StstM; 
to  this  instrument  Ins  name  was  annexed,  and 
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would  be  notloed  with  gratitode  hj  the  loTen 
c^  &eed<mi  in  eveiy  age  and  every  etime ;  this 
eit7  is  anotlier  memento  of  his  civil  life,  tud, 
if  it  should  be  the  residence  of  all  that  piety, 
viadom,  and  magnanimity,  wbioh  iras  ao  de- 
rontly  pnijed  fur  by  each  branch  of  the  Legia- 
latore,  at  the  ccanmeDoement  of  the  present 
aeeaion,  this  dty  would  Temain  an  honorable 
teatimonial  of  the  dril  virtnea  of  its  great 
fimnder. 

There  was  no  donbt,  add  Mr.  0^  bnt  that 
many  gentlemen  were  also  solidtons  that  the 
body  of  General  WAemNoroB'  Hhonld  be  de- 
pooited  within  the  walla  of  the  Capitol ;  of  this 
nnmber  Mr.  0.  was  one,  and  was  desirons  that 
a  plain  bat  neat  apartment  shonld  be  speedily 
prepared  fbr  its  reception.  But  over  his  re- 
mains, instead  of  an  expensive  monnment,  Mr. 
0-  thonght  it  most  advisable  to  place  a  plain  hot 
neat  toub-stone,  of  American  marble,  and  pre- 
pared by  an  American  artist.  And  in  order  to 
ooovey  to  posterity,  in  impmarive  longoage,  the 
feelinga  of  the  American  Tiation,  when  the  Iohh 
of  onr  patriot,  sage,  and  hero,  was  first  announc- 
ed, Mr.  C.  wished  to  see  engraved  opon  this  tomb 
the  oddreawe  of  each  Hooseof  Oongressnpon 
this  occasion  tothe  President  of  the  United  Statee, 
ttKetfaer  with  the  President's  replies  thereto. 

Kr.  O.  concluded  by  moving  Uie  instrootions 
(bUad  in  the  oommenoement  of  his  speeoh, 

Mr.  CLAiBosn  was  fidlowed  by  Means. 
Obuk  and  If  on. 

Tlie  inatTDction  to  the  committee,  moved  by 
Mr.  Glai8oss>,  with  a  slight  modiflcatimi,  was 


UoNDAT,  December  16. 
Another  memtwr,  to  wit,  Tnoiua  PiNCKiraY, 
from  Booth  Carolioa,  appeared,  and  took  his 
■eat  ia  the  Honse. 

Thdesdat,  December  18. 
Another  member,  to  wit,    Jucu   Bhk&r, 
from  New  Hampshire,  appeared,  and  took  hig 
teat  in  the  Honse. 

Fbhut,  December  19. 
J/ovMJnmto  Wathinffbm. 
lb.  H.  Ixa,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  several  propontiona  made  com- 
memorative of  the  services  of  GaoBOK  WASHixa- 
TOX,  reported  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  manso- 
lenm,  differing  in  no  other  respects  frvm  the 
former  bill  reported,  except  as  to  the  materials 
of  which  the  mansolemn  ia  to  be  constrocted  j 
the  preeent  biU  directing  if  to  be  made  of  sUne, 
the  former  one  directing  it  to  be  made  of  mar- 
Ue.  Hesudthattheoommittee,  after  matm«1y 
conaiderinK  the  relative  merits  of  all  the  plann 
propoeed,  had  preferred  the  mansoleam,  as  well 
frcmita  anperior  dnraMllty  as  cheapness,  to  any 


TdkbsjlT,  December  28. 
MMVtoleum  to  Wathingtofi, 

Mr.  H.  Lke  moved  the  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a 
mansolenm  to  Giokoii  WuHisaToir. 

On  this  qneetion  the  Honse  divided — yeas  49^ 
nays  84. 

Mr.  MoBBiB  took  tlie  chair,  and  read  the  MB 
by  parurapha. 

Mr.  H.  IxK  said  the  merits  of  the  bill  hod 
been  so  often  discossed,  and  the  mbject  was  so 
delicate,  that  he  wonld  not  again  offer  his  sen- 
timents generally  on  it.  As  it  was  the  opinion 
of  several  members,  that  the  dimensions  of  tlie 
mansolenni  should  not  be  fixed  in  the  law,  bat 
that  they  shonld  be  governed  by  the  sum  ap- 
propriated, he  moved  to  strike  ont  "  100  feet 
at  tne  base  and  of  proportionate  dimensions." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  Lis  then  moved  an  amendment  con- 
fining the  groond  on  which  the  mansolenm 
ahowd  be  erected  to  public  property. 

Mr.  IIaxpeb  opposed  the  amendment,  which 
was  lost,  only  81  meralwrs  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  H.  LzE  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank, 
fixing  the  som  to  be  appropriated  for  erecting 
the  mansolenm,  with  $900,000. 

Mr.  Sinux  said  he  hoped  the  House  wonld 
not  with  its  eyee  open  go  into  a  measure  that 
might  involve  Incalcntable  expense.  It  wa» 
proposed  to  appropriate  |200,000.  This  was 
prob^ly  bnt  a  smul  part  of  what  wonld  be- 
nltimately  required;  kdA.  when  the  thing  wa» 
onoe  begnn,  it  mnst  be  completed,  cost  wnat  it 
wonld.  If  the  architect  wonld  give  secnrity 
for  BccompliBhing  the  work  for  $200,000  h» 
wonld  not  be  so  mneh  opposed  to  it  Bnt^  as 
it  stood,  he  was  opposed  to  it,  aa  a  useless  ex- 
penditnre  of  pnbUc  money. 

Mr.  EABPKXsddthe  old  story  wasog^mng- 
in  their  ears.  An  oljeot,  in  itself  highly  im- 
portant, was  proposed,  and,  forsooth,  beoanse 
it  cost  some  money,  on  the  groond  of  economy 
it  mnst  he  r^ected. 

He  wonld  ask  the  gentieman  Just  np  whether 
he  knew  any  thing  about  the  expense  of  a  man- 
solenm )  And  yet  not  profiesing  to  be  inform- 
ed, profeeeing  indeed  to  know  little,  he  had  put 
his  vagne  oon|ectnrea  in  the  room  of  eatimote* 
formed  with  deliberation  by  artists  of  the  first 
eminence.  These  cUmorons  obiections  were 
well  nndwstood.  Their  sole  object  was  ai 
eaptandim  vulfut ;  to  create  alarm  abont  what 
was  termed  nselees  expense.  They  were  in< 
tended  fbr  nothing  else. 

To  satisfy  the  solidtnde  of  gentlemen  an 
artist  of  talents  nniversally  acknowledged  had 
been  dedred  to  fhmtsh  an  estimate;  which 
estimate  stated  that  a  pyramid  of  100  feet  base 
wonld  cost  $67,000.  Thia  was  the  estimate  of 
an  artist  of  snch  accuracy  that  in  the  greatest 
work  ever  undertaken  in  America,  and  the  great- 
eet,  perhaps,  of  ita  kind,  ever  imdertaken  in  the 
world,  (he  alluded  to  the  water  works  of  Phil». 
delphio,)  the    expense  actaally  incurred  haA 
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fsllen  short  of  the 
oy  had  characterized  his  plan  and  eieontion 
of  the  Bonk  of  PeniuylvaniB,  -which  was  pro- 
bably the  greatest  work  of  the  kind  executed 
la  this  country.  And  yet  the  gentleman  trom 
PenneylTsnia  will  pUoe  bis  TSKoe  doubts,  and 
(Ur.  E&XPEB  be^ed  pardon  for  the  expres- 
sioo)  hia  total  -want  of  knowledge  against  the 
adcolationa  of  a  mao  of  praoticar  science. 

Tlie  geDtlemaa  had  asked  vhetbar  any  one 
oonld  be  found,  who  would  be  responsible  for 
the  eiecation  of  the  work  for  the  proposed 
snra.  Mr.  Harfeb  said,  if  it  were  proper  for  a 
member  of  that  House  to  say  so,  he  would  nn- 
dertake  himself  to  erect  a  mausoleum  of  ISO 
feet  base,  and  ISO  feet  high,  for  (200,000  ;  and 
for  the  performance  of  his  engitgement  he  could 
giro  the  most  nnqnestionable  security,  such  as 
eve^  member  of  that  House  would  approve. 
He  further  belieTed  that  the  artist  before  allud- 
ed to,  if  reqnired,  would  give  the  necessary 
eecority.  The  accnracy  of  the  eetimato  hsd 
been  teeted  by  erery  oironmstance  that  the 
natore  of  the  case  admitted.  The  same  oonrse 
had  been  pnisoed,  in  this  case,  that  every  raa- 
•enable  nua  wu  acciMomed  to  take  in  his  own 
private  conoems.  Every  anch  individual,  who 
designed  baildiui  a  house  obtuned  first  an  esti- 
mate from  a  skiutd  workman,  which  satisfied 
him.  If  men  acted  not  in  this  way,  there  could 
be  no  progress  in  human  improvements. 

Afler  this  iDformation,  furnished  by  such  an 
artist,  gentlemen  ought  to  be  satisfied  without 
opposingto  it  their  own  cmde  conceptions;  and 
Mr.  Habpek  said  he  hoped  they  would  cease  to 
talk  on  a  sobject  on  which  they  were  so  igno- 
rant>  until  they  became  better  informed. 

It,  MiooN  did  not  see  the  subject  in  the  same 
Ught  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  was  dispos^  to  pay  the  greatest  respect  to 
his  talents,  bnt  he  could  not  give  np  his  own 
opinion.  The  estimates  made  by  the  artist 
amounted  to  (140,000 ;  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  required  (200,000.  Does  not  this  show 
that  the  gendemen  themselves  have  not  confided 
In  the  estimate  of  the  artist  t 

Mr.  H.  Le>  explained,  and  sud  that  he  thought 
the  most  proper  plan  for  adoption  was  that  of 
Mr.  Wect ;  pnrsidug  that  plan,  (200,000  might 
be  required,  as  there  would  be  interior  arruige- 
ments  to  make,  additional  to  those  contem- 
plated by  the  estimate. 

Mr.  Macob  said  he  thought  9140,000  wonld 
be  snfflcienL    He  knew  not  how  to  reconcile 
the  difference  between  the  estimate  mode  in 
Philadelphia  and  that  mode  in  Wasliingtoi 
the  flrat  was  only  (67,000 ;  which  was  a  sn 
much  below  any  calcnlatod  here.    He  did  n 
pretend  to  any  information  on  this  sabjeot,  and 
the  various  modifications  the  bill  had  under- 
gone, convinced  him  that  no  member  was  well 
acquainted  with  it.    The  estimates  differed  ma- 
tensJly  from  each  other.    They  could  not  there- 
fore aU  be  correct.    He  could  not,  from  tjiese 
cooNderaliona,  feel  oonfidenoe  in  the  estimates 
of  the  gentieman  from  South  Oartdina,  («  ttie 


other  gentieman ;  for  if  they  really  p 

rrect  information,  how  came  they  so  radically 

differ ;  and  the  committee  itself  to  propose  so 
many  alterations  in  the  original  bill  t 

Mr.  Shiux  replied  to  Mr.  Hisfeh.  The  ob> 
Jeot  of  his  remarks  was,  to  show  that  Mr.  H. 
possessed  as  littie  informatioa  on  the  sabject  as 
himself- 

Mt,  KurtBDOx. — The  snbetance  of  what  the 
gentleman  says,  is  that  he  wanta  to  do  nothing. 
He  had  long  thought  so,  and  he  was  now  con- 
firmed In  his  opinion.  When  the  man,  whose 
lose  the  world  deplored,  departed  from  ns,  we 
were  idl  shrouded  with  sorrow ;  the  moamM 
event  awakened  onr  deepest  regrets ;  and  reao- 
lutioDs  expressive  of  the  national  affliction  at 
'    death,  and  oommemoradve  ot  his  eerviocB, 

«  unanimously  passed  by  both  House*  of 

Congress.  Those  resolutions  were  not  carried 
into  immediate  efibct,  owing  to  the  disagree- 
ment of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature^ 
Now,  whenwe  propose  to  oorry  them  into  effect, 
objections  are  started  to  every  measure  ofiisred ; 
omectiona  that  rise  eternally  in  onr  horisHi; 
which,  whenever  we  pnrsoe,  fly  from  onr  reach, 
and  which,  always  moving  in  a  rirde,  we  can 

iver  overtake. 

Gentlemen  t^  ns  they  are  muoenstoined  b> 
.^«nd  public  money  without  estimat«a.  To 
satisfy  the  vigilance  of  their  economy  wo  obtain 
them.  They  then  teU  ns  they  are  inaoourate; 
their  objection  arises  from  a  want  of  detail; 
they  wish  a  minute  statement  ot  each  eepsnte 
charge.  Agun,  we  consent  to  gratify  that 
wishes,  anxious  for  their  sanction  to  our  mees- 
ures,  that  they  may  express  the  onanimons  sen- 
timent of  Congress.  We  produce  an  e^mate 
as  minute  as  was  ever  furnished  by  an  artist  on 
any  occasion.  The  total  amount  of  estimated 
expense  is  (140,000,  and  to  avoid  the  necenity 
of  calling  on  0<ingre9s  again,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  asks  for  (200,000. 

StJtl,  aftor  all  oar  trouble  and  solicitode  to 
sotis^  the  scruples  of  gentiemen,  they  CMttJnne 
to  ni^  objections.  One  gentleman  eays  the 
estimate  mode  at  Philadelphia  differs  from  that 
made  here ;  another  gentieman  will  not  confide 
in  any  estimate,  and  another  wants  security. 

Does  it  beoome  the  ^v^'ty  of  the  Honse  thna 
to  be  occupied  with  trifling  objeotifms  on  such 
a  subject;  and,  in  the  spirit  of  bai^ning,  to 
waste  its  time  in  saving  a  few  dollars) 

Many  gentlemen,  aniioas  for  this  meoeore, 
had  agreed  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  it, 
hoping  thereby  to  accommodate  oth«-  gentle- 
men in  their  views,  and  expecting  nltinoatcly  a 
unanimous  voto.  But  he  now  abandmied  iL 
He  saw  no  period,  to  objecUono.  Much  tinte 
hod  already  been  idly  wasted.  They  bad  de- 
layed too  long  to  do  what  onsht  to  nave  htai 
done  at  once.  Let  us  then  take  the  qoeation  at 
once,  and  get  rid  of  it,  thou^  a  veto  abonld  be 
passed  upon  the  bill. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  filling  np  the 
blank  with  (200,000,  and  carried— yeea  41, 
nays  88. 
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Mr.  Dot  moTed  to  amend  the  aeolioD  appro- 
pritting  the  Bum,  by  mbstitDlJng  the  word 
"for,"  in  the  room  of  the  word  "towaida," 
which  would  &x  the  whde  snm  to  be  appro- 
pristed,  iiutead  of  leaving  it  nncartalD.  Agreed 
to. 

The  committee  then  tom  and  reported  the 
bDl  aa  amended.  On  the  qaeition  to  agree  to 
file  $200,000  apprc^uiated,  the  Honae  divided — 
jeaa  41,  najs  88. 

The  Spulkkb  then  pnt  the  qneatdon  on  «n- 
gronns  ttte  bill  fbr  a  third  readms. 

Mr.  CI.AIBORKB  waa  opposed  to  tbe  engroaaing 
of  the  MIL  He  hoped  no  gentleman  would  a»- 
(ribe  his  (nipodtion  to  a  want  of  respect  to  the 
meniorf  of  our  great  patriot  His  respect  for 
this'  iUnstriooB  oharscter  had  been  almost  coe- 
val with  bia  life,  and  would  follow  him  to  hia 
grave. 

He  waa  cHtpoaed  to  a  manaoleiun,  becanae  it 
woold  not  be  ao  rei^eotfal  to  the  memory  of 
V*8BiitoToir,  as  the  eqnwtrian  statne  directed 

Stiie  old  Oonmaa,  who  had  directed  the  bnt- 
dnring  onr  BevolntaoBaiT  straggle,  and  for 
whose  ebnraoter  be  felt  tlie  bwhest  veneration. 
.The  present  Government  coud  not  reftise  to 
carry  into  effect  this  act  of  the  old  Congresa, 
witboat  a  violation  of  moral  principle.  He  pre- 
ferred a  atatae  to  B  manaolecra,  because  the 
fbnner,  tram  repreaenttng  the  form  and  the  fba- 
tnres,  would  inspire  the  beholder  with  more 
lively  emotiuia  tlian  a  mass  of  stones  formed 
into  ft  pyivnid. 

Were  the  expense  of  a  statne  greater  than  that 
of  a  mansoleam,  he  wonld,  notwithstanding, 
prefer  it ;  but  be  beUeved  the  reverse  wonld  be 
tbe  hat.  Be  not  only  wished  a  statne  rused, 
bnt  also  was  in  favor  of  an  immediate  appro- 
priatimi  for  d^Kwting  the  remaiDS  of  onr  de- 
parted fiiend  within  these' very  walls,  ia  snch  a 
manner  as  would  not  disgrace  them. 

Hr.  Chakplik  liad  heretofore  Tot«d  from  a 
qnrit  of  oonolliation.  He  was  now  not  a  little 
■uprised  to  find  the  gentlemen  from  TenDeseee 
and  Bonth  Omxtlina  (Ur.  OLAmoRm  and  Hr. 
Ajunos)  opposed  to  a  mansolenm,  though  their 
names  appeared,  ftom  an  inspection  of  the  JouT' 
nals  of  last  seamoD,  among  those  who  were  then 
in  &Tor  of  iL 

He  emuidcTed  smansolenm  as  pref^ble  to  a 
tttctaa,  because  the  first  wsa  calonlated  to  cele- 
brate sB  the  Tirtnea  of  the  statesman,  as  w«dl  as 
the  hOTO,  while  the  latter  wooU  be  limited  to 
his  militBry  en>loits. 

Great  opposition  had  been  made  to  the  ereo- 
tioa  of  a  mansolenm,  with  the  profteaed  view 
of  avinding  expense,  and  1  admit  generally  that 
eemomy  ongbt  to  be  observed,  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.  Bat  on  an  occasion  nigiily 
interesting  to  the  feelings,  and  deeply  involving 
the  obaracter  of  the  notion,  even  the  appearance 
of  pardmony  shoold  lie  carefully  avoiued.  It  is 
iifimmnrj'  to  consider  the  notare  and  magnittide 
of  tbe  object  for  which  money  is  required.  It 
is  not  aslied  for,  in  the  present  instaooe,  to 
commemorate  a  man  diatin^niahed  only  on  the 


field  of  battle.  It  isnotwanted  togntifyf^ily 
prid&  or  to  raise  a  monument  of  daspotjo  power 
and  slavish  snbmission.  It  is  to  be  f^iraish^  l>y 
a  great  and  free  people,  to  record,  in  a  mann^ 
worthy  of  themselveo,  their  gratJtnde  fbr  the 
important  services  tendered  to  thou  by  one  of 
their  fellow-citizens ;  the  frnits  of  which  I  can- 
not bat  hope  will  be  mjoyed  and  reoogniied  by 
fttnre  generations.  We  are  called  upon  by  the 
pnblia  voice  to  ereet  a  monument  soited  to  tha 
character  of  Washhtotoii,  who  has  been  em- 
phatically styled,  lh»  man  qf  CAs  o^  and  whose 
virtnee  may,  by  the  record  we  shall  make  of 
them,  become  tbe  property  of  distant  ages. 
These  virtues  wul  donbtless  be  the  theme  of 
me  sUe  biographer,  and  it  is  wished  that  pos- 
terity may  not  search  in  vain  for  some  striking 
evidence  of  our  acknowledgment  of  them.  It  is 
indeed  of  infinite  importance  to  civil  sodety, 
that  the  memory  of  that  great  man  should  be 
perpetuated  by  every  means  in  our  power.  We 
may  thus  sow  the  seeds  of  virtue,  honor,  and 
patriotism,  in  onr  country.  He  will  be  bold  np 
a  model  to  which  the  finger  of  wisdom  wifl 
constantly  point,  to  which  the  attention  of  yonth 
will  be  irraiistibly  drawn,  and  the  mind  of  every 


woold  be  a  stmctnre  well  calonlated  to  resist 
the  ravages  of  time.  As  to  the  Iiand  ot  man, 
at  least  t^  dvilised  man,  wa  need  not  gnard 
agunst  it  The  depository  of  the  a^ee  of 
WAsmsaToir  will  never  be  saailed  by  it  It 
may  indeed  be  attacked  by  the  mthless  hand 
of  some  invading  barbarian.  Bnt  its  only  ee- 
onrity  against  snch  on  attack  must  l>e  dnived 
firom  tlie  courage  and  fortitude  of  tbe  people  of 
the  United  Statea.  Audi  trust  they  will  never 
tamely  yield  up  the  land  of  their  forefathers. 

Ur.  BiBD  was  against  the  bill,  because  it  pro- 
posed the  erection  of  a  mausoleum,  which  would 
not  be  equal  to  the  ol^eot  fbr  which  It  was  raised 
without  the  expenditure  ofa  vast  stun  of  money ; 
whereas  a  statne  could  be  made^  somewhat  cor- 
respondent to  the  occasion,  for  a  moderate  sum. 
It  was  in  vain  for  gentlemen  to  talk  abont  a 
structure  commensurate  to  the  oUect  Such  a 
thing  was  impoeaible.  He  moved  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill  to  a  GMumittee  of  the  whole 

The  quulion  being  put,  the  House  divided — 
ayes  89,  noes  89;  and  it  passed  in  the  negative 
by  Hie  casting  vote  of  tbe  Btuxxb. 

Ifr.  Bhspasd  sud,  I  will  do  as  much  as  any 
man  to  hMior  the  memory  of  WiaBHieroir.  I 
have  fought  and  bled  with  him  several  times. 
I  have  always  supported  and  will  continue  to 
support  him.  But  on  the  score  of  expense,  I 
think  we  are  going  too  &r.  I  will  go  so  far  as 
to  have  his  remains  placed  decently  within  these 
walls.  Fnrtherlwitl  notgo;  forldonottbiuk 
we  have  a  right  to  throw  away  the  publio 
mon^. 

Mr.  Uxoon  delivered  hb  reasonsagdust  a  man- 
soleum,  and  in  favor  of  an  equestrian  statne ;  and 
among  other  remarkE^  said,  ttie  idea  that  a  man- 
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Boleum  would  be  equal  to  the  character  of 
WABHisflTON,  was  preposterooa.  Few  individ- 
nels  in  the  world  were  cwable  of  drawing  hia 
character.  In  a  few  words,  he  wonld  aaj  that 
no  cbareoter  that  bad  ever  lived  was  eqaal  to 
biro,  sod  it  was  his  firm  belief  that  the  world 
would  Deyer  see  his  equal 

Mr.  Bkown  thought  General  Wabwibqtoii  the 
beat  nian  that  had  ever  lived ;  and  he  was  sar- 
prised  at  the  ideas  of  gentlemen  on  the  gronnd 
of  expense.  If  the  maoBolenin  were  agreed  to, 
It  wonld  not  cost  each  penon  in  the  United 
Btstee  foar  cents ;-  and  if  the  eqnestrian  stat 
were  also  made,  (which  he  hoped  would  also 
done,  for  the  sake  of  general  aooonunodation,) 
it  wonld  not  cost  more  than  two  cents.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  some  gentlemen  were  HTerse 
to  doing  anj  thing,  though  thej  did  not  wish 
the  people  to  think  so. 

Ur.  Alston  wonld  not  hare  risen,  had  he  not 
been  marked  by  the  gentleman  Irom  Bbode 
Idaod  as  an  object  of  inconsistency. 

Ur.  OHAioijaf  expl^ned  bj  aa;fing  be  did  not 
■neon  to  oensnie  the  genUeman  fbr  Us  change 
of  opiiUon,  f<ff  which  be  doobHees  had  good 
reasons. 

Ur.  AuTOH. — Let  the  measorea  of  Congress 
be  reTieved,  and  it  wotild  appear,  that  the 
Hooae  itself  and  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  had  been  as  inconsistent  as  himself!  He 
would  appeal  to  the  gentleman  wbetber  it  was 
more  honorable  to  desert  his  dnty  and  fly  a  Tote^ 
than  to  act  as  he  bad  done) 

Ur.  HnoBB  said  It  waa  nnneocesaiy  at  tbis 
time  to  take  into  view  the  old  argnmenta  tbat 
had  been  urged.  The  propositdon  of  the  geih 
tleman  from  Tenneesee,  for  an  eqneetrian  at^oe, 
was theonlroneheshooldnotice.  Soimpreasea 
was  be  with  the  inodeqnaoy  of  a  common  statne 
to  express  the  gratitude  of  America,  that  he 
wonld  rather  have  notbing  done,  than  to  have 
what  was  done  in  this  bacUianded  waj. 

Be  was  disposed  to  treat  with  respect  the 
acts  of  the  old  Oougrees.  Bnt  the  act,  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  alluded,  and 
whidi  he  wished  this  Honse  exolo^velj  to  oany 
into  effect,  was  passed  in  reference  to  the  mili- 
tarj  exploits  of  Gen.  Wabhtnoton,  beoanse,  at 
the  time  it  was  passed,  his  life  had  been  most 
ohartkoterized  bj  them.  Since  that  period  cir- 
onmstanoea  bad  changed.  If  we  are  bound  by 
the  acts  of  the  old  Congress,  are  we  not  eqnally 
bonnd  bj  those  of  the  last  session  t  If  you  adopt 
the  ideas  of  the  gentleman,  do  jon  not  hold  out 
tlie  Oommander-in-ehief  of  the  American  Army 
as  deserving  a  splendid  monument,  and  the  &- 
ther  of  the  ooostitution  and  other  great  dvil  acta 
aa  deserving  nothing  ? 

Witbont  any  concert  whatever,  a  remarkable 
ooncnrrence  had  taken  place  iMtween  West, 
n-nmbnll,  and  other  respectable  artista,  who 
■11  gave  an  unequivocal  preferentw  to  a  mauso- 
leum  ;  'which,  in  his  opinion,  wuold  he  far  lees 
expenmve  than  a  statue.  The  expense  of  the 
Utter,  as  would  appear  from  an  estimate  In  the 
offioe  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  could  not  be 


leas  then  forty  thousand  guineas,  deUvenble  K 
Paris ;  and  wbea  the  additional  tiMipt  of  trai»- 
portation,  insurance,  and  other  inddeotal  ex- 
penses, were  considered,  be  was  persuaded  it 
could  not  be  completed  for  lees  than  t«c  cr 
three  hnndred  thousand  dollars. 

Ur.  J.  0.  BwTB  considered  the  Govenimsnl 
as  pledged  to  do  that  which  they  had  procuted, 
and  which  the  national  feeling  required. 

Mr.  Bahdolpb  must  conuder  the  present  h 
a  tedious  and  uselees  debate.  The  gentlansn 
had  declared  the  Govermneot  to  be  pledged.  To 
whom  were  they  pledged,  and  for  what  t  It 
was  to  the  reliee  of  the  deceased  ;  to  have  tltem 
placed  within  these  walls.  For  this,  there  irere 
the  strongest  reasons,  as  such  a  measare  wonld 
be  agreeable  to  the  venerable  lady  to  whom  bo 
had  been  nnited.  If  then  they  were  so  pkdged, 
why  vidate  this  pledge,  by  referring  uie  bna- 
ness  to  the  Secretary  of  Btate,  <^  the  Trtasoiy, 
of  War,  and  of  the  Navy  ;  tbongh  what  etn- 
nection  there  was  between  the  office  of  ibe  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  and  the  perfonuanoe  of  th» 
Uust,  he  oonld  not  tellt 

Cue  consideration  with  him  was  insuperabk 
The  departure  from  the  original  plan  tended, 
unjustly,  and  most  oruelly,  however  pnie  the 
intention,)  to  violate  the  feelings  of  aladj,  to 
much  troubled  already. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SuTB  said  it  had  been  deoland )? 
some  gentlemen  that  the  reputation  ef  Wub- 
nroTOK  mi^t  be  safely  confided  to  the  recoid 
of  history.  Was  it  the  opimon  of  those  gmlle- 
men  that  tlie  record  was  to  be  found  in  ths 
charge  of  murder  aoiunst  that  illoftrioa  diar- 
aoter  ?  Was  it  to  be  found  in  the  patriotic  ef- 
ftaaioDS  of  men  who  had  pronomwed  all  ex|ne- 
eions  of  national  gratitude  a  mockny  <rf  voe, 
and  had  declared  that  it  waa  high  IJme  for  those 
who  were  the  rinoere  apostles  of  liberty  to  be 
done  with  sooh  foolery ;  or  waa  it  to  be  ftnnd 
in  the  dennndBtions  of  a  i    '   '  ■  ^  l_ 

a  State  that  perpetually  I 
Bepuhlicanism  ? 

Mr.  HupcB  could  not  bnt  regret  that  a  gw 
tleman,  who  poasessed  so  lively  ft  repet  for  tbe 
venerable  lady  alluded  to,  should  have  ezhilntr 
ed  in  this  disonsaion  so  gluing  a  owMmt  be- 
tween his  profeenons  and  bis  actions,  by  intro- 
dudng  that  lady  into  the  debate,  and  inddi- 
oately  expressing  her  wishes,  in  referenee  to 
the  place  where  the  relioe  of  her  deceased 
partner  should  be  deposited.  Was  it  conceira- 
hie  that  to  ber  the  place  oonld  be  of  onv  im- 
portance t  Or  waa  it  possible  that  this  lloae 
could  be  enslaved  by  the  trifling  drcunutanM 
of  the  loeuM  in  guo,  or  that  the  paltry  eoBsden- 
tion  attending  an  action  of  troBp^m  could  be 
gravely  introdoced  into  Bocb  a  debate.  All 
that  this  venerable  lady  aaya  amonnts  to  thi% 
that,  accustomed  from  the  example  at  ber  de- 
ceased fHend  to  obey  the  national  wishes,  *be 
submitted  to  that  dis}ioeition  of  his  rwiuint  that 
Congress  may  make.  Shall  we,  tiieo,  In  viola- 
tion of  the  plain  meaning-  of  ber  wordv  ot- 
ter into  wbiipors  ot  htmaj  mpee6ag  widtet, 
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which,  from  bis  knoirledge  of  her  good  iense, 
he  wiwpetBnsded  had  nerw been  uttered  t 

Mr.  RAMsoLFa  rote  to  explain.  He  bad  sel- 
thoT  said,  nor  intended  to  taj,  that  lie  poeeesaed 
any  knowledge  beside  that  which  appeared  on 
the  jonmaJa  ;  and  from  that  ksowteu^  he  was 
Justified  in  Ba;png  that  Mrs.  WABimioToir'a  com- 
pliance, BB  eipresEed  b;  her,  waa  not  with  any 
pnblic  will  that  mif^ht  be  expressed,  bnt  witD 
that  will  which  bad  been  alreadj  expressed. 
Whatever  iiisiuDAeJODStha  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Carolina  maj  mean  to  oonvej,  his  feelings  of  re- 
spect for  every  woman  were  sacred  i  nor  were 
they  limited  to  that  sex  alone.  He  was  not  lis- 
poaed  on  this  occasion  to  take  the  advice  of  the 
gentleman,  who  jndging  me  bj  bis  own  heart, 
wd  Mr.  R.,  may  imagine  me  capable  of  diaro- 
spect  to  the  sex. 

Iff.  Habprk  wished  the  gentleman  wonid 
avoid  any  farther  inferraption,  and  reserve  bis 
remarks  nntil  he  was  done.  He  did  not  know, 
nor  was  he  concerned  to  inqaire  into  the  mo- 
tives of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Such  in- 
qnir;  wonid,  of  all  others,  be  the  least  profitable 
or  interesting,  either  to  the  House  or  to  him- 
eelf.  Neither  had  he  any  idea  of  ^ving  advice 
which  that  gentleman  wonld  follow.  lie  well 
knew  that  it  was  the  moetbopeless  of  all  things 
to  give  advice  to  one  whoee  own  sense  of  pro- 
priety did  not  tell  him  what  wasrighL  Those, 
who  were  incapable  of  receiving  lessons  from 
their  own  minda  or  feelings,  were  not  likely  to 
receive  them  from  any  other  qnarter. 

The  feelings  ascribed  to  Mrs.  Wabhibotof 
were  nnfonnded.  The  lady  was  incapable  of 
entering  into  triSing  disputes  about  place  or 
time,  ancb  as  the  Hoose  had  this  day  witnessed. 

The  arguments,  hy  which  the  superiority  of 
a  statae  to  a  mansolenm  was  attempted  to  be 
estahlisbed,  were  fallacious.  The  form  and  fea- 
tnrea  of  onr  illnsCrioos  friend  wonld  be  preserv- 
ed withoDt,  the  erection  of  any  statne  hy  m. 
PioCnrea  by  celebrated  artiste  were  every  where 
mollqitied  and  oaDgfat  at  with  avidity  ■  and  the 
■oolptor  and  the  painter  will  be  employed  nn- 
e«asmgly  to  ke^  pace  with  the  inoreasins  de- 
tatad.  Ukeneeses  may  be  found  every  whore, 
and  aa  perfect  on  the  other  ride  of  the  Atlantic 
Mon  thi& 

A  mansolenm  would  last  for  ages,  and  wonld 
prMent  the  same  imperishable  appearance  two 
thoonnd  years  hence,  that  it  woald  now. 
Whereas  a  statne  wonld  only  remain  nntil  some 
civil  oonmlrion,  or  forogn  invarion,  or  flagi- 
tiona  conqneror,  or  lawlcw  mob,  should  dash  it 
into  atom* ;  or  till  some  invading  barbarian 
■hoold  tran^KM  It  aa  a  troph;  of  his  guilt  to  a 
fordgn  shore. 

I  have  beheJd,  aaid  Ifr.  H.,  a  monument  erect- 
ed to  a  man,  onoe  eonridered  as  the  patron  of 
America,  dcAced,  matilated,  its  head  broken  ofT, 
prostrated  with  the  gronnd.  A  statue,  erected 
or  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  perpetoate  the 
virtoea  of  a  man  to  tatan  ages,  had  been  de- 
stroyed. 

Bciido, »  atatm  wu  minute,  triTiol,  and  per- 


ishable. It  was  a  monnment  ereeted  to  all  that 
crowd  of  estimable  bnt  snbordlnate  personagas, 
that  soar  in  a  region,  elevated  indeed  above 
common  character,  bnt  which  was  infinitely  h«- 
iow  that  occupied  by  Washihgtos. 

The  greatest  honor  which  this  conntir  ever 
has  received,  the  greatest  honor  which  ft  ev«r 
could  receive,  was  derived  from  nambering  with 
its  sons  the  immortal  WAsmnoTon. 

Shall  then  a  mistaken  spirit  of  economy,  and 
a  still  more  mistaken  Jealousy  arrest  nst  Hon- 
or him,  it  is  true,  we  cannot.  The  world  has 
charged  itself  with  that  task.  Posterity,  as  long 
as  the  world  shall  endnre,  will  celebrate  hia 
virtnes  and  hia  talents  ;  those  virtUM  and  tal- 
ents of  which  every  ingredient  of  their  happi- 
ness will  be  a  perpetual  evideaoe,  Bnt  thongfa 
we  cannot  honor  him,  we  may  dishonor  oor- 
selves  ;  tboagh  we  cannot  increase  the  lustre  of 
his  fame,  we  may  show  onr  own  meanness, 
cowardice,  spite,  and  malice  ;  and  show  an  a»- 
toiUshed  world  that  we  are  deplorably  nnworthy 
of  the  high  honor  conferred  by  Nature  in  giv- 
ing OB  a  WABHINOTOir. 

1  am,  aaid  Mr.  II.,  awfully  impressed  bj  the 
snbject.  I  sink  nnder  the  aublimitytbatsDr- 
ronnds  it.  No  words  can  reach  it ;  mine  are 
totally  inadeqtiate  ;  to  the  feelings  of  the  House 
then  it  must  he  submitted  :  they,  after  antici- 
pating all  that  genius  or  eloqnenoe  can  say,  will 
still  fcr  surpass  their  boldest  effusions. 

Mr.  Randolpk  was  very  nnfortnnately  dtnat- 
ed,  as  he  was  compelled  to  rise,  not  in  his  own 
defence,  hat  in  defence  of  the  calnmniated  re- 
putation of  that  State  which  be  revered,  since 
from  it  he  derived  his  birth. 

I  will  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  enter  into  an  elnddai- 
tion  of  the  motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Oaiolina,  which  have  produced  ao  much  asper- 
ity, and  such  a  virulence  of  rancor  agunat  the 
State  of  Virgina,  bnt  will  onnflne  myself  to  the 
question  on  engrossing  the  bilL 

The  gentleman  bos  talked  to  ns  about  bis 
disregard  for  the  Icciu  in  giu>.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
cared  as  littie  for  the  qvo  tTiodo,  as  the  gentle- 
man did  for  the  loeui  in  quo. 

He  bad  further  told  us  that  a  statne  might  be 
overthrown  by  a  licentious  mob ;  and  that  this 
had  actnally  been  the  case  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. But,  why  had  it  been  sot  Because  that 
statue  hod  been  erected  in  the  life>time  of  the 
person  it  celebrat«d  ;  because  it  had  been  erect- 
ed under  the  Colonial  Government ;  and  be- 
cause, like  every  other  fetter  of  tyranny,  it  was 
broken  by  the  Kevoiutionary  spirit  that  estab- 
lished our  liberties. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  statues  are  raised 
for  subordinate  men,  for  this  admiral  or  that 
general,  who  may  deserve  well  of  their  country, 
but  who  do  not  merit  the  highest  distinctions  of 
national  gratitude.  If  this  measure  of  raising  a 
maoHoleum  is  to  be  only  a  cover  for  obtaining 
statues  for  temporary  aM  secondary  and  trifling 
characters,  it  may  have  a  very  alarming  influ- 
ence upon  us. 

It  is  not  easy,  fbr  a  man  of  even  leas  lennUl- 
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Ity  than  myself  to  hear  in  silence  the  State  in 
which  I  was  bom,  and  one  of  whose  Represen- 
tatives I  am,  colninnialed  In  the  miuiner  in 
which  it  bad  been  thut  day,  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Oonnectiont  and  South  Carolina.  In  de- 
fence of  that  State,  actnated  by  a  love  to  it,  and 
not  from  any  respect  to  ita  detraotore ;  not  to  re- 
pel any  imputation  of  meanness,  of  cowardice,  of 
malice,  which  the  gentleman  irom  Sonth  Caro- 
lina has  called  onra,  (meanins,  I  suppose,  his 
own,)  I  will  inform  him,  and  the  gendeman 
from  Oonnecticnt,  that  that  State  was  the  first 
to  celebrate  the  fame  of  the  Hero  of  America, 
by  erecting  a.  statne  to  bim  in  the  Oapitol  at 
lUchmond. 

The  gentleman  from  Gonoeoticnt  objects  to  a 
eonfidence  in  the  record  of  the  historian.  Does 
the  gentleman  wish  to  suppress  the  history  of 
the  political  events  of  1776  ?  Or  does  he.  be- 
lieve that  t^eee  events  will  be  handed  down  in 
■aeodstion  with  the  bloody  buoy,  and  Porcu- 
pine's works  %  Perhaps  he  has  formed  from 
Iiis  own  miod  a  proper  selection  for  onr  chil- 
dren, and  is  agidnst  the  press  handing  down  any 
thing  else  t 

Ur.  H.  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  Yir^- 
tda  had  mintated  what  he  bad  sud.  He  had 
cast  no  reflection  on  the  Stat«  of  Virginia, 
but  had  bu^y  stated  two  instancea  ot  atatnes 
orertbrown  and  destroyed,  to  iUostrate  their 

Daring  the  preceding  debate,  Ur.  Claibi 
stated  that  the  committee  to  whom  this  subject 
had  been  committed,  had  obtained  several  esti- 
mates ;  among  which  was  one  in  writing,  by 
Dr.  Thornton,  which  states  with  confidence  that 
the  expense  of  an  eqnestrian  statue  wonld  not 
•xoeed  from  eight  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  onrrency. 

After  »ome  remarks  from  Hr.  Shkpahd  and 
Hr.  Ltok,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  en- 
grossing the  bill,  and  were — yeas  44,  nays  40, 
•s  follows ; 

Teu.— Georgs  Baer,  Btdley  Bartlett,  John  Brown, 
Chriitopher  6.  Champlin,  WilUam  Cooper,  William 
Cnjk,  FrsnliUn  DaTflnpoit,  Jobn  Dennii,  George 
D«Dt,  Jowpb  Diclcion,  WilUim  Edmond,  Thomai 
ETani,  Abltil  Foster,  JonaCbin  Fresman,  Henry  Glenn, 
Samofll  Ooode,  ChHancey  Goodricti,  Elicnr  Goodrich, 
Roger  Oriiwoia,  miliun  Buij  Gnnre,  Robert  Oood- 
kM  Harper,  AnMbald  Hendenoo,  WTX&tm  IL  HIU, 
Beqjamlii  Hiwer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wlkei  Kit- 
toa,  Haniy  Lee,  Lewii  R.  Mociii,  Abraham  ViM, 
HairiioQ  G.  Otis,  Thomas  PinekDay.  Jooas  Phut, 
Lnen  PomQ,  John  Read,  Nathtn  Rnad,  John  Rot- 
ledge,  jr.,  JohnC.  Smith,  Samnel  Tenney,  Gmnge 
Thatcher,  John  Choir  Thomas,  Riohaid  Tbomu, 
Peleg  Wsdsirarth,  Ijimiwl  Williaau,  and  Henir 
Woodi. 

Nate.— \nililAlrton,  Theodoras  Bi^ey,  John  Bb^ 
Phurael  Biibcm,  Robert  Broirn,  Gabriel  Chriilie, 
Matthew  Clny,  WiDiaa  Chark*  Cole  CUibome,  John 
Condit,  John  DrnvenpOTt,  Thomas  T.  Davli,  John 
Dawnn,  Joieph  E^loitaa,  Lacaa  Elmendocph,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A  Huma,  Jonph  Hait- 
ter,  David  Holmei,  George  Jacluan,  Anon  Kicahell, 
Miehael  Lidh,  Matthew  Lyon,  James  Limi,  NaOanid 


Maoeo,  Peler  Hnhlenberg.  John  Raodolph,  Willan 
Shepard,  John  SmiUe,  John  Smitb,  Ricbvd  DotiU 
Spwf^t,  Richard  Stuiford,  Tbomat  SmoM',  Benjuniii 
TaliafeiTo,  John  Thampeas,  Abnm  Trirg,  Jalm 
Trigg,  Lyttleton  W.  Tuawcll,  PbilipTan  Cotlindt, 
and  JoM|^  B.  Vaninm. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  was  Sied  for 
Thursday  week ;  wlten  the  House  i4)aanied  to 
Tuesday,  the  thirtietb. 

TusanAT,  December  80. 
The  Senderton  eluim  tc   land  fftmrantiti  ij 

treaty  Ut  Ghiehuaa  and  Cherokt*  Jadiau. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  RoBKst  'WuuiiH, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and  look  lui 
scat  in  the  House. 

A.  memorial  of  Pleasant  Henderson  and  others 
inhabitants  of  iLe  State  of  North  CiroUno,  via 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  slating  their 
cluma  to  certain  lands  ceded  by  the  Stale  of 
Nortli  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  with  ■  R- 
servation  of  the  claims  of  the  petitiooen ;  tlw 
poeseftiion  of  which  landa  the  United  SUti;i 
nave  since  guarantied  b^  treaty  to  the  Chicb> 
saw  and  Cherokee  Indians  ;  uid  praying  nJkf 
in  tbe  premises. 

QrAared^  That  the  laid  memorial  do  lie  oi 
the  table. 

WcDinaDAT,  December  81. 

Til*  r*rHtory  */  (k^Miim. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  H.  Lvt,  the  House  weal 

into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in 

relation  to  the  Territory  of  Colnmhia. 

Mr.  RikSDOLFH  moved  to  strike  out  th  flrri 
section,  which  is  in  these  words : 

St  il  maeltd  bf  Ht  SmaU  and  Btim  if  BqrfKf- 
tativet  of  lAt  Vnittd  Btaitt  t^Awitriai  is  Qmpt-  «^ 
itmbUd,  That  the  laws  of  the  Slate  of  Vic^wl,  m 
tbey  existed  on  the  first  Mondmy  of  December,  b  lb< 
year  1800,  iball  be  and  contiiiDe  In  tint  in  tbi^l 
paitof  Ae  District  oTCalamblawhiohwHcadtdl^ 
the  sdd  State  to  the  Unltad  States,  aid  t^OasK- 
eepted  for  the  parmaaeDt  seatof  Govenmot;  ssd 
■\ta  die  Uw>  of  Oa  State  of  Maryland  uOieyBiiMd 
Q  the  lud  first  Monday  la  Deosabw,  ihill  ba  sd 
ODtinoe  in  fbne  in  that  part  of  ttis  Mid  KmHm 
hich  was  ceded  by  that  State  to  tbe  United  Staam 
and  by  them  aooeplad,  ai  afaraaaid. 

Mr.  H.  Ln  sMd,  that  be  wm  brfrm  m» 
sidering  this  biU  M  sa  Mt  of  snpvcroplit*- 
The  constitntico  had  prohibited  tbe  StoW  cf 
Virginia  and  Matyland  flmn  legi^atiiigfiff  lb* 
Territory;  and  it  now  bcoame  a  qwrtjoa. 
whether  the  existing  laws  of  tboee  Btttas  vc* 
in  fbroe,  which  qneM)<Ni  mi^t  oome  bdfare  tb* 
Jndidary.  To  obviate  bD  donbta,  Ibis  biO.  >B 
the  shape  of  a  deolaratory  one,  was  rcfortad. 
[r.  Nu»iox.Aa  said,  this  bill  b  not,  in  ny  Dps- 
.  merely  an  ant  of  snpererogatian,  but  in  act 
of  immense  misohief.  I  do  not  agree  with  a^ 
colleague  in  the  consb'netion  he  gives  the  towtt- 
tution.  He  is  of  or^ioo,  that  tbe  powm  fina 
to  Ooogrees  on  this  snl^eet  most  be  entriMii 
by  tium.    I  thttilr  diflbraatly.    Ibesa  pe«H* 
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are  like  man^  otLera  conferred,  which  may  or 
maj'  not  be  exercised.  It  had  never  l>eeD  con- 
tended that  we  are  obliged  to  carry  into  eieoa- 
tioQ  all  the  powers  with  wliich  we  are  invc^rtfd. 
It  13  troB,  that  we  have  Dearly  exhausted  the 
letter  of  onr  charter,  in  the  extent  tu  which  we 
have  gone ;  bat  this  bet  fnmtahed  no  reason 
Ibr  going  stiU  further. 

A  conatmction  contrary  to  that  contended 
fbr  had  been  given  by  Cougresa  is  the  exercise 
of  their  power.  The  act  of  acceptance  pasaed 
Iv  Congr«98,  cooflrming  the  cessions  made  by 
Virginia  and  Uaryland,  expressly  declare*,  "  that 
the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  State  within 
mch  Dbtriot  siiall  not  be  affected  by  this  accep- 
tance nntil  the  term  fixed  for  the  remoTol  of 
the  GtoTerament  thereto,  and  until  Congress 
■hall  otherwise  by  law  provide." 

Great  force  was  attacned  to  tliat  part  of  the 
ooDstitntion  which  gave  Congress  exclosive 
legislation  over  the  Territory.  But  the  same 
daoae  of  the  constitntion  gave  tlie  same  power 
over  fbrta,  magaainea,  arsenalt^  &e.  Tet  this 
power  had  never  been  aasnroed  by  OongreM.  The 
powoBBJon  of  the  right  had  heretofore  been  oon- 
■dered  aa  snfBoient ;  the  exercise  of  it  was  re- 
arared  nntil  pecniiar  circnmstances  ehoold  oc- 
cnr,  which  rendered  it  necessary. 

I  believe  the  committee  are  not  prepared  to 
•anction  this  bilL  To  sanction  it  would  be  to 
place  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  in  a  situa- 
tion for  which  they  would  not  be  thankful-  It 
would  impose  apon  them  all  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  as  they  existed  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  withoat  those  improve- 
menta  which  experience  may  suggest 

If  thia  ImQ  paned,  it  would  leave  a  considera- 
blo  portion  (n  the  inhabitanta  of  the  Territory 
withoat  any  judicial  authoritiea  to  which  they. 
ooold  appeaL  There  were  parts  of  Fairfax, 
ICcMitgoinery,  and  Prince  George's  Counties, 
which  would  have  no  courts  to  which  they 
Oonld  apply. 

Another  conaeqnenoe  that  wontd  reeolt  fhim 
the  conatmotlon  attempted  to  be  given  to  the 
oonatitntion,  wu  the  deprivation  of  the  inhabit- 
SDts  of  alt  participation  either  in  Federal  or 
State  legislation.  As,  by  the  constmction,  they 
wonld  eaasetobe the eattJeots of  Stato taxation, 
ft  ooold  not  be  expected  that  the  States  would 
permit  them,  withont  being  taxed,  to  be  repre- 
Mited. 

Coold  any  man  desire  to  place  the  citizens  of 
tha  Diabriet  in  aocfa  a  statof  To  deprive  them 
ct  the  common  ridtt  of  partiQipating  in  the  paa- 


bonnd  to  lenslate,  then  all  the  judicial  prooeed- 
ings  which  had  telen  place  since  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December,  whatever  affected  either  pro- 
party  or  persons,  were  mere  nuilitiea,  I  do  not, 
hoirever,  believe  the  constmction  to  be  sound. 
I  believe  it  oppoeed  both  to  the  spirit  of  the 
oonstitodon  and  to  the  oonatmction  hitherto 
given  by  Cmigrefla.  Bnt  were  the  constmction 
Joat,  to  adopt  the  proposed  bill  would  be  to  act 


in  a  way  inadequato  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  which,  involving  in  it  a  system  of  gov- 
ernment ibr  a  large  portion  of  cidzens,  onght 
not  to  be  acted  upon  with  precipitation,  bet 
ought  to  be  condnctod  by  the  collected  wisdom 
of  Congress  derived  from  matore  and  deliberate 
reflection. 

Mr.  II.  Laas^d,  my  ooUeagneia  wrong  in  sup- 
posing this  bill  a  part  of  a  permanent  systom. 
It  is  odIv  intended  to  cnre  an  evil  which  some 
persons  have  supposed  to  exist,  fiw  the  doubt- 
ful jurisdiction  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
Man'Iand. 

}b.  Oria  said,  thongh  I  respect  the  talents  of 
the  committee  who  bronght  in  the  tnlL  yet  I 
canifot  discover  that  it  contains  a  angle  new 
view  or  provision.  Though  I  am  myself  at  a 
loss  to  account  for  the  necesdty  of  the  bill,  the 
committee  were  certdnly  right,  if  they  enter- 
tained doubts,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
Hoose  to  them. 

By  the  first  act  of  Congreas  accepting  the  ces- 
sion, the  United  States  have  legislated  in  the 
very  way  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  now 
propoeea.  As  it  appeared  at  that  time  impos- 
sible to  fbrm  a  code  of  laws,  those  of  Maryland 
and  Vir^uia  were  confirmed  till  Congress 
should  legislate. 

If  it  were  true  that  Congress  were  boond  to 
legislate  themselves,  an  eqnal  obligation  exiated 
at  that  time  with  that  which  existed  at  present. 
Their  not  having  done  ao  was  a  strong  axga- 
mont  against  the  construction  now  contended  tor. 

To  pass  such  a  law  as  that  now  offered,  instead 
of  removing,  wonld  be  the  very  means  of  excit- 
ing donbt  The  time  may  arrive  when  Con- 
gress must  go  into  the  sDtjJect  in  detail,  and 
malce  those  provisions  that  were  necessary  for 
a  great  city.  But  at  present  such  a  step  was 
not  called  fbr :  the  Territory  had  gone  dn  very 
well  for  ten  years  vrithont  the  interposition  of 
Congress,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  continue 
for  some  time  to  come  to  do  well  without  it. 
■  Mr.  Bmn  s^d,  this  question,  in  my  opinion, 
is  susceptible  of  a  very  clear  and  precise  sola* 
tion.  Did  the  acts  of  cesuon  by  the  State^  and 
of  acceptance  by  Congress,  take  away  the  juris- 
diction of  those  States,  and  vest  it  in  Congress  I 
The  acts  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  make  a  com- 
plete cession  of  soil  and  JnrisdiotJon  to  Congress. 
This  cession  has  been  accepted  by  Congress. 
What  is  the  consequence  itf  one  sovereign  traue- 
ferring  all  jurisdiction  to  another  sovereign  f 
Does  not  the  power  that  cedes  pre  up  all  right 
whatever  to  that  which  aooepte  t  The  worda 
of  the  constitution  are  that  Congress  shall  exer- 
cise exclusive  legislation.  If  Congress  exercise 
exclusive  legislation,  does  it  not  follow  that  no 
other  body  can  exercise  any  legislation  what- 
ever? 

The  gentleman  fh>m  Virginia  (Mr.  Niohous) 
does  not  deny  the  power  altogether,  bat  limits 
it,  as  a  power  that  may  or  may  not  be  exerdsed 
by  Congress  ;  and,  in  illustration  of  his  (pinion, 
instances  the  power  to  natnraliie  and  to  pass 
bankrupt  laws.    But  the  caaea  are  not  analogous 
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These  last  are  powers  that  Oongitea  may  or 
may  not  eierciae.  The  cuiutitatioii  does  not 
apply  W  tliem  the  terra  eiclodTO ;  nor  are  they 
BliDt  ont  by  tha  actual  words  of  that  iDatrDment 
or  by  necessary  inference. 

Over  some  objects  Congreas  have  partial  au- 
thority ;  bntio  thiaoaBstheir  anthontyisabso- 
late  and  excliisive  of  all  other  ;  from  which  ir- 
reaistibly  follows  the  abaolate  oeesation  of  all 
power  in  the  oedins  body. 

It  was  nndoubtedly  the  intention  of  the  fi-am- 
ers  of  the  ooiistitntion,  that  after  this  Territory 
became  the  aotnal  seat  of  GoTemmeiit,  no  an- 
tbority  but  that  of  (Jonfrea  Aoold  be  in  force. 

The  act  of  cession  by  the  States,  after  stating 
the  terms  of  oession,  contains  a  proviso,  that  the 
power  of  legislation,  thereby  vested  in  Oongreas, 
shall  not  impair  the  force  of  the  laws  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  till  Congress  hIibII  otherwise 
bylaw  provide.  A  proviso  is  to  prevent  soipa- 
thing  from  being  done  that  witbont  it  woold  be 
done.  Oongreas  declared  the  same  thing  when 
ijiey  accepted  the  cession  with  the  same  pro- 
viso. This  provlw  tends  to  supersede  the  c«e- 
^on.  Having  this  efllBOt  it  must  &11,  as  oonflict- 
ing  with  the  act  to  which  it  is  a  proviso.  It 
mnst  be  considered  as  absolntely  void.    A  pro- 

a  is  intended  to  prevent  the  operation  of  a 


bw,  but  it  cannot  re-enact  that  law. 

A  diSbrence  of  opinion  seemed  to  exist  as  to 
the  period  when  the  powers  of  the  States  were 
snpereeded.  It  was  tne  opinion  of  some  gentle- 
men that  they  ceased  on  tJie  oompletjon  of  the 
act  of  cession.  The  committee  oontuder  them 
as  ceasing  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  of 
the  present  year.  It  beoame  the  Eoase  solemnly 
to  settle  this  point  before  they  entered  into  the 
consideration  of  a  oompUoated  system  of  gov- 
ernment. If  the  Legislative  powers  of  the  Stales 
had  ceased,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  oonse- 
qnence,  that  the  Judicial  powers  had  also  eeased. 

For  these  reasons  I  think  it  willbe  beet  to  de- 
clare that  things  shall  remain  in  *tatv  quo.  If 
the  ordinaryjnriadiotion  established  be  not  com- 
petent, it  may  easily  be  made  so. 

Mr.  Rahsoi-pb  was  not  prepared  to  enter  into 
a  disooBsion  of  the  imnortaot  point  before  the 
eommittee.  He  wonld  only  sUte  the  dilemma 
In  which  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  Bistriot  of  Oo- 
lombta  wonld  be  placed  by  the  constmction 
given  to  the  constitution  by  his  Oolle«gne,  who 
was  of  opinion  that  all  L«^Lative  and  Judicial 
powers  derived  from  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
ceased  on  the  first  Monday  of  December.  If 
this  construction  were  tme,  was  it  not  eqnally 
tnie  that  the  bill  now  proposed  would  oe  of 
the  same  validity,  and  of  no  more  validity,  than 
Qie  act  of  acceptance  passed  by  Oungress. 

From  his  being  unprepared,  what  he  offered 
was  EDbmitCed  more  m  the  form  of  hints  than 
of  oorreot  orgomenta.  Bot  it  seemed  to  him 
that  if  the  constmotion  contended  for  should 
prevail,  it  would  disfranchise  the  oorporations 
flf  Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  and  all  other 


coqrarations  within  the  District  Tould  it  not 
place  the  Territory  in  the  ntnotJoo  of  ■  coo- 
qnered  oonntiy  t  According  to  this  conAnio- 
tion,  the  Territory  was  in  a  state  of  anircby, 
and  murder,  if  committed,  wonld  be  nn  crime. 

Fnrther,  if  the  constitntional  provision  is  ob- 
ligatory upon  ns  to  aaanme  exelunrelegistaiion, 
are  we  not  bound  to  establish  nnifurm  lavi 
thronghont  the  entire  District  t  and  of  count 
are  we  not  |«ohiUted  from  establishing  one 
system  in  one  place,  and  a  difi'erenl  system  in 
another  f 

One  other  oljeotion  merited  the  gentlemwi'i 
notice.  The  lawi  of  Virginia  precleded  every 
officer  under  its  Q(  t'onment  trom  holding  uy 
Federal  o&'«. 

From  the  impreonon  made  on  his  mind  by 
these  considerations,  Mr.  R.  sud,  be  weald  m 
wanting  to  himself  and  his  country,  if  he  agreed 
to  the  bill.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  rise,  and  not  preoi^tale  a  deci- 

Mr.  Habpsr  was  In  bvor  of  the  motiao  that 
the  oominittee  should  rise,  for  the  purpose  of 
reoommitting  the  bill  to  a  aeleot  cotnniittHb 
He  would  state  his  reasons :  The  ot^  (^tbe 
first  section  was  to  assume  the  JarisdietioD. 
That  was  his  object  He  wished  the  eatabjitb- 
raent  of  a  Judiciary  competent  to  the  cairviiig 
into  effect  the  laws  now  existing.  He  wiibea 
this  ol^eot  to  be  aooomplished  in  a  hit,  cyen,, 
direct  way.  At  some  nitnre  period  Coa^v* 
might  find  it  necessary  to  enter  on  a  sj^Um  tA 
legislation  in  detwl,  and  to  have  eetsUished  ns- 
merona  police  regulations.    At  this  time,  the 

Cent  exigency  wonld  be  provided  for  by  ow- 
ing the  laws  of  Virginia  end  Maryland,  and 
by  giving  effect  to  them  by  tlie  institutkii  rf  a 
oompetent  Judicial  authority. 

Mr.  NioBot.AS  ewd,  that  he  should  vote  for 
the  committee  rinng,  ttma  a  different  motiTS 
from  that  which  actuated  the  gentleman  tma 
South  Carolina.  He  hoped  the  businea  would 
be  suffered  for  the  present  to  sleep. 

The  constraotlon  given  to  the  oonstitotion  by 
the  gentleman  fVom  New  York,  did  not  lendtr 
it  merely  expedient  in  Oongreaa  to  aaamite  ja- 
risdiction.  bnt  rendered  it  on  abacdnle  doty.  Ill 
reply  to  bis  remarks,  the  gentleman  hid  alkf- 
ed  that  the  authori^  ^ven  by  the  ocmititiitiMi 
in  relation  to  this  TenitoT;,  di&red  ftim  ih» 
other  powers  vested  in  Congress,  inasmuch  is 
the  former  investment  of  power  had  o.innecled 
it  with  the  word  exelvtwe  ;  whereas  the  latur 
bad  not.  The  meaning  which  Mr.  N.  affixed  to 
that  word,  was  altogether  different  fhiDi  tha 
one  now  contended  for.  The  oonstitution  doe* 
not  aay  Oongreaa  shall  possess  exclusive  poTff 
of  legislation ;  bnt  that  they  shall  have  povir 
of  exercising  exotuaive  le^^alalion. 

The  acta  of  cession  and  aooeptance  contaioed 
a  coDstraction  dlreotly  opposed  to  that  no* 
made.  They  declare  that  the  laws  (rf  MarjUnd 
and  Virginia  shall  continue  till  Coogreis  ahtll 
alter  them.  Their  ceaaa^n  ia  made  to  depend 
on  an  unoertajn  evest,  vis :  whether  OoognM 
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tball  legislate  or  not.  Not  a  tittlo  in  the  coa- 
Ajtation  or  in  our  practice,  nnder  the  conatitn- 
tion,  iufKoged  our  liber^  to  Act  or  not  to  ocL 

Wbkt  would  be  the  effitot  of  this  law  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Territory  f  It  wonJd  impose 
on  tbem  the  Iswb  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  as 
the;  existed  on  a  particolar  day,  without  any 
caimbilitT  of  improvement  Arom  the  improved 
code  of  thOM  StBtea. 

Hr,  N.  had  beard  of  no  InconTeniencea  which 
had  arisen  from  the  non-asaamption  of  power 
t^  Congress.  The  people  in  the  Territory  of 
dolimiliia  had  been  a  happy  people  fur  more 
than  a  hnndred  Tears  nnder  their  State  Govem- 
ments  ;  and,  he  nad  no  doubt,  wonld  remun  so 
without  the  interposition  of  Oongresa,  wlio,  at 
preaent,  were  onqnalified  to  act 

Aft«r  some  further  remarks  hj  Messrs.  Hab- 
piB  and  H.  Lm,  the  question  wa«  taken  on  the 
ttsnmittee  ridng,  and  carried  without  a  division. 

The  committee  rose ;  the  Ohairman  requested 
leave  to  sit  agwn,  which  was  not  granted. 

Sir.  Hakpeb  then  moved  to  recoEmnit  the  bill 
to  the  same  coromittce  that  iotrodnoed  it.  He 
■aid,  the  objection  mode  by  the  gentlemen  &om 
Virginia  to  the  assumption  of  power  by  Oongreas 
goea  to  say  that  thecooatitotional  provision,  the 
■eta  of  cession  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and 
the  act  of  acceptance  by  Oongresa,  shall  be  all  a 
dead  lett«r ;  and  that  die  Territory  shall  contj- 
nne,  as  heretofore,  under  its  old  Jnrisdlelion. 
This  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  amount 
of  the  gentleman's  remarks.  He  asked,  what 
iieoe«ty  for  the  exerciseof  power  byCongreesI 
Bad  not  the  ciliiens  lived  bappily  for  a  hundred 
TMia  under  the  State  Governments  I  This  Hr. 
H.  did  not  dieputa.  It  was  probably  true  that 
tbey  had  lived  as  happily  as  other  portions  of 
otixena  under  the  State  Governments.  But  the 
pTovidon  of  the  oonsdtntlon  on  this  SQbJeot  had 
not  been  made  with  this  view.  It  was  made  to 
bestow  dignity  and  independence  on  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Union.  It  was  to  protect  it  from 
■Dcb  ontragea  as  had  occurred  when  it  was  dif- 
Cnrently  situated,  when  it  was  without  compe- 
tent Legialative,  Executive,  and  Judidal  power, 
to  enaore  to  itaelf  reqwot.  While  the  govern- 
ment waa  undar  the  gnardianahip  of  8tat«  lawe, 
tlMsa  Uws  migfat  be  inadequate  to  lla  protection, 
or  there  nd^t  exist  a  apuit  hostile  to  the  gen- 
eral pivemment,  or  at  anv  rate  Indiaposea  to 
^re  it  proper  protection.  This  was  one  reason, 
■mang  others,  for  the  provislona  of  the  constitn- 
tion,  confirmed  and  carried  into  effect  by  the 
acts  oi  Mainland  and  Virginia,  and  by  the  act 
(tfOongrcaa. 

The  otgect  of  the  gentlein 
aU  them  acta  and  all  these 
•nbvendon  of  that  proviaiDn  which  the  consti- 
tntion  had  made,  and  of  that  neoeadty  which  it 
had  foroaoon. 

The  nntleman  from  Virgiida  reqdrea  more 
tixne.  He  thinka  we  are  not  prepared  to  legis- 
late; Bnt  if  his  (Mr.  U.'s)  ideas  were  adopted, 
then  would  be  no  occasion  for  thin  The  Ter^ 
ritc«7baalawB;BndMr,H,  believed  these  laws 


would  answer  very  well  for  fifly  years,  without 
giving  CongTMH  much  trouble  to  modify  them. 

The  establishment  of  a  Judiciary  would  be 
very  easy,  and  would  require  little  time.  As  to 
a  police,  it  may  be  ueceBsaryhereHfter.  At 
present  it  was  not  necessary,  with  regard  to  a 
corporation,  be  was  ngainst  it  at  present,  and 

I  did  not  think  it  would  ever  be  necessary. 

Ur.  NioBOLAB  did  not  consider  the  powcf  im- 
parted by  the  constitution  as  Imperative.  Ho, 
therefore,  could  not  fairly  be  cbarged  with  a  de- 
sire to  deviate  from  the  designs  of  its  framera. 
The  power  was  like  t  coat  of  armor,  intended 
to  protect  the  Government  in  periods  of  danger, 
and  not  to  be  worn  at  all  times  for  parade  and 

Remarks  had  been  made  to  show  that  the 
dignity  and  independence  of  the  Government 
reqnirad  tiie  assumption.  All  snch  arguments, 
when  set  against  the  haziness  of  the  people, 
were  inconclusive;  Mr.  N.  had  always  been 
taught  to  comdder  the  tme  dignity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  indiasolubly  connected  with  the 
happiness  of  the  people ;  and  was  unable  to  nn> 
learn  all  that  he  had  heretofore  acquired  to  this 
effect. 

Mr.  Gbaik  agreed  with  the  member  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  as  far  as  his  remarks  went,  bnt 
he  did  not  think  they  went  far  enough.  He 
was  h^self  Mendly  to  the  inatltution  of  a  local 
government  for  local  purposes,  leaving  all  Fe- 
deral powen  to  Congress.  If  the  bill  should 
be  recommitted,  he  wonld  be  prepared  to  offer 
a  plan  oonforraably  to  these  ideas.  He  feit  no 
alarm  at  the  donhta  suggested  of  the  validity  of 
the  Liws  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  He  believed 
that  they  were  still  in  force;  and  did  not  think 
there  was  any  absolute  necessity  for  Congress 
to  act  at  alt  at  present.  Still,  he  thought  that 
delay  would  only  multiply  the  inoonvenienoes 
already  experienced  in  the  formation  of  a  plan 
of  government.  A  plan  might  be  framed,  to 
protect  the  General  Government  as  well  as,  in 
some  degree,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory, 
from  any  tyranny  that  some  gentlemen  supposed 
might  be  exercised  by  Congress. 

Be  concluded,  by  expressing  a  hope  that  a 
completely  orgiuiized  system  might  be  formed 
and  adopted. 

TETTSsnAT,  January  1,  I60I. 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  receiv- 
ed information  of  the  death  of  M^or  General 
Thoiub  Habtlbt,  one  of  its  members,  who  has 
represented  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  that 
brandi  of  the  National  Legislature,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Government  until  his 
death,  do,  therefore,  nnonimonsly,  Seioltt,  That 
the  membera  Umtity  their  respect  for  the  me- 
mory of  the  said  Tboiub  Habtlet,  by  wearing 
a  crape  on  the  left  arm,  for  one  month. 

Jtaohtd,  That  the  Spbakkb  addreee  a  letter 
to  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania,  to  iDform 
him  of  the  death  of  Thokas  Habtlet,  late  a 
member  of  this  Home,  in  order  that  meaBores 
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may  be  taken  to  supply  the  vuoancf  occa^oned 
thereby. 

MatuoUvm  to  Wathittgton. 

An  engrosaed  bill  conoeming  Gboboe  Wabb.- 
naTON  was  read  tbe  tUird  time;  and,  on  the 
question  th&t  the  same  do  pass, 

Ur.  Dawson  moved  to  recommit  iL  Lost — 
eym  39,  Does  44. 

Ur.  Kahdolph  moved  to  refer  tbe  bill  to  a 
select  committoe.    Lost — ayes  83. 

Ur.  Spaioht  and  Mr.  Batis  then  asdgned 
their  reasons  for  voting  against  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  OQ  the  paa^ng 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yean  4S,  nays  S7,  aa  follows: 

Tkas.— Bulej  Bartlett,  Jobo  Brown,  Cauirtoj^nr 
O.  Champlin,  WillUm  Cooper,  WOliuD  Ci^  John 
DaveuiMrt,  Frftuklin  Davanport,  Jotin  Dtnnia,  Gsoigc 
Dent,  Joseph  DiclisoD,  Ttiomas  Evuii,  At>iel  Fofter, 
Jonathui  FreeniAa,  Situij  Qlenn,  Samiiel  Goode, 
Chaancej  Goodrich,  Eliior  Goodricb,  Jtoger  Qris- 
wold,  William  Bany  Grova,  Robert  Goodloe  Haiper, 
Archibald  IlendersoD,  WiUiam  H.  Hill,  Beiuaniin 
Hoger,  JimM  B.  ImUy,  Jobu  Wilkei  Kittera,  Henry 
Lee,  Silaa  Lee,  hevit  R.  Morrif,  Abrabam  Nott, 
Hairino  G.  Otis,  Thamai  Piaoknev,  Jonai  Flit^ 
Leven  Povell,  John  Read,  Nathan  Read,  John  Ri^ 
ledge,  jr.j  John  C.  Smith,  Jamei  ShaaTe,  Samuel  Ten- 
nay,  QcOTfce  Thatcher,  John  Chew  Thomal,  Rfailmrd 
Thomas,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Lemuel  WOliiun^  and 
Henry  Woods. 

Nats.— Willi!  Alston,  Tbeodorna  Bailey,  Pbainiel 
Bishop,  Robert  Brown,  Gabriel  Chriatie,  Matthew 
Clay,  Wilham  C.  C.  CUbome,  John  Coodit,  Thos. 
T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joeeph  Eggleston,  Lncae  El- 
mendorph,  Edwin  Gnj,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Han- 
na,  David  Holmes,  George  Jackion,  Aaron  Kitcbell, 
Michael  Leib,  Jamei  Linn,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Peter 
Muhlenberg,  Anthooj  New,  John  Nicholas,  John 
Randolph,  John  Smilje,  John  Smith,  Richard  Dobba 
Spaight,  Ricbard  StanTord,  Thomas  Snmtar,  Bei^ 
min  f  aliafbrro,  John  Tfaompaon,  Abnm  Trigg,  Ji^ 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  GoitUndt,  Joaaph  B.  Tammn,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

Hetohed,  That  the  title  of  the  sud  bill  be 
"An  act  to  erect  &  Maosolenm  for  Obobos 
WABHtNOTON ; "  and  tliat  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
do  carry  the  same  to  the  Senate,  and  de^re 
their 


Fbidat,  Jannory  S. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Jaios  A.  Baiaxd, 
ftom  Delaware,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  Boose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GmgwoLn  the  Honse  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Jndi- 
dary  bill ;  the  Eoose  dividing — yeas  M,  tuvs 
S3. 

Tbe  bill  was  read  throng,  when  tbe  com- 
mittee reported  progress,  and  asked  and  ohtun- 
ed  leave  to  sit  aguiL 

Sedition  Law. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 

of  the  Committee  of  Bevisol  and  Unfinished 


Bndness,  made  the  tbirty-flrst  nltimo,  whicli 
lay  on  the  table,  and  tbe  same beingagain read, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  The  Committee  of  Revisal  aod  DD6nlsb«d  Bsd- 
nesi  flirther  report,  in  part  x 

"That,  on  examining  the  statotea  of  the  Dnitad 
States,  they  find  that  the  set.  entitled  '  An  act  In  ad- 
dition to  the  act,  entitlod  "  An  act  for  tbe  pauslmital 
of  certain  Crimea  against  the  United  Stales.' '  pasted 
the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  tarn  thonaand  senu  Imn- 
dred  and  ninety-eight,  will  eijMre  on  the  IhM  day 
of  March,  one  tbonsaod  eight  hundred  and  one. 

"  And  the  said  committee  Rrport  their  Dpinica,  that 
the  above- mentioned  act  onght  tn  be  contiaDed ;  sad, 
therefbre,  recommend  tbe  following  resolation ; 

"  Saotved,  That  the  Ctmmittee  <i  Revinl  and 
Unfinished  Bnainaaa  be  aothorlaed  tn  report  a  biD  ior 
condnning  .be  act,  entitled  'An  act  in  additiaa  ta 
the  act,  entitlsd  "  An  act  for  tbe  jranidmient  of  en- 
t^  orime*  against  die  United  Stntea," '  passed  tba 
fbnrteentb  day  of  Jnly,  one  flunuaod  saTen  hondtid 
and  (dne^-ei^t.' 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  said  re- 
port he  ootnmitted  to  a  Oonunittee  of  the  whole 
HoDse.  And  the  question  being  taken  Ibers- 
npon,  it  was  TMoIved  in  tbe  affirmative— ycta 
47,  nays  83. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  aaid  report  be  oommitt«d 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  TiKsdsj 
next. 

UoNDAT,  Janoary  86. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Ew- 

tncky,  JoHJi  FowtBB ;  from  Vii^ginis,  SiiniiL 

J.  Cabkll;  and  from  New  York,  Edwaid  Iit- 

iHQSTOK,  speared,  and  took  their  seals  in  tb* 

Tbdxbdat,  Jannory  20. 

BaUt  Jbr  Fleeting  Pretidettt  vAcn  m  SletttM 

0)f  Eleeton. 

The  foHowing  resolotion,  proposed  by  Ur. 

RcTLBiME,  was  presented  to  the  Honse,  which, 

being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

"lUiahtd,  That  a  committee  be  amintad  tope- 
pan  nod  rajMrt  aiich  mlaa  aa,  in  Amt  tif^Am,  in 


Fbidat,  January  SO. 
Sleetion  qfPretideat  uAen  the  two  iighft  «b 

the  Li»t  voted  for  hate  an  equal  number  ^f 

Vote*. 

Mr.  Bataxd  BQbmitted  the  following  lenlo- 
titm,  to  wit : 

AssoAwd;  That,  in  tba  avast  ef  ite  ^paaifag^a 

Freaident  and  Vice  Preaideot,  aoocsding  to  £b  wale 
preseribod  by  tba  ooostitntia^  diat  >d  *faal  tmmlm 


dbyGoo^le 


DEBATES  OF  G0N0BE8S. 

Oufielo/Colmtia. 


«f  Totca  lun  be«D  giyco  for  two  penoni,  that  u  mui 
■1  Iha  Mxaa  ihall  have  bren  dolj  declucd  and  enMiod 
CD  the  joanul*  of  thig  Hoiue,  tliat  Urn  Spenker,  ao- 
eompsMcd  bj  the  numben  of  the  Hoon.  uikU 


Id  eaar,  npon  the  Bnt  ballot,  there  tfcall  not  appaai 
Id  ba  a  m^oritj  of  tba  Stale*  io  faror  of  one  of  tha 
ean^datea,  io  meh  caw  the  Houa  ihall  contiDae  to 
ballot  tot  Preadent,  without  inteirnplion  b;  otfacr 
*     ■  "  ■■    ■  ■■  -ftataPreBdeiHUdnly 

M  ahonld  be  made  npoD 
tha  Brit  day,  tha  Honae  nhall  contliiiie  to  ballot  from 
da7  toda;-,  till  a  ebaioe  iball  be  dnljioade. 

Ordered,  That  the  oonuderation  of  the  laii 
modoo  be  postponed  until  Moadej  next. 

HoNDAT,  February  S. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Ebmsczib  Mattoox, 
returned  to  seire  as  a  member  of  this  House  for 
the  SUte  of  Uanachusetts,  in  the  room  of  Sam- 
uel Lthud,  who  has  reagned  hia  Beat,  ap- 
peered,  produced  his  nredentiols,  waa  qoaMed, 
and  took  hia  MAt  in  the  Honae. 

Election  of  Prrtideat. 

A  motion  being  made  and  aecouded  that  the 
Honae  do  oome  to  the  following  reeolntion,  to 
wit; 

BaelveJ,  That  a  omnmittea  be  appointed  to  prepare 
•ad  raport  Mch  mlec,  aa,  in  thaii  opinioil,  are  proper 
to  be  adopted  b7  tMj  Houae,  to  be  obeerred  in  the 
ebdice  of  a  PreiideDt  id  the  United  Statei,  whoee 
tena  !i  to  commeDee  on  the  fourth  day  of  Hiich 
next,  if,  whan  the  Totaa  which  haTg  been  giTen  by 
the  elcEtcn  appotnted  nnder  tha  anthoii^  of  the 
Statei  ihall  have  been  oouuted,  ai  preacrlbed  by  the 
eouti  ration,  it  abaU  appear  that  no  penon  for  whmn 
the  electon  ahaU  haTe  voted,  hai  a  m^jori^,  or  thu 
toon  than  one  peiMD,  having  mch  m^fority,  have  an 
•qaal  nnniber  i^volea ; 

Ordered,  That  Ur.  Rdtlkdoi,  Hr.  Nioeoi-ab, 
Mr.  Gkbwold,  Mr.  M*oon,  Mr.  Batasd,  Ur. 
Tauaixbbo,  Mr.  Fobixb,  Mr.  Claibobrc,  Mr. 
Ona,  Mr.  Buns,  Mr.  MosBia,  Mr.  Ohampuk, 
Mr.  Bake,  Mr.  Ooopkb,  Mr.  Linii,  and  Mr. 
Woods,  be  appointed  a  ccanmittee,  pnrantmt  to 
the  Mid  reaohtion. 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  made  on  Friday 
laat  relative  to  the  mode  of  oommencing  and 
cotitJiioing  the  ballot  for  the  choice  of  a  Preai- 
dent  of  uie  United  Btatet^  be  referred  to  the 
emunittee  last  appointed. 

Bittriet  qf  Colwnti^ 
The  Home  tiien  went  Into  Oomndttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  the 
Biatrict  of  Oolnmbia,  While  the  qnestion  was 
being  taken  for  the  Hon«e  to  resolve  itaelf  into  a 
committee,  Mr.  Smujb  rose  and  mored  the 
poetponement  of  thia  order  till  the  third  dav  of 
March  next  He  made  tliis  motion,  be  uid,  in 
order  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House,  whether 
they  were  determined  to  assnme  the  jurisdiction 
or  not.  He  hoped  it  would  not,  and  waa  pro- 
ceeding to  ihow  hia  reasona,  when 


[H.  or  B. 

The  Bpxakbb  reminded  him  of  the  order  of 
the  Honae.  Ha  coold  not  be  permitted  tu  dis- 
oam  the  merits  of  the  bill  onder  this  motion. 

Mr.  SvnjK  conceived  the  qnestion  to  alfect 
the  bill  generally,  imd  simply  to  be,  whether  the 
Ilonse  would  agree  to  disfranchise  some  thou- 
sands of  persons  of  their  political  rights,  which 
they  now  ei^oyed.  If  this  was  not  considered 
an  object  of  importance  enongh  to  command  at- 
tention, he  most  confeaa  other  gentlemea  saw  it 
in  a  very  different  light  tfom  tliat  in  which  he 
viewed  it.  Uj  the  passage  of  this  bill,  the 
people  of  the  district  wonld  be  reduced  to  the 
state  of  saMects,  and  deprived  of  their  political 
rights,  and  he  very  mnch  donbted  whetlier  not 
of  their  civil  eights  also,  li,  indeed,  there  was 
aacli  an  imperious  necesnty  of  assuming  the  jn- 
risdiction,  of  which  he  was  bf  no  means  con- 
vinced, then  it  must  be  done ;  but,  if  that  great 
and  immediate  neceent^  did  not  exist,  why 
should  this  privation  of  riKhta  take  place  I  If  it 
was  necessary  to  reduce  the  Oitj  uf  Washington 
to  a  state  of  local  government  by  an  incorpora- 
tion, he  contended  that  act  could  be  done  byJJie 
State  Legislature;  as  he  did  not  conceive  the 
local  demands  of  the  people  called  for  it,  as  they 
could  want  no  such  assumption  as  the  bill  con- 
templated, and  as  he  could  perceive  no  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  to  the  General  Government 
thereby,  and  as  the  assumption  wonld  eventu- 
ally iqjure  the  people,  he  trusted  it  wonld  be 
postponed,  at  least 

Mr.  RuTLXDQX  said,  ha  had  always  uniformly 
opposed  any  motion  for  postponing  a  bill,  the 
oonmderation  of  which  the  House  had  not  gone 
into.  Although  it  might  be  in  order,  it  cootd 
not  be  perfectly  tait,  from  various  considera- 
tions; it  however,  it  were  only  from  its  ten- 
dency to  preclude  the  investigation  of  the  bill, 
it  were  sufficient  The  gentleman  had  stated  it 
not  to  be  necessary.  Who  are  to  judge  ?  Moat 
assuredly  the  people  belonsing  to  the  Territory, 
And  what  have  they  saidt  Why,  sir,  they 
have  prayed  the  House  to  assume  the  Jurisdic- 
tion. From  this  petition  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  and  this  committee  have 
reported  a  bill,  and  a  bill  well  discussed  and  well 
matured  in  its  detail.  To  refuse  this  bill  fruma 
diversity  of  sentiment,  wonld  be  to  iosolt  the 
committee,  and  to  insult  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritorv.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  please  the 
people,  why  doee  he  not  suffer  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  proceed,  and  afford  his  aid  in  mak- 
ing it  what  he  supposes  their  desires  would  con- 
cur in )  Ferbaps  the  gentleman  has  not  read 
the  bill  Mr.  B.  said,  if  he  had  not,  how  was 
he  to  know  wheUier  it  was  good  or  bad  ?  Some- 
thing must  be  done.  He  wished  to  get  at  that 
somethiug,  but  was  precluded  by  the  motion. ' 
It  certainly  became  thegentleman  to  show  how 
this  bill  would  operate  ii^uriously  upon  the 
people,  as  a  reason  for  his  motion.  Disfran- 
chisement, to  be  sure,  had  been  mentioned  as 
the  residt  of  this  bill ;  but  how  was  the  House 
to  know  that  would  be  its  tendency,  except  by 
going  into  its  investigation  t 
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Mr.  Cbaik,  also,  coofidered  this  order  of  the 
House  as  the  most  nnfiiir  one  among  the  rales 
of  the  Honse.  However,  it  most  be  permitted 
while  the  order  oontinned.  The  gentlemnn  hod 
Rdid  the  people  were  in  k  state  of  vasMilage ; 
how  was  this  declftration  to  be  refnted,  if  the 
order  of  the  House  forbade  the  inTertigation 
into  the  npplication  of  (hb  bill  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people  t  The  gentloraau  further  md,  that  the 

Seople  did  not  desira  thia  assnmption  of  jnris- 
iotion.  Were  he,  Mr.  0,  said,  to  give  an  opin- 
ion npon  the  subject,  it  wonld  he  drawn  ftom 
the  game  source  with  that  expressed  bj  the 
gentleman,  but  of  a  ver^  different  import.  He 
should  say,  os  &r  as  his  knowledge  of  their  sen- 
timents extended,  and  he  professed  to  be  pretty 
well  acqnwnted  with  their  ideos  upon  this  sab- 
Ject,  that  their  feelings,  their  interests,  and  their 
desires  conspired  to  encourage  the  opsamption, 
and  to  prevent  the  postponement  of  the  soDject. 
Aa  the  immediate  representative,  of  a  Isrge  pro- 
portion of  them,  he  could  say  that  much  uncer- 
tainty and  disqniet  convolaed  the  minds  of  many 
good  and  wise  men  among  them ;  that  their 
present  uncertainty  was  truly  deplorable;  that 
serions  donbts  existed  with  Judicions  men  how 
tar  the  gronta  and  acceptance  of  lands,  or  of 
their  papers,  afforded  them  security  for  value 
received ;  doubts  eriated,  in  all  their  acts  of  ne- 

Gtiation,  whether  their  respective  State  laws 
Id  any  government  over  them  t  And  this 
state  of  inseoarity  as  to  their  property,  conld 
not  fail  to  have  an  ii^nrious  effect.  They 
doubted  whether  all  olher  Jnrisdiction  did  not 
immediately  cease,  upon  the  removal  of  Con- 
gress to  the  District;  and  sbonld  Congress  break 
up  without  assuming  the  Jurisdiction,  and  taking 
other  suitable  measores  to  fix  the  Government, 
it  would  not  Ml  to  paralyse  every  exertion  and 
efibrttowaTdasaccessfQlestahlishment.  Noman 
at  present  can  assure  himself  of  theright  by  wiiich 
he  holds  his  property,  or  remove  his  apprehen- 
rioDS.  They  now  called  loudly  upon  the  Na- 
tional Oovemment  to  remove  fh)m  them  thb 
state  of  donbt  and  uncertainty ;  this  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  before  the  Honse ;  by  thia  bill,  a 
variety  of  Inconveniences  are  removed,  and  the 
Government  use  tlieir  effort  to  make  their  situa- 
tion at  least  more  certain ;  and,  he  had  no 
doobt,  more  safe  and  desirable.  This  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  Government  todo;  and  this,  he 
tmsted,  a  minority  of  the  House  would  be  dis- 
posed to  do  soon.  If  the  objects  or  provisions 
of  the  bill  did  not  meet  that  gentleman's  desires, 
he  wished  an  opportunity  to  hear  the  objections, 
to  enable  him,  as  &r  aa  in  his  power,  to  remove 

Mr,  SuoiB  was  proceeding  to  show  that,  at 
any  rate,  snoh  a  bill  aa  the  preeent  ought  not  to 
pua,  when 

The  Spbaeeb  interrupted  him,  saying  that 
any  arguments  that  went  to  show  that  the  third 
day  of  March  was  a  more  proper  time  than  the 
present  for  thia  bill  to  pass  woold  only  be  tn 
ordw. 

Mr,  Smuji  continued  to  show  the  impiopiie^ 
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of  the  bill,  and  the  inevitable  ii^uries  that  mn<it 
be  snstiuned  by  it,  when  he  was  Dgdn  leminded 
of  the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  :  that  it  might  be  the  wish 
of  some  of  the  people,  he  wonld  not  say;  bathe 
denied  that  suob  a  wish  had  been  ejcpre^ed,  sod 
therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  oonudered  as  correct. 
As  to  the  qnestion  of  donbt  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  whether  or  not  they  held  their  property 
secure,  not  being  certain  of  the  eiisienoe  of 
their  former  State  laws,  lie  referred  to  the  acts 
of  cession,  passed  by  the  Stales  of  Maryland  sad 
Virginia  respeodvely,  the  words  of  which  were, 
that  the  laws  remained  iu  force  "■  until  Oongress 
shall  by  law  olherwise  provide"  Under  tbii 
express  proviwon,  the  cession  was  niode  by  the 
two  States;  and  by  this  provision  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  accepted  the  grant  of 
the  ten  miles  sqnare.  And,  therefore,  until 
Congress  by  law  should  accept  of  the  Jariidio- 
tion  and  nidlify  the  laws  of  those  States  overths 
District,  there  oonld  be  no  donbt  but  they  re- 
mained in  fhll  force,  and  property  was  held  h 
seonre  under  those  laws  as  ever.  As  he  bid 
before  observed,  he  contended  that  an  act  (rf' in- 
corporation could  be  obtained  for  the  city  of 
Washington  without  this  bill.  From  all  tbese 
grounds,  he  believed  the  bill  to  be  at  present 
unneceasary. 

Mr.  H.  Lu  did  not  wonder  at  this  o]:^KHitka, 
oon^dering  the  quarter  from  whence  it  came; 
perhaps,  he  said,  if  he  had  come  ftvm  Pennsvl- 
vania,  the  idea  of  lodng  the  General  Govemnient 
might  instigate  him  to  wish  to  give  the  stabbing 
blow  to  every  act  which  should  go  to  the  es- 
tablishing of  that  Government  in  another  place. 
But,  he  trusted,  as  these  local  reoaons  could  not 
influence  gentlemen  ftxim  other  States,  thty 
would  not  concnr  in  his  argumeDts.  He  trusted 
other  gentlemen  would  lay  to  their  hands  and 
Join  to  make  this  District  a  settled  Govenunent, 
and  go  into  the  examination  of  the  prindplei 
proposedto  accomplish  that  measnre.  Heboptd 
not  merely  words  of  kindness  eeoaping  fh>m  the 
lips  of  gentlemen,  would  be  deemed  by  them 
sufficient,  but  that  their  efibrta  would  be  osed  b> 
produce  a  well-digested  and  vahiable  govern- 
ment, for  the  security  of  their  dvil  and  poUliMl 
rights. 

With  respect  to  the  act  of  oeerion,  be  eon- 
tended  that  the  solemn  ii^niictions  of  &t  ttm- 
stitntion  were  detailed  in  words  upcn  whidi  Ibe 
most  critical  conld  not  find  wherewith  to  bang 
a  doubt  There  tLe  Congrew  of  the  UnitH 
States  were  erijoined  to  "  exercise  exclusive  Ji>- 
risdiction."  When  was  this  Jnrisdiction  to  com- 
mence but  at  the  period  when  the  General  Go- 
vernment should  occupy  it  t  Was  not,  then,  thii 
spot  become  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  ?  Were  not  the  dMftcent  de- 
partments, Executive,  Legislative,  and  Jndiriid, 
assembled,  according  to  the  oonstitntioo.  in  thii 
District  ?  How,  Uien,  oonld  the  r«ipBdir« 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  a  monwDt 
longer  possess  the  Jurls^ction  ?  It  was  ««n- 
pletely  done  ftwi^,  and  nothing  wm  now  want- 
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ing  to  remoTe  the  miserable  atate  of  snqt^Dse 
the  people  now  felt,  but  the  declaratioii  of  the 
GoTemmeDt  that  this  wa»  the  coae;  that  ino- 
Bent  would  all  their  fears  be  appeased.  Ab  a 
fiiend  to  thoae  people,  then,  aa  moch  as  that 
geotleman  could  be,  he  hoped  an  opportanit; 
would  be  given  to  examine  the  hill,  not  doubt- 
ing bat  it  would  be  made  to  meet  the  wiahes,  aa 
be  waa  aamired  it  would  be  the  interest  of  the 
people  to  be  governed  b;  it. 

Mr.  Haooit  B^d  the  motion  waa  perfeotlv  in 
order,  and  explained  aome  of  the  oaaea  for  which 
*'      IB  established,  asaroleof  tbeHonse.    Aeto 


were  that  the  case,  not  onlf  by  this  bill  woold 
it  be  aasmned,  bat  the  acts  of  the  two  States 
must  have  oeaBed  from  the  day  Congress  first 
■at  here;  adedaotion  ^  no  means  Bupported. 
Tbe  only  evidence  the  Eonae  had  of  the  desire 
of  the  people  to  oome  spedally  under  the  Na- 
tional Government,  wia  a  petition  from  Alexan- 
dria, except  that  the  gentleman  from  the  Dis- 
trict had  learned  so  amon^  his  friends.  Bat  did 
that  eipreM  the  will  or  wishes  of  tlie  inhabitants 
lit  the  surrounding  eoantry. 

Ae  he  b^eved  tbe  laws  of  the  Statea  to  be  in 
foil  force ;  ob  be  believed  they  wonld  remain  so 
until  otherwise  enacted  by  Congress,  and  aa 
poa^ning  tbe  bill  till  the  third  of  March  would 
afford  tbe  people  a  large  time  to  reflect  on  the 
■nbieot,  and  expreea  their  will  more  generally, 
he  hoped  tbe  postponement  would  take  place. 
He  wonld  r«idnd  the  House  that  this  measure 
once  token,  could  not  be  nndcoe ;  and,  there- 
toFi,  prudence  woald  dictate  that  time  should 
be  taken  to  do  it  well.  The  act  oonid  not  be 
repealed  without  amending  tbe  oonsdtution.  If 
the  gentleman  only  calcolated  upon  on  oppoei- 
tkm  from  Penn^lvania,  hewaa  mistaken.  Mr. 
H.  presumed  tiM  he  oonld  not  be  Boppoeed  to 
have  local  attachments,  residing  very  far  from 
tbe  former,  or  the  present  seat  of  Government ; 
1m  waa,  notwithstanding^  opposed  to  taking  up 
this  snlyect  at  present,  and  even  during  the 
present  seesion.  The  delay  of  acceptance  could 
not  diq)lease  the  inhabitants,  if  they  were  satis- 
fied aa  to  the  present  jurisdiction,  which  djdnot, 
In  his  opinion,  admit  of  a  doubt  It  was  im- 
poaaible  tbot  the  postponement  conld  be  attended 
with  any  inconvenience ;  they  bad  been  in  the 
Mme  dtaation  for  ten  yeais,  and  wherein  conld 
ha  the  incfmvenienoe  of  tiieir  remaining  sol 
Kay,  there  must  be  advantages  in  their  naages 
and  oostoms  being  oontinaed  to  them.  Be 
wished  this  matter  to  be  poe^ned  till  another 

Mr,  Bbd  never  oonld  soppose  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  would  be  satisfied  with 
their  removal  from  a  place  of  accommodation  to 
a  wilderness,  and  with  snbjecting  themselves 
to  tbe  inconveniences  of  this  place,  without  ex- 
erdsing  all  tbe  iKiwers  intrusted  to  them,  and 
tiling  the  joiisdiction  tu  tbe  Oovemment,  the 
lutmbOTB  and  anbordinatea  of  which  were  to 
mbjeot  thraufllvee  to  ^e  code  of  laws  under 


which  they  Bhould  place  themselvea,  A  motieu, 
therefore,  to  continue  tbe  Jurisdiction  out  of  tlie 
hands  of  ibe  Government,  much  snrprised  him. 
All  tbe  arguments  ngeA  by  the  gentleman  in 
favor  of  a  postponement,  wonld  operate  ftilly  to 
the  entire  abaudonmentof  the  subject;  and  did 
be  suppose  that  all  the  expense  attending  the 
remoTsl  of  the  whole  Government,  all  tbe  iiicon- 
venienoe  experienced,  would  be,  or  ought  to  Ije^ 
borne  without  the  enjoyment  of  that  oonstitu- 
tlonalright,  nay,  injunction,  of  "exduBive  legis- 
lation!" What  could  have  .been  the  reason 
why  Congress  was  to  aaeume  this  exclusive  le- 
gislation t  Did  not  the  members  of  the  conven- 
tion know  that  a  grcAt  quantity  of  public  trea- 
sure would  be  drawn  together  into  this  place  t 
Did  they  not  suppose  St  of  importanoe  to  secure 
the  privil^iM  and  rights  of  foreign  miniBt«ra, 
who  would  necessarily  be  brought  to  reside  in 
this  District}  Did  they  not  oonsider  the  num- 
ber of  persons  attached  to  the  Oovemment 
worthy  of  the  special  regard  of  the  national  Le- 
gislatnre  ?  Could  any  gentleman  conceive  that 
these  were  not  too  great  powers  to  be  intrusted 
to  any  Stat^  whatever )  Else  why  we*  the  pro- 
vision for  exclusive  jurisdiction  made  t  To 
avoid  putting  those  powers  into  execution,  he 
firmly  believetl,  would  be  omitting  a  great  and 
important  duty.  But,  were  it  not  tor  the  words 
of  theconatitution,  tbe  words  of  the  acta  of  ces- 
moQ  made  hy  tbe  States  were  as  ample  upon  ^le 
subject  as  one  sovereign  power  in  the  act  of 
granting,  and  another  sovereign  power  in  the 
act  of  reoeivieg  a  oearion,  eould  make.  This 
was  precisely  the  cose ;  tbe  two  Statea  made  a 
f\dl  and  complete  cession  of  the  jnrisdictioti  to 
the  General  Government,  upon  tbe  terms  of  the 
oonstitution,  which  were  to  "exercise  exclusive 
legislation,  in  all  eases  whatever,  over  such  Dis- 
tnot,"  whish  had,  bv  the  cession  of  those  par- 
ticular States,  and  Uie  acceptance  of  Oongress, 
become  the  seat  of  the  Govemmeut  of  the 
United  States.  How,  he  would  ask  gentlemen, 
conld  this  be  granted,  andyetretunedl  It  was 
absurd  to  suppose  a  man  could  grant  a  piece  of 
land,  and  by  the  same  i^istrumentretun  it. 

But  suppose  this  waa  a  doubtlbl  snl^eot, 
whether  or  not  tbe  laws  of  tbe  two  Btatea  were 
in  force  in  tbe  District;  would  the  gentleman 
still  wish  to  leave  it  in  doubt  t  Surely  no  new 
laws  could  be  made  by  those  States  to  affect 
this  district,  actnally  made  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  he  coDt«oded  that  nrae  of  the  laws  , 
whatever  did  exist  here,  and  that  the  power  of 
tbe  civil  officers  actually  had  ceaaed;  it  there- 
fore required  no  painting  to  show  that  tbe  state 
at  the  place  was  truly  deplorable.  Would  the 
gentleman  yet  wish  to  leave  the  District  with- 
out laws,  and  merely  lest  it  should  take  away 
their  suffrage  1  That  the  people  could  not  m 
represented  in  the  General  Government,  Mr,  B. 
admitted.  Bui  where  was  the  blame,  if  any 
oould  attach  t  Certainly  not  to  the  men  who 
made  the  act  of  oeeaion ;  not  to  those  who  ac- 
cepted it.  It  was  to  the  men  who  ftimied  the 
constitutional  proviaon,  who  peonliarly  sot  apart 
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UiiB  aa  a  Dialrict  nnder  the  Dational  eafegnard 
and  GoT«mmeDt  Bot,  he  oonlAnded,  there  was 
no  injDi7  BnBtained.  What  less  oompenBation 
than  the  puticnlar  legislation  of  this  District 
conld  be  required  for  the  remoTsl  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  nhereby  in  these  almoet  tminhsbited 
woods  the  beginnings  of  a  rich  and  proeperona 
oltj  was  eommenc^  and  made  the  capital  of 
the  United  States  t 

The  motion  for  poetponement  was  witlidrewn 
wjtbont  a  question  tieing  taken,  and  the  House 
reaolTed  itself  intA  a  Ocanmittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill.  Mr.  Swub  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  SiCLiB  Biud  he  would  willingl j  give  the 
reaaons  which  prompted  him  to  make  the  mo- 
tion, and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  woold  as 
freely  make  his  reply.  If  it  oonld  lie  proved  to 
him  that  the  rights  of  theee  people  conld  be  re- 
Mired  bj  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  give 
him  pleasure,  bat,  t>elieFing  it  to  I^  impoesiblo,  be 
wished  to  destroy  the  bill.  It  could  not  be  de- 
nied bnt  that  the  people  of  this  Distriot  were 
precisely  in  the  same  sitnation  at  preeent  which 
they  always  bad  been,  and  snt^ect  to  the  sanie 
laws,  but  would  it  be  so  when  the  Govern- 
ment onoe  accepted  the  cession }  It  would  not. 
Kot  a  man  in  the  Distriot  woold  be  represented 
in  the  Qoveniment,  whereas  every  man  who 
contributed  to  the  sapport  of  a  government 
.  ongbt  to  lie  represented  in  it,  otherwise  his  nv 
tnrd  rights  were  subverted,  and  he  left,  not  a 
dtizen,  bat  a  auljeot.  Thia  waa  one  right  the 
bill  deprived  these  people  of,  and  he  bed  always 
been  taught  to  believe  it  was  a  very  serious  and 
Important  one.  It  was  a  right  which  this 
oonntry,  when  under  snljection  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, thought  worth  making  a  resolute  struggle 
for,  aud  evinced  a  determinatl(m  to  periah  rather 
thm  not  ei)]oy. 

Another,  and  an  important  rig^t,  til  which 
those  people  wei«  about  to  be  deprived,  was, 
that  their  Judges  and  their  Governor  were  not 
to  be  the  choice  of  themselvee,  bnt  of  the  Pre- 
rident  The  privilege  of  a  local  Legislature 
might  be  given  to  the  people,  but  of  what  avail 
could  they  be  if  the  Governor  appointed  by  the 
President  could  deprive  them  of  every  aot  they 
might  make  by  his  negative  )  Where  waa  their 
security  if  the  Acta  of  theee  Representatives  of 
the  people  conld  be  to-morrow  revoked  by  a 
powerderivinganthmtyfrom  elsewhere!  Much 
aa  gentlemen  might  talk  abont  disnlty  of  gov- 
ernment, nothing  he  thooght,  would  more  com- 
port with  true  dignity  than  lilierty,  and  withoot 
it  dignity  of  government  was  not  worth  aname. 
It  surely  must  be  disagreeable  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  in  the  midst  of  a  people  who  are 
deprived  of  their  rights,  and  what  insecurity 
there  ever  had  been,  or  ever  would  be,  to  the 
Government,  from  ita  residence  under  the  laws 
of  the  States,  he  could  not  conceive.  He  had 
never  known  of  any.  If  he  oonld  be  oonvinoed 
that  the  people  would  not  t>e  deprived  of  these 
rights,  among  others,  he  would  .agree  to  some 
SDoh  bill  >a  tUa. 


[FtMnuT,  IWL 

Mr.  Dbitnib  acknowledged  that  bad  be  tba 
same  Impresrions  aa  the  member  who  had  Jnit 
sat  down,  be  would  not  hedtate  for  a  luomeat 
to  believe  that  liberty  had  been  forced  to  jield 
to  a  reign  of  absolute  slavery.  But  from  a  oou- 
uderation  of  the  intereste  of  the  people,  of  tlia 
digni^  of  the  Govemmeot,  and  of  uie  seat  of 
the  Ctongren,  together  with  the  reflections  rf 
the  gentteman  who  had  Just  reanmed  hi>  seat, 
he  felt  himself  called  opofi  to  make  some  obser 
vations  by  way  of  an  answer. 

Aa  to  die  interests  of  the  people,  oonld  it  for 
a  moment  be  doubted  that  a  local  goverament, 
a  Judiciary,  and  a  l^islatnre,  would  be  higlily 
advantageonst  Gould  any  man  doubt  bnt  it 
would  be  more  oonvenient  and  advajtigeow 
for  the  inbabit«nts  to  attend  the  courts  in  this 
place  than  to  be  taken  away  to  Blchmond  ait  to 
Annapolis  t  It  bad  been  always  an  approved 
privilege  thntjuaticeshonld  tie broaght  Wie  to 
every  man's  door,  and  where  oould  it  be  more 
so  than  by  the  establishment  of  aju^oiary,  m- 
peoially  for  thia  District  t  Nor  were  the  ad- 
vantages less,  he  contended,  in  the  legislative 
department  If  a  ready  communication  with 
their  representatives  was  desirable  to  the  peo- 
ple, by  uie  residence  and  sitting  (^  the  represoi- 
tatjvea  of  this  Distriot  beins  within  itself  the 
oommnnioation  was  ea!^,  and  the  rifi^ts  of  the 
people  in  their  local  concerns  more  attainaUe, 
surely,  than  thoogh  they  had  to  go  to  Richmmd 
or  to  Annapolis.  Bnt,  taking  a  more  oompre- 
bennve  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  D.  asked  if  the 
general  interests  of  the  Bistnot  would  not  ba 
more  secured  by  persons  immediMely  aeqwat- 
ed  and  concerned,  than  by  persona  of  dit&i«nt 
States,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  placet  Ons 
or  two  representatives  to  each  lepslatnre  woold 
be  the  utmost  that  the  Distriot  eonld  tMid,  asd 
these  placed  among  men  of  diflbrant  intensts, 
what  could  be  expected  compared  to  abody  lodi 
as  is  prescrilied  by  thia  bilL  drawn  from  amoDg 
the  people  themselves  t  In  these  legldatnres, 
the  numerous  local  cironnutanoea  which  most 
call  for  attention  In  a  newly  planted  and  rapidly 
growing  capita],  never  o&n  recave  dne  alteit- 
tion.  Every  pwaon  must  know  that  a  great 
proportion  of  ousiness  must  arise  fWim  a  eom- 
merdal  city.  From  obaervatian  he  oonld  My 
that  abont  one-third  of  the  buaitoess  of  tbe  Le- 
gislature of  Uaryland  nsnolly  arwe  frnm  BaU- 
more  alone,    Aa  thia  .cdty,  thenivn,  grew  in 

Cipnktion  and  in  trade,  the  demand  for  legii- 
tive  attention  wonld  increase,  and  «tl>«  ita 
interests  must  be  nei^eoted,  or  the  rittiag  of 
the  State  legistatnree  must  be  protracted  too 
far.  Beades  this,  ezperienoe  must  have  tan^t 
genUemen  that  numerous  bodlea  eonld  not  n 
well  attend  to  the  minute  advantages  of  a  |dace 
like  thia  aa  small  bodies,  and  partMulaily  audi 


It  had  been  said  that  these  people  were  bV* 
py.  Mr.  D.  admitted  it;  bnt  a  ciwnge  of  or- 
cumstanoes  made  an  inevil«hle  difiraiiM,  and 
required  a  different  mode  of  legialatiog,  this 
District  of  the  GeBsral  GoVenuiml,  being  a 
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part  of  two  BtAtes,  most  require  an  altontion 
from  its  former  govenunent.  Surelj  the  orgEi- 
luzalion  of  a  lootl  body  mnBt  be  more  advantSr- 
geoDS  th&n  any  modiflcatious  which  oonld  be 
made  bj  those  two  Legislatures.  So  far  from 
a  rule  al  deBpotism  then  being  over  these  peo- 
ple, he  thought  the  poMiDg  of  thia'bill  would 
moch  increase  th^  proeperity.  It  wa»  said 
that,  by  the  aamimtitioii  of  the  jarisdiction,  these 
people  woold  aak  now  much  thej  were  here- 
tofore  represttil«d  in  tlie  two  Le^slatarM  to 
which  they  sent  del^atea.  They  were  bo  in 
name,  btit  very  little  in  essence,  from  the  com- 
paratiTely  small  noinber  tliey  oonld  send  to  the 
LcsifdatorcH.  Bnt  the  argninents  went  as  much 
against  the  assumption  at>any  fntore  time  aa  at 
present.  That  it  would  be  some  time  taken  np 
there  oonld  be  no  doabt.  It  onght  therefore  to 
be  recollected,  that  tf  it  wonld  ever  be  pro^r, 
■  period  more  on&vorable  to  the  interests  of 
the  people  might  be  selected  than  the  present, 
snd  therefbre  the  present  moment  oaght  to  be 
Moepted,  and  espeiaally  so,  m  he  believed  the 
peoMe  were  deeiroos  of  it,  and  were  satisfied 
with  Hie  features  of  the  bill  From  their  con- 
tiguity to,  and  reddence  among  the  members 
of  the  Qeneral  Government,  they  knew,  that 
tiMragh  they  might  not  be  i«present«d  in  the 
national  body,  thdr  voice  would  be  heard.  Bnt 
if  it  should  be  necessary,  the  oonatitntion  might 
be  so  altered  aa  to  give  them  a  delegate  to  the 
Goieral  Legislatnre  when  their  nmnbers  shonld 
become  sDfflcient.  Upon  the  whole,  he  oonld 
see  no  measoree  which  would  more  immediately 
promote  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  dis- 
trict, and  f^ve  HtahiUty  to  their  minds,  and-  to 
tl>eir  cmicems  with  each  other,  than  the  present 
biQ  -  and.  therefore,  he  hoped  the  section  wonld 

lb.  IfAOON  said,  he  coold  see  no  sneb  imme- 
diate necessity  for  this  law.  A  genUeman  had 
totd  the  oommittoe  it  was  neoessary  becaose  the 
Btates  did  not  pay  regard  to  it  Ur.  M.  sop- 
powd  the  same  attention  was  pud  to  this  dis- 
trict as  nsnol,  and  the  same  as  was  pud  to  any 
otiier  Mrticolar  part  He  believed  th^poliU- 
eal  aao  local  riahte  were  as  perfectly  eecnre 
withont  this  bill  as  any  other  part  of  those 
BtateSi  and  if  the  object  of  gentlemen  was  to 
make  it  bett«r  or  worae,  he  ahonid  be  opposed 
to  it  Befbre  the  least  change  from  their  for- 
mer ntnstion,  some  inconveniences  ought  to  be 
.  mentianed  mider  which  they  labored,  and  this 
hod  not  been  done,  more  than  mere  conjeotnre 
and  Himaiaes  had  engendered.  Most  assnredly 
there  on^t  to  be  some  good  grannd  for  this 
aaramptioa.  becaose  it  was  not  merely  a  com- 
mon act  of  the  Legjalattire^  which  could  be  re- 
pealed or  ftmanded  M  soon  as  paned.  It  was 
in  act  (tf  »  natnie  that  conid  not  be  essentially 
alt«red  withont  an  alteration  in  tlie  oonstitntion, 
bscaose  if  the  ossnmption  was  once  accepted,  it 
Conld  not  be  parted  vrith. 

It  woold  be  so  &r  from  advantogeoas  to  the 
dty  of  Wsshiogtoa,  Hr.  U.  s^d,  that  it  i 
WDonttiillj  iiOoTB  it    On  one  side  of  the  11 


was  Alexandria,  a  popnlons  town  ;  on  the  other 
side  was  Georgetown.  Would  not  these  two 
give  to  the  legislatnre  a  majority  f  And  if  so, 
a  mora  palpable  evil  conld  not  be  pnt  upon  the 
city  than  by  patting  it  in  with  more  nnmerons 
towns  whose  intereeta  wonld  ever  be  opposed 
to  the  growth  of  the  city.  There  would  mevi- 
tably  be  an  Alexandria  interest,  a  Georgetown 
intOTest,  and  a  dty  interest,  and  those  strag- 
gling with  each  otber. 

It  was  said  to  be  inconvenient  to  be  repre- 
sented at  a  distance,  from  the  want  of  an  easy 
oommnnicatlon.  How  oonld  this  be?  What 
was  more  easy  than  for  letters  and  instmctions 
to  be  sent  by  post!  The  omnmnnicaLion  was 
easy  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  to  Con- 
gress, and  could  be  equally  so  to  any  place 
where  the  post  goes.  There  coold  be  no  donbt 
bnt  the  States  wonld  pay  as  mnch  attention  to 
the  int«reets  of  this  District,  if  it  nx'tinned  under 
their  Jarisdiction,  aa  ever  hod  been  done,  and 
more :  by  not  soffering  it  to  endnre  any  injury 
which  it  conld  prevent,  Congress  shoold  im- 
mediately take  the  Jurisdiction.  The  language 
and  meaning  of  gentlemen  oonld  be  well  under- 
stood, Gentiemen  were  called  to  support  the 
measure  with  enei^,  while  they  had  strength. 
'So  doubt  this  was  the  principal  gronnd  of  t£eir 
endeavors  to  push  the  measure,  otthongb  the 
Legislature  hod  bnt  jnst  met  here,  and  there  had 
been  scarce  time  to  know  what  would  be  the 
proper  regulations  to  adopt  But  he  wished  to 
remind  them,  that  altbongh  the  law  might  be 
passed,  the  time  wonld  not  be  far  off  when  his 
friends  would  be  in  the  minority,  and  some  oon> 
siderable  alterations  might  be  made  in  it 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  the  details  of  the 
bilL  He  disliked  the  establishment  of  a  gov- 
emment,  the  executive  and  Jndioiary  of  which 
were  in  the  appointment  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  former  for  three  years  and 
the  latter  during  good  behavior;  and  these, 
both  governor  and  Judges  pf  the  superior  and 
inferior  courts,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  Oonld  it  be  the  wish  of 
the  gentleman,  he  asked,  to  establish  in  the 
very  beart  of  the  United  States,  and  immediate- 
ly under  th&  eye  of  the  Government,  such  a 
Srinciple  as  that  these  rulers  ahonld  be  indepen- 
ent  and  entirely  above  the  control  of  the  peo- 
ple t  He  declared  that  if  he  should  be  in  Con- 
grees  agun,  and  as  long  as  he  ever  should  be  in 
the  House,  he  should  constanUy  make  it  his 
duty  to  exert  himself  for  the  repeal  of  so  bad  a 
principle,  and  leave  the  governor,  the  jndget^ 
and  the  Legislature,  immediately  amenable  to 
the  people.  Another  thing  he  should  also  be 
ever  opposed  to,  was  the  manner  <>f  this  Hotise 
of  Bepreeentatives  and  Senate  being  choeeiL 
and  the  time  of  their  continuance.  Why  should 
they  be  elected  here  for  two  years,  when  in  all 
the  State  L^slatnrea,  he  believed  they  were 
chosen  annwAly,  except  two,  in  one  of  which 
they  were  elected  every  six  months,  and  in  the 
other,  every  two  years,  A  greater  absurdity  • 
I  BtJll  ««a  evinced  in  the  time  for  wUoh,  and  the 
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manner  how  the  Senatora  vere  oboaen — riz 
years,  and  by  eleotoT&  Althoogh  in  tbeae 
tliinn  there  was  a  idmilarity  to  the  choice  of 
the  General  UoTernraent,  he  would  ask  what 
timUarity  there  coold  be  in  the  two  Gorern- 
menta?  In  the  one  there  is  a  vast  extent  of 
oonntry  and  a  nnmennu  population;  in  the 
other,  a  stntU  popnlaticm,  a  aniall  tract  of  oonn- 
try, and  an  almoet  KUieral  knowledge  by  every 
one  of  every  individnal  in  it.  He  doubted 
whether  theXeglalatare  of  die  TTnion  oonld  at 
all  delegate  powers  to  this  local  government; 
bat  whether  or  not,  he  oonld  see  no  kind  of 
necessity  during  the  present  session  to  sasame 
them.  The  Government  wonld  go  on  as  well 
as  before,  and  he  had  no  donbt  the  city  wonld 
conthine  in  that  rapid  state  of  prosperity  gen- 
tlemen had  witnessed  since  they  arrived  hwe. 

The  committee  roee  without  taking  a  qoes- 
tiou,  and  had  leave  to  dt  again. 

TuEBOAi,  February  8. 

A  new  tnember,  to  wit,  John  Stswabt,  re- 
tamed  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  Uoose  for 
the  StaU  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  room  of 
Ihomas  Hartley,  deceased,  appeared,  prodaoed 
hin  credential^  was  qoalified,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Hoose. 

Ditlriet  of  CoVaaina. 

The  Eonse  resolved  itoelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  for  the  government  of  the 
District  of  Colombia,  when  the  question  was 
t^en  on  the  moton  made  yesterday,  for  striking 
out  the  first  section,  and  negatived,  ten  mem- 
bers only  risinK  for  it. 

Mr.  Obbo»  then  propoaed  sn  amendment  to 
the  flnit  section,  the  ohjeot  of  which  was  to 
make  the  election  of  repreeentativeB  annua], 
instead  of  biennial  as  contemplated  t^  the  bill. 
This  motion  bronght  on  a  lengthy  disGnsaion, 
being  supported  by  Messrs.  J.  Smith,  Claibobrk, 
NioHOLAS,  Oalluin,  and  Maook  ;  and  opposed 
by.  Messrs.  Obue,  Habp«b,  Baiub,  H.  Lxb, 
Thoius,  and  Dkhnib.  On  the  qnesdon  fbr 
agreeing  to  the  motion,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — 16  voting  for  it  and  CO  against  it. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Cumosm, 
•0  to  amend  the  first  section  aa  to  extend  the 

Erivitege  of  voting  to  persons  who  are  not  free- 
olders ;  that  privilege  being  confined  by  the 
bill  to  freeholders  exclasively.  This  motion 
bronght  on  a  short  debate.  In  which  Keens. 
Knonxix,  NioaoLsoH,  Suit^  Maoos,  Taxx- 
WKLL,  and  NtoBOLAB  aapported  the  motion,  and 
Messrs.  Haspsk,  Obaix,  DsNina,  and  Gallatix, 
opposed  it.  On  the  question  that  the  House  do 
sigree  to  the  motion,  it  was  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative, there  being  48  votes  for,  aodMagainstit. 

■  'Wednxsdat,  February  4. 
Diitriat  t(f  Columbta,     ■ 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
xjS  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  government  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  aAij.ATDr  to 
•mead  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  so  as  ' 


tend  the  privilege  of  voting  for  repreeentstiTss 
to  penoDs  other  than  (teeholdras,  who  are  pos- 
sessed of  property  in  the  District  to  the  valne 
of  eighty  dollsis. 

Mr.  Habfxs  proposed  an  amendment  to  tbs 
foregoing  amendment,  that  a  oitisen,  not  being 
a  freeholder,  in  order  to  qualify  him  as  sn  eleo- 
tor,  must  be  a  honaekeeper,  and  pcsseewd  of  pro- 
perty of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
Moertained  by  the  feoord  of  the  hut  assesntsnt 
next  preceding  the  period  of  (rfbring  his  vote. 

Mr.  GALLATDt's  amendment  was  withdrawn, 
and  Mr.  Habpii's,  which,  thongfa  oflbred  h  so 
amendment,  was  a  complete  substitate  for  it, 

as  adopted. 

Mr.  CLAnoBHX  proposed  as  an  amendment  to 
this  same  sectiim,  to  rednce  tbe  term  of  a  Sena- 
tor oontinuing  in  office  tVom  mx  to  three  yeuk 

The  motion  was  negatdved. 

Mr.  Tazbwkll  moved  to  strike  out  the  Ben- 
ate  altogether,  on  the  ground  that  OongrHi, 
having  the  revi^n  of  all  laws  that  may  bi 
passed  for  tbe  territory,  and  the  power  c^  re- 
jecting snoh  as  they  did  not  approve,  would  be 
a  safflcient  check  on  the  RepreMnlatives  witb- 
oat  a  Bmate. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Maook  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
Senators  should  be  elected  immediately  b;  tbe 
people,  and  not  by  electors,  as  proposed  bj  the 

This  motion  was  also  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  hj  Ur.  Kioholsov,  thit 
the  electors  ahonld  not  be  permitted  to  cboose 
themselves  as  Senators. 

This  motion  was  adopted. 

The  conm^ttee  rose,  reported  progress,  snd 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

TantAT,  Febraary  6. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Lm  Lnroour,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House  aa  a  member  front 
Massachnsetta,  in  the  room  of  Dwight  Foster, 
elected  a  Senator  of  tbe  United  States,  appesttd, 
prodnced  his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat  in 
tlie  House. 

Rvlet  yi>r  EUttitm  of  FrttidmL 

Mr.  ItuTi.Ki>oi,  frdm  the  oomtnittee  aHMtnl- 
ed,  on  the  second  instant^  to  prepare  and  repeat 
such  rolee  as,  in  their  opmion,  are  jwwer  to  bs 
adopted  by  this  House  to  be  obeerved  hi  tbs 
choice  of  a  President  of  the  United  States,  mads 
a  report ;  which  was  read. 

[Sb«  ^mI,  Mooday  M,  U  aa>«dsd.] 

MoHOAT,  Febraary  9. 

Ordarti,  That  tbe  Comnuttee  of  OUn^  U 
whom  was  r«Arred,  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  tbe 
memorial  of  sundry  derka  emploved  in  tbe 
different  departmenia,  be  disdiargea  traa  tbs 
fHirther  oonMderation  tli««oC  and  that  IheMaw 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Beviasl  sad 
Unfinished  Bnrinea& 

Mr.  BuTLKDOB,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  tbe  part  of  this  House,  Jtdfitly,  with  tbe  eoB- 
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nittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  ucertmji 


States;  of  notlfring  the  persona  elected  of  their 
tdectioo,  and  the  Uiae,  pUoe,  and  maniier  of  ad- 
ministering the  oath  of  office  to  the  President, 
reported  that  the  oommitt«e  had  taken  the  mb- 
Ject  referred  to  them  nnder  oooside ration,  but 
had  oome  to  no  agreement  tbereapon. 

A  meeaBge  from  the  SenUe,  mfbrmed  the 
Hoiue  that  the  Senate  wonld  be  ready  to  re- 
oeive  the  Honae  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  being  preeent  at  the  opening  and  count- 
ing of  the  votes  lor  Premdent  of  the  United 
Btktes ;  and  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a 
Mler  on  their  part,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votee 
ft*  President  of  the  United  StatM  as  they  shall 
be  declared. 

BvUtfor  Eleetion  ^Prttidmt, 

The  HoDse  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 

made  on  Friday  last,  from  the  committee  ap- 

Kinted  to  jn-epare  and  report  rules  proper  to 
observed  in  tliar  choice  of  a  President  of  the 
United  States :  Wherenpon, 

Ordered,  That  the  b^  report  be  oommitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Bonse  imme- 
diately. 

The  Honse,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  report ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  committee  had  had  the  said 
report  onder  oon^eration,  and  directed  him  to 
r^rt  to  the  Honae  th«r  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  an  amendment;  which  ho  deli- 
Tered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  read.  The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  con- 
rider  the  report:  Whereupon,  the  amendment 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Boose  to  the  siud  report,  was,  on  the  question 
pnt  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  that 
the  House  do  disagree  with  the  Committee  of 
tbe  whole  House  in  their  agreement  to  the 
fowth  role  contained  in  the  said  report,  in -the 
words  fbllowing,  to  wit : 

"  tth.  AUti  commenciiig  &e  balloting  for  Freri- 
dent,  tha  Hcoie  dmU  not  ^onm  until  a  ehoitn  is 

And,  the  qneslion  being  taken  tbereapon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative— yeas  47,  nays  58. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  that 
tbe  Honae  do  dissgree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  in  their  agreement  to  the  fifth 
nile  oontained  in  the  said  report,  in  the  words 
fiirilowing,  to  wit; 

"Sth.  The  doonofaa  Bonn  shall  be  olo«eddai^ 
ing  tha  ballatiiig,  except  agsluat  tbe  officers  of  the 
Boom:* 

And,  the  question  being  token  thereupon,  it 
passed  in  tbe  negative— ^eos  4fi,  naya  S4. 

Baehtd,  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
tbe  Comnuttoe  of  the  whole  House  in  their 

inement  to  the  said  report,  as  amended,  in 

e  vorda  following,  to  vft : 
VouIL-ir 
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"  That  llie  following  nlu  be  (^served  in  the  choice 
by  the  HovM  of  RepreMiiCatives  ut  a  Pruideot  of  the 
United  Slates,  wluiae  tenn  is  to  commence  on  tbe 
fanrtb  day  <£  March  neil 

"1st.  In  the  erant  of  its  appearing,  upon  the  count- 
ing and  asMrtniniiig  of  the  votes  given  ftr  Proadent 
■nd  Tice  Ppondent,  sccordii^  to  the  mode  oreseribed 
1^  the  conititaCioEi,  that  no  penoa  baa  a  cmstita- 
tional  majority,  and  tbe  same  shall  have  bean  dolr 
dedared  and  enterad  on  Uie  joonialj  of  this  HonM^ 
the  Speaker,  aoeompanled  bj  the  memben  of  tha 
House,  ahall  nlnni  to  thmr  Chamber. 

"2d.  Seats  shall  be  provided  in  this  Houm  for  Ae 
Preudent  and  members  of  tha  Senate  j  md  uoti£ofr- 
tion  of  the  tame  shall  be  made  to  the  Senate. 

"  Sd.  The  Honw,  on  their  return  from  the  Senate 
Chamber,  it  being  ascertained  that  the  oonstimtioaal 
number  of  Stat«  ware  present,  shall  imme^ately 
piDceed  to  choose  one  of  the  penons  from  whom  tba 
choice  is  to  be  made  for  PresidcDt ;  and  ia  case  np<ai 
the  first  ballot  there  shall  not  qmear  to  be  a  m^oij- 
tj  of  the  Stales  in  ^vor  of  one  cf  them,  in  such  casa 
the  House  shall  contiiiae  to  ba]lot  for  a  President, 
vitbout  intermption  b;  other  bnsinees,  until  it  ahall 
appear  that  a  Prendent  is  dnly  idioBea 

"itb.  After  commencing  tbe  balloting  for  Presi- 
dent, the  House  shall  nut  a4ionm  lutii  a  ohmce  be 


"  6th.  In  balloting,  the  follawing  mode  shall  be 
observed,  to  vit;  Tha  repmentative*  of  the  respec* 
tive  Slate*  diall  be  ao  seated  that  the  delegation  oT 
each  Stale  shall  be  together.  Tba  representatives  of 
each  State  shall,  in  the  first  Instance,  ballot  aoioi^ 
themselves,  in  rader  to  ascertain  tha  votes  oF  the 
State ;  and  it  shall  be  alloired,  when  deemed  neoet- 
sary  by  tbe  ddegaliou,  tp  name  one  or  more  persona- 
of  the  lepreeenlation,  to  be  tellera  </  tbe  bsJlola^ 
Attar  tbe  vote  of  each  State  ij  ascart^ned,  duplicates- 
thereof  shall  be  made  ;  and  ia  case  the  vole  of  tba 
be  fbr  one  penon,  then  the  name  of  that  pertooi 
be  written  on  each  of  tJie  dnplioates ;  and  in. 
ease  the  ballots  of  the  State  be  eqaally  divided,  them 
tbe  word  "  dicidtd  "  ahall  be  written  on  each  duplicate^ 
and  tha  aald  donlicatas  shall  be  deposited  in  manaer 
hereafter  prascribed,  in  boxes  to  be  provided.  That, 
fbr  tha  conveniently  taking  the  ballots  of  the  ssvaraC 
tepresentatives  of  die  leapactive  States,  thete  be  air 
teen  ballot  boxes  provided  ;  and  that  there  be^  ad- 
ditionally, two  boxes  provided  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
receiving  tbe  votes  of  the  Statea;  that  after  die  dele- 
gatiou  1^  each  State  shall  have  asceitained  the  vote 
of  the  State,  the  Seigeant-at-Arma  shall  cany  to  tha 
respective  delegaCioui  the  two  ballot  boxes,  and  tba 
dele^tioa  cf  eadi  State,  in  the  presence  and  luljaat 
to  the  examination  of  all  lbs  memliars  of  the  delega- 
tion, shall  depodt  a  duplicate  of  the  vote  of  Oie  Stale 
in  each  ballot  box ;  and  wheie  then  is  more  than  one 
repieseutadve  of  a  State,  tbe  duplicates  shall  not 
both  he  depoiited  by  the  same  person..  When  the 
votes  of  the  States  are  all  thni  taken  in,  tbe  Sergeaat- 
at'Arm*  shall  cam  one  of  the  genual  ballot  boxes 
to  ona  table,  and  me  other  to  a  second  and  separate 
table.  SiTtaSD  memben  shall  then  be  appmuted  as 
tellers  of  the  ballots ;  one  of  whom  shall  be  taknt 
from  each  State,  and  be  nominated  by  the  delegation 
of  the  State  frcnn  which  he  was  takea  The  said 
tellsrs  shall  be  divided  Into  two  equal  sets,  aoooidinff 
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nlres ;  and  one  of  the  uld  seta  of  tellers  shall  pro- 
CMd  to  eooDt  tba  Totm  in  one  of  the  said  bnxe:,  sod 
the  other  tet  the  Totea  in  the  other  box  ;  and  in  the 


TDtai  of  the  States  are  connted  by  the  renpecti' 
of  teller?,  the  remit  ihoJl  be  reported  to  the  Honae ; 
and  if  the  reports  anree,  the  aame  ehsll  be  accepted 
at  the  true  voCei  of  the  Stales ;  but  if  the  reparts 
disRsree,  Che  States  ahall  iicmediataly  proceed  to  a 
Dew  ballot,  in  TDamier  aforesaid. 

"  Tth.  If  citberofthe  persons  voted  for,  shall  hare 
a  majority  of  the  votea  of  all  the  States,  the  Speaker 
ihail  declare  the  aame ;  aad  official  notioe  hereof 
■ball  be  immediately  ^vea  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Statei,  and  to  tiie  Senate. 

"  Sib.  All  qneations  which  shall  arise  after  the 
balloting  comniencea,  and  which  shall  be  decided  by 
the  House  Toting  per  eapUa  to  be  incidental  to  the 
power  of  choosing  the  President,  and  which  shall  le- 
qniie  the  decisEon  of  the  Hooae,  shall  be  decided  by 
Statea,  and  without  debate  ;  and  in  osae  of  on  equal 
diriiion  of  the  Totes  of  States,  the  qnesUoo  shall  be 
loet- 


TuisDXT,  Febmftry  10. 
Cred«atiali  of  Mgn^tri. 

Mr.  Dent,  from  tho  Btauding  Committee  of 
EleotioDs,  made  a  report,  which  he  delivered  in 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  aame  waa  read, 
andisasfoUowa: 

"lie  CommfttM  of  Elections  havioff  esanioed 
the  credeDtial*  of  saveraJ  toemben  claiming  asats  in 
tbia  House,  report; 

"  That,  by  two  certifioates  of  the  Qoremor  of  Maa- 
lachnsetta,  under  teal  of  the  State,  and  dated  the 
ninth  day  of  Janaary,  one  thoosand  eight  hondred 
and  one,  it  ^ipeer*  by  otiB  of  the  said  certificates 
that  Ebeneier  Mattoon  is  dnly  elected  to  serve  as  a 
membei  of  the  Honae  of  Bepreaentatifes  of  the  United 
States,  io  tJie  room  of  Samnel  Lyman,  stated  tber^ 
to  haTB  resigned ;  and  by  the  other  certificate,  that 
Levi  IJncohi  is  dnly  elected  ms  aforesaid,  in  the  place 
•tf  Dwight  Foster,  appmnted  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States. 

"  It  a{^ar«,  also,  ^  a  letter  nnder  the  ilgnatiira 
of  the  Governor  of  Permsylvania,  dated  the  twen^. 
first  day  of  January,  one  thooiand  eight  hundred  and 
one,  and  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  acoompanied  by 
atrthenticated  docnments,  that  Jt^  Stewart  is  duly 
clunen,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Hartley,  deoeased. 

"The  conunittee  are  of  opinioo  that  Ebeneier  Mat- 
toon  is  entitled  to  a  seat,  in  the  place  tt  Samuel  ^- 
mui,  leaigned ;  Levi  Linooln,  in  the  place  of  Dwight 
Foster,  app(dnt«d  a  Senator  oftheUmtedStatM;  and 
John  Stewart,  in  the  place  of  nomas  Bartley,  de- 
oaaied." 

Sltetion  tifPreiidmt. 
Betolvtd,  That  this  House  will  attend  In  the 
Chamber  of  the  Senate  on  Wedneada;  next  at 
twelve  o'clook,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  being  present 
at  the  opening  and  counting  of  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Stat«a;  that  Mr.  Bctledoe  and  Mr.  NicnoLU 
be  appointed  tellers,  to  act  Jointly  with  the  tel- 
ler i^point«d  OD  the  port  of  the  Senate,  to  make 
a  li*t  of  the  Tot«a  for  Prceid^t  and  Vice  Fre- 
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oidont  of  the  United  States,  as  th«f  shall  be 
deelwed ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  ooDoaiM 
the  state  of  the  vote,  which  ahall  be  entered  on 
the  Journals;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  ohmce 
hath  been  made  agreeably  to  the  constitation, 
socb  entry  on  the  jonmols  shall  be  deemed  i 
sufficient  declarntion  thereod 

Ordered,  That  the  Gerk  of  this  Home  dn  ao 
qnaint  the  Senate  therevith. 


WiosiBDAT,  Febmar;  11. 

On  motion,  it  wss 

Betohed,  That  all  letters  and  paoketa  to  Johk 
AoAKS,  nowPrewdent  of  the  United  Slates,  »f- 
ter  the  expiration  of  hia  terra  of  office,  and  dur- 
ing his  life,  may  be  traaimitted  by  post,  free  of 
postage. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brongbt  in 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  aodthatUi. 
Otis,  Mr.  Thxtcesb,  and  Mr.  Sbkpabi),  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  tbs 

EUetion  <ff  PrmitaiX. 

On  this  day,  being  the  day  by  law  aroMnled 
for  connting  the  votes  of  the  JHectors  oi  Prei- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  there  were  presmt 
the  following  Representatives,  re^wctively,  thtl 
is  toaay: 

AvH  iVw  Baa^dan. — Abiel  Foster,  Jbaa&iB 
Fraeman,  Jamea  Sheafe,  and  Samnel  Tenoej. 

Frim  ifaSBOliueKi.— Theodore  Sedgwick  (Spt^nX 
John  Head,  Joseph  P.  Vamum,  WQUam  Sbapard, 
Peleg  Wodsworth.  SiUa  Lee,  Lemoel  WilliuiH, 
George  Thatcher,  Bailey  Bartlott,  Pbanoel  BWn^i, 
Harrison  O.  Otis,  Nathan  Read,  Levi  linoola,  aid 
En>eneier  Mattow. 

JVma  C»u«(fiCTi(.— John  Davenport,  BBger  Gd^ 
wold,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  Chauncey  Goodri<±,  EEsv 
Goodrieh,  William  Edmond,  and  John  C.  Smith. 

Fnm   VtrmoNf.— Matthew  Lyon,  and  Le«i>  >■ 

From  JUoA,  Itland.—Cbiiitopber  O.  ChanFlta, 
and  John  Brown. 

Fhm  NtK  Font.— John  Smith,  Philip  Van  Cirt- 
landt,  Jono*  Piatt,  Henry  GSeaa,  John  ThoopsoB, 
Theodoras  Bailey,  John  Bird,  Wmiam  Ooftt.lMt 
Ehnendorph,  and  Edward  Ijvingston. 

From  A'lH  Jmty. — James  Linn,  Aaron  Etcbfll, 
John  Condit,  Jomea  H.  Imlay,  and  Franklin  Dana- 

/Vo"  /VMsy'nBBii.— Bobert  Browii,  Albert  Gals- 
tin,  Andrew  Gregg,  Jdin  A  Hanna,  Joseeh  BaM", 
John  Wilkes  Kittoa,  Miehad  Laib.  Peter  Haklee- 
berg,  John  Smllie,  John  Stewart,  Richard  Thi»*% 
Robert  Wain,  and  Henry  Woods. 
Fnm  Dtlamn. — Jamas  A  Bayard, 
From  Maryland. — John  Chew  Thomas,  Sanael 
Smith,  Gabriel  Cbriatie,  niUiam  I'raik,  Joaepli  H. 
Nicholson,   Georige  Dont,   George  Baar,  ani  Jeba 

nvm  I^'niii— Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Matthew  Clsj, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Eggleatm,  Thtanas  Ctaa^ 
Samuel  Ooode,  Edwin  Gray,  David  Holmes,  GenT 
Jackaon,  Heniy  Lee,  AndMay  New,  John  KidnH 
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Ruidolph,  Abram  Trigg,  Jobn  Trigg,  and  L7ttI«ton 
T.  Tamren. 
JVont  Kbrti  OtnUma  — VHUa  Abtm,  Jowph  Dlck- 


/Vdh    ^ndA  Cantima. — Robert   GcwdlM   Bwpcr, 

•nd  Jidiu  RcUadge. 

/>«•  Oenrgia. — Baiuainin  TaKafeiTo. 

From  Ktnlaeif.—Joba  Fowler,  knd  Thomra  T. 
Da™. 

Pnu.  roMeoML— William  ClmrlM  Cole  CUibone. 

Mr.  Sfsasss^  attended  hy  the  House,  then 
went  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  snd  took  seate 
Qierein,  when  both  Hoosee  being  aasembled,  Mr. 
BinxBDOB  and  lb.  Nicbdlas,  the  tellers  on  the 
part  of  this  Honse,  t<^ther  with  Mr.  Wsu^ 
the  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  took  seats 
*t  a  table  provided  for  them,  in  Ihe  front  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate. 

The  Pbesidkbt  of  the  Saaia,  in  the  presence 
of  both  Honsea,  proceeded  to  open  the  oertifi- 
catee  of  Che  Electors  of  the  several  States,  be- 
ginning with  jhe  State  of  Now  Hampshire ;  and 
as  the  votes  were  read,  the  tellers  on  the  p&rt  gf 
each  Boose,  counted  and  took  lista  of  the  some, 
which  bdng  compared,  were  delivered  t«  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  are  Aa  follows: 
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1 
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1 
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NeirHampAiie, 
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4 

GonDectiODt, . 

» 

TsTmoot,. 

KewToA,    . 

18 

13 

NewJamr,        . 

7 

Pem^ylTa-de, 

7 

a 

6 

K 

n 

!il 

ai 

4 

Tamienee,    . 

South  CuoHns,  . 

H 

8 

OeorgU.       . 

78 

78 

66 

M 

1 

nc/Ou  Votsi of  tKe  EUeton. 
Thomas  Jefibrson,        .  ,  ,  ,71 

A^ron  Bnrr,  ....'!'. 

John  Adams,      .  .  ,  ,61 

Charkfl  Coteswortli  Knckney,  .  .  0' 

Jobn  J^,  .  .  ,  .  .      : 


The  Pbesidbiit  of  the  Senate,  in  parEOance  of 
the  dat7  ei^oined  upon  him,  announced  the 
state  of  the  votes  to  both  Houses,  and  declared 
that  Thomas  JErrsBsoN  of  Virginia,  and  Aabon 
Bttkk  of  Now  York,  having  the  greateat  nnmber, 
and  a  m^ority  of  the  votee  of  all  tlie  Electors 
appointed,  and  being  eqnal,  it  remained  for  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  to  determine  the 
choice. 

The  two  Houses  then  separated;  and  the 
Honse  of  Repreeentativee  bang  returned  to 
their  Chamber,  proceeded,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution,  to  the  ohoice  of  a 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  follow- 
ing members  were  appointed  tellers  of  the  re- 
spective States,  to  examine  ballofa  of  each  State, 
purgoant  to  the  sixth  nde  adopted  by  the  Honse 
on  the  ninth  instant  to  wit: 

For  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  Abiel  Fos- 
ter ;  Massachusetts,  Harrison  G.  Otis ;  Bhode 
Island,  Christopher  O.  Champlin;  Oonnectiont, 
Roger  Griswold;  Vermont,  I^wisR,  Moms; 
New  York,  Theodorus  Bwley  ■  New  Jeraey, 
James  Linn ;  Pennsylvania,  Albert  Gallatin ; 
Delaware,  James  A.  Bayai^ ;  Maryland,  George 
Dent ;  Virginia,  Littleton  W.  Tazewell ;  North 
Carolina,  Nathamel  Macon ;  South  Carolina, 
Thomas  Pinckney ;  Georna,  Benjamin  Talia- 
ferro; Eentueky,  John  Eowler;  Tennessee, 
William  Charles  Dole  Claiborne. 

The  members  of  the  reepeotive  States  then 
proceeded  to  ballot  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  tiie  mle  aforesaid,  and  the  tellers  appointed 
by  the  States,  respectively,  having  pnt  dupli- 
cates of  their  votes  into  the  general  ballot  boies 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  the  votes  contained 
therein  were  taken  out  and  counted,  and  the 
result  being  reported  to  the  Spsakbb,  he  de- 
clared to  tiie  House  that  the  votes  of  eight 
States  had  been  given  for  Thomas  Jeffeeson, 
ofVirginia;  the  votes  of  sii  States  for  Aarow 
BnsR,  of  New  York ;  and  that  the  votes  of  two 
Stalea  were  divided. 

The  constitntion  of  the  United  States  requir- 
ing that  the  votes  of  nine  States  should  be  ne- 
cenary  to  oonstitnte  a  choice  of  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  motion  was  made  and  sec- 
onded, that  the  ballot  for  the  President  be  re- 
peated in  one  boor;  and,  the  question  being 
taken  by  States,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  States  then  proceeded,  in  the  manner 
aforea^d,  to  a  second  ballot ;  and,  upon  exami- 
nation of  the  ballot  boxes,  it  appeared  that  the 
votes  of  eight  States  had  been  given  for  Thoma« 
JxsPBBBON,  of  Virginia ;  and  (he  votes  of  six 
States  for  Aasoh  Rubb,  of  New  York ;  and 
that  the  votes  of  two  States  were  divided. 

The  States  then  proceeded  in  like  manner  to 
a  third  ballot ;  and,  npon  examination  thereof 
the  result  was  declared  to  be  the  same. 

The  States  then  proceeded  in  like  manner  to 
a  fourth  ballot ;  ana,  upon  examination  thereof 
the  result  was  declared  to  be  the  some. 

The  States  then  proceeded  In  like  manner  to 
a  fifth  ballot ;  and,  anon  examination  th^Wj 
the  result  was  declared  to  be  the  lame. 
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Tbe  Sut«e  tLeD  proceeded  \a  like  ni 
■  sixth  ballot;  and,  upon  euminBtion therei^ 
the  resDlt  was  declEired  to  be  the  same. 

The  Sbtt«s  then  proceeded  in  like  manner  to 
a  sevenLh  ballot ;  aai,  npon  exaniiiiation  there- 
of^ the  result  was  declared  to  be  the  Bame, 

A  motioa  was  then  made  and  seconded,  tliat 
the  States  proceed  again  to  ballot  in  one  hour; 
and,  the  qneation  bcinf;  taken  therenpon,  it  wat 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — the  votes  of  the 
States  being  ayes  12,  noes  i. 

The  time  agreed  upon  bj  the  laat-mentioned 
Tote  betna  expired,  the  States  proceeded,  in 
manner  aToresaid,  to  the  elshth  ballot  j  and, 
apon  examination  thereof,  uie  lesnlt  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  same,  to  wit ; 

The  votes  of  eight  States  for  Tbohis  Jbtibb- 
•OK,  of  Virginia ;  the  Totes  of  dx  Stales  for 
Aabos  Busk,  of  New  York ;  and  the  votes  of 
two  States  were  divided. 

The  States  then  prooeeded  to  a  ninth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  fbnrteenth,  and 
fifteenth  ballots ;  and,  npon  examination  of  the 
ballots,  respeotivelj,  the  resnlt  was  declared  to 
hetheaame. 

A  motion  waa  tben  made  and  seconded,  that 
the  States  proceed  agtun  to  ballot  at  ten  o'dock : 
and  the  queation  being  taken  therenpon,   it 

KHsed  in  Uie  negative — the  votes  of  the  States 
tng  ayes  7,  noes  B. 

Ordarai,  That  the  next  ballot  be  repeated  at 
nine  o'clock,  and  not  before. 

The  time  agreed  npon  bj  the  last-mentioned 
vote  being  expired,  the  States  prooeeded  in 
manner  foresaid  to  the  nxteenth  ballot ;  aud, 
npon  examination  thereof  the  remit 
cured  to  be  the  same. 

Orderti,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  in  one 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  the  last-mentioned 
vote  being  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  seventeentli  b^ot ; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof  the  resnlt  was 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordartd.  That  the   ballot   be   repeated 
eleven  o'clock. 

The  time  agreed  npon  bj  the  last-mentioned 
vote  being  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  eighteenth  baJlot ;  and 
npon  examination  thereof,  the  resnlt 
obrod  to  be  the  same. 

A  motion  waa  then  made  and  seconded,  that 
the  ballot  be  repeated  to-morrow  at  deven 
o*<dock  and  not  before. 

The  qneation  being  taken  thereupon,  it  passed 
In  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  the  last-mentioned 
vote  being  exjdred,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  nineteenth  ballot ;  and, 
upon  examination  thereof;  tiie  result  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  same. 

Ordartd,  That  the  baUot  be  repeated  in  one 
boiir. 


Febbuazt  12, 1  o'clock,  A IL 
The  Gme  agreed  npon  by  the  last-mentioned 
vote  being  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  twentieth  ballot;  and, 
npon  the  examination  thereof^  the  remit  vru 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  at  two 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  the  taet-mmtkm6d 
vote  being  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  twentj-firat  ballot; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof^  the  result  wu 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  at  balf 
after  tvo  o'clock. 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  iie  Isat-mentioned 
vote  being  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesidd  to  the  twenty-second  baUot; 
and,  npon  examinifion  thereof  the  reentt  wit 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  atfomt 
o'clock. 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  the  last-mentioned 
vote  being  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  foresaid  to  the  twenty-third  baDot; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof^  the  result  was 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  baUot  be  repeated  at  five 

The  time  agreed  npon  hj  the  last-mentioiMd 
vote  bring  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  twenty-fonrth  ballot ; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof  tiie  r«snlt  vas 
declared  fo  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  attix 
o'clock. 

The  time  agreed  npon  hy  the  last-menticoed 
vote  being  expired,  the  Statea  prooeeded  ia 
manner  ajbreaud  to  the  twenty-fifth  ballot; 
and,  npon  examination  hereof;  the  resolt  vai 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  at  Nvn 
o'clock. 

The  time  agreed  upon  by  the  last-mralianed 
Tola  btfna  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  twent^-oitb  ballot; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof^  the  naoH  was 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  at  eight 

The  time  agreed  apon  by  the  lastHOientioned 
vote  being  expired,  the  Btatee  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  twenty-seventh  ballot ; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof,  the  lesnlt  wM 
deolaied  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  Itiat  the  ballot  be  repeated  it 
twelve  o'clock,  and  not  before. 

The  time  agreed  npon  Irr  die  last^neetiooed 
vote  bung  expired,  the  Statea  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  twen^-ugbtii  baDot ; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof  the  result  vai 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  to^atr- 
row  at  eleven  o'okmk,  and  not  before. 
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FKBBUJkST  18, 

.The  time  agreed  upon  bj  the  laet-mentioiied 
vote  bung  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in  man- 
ner aforesaid  to  tne  twentr-nintb  ballot ;  and, 
upon  examination  thereof  tiie  result  was  de- 
alared  to  betbe  same. 

Ordtred,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  to-mor- 
row at  tffdre  o'clock,  and  not  before. 

TsBRVixr  14. 

Tbe  time  agreed  upon  b;  tbe  lost-mentioned 
vote  being  expired,  ibe  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  thirtieth  ballot ;  and, 
npon  examination  thereof,  the  reenlt  was  de- 
cured  to  be  tlie  some. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  at  one 
o'clock. 

The  time  agreed  apon  br  the  last-mentioned 
vote  beiiu  expired,  the  Stales  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  thirtj-firet  I>allot ;  and, 
npon  examination  thereof  tiieresnlt  was  de- 
clared to  be  tbe  same. 


The  time  agreed  optHi  b;  the  last-mentioned 
Tote  b^ng  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
inanner  aforesaid  to  the  thirty-second  ballot; 
and,  npon  examination  thereof,  the  rwnlt  was 
dedared  to  bo  tbe  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  at  three 
o'dook. 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  the  last-mentioned 
TOte  b^g  eroired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  tothethirtj-thlrdballot;  and, 
nmn  examination  .thereof,  the  resolt  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  on  Uon- 
da;  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  not  before. 

FXBBCABXlO. 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  the  last-mentioned 
Tote  being  expired,  the  States  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesMd  to  the  thir^-fomlh  ballot ; 
and,  npon  examination  thereol^  the  resalt  was 
declared  to  be  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  ballot  be  repeated  to-mo> 
row  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  not  before. 

FxBBtlABT  17. 

Tbe  time  agreed  npon  by  tbe  lasl^mentioDed 
vot«  being  expired,  tbe  States  proceeded  in 
maiuwr  aforeaaid  to  the  thirty-flfth  ballot ;  and, 
npon  euminaldtm  thereof^  the  resnlt  was  de- 
ottndtobe  tbe  same. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  ballot  be  rqwated  at  one 

The  time  agreed  npon  by  the  Isst-mentioned 
vote  bring  expired,  the  Stales  proceeded  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  the  thirty-siitli  ballot ;  and, 
upon  examination  thereof,  and  the  reeolt  being 
reported  by  the  tellers  to  the  Spkakkb,  tbe 
Speakbb  declared  to  tbe  Hoose  diat  the  vot^ 
of  ten  Statea  bad  been  ^ven  for  Thomab  Jkv- 


TEaaaa,  of  Virgmia ;  the  votes  of  fonr  StntM  for 
AuokBubr,  ofNewTork;  and  that  the  votes 
of  two  States  had  been  given  in  blank ;  and, 
that^  oonseonentiy,  Tboiub  Jewkrsom,  of  Vir- 
ginia, had  been,  agreeably  to  the  constitution, 
elected  President  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  term  of  fonr  years,  commencing  on  tbe 
fonrth  day  rfMarch  next.* 


•Tlilif««oltw»«aM,iiiBr«tliuitou.rothitr,to  Ocnml 
HimUtoB,  u  Uia  nujorlty  of  tlig  Adant  pirty  w««  itnngt; 
dt^HHd  to  mpport  Cokiinl  Burr— ftom  AoLag  which,  tliaj 
weralnipniiiMlriiiiHuooMritalljeoaimlW  byhlm.  H* 
w»i  penouUj  w«ll  with  Bnnr,  ud  111  with  SeBwvm,  bnt 
took  Bw  pobllo  jood,  «na  Bot  hit  own  fctllngi,  (or  hli  pild*. 
a«  Hid  of  tham,  ud  of  hit  owd  dnl  j  hetwogn  them :  -  If 
thoro  bo  ■  tun  Is  tha  worid  I  ou^t  to  hite,  it  la  JeSenm. 
With  Bun  I  imm  ti-wtjt  bHn  panoBiUj  walL  Bnt  th* 
pnbllo  good  mnit  b<  puunonnt  to  tYaij  T/t.ntt  eomldtn- 
tlon."  Tba  dinger  of  Bnrr^  alectlon  wu  Inunlai^Dt,  u  ap- 
P«ui  bomilelUcof  B^wd-i  lo  Oenont  HunUtan,  whentn 
h«««ji:  "  I  •imiTB  yon,  ill,  ih«ni  ^ipem  to  bo  1  (trong  la- 
ellBitlon  In  tba  Fedenl  partr  to  topport  Mr.  flniT.  Tha 
onmnt  hia  Utrtaj  (Junu?  Ith)  uqniiad  eouldanbl* 
Ibna, and li mulftatljt Incnulng.  ThaTotg  whlebth«rapni- 
wnttllon  of  ■  etila  enablea  ma  lo  glTa  wonld  dadda  th* 
qneiClon  In  fliTorof  Mr.  JeH^irson.  At  prMent  lunbjiM 
meuadeddaduiothaDbJaotofprafiiiniioe.  If  the  redenl 
Party  rtioold  taka  np  Mr.  Bnrr,  I  onghl  osrtiiJiily  lo  be  Im- 
preoed  with  tha  moat  oudoDbUng  eanvlBtlon  belbn  I  lapt- 
tata  myHlf  from  them."  Tbla  pitnt^  from  ■  letter  of  Mr. 
Bayard,  (who  afterwatdi  deddad  tho  elacUon,}  ahowt  tba 
Inunlnann  of  tba  danger  of  Bnn'i  eltnllon  |  and  [ha  uiwer 
to  It,  (with  lettua  to  other  Menl  memtMn,)  thowa  ttaat 
that  danger  waa  iTartad  by  eanaial  HaaUlon.  In  thiM 
lattaitha  deleted  Bntr  ai  morally  and  polldoilly  a  bad 
man,  ntlerty  unfit  and  munfa  lo  ba  ttnalad  with  the  Prerf. 
daney,  and  In  clrenmitanea*  to  make  ctltoB  hit  naoeaalty  u 
weUnahli  InoUnatjon,  and  Implorgd  him  lo  a«e  Ihaeonntiy 
fMm  th*  "  oalsfflOv  "  of  hli  aleelkm.  Tba  allng  of  theia 
latten,  rankling  In  the  boaom  of  Bnir,  prodooed  tba  dnil  In 
which  Oanaral  Hamilton  aAArmrda  loatblalira.  A  tlngn- 
lariy  bard  &le  I  to  die  t))r  aerrlng  bia  country,  and  that  la 
tba  perton  of  an  enemy. 

This  election  in  the  Booh  of  BepresenlatlTea,  pmtneted 
thnngh  Ibnr  dayi  and  to  the  Mth  ballot,  produced  the  moat 
Intenao  eidtemenl  tbnnighont  tha  TTnllad  Btat«,  ud  Ollad 
tha  mlndi  of  all  good  men  with  alum  Ibr  tba  aalkty  of  tha 
Union.  Tbe  eoncloslon,  bowaTer,  ahowtng  ten  BlatM  to 
.and  only  &nr  for  Mr.  Bnir, 
.  semban  doly  Impraaaca  with 
tha  aolemnlty  of  tha  orlsli,  and  pitrfotleally  oomlDg  fbrwud 
'  aacrlllce  printe  and  poIIUai]  feeling  on  tha  altar  of  pnb- 
Ueiaftty.  Tlie  Ibllowlng  dataU  of  tha  M  ballotlnga,  all  allka 
bnt  tha  laat,  i^ipeared  In  tbe  K itlanil  Intalllganear  at  tha 
time,  and  ihowt  the  nluoa  and  tha  tota  of  tba  dlffimnt 
memben  In  thli  moat  irdnona  and  erentfii]  itrcgstA 
[From  tha  national  Intelligencer,  of  Feb.  IT  and  IH,  ISOL] 

That  the  people  may  know  bow  tha  rotaa  of  their  Bapre- 
KhtatlTea  tiara  been  given,  we  preient  a  itatemanl : 

jr#u  HarapAlrt.—<  tai  Borr,  tIi  :  Ur.  Foatar,  Mr.  Bhtah 
Mr.  Teancy,  and  Mr.  Fraeman. 

jroHacAomtto.— IlftiT  Bnrr.Tli;  Ur.  8.  Lee,  Mr.  OUa 
Mr.  N.  Bead,  Mi.  Bbepard,  Ur.  Thatcher,  HTTWadawoiS 
Mr.  1.  Wllllama,  Mr.  Barilett,  Mr.  Ualloon,  Mr.  J.  Be^ 
Mr.  Badgwlek. 

Three  fbr  Jelbnon,  tIi  :  Mr.  Bitbop,  Mr.  Tamnm,  Ur. 

BkifU  Itlaitd.—t  Ibr  Bur,  Tla:  Mr.  Ohamplln,  aad  Ur.  J. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  FraoKKn,  Mr.  Tazewkll, 
ftnd  Ur.  Batabs,  be  ftppoiuted  a  committee  to 
wut  on  the  FSBaiDEirT  of  thk  United  States, 
and  notify  him  that  TaoiUB  Jeftebson'  is 
elected  Fresident  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
term  oommencing  on  the  ibnrth  daj  of  March 

Ordered,  That  a  mesaafce  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  Thouab  JEnxRsox  haa 


One  for  Boir,  ili;  Mr.  Morrii. 

JThc  Tort.—t   for   Mr.  Jpffsmni 
ThompioD.  Mr.  LlTtnErton. 
ludt,5Jr.  J.  enLth. 

Foot  for  Mr.  Burr,  Tli :  Ur.  Bird,  Ur.  Olcim,  Ur.  Cwpw, 

JT«D  Jtrt«i,—A  tat  I 
dJt,  Ur.  UniL 

twoforBoTT.Tli:: 

/•fUMylmnln.— »  tor  Ur.  IcHtTtoa,  lii:  Mr.  adlittn, 
Ur.  Qnff.  M[.  Huint,  Mr.  Lclb,  Mr.^mUle,  Ur.  Uuhlsn- 
berx,  Mr.  Helsler,  Mr.  Stowirt.  Ur,  B.  Browo. 

Fcnr  for  Burr,  di;    Ur.  W(Jii.Mr.  Klllin,  Ur.  Thosiu, 

;  iuTii.  Bmlth,  Ur. 
Ur.  Cnlk,  Ur. 


D,  Til :  Hr.  KltchtD,  Ur.  Con- 
r.  F,  DiTsnport,  Ur.  ItnUr. 


JMawc 


-1  for  Mr.  BOTT. 


Maryt<ma.—i  fin  Mr.  JafftraoD, 
l>cnt,  Mr.  Nlcbolioii,  Mr.  Chriitl*. 
FoBT  tor  Mr.  Bnrr,  »Ii :  Mr.  J.  C.  Th( 

Virointa.—l't  inT«rl«Njfor  Mr.  Jtttenon,  tii:  Mr. 
NIctiDlu,  Mr.  CU>,  Mr.  Cabell,  Mr.  Damon,  Mr.  Enlutin. 
Ur.  Ooods.  Mr.  Qnj,  Mr.  Uobott,  Ur.  JaA»n,  iSf.  Sew, 
Hr.  Bandalph,  Mr.  A.  Trtgj,  Mr.  J.  Til»,  Br.  Taiowell 

FtT«  ftr  lix.  Ban  on  U»  unw  MUMa,  (m  of  whom  on 
ths  nnl  ballot  Toted  fi>c  Mr.  JaltanoD,)  via :  Ur.  ETani  "- 
H.  Lee,  Mr.  Pap,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  PowbH 

JVsrM  OarMna.—*  IntarlaMr  tor  Mr,  JtlTeraoiL  <ia 
Alltoii,  Hr.  Mkdii,  Ur.  Stanford,  Mr.  Bb»«,  Ml.  bTWIUI 
Mr.  Spaliht 

Fonr  for  Bnrr  on  totna  ballota,  (8  nt  wliom  on  tho  lint 
ballot  TOtod  tor  Ur.  JoOBnon,)  tU;  Ur.  HandnMn,  Mr. 
HUl,  Mr.  Dlcljwn,  Ur.  Grqrt 

SbvA  CaroUiuL—Mi.  BumXti  being  sick  ha>  not  attended, 
t.,..  _m  ..,._j  .,  .„rj  huaid,  the  mc ■  '■-  — --    — 


Ur.  Bntledn.  Ur.  Plncknef,  and  Ur.  Huper,  Tota  f 
Bnrr.    Ur.  Nott*i  Tote  la  daabtraL    Ha  baa  gone  home. 

OaDrffin.— Ifor  JaObnan.  tIi:  Ur.  Tallahcro— Ur.  Jonei, 
vbo  la  aaad.  woald  bava  Tot4d  the  eupe  var. 

XmOicij/.—a  for  Ur,  JenraoD,Tla:  Ur.  DaTliand  Hr. 

Z^nname.— 1  tor  Mr.  Jefl^rWD,  tIi  :  Mr.  Claiborne. 

Dn  Batnrdif  IiaCa  memorial  wu  preKatadlo  John  Chaw 
Thomas  reproantatlTe In  CoDgreie  tor  Ctati  D[atriet,ftDma 
nqeotaNa  ntunbar  of  h1>  cwnetllDanta,  recommandlnc  him 
tOTOM  for  Tbomu  JatTanon,  and  dsclartnc  that  at  leacl  Iwo- 
tblida  of  bb  ooBitltiienli  vere  In  faTor  oT  the  election  of  Mr. 

Tbe  memorial  wa>  il^ed  br  tbe  moat  raapeoloble  Federal 
geallamen  irf  tbe  Citj  of  Vt^AngUa. 


[From  the  Katjonal  iBtelUKeiiMT,  of  Fab.  18.] 

On  Tseedar  at  11  o'clock  the  tSO,  htUot  waa  tatMi ;  the 
iMolt  tfa*  aaow  with  that  of  the  praoedlnc  ballota 

At  on*  o'clock  the  Utta  ballot  waa  taken  irhlth  Imned  In 
Ike  election  of  Thomaa  JaBtnon. 

On  Ihtt  ballot  than  wars, 

Ten  Statea  tor  Mr.  Jcffaiaon,  -rtz :  Vermont,  Hew  York. 
ITaw  JeraaT,  PonngrlTanta,  Uirrland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Oeoi^  KentnokT,  and  Tannctwe. 

FonrBlataatorMr.Biirr.Tli;  Slioda laland, Hew Ilamp- 


wlthdrev,  fhim 


haie  Toled  ibr  Mr.  Jeff 


nd  In  the  Inatane*  <f  Ua^lasd,  fcoi  TOte*  won  for  Jef- 
iB  MM  foot  blank. 


been  duly  elected  Presideat  of  the  Cnil*d 
Stalea,  for  the  term  of  foar  jean  commendng 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next;  and  thM  the 
Clerk  of  this  Honse  do  go  with  tbe  Niid  m» 


TmrnsDAr,  Fehruary  IS. 
StaU  SaUintt*. 

Mr.  Hiix,  {torn  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediencf  of  extingDishing  ths 
claims  of  the  United  States  for  certain  bilmcM 
which,  by  tho  Oommiasioners  appointed  to  eeltla 
the  accounts  betnoen  the  UmtedStates  and  tbe 
several  States,  were  reported  to  be  doe  from  sece- 
nil  of  the  States  to  the  United  States,  now  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  eitingniih 
the  claims  of  the  United  StAtea,  for  certain 
balances  reported  to  be  due  from  several  of  the 
States  to  uie  Unil«d  Statee ;  irhich  was  read, 
and  the  consideration  of  the  said  report  and 
biU  postponed  nntil  the  third  day  of  Mwdi  neit. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  nppfnnted  to  inqaiie  into  Oe  ei- 
pediency  of  extingiii^hig  the  daima  of  the  Culed 
Statai  for  certain  baluwes  wUcb,  hj  tbe  Conmii- 
■louera  appointed  to  aattle  the  aocoont*  between  &• 
United  States  and  tha  aaveral  States  wen  itpemd 
to  be  due  fhnn  levetal  rf  the  State*  lo  Ihe  Umied 
States,  report — 

That  iba  Commis^onsrs  afoieaaid,  on  Hi*  liqniJa- 
tioQ  of  the  acconnta,  reported  that  there  wen  dot 
from  Mveial  of  the  States  certain  balances,  thu  it 

NewToA  ....    tS,0I4,BW 

Pennq'lTaiiia  .        ,        .  1ii,i09 

DeUwiue Sli,*^ 

Haryland  ....  lSI,m 

Viipnia 10(^879 

North  Carolina  .        .  £01,06! 

That  Congrau  by  an  act  passed  the  16th  FcbnaiT, 
1799,  engaged  that  any  State  to  reported  igunri 
might  diacharge  itself  ^om  the  claim,  V  ao  engtp- 
mont  in  the  form  of  a  Ic^slatLn  act,  to  be  peoed 
before  the  first  of  AprU,  1800,  to  pay  at  tbe  Tiea- 
nuy  U  the  United  Statei,  within  five  jeBn,lbe 
amount  of  the  sum  asmimed  b;  the  United  Stalai  is 
the  debt  of  sacfa  State ;  or  by  expen^ng  mcmep  *> 
the  like  amoimt  within  tlia  time  afbrMaid  ii  the 
erection  or  fortificatiaus.  And  the  said  act  of  Ceo- 
gifW  piovidea  fnrther,  that  any  payment  or  eipendi- 
tnre  aforesaid  ahall  he  credited  at  ua  Tleamj  le  te 
amoQDt  of  stock  which  eaid  payment  or  aipmfitaie 
is  sqiial  to  the  pnrchaae  of  at  the  market  prices  rf 
•todc.  That  the  Slate  of  Nnr  YoA  psned,  wittuD 
the  time  limited,  the  Legialatire  Kt  mjnind  hr  tit 
act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  no]  ba*  aliesdr  tecared 
aredit  at  tiu  Treasnry  for  the  som  of  tStl,610  «, 
for  haviiu  previon^v  expended  in  fcvtiSealiiaM  Ifai 
sum  of  1186,688  82.  That  no  otlier  Stale  if 
acceded  to  tha  terms  offered  by  the  said  act  of  Confiisi 
The  committee  farther  report,  that,  by  the  inutr- 
diate  operation  of  tbe  said  act  of  Coi^reu,  and  of  ll>e 
Legiilatnre  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  that  Stale  «*l 
■loaBTnted  and  released  from  a  very  coaadeTahlc  pan 
ofthebalancereported,  towit,  thesniaoft69t,l!9  3li 
the  balance  reported  against  the  Stata  being  to  Ait 
amount  more  than  the  snm  snhecrflied  oa  the  umap- 
tloa  of  ths  United  Statea  in  the  debt  of  il>at  Sials 
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[H.  OF  R. 


imti  to  11,183,716  69; 
0at  tba  nm  of  $B91,I39  SI,  Bioeeda  the  vbole 
■moont  of  tb«  bftlaiice  nportod  Co  be  dae  from  tuj 
one  of  the  SCatet,  and  tbe  aggregate  anioTuit  of  the 
whcde  of  the  twlaneei,  wi^  the  exception  of  the 
bilanca  repmted  to  be  doe  frooi  the  State  of  Delaware. 
Tbe  committee,  vitboat  entering  into  a  diacaeaion 
of  the  priuciplea  irheteon  tbe  Mtliemeat  ot  the  ao- 
ooDDti  bj  the  CommUnonen  wa*  (bonded,  remaik, 
that  as  none  of  tbt  Slatei  bnt  tbe  Sute  of  New  Yoik 
Imt*  roanifnted  any  dlq>odtioii  to  paj  the  bolaneei 
leported  against  them,  whether  the  terms  offbred  by 
ne  laid  act  of  Congren  operate  favoiablj  or  not, 
■ad  none  of  tbem  have  auented  to  the  joitice  or 
equity  of  tbe  clum  of  tbe  United  Statea,  and  no 
meaiii  eiirt  of  eiacting  payment,  it  leems  Dnviae 
to  keep  ahva  a  claim  wMcb  cannot  be  enforced,  aiid 
may  have  the  effect  of  prodii^g  irritation  and  ex- 
oting  diaoontent ;  and  as  tbe  act  of  CongreM  has  al- 
iMdy  released  the  State  of  New  York  from  so  lai^ 
an  aoumnt  and  enabled  that  State,  with  ease  and 
advantage,  to  discharge  the  lendne  ol  the  balance 
(^a1*dtobe  doe  &om  that  Slate,  the  commitiM  an 
ofopDion  that  a  release  cf  tbe  balances  dae  from  the. 
other  States  i*  expedient,  and  for  tUs  pntpoee  repot 
ftbOl,  which  '-  —•-—-■ 


Satubdat,  FebroaT;  21. 
Fraidmt  Elect. 

Itr.  PiBOKNET,  from  the  committee  instrncted 
on  the  eighteenth  instant  to  wait  on  the  Pbbbi- 
VEST  elect,  to  notify  him  of  his  election,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  performed  that  scrviCB, 
and  addreeeed  the  Pbibident  elect  in  tbe  follow- 
ing worda,  to  wit: 

"  The  committee  beg  leave  to  express  thdr  wishes' 
lor  the  prosperity  of  your  Administiatioa ;  and  their 
aineere  deare  that  it  may  promote  yonr  own  happi- 
neSB  and  tbe  weliaie  of  onr  coontry." 

To  which  the  Pbisidbht  elect  was  )>lea8ed  to 
make  the  following  reply : 

"Irecdve,  gendemen,  withpTotbnndthaiikfbhiea, 
this  testimooy  of  onifldencs  from  the  great  Represeo- 
tatiTS  CooDcil  ot  our  nation ;  it  fills  ap  the  measnre 
of  (hat  gnteliil  satisraelion  uhich  hod  already  been 
derived  nam  tbo  snt&ages  of  my  fellow-citiiens  tbcm- 
selvoa,  designating  me  as  one  oC  those  to  whom  they 
wen  willing  to  ctMUmit  this  dlorge,  the  most  tmpoi- 
Isnt  of  all  otben  to  tbem.  In  deciding  between  tbe 
eaudidales,  whom  their  equal  vote  presented  to  your 
choice,  I  am  sennble  that  age  bos  been  respected 
ralber  than  more  active  and  useful  qualifications. 

*  I  know  the  dilGcnlties  of  the  station  to  which  I 
am  called,  and  feel,  and  acknowledge,  my  incompe- 
tanoe  to  them  :  Bnt,  wliatsoever  of  onderatandin^ 
whatsoever  of  diligence,  whatsoever  of  jnstioe,  or  of 
■fbetiouate  cnkctu  for  the  happiness  cd*  man,  it  has 
rieased  Prnvidenoe  lo  place  within  tbe  oompon  of  my 
ftooltiea,  shall  be  called  forth  for  tbe  discharge  of 
the  dutMS  coufided  to  me,  and  for  procniuig  to  my 
feUow-citiieni  all  the  benaSti  which  oar  constitutirai 
has  placed  under  the  guardianship  ^  tbe  Ot 


"  Guided  by  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  those 
irtwm  it  belongs  to  expnws  the  Legislative  will  of  the 
•atioD,  I  will  give  to  ttiat  will  a  faichfnl  execotiou. 

"  I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  convey  to  the  honoro- 
bb  bodf  fion  which  yon  bib  depute^  the  hranage  of 


mf  humble  ackoowledgmenta,  and  tbe  srntimantsof 
«ai  and  fideli^  by  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  merit 
these  proofs  of  confidence  tWim  the  nation,  and  iti 
representatirea ;  and  accept,  yourselves  my  particular 
tbimkB  for  the  obliging  terms  in  which  you  hare 
beea  pleased  to  communicate  tbeii  wilL 

"  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
"  FsanniiBT  20,  IBOl," 

Sedition  Act. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  a  Comtaittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  part  of  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
agninst  the  United  States,' "  and  to  continue  in 
force  the  residue  of  tbe  same. 

On  the  qnestion  that  the  said  bill  be  engroBGod 
for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Dawson  s^d,  when  tbe  law  which  this 

11  wae  intended  to  continne  wag  flrat  passed,  I 
gave  toil  my  dissent;  I  did  it  from  a  convic- 
tion OD  my  mind  that  it  does  violate  that 
conatitntion  which  I  have  sworn  to  support,  and 
from  a  peranaaon  that  tbe  then  state  of  things 
did  not  require  it:  that  while  it  begat  au  uujiist 
suspicion  of  the  American  character,  it  was  a 
stain  on  onr  code  of  legislation. 

If  these  were  my  impressions  at  that  time, 
some  reflection  since,  aided  by  the  productions 
of  men  whose  names  and  talents  will  be  long 
remembered,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Btate  frvm  which  I  come,  and  of  the 
people  whom  I  represent,  have  coi^rmed  those 
irapressioOB,  and  have  resolved  me  to  vote 
against  that  bill  in  every  shape  and  In  every 
stage,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  snfi&red  to 
be  engrossed.  Sir,  it  is  well  remembered  by 
me,  nor  can  it  bo  forgotten  by  any  gentleman, 
on  #hat  gronnds  this  law  was  advocated  and 
first  passed;  it  was  then  supported  and  pressed 
upon  us  as  a  necessary  link  in  a  chain  of  mea- 
sures which  a  majority  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  thought  proper  to  adopt  to  meet  a 
particnlar  crisis — to  guard  against  tbe  snpposed 
intrigues  of  a  foreign  nation — to  give  respecta- 
bility and  energy  to  onr  Executive — to  pre- 
vent its  falling  ioto  disrepnt«  with  the  people, 
and  to  pnnish  Actions  individnols.  The  history 
of  the  last  two  years  has,  I  am  persuaded,  con- 
vinced gentlemen  how  mistaken  were  theiropin- 
ions  of  the  American  character.  With  me  they 
most  now  believe  that  whatever  difference  there 
may  be  in  onr  politioal  principles,  when  the 
safety,  ftwdom,  or  honor  of  onr  country  is 
threatened  by  a  foreign  nation,  like  a  band  of 
brothers  we  will  rally  round  onr  government, 
and  support  it  by  means  which  the  conatitation 
of  onr  country  authorizes,  and  which  the  energy 
of  tbe  case  may  require.  How  far  this  law  has 
given  respectability  or  energy  to  our  adminis- 
tration I  will  not  pretend  to  say ;  the  events  of 
the  present  day  are  an  ample  comment  on  that 
point ;  but,  after  the  experience  which  we  have 
had,  since  some  of  the  oljects  for  which  it  was 
formed  do  not  exist,  and  others  have  not  been 
answered,  1  did  hope  that  no  attempt  wonld 
have  been  made  to  oontlniie  it,  and  that  it  would 
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haT«  been  Bofiered  to  expire  like  its  twin- 
bruthor,  tJie  Alien  l»w.  In  thii  hope,  however, 
I  have  been  disqipointed ;  gentlemen  haye  come 
forward  and  eapported  it  with  a  zeal,  not  nn- 
oommon  to  them  on  otber  occasions,  and  nnei- 

KCted  in  the  present,  wlien  ve  were  taaght  tn 
lieve  that  they  were  at  least  indifferent  abont 
it,  and  new  reaaona  tiave  been  assigned  .fi)r  its 
oontinoance — formerly  it  was  tbonght  necessary 
to  protect  the  admuuBtration  againat  the  people ; 
and  aow,  sir,  it  ia  wanted  to  guard  indiTidnoiB 
agwnat  an  administnition  which  ma;  be  weak 
or  wicked.  Experience  has,  I  am  persuaded, 
conrinced  gentlemen  tliat  it  has  not  answered 
the  first  porpose,  and  I  hope  thoy  will  floil  it 
unneoesBary  for  the  latter.  Into  whatever  hands 
the  administration  of  onr  oonntry  may  fall,  its 
acta  DDght  to  be  examined  with  that  freedom 
which  becomes  freemen,  and  with  tliat  deoeno; 
which  becomes  gentlemen ;  so  long  as  they  ore 
guided  by  justice  and  wisdom,  they  will  be  sup- 
ported with  decision  and  firmness  by  the  friends 
to  the  administration ;  whenever  they  shall  de- 
scend from  these  great  principles,  the  voice  of 
the  people  will  again  sweep  the  actors  from  the 
political  theatre. 

This  law,  sir,  has  been  advocated,  because  it 
is  said  to  ameliorate  the  commou  law  of  Eng- 
land, and  on  this  argument  much  dependence 
baa  been  placed ;  however,  admitting  it  to  be 
tnie,  on  a  moment's  reflection  it  will  not  be 
foond  to  merit  any  consideration;  for,  sir,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  the  opponents  to  this  law 
are  also  tlie  trnponents  to  the  adoption  of  that  law 
as  the  law  of  uie  United  States,  and  do  not  think 
it  autliorized  by  the  constitution;  this  is  the 
doctrine  whinh  Ihey  have  uniformly  contended 
for,  BJid  which,  pardon  me  if  I  aay,  naa  been  es- 
tablished as  fully  as  one  point  possibly  can  be  ; 
tt  is  not  therefore  probable,  nay,  I  thmk  it  im- 
possible, that  they  ever  should  appeal  to  it  to 
shield  them.  No,  air,  supported  by  the  jostice 
and  policy  of  their  measures,  I  trust  they  will 
need  the  lud  of  nuthor  the  Alien,  SediUou,  nor 
Common  law. 

Sir,  it  will  be  nnneceasary  for  me  to  touch  on 
the  nncouatitutionahty  of  this  law ;  it  has  been 

riven  over  and  over  again  in  this  House,  and 
every  part  of  the  continent,  and  if  what  has 
been  said  and  written  has  not  convinced  gentle- 
men, no  efiect  would  be  produced  by  any  thing 
which  I  could  say.  Bat,  ur,  as  some  of  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  law  was  first  enacted  have 
passed  by,  and  others  have  not  been  answered — 
as  tlie  friends  to  the  approaching  administration 
do  not  wish  it  for  their  protection,  and  the  op- 
ponents will  not  need  it  for  theirs,  Ido  hope  that 
those  gentlemen  who  doubt  about  the  constitu- 
tionality will  vote  with  us,  and  that  the  bill  will 
not  be  permitted  to  be  engroesed, 

Tba  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  en- 
grossment refnsed,  49  to  68,  as  follows ; 


Dickmi,  wnHua  Edmood,  Hwdh  EnM,  AUiI 
F<«teT,  joDsthan  Pnaaiao,  Hiaiy  Glnm,  Chmcty 
Ooodricb,  Elinir  Qoodrich,  Soger  Oritnli,  WiLiin 
Bury  Grove,  Rcbeit  Goodloa  Harpv,  Aicbibadd 
Heudenrm,  WHliun  H.  Hill,  Junes  H.  Imbji  Jolm 
Wilkw  KittcT*.  Heni7  Ln,  Silu  Lm,  EbMMier  HU- 
loon,  L«viji  R,  Horrii^  HairiKin  U.  06m,  Botcrt 
Page,  Thomas  Pinokney,  Jodu  Plitt,  Lann  Povdl, 
JohD  B«ad,  NMban  Read,  John  RDlMge,TiHMB 
Sbepard,  John  G.  Smith,  Jamn  SbeaA,  Sumtl  Tw- 
Dsy,  Geo.  Thalchir,  John  Chew  ThnnM,  Bielari 
Thomas,  Pelcg  VtdMwanh,  Robert  Wiln,  Unnd 
Williami,  oitd  Uemy  Wooda 

Nara— WUli*  AUtoa,  Tbeodcra  Bsikj,  Pbuad 
£ltbop,  Robert  Brown,  Samaal  J.  CsbcD,  -vbritl 
Chiiitie,  Mattbew  Clay,  WiUUm  C.  C.  CUiegnw, 
John  Condi^  Thimiae  T.  Davit,  Jdm  Divwd, 
.George  Dent,  Jonph  Egi^eeton,  Loeu  HaMnda^b, 
John  Fowlar,  Albert  Gallitin,  SamndGoode,  Edvia 
Qny,  Andrew  Giegg,  John  jL  Hanoi,  Ja«h  Bs>- 
t«r,  David  Holmes,  BeqiamiD  Bnger,  Gem^  JukMo, 
Aaron  Kitobdl,  Uiohad  Leib,  Leri  Uneoln,  HtnW* 
Lyon,  Junca  Lfnn,  Edwaid  LiTiDfcrten,  Netbiud 
Maoon,  Paler  UnUenbeig,  Anthony  New,  JotanKkk- 
olaa,  Joveph  H.  Nicholson,  Joiiah  Puker,  John  Ru- 
dal[ji,  John  SmUie,  John  Smith,  Sanmal  Smllb,  I(icb> 
aid  Dobba  Spaigh^  Richard  Sisnftnd,  Darid  SlM^ 
Tfaomaa  Samtei,  John  Stewart,  Renjunia  Tiliiftms 


John  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigs,  Ljttl«> 
ton  Vr.  Taiowell,  PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  Jo*  '  " 
Vamam,  and  Robert  'WiUiama 


WEDiTEBDir,  February  SB, 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Gotsmit 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  fur  a  hV 
val  Peace  Establishment,  and  for  other  purpoMs; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Coiunut- 
tee  rose  and  reporled  several  amendmeDts  thet^ 
to;  which  wereTead,but,ana4JourumeaCbeiiig 
called  for,  the  House  ai^onmed. 

FsiDXT,  FebroaryaT. 
tTn^form  Syttem  of  Banl-ruptey. 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  smtnd- 
ments  reported  yesterday,  from  the  Commitiee  o( 
the  whole  HouBC^  to  the  bill  to  amend  and  eon- 
tinae  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "  An  eetto  tstib- 
lish  a  nniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throngb- 
out  the  UiuUd  States ;"  whereupon  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Oofomittee  of  the  whole 
House  were,  on  the  question  severally  pnt  there- 
'1,  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

The  said  bill  was  then  fbrther  amended  tt  the 
Clerk's  table ;  and,  on  the  qnoatioo  that  tbs 
same  be  engrossed  and  read  Uie  third  timt^  it 


Boer,  Bailej  BaiOett,  JasMs  A. 
Bayud,  John  Bird,  Jobo  Brown,  ChriMofte  &■ 
Champlin,  WiUiam  Co^er,  HDUan  Ciaik,  Ssmd 
W.  Dana,  John  DaTenpott,  Franklin  Daraonrt,  J<^ 
Dennii,  Geoige  Dent,  Joa«|ih  Dlckew,  WDfiuB  Ed- 
mond,  Thoroai  Evans,  Abiel  Foeter,  Jraathsa  Fiw- 
man,  Henry  Qlann,  duumoey  GoodTioh,EUnTGood- 
rioh,  Roger  Giiaw<dd,  Robert  Goodloa  Haipv,  AkU- 
bald  Hendeiean,  William  H.  Hill,  B«^mhi  Hww, 
James  H.  Imkay,  John  Vllkea  Kimre,  Sbu  tn, 
Edward  Ltvii^Moi^  Lawb  R  Hooii,  BkIm  «■ 
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Oti*,  JooBh  Pufcor,  Ttuntiu  PioakiHij,  Johas  Piatt, 
LeTSD  Powell,  John  Read,  Nattuu  Bead,  Wmiam 
Sbepaid,  SBtutul  Smith,  John  C.  Smith,  James 
Sbcafo^  Samuel  Taonej,  Geoige  Tbatsfcer,  John 
Chew  Thumai,  Pe^  Vadiwoith,  Robart  Wahi, 
Ltmoel  WiUiain%  and  Heniy  Woods. 

Kats.— Winu  AImod,  Theoditiu  Bailey,  PhaniMl 
Biibop,  Bobart  Brown,  Samnel  J.  CabtU,  Matthew 
Claj,  WnHam  Charle*  Cole  Claiboms,  John  Condlt, 
Mm  Dawnn,  Joaoph  Eggleston,  John  Fowler,  Albert 
Gtallatiu,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  QiegRi  John  A. 
Hanna,  Joaeph  Hoster,  Dayid  Hdmei,  Gsorae  Jack- 
am,  AaroD  SltohaU,  Hkhael  Leib,  Levi  Lioimln, 
Matthew  I^vm,  Jamei  Liui,  Nuhaniel  Uaooo,  Peter 
Mohlenbal:^  Antbooj  New,  Jdm  Niohola^  Joaeph 
H.  KichobM^  John  Bandc^  Jc^  SmilU,  Jotm 
Sodth,  Kichaid  Dobbt  SpaJgh^  Riobaid  Stanford, 
David  StoDB,  Thomas  Suoter,  John  Stewart,  Beu- 
mln  Taliaferro,  John  Tbanpaon,  Abram  Tii^,  John 
THg^  LTttletoD  W.  Tazewell,  and  Joseph  B.  Viunnm. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bud  bill,  with  Uie  amend- 
ptenta,  be  engroaed  aad  read  the  third  time  to- 

Naeal  Peace  BttabluhmeiU. 
An  engroesed  bill  providing  for  a  Kaval  Peace 
£at&bltahment,  and  forotiier  pnrpoaea,  waaread 
tbe  Uurd  time ;  and,  on  tbe  qneetion  that  the 
aanie  do  pass,  it  was  rewlved  in  the  affirmative 
— ^jsas  ee,  nafs  IS. 

Batubdat,  Febniary  S8. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  angmeat  tbe  salaries  of 
the  District  Jndge«in  the  diftricta  of  Uassacha- 
Betts,  New  York,  Delowarej  and  Uarjland,  re- 
q>ectiTelf ,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pateed. 

Mr.  Gkeoo,  from  tbe  comihittee  to  whom  wag 
this  dsT  referred  tbe  memorial  of  Tbomaa  C^- 
\oD  voa.  otbera,  made  a  report ^  which  he  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk'a  table,  where  the  same 
waa  twice  read  and  considered ;  wherenpon, 

Bemlvei,  That  Thomas  Claxton,  James  Ma- 
thers, and  Thomas  Dunn,  be  permitted  to  oo- 
onpy,  free  of  rent,  until  otherwise  directed  by 
Congress,  tbe  houses  now  in  their  respective 
poseeanon,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in 
tbe  pnblio  sqnare  in  tbe  Oitj  of  Washington,  on 
which  the  ^ipitol  stands ;  together  with  a  small 
piece  of  ground  contignons  to  each,  for  a  garden, 
to  be  enclowd  in  snch  inaoDW  as  not  to  inter- 
Cw«  irith  any  of  tbe  pnblio  streets  or  BTennee 


(MSrtd,  That  the  Olerk  of  tlils  House  do 
tarrj  ^e  mid  rewlntion  to  the  Senate,  and  de- 


Mr.  GsiBwoiJi,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  fbrtber  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  eetabliabing  tbe  temporary 
and  permanent  seat  of  the  Qovemment  of  tbe 
United  States  j"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Hoodiy  next. 

The  HOQse  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  oonoemiog  tbe  Mint;  and, 
after  gome  lime  nient  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  one  amendment  thereto ; 
whtdiivM  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  b7  ttte  Honce. 


Ordered,  That  tbe  sud  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 

Benum^/ranee  of  Georgia. 
Mr.  Dasa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  tbe  seventh  ultimo,  the  memorial 
and  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State 
of  Georpa,  made  a  report;  whioh  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  oommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Uooae  on  Uonday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Cammittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  AddrNt 

and  Remonrtraooe  of  the   Lettitlittnre  of   tbe 

State  of  Ooorgla,  submit  the  rallowing  Report  i 

He  remonstrance  oomplains  of  two  acts  of  Congrea 

rapacting  the  MUriuippi  Territory;  oae  psued  in 


prayi  for  their  repeal. 

The  tract  of  conntiy  sailed  the  Hiidarippi  Terri- 
tory, is  bounded  on  the  weM  bythB  River  MiuiMippI,  ■ 
on  the  east  by  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  Chatahoo- 
ehee,  on  the  sooth  by  the  Simthem  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  north  by  a  line  drawn 
ftom  the  conflaence  of  tbe  liver  Yazoo  with  the  MIs- 
dsatppt,  dne  east  to  the  bebre  mentioned  river  Cha- 


For  a  view  of  the  daim  of  the  United  States  to  the 
territory  in  question,  the  committee,  in  the  pment 
initance,  deem  it  sofflcient  to  nbr  to  a  report  of  the 
Attorney  General,  made  to  the  Senate,  at  the  first 
MinoD  of  the  fbnrth  CoDgreai,  sad  to  the  report  of  a 
oommltlee  of  the  Home  of  Representatives,  made  at 
the  firrt  eesaion  of  tlie  uxtb  Congresa.  The  lait-meo- 
tioned  report  also  eontalna  a  giunmary  statement  of  a 
varied  of  individual  claims  to  land  within  the  terri- 

The  daim  of  Qeorgia  ts  particularly  stated  Id  Ae 
remonstrance  referred  to  your  committee. 

The  two  Bcli  of  Ccogress,  of  whieh  the  remon- 
stnuioa  oomplains,  have  provided  for  an  adjoitment 
^thoH  claims,  throu^  tbe  agency  of  Commis^Dm* ; 
and  also  for  the  establishment  of  a  govcnunent  over 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  similar  to  tbat  established  by 
the  ordinance  of  Congreai,  of  Jnly  one  thonsand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  for  the  Territory  north- 
wast  of  the  river  Obio  ;  saving  and  reserving  to  the 
State  of  GecTgta  all  her  right  or  claim  to  the  said 
twritoiy. 

Commissioiiera  have  aooortfngly  been  appointed  oo 
the  part  of  the  Umted  States,  and  also  on  the  part 
""        ■     "  .-  -■       -     adjustment  of  their  re- 


ef Gleoigia,  for  negotiatiiig  an  ad; 
■MotiTe  daioM    No  repeat  has 


speotiTe'daiaM  lHo  reprat  has  yet  been  hud  before 
CoDg^ess  from  the  Commissioners  <rf*  the  United 
States  1  bnt  the  bndness  of  their  eommiswon  is  niw 
derstood  to  be  yet  pending. 

Conudering  this  state  of  things,  As  committee 
deem  it  proper  for  them  to  abstain  (Hk  any  parti- 
oular  disonssion  of  the  several  daims  to  the  Hisaia- 
npl^  Territory,  while  a  hope  Is  cherished  that  an 
amicable  adjnstment  ma*  be  ultimately  effected. 
Nor  do  they  think  it  expedient  to  adopt  any  measure 
which  may  be  pcejndldal  to  an  object  so  desirable. 

The  OMnmittee  therefbre  submit  tbe  foUowIng  r^ 
■ohition: 

"JlEMlesil,  That  it  would  not  be  proper  at  this 
time  for  the  House  to  take  any  further  order  on  the 
Address  and  Remonstraaoa  of  the  LegisUtuM  of  tbe 
State  ef  Qeoigia 
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UoimxT,  March  2. 
The  Bpbikeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from    the    President    of    the    United  States 
elect,  which  was  read,  and  is  as  foUovs  i 

WASHntoTOR,  JUanft  3,  1801, 
Sm  :  I  bejt  Imts  throagh  joa  to  inTann  the  Hon- 
orable tbe  Uoau  of  ReprenntatiTBs  cf  the  United 
States,  that  I  ihall  take  the  oath  vhich  tiie  conKita' 
Hon  prencribei  to  the  PreidiJeiit  of  the  United  SMIea 
before  he  enten  on  tbe  eiecntion  of  hii  office,  on 
Vednesdny,  the  fourth  ioitant,  at  twelTe  o'clock,  in 
the  Sonale  Chamber. 

I  hars  the  honor  to  be,  nth  the  gieutest  respect, 
tfr,  fODT  moct  obedient,  end  meet  humble  aervaD^ 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
Hov.  TiiEODonE  Sedgwick, 

Hftaiier  <fft3u  Houu  of  Ji^ruaitatint. 

Ordered,  That  sud  letter  do  lie  on  the  table. 
MmuoUum  U>  Wathington. 

Hie  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  hj  the  Benate  to  the  bill  en- 
titled "  Ad  act  to  erect  a  mAnsolenm  for  GsoBaK 
Washinotozi  :"    Vherenpoo, 

A  motion  was  made  and  eeoonded  to  amend 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  first  eectjon 
of  the  said  bill,  by  striking  oat,  from  the  tenth 
line  thereof,  the  word  "  fifty,"  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting,  la  liea  thereof  the  wora  "  one 
hnndred :" 

And  the  question  being  taken  tberenpon,  It 
pnsscd  in  the  negative — yeas  B4,  nays  49. 

The  said  amendments  of  the  Benate  were 
then  further  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and, 
on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
■aid  amendments  as  amended,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  48,  nays  38,  as  follows : 

T«*«— Theodonu  BaOer,  Bulej  Bartlett,  Jdhit 
Krd,  Pbanoel  Biihop,  Robert  Brown,  Samael  J 
Cabell,  Matthew  Clay,  William  C,  C.  Claiborne,  S»^ 
nnel  W.  Dana,  John  Daveopoit,  John  Uawmn,  Jo- 
seph EggleXoo,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Qallatin, 
Channoey  Goodrich,  Andrew  Gr^g,  Wffliiun  Barry 
Grove,  Jobn  A.  Hanna,  Joseph  Beieter,  David 
Eohneii,  John  Wilkei  Kittera,  Michael  Leib,  Levi  Lin- 
ecJn,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jamei  Linn,  Edward  Living- 
Mon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Peter  Mahienberg,  Anthony 
Ifaw,  John  Nkfaolu,  John  Read,  Nathan  Read,  Wm. 
Sheperd,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Dobbi  Spaigbt,  DavU  Stone,  Bei^jamin 
TaliafeiTo,  Samnel  Teimey,  John  Chew  Thomaa, 
John  Thompjon,  Abram  "ftigg,  J(^  Trijar,  Joaeph 
B.  Vamnm,  and  Pelw  Wadaworth. 

Nats.— Jamei  A.  Bayard,  John  Brown,  Chrirte- 
gier  G.  Champlin,  Gabtiel  Chrittie,  William  Craik, 
Franklin  D^enport,  John  Dennii,  Jowph  Diciuon, 
William  Edmond,  Thomai  Evani,  Abiel  Foeter,  Henry 
Glenn,  Roger  Griswold,  Robert  Qoodloe  Harper,  Atohi- 
bald  Heuderaon,  Benjamin  Huger,  Jamei  H.  Imlay, 
George  Jaokeon,  Heniy  Lee,  Silaa  Lee,  Ebanenr 
Mattooo,  Robert  Page,  Thomaa  Piooknoy,  Jonu 
Piatt,  John  Randolph,  John  C.  Smith,  Wchard  Ston- 
ford,  Thamu  Smnter,  Jamei  Sheafe,  John  Stewart, 
Oe^  Thatcher,    Lemnel  Williama,    and   Heniy 


ABBISOMENT  OF  THE 

Jtonb  to  lAc  Zenker. 


TtnEBDAT,  6  o'clock  P.  U.,  Karch  I.  | 

Thanh  U  tAc  Speaker. 

lii.  Paoi  moved  tbe  following  resolution : 

Rftolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  HoaM  bepnMiited 
to  Theodore  Sedgwick  for  hii  coodaot  while  bi  tbe  | 

chair  of-lhii  Honae.  i 

The  question  was  taken  whether  this  motion 
was  ia  order.     It  was  decided  to  be  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Ur.  CnniSTiB  s^d  he  shonld  not  point  oat  the 
improprieiiea  in  the  oondaot  of  the  Speaker 
while  in  the  chair,  otherwise  than  bj  hii  tote, 
though  he  poaseesed  tbe  right  to  coll  up  tc  tlw 
recollection  of  tbe  House  the  many  inconsislen- 
oiea  hie  presidency  bad  been  marked  with.  In 
doing  that,  Mr.  Spzakkb,  I  shall  behaTe  bettw 
to  you  than  you  have  ever  done  to  me. 

The  cry  of^"  order  1"  "  order !"  prevented  any  . 

more  beiog  said,  and  Hr.  0.  eat  dowiL 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  re-  ! 

suited— yeaa  40,  nays  8B.  I 

WherenjKjn  Mr.  Sprakeb  made  his  acknowl- 
edgmeuts  to  tbe  Eonse  in  the  manner  foUew- 


Aocept,  gendemen,  my  thanka,  I  pray  yen,  ht  Ai 
reipeetAil  term*  In  irtiich  yon  hava  been  pleued  ta 
eipnai  tbe  o[nDioD  yon  eolertain  of  the  mumer  ia 
wluch  I  have  diachajged  the  aidnoni  datiu  of  Ibt 


fnlly  to  execute  the  tnut  conGded  to  thii  chair,  j«t  I 
am  aeniible  that,  whatever  lucceM  may  hare  ittend- 
ed  my  endeavai^  is  joMly  attributable  to  the  caulii 
honorable,  and  firm  inppoit  whioh  yon  har*  eon- 
Mantly  allMed.  I  eaonot  1^  tin  Wat  daim  U 
aerit  Ibr any  thh^  that  I  have  done;  husiMlfa 
generoni  eoofideoca  which  yrm  bad  i^oaed  in  n^ 
demanded  that  I^ihoiild  devote  all  my  feebla  takoM 

Being  itow  aboat  to  retire  fi«m  tki*  Hooaa,  nd,*( 
I  hope,  from  the  public  oouncils  for  ever,  pennil  dm, 
gentlemen,  to  bid  yon,  collectively  and  iDdiridBaOy,  n 
affectionate  litrewell  It  ii  tine  that  I  haT*  k^ 
wiihed  to  indulge  repoae  in  the  shade  ofprinle  lifii; 
bat  the  moment  of  leparaCion  inflicti  an  angniib  i>- 
eipreaiibte  by  langnage.  It  ii  a  uparaticni  fioD 
men  of  dignity  of  chancier,  of  henonble  teMimeBl^ 
and  of  diafnteretted  patric^am ;  on  aawdatiaa  with 
whom  haa  been  my  ^de  and  eolaea  tnai*  aD  A* 
faUgaeandvautkmofpDbliolilh.  Oflharhiidi^ 
of  such  man,  long,  nukitemiptad  and  oocdia]  a)  " '^  ' 
been,  I  ahall  alwaya  dberish  a  gn^efhl  n 
May  yon  receive  the  rawaid  mort  grate 
oni  apirita,  the  reward  of  witneuii^  ai  the  efliea  tf 
your  labixs,  tbe  iocRasing  yroegnnlcj,  and  hininn^ 
and  glocy,  of  your  conntry. 

Aa  tbfl  laat  words  whidi  I  ahall  otter,  as  a  pablic 
man,  allow  me  to  declare,  that  thcae  with  irtoa  I 
have  had  the  honor,  here,  to  act  and  think,  iriicet 
oonfi.ience  I  have  eiuoyed,  whose  boaomi  hare  b««n 
opened  to  my  in^Mcttoo,  in  my  coot  and  refleclad  epia- 
ion,  deHrve  all  of  esteem,  aflectioi^  aid  grttitadf, 
which  their  coontiTmeD  can  bestow.  Ob  Itil  oeea- 
I  deem  myaelf  aotboriied,  ben  the  MMsat  cir- 
eomstaaeea,  to  make  dus  declantioB ;  mi  I  do  it  ia 
the  moM  solemn  manner,  in  the  iiiweiiiii  ef  As  i* 
aembled  Rapreaentatirns  OT  Amcnea;  uJ  nca  ealr 
■0,  bnt  in  the  awful  pnaeoco  of  that  h 
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Bong  M  whom  I  fe«l  mTMlf  raapoosible  for  ill  mj 
amdnet     Hv  tb«  Almlgh^  keep  ^db  In  hii  holy 
FuewuH 

_  1  from  the  Senate  infonned  the 
House  that  the  Beoate  have  appointed  a  oom- 
mittee  on  their  part^  Jointlj,  with  anoh  com- 
mittee aa  may  bo  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
Bonse,  to  wut  on  the  PsxaiDDrr  or  tbbUkitxii 
Btatks,  and  to  inform  him  that  CoDgreea  is  readj 
to  a^fonm  withont  da;,  unless  he  ma;  have 
an;  farther  commnnications  to  make  to  tbem. 

The  Home  proceeded  to  consider  the  fore- 
going resolntion  of  the  Senate,  agreed  to  the 
Mme,  and  appointed  Mr.  PracESST  and  Mr. 
Gbots  the  oommittee  on  the  part  of  thia  Honse. 

Mr.  PuTOKHBT,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Honaee,  appointed  to  notify  the  PsmiDBKr 


popntu  [n  thfliiu«lT« 


1  of  Hr.  AduDi  bn  upon  dUBonlt 


tfanata  of  war,  End  Imulti  to  our  mlnLstAn,  roqnbed  pnp»- 
nUoiu  tD  Iw  sukd(  tn  th;  md  Umh  i»n[d  not  b*  mida 
wlUwdt  noiMr,  BOT  nanfif  b*  hid  wKboat  louu  tad  tam. 
FlfUon  mEUloiu  wm  tin  rsqnLnd  «>p«DdltnrB  of  t1i«  Uit 
j«v  of  Ua  BdmliitibstJon ;  ■  Ur^  mm  fn  timt  tlme^  but 
■liDoitlba  wlu)l«or*1ilcli  went  la  time  obJHti;  theimij, 
(ha  IBTT,  and  tba  pnbUa  dabt.  The  gnpport  of  the  OaTan- 
muit  i^ABtiiad  it  tha  modenta  Anm  ThlflhLt  had  prarlamly 
pwDlad;  ta  vlt,  tHI>,OCKl.  Tha  dntlu  atUl  nmibied 
nwdanta  thi  ad  vaiormt,  10,  Itf,  IB  ind  SO  p«T  oanton  ; 
ud  the  littar  mora  nomiiiil  tbu  ml,  M  K  OBlr  teU  span  i 
fcif  irtlBlaa  of  lornry,  gfirbiah  tha  Importation  waioolj  to 
ft*  T^M  of  NBOiOOO.    The  milu  laTj  feU  apon  tha  10  ud 


motf.  [H.  or  B. 

OF  THK  IJinTKD  States  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
OODgreee,  reported  that  the  comnuttee  bod,  ao- 
oor^g  to  order,  performed  that  service,  and 
that  the  Pbkbiobnt  aignified  to  them  that  he  had 
no  fHirther  oommanication  to  make,  bnt  the  ex- 
pression of  his  wishes  for  the  health  and  happi- 
ness of  the  members,  and  a  pleasant  jonmej  on 
their  return  to  their  homes  and  families. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having' 
completed  the  hnstness  before  them,  are  now 
ready  to  adjoam  withont  day ;  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  this  Honte  do  go  with  the  said  mea- 
sage. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  eaii 
message ;  and  being  returned,  Mr.  Sfbakeb  ad- 
Jonrned  the  House,  mtm  die.* 


Itlpereantameluw^ofwUflhtothsnlne  ofiai  mllHoiu 
ventraportad;  of  tha  ID  pareentnm  alwonl;  T^  mllUoiil 
van  imported ;  ind  (he  ivenga  of  the  whola  wh  18  par 
oentnm  lad  i  fraction.  The  apeciflea  were  Inoreieed,  bat 
not  eonaldanblj ;  ind  the  eoat  of  eollaeUiig  tha  whole  wt 
41  per  eantnm.  Direct  taiat  and  loam  nuda  up  tha  n- 
Eoalnder.  Tha  whoie  imooBt  eolleeled  fMm  dntJea  waa 
BboDl  10  mUlioiu :  to  be  preelM,  tIn,lM,ll8 ;  that  li  to  mj, 
neaclr  twantr  tlmei  M  mneh  u  tba  inppott  af  tha  Oorern 
tnent  (comprabending  OTarT  dTil  object)  required.  The 
admlnlatratlou  oT  Ur.  Adanu,  thoogh  eondemned  for  eirtn. 
Tiginee,  waa  atrletly  aennomlcal  in  the  eapport  of  Ibe  Qar- 
enunent,  and  In  the  oollacttan  of  the  roTenna :  the  armr 
ind  the  naiT,  thoaa  eonnorant  objacta  of  eipendltiire, 
bronght  the  damanda  tat  mooar  whloh  lajotad  tha  admlnl*- 
trattoa. 
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ABBIDOMENT  07  THE 


SEVESTH  COHeEESS.-FIKST  SESSION. 


BEaUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  7,  1801. 


PRBSIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,— THOMAS  JSFFEBSON. 


LIST  OF  UEHBERB 


VtrmcnL—S.  R  Bndler,  NMliulil  Chlpmia. 


£tat«  Maud.— Clirinaphar  Ellerr,  Tlimdan  Fntv. 
CimiucHeiii.—Jtmn  BLUtioIlM,  Urtih  Tner. 
JftK  Tort.—i<i\a  AnaiDoiie,  Q.  Morrli. 
J/mt  APMtr.— AuoD  Osdis,  Joutbu  DtjUn. 
Piiuutlleanta.^—Gtorft  LDRiuk,  PMm  UDhlaobav, 
^Moinin.— VllUun  H.  TIUm,  guniul  Whlta. 
jriT^md.— Join  K.  Honrd,  Bobait  WrlgbL 
nrgiitia.-SXmnt  T.  11m<»,  Wlbun  C.  MlebolM. 
A'vrU  OiroUfU.— jMMFniikllB,D*TUSt(HH. 
Sotilh  Oar^ma.-  ■  John  Q  Cilboiui,  Jlub  Bead. 
Qeoryia. — A.  Bildwln,  Jui9  JaokHO. 
7>iw«it>fc— WllUim  Ooskt,  Joeph  Andanm, 
ffmAiatlF.— John  Breoktoridee,  Jotm  Bromo. 

BEPSESEHTATITBS. 

Jfiw  .firmpaUro^-Ablal  Foatar,  Jowph  Fewea,  OMH|g 
B.  Cpbun. 

YtrrnfitiL—'LvtrU  S.  UonU,  Iirul  Smltli. 

Ma—adni—Hi.'  Jbha  Buso,  Pbuosl  Blihop,  Mininnnh 
CoOer,  Elchud  Ontta,  Vllllua  EaitK,  Betti  Hutinn  Bll« 
LB^  Eben  UiUoan,  TTUhu  Beid,  WllUun  ahapvd,  Jodih 
Smith,  JoMph  B.  Tunnm,  P.  Widimth,  Lemuel  ^milami. 

XAode  /ibMil.— JoMph  StuUn,  TlanM  TUllngbHt 

CotuuMcmL—  BuDDel  T.  Duu,  John  DiTuport,  OdrlB 
Ooddud,  Bogei  OtUwold,  ElUa  PaAlu,  Joha  0.  Smith, 


jr«M  Font.— Ttwodon  BiDar,  Lock  EImiB&»ph,  &  Ut- 
iBgitoB,  BwbihJ  L.  MltcUIl.  namw  HonK  Jahi  ha£^ 
DiTld  Thomu,  PhtUp  Tu  CortUndt,  Jalm  P.  Tu  Ko^ 
KilUu  K.  Vu  XanmelHi,  Biqjmlii  Tilker. 

ir«ia  A-Mir.— John  Coadlt,  inMa*»r  Elmer,  mUka 
H*lm«,  JuMi  Xott,  Bbbtt  Boathud. 

PmuylHiUa.— Thomu  Sonde,  Sobert  B»n,  iairm 


JohaSMmrt,!* 


JfopyliMd— John  Aichtr,  Jobs  Ompbell,  Joha  Dtn)^ 
D*iil*I  a*Ma,  JoMph  H.  NloholHB,  nomM  FUv,  Bu- 
na] Bmlth,  Btebird  Bprisf. 

Flrvtolo.— BIshud  Bnat,  BtnnA  t.  OibM,  nma 
CUboni^  JiAn  doptoB,  Joba  Danni,  WBUem  B.  eiU^ 
Sd«lB  aiuT,  StTld  Holmee,  John  Gea  JishBB.  AMboar 
Hew,  Tbsau)  Hewtan,  John  Kuuklpb,  Jsba  BmHb,  Itkt 
BtntUm,  JobnTiUiAm,  PhUlp  R.  ThomtKiiii,  Abrua  Trifi 
JotanTila. 

JTatA  amMM.— WUUi  AMob,  VDUun  B.  GroTe,  AnU- 
bald  HendenOD,  William  K.  Httl,  Jamee  HcOlud.  Ouriii 
JohnMoB,  )f alhanlel  UieoB,  KtDbwd  BliiBARd,J(^BIBliTi 
BobutWUUamL 

A«a  OmUiia— 'miUam  BnlUr,  Bm).  flaier,  Tbtooa 
LowidM,  niomia  Ifoor^  Jobs  SuUadga,  Tboaia  BanUt. 

Oeoryia.— John  lUlledge,  BmJuhIu  TUlaftm. 


PROCEEDINGS   IN   THE   SENATE. 


IfoiTOAT,  December  7, 1801. 
The  flnt  Beasion  of  the  Seventh  Congress  of 
Ae  United  Stetei  oommenoed  this  daj,  aoa- 
fonn&blj  to  tbe  oonstitatlon,  and  the  Saii&te 
assembled  at  the  Ospitol  in  the  Oit;  of  Wash- 
ington. 


Tbkodobi  Fobtbb,  from  Rhode  Island. 
Nathanikl  Ompiuir,  from  YermonL 
William  Hiu.  Wxixa  tod  Sakuxl  Whux, 
fromD^ware, 


John  K  Howabd,  from  Maryland. 

STffrara  Thomfsoit  Uasok  and  Wiuar  Om 
NiOBOLAs,  from  Virginia. 

Abraham  BAUUnx,  from  Geo^a. 

JoBBPH  Ahdebboit  aud  Wiixun  Ootm,  frixa 
Tennemee. 

SrapHKir  R.  BsASLBT,  fWK^tad  a  Seoator  bj 
the  State  of  Vennoat.  for  Uie  remainder  of  tba 
term  for  which  their  late  Senator,  Qjjah  P^ 
was  appointed ;  Johf  BBiozBXBrooa,  w>ointia 
a  Senator  by  the  State  of  Eentnokj ;  Covro- 
phib  Ellibt,  ^pointed  a  S«nat(«-  by  the  Bute 
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of  Rliode  Isl&Dd,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
for  whioh  their  late  SaoBtor,  Bay  Greene,  was 
appointed ;  Jaubs  Jacksoh,  sppoinled  a  Senator 
b;  the  State  of  Qeorsia ;  Gkoroi  Looak,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  tuo  Esecntive  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylyania,  in  the  place  of  their  lata  Sena- 
tor, PbIct  MtLUenberg,  resigned;  Smxos  Ol- 
ovn,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  State  of  New 
Hampiiliire^  for  the  remainder  of  Ibe  term  for 
ThicQ  their  late  Senator,  Samuel  Livermore, 
was  appointed;  Ubiah  Tkaot,  appointed  a 
Senator  b^  the  State  of  Oonoecticnt;  and 
BoBBBT  IVsiciHT,  app(rint«d  a  Senator  by  the 
Btite  of  Uaryund,  seTerally  produced  their 
credraidalB,  «nd  to<^  their  seats  In  the  Seiute. 

The  Tick  PsmiiBirT  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Preindent,  pro 
tmpoTo,  as  the  constitution  providee;  and 
Abbabaic  Balswet  was  cho«ea. 

The  PsEsiDEirr  administered  the  oath,  as  the 
T«w  prescribes,  to  Mr.  Beadlet,  Mr.  Bbeckes- 
BrooB,  Ur.  Ell£ht,  Ifr,  3acsbos,  Ut.  Oloott, 
Mr.  I^OT,  and  iu.  Wbioht,  ana  the  affirina- 
tioo  to  Ur.  LoQAK. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the 
Fbuidknt  OB  THX  nniTED  St  ATM  and  acquaint 
hin  that  a  qnormn  of  the  Senate  is  asseiDbled, 
and  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vioi  PsBaiDnrT, 
they  have  elected  Abraham  BAij>wiir,  Preeident 
of  Uie  Senat^wo  tempore. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  acqnaint  the 
Honse  of  Repreeentativee  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  nasemblod  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
bnsinees,  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice 
FaismBNT,  they  have  elected  A  nut  h  i  «•  Baui- 
VTS,  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 

A  meaaage  from  the  Bonse  of  Representa- 
tivee  informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnornm  of  the 
HoDse  ia  aasembled,  and  have  elected  Nathax- 
m.  Maoon  their  Speaker,  and  an  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  bomneae. 

Ordered,  That  Henrs.  Andbbsoh  and  Jaot- 
■on  be  a  committee  on  tlie  part  of  the  Senate, 
together  vith  nioh  comndttee  as  the  House  of 
BepreaentatLTes  m^  appoint  on  their  part^  to 
wait  on  the  Pbirdknt  of  thb  Unttbd  States 
and  notify  faim  that  a  qnornm  of  the  two 
Homea  ia  aaeembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
cmtmonicationa  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

A  meeuge  fhmitbeHonse  of  Bepreeentatives 
in&nned  Uie  Senate  that  the  Honse  agree  to 
the  reeolntioo  of  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  oommittee  to  wait  on  the  FaB»- 
mjrar  at  tem  TJsmn  Staixs,  and  have  ap- 
pdnted  &  oMomlttee  on  Uieir  part 

Hr.  AvoiBMK  reported,  Ihnn  ttie  J<^t  com- 
mittee, that  thw  had  waited  on  the  PREainzirr 
«>  THK  UnnD  Btatib  and  aoqntdn ted  tiim  that 
a  qoonnn  of  both  Honaes  is  aaeembled,  and  that 
Ae  PiisiDnrr  ot  ths  Ohited  States  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  conminni- 
cation  to  tbem  \rj  message  to-morrow. 


TcBBDAT,  December  8. 

Jonathan'  Dattoh  and  Aabon  Oonur,  from 
the  Blate  of  New  Jeney,  and  Jebsi  Fbabxlis, 
from  the  State  of  Korth  Oarolina,  eeverally  at- 
tended. 

Saohed,  That  two  Chapl^ns,  of  different 
denominationg,  be  appointed  to  Oongress  for 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who 
Bliall  interchange  weekly. 

iVefttZmf I  Meuagt. 
The  following  letter  and  Ifessage  were  re* 
ceived  from  the  Pbkbidint  or  thb  Unitsd 
States,  by  Mr.  Lewis,  his  Secretary : 

Decshbei  8,  1801. 

Sib  t  l^e  ciicnnKtancei  Dodsr  which  we  find  om- 
■elvgi  *t  thia  place  nndenno  InoonveiiiBnt  the  mode 
heretoTore  prutiied,  of  makiiig  by  penocol  addreia 
Oio  fint  comnmalcationi  between  Uie  LegiBlitive  uid 
Ezecativa  branohes,  I  have  adopted  that  ~bj  Mes- 
Mge,  ai  nsed  on  all  nibseiiaetit  occaBioiu  tbroogh  the 
nraioD.  In  diaag  Oat  I  hive  had  principal  regard 
to  the  convenience  of  the  Legiahiture,  to  tlifl  economy 
of  their  time,  to  their  relief  from  the  embnTTaennent 
of  Immediate  anawera,  on  aabjects  not  yet  fuDy  be- 
fore them,  and  to  the  benefits  thence  reaolting  to  the 
pnblic  affairs.  Trusting  that  a  procedure  founded  in 
these  motives  will  meet  their  approbation,  I  bes 
leave,  through  yoo,  air,  to  commnoicata  the  enclosed 
Message,  with  the  docaments  accompanying  it,  to 
the  honorable  the  Senate,  and  pray  yoa  to  accept, 
for  yoarself  and  them,  the  homage  of  my  Ugh  m^eot  * 
and  oonddeialjou.* 

THOUAS  JEFFERSON. 

The  Hon.  the  PaBSunnrr  of  the  Senate. 

fiUme-eitkauafAeSaiaH, 

and  Botut  e/ JUjmtmlatiriet ! 

It  li  a  cdrcnmstanco  of  tincere  gratification  to  ma 
that,  on  meeting  the  great  conncll  of  onr  natioa,  I 
■m  able  to  anoonnce  to  them,  cm  groondi  of  reasona- 
ble certain^,  that  the  won  and  tronblei  which  for 
CO  many  yeara  afflicted  onr  aiater  nations,  have  at 
length  come  to  an  end ;  and  that  the  commnnlua- 
tloni  of  peace  and  commerce  are  once  more  opening 
among  them.  WhQat  we  devoutly  return  thanks  to 
the  beneficent  Being  who  hoa  been  pleased  to  breathe 
into  thsm  the  spirit  of  conciliatJqn  and  forgivenesl^ 
we  are  boond  with  peculiar  gratitude,  to  b«  thank- 
ful to  him  that  onr  own  peace  has  been  pteaerved 
tltrongh  so  perilous  a  seaaoo,  and  oonelves  permitted 
quietly  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  to  practise  and 


•  This  li  Um  Snt  iBitaaM  tf  a  JTawa^  bslni  sent  to  tb* 

veiled  and  eommeaded  bj  tempDrorj  rsoaona,  ftiimded  la 
Hi*  oonvenlenea  of  the  members  and  placed  In  tl»  Ibre  pot 
of  the  latter,  Tat  tha  eandndlsf  laauu  <wU«h  an  of  a 
^oIwT*]  and  pennanent  nature)  dlaelooe  the  true  re— Ptta  Apr 
the  ebanga— whish  was,  to  make  It  pemumenl :  and  panu- 
Dant  it  hai  bean.  It  was  ma  of  Ur.  Jefferson's  reftorma—tbe 
former  war  <it  MeemtilJiig  Via  two  Hoosm  to  bear  an  addreaa 
In  parsoD  from  tha  President,  retarnlng  aa  aiuwer  to  It,  the  ^ 
two  HoBHi  {(riag  In  Ibnn  to  preaaat  their  uuwer,  and  the 
Intcrrentloii  sf  repaatsd  oammlttaas  to  arrai^  the  dataUa 
of  UiHe  naremonloaa  meatlnn  being  oouldtred  too  eloes 
ea  Imllatlon  of  tha  rojal  mode  of  ^•anlnf  a  British  Parlla- 
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Pmiiatt  Mmage. 
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improTB  those  arta  which  tend  to  incrsMO  onr  com- 
forta.  The  uninuice!,  indeed,  of  Meudlj  di^nntiou, 
ncelved  from  ■]!  the  powers  with  whom  we  luiTe 
priucip&l  icl&tioTU,  had  ioipirad  a  oonfidence  ihU  oar 
peice  with  tbem  woaM  not  have  been  dirtiirbed. 
But  a  cenntion  of  iiregnlaritiei  which  had  >&cCed 
the  commeree  of  neotral  lutiona,  and  of  the  iiritS' 
tioni  aud  injmiu  prodooed  bf  them,  ciuiDot  but  add 
to  thia  confidence,  mnd  atreogtheiu,  at  the  lune  time, 
the  hope  that  wrongs  committed  on  uuoffending 
fiisDds,  under  &  pttunre  of  circmn^tuicui,  will  now 
be  reviewed  with  candor,  oad  will  be  coniddered  as 
founding  jnat  cLums  of  restitution  for  the  pa«t,  and 
uforQiefiitan. 

oei^bon^  alM, «  mtrit  of  peace 

" Is;  uid  I  am  )iapp]r 

•d  efl^>rti  to  inlrodnce 


and  friendship 


I  Miieiall] 
£Mthe< 


ithont  the  sanction  of  Congress,  to  go  bejeod  tbe 
line  of  defence,  the  Tosael,  being  diublsd  frcm  com- 
mitting fartber  hDatiliti<«,  wu  libeiatsd  with  iti  enr. 
The  liegialatnre  will  doabtleig  Minsder  whether,  \tj 
■Dlhoriang  laeasnres  of  offence  sl»,  tbe;  viH  place 
rce  on  sn  eqofJ  footjog  with  thu  of  ill  idTct- 
I  commonicBte  all  material  inibmution  on 
ibject,  that,  in  the  eierciie  of  Uiii  impntant 
fonction  eoQJidod  hy  the  conatitntion  to  the  Lrgiila- 
eiclosiTely,  their  jodgroeut  maj  (arm  itself  in  ■ 
knowledge  and  conaideratiaa  of  ereij  dmnutaiice 
ofwtjebt 

I  wish  I  ooold  sa;  thU  oar  dtnatlcn  wiib  si)  the 
other  Barbaiy  States  was  entirelj  MtiAct^.  Dit- 
covering  that  some  del^r*  had  taken  pbc*  In  tbe 
perfonnance  of  oertain  aitides  ttipolaled  hr  v,  I 
thooght  it  my  I'litj,  by  immediate  meaaaiM  (or  fbl- 
filling  ttiem,  to  rlndjcats  to  onnelTes  the  right  d 


without  aueceu ;  that  they  are  becoming  more  and 
more  aenaihle  of  the  inperiori^  of  tbia  dependence 
fbr  clothing  and  lubtistence,  over  the  precsrions  ra- 
aosrcea  (^  hnnting  and  fiabing ;  and  slieadj  we  are 
able  to  annonnce  that,  icstead  of  that  oonitant  diml- 
nntlon  of  their  nombers,  produced  bj  their  wan  and 
their  wants,  some  o!  them  begin  to  experience  an  in- 
crease of  population. 

To  this  state  of  general  peice  with  which  we  have 
been  blessed,  one  onlj  exception  exists.  Tripoli,  the 
least  conademble  of  the  Borbary  States,  had  come 
fi)Tward  with  demanda  nnfoonded  either  in  right  or 
in  compact,  and  had  permitted  itnlf  to  denonncs 
war,  on  onr  lUtnre  to  complj  before  ■  given  day. 
t  "nte  style  of  tbe  demands  admitted  but  one  answer. 
I  sent  a  small  aqnadron  of  frigatea  into  the  Mcditer- 
laneon,  with  aasunDcea  to  that  power  of  our  tincero 
desin  to  lemidn  b  peace ;  bat  with  orders  to  protect 
ottr  commerce  agaiost  the  thraataned  attack.  The 
mNtsoie  was  seasonable  and  salntaiy.  Tbe  Bej  had 
■lieady  dedaied  wot.  Hia  cmisers  were  ont.  Two 
had  aiTiT«d  at  Gibraltar.  Our  commerce  in  tiie 
Hedlterranean  waa  blockaded,  and  that  of  tbe  Atlan- 
tic in  peril.  Tbe  airiral  of  oar  squadron  dispelled 
the  danger.  One  of  the  Tripolilsn  cniisen,  having 
fallen  in  with  and  engaged  the  small  schooner  Enter- 
j>rise,  commandad  by  laentenant  Stetret,  which  hod 
gono  as  a  tender  to  our  larger  Tessels,  was  captared, 
alter  ■  heavy  slaughter  of  her  men,  without  the  loss 
of  a  single  one  an  onr  part.  The  hraTsiy  exhibited 
t>7  our  cilimna  on  that  element  will,  I  trust,  be  a 
tcMimoay  to  the  world  that  it  is  not  the  want  of  that 
virtue  which  makes  ns  seek  their  peace,  hut  a  con- 
Jcientioua  detdre  to  dirvct  the  energies  of  onr  nation 
to  the  multiplication  of  tbe  hnman  race,  and  not  Ic 
Ita  desCmction.     Unauthoiiiad  hy  the    constitDtion, 

meat  flam*  of  the  demoeratio  Wands  of  Ur.  JefltaaOD 
doubted  whether  this  ohviga  wh  s  reHiTnii  In  that  part  of  It 
wblah  dlapatiHd  with  the  anawen  (o  tbe  Preaident.  Thetr 
view  <i  it  wu,  Ihst  tha  answer  to  the  Speech,  or  Unaaga, 
aOirdsd  a  regular  oecadan  tat  spHtUng  to  the  stale  of  the 
UbIoo,  and  to  all  tha  topiea  presented ;  whleh  speaUlig,  lot- 
Ing  tts  regular  vent,  would  sftarwsrds  hreak  out  Imgulirlr 
on  tha  dlaesaslon  et  partlenlv  meaiures.  and  to  ths  Inter- 
npUonatthnbnslneaaoB  hand.  Eiiierlenee  hai  devalopsd 
.  Otat  Irropilailtj,  and  another— that  of  tpnldiig  to  tha  Mea- 
as(*  DD  tbe  mstlDna  to  refbr  partleular  claosaa  of  It  to  appro- 
priate oommlttHi.  therabrdelsxltig  the  rrferiDce ;  and.  In 
CQB  lutanoe  daring  Mr.  FUlmora'i  sdmlnlitiatlon,  prevent- 
iBf  the  ratartiwe  during  tha  eatlra  saasloB. 


considering  the  efiect  of  departnra  (ram  at^mlat 
on  their  side.  From  the  pwers  which  will  be  laid 
before  yon,  jou  will  be  enabled  to  judge  whedier  oar 
treaties  are  regarded  by  them  as  fixing  tt  all  the 
measure  of  their  demands,  or,  as  gnaiding  fnm 
the  exercise  of  foree  our  vessels  within  their  pow^ 
er ;  and  to  oonsider  bow  tn  it  wiD  be  sah  and  ex- 
pedient to  leava  onr  tSlizt  with  tlum  in  dtui  ptts- 

I  lay  before  yoo  the  rasnlt  of  ^  eenns  latehr 
taicen  of  our  Inhabitaata,  to  a  confbimity  with  vhicJi 
we  an  now  to  redoce  tite  ensning  ratio  of  npreisa- 
tation  and  taxation.  Yon  will  percdve  that  the  to- 
crease  of  nnmben,  daring  tbe  last  ten  yean,  laooeed- 
ing  in  geometrical  ratio,  promises  a  digjirotjnn  ia 
YMk  more  than  twoa^-two  yean,  We  eonIam(lata 
thia  rapid  growth,  and  the  pioKieet  it  boldl  np  to  oa, 
not  with  a  view  to  the  injiiries  kt  may  enable  u  to  do 
to  otliera  in  some  (Man  day,  bat  to  die  setflesientrf 
die  eilennve  conntir  etiU  remaining  vacant  within 
ODT  limit*,  to  the  midtiplication  of  men  snaeeptible  of 
b^ipineii;  educated  In  tbe  Iov«  of  order,  habitoated 
to  aelf-govemmeot,  and  valuing  its  blessings  almve 
aU  price. 

Other  dnmrnstaooes,  ootublned  with  tbe  inoeaa 
of  numbers,  liave  produced  an  aogmentation  cf  rew- 
nne  ariang  from  consmnption,  in  a  ratio  far  beyODd 
that  of  popolation  alone;  and,  though  tbe  changes  in 
foreign  rdationa  now  taking  place,  so  diaiiahly  bt 
tiie  whole  world,  may  fbr  a  aeaaon  oflbct  ihia  hrsBcta 
ofreTenue,yet,weighmgallpn>bahQitiesafeipeiue,aB 
well  as  of  income,  there  is  leasanable  gtoand  of  (<n- 
fidence  that  we  may  now  safely  di^nae  with  stma 
internal  taxci — comprehending  exciae,  atempi,  soo- 
tions,  licenses,  corriagn,  and  refined  sngin;  >o 
which  tbe  postage  on  newnapers  may  be  added,  to 
facilitate  tiie  progress  of  information ;  and  that  ths 
Temaimng  sources  of  revenue  will  be  soSdent  to  pro- 
vide Ibt  toe  npport  of  Govemment,  topaydia  intw- 
estof  the pnhlio  debts,  and  todischarge  tiKptinopali 
within  shorter  periods  than  the  law*  arlhngmeialFi- 
pectatinn  bad  oootem^ated.  War,  indeed,  and  iv- 
toword  events,  mi^  dianga  tbia  prospeet  of  lUig^ 
and  call  for  expenaee  wldcb  die  'itur**'*  cooU  ■* 
meet  But  sound  prlndples  will  not  jnsti^  onr  tax- 
ing the  indnstry  of  our  tellow-chliena  to  auuiBilsts 
trensors  (br  wars  to  happen  we  know  not  when,  sal 
which  might  not,  peni^ia.  bi^qien,  bnl  Ann  ths 
temptations  ofikred  by  that  treasure. 

These  views,  however,  of  rednmng  onr  hoiJSM  *<* 
fbrmed  no  the  expectation  that  a  senaUe,  and  at  tha 
same  time  a  aolntoi;,  rednetion  mar  take  platt  ia 
ottr  hgldtual  expetiditDiva,    Fnr  uSt  poiposa  IliMa 
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cf  tlie  dvQ  Giivanunent,  the  umj,  ui]  qhtj,  will 
need  rarual.  When  we  otnuider  UiM  thii  GoTBrn- 
mcnt  ii  charged  with  the  eitemBl  utd  inDtiiBl  nl»- 
timia  onl;  oTthen  SuMi;  Ihatthe  Slmte*  thenuelvei 
Ban]  pnucipal  care  of  our  penoiu,  our  property,  and 
oor  TepDtalini,  coostitiitiiig  the  mat  field  of  hnman 
eoDcenu,  va  may  well  doubt  vhether  imr  or^niia- 
tion  ia  not  loo  wmpliiiated,  too  expeniive  ;  whether 
offices  and  oSoen  luTe  not  been  multiplied  unnecM- 
Miilj,  and  tometnaea  injoriooalj  to  the  ■nrvioe  tbe7 
woe  meant  to  promote.  I  will  caoM  to  be  laid  b»- 
tan  joa  u  tamj  tewaid*  a  Matement  oT  those  who, 
under  niblki  employment  of  Tarioua  kinds,  draw 
monej  Bom  die  Ti«Bam7,  or  tatm  our  oitinini.  Time 
baa  Dot  permitted  a  peribct  emuneration,  the  ramifi- 
oalioiia  of  (Aoe  buDg  too  multiplied  and  remote  to 
be  eompletel7  traoed  m  a  first  trial.  Ataoag  tbow 
lAo  are  dependent  on  EiecutiTg  discretion,  I  have 
begun  the  Tednctiiin  at  what  was  deemed  miDeces- 
BS17.  The  eipeasea  of  diplomatic  igencf  have  beeu 
ODOSiderablr  diminished.  The  In^wcton  oT  Internal 
rareQae,  who  wen  found  to  abstract  the  aocDnnti- 
hill^  of  the  institntiaD,  have  beea  disocmtiDned. 
Ser^ml  ageodes,  created  bj  Execatifc  anthority,  on 
mlariea  fixed  bj  that  also,  hava  been  nippresied,  and 
^MDld  snggtat  the  eipBdiencj  of  regelating  that 
power  bj  law,  so  ■•  to  sal^ect  iti  axerclM  to  Leglala- 
tire  in^wctioa  and  — n>*inn  Other  relbnnations  of 
die  same  kind  will  be  pnrsned  with  that  oantian 
which  is  reqidsite,  in  lemoring  nseleas  things,  not  to 
injuie  what  is  ratalned.  But  the  maX  mass  oT  pab- 
Qg  offices  is  otabUsbed  bj  law,  and  therefore  b;  law 
alone  can  be  abolished.  Should  the  LegislatDre 
think  it  expedient  to  pass  this  roU  in  reriew,  and  try 
all  its  pnrts  by  the  test  of  public  nfflity,  they  may  be 
assnred  of  every  aid  and  light  which  Executlre  infor- 
mation oan  yield.  Considering  the  general  tendency 
to  multiply  offices  and  dependwicies,  and  to  increase 
tspenna  to  the  ultimBto  term  rf  burden  which  the 
dtums  can  bear,  it  behooTes  ns  to  avail  oarseWes 
id  averj  ooeaaon  which  presenta  itself  for  taking  off 
dw  snicbarge ;  that  it  never  may  be  seen  here  that, 
after  leaving  to  labor  the  imallcst  portion  of  its  earn- 
ings on  which  It  can  snhsisl^  Government  sh&ll  its^ 
eonstiTw;  the  whole  residue  of  what  it  was  institoled 
tognard. 

£1  our  care,  too,  of  the  pnblio  contributions  in~ 
trusted  to  OUT  diiectiori,  it  would  bs  prudent  to  mul- 
tiply barrien  against  their  dissipatiDn,  by  apprcpii- 
Bbng  specific  snmi  to  every  specific  purpose  susceptible 
of  definition  i  by  disallowing  all  applioationB  of  money 
vaiying  fiom  the  appropriatioD  in  object,  or  trans- 
field  0 


. . -f  money;  and  by  brining 
back  to  a  single  department  all  accountabilities  for 
money,  where  the  eiamiaations  may  be  prompt,  ef- 
ficaoions,  and  uniform. 

An  Bocount  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
last  year,  as  prepared  by  the  Secretary  at  the  Tress- 
vj,  will,  M  MtuU,  be  laid  betbre  you.  The  snccess 
irtlieh  has  atteoded  the  late  sales  of  the  public  lands 
show*  that,  with  attention,  they  may  Iw  made  an 
Important  soaroa  of  receipt.  Among  the  p^ments 
those  made  in  discharge  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
eat  of  the  nafional  debt,  will  show  that  die  public 
£sith  has  been  euctiy  maintsined.  To  these  will 
be  added  an  estimate  of  appropriations  necessary  for 
the  ensoing  year.  This  lost  will,  of  course,  be  af- 
borA  by  snch  modifications  of  the  ayiteni  of  expense 
as  yon  shall  think  proper  to  ad^l. 


feet;  nor  ahOBld 

tmtil  we  can  say  that  we  hi 

the  nulitia  which  we  could  do  were 


A  atetement  has  been  formed  by  the  Secretaiy  at 
War,  (w  mature  consideration,  of  all  the  poEts  and 
stations  whem  garrisons  will  be  eipediest,  and  of  the 
immber  of  men  reqnijdie  for  each  garriion.  The 
whole  amount  is  considerably  short  of  the  present 
Military  Establishment.  For  the  surplus  no  partic- 
ular use  can  be  pointed  out  For  defpnce  af^inst  in~ 
vasion  their  nomberisa*  nothing;  nor  is  it  conceived 
needful  or  safe  that  a  standing  army  should  be  kept 
up  in  time  of  peace,  for  that  purpose.  Uncertun  as 
we  must  ever  be  of  the  particular  pcnnt  in  our  cir- 
cumference where  an  enemy  may  choose  to  invade 
US,  the  only  fottM  which  can  be  ready  at  ereiy  point, 
and  competent  to  oppose  them,  is  the  body  oF  neigh- 
boring dtiiBOS,  as  formed  into  a  militia.  On  these, 
collected  fVom  the  parts  most  ctmvenient,  in  nnmbera 
proportioned  to  the  invading  force,  it  is  best  to  rely, 
not  only  to  meet  the  Erst  attack,  but  if  it  threatens 
to  be  ptrmanent,  to  maintun  the  defence  until  rego- 
lors  may  he  engaged  to  relieve  them.  These  con- 
siderations render  it  important  thkt  we  should,  ftt 
every  sesalDa,  continue  to  amend  the  defects  which 
from  time  to  time  show  themselves  in  Che  laws  for 
regelating  the  militia,  until  they  are  sufficiency  per- 
,  or  at  any  time,  sepsiate, 
-  -  very  thing  for 
eucmy  at  our 

The  pravision  rf  military  stores  on  hand  will  be 
Idd  before  yon,  that  you  may  jndge  of  the  additions 
still  requisite. 

With  respect  to  the  extent  to  which  our  naval 
preparations  should  be  carried,  some  difiereuce  of 
opinion  may  be  expected  to  appear;  but  jost  atten- 
tion to  the  circomstances  of  every  part  of  the  Union 
will  doubtless  reconcile  all.  A  small  force  will  prob- 
ably continne  to  be  wanted  for  actual  son-ice  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Whatever  annoul  sum  beyond  that 
you  may  think  proper  to  appn^riate  to  naval  prepa- 
rations, would  perhaps  be  better  employed  in  provid- 
ing those  articles  wMch  may  be  kept  wilbont  waste 
or  coosomption,  and  be  in  readiness  when  any  exi- 
gence calls  them  into  use.  Pitogiess  luu  been  made, 
as  wfU  f^ipear  by  papers  now  communicated,  in  pro- 
viiUng  materials  (or  seven^-fbnr  gun  ships,  as  di- 
rected by  lav. 

Bow  far  the  aathoii^  given  by  the  Legislatiue  for 
procuring  and  establishing  sites  for  naval  purposely 
has  been  perfectly  understood  and  porsued  in  the  ex- 
ecution, admits  al  some  doubt.  A  statement  of  the 
expenses  already  Incurred  on  that  subject  is  now  laid 
before  yon.  I  have,  in  certain  cases,  suspended  or 
slackened  these  expenditures,  that  the  Liigi«latnre 
might  determine  whether  so  many  yards  are  necessa- 
ry as  have  been  contemplated.  The  works  at  this 
place  are  among  those  permitted  to  go  on ;  and  five 
of  the  seven  frigates  directed  to  be  laid  up,  bate  been 
brought  and  laid  up  here,  where,  bendes  the  safety 
of  their  portion,  they  are  nndef  the  eye  of  the  Exec- 
utive Aibninistratiod,  as  well  as  of  its  agents ;  and 
when  yourselves  also  will  be  guided  by  ycnr  om 
view  in  the  le^lativa  provisions  respecting  them, 
which  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  necessary.  They 
ore  preserved  in  snch  condition,  as  well  the  vessels  al 
whatever  belongs  to  them,  as  Co  be  at  all  times  ready 
for  sea  at  a  sliort  warning.  Two  others  are  yet  to 
be  hud  up,  as  soon  oe  they  shall  receive  the  repairs 
requisite  M  put  them  also  into  sound  condilioQ.  As 
H  BDperlntending  officer  will  be  necessary  at  each 
yard,  bis  doties  and  emolumenta,  hitherto  fixed  by 
the  Execntnre,  will   be  a  more  proper  mljject  for  1»- 
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giilBtion.  A  comnmaicatiou  will  alio  ba  nude  of  our 
ptogrea  in  the  eiecntion  of  tb«  Uir  rwpentiiig  tba 
vencU  directed  to  be  sold. 

The  fortiGcBtioni  of  our  barbon,  more  or  leM  ad- 
ruu^d,  itresent  comiderBtioiii  of  great  diScol^. 
While  lonie  of  them  are  on  b  aoale  nlGcieiitly  pn>- 
portioned  to  the  odvantBgei  of  tbeir  position,  to  the 
efficacy  of  their  protectioD,  and  the  Importonoe  of  tba 
points  within  it,  otben  are  so  extennve,  will  coat  h> 
niach  in  their  fint  election,  ao  mocb  in  thui  main- 
tenance,  and  leqnira  anch  a  fbrce  to  garriaoa  them, 
hi  to  make  it  qnestifnuhle  what  is  beM  notr  to  be  done. 
A  Btstement  i^  tluue  commeoced  Or  projeoted  ;  of  tbe 
expeiiaca  already  incnrred ;  and  eatimates  of  tbeii 
futon  cost,  a>  Ear  as  can  be  foraaeen,  aball  be  laid 
before  700,  that  jmi  taay  be  enabled  to  judge  wheth- 
er aoj  altention  ia  neceasaiy  In  the  law*  reqwoting 
thia  subject. 

Agriculture,  manufactoieit,  commeice,  and  nanga- 
tion,  the  four  pillars  of  onr  pioaperitf ,  are  then  noM 
tbriring  when  left  most  free  to  mdindoal  enterprise. 
Protection  from  caanal  embarraaamenta,  bowerer, 
muj  sometimes  be  aeaaonably  interposed.  IC,  in  the 
coucse  (rf  your  obaerrntiom  or  inquiriea,  thej  ahoiild 
appear  to  need  anj  aid  within  tbe  limits  of  onr  coD- 
tdtutioDal  powers,  Tonr  senu  of  tbeir  importance  is  a 
infBcif  nt  aMurance  they  will  occupy  your  atteatiou. 
We  cannot,  indeed,  bat  all  feel  an  anxioiu  aolicitode 
far  tbe  dilHcultiea  nnder  which  onr  oarrying  trade 
will  soon  be  placed.  How  far  it  can  be  nlievad, 
otherwise  than  by  lime,  is  a  sntijeet  tt  important  ood- 
tideratioo. 

Tbe  Judiciaiy  system  of  the  United  States,  and 
especially  that  portion  of  It  recently  erected,  will,  of 
coune,  present  itself  to  the  contemplation  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  tbat  tbey  may  be  able  to  jodgB  c^  the 
n portion  which  the  institutioa  bean  to  the  bniineaa 
las  to  perform,  t  have  caused  to  be  ^oonied  fiam 
the  Mveral  Siate^  sod  now  1*7  before  Conmai^  an 
exact  etatement  of  oil  tlw  cansea  dedded  amoe  tlie 
firrt  ostabliahmaDt  of  the  oourt^  and  of  thoee  wlueh 
were  depending  when  additional  Morti  and  JodgM 
were  brought  in  to  tli«r  aid. 

And  while  on  the  Judidary  orgamnlioii,  it  will  be 
Vorthy  of  yonr  consideration  whether  the  ptoteoiaoa 
of  tbe  inestimable  institation  of  juries  has  been  ex- 
tended to  all  the  canes  inTolring  the  aecnrity  of  onr 
persons  and  property.  Their  impartial  aalection  also 
being  essential  to  their  valoe,  we  ought  farther  to 
cansidcr  whether  that  la  sufficiently  secured  in  those 
States  where  they  are  named  by  a  marshal  depend- 
ing on  Executive  will,  or  dengnated  by  the  oooit,  or 
bj  officers  dependent  on  them. 

I  cannot  omit  recommending  a  reviaal  of  tbe  lawa 
oc  the  subject  of  natnraliiation.  Considering  the 
ordioary  chancea  of  human  life,  a  denial  <^  oitiinn- 
ahip  under  a  residence  of  fonitecn  yean,  is  a  denial 
to  a  great. pniportjon  of  those  who  ask  it ;  and  con- 
trols a  policy  pursued,  from  their  first  aettlemeut,  by 
many  of  these  Stateo,  and  still  believed  of  conaa- 

rnce  to  their  prosperity.  And  shall  we  refnae  to 
unhappy  ftigitlTea  from  distress  that  hospitali^ 
which  the  savages  of  the  wlldemesa  extended  to  out 
fkthen  arriviiig  in  this  land  ?  Shall  oppressed  bn- 
manity  find  no  asylum  on  this  globe  7  The  consti- 
tatioD,  indeed,  baa  wlniy  provi^  that,  for  odmis- 
Bon  to  certain  offices  of  important  trust,  a  luaidence 
ahall  be  required  aufficient  to  devetope  charaoter  and 
design.  But  might  not  the  g^oerai  charaoter  and 
capatulities  of  a  citiaen  be  safely  communioatad  to 
" " "■""*' —  "   ""tma  fids  purpoia<tf  em- 


baAing  his  life  and  fortonea  pennamndy  with  uif 
with  restiictiona,  perli^ia,  to  guard  againat  tba  frm- 
dnlent  imrpatiou  of  our  flagT  an  abaae  idueh 
brings  >o  mitcb  emharmameut  and  km  m  Urn  go- 

ing  involved  in  war,  that  no  eodeavor  ahovld  be 
apued  to  detect  and  ani^reai  it 

These,  fellow-citiiHis,  an  the  matlan  rapacliiig 
tbe  atata  of  the  natjea  wbicb  I  baTe  tbon^  of  im- 
portauoe  to  be  sobmittad  to  yonr  ocauidorMJOD  st 
this  time.  Some  others  of  lea  mouent,  cr  not  yet 
ready  for  commimicatiDu,  will  be  tbe  snlject  of  sep- 
arate Messages.  I  am  hupy  in  this  opportmity  of 
committing  tba  aidoons  alnura  of  our  OOTennnsnl  to 
theoolleotedwiidomoftheUnioii.  KotUngihallbe 
wanting  on  n/ part  Co  iofona,  as  ftr  a>  b  lay  powv, 
the  legulatin  judgment,  nf-  *-  ——  '*-•  :-J~-* 
into  faithfhl  er  —  ■"  -      "" 


,  that  oondliation  which  ao  mnch  befnoidB 
rational  oouclnuon ;  and  by  its  eiBni[de  wiH  anoonr- 
ago  omMig  our  oc 


things,  ia  not  to  be  expeotad;  bnt  I  indulge  the 


efiivta,  whidi  han  fin'  tbdt  ob^  to  presem ' 
Qenansl  and  State  GaTenmeoti  m  Ihwr  oonitltBtii 


establish  principles  and  praotieas  cf  administratioa 
fanffaUe  to  the  aaotnily  of  liberty  and  fmpa^,  sad 
'   redaoeexp«D*Mto*rhat  ii  ncoesaaiyfir^BiM 
It. 
THOMAS  JEFFCBSON. 


The  Letter  and  Ueaeage  were  raid,  mi  oc- 
dered  to  be  printed  for  the  vw  of  the  Senate. 

The  papwi  referred  to  in  the  Itowp  wn 
in  part  read,  and  tbe  Scmote  a4}0Dnied. 

WimnsDAT,  Deoember  B. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  tbe  appointmest  of 
a  Giaplaiii  to  Congress  od  thdr  put,  ind  the 
ReT.  Mr.  Gantt  was  elected. 

TnuBBDAT,  December  lOi 
BMolntd,  That  James  Mathera,  Ser^esnt^^ 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Smate,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  anthorixed  to  employ  om  ad- 
dilioiial  asfdatant,  and  two  horses,  tat  the  pur-  ^ 

pose  of  performing  snoh  eerrices  as  are  mmHT  i 

roqnirea  of  the  Doorkeeper  to  tbe  Senate;  and  I 

that  the  sum  of  tweoty-eight  dollars  be  allowed 
hiro  weekly  for  the  porpoee  during  the  aeaioa, 
and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Fbidax,  Deoember  11. 
JoKiTHiit  Mason,  from  the  State  of  Jtaj 
chnsette,  and  iuau  Ssiijrx,  from  the  State  V 
Kew  UampsUre,  seTerally  attended. 

MoRDAT,  Deoember  14. 
Jakes  Hillhohul  from  the  State  of  Owui*^ 
ticnt,  and  Dwiour  Fobizb,  from  tbe  State  of 
Hassadioselts,  seTsrally  atteoded. 
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informed  Ui«  Senate  that  tti«  Hodm  have  «lwt- 
ed  theReverand  Willuk  pAKKomoB&Ohapb^ 
toOtmgnmoatiuaTpart.     • 

fiiTusVAT,  December  19. 

GonTKKHKOB  UoRBD,  from  the  8tiit«  of  New 
York,  attended. 

Thojui  Brame,  appcdnted  t  Senator  b;  the 
Iicpalatara  of  the  State  (rf  Sonth  Oarolina,  in 
the  place  of  thdr  late  Senator,  Oharlei  Hnok- 
sej,  redgned,  prodaoed  hia  credentials,  was 
qWified,  end  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

UovDAT,  December  91. 
Tlw  credentialB  of  QxoBoa  Tjoqas,  ^pobtcd 
ft  Senator  b7  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Penn^lvania,  were  presenMd  and  read;  and 
tbe  affiimatjon  preecribed  hj  law  was  admin- 
istered bf  the  President 

TcUDAT,  December  SS. 
Datid  StOBx,  from  the  State  of  North  Oaro- 
lina, attended. 

VoHDAT,  December  S6. 

Jobs  Ewnro  Colhotut,  appointed  b  Senator 

by  the  Le^slatnre  of  tbe  State  of  Sooth  Oaro- 

liiia,  prodnced  his  credentials,  waa  ^oalified,  and 

took  hia  leat  in  the  Senate. 

Thuxbdat,  Deoonber  81.  i 

Tb.  BswiEXRBiimx  preaented  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Zane,  etatiiig  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner 
st  the  (^  of  nine  jean  by  the  Wyandot  In- 
dians, with  whom  he  remuned  ontil  he  became 
of  age ;  had  A  hmilj  by  a  woman  of  that  na- 
tion, and  a  tract  of  land  was  assigned  him  t^ 
the  aiud  nation,  on  a  branch  of  tbe  Great  Uioml, 
and  which  tract  of  land  was  ceded  to  the 
tJnited  States  by  a  recent  treaty  with  the  said 
Wyandot  Indiuui,  and  praying  snch  relief  as 
may  be  deemed  eqnit&ble;  and  the  petition  was 
re«d,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  BxBOKXirBiDOB, 
Tkaot,  and  Oeows,  to  consider  and  report 
tbereon. 

TmntAT,  Janoary  8,  ISOi. 

ib.  Bbowx,  fh>m  the  State  of  Emtnoky,  at- 
tanded. 

Biporting  the  Dibata, 

The  Pnen>KRT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
signed  Samnel  H.  Smith,  stating  that  he  was 
denrons  of  takang  notes  of  the  proceedings  of 
tbe  Sraate,  in  so^  manner  as  to  render  them 
correct:   Wberenpon, 

Saitlted,  That  any  stenographer  deslroQs  to 
take  tbe  debatee  ot  tbe  8enat«  on  L^^atire 
boainesa,  m^  be  admitted  for  that  pnrpcee,  at 
■aoh  place  within  the  area  of  the  Senate 
Ohsmber  as  the  Preddent  m|iy  allot: 
Vuu  n.— U 


And,  on  motion  to  reconsider  tbe  above  re- 
solution, it  paswd  in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  IT, 
nays  9. 

Yeas. — HeMFh  kaSvnoa,  Brackeuifdge,  Cock^ 
Dayton,  Ellery,  Dwight  Foatar,  HilUiaDM,  Hoireid, 
Logan,  Jonatbaa  MawnL  Hani*,  Ogden,  Oloot^ 
Snmter,  Traiy,  White,  and  Wright. 

IIaih. — Mwirt.  BUdwin,  Brown,  CUpman,  T. 
Foctar,  FnnUin,  Jaduon,  Nichcda*,   SheaA,   and 

StoDB. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  reeolntion,  by  add- 
ing, after  tbe  word  stenographer,  "  He  having 

given  bond  in  the  snm  of  ■ ,  with  two  sof&- 

cieut  inretjea,  in  the  nmi  of each,  for  hia 

good  conduct,"  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeai 
10,  nays  18,  as  followB; 

Yaaa— Mwra.  Chipman,  DByton,  Dwight  Fnter, 
mnhoon,  Howard,  Mrarii,  Ogden,  Olec^  Sheafs, 
aodTnciy. 

Nats. — Hgaaci.  Andanon,  Baldwin,  Brackonridg^ 
Brown,  Cocke,  Colhooii,  EUeiy,  T.  Foiter,  Frauk% 
Jackmi,  Logan,  S.  T.  MaiOD,  J,  Mawm,  Kkholu, 
Stone,  Sumter,  White,  and  Wri^L 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  oriffinal  reeola- 
tion,  amended  by  adding  the  woros  "  or  note- 
taker,"  after  the  words  stenographer,  it  paaaed 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  16,  najs  12,  as  fol- 

Yxu. — Heura  Andenon,  Baldwin,  Bieckenricin, 
Blown,  Cooke,  Colhonn,  EUeiy,  T.  Foster,  FWJe^ 
Jaoknn,  Logan,  S.  T.  Hasan,  Nicholai,  Stone,  Smn- 
ter,  and  Wri^t 

Kats.— HeiBi.  Chipman,  Dayton,  Dwight  Fosto', 
HiUhoDie,  Howard,  J.  Mason,  Uonis,  Og£n,  Oloat^, 
Sheah,  Trttj,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Saohtd,  That  any  stenographer,. 
or  not*-taktr,  deeirons  of  taking  the  deMtes  of 
tbe  Senate  on  Legislative  bnmneaa,  may  be  ad- 
mitted for  that  porpoee  at  snch  place,  within. 
the  area  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  aa  tbe  Preai-^ 
dent  shall  allot* 

'WxnuisiiAT,  January  6. 
Judiciary  SyiUm. 
Hi.  Masoit  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ITee^ 
■age,  which  waa  in  part  read;  when  tlie  ftir- 
ther  reading  of  the  whole  document  was  ans- 
pended,  ana  that  part  only  read,  which  relate! 
to  the  Jndidary  System. 


*  [Tnim  th*  SsUoBsl  Intelll«m»r  <<  Ju.  S,  ian.1 
Ob  UoiHUt  iHt  Uu  idlhiT  eddnaHd  ■  Mtir  to  the 
pMldeot  of  tb*  S«Bat«,  ttqnNtliu:  pemdokiD  to  oecapT  ■ 
potion  iB  the  lowai  uea  of  the  Svnate  Cbunber,  for  the 
pnTpoM  o(  tnUcig  with  oorMum  the  ^txts  ud  proascd- 
bpofUutbodr. 
It  mu b«  nnwrr to  nmirk  Ihst bantoCm no iteiM^ 

Gphar  ue  b««n  sdmttMl  (d  thli  ma;  ud  tb*  Bpp«r  (■!• 
r.  bdBc  op«  to  Iha  sdmlMlaB  of  trtij  one,  ud  tery 
nmot*  Inm  the  floor  of  the  Haaaa.  hii  piannlad  enr 
■ttsmpt  balna  mide  to  tsk*  Ih*  tiMUt,  from  the  Impoiit 
bUltr  ofbcanBadlsttnatlTfhMn  ft. 

ThaeoBt*Dt*«rth*Mlir  wenaabntttadbTthe  Pied- 
dant  to  the  Sanata;  and  ■  TM^otlaa  agraad  t«t  to  tb*  Ibl- 
loiriuairHt;  SaasIHif,  ThatujateDOfniibcr^dctlraiiito 
tskaaadebalaaofth<S*Bit«OB  LaglilaUva  hsqlneu,  mar 
baadmittad  for  that  par|Haa,Btaaeh  plaea,  wlihlB  Uia  ana 
ottha  BasaU  Qumber,  m  tba  PmldaBt  abaU  allot. 

Ob  WfdDHdiT  the  adltor  binl.  a«wrdlQ|!l7,  usLEBsd  to 
him  a  DonieDlEnt  place  In  the  Inwei  ana,  tnm  which  ke 
took  Dolaa  of  the  pioaaadlBp  ol  tha  Saaat*. 
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Cpon  which  Mr.  Bbboeivbidoe,  from  Ken- 
tncky,  rose,  and  etoted  that  two  days  ago  he 
had  given  notice  that  on  this  day  he  would  snb- 
mit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  two  re- 
solntiona  reapecting  the  Judiciary  Estahlisliinent 
of  the  United  8tat«B.  As,  however,  those  re- 
eolations  were  not  neoeaaarily  connected,  and 
as  they  might  be  distinctly  discussed,  he  wonld 
at  present  confine  himself  to  moving  the  flret 
resolntion;  without  however  foreclosing  to 
himself  the  right  of  aohmitting  the  second  after 
the  disposition  of  the  first.  He,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  act  passed  last  session  retpeet- 
inff  the  Judieiajy  EatablUhmmt  at  the  United 
States  b«  repealed. 

[Thia  is  the  act  which  created  rizteen  new 
dronit  Jndg«s.] 

YvDiX,  Janiury  8. 
Judieiary  Sgitem. 

Agreeahly  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  oonrideration  of  the  mo- 
tion made  on  the  6th  instant,  to  wit : 

"  TbM  the  >«t  of  Omgnm  panad  od  the  18th  day 
of  Febniiiy,  1801,  eatitted  'An  act  to  prorida  lor 
Ac  mors  cmiveiuetit  orgwiiEation  of  tha  Comts  ti  the 
Dnitsd  Statea,'  ou^t  to  be  rapaalad."  * 

Ur.  BsBCXEHBioaa  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  PBBBiDEirr,  as  follows: 

It  will  be  expected  of  me,  I  presume,  rir,  as  1 
introdooed  the  reaolntion  now  nnder  consider- 
atjon,  to  as^gn  my  reasons  for  wishing  a  repeal 
of  this  law.  This  I  ahall  do;  and  ahall  en- 
deavor to  show: 

J.  That  the  law  is  nnnecesaary  and  improper, 
and  was  so  at  its  passage ;  and 

a.  That  the  oonrta  and  Indgee  u-eated  by  it, 
can  and  ought  to  l>e  abolished. 

1st.  That  the  act  mider  consideration  was  un- 
necessary and  improper,  is,  to  my  mind,  no 
difficult  task  to  prove.  No  increase  of  oonrta 
or  Judges  ooold  m  necessary  or  Justifiable,  on- 
less  the  existing  courts  and  Judges  were  incom- 


On  tbt  ■dopttoB  «f  tba  abora  nnlatlon.  urUok  opau  ■ 
D*w  door  t«  pnbllB  Inftiniutlon,  asd  wbloh  mar  1x  <*»■- 
ridend  •■  Uw  pnlada  to  ■  mora  lennliia  tjtafXIij  betw«n 
thcSciialaaDd  thapeopla  of  Um  UBlIed  BUt«,tlian  atj 
b*T*  htrataltora  nMritd,  br  TcudariBC  viob  bcUar  ao- 
qaalDted  wllh  Xb»  oUht,  v*  osBaratulata,  wlUwDt  qoallB- 
OBttoD,  ererj  ftiand  to  Uia  tne  prliMlpka  of  oni  npnbllcan 


•  Thli  raodon  far*  liia  to  on*  of  tlia  moat  aittndtd  ud 
•aineit  dcbataa  whloh  had  oocsmd  In  Congieea,  loTotTlng 
til*  Intartata  aod  paiilcmi  of  partj,  la  irgll  «a  qaMtlona  of 
Ugh  aoDitientlDiul  Uw  and  of  gnat  pabUo  axpadlaDcr;  and 
waa  tiiDaglit  on  In  tha  approTOd  parllamontarj'  fOnn  of  a 
teaolatlOB  ta  tir  Uia  prlnclpls,  mumbamaHd  with  Iha  da- 
tallaoranawblU.  Tha  law  p rapaaed  to  be  npaalad,  b««idaa- 
It  ]ndgu  at  una*  to  the  faderal 
.)  wai  pauad  In  tha  laU  daji  of  id 
I,  arid  tlio  appohitzneata  mada  Id 
thaw  laaC  momanti,  and  wall  eunOaed  to  ona  pollllcal 
part;:  aa  that  manr  naioai  ooniplnd  U  iiako  <t  ntOaa- 
tlonahle  on  oaa  hud  and  deelnbla  on  tha  other,  and  t< 
call  forth  tb«  (tnngcat  aiartloaB  both  lOr,  aad  agalnat,  thi 


petent  to  the  prompt  and  proper  disnharge  of 
the  duties  oonsigned  to  them.  To  bold  out  t 
show  of  litigation,  when  iu  UA  little  eitati, 
most  be  impolitic;  and  to  multiply  eipenn re 
syBtems,  and  create  hosts  of  eipensive  oScos, 
withoat  having  experienced  an  actual  necessity 
for  them,  must  be  a  wanton  waste  of  the  pablio 
treasure. 

The  docnment  before  ns  shows  that,  at  the 
,  jsaage  of  this  act,  the  existing  courts,  oot  only 
th)m  their  number,  but  from  uie  suits  depend- 
ing  before  them,  were  fully  competent  to  a 
speedy  decirion  of  those  suits.  It  shows,  that 
on  the  ICth  day  of  June  last,  there  were  do- 

Ending  in  all  the  cirouit  eourts,  (that  of  llirj- 
id  only  excepted,  whose  do(Aflt  we  have  not 
been  fturiished  with,)  one  thousand  five  hoo- 
dred  and  thirtv-nine  snita.  It  shows  that  eigtit 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-aix  soils  <tf 
every  description  have  come  before  those  ccurti, 
in  ten  years  and  upwards.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  annual  average  amount  of  soits 
nas  been  about  eight  hundred. 

But  sundry  contingent  things  have  conspired 
to  BWeU  the  oircott  court  dockets,  b  Ustt- 
land,  Yiipnia,  and  in  dl  the  Southern  and 
SouUi-weBtem  States,  a  f^^at  number  of  eiuU 
have  been  brought  by  Britdah  creditors;  llus 
spedea  of  controveniv  ia  nearly  at  an  end. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  docket  has  been  swdkd 
by  prosecntions  in  consequence  of  the  ¥Mteni 
insnirection,  by  the  disturbancea  in  Bncb  sad 
Northampton  Counties :  and  by  the  sedition  ml 
These  I  find  amount  in  that  SUte  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fbrty  soite. 

In  Kentucky,  non-reddent  land  dumaiib 
have  gone  into  the  federal  court  from  a  Ion- 
porary  convenience:  because,  imtil  withui  a 
year  or  two  past,  there  existed  no  coort  ol 
general  jurisdiction  co-extensive  with  the  whda 
State,  I  find,  too,  that  of  the  ui  hundred  ind 
odd  suits  which  have  been  commenced  Ihei^ 
one  hundred  and  ninety -dz  of  them  have  been 

groseootions  under  the  laws  of  the  Uniud 
tatM. 

In  most  of  the  States  there  have  been  proa» 
ontions  under  the  sedition  act.  This  source  n 
litigation  is,  I  trust,  for  ever  dried  nji.  And, 
lastly,  in  all  the  States  a  number  of  suits  have 
arisen  nndcr  the  excise  law ;  whidi  imiK^*' 
controversy  will,  I  hope,  before  thia  seaskii 
terminates,  be  also  dried  up. 

But  thia  same  dooameutdiacloeeaanolbwint- 
portant  fact;  which  is,  that  notwiUwtandingill 
these  nntoward  and  temporary  sonroes  of  f«o«^ 
al  adjudication,  the  nuta  in  those  oourn  »n 
daenatina;  for,  from  the  dockets  exhibited 
(except  Kentucky  and  TenneMee,  whee  smtt 
are  summed  up  in  the  aggregate)  it  qqieai^ 
that  in  1 709  there  were  one  thoosuid  two  ban- 
dred  and  seventy-fonr,  and  in  1800  there  wm» 
nx  hundred  and  eightj-seveo  nita  oommeDced ; 
ahowii^  a  decrease  of  five  hundred  aod  dp>ty> 

Could  it  be  necessary  then  to  inertam  courto 
wh«a  anite  were  iferaa*i»gt    Could  it  be  m- 
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[Snun, 


oeaMTT  to  maltipl7  jodses,  whes  thdr  dntiea 
ir«re  diminishing  t    Ana  Will  I  not  be  JnstiflMl, 

thsrefbre,  in  affirming,  that  the  law  was  nn- 
Dec«eaai7,  and  that  OongresB  acted  ander  a 
mistaken  impresnon,  vhen  tbe^  mnltipUed 
conrts  and  jnd^  at  a  time  when  litigation  was 
■otnallj  decreasing ! 

Bnt,  sir,  the  decrease  of  bnaineaa  goes  a  ea 
war  in  finng  laj  opinion  on  this  sabject.  I 
inclbed  to  tbinb,  that  bo  far  from  there  having 
been  a  necesaitj  at  this  time  for  an  increase 
of  courts  and  jndgM,  that  the  time  never  will 
arrive  when  America  will  stand  in  need  of 
thir^-^iffht  federal  jndgee.  look,  rir,  at  yonr 
conatitndon,  and  see  the  Jndicial  power  there 
consigned  to  federal  oonrts,  and  serionaly  ask 
joatSdt,  can  there  be  falrl  j  extracted  from  those 
poiren  sabjects  of  litigation  sufficient  tot  six 
BDpremeand  tlurtj-two  inferior  conrt  jndgeat 
To  me  it  appears  impossible. 

The  Jndicial  powers  given  to  the  federal 
wmrta  were  never  intended  bj  the  constitntion 
t«  emb*80e,  exclnalvelj,  snbjecta  of  litigation, 
which  cbnld,  with  proprietj,  be  left  with  the 
Btale  conrts.  Tbolr  Jurisdiction  was  intended 
prineipallj  to  extend  to  great  national  and 
nreign  concerns.  Except  cases  ariung  imder 
the  laws  of  the  United  Btatea,  I  do  not  at  pre- 
sent recollect  bat  three  or  fonr  kinds  in  which 
their  power  extends  to  anbjecta  of  litigation,  in 
which  private  persons  only  are  concerned: 
And  can  it  be  possible,  that  with  a  Jnrisdiction 
embracing  ao  small  a  portion  of  private  litiga- 
tion, in  a  neat  part  of  which  the  State  courts 
might,  aqd  onght  to  participate,  that  we  can 
stand  in  need  of  thirty-eight  Judges,  and  ei- 

fend  in  Jadioiary  regolationa  the  annnal  nun  of 
187,000? 

No  other  country,  whose  regnlationa  I  have 
any  knowledge  o^  famishes  an  example  of  a 
syston  80  pnxligal  and  extenrive.  In  En^and, 
whose  conrts  are  the  boast,  and  sud  to  l>e  the 
secDrity  of  the  rights  of  the  nation,  every  man 
knows  there  ar»bnt  twelve  Jndgee  and  three 
principal  conrtSL  These  courts  embrace,  in 
their  original  w  appellate  Jnrisdiction,  almost 
the  whole  circle  of  nnman  concerns. 

The  King's  Bench  and  Oonmion  Pleaa,  which 
conrist  of  foor  Jadges  each,  entertain  all  the 
common  law  smts  of  40«.  and  npwarda,  origi- 
nating among  nine  millions  of  the  most  com- 
meroial  people  in  the  world.  They  moreover 
reviae  the  prooeedings  of  not  only  all  the  petty 
conrts  of  record  in  tiie  kingdom,  even  down  to 
Ae  conrts  of  piepondre,  bat  aleo  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  m  Ireland ;  and  thes6  supreme 
oonrta,  after  centuries  of  enwriment,  are  found 
to  b«  ntUy  competent  to  oU  the  l>u«nees  of  the 
kingdom* 

I  will  DOW  Inqnire  into  the  power  of  Oon- 
s  to  pnt  down  these  additional  courts  and 


gresstoi 
judges. 


Pirat,  as  ~to  the  cotirts,  Confess  are  em- 
power^ by  the  constitution  ''from  time  to 
time,  to  ordain  and  estabUah  inferior  courts." 
^iQ  aot  DOW  nnder  consideration,  is  a  l^psladve 


construction  of  this  clause  in  the  constitntion, 
tliat  Congress  may  abolish  as  well  as  create 
these  Judicial  officers;  because  it  does  express- 
ly, in  the  twenty-seventh  section  of  the  act, 
abolish  the  then  exiatiog  inferior  courts,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  way  for  the  present  This 
construction,  I  contend,  is  correct;  hot  it  is 
equally  pertinent  to  my  object,  whether  it  be 
or  be  not  K  it  be  correct,  then  the  present 
inferior  courts  may  be  abolished  as  constitu- 
tionally as  the  last ;  if  it  be  not,  then  the  law 
for  abolishing  the  former  oonrta,  and  establish- 
ing the  present,  was  i.nconstitational,  and  oon- 
seqnently  repeuable. 

Bnt  independent  of  this  Iwislative  conatmo- 
tion,  on  which  I  do  not  found  my  opinion,  nor 
mean  to  rely  my  argument,  there  is  little  donbt 
indeed,  in  my  mind,  as  to  the  power  <^  Oon- 
grees  on  this  law.  The  first  section  of  the 
third  ij-ticle  vests  the  Jndicial  power  of  the 
United  States  in  one  Supreme  Oonrt  and  snoh 
inferior  courts  as  Oongrees  may,  from  time  to 
tune,  ordain  and  establish.  By  thts-clsuM 
Oougreea  may,  from  time  to  time,  establish  In- 
ferior conrts;  hot  It  ia  clearly  a  discretionary 
power,  and  they  may  not  establlah  them.  The 
langnsge  of  the  constitntion  is  very  difTerent 
when  regulations  are  not  left  discretional.  For 
example,  "The  trial,"  says  the  constitution, 
"  of  all  crimes  '  (except  in  cas«s  of  impeach- 
ment) shall  be  by  jury;  representatives  and  di- 
rect taxee  shall  be  apportioned  aooording  to 
numbers.  All  revenne  foilla  shall  oru^iuate  is 
the  House  of  Representatives,' "  &o.  It  would, 
therefore,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  perversion,  not 
only  of  language,  but  of  intellect,  to  say,  that 
although  Congreaa  may,  from  time  to  time,  «h 
tabliah  inferira'  courts,  yet,  when  established, 
that  they  shall  not  be  abolished  by  a  subse- 
quent Congress  posseenng  equal  powers.  It 
would  be  a  paradox  in  legikation. 

Sd.  As  to  the  jndgee.  The  Jndidary  De- 
partment is  so  constructed  as  to  be  sufficiently 
secured  against  the  Improper  inSnence  of  either 
the  Executive  or  Le^slative  I>epartment&  The 
courts  were  organized  and  established  by  the 
Legislature,  and  the  Exeontive  creat«s  the 
Juagee.  Being  thna  organized,  the  constitntion 
affords  the  proper  checks  to  secure  their  honesty 
and  ind^randence  in  office.  It  dedarea  they 
shall  not  be  removed  from  office  during  good 
behavior;  nor  their  aalartes  diminished  during 
their  continuance  in  office.  From  this  it  re- 
sults, that  a  Judge,  after  his  appointment,  ii 
'  itally  out  of  the  power  of  the  President,  and 


during  hia  continuance  in  office.  Tb4  first  of 
these  checks,  which  protects  a  Judge'  in  hia 
office  during  good  beliavlor,  applies  to  the 
President  only,  who  would  oUierwise  have 
possened  the  power  of  removing  him,  like  all 
other  officers,  at  pleasure;  and  the  other  check, 
forbidding  a  diminution  of  their  salaries,  ^>pliea 
to  the  L^ialature  only.  They  are  two  separate 
and  distinct  checks,  fomished  by  the  constitn- 


tion ogunat  two  distinct  departments  of  the 
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GovwnmeQt ;  and  thej  are  the  onlj  ones  which 
are  or  ought  to  have  been  fbmiahed  on  the 
■oti|ect. 

Bat  because  tlie  conitttntioii  declares  that  & 

iadge  shall  hold  his  office  daring  good  be- 
■Tior,  can  it  be  tortured  to  mean,  that  he 
shall  hold  hia  office  after  it  u  Bboliahedt  Cms 
it  mean,  that  hla  tenure  Bhonld  be  limited  by 
beharing  well  in  an  offioe  whioh  did  not  eziatf 
0»B  it  mean  that  an  office  may  exist,  altliongh 
its  duties  are  extinct  ?  Can  It  mean,  in  abort, 
tiiat  the  shadow,  to  wit,  the  Judge,  can  remain, 
when  the  anbetanoe,  to  wit,  the  offioe,  ia  re- 
moved 1  It  must  have  intended  all  these  ab- 
■nrditiee,  or  it  most  admit  a  constmotion  which 
will  avoid  them. 

The  oonstmotioa  obviously  ia,  that  a  Judge 
■honld  hold  an  existing  office,  so  long  as  he  did 
Ua  dotf  in  that  office ;  and  not  that  he  should 
hold  aa  offioe  that  did  not  exist,  and  peribrm 
datiea  not  provided  by  law.  Had  the  oonstrno- 
tion  whioh  I  contend  against  been  contemplated 
by  those  who  framed  the  oonatltntlon,  it  would 
hvve  been  neoeaaary  to  have  declared,  explicitly, 
that  the  judges  shonld  hold  their  offloea  ana 
their  salaries  dnring  good  behavior. 

Let  me  not  be  ^d,  sir,  that  the  salaries 
tbe  preoent  case  are  inoonslderable,  and  oug 
not  to  be  withheld ;  and  that  the  doctrine  is 
not  a  dangerous  one.  I  answer,  it  Is  the  prin- 
ciple I  contend  against;  and  if  it  b  heterodox 
&r  one  dollar,  it  is  eqoally  bo  for  a  million. 
Bat  I  contend  the  principle,  if  once  admitted, 
may  be  extended  tit  deetmctive  lengths.  Bnp- 
poae  it  ehoold  hereafter  happen,  that  those  in 
power  flbofldd  combine  to  provide  handsomely 
Ibr  thdr  friends,  ooold  any  way  so  plain,  eaay, 
•ad  flSbotnoL  present  itself,  as  by  creatins 
oonrta,  and  fiDhig  them  with  those  friends) 
ICght  not  sixty  aa  wdl  aa  sixteen,  with  salaries 
of  twenty  tlionsand,  instead  of  two  thonsand 
dolliiTs,  be  provided  for  in  this  way! 

There  ia  another  difficulty  under  thb  otm- 
Btnictdon  still  to  enoonnter,  and  which  also 
grows  out  of  the  constitution:  By  the  consti- 
tution, a  new  State  may  be  formed  by  the  Jimo- 
tlon  of  two  or  more  States,  with  tnefr  assent 
and  that  of  Oongress.  If  this  doctrine,  once  a 
judge  and  always  a  Jndge,  be  correct,  what 
would  yon  do  in  such  an  event,  with  the  dia- 
trict  Judges  of  the  Btataa  who  formed!'  '  ' 
tion?  Both  wonid  be  onneoaaaary,  _  ,  . 
woold  have,  in  a  dngle  State,  two  judges  of 
equal  and  oononrrent  jurisdiotion ;  or  one  a  real 
Judge,  with  an  office,  and  another  a  qnasi  Jndge, 
wilfioot  an  (^ce.  The  States  also  fbrming  snch 
Jmiction,  would  be  equally  embarraflsed  with 
their  State  JndgM;  fin- the  same  oonstmotion 
would  be  equally  appdlcable  to  them. 

Upon  this  omstmotion,  also,  an  infallibility 
Is  ^«dicated,  which  it  would  be  arrogance  in 
any  human  institntion  to  assnme,  and  which 
gOM  to  out  up  legislation  by  the  roots.  We 
would  be  flebwred  from  that  whioh  la  indulged 
to  ns  from  a  hi^er  souroe,  and  on  subjeota  of 
hif^er  eonoem  than  legialation ;  I  mem 


traction  from  and  o 
all  other  saljecta  of  l^talation  we  are  sDowcd, 
it  aeems,  to  change  our  inind&  except  on  Jndl- 
dary  subject^  which,  of  all  others,  are  the  tniM 
complex  and  difficult.  I  appeal  to  our  own 
statute  hook  to  prove  thii  Realty:  for  in  ten 
years  Congress  have  paseed  noloHtbaotvcDty- 
six  laws  on  this  anl^ect. 

Hr.  J.  Maboit,  of  Haa»chosett^  said,  it 
wonId  be  agreed  on  all  hands  that  this  vh  ods 
of  the  most  important  qneetions  that  ever  came 
befbre  a  L^iskture.  were  be  not  of  tbii  opa- 
ion  he  wonM  not  have  rieen  to  offer  bia  senti- 
ments Bnt  he  felt  so  deep  an  interest  in  the 
question,  and  ttom  the  re^-wst  whioh  he  enter- 
tained fbi  tbe  district  of  ooudU  y  be  reprteenled, 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  meet  the  subject,  and 
not  be  satiiSfied  wiUi  giving  to  it  hisaikntnega- 

The  constitution,  In  the  oonstmotiou  of  the 
Executive,  Legialative,  and  Jadidaiy  D(pat^ 
ments,  had  an^ned  to  each  a  'Iflbrent  tennte. 
The  Prerident  was  ohoaen  for  (oor  yesrs;  lb* 
Senate  for  Ax  years,  antiject  to  a  prascribed  re- 
lation biennially ;  the  House  of  BepresentttivH 
for  two  years;  and  the  Jndioiaiy  dnring  fooJ 
behavior.  It  says  to  the  Preudent,  at  the  ei- 
piration  of  every  four  years,  you  shall  revert  to 
the  oharocter  of  a  private  dtiun,  hewerer 
splendid  your  talents  or  oonmicuoua  your  fir- 
tne.  Why?  Beosnse  yon  Dave  SflsigMd  to 
you  powers  whioh  it  la  dangerous  to  eiettiiK 
Yon  have  the  power  of  creating  offloea  and  nll- 
Ton  have  prerogatlvea.  The  templatiaa 
1  abuse  of  your  power  is  great.  8<Kb  hM 
been  the  uniform  experience  of  ages.  The  con- 
stitution holda  the  game  language  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives :  It  saji,  it  ia  !>•■ 
oeesary  fbr  the  good  of  aoeie^  that  ym  *)<> 
should  revert  at  short  p^ioda  to  tbe  maw  of 
the  people,  because  to  you  are  eonngned  tbe 
meet  important  datiea  of  Gkivwnment,  and  be- 
cause you  hold  the  pnrse-strings  rf  the  utko. 

To  the  Judiciary:  What  Is  tbe  language  ^>- 
plied  to  them  t  The  judges  are  not  ^pointed 
tor  two,  four,  or  any  given  number  of  y«»i 
but  they  hold  their  spp<dntinents  for  life,  nniM* 
they  misbehave  themselves.  Whyl  For  tto 
reason:  They  are  not  tbe  dapodtariw  of  <« 
high  prerogatlvea  of  Government.  Theynwtbir 
K^olnt  to  office,  nor  hold  ifae  pmaertilugi  cc 
the  oountr7,Dorl^islateforiL    Tbeydmnd 


entirety  upon  thor  talentLwldah  b  iH  tb«y 
have  to  recommend  them.    Tber  ea 
th^P 


fbre,  be  disposed  toperrert  tl ^ 

proper  pnrpoees.  What  are  their  dotital  w 
expound  and  wply  the  laws.  To  do  this  with 
fidelity  and  s&Ol,  requlree  a  length  ''^J 
The  requisite  knowledge  b  not  to  be  icemreo 
in  a  day.  These  are  the  plate  and  strong  TMr 
sons  which  mnit  strike  every  mind,  hr  t)>*^ 
ferent  tenure  by  which  the  judge*  boW  tbeir 
offices,  and  they  are  snob  aa  will  eteraiUy  w 
dnre  whetever  liberW  exists.  , 

On  examination,  it  will  be  found  that  tb* 
peoples  io  forming  thor  oonatitntfoa,  meant  to 
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which  thej  have  to  perform,  call  npon  them  to 
eipoand  not  only  the  laws,  but  the  coiiBtitiition 
also ;  in  which  U  involved  the  power  of  check- 
ing the  Legislatnre  in  case  it  ahonld  paai  an^ 
laws  in  violation  of  the  oongtitDtion.  For  this 
reason  it  was  more  Important  that  the  Jndges 
In  this  country  sbonld  be  placed  beyond  the 
GcmtTol  of  the  Legislature,  than  in  other  coon- 
triee  where  no  such  power  attacbea  to  tbem. 

The  oonBtttntloti says :  "The  Judicia.  power 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one 
Bnprema  Court,  and  in  snch  inferior  coorts 
as  the  Congress  may,  flnm  time  to  time,  ordain 
and  eatabliah.  The  Judges,  both  of  the  Sn- 
preme  and  inferior  coort^  shall  hold  their 
offices  daring  good  behavior,  and  shall,  at 
stated  times,  receive  for  their  seiricee  a  com- 
pecsation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  iar- 
UK  their  continuance  in  office." 

Tbne  it  says,  "the  Jadges  *AaU  hold  their 
offices  during  good  beaavior."  How  can  this 
direclJon  of  Uie  constitution  be  complied  with, 
if  the  Legislature  shall,  from  session  to  session, 
repeal  the  law  under  which  the  office  is  held, 
and  remote  th«  offia  7  He  did  not  conceive 
that  any  words,  which  hnman  ingenuity  could 
devise,  could  more  complet«ly  get  over  the  re- 
marks that  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  Bpt  that  gentleman  says,  that 
this  provision  of  the  constitution  applies  eidu- 
Bvely  to  the  Preddent,  He  considers  it  as 
made  to  supersede  the  powers  of  the  President 
to  remove  the  Judges,  But  could  this  have 
been  the  contemplation  of  the  framers  of  the 
oonstitutioD,  when  even  the  right  of  the  Pre- 
tddent  to  remove  offioert  at  pleasure,  was  a 
matter  of  great  doubt,  and    nad  divided  in 

Sinion  our  most  enlightened  citizens.  Not 
it  he  stated  this  circumstance  because  he  had 
doabts.  He  thought  the  President  ought  to 
have  the  right;  but  it  did  not  emanate  fh)m 
the  constitution ;  was  not  expressly  found  in 
tlie  constitution,  but  sprang  from  Legislative 


Besides,  if  Oongrees  have  the  right  to  repeal 
the  whole  of  the  law,  they  must  posseee  the 
right  to  repeal  a  secdon  of  it.  If  so,  they 
may  repeal  the  law-  so  far  as  it  applies  to  a 
particular  district,  and  thus  get  rid  of  an  ob' 
Doiions  /ndge.  They  may  remove  his  office 
from  him.  Would  it  not  be  absurd  still  to  say, 
that  the  removed  Judge  held  bis  office  during 
good  behavior  t 

The  cbusdtntion  sa^:  "The  jnd^  ahall,  at 
stated  timeo,  receive  for  their  services  a  oom- 
pensatioD,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  dur- 
ing tlieir  continuance  in  office."  Why  this 
provision  1  Why  guard  against  the  power  to 
derive  the  jaigea  of  their  pay  in  a  diminution 
of  it,  and  not  provide  agunst  what  was  more 
important,  their  existence) 

Still,  if  the  gentlemen  would  not  agree  with 
him  as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure 
prc^Kised,  be  would  oak,  was  it  expedient  1 


Were  there  not  great  doubts  existing  through- 
out the  United  States!  Ought  not  each  gatf- 
tleman  to  say,  though  I  may  have  no  doubts  or 
hesitancy,  are  not  a  large  portion  of  our  oiti- 
iens  of  opinion  that  it  would  violate  the  consti- 
tution t  If  this  diversity  of  sentimeDt  exists, 
ought  not  the  evils  under  the  judiciary  law  to 
be  very  great  before  we  touch  icf  Ought  we 
not  to  aim  at  harmoniang,  instead  of  dividing 
our  citizens  t  Was  not  the  ooustitntion  a  sacred 
instmment ;  an  Instrument  ever  to  be  approach- 
ed with  reverence ;  an  instrument  which  ought 
not  lightly  to  bedrawn  from  its  hallowed  retreat 
and  suttjected  to  die  flax  and  reflux  of  passion? 
But  where  is  the  evil  complained  oft  This 
system  was  established  only  last  session; 
scarcely  had  it  *>een  yet  originated ;  scarce- 
ly had  we  tried  it  tn  its  very  threshold ;  where 
tben  tbe  necessity  of  being  so  pointed,  as  to 
destroy  a  system  scarcely  formed  three  days 
agot  Does  not  this  maoifest  precipitatlou  I 
will  it  not  manifest  more  magnaoimity,  more 
rationality,  to  abide  by  it  until  we  try  it ;  in- 
stead of  taking  up  a  pen  and  dashing  it  out  of 
existence  f 

Ur.  MoRBia,  of  New  Tort. — ^Mr.  President,  I 
am  so  verv  nnfortunate,  that  the  arguments  in 
&vor  of  tne  motjon  have  confirmed  my  opinion 
that  the  law  to  which  it  refers  ought  not  to  lie 
repealed.  The  honorable  mover  has  rested  his 
proportion  on  two  gronnds: 

1st.  That  the  Judiciary  law  passed  last  session 
is  nnueceasary ;  and, 

Sdly.  That  we  have  a  right  to  repeal  it,  and 
ought  to  exercise  that  right. 

Oentlemea  say,  recnr  to  the  ancient  system. 
What  is  tbe  andent  system  ?  Bix  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  ride  the  circuit  of  America 
twice  a  year,  and  nt  twice  a  vear  at  the  seat  of 
Govemmeat,  Without  inquiring  into  the  ac- 
curacy of  a  statement  made  by  tbe  gentleman 
respecting  the  courts  of  En^ud,  in  which,  I 
apprehend,  he  will  find  himself  deceived,  let 
me  ask  what  would  be  the  efibcts  of  the  old 
system  here  t  Oast  an  eye  over  the  extent  of 
□ur  country,  and  a  moment's  consideration  will 
show  that  the  First  ]lagiatrat«,  in  selecting  a 
charaoter  for  tbe  bench,  must  seelc  less  the  learn- 
ing of  a  Judge  than  the  agility  of  a  post-boy. 
Owl  it  be  poenble  that  men  advanced  in  years, 
(for  such  alone  can  have  the  maturity  of  jud^ 
meat  fitting  for  the  office ;)  that  men  educated 
in  the  doset — men  who,  from  their  habits  of 
lif^  must  have  more  strength  of  mind  than 
of  body  -,  ia  it,  I  say,  possible  that  such  men  can 
be  running  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other  I  Or,  if  they  could,  can  they  find  time  to 
hear  and  dedde  causes!  I  have  been  told'by 
men  of  eminence  on  the  bench,  that  they  could 
not  hold  their  offices  tinderthe  old  arrangementL 

What  is  the  preeent  system!  Tou  have 
added  to  the  old  Judges  seven  district  and  six- 
teen circuit  jndges.  What  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  desired  repeal!  Will  it  not  be  a  declara- 
tion to  the  remuning  Judges  that  they  hold 
their  offioea  sntiject  to  your  will  and  pleasure! 
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Andwhat  willbetlierasiilt  of  thist  It  will  be, 
that  the  check  eetahlblied  b;  tJie  oonstitution, 
wi^ed  for  bj  the  people,  and  necessary  in 
every  ooiiteropiation  of  oommon  sease,  is  de- 
Btrojed.  It  h&d  b^n  said,  and  truly,  too,  that 
Governments  are  made  to  provide  against  the 
follies  and  vices  of  men.  For  to  sappose  that 
Oovemments  rest  upon  reason  is  a  pitifnl  sole- 
(usm.  If  mankind  were  reasonable,  they  voold 
want  no  Government.    Hence,  checks  are  re- 

J aired  in  the  distribution  of  the  power  among 
lose  who  are  to  eiercise  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.  Did  the  people  of  America  vest 
all  power  in  the  Legialatnre)  No;  they  hod 
Tasted  in  the  Jndgea  a  check  intended  to  be 
efficient — a  check  of  the  first  necessity,  to  pre- 
vent an  invasion  of  the  constitation  by  nncon- 


any  faction  from  intimidating  or-  annihilating 
the  tribnsals  tliemselves. 

On  this  grunnd,  said  Ur.  UOKBia,  I  stand  t« 
arrest  the  victory  meditated  over  the  constitn- 
tton  of  my  country ;  a  victory  meditated  by  those 
who  wish  to  prostrate  that  constitution  for  the 
fbrtherance  of  their  own  ambitions  viewB,  Not 
of  him  who  had  recommended  tMs  measure, 
nor  of  those  who  now  urge  it ;  for,  on  his  np- 
ri^tneas  and  their  nprightness,  I  have  the 
fdlest  reliance;  batof  those  in  the  background 
who  have  fiirther  and  higher  ot^jects.  These 
troops  that  protect  the  ontworks  are  to  be 
first  dismissea.  Those  posts  which  present  the 
Btrongest  barriera  are  first  to  be  token,  and  then 
the  oonstitntion  becomes  an  easy  prey. 

Let  na  then,  secondly,  consider  whether  we 
have  oonstitntionally  a  power  to  repeal  this 
law.  [Here  Ur.  Mobbis  quoted  the  third  arti- 
ole  and  first  section  of  the  constitution.]  I  have 
heard  a  verbal  criticism  about  the  words  ihall 
and  may,  which  appeared  the  more  unnecessary 
to  me,  as  the  same  word,  ihall,  is  applied  to 
both  members  of  the  section.  For  it  says: 
"the  judicial  power,  Ac  ihall  be  verted  in  one 
°""-""'"   Conrt  and    such  inferior  courts   as 


and  establish."  The  L^islature,  therefore,  had, 
wiUiOUt  doubt,  the  right  of  determining,  in  the 
first  instance,  what  inferior  conria  should  be 
established;  but  when  established,  the  words 
are  imperative,  a  part  of  the  judicial  power 
shall  vest  in  them.  And  "  the  judges  shall  hold 
their  ofBoee  during  good  behavior,"  They 
ahall  receive  a  compensation  which  shall  not 
be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 
Therefore,  whether  the  remarks  be  applied  to 
the  tenure  of  office,  or  the  quantum  of  compen- 
sation, the  oonstitution  is  equally  imperative.' 
After  this  exposition,  gentlemen  are  welcome 
to  any  advantage  to  l>e  derived  from  the  criti- 
msm  on  ihaU  and  may. 

VoHn^T,  Januaiy  11. 

Apportionment  BUL 

The  Apportionment  bill,  as  received  ftom  the 

Qouse  of  KepresentetJvea,  was  taken  np.    This 


bill  fixes  the  ratio  of  repr««eDtstion  at  od« 
member  for  every  88,000  persons  in  each  Slate. 

Ur.  Wblls  moved  to  strike  out  38,000,  hia 
object  being  to  introduce  80,000,  for  whidi  b4 
assigned  his  reasons  at  some  leogtii. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  some  lengtii  en- 
Bued,  in  which  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  they 
stood  were  supported  by  Messrs.  Jiotsos, 
M&Bov,  Wsionr,  and  Ooc^ ;  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Wells  and  Hilijiovse. 

Mr.  WniTB,  of  Delaware. — BeUeving  as  I  do, 
sir,  that  the  minds  of  genUemen  on  this  floor  sre 
thoronghly  made  up  as  to  the  present  subset, 
and  that  any  observations  now  to  be  offered 
will  not  influenoe  a  uugle  vote,  but  merely 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  no  usefol 
purpose,  I  shall  ask  yonr  indalgence  but  a  fev 
momenta.  I  cannot,  nr,  sit  quietly  and  see  thia 
bill  reported  by  your  committee,  meditating  as 
it  certainly  does  a  manifest  injDi7  to  the  State 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  pan  into 
a  law,  without  doing  more  than  oppose  to  it  i 
silent  negative;  without  holtog  upmyvoirt 
and  protesting  most  solemnly  sgainst  the  ex- 
treme injustice  of  the  measure.  If,  Mr,  thii 
bill  passes  in  it9  present  shape,  there  rill  be 
lettin  the  State  of  Delaware  tweuty^iight  thou- 
sand eight  hnndred  and  eleven  people  usiepre- 
sented  in  the  popular  branch  of  their  Legisla- 
ture. Gentlemen  may  say,  that  this  is  tmly  ft 
fraction,  and  that  in  a  general  apportionment 
of  representation,  fractional  numbers  are  au- 
avoidable.  Sir,  I  acknowledge  it  is  only  a  frie- 
tion,  but  it  is  a  fraction  that  includes  cne-half 
the  population  of  that  State,  and  amounts,  «v«i 
upon  the  present  contemplated  plan,  to  witbin 
four  thousand  of  the  nnmber  suiScieDt  to  giio 
another  Representative,  Sir,  twenty-eigbt  M 
thirty  thonsand  would,  to  one  of  the  targe 
States,  be  an  inconsiderftble  fraction,  Ap^N^ 
tion  that  number,  for  instance,  among  the  t<<rai> 
ty-one  Eepresentativea  from  Virginia,  and  yon 
give  to  each  member  but  a  fraction  of  abont 
thirteen  hnndred;  whereas  from  Delaware, 
there  will  be  but  one  repreaentative,  and  orer 
and  above  his  legal  number  a  (taction  of  near 
twenty-nine  thonsand  people  anrepresented. 
Is  this  fur,  sir)  Is  this  eqnitablel  1  ask,  gen- 
tlemen, is  it  not  nnfriendly  and  wrtHigfnl) 
And  oan  it  be  possible,  sir.  that  the  tianscm* 
dent  omnipoteiMe  of  a  majority  have  ftted,  if 
I  may  use  the  expression,  this  ii^ostiM  npen  a 
^ter  State  ?  Suppose,  air,  Delaware  to  have 
bnt  one  Representative  and  Yii^nia  twenty,  a 
fraotioDof  Dve  thousand  to  the  former  is  equal 
to  a  redundant  nimiber  of  one  hundred  tlK>o> 
sand  to  the  Iatt«r ;  or  take,  ^,  the  present  ciM, 
and  yon  will  find  that  the  fraction  of  tw«ntj- 
nine  thousand  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  appor- 
tioned upon  the  representMtioD,  is  at  least  e^nal 
to  a  redundant  number  in  Ihe  Stale  of  Tirgiiiia 
of  three  hundred  thonsand.  I^  sir,  the  diTi«>r 
is  fixed  at  thirty  thonsand,  Delaware  will  hare 
two  Representatives;  her  weight  then,  in  the 
other  House,  will,  in  relntimi  to  Virginia,  be  is 
one  to  twdve,  bat  if  abe  ia  compelled  to  *nb- 
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mit  to  th«  dlviBor  of  tbirtj-tliree  thoosand,  jod 
■Uotr  her  bat  one  Repregentative ;  jon  deny 
her  nearlf  one-holf  h«r  rightful  ioflaence,  and 
pUce  her  on  the  floor  of  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
HDtadrea  in  a  relative  sitnattoQ  toward  Vir- 
Einia,  as  one  to  twenty-one,  Sir,  an  additional 
£q)KHntative  to  any  of  tbelu^erStatos  is  not 
of  the  tame  oonseqaence  as  another  would  be 
to  Delaware.  To  Virg^a.  fbr  ioBtance,  one  is 
but  the  tweoUeth  part  of  her  force,  to  Dela- 
ware it  would  he  oae-balf  ber  force.  Gentle- 
men  toaj  say  that  Delaware  is  the  amallest  State ; 
hot  let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  that  her  rights  are 
eqoallr  aacred  with  tboee  of  the  largest  States; 
ind  altbongh  ber  citizens  are  not  so  nnmerons, 
je^ar,  their  State  soverrignty  and  other  consti- 
tu^oal  rights  are  quite  as  dear  and  valaable  to 
them,  as  the  blessing  can  be  to  any  other  peopie ; 
and,  let  me  add,  nr,  she  is  among  the  oldest 
States;  ber  history  travels  back  throogh  the 
bloody  scenes  of  your  Bevolntion :  she  dates 
her  era  at  your  Deolaration  of  Independeace, 
and  I  am  prond  to  say,  and  can  do  so  without 
detracting  from  her  neighbors,  in  proportion 
to  her  popnlation,  ber  resonroes,  and  eltent, 
during  uie  severe  contest  for  American  liberty, 
she  oontribut«d,  in  bJood  and  treasure,  as  freely 
to  its  snpport  and  permanent  establishment, 
ta  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Sir,  the  doctrine  urged  by  some  gentlemen 
that  the  divisor  of  thirty  thousand  wm  increase 
the  House  of  Bepresentativea  to  a  body  too 
Ib^  and  unwieldy  for  the  convenient'  and 
orainBTy  purpoeea  of  business,  seems  to  me 
totally  without  foundation.  The  observation 
lod  experience  of  every  man  must  be  bii£Q- 
cient  at  once  to  satisfy  him  that  this  oannot  be 
the  consequence;  we  nave  before  our  eyes^ir, 
eumples  that  prove  dlrec^  the  reverse.  This 
dinsor  will  ^ve  to  yonr  House  of  Representa- 
tives but  one  hundredand  fiAy-seven  members; 
the  State  of  Virginia  has  in  the  popular  branch 
of  her  Legislature  one  hnndred  and  eighty 
membeTS,  and  we  have  not  been  told  that  it  is 
too  namerons.  The  British  Honse  of  Com- 
miHis,  before  the  onion  with  Ireland,  consisted 
of  about  five  bnndred  and  fifty  members,  and 
we  heard  no  complaint  of  the  numtjers ;  on 
the  contrwy,  sir,  the  nation  wished  a  foller 
representation  ;  and  it  is  from  that  House,  too, 
ar,  that,  according  to  this  logic,  must  be  so  ex- 
tremely itotous  and  disorderly,  we  have  drawn 
most  of  the  rales  that  govern  the  proceedings 
cf  this  honorable  body. 

Again,  sir,  the  natore  and  spirit  of  your  Gov- 
ernment requires  a  full  representation  in  the 
Lt^islature.    It  is  a  Government  that  must  de- 


aSections  is  to  extend  to  them,  upon  as  large  a 
scale  as  comports  with  the  pablio  safety,  the 
freedom  of  choice,  and  right  of  representation. 
In  BO  extensive  a  oonntry  as  this,  many  parts  of 
which  are  thinly  inhabited,  and  the  election 
districts  Gonseqaently  including  vast  tracts  of 
tfliritory,  it  must  often  happen  that  the  electors 


are  entirely  nnacqusinted  with  the  person  for 
whom  they  vote ;  bnt  if  you  increase  the  rep- 
resentation, yon  reduce  the  size  of  the  cleotloo 
districts;  you  bring  the  candidate  within  the 
very  neighborhood  of  the  electors ;  they  see 
him,  they  know  bim;  they  are  l>ett«r  enabled 
to  estimate  traly  his  character,  and  Judge  of 
his  capacity  and  disfiosition  to  serve  uiem. 
lliis,  sir,  will  secure  in  a  great.degree,  the  con- 
stitoent  from  imposition,  and  attach  to  the 
Representative  a  nisber  and  more  immediate 
responsibility;  it  will  inspire  the  people  with  / 
confidence  in  your  Oovenmient,  and  indnce 
them  more  cheerfully  to  acquiesce  in  your  lawa. 
But,  above  all,  sir,  the  divisor  of  thirty  thou- 
saud  leaves  throngboot  the  United  States  a  leas 
af^regate  of  unrepresented  fractions  than  any 
divisor  yoa  can  take ;  less,  permit  me  to  say, 
sir,  by  one  hundred  and  sixteen  tboosand,  thui 
the  one  contemplated  in  the  bill :  and  I  am 
sure  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House  wish 
the  country  as  fairly  represented  as  possible. 
To  my  mind  this  is  a  most  oonolnsive  argu- 
ment in  &vor  of  the  divisor  of  thirty  thou- 

The  qnestion  was  now  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  B8,D00,  and  lost— ayes  11  noM 
16. 

Mr.  UoRSiB  then  moved,  and  Kr,  Tkaoy 
seconded  the  motion  to  add,  after  "  one 
representative  for  every  86,000,"  the  words 
"and  one  representative  for  every  fractional 
number  of  27,000  persons."  The  number  27,000 
was  used  to  avoid  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  prohibits  the  allotting  to  each  State 
more  represontativee  than  one  for  every  S0,000. 
Thns,  in  the  case  of  Delaware,  the  ratio  being 
8S,000,  Delaware  would  be  entitled  to  one 
member  for  88,000,  and  one  for  the  fraction  of 
27,000 :  both  which  nnmbers  would  amount  to 
S0,000;  which  last  number  entitled  a  State  to 
two  members  without  violating  the  constitu- 
tion. This  motion  was  opp<»ed  by  Ueesrs. 
WmoHT  and  Axoebbos,  and  was  lost— -^'es  10, 
noes  15. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  final  passage 
of  this  bill,  it  was  det«rmined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  28,  naysfi,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Hwn*.  Andsraon,  Baldwin,  Kiokenridgs, 
Brown,  Chipman,  Cocka,  Colhoua,  Dayton,  Elle!^, 
T,  FoitBr,  Dwi^t  Fortor,  Frmklin,  Howard,  Jui- 
■on,  Lt^an,  S.  T.  Mason,  J.  Mason,  Moiris,  mcho-. 
lai,  Sheafe,  Stona,  Smater,  and  Wright. 

IfATB.— Mean.  HilDiouM,  Oloott,  Traey,  Wells, 
and  White. 

The  bill  was  than  read  a  third  time,  uid 


TuBSD^LY,  January  19 

Judiciary  SyiUm. 

The  Benat«  resumed  the  conuderation  of  tho 

motion  made  on  the  Otb  instant,  "  That  the  aot 

of  Congress  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  February, 

1601,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  more 
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ei>iiTeai«at  orvaniEatioQ  of  the  Conrts  of  the 
Uiuted  Btatea,' oaght  to  be  repealed." 

Mr.  jAOFBoa',  of  Oeoi^U. — I  rise  with  an  im- 
pnadon  of  awe  oa  the  preaent  qaeetion ;  for 
we  mnst  tread  on  coostitntioDal  groand,  which 
■hould  not  be  lightlj  touched  on,  nor  too  hastily 
deeded.  Ever;  step  we  take  onght  to  be  weU 
Axamined,  and  onr  niinds  oonTinoed  before  we 
give  that  vote  which  oannot  be  recalled,  and 
whloh  will  fix  a  prindple  on  Le^slative  oon- 
BtTDCtion,  which,  perhapa,  will  prevail  aa  long 
u  we  remain  a  nation. 

In  the  early  atage  of  thia  Aiam  saion,  I  had 
Blmost  determined  to  saj  nothing,  and  am  at 

Jiresent  determined  not  to  aay  maoh;  bnta 
□Etttfication  of  the  vote  I  ahall  ^ve,  has  im- 
pelled me  to  offer  my  reasons  for  it  to  the  State 
I  represent ;  and  I  have  made  op  m;  mind,  de- 
cidedly, to  vote  for  tbe  reeolation  before  yon, 
if  I  cannot  be  otherwise  convinced. 

We  have  been  asked,  if  we  are  afrtud'  of 
having  an  army  of  Judges?  For  myself,  I  am 
more  afrud  of  an  army  of  Jndges,  nnder  the 
patronage  of  the  President  than  of  sn  army  of 
soldiers.  The  former  can  do  na  more  harm. 
They  may  deprive  ds  of  onr  liberties,  if  attach- 
ed to  the  EieontivcL  ftom  their  decisions;  and 
from  the  tenure  of  olBoe  contended  for,  we  can- 
not remove  them ;  while  the  soldier,  however 
he  may  act,  is  enlisted,  or  if  not  enlisted,  only 
mbsistad  for  two  years ;  whilst  the  Jndge  is  en- 
listed for  life,  for  his  salary  cannot  be  taken 
from  him.  [SeelSth  division,  8th  Section,  Ist 
Art.  Constitution.]  Sir,  it  is  Koid  these  evils 
will  not  tiappen.  But  what  secnrity  have  we 
for  the  troth  of  the  declaratiDn )  Have  we  not 
Mttn  sedition  laws)  Have  we  not  heard  judges 
crying  out  throngh  the  land  sedition  I  and  ask- 
ing Uiose  wfaoee  dnty  it  waa  to  inqnire,  is 
there  no  sedition  here  t  It  is  tnie,  the  sedition 
law  had  expired  with  the  last  Administration, 
■Dd  he  trusted  it  wonld  not  exist,  or  at  least  be 
acted  on,  onder  the  virtuona  Jefferson.  Bnt 
hereafter,  if  it  shonld  exist,  yoor  Judges,  nnder 
the  cry  of  sedition  and  poUtioal  hereey,  may 
-  ^aoe  half  yonr  dtiiena  in  irons.  I  thank  God, 
dat  no  snch  law  now  exisla,  or  is  lifcely  to  ex- 
isL  I  thank  God,  that  we  are  not  now  nnder 
the  inflnenoe  of  an  intolerant  clergy,  aa  ia  evi- 
dent from  their  abnae  of  the  Prewdent;  and 
that  we  are  not  under  dread  of  the  patronage 
of  judges,  ia  manifeet,  from  thtir  attack  on  the 
Secretary  of  State,  And  I  tmat,  that  we  shall 
long  ke^  this  patrons^  ofi^  by  not  sanctioning 
the  religions  persecution  of  Uio  olei^  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  tlie  p<ditioa)  violence  of  the 
Jadges  on  the  other, 

mt,niK>ntheprinoipleB<tf  gentlemen,  the  law 
vbioh  creat«a  a  judge  cannot  be  tonched.  The 
moment  it  ia  paraed,  it  eziats  to  the  end  of  time. 
What  is  the  implication  of  this  doctrine  t  To 
alter  or  amend  what  may  greatly  require  altera- 
tion or  amendment,  it  ia  nec«9sary  to  retnm  to  the 
creator,  and  to  inonire  what  this  creator  is.  My 
priaoiple  is,  that  the  creator  is  thepeoplethem- 
•elves;  that  vei;  people  of  the  Umted  Statas 


whom  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  ds- 
dared  onreelves  to  be  the  gnardiansoC  toeave  tJie 
people  themselves  from  ioeir  greatest  enemies', 
and  to  save  whom  from  destroying  tfaenuelva  b« 
had  invoked  this  House.  QoodOodI  is  it  pos- 
sible that  I  have  heard  snch  a  Bentiment  in  this 
body  t  Rather  shonld  I  have  expected  to  bav« 
heard  it  sonnded  from  the  despots  cf  Tarkef, 
or  the  deserts  of  Siberia,  than  to  have  heard  it 
nttered  by  an  enlightened  legisUtor  of  a  free 
country,  and  on  this  floor. 

I  am  clearly,  therefore,  of  ojrinion,  that  if  tf>« 
power  to  alter  the  Jndidary  system  vesta  not 
here,  it  vests  nowhere.  It  foUoirs,  troia  the 
ideas  of  gentlemen,  that  we  must  submit  to 
all  the  evils  of  the  present  system,  tlioogb  it 
should  exhibit  all  the  horrora  of  the  Inqdii- 

But,  said  Mr.  J.,  gentlemen  say  the  Udted 
States  embrace  a  laai  extent  of  ten4tory,  fhm 
fifteen  to  seventeen  thousand  miles  in  length. 
What  is  the  incTitahle  deduction  to  ht  dnwu 
from  this  ftct?  Why,  that  a  system  whidi  it 
to  apply  to  this  extent  of  eonntry,  Mobrariag 
different  laws  and  different  habits,  will  reqnira 
frequent  alterations:  whereas,  if  we, Me  tied 
down  to  a  system  of  inferior  tribnnals  once  form- 
ed, we  oannot  even  touch  the  plan  of  the  Judi- 
cial system  of  the  little  District  of  Colunbia. 
Nor  can  we  touch  the  infMor  Jarisffirtioue  in 
the  North-w»tfim  Territory,  nor  in  the  MIm*- 
gippi  Territory,  in  both  of  which  the  ajstems 
were  acknowledged  to  be  adapted  only  to  pra- 
ent  oircnmstanoes,  and  in  the  Isst  of  whicb  tbe 
rights  of  Geor^a  were  implicated.  It  toUo«i, 
that  whatever  these  rights  may  be,  the  sptem 
is  sacred ;  and,  as  to  l£e  Misdaappi  Tenitorj, 
if  grounded  on  this  doctrine,  notwithstanding 
the  claim  of  Georgia,  her  Jurisdiction  is  totally 
lost  To  revert  to  the  sedition  law.  If  the  doo- 
trine  supported  now  were  true,  then,  had  the 
sedition  law  been  incorporated  as  a  ayitem  bj 
itself,  an  inferior  tribunal,  and  offlcen  been  at- 
tached to  it,  wonld  it  have  been  peq)etaaDy 
tacked  to  the  oonstitntioa  t  That  law  under 
which  so  many  of  our  dticens  have  been  im- 
prisoned for  writing^  and  speakings;  and  ma 
among  others,  fbr  wishing  that  the  wadding  of 
a  gnn  had  been  lodged  in  a  cert^n  Presidentiil 

The  gentleman  had  dwelt  on  the  Inoonvedot- 
cea  and  evils  of  the  old  system^  and  hid  parlie- 
nlarly  condemned  that  part  of  it,  which,  is  b« 
termed  it,  had  converted  the  judges  into  port- 
boya.  Bnt  I  will  appeal  to  the  gentleroao,  if  in 
England,  where  so  mnch  more  bosinees  is  dooe, 
there  are  more  than  twelve  Judges,  and  whether 
those  Judges  do  not  ride  the  circuit  t  And  wbr 
shall  our  Judges  not  ride  the  drcnitat  Shall 
we  have  six  judges  sitting  here  to  dedde  <*"** 
which  require  a  knowledge  of  the  law^  the 
morals,  the  habits,  the  state  of  the  property  of 
the  several  States?  Would  not  this  knowledge 
be  mnoh  better  obtdned  by  their  ridiofi  tba 
cironits,  and  in  the  States  themsdvca,  makSng 
themaelvea  ooquaintod  with  irhatever  relates  to 
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them,  aad  the  cases  of  appeals  to  oome  before 
them?  It  has  been  remsTked  by  a  cdebnited 
writer  on  the  Engluh  Constitation,  tbat  one  of 
the  greateet  political  evils  that  could  befall  a 
people,  wag  the  eziBtence  of  large  jndidarj 
bodies.  To  illustrate  his  ideas,  he  had  {agtanced 
the  Farliameuts  of  Franoe.  If  the  spirit  which 
last  session  gave  existence  to  sixteen  newjadgcs 
eontinned,  who  could  say  by  what  namber  they 
wonld  be  limited  t    Tbeymigbt  Indeed  soonbe- 


I  do  not  wish  to  be  severe  in  my  remarka  on 
the  oondaot  of  the  late  Administration.  I  ad- 
tnire  the  private  obaracter  of  tfr.  Adams.  Bat 
I  do  believe  the  anooeeuon  of  his  politioal  acts 
tended  ultimately  to  accmnolAte  in,  and  attach 
all  powers  to,  a  particular  person  or  &T(nite 
family. 

If  1  wished  to  bestow  on  Ur.  Jefferson  this 
mase  of  patronage,  which  I  contend  this  horde 
of  ofBcera  beatowa,  I  should  be  in  fkvor  of  the 
IhH  that  it  is  now  moved  to  repeal ;  bnt,  as  a 
political  person,  I  am  no  more  for  Thomas  Jaf- 
fereon  than  fbr  John  Adams.  When  he  acta, 
acowdiiig  to  my  opinion,  right,  I  will  support 
him ;  whm  wroiu;,  oppoee  him ;  and  1  tnist  a 
nwority  on  this  floor  will  act  in  the  same  way, 

Mr.  Tbiot,  of  Connecticut — Feeble  as  I  am, 
I  have  thought  it  mj  duty  to  offer  my  senti- 
ments on  this  Emlfject.  Owin^  to  severity  of 
indispodtion,  I  have  not  been  in  my  place,  nor 
have  I  heard  any  of  the  diBCuasion.  This  cir- 
cometance  will  be  mv  apology,  if,  in  the  remarks 
I  shall  ma^e,  repetitions  shall  oocnr  on  the  one 
hand,  and  i^puent  ioattAntitm  to  arguments  on 
tbe  other. 

Having  been  a  member  of  this  Oovemment 
during  several  years,  and  being  imprened  with 
the.difficottiee  attending  the  fonnation  of  aju- 
diciary  ^stem,  I  have  uion^ht  proper  to  give  a 
concise  history  of  Le^slativQ  proceedings  on 
-^s  important  sobjeot  Permit  me  to  say,  sir, 
that  the  first  institntion  of  snch  a  aystem  must 
be  an  experiment.  It  is  impossible  to  asoertain, 
tmtil  tried,  the  effeota  of  a  system  oo-extenrive 
with  the  vast  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
wlii^  oni^t  to  be  adqttedto  the  difib«nt  laws 
Sid  hatnta  of  the  different  Btatea. 

Boon  afler  the  first  law  was  enaot«d,  as  early 
w  tibe  year  1708,  sad  I  believe  sooner,  oom- 
jAaintB  trere  made  of  the  ^stem  of  dronit 
conrta.  The  tinicm  then  bong  divided  into 
three  drouita,  and  two  of  the  dx  Judges  were 
abided  to  attend  tacti  court,  if  one  |ud^  failed, 
■U  ttie  busness  of  oonne  was  oontinned  to  the 
next  term.  Judges  oompldned  of  the  distance 
tMr  bad  to  travel,  and  soitors  and  lawyers 
oomplaioed  of  delays.  In  17B8,  if  my  memory 
is  correct,  the  law  passed  allowing  one  Judge  to 
attend  with  the  distriet  Judge  in  each  district, 
with  some  otbCT  modifications  not  important  in 
the  present  view  of  the  suUeot  I^  by  reason 
of  distano^  badness  of  roa^  sickness,  or  any 
other  acetoant,  this  «» Judge  failed  of  attend 
tMf^  or  If  he  and  the  district  Judge  differed  <n 


any  point,  a  delay  was  occasioned.  If  the  same 
Judge  attended  the  same  circnit  at  the  next 
term,  another  delay,  and  so  on,  till  experience 
tan^t  OB,  that  some  alteration  in  the  system 
was  reqnisiteL  It  will  be  recollected,  tbat  the 
Judges  had  to  travel  over  this  extendve  country 
*— 'i»  in  each  year,'  snd  to  encount«r  the  ex- 
nea  of  both  heat  and  cold.  Of  this  tbey 
iplained ;'  but  this  was  not  all ;  the  budness 
waa  not  done. 
Although  this  snbjecthad  been  recommended 
ifore,  and  committees  had  contemplated  a  le- 
vidon  and  alteration  of  the  system,  I  do  not 
remember  that  a  bill  had  ever  been  presented 
toeitherHonseof  Congress  until  1T9B.  Inthat' 
woo,  a  bill  was  reported  dmilar  in  its  featnrea 
the  act  which  passed  last  session.  It  might 
have  been  acted  upon  in  the  ilouae  of  Kepresen- 
tatives;  of  thia,  however,  I  am  not  confident; 
but  I  recollect  it  was  printed,  and  the  members 
of  both  Houses  bad  it  before  them;  am'  at  the 
last  session,  with  some  alterations  and  amend- 
ments, it  was  enacted  into  a  law.  I  believe  all 
parties  wished  for  a  revidon  and  amendment  of 
the  system,  in  respect  to  circnit  courts;  the 
difference  of  opinion  was  principally  this :  some 
supposed  an  increase  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  such  a  number  as  would  rendra 
the  dntie«  of  the  circuit  practicable  for  them, 
and  provide  for  the  completion  of  business, 
would  bo  the  beet  amendment;  the  others 
thought  the  law,  as  it  passed,  was  preferable. 

I  acknowledge,  that  in  deliberating  upon  this 
subject,  we  always  assumed  the  principle,  that 
the  establishment  of  courts  was  important  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  people ;  we  did  not  fear 
an  army  of  Judges,  as  has  been  hinted  by  the 
gentleman  last  up,  (Mr.  Jaoksos.)  In  this  opin- 
.  we  might  be  mistaken,  bnt  we  were  honest 
our  profesdons.  Although  some  believed, 
that  more  of  the  budness  of  the  United  States 
might  be  confided  to  the  State  courts ;  yet  it  is 
not  within  my  reoolleotion,  that  the  question  was 
conddered,  in  any  meosnre,  a  party  question. 
I  am  confident,  tliat  at  the  sesdon  of  1799,  and 
for  a  long  time  before  that,  the  friends  of  this 
law,  which  eventually  passed  last  winter,  could 
not,  nor  did  not,  contemplate  any  cluuige  of  ad- 
ministration. A  revidon  of  the  system  was  long 
a  sutject  of  deliberation;  we  believed  an  increase 
of  drcnit  judges,  to  the  number  rcqnidte  to 
perform  the  duties,  would  be  an  inconvenient 
mcrease  of  the  Supreme  Oourt;  and  though  it 
was  desirable  for  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Oourt  to  see  the  people  and  be  seen  of  them, 
yet  the  preference  was  given  to  the  system  now 

Kopooed  to  be  repealed.  We  supposed  it  would 
an  evil  to  inoreBse  the  number  of  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  thirteen,  fifteen,  or  seven- 
teen. A  court  which  is  to  act  together,  should 
not  be  numerouB ;  on  this  subject,  all  men  have 
agreed;  here  may  be  danger  of  an  "army  of 
Judges,"  as  the  gentleman  says;  for  although  in 
Great  Britain  the  twelve  Judges  are  somedmee 
e^Oed  to  give  an  opinion,  yet  no  man  will  fed 
eqnal  ocoindenoe  in  a  tribunal  of  judgee  (br  the 
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bosinMS  of  a  aonrt,  connstiiiK  of  many  as  of  fow ; 
from  three  to  Ave,  the  good  sense  and  eiperi- 
enoe  of  all  nations,  has  declared  to  be  about  the 
proper  nomber;  and  we  thouglit  it  coudaoiTe 
to  the  geoeral  gmid,  to  estabUah  tribonals  in  imcb 
manner  as  to  carry  Joatioe  to  the  door  of  every 

la  this  syHtetn  so  Terr  Ticioos,  that  it  deserves 
DOtbiof;  but  abhorrence  and  doatmction?  It 
Costa  us  a  little  more  than  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  by  it  the  nnmber  of  circuit  judges  ia 
iaoreased  to  sixteen;  and  by  it  likewise  is 
contemplated  redocinz  the  nnmber  of  supreme 
Judges  to  five,  when  it  can  constitotionaliy  be 
done.  Is  the  expense  an  object,  \Fhen  by  that 
expense,  we  extend  the  jarisdiction  of  a  court 
orer  this  vastly  extensive,  growing  country, 
and  carry  law  and  protection  to  every  man  ? 
This  country  is  in  a  singular  condition ;  a  great 
tractofnnsettled  lands  is  peopling  with  rapidity, 
and  numerous  emigrations  increase  oar  [Kipala- 
tton  far  beyond  'tis  natural  increase ;  is  it  not  of 
Importance  that  courts  shonld  be  located  among 
them,  early,  to  correct  the  restless  spirit  which 
ia  frequent  in  new  and  scattered  settlements? 
And  are  not  the  emigrations  composed  of  suoh 
at  require  the  prompt  assistance  of  the  law,  to 
preserve  amoni  them  regularity !  Punishment, 
to  na,  and  to  all  good  men,  shonld  be  a  strange 
work ;  but  to  prevent  crimes,  ia  the  work  of  a 
Ood.  I  speak  to  gentlemen,  who  have  many  of 
them  grated  the  judge's  bench,  and  adorned  the 
professional  robe  they  have  worn,  and  am  there- 
fore not  obliged  to  be  partionlsr  that  I  may  be 
onderstood;  a  word  to  the  wise  will  be  sufB- 
eient  A  Jadidary,  in  a  national  point  of  view. 
It  absolutely  neceasiry,  and  an  extension  of  it 
to  every  national  purpose,  b  equally  necessary. 
To  depend  open  State  courts,  not  onder  otdiga- 
tions,  nor  amenable  to  yon,  besides  tkaving  as 
mnch  bn^essallottedtoUiemby  thereopective 
States  as  they  can  accomplish,  and  depending 
upon  them,  and  not  on  us,  for  existence — wDI 
require  only  to  be  mentioned,  to  be  exploded. 
Locating  your  judges  in  various  part*  of  the 
oonntry,  by  them  promulgating  the  national 
laws,  which  it  is  welt  known  hss  been  a  snl^ect 
of  great  difficulty,  and  giving  them  daily  oppor- 
tunity of  mixing  with  people,  not  well  dispoeed 
to  order  and  law ;  may  prevent  disorders  and  in- 
enrrections,  and  save  millions  of  expense,  which 
pecuniary  saving  will  be  the  least  of  the  impor- 
tant events  orismg  frum  snch  a  system. 

Bat  there  is  another  objection  to  the  repeal 
of  the  judiciary  law,  which  in  my  mind  is  con- 
clusive: I  mean  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
oonalitntion. 

In  the  formation  of  every  Oovemment,  in 
which  the  people  have  a  share  in  its  adminis- 
Iration,  some  established  and  indisputable  prin- 
oiples  most  be  adopted.  In  our  Qovemmen^ 
the  formation  of  a  Le^slative,  Executive,  and 
Judiciary  power,  is  one  of  the  inoontroverdble 
'  principles ;  and  that  each  shodd  be  independent 
of  the  other,  m  far  as  hnman  froilty  will  per- 
mit is  equally  incontrovertible.    Wdl  it  be  ex- 


pected, that  I  should  quote  Sidney,  De  Lolme. 
Montesquieu,  and  a  ho^  of  elementary  vril«n, 
to  prove  thte  asserdont  There  is,  probably,  oc 
oonfliot  of  opinion  upon  this  subject.  When  ve 
look  into  our  oonstitntion  of  Government,  vt 
shall  find,  in  every  part  of  it,  a  close  and  nude- 
vinting  attention  to  this  principle.  Our  partic- 
ular form  is  nngolar  in  its  requirements;  that 
full  force  and  operation  be  pven  to  thia  di-im- 
portant  principle.  Oor  powers  are  limited 
many  acts  of  sovereignty  are  prohibited  to  the 
National  Government,  and  retuned  by  tbe 
States ;  and  many  restndnts  are  imposed  upon 
State  sovereignty.  If  either,  by  accident  or 
dedgn,  shonld  exceed  its  powers,  there  is  tbe 
utmost  necessity  that  some  timely  checks,  ean&l 
to  every  exigency,  should  be  interposed.  The 
Judiciary  is  established  by  the  coi^tntien  foe 
that  valuable  pmpoee. 

In  the  British  Government,  the  Le^idature  is 
omnipotent  to  every  legislative  effect,  and  i«  t 
perpetual  convention  for  almost  every  oonstitn- 
tional  purpose.  Hence  it  is  easy  to  discern  tbs 
different  parts  which  moat  be  assigned  to  the 
Jadieiary  in  the  two  kinds  of  government.  lo 
England,  the  Executive  has  tlie  most  eitendve 
powers;  the  sword  or  the  military  force;  the 
right  of  making  war,  and  in  effect  the  commud 
of  all  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  with  an  nnousli- 
fled  veto  to  every  legislative  act.  It  is,  there- 
fbre,  rational  for  that  natjon  to  ^H^serve  Ibeir 
judiciary  completely  independent  of  their  Sov- 
ereign. In  the  United  States,  the  caution  must 
be  applied  to  the  existing  danger ;  the  Jadiciuy 
are  to  be  a  check  on  the  Executive,  but  meet 
emphatically  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Union, 
and  those  of  the  several  States.  THiat  seeority 
is  there  to  an  individual,  if  the  Legialatura  d 
the  Union,  or  any  particolar  State,  ^oold  pwi 
a  law,  making  any  of  his  transactions  eiiminal 
which  took  plaoe  anterior  to  the  date  of  tb« 
law?  None  m  the  world,  but  by  an  appeal  to 
the  Judidary  of  the  United  States,  where  he 
will  obtain  a  deci«on  that  the  law  itaelf  ia  on- 
oonrtitntional  and  void,  or  by  a  resort  to  revo- 
lationary  prinoiplee,  and  exdting  a  dvil  war. 
With  a  view  to  thoee  prindples,  and  knowing 
that  the  framera  of  our  oonstitation  were  fully 
possessed  of  tham,  let  os  examine  the  instru- 
ment itself.  Article  third,  aecliDn  first:  "The 
judicial  power  of  the  United  Statea  ehsll  b« 
vested  in  one  Supreme  Ooart,  and  in  such  infe- 
rior coorta  as  the  ODngT«es  may,  from  time  to 
time,  ordain  and  establish.  The  judges,  both 
of  the  supreme  and  inferior  oourta,  shill  hold 
their  offices  daring  good  behavior;  aod  abaD, 
at  stated  tim«,  receive  for  their  servioes  a  omo- 
pensatiOD,  which  shall  not  be  diminiBhed  deriDg 
their  continnanoe  in  office."  Are  there  word* 
in  the  £n^h  language  more  explicit)  Is  there 
a^  oondition  annexed  to  the  judge's  toinre  of 
office,  other  than  good  behavior?  Of  whom 
shall  your  Judges  be  independent  ?  We  are  led 
to  an  erroneous  decision  on  thia  as  wall  as  many 
other  governmental  sul^iects^y  oonstautly  rt- 
onrriDg  to  Great  Britain.    That  their  couiU 
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tua  power,  luid  can  do  no  wrong ;  our  Pre«- 
dent,  at  least  for  aeveral  years  past,  has  been 
ODiundered  as  the  fonatain  of  dinlionor  and 
vaakaets,  and  if  there  was  aaj  maxim  upon  the 
subject,  it  was  that  he  could  do  no  right.  Of 
course  the  great  otjject  of  the  iodepeadence  of  the 
Jadiciary  most  here  have  reference  not  only  to 
our  EzecQtive,  bot  onr  Legislature.  The  Le^s- 
latnre  will)  ns  is  the  fonntaia  of  power.  No 
person  will  say  that  the  Judges  of  tae  Supreme 
Conrt  can  be  removed,  onless  by  impeachment 
and  conviction  of  misbehavior;  bnt  thejndgcs 
of  the  inferior  conrta.  as  Boon  as  ordained  and 
established,  are  placed  upon  precisely  the  same 

Condg  of  independence  with  the  Judges  of  the 
.ireme  Conrt.  Congress  may  take  tieir  owa 
time  to  ordain  and  establiah,  but  the  instant 
that  is  done,  all  the  rigbta  of  independence  at- 
tach to  them. 

If  this  reasoning  b  coireot,  tea  70a  repeal  a 
law  establishing  an  inferior  conrt,  under  the 
constitution?  Will  it  be  said,  that  altbongh 
jon  cannot  remove  the  Judge  fkim  office,  yet 
yon  can  remove  his  office  from  him  I  Is  murder 

Srohibited,  and  may  you  shut  a  man  up,  and 
eprive  him  of  snsteDaiioe,  tiU  be  dies,  and  this 
not  be  denominated  mordsr  t  The  danger  in 
onr  Government  is,  and  always  will  be,  that  the 
legislative  body  will  become,  restive,  and,  per- 
haps, Dnintentionally  break  down  the  barriers 
d  onr  constitution.  It  ie  Incidental  to  man, 
and  a  part  of  our  imperfections,  to  believe  that 
power  may  be  safely  lodged  in  our  hands.  We 
nave  the  wealth  of  the  nation  at  command,  and 
are  invested  with  almost  irreeistible  strength; 
the  Judiciary  has  neither  force  nor  wealth  to 
protect  itself.  That  we  can,  with  propriety, 
modify  OUT  Jndicnary  i^stem,  so  that  we  always 
leave  the  Judges  independent,  is  a  correct  and 
reasonable  position ;  bnt  if  we  can,  by  repealing 
■  law,  remove  them,  they  are  in  the  worst  state 
<tf  dependence. 


yfxDntDAT,  Jannary  18. 
The  Judiciary  Syttenk 

The  Beoate  resomed  the  constderation  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  0th  inst.  that  the  act  of 
OongrCM  passed  on  the  ISth  day  of  February, 
1801,  antitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  more 
eonvenieiit  ornnization  of  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,"  ou^t  to  be  repealed. 

Ur.  V.AMON,  of  Virginia. — I  feel  some  d^ree 
of  embarraasment  in  offering  my  sentiments  on 
a  enttject  so  taUj  and  so  ably  ^scnssed.  I  be- 
lieve that  Hie  ground  taken  by  my  Mend  from 
Eeotucky  has  not  been  shaken  by  any  argn- 
menta  iirg«d  in  t^pcritioo  to  the  resolution  on 
the  table.  Yet  as  aome  observations  have  been 
nude,  oalcolated  to  «zdt«  stttBibibty,  not  here, 
but  abroad;  as  they  appear  to  have  been  mode 
irith  ft  view  to  that  end;  and  as  an  alarm  haa 


•  Sgilim.  [Sebatk 

been  attempted  to  be  excited  on  constitutional 
ground,  I  think  the  observations  ought  not  to 
go  unnoticed. 

I  agree  with  gentiemen,  that  it  is  important, 
in  a  well-regnlated  government,  that  the  jo- 
dicinl  department  should  be  independent.  But 
I  have  never  been  among  those  who  have  car- 
ried  this  idea  to  the  extent  which  seems  at  this 
day  to  be  fashionable.  Though  of  opinion  that 
each  department  ought  to  discharge  its  proper 
duties  free  from  the  fear  of  the  others,  yetl 
have  never  believed  that  they  onght  to  be  in- 
dependent of  the  nation  itself.  Huch  leas  have 
I  believed  it  proper,  or  that  onr  constitution 
anthorizes  onr  courts  of  justice  to  control  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government. 

All  the  departmenia  of  a  popular  govern- 
ment must  depend,  in  some  degree,  on  popular 
opinion.  None  can  exist  without  the  anectiona 
of  the  people,  and  if  either  be  placed  in  such  a 
sitnaUon  as  to  be  independent  of  the  nation.  It 
will  BOOB  lose  that  affection  which  is  essential 
to  its  dnrable  existence. 


tribunals ;  without  inquiring  into  the  fitness  of 
making  the  Judges  independent  for  life,  I  am 
willing  to  enter  into  a  consideration,  not  of 
what  onght  to  be,  bnt  of  what  is.  Whatever 
opinion  I  may  individually  entertain  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  relative  to  the  Jn- 
diciary,  ritting  here  onder  that  constitution, 
I  am  bound  to  observe  it  as  the  charter  nnder 
which  we  are  assembled. 

When  I  view  the  provisions  of  the  oonstita- 
tion  on  this  snbject,  lobserve  a  dear  distinction 
between  the  Supreme  Conrt  and  other  courts 
I  am  sensible  that  when  we  come  to  make  ver< 
bal  criticisms,  any  gentieman  of  a  sportive 
imagination  mav  amuse  onr  fancies  by  a  play 
upon  words.  But  this  is  not  the  way  to  get 
rid  of  a  ^nnine  construction  of  the  ooDstitU' 
tion.  With  regard  to  the  institution  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  words  are  imperative; 
wUle,  with  n^ard  to  inferior  tribunals,  they 
are  discretionary.  The  first  ahall,  the  last  may 
be  established.  And  surely  we  are  to  infer 
from  the  wise  sages  that  formed  that  oonstitn- 
tion,  that  nothing  was  introduced  into  it  in 
vain.  Not  only  sentences,  but  words,  and  even 
points,  elucidate  its  meaning.  When,  there- 
fore,  ttie  constitution,  nnng  Uiis  langu^  s^ 
a  Supreme  Conrt  ahall  be  established,  are  we 
not  justified  in  oonndering  it  as  of  constitu- 
tional creation)  And  on  the  other  hand,  from 
the  luiguage  applied  to  inferior  courts,  are  we  not 

Justified  in  oonsidering  th<dr  establishment  aa 
cpendent  upon  the  Legislature,  who  may,  from 
time  to  time,  ordain  uiem,  as  the  pablio  good 
requires!  Can  any  other  meaning  oe  applied  to 
the  words  "from  time  to  timet"  And  nothing 
can  be  more  impo'rtant  on  this  snl{]eot  Qian  that 
the  Le^atnre  should  have  power,  from  time  to 
time,  to  create,  to  ahnnl,  or  to  modl^  the 
courts,  as  the  pnblio  good  nu^  require,  not 
•  '  ■   "  '  whenever  a 


mere^  to-d^,  but  for  ever;  and  1 
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chftnge  of  oironmstances  ma;  soggeat  the  pro- 
prietj  (if  a  different  organization.  On  this 
point,  there  is  great  force  in  the  remark  of  the 
g«nt1eniaa  from  Geor^a,  that  among  the  enume- 
rated powers  given  to  Congress, while  there  is 
DO  mention  made  of  the  Supreme  Coart,  the 
power  of  establishing  inferior  oonrts  is  ei' 
presslr  given.  Why  this  difference,  hnt  that 
the  Snpreme  Conrt  was  conudered  bj*  the 
ftamers  of  the  coDs':itution,  as  established  h; 
the  oonstitation,  while  they  considered  the  in- 
ferior coarta  as  dependent  npno  the  will  of  the 

B  the  aignmeDta  now  urged  be  correct, 
that  a  court  once  e«tab1iahed  cannot  be  vaca- 
ted, we  are  led  into  the  greatest  ahsnrditiea. 
Congress  might  deem  it  expedient  to  establish 
a  conrt  for  pacitioalar  purposes,  limited  aa  to  ita 
objects  or  dnration.  For  instance :  the  United 
Btatee  has  taken  possession  of  the  Ifississippi 


the  hands  of  varions  maatera,  viz :  France,  Eng- 
land, Spwn,  and  Georgia;  and  it  is  now  poa- 
seased  by  tlie  United  States.  All  these  Got- 
emraenta,  except  the  United  States,  made  cer- 
tain grants  of  lands  in  the  territory,  and  certain 
settlers  spread  their  conflicting  patents  over  the 
«onntry.  These  different  titles  will  open  a  wide 
field  for  litigation,  which  will  require  able  tri- 
bonala  to  decide  apoiL  Suppose,  then,  Congreas 
ehonld  establish  special  tribunals  to  conUnue  for 
three,  four,  or  five  years,  to  settle  these  claims. 
Judges  would  be  appointed.  They  wooli'  ' 
the  judges  of  an  inferior  conrt.  If  the 
stmction  of  the  oonstitnljon  now  contended 
for  be  established,  what  would  the  Judges  say, 
when  the  period  for  which  they  were  appoi  '  ' 
expired)  Woold  they  not  say,  we  heIon„ 
inferior  oonrtst  Would  they  not  langh  at  yon 
when  Ton  told  them  th^  term  of  office  was 
out)  Would  they  not  say,  In  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  Sew  York,  though  the  law 
that  oreatw  ns  is  temporary,  we  are  in  by  the 
oonatitntiont  Have  we  not  neard  this  doctrine 
■apported  in  the  memorable  case  of  the  man- 
datnna,  lately  before  the  Supreme  Conrt)  Waa 
it  not  there  aud  that,  thongfa  the  law  had  a 
right  to  establish  the  office  of  a  instioe  of  the 
peace,  yet  it  had  not  a  right  to  abridge  ila  dn- 
ration to  five  years;  Uiat  it  was  right  in  mak- 
ing the  justioea,  but  nnconstitntional  in  Kmitiiu 
their  periods  of  ofQoe;  that,  bebg  a  Judicial 
officer,  he  had  a  right  to  hold  his  office  dnriiig 
life— or,  what  is  the  same  thing — dniiiig  good 
behavior,  in  despite  of  the  law  wliidi  created 
him,  and,  in  the  very  act  of  oraotion,  lindtiiig 
his  official  life  to  five  year& 

I  may  notice  anotlier  case,  more  likely  to 
hippeiL^to  show  the  absorditj  of  this  oonstnio- 
tioD.  Coances  have  assumed  inriadiction  over 
tha  IGariaappi  Territory,  and  bare  established 
a  court,  composed  of  three  judges,  which  cot 
ia  aa  much  an  inferior  court  as  the  drcnit 
district  conrla.  Of  this  JnriBdiotion  Georgia 
deniea  the  ralidity.    Tlie  oontest  is  in  a  trun 


of  settlement.  Snppoee  it  shall  torn  out  that 
the  Uniled  States  are  convinoed  of  the  iqjoaliea 
of  their  claim,  relinqnish  it,  and  restore  the 
territory  to  Georgia,  wiiat  becomes  of  the 
judges?  Their  offices,  their  duties,  are  gonel 
Yet  they  will  tell  you,  we  are  vested  with  cer- 
tain oonatitntional  righta,  of  which  you  cannot 
deprive  us.  It  is  true  the  territory  is  no  liMiger 
years.  You  have  no  Joriadicdon,  we  have  no 
power,  yet  we  are  Jn^ea  by  the  oonstitntioik. 
We  hou  our  offloee  daring  good  Iwhavtor,  and 
we  will  behave  well  as  long  as  yon  will  let  va. 
Is  not  this  a  strange  ntnationt  Yon  have 
Judges  in  a  territory  over  which  yon  have  no 
jurisdiction;  and  you  have  officers  which  are 
perfect  sineooree,  pensioners  for  life.  Snch  an 
absurdity  I  am  aure  the  constitndoa  never 
meant  to  justify.  It  is  an  abanr^ty  equally 
repognant  to  the  letter  and  genius  of  the  oon- 
Btitntion. 

Bnt  it  would  seem  that  the  argotoeot  urged 
on  this  ocoaraon,  and  tlte  g«ieral  oonrae  of  oar 
l^slation,  had  been  gronitded  more  on  the 
convenience  and  emolttmeota  of  thoee  q^x^ted 
to  ofSoe,  than  on  gronnds  of  pnblio  ntility. 
First,  we  appointed  six  judg«e  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  divided  the  Uiuted  States  into  three  cir- 
cnita,  two  judges  to  ride  each  circoit,  in  which, 
with  the  district  judge,  to  form  a  oonrt.  The 
law  fixed  the  dntiee  ^d  the  compenaatioD,  and 
gentlemen  of  the  fint  oharacter  were  i««dj  to 
accept  the  places.  The  salaries  indeed  had  been 
thought  hish;  in  some  parts  of  the  Union  they 
were  thought  enormona.  But  a  little  time  pused 
before  they  complained  of  the  hard^pa  cf 
their  dotiee;  and  the  law  waa  altered,  not  so 
much  for  the  pnbUo  good  as  for  th^  peraonal 
oonvenienoe.  Where  two  judges  were  tvanited 
to  bold  a  oonrt,  one  was  now  declared  sufficient. 
Thus  Ton  continoed  th^  fall  salariee,  while  yon 
lopped  off  half  their  dntiee.  Shortir  ttUr  jtm 
assigned  them,  under  tiie  pennon  law,  idoob- 
sidwable  duties;  and  they  refbsed  to  pwfona 
them.  Thna,  while  they  abowed  themaatvei 
ready  to  abate  of  their  dnties,  they  adhered  to 
their  salaries.  Next  Qame  the  law  of  last  ae»- 
don,  which  takes  away  all  their  duties.  It 
leavea  them  simply  a  oonrt  of  ^ipeals.  And 
what  have  they  got  to  dot  To  try  ten  ndts; 
for  such  is  the  nmnber  now  on  tiieir  docket,  aa 
appeara  from  a  oertidcate  joat  pat  bito  my  hands; 
and  the  average  uomher  on  their  dodut  amotrnts 
to  from  Mght  to  ten.  Thn^  for  the  trial  of  t^ 
immense  nnmber  of  ^^t  or  Un  soila,  yon 


thonsaud  five  hnndied  dollars  each. 

I  fear,  said  Mr.  U.,  that  If  yoa  take  awn 
from  these  Jadges  that  which  tbew  ongbt  *i 
flcially  to  do,  tney  wUI  be  indnoed,  frooi  the 
want  of  employment,  to  do  that  which  they 
onght  not  to  do;  they  may  do  harm.  Tbey 
may  be  indnoed,  perh^M,  to  aet  aboot  tW 
work  gentlemen  seem  so  fbud  oC  Tbay  may, 
aa  gentiemen  have  told  na,  hold  the  eooatttBtioa 
in  one  hand,  and  the  law  in  the  otbv,  and  a^ 


dbyGoO^le 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


18(S.] 


[Sdat 


to  the  departments  of  Goremment,  bo  fkr  ;od 
■ball  go  and  no  &rther.  Thb  indopendence  of 
the  Jndioi&ry,  bo  much  desired,  will,  I  fear,  ur, 
if  encoDTBged  or  tolorat«d,  soon  become  Bome- 
tbiDg  like  anpreiDacf.  Thej  will,  indeed,  form 
the  mun  pilhr  of  this  goodlr  fabric;  they  will 
■OOD  become  the  ouJj  remainmg  pillar,  and  thef 
will  preientlj  become  bo  Btrong  as  to  craeh  and 
absorb  all  the  others  into  their  solid  maaa. 

We  have  been  told,  that  no  Stat«  in  the  Union 
has  preBBmed  to  tonch  the  Jadldaiy  eetahligh- 
ment,  except  the  State  of  Maryland.  I  will  not 
answer  for  others ;  bnt,  with  respect  to  Vir- 
ginia. I  will  answer  that  she  has  tonohed  it. 
Her  ccmatltntional  provision  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Jndges  is  nearly  similar  to  that  of 
the  United  Btatea,  and  jet  she  has  established, 
nodlfied,  and  entirely  put  down  portionlar  de- 
j-srtmente  of  her  sjstem. 

Notwithstanding  the  remarks  of  gentlemen, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  these  ideas  of  the  ex- 
treme independence  of  the  jadges,  and  the 
.  Umiled  powers  of  the  Legislature,  are  not  very 
old,  bnt  that  they  are  of  modern  origin,  and 
have  grown  np  since  the  last  seesion  of  Con- 
gress. For,  in  the  law  passed  last  seesion,  that 
rery  law  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  repeal,  is 
to  be  fonnd  a  practical  esopsition  in  direct  hos- 
tility with  the  prindple  now  contended  for, 
which  does  not  oetray  that  sacred  regard  for 
the  office  of  a  Judge,  that  is,  on  this  occasion, 
professed:  in  that  very  law  will  be  foond  a 
danse  which  abolishes  two  district  conrta.  The 
words  of  the  twenty-fourth  section  say,  ex- 
pressly, "the  district  courts  of  Eentncky.and 
Xenneeaee  shall  be  and  hereby  are  abolished." 
'WW  gentlemen  tell  this  House  how  this  express 
provision  came  into  the  act  of  the  last  session ; 
and  win  they  say,  that,  though  tbey  voted  for 
this  law,  yet  no  power  exists  in  the  Le^slatnre 
to  abolish  a  court?  It  is  true,  that  it  has  been 
said  that,  though  yon  pnt  down  two  district 
courts,  yon  promoted  the  officers,  by  increasing 
their  salaries  and  making  them  Judaea  of  the 
drcnit  courts:  bnt  the  fact  is,  jon  nave  abol- 
febed  their  offices;  they  are  judges  no  longer 
of  the  districts  of  Kentucky  and  Tenneasee; 
and  they  are  to  every  purpose,  whatever  mav 
be  thrir  name,in  realitycironitjndgee.  Thongh 
Ton  have  not  lessened  their  salaries,  you  have 
d^irived  them  of  their  offices.  However,  there' 
ton,  gentlemen  may  colcnlate  as  to  the  benefit 
or  iiyiiry  done  these  two  Judges,  the  principh 
ia  Dot  sfiboted  by  any  result;  their  offices  an 
gone.  It  is  not  enongh  to  say,  that  thongh  you 
destroyed  their  offices,  yon  osei:ed  them  others 
uriQi  hii^ier  salaries.  Too  took  away  from 
them,  in  express  terms,  their  offices,  by  einA- 
isUng  the  offices.  Yon  had  stripped  them  of 
their  offices,  yon  had  robbed  them  of  their  veet- 
«d  rii^t,  and  then,  to  make  friends,  offered  them 
■  compensation;  bnt  whether  the  oompensstion 
thtia  offered  for  the  deprivation  they  had  suf- 
ftred,  was  really  equivalent  to  th^  loss,  is  a 
mere  mattw  of  calculation,  and  does  not  affect 
Ibe  oonMitutioiia]  principle.    It  is  proper,  how- 


,  to  observe,  that  they  were  no  parties  to 
the  proposed  compromise,  and  that  indeed  they 
^~i  no  choice  left  them.    They  were  obliged 

accept  of  what  yon  offered  them,  or  have 
nothing.  If  they  did  not  agree  to  beoomn 
Judges  of  the  newly  of^wiized  circuit  courts, 
they  could  not  remain  judges  of  the  district 
courts,  for  these  conrta  were  absolntely  and 
completely  abolished. 

By  the  seventh  section  of  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  which  transforms  the  district  into  dr- 
coit  courts,  which  melts  down  the  jadgee  and 
recoins  them,  it  is  enacted,  that  there  shall  he  a 
circuit  court,  composed  of  one  new  circuit  Judge 
and  two  old  district  jndge^  to  be  called  the 
Sizth  Circuit.  HsTe  yon  not  then  established 
a  new  office  by  the  destruction  of  the' old  onet 
Have  you  not  done  morel  Have  you  not  vio- 
lated the  constitution,  by  declaring,  by  law,  who 
shall  fill  this  new  office,  thongh  the  constitntion 
declares,  article  second,  section  two,  "  That  the 
Premdent  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shnll  appoint 
all  officers  which  shall  be  cstabliahed  by  law." 

Where  were  these  ^ardians  of  the  consti- 
tntion — these  vi^lant  sentinels  of  our  nghU 
and  liberties,  when  this  law  passed?  Were 
they  asleep  on  their  post)  Where  was  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  has,  on  this 
debate,  made  such  a  noble  stand  in  favor  of  a 
violated  constitution  t  Where  was  the  Ajaa 
Ttlamon  of  his  party,  or,  to  nse  his  own  mora 
correct  expression,  the  faction  to  which  be  be- 
longed t  Where  was  uie  hero  with  his  seven- 
fold shield — not  of  bull's  hide,  bnt  of  brass — 
prepared  to  prevent  or  to  punish  this  Trojan 
rape,  which  he  now  sees  meditated  upon  the  oon- 
stjtntdon  of  his  country  by  a  wicked  faction  T 
Where  was  Heronlee,  that  be  did  not  crush  this 
don  of  robbers  that  broke  into  the  sanctuary  of 
the  constitntion  ?  Was  he  forgetfid  of  his  duty  ) 
Were  his  nerves  nnstmngt  Or  was  he  the  very 
leader  of  the  band  that  broke  down  theae  con- 
sUtotionBl  ramparts! 

I  ^all  now,  sir,  trouble  yon  with  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  expediency  of  repealing  this  law. 
It  has  been  s^d,  that  there  is  nothing  pecoliarly 
disgostfhl  in  this  law ;  that  there  has  been  no 
pnbho  clamor  excited  against  it ;  that  it  waa 
enacted  with  solemnity,  on  calm  and  deliberate 
reflection ;  and  that  time  has  not  yet  been  ^ven 
to  test  it  by  experience. 
'  Asnomember,  who  haa  taken  part  In  debate, 
was  a  member  of  this  body  when  uie  law  passed, 
I  will  say  something  of  its  history.  I  am  not 
disposed  to  exdte  tae  sensibility  of  genUemen. 
by  any  remarks  which  I  ahall  make,  or  to  call 
np  unpleasant  recollections  of  past  scenes.  Bnt 
THien  I  hear  it  stud  that  this  law  was  Mssed 
with  calmness,  after  mature  reflection,  and  that 
we  are  now,  in  a  fit  of  pasdon,  going  to  undo 
what  was  thus  wisely  done,  I  think.it  neces- 
sary that  the  public  should  have  A  correct  state- 
ment 

It  is  true,  that  under  the  last  Administration, 
when  there  existed  (what  I  trost  will  never,  in 
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an  eqQal  degree,  exist  sgain,)  an  immoderate 
thirst  for  Execative  patroQBge,  a  propodtioD  was 
made  to  establish  a  nev  judiciary  system ;  a  sys- 
tem worse  than  tlie  present;  as  it  proposed,  ac- 
cording to  my  recollection,  thirty-eight  judge* 
instead  of  sixteen.  Tliis  law  was  very  near 
pasBiDg.  It  wa:^  howerer,  r^eoted  in  the  Honse 
of  RepresentAtires  by  a  yery  smaU  m^ority. 
Bat  itwas  circulated  as  aproject  of  aUw  among 
the  people.  It  was  illy  received.  It  was 
thought  too  rank  a  thing,  and  met  with  general 
disapprobation  thronghont  the  United  States,  so 
for  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn.  After  this  re- 
oeptioD,  it  was  softened  down  to  the  plan  intro- 
duced at  the  last  session.  Wbattemper  aocom- 
mnled  the  progress  of  the  hill  in  the  other 
Honee  I  know  not,  or,  if  I  did  know,  would  it 
be  proper  for  rae  here  to  say  f  But  with  respect 
to  the  acts  of  tliis  body,  I  am  not  of  opinion 
they  added  any  dignity  to  onr  oommon  coi 
of  procedure.  The  bill  was  referred  to  a  o) 
mittee,  who,  although  it  wag  very  long, 
ported  it  without  any  amendment.  Various 
amendments  were  offered,  some  of  which  ^ 
admitted  to  be  proper.  Bot  they  were  not 
oeived.  One,  indeed,  proposed  by  a  meml)er 
from  Oonnecticnt,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  was  then  hostile  to  the  plan,  did 
.  pass  in  the  early  stages  of  the  bill,  but  on  the  third 
reading  it  was  expunged.  All  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  minority  were  uniformly  r^ected  by 
■  steady,  inflexible,  and  nndeviatingm^oritf.  I 
oonfees  that  I  saw  no  passton,  but  I  certainly  did 
see  great  pertinacity ;  something  like  what  the 
Kenueman  from  Oonnecticnt  had  termed  a  hold- 
tnc/oaf.  No  amendments  were  admitt^ ;  when 
offered,  we  were  told,  no ;  you  may  get  them 
introdaoed  by  a  "rider  or  supplementair  bill,  or 
in  any  way  yon  please;  bat  down  this  hill  most 

El  it  most  be  crammed  down  yoor  tliroata. 
lis  was  not  the  precise  phrase,  but  snoh  was 
the  amount  of  what  was  scud. 

I  will  say  that  not  an  argument  was  nrged  in 
ikvor  of  the  bill,  not  a  word  to  show  the  neoee- 
Atj  or  propriety  of  the  ohan^.  Tet  we  are 
told  that  there  was  great  dignity,  great  solem- 
nity in  its  progress  and  passage  I 

Bnt  there  is  something  nndignified  in  thus 
hastilyrepeaUng  this  law!  in  ibos yielding onr- 
■elvee  to  tlie  flnotuaCions  of  pablio  opinion  I  Bo 
we  are  told  I — Bnt  if  there  be  hlame,  on  whom 
does  it  fall  ?  Not  on  nsi  who  respected  the 
pnblio  opinion  when  this  law  was  passed,  and 
who  still  respect  it ;  bnt  on  those  who,  in  deS- 
ance  of  pnblio  opioion,  nassed  this  law,  after 
Uiat  pnblic  opinion  haa  been  deoimvely  ex- 
pressed. The  rerolation  in  pablio  opinion  had 
taken  place  before  the  introanctlon  of  this  pro- 
ject; the  people  of  the  United  States  had  de- 
termined to  commit  their  afiiuts  to  new  agents ; 
already  had  the  confidence  of  >  the  people  been 
transferred  from  their  then  rulers  into  other 
hands.  Alt«r  this  exposition  of  the  national 
will,  and  this  new  deposit  of  the  national  con- 
fidence, the  gentlemen  ehonld  bave  left  nn- 
touohed  thia  important  and  delicate  enhject— a 


subject  on  which  the  people  conld  not  be  recon- 
ciled to  their  Tiewa,  even  in  the  flood-tide  of 
their  power  and  inflnence;  they  ahonld  bare 
forborne,  till  agents,  better  aoqnainted  with 
the  national  wilL  because  more  recently  consti- 
tuted its  organs,  had  come  into  the  Government 
This  woald  have  been  more  dignified  than  to 
seize  the  critical  moment  when  power  was  pass- 
ing from  them^  to  pass  such  a  law  as  tfaia.  If 
there  is  error,  it  is  onr  doty  to  correct  it;  and 
tlie  truth  was,  no  law  was  ever  mora  execrated 
by  the  public 

Let  it  not  be  said,  postpone  the  repeal  till  the 
next  session.  No — let  ns  restore  those  gentle- 
men to  private  life,  who  have  aooepted  appoint- 
ments nnder  this  law.  This  will  be  doing  tbem 
greater  justice,  tiian  by  keeping  tbem  in  office 
another  year,  till  the  profesdonal  bnsnea^ 
which  once  attached  to  tbem,  is  gone  into  otfaw 
ohannele. 

Mr.  Stonb,  of  North  Carolina. — Before  enter- 
ing into  aoexaminationof  the  expediency  of  the 
repeal,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  against  the  repeal,  whoN 
talents  and  eloquence  I  highly  admire,  hare  not 
correctly  stated  the  question.  The  true  qnestioo 
is,  not  whether  we  shall  deprive  the  people  rf 
the  United  States  of  all  their  oonrte  of  jnstioc^ 
bnt  whether  weshall  restore  to  tbem  their  formo' 
ooorts.  Shall  we,  or  shall  we  not,  oontinne  aa 
experiment  made,  or  attempted  to  be  made,  I 
will  not  say  improperiy,  because  my  respect  for 
this  body  and  for  my  country,  forbid  the  impa- 
tation ;  but  I  will  say  that  the  length  of  time  w& 
remained  without  this  system,  and  llie  repealed 
ineffectual  attempts  made  to  establish  it,  pre- 
sent strong  reasons  for  inferring  that  tbere  aie 
not  those  grest  apparent  reasons  in  &vor  of  it, 
that  have  been  stated.  A  system  aomewhat 
MmiUr  to  the  present  bad  been  r^eoted  by  the 
Le^slature,  because  they  preferred  the  fbrmer 
system.  Another  evidence  to  the  same  purport 
is,  that  daring  the  last  session,  when  the  anlfject 
was  again  revived,  and  the  present  plan  adt^ 
ed,  on  amendment  was  oSbred,  to  amend  byex- 
tendi:^  and  enlai^ing  the  former  estaUishmanL 

[Here  Ur.  8.  read  the  amendment  proposed, 
whioh  augmented  the  number  of  jnd^  ot  the 
SoOTeme  Conrt,  and  assigned  their  drcnits.] 

This  amendment  ^as  r^ected,  and  from  tbe 
vote  entered  on  tbe  Journal  of  tliat  day,  it  m>- 
pears  that  the  differenee  of  votes  Bgamat  tbe 
amendment  was  formed  of  those  gentleinea  wbo 
I  homioated  to  qip(^tments  made  vacant 
by  the  promotions  nnder  the  new  Uw.  I  do 
not  state  this  clronmstauoe  as  an  evidesoe  that 
tliese  gentlemen  were  influenced  hy  improper 
motives ;  bnt  to  show  that  tbe  mannor  in  wbid) 
the  new  s^tem  was  fbrmed,  was  not  cahidtted 
to  establish,  in  the  pnbtio  mind,  a  decided  pK- 
ference  of  it  over  the  old  system.  Havi^  mads 
these  remarks  on  tbe  gteat  deliberatfam  a^  ta 
have  been  manifested  in  the  adoptioB  of  tUi 
plan,  I  hope  I  may  be  pemutted  to  expreai  iny 
perfect  coincidence  with  tbe  gentl«iiwn  froa 
Oonneotiont,  that  oonrts  are  neoanaij  fat  tb« 
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administration  of  Jiutioe^  and   that,  witlioat 
them,  onr  laws  would  be  a  dead  letter. 

But  it  appears  to  me  essential  to  the  dae  ad- 
miiUBtratioii  of  instioe,  that  those  who  preside 
in  our  conrts  shoold  be  well  acqnaintf^  with 
the  laws  which  are  to  guide  their  decisions. 
And,  I  apprehend,  that  no  way  is  so  much  cal- 
culated to  impart  this  knowledge,  aa  a  practical 
Boqnaintance  with  them,  bj  attending  conrta  in 
Ote  MTeral  States,  and  hearing  gentlemen  who 
are  porticolarlj  acquainted  with  them,  eiplcun 
aod  diaooaa  them. .  It  is,  therefore,  absolately 
neccooary,  In  mj  mind,  that  the  Jndgee  of  the 
Supreme  Ooort,  whose  power  controls  all  the 
other  trihnnals,  and  on  whose  decinons  rest  Uie 
proper^,  the  reputation,  the  liberty,  and  the 
lives  of  onr  citizens,  should,  by  riding  the  dr- 
cnit,  render  themselTes  practically  aconainted 
with  tlieir  dntiee.  It  is  well  known,  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  a  State,  is  not 
anddenlr  acquired,  and  it  is  reasonable  t> 
olnde^  Uitt  that  knowledge  is  moBt  correctly 
poaseased  by  men  whose  whole  lives  liave  been 
devoted  to  the  acquisition.  It  is  also  perfectly 
well  known,  that  the  knowledge  of  the  modes 
and  principles  of  practice  in  the  difierent  States, 
or  of  any  State,  is  most  effectually  to  be  ac- 
quired in  courts,  where  gentlemen  of  skill  and 
experience  apply  those  prinoiplee  to  nse  upon 
existing  points. 

lliis  dtdeot,  then,  of  the  present  plan,  is,  in 
mj  opioiotL  M  radioal,  tbat,  of  itself  it  would 
decide,  with  me,  the  qneetion  of  expediency. 

To  what  source,  then,  shall  we  resort  for  a 
knowledge  of  what  constitutes  this  thing,  oaUed 
tnisbehavior  in  office  f  The  oonstitntion,  surely, 
did  not  intend  that  a  oironmstanoe  so  important 
aa  the  tenure  by  which  the  judges  hold  tlieir 
offlMe,  should  be  incapable  of  oeiiig  ascertained. 
Hi^  misbehavior,  oert^nly,  is  not  an  impeach- 
ftble  offbnoe ;  still  it  is  the  ground  upon  which 
the  judges  are  to  be  removed  from  omoe.  The 
prooMB  of  impeachment^  therefore,  cannot  be 
the  only  one  bv  which  the  Judges  may  be  re- 
moved from  office,  under,  and  according  to  the 
oonstitntion.  I  take  it,  thereibre,  to  lie  a  thing 
undeniable,  that  there  resides  somewhere  in  the 
Government,  a  power  to  declare  what  sliall 
junonnt  to  misbenavior  in  office,  by  the  judges, 
and  to  remove  them  from  office  for  the  same, 
without  impeaohment.  The  constitotion  does 
not  prohibit  their  removal  by  the  Legislature, 
who  have  the  power  to  make  all  laws  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  oarrying  into  execution  the 
powers  vested  by  the  conatitntion  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  But,  says  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  the  judges  are  of- 
Scers  instituted  by  the  constitution,  to  save  the 
peopte  from  their  greatest  eoemiee,  themselves; 
and  therefore,  they  should  l>e  entirely  indepen- 
dent a£  and  beyond  the  control  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. If  Buoh  was  the  design  of  the  wise  men 
who  fhuned  and  adopted  the  coostitntion,  can 
it  be  presnmed  they  wonld  have  provided  so 
ineffectual  a  harrier,  as  these  Judges  can  readily 
besliowiitobe!    It  is  allowed,  on  all  hands,  the 


Legislature  may  modify  the  courts;  they  may 
add  Judges,  they  may  fii  the  times  at  which  the 

courts  shall  dt,  ice  Suppose  the  Legislature 
to  have  interests  distinct  fiom  the  people,  and 
the  Judges  to  stand  in  the  way  of  executing  any 
favorite  measure — can  any  thing  be  more  easy 
than  for  the  Legislature  to  declare  that  the 
coorta,  instead  of  being  held  semi-annually,  or 
oftener,  shall  be  held  only  once  in  six,  eight,  ten, 
or  twenty  years?  Or,  iuordertofree  themselvee 
from  the  opposition  of  tbe  present  Supreme 
Court,  to  declare,  that  court  shall  hereafter  be 
held  by  thirteen  Jodges.  An  understanding 
between  the  Preudent  and  the  Senate,  would 
make  it  practicable  to  fill  the  new  offices  with 
men  of  different  views  and  opinions  fhim  those 
now  in  office.  And  what,  in  either  case,  would 
liecome  of  this  boasted  protection  of  tlie  people 
against  themselvest  I  cannot  conceive  Uie 
constitution  intended  so  feeble  a  barrier;  t 
harrier  so  easily  evaded. 

It  is  not  alone  the  eiiteen  rank  and  file,  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  bo  Indicroosly 
depicted,  that  I  apprehend  immediate  danger 
from,  but  it  is  the  principle  which  converts  tht 
office  of  Judge  into  a  hospital  of  inotvrables,  and 
declares,  that  an  expiring  faction,  after  having 
lost  the  public  confidence,  may  add  to  those 
sixteen,  until  they  become  sixteen  hundred  or 
sixteen  thousand ;  and  that  the  restored  good 
aense  of  the  Legislature,  the  whole  Government 
and  constitntion,  retains  no  means  of  casting 
them  off  but  by  destro^g  itself,  and  resorting 
to  revolutionary  principles.  The  Legislature 
ly  repeal  nnneceseary  taxes,  may  disiiand 
;lesB  and  expensive  armies,  may  declare  they 
will  no  longer  be  bound  b^  the  stipulations  of 
an  oppressive  treaty ;  and  if  war  shonld  follow, 
the  constitntion  is  stiil  safe.  But  if  the  con- 
struction which  gentlemen  contend  for,  be  cor- 
rect, a  band  of  drones,  to  any  amonnt  in  number, 
under  the  denomination  of  judges,  may  prey 
upon  the  substance  of  the  people,  and  the  Qov- 
emmeot  retains  not  the  power  to  remove  them 
but  by  deMroying  the  constitntion  itselt 

Tkobsdat,  January  14. 
JvdieiaiT/  Syitmt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  6th  instant,  that  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  Febrosry, 
1601,  entiUed  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  mora 
convenient  o^antzation  of  the  Oonrts  of  th« 
United  Statos,*"  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Oloott,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  this  onb- 
ject  was  of  the  most  important  kind,  and  though 
many  able  arguments  had  been  already  offer^ 
he  oould  not  pass  it  over  with  a  silent  vote. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  act  now  pro- 
posed to  be  repe^ed,  came  in  on  the  Influx  of 
passion,  snd  that  the  infiux  of  reason  shonld 
sweep  it  away.  He  did  not  know  that  this  wss 
the  case.  Some  gentlemen  contend  that  it  was 
adopted  with  great  deliberation. 

He  thought  the  reasons  for  a  repeal  of  this 
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law  inaaffioient.  It  is  not  eaid,  that  if  the 
BtitutiuQ  vesta  a  right  to  office  in  the  indges, 
that  we  can  afibot  them.  He  thought  the  con- 
sdtuUoD  did  vest  the  right,  and  he  lield  it  t 
■acred. 

The  proTisions  of  the  conatitntioii  appeared 
to  him  BO  plaio,  that  thej  scarcclj  admitted  of 
illustration.  He  who  nndertakes  to  eipltun  the 
text,  must  find  more  explicit  terms  than  those' 
con^ned  in  it.     He  coojd  not  find  any. 

After  dtrelling  upon  the  difierent  providons 
of  the  conatitntion,  Mr.  O.  went  upon  the  qnes- 
tion  of  expediency,  at  aom^  length,  and  con- 
cluded that  8  repeal  waa  u  iuffi^ement  as  nn- 
oonatitutional. 

Vt.  Cocxb,  of  Tennessee,  foOowed  Vr.  Ol- 
COTT.  He  aaid  he  was  sorry  gentlemen  attempt- 
ed to  make  qnack  doctors  of  them,  hj  saj&g 
we  maj  give  a  wonnd,  but  cannot  heal  it.  He 
wished  the  Senate  to  inquire  whether  the  law 
now  proposed  to  be  repealed  was  constitutional 
or  not.  If  it  was  not  we  shonld  act  like  honest 
men,  acknowledge  tnat  we  have  violated  the 
oonstitntion,  and  restore  it  to  its  pnrit;  by  re- 
pealing  the  law.  Let  ns  recQr  to  the  jonmals 
of  1799,  and  see  what  was  the  nnderstanding 
of  tliese  champions  of  our  liberties,  and  whether 
Qiaj  have  not  since  changed.  The  Jonmals 
would  prove  that  the  Jodges  were  to  mix  with 
the  Legislatore,  were  to  be  locked  up  in  a  closet, 
and  to  declare  who  was  to  be  oar  Execativo 
Hasutrate. 

fUr.  CooEB  here  went  into  an  ex&mination 
of  the  argnroents  on  the  constitutional  point.] 

We  have  been  told  that  the  nation  is  to  look 
np  to  tliese  immacolate  Jndges  to  protect  tlieir 
liberties  {  to  protect  the  people  against  them- 
selves. This  was  novel,  and  what  result  did  it 
lead  tof  He  shuddered  to  think  of  it.  Were 
there  none  t^  ttaeee  judges  readj  to  plnnge  their 
swords  in  the  American  heart!  He  aid  not 
'  think  it  proper  to  be  alarmed  bj  the  terrors 
held  out.  He  wished  to  knowno  man-  to  take 
things  as  the;  are.  But  if  gentlemen  wiU  attai^ 
they  must  expeot  a  reply. 

Mr.  CoosB  then  dilated  upon  the  several 
points  of  the  disonsaion,  and  concladed  with 
tbe  expreadon  of  the  hope  that  the  L^^slatnre 
wonld  repeal  the  law,  and  that  they  wonld  not 
BJve  way  to  the  ideas  of  gentlemen,  that  the 
Government  was  made  for  a  chosen  few,  for  the 
Judges,  to  whom  we  are  to  look  np  for  every 
thiiw. 

Ut.  Uomn. — Hr.  Preddoit,  I  had  fostered 
the  hope  that  some  gentleman,  who  thinks  with 
me,  would  have  token  apon  himself  the  task  of 
replying  to  the  obsehvations  made  yeslfirday  and 
this  morning,  in  fiivor  of  the  motion  on  yonr 
table.  Bnt  since  no  gentleman  has  gone  so  fully 
Into  the  snbjeot,  as  it  seems  to  require,  I  am 
oompelled  to  request  four  attentioo. 

After  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  hope  I 
ahall  be  indolged  while  1  consider  the  subject 
la  reference  to  the  two  points  which  have  been 
taken,  the  ezpedieney  and  the  aonttitutUmaUty 
of  the  repeal. 


In  considering  the  expediate}/,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  pardoned  for  asking  your  attention  to  some 
parts  of  the  constitution,  which  have  not  jet 
been  dwelt  npon,  and  which  tend  to  elucidate 
this  part  of  our  inquiry.  I  agree  fully  with  tlie 
gentleman,  that  every  section,  every  sentence^ 
and  every  word  of  the  constitution,  ought  to  be 
deliberately  weighed  and  examined ;  nay,  I  am 
content  to  go  along  with  him,  and  give  its  dne 
valoe  and  importance  to  every  stop  and  comma. 
In  tbe  beginuing,  we  find  a  declaration  of  the 
moUves  wnich  induced  the  American  people  to 
bind  themselves  by  this  compact.  And  in  the 
fore-gronnd  of  thot  declaration,  we  find  these 
otgects  specified  J  "to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
to  estahlishjaatice,  and  to  ensure  aomeatic  tran- 
quillity." But  bow  are  these  ot^ects  effected  t 
The  people  intended  to  atailithfMtiee..'What 
provision  have  they  made  to  fUm  that  inten- 
tion! After  pointing  out  the  oourts  which 
should  be  established,  the  second  section  of  the 
third  article  informs  na: 

"  The  jndicia]  pooer  ihall  ulend  to  all  caM*  in 
law  and  equity,  ■liang  nnder  tlu*  eooilitntiOD,  the 
Uwi  of  the  United  Statu,  and  treatiea  nude,  az  whidt 
■hall  Im  made,  under  tjieir  authority ;  to  all  cam 
afiecting  uabuKadDTB,  otLtr  pablic  miiuster?  and  COD- 
mls;  to  all  cases  of  adoiirB,!^  and  maritinie  jcTiadio. 
CioD  j  to  controveraiei  to  which  the  United  Static  ghaD 
t>e  a  party ;  to  contnraniiea  bctwMn  two  or  more 
State*  ;  between  k  State  and  citiiena  of  mnolher  Stale ; 
between  dtizena  of  ilifferant  State*  ;  between  dtunu 
of  the  nme  State  claiming  laudi  mider  grants  of 
diKrent  Sutea ;  and  between  a  Stale,  or  ttie  dtiaaoi 
theiet^,  and  foreign  States,  dtizeai,  or  latmcts. 

"  In  alt  caaes  affecting  ambamA^^,  ouei  poUia 

■hall  be  a  par^,  the  Smpnme  Court  iball  have  on- 
gmal  jnrisdiction.  In  all  the  other  oate*  befne  ma- 
tionei^  the  Supreme  Court  ■hall  have  agneUato  joria- 
diction,  both  ai  to  taw  and  (act,  with  inch  exocjitioaa 
ood  under  sniji  regulaliODa  a*  the  Congreas  ahaU 

Thus  tlien  we  find  that  the  Judicial  powtf 
shall  extend  to  a  great  variety  of  cases,  but  that 
the  Sopreme  Oonrt  shall  have  only  appelate  jn- 
risdiotioQ  in  all  admiralty  and  maritime  caosea, 
in  all  controvor^es  between  the  United  States 
and  private  citizens,  between  dtizens  of  difihrent 
Statee,  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  claim- 
lag  lauds  under  cUffcrent  States,  and  between  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  states, 
citizena,  or  Hubjccts.  The  honorable  gentlemaa 
from  Eentnoky,  who  made  the  motion  on  yooi 
table,  has  told  us  that  tbe  constitution,  in  ita 
Judiciary  provisions,  contemplated  only  tboee 
cBseswluchcouldnotbe  tried  in  tbe  State  coorta. 
But  he  will,  I  hope,  pardon  me  when  I  contend 
that  the  constitution  did  not  merely  contem- 
plate, but  did,  bv  express  words,  reserve  to  tbe 
national  tribunals  a  right  to  dedde^  and  did 
secure  to  the  citizens  of  America,  a  right  to 
demand  their  decision.  In  many  oases  evidently 
cognizable  in  the  State  courts.  And  what  are 
these  coses  t  They  are  those  in  respect  to  which 
it  is  by  the  constitution  presumed  that  the  State 
courts  would  not  always  make  e  oool  end  calm 
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hrMtigation,  &  fair  and  jost  deokion.  To  form, 
tlmtfore,  B  more  perfect  anion,  etnd  to  enBnre 
domestic  tranqaillitj,  the  constitntdou  has  «ud 
there  shaU  be  ooorta  of  the  Union  to  try  caQaea, 
t?  the  wrongftil  decieion  tA  which  the  TJdIod 
miSht  b«  endangered  ur  domeatjo  tranqnilUty  be 
diBtorbed.  And  what  ooorta  t  Look  again  at 
the  casea  de^gnated.  The  Supreme  Court  hoe 
no  original  jurisdiction.  The  constitntion  has 
Hid  that  the  judicial  powers  shall  be  TeBt«d  in 
the  mipreme  and  infenor  courts.  It  has  declar- 
ed that  the  Judicial  power  bo  vested  shall  extend 
to  the  cases  mentioned,  and  that  the  Snpreme 
Conrt  shall  not  have  original  JoriBdiotion  in 
those  cases.  Evidently,  therefore,  it  has  de- 
dared  tliat  thej  shall  (in  the  first  instance)  be 
tried  bj  inferior  courts,  with  appeal  to  the  Sn- 
preme  Court,  This,  Uierefbre,  amomita  to  a 
declaration,  that  the  inferior  oonrts  shall  exist 
Since,  without  them,  the  citizen  is  deprived  of 
those  rights  fbr  which  he  stipulated,  or  rather 
those  rights  verballj  granted,  would  be  actually 
withheld ;  and  that  great  security  of  our  Union, 
that  neceesary  guard  of  our  tranqoilli^,  be  com- 
pletely  paralyzed,  if  not  destroyed.  In  declar- 
ing, then,  that  these  tribnnala  shall  exist,  it 
eqnally  declares  that  the  Ooitgrees  'shall  ordain 
and  establish  them.  I  say  they  sholl;  this  is 
the  evident  intention,  if  not  the  express  words, 
of  the  oonstitution.  The  convention  in  Jnun- 
in^  the  American  people  in  adopting,  that 
compact,  did  not,  oonld  not  presume,  that  the 
CongresB  would  omit  to  do  what  they  were  thus 
bound  to  do.  Tbey  could  not  preemne,  that  the 
Lei^slature  would  hemtate  one  moment,  in  es- 
tablishing  the  organs  necessary  to  oany  into 
effect  those  wholesome,  those  important  pro- 


The  honorable  member  from 
given  us  a  history  of  the  judidal  sjrstem,  and  in 
the  conrae  of  it  has  told  us,  that  the  Judges  of 
tb«  Supreme  Ooort  knew,  i<hen  they  acc«pt«d 
their  offices,  the  duties  they  had  to  perform, 
and  the  salaries  they  were  to  receive.  He 
thence  infera,  that  if  again  called  on  to  do  the 
iame  duties,  they  have  no  right  to  complain. 
Agreed :  but  that  is  not  the  question  between 
Qg.  Admitting  that  they  have  made  a  hard 
barf^in,  and  uBat  we  may  hold  them  to  a  strict 
performance,  is  it  wise  to  exact  their  oomplJance 
to  the  injnrj  of  onr  constituents  ?  We  are  ui«ed 
to  go  back  to  the  old  qrstem ;  but  let  us  first 
examine  the  effects  of  that  system.  The  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  rode  the  circuits,  and 
two  of  them,  with  the  assistance  of  a  district 
Jndge,  held  circnit  oourta  and  tried  causes.  As 
A  Supreme  Court,  they  have  in  most  cases  only 
Appellate  Jurisdiction.  In  the  fint  instance, 
therefore^  they  tried  a  canse,  ntting  as  an  infe- 
rior court,  and  then  on  appeal  tried  it  over 
Bgaiii,  as  a  Supreme  Court.  Thus,  then,  the 
appeal  was  from  the  sentence  of  the  jndgM  to 
the  judges  themselves.  But  say,  thot  to  avoid 
Qiis  impropriety,  yon  will  incapacitate  the  two 
jndges  who  sat  on  the  circuit,  from  dtting  in  the 
Bitpreme  Court  to  review  their  own  aecreee. 
Vou  IL— se 


Strike  them  <^;  and  suppose  either  the  same  • 
or  a  contrary  decision  to  have  been  made  on 
another  circuitry  two  of  their  brethren,  in  a 
similar  ease.  For  the  same  reascoi  you  strike 
them  off,  end  then  you  have  no  court  left.  Is 
this  wiset  Is  it  safet  Ton  place  yonrselvea 
iu  the  situation  where  yonr  ctUzens  must  be 
deprived  of  the  advantage  given  to  them  of  a 
court  of  appeals,  or  else  nm  the  greatest  rif& 
that  the  decidon  of  the  first  court  will  carry 
with  it  that  of  the  other. 

The  same  honorable  member  has  given  us  a 
history  of  the  law  passed  the  last  sesfdon,  which 
he  wishes  now  to  repeal.  That  history  is  aooo- 
rete,  at  least  in  one  important  part  of  it.  J 
believe  that  all  amendmenta  were  rejected,  per- 
tinaoioQsly  reacted ;  and  I  acknowledge  that  I 
Joined  heartily  In  that  reaction.  It  was  {or 
the  clearest  reason  on  earth.  We  all  perfectly 
understood,  that  to  amend  the  bill  was  to  de- 
stroy itj  that  if  ever  it  got  back  to  the  other 
EonsB,  it  wonld  perish.  Those,  therefnre,  who 
approved  of  the  Reneral  provisions  of  that  bill, 
were  determined  to  adopt  it  We  sought  t)te 
practicable  good,  and  woold  not,  in  pursuit  of 
unattainable  perfection,  sacrifice  that  good  to 
the  pride  of  opinion.  We  took  the  bill,  there- 
fore, with  its  imperfections,  convinced  that 
when  it  was  once  passed  into  a  law,  it  migBt  Im 
eanhr  amended. 

We  are  now  told,  that  this  procednre  was  im- 
proper; nay, that  it  was  indeoent  That  publio 
opinion  had  declared  itself  against  ns.  That  a 
m^ority  (holding  differu^  opinions)  was  already 
chosen  to  the  other  HouEe;  and  that  a  umilar 
m^ority  was  expected  from  that  in  which  wa* 
sit  Hr.  President,  are  we  then  to  onder^ 
stand  that  opposition  to  the  m^ority  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Congreffi,  'is  improper,  is  indecent? 
If  so,  what  ore  we  to  think  of  those  gentlemen, 
who,  not  only  with  proper  and  decent,  but  witi 
laadable  motives,  (tor  snch  is  their  claim,)  so 
long,  so  perseveringly,  so  pertinaciously  opposed 
that  voice  of  the  people,  which  had  so  repeat- 
edly, and  for  so  many  years,  declared  itself 
against  them,  through  the  organ  of  their  repr^ 
sentatives !  Was  ^is  indeoent  in  them  f  If 
not,  how  oonid  it  be  improper  for  us  to  seize 
the  only  moment  which  was  left  forthe  then 
m^ori^  to  do  what  they  deemed  a  necessary 
act  t  Let  me  again  refer  to  those  imperious  d&- 
mauds  of  the  eonstitntion,  which  called  on  us  U> 
establish  inferior  oonrts.  Let  me  remind  gen- 
tlemen of  their  assertion  on  this  floor,  that  cen- 
turies might  elapse  before  any  Judicial  system 
oonId  be  established  with  general  consent.  And 
then  let  me  ask,  being  thus  impressed  with  the 
sense  of  the  duty  and  the  difficnlty  of  perform- 
ing that  ardnoas  task,  was  it  not  wise  to  seize 
the  auspicious  moment! 

Among  the  many  stigmas  affixed  to  this  law, 
we  have  been  totd  that  the  President,  in  select- 
ing men  to  fill  the  offices  which  it  created,  made 
vacancies  and  filled  them  from  the  floor  of  tliis 
House;  and  that  but  for  the  influence  of  this 
ciroomBtanoe,  a  majority  in  fiivor  rf  it  oonld  not 
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hare  been  found.  Let  ng  examine  this  sasgw- 
tloD.  It  is  grounded  on  a  enppooltion  of  oor- 
rapt  inflnenoe  derived  &om  a  nope,  founded  on 
two  remote  and  anooeMiye  oon^ngenclee.  Fmt, 
the  Taoanof  migbt  <x  miglit  not  exist;  for  it 
'depended  as  wdl  on  the  aooeptanoe  of  another, 
H  on  the  Preeident's  nant ;  and  seoondlj,  tlie 


tore,  on  thia  nnstable  gronnd,  it  is  inferred  utat 
men  in  blsh  oonfideDOe  violated  thdr  dat;.  It 
is  hard  to  determine  tlM  inflnenoe  of  self-intereet 
on  the  heart  of  man.  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
make  tJie  attempt  In  the  preaent  oase,  it  ii 
noauble  that  the  impntation  ma;  be  Jost,  bat  I 
nope  not,  I  believe  not.  At  any  rate  ^eotiemen 
will  agree  with  me,  that  the  oalanlation  is  nn- 
oert^  and  tiie  coqjeotore  ragae. 

Bat  let  it  now,  for  argnment  sake,  be  admit- 
ted, aaving  always  the  repntatum  of  ^^inoraUe 
men,  who  are  not  Itere  to  defend  tbemeelves. 
Let  it  I  Bay,  for  argnment  sake  be  admitted, 
that  tae  gentlemen  aUoded  to  acted  ander  the 
tnflaeooe  of  im[ffoper  motives  What  then  1  Is 
alawthat  haareodved  the  varied  assent  requir- 
ed by  tlie  constitntlon,  and  ia  olotbed  with  all 
the  needfiil  formslitdes,  thereby  invBlidat«df 
Oan  f  on  impair  its  foroe  hy  Impeaohing  the 
motme  of  any  member  who  voted  for  It  I 
Doee  it  follow,  that  a  law  ia  bad  beoanse  all 
UuMe  who  oonoorred  in  it  caunot  give  good  rea- 
acKis  for  their  votes?  Is  it  not  before  as!  Uast 
we  not  Jndge  of  it  by  its  intringEo  merit !  Is  it 
&  fair  argOQient,  addMsed  to  onr  andrastand- 
ingi  to  say,  we  mnat  npeal  a  law,  even  a  good 
<ate,  if  the  enaoliiig  of  it  may  have  lieen  eSleoted 
in  any  d^ree  by  improper  modveet  Or  ts  the 
Judgment  of  this  Hotue  so  feeble,  that  it  may 
not  betrostedt 

Let  OS,  however,  examine  the  ohuue  otjjeoted 
to  on  the  ^und  of  the  oonatitntion.  It  is  aaid, 
tiiat  by  thu  law  the  district  Jadgee  in  TennasMe 
and  Kentaoky  are  removed  from  office,  by  mak- 
ing them  oirooit  jodgea.  And  again,  tbat  you 
have  by  law  appointed  two  new  offices,  those 
of  drouitjadgea,  and  filled  them  by  law,  instead 
of  pnrsalog  the  mode  of  appointment  preeorlbed 
by  the  oonslitation.  To  prove  all  this,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yir^ia  did  ns  the  &Tor  to  read 
thoaa  patta  of  the  law  which  he  condemns,  and 
if  I  oan  truat  to  my  memory,  it  is  dear,  from 
what  be  read,  that  the  taw  does  not  remove 
theae  district  Judges,  neither  does  it  appdnt 
them  to  the  office  of  cironit  judges.  It  does  in- 
deed pat  down  the  district  ooorta ;  but  it  is  so 
&r  from  deetroying  the  offices  of  district  judge, 
that  it  deolarea  the  persona  filling  tboee  offices 
shall  perform  the  duty  of  holding  the  dronit 
oonrta.  And  ao  &r  is  it  from  appointing  drcnit 
Judges,  that  it  dedares  the  drcnit  courts  '  " 
be  held  by  the  district  Judges.  Bat  gentlt 
oontend,  that  to  disoontinae  the  distnot  oa 
was  in  effect  to  remove  the  district  jDdg& 
This,  nr,  is  so  far  from  bdng  a  Joit  inference 
from  the  law,  that  the  direct  oontrarj  follows 
as  a  neoeasaiy  result ;  for  it  is  on  the  prindplt 


that  those  jadgea  oon^oe  in  oBm  after  their 
oonrta  are  disoontjnaed,  that  the  new  doty  ot 
holding  other  oonrts  is  asdgned  to  them.  But, 
g«ntlemai  eay,  this  dootrine  militatea  with  Ibe 
prineii^ca  we  oontend  fbr.  Bnrdynot  ItmaH 
M  reoolleoted,  air,  that  we  have  repeatedly  ad- 
mitted ibe  ri^t  of  the  Legialatnre  to  diiingc^ 
alter,  modify,  and  amend  ue  Jndldary  lystMa, 
so  as  beat  to  prtHDote  the  intwestarf  the  petniteb 
We  only  oontend  that  yon  sh^  not  exceed  or 
oontravene  the  anthori^  by  wUeh  yon  aeL 
Ba^  say  gmtlemen,  yon  forced  this  new  olBoa 
on  the  district  jndges,  and  tUa  ia  in  efibot  a  new 
appointment  I  answer,  that  the  qnestion  ean 
only  arise  on  the  refusal  of  those  jodgea  to  aot. 
But  is  it  onoonstttutional  to  asrign  new  dniiea 
to  ofSoera  already  edst^t  I  foar  that  if  this 
oonatraotion  be  adopted,  oar  labora  will  speedily 
end ;  fi»  we j^sll  be  so  shackled,  that  we  can- 
not move.  What  Is  the  praolioel  Do  we  not 
every  day  call  upon  particnlar  offloers  to  per- 
form duties  not  prenonaly  assigned  to^  or  ra- 
qnh^  of  them  I  Asd  most  the  Exeootiva  in 
every  aneh  ease  make  a  new  appointrnmlf 

But  as  a  fnrAer  reaarai  to  restore,  by  rqteat 
ing  thia  law,  the  old  mtem,  an  booonSle  mem- 
ber ftom  North  OaroMa  haa  told  ns,  the  JndgM 
of  the  Supreme  Court '  should  attMid  in  Um 
Btstei^  to  aoquire  a  oompeteot  biowledge  of  \o 
oal  InstitntloDS,  and  for  this  purpoae  ritooU 
oontinne  to  ride  the  dronite.  I  believe  there 
is  great  use  in  sending  young  men  to  travel ; 
it  tends  to  enlarge  their  views  and  give  tbMB 
more  libera  ideas  than  they  mi^t  otherwiM 


potseas.  N«y,  if  they  reaida  long  < 
fordgn  eoonti-iea  &ey  may  become  aoqaamtea 
with  the  mannws  of  Ifae  peofde  and  aoqoira 
some  knowledge  of  tbdr  oivil  institntionsL  But 
I  am  not  quite  oonvinoed  that  riding  rapidly 
ttota  one  end  of  tlus  oonntry  to  the  othu-  ia  the 
beat  w^  to  stndy  law.  I  am  Inolined  to  b^ 
lieve  that  knowledRe  may  be  tnott  oonvenieal^ 
aoquired  in  the  doset  than  in  the  hiofa  road,  it 
is  moreover  to  be  preenmed  that  ue  first  U»- 
gistrate  would,  in  seleoting  pwsons  to  fill  thcao 
offices,  tske  the  best  obaracten  frimi  the  diffep- 
ent  parta  of  the  oonntry,  who  already  poaseei 
the  needftd  aoqoirements.  Bat  adndttii^  that 
the  Preaident  sboold  not  duly  exwdse.  in  tUa 
reepeot,  his  discretionary  powers  and  admitting 
that  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  are  oorrect,  how 
wretdied  mast  be  oor  oonditioo  1  TImo^  o^ 
Judges,  when  oalled  on  to  axerdse  thrir  Amo- 
tjona,  would  but  begin  to  learn  their  trade,  and 
that  too  at  a  period  of  lifo  when  the  intdkctml 
powers  with  no  great  fidlity  ean  aoqidra  Mnr 
ideas.  We  ninst,  therefore,  have  a  double  set  of 
jadgea.  One  set  of  apprentk»jndgea  to  ridft 
droaila  and  team ;  the  other  set  of  masta^ 
Jndges,  to  hold  courts  and  decide  otatroverasK. 
We  are  told,  sir,  that  the  rmeal  aaked  tor  ii 
important,  in  that  it  may  esttbliab  a  preoedsBti 
for  that  it  is  not  merely  a  qneation  on  dw  pr^ 
priety  of  disbanding  a  oorpa  of  sixteen  nijc  ui] 
file ;  but  that  provision  may  hereafter  be  mad^ 
not  for  aixteea  but  for  Osteon  hondred  or  u- 
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(oen  tLooMiid  Jodgea,  and  that  it  maj  beootoe 
necMHTj  to  torn  Uiem  to  the  right  «boat.  Mr. 
i^rerident,  I  will  cot,  I  cannot  prasumes  that 
maj  noh  proviaioo  will  «ver  be  maie,  and 
therefbre  I  cannot  conceive  any  anoh  nMesait;; 
I  will  not  anppoMi,  (br  I  oannot  Bnppoee,  that 
•nr  partf  or  &cti(m  will  ever  do  aii7  thing  «o 
wfld,  m  extravagant.  Bnt  I  irlll  aik,  how  doea 
thia  itnuige  nipponlaon  oondtt  with  the  doo- 
trine  of  gentlemen,  that  MiUio  0[dni(ai  Is  a  nf- 
fiment  check  on  the  Legiilatnre,  and  a  aoffldent 
■afegoard  to  the  f«(tpw  t  Pot  the  caae  to  its 
oonaeqoeooea,  and  what  beoomea  of  the  dieokt 
Will  gentlemen  tav  it  is  to  be  finrnd  In  the  force 
of  thia  wise  precedentt  Is  thia  to  oontnrf  no- 
oeeding  rulers  in  their  wild,  thur  mad  career? 
Bnt  how  t  le  the  oreadon  of  Judicial  ofBoers 
the  onlv  thing  oonunitted  to  their  dieoretion  t 
Have  uisf  not,  according  to  the  doctrine  oon- 
tended  for,  onr  all  at  their  dispodtioD,  with  no 
other  checx  than  pnbBo  opinioo,  wbiob,  accord- 
ing to  the  enppodtton,  will  not  prevent  them 
tnm  oommitti^  the  greatest  folUea  and  abemv 
ditiesi  Take  then  all  the  gentleman's  ideas, 
and  eompare  them  together,  it  iriU  remit  that 
hne  i«  an  ineathnable  treaaore  put  Into  the 
hands  of  dmnkarda,  madmen,  and  fbols. 

Bat  away  with  all  theee  dWogatory  anppo^ 
ticma.  The  Leglslatare  ma;  b«  tmsted.  Oar 
Govemmoit  is  a  sTitem  ot  salotair  <diedks: 
one  IiMialatiTe  branch  le  a  oheck  on  the  otiier. 
And  ahonld  the  vudenoe  of  par^  spirit  bear 
both  of  them  awnv,  the  President,  an  officer 
hi^  in  honor,  liigfa  in  the  pnbllo  oonfldenoe, 
diarged  with  wei^^  coneema,  responnlile  to 
his  own  repntation  and  to  the  world,  stands 
ready  to  arrest  th^  too  impetnons  oonrse. 
TUs  is  onr  sTstem.  It  makes  no  mad  appeal  to 
•veiT  onb  m  the  oonntzy.  It  appeals  to  the 
sober  sense  of  men  selected  frmn  ^lelr  fellow- 
titiusaa  for  thnr  taloit^  ibr  tb^  virtne ;  of 
mra  advanoed  in  life,  and  of  matme  Jadgm^it 
It  mipeals  to  their  nnderstandlng,  to  their  io- 
tegri^,  to  their  honor,  to  thdr  love  of  bme,  to 
tMir  sense  of  shame.  If  all  these  checks  shcmld 
prove  insufficient,  and  alas  I  each  is  the  oondi- 
ticm  of  human  nature,  tliat  I  fear  they  will  not 
always  be  soffldent,  the  ooostitation  has  given 
ns  one  more :  it  has  given  us  an  independent 
Jndtdaiy.  We  have  been  told  that  the  Ezeoo- 
tiT«  authority  carries  your  laws  into  ezecution. 
Bnt  let  ns  notbe  the  onpes  of  sonnd.  Tlie  Ez- 
eeadve  Ua^strate  oonunauds  indeed  yonr  flecda 
•ad  annies;  and  daties,  imprntk  ejoiees.  and 
oUier  taxes  are  ooUeiMed,  and  all  expenditures 
■re  made  by  tdSoers  wb«n  be  has  upolnted. 
80  &r  indeed  he  exeootes  yonr  laira.  But  these, 
j^j^  g_._    _-__    ..    .._ 


are  th^  rendered  mdqtuidenL  Before  thai 
thai  you  violate  tltat  independenoa,  panse. 
There  are  State  sovereignldefl,  as  wdl  as  the 
•overeign^of  the  Oeneml  Government.  There 
■re  cases^  too  many  oases,  in  which  &e  inteneO 


of  ono  is  not  oonsldeted  u  the  interest  of  the 
other,  Slionld  theee  oonffiot,  if  the  Jndiciary  be 
gone,  the  ^aesUon  Is  no  longer  of  law,  bnt  of 
forces  This  is  a  state  of  things  which  no  honest 
and  wise  man  can  view  withoat  horror.  ^ 

Bnppoee,  in  the  omnipotence  of  yonr  LegUa- 
tlve  anthOTity,  yon  trench  upon  the  righle  of 
yoor  fallow-adaans,  by  pssring  an  onconstatn- 
titmtl  law.  If  the  Jodtoary  Department  pr^ 
serve  Ite  vigor,  It  will  stop  yon  abort  Instead 
(tf  ■  resort  to  armsj  there  wUl  be  a  hqipier  1^ 
peal  to  aigomenL  SapfMse  a  ease  stiu  m<H« 
Imprewve.  The  Preddent  Is  at  the  head  of 
yonr  annies.  Let  one  of  his  generals,  flnshed 
with  vIetoiT  and  proud  in  command,  presame 
to  tma^  on  the  rights  of  your  most  msignifi- 
oant  citizea :  indignant  of  the  wrong,  be  will 
demand  the  proteotitm  of  yonr  tribunals,  and,  saft 
in  the  shadow  of  their  wiogs,  will  lan|^  his  op- 

TUs,  sir,  leads  me  to  the  second  ot^  I  had 
prapoaed.  I  shall  therefore  pnv  yonr  Indul- 
giauM,  wUle  I  oondder  how  fiit-  this  measure  Is 
eotutrntunul  I  have  not  been  able  to  di»> 
cover  the  npedlenw,  bnt  will  now,  tar  argn- 
LB,  admit  ft}  and  here,  I  cannot  but 

_  > .  gjp  y^^  ritnatitm  of  an 

North  OaroHna.  Tied 
fut,  as  he  is,  by  his  instniotions,  orgomwit^ 
however  forcible^  can  never  be  effectnsL  I 
on^t,  therefore,  to  wish,  for  bis  sske,  that  his 
mind  may  not  be  convinced  by  onv  thing  I 
shall  Bsy ;  for  hard  indeed  would  be  hie  ooodl- 
Utm,  to  be  bound  by  tbetfontrarient  obligationa 
of  on  order  and  on  oath.  I  cannot,  however, 
bnt  express  my  profound  re^>eot  for  the  tslenta 
of  those  who  ^ve  him  bis  inMrnettons,  and  who, 
atting  at  a  distance,  without  hearing  the  argn- 
ments,  oould  better  oAdentand  the  sntfject  than 
th^  Senator  on  this  floor,  after  fhl]  discussion. 

The  honorable  member  from  Vininia  has  r»- 
peoted  the  distlnctii»  before  taken  between  the 
supreme  and  the  infteior  tribunals ;  he  has  In- 
wted  on  the  distinotl(«  between  the  woids 
sAoHandsMy;  has  inferred  from  thatdlstine- 
Idoti,  that  the  jodgee  of  the  inferior  coorte  are 
sutfjeotaof  Legislative  discretion;  and  has  con- 
tended that  the  word  may  indodes  sll  power 
respecting  the  enl^t  to  which  it  is  appUed, 
conseqaently  to  raise  up  and  to  pull  down,  to 
create  snd  to  destroy.  I  must  entreat  your  pa- 
tiooce,  sir,  while  I  (|o  more  into  this  subject 
than  ever  1  supposed  would  be  necessary.  By 
the  artiolee  so  oRon  qnoted,  it  is  declared, "  that 
the  Jodidal  power  of  the  United  States  sAoII  be 
veated  in  one  Snpreme  Oourt,  and  in  snob  is- 
f^or  oourts  as  the  Oongreas  may  trma  time  to 
time  estabUsh."  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  what  I  have  alreadv  srid  of  theee  Inferior 
courts  That  the  original  jnrisdiction  of  varions 
snl^eota  being  riven  exclosivety  to  them,  it  b^ 
came  the  booMen  dnty  of  Congress  to  estab- 
lish each  oonrta.  I  will  not  repeat  the  argn- 
mesit  already  nsed  on  that  snUecL  Bnt  I  wil 
ask  those  who  m^ed  the  distinotion  between 
the  Bnprame  Oourt  and  the  Infsrior  tribnnal^ 
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wheUier  a  law  w&s  not  previoasly 
fore  the  Supreme  Court  conld  be  organized. 
They  reply,  that  the  cooetitntion  says,  there 
thall  be  a  Snprenit)  Court,  and  thorefure  the 
^Ooagress  ore  commanded  to  organize  it,  while 
the  reet  is  left  to  their  discretion.  This,  sir,  is 
not  the  fact.  The  oonstitntion  Bays,  the  judicial 
{rawer  shall  he  rested  in  one  Supreme  Oourt, 
•nd  in  inferior  courts.  The  L^^alature  can 
therefore  only  o^^ize  one  Supreme  Court,  hot 
they  may  estahlisb  as  maoy  Jiferior  oonrts  as 
tliey  bIioU  think  proper.  The  deeignation  mode 
of  tbem  by  the  coostitntioo  is,  auoh  inferior 
ooorts  as  the  Congrese  may  &om  time  to  time 
ordwn  and  ostabliBh.  But  why,  say  gentlemen, 
fix  precisely  one  Sopreine  Court,  and  leare  the 
rest  (o  Le^;iBlatiTe  disoretion!  The  answer  is 
simple  :  it  rgBotts  from  the  nature  of  things 
from  the  existent  and  probable  state  of  oor 
ooontry.  There  was  no  difficolty  In  deading 
that  one  and  only  one  Snpreme  Oonrt  woiild  be 
proper  or  necesary,  to  wnich  should  lie  appeals 
from  inferior  tribnn^  Net  so  as  to  taese. 
The  United  States  were  advancing  In  rapid  pro- 
grsasion.  Their  population  of  three  nuliions  was 
soon  to  beoome  five,  then  ten,  afterwards 
twenty  millions.  This  wafl  well  known,  as  far 
as  the  futnre  can  become  an  object  of  human 
comprehension.  In  this  increase  of  numbers, 
with  a  still  greater  increase  of  wealth,  with  the 
extension  of  our  commerce  and  the  progress  of 
the  arts,  it  was  evident  that  although  a  great 
many  tribunals  would  beoome  necessary,  it  was 
impossible  to  determine  either  on  the  precise 
number  or  the  must  convenient  form.  The  con- 
vention did  not  pretend  to  this  preacienoe; 
but  had  they  possessed  it,  would  it  have  been 
proper  to  have  established,  then,  all  the  tribn- 
oala  neoenaryfor  allfotnre  times!  Would  it 
have  been  wise  to  have  planted  courts  among 
the  Chickftsawa,  the  Ohootawa,  the  Cberokeea 
tbe  Tuscaroras,  and  6oi  knows  bow  many 
more,  becanse  at  some  fiitare  day  the  regions 
over  which  tbey  roam  might  be  cnltivated  by 
polished  men  I  Was  it  not  proper,  wise  and 
necessary,  to  leave  in  tho  discretion  of  Congress 
the  number  and  the  kind  of  coorts  which  they 
might  find  it  proper  to  establish  fbr  the  purpose 
designated  by  the  constitution!  This  siniple 
statement  of  facta — facta  of  public  notoriety — is 
aloneaanfScientoommenton,  and  explanation  of^ 
the  word  on  which  gentlemen  have  so  much  re- 
lied. The  convention  in  framhig,  the  people  in 
adopting,  this  compact  say  the  judicial  power 
shall  extend  to  many  cases,  the  original  oogni- 
canoe  whereof  shall  be  by  the  iofbrior  courts ; 
but  it  is  neither  necessary,  nor  even  poamble 
now  to  determine  their  number  or  their  form; 
that  essential  power,  therefore,  shall  vest  in  such 
Inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time 
to  time,  in  the  progression  of  time,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  indication  of  olrcamstBDces,  establish ; 
not  provide,  or  determine,  bat  establish.  Not 
a  mere  temporary  provision,  bnt  an  establish- 
ment. I^  after  this,  it  bsd  sdd  in  general 
terms,  that  judges  should  hold  theiroffloes  daring 
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good  behavior,  cpnld  a  doubt  have  eiieted  on 
the  interpretation  of  this  act,  under  all  lu  u- 
tending  oircnmstances,  that  the  judges  of  thein- 
ferior  courts  were  intended  as  well  m  tlioee  of 
the  Supreme  Court!  But  did  the  franienaf 
the  constitution  stop  here?  Is  there  then  no- 
thing morel  Did  they  risk  on  the«e  grsmmati; 
cal  nioetitis  the  fate  of  America!  DiatiieTrest 
here  the  most  important  branch  of  our  Govern- 
ment! LitUe  important,  indeed,  as  to  foreidii 
danger;  but  infinitely  valnable  to  our domesllD 
peaoe,  and  to  personal .  proteetiou  sgainst  (tit 
oppression  of  our  rulers.  No;  lest  a  donbt 
should  be  raised,  they  have  careftilly  conn«cted 
thejndgesof  botii  courts  in  theeanie  seatence; 
they  have  said,  "  the  judges  both  of  the  sapreme 
and  inferior  courts,"  thns  coupling  them  insep- 
arably together.  Yon  may  out  the  bands,  bnt 
you  can  never  untie  them.  With  salutary  cau- 
tion, they  devised  this  clause  to  arrest  the  over- 
bearing temper  which  they  knew  belonped  W 
Legislative  bodies.  They  donot  ssy  the  jodges, 
simply,  but  the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  in- 
ferior courts  shall  hold  their  offices  dnrioggDod 
behavior.  They  say,  therefore,  to  the  Lepdi- 
ture,  yon  may  Judge  of  the  propriety,  the  niiB- 
ty,  the  necessity,  of  organizing  these  conrtt; 
but  when  established,  you  have  done  voni 
duty.  Anticipating  the  conrse  of  pis^n  in 
future  times,  they  say  to  the  Legisurture,  jm 
shall  not  disgrace  yourselves  by  exhibiting  Ihe 
indecent  spectacle  of  Judges  established  by  tme 
Legislature  removed  by  another.  We  will  mt« 
yon  also  from  yourselves.  We  say  thee*  jiidpss 
shall  hold  theiroffloes;  and  surdy,  «r,  to  pre- 
t«nd  that  they  eon  hold  tbmr  office  after  tin 
office  is  destroyed,  is  oontemptibte. 

The  ttamen  of  this  oonstitntion  bd  ihd 
much,  read  much,  and  deeply  reflecteol  They 
knew  by  experience  tie  yiolence  of  popolir 
bodies,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  once  that 
day  many  of  the  States,  taught  by  eiperiene^ 
have  found  it  necessary  to  change  their  fornu 
of  government  to  avoid  the  effects  of  thst  vio- 
lence. The  convention  contemplated  the  reiy 
act  you  now  attempt.  They  knew  aL»o  the 
jealousy  and  the  power  of  the  8tate9;"«nd  thej 
established  for  your  and  for  their  prolecliM 
this  moat  important  department.  I W  P^*" 
men  to  hear  and  remember  what  I  si; :  >t  >* 
this  department  alone,  and  it  is  the  indepw- 
denoe  of  this  deportment,  which  on  save  Tin 
from  dvil  war.  Yes,  sir,  adopt  the  longnap  « 
gentlemen,  say  with  them,  by  the  act  to  nbica 
yon  are  urged,  "if  we  cannot  remove  thejndj- 
es  we  can  destroy  them."  Estabhsh  thu  ih« 
dependence  of  the  Judiciary  Department  ^n* 
will  resort  to  them  for  protection  against  roal 
Who  will  oonfide  in,  who  will  be  bonnd  ly 
their  decrees  I  Are  we  then  to  resort  to  th« 
ultimate  reason  of  kings  1  Are  onr  argomenla 
to  fly  from  the  mouths  of  onr  cannon! 

Is  there  a  member  of  this  House,  who  an 
lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  say  that,  cod^- 
ently  with  the  plain  words  of  our  oonatitntiiio, 
we  have  a  rif^t  to  repeal  this  law!    1  behew 
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noL  Aad  it  we  nadertake  to  oooatrne  this  con- 
gtitntioD  to  our  pnrpoeoa,  and  uj  that  pablic 
opinion  is  to  be  onr  judge,  there  is  aoend  toaU 
constitntions.  To  What  will  not  this  dangerous 
doctrine  lead  I  Should  it  to-da^  be  the  popnlar 
wish  to  deetroj  the  first  Uagistrate,  ;oo  can 
destro;^  him;  aod  should  he  to-morrow  be  sble 
[o  conciliate  to  him  the  popnlar  will,  trad  lead 
them  to  wish  for  jonr  destruction,  it  is  enailj 
effected.  Adopt  this  principle  and  the  whim 
of  the  moment  wUl  not  only  be  the  law,  but  the 
constitution  of  our  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  mentioned 
a  gnat  nation  brought  to  the  feet  of  one  of  her 
servants.  But  why  is  she  In  that  sitiiationt  Is 
it  not  because  popukr  opinion  was  called  on  to 
decide  every  thing,  nntil  those  who  wore  bayo- 
nets decided  for  aU  the  rest  ?  Onr  sitoation  is 
peculiar.  At  present  onr  national  compact  can 
prevent  a  State  from  acting  hostilely  towards 
the  general  interest.  Bat  let  this  compact  be 
destroyed,  and  each  State  becomes  inatanto- 
neonsly  vested  with  absolnte  sovereignty.  Is 
there  no  instance  of  a  Bimilsr  situation  to  be 
Ibond  in  history!  Loolc  nt  the  States  of  Greece. 
They  were  once  in  a  condition  not  nnlike  to  that 
in  which  we  should  thou  stand.  They  treated 
the  recommandatioos  of  their  Ampbiotyonic 
Conncil  (which  was  more  a  meeting  of  Ambas- 
tadors  than  a  Legislative  assembly)  as  we  did  the 
resolntions  of  the  old  Congress.  Are 
So  they  were.  Are  we  valiant  t  They  also 
were  brave.  Have  we  one  common  language, 
and  are  we  nnlted  under  one  bead!  In  this, 
also,  there  was  a  strong  resemblance.  But,  by 
their  divisions,  tbej  be«ame  at  first  victims  to 
the  ambition  of  Philip,  and  were  at  length  swal- 
lowed np  in  the  Soman  empire.  Are  we  to 
form  an  exception  to  the  general  principles  of 
nature,  and  to  all  the  examples  of  history! 
And  are  the  maxims  of  experience  to  tieoome 
false,  when,  applied  to  our  fatef 

Some,  indeed,  flatter  them  selves  that 
tiny  will  be  lilie  that  of  Rome.  Bucti,  indeed, 
it  roigfat  be,  if  we  had  the  same  wise  but  vile 
aristocracy,  nnder  whose  guidance  thev  became 
the  masters  of  the  world.  But  we  have  nc' 
that  strong  aristocratia  ann,  which  can  seixe 
wretched  citizen,  sconrged  almost  to  death  by 
remorseleas  creditor,  torn  him  into  the  raohs, 
and  bid  him,  as  a  solditr  Itear  onr  eagle  in  tri- 
umph round  the  glolwl  I  hope  to  God  we 
shall  never  have  such  an  abominable  institution. 
Bot  what,  I  ask,  will  be  the  situation  of  these 
States  (organized  as  tbey  now  are)  if^  by  the  dis- 
■olotioa  m  onr  national  ctmipact,  they  be  left  to 
tliemselTea)  What  is  tbe  probable  result!  We 
shall  either  be  the  victims  of  foreign  intrigue, 
and  split  into  factions,  fall  imder  the  donJna- 
tion  c^  a  foreign  power,  or  else,  after  the  misery 
and  torment  of  oivil  war,  become  the  subjects  of 
a  osnrping  military  despot.  What  bot  this  com- 
pact— what  but  this  spei^o  part  of  it,  can  save 
OS  from  rain!  The  Judicial  power,  that  fortress 
of  the  conatitation,  is  now  to  be  overturned. 
T«%  with  honest  Ajaz,  I  wonld  not  only  throw 
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ashield  before  it,  I  wonld  build  around  it  a  wall 
of  brass.  But  I  am  too  weak  to  defend  the  ram- 
part against  the  host  of  assailants.  I  must  call 
ly  assistance  their  good  sense,  tlieir  patriot- 
ond  their  virtue.  Do  not,  gentlemen,  suffer  . 
the  rage  of  passion  to  drive  reason  from  her  seat. 
If  this  law  be  indeed  bad,  lei  us  Join  to  remedy 
the  defects.  Has  it  been  passed  in  a  manner 
which  wonnded  your  pride,  or  aronsed  your  ro- 
sentment!  Have,  I  conjure  yon,  the  magnar 
nimity  to  pardon  that  ofi'ence,  I  entreat,  I  im- 
plore yon  to  sacrifice  those  angry  passions  to  the 
interests  of  onr  cOontry,  Pour  out  this  pride 
of  opinion  on  the  altar  of  patriotism.  Let  it  be 
an  eipiatory  libation  for  the  weal  of  America. 
Do  not,  for  God's  sake,  do  not  suffer  that  pride 
to  plunge  us  all  into  the  abyss  of  min.  Indeed,, 
indeed,  it  will  be  hut  of  liltle,  very  little  avail, 
wliother  one  opinion  or  the  other  be  right  or. 
wrong ;  it  will  heal  no  wounds,  it  will  pay  no 
debta,  !t  will  rebuild  no  ravaged  towns.  Do 
not  rclj  on  that  popular  will,  which  has  brougiht 
«  frail  beings  into  political  existence.  That 
)pinion  is  but  a  changeable  thing.  It  will  soon 
;nange.  This  very  measure  will  change  it. 
Ton  will  be  deceived.  Do  not,  I  beseech  you, 
n  reliance  on  a  foundation  so  frail,  commit  the 
dignity,  the  harmony,  the  existence  of  our  nation 
to  the  wild  wind.  Trust  not  your  treasure  to 
the  waves.  Throw  not  your  compass  and  your 
charts  into  the  ocean.  Do  not  believe  that  its 
billows  will  waft  you  into  port.  Indeed,  in- 
deed, von  will  be  deceived.  Cast  not  away 
this  only  anchor  of  our  safety.  I  have  seen  ita 
progress.  I  know  the  difficulties  through  which 
it  was  obtained.  I  stand  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  and  of  the  world :  and  I  declare  to 
you,  that  if  you  lose  this  charter,  never,  no, 
never  will  yon  get  another!  We  are  now,  per- 
haps, arrived  at  the  parting  point  Here,  even 
here,  we  stand  on  the  brink  of  fate.  Pause — 
pause  I     For  He«ven*s  sake,  pause  I 

Wkmjksdat,  February  8. 

The  qneation  was  then  taken  on  the  finsl  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  and  deteroiined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  16,  nays  IG,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Mcun.  AndenoD,  Baldwin.  Bradley, 
BieckeuridEe,  Brown,  Cocke,  EUeiy,  T.  Foster, 
Franklin,  JacLaaii,  Logan,  S.J.  Muon,  Nichdai^ 
Stone,  Smntar,  and  Wright. 

Nats. — Meuri,  Chipman,  rolhoon,  Daytoa,  D. 
Foster,  HlUlioaie,  Howard,  J.  Mann,  Moiri^  Ogden, 
Oloott,  Roai,  Sheafii,  Tracy,  Wel^  and  White.* 

Bo  it  was  Retohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be 

igrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  net 
. .  repeal  oertMn  acta  respecting  the  organization 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 

purposes."  

Satcbdat,  April  17. 

The  VioB  FRXsmBNT  being  absent,  the  Senats 
......  ..  jjj^  election  of  a  President  pro 
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tempera,  aa  the  oonititiitioii  eo  provides  ;  and 
the  honorable  Abrabui  Baldwin  was  ohoMD. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  Searetuj  notify  the  Boom 
of  BejpeMntatiTea  of  this  electioD. 

On  moticm,  it  was 

Orierti,  That  the  Seoretarj  -wtit  on  the 
pBaaranre  ov  tbx  UnmD  States,  and  aoqnunt 
Urn  that  the  Senate  hare,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Vioi  PaisiDKm',  elected  the  honorable  Aska- 
wiir  Baldwin  their  I^^dent  pro  tempore. 

MoiTDAT,  April  86. 
Seti^  to  Widewt  and  Orphan*  tjf  Natal 

and  JfbrJM  Ojteen. 
The  Senate  reenmed  the  third  readliiK  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  cert^  persona  who  have 
died,  or  mar  hereafter  dlo,  in  the  naval  serrice 
<^  the  United  States." 

On  motion  to  strike  oot  the  seoond  aecdon  of 
the  bill,  to  wit: 

"3*0.3.  And  U  ayWrtilw  di™^  TUt  if  anj 
oommluIoDod  or  miraot  officer  of  the  navy,  or  ooui' 
id  offloar  of  Muisei,  have  cUad,  cr  *hall  bere- 


»rftbe  Uaitsd  States,  or hanbeenloat 
•t  Na,  or  drowned,  w  shall  LsieBftw  b«  krt  at  sea, 
edr  drowned,  while  In  the  Mnrioe  as  afNesaM,  and  la 
Ilia  aotaiBllineaf  hlidntj,  and  shall  leave* widow, 
or  If  not,  leave  a  ohlU  oroUldren,  oudsr  age,  taeh 
widow.  oTSDchohild,oiehildr«n,attbecucmsjbe, 
ahsll  be  Entitled  to,  and  ncaiTS,  the  half  of  the 
nionthl;  pav  to  whioh  ths  deceased  was  enticed  st 
the  time  of  iiit  death,  and  for  and  doiiiw  tiie  tei 
fksjsan.  And  in  case  (]f  the  death  or  blennac 
ofnich  iddow,  befbre  the  exidiatloii  of  the  sidd 
itf  five  jesra,  the  half  par  fin  fiw  leddn*  of  the 
ihaUgo  to  the  child  or  ohflclreo  of  sDch  deoeased  offloer 
nader  the  age  of  rixteen  jean ;  and,  in  like  manner, 
Hm  allowance  to  the  child  or  children  of  snoh  deceased, 
tn  oaaa  Qieie  be  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  do  hmger 
Aaa  doling  the  time  than  is  a  chud  or  childien 
mider  the  age  of  listean  Tears.' 

It  passed  In  the  afBrmatlTe— reaa  IS,  nays  8, 
as  foOowB : 

Yua.— HeasTh  Andeieon,  Bsldwhi,  Biadler, 
Blown,  Clmlon,  Cocke,  Darton,  T.  Foster,  Franklin, 
Jaduon,  S.  T.  Hasoo,  C^en,  Olcott,  Stone,  Sum- 
tor,  and  Wii^ 

NATa.— Messrs.  EIlei7,  Dwi^t  Foster,  Howard,  J. 
Ibaon,  H<siis,  mdiolas,  Walls,  and  White. 


mn/OtBrni 

^a»Bvm^-.., 

'  ptusoanoe  eiBw  ao^  entitled  "  An  aot  siqtple- 
^  to  the  act,  entitled 'An  aot  for  an  amleabU 
mont  of  Umits  with  the  Stale  of  Georpa,  and 

•DthorUiw  the  aatab"  '       -  * '- "'^- 

Usds^p^Tarritoi7, 

Statft  Albeit Gallatii,  _ 

Leii  Linctdn,  Attoiner  Ganoal  oflha 

were  apwdnlad  ConumsnoMn,  to  settle  b^ 

mIsB,  with  tite  OommtsAmen  updntad  t>j  the  ^le 

tl  Qeoi^^  tlie  claims  and  oestion  to  which  the  said 

aet  ha*  lelatlan. 


Aitiohii  of  Bgieement  and  oesaion  hne  anindhigl; 
been  entered  into  and  tigncd  faj  lbs  snd  Connoli- 
■kmsrs  cf  the  United  States  and  of  Oaor^s,  wUcli, 
as  the;  leave  a  right  to  CimgrM>  to  sot  upon  dna 
Iegt*lstiTel7,  at  anj  time  widun  aii  mcmtla  aft* 
their  date,  I  baTe  thongfat  It  m;  dnly  immediitdj 

acnnmnnicata  to  the  Legidsten. 

TH.  JEFFEBSON. 

ArsiL  2S,  ISOa. 

The  Message  and  doonmenta  thermn  iriemd 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  tat  tbt 
nse  of  the  Senate. 

TunoAT,  April  9T. 
Sata  Qotemment/er  Okie. 

The  Senate  renuned  the  second  readins  of  the 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Eaet«rti  diTuioii 
of  the  territory  north- west  of  the  river  Ohio  to 
form  a  oonstitation  and  State  govemmeDt. 

On  motion,  section  eiith,  to  strike  out  the 
fbllowinp  words,  reported  by  the  oommittee  to 
be  stmck  out,  and  which  report  was  smanded, 
as  follows : 

mvenlion  of  ths  nd  StsM 
part,  assent  that  eaeh  and  aierr  bttt 
Oj  Coogrwa,  tmm  and  sfttr  Ae  tOat 
day  of  Jnne  next,  shall  be  and  icm^  eitsaiS  boa 
any  tax  laid  by  order  erimder  authority  of  tluSlsl^ 
whether  fin-  State,  ooonty,  township,  or  asj  tditr 
pnrpoea  whatever,  for  the  term  of  fite  ysen  6i»  ss* 
altar  &a  day  of  asle  :' 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  12,  nifa  U, 
as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messra.  Bradtoy,  Brown,  Dayt«,  D^ 
Foster,  Howard,  J.  Mason,  Harris,  Ogdan,  OkMt, 
Tracy,  Wells,  snd  Whha. 

Nats. — Meesn.  Andanoo,  Bsldwin,  Breckanndge, 
Clinton,  Elloiy,  T.  Foster,  Fr»nhKn,  .Jaii^soB,  Logsa, 
S.  T.  Uason,  innbi^as.  Stone,  Somtar,  and  Wii^ 

On  motion  to  strike  ont  the  worf*  reportrf 
by  the  oonunittoe  to'  be  etmok  oot  nt  leC&a 
nzUi,  and  amended  as  follows: 

<■  TlarcL  That  coe-twentieth  part  of  Os  nS  ^ 
eeeds  of  the  lands  lying  ■within  the  ssid  SW^  iM 
by  CoDDress,  ttom  end  after  &a  thiiliathdsjcf  Jm« 
Dent,  after  dedoctiiu  ell  •xpenses  inddtat  to  As 
lune,  shall  ba  mpplitd  to  the  Isyii^  cot  aad  mskiiis 
pebho  roads,  leadhy  from  tiie  narinUs  wsW 
Msptying  into  the  AtlsnOo  to  the  Ohio,  <r  to  « 
navigable  waters  thanof;  and  a««ilinB*d  thiee^  "• 
said  Statsi  enoh  leads  ft>  be  leid  vet  ante  As 
authority  of  Ccuiess  with  dte  ooassal  of  Ae  mmM 
SWee  throi^  whiA  die  nnd  shall  ;«ss  i* 

Itpanedin  the  negative— yeaa  lS,ii^l*> 
as  Mows: 

TKAS^Hessrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Daytoo,  I)«^ 
Faster,  Howard,  J.  Mason,  Maab,  <^d«,  (WMt, 
Traoy,  Walla,  and  White. 

Nats.— Heme.  AndeMoo,  Baldwin,  Brackaandp, 
CUnton,  EDeiy,  T.  Foster,  Franklin,  Jmksoa,  Logs^ 
S.  T.  Mason,  mchtOaa,  Stone,  Somtir,  snd  Wii^ 

On  motion  to  strike  ont  tiseo  woHi^  reporW« 
by  the  oonunittee  to  be  atrnck  out  irf  the  axtb 
section: 

"  Seixmd.  That  the  six  mDes  rsssrvatton,  IndatW 
-aim  S<*«  Sail 
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Sprinn  Aa  nit  jprinp  nau  tbe  Mniklngnm  BItbt, 
ni  in  the  Bilitarf  tract,  with  the  ■eotiont  cf  land 
wUdi  Incloda  the  wm,  dull  he  gruited  to  the  Mid 
ffliUi.  Ibr  the  Qie  of  the  people  thereof^  the  aune  to 


I  the  Legielaton  of  the  uid  Sb 
vTided  the  i^  LegUetnn  ihall  n 


Tu«.— Hbmi.  Btowd,  Dwlght  Farter,  Howwd,  J. 
HuDn,  UMTii,  O^aa,  Oleott,  end  Tncy. 

Katb.— UeMl.  Andemn,  Beldwin,  Bndlej, 
Bieckenridae,  Clinton,  Dayton,  EHerj,  T.  Foeter, 
IVBokHn,  Jeekwn,  Ltwu^  S.  T.  Huon,  NIcbobu, 
Shne,  Smnter,  WelU,  White,  and  Wright, 

And  the  bill  being  farther  ameaded,  it  wm 
ordered  to  the  tUrd  readiag  aa  amended. 

THumuT,  April  80. 

Mr.  8.  T.  Uaboit  preaented  the  petition  of 

Darid  Brown,  of  UaB8aohi»ett&  pnring  oom- 

potttlion  for  hit  •aflbriDss  wule  imprisoned 

— ■ *-"Te  of  the  Jndioial  court,        -=Ji- 


ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Fbidat,  April  80. 
Itr.  TsAur,  ftom  the  oononittee  to  whom 
ma  referred,  on  the  SSth  instant,  the  bill  to 
cany  into  eOTeot  a  reeolntion  of  OoDRreea  ' 
erectinc  a  monnment  to  the  roemoiy  of  the 


GMienJ  David  Woo«ter,  reported  aiiiendmenta ; 
which  ware  read,  and  ordered 


i  to  lie  for  oon- 


The  Sraate  reanined  the  oonalderation  d  the 
rmort  of  the  commhtee  on  the  petition  cf  John 
Owrea  B  jmrnea,  whkh  waa  adopted,  >a  foUowa 


L  That,  Id  Om  Tear  1T86,  Ae  petitioner  antend 
jtto  a  eoobeet  with  the  United  SMI««,  nwMi  a  Gdr 
ecwidentiaiL  for  the  panshaae  of  one  mJllHin  of  a 


h  the  United  SMI««,  ni 
Jm  panshaae  of  one  nuT 
ct  bnd  In  the'  Nottt-VMtem  Tcnltoiy. 


nasy  pared*  dMcnof  t 

■ether  *lUi  him  into  that  new  ooi 

thnualrea  Aen. 

S.  That,  hi  the  jear  119*,  the 
KpalentiimdeTtheaathoti^cfalawwUohtBBhlad 
(be  Prerideat  of  the  United  Statei  to  make  the 
•BDM,  file  MKh  proportion  of  the  one  mQHon  cf  aorei^ 
lAieh  had  at  tint  time  been  pidd  fiir,pnnDantto  the 
inting  to  811,eaS  aoiei  cf  the  mid 

4.  That  the  petitioner,  after  the  laid  in  part  MBl- 
-    '  -'  tlw  dde  of  hoth  the  partiee 

.__    .-.-...     .    .  .   o  nake  lalea  (ai  ha  before 

d  done  In  n^eot  to  tlie  land)  for  which  he  had 


miDioa  cf  aerea  of  land. 
.  Thattli 
itof  Oe 


.  eneottag 

Bab  the  titb  when  he  thoold  reodre  bit  patent 
1  hehadbcfore 


5,  That  no  anthoritr  haa  been  given  bj  law,  oc 
otherwin,  that  can  be  fomid  bj  jonr  committee, 
whereby  the  lald  oontract  can  be  oamed  into  execn- 


on  behalf  of  the  United  Statei,  upon  the  paj- 
mant  of  the  rami  ftrlhar  itipolaled  to  b«  palQ  by 
the  petitioner,  agraeably  to  hii  contract,  wheiebj  he 
ia  entitled  to  a  patent,  opoo  paTTDeot  of  nidi  itipn- 
laled  nma;  wUchpaTmentt  thepetittoneraTCr*  tte 
alwap  haa  been,  and  itlll  b,  ready  to  pay  end  pei- 
fonn,  ai  thereonto  teqiiied  hj  hl«  eofttcact. 

8.  That  fonr  eoamilttee,  tna  tin  papoa  and 
docnmentt  laid  befbre  tiiem  by  tike  petuloner,  or 
from  the  elatement  wUch  he  ha*  made,  do  not  per- 
— ' --  that  the  petitioner  hai  dona  any  one  act,  or 


by  law,  enabling  any 
pereon  to  cany  into  exeontion  me  i^d  contract  on 
behalf  of  the  United  Stat**;  but,  oi     ' 


tiie  eaid    contract  haT«  ooaaed  and  detennined; 
"     tite  operaticai  of  whliAlawi  the  eaid  petitioner 
.  and  yonr  eommltto*  believe,  that  the  eaid  pe- 


attor  d*>toMitkm  and  totu  wBile  of  hi*  whole  p' 

adoption  of  the  reeolotit^ 


&  Yonr  oommittee,  tiie  p 


i*  whole  puni^. 
a  eonaidered,  beg 


aeoompanyiH  tid*  teport  I 
nmhti,  That  tin  Pmidtiiti/tiie  United  S 


direct  the  Attorney  General  to  ex- 
into  tike  oi»traat  entered  Into  between  the 
United  Statea  and  John  Clevei  Symme^  Eiq,,  and 
othei\  bearing  date  on  tiia  IStii  of  October,  1766, 
and  all  the  oontracta  and  law*  relative  thereto  ;  and 
all  the  tnmiactianj  which  may  legally  or  eqnltablv 
aibct  the  aame,  aa  far  aa  they  may  come  to  hu 
knowledge ;  and  to  make  a  report  of  the  aame  to 
the  Senate  at  their  next  leetioo,  together  with  hi* 
opinion  whether  the  aaid  John  Clevea  Symma*  hat 
any  olumi,  and  what,  t^oo  the  United  Statei,  in 
virtae  of  the  mdcxmtrac^  or  a^y  other  oootract,  or 
law  raedkatednpoa  the  aame  i  and  that  the  fiirUur 
oontiteation  of  the  petition  of  laid  John  den* 


And  the  report  waa  adopted. 

Ordartd,  That  the  Secretary  lay  thia  reeoln- 
tion before  the  FuwDKHTor  >bk  UBirBoBrAna, 

The  reeolntitm  of  the  Honse  of  Bqireeenta- 
tivca,  antiioridng  Ote  Prerident  of  tlie  Senate 
and  the  Speaker  ot  the  Honae  <tf  B^neeenta- 
tivea  to  a^onm  their  leapeotive  Honaea  tm 
Batnrdaj  the  first  day  of  Ha  j,  waa  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makbgai^nqRia- 
tiona  for  the  IQUtarj  Eitabliahment  ot  the 
United  Statea  In  the  year  one  thonaand  ri^t 
honied  and  two,"  waa  read  the  third  time  and 
paaaed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  afipropriv 
tiona  fia-  the  anpport  of  Qovemment  for  the 
year  one  thonaand  eight  hundred  and  two," 
waa  read  the  third  tiine> 

Setohtd,  That  thia  bill  do  paaa  aa  amended. 

The  bill  making  an  ^kpropriation  for  the  anp- 
port trf  the  Kavj  of  the  Cmted  Statea,  for  the 
year  one  thonaand  eight  hnndred  and  two,  war 
read  the  third  time  aa  amended. 
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On  motioD  to  gtrike  oat  the  third  Beotion, 
agreed  to  jesterday,  tt  paaeed  ]n  the  affirmative 
— JOBS  13,  nays  11,  as  foUovs : 

Tu&— Heun.  Bndle;,  Brown,  Dwiglit  Forter, 
Howard,  Morrii,  Nicholai,  Ogd«ii,  Olcott,  Tiacj, 
Weill,  ^VMte,  aod  Wiif^t. 

Naii. — Mwm.  Audenou,  Baldwin,  Brsckeiiridg«, 
CliotoD,  Cooke,  EUeij,  FranVlin,  Login,  S.  T.  Uuon, 
Sume,  and  Sumter. 

Eetahed,  That  this  bill  do  pasa  with  tlie 
mneDdmente. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
establiEhment  of  certain  districts,  and  therein 
to  amend  on  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  dntiea  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
and  for  other  pnrposes,' "  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed  with  on  amendment. 

Mr.  B&Aj)LKr,  fh)m  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  6th  and  7th  instant^  the 

Setition  of  El^ah  Brainard,  also  the  petition  of 
onathon  Snowden,  reported  that  the  considera- 
tion of  said  petitions  be  severallj  postponed  to 
the  next  session  of  Oongrees,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  same  were  referred  be  dia- 
oharged,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  T,  M&BON,  from  the  committM  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th  instant,  the 
bin  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  Citj 
of  Washington  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia,  re- 
ported amendments;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  it  wa^ 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  for  the  bettor  aecnrity 
of  public  money  and  property  in  the  hands  tuf 
pnblio  officers  and  agents,  aa  amended  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  be  postponed  to  the 
nest  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  8.  T.  HuoN,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  S9th  instant^  the 
bill  additional  to,  and  amendatory  of,  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  oonceming  the  District  fk 


MoBDAT  Ennnn},  1\  o'clock,  Hay  8. 
AdjoummaiU 

A,  message  fh>m  the  House  of  Bepreeeatv 
lives  informed  the  Benato  that  the  Honse  have 
^pointed  a  coromittee  on  thdr  part,  with  each 
aa  the  Senate  may  appoint,  to  wait  on  iIn 
Przsidxnt  op  thx  United  States,  and  nolifr 
him  that,  nnless  he  hatli  any  fhrther  commnni- 
oatioDs  to  make  to  the  two  Honses  of  Congress, 
they  are  ready  to  aclionm,  aod  they  desire  ibe 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  tock  Into  con^deration  the  reso- 
lation  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  appoint- 
ing a  committee,  Jointiy,  with  snch  as  the  Sen- 
ate may  appoint,  to  wait  on  the  Pbebidmxt  or 
THE  Uhited  Btatbb  and  noti^  him  of  the  pro- 
poeed  at^oomment  of  t^a  two  Hotuee  oi  Oen- 
grt«B;  and 

Jietohed,  That  they  do  conenr  ther«ia,ud 
that  Measra,  Ellebt  and  Oiastos  be  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ur,  Ellxkt,  from  the  Joint  committee,  re- 
ported that  thev  had  w^ted  on  the  PEEsmm 
OF  im  UsiTED  5Tirj(&  agreeably  to  the  vote  of 
the  two  Honses,  and  that  he  informed  them  he 
had  no  farther  bnsiness  to  commanicale. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  to  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  bar- 
ing completed  the  bnsiness  of  the  setsion,  ore 
ready  to  a^jonm. 

A  message  from  the  Bonse  of  BepreseDta- 
tivee  informed  the  Senate  that  the  Eonw  of 
Bepreaentatives  having  completed  the  bnsaM 
before  them  are  about  to  aiUoum. 

TPherenpon,  the  Senate  a4joDmed  to  the  fint 
Monday  in  December  next. 
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SEVENTH  CONGRESS -FIRST  SESSION. 


PROCEEDING'S  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   EEPRESENTATIVES. 


UoRDAT,  Deoember  1,  1801. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  hj  the  eoiiBtira- 
tion  for  the  annnal  meeting  of  OoDgrcea,  the 
following  membetB  of  the  Honse  of  Repreaenta- 
tivea  appeared,  produced  their  eredeniifllB,  and 
too^  their  Mats  in  the  House,  to  wit : 

Fnm  fftmi  ffoMfwlin.— Aliisl  Fatter,  Oeoiga  P. 
Cpluuii,  and  Samuel  Tenne^. 

Phim  JToiMeAuctd.— Williun  Enltll,  John  Baoon, 
Pbauasl  Bishop,  JoMph  B.  Tarnum,  Richard  Cntt^ 
Lemuel  WiUisois,  Winiam  Shepud,  Ebenonr  Mat- 
toon,  Kathan  Road,  Joaiah  Smith,  and  UauMMh 
Cntlar. 

From  Wioit  Uind;— Thomas  lUIiDghait,  and  Jo- 
aqili  Stanton,  jr. 

Fnmt  CmmtetiaiL — B^<'  Qiiawold,  Simne]  W. 
Dbui,  John  DaTenport,  CalTin  GSoddaid,  Baqjamin 
TalliDadfie,  Eliai  Perkitu,  and  John  C  Smith. 

fivm  rnrnntf.— laml  Smifli. 

/Von  t/em  rorl.— Samoel  L  IfiteUn,  Philip  Van 
CoTtlandt,  Theodimu  Balle;,  John  StiOx,  Bsiyamln 
Walker,  Themat  Mania,  EilUan  K  Tan  Bennelaar, 
Lncaa  Elmcodcn^  David  Thomai,  and  John  P. 
VaaNeaa. 

From  IftK  Jn^^-Jobn  Condit,  Jamei  Matt,  W3- 
liam  Helnu,  Henrj  Sonlhard,  and  EbanewT  i3iDn. 

Fhim  FemirtilaBila, — William  Jonos,  Michael  Le!b, 
John  Smilie,  'V^Iliam  Hoge,  Isaac  Vauhome,  Jonph 
Hotter,  Robert  BcoTn,  Henry  Woods,  JohnA-Huma, 
John  Stewart,  Tbomaa  Boade,  and  Joseph  HemphilL 

Ftinit  DAaean. — James  A.  Bayard. 

Fmt  Sfarylaitd. — John  Aicber,  Joseph  H.  Kiohol- 
too,  Samnel  Smith,  Richard  Spiigg,  Jdm  Denoil, 
Mid  Thomas  Plater. 

From  Virginia. — Tbfnnai  HewtoD,  Jr.,  John  Rait- 
dotpb,  jr.,  George  Jackson,  Philip  R.  Thompeon, 
John  Taliaferro,  John  Stratton,  l^iam  E  Giles, 
Ahiun  Tii^,  John  Tr{gg,  Anthony  New,  John 
Bmith,  Dand  Hobne^  lUdiard  Stent,  Edwhi  Gray, 
and  Matthew  CUy. 

From  KnUacif. — Thomas  T.  Dart^  and  John 
Powler. 

From  IforA  CatvlMa.— Nadianiel  Haoon,  WHUs 
Alttoa,  Richard  Stanford,  Chsrlei  Johnson,  Arohl- 
bald  Hendereon,  and  John  Stanley. 

Fnm  rMMSwe.— WUUam  Dickwm. 

From  SoKlh  CanliKi. — Thomas  Sumter,  TbmDM 
Haon,  and  Tbomaa  Lowndsa, 

From  Otorgia. — John  MOledge. 


Fnm  A»  Ki>rA-r:%it  Ttrriloiy, — Pan!  Fearing. 

Fhm  Stiuimppi  Teniiorg. — Nareworthy  Hunter. 

A  qnomm,  consisting  of  a  nii^oritj,  being 
present,  the  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the 
choice  of  a  Speaker;  and,  upon  examining  the 
ballots,  a  m^ority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole 
Hoose  was  foond  in  favor  of  Nathakiel  Maooir, 
one  of  the  Representatives  for  tlie  State  of 
North  Carolina;  "ffheretpon,  Mr.  Maoos  waa 
conducted  to  the  chair,  and  he  made  hia  ao- 
knowledgmeots  to  the  House  as  follows: 

"  QwKTLKiiKt  X  Acoept  my  dnoare  thanks  for  the 
honor  yoa  hate  oopTeried  on  me,  in  the  choice  Jnst 
made.  The  duties  of  the  ohait  will  be  undertaken 
with  gT«at  diffidence  indeed  ;  but  it  aliall  be  my  con- 
stant endesTOT  to  discharge  them  with  fideli^  and 
impartiality.' 

The  Hoose  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner, 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Clerk;  and,  upon  ex- 
amining tlie  ballots,  a  minority  of  the  whole 
House  was  found  in  favor  of  John  Becklxt. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitutjoa  of  the 
United  States,  sa  prescribed  by  law,  was  then  > 
administered  by  Mr.  Gbuwold,  one  of  the  Be- 
preeentativea  for  the  State  of  Oonnectlcut,  to 
the  Speaebk;  and  then  the  same  oath,  or  af- 
Qrroation,  was  administered,  by  Ifr.  Spkisxk, 
to  each  of  the  members  preeent. 

A  tneMSge  from  the  Benate  infbrmed  the 
House  that  a  qnomm  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  busineas ;  and  that,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Vice  PresideDt,  they  bare 
elected  the  honorable  A-ninnnf  Baldwik, 
Preudent  of  the  Senate,  pro  Umfore. 

Orderti,  That  A  message  M  sent  to  the 
Senate  to  Inform  them  that  a  qnomni  of  this 
House  is  assembled,  and  have  elected  Nixauf- 
\vL  ICaooN,  one  of  the  Bepreeentatives  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  their  Speaker,  and  are 
ready  to  ppMseed  to  bnuness;  and  that  the 
(Eerk  (^  thia  Honae  do  go  with  the  said  mes- 


sage. 

Tbe: 


le  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice 
of  a  Sergoant-at-Arms,  Doorkeeper,  and  Assist- 
ant Doorkeeper ;  and  upon  exondning  the  bal- 
bts,  a  malority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  Hoose 
was  foimd  in  fiivor  of  JoasPB  Wm^Toir,  as  Ser- 
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BMnt-Bt-Arma,  and,  also,  a  nnanimoiu  rote  in 
&Tor  of  Thoku  OuXTOir,  and  Thokab  Dnss, 
MTerallf,  the  former  sb  Doorkeeper,  and  the 
latter  as  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

A  mtmuge  from  Ute  Senate  Informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  th^  part,  Jointly,  Tlth  anch  oom- 
mittee  as  maj  be  ^ipomted  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  wait  on  the  Prsiiskiit  of  thi  Uki- 
TKD  Stat^  and  inform  him  that  a  qnomm  of 
the  two  HonsM  ia  assembled,  and  readj  to  re- 
oeive  any  aommnnications  he  may  think  proper 
to  make  to  them. 

Vr.  BufusL  Skite,  from  the  Joint  oommjttee 

S pointed  to  vait  on  the  Piuidbxv  of  tbs 
(TTBD  Btatib,  and  notify  him  that  a  qnomm 
of  the  two  Honiea  b  aaaembled  and  read;  to  re- 
ceive any  oommnnication  he  may  think  proper 
to  make  to  them,  reported  that  (he  oommitl«e 
had  performed  that  awYioa,  and  that  the  Psm- 
imr  aignified  to  them  that  he  wonld  make 
a  oommonioation  to  this  House,  to-morrow,  by 


TtnmjLT,  Decembers,- 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  trotn  Penn- 
qlvania,  Aimuw  Oaias ;  from  Tireii^  Sam- 
VBL  J.  Oaskj.;  (him  North  Oarolua,  Jam 
HoLUHD ;  and  from  Soath  Carolina,  Wnxuit 
Bdtlkr;  appeared,  prodnoed  their  credentjab, 
and  took  their  aeata  in  the  Honse;  the  oath  to 
■apport  the  Oonatitntion  of  the  United  Btatea 
being  first  admlniatered  to  them  by  Hi,  Sfkax- 
IB,  aooording  to  law. 

A  petition  of  John  VoDonald,  late  of  the 
taiy  of  Hiiladdphia,  was  presented  to  the 
Honse  and  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  em- 
ployed to  enpenntend  the  arranKement  and 
safe-keeping  of  the  books  Intended  fbr  the  li- 
brary of  the  two  Houses  of  Ooo^rees ;  and  that 
he  may  reoeire  such  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vioea,  in  th^  oapadty,  as  to  the  wisdom  <rf 
Congress  shw  seem  meiet. 

OrJM'td,  That  the  said  veaOoa  be  nfemd 
to  the  committoe  qtpolnted  yesterday,  on  the 
part  of  this  Honse,  Jointly  wltb  the  committee 
updnted  by  the  Smste,  to  take  into  oonaidera- 
tion  a  statement  made  by  Hie  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  rcapeoting  books  and  wapt  pnrobased 
pQrsDsnt  to  alate  act  of  Congress,  ana  to  make 
report  respecting  the  future  arrangtoamt  of 
ttwsame. 

The  fbQowlng  committees  were  qtpcdnted 
pnisnant  to  the  standing  roles  and  orders  at 
the  House,  via: 

GmmitUt  ef  XUetiont.—'ib.  IbunMi,  llr. 
TmnT,  Ur.  CoirsiK  Hr.  Dunm,  Ur.  HAini  a, 
Kr.  StAVLXT,  and  Mr.  Jomr  TALunsno. 

ComnitUe  tjfJBmtal  and  Ufi,fi»ulMd  Bmi- 
ntm. — Hr.    Datsif<»t,  Hr.    Clat,   and    Hr. 

C^mtMM  qf  OlaimM. — Jomf  Oomnr  Svm, 
lb.  Ome,  ix.  Houin,  Mr.  Mattoox,  Mr. 
Jomr  SioTH,  of  New  Tork,  Mr.  pLAtn,  and 
Kr.lfaK»s. 


Cbmmitesa  <ff  Oammtre*  and  Mant{faebtrt».— 
Mr.  Saxitkl  Bidtb,  Mr.  Eirsris,  Mr.  Duri,  Mr. 
MiTomLL,  Mr.  Joints,  Hr.  Nnnos,  sod  It. 

Re*ohtd,  That  a  standing  Conunittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  appointed,  whose  dst^  It 
shall  be  to  take  into  oonsidwallon  ell  sncb  re- 
portB  of  the  Treasory  Department,  and  ^  nch 
propositions,  relative  to  the  reTenne,  as  mi;  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House ;  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  pubUc  debt,  of  the  reveaoe,  tad 
of  the  expenditures;  and  to  report,  ftom  ttme 
to  time,  todr  opinion  thereon. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Risdolph,  Mr.  Quswold, 
Mr.  Ibbak.  Bjotk,  Mr.  Batabo,  Mr.  Sum, 
Mr.  Rkaii,  Mr.  Niobolsos,  Mr.  Vas  Riks- 
aiuxK,  and  Mr.  Diokbox,  be  mxHuted  a  oom- 
mittee,  punnant  to  the  said  resolatitaL 

TnnntSDAT,  Deeonber  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Jobs  Caktbui, 

frran  Maryland,  appeared,  prodnoed  bis  ire- 

dentdab,  was  qualified,  and  took  hb  seat  ia  th> 


TaussnAT,  Deoetnbcr  10. 

lb.  EufmMKFH,  ftwn  the  l 

whom  was  reftrred,  oa  the  ddith  instaBt,s 
lettw  ft«m  TnoMAa  Oiaxtok,  tte  Dooiteepcr 
of  this  House,  relatire  to  oertsin  enakStnrei, 
and  ftirther  asristanoe  necessary  to  be  allowed 
for  enabling  him  to  execute  tfie  dntiei  c(  hil 
station,  made  a  r^MHt;  which  was  read  and 
eonaidered:  Whereupon, 

BmoUti,  That  Thokas  Clahox  he,  and  Is 
hereby,  authoriiad  to  emi^y,  nnder  Ui  imme- 
diate direction,  one  additiomial  asnstant,  tiro 
serranta,  and  two  hmve^  tar  the  purpose  cf 
performing  such  serrioes  and  duties  m  sra 
usually  required  bytiie  House  of  Repressnta- 
Utm,  daring  the  present  session,  and  for  fcor 
days  tjieresfter ;  andthesomof  fiTeddbraiDd 
seren^-fiTO  cents  per  da^  be  sUowed  to  him 
f<H  that  purpose;  and  that  he  be  paid  tberrfv 
out  of  the  fbnd  uipropriated  tw  the  cootingcnt 
expenses  of  the  Houses 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infimtsd  the 
Honse  that  the  Senate  hava  prooeeded  lO'  the 
appointment  of  a  Ohu^n  to  Congress  va  tb^ 
part,  and  the  Hot.  Mr.  Qunr  his  been  dily 
elected. 

FmDAT,  Deeonber  11. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Ke* 
Hampshire,  Jobrpb  Pimoi ;  frmn  Missaefaf 
■etta,  Pkuo  WAnswovrH ;  ttoat  Yiiginis,  T^ 
xAs  Claibormx  and  Jobk  Ohomai ;  and,  ban 
North  Oorollna,  Wiixiaji  H.  Biul,  ^P****^ 
produced  their  credmtials,  vere  qnatined,  and 
took  th^  seats  in  the  Hoho. 


UtantAt,  Seoemher  1^ 
member,  to  wit,  Imwm  '. 
from  the  Stato  of  Vermont)  appcond. 


Another  member,  to  wit,  Imwm  S.  Hm4 
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Tu^nuT,  December  IS. 

Barbary  Fvitert. 

The  Home  reeotved  itself  Into  &  Oommtttee  of 

tbe  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Unltm,  the  {bllow 

Ing  reeolntioa  being  nnder  oonrnderatioii : 


be  aothoriisd  \>j  1*w,  foithcT  uid  more  Bflbotnallj 
la  pnteet  the  ocanmenw  of  the  United  Statu  agahut 
tta  Bwrbai;  Fowen." 

Ur.  KioBOLsoit  Mid,  that  irben  this  neolntdon 
ma  jeaterd^  1^  on  tbe  taUe,  he  hsd  moved, 
for  reaaoDs  that  be  had  ueigned,  to  strike  out 
tbe  wwda  "fbrther  end  more."  He  was,  on  re- 
fleotton,  more  and  more  permaded  of  the  aoon- 
rao7  of  bis  otjeetitma  to  tbe  nnquBlifled  terms 
of  the  original  motion.  If  we  adopt  it,  we 
idedge  oarMirea  to  ineieHe  tbe  uaTal  Itave  at 
prceut  at  tbe  dlapoeition  of  tbe  Pendant,  Bat 
if  bia  modifloation  were  ureed  to,  erwT  gaktl»- 
man  wonid  rem^  at  Ilbertj  to  pnt  bis  own 
oonatniation  on  the  words  "effeetnal  force." 
UoinfDnned  as  we  were  as  to  tbe  neoearitj  of 
inereadng  the  force,  it  would  be  highly  impro- 
per taoommit  onrselves  by  an;  precipitate  de- 
oirion.  H&  therefbra,  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
words  "  fbrther  and  more." 

Ur.  Qiuaoi^oaed  the  striUiig  out  Qie  words, 
which,  in  bis  ofrinlon,  did  not  relate  to  tbe 
qnAntum  offeree  0aoed  nnder  ExeeatlTe  diepo- 
sition,  hot  to  tbe  measures  proposed  to  be  taken 
t^  tbe  ExeentiTe.  He  ihcodd  vote  for  the  mo> 
tion  nnamended,  tboo^  he  bod  been,  and  still 
was,  as  averse  as  any  gentlenum  in  that  House 
to  an  imOTtmer  angmeotation  of  the  Armj  or 
XTATy.  with  rcqiect  to  the  Navy,  he  was 
fHendly  to  it  as  it  now  stood,  ta-  to  an  augmen- 
tation of  it  to  mert  any  partdonlar  emergency, 

Kr.  B.  SiUTB  said  that  aa  he  understood  the 
reaohition,  it  went  not  to  pledge  any  man  to 
augment  tbe  Nary,  bnt  to  aalhorize  U)e  Pred- 
dent,  with  the  piteent  force,  to  take  meaeores 
for  ue  defence  of  onr  trade.  'We  were  at  war 
wttb  Tripoli.  Ag^nd  tliat  power,  therefore, 
the  Frerident  felt  himself  at  llber^  to  'act  effl- 
caentlr.  But  gentlemen  sbonld  MTwt  to  onr 
dtoadon  with  regard  to  Alters  and  INmls. 
Tboae  powen  may  beotane  boetlle.  Thn-  miif 
become  so  in  the  reoeea  of  Otrngren.  It  may 
he  neocssaiy  wltboat  delay  to  protect  onr  trade 
•galattthwn.  WiSyontJian  ccHiflDe  tbe  Presi- 
dent, in  rela^cm  to  theae  powent  to  a  Peace 
EstobUabmeDtt  Oartainin  when  Aeee  oircmn- 
■tanoea  were  doly  weii^ea,  no  gentleman  wHI 
n^iise  tbe  power  wUui  tbla  raaadntion  ia  In- 
tended to  oonlbr. 

Mr.  BiouB  was  In  fliror  of  the  amendment 
tar  one  reason.  He  was  ready  at  all  timee  to 
mot  commerce  every  ueoeaaary  protection. 
Bnt  by  adopting  this  resolntion,  we  pledge  onr- 
■elves,  withoni  inqniring  Into  the  necessity,  to 
extend  ftirther  pTol«ctioo.  No  doobt  farther 
protootlon  wlU  be  reqniredL    Bnt  ho  tbongbt  it 


prepiatnre  to  make  any  pledge  nntil  all  the  do- 
comenta  conneoted  with  the  sulject  were  be- 
fore the  House. 

lb.  MncniLL  niggeated  the  proprie^  <A 
amending  the  orieloal  reeolntion  by  inserting 
after  Ute  word  "law,"  "  if  nbceaury."  This 
wonld  render  the  reeolntion  wmditionaL  To  the 
reeolntion  he  was  a  friend.  For  when  tbe 
aq>eot  and  extant  of  the  United  States  were 
oonndered,  it  miut  be  evident  to  every  man 
that  we  were  a  commeroial  people.  The  bnlk 
and  eztenslveneis  of  oor  prodnce  required  ves- 
sels to  carry  it  to  foreign  oonntriee.  The  oar- 
riage  required  protection.  The  Goventmeat 
mnet  cd  conrw  give  protection.  With  respect  to 
the  Uediterranean  expedition,  no  plan  nnder 
the  Qovemment  had  been  better  devised ;  and 
he  had  no  bedtation  to  say,  that  if  the  Mediter- 
ranean tnde  reqnired  farther  protection,  he 
wonld  be  for  mokmg  farther  ^pn^riatione  of 
the  pobtie  moneys. 

lu-.  NiOROiaoK  said  be  conld  not  agree  to  tbe 
snggestion  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  New  Yoi^  as 
by  adopting  it  we  sbonld  do  nothing.  How 
dk»ea  the  matter  now  stand  t  Oongreu  has  pnt 
into  the  hands  of  the  Preddent  six  frtgatea, 
wbidi  be  had  nsed  for  the  pnblio  eervioe  in 
the  Mediterranean.  This  was  not  a  fit  tirae  to 
express  bis  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  the 
measnrea  rf  the  Exeontive.  Bat  when  a  St  oo- 
oation  did  oBto,  he  wonld  have  no  hesitation  to 
say  tlie  Freaidcait  had  done  ri^t. 

To  retnm  to  the  point — j^e  Prendent  bad 
now  dx  frigatea.  If  we  agree  to  the  reeolatioo, 
do  we  not  pledge  onraelves  to  increase  this  force  t 

One  sqnadron  had  been  sent  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  another  was  In  (^>eration  to  go  there, 
he  nnderstood.  This  was  all  rigbL  Bnt  tbere 
followed  no  neoessify  trmt  these  cironmstancea 
to^edge  onrsdvea  to  Inravsse  tbe  force. 

we  were  not  even  aoqnidnted  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Preddmt  on  this  point.  Hit  com- 
mnnications  i&A  not  inform  ns  that  he  desired  a 
larger  force.  If  be  did  dedre  It,  he  wonld  aay 
BO,  He  had,  on  the  contraiy,  recommended  a 
rednotion  of  the  Army  and  Navy ;  and  to  deeire 
an  augmentation  of  the  latter,  wonld  be,  in  the 
same  Breath,  to  wa  one  thing  and  mean  anothra. 

tb.  EoBTis. — ^Ihe  Preddeot,  in  his  ecmmrani- 
eations,  has  informed  os  that  be  baa  hitherto 
acted  on  the  defendve.  The  rimple  qneation 
now  is,  whether  he  shall  be  empowered  to  take 
offinudve  steps.  This  has  no  relatloii,  therefore, 
to  an  increase  of  tbe  force;  nor  shaD  we,  by 
ad<mtliw  it,  pledge  onrselves  to  aoob  tSwA. 

Mr.  Gnjis  was  happy  that  the  disonsrion  wss 
one  more  of  words  tban  of  principles.  He  per- 
fectly ooinoided  with  the  gentieman  fhim  Jbrj- 
land,  who  bad  moved  tbe  amendment,  in  bis 
general  sentiments.  It  wonld  be  wrong  in  this 
House  prematurely  tO' pledge  itself  for  an  in- 
crease of  naval  force.  Bnt  the  words  of  the  re- 
solution do  not  relate  to  the  qnantnm  of  fbroe^ 
bnt  entirely  to  the  meaeores  to  be  taken  with 
KDj  force.  When  the  Freddent  is  anthoriied 
further  and  more  effeotoally  to  protect  oni 
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trade,  it  wu  xkA,  said  that  wo  will  give  him  fonr 
or  nz  additional  frigntea ;  bat  tnerel;  tbat  he 
is  to  have  meauB,  more  or  less,  which  shall  be 

adequate  to  make  oiTeneive  operations  against ' 
tliose  who  shall  make  oflfensive  operations 
against  us. 

It  was  well  understood  that  he  was  for  keep- 
ing the  Navy  within  proper  bounds ;  hut  if  ever 
there  was  a  case  where  it  was  roq aired,  this  was 
thecase,  and  he  acknowledged  that  he  was  for  em- 
powerini*  the  President  to  anthorize  not  merely 
■  dismantlement  of  a  vessel,  bat  her  capture. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Niohol- 
bon'b  amendmeat  and  lost. 

When  the  original  motion  of  Ur.  Smith  was 

Ordtrtd,  That  a  bill  or  hills  he  hronght  in, 
pnrsnant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr. 
ErsTis,  Mr.  Samuel  Sarm,  Mr.  Da^a,  Mr. 
UiTcimL,  and  Mr.  Jonbs,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

fPlDHBSDAr,  December  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Dkxjamin  Hcobb, 
from  Sunth  Cai'otina,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat  in 
the  House. 

Satio  qf  BeprttentaHim. 

The  Ilonse,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
proceeded  to  consider  tiie  first  resolution  report- 
ed yesterday  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,- in  the  words 
fbliowing,  to  wit : 

"Heidlctd,  That  Iho  npportionioenl  of  Repreaonta- 
tivBi  Rmtm^  the  Mvernl  StMca,  according  to  the 
Kcond  e&ameratian  of  the  people,  ongbt  to  be  in  ■ 
ratio  of  one  BeprasentatiTe  for  eveiy  thirty-thrae 
thauund  pertoni  in  ewh  State." 

Itr.  Gbiswold  remarked,  that  the  effect  of 
adopting  this  resolution  would  be  an  increase  of 
members  in  that  House ;  tbat  the  number  would 
amount  to  nearly  one  hnndred  and  fifty.  Ke 
was  of  opinion  that  the  present  House  was  suffi- 
ciently numerous  for  every  correct  pnrpose,  as 
well  of  legislation,  as  for  obtaining  all  desirable 
inlbnnatiun  from  the  people.  Should  an  aug- 
mentation be  made,  the  consequences  would  be 
an  increase  of  expense,  and  business  would  inevi- 
tably be  protracted.  He  moved,  therefore,  to 
strike  ont  the  words  "  thirty-three,"  meaning, 
if  they  were  stricken  out,  to  propose  the  substi- 
tntion  of  a  larger  number. 

On  tliis  motion  a  desultory  debate  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  Gbiswold,  S.  Smith,  KioHoiaoK, 
Giles,  Bayabd.  Alutos,  Elmbb,  Enexis,  Si-siao, 
and  other  gentlemen,  took  part. 

Mr.  Gbiswold  stood  alone  in  advocating  an 
apportionment  of  one  member  to  every  40,000 
persona. 

Messrs.  Gma  and  Bayabd  were  for  one  mem- 
ber for  ev*y  30,000. 

Messrs.  S.  Surm,  Nicholsok,  and  Eustib, 
wore  for  one  member  for  88,000. 

Mr.  AuTON  was  in  f^vor  of  one  representa- 
live  for  every  81,000. 


[DacEMBSB,   leOU 

The  preferences  avowed  by  the  several  speak- 
ers, anpeared  to  arise  from  the  application  of 
that  divisor  to  the  State  from  which  each  mem- 
ber come,  which  left  the  least  fraction. 

Some  gentlemen,  however,  declared,  and  por- 
ticnlarly  Mr,  Giles,  that  he  had  made  no  cal- 
calation,  and  tbat  bis  preference  of  the  smallest 
ratio  proposed  was  the  preference  of  principle. 

Those  in  favor  of  a  small  ratio  argned  that, 
thongh  the  expense  attending  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  members  might  be  somewtuit  in- 
creased, yet  that  it  would  be  trifling  compared 
with  the  great  advanta^  that  wonld  result 
from  a  larger  representation ;  that  such  a  repre- 
sentation would  he  productJTO  of  true  economy, 
as  it  wonld  oppose  ait  extravagant  expenditure 
of  mon^ ;  that  the  weight  of  expense  incurred 
by  the  Government,  did  not  arise  ftorn  the  ex- 
pense of  the  civil  list,  which  formed  but  a  ^eck 
in  the  mass  of  expenditure ;  tbat  it  was  im- 
portant to  this  Government  to  adopt  those 
measures  which  wonld  ensure  the  respect  and 
(he  confidence  of  the  people;  that  this  end 
wonld  be  best  attained  by  each  Representative 
being  familiarly  acquainted  with  toe  intcrcsta 
of  his  constituents ;  and  that  this  could  only  be 
the  case  when  the  number  of  his  constitnenta 
were  limited  within  ocrtain  bounds.  It  vta 
true  that  it  had  been  said  that  a  body  of  more 
than  one  hundred,  even  thonsh  it  be  composed 
of  philosophers,  was  a  mob;  ont  it  was  replied 
that  the  long  experience  of  this  conntry  had 
proved  the  reverse,  for  that  many  of  the  State 
Legislatures  consisted  of  more  members. 

These  ideas  were  hut  feebly  opposed.  Tbe 
diversity  of  opinion  expressed  chiefly  arose  from 
a  division  of  the  House  on  tbe  ratios  of  thirty 
thonsand  and  thirty-three  thousand.  The  for- 
mer was  advocated  principally  from  a  regard  U> 
Delaware  and  Rhode  Island,  which,  by  its  adop- 
tion, wonld  have  each  two  Representatives  in- 
stead of  one,  if  a  higher  ratio  were  preferred. 

During  the  discussion,  it  was  moved  to  strike 
out  the  word  "three;"  leavingthirty  thonsand 
as  the  ratio.  This  motion  was  lost— yeas  43, 
nays  46. 

Mr.  Batabd  then  moved  to  strike  out  "thirty- 
three,"  leaving  the  resolution  blank,  in  i>rdw 
that  it  might  be  filled  np  with  such  nomber  as 
shonld  be  agreeable  to  tne  House. 

This  motion  was  opposed  chiefly  by  Mr.  If  icn- 
OLSoir  and  Mr.  Ersns,  who  were  of  opinion  that 
the  progrossivo  increase  of  the  members  would 
be  sufficiently  large  on  the  ratio  of  tlilrty-thr« 
thousand  persona  to  a  member.  They  were  also 
fnrther  in  favor  of  this  nnmbet  as  it  left  the 
fewest  fractious.  The  only  two  States  much  in- 
inred  by  it  wonld  be  Delaware  and  Korth  Caro- 
lina ;  whereas,  if  the  ratio  was  increased  to 
thirty-flve  thousand,  New  Jersey  would  have  a 
fraction  of  81,000 ;  Delaware  of  26,000;  Uaiy- 
Land  of  80,000;  Geor^of  28,000;  and  £ta- 
tucky  of  29,000. 

On  tbe  question  being  taken  for  striking  out 
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Jpfmrtioimoil  Bill. 


[H.  ( 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  original 
motion,  lutd  c«rri«d  without  a  diTisios,  aad  a 
oommittee  of  three  members  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  conformably  thereto. 


Thukboat,  December  17. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Dankl  Eeibtbs, 
from  Maryland,  appeared,  produced  bis  creden- 
tials, was  qnaliflea,  and  took  his  seat. 

Frtoat,  December  18. 
Fvilic  Printing, 

l£r.  RutDOL^,  chairman  of  the  committee 
qipointed  to  see  wlut  alterations  were  neoes- 
aary  to  expedite  the  printing  bnanesa  of  the 
House,  reported  tbat  the  committee  thonght 
it  expedient  to  request  the  Heads  of  tlie  Depart- 
ments to  attend  and  inspect  the  printing  of  all 
raeli  docnmenta,  reports,  and  statements,  as  are 
directed  bj  law  to  be  annnall;  laid  before  the 
Honae;  and  that  it  was  necessary  that  a  printer 
to  the  HoQse  be  appointed,  who  ehalL  be  re- 
qtonaible  for  the  foitbful  and  prompt  execution 
of  all  business  confided  to  him  by  order  of  the 
Honae. 

Hr.  Gbuwold  wished  the  report  altered  to  a 
leaolution;  totheflrstpertof ithesbonldagree, 
but  doubted  whether  the  latter  part  would  be 
concurred  in.  He  did  not  think  it  anfflcient  or 
«xpedient  to  appmnt  but  one ;  the  bu«neea 


He  could 


n  for  altering 


the  mode  in  which  the  printing 
now  and  had  ever  been  done;  it  now  Ilea  with 
the  Clerk,  who  ia  empowered  to  employ  as 
man;  pcrstms  as  be  pleases  or  deems  expedient 
If  sadi  printer  should  be  appointed,  he  will  be- 
come an  ofBoer  of  the  House ;  he  will  not  be 
respoimble  to  tbe  Speaker.  We  have  officers 
«iiongh  already ;  it  is  needleea  to  multiply. 

Mr.  BuiDOLPH  said,  the  committee  had  con- 
ddered  these  objections;  but,  he  believed,  suffi- 
cient, reasons  might  be  offered  to  convince  tbe 
BoDse  of  the  e^>edieiicr  of  this  meaanre.  If 
one  be  appointed,  he  will  know  his  duty  and  be 
prepared;  be  will  employ  as  many  hands  as  he 
wlshea.  Had  there  been  one  appointed  by  the 
House  last  session,  be  would  have  been  on  the 
R>ot  now,  fully  prepared  promptly  to  ezecnte 
the  orders  of  the  House ;  nor  should  we  have 
mch  delay  as  that  by  which  v«  are  now  nnfor- 
tnnatdy  tronbled, 

Mr.  Nicnoieow. — We  have  but  few  printers 
in  thia  vidnity,  nor  is  it  probable  their  number 
wiU  be  soon  increased.  The  printing  for  the 
Honse  ia  a^d  to  be  worth  $4,000  per  annum ;  if 
nne  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  he  will  have 
erei7  thiDgin  readinees,  and  be  responsible  for 
bis  fiithM  dnty. 

Mr.  B.  8Mrni  thonght  a  printer  thus  appointed 
might  perform  a  oonsiderable  part  of  his  dnty 

Crions  to  each  sesnon ;  to  many  documents 
might  attend.    Mr.  B.  wished  saoh  printer 
^^iiSed  ai  a  pemuuMot  ofBoer. 


Hr.  LowimEB. — If  he  thought  snch  officer  ne- 
cesasry  he  should  not  oppose  the  meaanre,  bnt 
at  present  he  did  not  think  snch  appointment 
necessary.  He  conceived  the  Clerk  to  be  re- 
Hpon^ble  to  the  House ;  that  it  waa  his  dnty  to 
attend  to  the  printing;  that  he  could  employ 
whom  and  as  many  as  be  pleased.  Whence, 
then,  the  necesaity  of  such  appointment  I  Be- 
sides, such  printer  will  become  an  officer  of 
this  UoQse,  mnst  have  a  salary,  and  will  be 
called  tbe  printer  of  the  House ;  and,  if  printer 
of  a  paper,  whatever  sentimenta  might  oe  ad- 
vanced in  such  paper  would  perhaps  be  con^d- 
ered  as  tlie  sentiments  of  the  Honae. 

Hr.  EnBTis  considered  it  altogether  nnneces- 

ry,  disadvantageous,  and  troublesome. 

The  first  was  carried;  that  relating  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  printer  not  carried ;  abont  twenty 
only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Appcrtimment  Bill. 

The  HoDse  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representativea  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  second  enumeration, 

Mr,  MiooiT  (Speaker)  moved  to  strike  out 
"thirty-three,"  tne  ratio  fiied  by  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  inserting  "thirty." 

Mr.  H.  observed  that  it  did  not  appear,  from 
the  different  ideas  expressed  by  different  gen- 
tlemen, that  any  material  inconvenience  would 
resnlt  from  the  increased  number  of  members 
that  would  be  created  by  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thousand  being  adopted.  Whereas  on  the 
ground  of  principle  a  great  benefit  would  flow 
from  it.  In  his  opinion,  to  secure  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  the  Qovemment,  it  waa 
essential  to  lessen  the  districts  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, that  the  elector  might  know  the  elected. 
At  present,  particularly  in  North  Carolina,  they 
were  so  large  that  a  voter  depended  more  upon 
the  opinions  of  others  than  upon  his  own  infor- 
mation. The  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  wonld 
not  introdace  into  tbe  House  more  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  membera,  which  nnraber  did 
not  ecmal  that  of  the  members  in  several  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  of  which  no  complaints  had 
been  made,  and  from  which  no  inconvenience 
had  arisen.  He  felt  partioularly  for  Delaware, 
which  wonld  bo  severely  affected  by  the  ratio  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  GtLXS  hoped  the  motion  would  obtain. 
As  f^  as  respected  the  State  of  Virginis,  be  felt 
litfle  or  no  anxiety.  But  he,  on  general  princi- 
ples, preferred  the  smallest  ratio.  It  was  an 
essential  principle  of  a  Bepublican  Government 
that  the  people  voting  should  know  whom  they 
vote  for;  that  tbe  elector  should  be  well  ac- 

ao^nted  with  the  elected.  To  ensure  this  effect 
le  districts  should  be  small.  He  was  aware  of 
the  impossibility  of  reaching  this  point  precise- 
ly :  bnt  it  waa  our  duty  to  approach  it  as  nearly 
na  possible.  Though,  in  relation  to  the  wtuation 
of  Delaware,  he  did  not  subscribe  fully  to  the 
ideas  of  some  gentlemen,  as  the  case  was  an  ex- 
treme one,  and  he  knew  the  impropriety  of 
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relying  upon  Kioh  oaaea,  u  the  retwoning  from 
AU  Htreme  generally  ted  to  en  extreme,  jet  ha 
thonffbt  the  relstlTS  aironnutfuioee  of  DoUwftre 
and  Virginlik,  as  stated,  to  b«  correct ;  for  it 
mi  a  &ot  that  Virgiiua,  entitled  to  twentj-two 
BepreeentativM,  -waa  not  to  mnch  affected  b; 
any  giTeii  fraction,  as  Delaware,  entitled  to  hut 
MM  KeprcaeDtatiTe. 

Bnt  the  reply  to  tl 

•entation  here  ia,  that  ahe _  .. 

tiveain  the  Senate:  and  H  ia  inferred  that  ihe 
will  hanoe  derive  alarger  w^gfat  In  the  Union. 
Bnoh  was  the  theory*^  the  thing.  Bntwhatwaa 
tbereaolt  of  experieneel  Mr.  O.  said,  hehadtmoe 
anpposed  that  the  amall  Stat«a  wotild  hare  aa  on- 
doe  advantage  over  the  large  State*.  Hla  oidn- 
ton  had  ainoe  altered.  All  the  amall  Statea 
were  nuTonnded  and  oomprewed  by  large  Statea, 
and  derived  their  poliOeal  rrmpatmei  from 
them.  It  waa  true,  the  small  statea  had  each 
two  Tot«a  in  the  Senate.  Tet,  what  anperior 
advantage  have  they  in  the  Oovmunent  fene- 
latlyt  He  waa,  thereforci  elearly  of  mmion 
that  the  eUma  of  the  amall  State*  to  the  brgett 
lefffeaentatioa  that  ooold  be  ocmatitntionaUy 
^vea  thenL  ought  not  to  be  affected  by  their 
reprewntatlon  in  the  Senate.  The  fkot  waa  that 
*ua  Konae  wat  the  badi  of  oonfldeooe  in  the 
Government.  We  had  heard  maoh  aboat  an 
alam,  abont  dlsorgaoliatim,  and  the  cUqxieition 
of  lane  Statea  to  swallow  m  the  righta  of  all 
the  other  Statet.  He  wonla  ash,  wneUier  the 
adoption  of  a  large  ratio  woold  leaien  this 
fllamor,  promote  the  general  oonfldenoe,  and  in* 
orease  theitalulity  of  the  Government  t 

Ur,  Joma  Ii<^>M  the  amwdment  wonld  pre- 
v^  There  waa  not  a  doabt  but  that  the  small 
Statea  would  be  mat«riaUy  afiboted  by  the  ratio 
ia  the  bilL  It  waa  tme,  that,  acoorung  to  the 
theoiy  of  onr  Government,  the  monbera  of  that 
Honae  did  not  represent  the  States.  Bot,  what 
waa  the  bot )  In  tmth,  our  repreeentation  waa 
that  of  absolate  locality.  Can  I,  asid  Ur.  J.,  rep* 
resent  as  eSMoally  Hiaaaohnsett^  u-  Termont, 
as  Fennsylvantat 

Hi,  Van  Kub  declared  himself  to  be  nninfln- 
enoedbj  local  oonaiderationa,  or  parlioDlar  in- 
ooavenienoea.  If  we  attempted  to  avoid  them 
by  the  adoption  of  any  ratio,  we  shonld  be  mis- 
'  '  The  ineqnality  of  Statea  ooold  not  be 


tiiat  exdnaiva  wdght  which  bad  been  atatsd. 
If  the  number  of  the  large  States  in  thia  Honae 
ahonld  overbear  the  smaUer  States,  Q»r  wonld 
And  thrir  protection  in  the  Senate,  'nie  frac- 
tional loss,  so  mnch  dwelt  on,  was  not  a  loss  to 
the  State,  it  was  only  a  loss  to  that  part  of  the 
Stats  which  waa  nnrepresented,  and  the  loss 
wonld  be  tlie  same  to  a  larger  State,  if  ita 
unrepresented  fraction  was  eqnally  grdaL 

Mr.  V.  N-  said,  it  had  always  been  his  dedre 
to  oonsolt  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  to  ooo- 
form  to  them.  He  considered  tliose  wishea  ss 
solemnly  expressed  in  the  conatitntion,  which 
hod  dedded  that  the  ratio  ahonld  not  be  lesB  than 


thir^  thousand,  and  In  the  law  psMsd  imme- 
diately after  the  ad<^>t>on  <^  the  DonstitnttaD, 
fixing  the  ratio  at  tlu^-three  thoussnd. 

As  to  the  experience  of  the  Stat^  so  ofUa  *{b 
pealed  to,  he  wonld  state  that  of  his  own.  The 
conatitntion  of  New  York  gri^naUy  fixed  the 
repreeentation  in  one  brandi  at  three  hnndnd, 

''    the  other  at  one  hundred  aad  fif^.  Aflci 


__  was  the  opinion  of  some  g 
the  essential  prindple  of  onr  GovemnMOt  im 
the  equal  repreaentatioo  <tf  the  States  in  &t 
Senate.  This  was  a  iwHA*"  oi^iucb.  Ihe 
(bderalim  of  the  Govetnmeot  mi^t  have  b«a 
aa  wdl  prcaerved  t^  an  nneqnal  K^reNiitstko 
In  the  Benata.  llie  featnre  waa  not  the  off- 
qkring  of  principle,  bnt  of  eoBcesrion.  If  ve 
lookM  to  antiquity,  we  wtndd  observe  the  sull- 
er  States  (tf  a  Oonfedwation  always  initfior  to 
the  larger:  and  he  reeolleeted  one  cas*  ef  a 
Oonfbderation,  in  which  <we  State  wis  milled 
to  three,  another  to  two,  and  tlM  third  to  on* 
representative. 

Mr.  8xaa  heartily  oononrred  inoptniaowith 
the  gentleman  from  New  To^  that  we  oe^t 
not  to  req>eot  loeal  fbelinga,  bnt  that  we  ci#t 
to  go  apon  general  gromicb.  Possawny  IhM 
[MHneiples,  we  stiU  biow  how  dlfflonlt  it  H  to  ds 
complete  Jnstioe.  For  himself  he  wcold  be 
satided  With  the  ratio  <rf  thir^-three,  if  heeonld 
not  obtain  that  nl  thirty  tttoaaand.  He  wit  in 
&v(ir  (tf  alarge  representation,  becanse  be  rsbd 
on  that  for  M&ty  and  eoMMMny.  For,  wbeeht 
conudered  the  gnMt  powwarftho  other  bnaofaM 
of  the  Qovemrorat,  ^wers,  in  the  opioioB  of 
soma  men,  too  gre^  he  thonght  it  wm  thor 
dnty  to  impart  to  that  Honse  aU  the  eooiiiia- 
tloiial  power  that  oonld  be  conferred.  lUi 
woold  enable  the  Honae  to  reast  all  enmadf 
meole  attempted  to  be  made  npon  ik 

Mr.  BaooH  eaid  that,  forhimaaU;  be  wasntis- 
fied  with  the  preaent  ratio,  aa  it  stood  hi  tbt 
bilL  lids  wsB  the  ratio  which  had  been  adapted 
when  onr  nnmbraa  were  mndt  less  than  they 
now  are;  that  it  did  not  appear  but  that  it  bad 
given  general  eatiahotion ;  said  that  no  other  tih 
oo&venienoea  had  aooraed  than  anoh  as  might  be 
expected  to  follow  from  the  adoption  of  say 
other  ratio  whatever.  Itwonldseemtobentber 
nnnatnral,  and  the  reverse  of  what  waa  tnntkOf 
plated  by  those  who  enacted  ttie  ecostitntion, 
as  onr  nnmbers  increase,  to  lew  en  the  ratio  a 
represenUticHi.  He  was,  ^l»ntan,  tpit* 
striking  ont  the  number  thirtj-thne,  wUh  a 
view  to  insert  a  lower  number. 

A  divi^r  of  thirty-three  thousand  woold  dst 
give  a  Honse  consisting  of  at  least  one  hnn&ed 
and  forty  members,  which,  evtti  on  the  preaent 
ratio,  mnst  soon  become  not  cmly  too  ezmariT^ 
bnt  unwieldy.  It  had  been  rqtcatedly  nrged 
that  the  preeent  ratio  leaves  a  very  Isi^  flse- 
tion  to  the  State  of  Delaware.  Thu,itwisad- 
mltted,  was  matter  of  repet ;  bnt  that,  let  whst 
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ntk)  mif^t  be  adopted,  taoh  fractional  ports 
moat  be  expected  to  bU  eomewbere ;  that  ancli 
fraetioiis  wontd  be  likely  to  titj,  from  time  to 
tbM^  and  shift  from  8t^  to  Bt^e,  as  tbe  popn- 
litkm  may  Inoreaae  and  va^  in  the  KTeral 
Statei.  And  Hr.  B.  did  not  oonoeiTe  that  the 
partknlar  eaae  of  Delaware,  hard  m  It  mtKht 
Meoi,  ftunlahed  a  nifBoient  reason  fbr  altering 
■D  entire  mtem. 

As  to  what  had  been  nrged  of  the  dlaadran- 
tig«  to  whidi  IQeotora  were  nibjected  in  lai^ 
diitrtcta,  at  not  knowing  the  characters  of  their 
SepresentatiTea  and  ciuidldatM,  Ur.  B.  ob- 
terred  that  this  was  a  diiadvantage  which  was 
lanening  with  rapidity  from  jear  to  year,  and 
from  one  deotion  to  another ;  that  to  what«rer 
IncMiTeidenoe  eleotors  may  hwet(^>re  have  been 
nl^eeted  by  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  their 
tandtdata,  from  this  Inoonreidenee  uey  ace  al- 
ready in  a  great  measure  relieved ;  and  it  most, 
in  a  very  ah<Mi  time^  entirely  oease  to  eziit  If 
any  ineouTmienee  ts  this  khid  still  ran^na,  by 
an  election  or  two  more,  it  would  be  entirely 
Temcved.  It  had  been  oiged  that  Delaware  had 
bat  one  SeprearatatiTe,  and  everr  State  ought 
to  hare  two.  Bat>  why  two,  Mr.  B.  queried, 
ritber  than  three !  It  is  tme,  that  two  are 
better  than  one;  and  three  are  better  than 
rither  one  or  two ;  for,  a*  we  have  long  rinoe 
been  bdd,  "a  thiee-fidd    oord  ia  not    easily 

iti,  B.  eonoliided  by  laying  that,  aa  thirty- 
time  thonsand  was  the  ndo  which  had  been 
adopted  wheo  onr  population  was  much  lew  than 
It  now  la;  Uid  as  It  has  been  practised  npon 
wilhoot  any  inoonTcnieitce  or  Beneral  diasatis- 
fiKtion,  he  was  nnwilUng  to  riak  the  nncerttdn 
oonseqnenceA  of  an  Innovation  at  this  partionlar 

Hr.  T.  UoKBis  was  of  opinion  that  the  ail- 
ments dnwa  firom  the  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate had  notliing  to  do  with  thie  qneaUoQ.  The 
House  had  a  oonstltDtiona]  duty  to  perform,  that 
was  highly  intereetini^.'  The  only  questioii  is, 
How  it  shall  be  performed  ?  The  people  onght 
to  be  fbBy  represented ;  that  la,  the  nunber  of 
fbeir  rqtreaentatirea  shonld  be  increased  nntil 
that  nnjnber  became  inoonTenientfor  the  traos- 
aelion  of  bnmness.  He  bad  aeTor  been  a  friend 
to  an  enonnoos  legialatore ;  enofa  as  that  in 
Frucc^  a  mob  oonvention.  He  thonght  the 
Idea  incorrect  that  this  Hotue  should  acqnire  a 
weight  that  might  eanse  it  to  bear  down  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  He  hoped,  if 
any  such  attempt  should  be  made,  that  body 
would  hare  aaffident  spirit  to  redat  It ;  and  be 
tnuted  tbwe  wonld  alwan  be  finnneas  enooj^ 
here  to  rerist  any  encroachment  attempted. 

As  to  tiie  preaent  ratio  voiding,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  House  shonld  oe  governed  by  any 
uniform  rule.  They  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to 
be  governed  by  the  eiieting  oironmatances.  Not 
bdieving  that  any  1  noon venienoe  would  arise 
from  the  augmented  repreaentatlon  on  the  ratio 
of  thir^  thonaand,  he  wonld  be  in  favor  of  it 
from  the  reasons  he  had  assigned. 


Ur.  Dxnna  did  not  rise  to  say  any  thing  new 
on  tbe  subject ;  but  merely,  as  he  bad  altered  his 
mind  since  the  bnidneee  was  before  the  House,  to 
assign  some  of  the  reaaona  which  had  inflneDced 
him.  He  was  now  In  favor  of  the  ratio  of  thirty 
thonaand.  Hia  first  impraarions  were  against  it 
from  an  afmhenrion  that  tbe  iooreased  num- 
bers of  the  House  would  increase  expense,  and 
prodnee  disorder.  But  he  acknowledged  him- 
self convinoed  hy  the  argnmenta  which  had 
faUen  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  which 
he  thoD^t  oonnterbalanoed  his  tirevlons  appro- 
hensoo.  .  Ur.  B.  thought  it  all-important  to 
preserve  an  eqnilibrinm  between  the  different 
departments  ot  the  Qovcnunent,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  this  would  be  best  effected  by 
making  ihe  representation  in  this  Hooae  as  large 
as  the  conititntion  permitted,  and  conveuienoa 
Justified.-  If  we  eqvected  to  retun  the  confl- 
denoe  of  the  people,  it  was  necessary  to  increase 
tbe  Repreeentative  branch;  for  it  wonld  be  In 
v^  to  look  for  that  oonfldenoe  neoe«ary  to 
give  It  a  proper  portion  of  energy,  onless  then 
existed  a  qrmpatiiy  between  the  elector  and  Iba 
elected. 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  h<^ed  the  amendment  would 
not  obtuu.  The  difference  between  the  effect 
of  the  two  ratios  was  not  veryimportant ;  hnt 
it  was  bigbly  important  that  a  doctrine  so  heret- 
ical and  Improper  as  that  which  had  been 
avowed,  shonld  be  exploded  on  its  first  annmi- 
cintion.  Ha  meant  that  doctrine  which  conri- 
dered  this  Honse  as  the  Repreeentatives  of  the 
people.  When  the  constitution  was  formed, 
two  great  ditBcultiea  presented  themselvee. 
The  luge  States  refbsed  to  confer  on  the  Gov- 
ernment greater  powers  than  those  it  ei^oved, 
which  deeply  aflboted  th^  wealth  and  th^ 
numbers,  nnksa,  aooordlng  to  the  ratio  of  their 
nnmbera,  they  ehonld  participate  in  the  admin- 
istration  of  it ;  while  the  smaller  States  with- 
held their  coDcnirence,  unless  their  sovereignties 
were  gnarontied  and  protected.  These  two 
difflcnltiee  were  snrmounted  by  the  plan  of  the 
preaent  constitution ;  according  to  which  the 
members  of  this  House  were  the  Representatively 
not  of  the  people,  but  of  the  Stat«8  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers.  This  was  the  theon'  of 
the  Government  for  which  he  must  oontead. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  the  strongest  objection 
urged  against  the  adoption  of  the  constitntion, 
was,  that  it  tended  to  a  consolidation  of  the 
States.  But  when  he  looked  into  it  with  a 
Federal  eye,  (and  with  no  other  eye  coold  he 
ever  look  at  it,)  he  saw  the  State  aovereigntiea 
In  all  its  parts  aoknowledged  and  protected.  Of 
tUs,  (he  very  bill  was  itself  a  proot  For  the 
apportionment  was  not  among  the  people,  but 
among  the  States,  according  to  the  nnmbers  of 
each.  Believing  that  this  House  is  the  repie-  ' 
sentative  of  States,  it  was  his  opinion  that  so 
long  as  the  relative  weight  of  States  could  b« 
preserved,  it  was  immaterial  that  each  State 
shonld  be  represented  by  a  large  nmnber  of 
members. 

It  was  with  extreme  regret,  and  some  diS- 
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dance,  Mr.  It.  »aid,  that  he  differed  from  liia 
oolleogue  on  th'iB  sulfject.  Eia  colleague  wished 
to  increase  the  Hanse  to  such  an  extent  aa  to 
make  it  the  ilepositorj  of  the  whole  confidence 
of  the  people.  Mr.  R.  wished  it  to  ptossees  that 
oonfideaco  so  lor  as  related  to  Federal  objects, 
but  no  further.  Increase  it,  twcording  to  the 
theory  of  gentlemen,  make  it  ia  point  of  nam- 
hers,  a  British  Parliament,  or  a  Freuch  con- 
TentioD,  and  jon  will  proportionablf  diminish 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  Sute  ^r- 
eraments.  The;  will  become  feeble  barriers 
against  the  powers  of  the  General  GoTernment ; 
and  the  people  will  inqnire  for  what  pnrpose 
they  elect  their  State  Legislatares.  Mr.  B.  bo- 
liered  it  to  be  of  infinite  importance  that  the 
poises  of  the  GoTcrnment  should  he  preserved ; 
that  it  should  conflno  itself  to  Federal  objects. 
Els  object,  therefore,  was  to  preserve  on  that 
floor  the  proportionate  weight  between  the  sev- 
eral States  which  the  constitution  had  filed. 

Had  any  objection  been  made  to  the  old  Con- 
gress nnder  the  Ooofederation,  that  was  fede- 
rally organized,  for  the  wont  of  talents  or  integ- 
rity? No.  The  only  objection  was,  that  they 
wanted  power.  Hod  the  pubUo  affairs  been  con- 
ducted with  loss  ability  than  thej  are  at  pre- 
sent} He  had  neither  heard,  nor  did  he  believe 
that  they  hod, 

Mr.  R.  conclndcd,  by  making  some  remarks 
on  the  score  of  oonveuience,  similar  to  those 
already  stated. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL,  in  a  speech  of  some  length, 
snpported  the  ratio  of  thirty  thonsand. 

Mr.  S.  SvrtH  felt  indifferent  whether  the  ratio 
of  thirty-three,  or  thot  of  thirty  thousand,  were 
adopted;  but  felt  anxious  that  justice  should  he 
done  to  the  State  of  Maryland.  He  understood 
that  radical  errors  existed  in  the  numbers  given 
to  that  Stote ;  that  in  Harford  Connty  there  were 
returned  only  three  thonsond  slaves,  whereas 
there  ought  to  have  been  retnrned  eighteen 
tlinusand  ;  and  that  in  Cecil  tliere  had  been 
returned  nine  thousand,  instead  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand. He  hoped,  in  order  to  have  these  errors 
corrected,  the  committee  would  rise,  that  the 


This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  conversation  of 
some  length,  in  which  on  one  ade  the  impro- 
priety and  injustice  of  making  an  apportion- 
ment under  the  existing  errors,  and  without  the 
return  from  Tennessee,  were  argued  ;  and,  on 
the  other  side,  the  great  inconvenience  of  delay, 
and  the  inabQity  of  the  House  to  obtain  a  cor- 
rection of  errors,  wliich,  if  attempted  in  one 
instance,  might  be  attempted  in  many. 

Mr.  Van  Nkbs  informed  the  committee  that 
the  return  from  Tenneaaoo  was  received  at  the 
office  of  State,  and  that  it  made  the  population 
of  that  State  amonnt  to  ninety-two  thonsnnd 
free  inhabitants,  and  thirteen  Uiousaud  slaves. 

It  was  ultimately  agreed  that  the  committep 
rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again ; 
which  was  graoted. 


MoKDAT,  December  SI. 
Georgia  LimiU,  and  Delegate  from  JfitttNippL 
The  House  resolved  it»elf  into  a  ComnuttM 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  th«  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  to  whom  were  ref«rred  the 
credentials  of  Narsworthy  Hunter,  who  hu 
appeared  aa  a  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  known  by  the  name  of  tlia 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  UuxBDoB  spoke  forcibly,  and  with  con- 
siderable eloqnauae  against  agreeing  to  tiie  r«- 
port  of  the  committee;  he  sfud  it  woa  not  I 
matter  of  private  but  of  general  concern— that 
Georgia  had  jurisdiction  over  that  territory;  to 
prove  this,  he  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial of  Georg^  to  the  Legislature  of  th« 
Union. 

[The  memorial  was  extremely  l<»ig,  and  «» 
read  but  in  part.] 

Mr.  M.  insisted  on  the  right  of  Georgia  to 
'  the  soil ;  he  would  assert  to  that  body  sod  to 
the  worid  that  she  had  never  given  up  that 
'  right;  and  that  therefore  the  laws  that  lud 
been  passed  by  Congress  fur  the  govemnent  irf 
that  territory  were  void,  and  the  gemlemsn 
elected  as  a  delegate  to  Congress  by  the  L^u- 
latnreof  that  territory  bad  norigbttoaKOlin 
the  House.    Gentlemen  might  say  vhti  th«j 

C lease  of  the  expediency  of  Congress  miihf 
iWB  for  the  government  of  that  territory,  jet 
that  expediency  must  yield  to  jnstioe  asd  to  jiut 
claims ;  depriving  Georxia  ot  her  conEDand 
over  that  soil  and  over  the  people  of  thotsuil, 
was  a  glaring  violation  of  right.  Conuniaaootfi 
had  been  appointed  to  settle  the  dilate  betreea 
the  United  States  and  Geoi^ia;  those  CDiniiiii- 
sioners  are  here,  and  probably  it  will  not  b« 
long  before  those  claims  ore  adjusted ;  be  hopei 
and  trusted  no  fitrther  proceedings  would  take 
place  till  the  dispute  was  completely  settled. 

Mr,  Batard,— The  gontieman  from  Georgi* 
appeared  to  mistake  the  ol^ect  of  the  report  of 
the  select  committee;  that  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Huntert 
and  tosce  whether  the  Legislature  of  the  Jlisiia- 
sippi  territoiT  liad  a  right,  by  the  law  of  Con- 
gress regolatmg  that  government,  to  send  a  de- 
legate, to  eiercLte  here  the  right  of  debaliags  but 
not  of  voting ;  it  was  not  to  admit  into  the  Union 
a  new  State,  or  to  erect  a  new  State  within  the 
bounds  of  another.  The  law  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing the  government  of  that  territoiy,  decbrtt 
that  when  in  that  territoiy  there  shall  be  each  • 
number  of  inhabitants,  they  shall  have  a  Hoose  of 
Representatives  and  a  Legislature ;  and  that  vheo 
their  inhabitants  shall  h^ve  increased  to  mch  a 
number,  the  Legislature  may  appoint  a  delegate 
to  Congress,  with  the  right  of  debating  but  nut 
of  voting.  It  is  not  now  a  question  whether  s 
new  State  shall  he  ereet«d,  but  whether  ihi> 
member  bedulychoseu.  Nor  are  the  interests!^ 
Georgia  at  all  affected :  the  fifth  section  cf  the 
law  establishing  this  Sovemment  eipresslv  de- 
clares that  nothing  in  the  law  for  establishuiga 
temporary  government  there,  s'.iall  in  any  mu- 
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.  ii«r  aflbot  ■117  olainu  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
tlut  Boil.  Commiaeioiien  are  wpointed  on  tbe 
part  of  the  UnitAd  StMes  and  Georgia  to  Mttl« 
tbe  diiinita  between  tbe  tiro  Gfirenmieiita ;  bnt 


mKitt  No,8ir,  itianot  tijotMirotimsMioa 
witb  na ;  we  are  bound  i>j  a  potitiTe  law  of 
OamM.  IfthegeiitleidkiiwMiirgeatagaiiist 
iir.  HuKnB'a  takbg  bia  aeat,  tbe  ralj  way  to 
flfiibct  it  i*,  Inr  repealuig  the  law  of  Oongreaa  ea- 
^^^^l^lf^ln^J  yi^  Qorermnent  (tf  tbe  luMMippi 
Territory. 

itf.  Datibj— The  Houae  have  no  bonnen  to 
meddle,  in  thla  oaae,  with  the  olainu  of  the 
United  Statea,  orof  G«or(^  to  that  temkiTv; 
we  hare  onlf  to  giMnine  the  oredcotiala  of  the 
member,  and  to  aee  whether  the  Lf^idatiiK^ 
in  otHifoniiity  to  the  act  ^  Oongreaa,  were  an- 
tbraued,  or  not,  to  aend  a  delegate.  If  that 
act  of  Oongreea  be  nnooostitntianal,  it  idnct  be 
repealed  by  the  Benate  and  Honae ;  yet,  as  it 
now  ia,  we  are  bound  to  hot  one  dedtSon  <« 
thiaanbiect 

Mr.  Eaxsolph. — He  tbon^t  gentlemen  did 
not  tieat  the  member  from  G«oi^  with  due 
candor  and  reepeot.  It  ehoold  be  remembered 
that  G«or^  bad  erer  protested  against  the 
lawerelatiTe  tothelCaffiSMi^Territorj.  It  was 
tlie  dnty  of  that  gentleman,  as  a  member  from 
the  Stat«  (rf  Gewfiia,  to  diiaent ;  omstnotloDi 
might  be  pot  on  sileooe.  The  United  States 
had  arrogated  the  power  (tf  governing  that  ter- 
ritorf,  at  tbe  aame  dme  aaying  that  snob  as- 


of  Qeor^j  bat  did  not  tbia  very  aasnmpdon  of 
ft  ri^t  to  govern,  ptiq)ndge  eUms  f  We  are 
told  the  ccHnmiasioners  are  m  tbe  ere  of  tet- 
tlinK  the  dispute ;  let  us  widt  tUl  this  be  aooom- 
jdiued,  Mr.  B.  motioned  that  the  otanmlttee 
riee. 

Ur.  OumoxRL— He  thon^t  it  right  In  the 

Citlenua  from  Georgia  to  dtNwnt ;  it  was  to 
e^Moted;  he  did  not  rise  to  oensnre  Mm, 
He  did  not  coooeiTe  that  anj  gentleman  in  the 
Honae  wiabed,  in  (hia  matter,  to  do  any  thing 
that  would jmjnAoe  tbe  intmet  or  claims  of 
Georgia,  llie  asBDmptioii  (^  a  power  to  gire 
laws  to  the  TBrnamip^  Traritorj  arose  from  the 
necMtlty  of  the  tbinft  and  from  benertdenoe  to 
the  inhabitant;  he  woold  not  sofllar  an  infi«o- 
tkn  of  the  conatitntion  for  the  world:  no,  not 
to  eave  a  worid.  [Tbe  Chairman  oalled  him  to 
order :  tlie  qoeation  was  dov  on  tbe  commit- 
tee's riong.]  Hr.  0.  laid  be  did  not  know  bnt 
he  might  be  oat  of  order,  but  if  he  wo^  he 
believed  otbere  had  been  in  the  same  sitoatioD. 
He  widied  to  express  his  opinions  on  tbe  sub- 
ject in  conunon  with  others.  It  ahoold  be  oon- 
udered  that  the  delegate  from  the  Uissisrippi 
territory  would  lave  no  right  to  vote,  but 
only  to  debate ;  he  would  be  only  a  sting,  bnt 
widiont  poison.  We  onght,  moreover,  to  oblige 
onr  brethren  of  that  Soathem  hemisphere ;  we 
oo^t  to  Imar  thur  statements,  attMui  to  tiielr 
wants,  Ac 
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r.  Daxa. — He  was  fiw  the  committee's  ris- 
ing. It  had  been  osnal  to  anffer  the  reports  of 
the  Committee  of  Eleodons  to  lie  on  tbe  table, 
and  if  no  protest  or  complaint  were  entered, 
nothing  farther  was  done  with  them,  and  the 
membwt  kept  their  seolo.  In  the  case  of  the 
North-western  and  Indiana  Territories,  they 
were  obBged  to  inquire,  if  it  was  the  first  time, 
whether  there  was  a  right  to  send  a  delegate; 
sndi  is  tbe  sitnaticA  now  of  the  member  frwn 
the  IGsaiasiwl  Territory ;  tbe  records  show  their 
right  to  send,  the  report  states  that  this  del^ 
gate  is  dnly  diosen.  Let  the  report  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  member  keep  his  sest 

Mr.  GmswoLD. — ^He  waa  not  in  favor  of  tbe 
oommittee'i  rising.  It  was  extremely  nnplea- 
sant  to  the  delegate  from  the  Mlasinippi  Terri- 
tory to  remain  in  this  ntnation;  he  himsdf 
clauned  aaeat  in  that  House,  not  as  a  matter  of 
&Tor  bnt  of  ri^ht;  and  this  Hoose  bad  not  the 
power  of  depnving  him  of  this  right  withont 
repealing  tbe  act  of  Congress  establiahing  a 
government  over  that  Territory.  Borne  gentle- 
men have  B^  that  tbe  rights  of  deor^a  wHl 
be  a&ot«d  by  the  admittance  of  this  member 
to  a  seat ;  encli  certainly  could  not  be  the  case ; 
if  tbe  claims  of  Georgia  are  at  all  affected,  it  ia 
done  already  by  act  of  Congress ;  yet,  for  his 
part:,  he  did  not  conrider  the  claims  of  Georgia 
as  affected  or  injnred.  Nor  ooght  we  to  wait 
tbe  dedsion  of  the  oommisaloners ;  that  ded- 
rion  may  take  place  in  a  month,  and  perbiqn 
will  nottheee  six  months. 

Mr.  Maooh. — There  ought  to  be  some  peti- 
tion or  statement  of  beta  presented  by  the  mem- 
ber ttom  Oeor^  or  some  other  persoo,  to 
Justify  a  discossion  at  this  time,  or  t«  prevent 
the  delegtOe  from  taking  his  seat.  He  wished 
bis  right  and  his  credentials  treated  as  those  d 
any  other  member.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Oonnecticnt,  (Mr.  Dana,)  Uiat  It 
were  better  for  the  committee  to  rise,  withont 
leave  to  rit  again ;  the  member  would  then  be- 
entitled  to  hia  seat  and  hia  pay,  till  it  shoidd  b» 
shown  that  be  haa  no  olum  to  them, 

Mr.  Baiabd. — He  did  not  agree  with  the- 
Speaker;  tbe  face  of  the  report  of  the  seleoft 
committee  gives  sondeot  cause  for  a  dedsion. 
of  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  gentle- 
man frmn  OcMgis  opposes  the  decision  of  t]i» 
select  comnuttee  ;  and  it  is  doeto  the  member 
from  Georgia,  and  to  the   delegate,  to  hnc 


haa  been  duly  elected;  not  whether  the  Le^»- 
latare  of  the  Hbrisslppi  Territorv  had  a  r^ht  to 
eleothim.  Gentiemen have ssia we  arepr^n- 
dicing  the  cbdms  of  Georgia,  that  their  righti 
are  implicated  in  this  step ;  they  have  e^  that 
tbe  act  of  Congreat  estabUabing  a  govemment 
was  an  assumption  of  power;  not  so:  bj  0)8 
Spaaisb  treaty  that  temtory  was  ceded  to  tlis 
United  States;  the  inhabitants  were  withont  a 
government ;  they  petitioned  Congress  for  soma 
form  of  government.  What  was  to  be  done  f 
The  interpodtion  of  Conpreea  arose  sb  tMeM*i(ata 
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r«i.  ItwainoasanmpdoiiofpoweroresBertion 
fi  cloimB.  It  was  s  necessarf  Mtabliahment  of 
a  temporarr  govertimeDt,  to  oontinae  white 
there  was  neoesdty.  He  was  for  an  immediate 
decision. 

Ifeesrs.  Eahddlfb,  Datib,  Batabd,  B.  Suth, 
ICaoon,  and  Qriswold,  continned  tlie  debate. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  UtLLEDSB  wished  the  yeas  and  aaje, 
even  if  he  stood  atone.  Tittj  wen  taken,  imd 
stood,  yeas  77,  najs  8. 

TuESDAT,  December  23. 

Another  meml>er,  to  wit,  John  Rutlxdob, 

from  Sontti  Oardiaia,  appeared,  produced  his 

eredentials,  was  qnalmed,  and  took  his  seat  in 

tlie  Hoose. 

Tintei>a.T,  December  2B. 
Librar]/  of  Congreu. 

Mr.  ItASDOLFH  reported  a  "  bill  oonoeming 
the  llt}nr7  for  the  nse  of  both  Honees  of  Oon- 
greas ;"  which,  after  being  twice  read,  was  com- 
mitted to  a,  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose: 
Mr.  BuTi.Bi>aE  in  the  oh^. 

The  bill  provided  that  the  raembera  of  both 
Honsea,  the  Preddent  aod  Vice  Freddent  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Jadges  of  the  Bn- 

Cme  Oonrt,  shonld  have  liberty  to  take  any 
k  from  the  librair  to  r«ad. 
Mr.  Sprioo  DMveo,  te  add  the  Jadgee  of  the 
District  of  Colomhis.    He  was  supported  in  ar- 

Cent  by  Mr.  Dennis,  npon  the  groood  of  the 
)riaDoe  of  the  cansea  which  this  espedal 
district  would  present^  aad  the  great  expense 
and  extreme  scarci^  of  some  most  valoahle  and 
neoessary  law  books. 

Mr.  Bi.iAaD  objected  to  the  motion,  bee 
he  oonld  discover  no  reason  for  distingnisbing 
the  Jadgoi  of  the  district  from  others  j  but 
Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  being  tar  from 
their  Ubraries,  reqnired  each  referenoea.  He 
hoped  the  Ooi^jreaeioo^  Librai?  would  uerer 
be  sobjected  to  tbe  abuse  which  books  nw  ' ' 
ooorts  of  jnstioe  were  too  liable  to. 

The  motioQ  was  not  agreed  to. 

Some  obeerrations  were  made  as  to  the  time 
which  tbelibriU7  was  to  remcdn  open. 

Mr.  GaiswoLD  moved  to  confine  it  to  the 
time  of  the  sesrion  tf  Oongreea. 

It  was  carried,  with  an  exception  moved  by 
Vt.  Sodtbabo,  in  &roc  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Sapreme  Ooorl  whose  sesdona  do  not  aooord 
with  those  pf  Oongreaa. 

A  blank  was  left  as  to  the  som  to  be  appro- 
priated, in  addition  to  the  rauaining  part  of  the 
five  thooaaBd  dollars  heretofore  appropriated, 
for  the  purchase  of  books. 

On  Vie  Chairman's  asking  the  aam  with 
-which  to  fill  the  blank,  Mr.  Rakimupb  moved 
to  strike  out  the  sections,  obeerving  that,  of 
that  Bam,  not  mora  than  |3,200  hod  been  osed, 
and  |2,800  remained  unexpended.  He  enter- 
tained no  doabt  but  Congress  would  aid  the 
iiistitntion  by  every  timely  grant. 


'Wednsbda.t,  December  80. 
'  Tntental  Taxf, 

Mr.  Davis  moved  the  appdntmoit  of  a  emit- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieoov  of  repeal- 
ing the  acta  impodng  duties  on  stilli  sod  die- 
tiUed  spirits,  on  refined  engars,  on  sales  at  aoe- 
tton,  and  on  pleasure  carriages. 

Mr.  Davis  s^d  his  object,  is  maMng  this  mo- 
tion, was,  that  tbe  House  should  accompM 
that  directly,  which  had  been  this  sessioB  at 
tempted  in  so  urcnitons  a  way  as  to  embamas 
and  delay  its  proceedings.  He  saw  no  reaaon 
for  going  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Thole,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  decirions  that  might  better 
be  made  directly  by  the  Hodm  itaelL 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  connderaUe  length 
ensned,  in  which,  on  the  one  nde,  the  ref«i«n<a 
to  a  select  committee,  and  on  the  othwareferaow 
to  a  Oommittw  of  the  whole  House  was  advc- 
oatod.  Ko  decinon  was  had,  and  of  conne  tbe 
motion  of  Mr.  D.  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabla 

Armj/  Seduetum. 

Mr.  Batabd,  during  the  oonrse  of  the  debate 
— in  allusion  to  the  adoption  yesterday  of  tha 
resolution  of  Mr.  Randolph  f(»-  redndiig  Ik* 
Military  Establishment,  which  he  thocgtit  pm- 
mature,  not  oonaidering  the  Hoose  as  laffloNt- 
ly  aequunted  with  the  det^la  of  the  SB){)eet,  to 
act  npon  it — said,  that  If  gentlemen  wan  fir 
reducing  the  Army  in  wh^vw  degree,  <x  tot 
abandoning  it  altogether,  he  ahould  go  iriih 
them.  He  wonld,  on  eooh  oooanon,  be  gov- 
erned by  the  same  prinoiplea  which  had  hitlwrU 
gnided  him.  He  hod'  heretc^ore  been  diepnel 
to  repose  a  libersl  confidenoe  In  the  EieeetiTa 
of  the  United  States ;  and  when  an  inenaK  of 
onr  military  force  had  been  recommended  t? 
the  President,  he  had  invariably  been  for  H; 
mnoh  more  wonld  he  be  disposed,  when  a  le- 
duction  was  recommended  boat  the  s«iw  ifar- 
ter,  to  sanction  it  by  his  vot«.  With  the  Eieoa- 
tive  rested  the  respoDeibility  of  the  eiUrior  d» 
fence  of  the  nation;  and  if  ^e  ExeontivevM 
of  opinion  that  the  nation  was  secure  vUb  a 
force  of  three,  two,  or  one  Ihonsand,  or  with- 
out even  a  single  man,  he  wonld  codcoi  with 
him  In  pvlng  eSect  to  such  a  oonvietioD. 

Mr.  Randolph  waa  called  np  by  these  n- 
marks.  He  had  little  thought  tW  hb  motioB, 
agreed  to  yeeterday^ui  ttkoHo,  and  wbhoat 
the  least  he^tation,  Tould  have  been  made  tbe 
topic  of  such  ammated  animadvemNo  as  be  bti 
heard  to-day.  He  wonld  tdl  the  gMtloBMB 
from  Delaware,  that  lus  motioB  had  OMtt* 
been  imiaatare  in  snbetanoe,  nor  prematore  m 
to  time.  It  wonld  be  recollectedjhat  preritw 
to  Its  adaption,  the  Secretory  of  Warbadbcrt 
called  upon  to  fbrniih  information  to  tbe  Boom 
He  had  fomided  informationf  to  his  mind  oca- 
pletely  satisfocton^.  He  had  stated  tbe  ertsb- 
lishment  to  be  five  thousand  men ;  and  bii 
opinion  that  all  the  nnisona  reqi^red  "^ 
three  thousand  men.  Conld  it,  then,  with  lay 
reason  he  called  premature  to  act  upon  s^  b- 
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formation  t  If  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
or  ottier  gentlemen  thought  so,  whj  not  com' 
bat  a  deoiraon  at  the  time  t  Did  they  ima^oe 
that,  idthoDt  the  ezio'Mrion  of  a  mnrmnr  by 
tbem,  th«  mover  woold  himself  rise  and  oppose 
hiaowa  motion  t 

Aa  to  the  delaf  which  had  been  noticed,  as 
h&Ting  taken  place  in  the  transaction  of  biiai~ 
neaa,  it  was  not  to  be  asoribed  to  ao;  particular 
mode  of  procedore  ;  bnt  to  Che  onDsoal  lan- 
guor of  the  season;  to  the  absence  of  several 
members  of  great  weight;  to  the  augmentation 
of  new  monbers  not  yet  fiillf  acquainted  with 
the  forms  of  biuineea,  and  to  the  nnnanal  mass  of 
information  presented  to  the  Honse^  which  en- 
larged the  field  of  action,  and  to  the  delays  of 
printing  ariniig  from  the  tmnsnal  onaiititT  of 
matter  anbnutted. 

Internal  Taxei, 

ICr.  Batabd  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
•tste  of  the  Uttion,  for  the  parpoee  of  enabling 
him  to  offer  a  resolution  to  the  following  effect : 

•*  2e«J*e<I,  lliit  tba  Conunittse  of  Ways  and  Mauu 
be  inftnKiCed  to  inqoire  IdIo  the  expadienoy  of  npeal- 
bu  tha  law*  laying  dallet  on  itiU*  and  diMllled 
^£itt,  on  rafined  ngu,  on  Mlal  Bt  anotioii,  on 
pkanaable  oairiagea,  on  itampa,  and  on  poMage  of 

Hr.  Bataxd  made  this'  motion  for  tlie  pnr- 
pose  of  pladog  the  important  8nt{]eot  contem- 

Elated  by  it  in  a  train  for  decision.  He  thooght 
,  fdl  time  to  oonimenoe  oor  proceedinss  upon 
it ;  and  in  his  opinion,  it  was  fit  tiiat  ue  oon- 
^eration  of  the  sabjeot,  generally,  shotild  go 
before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ifeons. 
The  enlnect  was  ao  important  as  to  strike  at  the 
vital  pnnciplee  of  our  revenue.  The  repeal  of 
the  internal  taxes  involved  a  reduction  of  Biz 
hondred  thonsaod  dollars  in  our  reoeipts.  The 
jn^>priety  of  such  a  reduction  did  not  constitute 
B  distini^  subject  for  condderation,  bnt  depend- 
ed upoo  the  deductions  made  on  a  comprehe&' 
rive  view  of  our  finances,  which  could  only  be 
taken  by  the  Committee  of  Wars  and  Means,  to 
whom  was  committed  generally  whatever  re- 


If  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  a^d  Kt.  B.,  were 
made  np  to  aboHdi  all  the  internal  taxes.  It 
most  be  tA  them  perfectly  Imiuatfirial  to  wliat 
oommittee  a  reference  was  made.  He  knew 
tlie  flattering  proepeots  held  out  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  hoped  they  wonld  all  be  verified. 
Bnt  his  own  mind  was  cot  made  up,  nor  did  be 
know  that  the  minds  of  otber  gentlemen  were 
made  np  on  the  propriety  of  dispensing  with 
tfaeee  taxcH.  He  was  led  to  this  inference  by  ob- 
serving no  official  notice  to  such  effect  in  the 
oommnnications  mode  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  On  the  contrary,  the  Secrete^  bad  so 
mode  bis  ealculations,  predicated  as  they  were 
upon  tbe  continuance  of  these  taxes,  that  his 
calculations  wonld  be  greatly  deranged  by  dis- 
penidng  with  them.  Mr.  B.  knew  not  that  we 
were  pi^pared  to  le^i  this  predpioe.    If  the 


public  bnrdens  could  be  reduced,  he  would  be 
delighted  with  tbe  act  of  rednction.    Tet  still, 

if  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  de- 
rived from  these  taxes,  oould  be  dispensed  with, 
doubts  might  be  entertained  whether  tbe  inter- 
nal taxes  ftere  those  which  should  be  first  eitber 
reduced  or  abolished.  He  held  it  to  be  a  cor- 
rect principle,  that  taxation  should  be  equjd, 
and  that  no  one  class  of  dtizens  should  be  bur- 
dened to  the  exemption  of  all  other  classes. 
From  a  slight  consideration  of  the  snlject,  he 
had  found  no  other  way  of  enabling  our  breth- 
ren to  the  westward  to  participate  in  the  pnblio 
burdens  tban  by  affording  them  an  opportuni^ 
of  paying  their  portion  of  internal  rerenne.  It 
might  appear,  on  investigation,  that  more  sub- 
stantial relief  would  be  horded  to  the  various 
deeoriptions  of  our  ddzens,  bv  continuing  the 
internal  taxes,  and  reducing  tliose  on  imports ; 
and  if  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  diminigb 
the  burden  imposed  on  oor  western  citizens, 
he  would  ask  whether  that  effect  would  not  be 
more  substantially  accomplished  by  reducing 
the  tax  np<m  salt  t  It  wonld  be  recoUeeted 
that  great  opposition  had  been  made  to  the  im- 
position of  this  tax,  which  had  been  denomi- 
nated oppressive,  as  it  fell  upon  an  article  of 
neoesraty. 

Attention  ou^t,  also,  to  be  paid  to  tbe  lia- 
bility of  several  articles  to  be  smu^ed,  the  only 
mode  of  preventing  which  was  well  known  to 
be  a  rednction  of  the  duties. 

Mr.  B.  stated  these  oircumstanoea,  not  as  evi- 
dences of  having  matured  his  own  ideas ;  but  to 
show  the  necenity  of  referring  the  saljject  to  a 
oommittee,  whose  special  duty  it  was  to  take  a 
general  view  of  the  resourcee  and  expenses  of 
tbe  nation,  and  who,  therefore,  in  the  present 
stage  of  the  session;  were  alone  in  a  ntnati<^  to 
make  the  requisite  inquiry. 

Mr.  Ensns  said  that  the  reasons  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  were  with  him 
oondnsive  that  this  was  not  the  proper  time 
for  considering  tbe  subject  Until  we  know 
the  reductions  in  tbe  expenditiu'es  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  are  to  be  made,  it  is  impossible 
that  we  can  say  how  far  it  will  be  expedient  to 
reduce  or  abolish  our  taxes.  We  bod  not  de- 
termined to  what  extent  tbe  Army  or  tbe  Nav; 
sbonld  be  reduced,  nor  bad  we  come  to  any 
ultimate  decision  on  any  reduction  whatever. 
For  these  reasons  he  must  oppose  a  dedsion  at 


Mr.  Baook  concurred  with  Mr.  Ecms  in  con- 
sidering any  decidon  as  at  present  pranatnre. 

Mr.  BuTi.KD0>  viewed  the  sabjeot  as  of  great 
importance.  He  could  not  figure  to  his  imagin- 
ation one  likely  to  occur  this  sescaon  of  equal 
importance.  The  Preddent  contemplated  ■ 
repeal  of  sU  the  internal  revenues,  and  the  im- 
pdeitiou  of  all  taxes  upon  imported  articlee. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  appears,  by  im- 
plication, to  be  of  a  different  o}dnian,  and  oon- 
templatee  a  ooutinuance  of  these  duties.  What 
is  tbe  olyect  of  the  gentleman  from  Ddawaret 
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Wbv,  delay ;  timefor  consideration,  by  raference 
of  the  snt^^^'t  ^  ^  oommittee  most  conipet«nt 
to  inqoire.  Ab  to  the  public  burdens,  eTet? 
member  on  the  floor  bad  a.  common  feeling. 
Te  do  not  wish  to  lay  unneoessary  taxes.  Bat 
when  toxea  are  laid,  when  they  are  nncomplun- 
«d  of^  it  -wM  indeed  deeply  intereetinR  without 
oonaideralion  to  decide  on  their  abortion.  Ur. 
R.  eaid,  fi>r  himseli;  he  ehonld  be  embarrassed 
by  being  forced  into  an  immediate  decidon. 
We  want  information  before  we  are  called  npon 
to  decide.  The  motion  seetg  that  informatKHi. 
It  sencla  the  bnsineai  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Heana,  to  whom  it  belongs  at  right.  It  is 
their  duty  to  oondder  It,  for  whatever  relates 
to  revenne  most  go  to  them.  Gtentlemen  oan- 
not  say  that  they  are  mirpriBed.  By  the  reao- 
Intlon,  tbey  are  not  called  apon  to  decide  npraa 
the  mtjject;  tbeyare  only  wiled  npon  to  plaoe 
it  in  a  trun  tar  deei^on. 

Mr.  Hacom  hoped  the  bnslneeB  would  betaken 
up,  and  the  sooner  it  was  done,  the  better.  It 
was  oert^nly  of  great  Importanoe,  and  the 
earlier  the  Honse  proceeded  to  ooonder  it,  the 
sooner  wonld  they  be  prepared  for  deciding 
npon  it  If  the  vote  of  reference  was  final,  the 
argnments  of  &o  ^ntleman  fh>m  Massaohn- 
eetla  would  apply.    Bat  this  was  not  the  case. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  President  had  de- 
clared his  opii^on  tliat  we  can  dispense  with 
these  tazee.  The  statement  was  not  correct. 
His  opinion  was  contingent  He  had  said,  we 
may  mspenae  with  tbeee  tazee  in  case  we  pro- 
ponionablT  lednoe  the  expenses. 

Ab  to  the  remaps  made  reapecting  tbe  dif- 
femt  opli^ons  of  the  Protdent  and  Beoretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  thcj  likewise  were  erroneoos. 
Diatinet  views  were  taken  Inr  each.  ThePreei- 
deat,  contemplating  a  reduction  in  the  ex- 
penses, intdmatea  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  internal  taxee ;  whereas  the  Secretary  of 
the  rreaeory,  taking  things  as  then' are,  states 
the  efieota  c^  ttieir  continnanoe.    From  these 


Ur.H.aondDdedt7ez|Mreadngahope  that  the 
espenaes  of  the  OoTemment  woold  be  reduced, 
that  the  internal  taxes  woidd  be  taken  of^  and 
that  immediate  meaames  would  be  pnrgoad  for 
jmvarlng  the  Eonse  f6r  a  final  deaiaion. 

Ur.  Eirma  was  aUke  hoatjle  to  the  present 
motion  and  to  that  which  had  been  made  by  the 
gsntleman  from  ^ratno^  who  bad  yeatord^ 
uitrodnoed  the  mtjjeot  He  had  heard  the  mo- 
tton  with  a  sensation  of  onoommon  snrprise; 
fbr  he  was  of  (pinion  that  the  public  attention 
ahcold  not  be  attracted,  or  the  public  sensation 
exdtad,  till  we  should  be  able  to  determine  the 
oooree  proper  to  be  pnrsned.  He  felt  himself 
iiDi»«|>ared  to  decide,  and  believed  other  gentle- 
meo  were  eqoaUy  nnprepared.  He  hop^  that 
he  cherished  a  snitoble  respect  for  the  Preoi- 
dent  of  the  Cnited  Btatee,  thongh  he  did  not 
kDOW  that  he  Wonld  go  m  fu-  as  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  and  diaband  a  whole  army  at 
his  word. 


Tbm.  IpaontBtt,  IBOL 

The  wisest  conrse  was  to  wait  notil  iofbniu- 
tion  was  obtained.  This  would  in  &ot  be  pun- 
ing  time.  If  the  Committee  of  Va^  and  Ueuna 
were  to  ooouder  the  antijec^  it  mnat  be  nadef 
the  present  state  of  things.  The;  could  not 
take  for  granted  what  nugfat  or  mi^Dottie 
done  by  Oongress ;  and  before  0<hi(^em  could 
dedde,  tbey  mnst  have  information  wluch  they 
do  not  yet  possess.  He  who,  mider  pttsent 
circnmstanCMs  attempted  to  say  to  whit  length 
ovr  retrewdiments  wonld  go^  and  what  tain 
we  ooold  spare,  might  indeed  be  called  a  pro- 

We  oDght  not,  said  Ut.  E.,  to  etir  tiie  paUit 
sensibility  improperly  or  prtanatmely.  B^  ei> 
citing  that  senribili^  befine  we  bad  detennined 
how  to  act  in  fntnre,  impraarions  m^  be  nissd 
which  we  shsll  not  be  able  to  satiaFf. 

Mr.  Simjx  oononrred  in  opinion  with  Ur.  E. 
and  moved,  as  the  beet  mode  <^  dlspodog  a 
tbe  sabjeot,  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Gmawou)  declared  himself  agunst  delay. 
He  knew  not  why  the  Hoose  were  not  prepsred 
to  decide  immedlatdy.  The  Frendeat  ud  in- 
trodneed  the  anl^eot,  and  if  any  senility  bad 
been  excited,  it  mnst  be  ucribed  to  him,  isd 
not  to  us.  Nor  did  he  think  that  any  ill  i&dt 
wonld  flow  from  attraotiog  tbe  public  atteotiao. 
The  President  did  not  know,  when  be  addrsM- 
ed  ns,  that  we  wonld  be  for  a  reduction  of  tbt 
expenses ;  yet,  thinking  aa  hedid,  it  wtahi^y 

S roper  in  him  to  give  his  opinion  to  the  B(«ia 
0  propoeed  to  na,  it  wonld  ezUbit  a  mat  of 
re^Mct  to  that  Ma^strate  not  to  take  it  np  im> 
mediately.  Not  to  act  npon  it  {mnnpt^  would 
be  subversive  of  tbe  national  toanquillitj  after 
tbe  attention  of  the  pnblio  bad  been  dincted 
to  it 

Mr.  Siftui  had  thoo^t  Ota  gtmtlraian  frtm 
Oonnectioat  waa  too  well  aeqnaioted  w^  iba 
prooeedinga  of  that  Home  to  t^  that  the  Oom- 
mittoe  of  W^ra  and  Means  were  prepared  to  s(i 
tipon  this  anltject.  IMd  they  know  how  &r 
we  wonld  reduce  the  Army,  the  Nary,  or  the 
Jndicdairl 

Mr.  Vuirnv  hoped  the  oommittee  winH 
rise.    Any  d 

present  prematnre, 

the  Secretary  allnded  to,  tliey  wore  made  from 
the  existing  revenne,  and  all  his  dedootians 
wer«  made  therefrom.  The  Freddant  had 
taken  another  view  of  tlM  solijecL  Oontaift- 
plating  the  probability  of  a  redootioo  in  oar  ei- 
peneee,  he  had  stated  that  in  aooh  eveat,  v« 
could  dimenM  with  the  utmial  taxes.  Brt 
whether  the  oouteD^dated  radnotioD  eodd  be 
mad&  the  House  were  not  prcfMred  to  say.  Of 
one  thing  he  waa  anre^  that  not  a  sin^  neces- 
sary tax  wonld  be  abaadmed. 

Mr.  DanA  aaid,  that  miwe  than  three  naa 
hava  eltpeed  ainoe  the  Freaideitt^  eomnawa' 
ttonhaa  been  loidbefim  na,  and,  doriv  that 
tjmes  a  aenie  of  decorum  haa  not  iDdneea  as  la 
take  op  one  of  the  moat  imqtortant  parts  of  it 
He  certainly  agreed  with  gnntlemeo  that  we 
ought  to  take  np  the  *nl)}eat  and  dedde  fcr  <nr- 


mmv  hoped  the  oommittee  wffiU 
r  dispomOon  of  tlie  sabject  was  ol 
rematnre.    Aa  to  the  eabnlatiOD*  et 
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■elves.  If  we  ooaoar  with  the  Fmident,  we 
ihaD  repeal  the  laws ;  if  we  do  not  ooncnr,  we 
may,  it  is  tme,  risk  onr  popnkritj  by  oppomng 
Ki  fororite  s  measure  with  the  people.  But 
placed  as  we  ahoU  be  between  popmsrity  on  the 
one  hand,  and  dnty  on  the  other,  as  honest  men 
we  should  do  onr  daty.  Bat  certunly  it  is  onr 
dnty  now  to  examine  the  eabjeot.  Grant  that 
the  rednotion  in  onr  expenses  may  extend  to  a 
million,  tbongfa  »oarcely  half  that  ram  oonld  be 
hoped  for ;  still  the  question  remuns  what 
taxes  shall  be  dimiaiabed.  He  oosld  not,  for 
hia  part,  feel  all  that  horror  of  pnblio  senaibility 
that  had  been  portrayed  by  the  gentleman  &om 
Uaeeachnsetts.  What  have  we  to  fear,  Bnppose 
we  interfere  with  that  eenaibility  1  If  we  do  so 
in  the  disoharge  of  onr  duty,  he  was  perfectly 
willing  itahoold  be  exdted;  nay,  itwonld  be 
tisefii]  to  the  people  themselves. 

Hr.  Enem  was  perfectly  ready  to  meet  the 
pnblio  Bentnbility,  whether  for  or  against  ns. 
We  had  already  tried  it  both  way&  He  was 
mnoh  pleased  with  the  respect  professed  by 
gentlemen  for  the  pnblio  eensibili^,  and  also 
for  the  commitnioations  of  the  President.  But 
ttier«  were  parts  of  those  commnnioations, 
whidi,  notwithstanding  the  impatience  of  geo- 
tlenwn,  they  would  not  be  dlmleased  at  laying 


Til.  Batabd  did  not  expect  an  ot^torition  to 


deference  to  the  Freddent  from  the  opposite, 
as  frtHn  his  own  ride.  For  his  part  he  felt  no 
terrors  at  meeting  Qte  whole,  or  any  part  of  the 
President's  oommonicadons.  Whatever  he  re- 
oommended  that  was  right,  he  would  vote  for, 
and  whatever  was  wrong,  he  would  oppose. 
Though  his  former  habits  iiad  led  him  to  oher- 
idi  a  respect  for  the  Freadent,  of  which  he  did 
not  repent,  yet  he  felt  no  servility  that  would 
le«d  lum  to  repress  an  expression  of  his  senti- 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  talked 
aboat  rednoing  the  Army,  the  Kavy,  and  the 
Jodidaij.  Bat  tJiere  were  other  expenses  which 
the  genueman  might  have  dwelt  on.  Why  d- 
lenton  tike  Legidatnrel  Let  na  redaoe  the 
length  of  onr  sesBcms.  It  did  not  ^jpear  con- 
sistent in  that  gentlwian  to  strike  at  the  Jn^- 
aary,  and  oUier  departments,  and  leave  nn- 
tooMied  what«ver  affeoted  himselC 

tlr.  RunioifHdid  not  desire  to  ooonpy  mnoh 
of  tbe  time  of  the  committee,  as  he  thonght  it 
fanmaiwial  whether  tlie  committee  rise  or  not. 
Bnt  he  wished,  for  the  information,  and  perhi^ 
for  tlw  satisfsolioii,  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
aadiiMbtts,  to  state  that,  among  other  members, 
he  was  one  who  had  not  decided  whether  Oov- 
enmient  cotild  di^>ense  with  the  internal  taxes. 
He  hoped,  and  wss  inclined  to  believe,  that 
fiiey  nught  be  dispensed  with.  The  Secretary 
of  the  l^easnry  had  expreeely  etst«d  that  part 
of  his  report  was  qMCQlative,  viz:  that  part 
whicfa  iofiured  tiie  eSiMts  of  peaoe.    The  cor- 


rectness of  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  on  tliia 
point  most  decide  the  Hoose  as  to  the  propriety 
of  giving  up  these  taxed.  He  was  one  who. 
though  he  did  not  think  a  state  of  peace  wonld 
materially  afi^t  the  revenue,  had  not  decided 
whether  a  reduction  of  the  public  impoeitiona  in 
this  or  that  species  of  revenne  should  be  made. 
He  noticed  these  things,  to  prevent  an  improarion 
being  mode  on  the  public  mind  that  tlie  Ilonse 
were  for  precipitating  a  decision.  As  to  the 
pnblio  sensation,  he  rait  no  alarm.  He  knew 
that  oQT  messnrea  most  depend  npon  the  re- 
dnctions  we  shall  make. 

Mr.  B.,  for  these  reasons,  wss  against  any  de- 
cision now;  and  bad  the  gentleman  fl-om  Ken- 
tncky  pressed  his  motion  yesterday,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  move  a  postponement  of  it  In  the 
meui  time,  there  were  other  important  to[nc4 
involved  in  the  Message  that  might  be  referred 
and  acted  npon. 

Mr.  Daha  presomed  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  had  done  him  the 
honor  of  alloding  to  him  in  hia  remarks.  Ha 
was  not  very  sohcitona  that  the  subject  ehonld 
be  inquired  into,  bnt  ainco  it  was  broudit  up, 
he  most  say  that  nothing  short  of  the  talents  of 
the  honorahlo  gentleman  could  famish  a  sem- 
blance of  reason  for  not  going  immediately  into 
the  inquiry.  That  gentleman  errs  egregionaly, 
if  he  imi^ines  that  I  can  dread  an  investigation 
of  any  pomt  involved  in  the  Preaident's  Message. 
He  woold  add,  that  whatever  his  particnhu 
opinion  might  be  of  the  person  to  whom  had 
been  confided  the  Qovemment  of  the  nation,  it 
became  him  only  to  see  ia  him  the  first  Magis- 
trate of  the  country,  and  to  treat  him  with  cor- 
respondent respect  and  to  see  in  what  he  did, 
not  the  man,  but  the  measure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  commit- 
tee rising,  and  lost — yeas  89,  nays  48. 

The  roterenoe  to  tbe  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  then  carried,  both  in  committee  and 
in  the  House,  without  a  division. 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 


MoifD^T,  Janoary  4^  1803. 

WnxuM  Babst  Gbotb,  &om  North  OaroUnA, 
appeared,  prodnoed  hia  credentiala,  and  took  Lis 
seat  In  the  House. 

Ordmvd,  That  Mr.  Hilledoi  be  ^ypolnted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the 
room  of  Mr,  DionoK,  who  la  aiok  and  imabla 
to  attend. 

Jvdieiary  Syttem. 

Hr.  IUkdolph  moved  that  the  House  ahonld 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Unioo,  with  the  view  of  submitting  three 
resolntdona  to  the  committee,  viz: 

"  Rmiiied,  That  it  ii  expedient  to  inqairs  whatbcr 
any,  and  vhst,  altarstioni  ihonld  be  made  In  the 
Jndioal  EMabliduneiit  of  the  United  States 

Ritohii,  ThatprorUononghttabemjidsfbr  the 


Sctohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  Inqninwhothsr 
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n  be  mads  In  tba  (dril 
•ipenm  of  lli«  Gonnunent  of  tba  Unitod  Slatei.* 

The  Honso  ftccordiDgly  went  into  comniittce. 

Mr.  Batasd  presamea  an  agreement  Ui  these 
reBolntions  wonld,  in  their  present  shape,  meet 
with  no  oppoBitioD.  It  was  impossible  to  deter- 
mine what  ahape  lliej  would  nltim&telj  nssunie. 
The  Jndiciary  sjstem  was  doabtleas  susceptible 
of  nmendaient,  and  if  any  proper  amendments 
■hoold  be  proposed,  he  would  concar  in  their 
adoption.  With  reapeet  to  the  seooad  resoln- 
tion,  though  he  did  not  know  that  there  was 
any  necessity  for  altering  the  mode  at  present 
practised  of  selecting  juries,  not  having  heard 
of  any  complunta  nnder  it,  yet,  as  the  resolution 
only  led  to  an  inquiry  into  the  snlfject,  he  would 
not  object. 

Witi  r^ 

one  in  which  we  moat  all  ooncnr.    The  ot^ect, 
if  attunable^  would  be  eitremely  grateful  ' 
ofns. 

The  three  resolntions  were  agreed  to  without 
s  division.  The  oommittm  then  roae^  and  re- 
port«d  them  to  the  House. 

On  the  report  being  taken  op,  Ur,  Bandoliq 
moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  two  first 
resolotions  he  postponed  till  the  third  Monday 
of  January. 

Mr.  Baxabd  hoped  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment would  notprevail.  The  proposinons  were 
abatraot  ones,  leading  to  inquiry,  and  the  sooner 
they  were  acted  upon,  the  better.  The  mode 
pnrsned  by  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  if  hta 
simple  object  was  to  give  notica  was  tbo  least 
happy  that  he  ooold  have  devised,  for  it  gave  to 
gentlemen  no  opportonity  to  prepare  themselves, 
as  they  were  totally  nnacqoainted,  in  the  pres- 
ent stage  of  the  business,  as  to  what  would  be 
the  alterations  proposed.  If  a  committee  were 
now  appointed,  they  wonid  have  time  to  delib- 
erate on  a  snlgect  of  the  ntmoet  importance — 
one  so  complicated  as  to  reqoire  great  attention. 
When  their  report  '^as  made,  he  wonld  be  one 
of  those  who  would  ask  from  the  candor  <rfthe 
Eonse  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  BAimoLFH  said,  he  was  at  all  timea  will- 
ing to  accommodate  gentlemen  of  every  political 
description  on  proper  oecastons.  Apprehending 
that  nia  resolatioos,  if  taken  tip  in  the  Honae, 
wonld  give  rise  to  discnssioo,  ho  had  moved 
for  their  postponement,  from  a  wiah  not  to  in- 
terfere with  toe  desire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Fennaylvania,  and  other  gentlemen,  to  act  on 
the  apportJoument  bill.  As  his  motion  for 
postponement  appeared  likely  to  be  itself  pro- 
ductive of  discussion,  by  which  the  time  of  the 
Honse  wonld  be  eibansted,  and  the  means  he 
nsed  defeat  the  end  he  had  in  view,  he  would 
withdraw  his  motion. 

The  HoDse  then  agreed  to  the  reeolniJonB  with- 
ont  a  division. 

Mr.  RisnoLPH  moved  the  reference  of  the 
two  first  resolotions  to  the  same  committee. 
He  siud,  in  repiv  to  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 


r  SftUm.  [JiBiuaT,  im 

the  exercise  of  the  powers  onder  w!iirh  joroi* 
were  sdeoted,  bat  becanse  tbej  had  not  long  since 
existed,  and  becanse  in  similar  circmnstoncM 
they  might  again  exist.  He  was  glad  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  had  no  reason  to  Mimplais 
of  their  present  abase.  Bat  this  was  no  secority 
against  ibe  ftiture. 

Mr.  Batabd  said,  that  be  had  spoken  as  be 
had  done,  not  for  the  porpose  of  expreAing  any 
opinion  that  any  abnse  respecting  joriee  had 
been  recently  removed  under  the  present  state 
of  things;  but  to  state  that  he  had  never  heard 
of  any  complaints  on  this  anbject  in  the  part  of 
the  union  from  which  he  came;  and  be  had 
particnlarly  alladed  to  the  mode  of  dedgnatiog 
^Qrora  in  his  Stato,  winch  was  by  ballot.  But 
if  there  were  complainta  In  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  he  woold  co-operate  in  any  means  that 
conid  be  devised  for  removing  them. 

Mr.  Bsttus  said,  that  mnoe  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  had  introduced  the  subject,  and 
had  declared  that  no  complainta  existed,  he 
would  say  that  complaints  had  existed,  that  InM 
grounds  for  them  existed,  and  tliat  they  had 
been  expressed  in  the  loudest  tone.  And  be 
would  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
whether  any  man  oomd  be  safo  who  was  at  the 
meroy  of  a  marshal,  who  was  the  mere  oreotore 
of  the  President, 

Mr.  Batjibd. — While  man  continoce  as  Iw  l^ 
there  will  be  complaints  on  this  anhjeob  We 
are  divided  into  parties.  Hie  people,  ai  wdl  as 
the  President,  must  belong  to  one  side  or  Um 
other ;  and  whether  we  have  sheriflk  chosen  1^ 
the  people,  or  marshals  appointed  by  the  PlfSK 
dent,  the  evQ  will  still  eziat.  He  had  no  oljeo- 
tion,  if  it  were  the  wish  of  gentlemen,  that  the 
marshals  should  be  appointed  by  the  pec^le; 
though  we  know  that  the  people  are  as  apt,  nay 
more  apt,  to  be  infected  with  Solent  p<ditical 
feelings,  than  an  Executive  officer. 

Iardolph  said,  that  without  deeiiing  to 
exhaust  tho  time  of  the  Honse  on  a  point  wbov 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion,  he  cootd  not 

Krmit  the  observation  of  the  gentleman  from 
ilaware  to  pass  nnnotioed;  that  an  offlcer, 
holding  a  lucrative  office,  ^)pointed  by  the 
Preudent^  and  dependent  upon  hia  wHl,  is  as  in- 
dependent as  a  sheriff,  elected  in  some  Statca 
annoally  by  the  people,  and  in  other  States  ap- 
pointed in  a  manner  calculated  to  ensore  Us 
independence.  He  would  instance  the  State  rf 
Tirmnia,  in  which  the  sherifi  were  nominated 
by  the  Justices  of  the  oonnty  courts,  who,  it  was 
nnderstood,  were  to  hold  the  office  of  sheriff  in 
rotation.  Will  the  gentleman  say  that  tbcM 
men,  who  are  independent  of  the  pleasure  of 
any  man,  are  liable  to  be  made  the  same  tocdt^ 
with  officers  who  hold  tbdr  iqipointmena  si 
the  absolute  will  of  one  man  t 

Mr.  B.  wonld  hirther  say,  that  the  remark  tt 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  no  complwnta  had  ever  ccone  to  bis 
ears,  had  excited  his  extreme  ast^midimeaL  b 


ware^  that  he  maoe  the  motion  reqieoting  Jnrtes   North  CaroUoa,  be  believed,  no  legal  Jqjt  bad 
not  beoanse  any  ootnpl^t^  at  present  exist  of  I  been  selected  sinee  tbs  estsbliahmeBt  o^  the 
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Fedenl  GoTemment.    In  that  Bt*te,  in 

Stata  ooDTts,  a]l  jnriM  are  first  selected  in  the 
mfsrior  ooQrta,  snj  then  eent  to  the  Eaperior 
ODDrta.  He  Toold  aak,  how,  under  these  cir- 
cnmatancea,  tiiarj  cooJd  be  atmok  in  a  federal 
court  in  that  State  agreeably  to  law  I  In  Vir- 
^nia  and  PannsylTania,  the  independeDce  of 
dierifls  is  seonred ;  therefore,  no  restrictions 
■ra  ImpOHdd  upon  them  in  aelecting  Jariea; 
whereas,  in  the  fbderal  ooarta  the  marshsl  is 
the  atfject  oreatnre  of  the  EzecntiTs — and  yet 
«e  are  told  the  secarity  is  the  saine  I  Mr.  H. 
did  not  wish  to  conaome  the  time  of  the  Eonae ; 
bnt  when  viewB  are  taken  by  gentlemen  calcu- 
lated, dther  8s  to  fact  or  aentiment,  to  lead  the 
pablio  mind  aatray,  if  other  gentlamen  did 


meant  to  contend  that  shar 


8  chosen  for  three 


years  by  the  people  were  as  dependent  as  dm- 
Uar  officers  ^)pointed  by  the  President.  H 
had  allnded  to  the  efieots  which  flowed  from 


marked  division  of  parties.  'We  were  la  oil 
events  snUeot  to  that  evil.  It  was  a  truth  that 
men  deeply  infected  with  party  were  more  apt 
to  be  chosen  by  the  people  than  by  an  Ezeon- 
tire  magiatrate ;  becanse  the  people  felt  mort 
strongly  a  degree  of  political  fanaticism. 

After  some  f^irther  debate,  it  was  determined 
to  refer  the  two  first  reeolntiOna  to  a  committee 
of  seven,  and  the  last  to  a  committee  of  five 
members. 

Ordered,  That  Ur.  KionoLsoir,  Hr.  Jobs 
TaxuFEBSo,  Jr.,  Kr.  Qocdabd,  Mr.  Butlkdor, 
Ur.  Ibbael  Smtth,  Mr,  HEirDUisOR,  and  Mr. 
Bailbt,  be  appouited  a  committee^  pDrsaaut 
to  the  first  and  second  reeolntions. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baoob,  Mr.  Gbotk,  Mr. 
EuooiDosPH,  Mr.  Hkvphill,  and  Mr.  Abkui 
TmoQ,  be  appointed  a  committee,  parsaaut  to 
the  third  resolntion. 

Ttbsdax,  Jannary  S. 
Ajtportiomnenl  SiU. 

On  the  qnestion  bung  taken  for  striking  ont 
ttdrtj-tbree,  it  was  lost— yeas  42,  nays  48. 

Mr.  Dkhrib  moved  to  strike  ont  eight  the 
niunber  of  Repreaentatives  allotted  to  Maiyland, 
and  insert  nine ;  which  amendment  had  been 
rendered  neceasary  by  the  eopplementary  re- 
turn received  from  Muyland. 

On  this  motion  a  verjr  deeoltory  debate  took 
plaoe,  whkfa  was  twioe  internipted  by  motions 
for  the  committee  to  rise,  which  were  both  lost. 

Mnch  penonal  recrimination,  chiefly  on  .the 
darge  of  delay  on  the  one  side,  and  precipita- 
tion on  the  other,  was  exchanged. 

The  amendment  was  at  last  agreed  to — yeas 
K. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
biQ  as  amended. 

The  Hoose  immediately  took  np  the  report  of 
the  committer  agreed  to  the  amendmenta,  and 
ordered  the  hill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ID^  to-moiTOw. 


TauBsnAT,  Jannary  7. 
Stenoffraphert. 

The  Honae  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  standing  rules  of  the  Eonse. 

Ur.  LxiB  moved  the  addition  of  the  following 
role: 

"  Tbe  Speaker  duU  aolga  tach  place*  to  the  ita- 
Dognipbera  on  the  floor,  at  ahall  not  fntcrfcre  widi 
the  ooaveoienoc  of  th«  Hooie.* 

Mr.  Leib  pre&oed  his  motion,  by  observing 
that,  in  the  standing  mlee  proposed,  no  provi- 
sion appeared  to  be  made  for  the  admission  of 
stenographers.  They  had  heretofore  been  anb- 
ject  to  the  will  of  the  Speaker.  Bowever  great 
nis  respect  for  the  present  Speaker,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  they  shonld  not  depend  for  their 
accommodation  npon  the  will  of  any  man ;  and 
he  thonght  it  became  the  Honae,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  utabliah  a  precedent  which  wonld  place 
those  who  took  the  debates  above  the  caprice 
of  any  individual, 

Mr.  Hdoeb  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  aa 
to  read  as  follows ; 

"  Stenogrmphcn  (hall  be  admitted,  and  the  Speaker 
■hmll  Hngn  to  tbem  nich  placei  on  the  floor  as  ih^ 
not  intenere  with  the  oooTenience  of  the  Home," 

Mr.  LuB  agreed  to  this  modiflcation. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gbuwoui, 
Mr.  Rutlbdoi,  Mr.  VAmniv,  Ur.  Esmphill, 
Mr.  T,  MosBiB,  Mr.  Eusna,  Mr.  Daxl,  Mr. 
"Ri.innt,  and  Ur.  Goddabd;  and  sapported  by 
Mr.  Leib,  Mr,  8.  Skith,  Mr.  KiOHOLaoK,  Mr. 
Olaibobsi,  Mr.  Smus,  Mr,  HoLLum^  and  Mr. 
Bpbioo, 

Mr.  Huokb  opposed  the  original  motion  of 
Mr.  LziB,  bnt  supported  the  motion,  as  amended 
by  himself. 

The  opponents  of  the  motion  declared,  that 
it  did  not  relate  to  Bohstanoe,  bnt  merely  to 
form ;  that  It  waa  allowed  on  all  hands,  that 
the  debatea  should  be  taken,  and  that  steno- 
graphers shonld,  oonsequentiy,  be  admitted. 
But  the  eingle  question  was,  how.  and  under 
what  anthority,  tney  shonld  be  admitted.  They 
remarked,  that  they  had  heretofore  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  Speaker,  nnder  whose  direction 
they  had  remained ;  that  the  %ieaker  waa  the 
only  prcmer  anthori^  under  whose  direction 
they  onglt  atiU  to  romain ;  that,  as  the  pnte^ 
vation  of  order  and  deoomm  rested  wlta  him, 
the  steDOgraphera,  as  well  aa  other  petsoni, 
should  be  permitted  by  hhn  to  enter  the  Hotuet 
and  be  by  him  excluded,  whenever,  in  his  opinioq, 
the  order  and  a  respect  for  the  House  required 
it.  That,  in  case  steni^^phers  deported  them- 
selves in  a  disrespectfol  manner,  or  grossly  mia- 
repreaented  the  ideas  of  members,  Sie  Speaker 
was  the  only  person  who  oonld  eftbotually  onre 
the  evil ;  tl^t  there  had  been,  and  might  sgtun 
Im,  instances  of  such  miscondnct ;  that,  in  one 
case,  a  stenographer  had  entered  the  Hoose  in 
a  state  of  intoxication ;  another  case,  a  speech 
of  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  nsd  been 
perversely  mierepresented,  and  the  st^ographer 
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had  reftised  to  oorreot  his  siroTB,  for  which  he 
had  been  expelled  the  House;  and  tliat,  in 
another  case,  the  Speaker,  coneidering  hinraelf 
as  raierepreaentod,  had  ezpeiled  the  stenogra- 
pher. 

Among  the  opponents  of  the  motion,  a  great 
dlversit;  of  opinion  prevailed.  Kr.  SuBns,  Ur. 
Vabsdm,  ond  Mr.  Eucbe,  objected  to  it,  merely 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  improper  to  oome  to 
an;  solemn  decision,  which  was  the  le«s  neoea- 
sarj,  aa  the  stenographers  alraadj  occopied 
oonvenient  seats,  from  which  there  was  no 
hahility  of  their  being  eztraded  by  the  Spec 

Those  who  supported  the  motion,  considered 
its  dQcision  as  involving  an  important  point;  a 
point  no  less  important,  than,  whether  the  de- 
bates of  that  House  shoald  be  taken  with  acea- 
racy,  and  pnblished  without  fear  or  partiality. 
They  averred  it  as  a  fact,  that,  owing  to  the 
nnworrantable  oondnot  of  the  Speaker,  this  had 
heretofore,  at  many  periods,  not  been  the  case. 
The  pnblio  bad  sought  information  withont  be- 
ing anle  to  get  it.  It  was  trae,  that  a  stenogra- 
pher bad  been  expelled  for  pnblisbinK  a  speech 
of  agenOeman  fromSontb  Carolina;  out  it  was 
not  for  misrepresenting  that  speech,  bnt  for 
^thfally  publishing  it;  and  in  the  other  case 
alluded  to,  a  stenographer  had  been  expelled  by 
the  Speaker,  for  stating,  with  correctness,  what 
the  Speaker  had  himself  said.  These  were  alarm- 
ing fects,  not  to  be  forgotten,  and  which  claimed 
the  interposition  of  the  Honae.  If  stenogra- 
pheni  sbonld  be  goilty  of  indecomm,  tbey  could 
still  (this  rule  notwithstanding)  be  expelled  the 
Honae.  It  waa  acknowledged  that  the  gentleman 
who  at  present  filled  the  ch^,  was  entitled  to 
the  full  confidence  of  the  Houee,  but  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  vest  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands  of 


that  though  the  proposed  role  would  not  be  obli- 
gatory upon  a  fntnre  House,  yet  it  would  form 
a  precedent^  which  the^  might  see  fit  to  respect 

The  motion,  aa  modified  by  Mr.  Huskb,  was 
then  agreed  to— yeas  47,  nays  88. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
rales  with  the  above  amendment 

The  amendment  was  Immediately  taken  up ; 
irlien 

ilr.  BxrTtKDQX  moved  to  amend  the  r^»ort  of 
the  oommittee,  by  making  it  read  oa  follows : 

"  Stsnogn^hen  may  ha  idmitted  under  the  dirso- 
tion  of  the  Speaker,  inio  ihall  andgn  to  them  luch 
Jllaeel  on  the  floor,  ai  dull  not  loteifere  iridi  the 
dODveniBiiDe  of  tha  Botue.' 

On  this  amendment  a  fnrtber  debat«  enaned ; 
alter  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  wer«  called,  and 
were— yeas  27,  nays  61. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded 
to  amend  the  sold  amendment,  by  inserting  after 
the  words,  "  stenographers  shall,"  the  following 
words,  "until otherwiseorderedbytheHonse; 

And,  the  question  being  therenpon  token,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

And  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the , 
House  do  agree  to  the  amendment  for  an  addl- 1 


tional  rule,  aa  reported  from  the  Coramittw  of 
the  whole  House,  it  was  resolved  In  the  aRi- 
mative — -yeas,  47,  nays  28. 

Baolted,  That  this  Hoase  doth  agree  to  the 
sud  stsnding  rules  and  orders,  aa  amended. 

MoHDAT,  Jannaiy  11. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Bstk  HumrM, 
from  Uaasaohuaetta,  produced  his  credeotiali, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Meditarranaon  TVois. 

tfr.  EannoLPH  moved  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  befbra  <he 
House  an  estimate  of  the  vune  of  the  exports 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  last  five  yesn,  to 
ports  sitnated  within  the  Straits  of  ffibrahar, 
discriminating  artiolea  of  American  grovth  from 
other  ^odootions. 

Mr.  ltA?n>0Li>H  obeerred  that  be  ■•is  aware 
of  the  inability  of  the  Secretary  to  distinguid 
precisely  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  car- 
ried to  the  Mediterranean  porta  of  France  and 
Spain,  fh>m  those  carried  to  their  other  porta. 


would  be  valuable. 

Mr.  S.  SvTiH  stiA,  that  when  the  report  was 
made  by  the  Secretary,  tt  would  be  a  report  <£ 
deception.  A  great  part  of  our  trade  to  tbe 
Mediterranean  nad  been  lopped  i^  to  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  the  war, 

Mr.  Swra  afterwards  remarked  that,  on  the 
report  being  made,  he  feared  tbe  inquiry  noiild 
be,  whether  we  ehoold  give  np  the  protectioo 
of  the  Mediterranean  trade,  or  not.  Gentle- 
men would  probably  go  into  a  ealenladontf 
figures;  and  if  the  expense  of  protection  ap- 
peared to  be  greater  than  the  buieflt  of  tlie 
trade,  they  mi^t  1>e  for  withholding  protec- 
tion. There  was  one  deaoription  of  trade  to 
the  Mediterranean,  which  we  could  obtuu  no 
estimate  of,  which  waa  however  very  impm^ 
taut/— the  tonnage  of  Amerioaii  shiptang  em- 

Sloyed  in  going  from  European  ports  to  tbe 
[editerranean,  and  from  the  Meditemneon  to 
European  ports,  and  American  shipping  m- 
ployed  between  the  East  Indies  and  U«  Medi- 
terranean. This  trade  the  GovMnment  waa  as 
much  bound  to  proteot,  as  it  waa  bound  to  pro- 
tect the  landed  interest  of  the  oonntiy.  fitiU, 
Mr.  B.  knew  not  that  it  would  be  proptir  Id  op- 
pose tbe  passage  of  a  reoolntkin  that  asked  m 
information. 

Mr.  SiflLix  knew  not  what  infonnatioo  wt 
could  receive ;  hut  he  knew  that  whabsnr  K 
should  be,  it  oonld  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  Nioaouoit  remarked,  that  tbe  Hobm 
would  not  be  in  a  wone  sitnalion  aflw  the  re- 
port, than  itwasnow.  For  Umieir,  b«*»ii> 
a  slate  of  total  tgnorasoe^  and  he  bdieved  i 
large  port  of  the  Honse  Tis  olso  ignorant  of  ths 
extont  of  our  Medit«rranean  trade.  It  waa  ba* 
poadble  that  the  House  eonid  he  deeeired  t^ 
the  report;  aa,  if  any  part  of  It  should  b*«i>- 
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GDlated  to  deceive  jib,  bis  collengne  woold  be 
able  to  detect  its  errors.  Be  had  heard,  and 
that  too  &oni  ooramercul  ineo,  tbat  onr  Medi- 
terranean trade  was  Dot  volaable,  and  not  worth 
the  expense  of  the  eqaadroD  fitted  out  to  protect 
it  He  was  at  a  loss  to  decide  between  these 
opinions  and  Utose  of  his  colleagae. 

Mr.  MiTOBiix  spoke  in  fiwor  of  the  reeolu- 
tioiL 

Mr.  GvewoLo  had  no  ottjection  to  obtaining 
the  estimate,  if  desired  bj  Kentlamen ;  not  that 
he  snppoaed  the  report  coud  present  the  infor- 
mation that  was  demred.  With  regard  to  oar 
Mediterranean  trade,  it  was  welt  Imown,  that 
lately,  owing  to  onr  contest  with  Algiers,  onr 
fish  and  oil  want  in  European  bottoms,  which 
oonld  not  be  noticed  in  the  TmBoij  stat«ment8, 
as  they  went  fint  to  other  penis. 

Mr.  Ecans  was  perfectly  willingtooht^  the 
rcfxirt,  tbat  the  great  increase  in  onr  trade  to 
the  Mediterranean  shoold  be  seen ;  from  whioh 
Its  great  valtie  would  folly  q>pear,  sud  its  diaiia 
to  «nconragemeot. 

lb.  YiaxuM  suggested  the  prmiriety  of  a  re- 
fereooe  to  &  select  cosunittee^  wtuoh,  from  the 
docoraente  before  the  House,  oonld  select  the 
desired  infonnatitoL 

Hr.  Rdtudob  Itered,  that  the  call  &r  this 
information  wonld  dem  the  passage  of  an  im- 
portant bill  before  the  &>ase  for  the  protection 
of  onr  Medit«nanean  oommwoe.  He  hoped,  in 
Older  as  promptiy  as  posrable  to  ob^n  infor- 
matitm,  the  Secretairof  the  Treasory  wonld  be 
called  npon  for  it.  With  remct  to  the  protao- 
tirai  of  onr  trade  in  the  Ue^terranean,  it  was, 
fn  his  opinion,  nnimportant  what  ito  extent  wa& 
Ve  were  boond  to  protect  the  commerce  of  onr 
dUsmsinaU  itsramifications,  whether  great  or 
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I  then  agreed  to. 


Tddbsdaz,  Jaanary  14. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Johit   Dawson: 
from  Virginia,  ^)peared,  was   qoalified,  and 
took  his  seat  In  the  Honse. 

'WmnrssnAT,  January  20. 

Military  Peace  EilablithmetU, 

The  House  then  took  np  the  amendment  to 

til*  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  EstaUishment 

Ur.  Batabd  moved  to  strike  ont  the  offioe 

of  Brigadier  General.    He  said  there  oonld  not 

bo  any  occasion  for  snob  an  ofBcer,  as  the  men 

were  scattered  over  the  whole  extent  erf  onr 

Cpontfers  and  Atlantic  coast,  and  placed  in  mall 


This  btoi^t  on  a  debate  which  was  con- 
tinued until  after  three  o'clock. 

The  qoesUon  wu  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  for 
•triking  ootr— 86  against  it,  H  for  it. 

Hr.  Batamd  moved  to  strike  oat  the  office  of 
colonel,  and  «dd  one  to  the  nnmber  of  mi^)oTa; 
bat  It  was  not  agreed  '- 


titey  were  fll""'— ^  frwn  the  service. 


Mr.  GmswoLD  mpved  to  stiike  oat  "three 
months,''  that  a  greater  compensation  ml^t  be 
given  to  those  who  have  grown  gray  in  the 
service  of  their  connti?.  Ue  thought  more  was 
dne  to  them  than  what  the  bill  proposed  to 

Mr.  Yaenuh  said,  his  own  opinion  was  in 
&vor  of  a  f^ter  oompensstion ;  bat  he  owed 
It  to  a  m^rity  of  that  House,  to  yield  his 
o^nlon  to  what  they  had  fixed  it  at.  He  sdd 
there  was  nothing  dne  to  those  officers,  as  noth- 
ing had  been  promised  them. 

Mr.  MiTomu.  was  in  favor  of  strildag  out, 
for  the  purpose  of  Inserting  a  compensation 
proportionate  to  the  length  of  time  the  offloers 
had  been  In  service. 

Mr.  Baook  differed  as  to  the  prindple  hdd 
down  by  gentlemen.  When  officers  were  want- 
ed, there  was  great  competition  for  the  appoio^ 
ments.  They  were  dettrotis  to  receive  the  pay 
and  emoloments.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
any  thing  dne  to  them. 

Mr.  8.  SioTH  was  for  pnrsaing  smne  system 
in  this  bonness,  and  kee^ng  to  a  nniform  prin- 
ciple. When  a  reduction  was  made  In  1796, 
six  months'  pay  and  subsistence  was  granted. 
He  woold  be  in  fiivor  of  that  at  this  time. 
.  Mr.  Dara  believed  those  officers  accepted 
thor  appointments  under  an  idea  of  its  being 
the  permanent  Peace  Establishment,  and  there* 
fore  something  was  dne  to  them  when  dismissed 
from  the  pnbUo  service, 

Mr.  BiRLB  said,  they  knew  the  terms  on 
whinh  they  entered  the  service,  and  they  enter* 
ed  volnntarily.  How  could  any  thing,  then,  be 
due  to  themt  It  wonld  be  more  proper  to 
^ve  the  men  something  when  disbandea  than 
to  provide  for  the  officers.  It  was  not  long 
since  that  abont  for^  were  wanted,  and  there 
were  thirteen  hnndred  applications.  Men  conld 
not  always  be  obtained.  When  the  ten  r^- 
menta  were  ordered  to  be  rdsed,  the  officers 
were  soon  obtained ;  bnt,  after  recmiting  a  long 
time,  the  proper  nnmber  <d  men  ooald  not  be 
proonred. 

The  qneetion  for  striking  ont  was  tak«a  by 
yeas  and  nays-^r  it  94,  sgdnst  it  60. 

Mr.  6.  SiOTH  made  a  motion  to  raise  it  to 
the  same  as  was  granted  in  17B6. 

Hr.  Ecsns  advocated  it,  hnt  it  was  not  ca^ 
rjed,  there  b«dng  36  for  it,aDd4Sagunstit. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  ft 
third  reading  to-morrow. 


TKmsnAT,  January  21. 
MiHtarv  Peaet  BrtabUihrnaO. 


the  tiilrd  time. 

Ifr.  Batakd  observed  that  he  shonld  vote 
for  the  bill,  because  he  thought  it  better  than 
the  former  system,  and  it  wonld  be  of  mach 
saving  as  to  expense.  He  was,  however,  ve^ 
fiv  from  being  leased  with  a  i»irt  of  that  iW, 
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that  part  relating  to  the  Brigadier  General  and 
hii  aide-de-camp.    This  office  tie  knew  to  be  a 

Krfect  (unecnre ;  no  Boeh  officer  waa  neccBsarr ; 
ooald  have  no  dntiea  to  perform.  He  ironld 
not,  however,  vote  against  the  whole  bill  on  ao- 
oount  of  this. 

Mr.  RcTTunas. — The  first  Section  was  very 
diBBgreeable  to  him,  as  it  went  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  perfect  sinecure.  He  was  willing  to 
do  homage  to  the  merit  of  the  officer  who  was 
to  benefit ;  bat  he  rather  thonght  it  wonld  be 
more  coneooant  with  jastice,  if  money  most  be 
needlessly  sported  with,  to  saffer  such  money 
to  be  given  to  those  who  have  been  long  in 
aervice — some  fifteen  or  twenty  years — and  who 
are  now  by  this  bill  suddenly  forced  to  quit 
their  present,  to  seek  some  new  way  of  obtain- 
ing a  livelihood,  in  (^rcnmilaooee,  many  of  them 
perhap«i,  not  enviable. 

Mr.  R.  was  not  pleased  with  the  »  great  re- 
duction of  the  artillery ;  he  thought  the  reten- 
tion of  the  artillery  of  more  Importance  than 
that  of  the  io&ntry.  He  had  hoped  the  artil- 
lery would  have  been  retained  to  seep  in  order 
the  forts  already  bnilt  in  ditFerent  parts  of  the 
United  States  ^  the  small  nomber  remaning 
vas  quite  inoompetent  to  pre^rving  them  in 
order,  or  preserving  them  from  decay.  The 
Secretary  of  War  mentions  one  fort  in  South 
OaroliDa.  There  are,  sir,  fonr  forts  in  the  har- 
bor of  OhariestoQ  alone,  some  of  which  must  go 
to  decay.  He  shonld  vote  for  the  bill  because 
it  went  to  make  great  rednctions  of  expense, 
which  rednotiona  drcnnutonces  Dow  allow  na 
to  afford  i  bnt  the  iinecnre  was  obooiionB  to 
him,  and  he  was  not  pleased  with  the  reduction 
of  the  artillery. 

On  the  qnestion  that  the  hilt  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  77,  nays  IS. 

Mediterraitean  T^adt, 
The  House  agtun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Eoose  on  the  bill  for  the 
e'ot«ction  of  the  commeroe  and  seamen  of  the 
nited  States  in  the  Mediterranean  and  a^oin- 


ingseaf 
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sal,  to  affect  Algiers  and  Tonis  as  well 
poU.  Ur.  B.  thought  that  it  would  be  unsate  to 
neglect  a  cantionaty  step  like  this,  because  there 
WAS  great  danger,  from  the  similarity  of  religion 
and  manners,  of  a  union  taking  place  between 
Tnuis,  Algiers,  and  Tripoli;  they  maybe  brought 
into  the  war  with  Tripoli  against  us.  It  woold 
be  a  matter  of  prudence  to  be  prepared. 

Mr.  Dama  thought  it  very  probable  that 
fluther  information  wonld  be  received  fh>m  the 
BarbaiT  powers,  when  we  ahall  be  the  better 
enabled  to  Judge  what  will  be  expedient  He 
did  not  like  the  appearance  of  the  amendment ; 
It  seemed  to  invite  war. 

Mr.  Baiard  considered  there  was  a  great 
difibrenoe  between  the  Borbary  powers  and 
dvilized  nations ;  it  was  on  oooonnt  of  the  per- 
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fidionsness  of  those  powers,  that  he  wished  It 
left  to  the  direction  of  the  President  to  eiereis* 
the  power  vested  in  him  when  he  shonld  tLiok 
proper;  there  was  no  trusting  to  Iheni.  He 
wished  the  I^e^dent  to  do  this  by  the  authority 
oflaw;  this  woold  prevent  those  doubts  that 
have  been  eipreeaed  by  some,  of  the  consil- 
tutJonolity  of  his  measures  the  last  Bpriug  tnd 
summer;  though  for  his  part  he  w«s  dLipowd 
to  approl>ate  the  proceedings  of  the  Eiecndre 
on  that  occAsion.  As  to  its  having  the  sppM^ 
ance  of  threateniog,  he  did  not  think  so;  nu 
did  he  believe  it  would  have  any  effect  on  thow 
powers;  he  hardly  believed  that  the  Dey  i^ 
Algiers  ever  read  the  acts  of  Congrea. 

Mr.  Daka  was  opposed  to  oousdering  the 
subject  at  present ;  he  was  for  postpcmng  till 
farther  information  should  be  received. 

Mr.  OiLXs  was  against  the  ameDdm<»t;  ti« 
thought  it  had  the  appearance  of  inviting  iboD 
to  an  attack,  cX  challenging  them  to  oombst,  of 
Irritating  and  provoking  them :  lie  bdieved 
there  wonld  be  ample  time  to  act  on  this  mit- 
ter  hereafter,  when  they  would  have  a  bettw 
knowledge  of  circumstances,  and  of  wbit  to 

Mr.  Batabd  mid  he  was  by  no  nteeiu  £^ 
poaed  to  withdraw  his  motion.     Tou  tre  it 

WW  with  one  of  these  notions ;  the  others  «• 
oonnected  with  them  by  their  religion  uA 
habits,  by  their  government  some,  and  by  their 
interest  more.    I  have  been  told  that  uMreii 


nection  that  there  is  betwera  Tripdi  and  ito 
other  powers ;  and  it  is  proper  to  eitwd  ttti 
bill  so  OS  to  embrace  Tunis  and  Algiers  as  wdl 
as  Tripoli.  The  gentieman  from  ComwctiMt 
(Mr.  Baiu.)  says  there  are  no  doubti  on  bii 
mind  bnt  that  the  PrMident  has  a  constitolicaiu 
right,  as  the  Gomniander-in-chief  of  the  ui^F 
and  navy,  to  do  as  he  has  done ;  bet  it  >ho[ild 
be  remembered  t^at  many  have  doubts;  ud 
why  shonld  the  gentleman  be  o^fo"^  ^o  ''^ 
amendment,  which  vrill  preclude  aU  doubt  (* 
the  sul^ect. 
The  amendment  was  not  conied. 

J)ir»et  Ttam. 

The  Eonae  then  went  Into  a  Oonunitteeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  amending  the  set  fi« 
laying  and  collecting  a  direct  Ux. 

The  first  section  repeals  the  thirteentli  m- 
tioQ  (tf  the  act  of  1708,  wlucdi  preieribcs  lh« 
lands  on  which  taxes  rem^  nnp^  for  <*>• 
year,  shall  be  sold  enl^ect  to  the  right  of  R- 
dempdoQ  within  two  years  after  Mde. 

Mr.  Rakdolph  stated  that  the  proviMnspn- 
posed  to  be  repealed  were  nnstuoeptible  ef  «- 
ecution,  inasmnoh  as  the  expense*  of  advettis- 
iog  required,  exoeeded  in  manyceaes  hyfe<» 
or  five  times,  the  amonnt  cf  the  tax,  and  wbxft 
exceeded  the  per  centage  allowed;  ^^^ 
mnoh  as  no  person  would  boy  the  land  offered 
for  sale,  when  he  might  be  ^^ved  of  it  bj  > 
redemntdon  within  two  jaora. 
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Documents  were  read  which  Bnbstoiitiated 
thiH  sUtetnent. 

Ur.  S.  Smith  opposed  the  repeal,  u  going  to 
deprive  the  owners  of  lands  of  the  right  of  re- 
deiaptioD  ;  which  he  deemed  a  raluable  pro- 
Tision ;  without  wliich  the  ownera  of  land, 
particularly  non-reddenta,  would  be  deprived  of 
tlieir  property,  vithoat  a  knowledge  of  the  tax 
Imposed,  or  being  able,  however  desrons,  to 
pay  it. 

lii.  RtTTLKDOi  slao  Opposed  thh  repesl,  as 
imponDg  hardships  upon  those  who  have  not 
paid  the  tax,  which  were  not  imposed  upon 
those  who  have  paid.  He  farther  stated  that 
the  Don-pavniont  in  the  Southern  States  hod 
arisen,  not  from  indisposition  to  pay,  but  from 
want  of  collectors  to  oarrv  the  law  into  execu- 
tion ;  ihe  compensation  allowed  having  been  go 
inadequate  as  in  manj  districts  to  have  disabled 
the  Government  from  obtaining  officers. 

Uessrs.  Obiswold,  Millkdok,  Staiilzt,  and 
UoBKts,  delivered  their  Mntiments  against  the 
first  section ;  when,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Macon, 
the  committee  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  dt  agiun, 
which  was  granted. 

FsnuT,  Janoary  S9. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Bobsbt  Wiixuvb, 

from  Korth  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  his 

credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 

the  HoDse. 


MoHDAT,  Janoary  3S. 
Import  Ihit(e$. 

Mr.  NicaoieoB  colled  np  the  reeolntion  he 
lud  on  the  table  on  Friday,  for  instrncting  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  gen- 
erally on  the  subject  of  impost  duties. 

Mr.  LowKDKS  wished  to  amend  it  so  as  to 
direct  the  attention  of  that  committee  particn- 
larly  to  the  artides  of  salt,  brown  sngar,  ooSee, 
and  Bohea  tea, 

Thia  the  Spkaxxb  oonridered  ont  of  order,  as 
TeM^ations  on  those  snbjects  were  then  before 
theHoDse. 

Ur.  RnxEMi  and  Mr.  Batabd  wished  to 
irfthdraw  the  rosolntions  they  had  offered  on 
the  articles  of  salt,  brown  sngar,  &o. 

Ur.  8PBA.XXB  considered  uie  reeolntions 
poBBcarion  of  the  House,  as  they  had  been  de- 
tMited,  and  the  previous  question  taken  on  them, 
and  no  motion  could  be  made  while  another 
motion  was  pending. 

Ur.  Batasd  asked  fhr  infbrmalJon  irhether 
it  was  In  order  for  him  to  state  that  Iw  with- 
drew his  reeolntion  t 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  pointi 
<rf'  order. 

The  qaestion  on  the  resolution  was  called 
for. 

Ur.  Daxa  aaid  there  was  no  instmction  ^ 
to  the  committee  by  the  resolntion  of  December 
38,  to  make  a  report  on  the  snl^ect  of  imposts 
tnd  tonnage.    He  was  pleased  to  see  tins  reso- 


lution moved  bj  the  gentleman  ^ra  Maryland, 
as  it  showed  hb  belief  to  be  that  the  subject 
was  not  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  expressed  his  wish  tliat  two  things 
shonld  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  ;  First,  a  general  view  of  the  duties 
of  imposts  and  excise  that  they  might  be  con> 
trasted ;  and,  secondly,  that  certain  articles 
sbonld  be  specifically  referred  to  them. 

Mr,  Nicholson  said  the  ^ntteman  from  Con- 
necticut was  very  much  mistaken  as  to  the  ob- 
ject of  his  resolution.  It  was  not  that  he  did 
not  think  the  snlyeot  before  the  committee,  bnt 
as  BO  mach  had  been  add  about  the  former 
general  reference,  he  wished  to  prevent  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  from  quibbling  re- 
specting tbe  reference. 

[Here  Mr.  N.  was  called  to  order  by  ISx. 
Gbiswold.  The  Speaksb  declared  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  gentleman  was  in  order.  Mr, 
Bayabd  appealed  to  the  House,  and  called  die 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken.] 

Internal  S«ventie»~Eipmte*  of  eeUeeticn  eom- 
pared  itith  Ottttom  Home  Dutia. 
Mr.  Batabd  called  np  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  he  hod  some  days  previoosly  laid 
upon  the  table,  viz : 

"Hetolrtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treanuy 
be  rnqoirBd  to  lay  before  thiA  HonH  an  Hcooimt,  in 
detail,  of  the  expenses  incnmd  in  the  collection  of  the 
inlemBl  reyennes  of  the  United  Stutei ;  dialiiigTiidi'- 
ing,  where  the  ume  may  be  practiCBble,  the  expeotes 
attending  the  collecticm  in  each  branch  of  the  said 
nveuns,  and,  alio,  an  eitlmAte  <£  redaction  at  nid 
expeniea  which  may  oonvsQiently  be  nude." 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  B.  said : 
As  it  is  extremely  "^Misuble,  Mr.  Spbakeb,  that 
it  is  designed  that  this  resolution  shall  share  the 
same  fate  with  that  which  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  experienced  this 
morning,  I  shall  be  allowed  at  least  by  publicly 
stating,  to  JDStiiy  to  the  wM'Id,  the  motive 
which  induced  me  to  bring  it  forward.  [Mr. 
B.  allnded  to  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  T. 
HoBBis,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  direct  the 
Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  state  to  the  House 
the  amount  of  stamp  duties  collected  in  each 
State,  distinguishing  what  part  was  paid  by  the 
oommercial  cities.  When  the  resolation  waa 
taken  np  there  was  a  call '  for  the  question. 
Nothing  was  swd  against  the  propriety  of  it. 
It  being  merely  a  oall  for  Information,  and  con- 
sidered BO  much  a  matter  of  course  to  agree  to 
such  resolutlona  when  no  opporilion  was  made 
to  them,  it  was  not  supposed  necessary  to  say 
any  thing  on  the  propriety  and  reasonableness 
of  the  resolution.  Yet,  to  the  astonishment  of 
Its  friends,  when  the  question  was  put,  there 
were  for  it  84,  agunst  it  64.] 

Gentlemen  are  infinitely  deceived,  said  Mr. 
B.,  if  they  think  our  object  Is,  by  any  partion- 
lar  mode  of  proceeding,  to  gain  on  onf^  advan- 
tage of  public  opinion.  If  audi  a  suspicion  be 
entert^ed,  oar  conduct  has  been  viewed  with 
a  JaniiiUcea  eye.    It  la  a  motive  which  sever 
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tiaa,  and  I  bape  never  will  direct 
If  popularity  ia  to  be  giuiied  onlj  In'  a  prostita- 
tion  of  prinaiple  to  igcoraat  and  nntbiuking 
p(yjndtc&  ve  are  oontant  to  forego  it.  I  am 
nr  from  being  indifferent  to  pnbUo  opinion ;  the 
approbotioQ  of  oar  feUow-citizens  is  the  onlv 
revatd  we  can  expect  for  our  aerrices ;  bat  it 
[a  A  reward  no  boneat  man  will  seek,  if  it  is  to 
be  acquired  only  by  artiSce  and  deception. 

I  hare  avowed  and  avowed  nnoerelj,  that  I 
am  disposod  to  go  hand  and  hand  with  gentle- 
men in  the  redaction  of  pnblio  bordena.  When 
It  waa  necenaiy  I  aaalstAd  in  impodng  them — 
now  that  ciroamatancea  permit  I  more  Qheer> 
Ailly  oo-operate  in  taking  them  oGF.  My  tme 
object  is  to  make  the  moat  of  oar  dtuaUon; 
not  to  be  deluded  by  empty  theories,  or  apeou- 
lative  ^tems,  bat,  br  an  enlarged  new  of  Uie 
varioas  intarasta  of  the  oonntry,  to  discover  by 
the  reduction  of  what  taxes  the  lodety  would 
be  the  moat  snbstantially  benefited. 

The  reduction  of  the  Military  Establishment 
oreates  conuderable  savings;  other  retrench- 
menCa  are  contemplated  In  the  Navy  and  dvil 
administration.  'Dieae  aavings  enable  di  to  dis- 
pense with  oertmn  taxes ;  bot  is  it  not  wise  to 
examine  diligently  the  operatioa  of  the  several 
taxes  which  exiat,  and,  an«r  being  informed  by 
the  vorioua  views  whidi  belong  to  the  subject, 
to  exonerate  the  oommnnity  ttoia  those  whidi, 
with  the  least  beneSt,  are  the  most  bnrdea- 
Bomet 

One  great  otjeotion  to  the  internal  taxes  is 
the  expense  of  ocdlection.  I  wish  to  know  the 
partioolars  of  tins  expense,  in  order  to  see 
whether  it  may  not  be  onrtiuled.  I  wi^  alao 
to  be  informed  of  the  expenses  attending  each 
branch  of  the  revenue,  for  the  purpose  of  Judg- 
ing whether  It  mar  not  be  expedient  to  retam 
some  branches,  wolle  it  may  be  wise  to  part 
with  others.  These  are  my  objecta;  do  they 
not  entitle  ns  to  the  infbrmation  aaked  1 

We  know  In  mw  iostonoe,  that  the  expense 
In  eotleotinjg  Uie  stamp  duty  is  leae  than  five 
per  cent,  Thl:  sppeon  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  bnt  we  are  not  in- 
formed of  the  partioulsr  expenses  belong^  to 
the  other  branches  of  the  revenoa. 

Bir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  must  rely  that  the  reeolU' 
titn  willbeagT^  to;  there  is  not  a  precedent 
in  our  annals  ot  opposition  to  met  a  resolution; 
U;  however,  om  u  bow  to  be  introdooed,  I 
think  it  proper  that  the  oamee  of  those  genue- 
men  ahonld  berealler  appear  by  whom  it  was 
resisted,  and  by  whom  it  was  eetatdished.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  question  wonld  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Olerk,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  BAin>oLPK, 
read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasary,  as  follows : 

'■  It  will  sppecr  by  ths  matt  itatamnit,  [Bf,]  Ifast 
while  the  eipaoiw  of  oolleoCioa  on  morehandiia  and 
tonnage,  vhich  are  defrayed  out  of  the  revBunc,  do 
not  extteed  four  per  oent,  those  on  parmunnt  inter- 
nal dnliM  Huoiint  to  almoM  twnity  pet  etut  Tiut, 
howenr,  Is  an  InoonTsnienee  vbjah,  tm  Mooont  of 


the  greet  nnmlm  of  the  Indindsdn  oa  whom  dw 
dud««  ue  raised,  and  of  their  dlipened  ntuliga 
thron^ioat  the  whole  extaae  of  the  United  Sli^ 
mutt,  Dtoie  or  leu,  attach  to  die  ^item  of  ioleml 
taxation  w  long  at  the  wanti  cl  GoTcrmiuDt  dull 
not  reqnire  any  conriderable  eitansau,  ud  the  Mil 
■mount  of  leTsnne  ihall  remain  inconndenbla." 

Ur.  T.  MoBBiB. — If  the  honorable  genllemu 
&om  Yir^^nia  (Mr.  RAiTDOLpn)  thiaks  that  Ibe 
extract  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tha 
Treasury,  the  reading  of  which  he  has  called 
for,  fornishea  the  information  demanded  tiy 
my  honorable  friend  from  Ddaware,  be  ii  iniF 
t^en.  The  Secretaiy's  report  gtves  yea  a 
general  estimate  of  the  expense  of  ctdJectini 
the  aggregate  of  the  internal  taxes,  bat  dots 
not  speidfy  the  charge  falling  on  each  sepanle 
tax.  From  the  statement  exhiUted  by  the 
Secretary,  it  appeara  that  it  costs  twenty  per 
cent,  to  collect  the  whole  of  the  intemsl  taxes; 
but  if  the  detailed  atatomeat  asked  for  by  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  is  fomlfdwd,  it  wiH 
^>pear  that  the  ooIleotioQ  of  some  of  litm 
taxes  does  not  coat  more  than  five  or  ai  pa 
cent.  To  show  how  no^r  it  is  to  voweet 
together  the  expense  attaadioc  the  odiectioii 
of  all  the  internal  taxes,  I  need  cmly  refer  mk 
tlemen  to  an  aothority  which  I  b^ve  Siey 
will  not  dispute.  If  my  mcanory,  lir,  !■  not 
very  incorrect,  it  will  appear  by  a  pablicalica 
of  the  present  Beeretary  of  the  Tnuarj,  writ- 
ten in  the  year  1796,  that  tiie  tax  on  eoout^ 
distilleries  cost  In  its  ooUecticoi  near  thirty  pM 
cent. ;  that  on  city  diBtilleries  about  niiw^"^ 
These,  air,  and  other  reaaona,  may  eviooe  tin 
propriety  of  repealing  the  tax  on  oounHy  dis- 
tUleries;  but  beoauae  this  tax  is  expeaBve  In 
its  oollection,  because  it  may  be  li^4e  to  lAjfi^ 
tiona,  does  it  follow  that  othw  taxo^  sneb  m 
the  tax  on  corriagea,  oa  refined  Kipn,Ac, 
which  fall  on  the  rich,  and  jrhldk  are  not  ei- 
penrive  in  the  ooUectioD,  does  it  fbOow,  I  ay, 
that  because  it  nu^  be  proper  to  repeal  tbeSnt, 
that  these  areto&lltoot  It  is,  ^,  in  otder 
to  be  enabled  to  maka  proftr  discrimastion, 
to  be  enabled  to  know  wlueh  of  these  ttiM 
igbt  to  be  repealed,  and  which  retained,  that 
the  gentlemaii  fivm  Delaware  has  moved  bit 
resoJaUon.  And  here,  sir,  let  me  be  ptfmitled 
to  express  a  hope,  that  the  resolntioB  tow  be- 
fore yon  may  not  meet  with  the  silent  negatlTe 
whioh  was  the  Uto  of  one  Intended  obe  to  pi» 
core  information,  and  which  I  had  tbt  boaor 
of  laying  on  yoor  table.  I  did  and  do  still  b^ 
lieve,  sir,  that  the  mi^ty  of  this  Hmm  eoell 
not  hare  been  aotnated  by  proper  motiTaa  in 
refbting  that  InfbrmatiMi.  [Here  Mr.  BiS- 
DOLPH  oaSed  Mr.  Monsn  to  wder,  Mying  tkst 
be  had  no  right  to  impeacb  the  inoliTM  d 
members.  Mr.  M.  observed  that  f^  his  part  b* 
a  loss  to  know  what  was  ooandered  ^ 
orderly  In  that  House,  bnt  that  be  wooU  ssbmil 
to  the  OMreotion  of  Um  CfliBir.  The  Sfuna 
determined  him  to  be  in  order,  and  Mr.  IL  pro- 
ceeded.) With  regard,  sir,  to  the  oouse  d 
prooeemng  which  gentlemen  bare  lately  adopt- 
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«d,  penoTering  In  oa  inflexible  ailenoe,  rq«ot- 
ing  eVery  proposition  made  hj  a  member  in  tlie 
minoril?,  withont  drigning  to  ahow  its  &Uaoj, 
nfbaiiig  pnbHo  ^doonmente  for  onr  information 
and  tluit  of  our  ftllow-oitizeni,  witbont  ebow- 
li^  w  «Ten  preUndioff  to  show,  that  thejr  are 
mmeoeaMrr,  I  oaa  ouj  hb^  t)ut  It  militatee 
■gainst  all  mj  Ideas  of  prapriet;r-  I  liaT«  al- 
ways lutli«rto  soppoaed  tiiAt  every  Repreeents- 
ti*eoii  this  floor  liad  a  right  to  be  heud;  that 
he  liad  a  rislit  to  call  on  the  m^rity  for  their 
reasiHM  both  when  they  sajqtorted  and  tqipoMd 
pntdio  meaiOKe.  Geademeninay,  iftbeypteaa^ 
meet  in  what  Uiot  have  denofouuited  cwwosea 
whan  power  was  m  other  handi;  they  m^  then 
ooofbr  together  abont  the  mMsnrea  in  which 
they  mv  Uiinlc  proper  to  nnite;  bnt,  nr,  if  th^ 
deliataa  are  to  take  place  there,  and  there  alone, 
^  we  are  not  to  be  tonisbed  here  by  them 
with  Hm  reasona  wtiioh  induce  them  to  adopt 
pablio  measarM,  they  on^t  at  least  to  iq>en 
thur  doMB  to  the  minmity,  in  iwita  that,  If 
they  cannot  hear  tb«lr  aigimientB  in  Uie  proper 
plam,  they  may  not  dose  tliem  altogether.  I 
ta-ost,  rir,  that  geutlenien  themidTes  will  see 
the  iinpro[me^  of  perseTsrii^  in  this  line  of 
amdnot,  and  uiat  Utey  will  consent  to  pay,  if 
not  to  gentlemmi  in  uie  minority,  at  least  to 
th^  propodttons,  the  atteotion  and  respect 
which  they  may  deserve. 

Mr.  Gaiswou)  said,  that  be  prcenmed  the 
geotleman  frma  Vii^nia  Qb.  RurooLPa}  had 
reqoestedtbat  tbe  extrttctfitm  the  report  of  the 
Secrelaiy  rf  the  Tnaearj  m^t  be  read,  and 
which  the  EoDBe  had  Just  beard,  to  the  poitiose 
ot  proving  that  the  reaohititm  under  conslaiera- 
thui  DO^t  to  pais.  Indeed  that  repoi;,  and 
the  statement  to  which  it  referred,  evinced  In 
the  moot  sMiafiutoiT  manner  tliat  Uie  inicoma- 
tioa  r^nired  by  the  rescdntias  was  absc^ntely 
necDBMry  for  the  pnrpoae  of  enalding  the  House 
to  dedde  tmAnrmt^niKn^j  on  the  proposition, 
wtiich  it  was  expected  would  soon  be  tmniKht 
fiwai4,  for  abc^shing  the  internal  taxe&  The 
Secretary  in  his  r«f>ort  bad  declared  that  the 
expense  <d  collecting  the  internal  taxes  amonnt- 
ed  nearly  to  twenty  per  cent  on  the  amount 
Oolleotod.  It  ^>peared,  however,  &(Ba  the 
stotementa  to  whioh  the  Secretary  had  allnded, 
that  the  tax  on  etills,  Uie  carriage  tax,  the  tax 
on  licenses,  on  sales  at  auction,  and  the  tax  On 
refined  sugar,  had  been  inolnded  in  one  olsaa, 
and  the  expense  of  ooQeeting  all  those  taxes, 
withont  distingnishing  the  chargoi  on  each 
branch,  bad  been  stated  to  be  nearly  twenty 
per  oeatL,  whilst  the  expense  of  oolleoling  tlM 
■tamp  dnty,  onotber  brandi  of  the  intwnal  taxee, 
was  shOTt  of  flve  per  cent-  varying  only  a  frao- 
tioa  from  the  oluvgea  on  toe  revenne  from  im- 
post and  tonnage.  These  atstements  might  be 
■atisfsotory  as  for  as  they  went,  bat  it  was  ob- 
vions  that  in  examining  the  brtmohea  of  a  ro- 
Toaae,  with  a  view  to  tlie  expense  of  collection, 
it  became  necessary  to  ascertain  the  precise 
charm  which  had  fallen  on  each  branch,  and  to 
obtain  this  neoeesory  infi»mation,  ana  which 


the  report  and  statements  bad  left  defective, 
the  resotntion  had  been  principally  brought 
forward.  And  what  had  rendered  this  infor- 
mation peculiarly  necesaary  at  this  time  was  the 
gronnd  wbicb  bad  been  taken  in  opposition  to- 
the  internal  taxee.  The  only  argament  which 
be  bad  beard  against  thoee  taxes,  and  which 
did  not  equally  apply  to  the  impost,  was  drawn 
from  the  great  expense  which  liad  arisen  in  the 
oollectiixi.  To  enable  the  Honse,  therefore,  to 
decide  whether  the  &et  existed  on  which  that 
argnment  had  been  fonnded,  it  became  neoeasfr- 
ry  to  inqniro  in' the  manner  intipoaed  by  the 
Teacdation  whether  the  extraiK'dinBiy  expenw 
with  which  those  taxee  hod  been  chaifted  mi^t 
not  be  diminuhed,  and  whether  the  expema 
really  existed  in  relation  to  each  desoriptirai  of 
them. 


of  oolleotfon  might  not  be  diminiabed,  and  so 
tVt  was  he  from  beUeving  that  every  bran(^  of 
tlw  internal  taxea  was  sntjected  to  the  ohaqa 
of  idneteen  or  twenty  per .  cent.,  he  wot  per- 
fectly confident  that  if  gentieman  wonld  agree 
to  the  Ksolction,  the  detailed  statements,  which 
the  Secretary  wonld  i^imish  in  obedience  to  it, 
woold  prove  that  the  expense  of  collecting  cer- 
tain branches  of  those  taxes  would  fall  much 
short  of  the  enm  at  which  the  same  has  been 


The  consent  cf  the  House,  said  ISx.  Q.,  to 
every  call  for  infoimaUMi,  had  formerly  been 
so  much  a  mattor  of  course,  that  he  should  not 
have  tronUed  the  Hoose  with  any  remarks  upon 
so  plain  a  question  as  the  present,  bad  not  the 
experience  of  this  day  proved,  that  gentlemen 
were  not  alwi^  to  be  indulged  by  the  Honse 
with  the  informatiiMi  whioh  they  required ;  and 
the  profound  dience  whioh  hod  at  this  time 
been  observed  by  those  gentlemen  who  ooold 
^ther  admit  or  ^ect  the  reeolntion.  appeared 
to  indicate  a  determination  on  their  pert  to 
reftise  the  important  and  neceesaiy  infbrma- 
tioa  required  oy  the  resolution.  He  did  pre- 
smne,  however,  that  npon  this  oooaaion  the 
House  wonld  oonsrat  to  the  resolution,  and 
)  paiticnlBrly,  as  the  rniort  of  the  Becre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had  been  read  at 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Yir^ia, 
proved  BO  clearly  the  necesrity  of  passing  it. 

Mr.  HiTQEB  could  not  reconcile  it  with  bis 
sense  of  duty,  to  give  a  ril«it  vote  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  nor  conld  he  but  lament  the 
strange  and  novel  oonrae  of  proceeding  which 
gentlemen  had  thought  proper  to  adopt.  The 
Uktemtion,  it  would  seem,  was  to  repeal  the 
internal  taxes,  right  or  wrong,  and  at  all  events ; 
and  so  determineid  were  gentlemen  on  OBrrying 
this&vorite  project  into  execution,  that  everv 
thing  like  previous  invesldgation,  or  even  a  wisti 
to  gain  information  on  the  aul^ect,  was  booted 
at  and  treated  with  the  most  sovereign  con- 
tempt, livery,  the  nnallest,  rednction  on  taxes 
of  any  other  deeoriptlon,  was  avowedly  to  be 
exolnded,  nor  was  any  propontimi  to  this  effect 
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deemed  worthy  of  even  a  momeDt's  considera- 
tion. The  meaaare  proposed,  however,  interested 
in  a  very  particalar  mtumer  that  port  of  the 
oomiDiinitj  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  They 
paid,  it  was  trae,  a  small  portion  of  the  intenul 
taies,  but  the  various  other  taxee  upon  salt, 
brown  sngar,  coffee,  &c.',  and  the  dntiee  on  im- 
posts generallj,  fell  more  immediatelj  and  far 
more  heavilj  on  them.  Was  it  not  natnral, 
therefore,  that  he  should  have  some  hesitation 
on  the  sabjeot ;  that  he  should  feel  anzioas  to 
se«  this  prqeot  thoroughly  and  completely  la- 
vestigated;  that  he  ^oold  wish  to  receive 
every  possible  information  which  might  either 
tend  to  satisfy  his  mind  as  to  the  eipedieney  of 
repealing  the  internal  taxee  only,  to  the  total 
exelnaion  of  all  others,  or  enable  bim  to  propose 
Boine  other  prtyeot,  equally  beneficial  pertiape  to 
the  public  at  large,  and  which  might  at  the  same 
time  sooord  better  with  the  immediate  interests 
of  his  ecHiBtitnentst 

His  constituents,  he  was  prond  to  Bay  it,  bad 
ever  oontributed  with  alacriV  and  cheerAuneaa 
to  the  wanta  and  exigencies  of  the  Union.  They 
were  prepared  and  willing,  he  was  confident,  to 
do  so  still ;  and  he  made  not  the  least  doubt  bnt 
that  they  would  readily  subscribe  to  the  eidu- 
■ive  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  and  submit, 
witboat  s  mnrmnr,  to  the  OQntinnation  of  all 
the  other  taxee,  however  bordensome  to  tbeni- 
selves,  provided  they  are  convinced  and  well 
Batisfled  that  this  measure  was  fairly  and  impar- 
tially adopted  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole,  and 
not  for  the  beneSt  of  the  one  at  the  expense  of 
the  other  division  of  the  coontry.  It  was  for 
this  pnrpose,  therefore,  that  he  wished  the  pre- 
sent motion  to  be  adopted,  and  that  he  had  de- 
sired the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  be  direct«d,  particularly,  to  thoee 
articles  of  importation  and  of  general  use  and 
oeoeasity,  snoh  as  salt,  sngar,  coffee,  oommon 
teas,  tto.  He  was  deairoos  that  these  and  simi- 
lar items  sbonld  be  compared  with  the  carriage 
tax,  the  tax  on  licenses  to  retail  spirituous 
liqaors,  and  various  other  dmilar  items  of  the 
Internu  taxes,  and  that  the  House  might  be 
Aimished  with  such  information  with  respect  to 
both,  aa  might  enable  him  to  Jodge,  whether 
there  might  not  be  a  partial  repeu  as  well  ot 
a6me  of  the  external  aa  internal  taxes,  and  not 
a  total  and  exclusive  reduction  of  Uie  latter, 
as  was  contemplated ;  whilst  aU  the  former, 
however  grievous  and  inconvenient:  were  to  be 
rettuned.  Did  be  then  ask  any  thing  whioh 
was  nnreasonabte  or  improper?     Gould  any 

Cible  inoonvenlenoe  accrue  from  allowina 
to  obtain  the  information  he  desired !  u 
not,  why  refose  to  indulge  him  in  what  he 
deemed  nseful,  and  what  (at  the  worst)  oonld 
only  be  regarded  by  gentlemen  themselves  as 
superfluous  information  t  Wasitfkir;  was  it 
becoming;  did  it  oomport  with  that  civility 
and  polit«ne88  which  was  dne  from  the  one  to 
the  other,  by  citizens  of  a  common  country, 
assembled  together  for  the  express  purpose  of 
nonsuiting  aooa  th^  common  iutereats,  to  treat 


thus  cavalierly  what  must  at  lesst  be  iHowti 
to  be  a  respectable  minority  t 

With  respect  to  the  two  only  reasons  vhidi 
had  ever  been  offered  in  favor  of  the  cidonTs 
repeal  of  the  internal  tax,  viz ;  the  expense  ud 
niunber  of  officers  required  to  ooltect  it,  wu  it 
not  the  immediate  and  predse  object  of  tli« 
resolution  nnder  debate  to  inquire  whether  it . 
was  not  possible  to  devise  some  mesns  by  which 
these  inconveniences  might  be  obviated,  orit 
least  greatly  lessened!  And  what  objection 
ooaldtbere  be  to  tbeinqniry?  Were  gentlemen 
perfectly  and  entirely  convinced  that  notlung 
of  the  kind  could  be  done,  or  were  thej  ippre- 
1  ensive  that  the  thina  was  in  itself*)  fsisibJe, 
that  an  inqniry  of  this  kind  would  throw  a 
starabling-blook  !n  the  tray  of  the  on^ect  alrea- 
dy determined  on,  whioh  althou^  he  woold 
freely  acknowledge,  that  as  an  abstract  nopoei- 
tion  it  was  expedient  as  mooh  (s  poeeible,  and 
to  collect  yoor  tAiesat  asBmBllaDeipuiBe,iDd 
by  means  of  as  few  agents  as  convenioitly  weld 
he  done,  yet  there  was  another  still  more  im- 
l>ortant  maxim  whioh  ought  never  to  be  lot 
sight  of;  thia  was,  that  Uie  hardens  of  Ibe 
Government,  aa  well  as  the  advantages  which 
flowed  from  it,  ahonld  be  fairly,  eqiully,  impw- 
tiallyj  and  equitably  distributed  among  sToy 
descnption  of  the  dtizena,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  country  they  readed.  IT  therefore,  it  Hi 
h^pen,  that  a  few  more  officers  and  a  sooh- 
wbat  greater  percentage  were  required  to  c(J- 
leot  the  taxes  in  one  Uian  in  another  part  <i 
the  country,  this  alone  wonld  moat  owtiioly 
and  indnbitably  not  be  a  snffident  reason  to  da 
away  all  the  taxes  in  the  one,  and  throw  tb» 
whole  burden  of  the  Qovemment  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  other. 

Mr.  RoTLXDGx  confessed  hinuelf  mach  pu- 
Eled  by  the  new  forms  of  prooee^ng  this  itj 
adopted.    Ever  unoe  he  had  had  the  honor  of 


seat  in  Congress,  it  had  been  invarisblv  th* 
,  raotice,  when  moasnrea  were  prq" —  ""* 
agreeable  to  the  m^ority,  for  Uieo 


nvarisbly  th* 
pnqiOBed  not 
hem  to  effa 


their  objections  to  them.  This  had  e 
the  practioe,  and  the  experience  of  its  ctnte- 
nieuoe  offered  strong  reasons  for  its  coDtkaaDW 
When  the  majority  aUted  tfa^  ol^jeotiaoa  [» 


swmd  them  folly ;  thns,  b 

derstandindy.and  wbui  the  prooeedingt  of  th* 
National  Legislature  went  out  to  the  people, 
they  were  at  Uie  same  time  informed  of  tb* 
reasons  under  which  thdr  BepreeenladrM 
had  legislated.  This  had  not  only  been  th* 
osage  m  Congreaa,  but  the  form  of  prweed- 
ing  in  all  representative  bodies  with  wboe* 
history  we  are  aoqnainted.  Even  in  the  BiitiA 
Honse  of  Commc»is,  whioh  genttmnen  had  oftoi 
and  emphatically  s^led  a  mookery  of  twK' 
sentation,  so  great  is  ttie  req»6ot  paid  to  poue 
opinion^  that  the  m^oritj  deem  it  their  du^  U> 
assign  in  detiata  the  reason^  of  their  oondiid- 
Although  the  Uinister  in  Eoglaod  has  quite  aa 
mnoh  oonfldence  in  the  stren^  of  his  iii|^tritv 
as  gentlemen  here  can  have  in  thcdn^  yet,  inft«- 
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iog  power,  he  does  not  forget  right,  and  hia  re- 
gwd  for  pablio  opinion  is  «o  ktmI,  tb&t  he 
never  Becnree  his  measorea  by  &  sijent  vote.  In 
tb«Be  dnjB  of  innovation,  we,  it  seems,  sre  to 
pursae  s  difierent  coarse.    When  the  resoln- 


-  couaideratinn,  not  a  voioe  was  raised  against  it 
Thi»  profound  silence  made  oa  expect  a  nnani- 
mona  rote;  hat,  in  oonaequenoe,  he  snpposed, 
of  «ome  outdoor  arrangement^  it  was  ngeotaa 
\rj  this  mlent  m^ority .  He  had  seen  manj  de- 
UberatiTe  assemblies,  bat  never  before  wit- 
nueed  snch  a  procedure.  He  woald  not  saj 
vhetlier  this  was  reepectM  tewarda  the  minori- 
ty, who.  we  have  been  Wld  from  high  authority, 
have  tneir  equal  rights — he  wonld  not  aay 
whether  it  was  digged  as  it  r^arded  the 
nugority,  bat,  without  pretending  to  any  spirit 
d  prqiheoj,  he  would  ventore  to  say  it  could 
not  be  deemed  politic  or  wise  by  the  people  (^ 
itiis  country. 

When  the  doors  of  Oongress  were  open,  and 
penons  admitted  to  take  the  debates,  the  peo- 
ple expected  to  be  folly  informed  of  the  views 
md  motives  which  governed  the  votes  of  their 
Bepresentativee.  Bat  it  seems  oar  oonstitaenU 
ire  not  to  be  treated  with  this  heretofore  oom- 
moa  civility.  In  propodug .  measures  we  are 
obliged  to  goesa  at  what  gentlemen  feel  agunst 
them,  (for  they  say  nothing,)  and  to  defend 
them,  withoat  knowing  in  what  th^  are 
ot^ectionabie  to  those  who  govern  in  this  Honse. 
TMb  lind  of  governing  is  ont  ill  oakinlated  to 
prodnoe  harmony,  to  restore  social  interconree, 
sad  to  heal  tlie  woimds  inflicted  on  society  by 
the  spirit  of  party.. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  it  passed  in  the 
negative — ^yeos  87,  nays  67. 

Dutia  on  ImporU, 

Ur.  RoTUdKiK  called  np  for  consideration 
Hia  reeolntion  which  he  moved  on  Friday,  on 
which  the  previous  question  waa  then  taken,  viz ; 

"Av/ved;  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Menu 
ba  iiutnuited  partlcolarly  to'  inquire  into  ths  expedi- 
017  cf  rednang  the  dnliea  cm  blown  sugar,  aofl«e, 
sod  bohea  tea." 

Mr.  Obibwols  hoped  the  rtaolntioa  wonld 
be  decided  npon. 

Ur,  BuTLBnaa  hoped  the  reference  wonld  ob- 
tain. These  articles  paid  the  bighert  rate  of 
dutiee  and  were  of  the  firat  neceaaity.  In  look- 
ing over  the  rates  of  duties  on  imports,  he  saw 
many  artidea  that  were  taxed  enonnonsly  high. 
Those  in  the  resolution  were  of  the  first  neoea- 
Hty,  the  dnty  high,  and  laid  when  they  were  at 
war  prices;  while  the  people  received  war 
prices  for  their  prodaoe,  they  conid  with  con- 
venience pay  for  these  artidM,  though  hig^. 
The  olgect  of  tlte  resolution  was  merely  to 
inquire,  and  he  did  not  see  how  it  coold  in- 
.  tenero  with  any  object  gentlemen  have  in  view. 

Mr.  Dana.— I  h«f  liberty  to  tender  the  hom- 
^  of  niy_  profotmd  respects,  for  the  dignified 
BitnaUon  in  which  gentiemeu  have  now  placed 


fhemselrw,  and  oongratnlate  them  on  their 
silence.  There  ia  something  peculiarly  imprea- 
aive  in  this  mode  of  opposing  every  thing  tiiat 
is  urged.  It  is  seldom  tbat  gentlemen  have 
exhibited  anch  a  lemarkaUe  appearance  of  a 
philosophical  assembly. 

"  That  dumb  Legtslatare  will  immortalize 
yoar  name  " — is  s^d  to  have  been  the  langnage 
of  a  certain  distinguished  General  to  a  certain 
nominal  Abb£,  who  has  been  represented  as 
having  pigeon-holes  foil  of  constitntionB  of  his 
own  making.  Daring  the  memorable  nigUt  at 
SL  Olond,  when  the  French  Council  of  Ancients, 
and  Coancil  of  Five  Hnndred,  were  a<^onmed — 
to  meet  no  more — it  may  be  recollected,  the 
powers  of  execative  government  were  provi- 
sionally oommittad  to  three  persons,  styled 
Oonsnu,  and  two  of  them  were  the  General 
and  the  AbbS.  From  each  of  the  Oonndl^ 
twenty-five  members  were  selected,  to  oompoee 
a  comminion,  and  assist  the  provisional  CoQ- 
anls  in  preparing  a  constitntion  fbr  France.  Of 
the  numerous  prqjecte  of  oonstitntions  presented 
by  the  Abb£,  it  ia  said  so  part  was  finally 
adopted  except  the  plan  of  a  dumb  Legislature. 
This,  the  Qeneral  instantly  seized  with  apparent 
enthusiasm,  exclaiming  to  the  Abbt,  "that 
dumb  Legislature  will  immortalize  your  name  I " 
And  it  waa  detarmined  to  have  a  eorpi  hgitlat^ 
that  shoold  vote,  bat  not  debate. 

It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  any  thing 
like  this  would  soon  take  place  in  oar  own 
oonntry.  Bnt  it  is  the  prerogative  of  great 
geninsea,  when  in  sinular  circamstances,  to 
arrive  at  the  aame  great  results,  although  witti 
some  difference  in  the  prooeas.  Nor  can  I  for- 
bear o&ring  my  tribute  of  admiration,  for  the 
genius  who  has  projected  a  mode  of  proceed- 
ing among  us,  that  so  nearly  rivals  the  plan  adopt- 
ed La  Fiance.  I  know  not  to  whom  is  due 
the  honor  of  this  Inminona  discovery.  After 
ascribing  to  him,  however,  all  merited  ^ry, 
permit  me  to  examine  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment relied  on  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to 
the  proposed  reeolntion. 

Their  argoment  is  silenoe.  I  hope  to  be 
excused  if  I  do  not  discuss  this  sulject  ia  the 
most  satisbotory  manner ;  as  silenoe  ia  a  nev 
species  of  login,  about  which  no  directions 
have  been  found  in  any  treatise  on  logic  that 
I  have  ever  seen.  It  will  \»  my  endeavor 
to  reply  to  gentlemen  by  examining  soma 
points  which  may  be  considered  as  involved  in 
their  dumb  a^faments. 

One  of  these  points  is — that  certain  members 
of  this  House  Iiave  pledged  themselves  to  their 
constitnents,  for  repealmg  all  the  internal  taiM. 
They  may  have  declared  their  opinions  to  thia 
effect,  before  the  election ;  and,  b^ng  chosen 
under  such  circumetanoes,  may  now  deem  them- 
selves bonnd  in  honor  not  to  vary.  The  terms 
assented  to  between  their  constitnents  and  them- 
selves may,  therefore,  be  viewed  by  them  as  the 
particular  rale  of  their  own  oondaot.  Bat  ia 
this  Eoosa  to  be  regarded  in  the  same  li^ 
with  the  English  Eoose  of  Oommons,  donng 
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the  earlj  period  of  their  UstorT',  when  the 
knighU  of  shirefl,  and  the  repremntativM  of 
tatiea  and  boronghs,  were  instnicted  on  what 
temiH  thev  Bhonld  btirgain  with  the  Grown  for 
■peckl  pnvil^eH,  and  were  limited  to  the  price 
agreed  on  by  their  constitneiitel  The  gitoation 
of  gentlemen  who  have  thus  pledged  themeelvee 
to  vote  for  repealiiiK  the  Internal  taxea,miist  b« 
irkaome,  indeed,  if  on  mature  oonnderMJon 
the;  should  beliere  It  more  proper  and  more 
beaeficiai  for  the  oountrj  to  have  other  toxM 
rednoed.  Those  who  hare  entered  into  a  Btlp- 
nlatioQ  of  this  sort,  to  as  to  feel  it  aa  a  point  of 
honor,  are  bo  neonllarlj  oironmstanoed  tlmt 
timj  might  thlnjc  it  too  aaraming  in  me,  were 
I  «o  much  as  to  expren  a  derire  that  thej  would 
Tote  for  reducing  aome  of  the  duties  on  imports, 
instead  of  repetJing  all  the  internal  taxes.  It 
is  to  be  hoTi«d,  the  nnmber  of  membera  who 
have  pledoea  themselves  ^  this  manner,  does 
not  exceed  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

Another  point  involved  in  this  argoment  of 
riknce  is,  that  other  gentlemen  m^  have 
jdedged  themwlves  to  these,  and  ^ven  them 
a  promise  of  anpport  on  this  aaliject.  It  most 
be  acknowledged  that  tUi  was  more  than  was 
required  on  aooonnt  rf  their  seat  in  this  House. 
If  any  gentlemen  hare  sbscdntdy  so  pledged 
thenuelvee  to  their  oonstttoents,  it  most  indeed 
be  difBcnIt  to  oonviDoe  them.  On  thispcrfnt 
their  minds  most  be  ao  differently  constituted 
from  mine,  that  there  doea  not  seem  to  be  any 
oommon  principle  between  ns  that  can  be  as- 
snmed  aa  the  basis  of  argumentation. 

Another  point  fa,  the  Exeontive  has  reoom- 
mended  a  repeal  of  all  the  Internal  taxes,  and 
not  any  rednotion  of  the  impost.    And  will 

rtlemen  act  upon  tlds  as  a  snfficient  reaaon 
th^  oondnct?  Is  it  now  to  booome  a  prin- 
dple,  that  the  Exeoatire  Is  to  deliberate,  and 
the  Leglslatnre  to  act^  an3  that  no  measure  is 
to  be  adopted  nnleas  pn^osed  by  the  Exmh- 
tiret  Voold  it  not  be  better  for  the  ooimtry 
to  abolish  this  House,  and  to  avoid  naelees 
expense,  if  it  is  to  be  nothing  more  than  one 
of  the  auoient  Parliaments  of  Franoe,  employed 
to  register  the  edicts  of  a  master  I 

The  ulenoe  of  the  gentlemen  may  also  he 
oonndered  as  having  relation  to  their  great 
denre  (or  the  harmony  of  sodal  Interoonne, 
To  prevent  Its  bting  disturbed  in  the  Honae  by 
debating^  they  may  have  oome  to  a  determina- 
tion that  all  uie  greet  qnesljimB  shall  be  setUed 
by  gentlemen  of  a  oertain  desolation,  when 
met  la  nocturnal  oondave,  and  be  only  voted 
npon  in  this  plaoe.  If  snob  be  the  foot,  it 
seems  but  reasonable  that  any  of  the  members 
of  this  House  should  be  admitted  in  meetings 
of  the  conclave,  as  delegates  from  the  territo- 
rial distrioEs  are  admitted  into  Oongreeo,  with 
a  right  to  debate,  althon^  not  to  vote,  li, 
however,  this  is  thought  too  much,  gentlemen 
sbonld  at  least  have  galleriea  proridol,  so  that 
other  membera  of  the  Lef^slature  might  be  ad- 
mitted as  spectators,  and  have  the  opportunity 
of  knowing  the  reaious  tot  publlo  measoree. 


[JUUST.  IBQl. 

The  question  was  called  for,  when  Hr.  Eds 
TIB  begged  the  ^>aaker  would  state  it,  u,  is 
listening  to  the  orgaments  (rf  the  gentleman 
from  Ooonecticut,  he  had  forgotten  it. 

Hr.  RiTTuUMK  said  he  was  mnoh  pleased  bj 
the  qneetton  of  the  bonomble  geutleuum  from 
Uassaohnsetts.  "^en  gentlemen  ai^  Ifliai,  is 
thequeetiont  it  Is  to  ba  hoped  thst  thev  will 
respect  its  merits ;  but,  from  the  soene  thh  div 
acted,  hehadleamedthat  theonlyinqmiy  witA 
gentlonen  wonid  be,  from  what  nde  does  tl^ 
oomel 

The  queetlon  was  then  takoi  by  yeas  snl 
nays,  snd  lost— yeas  SS,  ni^  58. 

TmaoAT,  JibnaryM. 


Ur.  Spxiss  reported  a  bin  fiv  the  g( 
of  the  Territory  of  Ootnmbia. 

[The  trill  establiahes  a  Legislature,  tUKma  hj 
the  taxable  ddzens  of  the  Uidted  States  ods 

C  result  in  the  Territory,  oompoeed  of  > 
w  of  BepresentativM,  to  eonnst  of  twent j- 
five  members,  seven  whw«of  to  be  ohosea  bj 
the  district  of  Bock  Ore^  seven  from  the  pert 
west  of  Rock  Greek,  and  eleven  by  the  cotrnty 
of  Alexandria.  The  Governor  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
Territon  to  "pay  the  Lf^atnre,  aod  the  United 
States  the  Govwnor.  The  Jodges  to  b(4d  their 
offlow  dnring  life,  nnless  removed  by  the  IW- 
dent  on  the  qipUoatlon  of  two  snocessive  I«gtf 
latnres.] 

Referred  to  the  Committee  ti  the  wbcto 
House  on  Toesd^  next 

A  memorial  and  rsmonstraiMts  of  wmdry  in- 
habitants of  the  oonn^  and  town  of  " 


in  the  IMstriot  of  Oolnrobia,  was  jmstDtei 
the  Home  and  read,  praying  Uiat  Oopj^ess 


itedto 


shall,  by  the  estaUidiiasnt  of  a  sobwdinils 
Leewaave  or  aabordlnate  Exeontive,  or  o&er- 
wiae^  tend  to  mdte  nnder  its  power,  (be  two 
mrts  of  the  dlstriot,  as  separated  by  tbe  river 
Potomac — Beferred  to  tbe  Oconmhtee  ef  tha 
whole  Honae  last  q>pointed. 

TncBSD^T,  Janoary  28. 

JAMtMant  3t9mt,  hit  Qffiotn  and  Ortm. 

The  Honse  rescdvad  itself  into  a  Oommittee  rf 
the  Whole  on  the  n^ort  of  a  selaot  <x 
of  the  nineteenth  instant,  on  die  n 

the  Benot^in  the  fonn  of  joint  n 

the  two  Honses,  "in  reqjsot  to  lieatKiut 
Bterret,  the  offlosr^  and  crew  of  the  Cnitad 
States'  echooner  Entcoprise ;"  to  whkh  Omo- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Home  were  also  rd^rred 
the  said  resoIatloDs  of  the  Senate;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Spiakxb  resBmed 
the  chair,  and  l£r.I>aviarqiori»d  that  the  com- 
mittee bad  had  the  aaid  report  and  lesolotitn* 
nnder  oonnderaUon,  and  direotiid  bira  to  r^ieat 
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to  the  House  their  disagreement  to  the  said  re- 
■olntions  of  the  Senate,  and  their  agreement  to 
two  resolutions  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
■elect  committee  thereapon,  in  the  form  ofjoint 
resolationa  of  the  two  Hoosee ;  which  he  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  HoDse  then  proceeded  to  oonnder  the 
said  report  and  resolntions :  Wherenpon,  the 
lesolutions  of  the  Senate,  to  which  Ehe  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Hooae  reported  their  dis- 
agreement, heinx  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

JIaolted  fijt  It*  Suiatt  ernd  Seam  o/lbjrmBiUanei 
^tie  Um^»dSwmef  Amviea  fa  Owigrtw  atmnlttd, 
TiuX,  HatMti»U)f<irib«UghaaiMtb^«dtertain 
eftbe  naotical  Aill  utd  gallant  aaodaet  of  lieutenant 
AndraT  Senret,  eonmundei  of  die  Unitad  Statai' 
•Ehooner  EnteipriM,  mmnifiated  in  an  engagement 
with,  and  in  the  captnie  of,  a  Trlpolitan  eomii,  of 
■nperior  force,  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  fitted  out  b; 
the  Bey  of  that  Rwenc/ to  haran  the  trade,  capture 
the  TCMeli,  and  eniiaTa  the  citiEeni,  (^  theae  Statoi, 
the  Preddent  of  the'  United  Statea  be  leqnettad 
to  pieHDt  Uentuiant  Stsiret  with  a  gold  medu,  irith 
MM  mitable  derices  theteon,  a«bB  i£aU  deem  proper, 
and  embiematio  of  that  lieroic  action,  and  the  mercy 
extended  to  a  baibannu  enemy,  who  three  times 
Mmck  hi*  colon  twice,  and  teoommeuoed  hostOi- 
liea  -  an  act  of  hamani^,  however  unmerited,  iiighly 
bcmoiabla  to  the  American ' flag  and  nation;  and 
that  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States  be  alao  re- 
qneited  to  fcvioit  to  each  of  the  Llentenanti,  Porter 
and  Lkwkhi,  of  the  Navy,  and  Liantenaat  Lane  of 
tba  Marine!,  who  were  Hrring  on  boiu^l  Aa  Enter- 
priie  in  the  engagement  and  eontribnled,  i^  their 
gallant  condnct,  to  the  mcceu  of  the  day,  a  aword, 
with    nuih  mitable  dericei  ai    '     ~ 


"Bait  fviktr  molged.  In  connderation  of  the  in- 
tnpid  beharior  of  the  crew  of  tlie  Enterpriee,  onder 
the  ordera  of  Qtai  gallaiit  commander,  and  their  i»- 
ccinnB  no  priia  money,  the  conair  being  diamantled 
and  rekaaed  after  her  captnie,  that  one  month'i  pay, 
over  and  above  tlie  nnul  allowance,  be  p^d  to  all  nie 
other  officen,  (Wlon,  and  marinei,  who  wei«  actually 
OD  board  and  engaged  in  tliat  action  ;  for  the  ezpen- 
dituie  of  which  ohaige  CongieM  wiQ  make  tba  ne- 


Tbe  resolutions  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Miect  committee,  to  which  the  Cffnunittee  of 
the  whole  House  reported  their  agreement, 
bring  twice  read,  in  the  wtffds  fbUOwing,  to 
wit: 

"  Sitolrtd  ijr  lit  Sana*  and  BiMtt  of  Stprttmla- 
tireiafOa  Umled  Stala  0/  Amrrica  a  Congrtf  at- 
tewMed,  That  thqr  antertaia  a  high  lenw  of  ttie  gal- 
lant condnot  of  LientBoant  Steiret,  and  the  cuier 
offlcen,  namen,  and  marinee,  ou  board  the  wbooner 
Enbuj^iae,  in  the  captme  of  a  TripoGtan  oonair,  of 
tborteeu  gmia  and  ei^ty  men. 

"BtMiitai,  That  the  Freudent  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  present  to  Llentenant  Strant 
a  sword,  oommemorative  of  the  afotesidd  heroic  no- 
tioa ;  ud  that  one  monOfi  axtn  pay  be  alloired  to 

Vol.  iL— sa 


all  the  other  officers,  seaman,  and  marines,  who 
were  on  board  the  Enteiprise  when  the  aforesaid 
action  took  piaoe." 

The  qTieation  was  taken  that  the  House  do 
ooncnr  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
ia  their  agreement'  to  the  same,  and  resolved  in 
the  afBrmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  resolntions  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

HoHDAT,  Febniary  8. 
Tmprixmmmt  Jbr  DAt. 

Tir.  Sioux  called  np  his  reeolntion  that  a 
oommittee  be  appointed  to  revise  the  laws  re- 
specting imprisonment  for  debts  dne  the  United 
States.  His  objects,  he  said,  were  two ;  to  se- 
cure the  debtor's  property,  and  to  inflict  some 
penalty  or  provide  some  remedy  instead  of  im- 
prisonment for  life. 

Mr.  ScTLisoK  was  opposed  to  imprisonment 
for  life,  where  the  debtor  gave  op  his  whole 
property,  and  was  tmable  to  pay  all.  He  had 
known,  in  Sooth  Carolina,  revenue  officers  im- 
prisoned for  debts  dne  the  United  States,  who 
bad  been  many  years  confined;  men  of  gootf 
character,  men  of  honesty,  but  who,  througb 
ignorance  of  transactiiig  certain  bnsiness,  or 
their  roiflfortnnea,  were  nnable  to  pay.  He  knew 
an  individoal  of  that  State  who  nod  applied  to 
that  Hoose  for  relief;  his  petition  was  referred 
tothe  Secretary  of  the  Treasoir;  the  Secretary 
felt  a  delicacy  in  interfering  in  the  case ;  the 
petition  was  not  granted ;  and  the  person  had 
now  been  in  jail  Ave  years,  though  hia  inability 
to  pay  did  not  arise  from  having  wasted  the 
publio  money,  or  from  aught  bnt  misfortune: 
for  he  was  acknowledged  to  be  a  man  of  good 
character.  He  was  averse  to  snob>  cruelty. 
Hence  the  neoearity  of  making  some  provision 
thst  the  innooeot,  when  distinctions  can,  as  in. 
most  instances,  be  made^  may  not  be  su^eoted' 
to  crnel  punishments,  that  were  of  no  beneSt  to 
the  United  States.  Why  send  him  to  Jallt 
Why  lock  him  up  there!  Why  prevent  hi* 
being  able  to  support  his  family  t 

Mr.  Snilu. — 'It  is  the  case  that  whm  yoa 
exceed  in  making  your  laws  what  b  reasonable, 
those  laws,  as  the  present  concerning  debtors  to 
the  United  States,  will  not  be  eiecntecL  The 
present  law  cannot  ba  pnt  in  ezeontioD.  He 
wished  some  sufficient  penalty.  This  was  not 
the  proper  stage  to  give  his  sentiments;  wer« 
it,  he  shonid  say,  he  thought  the  defaulter 


not  the  proper  jodgee,  and  OB^t  not  to  inter- 
fere; the  Legislative  and  Jndiciol  Departments 
should  be  kept  separate.  We  want  some  nni- 
form  law,  operating  on  all  aooording  to  their 
demerit. 
The  snljjeot  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
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Fbidat,  Febrnftry  12. 


Ur.  TnoiuB  oalled  up  hU  motion  respeoting 
State  Balunoes,  whtoh  iB  as  follows  ; 

"  Raolved,  Tlut  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  theenedicDCjof  eiitiiigniaiiiTig  the  eUima 
of  the  United  Statea  for  certain  bakncea,  vhicb, 
It;  ths  Commiaiionen  appointed  to  leRle  the  aoooanta 
between  the  tliuCed  Statea  and  tbe  individual  Statai, 
mn  nportad  to  be  due  from  HTeial  c^the  StalM  to 
tbe  Uniled  Statea,  and  that  the  inid  committee  haTe 
leave  to  report  by  luU  or  otharwin." 

Mr.  Batabd  hoped  the  resolntion  wonid  pre- 
vail. The  debtor  States,  not  satisfied  with  the 
settlement  made  by  the  Board  of  CommiseioD- 
era,  had  asked  for  infonnation  respecting  the 
KTOonds  oa  which  it  bad  been  made.  The  io- 
AinDation  had  been  imperionsi;  refnsed.  In 
his  opinion  it  was  but  right,  if  the  debtor  States 
did  not  dispute  tbe  validit;  of  the  debts  dne  to 
the  creditor  States,  that  the;  shoDld  agree  to 
expunge  the  dume  agdnst  the  debtor  Statea. 
Indeed,  be  bad  been  assared  that  the  commis- 
sion was  not  institnted  with  a  view  of  sostain- 
ing  any  charges  against  the  debtor  States,  but 
for  osoertaining  the  amouit  due  to  the  creditor 
States,  and  funding  them ;  and  be  believed  it 
had  been  so  ooderstood  at  Ibe  tune.  This 
was  an  afikir  not  determinable  by  the  ordi- 
nary rules  applied  to  individntd  cases.  Many 
of  tbe  States,  not  expeclJng-a  settlement,  had 
kept  no  acoouots  or  Tonchers ;  and  however 
great  the  snppbea  they  contribated  under  ench 
circa  instances,  they  received  no  credits  for  them ; 
while  tboee  States  which  had  been  most  careful 
in  the  preaervatdon  of  voncherB,  shared  a  differ- 
ent and  a  better  &te. 

Mr.  B.  believed  it  was  tbe  true  policy  of  the 
creditor  States  to  agree  to  the  eitingQiBbm  eat  of 
these  balances.  He  believed  they  never  could 
be  paid,  because  no  State  allowed  them  to  be 
dne.  They  wonid  not,  therefore,  be  paid  vul- 
nntarily ;  and  be  knew  of  no  force  in  the  United 
States  to  compel  payment.  Why  then,  keep 
up  a  BonrCB  of  irritatioOi  which  could  do  no  pos- 
sible good,  and  which  oonid  only  tend  to  repel 
some  States  troia  that  constitution,  which  we 
all  onght  to  endeavor  to  make  the  object  of  gen- 
eral affection  i 

Mr.  SoTTTHABD  s^d,  he  b&d  yet  heard  no  rea- 
son that  oonvinced  him  that  the  resolntion  of- 
fered was  just  or  proper.  It  wonid  be  recol- 
lected that  this  contract  was  made  under  the 
confederation.  In  the  establishment  of  our -in- 
dependence, great  and  various  exertions  had 
been  made.  In  the  oontribntions  made,  great 
ineqoaUties  took  place,  which  were  unaToidnble. 
Generally,  where  the  war  eiistod,  the  States 
became  creditor  States.  It  was  just  that  those 
States  which  had  contributed  more  than  their 
Bhare  should  be  repud,  and  that  those  who  bad 
paid  less  should  make  up  the  deficiency.  If  the 
debtor  States  were  not  to  pay  their  balances, 
why  BotUe  the  acconntst  To  relinqnish  the 
payment  would  be^  in  his  opinion,  not  only  nn- 


Jnst  bnt  nnconstitntional.  The  eonstitntion  n;i, 
"  All  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  aXtt- 
ed  into,  t)efore  the  adoption  of  this  oonsIitDtiaD, 
shall  be  as  valid  agdnst  the  United  States  nnd«r 
this  constitution  as  under  the  ConfedentioD;" 
and  tbe  present  Government  had  reoogniicd 
those  debts  as  jnaL  The  gentiemsn  from  Dels- 
ware  says,  tbe  settlement  is  not  JOBt.  Bat  thii 
was  barely  the  snggestion  of  nis  own  mind. 
To  sostain  it,  he  onght  to  have  shown  its  defectt; 
bnt  this  he  had  not  done. 

Mr.  Mrromu.  was  in  &vor  of  the  reioktioii, 
as  he  believed  a  refusal  to  adopt  it  would  l>e  at- 
tended with  unpleasant  sensations.  Qejndged 
so  from  an  historical  review  of  the  butine* 
The  several  States  had  associated  together  for 
their  common  defence,  and,  in  the  eye  of  eqnitf , 
wliatever  that  defence  required,  shoald  cowti- 
tnte  a  common  claairge.  The  SMOunla  of  el- 
penses  thns  Incurred,  were  not  settled  till  the 
new  Government  was  ostabliahed.  Thst  Got- 
emment  fixed  the  mode  of  settlement;  it  ip- 
pointM  a'board  of  referees,  to  report  the  debts 
and  credits  of  the  respective  St^es.  In  tliis 
report,  it  was  the  fortune  of  certun  Btstes,  not- 
withstanding the  greatness  of  thdr  eoDtribn- 
tions,  to  be  reported  debtor  Stales.  Tbffll 
States  became  debtors  from  the  independent 
spirit  with  which  they  aBserted  their  sorertign 
n^ta.  UTot  relying  on  the  general  coDCribs- 
tjons,  they  furnished  great  supplies  witlwrt 
making  any  charge  to  tbe  Union ;  by  eiettiix 
all  their  strength,  they  paid  as  they  weal,  sad 
preserved  no  vouchers  of  what  they  paid.  Thi^ 
he  averred,  was  the  case  as  to  the  State  Tlii(h 
be  had  tbe  honor  in  part  to  represent;  a  Slate 
as  willing  as  able  to  contribute,  and  which  did 
contribute  to  a  great  extent;  bnt  whicii  li»a 
neglected  to  preserve  her  voncbers,  the  \xa»f^ 
vation  of  which  would  have  made  her  a  credi- 
tor State.  He  believed,  therefore,  that  in  eqsilj, 
the  States  were  not  bound  to  pay  these  baiine* 
But  to  this  it  is  replied,  the  award  is  finsL  Hs 
would  not  agree  to  that ;  be  denied  it.  Bead**, 
there  was  a  want  of  coercive  power  in  lbs  rai- 
ted  States  to  enforce  those  ^«'"''*^_J^ 
this  consideration  alone,  we  ought  to  prceeed 
with  lenity,  and  endeavor  to  make  the  settle- 
ment a  peaceable  one.  As  in  other  circnm- 
Btancea,  we  ought  to  make  a  virtne  of  necesritj. 

Mr.  8.  SifirH  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  take  sn? 
part  in  the  debate,  hot  in  order  to  briug  ti» 
subject  directly  before  the  ootnmittee.  Tode 
which,  he  moved  so  to  amend  the  resolatioii  «s 
to  make  it  read,  "Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient 
to  extinguish  the  claims,"  sc. 

Mr.  LowsDEs  hoped  tbe  amendment  womd 
not  be  agreed  tfl.  Ho  did  not  see  tbe  eips- 
diency  of  volunteering  a  relinquishuient  d  i™ 
claims  established  against  several  of  the  Stsiea 
The  amendment  was  calculated  to  take  tbe 
committee  by  snrprisa  The  original  resoinUoa 
went  merely  to  consider  the  e:q>efienc7  «  • 
relinquishment ;  tbe  amendment  involved  tb* 
principle  itselt  , 

Mr.  Hill  was  deorons  the  amendmtotibaua 
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Dot  be  made,  not  from  an;  indispoeition  bimself 
to  »gi«a  to  it,  bat  from  a  re^rd  to  the  seuti- 
menta  of  other  genttemeD.  Even  tf  it  was  aa- 
certained  that  tbese  debta  had  aruen  on  a  joat 
coQsideratioii,  jet,  in  liis  opinioa,  tbey  ought  to 
be  extingniihed,  from  the  principle  that,  in  oar 
GovemmeDt,  nbatever  hazarded  the  harmonj 
of  the  Union,  onght  to  be  avoided.  Precedenta 
were  not  wantiogiQ  which  sacrifices  were  made 
to  this  principle.  lie  alleded  to  Uie  qnieting 
the  cUuna  onder  Counecticnt  righta.  But, 
whatever  might  be  the  general  ideaa  on  this 
Bubject  elMwhere,  he  knew  not  a  man  in  Xorth 
Carolina,  who  did  not  believe  the  a^ostmeat 
iniqnitons.  To  show  the  committee  Low  the 
dtizene  of  that  State  felt,  he  woald  state  a  oaae 
that  had  oocorred  before  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners. Two  claims  had  been  made,  both  for 
the  aame  amomit  and  the  same  description  of 
BDpplieB,  one  on  one  side  and  one  on  the  other 
aide,ofPedeeBiver;oneinKorth,  and  the  other 
in  Sonth  Oarullna ;  and,  in  one  case,  seven  abil- 
lings  had  been  allowed,  and  in  the  other,  onlj 
rizpenoe  for  the  baahel  of  wheat.  The  business 
generally  was  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Oon- 
gresa.  It  had,  in  tact,  already  been  attended 
to  at  different  times.  New  York  had  eitin- 
gniahed  eight  hundred  tbonsand  dollars  of  her 
balance  under  certain  proviuons  applied  to  her 

Mr.  Baoor  said,  if  tlie  object  of  the  motion 
was  to  go  into  a  new  liqnidation  of  the  old  ac- 
connts  between  the  United  States  and  the  sev- 
eral States,  it  would  not  only  talie  np  eveiy  day 
of  the  present  session,  bnt  tho  work  woold  be 
left  nnAnihhed  for  onr  anccesaoiB.  These  debta 
had  been  inonrred  in  a  common  canae,  in  which 
each  State  was  equally  interested,  and  towards 
which  each  State  was  bound  equally  to  ooctri- 
bnt&  When  Congress  made  reqnisitions  on  this 
[»inciple,  tliey  were  aocompanied  by  a  promise 
that  there  shonld  be  a  fin^  liqnidation.  This 
liqnidation  was  made ;  the  settlement  was  com- 
plete. Bnt  this  settlement  is  new  objected  to, 
and  what  is  to  be  done )  Why  we  most  annul 
the  contract  This  might  satisfy  some  of  the 
&tal«e,  hat  he  was  sure  it  would  dissatisfy  others. 
He  saw,  therefore,  no  end  to  be  answered  by 
the  motion.  We  most  either  set  aside  all  that 
had  been  done,  and  begin  de  tiodo,  to  which  this 
body  is  incompetent,  or  rest  satisned  with  what 
ia  already  done. 

Ur.  B.  WtLLUMB  observed,  that  since  he  had 
held  a  seat  in  the  Ilonse,  tfaia  subject  bad  been 
alnioet  every  sesMon  caUed  np.  The  more  he 
bod  heard  it  diseussed,  the  more  he  became  con- 
Tinced  of  the  necessity  of  getting  it  ont  of  the 
iray.  He  fonnd  that  whenever  it  was  bronght 
np,  all  was  imagination.  One  State  contended 
that  it  had  contributed  largely,  and  another, 
,  tb&t  ita  ezertjons  had  not  been  sarpaased. 

We  ore  asked,  why  relinquish  these  balances 
beforewe  areaolicited  bythe  States!  Eewould 
reply  that  Norlli  Carolina  never  hod  recognized 
the  debt,  and,  in  hia  opinion,  never  wotdd  ^>- 
plj  for  its  extuguisluuent    He  was  in  lavor  of 


the  amendment,  becanse  the  principle  onght  to 
be  decided  here,  and  not  in  a  select  committee. 
What,  indeed,  could  aach  committee  reportl 
There  were  no  vouchers  or  booka  whereon  the 
settlement  had  been  made  to  be  got  at  All 
thoy  could  do,  then,  would  be  to  report  tie  bal- 
ances alleged  to  be  due,  which  any  member 
CO  old  at  any  time  leani. 

It  seemed  almost  uaelesa  to  go  into  arguments 
to  show  the  injustice  of  the  claim,  and  of  con- 
sequence, the  jnstice  of  the  resolntion.  It  had 
been  justly  said,  that  ttiose  States  which  bad 
contributed  the  Tiost,  had,  by  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners,  the  most  to  pay ;  and  this  waa 
peculiarly  BO  with  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr,  W.  had  forborne  to  dwell  on  the  iqjoa- 
tice  of  these  demands.  But  were  he  to  enter 
on  that  branch  of  the  diecuauon,  he  should  say 
that  the  very  act  of  destropng  cdl  tlie  voacbers 
was  of  itself  sufficient  to  justify  any  suspicion. 
He  shonld  say,  that  for  what,  in  some  State^ 
there  had  be^  an  allowance  of  one  handred 
pounds,  North  Carolina  had  not  been  allowed 
twenty  shillings.  Could,  then,  gentlemen  t^ 
of  moral  obligation,  and  say  that  tiiia  was  a  just 
debt? 

Mr.  T.  IfoBsis  said,  it  was  contended  that  the 
accounts  should  be  opened  anew  and  re-examin- 
ed. The  fears,  therefore,  of  the  gentleman  from 
Uaasacbusetts,  were  entirely  visionary.  TIm 
resolution  was  a  mmple  one.    It  propoees  to  in- 

3uire  into  the  expediency  of  doins  away  these 
ebts.  The  amendment  goes  to  determine  the 
principle  here.  He  thought  it  proper  the  prin- 
ciple shonld  be  settled  here.  Bnt  gentlemen 
say  they  want  information.  If  so,  after  the 
amendment  is  a^eed  to,  they  may  move  for  a 

Ctponement  If  the  amendment  were  carried, 
would  himself  move  a  postponement 
It  had  been  said  that  New  York  had  had 
eight  hundred  tboosand  dollars  of  her  debt  re- 
mitted by  the  United  States.  But  how  did  the 
case  reallv  stand  t  New  York  had  availed  her- 
self of  tne  act  of  Congress,  not  becanse  die 
acknowledged  the  debt  to  be  Just,  bnt  because 
she  prefer^  doing  something  to  remaining  in 
the  situation  towards  the  United  Stetes  in  which 
she  stood.  It  waa  straoge,  then,  to  hear  gentle- 
men say  that  New  York  had  been  favored. 
What  was  the  fact  t  North  Carolina,  according 
to  the  gentleman,  had  not,  and  would  not,  pay 
cent ;  and  New  York  bad  discharged  a  great- 
__  sum  than  was  dno  by  all  the  other  debtor 
.States,  with  the  eiceplion  of  Belaware.  She 
was,  therefore,  instead  of  being  favored,  placed 
in  a  worse  situation  than  any  other  State,  It 
waa  fWim  the  existence  of  this  stete  of  tilings 
that  he  wished  a  final  decision  to  be  made  thla 
New  York  having  agreed  to  moke 
certain  payments  to  the  United  States,  it  was 
important  to  her  to  know  whether  the  United 
Stat«s  meant  to  enforce  payment  by  the  other 
Stetea.  Her  situation  woold  be  truly  nnfor- 
tnnate,  if  after  agreeing  to  pa^,  the  United 
States  suffered  her  claims  against  the  other 
States  to  sleep.    She  would  not  only  have  to 
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pAj  her  quota  of  the  debts,  bat  would  see  do 
prospect  of  deriving  her  share  of  benefit  from 
the^rments  of  the  other  debtor  StAtea.  - 

Mr.  Maoox  said  the  snbject  vas  a  very  old 
ooe,  vbich  had  occupied  ntoch  time  everj  ses- 
rioD  for  meaj  years,  aad  he  thongbt  it  n-onld  be 
u  well  to  try  the  qneatlon  now  as  at  any  other 
time.  No  informatioQ  of  a  Beleot  committM 
could  throw  any  new  light  upon  It, 

There  waa  a  &ot  which  ought  to  have  great 
wel^t  with  the  committee.  One  of  the  Oom- 
miaeionere  who  made  the  settlement,  who  was 
g  member  of  this  Hon»e,  bad,  after  the  settle- 
ment, proposed  a  resolution  to  eitingniah  the 
balances  of  the  debtor  Btatea ;  and  he  had  sta- 
ted, as  a  reason  for  this  measore,  that  the  prin- 
dple  adopted  by  the  board  had  operated  veiy 
liarshly  opon  partionlar  States.  Hr.  If.  had  it 
fi-om  authority  not  to  be  qoeBtioned,  that  in  the 
Bettloment  by  the  Commissioners,  teams,  with 
the  usual  number  of  horses,  had  not  prodnoed 
twenty  shillings.  , 

This  snljject  had  hung  oTer  oar  heads  for 
^ht  years,  and  no  scheme  was  yet  devised  for 
ejecting  the  balances.  How  oonld  tliey  be 
oollaoted  t  Oongresa  had,  it  is  trne,  anthorized 
expenditures  by  the  States  in  the  erection  of 
fortifloations ;  bnt  this  veir  act  was  a  tacit  oon- 
fea^on  of  the  impractioability  of  getting  the 
money  int«  the  pnolio  Treasury.  As  to  a  set- 
tlement with  North  Carolina,  it  was  involved 
In  great  difficulty.  In  the  act  of  oes^on  of  lands 
by  that  State  to  the  United  States,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  territory  ceded  shonld  be  pledged 
to  p^  a  proportional  share  of  the  balance  dne 
the  United  States.  How  oonld  that  share  be 
estimated  f 

Mr.  JL  r^retted  that  this  subject  had  been 
bronght  up.  He  should  not  himself  have  been 
for  bringing  it  np,  for  he  thought  the  claims  of 
the  United  States  not  worth  a  rush.  The  truth 
was,  the  States  bad  all  exerted  themselves  in 
one  great  and  common  cause ;  thej  had  dona 
Qi«r  beet ;  they  had  acted  with  great  gl 
As  to  the  State  which  he  represent^,  he  w 
ask  if  the  first  blood  that  had  been  spilled  after 
thsA  shed  at  Boston  was  not  in  Korth  Carolinat 
and  that  was  the  blood  of  brother  against  bro- 
ther. He  desired  not,  however,  to  make  com- 
parisons, which  were  always  unpleasant,  but 
to  show  that  North  Carolina  had  no  reaaou  to 
■hrink  ^m  an  inquirr  which  would  demon- 
strate that  ^e  had  folly  contributed  her  share 
in  the  common  canse,  without  meaning  to  assert 
that  she  had  done  more  than  other  States,  let^ 
then.  Congress  decide  at  once,  and  abandon  the 
olums  altogether,  or  devise  some  plan  for  col- 
lecting Hitaa,  that  we  may  know  how  we 
■tand. 

Hr.  Da.!!!,  said,  I  hope  the  amendment  wHl 
not  be  agreed  to.  However  gentlemen  may  be 
possessed  of  a  wholesale  Inteliect,  that  enables 
them  to  deride  en  intmwting  qneations  without 
a  moment's  refieotion,  I  oonfeee  I  am  not  blessed 
with  BO  happy  an  intuition.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  have  ever  Men  called  upon  to  form  an  opin- 


ion on  this  Eutaect  As  to  a  reference  of  it  to  a 
committee,  I  tnink  their  investigation  may  tie 
nsefnl,  and  after  we  get  that,  we  may  take  time 
to  decide.  Bnt  now  the  plan  Is  changed,  and 
called  upon  to  decide  at  once  the  princi- 
ple. This  mode  of  transacting  buuneas  may  be 
called  an  economy  of  time.  Ton  may  give  it 
the  name,  but  it  is  not  the  snbstano&  For  my 
part,  I  desire  to  proceed  acoording  to  onr  old 
plan,  and  go  through  the  slow  p^  *  ' 


is  not  the  way  to  save  time,  but  to  Ic 

Ur.  BatilBd  iJrclared  himself  in  &Tor  of  the 
amendment,  and  ^le  could  not  think,  notwith- 
standing the  remarks  of  his  honorable  friend 
from  Oonneotiout,  that  any  gentleman  in  the 
House  was  unprepared  to  vote  upon  it  Tbe 
Bnb||eat  had  been  frequently  discnssed,  and  be 
believed  that  the  House  was  then  as  well  pre- 
pared for  a  decision  as  they  wonld  be  for  a  cen- 
tury to  come.     It  involved  but  a  single  princi- 


much  of  tbe  indifierenoe  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Ur.  Uacos.)  Qe  was  sore 
the  United  States  had  neither  the  right,  nor  th* 
power  to  recover  these  balances ;  and  fae  re- 


should  pay  them.  Win  gentlemen  recollect  that 
the  oommiaaion  was  institt-ted  under  tbe  old 
Confederation.  Had  Congress,  th«i,  a  right  to 
do  any  thing  to  bind  the  sovereignties  ot  tbe 
independent  States  t  All  they  oonld  do  was  u 
paes  resolnttona  making  requisitions,  which  the 
States  might  or  might  not  comply  with.  They 
oonld  appoint  Commis^oners  to  settle  the  ao- 
connte,  bnt  could  they  impose  the  debts  upon 
the  States  I  No,  they  ooula  not  It  therefore^ 
never  could  have  been  oontempUted  that  tbqr 
would  establish  those  debt&  The  only  effect 
that  oonld  have  been  contemplated,  waa,  that 
the  creditor  States  might  rely  that,  on  a  aettle- 
ment,  Congreas  would  assume  their  balanoee. 

On  the  qnestion  bdng  put,  the  ameodmeat 
was  lost — yeas  41,  nays  46. 

When  the  original  resolution  for  refiuting  ta 
a  select  committee  the  consideration  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  extinguishing  (he  belanees  was 
carried. 

Ordered,  ThatHr.THOiua,  Mr.Bj,TAm,lCr. 
Daha,  Vt.  Hnx,  and  Ur,  Butlkb,  be  appobited 
a  oommitte^  pursuant  to  the  aald  reatdntk^ 

And  the  Hoose  a^jonraed. 

Ttntsn^T,  Febmwry  1ft. 
fiUlieiary  Sfttem. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  tl>e 
Whole  on  the  Jndioiary  bill  from  tbe  Seoste.* 

*  A.  detMie  of  gtvM  Itngth  utd  w 
In  tha  Bohm  on  tUi  npe*llB(  bin  HI 
ud  puMd  tlMM  bf  1  B^JoiUy  of  oalj  oi 
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Mr.  Hnrmxeoir. — I  should  not  rise  to  offer 
my  opinion  on  the  great  question  before  the 
oommittee,  were  I  not  placed  in  «  sitnation  dif- 
ferent frpm  that  in  which  I  have  been  dnce  I 
bsTe  hod  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Hoase. 
The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
one  of  whose  repreeentstlTea  I  am  on  this  floor, 
have  seen  proper  to  instract  their  Senators  and 
to  recommend  to  their  Bepreseatatives  in  Con- 
gress, to  Doe  their  exertions  to  procure  a  repeal 
of  the  law  passed  the  lost  session  of  Congress, 
tar  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the 
'  Conrtfl  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bill  on 

Kur  table  has  for  its  object  the  repeal  of  this 
r,  and  as  I  shall  probably  vote  against  its 
passage,  a  decent  reopect  for  the  opinions  of 
tboee  who  have  fram^  and  sent  fbrward  those 
resolutions,  demaada  that  I  should  give  the  rea- 
sons which  inflnence  mf  eoodaat. 

The  people  of  America  have  obtained  and  es- 
tablished that  the  powers  of  Oovemment  shall 
be  vested  in  three  f^reat  deportments ;  the  Legis- 
lative, the  Ezeontive,  and  the  Judicial.  Thej 
have  eeld  tbu.  there  shall  be  a  Honse  of  Repre- 
■entatiTes,  the  members  of  which  shall  be  chosen 
hj  the  P^ple  of  the  several  States  every  second 
year,  Thooxh  this  Honse  is  composed  of  mem- 
bers choeen  by  the  people  immediately;  thongh 
they  can  have  no  other  interest  than  the  great 
community  fhmi  which  they  were  sentj  thongh 
they  mnst  return  to  the  oommon  mass  in  the 
abort  period  of  two  years ;  yet  enlightened 
Americft  did  notsee  proper  to  intrnst  the  pow- 
er of  making  laws  to  thia  body  alone ;  tbey 
knew  that  the  history  of  man,  and  tlie  experi- 
ence of  agea,  bore  testimony  against  the  safety 
t^  ocHumitting  this  high  power  to  any  one  As- 
eembly  not  cheeked  by  any  other  body.    They 


•Mmed  to  hav*  tUk«d  thsmaelTu  npon  It,  nr>t  beSin  ths 
HooM.  [whan  tht  iitae  vu  certain,)  bot  befora  tha  coun- 
ti7,  to  Iha  irbltmnont  DTwhlcli  tbc  grat  ippail  vu  miila. 
Aboia  tlilrtf  msmban  dellTBied  alibonla  tpeecliei,  of 
whieta  bnt  (null  pulg  »n  b<  gtveo  In  u  ibridgmeDt— tha 
hm  to  ba  rai^Uad,  u  tha  aU^le  of  euh  vu,  of  naMult;. 
nnch  Um  noie — bat  ntfad,  anllraiwd  ud.  anf^oed  b;  tha 
jianiliiT  tiUnt,  laHnlng  ud  ibUltj-  of  dUhrant  tptmktrt. 
Tbitr  Buiwa  wan-^fcr  tli«  npisl:  John  Baeon,  of  Mun- 
dniaatta;  Jihn  CloptoB,<if  TlislBla;  Thomu  T.  Divli,  of 
Kantwikr;  Joha  J>awKHi,sf  Tlr^alai  WllUwn  B.  Ollai,  of 
TirgInU;  Andraw  Oragg,  of  PanurlTuU;  HUhulal  Utr 
COB,  of  North  CuoUiu ;  Jafaa  UlUadga,  of  Gaorfla ;  Thorau 
Hnrth  ot  Haw  York  1  Joaaph  H.  KLcbolaoD,  DTUurluidi 
John  Kandolph,  oT  TlIglDli;  OaDenl  Sunnal  Bmlth,  of 
llarylud;  PhULp  £.  ThampKiii,  of  Vlrjtnla;  JunH  HdI- 
land  and  Eobart  WUUami,  of  Soith  CvoUoa.— Agalnat  thi 
npeal:  Janua  A.  Bajard,  ofDelawara;  Ifanaauh  Cottar,  of 
VaaMaliiuetti;  Samnol  W.  Dana,  of  Coanacllont: 
Dannl^  of  UarjlaDd ;  Thoniaa  Flstar,  of  IfarrLuid ;  William 
CiHtla,itfUaiaachaietta:  Calirln  Qoddard,  of  Connacllcnt ; 
Bofcr  Orlivolil,  <d  Conntctlcit ;  8eth  Haallnfa,  of  1 
BbiiaalU;  Joaepb  HamphlU,  of  PanurWula;  Archibald 
BaBdanoo,  of  North  Carolina;  Wllllain  H.  HtU,  of  North 
Candlaa;  BfOjamln  Hogar,  af  Booth  Carolina;  Thomaa 
Londai,  af  Booth  faroUna ;  John  Bntladge.  oT  Bouth  Car 
Ilia ;  John  Slanlar,  (/ North  OuoUu;  Banjamla  Tillmadgs, 
ISav  Totk. 


have  therefore  erected  another  branch  of  tha 
Legislature,  colled  the  Senate,  the  members  of 

which  are  not  to  be  elected  by  the  people  im- 
mediately, bnt  by  the  sovereignties  of  tlie  seve- 
ral States  ;  they  are  to  be  chosen  for  six  years^ 
and  not  for  two ;  and  the  qnalifications  Teqiti- 
mte  to  entitle  those  to  a  seat  is  different  from 
that  of  a  member  of  this  Honse.  To  these 
bodies  are  given  the  power  of  initiating  aQ 
laws;  but  after  a  bill  has  passed  both  of  these 
Houses,  before  it  becomes  of  binding  obligation 
on  the  nation,  it  mtist  be  approved  of  by  the 
Preeident ;  it  is  a  dead  letter  nntil  life  ia  given 
by  the  Execntive.  The  President  ia  elected 
not  by  the  people,  not  by  the  Le^slatnrea  of 
tl^e  Beverol  States,  not  by  either  House  of  Con- 
,  bnt  bv  Electors  chosen  by  the  pwple, 
I  to  hold  hia  office  during  four  years.  This 
is  the  second  great  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  will  be  easily  discovered  from  this 
cursory  view  of  onr  constitution,  the  caution 
and  Jealousy  with  which  the  people  have  con- 
ferred the  power  of  making  laws,  of  command- 
ing what  ia  right,  and  prohibiting  what  ia 
wrong.  But,  nr,  after  this  law  was  made,  after 
its  anthoritatJve  mandate  was  acknowledged  bv 
tbe  nation,  it  became  necessary  to  establi^ 
some  tribunal  to  Jndge  of  tbe  extent  and  obli* 
gation  of  this  law.  The  people  did  not  see  pro* 
per  to  intrust  tliis  powerof  judging  of  the  mean- 
ing of  their  laws,  either  to  the  Lcigislative  or  to 
the  Executive,  because  tbey  participated  in  the 
making  of  these  laws ',  and  experience  hod 
shown  that  it  is  essential  for  the  preservation 
of  liberty  that  the  Judicial  and  Lt^alative  ao- 
thoHtiea  should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct. 
They  therefore  enacted  a  third  department, 
called  the  Judicial,  and  said  that  "  the  Judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested 
m  one  Supreme  Conrt,  and  in  auch  inferior 
courts  as  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  or- 
d^n  and  eetablish.    The  Judges  both  of  the  So- 

Sreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold  tlielr  of- 
ces  during  good  behavior,  and  shall  at  stated 
times  receive  for  their  services  a  compensation 
which  ehol.  not  be  diminished  during  their  oon- 


It  is  admitted,  I  understand,  by  all  parties,  by 
every  description  of  persona,  that  these  words, 
"shidlhold  their  offices  during  good  behavior," 
are  intended  as  a  limitation  of  power.  The 
question  ia,  what  power  is  thna  to  be  limited 
and  eheckedt  I  answer,  that  all  and  every 
power  which  would  have  had  the  autboritr  ra 
impairing  the  tenure  by  which  the  Judges  nold 
their  offices,  fif  these  words  were  not  inserted,) 
is  checked  and  limited  by  these  words ;  whether 
that  power  should  be  found  to  reside  in  Con- 
gress, or  in  the  Executive.  These  words  are 
broad  and  extensive  in  their  signification,  and 
eon  only  be  satisfied  by  being  construed  to  con- 
trol the  Legislative  as  well  as  the  Executive 
power.  Hut  gentletnen  contend  that  they  must 
be  confined  to  Umiting  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent. I  ask  gentlemen,  what  ia  there  in  the 
constitution  to  prove  their  dgnification  to  tliii 
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end  alonef  When  von  erect  a  court  and  fill 
it  with  a  Jndge,  and  t^  him  in  plain,  simple 
langaage,  that  he  shall  hold  his  office  dnriog 
good  behavior,  or  as  long  as  he  aliall  behave 
well ;  what,  I  beseech  ^on,  sir.  will  any 
whose  mind  is  not  bewildered  in  the  mazi 
modern  metaphysics,  infer  from  the  declaration  ? 
OerCainlf  that  the  office  will  not  he  taken  from 
him  until  be  misbehaves ;  nor  that  he  will  be 
taken  fi-om  the  offioe  dnring  his  good  beha- 
vior. Voder  this  ioipression  he  enters  upon 
bis  dnty,  performing  it  with  the  most  peiibct 
BatisfnctioD  to  alt  persons  who  have  bnsioess 
before  him ;  and  the  Le^latare,  without  whis- 
pering a  complaint,  aboliehea  the  office  and 


yon  have  behaved  well,  althoogh  we  have  pro- 
mised that  as  long  as  yon  did  behave  well  yon 
ahonld  continne  in  office,  yet,  there  is  now  no 
farther  necessity  for  your  eervioee,  and  yon 
may  retire.  These  words,  "  daring  good  bdia- 
vior,"  are  intended  to  prevent  the  President 
from  dismissing  you  from  office,  and  not  the 
Legislature  from  destroying  your  office.  Bo 
you  snppose,  or,  that  there  is  a  man  of  common 
understanding  in  the  nation,  whose  mind  is  not 
alive  to  the  infloence  of  party  spirit,  that  would 
yield  bis  assent  to  this  reasoning!  I  hope  and 
believe  there  is  not  But,  sir,  how  is  it  proved 
that  the  President  wonld  have  had  the  power 
of  removing  the  judges  from  thdr  office,  if  these 
words,  "dming  good  behavior,"  bad  not  been 
inserted  in  the  constitution  t  Are  there  any 
words  in  that  instrument  which  give  the 
President  expressly  the  power  of  removing  any 
officer  at  pleasnre?    If  there  are,  T  call  npon 

Kntlemen  to  point  them  ont;  it  does  not  resolt 
im  the  fashionable  axiom,  that  the  power 
which  can  create  can  destn^.  Thrf  Preffldent 
can  nominate,  but  he  can  appoint  to^  office  only 
by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  There- 
fore, it  wonld  follow,  if  the  power  of  djspladng 
resnita  from  that  of  creating,  that  the  Senate 
ahonld  participate  in  displacdn?  as  well  as  creat- 
ing officers.  But  however  Uiis  may  be,  it  is 
cerbunly  a  mere  constmotivo  power  which  he 
has  exercised,  because  the  Legislature  have, 
from  motives  of  expediency,  acknowledged  that 
he  had  it.  If  the  constitution  does  not  neces- 
sarily give  the  President  tile  right  of  removing 
officers  at  pleasnre,  and  if  that  rigbt  depend 
upon  Legislative  acts  or  construction  s,  where 
wonld  have  been  the  necessity  for  inserting 
these  emphatic  words  as  a  oheck  and  limitation 
of  Executive  power,  where  without  them  the 
Preudent  has  no  men  power  t  Ton  are  taking 
great  p^na  to  control  a  power  which  does  not 
exist.  The  persons  who  Iramed  our  constito- 
tion  knew  that  a  power  of  removal  in  ordinary 
oases  must  exist  somewhere.  They  took  care, 
therefore,  that  in  whatever  hands  it  might  fall, 
the  longuo^  of  the  constitution  ren>ecting  the 
tenore  of  the  office  of  a  judge  shonld  be  co-ex- 
tensive with  the  whole  power  of  removal,  whe- 
ther it  ehoold  reside  in  one  or  in  more  bands.     1 


I  Bnt  it  has  been  suid  that  the  povers  of  etth 
Congress  are  equal,  and  that  araWqnentlegb- 
I  latere  oan  repeal  the  acts  of  a  former ;  and  at 
this  law  was  passed  by  the  lost  Conjiren,  ve 
have  the  same  power  to  repeal  it  vbicb  th«j 
had  to  enact  it.  This  objection  is  more  plsra- 
ble  than  solid.  It  is  not  conteuded  bv  ns  thil 
legislatares  who  are  not  limited  m  their  powen 
have  not  the  same  anlbority.  The  qa«etion  ii 
not  what  omniptotent  Assemblies  can  do,  but 
what  w«  can  do  under  a  constitutinn  deGning 
and  limiting  with  accuracy  the  extent  sad 
boundaries  of  onr  aotbority.  The  very  KctioD 
in  the  constitution  (sec.  third,  art  fiisl)  wiiidi 
I  have  read,  is  a  proof  against  the  power  d 
every  Congress  (o  repeal  Uie  acts  of  thdr  pre- 
decessors. In  the  latter  part  of  the  eifchth  mx- 
tion  it  is  proposed  that  the  judges  sh^l  recdva 
for  their  services  a  compensation  which  shall 
not  be  diminished  doting  their  continuance  ici 
office  ;  and  yet  the  salary  was  ascertained  snd 
fixed  by  a  former  Congre^  The  same  otwr- 
vations  may  be  made  with  reapect  to  oomptn- 
eation  for  the  President,  which  can  neitber  1ie 
increased  nor  diminished  dnring  the  period  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected.  It  ii  uot 
competent  for  this  Congress  to  vary  the  oom- 
pensation  to  him  which  has  been  fixed  b;  i 
prior  Legislature.  It  is  clearly  seen,  upwi  i 
little  investigation,  that  the  position  which  gen- 
tlemen take  is  too  extensive,  and  leads  iaunc- 
diately  to  a  destruction  of  the  constitution.  It 
does  away  all  check,  and  makes  the  Le^iisUuiit 
onmipotent.  It  has  been  asked,  that  if  a  cof- 
nipt  and  unprincipled  Congres  should  mske  U 
army  of  judges,  have  not  a  subsequent  Coogrea 
the  right  of  repealing  the  law  estabiisbii^  ttua 
monstroua  judicial  system  f  I  answer  that  tb^ 
have  not ;  the  same  mode  of  reasoning  whia 
attempts  to  prove  this  right  fh>m  in  abuse  of 
power  will  also  prove  that  you  may  Usea  ll» 
compensation  of  yoar  Judges.  May  noteqwl 
oppression  be  imposed  upon  the  people  by  liv- 
ing yoor  judges  exorbitant  salaries  as  by  i<M'<*^ 
ing  their  numbers  f  May  not  the  same  eortapt 
and  unprincipled  motive  which  would  laid  iim<i 
to  the  raismgof  an  army  ofjadges  lead  them  to 
squander  the  public  money  t  And  may  Ihej 
not,  instead  of  giving  their  judges  twolbo* 
sand  dollars  a  year,  give  them  two  bnndrM 
thousand  t  And  yet,  sir,  if  it  were  to  tske 
place,  I  know  «f  no  authority  under  the  ccn«i- 
tntion  to  lessen  that  exorbitant  coropensstioa. 
The  Government  of  our  country  is  prodirateJ 
reasonable  confidence  in  those  who  »d- 
minister  our  pnblio  aflaira.  They  must  hsTt 
the  power  of  acting  for  the  public  welfare,  ioi 
this  would  never  have  been  given  them  if  iI" 
possible  abuse  of  this  power  were  a  suSciiint 
oson  for  withholding  it. 
Again,  sir,  the  construction  which  gentkni'D 
1  the  other  side  of  the  House  contend  for. 
tends  to  the  concentration  of  Legislativ«  and 
Execntive  powers  in  the  same  tiands.  If  C<>ii> 
grass,  who  have  the  power  (tf  making  bivs,na 
also  displace  t^eir  jn^gea  b7  repMling  thai 
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which  creat«e  the  offices  tliej  fill,  tbe  irresis- 
tible congeqaence  is,  that  wliatcver  law  is  passed 
the  jndges  moat  carry  into  execntion,  or  tjiey 
will  be  tamed  oat  of  ofQce.  It  ie  of  little  iiii- 
portsnce  to  tbe  people  of  this  couoUy  whathei 
CoDgreeB  sit  in  judgment  apon  their  laws  them- 
Mlvss,  or  whedier  thej  sit  in  judgment  upon 
those  who  are  appointed  for  that  purpose.  It 
amoonta  to  the  same  despotism ;  tbe  * 

)ndge  the  eit«nt  and  obligations  of  their  own 
Btatntes  by  having  tliose  in  their  power  who 
placed  on  the  sacred  seat  of  Justice.  Whatever 
the  Legislature  declares  to  be  law  must  b€ 
obeyed.  The  constitutional  check  whiah  the 
Judges  were  to  be  on  the  Legislature  is 
pletely  done  away.  Tiiey  may  pasa  ox  post 
Mcto  laws,  bills  of  att^der,  suspend  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpos  in  time  of  peace,  and  the  jndf^ 
who  dares  to  question  their  anthority  is  to  be 
hurled  from  his  seat  All  the  ramparts  which 
the  ooDstitution  has  erected  around  the  Uberties 
of  the  people,  are  prostrated  at  one  blow  by  the 
passage  ol  this  law.  The  monstroas  and  un- 
Deard  of  doctrine  which  has  been  lately  ad- 
vanced, that  the  jadgei  have  not  the  right  of 
declaring  unconstitntional  laws  void,  will  be  put 
into  practice  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure. 
New  offences  may  be  created  by  law.  Associa- 
tions and  combinations  may  be  declared  treason, 
and  the  afirighted  and  appalled  citizen  may  in 
vain  seek  refuge  in  the  independence  of  your 
courts.  In  vidn  may  he  hold  out  the  constitu- 
tion and  deny  the  anthority  of  Congress  to  pass 
s  law  of  snch  undefined  siguification,  and  call 
Opon  the  judges  to  protect  him;  he  will  be  told 
that  the  opinion  of  Congress  now  is,  that  we 
have  no  right  to  judge  of  their  anthority ;  this 
Tin  be  the  consequence  of  concentrating  Judi- 
cial and  Legislative  power  in  the  some  hands. 
It  is  the  very  definition  of  tyranny,  and  wher- 
ever yon  find  it,  the  people  are  slaves,  whether 
they  call  their  Oovemment  a  Monarchy,  Kepnb- 
lie,  or  Democracy. 

Ur.  Chairman,  1  see,  or  think  I  see,  in  this  at- 
tempt, that  spirit  of  innovation  which  has  pros- 
trated before  it  a  great  part  of  tbe  old  world — 
erery  institntion  which  the  wisdom  and  ex- 
perience of  ages  had  reared  up  for  the  benefit  of 
man.  A  spirit  which  has  rode  in  the  whirlwind 
and  directed  the  storm,  to  the  destruction  of  the 
birest  portion  of  Europe ;  which  has  swept  be- 
fore it  every  vestige  at  law,  reli^on,  morality, 
and  rational  government;  which  has  broagbt 
twenty  millions  of  people  at  the  feet  of  one,  and 
compelled  them  to  seek  reftige  from  their  com- 
plicated miseries  in  tbe  calm  of  despotism.  It 
IS  against  the  inflnenoe  of  this  tremeadous  ^irit 
that  I  wi^  to  raise  my  voice,  and  exert  my 
powers,  weak  and  feeble  as  they  are.  I  fear, 
rir,  on  the  seventh  of  December,  it  made  its 
appearance  within  these  walls,  clothed  in  a 
gigan^c  body,  impatient  for  action,  I  fear  it 
has  already  begun  to  exert  its  all-devouring  en- 
ergy. Have  yon  a  judiciary  system  extending 
over  this  immense  country,  matured  by  the 
wisdomof  your  ablest  and  beat  men  I    It  must 


be  destroyed.  Have  yon  taxes  which  have  been 
laid  since  the  corameneeiuedt  of  the  Govern- 
ment? And  is  the  irritation  consequent  upon 
tbe  Jayiug  of  taies  worn  off?  Are  ihey  paid 
exclusively  by  the  wealthy  and  the  luxurious 
port  of  the  community  ?  And  are  they  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt?  They  must 
be  abolished.  Have  you  a  Mint  establishment, 
which  is  not  only  essentially  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  country  against  the  influx  of  base  for- 
eign metals,  but  is  a  splendid  attribute  of  sover- 
eignly t  It  must  be  abolished.  Have  yon  laws 
which  require  foreigners  coming  to  your  country 
to  go  through  a  probationary  state,  by  which 
their  habits,  their  morals,  and  propensities  may 
be  known,  l>efore  they  are  admitted  to  all  the 
rights  of  native  Americans  ?  They  must  be  re- 
pealed, and  our  shores  crowded  with  the  out- 
casts of  sodety,  lest  oppressed  humanity  then 
should  find  no  ai^lom  on  thia  ^obe  I 

Thubsdat,  Febmar;  18. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  PnEsroDrr 
OF  TIM  DsmtD  States,  transmitting  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of  certain 
lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  militair  posts, 
on  which  it  might  he  expedient  for  tbe  Le(^a- 
tnre  to  make  some  provisions.  A  letter  was 
also  received  from  Uie  Governor  of  Indiana, 
on  the  same  subject.  Tbe  said  Message  and 
letter  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
table, 

Tk«  JudMary  BiU. 

The  Honse  ag^  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  certain 
acts  respecting  the  organization  of  tbe  Courts 
of  the  United  States  and  for  other  pnrposee." 

Mr.  Stablkt. — Mr.  Chwrman,  every  measnre 
which  is  brought  under  the  consideration  of  a  Le- 
gislature mnst  first  be,  tested  by  its  expediency. 
Unhappily,  in  the  present  instance,  another  ques- 
tion arises — its  constitutionality.  I  will  endeav- 
or, conrisely,  to  examine  the  subject  ou  both  those 
points.  And,  first,  as  to  tbe  eipedienoy  of  the 
measure.  In  order  to  form  a  correct  estimate  be- 
tween the  present  Jadiciarv  system  of  the  conrts 
of  the  United  States  and  that  for  which  it  was 
substituted,  it  is  proper  to  take  a  comparative 
"bw  of  both. 

Under  the  former  system,  there  were  rix 
jndgea  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit«d 
States,  who  held  two  sesdons  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  each  year,  at  the  seat  of  Government. 
Those  judges  also  held  in  each  Btate  a  circuit 
conrt,  two  terms  in  each  year,  in  which  tbe 
Judge  of  the  district  was  associated  with  the 
circuit  judge.  The  organization  of  the  district 
courts  having  jurisdiction,  principally,  of  mot- 
ten  affecting  the  revenue  and  admiratty  causes, 
not  being  connected  withthe  pree^it  qnestion, 
need  not  be  examined.  From  the  errors  of  this 
system  resulted,  first,  a  delay  of  justice.  Tbe 
juices  iMund  to  hold  courts  in  succession  at  re< 
mote  parts  of  the  continent,  were  continually 
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travelliDg;  ftxim  tlie  Tarietj  of  accidents  to 
which  travellen  are  snbjeoted  in  this  conntr;, 
from  the  coodition  of  rootU  and  overflowing  of 
rivoiB,  it  freqnentlj'  happened  that  the  Judges 
foiled  in  their  attempta  to  get  to  the  courts,  or 
•rrived  so  late  that  little  bnsincss  was  dooe. 
Suitors,  jorora,  and  witnesses,  were  subjected  ti 
the  trooble  and  expense  of  attending  conrti 
withont  the  accomplishment  of  their  bnsinoss , 
henoe  resulted  a  delay  of  justice.  In  the  State 
to  which  I  belong,  daring  the  few  years  ezist- 
«noa  of  tlie  fbrmer  ajstem,  tliis  was  the  case 


frequently. 

Another  t 


Another  great  evil  resulting  from  that  system 
was,  its  teudenoj  to  lessen  the  character  and  re- 
gpectahility  of  the  Federal  benoh.  Those  best 
acquainted  with  the  profession  of  the  law  will 
most  readily  admit,  that  even  a  life  of  patient 
stady  is  nneqoal  to  the  complete  attainment  of 

firiDoiplee  and  rules;  and  that  much  labor  and 
odiistrj  are  neceesary  to  preserve  that  which  is 
Eined.  Oonseqnently,  that  extent  of  legal 
owledge,  oorreotnass  of  judgment,  and  re- 
spectability of  character,  which  should  designate 
tiie  persona  qualified  for  tliis  important  trust 
were  seldom  to  be  found,  bat  in  men  far  ad- 
vanced in  years.  Men  possessing  these  qoalifi- 
oatioDS,  not  inared  to  l.iDor,  are  seldom  equal  to 
the  fatigue  of  their  duty;  or,  if  at  the  time  of 
appointment,  fast  approaching  to  the  inSrmities 
Of  age,  were  not  to  ho  expected  to  relinquish 
the  em'oymente  of  private  life  for  an  office, 
which,  however  honorable,  subjeotod  them  to 
the  fatigue  of  a  day  laborer.  The  office,  with 
ita  inoumbranoea,  was,  as  it  were,  ofifered  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  And  men  best  qualified  to  honor 
Ae  bench,  were  driven  from  it.  Tme  it  is, 
men  have  been  foand  eminenlly  nniting  virtne 
and  talents,  who  have  accepted  the  office  under 
all  its  distressing  circumstances,  but  we  owe 
thia  rather  to  their  patriotism  than  to  the  ad- 
TUitages  of  the  utnadon.  Let  it  ^so  be  re- 
membered that,  in  some  instances,  gentlemen 
who  would  have  adorned  the  seat  of  Jnstioe  of 
any  country,  were  compelled  to  relinquish  their 
aeata;  and  in  others,  refused  to  accept  the  ap- 
pointment. 

Another  error  of  that  tnrstem  was,  that  the 
indges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  ooartin  thi 
last  resort,  before  whom  the  errors  of  the  in- 
ferior circuit  courts  were  to  be  corrected,  were 
'  the  same  men  who  presided  in  those  oirouit 
oonrta.  With  great  deference  for  the  opinions  of 
gentlemen  who  prefer  that  system,  I  prononnce 
my  opinion,  that  its  errors  were  radical ;  that 
those  who  Justly  estimated  the  importance  to 
oar  interest  and  national  character,  of  a  speedy 
and  oorrect  administration  of  justice,  ought  to 
hare  deared  a  change.  The  present  system  has 
happily  obviated  Uiese  errors.  The  States  are 
divided  into  ^  oiroDils  ■  In  each  State  is  ap- 
pointed one  Jndge,  called  a  circuit  Judge;  the 
Judges  of  the  States,  composing  one  oirouit,  ride 
together  into  the  States  of  their  drcnit,  and  to- 
gether hold  the  court.  The  much  sinaUer  dis- 
tance which  those  Judges  luve  to  travel  than 


the  circuit  Judges,  nnder  the  former  ajslein, 
seonre  their  dne  attendance;  a  portion  of  thetr 
time  ia  left  them  to  study  and  refleetioQ,  ind  tbs 
same  persons  pre«ding  at  successive  terms,  t 
uniformity  of  deciuon  is  preserved.  The  lii  for- 
mer Judges  hold  the  Supreme  Uourt,  with  origi- 
nal oonstjtntional  Jurisdiction  in  matten  of  the 
ntmOHt  national  importanoe,  and  appellate  jmis- 
diotlon,  in  certain  cases,  where  the  som  in 
dispute  ia  two  thousand  dollars;  they  are  al» 
the  oonrt  in  which  the  errors  of  the  clrDDit 
conrt  are  examined  and  corrected.  * 

It  is  Directed  agtunst  the  act  propped  to  be 
repealed,  that  a  dangeroos  patronage  is  crested 
by  it  for  the  Preddent  I  shall  pan  over  whit 
I  oonwder  an  isconfflstenoy  in  this  olnection  con- 
ing from  gentlemen  who  profees  Uitt  impBdt 
confidence  ia  due  to  the  man  choam  by  the  {no 
pie,  who,  in  bis  appointments,  speaks  not  lis 
the  voioe  of  the  people  than  Uie  voice  of  Qod. 
and  examine  the  weight  of  the  oblectloo.  If 
this  apprehended  patronage  jneana  ttie  power  d 
appointing  the  Judiciary,  that  power  is  givsi 
by  the  constitution,  and  is  the  same,  whelbCT 
the  power  of  the  Jodioiary  be  vested  in  ^  or  in 
sixteen  J ndgesL  If  itfear  an  undue  control  ovw 
the  people  in  fkvor  of  the  Executive,  throng  tbs 
Judiciary,  make  the  judges  as  indep«ident  u 
we  contend  they  are  and  ou^ht  to  be,  and  iitej 
are  placed  beyond  the  necessity  of  deaoendin;  to 
the  practice  of  improper  means  to  preserve  £»■ 
outive  favor. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  it  is  neceaaary 
the  judges  should  ride  into  the  States  to  gtia  a 
knowledge  of  the  laws  by  which,  in  many  case^ 
they  are  to  decide.  Until  this  occadon  I  bivt 
never  beard  that  the  laws  of  a  oountiy  «>ald 
only  be  acquired  in  the  atmosphere  of  that 
country  where  they  are  in  foroe.  ITiae-tentht 
of  the  detusions  in  our  State  courts  and  Fed^ 
courts  turn  on  qnestiona  of  common  law ;  yet, 
has  it  ever  been  suggested  that  an  AmMricaiijiid^ 
was  incompetent  to  decide  on  oommoD  la* 
questions,  beoause  he  had  not  studied  in  Sag- 
land  t  No,  sir,  the  knowledge  in  both  cwt 
may  be  aoqnired  in  the  closet.  To  these  obsw 
vations  permit  me  to  add,  that  the  rernoa- 
etrances  from  the  bar  of  PhiUdelpbia,  oompoetd 
of  gentlemen  no  less  celebrated  for  the  r^>M- 
tability  of  their  private  than  of  their  professioul 
character,  who,  on  this  occa^on,  so  intereBtini 
to  the  welfare  of  their  coantrj,  have  sacrifioea 
their  political  prqjudices,  strongly  expressing 
their  decided  prrferenoe  of  the  present  system  10 
the  former,  is,  to  my  mind,  eonclnaive,  that  it 
ought  to  he  preferred.  I  am,  therefore,  "f  opin- 
ion, that  itia  inexpedient  to  pass  the  prueat  re- 
pealing bill ;  and  so  long  as  my  opinion  is  tap- 
ported  by  the  respectable  authority  1  have  jut 
alluded  to,  and  opposed  only  by  the  objeetioai 
which  1  have  noticed,  I  ahall  feel  satisfied  that 
opinion  ia  correct 

In  approaching  the  second  qoestion  whieh  I 
proposed  to  examine — the  couslitutionility  01 
the  measure — whether  I  reflect  on  the  mv 
nitade  of  the  queelioa  oa  the  one  hand,  or  my 


dbyGoO^le 


DEBATES  OF  GOKaBESS. 


1809.] 


[H.  or  B. 


iiubUitr  on  the  other,  I  am,  indeed,  humbled 
before  the  ondertakiDg. 

Without  eiMnining  whether  Governinent,  ao- 
oording  to  the  modern  opinion,  ehoald  be  found- 
ed on  the  raoson  and  sense  of  Justice  of  man, 
it  is  certiJa  oar  Gorerument  is  calculated  to 
niard  agninst  hia  wcatuieM  and  bis  wickedness. 
Our  Government  Las  been  porticolarlj  cantions 
on  thlaeubject;  it  has  left  nothing  to  Uie  hasard 
of  reason  or  wdm  of  Justice;  it  has  oareMl; 
delegated  powera  to  three  diet^ct  deportments, 
and  separated  theea  departments  b;  boundaries 
plainly  marked  and  formed,  each  so  as  not  to 
oonbi^l,  at  least  to  check,  the  other.  The  Legis- 
lative powers,  though  vested  in  men  ohosea 
frequently  and  by  the  people  themselvee  in  one 
braaoh,  end  bj  the  inin^ate  agents  of  the 
people  in  the  other,  are  nevertheless'  the  ot^Ject 
of  SDspicion  and  cantion.  Their  powers,  far 
from  resting  on  their  disoretLon  or  sense  of  ex- 
pediency, are  expressly  and  cantioaslj  limited. 
The  Executive  c^iditional  veto  forms  one  checlc 
on  the  Legislature ;  the  Jadtclary,  I  shall  con- 
tend, are  a  check  on  both.  Here,  permit  me  to 
say,  that  from  the  spirit  and  the  words  of  our 
oonstitation,  I  infer  that  the  Judiciary  are  a  co- 
ordinate department  with  the  Executive  and 
Legislative.  The  framers  of  onr  constitution, 
aadafied  that  the  powers  of  well-organized 
QovemiDenta  ought  to  bo  divided  into  three 
t»«oohes— Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial 
— h«ve  nowhere  expressly  declared  there  ahall 
be  snob  department,  bat,  after  premising  the 
objects  of  tne  Government,  proceed  to  ordmn 
how  the  L^ialature  shall  be  composed;  and 
article  two,  section  two,  declares,  "  The  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  he  shall  hold  his  office  dur- 
ing the  term  of  fonr  years,"  and  prescribes  the 
mode  of  election.  Article  three,  section  one. 
also  declares,  "The  Jndioial  power  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Oonrt  and 
in  BDcb  inferior  ooorts  as  the  Congress  may 
from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish,"  and  the 
tadaea  of  the  enpreme  and  inferior  coorts  shall 
nolo,  Ac,  dnring  good  behavior.  By  compar- 
ing Uieae  sections  of  the  constitntion,  it  appears 
the  Jndiciary  and  tlie  Executive  are  expres.^!/ 
created  by  the  oonstitution,  and  nothing  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  Oongrese,  as  to  the  existence 
of  theee  departments ;  they  are  created  by  the 
same  words ;  and  if  the  Legislature  clum  a 
tight  to  pnt  down  the  Jndiciary  at  pleasure,  be- 
fore the  happening  of  that  event  till  which  the 
eonstitation  secures  their  offices — their  misbe- 
havior— they  raay  as  well  assume  the  right  to 
remove  tite  President ,  before  the  happeniagof 
that  event  till  which  his  office  is  secured,  to  wit, 
the  expiration  of  fonr  years.  J  shall  attempt  to 
MtaUish  as  a  first  principle,  that  the  Judiciary 
are  a  cheek  «n  the  Legislatnre,  and  thence  to 
show  first,  that,  by  the  spirit  of  oorcoustitution, 
the  Jndiciary  ought  to  l>e  independent,  beyond 
the  control  or  infinenoe  of  either  of  the  other 
departments  of  power ;  and  secondly,  that,  by  the 
worde  of  the  oonstitntioD,  tbey  are  so  secured. 


First,  then,  that  the  Jndiciary  are  a  check  on 
the  I^egislatnre.  In  the  oonstitntinn,  we  find 
certain  powers  delegated  to  Oongrees ;  we  also 
find  they  are  prohibited  from  exercising  certain 
powers;  among  which  are,  they  sball  pass  no 
ex  pott  facto  law,  no  bill  of  attainder,  no  law 
respecting  religion,  Sco.  Should,  tmhapplly,  a 
Legislature  be  fonnd  who,  from  weakness  or 
wickedness,  or  the  union  of  both,  should  trans- 
gress the  bounds  prescribed,  wliat  is  the  security 
of  the  citiien?  After  all  the  experience  derived 
from  the  example  of  other  Governments,  after ' 
all  the  deliberation  and  wisdom  of  our  sages 
who  framed  the  constitution,  are  we  left,  in  tliis 
important  instance,  aa  under  the  despotism  of  a 
monarch,  to  seek  redress  throufch  the  throes  and 
convulsions  of  a  revolntion  t  No,  sir.  The  Ju- 
diciary are  our  security.  The  Legislature  may 
enact  penalties,  and  denounce  punishments 
against  those  who  do  not  yield  obedience  to 
their  unconstitutional  acts ;  their  penalties  can- 
not be  exacted,  nor  punishments  inflicted,  with- 
out the  judgment  of  a  conrt.  The  Judges 
ue  to  expound  the  law,  and  that  fHmdameutal, 
poramonnt  law,  the  constitution.  To  this  pur- 
pose they  are  sworn  to  support  the  constitution. 
While  the  Judiciary  firmly,  independently,  and 
uprightly,  discharge  their  duty  and  declare  the 
act  of  the  Legudature  contrary  to  the  constitn- 
tion, to  be  void,  the  Legislature  are  checked, 
and  the  citizen  shielded  from  oppression  and 
persecution.  But,  ask  gentiemen,  whence  do 
the  courts  derive  this  power,  and  the  honor- 
able gentieman-from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tqojcpson) 
saya,  we  are  contending  for  this  common  law 
doctrine,  that  the  courts  are  a  check  on  the  Le- 
gislature. If  I  misunderstood  the  gentleman,  I 
trust  he  will  correct  me.  Sir,  that  gentleman, 
I  am  willing  to  presume,  knows,  what  I  assure 
him  no  gentieman  with  whom  on  this  occasion 
I  act,  is  ignorant  of,  that  this  is  not  a  common 
law  doctrine;  that  in  England  their  courts  have 
no  check  on  the  Lenialatnre — their  Parliament 
are  emphatioally  styled  omnipotent,  and  if  they 
violate  the  few  natural  rights  that  remuu  to 
the  citizens,  they  have  no  remedy  but  in  a  re- 
sort to  revolutionary  principles;  it  was  the 
want  of  this  check  to  the  oppressions  of  their 
mlers,  which  has  produced  civil  wars,  and  driven 
one  monarch  from  his  kingdom,  and  sent  an- 
other to  the  scaffold.  This  power  exists  in  no 
other  Government,  beoanse  nnder  no  other 
Government  doea  there  exist  a  Legislature  with 
limited  powers ;  under  onr  Government  it  is 
the  very  essence,  the  constitution  of  a  court, 
the  oam  emoined  on  them  to  support  the  con- 
stitution. The  exercise  and  the  admission  of 
this  right  are  not  new  in  America;  instances 
must  be  in  the  recollection  of  every  geutlomon. 
I  will  cite  a  few  most  prominent :  The  honorable 
member  (Ur,  Tbompsok)  has  been  pleased  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  exam- 
ples drawn  from  his  State;  I  beg  leave  to  profit 
from  the  same  sonroe.  In  1TB7,  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  passed  an  act  making  new  arraM^ 
mentA  in  the  jurisdiotion  of  the  oonrla.    ^Die 
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Judges,  amoDg  nhoin  waS  that  Tenerable  gentle- 
man wontiuncd  bj  tbe  member  irom  that  State, 
whoao  merits  and  worth  commind  the  sincere 
houia(;e  of  mj  respects,  protested  BgaiLst  this 
act,aad refused  to  carry  it  into  effect;  theLe^ 
latiire  acquiesced,  and  the  law  wdb  repealed. 

Upon  the  imposition  of  the  carriage  tax  by 
Congress,  a  citizen  of  Virginia  refused  to  pay  the 
tax,  on  the  ^'rotind  tliat  it  was  unconstitntionally 
laid.  He  was  sued  for  tbo  penally  in  the  oircQit 
eonrt  of  that  Btate,  from  whence,  by  writ  of 
error,  the  »iait  came  before  the  Bnpreme  Ooart; 
in  this  case  the  defendant  relied  solely  on  the 
onconstitntionnlity  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
on  this  ground  was  defended  by  the  attorney 
general  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  attor- 
ney general  of  the  State  of  Fennajlvania.  At 
this  Um^,  then,  it  appears  that  these  learned 
gentlemen,  the  Judges,  and  t&e  citizens,  thought 
the  court  competent  to  relievq  in  ?««  the  law 
was  judged  to  be  aneonstitntional.  In  17B3, 
Oongress  passed  an  act  imposing  certain  dntios 
respecting  invalid  pensioners,  upon  the  judges  of 
the  circuit  court.  The  judges,  at  the  nrst  court 
After  this  act,  protested  against  it ;  their  protests 
wore  transmitted  to  the  Prewdent  of  the  United 
States — that  President,  who  had  presided  in  tlie 
General  Convention  which  framed  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  and,  therefore,  as  likely  to  understand  the 
powers  of  Congress  on  the  Jndioiarj  as  any  other 
man,  so  far  sanctioned  their  opinions  as  to  trans- 
mit them  to  the  next  Congrws,  where  the  act 
■was  reconsidered  and  repined.  I  beg  learo, 
also,  to  allude  to  the  authority  before  mentioned 
by  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ezmp- 
mLL,)  which  I  should  think  of  some  weight 
here.  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman,  venera- 
ble for  his  age,  respectable  for  legal  knowledge, 
and  distingnished  for  what,  in  the  fashionable 
language  of  the  day,  are  termed  repnblican 
principles.  I  mean  the  ExeonliTe  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania;  thatgentleman,iu&ssigningtotheLegi»- 
latnre  of  his  State  his  reasons  for  not  approving 
an  act  they  had  laid  before  him,  after  ezpresdng 
his  doubts  of  the  constitntionali^  of  the  act, 
declares,  "he  cannot,  Irom  a  confidence  in  the 
legal  knowledge.  Integrity,  and  fortitude  of  his 
former  brethren  in  the  Supreme  Conrt,  risk  his 
character  In  a  Judicial  decision  on  tliia  qnestion, 
when  he  does  not  see  any  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived to  his  cotmtry  from  a  posaibQitj  of  sno- 
C8SS."  If  any  words  can  make  more  pldn  the 
<n>inion  here  conveyed,  it  ia  that  he  considers 
the  judges  have  the  power  and  will  exercise  it, 
to  declare  th^  act  nnconstittitionaL 

To  my  mind,  these  oonaderationa  are  satia&o- 
tory,  that,  from  the  very  constitution  of  our 
oonrts,  from  tht  practice  and  admission  of  our 
State  courts  and  State  Legielaturee,  and  Federal 
oourta,  and  Federal  Legislatnre,  that  the  judges 
<rf  the  United  States,  sitting  in  court,  have  the 
power,  and  by  oath  are  bound  to  pronounce, 
that,  an  act  contrary  to  the  constitntion,  is 
void.  From  the  eetaolishment  of  this  propoci- 
tion,  that  the  judges  are  the  exponnders  oT  the 
oonstitntion,  and  the  laws  made  under  it,  md 
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that  they  are  thereby  a  check  on  the  legislature, 
I  shall  infer  that,  by  the  spirit  of  our  constitn- 
tiuii,  they  ought  to  be  independent  of  the  other 
branches  of  Government,  but  patticularli-  go  at 
the  L^slature.  Theconcentrating.thebnmcba 
of  power  either  Executive  and  Legislative,  or 
Legislative  and  Judiciary,  in  the  some  hvidEi,  is 
the  very  essence  of  tyranny;  in  proportion  u 
we  advance  towards  the  onion  of  those  powtn, 
in  the  same  proportion  do  we  recede  from 
liberty.  Are  these  departments  separate,  no- 
connected — if  the  Legislature  by  any  means 
procure  their  will  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  i»  substituted  for  or  to  overralejudidii  iodj- 
ment  t  Whether  the  Legislature  expound  ind 
Biljudge  thdr  aota  themselves,  or  suDnitthem 
to  the  exposition  and  judgment  of  a  judiciur 
subservient  to  them,  is  essentially  the  same.  U 
the  Legislature  exerdse  the  power  of  rcuova] 
from  office  by  the  direct  means  of  a  vol*  otttr 
moval,  or  by  the  indirect  means,  the  l^ialalive 
legerdemun  of  a  repealing  act,  is  preaiwlf  llie 
same  thing,  the  judges  are  do  longer  '  ' 
dent,  but  dependent  on  the  Ijegislatur 
offices,  and  sobject  to  thdr  control;  a  o 
quence  entirely  repugnant  to  the  spirit  ot  onr 
constitution.  I  shall  attempt  to  show,  that  (y 
the  words  of  our  constitution,  the  judge*  m 
placed  beyond  Legislative  oontroL  Articiethiee, 
section  one:  "The  judges,  both  of  the  rapreow 
and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  tuues, 
receive  for  their  servioes  a'  compensation  vbidi 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  oontinunoe 
in  office."  Until  the  contemplation  of  tb* 
present  measure,  I  incline  to  believe,  it  nerer 
entered  the  mind  of  any  man  acquainted  with 
this  clause  of  the  constitntion,  that  judges  AaaU 
be  removed  otherwise  than  by  imeeaehmeutlijr 
misdemeanor.  The  advooatca  fbr  this  Lcgisiidcs 
power  contend  that  the  teoore  of  "  good  bebt- 
vior"  in  this  article  of  theoonstitntioD  isinten&d 
to  restrict  Executive  and  not  Legislative  po«ff> 
It  does  not  appear  probable  that  an  apnm  re- 
striction ahonJd  be  introdnoed  og^nst  a  ponr 
which  ia  nowhere  eipressly  granted ;  for  gat- 
tlemen  know  that  the  Exeentive  power  <i  n- 
moval  from  office  is  a  power  aimitM  frm 
oonstruDtion,  and  not  founded  on  any  thing 
drawn  from  the  constitntion.  I  say  this  rather, 
because,  by  the  constitution,  the  aid  of  the  See- 
ate  is  neoesBary  to  appoint,  and  a  /*Ttipri 
should  be  neoesEary  to  remove.  It  is  importtnt 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  intention  c^thefriflt- 
ere  of  the  constitution  in  Introdoeing  the  vatit 
"good  behavior."  The  most  correct  sonmii 
onr  power  frcm  which  tliis  aid  may  be  Aairei, 
is  the  wridoga  and  opituona  at  that  day  of  them 
who  aided  in  the  great  work.  Amtmg  thaw 
publications  which  were  writteD  for  the  parpem 
of  explaining  and  recommending  this  o     ''^ 


tion,  the  moat  celebrated  are  those  pieMS  ortv 
the  signature  of  "Publius,"  written  by  1>*F*<> 
of  gentiemen  of  leading  infinence  in  the  Coo- 


vention,  and  whose  talents  and  patriotism  u 
adll  honored  by  tha  nation.   In  that  part  of  ttil 


dbyGoO^le 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


TamiMT,  1802.]  Judidor^ 

work  which  treats  of  tbe  tenUTe  of  the  office  of 
jadge  daring  "good  behavior,"  I  find  this 
ttrong  expression: 

"  The  standard  of  good  bebaTloc  for  tLe  cootiimaiiM 
in  office  of  the  jodicikl  magistracj  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  tkIo  able  of  the  modem  improrementii  in  the 
[nirtiee  of  ODTemment    Id  a  monarchy,  it  i(  an  ex- 


emcbmenta  and  oppreuioni  of  the  reprenntatiTe 
body." 

This,  nir,  to  my  miad,  is  oonclnsive,  thnt  the 
eoDventioa  intended  this  tenare  6s  a  restriction 
DO  less  on  Legislative  than  on  Executive  power, 
ind  that,  in  this  sense  of  the  phrase,  the  people 
of  Americn  received  this  part  of  the  consti- 
tntion.  In  ascertaining  the  import  of  the 
words  "  during  good  behavior,"  it  is  certainly 
important  to  inquire  the  end  to  which  they  have 
been  nsed  in  other  Bimilar  casea.  My  colleagne 
Q[r.  Hbbsebsoii)  has,  with  mnch  ahler  talents, 
ehown  that,  in  most  of  the  State  constitntions, 
which  existed  before  onr  Federal  constitution, 
these  words  are  nsed  to  fix  the  tenure  of  offices 
where  the  Ezecntive  have  neither  express  nor 
constructive  power  6f  removal ;  consequeDtly, 
thej  are  in  those  constitntions  restrictive  of  the 
L^slative  power,  I^  then,  the  {Earners  of  oar 
oonstjtntion  borrowed  this  tenure  from  these 
State  constitndoD^  it  Is  &ir  and  reasonable  to 
ooncluda  thej  used  them  in  the  sense  in  which 
they  were  previously  received.  Bnt,  says  my 
colleagne  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  fMr. 
RoBEBT  'Wn.uiKe,)  the  judges  in  England 
hold  their  offices  hy  the  tenure  of  "  good  beha- 
vior," and  vet  are  remorsble  on  an  address 
from  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  he  infers 
that  the  terms  may  have  been  taken  from  Eng- 
land. To  this  I  will  first  observe,  that  no  fdr 
argoment  can  be  drawn  from  the  existence  of 
this  LegiBlative  power  there,  for  the  exercise 
here.  The  mode  of  appointment  there  may 
render  ench  control  over  the  Execative  neces- 
saiy,  which,  from  the  provisions  of  onr  consti- 
totion,  are  not  wanted  here.  In  England,  the 
King  has  the  sole  power  of  appointment— the 
people  hare  no  previons  check.  In  this  oonn- 
trf ,  the  Execntive  appointment  is  checked  by 
the  reqniMte  sanction  of  the  Senate.  Bat  is 
this  L^iislaUve  power  in  Qreat  Britain  nsnrped 
by  oonatmotiont  No,  if  the  gentleman  will 
read  a^nin  the  statute  of  13  William  UI.,  he 
wUl  find  that  this  power  of  removal  is  expressly 
granted  by  the  Grown  to  Parliament  If,  then, 
one  convention  had  this  statute  before  them,  in 
adopting  that  part  which  relates  to  the  tenure 
of  office,  and  omitting  that  part  which  gives 
the  power  of  removal,  it  is  not  to  be  preenmed 
they  intended  bo  important  a  power  snonld  de- 
pend on  ooi»tniotion.  The  same  gentleman 
(Mr.  BoBZBT  Wiliumb)  also  contended  tliat  it 
coidd  sot  be  preenmed  the  convention  intended 
lo  restrict  the  power  of  the  Bepresentatives  of 
tbe  people,  th«  Mends  of  the  people.  What 
will  the  gHitleman  say  of  the  correctness  of  his 
Ofrinion,  when  I  ronhid  him  that  oor  powers 


are  oil  expressly  restricted ;  that  the  snine  ariicla 
which  fixes  the  tenure  of  "good  behavior," 
expressly  and  undoubtedly  guards  against  the 
power  of  the  Reprewntatives  of  the  people,  the 
friends  of  the  people,  by  8ccurii)g  the  salaries 
of  tbe  judges  nudiwinisted  daring  their  con- 
Mr.  Giles  said  thnt  lie  felt  some  degree  of 
apprehension,  that,  in  the  conrso  he  deemed  it 
necessary  to  take  in  the  disnnssion  of  this  ques- 
tion, some  observations  might  fall  from  him 
which  might  not  ho  in  strict  harmony  with  the 
feelings  of  some  sentlemen  of  tbe  committee. 
He  should  regret,  however,  if  a  compliance  with 
a  sense  of  dutyshonld  produce  that  effect.  Ho 
said,  therefore,  that  h«  wished  to  apprise  gentle- 
men that  he  intended  to  direct  his  observations 
as  mnch  as  possible  to  the  efiects  and  tendencies 
of  measures ;  and  that  when  he  was  constrained 
to  speak  of  die  views  of  gentlemen,  it  would  be 
with  respect  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  their 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  general  interests,  and 
not  to  private  gratifications.  He  said  it  was 
natoral  that  men  shonld  differ  in  the  choice  of 
mcane  to  produce  a  given  end,  and  more  natural 
that  they  shonld  differ  in  the  choice  of  political 
means  than  any  other;  becanse  the  subject 
presented  more  complicated  and  variable  ob- 
jects, out  of  which  to  make  a  choice.  Accord- 
mgly,  a  great  portion  of  the  hnman  mind  has 
been  at  all  times  directed  towards  monarchy, 
as  the  best  form  of  government  to  enfbrce 
obedience  and  ensnre  the  general  happiness: 
whereas  another  portion  of  tbe  human  mind 
has  ^ven  a  preference  to  the  republican  form, 
as  l^  calculated  to  produce  the  same  end; 
and  there  is  no  reason  for  applying  improper 
motives  to  individuals  who  shonld  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  either  of  the  principles,  provided  In 
doing  so  they  follow  the  honest  dictates  of  their 
ovm  Judgments.  It  must  be  obvious  to  the 
most  common  observer,  that,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Govenmient  of  the  United 
States,  and  perhaps  before  it,  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed  among  the  citizens,  having 
more  or  lees  reference  to  these  two  extreme 
fundamental  points,  and  that  it  manifested  itself 
in  the  modification  or  administration  of  tb« 
Government  as  soon  as  it  was  put  in  operation. 
On  one  side,  it  was  contended,  that  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  constitntion  a  due  apportion- 
ment of  authority  had  not  been  mndo  among 
the  several  departments ;  that  the  Legialatnre 
was  toopowerffilforthe  Executive  Department; 
and  to  create  and  preserve  a  proper  eqnipoise, 
it  was  neceasary  to  infuse  into  the  Execntivie 
Department,  hy  legislation,  all  artificial  powers 
compatible  with  the  conatitntion,  upon  which 
the  moat  diffusive  construction  was  given ;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  place  in  Executive  hands  all 
the  patronage  it  was  possible  to  create,  for  the 
porpose  of  protecting  the  Freddent  against  the 
fiill  force  of  his  conatitntional  responsibility  to 
Uie  people.  On  the  other  side,  it  was  contended, 
that  the  doctrine  of  patronage  was  renognant 
:  to  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people;  that 
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It  was  mmeaeeaary,  expensive,  imd  oppressive, 
and  that  the  higbeat  energy  the  Government 
oonld  possesH,  woDld  &nw  from  the  confidence  of 
the  mass  of  the  people,  founded  upon  their  own 
sense  of  their  common  interests.  Hence,  what 
ia  called  party  in  the  United  States,  grew  np 
ftom  a  divifflon  of  opinion  reapecting  ticse  two 
great  characteristic  principles.  Patronage,  or 
the  creation  of  partial  interest  for  the  protec- 
tion and  sapport  of  Oovernment,  on  the  one 
dde :  on  the  other  aide,  to  e&eet  tlie  same  end, 
a  fair  responsibility  of  ^  representatives  to  the 
people ;  an  adherence  to  the  general  interests, 
and  a  reliance  on  the  confidence  of  the  people 
at  large,  resnlting  from  a  sense  of  their  common 
Interests.  A  Tariet;  of  oircnniBtaiices  existed 
In  the  United  States  at  tlie  commencement  of 
the  Government,  and  a  great  number  of  favor- 
able incidents  ooctinned  afterwards  to  arise, 
which  gave  the  patronage  system  the  prepon- 
derancj,  dnring  the  first  three  Presidential 
terms  of  election ;  notwithstanding  it  was 
evident,  that  the  system  was  adopted  and  por- 
seed  in  direct  hostility  to  the  feelings  and  opin- 
ions of  a  great  portion  of  the  American  people. 
The  Government  was  nsbered  into  operation 
under  a  vast  excitement  of  federal  fervor,  flow- 
ing from  its  recent  trinmph  on  the  ^nestion  of 
adopting  the  oonstitation.  At  that  time  a  oon- 
eiderable  debt  was  afloat  in  the  United  States, 
which  had  grown  ont  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  This  debt  was  of  two  kinds :  the  debt 
proper  of  the  United  States,  or  engageraenta 
made  by  the  United  States  in  their  federal 
capacity ;  the  other  the  State  debts  or  engage- 
ments entered  into  b;  the  respective  States  for 
the  support  of  the  common  cause. 

The  favorers  of  the  patronage  system  readily 
availed  themselves  of  these  materials  for  erect- 
hig  a  moneyed  interest ;  gave  to  it  a  stability, 
or  qualified  perpetnity.  and  calculated  upon  its 
oertdn  snpport  in  all  their  measures  of  Irre- 
sponsibility. 

This  was  done  not  only  by  fnnding  the  debt 
proper  of  the  United  States,  but  by  aasoming 
tiie  payment  of  the  State  debts,  and  fnnding 
them  also;  and  it  is  believed,  extending  the  as- 
sumption beyond  the  actual  engagements  of  the 
States.  Hence  the  Federal  axiom,  that  a  pnblio 
debt  is  a  public  blessing.  Shortly  after  this 
event,  an  Indian  war  sprang  np — he  wonld  not 
Bay  by  what  means — in  consequence  of  which 
an  army  was  added  to  the  list  of  patronage. 
The  Algerinea  commenced  a  predatory  war 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stat^  and 
thence  a  navy  formed  a  new  item  of  patronage. 
Taxes  became  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  this  system^  and  an  arrangement  of  internal 
taxes,  an  excise,  &&,  still  swelled  the  list  of 
patronage.  Bnt  the  circumstance  which  most 
&vored  this  system  was,  the  brewing  ont  of  & 
tremendons  and  unprecedented  war  in  those 
countries  of  Europe  with  which  the  United 
States  had  the  most  intimate  relations.  The 
feelings  and  sympathies  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  so  strong  attracted  by  the 


tremendous  scenes  existing  there,  that  the;  con- 
sidered their  own  internal  concemiin  aeecood- 
ory  point  of  view.  After  a  variable  conduct 
had  been  pnrsned  by  the  United  States  iu  rela- 
tion to  these  events,  the  depredations  commitied 
apon  commerce,  and  the  excitements  produced 
thereby,  enabled  the  Administration  to  indolgs 
themaeives  in  a  more  decisive  coorse,  snd  tfaey 
at  once  pushed  forward  the  people  to  the  X,  Y, 
Z,  of  their  political  alphabet,  before  they  bad 
well  learned  and  understood  the  A,  B,  0,  (rf 
the  principles  of  the  Administration. 

Annies  and  navies  were  raised,  and  a  variety 
of  other  schemes  of  expense  were  adopleii 
which  placed  the  Administration  in  the  embar- 
rassing predicament,  dther  to  violate  their  &ith 
with  tiieir  pnblio  creditors,  or  to  resort  to  new 
taxes.  The  latter  alternative  was  preferred, 
accompanied  with  other  sbong  ooerdve  uies- 
sares  to  enforce  obedience.  A  land  tax  was  laid 
for  two  millions  of  dollars.  This  measure  awa- 
kened the  people  to  a  scum  of  their  sitnation; 
and  shook  t«  the  foundation  ftll  those  federal 
ramparts  which  had  been  planned  with  so  mndi 
ingenuity,  and  erected  aroimd  the  Eiecntive 
with  so  much  expense  and  labor.  Another  at- 
oumstance  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  advocates 
of  Executive  patronage  was,  that  daring  Cha 
two  first  Presidential  terms,  tlie  Chief  Execn- 
tive  Ma^trate  possessed  a  greater  degree  of 
popularity  and  the  confidence  of  the  people  Chu 
ever  was,  or  perhaps  will  ever  he  again  silach- 
ed  to  the  person  occupying  that  dignified  sta- 
tion. The  general  disquietude  which  maoifot- 
ed  itself  in  consequence  of  these  enterpriung 
measures,  in  the  year  1800,  induced  the  Federu 
party  to  apprehend  that  they  had  pushed  that 
principles  top  far,  and  they  began  to  enlertvn 
doubts  of  the  result  of  the  Presidential  electioD, 
which  was  approaohing.  In  thisststeofthiagi, 
it  was  natural  for  them  to  look  out  fur  some 
department  of  the  Oovernment  in  which  they 
could  intrench  Uiemselves  in  the  event  of  sa 
nnsDocessful  issue  in  the  election,  and  coulinoe 
to  support  tbose  favorite  prinoiples  of  iire^ion- 
^bility  which  they  conld  never  consent  to 
abandon. 

The  Judiciary  Departmrat,  of  oouna,  prceeot- 
ed  itself  as  best  fitted  for  their  ol^eet,  not  ooly 
becanse  it  was  already  filled  with  men  who  had 
manifested  the  most  indecorous  zeal  in  tisvec  d 
their  principles,  hot  because  thej  held  their 
offices  by  indefinite  tenures,  and  of  ooune  wen 
further  removed  from  an;  reeponsil^ility  to  the 
people,  than  either  of  the  other  departmenb. 
Accordingly,  on  the  11th  of  Manh,  ISOO,  a  bill 
for  the  more  convenient  ot^nization  of  tb« 
courts  of  the  United  States,  was  preMoted  to 
the  House  of  Representatjvea.  Tliis  bill  sppean 
to  have  had  fgr  its  objects,  first  the  gradnal 
demolition  of  the  Stale  courts,  by  incieaaiig 
the  number  and  extending  the  Jurisdiottoa  oi 
the  Federal  conrts.  Seoon^  to  afford  idditkHul 
protection  to  the  principles  ot  the  then  eiiitiitt 
Administration  by  creating  a  new  oon»  ol 
judges  of  oononrring  pc^tMsI  if^aiom.    "^i^ 
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bill,  boweTer,  wu  not  passed  into  a  law  daring 
that  session  a!  CongresB,  perhaps  iroro  an  ap- 
prehendon  that  it  wunld  tend  to  mcr«as«  the 
aisqnienides  which  other  meaaores  had  befure 
csctted,  sod  therefore  operate  onfarorab)/  to 
the  i^tpTMehing  Premdential  election.  At  tbe 
next  aesuoD,  after  the  reenlt  of  the  l&te  election 
s  ascertaiDe<l,  the  bill,  after  having  under- 


it  is  now  arid,  Is  inviolable  and  irrepealable.  It 
la  said,  the  independence  of  the  jndge  will  be 
thereby  iininolaled.  Tee,  sir,  this  law  ia  now 
eon^dered  as  the  sanctnary  of  the  principles  of 
the  last  Adminiatration,  and  the  tenores  of  the 
Judges  as  the  boms  of  inviokbilitj  within  that 
■anctnAry.  He  said,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
nlly  round  the  constitation  aa  the  ark  of  onr 
political  aafetj.  Gentlenien,  diacarding  all  gene- 
rtliuDg  en>resBioDB,  and  the  spirit  of  the  inatra- 
ment,  tie  down  all  constraction  to  tbe  strict  let- 
ter of  the  conatitntiun.  He  said,  it  gave  him 
great  pleasore  to  meet  gentlemen  on  this  gronnd, 
and  the  more  ao,  becaoae  he  bad  long  been  in 
the  habit  of  hearing  -v4ry  different  langoage 
from  the  same  genllemen.  He  had  long  been 
in  the  habit  of  hearing  tbe  same  gentlemen 
speolc  of  the  ezpremions  of  "  the  common  de- 
fence and  the  general  welfare."  as  the  only 
valnable  part  of  the  oonatitation ;  that  they 
were  Bnmdent  to  obliterate  all  speoificationa 
and  limitatioiu  of  power.  That  the  oonstitn- 
tion  was  a  mere  noae  of  wax,  yielding  to  every 
impression  it  received.  That  every  "  opening 
wedge  "  which  was  driven  into  it,  was  highly 
bonefiual  in  severing  asandet  the  limitations 
and  restriotiona  of  power.  That  the  repnbli- 
canism  it  lecnred,  meant  any  thing  or  nothing.  It 
gave  him,  therefore,  great  pleasure  at  this  time 
to  obey  the  injanctions  of  gentlemen  in  rallying 
Tonnd  tbe  oonatitntion  as  the  ark  of  our  political 
safety,  and  of  interpreting  it  In  by  iito  pluu 
and  obTJons  meaning  and  letter  of  the  specified 
powera.  But,  he  nid,  as  if  it  was  always  the 
njifbrtanate  destiny  of  these  gentlemen  to  be 
npon  extremes,  they  liave  now  got  roand  to  the 
oppodle  extreme  point  of  the  political  compass, 
ana  even  beyond  iL  For,  he  said,  they  not 
only  tie  down  all  oonatmction  to  the  tetter  of 
the  instrument,  bnt  they  tell  na  that  they  tee, 
and  call  upon  ns  also  to  see  written  therein,  in 
larg«  capital  oharaotera,  "  the  independeooe  of 
jndgee ;"  which,  to  the  eftent  they  carry  the 
r~""'"B  ot  the  term,  is  neither  to  be  fonnd  in 
the  letter  ta  ndrit  of  that  instnmtent,  or  in  any 
other  politioal  eetabUshment,  be  bdieved,  andw 
the  ami.  Ur.  Q.  eaii  he  rq)oioed  that  this  sab- 
ject  WIS  itow  to  be  ^soaased;  ha  thought  ttie 
orieis  pecnliorlj  anqMona  for  the  disouarioD. 
He  said  the  European  world,  with  which  the 
United  Statea  hsVe  the  most  relations,  ia  now 
tranquillized.  The  tremendons  scenes  of  blood 
and  revolntion  which  had  agitated  that  portion 
of  the  globe,  bad  at  length  subsided  into  pro- 
finmd  peace ;  and  had  left  mankind  in  niait 
amaiefflent,  to  retroapeot  tbe  woDderfOl  events 


which  were  pa.<aed ;  and  ho  hoped,  with  calm 
deliberation,  to  improve  the  lessons  they  had 
ftrnishcd  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  in  time  to 
come.  Tlio  interests  and  sympathies,  which 
the  people  of  the  United  States  felt  in  these 
events,  no  longer  turn  their  attention  from  their 
internal  concerns;  argimients  of  the  highest 
oonsideration  for  the  s^ety  of  the  conatitution 
and  ttie  liberty  of  thq  citiiena,  no  longer  receive 
the  short  reply,  French  partisans  I  Jacobins  1 
Bisorgonizera  I  And  althongb  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  sees,  or  thinks  he  sees,  the 
destmctiTe  spirit  monnt  in  the  whirlwind  and 
direct  the  storm,  let  him  be  consoled  by  the 
information,  "that  all  these,  oor  actors,  are 
mere  spirits,  and  are  dissolved  into  thin  tur." 
Yes,  nr,  these  magical  delouons  are  now  van- 
iahed,  and  have  Idt  the  American  people  end 
their  Congress,  in  their  real  persons,  and  origi- 
nal American  characters,  engaged  in  the  trana> 
dotion  of  American  concerns. 

He  said  he  wonld  now  proceed  to  examine 
whether  the  repeal  of  tbe  Jndiciary  law  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress  wonld  in  any  respect 
violate  that  aalntary  and  practicable  indepen- 
dence of  tbe  Judges  which  was  seonred  to  them 
by  the  constitntion.  He  said  the  terms  indt- 
p&ndenee  of  Judge*  or  of  the  Judiciary  Depart- 
mmil  was  not  to  be  found  in  tbe  constitution. 
It  was  therefore  a  mere  inference  from  some  of 
the  specified  powers,  And  he  believed,  in  the 
meaoing  of  gentlemen,  and  to  the  extent  they 
carry  it,  that  the  term  is  not  to  be  found  either 
in  the  spirit,  general  character,  or  phraseology, 
of  any  articw  or  section  of  the  constitDtioo. 
He  meant  to  give  the  conatitntjon  tbe  most  can- 
did interpretation  in  bis  power,  according  to 
the  plain  and  obvions  import  ef  the  English 
langnage.  He  should  discard,  in  bis  int«rpreta- 
tion,  the  terms  "  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,"  which  bad  been  resorted  to  by  some 
gentlemen.  He  considered  these  words  as  con- 
taining no  grant  of  power  whatever,  but  merely 
the  expression  of  we  ends  or  ol^jects  to  be  ef- 
fected by  the  grants  of  specified  powers.  Ha 
therefore  protested  against  drawmg  any  aid 
whatever  from  them  in  his  conatruction  of  the 
instrument.  He  said  he  had  read  through  the 
whole  constitution,  to  enable  him  to  form  his 
opinion  npon  this  question,  for  fear  there  might 
he  in  some  hidden  oomer  of  it  some  provision 
which  might  demonstrate  tbe  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  present  bill;  and  if  so,  (althon^ 
he  should  lament  such  a  provision,)  he  would 
instantly  give  tp  the  bill.  Bnt  Ms  researches 
bad  t«rminated  m  a  different  result.  He  said 
he  found,  from  the  general  character  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  general  will  was  its  basis, 
tbe  general  good  its  object,  and  the  f^damen- 
tal  principle  for  effecting  this  object  was  tbe 
responsibility  of  all  public  agents,  either  mediate- 
ly or  immediately  to  the  people.  He  said  the 
context  of  the  constitution  woold  demonstrate 
the  two  first  points,  which  he  begged  to  read : 

■■  We,  tbe  people  of  tbe  UmUi  States,  in  ordn  ta 
finm  a  mora  parfoct  onioo,  ariabliab  joitioe,  entma 
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domestic  truiqiiilli^,  proride  for  the  oommiin  doTeao, 
promote  tba  general  welf&re,  and  wears  the  bleinnKS 
of  liber^  to  ouTMlTea  vid  oar  poaterity,  do  ordain 
and  establiah  this  Cooatitntion  for  the  Uoited  States 
of  America." 

Here  we  find  the  ooostitntioD  founded  upon 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  object  declared 
to  be  the  good  of  the  people.  Throngh  the 
whole  bodj  of  the  conatitatiini  nifty  be  discern- 
ed the  respousihility  of  all  pablio  ageats,  either 
mediately  or  immediately,  to  the  people.  This 
reeponsibility  results,  first,  from  the  divisioD  of 
dntiiority  into  different  departments ;  seoondly, 
from  a  apeoification  and  Umitation  of  the  an- 
thoritiea  of  all  tuid  each  of  the  departments; 
thirdly,  f^om  periodical  appointments  of  the 
pDblie  agents.  The  first  clause  deolarea  there 
shall  be  a  Oongreea,  to  whom  the  bnsinees  of 
legislation  is  confided.  This  Oongreas  is  to 
consist  of  a  House  of  RepreaentatiTes,  to  be 
ohoeen  b;  the  people  immediately,  and  responsi- 
ble to  them  at  the  end  of  every  two  years ;  and 
B  Senate,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Legtsl&tnrea  of 
the  different  States,  who  are  chosen  by  tbe  peo- 
ple— one-third  of  the  Senators  to  be  choaen 
every  two  years,  and  reeponaible  at  the  end  of 
every  aix  years.  The  Executive  power  ia  v»ted 
in  a  President,  who  is  chosen  by  electors,  who 
are  chosen  for  the  express  pnrpose  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  responsible  at  the  end  of  every  four 
^esM.  The  President  may  be  considered  bb 
immediately  responsible  to  the  people,  althoagh 
ohosen  throngh  the  medimn  of  electors ;  beoanse 
it  is  fonnd,  in  practices  that  the  electors  are 
constrained  to  avow  the  vot»  they  intend  to 
ffire  before  they  are  choeen,  and  the  people 
nave  generally  made  their  elections  with  a  view 
to  that  obj eot. 

Thus,  then,  are  formed  two  departments, 
their  powers  speotfled  and  defined,  the  times 
for  extending  their  powers  fixed,  and  indeed  a 
complete  organization  for  the  execution  of  their 
respective  powers,  without  the  intervention  of 
any  law  for  that  pnrpoee.  A  third  department, 
to  wit,  the  Jndiciary  Department,  is  still  want- 
ing. Is  that  formed  by  tbe  oonstitntiont  How 
Is  that  to  be  formed  t  It  is  not  formed  by  tjie 
oonatitntion.  It  is  only  declared  that  there 
■ball  be  sooh  a  department ;  and  it  is  directed 
to  he  formed  by  the  other  two  departments, 
who  owe  a  reaponsibility  to  the  peoplj.  Here 
there  arises  an  important  difierence  of  opinion 
between  the  dififerent  sidee  of  this  House,  It  is 
contended  on  one  «de  that  the  Jndiciary  De- 
partment ia  formed  by  the  constitution  itself. 
It  is  contended  on  the  other  aide,  that  the  con- 
Btitntion  does  no  more  than  to  declare  that 
there  shall  be  a  Jndiciary  Department,  and  di- 
rects that  it  shall  be  formed  by  the  otber  two 
departments,  nnder  certain  modifioadona.  Ar- 
ticle third,  section  first,  the  constitntion  has 
these  words :  "  The  Judicial  power  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shaU  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Oourt 
and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  Conffreas  shall 
from  time  to  time  ordain  aud  establish."  Here, 
then,  the  power  to  ordain  and  establish  inferior 
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ooRTts  ia  given  to  Gongre«  in  the  most  unqoiU- 
fied  terms,  and  also  to  ordain  and  eatabM 
"one  Supreme  Court."  The  only  htnitation 
upon  tlie  power  of  Congress  in  this  clause,  cod- 
nsts  in  the  number  of  supreme  courts  to  be  (»■ 
tabliahed ;  the  limitation  is  to  the  Dumber  of 
one,  althoagh  tiiat  ia  an  affirmative  ud  not  a 
negative  expression.  The  number  of  judges, 
ti.e  assignation  of  datiea,  the  fixing  oompenia- 
tions,  the  fixing  tbe  times  when,  and  plaM 
where,  the  courts  shall  exercise  their  fnnetkiii^ 
itc.,  are  left  to  the  entire  diacretion  of  Coognsi 
The  Bpirit,  as  well  as  the  words  of  the  oanBtitD- 
tion,  are  completely  satiafled,  provided  one  So* 
preme  Court  be  established.  Hence,  wheo  all 
these  essential  pointa  in  the  organintioo  sod 
formation  of  courts  are  intrusted  to  the  milindt* 
ed  discretion  of  Congress,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  courts  are  formed  by  the  oonstitution.  For 
further  restraints,  therefore,  upon  thediscntton 
of  Congress,  the  remaining  part  of  tbe  same 
section  meat  be  consulted.  Here  he  begfed 
leave  to  remark,  that  ha  bad  often  felt  a  vaae- 
ration  for  the  wisdom  of  the  eages  who  funned 
this  constitution;  cohsidering  the  difficulties 
they  had  to  enconnter,  resulting  fh>m  the  ts- 
riona  local  prejudices  and  local  inter«sta  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  vaA 
variety  of  opinions  which  the  subject  pre«eDt«d, 
it  was  almost  wonderful  to  conceive  bow  litej 
^ould  have  hit  npon  a  system  so  admirably  cu- 
cnlated  to  protect  and  to  promote  tbe  geaeral 
intereatsj  when  administered  according  to  iU 
original  meaning  and  intention.  He  could  not 
go  BO  for  as  to  say  it  was  perfect.  He  admit- 
ted, like  otherhoman  productions,  it  wasstsnip- 
edwith  tbe  common  fUlibili^  of  man.  That 
he  wished,  however,  to  see  no  radical  chaogv 
in  its  prinoiplea.  He  wished  to  hand  it  doini  to 
posterity  with  those  amendments  only  wbieb 
experience  should  snggeat,  and  which  wodd 
grow  oat  of  the  continually  varying  tlM  of 
the  nation.  He  said  it  was  not  only  remirk*- 
ble  for  tbe  wisdom  of  its  arrangements,  but  the 
correct  and  technical  mode  of  exprewou.  The 
part  of  the  section  now  to  be  examined,  waa  to 
example  of  the  Jnstioe  of  both  these  remariK 
Tbewordsare,  "tbe  judges  both  of  the  inpreme 
and  inferior  courts  shall  hold  tiioir  offices  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  tinMv 
receive  for  their  servioee  a  oompensotloc  which 
shall  not  be  diminiahed  during  tWr  ec 


The  firet  part  of  the  sent«noe  rejects  lb> 
relationship  between  the  Eieontive  and  the 
Judiciary  Departmenta.  It  respects  Judges  <t 
officers  of  the  courts  who  ore  oppcdnted  by  tb* 
President  Tbe  last  part  of  the  sentence  re- 
spects the  relationship  between  the  Legislative 
and  Jndiciary  Deparbnente.  It  req)eoIs  the 
creation  of  offices,  tbe  fixing  the  eoopeiiaatioa 
of  the  ofBcera  or  Judges,  and  their  uKitinunce 
in  office.  These  are  the  peonliar  attribulei  « 
the  Legialatire  Department  Accordingly,  the 
most  oorreot  and  technioal  words  ore  ued  in 

'    ion  to  both  theie  i^eota.   The  tenn  "hold 
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th^  offices  during  good  befaavior,*'  relatae 
merelf  to  the  Execatlve  Departnient.  The 
tenn  "  hold,"  U  the  common  technical  word 
used  to  convej  the  idea  of  teiiare.  Tennre  re- 
quires two  parties.  Tbe  one  granting,  the 
other  holding  or  receiving  the  grant.  I«t  the 
inqair;  be  made,  of  whom  do  the  jodges  hold) 
The  constitution  fQmiaheB  the  aoBwer,  of  the 
Preddeot.  One  of  the  most  obviooB  rules  in 
the  oonstmction  of  inBtruments  of  writing  is, 
that  tbe  whole  of  it  must  be  talcen  together, 
and  not  one  particnlar  part  by  itselE  flie  fol- 
lowing words  will  be  foond  in  the  second  seo- 
tioQ  of  the  second  article  of  tbe  constitotion  r 
"And  he  (to  wit,  the  Pre«dent)  shall  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors,  other 

gablie  Uinisters  ana  Oonsnls,  Judges  of  the 
apreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  tbe 
tTnited  States,  whoso  wpolntmenta  are  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall 
be  established  by  law."  In  the  third  section  of 
the  same  article,  are  these  words:  "And  shall 
(to  wit,  the  President)  comn^ssion  all  the  offl- 
cenof  the  United  States,"  These  three  sen- 
tenoee  oontain  the  rektioiuhip  between  the 
Exeentive  and  Jndicisry  Dspartments,  so  &r  as 
reepects  the  objects  of  Oie  present  discns^on. 

To  aaoertain  the  reel  meaning  and  import  of 
these  aentencee,  they  ehonld  be  read  in  connec- 
tion with  each  other,  esclnding  therefrom  all 
intermediate  words  not  immediately  bearing  on 
the  snhjecL  In  that  case  the  constitution  wonld 
read  thns:  "He  (to  wit,  the  President)  shall 
nominate  and  appoint  the  Jndgea  of  the  Snpreme' 
Oonrt,  and  all  other  offlcen  of  the  United  Btatee, 
and  sbnJl  oommlflrion  all  the  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted StatesL  Tbe  Jadges  both  of  the  anpreme 
and  inferior  courts  sball  hold  their  offices  dur- 
ing good  behavior."  It  may  now  be  aaked,if 
this  case  of  the  jndges  of  the  snpreme  and  in- 
ferior nmrts  be  not  an  obvioaa  exception  out  of 
Qie  general  Presidential  discretion  of  appointing 
and  commlsnoning  all  officers  of  the  United 
States  during  pleasore!  AAer  the  Gkivemment 
lias  been  in  operatioc  above  twelve  years,  and 
the  principle  of  commisMoning  all  Executive 
officers  dnring  pleasure,  has  been  practised  upon 
during  the  whole  of  uie  period  by  iha  Execu- 
tive, aa  well  as  the  Legislative  Department,  the 
propriety  of  that  practice  is  for  the  first  time 
now  become  qneetionable.  It  is  stud  that  the 
ri^ht  to  commiamon  dnring  pleasure,  is  by  im- 
plication. It  is  readily  admitted  that  there  are 
no  express  words  in  the  constitution  to  that 
effect ;  bjit  the  inference  from  tbe  words  which 
■re  there,  la  almost  as  strong  as  the  words 
themselvea,  if  they  had  been  inserted.  The 
President  is  anlhoriied,  without  limitation,  to 
*'  commission  all  tbe  officers  of  the  United 
Btatca."  The  qneetion  arises,  by  what  tenure! 
The  reply  is,  accordit^  to  his  pleasure  or  discre- 
tion. It  was  not  difficult  to  foresee,  that  if 
tiie  President  was  fully  empowered  to  co 
misuon  as  he  pleased,  be  would  please  to  co 
misrion  dnring  hb  pleaanre.    llie  Legislati 


has  no  more  control  over  an  officer  who  holds 
an  Eieontive  commission  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  than  over  a  Jodicint  officer 
holding  his  offioo  during  good  behavior.  The 
remedy  given  by  tie  constitution  being  the 
some  in  both  casta,  to  wit,  impoacliment.  Nor 
is  there  any  reason  why  tiie  office  of  the  one 
shonld  be  less  subject  to  the  discretion  of  tbe 
Legislature,  than  the  office  of  the  other ;  and  it 
seems  to  be  universally  agreed,  that  although 
the  Legislature  cannot  deprive  on  Exeontivo 
officer  of  Lis  office  in  any  other  way  than  by 
impeachment,  during  the  continnance  of  So.ai 
office,  yet  the  office  itself  is  always  subject  to 
be  abolished.  Tbe  same  reasoning  will  bdd 
with  equal  force  respecting  a  Judge  and  a  Judi- 
cial office.  The  reason  why  the  Executive  is 
proscribed  iVom  the  ■  remov^  of  a  judge,  is  to 
secnre  to  the  Judge  a  complete  independence  of 
the  President^  who  is  not  responsible  for  tbe 
discharge  of  Judicial  duties ;  but  the  removal  is 
perfectly  correct  in  the  cose  of  an  Executive 
officer,  because  the  President  is  highly  respon- 
Eoble  for  the  due  discharge  of  Executive  duties. 
The  l^egislature  is  not  responsible  for  either, 
and  of  (soarse  stands  in  the  same  constitotionai 
relation  to  both.  This  appears  obvious  from 
famishing  to  the  Legislatnra  the  same  means 
of  removing  both,  aa  will  appear  by  the  fourth 


all  civil  ofBcers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
removed  &om  office  by  impeachment  for,  and 
conviction  of  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  or  misdemeanors."  lie  now  hedged  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  particulariy 
to  the  last  clause  of  the  sentence,  which  aecer- 
tsjna  the  oonstitutional  oonnection  between  the 
Legislative  and  Judicial  Departments,  so  for  aa 
respects  the  limitation  of  the  Legislative,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  committed  to  it,  for  tbe 
organization  of  the  Judicial  Department.  He 
shonld  place  particnlar  emphasis  on  these  words 
of  the  constitntion  in  the  exposition  he  proposed 
to  moke.  Tbe  words  ore :  "  And  shall  at 
stated  times  receive  for  their  serrioes  a  com- 
pensation, which  shall  not  be  diminished  dur- 
ing th«r  continuance  in  office."  The  first  part 
of  this  section  having  given  to  CongresB  tbe 
power  of  creating  courts,  ascertuningthe  nnm- 
ber  of  jndgee,  dec,  these  last  words  maybe  cOD- 
sidered  as  containing  explanations  and  limita- 
tions of  the  general  power  of  Congress,  as  was 
the  foregoing  part  of  this  sentence  a  limitation 
of  the  general  Executive  power.  And  accord- 
ingly the  most  correct  terms  are  nsed  for  limit- 
ing Legislative  discretion,  and  ex[)laining  ita 
objects;  accordingtothewordsof  this  sentence, 
the  judge  is  to  receive  a  compensation  for  his 
services.  To  whom  are  these  services  to  be 
rendered?  To  the  people,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.  Who  ia  to  Judge  of  the  necessity 
or  utility  of  these  services  i  The  constitution 
has  ordained,  that  Congress,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  shall  bo  the 
tribund.     Suppose  there  should  be  no  services 
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required,  none  for  tlie  judge  to  perform,  and 
that  Oonsren  shonld  so  tbinb  and  detenoiiie: 
la  the  judge  entitled  to  compensation  t  He  is 
not  The  condition  of  Berrioe  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  is  the  express  consideration  upon 
which  the  compensation  accraea.  No  Bcrvice  is 
rendered,  the  competent  tribunal  sajs,  there  is 
none  reqnired.  of  course  no  compensation 
ftccrneB,  The  judge  is  entitled  to  receive  none. 
On  tliis  point,  an  obvious  and  most  imporUnt 
difference  of  opinion  exists  between  tne  two 
sides  of  the  committee.  On  one  side  it  b  con- 
tended, that  the  office  is  the  vested  property  of 
the  Judge,  conferred  on  him  bj  his  appointment, 
and  that  his  good  bdiavior  is  the  considera- 
tion of  his  compensation ;  so  long,  therefore,  as 
his  good  behavior  exists,  so  long  his  office  mniit 
oontinne  in  consequence  of  Lis  ^pod  behanor, 
and  that  his  compensation  is  his  properC;  in 
virtue  of  his  office,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
taken  away  by  any  authority  whatever,  al- 
thoQgh  there  may  be  no  service  for  him  to  per- 
form. On  the  other  side,  it  is  contended  that 
the  good  behavior  is  not  the  considerntioa 
upon  wliich  the  compensation  accrnes,  but  ser- 
vices rendered  for  the  public  good ;  and  that  if 
the  office  is  to  be  couadered  as  a  property,  it  is 
a  property  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  must  therefore  be  held  enbject  to 
that  condition,  of  which  Ooogress  is  the  consti- 
tutional judge.  Mr.  O.,  said,  considering  the 
bonndary  line  Iwtween  these  conflicting  opin- 
ions to  be  the  boundary  line  lietwoen  the  offices 
held  for  public  utility,  and  offices  held  for  per- 
lional  favor,  he  oonld  not  bestow  too  much  at- 
tention npon  this  part  of  the  discussion ;  for  if 
the  construction  gentlemen  contend  for  should 
prevail,  in  vain  have  the  framers  of  the  consti- 
tution, with  so  much  Jealous  circumspection, 
erected  so  manj  ramparts  agunst  the  intro- 
duction of  some  of  these  offices  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  A  sinecure  office  is 
an  office  held  without  the  condition  of  service ; 
often  for  past  services  already  compensated; 
often  for  present  fiivor,  without  the  condition  of 
any  service.  For  the  purpose  of  excluding 
from  the  Federal  Qovemment  all  sinecure  offi- 
ces, the  sages  who  formed  the  constitution  have 
through  every  part  of  it  connected  services  and 
compensation,  and  they  ought  never  to  be  se- 
parated in  construction.  The  sixth  section  of 
the  first  article  is  in  these  words :  "The  Sena- 
tors and  Kepresentatives  shall  receive  a  com- 
pnaation  for  their  servioea,  to  be  ascertained 
by  law,"  &Ct  and  so  &rhaa  this  prindple  of  the 
rendition  of  service  been  carried,  that  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Senate  and  Kepresentativee  is  to  be 
rendered  every  day,  and  unless  they  do  daily 
render  service,  they  are  not  entitled  to  their 
day's  compensation.  In  the  first  section  of  the 
seoon^  article  of  the  constitution,  are  ^ese 
words :  "  The  President  shall,  at  stated  times, 
receive  for  his  services  a  compensation,"  &c 
Id  the  forty-first  section  of  the  act  under  which 
the  judges  claim  their  compensatiDn,  are  tiiose 
words:  "That  each  of  the  circuit  judges  of  the 


United  States,  to  be  appointed  by  Tirtneoftiiti 
act,  shall  be  ^owed  aa  a  comfwasation  for  hii 
services,"  &e.  These  expressions  ail  demoa- 
etrate  tbe  importance  of  coupling  the  tervica 
and  compeoABtion  of  office.  But  the  Jeilooi 
caution  of  the  framers  of  the  constitntioa  did 
not  stop  at  choosing  the  l>est  afflnnative  ei- 
presHon  for  excluding  this  doctrine  of  aineonn 
offices,  they  also  applied  negative  restraints. 

In  the  ninth  sectioo  of  the  first  article  of  tbe 
constitution,  are  these  worda,  "  Ko  money  ihall 
be  drawn  ih)m  the  Treasury  but  in  coaMqceoM 
of  appropriations  made  hy  law."    In  the  sa 


section,  "  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  gnated 
by  the  United  Statea,  and  no  peraen  holding 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them,  ihiD, 


without  the  consent  of  Congres.  accept  of  iny 
present,  emolument,  ofGce,  or  title,  of  snv  kind 
whatever,  &om  any  King,  Prince,  or  kitia 
State."  If  then  services  rendered  for  th*  pub- 
lic benefit  l>e  the  eeaential  conaideratioa,  npia 
which  the  compensation  does  accrue  te  the 
Judges ;  if  the  Congress  be  the  proper  tribnilil 
for  prononncing  upon  the  necessity  or  utUilj  of 
such  service,  and  if  they  decide  that  no  Each 
service  is  necessary  or  useful ;  the  j edge  sut' 
tains  no  iqjury  in  not  receiving  the  ctHopeiut- 
tion,  because  he  does  not  COm{dy  with  the  oon- 
dition  on  liis  part ;  nor  does  he  snsUun  a  bud- 
ship  thereby,  l>ecBnse  it  must  be  presumed  Ihit 
he  understood  tbe  second  conditions  attached 
to  his  office  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance.  It 
has  been  admitted  by  all  gentlemen,  that  Coo- 
gress  is  the  constitutional  tribnnal  for  deddiag 
respecting  tbe  servicee  to  hro  performed.  The; 
admit  that  Congres  may  modi^  tbe  wut^ 
diminish  or  add  to  their  dutiea,  alter  the  lerm 
of  th^  aesdons,  or  make  any  other  amiic»' 
ments  reepeoting  them  which  do  not  go  to  tsM 
away  or  dimiaisn,  their  corapensationi.  It  is  le 
be  obseTTed  that  there  ia  not  one  of  thaw 
powers  Hi>ecified  in  the  oonstitntion;  they  f* 
therefore  necessary  inferences  fh>m  the  iista- 
mount  power  "to  oiAsia  and  establiab.  tad 
the  power  of  repeal,  or  to  take  away  aD  IM  kt- 
vices  to  be  performed,  is  as  neoeaaaiy  an  infa- 
enoa  as  either  of  the  others,  and  has  anifomJy 
resulted  from  every  other  specified  power  in 
the  oonstitntion.  From  this  part  of  tbe  mq- 
tence,  therefore,  it  b  dedncihle,  that  the  only 
restrunt  npon  the  general  power  given  to  Con- 
gress in  the  first  part  of  the  section  to  ordaB 
and  establish  conrts,  is,  that  the  compenMtioBt 
of  the  Judges  should  not  be  lessened  during  th^ 
continuance  in  office;  not  during  their  gocd 
behavior.  And  in  Uiis  part  of  the  twitenot 
the  correct  phraseology  of  the  conadtvtioD  ii 
worthy  of  observation.  In  speaking  of  ita 
Executive  attribute,  to  wit,  the  appointing  spd 
commissioning  officers,  the  tena  go«d  btiat^ 
is  used.  In  speaking  of  the  LegislatiTe  attri- 
bute, to  wit,  the  creation  of  the  offloea  and  fix- 
ing coropensationa,  the  term  during  Urir  wa- 
tinuanee  in  office  is  used.  The  reaswl  for  thi» 
variation  of  espressdon  is  obvious.  ItwiatDeii 
that  the  office  might  be  discontinued,  and  th* 
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Jn^ie'oMitiikne  to  bduve  well;  the  limitation 
vaa  therafbra  applied  to  the  o&ea,  and  Dot  tbe 
good  behavior,  becanw  if  the  offioe  ^ould  be 
diaoontinaed,  which  is  olearlT'  implied  in  this 
expraarion,  it  vas  not  the  inteutioa  of  the  oon- 
•tjtntioii  that  the  oompensatioii  should  ]>a  re- 
e^ved,  no  aurioe  in  that  event  belns  to  be 
rmderad.  IVom  thii  intaipretation  of  Uie  ocoi- 
Mitiition,  all  of  the  depsrtmenta  are  preserved 
in  the  doe  exercise  of  Uieir  respective  fimctions 
fi>r  the  general  good,  wilhont  any  of  the  mis- 
diievoQB  and  abnird  consequenoee  resnlticiK 
bom  the  tq^xirito  oonatnictioii.  It  is  admitted 
that  the  flnt  part  of  this  section  ezpreeelj  vests 
OcNimae  w)t£  the  mnerol  power  to  ordain  aad 
estaoUsheonrtsjand,  ifthere  had  been  do  other 
reibiotkn,  the  cooaaqnent  power  to  mwrdain, 
or  aboUali.  The  reetdotion  relied  upon  is  not 
•  reefertctton  in  expreaa  irords;  there  are  no 
words  in  the  oonsUtntion  prohibiting  Oongreas 
from  repealbig  a  law  for  organldng  ooorta;  the 
f«atitunt  contended  for,  therefore,  it  by  tmpli- 
oation,  and  that  tmplioation,  to  ny  the  least, 
not  expreasly  connected  with  any  Legnlative 
attribnte.  b  it  right,  la  it  a  correct  interpre- 
tation, that  when  a  power  is  given  in  express 
words  for  the  moat  important  pQrpoee&  that  it 
dtoold  be  reatrained  or  prohibitea  by  tmplica- 
tion  ?  Can  so  mnch  inattention  and  folly  be 
attribnted  to  the  framera  of  the  oonstitntion, 
as  would  reaolt  &tan  the  siq^n^on  that  if  it 
was  their  intention  that  a  law  growing  ont  of 
one  of  the  spedfled  powen,  in  oontradlsiinotion 
to  aU  othera,  shonld  be  irrepealable  wbtax  (auw 
DMaed,  that  so  extraordlna^  a  prindple  wonld 
De  Idt  to  mw«  implication  I  Sndi  a  mippod- 
tioD  -wonld  be  Uie  nighest  iqjnstioe  to  the  sn- 
perior  inteDigenoe  and  patriotism  (tf  those  gen- 
dMnen,  manifested  in  every  other  part  of  the 
inatmnienL  No,  dr,  they  would  nave  made 
notes  of  admiration:  tb^  wonld  have  nsed 
every  mark,  adopted  every  cantion,  to  have  ar- 
rested and  fixed  the  attention  of  the  Le^slatora 
to  so  extraordinary  a  principle. 

Tbey  wonld  have  said,  LegialatoTBl  be  cir- 
onmspeot  I  Be  cautions  1  Be  calm  1  Be  deli- 
berate I  Be  wise  1  Be  wise  not  only  for  the 
preseDt,  hot  be  wise  for  posterity !  Yon  are 
now  abont  to  tread  npon  holy  gronnd.  The 
law  ytin  are  now  abont  to  pass,  is  irrepealable  I 
Irrevokablel  We  are  so  enamored  with  the 
nlntary  and  practical  independence  of  the  Eng- 
lish Jndidary  system,  that  in  induing  its  prin- 
ciple into  onr  constitatioo,  we  have  stamiwd  it 
with  the  poverbial  folly  of  tbe  Medes  and 
Persians !  If  this  principle  had  been  introdnced 
into  the  constitDtion  in  express  words,  it  would 
bnve  formed  an  utfortonate  oontrast  to  sU  other 
parts  of  the  instrament ;  yet  gentlemen  make 
no  difficulty  in  introdacing  that  principle  by 
Gonstrnctjon,  which  would  have  appeared  so 
■tumd  and  absord  if  written  in  express  words 
in  ue  body  of  the  instrument.  Bat  there  is 
snch  langnage  in  the  constitntion.  Let  ns  i 
what  is  the  langnage  of  tliat  instmmenL  "  The 
Judiiial  power  of  the  United  State*  abal'  '^  - 
Vou  IL-4B 


vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  inch  in- 
ferior oonrts  as  Oongrev  may  from  time  t«  time 
ordain  and  establish."  Ben,  then,  instead  of 
nantionlii^  the  Legislature  that  a  law  for  the 
irganiiation  of  conrta,  when  passed,  can  never 
>e  repealed,  it  contiune  an  invitation  to  a  revl- 
ion  from  time  to  time.  It  oonttuns  au  intima- 
tion, that  the  anbjeot  is  new  and  difficult,  and 
an  injunction  to  ordain  and  establish  yoar  courts 
feota  time  to  time,  according  to  tiie  results, 
which  an  experienoe  of  the  system  alone  could 
snggeet.  Tne  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Ur.  Hbhphhx)  observed  that  the  character  of 
irrepeaiability  was  not  eicluwvelv  attached  to 
this  law,  and  attempted  to  Aunish  instances  of 
other  laws  of  the  same  character.  He  instanced 
a  law  for  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union. 

The  gentleman  boar  Eentnc^  (Ifr.  Batis) 
had  given  a  proper  r^ly  to  that  remark ;  the 
strongest  instanoe  the  gentleman  gave,  was  of  a  > 
law  exeonted.  After  the  new  State  is  admitted 
into  the  Union,  in  virtue  of  a  law  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  objjeot  of  the  law  is  answered.  The 
State  admitted  has  no  stipulated  dntiee  to  per- 
form on  its  part,  no  services  to  render ;  in  the 
ease  before  the  committee  the  law  is  in  a  statv 
of  execntion,  and  tbe  Judges  have  services  to 
render  on  their  part  which  the  competent  tri- 
bunals may  determine  to  be  ndther  nseful  nor 
necessary.  Alawfor  theapprcnniationofmoney 
to  a  given  object,  may  be  adduced  as  an  in- 
stance ;  the  money  is  applied ;  its  ot^ect  is  an- 
swered ;  the  law  mav  be  said  to  beirrepealabler 
or,  in  other  words,  tite  repeal  would  produce  ao 
effect.  That  is  not  the  case  of  the  law  in  ques- 
tion. Hr.  G.  said  he  had  no  doubt  bnt  that  the 
framers  of  the  oonsUtntion  had  particular  reffar- 
enoe  to  the  British  act  of  Parliament  of  WiHiam 
UL  for  the  establishment  of  the  indepandenoe 
of  the  jndges  in  that  country,  in  franuns  the 
section  for  the  establishment  of  the  JncQcial 
Department  in  the  United  Statee ;  and  it  is  not 
a  Uttie  remarkable,  that  whilst  gentlemen  in 
one  breath  speak  of  the  independence  of  the 
Eudish  judges,  as  the  boast  and  glory  of  that 
nation,  in  the  next  breath  they  tell  ns  tkat  by  the 
r^eal  of  the  present  act,  the  independence  of  the 
Jndges  here  would  be  immt^ated.  Let  tids  sub- 
ject be  examined.  In  the  third  chapter  of  the 
first  book  oS  Haokatone's  Oommentaries,  the: 
independwoe  of  the  English  Jndidary  is  ftiUy 
explained.  He  begged  to  read  the  expodtion 
of  that  commentator  on  that  snijeak. 

"  And,  in  order  to  maintain  both  tta  dignity  and 
indepeDdence  of  the  Jodgesof  the  aiperior  conrti,  it 
ii  enacted  by  the  statats,  18  V.  UL  o.  Srlhat  tbdr 
eommiMfmu  thtS  be  made  (not,  as  licnneTty,  dKraaM 
bene  plaeita,  but)  gaoM  £m  iat  M  gateruU,  ar  '  '*  -'- 


HcnuM  of  Puliamant.  And  now,  by  tbe  nobln  im- 
proyements  of  that  law  in  tbs  Matnte  of  G«o.  UL  o. 
2S,  BDacted  at  the  cameat  lecommendstion  of  the 
King  liiaiMK^  from  the  Tbnms,  tbe  jndgei  are  con- 
tinned  in  thair  <iffieH  duing  thaii  good  baluTiac 
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DotwlthBtvidlQ^  uiy  demiw  of  ihfl  Growq,  (irluch 
ir«B  funneriy  held  imniBdittsly  to  t«cM«  (1m«  "»*»,) 
Mid  tb«lr  ftall  Ndkriea  we  abiolalcly  •seared  to  tbsn> 
daring  Hm  oontiDiuuice  of  their  oommU^oni.  Bi> 
Mueriy  limTiiig  beaa  pleued  to  declare,  that  "  he 
lowed  upon  the  ind^Qdeaoe  and  oprightneu  of  the 
jodgei,  w  eMaotial  to  the  imputial  edDuoutntion  or 
niiSoe;  M  one  of  the  beat  geomitiei  of  the  righti  uid 
Ubeitiu  of  hit  mlgecla ;  tod  u  tlie  moat  oondnoive 
lo  tfiie  honor  of  ttie  Crown." 

Now,  BIT,  under  the  doctrino  oontended  for 
by  the  repeat  of  this  Isw,  let  as  see  whether 
tie  judges  of  the  United  States  are  not  more 
{Ddependent  than  the  JndKes  of  England.  In 
the  first  plaoe,  Oongreee  have  the  power  of 
originating,  abolishing,  modl^ng,  &o.,  the 
ooDTta  here.  The  Padiament  in  England  have 
tha  same  power  there.  Oongreas  cannot  remove 
a  Jodidal  officer  from  his  offloe  so  long  as  the 
<^ae  itself  is  deemed  naefol,  exoept  by  Impeach- 
ment,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  being  necessary 
to  a  oonvictioiL  In  En^^d,  Jadme  can  be  re- 
moved from  their  offioee,  altbon^  the  offioee 
may  be  deemed  nsefnl,  by  an  addren  of  the 
majori^  of  the  two  Hooaee  of  Parliament. 
Here  then  is  one  essential  advantage  in  favor 
of  the  independence  of  the  Judges,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Oongress  oannot  diminish  the  com- 
penaatjon  of  the  Judges  here  dnringtbelr  oon- 
tinnanoe  in  office.  In  England,  the  Parliament 
may  diminish  the  compensation  of  the  judges, 
at  their  disoretion,  donng  their  oontinnance  in 
offloe.  Here,  then,  is  anottier  obvious  advantage 
bi  favor  of  the  independence  of  the  Jndgea  of 
the  United  Btatee ;  whence  is  it,  then,  that  we 
hear  of  the  Ind^endenoe  of  the  Engjuh  judici- 
ary, as  b^g  theboast  and  gjory  of  t£at  oonntry, 
and  with  Jiutioe,  too,  and  at  the  same  time  bear 
the  ^  or  the  immolatitm  of  the  independence 
of  the  judges  of  the  United  States^  when,  onder 
the  interpretation  of  the  ooostltation  by  the 
&rorers  ot  the  repeal,  the  Jndgea  here  are  more 
indepcmdent  than  the  English  Judges?  It  oan 
have  no  other  object  thwa  to  exdte  a  popular 
damor,  which,  if  excited  at  all,  oan  have  only 
a  momentary  effect,  and  will  be  dissipated  as 
soon  as  the  subject  shall  be  thoroughly  examined 
and  nnderatood.  Bat  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
If  gentlemen  reallj  do  value  the  independence 
of  the  Jndgee,  they  have  taken  an  unfortunate 
mimd  in  the  interpretation  of  the  oonstitation. 
Under  their  construction,  the  Judges  nuy  be 
placed  not  only  in  a  dependent^  but  a  ludicrous 
point  of  view. 

Gentlemen  adndt  that  Oongreee  may  conati- 
tutionaily  Increase  or  dUninish  the  daties  of 
judges ;  give  or  take  away  Jurisdiction ;  fix  the 
times  of  holding  oonrts,  &c.,  saving  therefrom 
thesalariesof  tbejadg«e^  Under  this  Hdmission, 
Congress  may  postpone  the  sessions  of  the 
oonrts  for  ^ht  or  ten  years,  and  establish 
othen,  to  whom  they  could  transfer  all  the 
powers  of  the  existing  oonrt«.  In  this  case,  the 
Judges  would  be  held  op  to  the  people  as  pen- 
sioners, receiving  their  money  and  rendering  no 
tervioe  In  return;  or  Oongresa  might  convert 


them  the  most  paltry  duties  to  perform,  u 
keep  them  oontinnally  in  session,  In  uieo&T«ni> 
ent  places;  whilst  new  oourte  could  be  erected 
to  perform  all  the  essential  bnrinea  of  the  na- 
tion. This  wonld  be  taking  down  the  Ih^ 
pretenidona  assigned  to  thejndgeeby  thegea- 
tieman  from  North  Oandina,  (ICr.  EuDUSOS,) 
of  brtog  formed  into  a  permanent  corps  kt  the 
purpose  of  protoctiog.the  people  agunit  th^ 
wont  enemies,  themselves ;  and  de^wing  them 
into  idtifbl  oonrts  of  piepoudre,  rraderiug  little 
service  and  receiving  large  eompiiisBtioDa.  And 
this  would  be  the  case,  if  party  pnrpcsea  wen 
the  oljeot,  and  not  the  general  good.  Aoowd- 
ing  to  his  oonsbwitioii,  these  absurd  resnlti 
wmld  not  take  plaoe,  imless  by  a  virtual  breuh 
of  the  oonstitntion,  Beoanse,  be  contended, 
^at  service  and  compensatira  were  oorrelitiTe 
terms;  and  that  there  on^^t  always  to  be  a  do* 
qiportionniMit  of  swioe  to  compensation.  Thi> 
he  considered  as  the  phdn  and  sound  interpreti- 
tjon  of  the  oonstitaQtm,  and  the  moment  it  is 
de^rted  fhHn,  infioHe  abenrdities  en«n^  H« 
intended  to  have  tak^  another  view  of  tins 
subject,  as  it  respects  the  relative  influence  rf 
the  law  of  the  last  seerion,  and  the  prtnioted 
repeal  upon  this  qneBtion:  but  the  gentltDiin 
from  Massaohnsetta  (Mr.  Baoon)  has  put  this 
sutjeet  in  so  much  stroDRer  pcnnt  <tf  vieir  thta 
he  could  do,  that  he  woud  refer  to  hb  remi^ 
thereupon,  observing  only  that  be  had  no  ioM 
but  that  the  law  of  last  sesenon,  now  pn^xised 
to  be  repealed,  was,  in  every  respeot,  at  modi 
opposed  to  the  doctrine  <rf  gratMiMn,  m  ths 
ooBtemplatad  r^eal  ooold  be.  The  He&oa  tf 
the  law  particalaiiy  allnded  to^  are  the  twuiiy- 
fonrth,  in  these  w<ffdB,  "  and  be  it  ftartbef  enaA- 
ed,  that  the  dbtrioteonrta  of  the  United  Ststt^ 
in  and  for  the  districts  of  Tenneesee  and  Km- 
taoky,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  abofisbei,"  laA 
the  twenty-seventh,  in  these  words,  "and  be  it 
ttirther  enaoted,  that  the  dronit  courts  of  tb* 
United  States,  heretofore  estab&ahed,  sbaS  cmH 
and  be  abolished." 

Mr.  G.  oonolnded  by  observing  that,  upon  tba 
whole  view  of  the  aubjeot,  fboSng  the  fln«* 
conviotaon  that  there  is  no  oonatitntiDnsl  im- 
pediment in  the  way  of  repeaHng  the  act  in 
question,  upon  the  most  fitir  and  candid  inter- 
pretation of  the  oonstitntaon; — belieriog  ihit 
principles  advanced  in  oppodtion,  go  djrecllr 
to  the  deetmcdon  of  the  fundamental  princii^ 
of  the  oonatitntion,  the  reroonaibiliQr  of  sO 
public  agents  to  the  people — uiat  they  go  to  the 
establishment  of  a  petmanent  oorporttion  ct 
individuals  invested  with  nlUmato  censorisl  >M 
controlling  power  over  all  the  d^«rtn»enta  of 
the  Government  over  le^slation,  eieM>i<^ 
and  decision,  and  irresponsible  to  the  pfVle; 
believing  that  these  principles  are  in  diKCt  w 
tility  to  the  great  prinoiple  of  R^rwi-ntatire 
Government;  believing  that  the  ooorta  fanaeny 
ostablished,  were  ftiliy  competent  to  the  bo^ 
nese  they  had  to  perform,  and  that  the  prweot 
oonrts  are  usdess,  unnecessary,  and  eijienai**; 
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believing  that  tbe  Snpreme  Ooort  hw  heretofore 
discharged  all  the  dntiee  angned  to  it  ia  leaf 
than  one  month  in  the  year,  and  that  ita  dnliee 
oonld  Im  performed  in  half  uat  time;  oonrader- 
Ing  the  compenxatJona  of  the  jndgea  to  be  among 
the  hi^KBt  ^ven  to  anr  of  the  hi^ieat  offioen 
of  the  Umted  State*  R>r  the  eerrloea  of  the 
vhde  Tear;  oouaidering  the  oompenaationa  of 
an  the  jndies  greatly  exeeedin^^  the  Mrrioee 
anigned  thrai^aa  well  ^  ocmddenng  all  the  oir- 
oomatanoee  attendiiig  the  eabaUtntion  of  the 
new  ajBtem  for  the  old  (me^  by  Increaring  the 
nmnbw  of  jndgea,  and  oompenaadcHia,  and  lea- 
■ening  their  dntiea  by  the  diatribntioii  of  the 
bnnneat  into  a  great  namber  of  handa,  &o^ 
while  acting  nnder  theae  impreariona  he  shonld 
Toto  agalnat  the  motioa  now  made  for  striking 
oat  the  first  KoHoa  of  the  repealing  UlL 

Fkidat,  February  19. 
Judidary  Sjfttam, 

The  Honae  ag^  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
ndttee  of  the  whole  Honae  on  the  bill  aent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  oert^ 
acta  rejecting  the  organization  of  the  Ooarts 
of  the  Dnifetd  States,  and  for  other  pnrpogee." 

Mr.  B*TARD.— Mr.  Ohairmao,  I  mnpt  be  al- 
lowed to  ezpreea  my  sorprise  at  the  oonraa  pnr- 
toed  Wtbe  nonorable  gcottlemaa  fhim  Virgmla, 
(Mr.  (Albs,)  In  the  remarka  which  he  has  made 
on  the  snUeot  before  na.  I  had  expected  that 
ha  woold  nare  adopted  a  different  line  <tf  con- 
daot.  I  had  expected  it  as  well  from  that  een- 
timent  of  magnanimity  which  ought  to  hare 
been  in^iired^  a  eeose  of  the  h^  gronnd  he 
holds  on  the  floor  of  this  Hdum,  as  frmn  the 

Cftnoos  of  a  desire  to  eoncUUto,  which  he 
BO  repeatedly  made  during  the  sessloa.  We 
have  been  invited  to  bnry  the  hatchet,  and 
hrightea  the  ohain  of  peace.  Ve  were  disposed 
to  meet  on  middle  gronnd.  We  had  assnraDcefl 
lh>m  the  gentleman  that  he  would  abstain  lh>m 
reflections  on  the  past,  and  his  only  wish  was 
thai,  we  might  nnite  in  fhtare  in  prcmotlnfr  the 
welfitre  of  oar  common  ooontry.  We  coiSded 
in  the  genUeman's  sincerity,  and  oheridied  the 
hope  that  if  the  diridons  of  party  were  not 
banished  from  the  Honee,  ita  apjrit  wonld  be 
less  Intemperate.  Bnoh  were  onr  impreeaionfl, 
wh«i  the  mask  waa  suddenly  thrown  adds,  and 
we  saw  the  torch  of  dlaoord  lighted  and  blaang 
1)efoTe  onr  eyea.  Ermy  e^rt  has  been  made 
to  revive  the  animoritiee  of  the  Honae,  and  in- 
flame the  passions  of  the  nation.  I  am  at  no 
loss  to  peroeive  why  thia  oonrse  has  been  pur- 
med.  The  gentleman  has  been  unwilling  to 
rely  upon  the  strength  of  his  subject,  an?  has 
therefore  determinea  to  make  the  measnre  a  pap - 
tj  qneetion.  Be  has  probably  seoured  success, 
mt  woold  it  not  have  been  more  honorable  and 
■man  mmunendable  to  have  left  the  deoinon  of 
a  great  eongtitntionsl  question  to  the  nnder- 
Btanding,  and  not  to  the  prdndices  of  the 
House?  It  was  my  ardent  wish  to  discum  the 
enbject  with  cahnneas  and  deliberation,  and  I 
did  intend  to  avoid  every  topic  which  ooold 


awaken  tlie  sensiUlity  of  party.  This  was  my 
temper  and  design  when  I  took  my  seat  yester- 
day. It  is  a  coarse  at  ^eeent  we  are  no  longer 
at  liberty  to  pursue.  The  gentleman  haa  wai^ 
dered  &r,  ¥017  &r,  from  the  points  of  the  debate^ 
and  has  extended  his  animadvertions  to  aD  the 
prominent  measorea  of  the  former  adminigtra- 
tiona.  In  following  him  thiongh  his  prdimi- 
nary  obeervatdoaa,'!  neceoBarilyl^  right  of  tlw 
bill  npim  yonr  table. 

The  mntleman  commenced  hia  strictures  with 
the  philoeophio  obaervatkiD,  that  It  was  the  fitte 
of  mankind  to  h(dd  dlfibrent  opintmu  as  to  tha 
form  ofgownmentirtiioh  was  pnfentlde.  That 
some  were  attached  to  Oie  monardtal,  wbUis 
others  thooght  the  lepobHcan  more  eligihle. 
This,  aa  an  abstract  remark,  la  oertalDly  tnie, 
and  oonid  have  fomJsbed  no  gronnd  of  ofibnoe^ 
if  it  had  not  evidently  appeared  that  an  alloslon 
was  designed  to  be  made  to  the  parties  in  tiiig 
connlry.  Does  the  gentleman  snppoae  that  we 
have  a  leaa  lively  recollection  than  himself  of 
the  oath  which  we  have  taken  to  sopport  the 
oonatitation;  that  we  are  less  sendble  of  the 

Suit  of  onr  Government,  or  less  devoted  to 
e  wishes  of  our  oonstitnentst  Whatever  in»< 
preedon  it  might  be  the  Intention  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  make,  be  does  not  believe  that  there 
exists  in  this  eonnby  an  anti-repnblioan  party. 
He  will  not  venture  to  assert  sach  aa  opinimt 
oa  the  floor  of  tUs  House.  That  there  may  be 
a  fow  individuals  having  a  preference  tat  mon- 
arohy  is  not  improbable ;  bot  will  the  gentleman 
from  "Vli^nia,  or  any  other  gentleman,  afflrm, 
in  his  place,  that  there  ia  a  party  in  the  conntry 
who  wish  to  establish  a  monart^yf  Insbma- 
tions  of  this  sort  bdong  not  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  Union.  Their  place  is  an  election  gronnd 
or  an  alehouse.  Witiiin  these  walls  they  are 
lost ;  abroad,  they  have  an  effect,  aud  I  fear  are 
still  capable  irf  abusing  the  popular  credulity. 

We  were  next  told  of  the  parties  whioh  have 
existed!,  divided  by  the  opposite  views  of  pro- 
moting the  Executive  power  and  gnarding  the 
ri^ts  of  the  people.  The  gentleman  did  not 
tell  na  in  {d^  language,  but  he  wished  ft  to 
be  understood,  that  he  and  his  friends  were  the 
guardians  of  the  people's  rights,  and  that  w» 
)  the  advocates  of  Executive  power. 

_  know  that  uiia  is  the  distinction  of  parlj 
which  some  gentiemen  have  been  anxious  to 
establish ;  hut  this  is  not  the  ground  on  which 
we  divide.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  oonstitQ- 
titmal  powers  of  the  Executive,  and  never 
wished  nor  attempted  to  increase  them ;  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  ever  had  a  serious  apprehenaitat 
of  danger  from  an  increase  of  Executive  an- 
thority.  No,  sir,  our  views  as  to  the  powera 
which  do  and  ought  to  belong  to  the  General 
and  State  Govermnenta,  are  the  true  sourcte 
*  onr  divisions.  I  oo-operate  with  the  par^ 
_,  which  I  am  attached,  because  I  believe  didr 
true  object  and  end,  is  an  honest  and  effldent 
irapport  of  the  General  Government^  in  Uie  ex- 
ercise Of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  oonstitntion. 
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I  pray  to  God  I  may  be  mistaken  in  the  opin- 
loQ  I  entertain  as  to  the  designs  of  gentlemen 
to  whom  I  am  opposed.  Those  deeigns  I  be- 
lieve hostile  to  the  powers  of  thU  GoTeniment. 
State  pride  eitiogoisLaB  a  national  sentiment. 
Whatever  is  taken  from  this  Government  is 
given  to  the  8titt«a. 

The  rains  of  this  Government  a^randij»  the 
States.  There  are  States  whidi  are  too  prond 
to  be  controlled ;  whose  nense  of  greatneH  and 
Twoaroe  renders  them  indifibrent  to  oar  proteo- 
tion,  and  iodaoes  a  belief,  that  if  no  General  Qov- 
emment  existed,  their  infiaence  woold  be  more 
ezten^ve,  and  their  importance  more  oonapion- 
ona.  There  are  gentlemen  who  make  no  secret 
of  an  extreme  pmnt  of  depreaaion,  to  which  the 
Government  is  to  b^  sank.  To  that  point  we 
are  rapidly  pn^cresnng.  Bot  I  wonld  beg 
gmtlemen  to  remember,  that  hmnaii  afbirs  are 
not  to  be  arrested  in  their  conrae,  at  artifiolal 
points.  The  impnlse  now  given  may  be  aooele- 
rated  bv  canaes  at  present  oat  of  view.  And 
when  those  who  now  design  well,  wish  to  stop, 
they  may  find  their  powers  onable  to  redst  the 
torrent.  It  is  not  tme  that  we  ever  wished  to 
rke  a  dangerous  sb«ngth  to  Ezeoative  power, 
Wtiile  the  Government  vaa  In  oar  hands,  it  was 
onr  dnty  to  mainfajn  its  oonstitatjixial  balanoe^ 
by  preserving  the  energies  of  ewdi  branch. 
There  never  was  an  attempt  to  vary  the  rela- 
tion of  ite  powers.  The  strogg^  was  to  main- 
tain the  conatttntional  powers  «r  the  ExeontlTe. 
The  wild  principles  of  French  liber^  wen 
Boattered  ihroagh  the  conn^.  We  had  onr 
Jacobins  and  disonninizers.  'niey  saw  no  dif- 
ferenoe  between  a  King  and  a  Premdent.  and  as 
the  people  of  Franoe  1^  pnt  down  their  King, 
they  thonght  the  people  of  Amerioa  oaght  to 
pat  down  th^  Prerideot  They  who  consid- 
ered the  oonatitntiaa  as  sectring  all  the  priaoi- 
pleeoTn^iMMl  and  practical  liberty,  who  were 
vnwilUng  to  embark  npon  the  tempeatooos  sea 
ot  revolotion,  in  pnmut  of  visional?  schemes, 
were  denonnoed  as  monarohiats.  A  line  was 
drawn  between  tba  Government  and  the  people 
and  the  friends  of  the  Government  were  marted 
as  the  enenues  of  the  people.  1  hope,  however, 
that  the  Government  and  the  people  are  now 
theaame;  and  I  pray  to  God  that  what  has  been 
frequently  remarked  may  not  in  this  ease  be 
discovered  to  be  true,  that  they  who  have  the 
name  of  people  the  meet  often  in  their  months, 
have  their  true  interesta  the  moet  seldom  at 
their  hearts 

The  honorable  gentleman  f^om  Virginia  wan- 
dered to  the  very  confines  of  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration, in  search  of  materials  the  most  in- 
flammable and  moBt  capaUe  of  kindling  the  pas- 
^na  of  his  party. 

He  represents  the  Government  aa  skiing  the 
fliM  moment  which  presented  itself  to  create  a 
dependent  moneyed  interest,  ever  devoted  to  ite 
Tlews.  What  are  we  to  nndeivtand  by  this  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  I  Does  he  mean  to  say 
that  Oongrees  did  wrong  in  fouding  the  pnli- 
Uo  debt  I     Does  he  mean  to  say  that  the 


price  of  onr  liberty  and  independence  ongbt 
not  to  have  been  paidt  Is  he  bold  enon^ 
to  denounce  this  measure  aa  one  of  the  Federal 
victims  marked  for  destruction  t  Is  it  the  de- 
agn  to  tell  as  that  its  day  has  not  vet  oonae,  bat 
is  approaching ;  and  that  the  fbnmng  system  is 
to  add  to  the  pile  of  Federal  rnina  t  Do  I  hear 
the  gMitleman  say  we  will  reduce  the  army  to 
'    '  willgive  the  navy  to  the  worms; 


I  shadow ; 


ty,  we  will  abolish ;  the  revenue  shall  deprad 
upon  the  winds  md  waves;  Uie  Judges  shiul  be 
made  our  creatures,  and  the  great  work  rtiall 
be  crowned  and  consecrated  by  relieving  the 
country  from  an  odions  and  oppresnve  pnblia 


ate™,! 
I.    The 


.  progreMion. 

Lch,  and  feel 
inoreasee  he  will  proceed,  and  the  moment  01 
delirium  will  be  aeued  to  finish  the  great  work 
of  desls'uotion. 

The  MBomption  of  the  State  debts  has  been 
made  an  article  of  distinct  criminatira.  It  has 
been  ascribed  to  the  worat  ciotivea— to  a  dcMgn 
of  increasing  a  dependent  moneved  intNWt  U 
it  not  weD  known  that  those  deSta  w««  part  of 
the  price  cit  our  Revolation  t  That  th^  roae 
in  the  e^igtmcy  of  our  affidn,  frun  the  ettorta 
of  the  partioular  States  at  lamea  whoi  the  Fe- 
deral arm  could  not  be  extended  to  their  rdieft 
Eaob  State  was  entitled  to  the  protection  oftbe 
Union,  the  defenoe  was  a  oommon  bnrdeiL  and 
every  State  had  a  right  to  eneot  that  the  ex- 
penses attending  Itn  individoal  exertiona  in  the 
general  caus^  would  be  reimburaed  from  the 
pnblio  parse.  I  stuiU  be  permitted  further  to 
add,  that  the  United  Statea,  having  aboorbed 
the  sources  of  Stat«  revenue,  exoqtt  direct  tax- 
ation, which  waa  required  tar  the  aopMrt  ct 
the  State  government^  the  asnmption  <a  then 
debt;  was  neoesaary  to  save  scoue  of  the  Statai 
from  bankruptcy. 

The  internal  taxes  are  made  one  of  the  oriiHa 
of  the  Federal  Administration.  They  wci«  im- 
poeed,  says  the  gentleman,  to  create  a  host  of 
dependents  on  Executive  favor.  This .  snppoaaa 
the  post  administrations  to  have  been  not  tmly 
very  wicked,  but  very  weak.  They  Ud  taxes 
in  order  to  strengthen  their  inflnenoa.  Who  is 
BO  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that  the  impoNlioa 
of  a  tax  would  create  a  hondred  enenues  for 
onefriend?  The  nameof  exeiBe  waa  odions; 
the  details  of  oolleotion  were  nnav<nd^dy  ex- 
pensive, and  it  waa  to  operate  npon>  a  part  ol 
the  commonlty  least  dimosed  to  snMMrt  poUie 
burdens,  and  moat  reac^  to  oompUn  cr  ft<ir 
weight,  A  Uttlee^erienee  win  give  the  gentle- 
man a  new  idea  of  tne  patronage  of  tUa  Gvvtn- 
ment.  He  vrill  Snd  it  not  that  daageroai 
weapon  in  the  handa  ot  the  Bdminirtraiina 
which  he  has  heretofbte  soi^ioeedit;  he  will 
probably"  discover  that  the  pdson  ia  a 
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ten  active  enemiM.  No  I  The  motivs  ucribed 
for  the  imporidon  of  Uie  intornsl  taxes  U  as  on- 
founded  as  it  is  unoharltable.  Th«  Federal  Ad- 
mitiistration,  in  creating  bnrdeus  to  sapport  the 
credit  of  the  nation,  and  to  supply  the  means  of 
ite  protection,  knew  that  they  rhiked  the  fbvor 
of  those  npon  whom  their  power  depended. 
ThtiT  were  wiUlog  to  be  the  Tiotims  when  the 
pnbUo  Mod  required. 

The  auliw  on  importa  and  toimsg«  fbrnished 
a  preorioDS  reTenn»— a  rerenne  at  all  times 
azpoaed  to  defldenoT,  troia  oansea  beyond  our 
reach.  Hie  int«mal  taxes  ofibred  a  fiiud  lees 
liable  to  be  impaired  by  accident — a  fhnd  which 
HA  not  rob  the  month  of  labor,  bat  was  derived 
from  the  ffratiflcation  of  loxon-.  These  taxes 
srtt  ao  equitable  diatribation  of  the  publio  bur- 
dens. Tbrongh  this  me^om  the  Western 
country  is  enabled  to  contribute  something  to 
the  expenses  of  a  Goveniment  which  has  ei- 
pendea  and  daily  expends  snoh  large  sums  for 
Its  defenoe.  When  these  taxes  were  Itud  they 
were  indiapensable.  With  the  aid  of  them  it 
bas  been  difficolt  to  prevent  an  increase  of  the 
pubDa  dabL  And  notwithstanding  the  fury 
prospects  which  now  daule  our  eyes,  I  onder- 
take  to  say,  if  yon  abolish  them  this  session, 
yoQ  will  be  obliged  t^  restore  them  or  supply 
their  place  byadireettaxbefbre  the  end  of  two 
years.  Will  the  gentleman  say,  tbat  the  direot 
tax  was  laid  in  order  to  enlarge  the  bounds  of 
patronage?  Will  he  deny  that  this  was  a  mea- 
sure to  which  we  had  been  nrged  for  yean  by  our 
adversaries,  because  tbej  foresaw  in  it  the  rain 
of  Federal  power?  li^  word  for  it,  no  admin- 
istration wul  Aver  be  strengthened  by  a  patron- 
age onlted  with  taxes  which  the  people  are 
•enslble  of  paying. 

We  wer«  next  told,  ibat  to  get  an  army  an 
Indian  war  was  necessary.  The  remark  was 
extremely  bald,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  allege  a  unde  reason  for  the  position.  He 
did  not  undertue  to  state  tbat  it  wag  a  wanton 
war,  or  provt^ed  by  the  Qovemment.  He  did 
not  even  venture  to  deny,  that  it  was  a  war  of 
drfenoe,  and  ent«red  into  in  order  to  protect 
onr  brethren  on  the  froutiers  from  the  bloody 
acalplng-knife  and  mnrderom  tomahawk  of  the 
sevagei.  What  ought  the  government  to  have 
done  ?  Ought  they  to  have  eethnated  the  valne 
of  the  blood  which  probably  would  be  shed,  and 
the  amount  of  the  devastation  likely  to  be  com- 
mitted before  they  determined  on  resistanoe? 
They  raised  an  army,  and  after  great  expense 
and  TariouB  fortnn&  they  have  secured  the  peace 
and  safoty  of  the  fronbere.  But  why  was  the 
army  mentioned  on  this  oocadon,  nnless  to  fore- 
warn OS  of  the  fbte  which  awaita  thMn,  and  to 
teQ  n*  that  their  days  are  nnmbered  t  I  cannot 
Boppoee  that  the  gentleman  mentioned  this  little 
army,  distributed  on  a  Una  of  three  thonsand 
n^ke,  for  the  purpose  of  ^ving  alarm  to  three 
hundred  t&ousend  free  and  brave  yeomanry, 
ever  ready  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the  oountry. 

The  honorable  gentleman  proceeded  to  in- 
form the  committee,  that  the  Qovarnmen^  avail- 


ing  itself  of  the  depredations  of  the  Algerinea, 
created  a  navy.  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to 
insinnnte,  that  this  war  was  invited  by  the 
United  States?  Hashe  any  documents  or  pnxtf 
to  reader  the  soeplcion  colorable  I  No,  sir,  be 
bae  none.  He  well  knows  that  the  Algerina 
aggressions  were  extremely  embBTTas!4ng  to  the 
Government.  When  they  commenced,  we  had 
no  marine  force  to  oppose  to  them.  We  had 
no  harbors  or  places  of  shelter  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. A  war  with  these  pirates  ooald  be  at- 
tended with  ndther  honor  nor  profit  It  might 
cost  a  great  deal  of  blood,  and  in  the  end  it 
might  be  feared  that  a  contest  so  far  fkim  home^ 
subject  to  nnmbertess  haKards  and  difficeltiee, 
conld  not  be  maintained.  What  wonld  gentle- 
men have  had  the  Government  to  do  ?  f  know 
there  are  tboee  who  are  ready  to  answer: 
abandon  the  Ueditarranean  trade.  But  would 
this  have  done?     The  corsairs  tihreatened  to 

Cs  the  BtraitB,  and  were  expected  in  the  At- 
tic.   Nay,  sir,  it  was  thought  that  oor  very 
coasts  wonld  not  have  been  eecnre. 

Will  gentlemen  go  farther,  and  say  that  the 
United  States  onght  to  relinquish  their  com-  * 
merce.  It  has  been  said  that  we  ought  to  be 
cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  make  the  nations 
of  Europe  OUT  carriers.  This  is  not  an  occaaon 
to  examine  the  solidity  of  this  opinion  ;  bnt  I 
will  only  ask,  admitting  the  administration 
were  disposed  to  turn  the  pursuits  of  the  people 
of  this  country  from  the  ocean  to  the  land, 
whether  there  is  a  power  in  the  Government, 
or  whether  there  wonld  be  if  we  were  as  strong 
asthe  Government  of  Turkey,  or  even  of  France, 
to  accomptish  the  olfject  t  With  a  sea-coast  of 
seventeen  hnudred  miles,  with  innomerable 
harbors  and  inlets,  with  a  people  enterprising 
beyond  example,  is  It  possible  to  say,  yon  will 
have  no  shipe  or  s^ore,  nor  merchants  ?  The 
people  o(  tola  country  will  never  consent  to 
give  np  th^  navigation,  and  every  administra- 
tion win  find  themeelvee  constrained  to  provide 
means  to  protect  their  commerce. 

In  respect  to  the  Algerinee,  the  late  admlnifi- 
tradon  were  singnlarly  unfortunate.  They 
ws^  obliged  to  fight  or  pay  them.  The  tme 
policy  was  to  hold  "  pnrse  in  one  hand  and  a 
sword  in  the  other,  liiis  was  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  Every  commercial  nation  in  En- 
rope  was  tribotary  to  those  petty  berbariana. 
It  was  not  esteemed  disgracefuL  It  was  an 
affair  of  calcnlatioa,  and  the  administradon 
made  the  best  bargdn  in  their  power.  They 
have  bei«tof(H%  been  soandalized  for  paying  trt- 
bate  to  a  pfavte,  and  now  they  are  criminated 
for  preparug  a  fow  friostes  to  proteot  our  citi- 
lena  from  slavery  and  onalns  I  Kr,Ibelleveon 
this  mA  many  other  oooarions,  if  the  finger  of 
Heaven  had  pointed  ont  a  conree,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment had  pursued  it,  yet  thiat  they  would 
not  have  escaped  the  oenaore  and  repnwches  of 
their  enenuee. 

We  were  told  that  the  disturbances  in  Europe 
were  made  a  pretext  for  augmenting  the  army 
andnavy.    I wiU not, Mr.  C '   ' ^ 
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go  into  a  detaiJed  view  of  the  eveats  whioh  com- 
pelled the  Government  to  put  on  the  armor  of 
flefenoe,  and  to  resist  by  foroe  the  French  ag- 
gressioDB.  All  the  world  know  the  efibrts  whicn 
were  liiade  to  aocompliah  an  amicable  adjngt- 
ment  of  differences  with  that  power.  It  is 
enough  to  state,  that  ambaseadors  of  peace  were 
twice  repelled  from  the  ehorea  of  IVance  with 
ignomiDy  and  oontempt.  It  is  enonsh  to  aay, 
tnat  it  was  not  till  after  we  had  dmnk  the  cop 
of  bamiliatioQ  to  tlie  dregs,  that  the  national 
spirit  was  roused  to  a  manlr  resolution,  to  depend 
only  on  tlieir  God  and  Uieir  own  conroge  for 
protection.  What,  nr,  did  it  grieve  the  gentle- 
man that  we  did  not  crooch  nnder  the  rod 
of  the  Uightj  Nation,  and,  like  the  petty 
powers  of  Europe,  tamely  sntrender  onr  inde- 
pendence ?  Would  he  have  had  the  people  bt 
the  United  Stat«s  relinqaiah  withoat  a  itniggle 
those  liberties  which  had  cost  90  mnch  blood 
and  treasure!  We  had  not,  dr,  recourse  to 
arms,  till  the  months  of  onr  rivers  were  choked 
with  E^nch  oorstdra ;  till  onr  shores,  and  eveir 
harbor,  were  insnlted  and  violated;  tiQ  bofr 
onr  commercial  capital  had  been  seized,  and  no 
safety  existed  for  tlie  remainder  bat  the  proteo- 
tion  of  force.  At  this  moment  a  noble  enthn- 
Eiasm  electrized  the  country ;  the  natjonal  pnbK 
beat  high,  and  we  were  prepared  to  sabmit  to 
eveiT  sacrifice,  determined  only  that  onr  inde- 
pendence ahoold  be  the  last.  At  Ihst  time  an 
American  was  a  prond  name  in  £arope ;  bnt  I 
tear,  mnch  I  fear,  that  in  the  course  we  are  now 
likely  to  pnrsae,  the  time  will  soon  arrive  when 
onr  citizens  abroad  will  be  ashamed  to  acknow* 
ledm  their  ooontry. 

The  measQree  of  17B8  grew  out  at  the  pnblio 
feelings;  l^ey  were  loudly  demanded  by  the 
psblio  voice.  It  was  the  people  who  drove  the 
Government  to  arms,  and  not  (as  the  gentieman 
expressed  it)  the  Government  which  pnshed  the 
people  to  the  X,  T,  Z  of  the  political  dedgna 
Wore  they  nnderstood  the  A,  B,  0  of  their 
political  principles. 

Bat  what,  sir,  did  the  gentieman  mean  b;f  his 
X,  7,  Z  ?  I  most  look  for  something  veiy  Mgni- 
fiout— Bomething  more  than  a  qoalntoeea  of  ex- 
prMsioo,  or  a  play  imon  word^in  what  fbUs 
from  a  gmdeman  of  Us  leaning  and  ability. 
IKd  be  mean  that  tiie  dimtohea  which  oon- 
tidned  tiiose  letters  were  Impostnree,  dceigiied 
to  decdve  and  mislead  the  peole  of  America — 
intended  to  ronae  a  false  q;>int  not  Justified  by 
events )  Tfaoogh  the  gentleman  had  no  req>eot 
for  some  of  the  characters  of  that  embaky ; 
though  be  felt  no  respect  for  the  Chief  Joatioe, 
or  the  gentieman  appointed  from  Booth  Oarotina 
—two  oharaotera  as  pure,  as  honorable,  as  ex- 
alted, as  any  the  conntry  can  boast  of — yet  I 
should  have  expected  that  he  would  have  felt 
tome  tenderness  for  Hi.  Gerry,  in  whom  his 
party  had  since  given  proo&  of  undiminished 
eonfldence.  Does  the  gentleman  believe  that 
Hr.  Gerry  would  have  Joined  in  the  deception, 
■nd  aansted  in  fabricating  a  tale  which  was  to 
Uind  his  countrymen,  and  to  enable  the  Govern- 


ment to  destroy  their  liberties!  Sir,  I  will  not 
avail  myself  of  the  equivocations  or  oonfesrioiu ' 
of  Talleyrand  himself;  I  say  these  genUemea 
will  not  dare  publicly  to  deny  what  is  atlesUd 
by  the  hand  and  seal  of  Hr.  Gerry. 

The  troth  of  these  deepatfhea  adnutled,  whit 
was  your  Government  to  do  t  Give  ua,  uj  tbe 
Directory,  1,300,000  livrea  for  onr  own  pnrae, 
and  purchase  $16,000,000  of  Dntcb  debt,  {whicii 
was  worth  nothing,)  and  we  wHI  reoeire  you 
Ministers,  and  negodate  for  peace. 

It  was  only  left  to  the  Qovemment  to  dmoM 
between  an  oncon^tional  eurrender  of  the  boom 
and  independence  of  the  ooDntry,  or  a  muly 
reastance.  Can  you  blame,  sir,  the  Adndidstn- 
tion  for  a  line  of  oondnot  which  has  reflected  OB 
the  nation  so  mach  honor,  and  to  which,  undtr 
God,  it  owes  its  i^esent  prosperity  t 

These  are  the  events  of  the  General  Gonm- 
ment  which  tiie  gentlNuan  haa  reviewed  in  ne- 
ceesion,  and  endeavored  to  raider  odiona  or  g» 
pidons.  .  For  all  this  I  conld  have  for^vts  hia, 
bnt  there  is  one  thing  for  which  I  wiB  act,  I 
cannot  for^ve  him — I  mean  this  attempt  tedo- 
tnrb  the  adies  of  the  dead ;  to  disturb  the  Hbee 
of  the  great  and  good  WABHOiSTOirl  fir,  1 
might  degrade  by  attempting  to  eologin  tUi 
illustrious  character.  The  work  is  in&oitelr  be- 
yond my  powers.  I  will  only  asy,  that  m  Kag 
as  exalted  tnlente  and  virtues  oodAt  booot 
among  men,  the  name  of  WasBmsios  will  be 
held  in  veneration. 

After,  Hr.  Chairman,  the  bonorabh  msnibw 
had  exhausted  one  quiver  of  airows  agiiiHt  ibi 
late   Executive,  he   opened   another,  eoiuJI; 


sir,  that  ,v 

was  rwidly  passing  from  Federal  hands— after 
we  had  beard  the  tbnndering  vmoe  ctf  tbe  peo- 
ple wluch  diamiased  qb  from  their  swtoe— we 
erected  a  Judiciary,  wbioh  we  expected  #hiU 
affbrd  ua  the  shelter  of  an  inviolable  moiturj. 
The  gentieman  is  decdved.  Tfe  knew  betttf, 
sir,  the  characters  who  were  to  succeed  vt,  km 
we  knew  that  nothing  was  sacred  in  tbs  ey»  " 
iufldela.  No,  sir,  I  never  had  a  ihoo^t  Hut 
any  thing  belonging  to  the  Federal  Govonmnt 
was  holy  in  the  eyes  of  these  gentlanen.  I 
could  never,  therefcffe,  imagine  that  a  sanetuv 
could  be  built  up  wbioh  would  not  be  vklsUd. 
I  believe  these  gentlemen  regard  pubfieniiiiuinr 
beoaoae  tbdr  power  dapenda  upon  it;  bult^ 


lieve  they  repeat  no  existing  MtabMiwat  if 
the  Government ;  and  if  pnldie  oplniui  vm 
be  brought  to  snpport  than,  I  have  no  doubt 
they  wtmld  annihuate  the  whole.  I  *h*Q  <t 
present  only  say  ftarther,  on  tlus  head,  that  w* 
thought  the  reorganisation  rf  the  Jodidal  sp- 
tem  a  usefol  measure,  and  we  oonetder  it  u  a 
daty  to  employ  the  remnant  of  ourpowsr  totw 
beet  advantage  of  onr  oonntiy. 

The  honorable  gentieman  exptessed  his  m 
that  the  constitution  bad  at  last  become  wnd 
in  onr  eyes:  that  we  fi>nnerW  held  that  it  nietft 
every  thing  or  notlnng.  I  bBliev&  rir,  that  the 
ocHiBtitation  formarljr  appeared  dinnot  ia  (W 
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cjcB  Tmm  what  it  u^ears  fai  the  ejes  of  the 
dotnlnant  party.  We  &snaeAy  mw  in  it  the 
principles  of  a  fiur  and  goodlj  creatitm.  We 
looked  npon  it  aa  a  sonrce  of  peace,  of  safetj,  of 
honor,  and  of  prosperitj  to  the  oonntry.  Bnt 
now  the  view  ia  changed ;  it  la  the  InBtmioent 
of  wild  and  dark  destmotion ;  it  is  a  weapon 
which  18  to  proetrate  ever;  establishment  to 
wliich  the  nation  owes  the  aoeianipled  hiesringa 
which  it  e^jojB, 

The  present  state  of  the  ooontiy  is  an  nnan- 
■werable  ooinmentary  npon  onr  constraotion  of 
the  constitution.  It  is  trae  that  we  made  it 
mean  mach;  and  hope,  air,  we  shall  not  be 
tanght  by  the  present  Administration  that  it 
can  mean  even  worse  than  nothing. 

llie  gentleman  has  not  oonflned  hia  onimadver- 
dons  to  the  individual  establishment,  bat  has 
gone  so  fiir  as  to  moke  the  judges  the  anhjeot  of 
personal  invective.  Thej  have  been  charged 
with  having  tranagreased  the  bonnds  of  Jodlcial 
doty,  and  become  the  apcetlee  of  a  political  sect. 
We  have  heard  of  thdr  travelling  atMot  the 
conntTT  fbr  little  other  pnrpose  than  to  preach 
the  Federal  doctrines  to  the  people. 

Sir,  I  think  a  jndge  should  never  !»  a  parti- 
aan.  No  man  wonld  be  more  ready  to  condemn 
a  jndge  who  carried  bis  political  nr^ndioes  or 
antipathies  on  the  beDoh.  But  I  have  still  to 
leam  that  sach  a  charge  can  be  snstuned  against 
thejadg*'  of  the  United  States. 

llie  constltnlion  ta  the  snpreme  law  of  the 
land,  and  thej  have  token  pi^ns,  in  their  chargea 
tA  grand  Jnriee,  to  nnfold  and  ezpMa  its  princi- 
plea.  Upon  similar  occasions  they  have  enn- 
tnerated  the  laws  which  compose  onr  criminal 
code,  and  when  some  of  those  laws  have  been 
denonnced  by  the  enemiea  of  the  Administration 
as  nlioonstitntional,  the  Jndgee  may  hare  felt 
themselvea  called  npon  to  expreea  their  jadg- 
ments  upon  that  point,  and  the  ftasons  of  their 
opinions. 

Bo  &r,  bnt  no  farther,  I  tielieve,  the  Jndgee 
have  gone.  In  going  thna  tax,  they  have  done 
nothing  more  than  fai  thfolly  dischar^  their  dnty. 

Bnt  i^  sir,  they  have  offended  agunst  the 
oonstitntion  or  laws  of  the  oonntry,  why  ore 
they  not  impeached  t  The  gentleman  now 
holds  the  sword  of  Justice.  The  jndges  are  not 
B  privileged  ord^;  they  have  no  shelter  but 
tlieir  innocence.  Bnt,  in  any  view,  are  the  diu 
of  the  former  Jndgee  to  be  fastened  npon  the 
tiew  Ju^cial  system!  Voald  yon  annihilate  a 
qystem,  beoanse  some  men  under  part  of  it  had 
acted  wrong  I  The  oonstitntion  has  pointed  ont 
a  mode  of  punishing  and  removing  the  men, 
and  doea  not  leave  this  miserable  pretext  fbr  the 
wanton  exeroiae  of  powers  which  Is  now  oon- 
t«m^ted. 

The  honorable  member  has  thought  himself 
fnsti&ed  in  making  a  charge  of  a  serions  and 
frig^tM  nature  against  thejndges.  They  have 
been  represented  going  abont  searching  ont  vic- 
tims of  the  SecUtion  law.  Bnt  no  fact  has  been 
Btat«d;  no  proof  has  been  adduced,  and  the 
gentlanun  must  exooae  nie  fbr  reftadng  my  be- 


lief to  the  charge,  till  it  is  snatnined  by  stronger 
and  better  ground  than  assertion. 

If,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  eyes  of  the 
genllemen  are  delighted  with  victims,  if  ol^td 
of  misery  are  grateful  to  his  feelings,  let  me 
turn  his  view  from  the  walks  of  the  Judges  to 
the  track  of  the  present  Executive.  It  is  In 
this  path  we  see  the  real  victims  of  stern,  un- 
charitable, unrelenting  power.  It  is  here,  mr, 
we  see  the  soldier  who  fought  the  battlee  of  the 
Revolution,  who  spilt  his  blood  and  wasted  his 
strength  to  establish  the  independence  of  his 
country,  deprived  of  the  reword  of  his  servioea, 
and  left  to  pine  in  pennry  and  wretchedness.  It 
is  along  this  path  that  vou  may  see  helplen 
children  crying  for  bread,  and  grav  hain  sink* 
!ng  in  sorrow  to  the  grave !  It  is  here  that  no 
-Innocence,  no  merit,  no  truth,  no  servioea.  can 
save  the  unhappy  sectary  who  does  not  bdieve 
in  the  creed  m  those  in  power.  I  have  been 
fbrced  upon  this  antject,  and  1>ef6re  I  leave  It, 
allow  me  to  remark,  that  without  inquiring  into 
the  right  of  the  Prudent  to  make  vaoandes  is 
office  daring  the  recees  of  the  Senate,  bnt  ad- 
mitting the  power  to  exist,  yet  that  it  nev^ 
was  given  by  the  constitution  to  enable  the 
Ctiief  Magistrate  to  punish  the  insulta,  to  re- 
venge the  wrongs,  or  to  indulge  the  antipathiee 
of  the  man.  If  the  discretion  exists,  I  hare  no 
heaitation  in  saying  that  it  is  oboaed  when  eier- 
deed  from  any  other  motives  than  the  public 
good.  And  when  I  see  the  will  of  a  Pre«deDt 
from  office  men  of  probity,  know- 


imptoint,  I  consider  it  as  a  wanton  ai 
dangerous  abase  of  power.    Ani  when  I  see 
men  who  have  been  uie  victims  of  this  abnse  d 
power,  Iview  them  as  the  proper  oliJeatBC^  na- 
tional sympaUiy  and  oomnuseration. 

Among  the  causes  of  impeachment  agtdnst  the 
Judges,  is  their  attempt  to  niroe  the  sovereignties 
of  the  States  to  how  before  them.  We  have 
heard  them  called  an  ambitions  body  politic; 
and  the  fliot  I  allude  ta  has  been  considered  aa 
fall  proof  of  the  inordinate  ambition  of  the  body. 

Allow  me  to  say,  sir  the  gentieman  knows 
too  much  not  to  know  that  the  Jndges  are  not  a 
body  politic.  He  supposed,  peniaps,  there  waa 
an  odiom  attached  to  the  appellation,  which  it 
might  aerva  his  purposes  to  coimect  with  the 
JncTgee.  But,  sir,  how' do  you  derive  ony  evi- 
dence of  the  ambition  of  tiie  jadgee  from  their 
decision  that  the  Statea  under  onr  Federal  com- 
pact were  compellable  to  do  justice  ?  Can  it  be 
shown,  or  even  said,  that  the  Judgment  of  the 
Donrt  waa  a  &lse  constmotion  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion ?  The  policy  of  later  times  on  this  point 
has  altered  the  constitution,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
has  obliterated  its  faireet  features.  I  am  taught 
by  my  principles  that  no  power  ought  to  be  sa* 
perior  to  Justice.  It  is  not  that  I  wish  to 
see  the  States  humbled  in  dost  and  ashes ;  it  la 
not  that  I  wish  to  see  the  pride  of  any  mas 
flattered  by  th^  degradation ;  but  It  ia  that  I 
wish  to  see  the  great  and  the  small,  the  sovereigD 
and  the  Bu^tject^  bow  at  the  altar  of  jnitiM, 
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tind  gnbinit  to  tluwe  obligstioiu  from  which  the 
Deitr  himself  ia  not  exempt.  Wh&t  woa  the 
effect  of  this  pronnon  in  the  oonetitntion  t  It 
^irevented  the  States  b^ng  the  Judges  in  their 
own  oaose,  tmd  deprived  them  of  the  powet"  of 
denying  justice.  Is  there  a  principle  of  ethica 
inore  clear  than  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  a 
Judge  in  his  own  cause,  and  la  not  the  principle 
eqnally  strong  when  applied  not  to  one  man  bnt 
to  a  collective  bod;  t  It  was  the  happinesof 
onr  situation  which  enabled  ns  to  force  the 
greatest  State  to  snbmit  to  the  joke  of  Jnatioe, 
and  it  would  have  been  the  glory  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  remotest  times,  if  the  principle  in  the 
constitution  had  been  maintained.  What  had 
the  States  to  dread  t  Oonid  they  fear  tqjnstioe 
when  opposed  to  a  feeble  individual  1  Has  a 
ip^at  man  reason  to  fear  from  a  poor  one !  And 
could  a  potent  State  be  alarmed  by  the  an- 
fonndad  clum  of  a  single  person  t  For  my  part 
I  have  always  thongnt  that  an  indepeaaent 
tribunal  ooght  to  be  provided  to  Judge  on  the 
claims  against  this  Government,  The  power 
oagbt  not  to  be  in  onr  own  handa.  Ve  are  not 
Impartial,  and  are  therefore  Uable,  without  our 
knowledge,  to  do  wrong.  I  never  could  see 
'why  the  whole  oommmiity  shoald  not  be  bonnd 
by  as  strong  an  obligation  to  do  Jnatioe  to  an  in- 
^vidual,  as  one  man  b  bound  to  do  it  to  an- 
other. 

In  England  the  snbject  has  a  better  chance 
for  justice  against  the  Sovereign  than  in  this 
conntry  a  citizen  has  against  a  State.  The 
Grown  is  never  its  own  arbiter,  and  they  who 
■it  in  Judgment  have  no  interest  in  the  event 
of  th^  deciaioh. 


have  been  chareed  with  searching  for  victims 
who  were  Baorifiwd  under  it.  The-  charge  is 
oafflly  made,  lint  has  the  gentieman  the  means 
of  supporting  itt  It  was  the  evident  dedan  of 
the  gentieman  to  attach  the  odium  of  the  Sedi- 
tion law  to  the  Jadiciary;  on  this  score  the 
Indges  are  sniely  innocent.  They  did  not  pass 
the  act;  tiie  Legislatnre  made  the  law,  and 
they  were  obliged  by  th^  oaths  to  execute  it. 
The  Judges  decided  the  law  to  be  constitutional, 
and  I  am  not  now  going  to  agitate  the  qneation, 
I  did  hope,  when  the  law  passed,  that  its  efiiaot 
would  be  osefnl.  It  did  not  touch  the  freedom 
d  q)eech,  and  was  designed  only  to  restrtun  the 
enormous  abosee  of  the  press.  It  went  no 
fiulhcr  than  to  punish  maiioions  falsehoods, 
pablisbed  with  the  wicked  intention  of  destroy- 
ing the  Qovemment.  No  innocent  man  ever 
did  or  ooold  have  suffered  under  the  law.  No 
punishment  could  be  inflicted  till  a  Juiy  was 
satisfied  that  a  publication  was  &lBe,  and  that 
the  party  charged,  knowing  it  to  be  false,  had 
published  it  witii  on  evil  design. 

The  misoondnot  of  the  judges,  however,  on 
this  subject,  has  been  considered  b^  the  gentle- 
man the  more  aggravated,  by  an  attempt  to  ex- 
tend the  prinoiplee  of  the  Sedition  act,  by  an 
Adoption  of  those  of  the  common  law.    Con- 


nected with  this  soljieot,  sadi  an  attempt  wm 
never  made  by  the  Judges  They  have  held, 
generally,  that  Qie  Constitution  of  the  TJoitcd 
States  was  predicated  upon  an  existing  comnni 
law,  Of  the  Bonnduees  of  that  opinion,  I  nevtr 
had  a  doubt.  I  should  scu  '  - '  ' 
I  to  say,  that,  stripped  o 
there  wonld  be  n^thw  oi 
emment.  The  oonstitntion  is  iininldligiUe 
without  reference  to  the  common  law.  And 
were  we  to  go  into  our  courts  of  justice  viih 
the  mere  statutes  of  the  United  States,  sot  a 
step  oonld  be  taken,  not  even  a  ooolempt  could 
be  punished.  Those  statutes  prescribe  ae  fonns 
ofpleadings;  they  oontun  no  prinoiplcsofen- 
dence ;  they  fkrmsh  no  rule  of  property.  If 
the  common  law  does  not  exist  in  most  ossn, 
there  is  no  law  but  the  willof  thejodge. 

I  have  never  contended  that  the  wh^  of  the 
common  law  attaohctl  to  the  constitation,  but 
only  snch  parte  as  were  «.  Awnutt  to  the  natnr* 
and  spirit  of  onr  Government  Ve  have  ooth- 
ing  to  do  with  the  law  of-the  Eoolerisatfcal  Es- 
tablishment, nor  with  (my  prinoplettf  moaucb- 
ical  t«ndoncy.  What  belonga  to  lu^  and  whit 
is  unsuitable,  is  a  question  for  the  sound  diaere- 
tion  of  the  Judges.  The  principle  is  aoalonm 
to  one  which  is  fonnd  in  the  writings  of  all  ju- 
rists and  commentators.  When  a  oolony  b 
planted,  it  is  established  enl^eot  to  such  puts 
of  the  law  of  the  mother  country  as  sA  sppU- 
cable  to  its  situation.  When  our  fbrdsthtn 
colonized  the  wildemeea  of  Ameries,  tbef 
brought  with  them  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land. They  claimed  it  as  their  birthright,  ud 
they  left  it  as  the  most  valuable  inberilaitM  to 
their  children.  Let  me  taj,  that  this  mum 
common  law,  now  so  much  despised  and  Tib- 
fled,  is  the  cradle  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
which  we  now  ei^oy.  It  is  to  the  oommoa  tev 
we  owe  our  disUnction  from  the  ocdonisfa  cf 
France,  of  Portugal,  and  of  Spain.  Howloiig 
is  it  since  we  have  disoorereid  tlie  Dulignul 
qualities  which  are  now  asoribed  tothisliv) 
Is  there  a  State  in  the  Union  which  hsi  aot 
adopted  it,  and  in  whioh  it  is  not  in  feme  I 
Why  is  it  refused  to  the  Federal  Oonstitutica) 
Upon  the  same  principle  that  every  pawer  ii 
denied  whioh  tends  to  invigorate  the  Govaii- 
ment.  Without  this  law  the  constitution  be- 
oomeo,  what  perhaps  many  gentlenien  wi^  to 

e  it,  a  dead  letter. 

For  ten  yean  it  has , been  the  doctrine  of  oor 

lurts,  that  the  common  law  was  m  font,  ml 
yet  can  gentlemen  say,  that  there  has  beeo  i 
victim  wno  baa  suffered  under  itt  H«ny  hais 
experienced  its  protection,  none  can  oomplua 
of  its  oppreauon. 

In  ot^er  to  demonstrate  the  aq>iring  imbiiica 
of  this  body  politic,  the  Jodidary,  the  bonott- 
ble  gentieman  stated  with  much  emphitii  sud 
feelmg  that  thejudges  had  been  htrij  coongh 
to  send  their  mandate  into  the  ExecutiTa  nU- 
neL  Was  the  gentleman,  sir,  •equainled  'it^ 
the  &ct  when  he  made  this  statement  t  It  din 
fers  essentially  from  what  I  know  I  hare  beud 
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npoD  th«  enltjMt  I  ahall  be  illowed  to  Btate 
the&et. 

Several  oommisdoiis  hod  been  made  ont  \>j 
the  late  Administntion  for  jnatioeB  of  the  peace 
of  this  Twiitory.  The  oommiaBions  were  com- 
plete^ thef  were  etgned  end  sealed,  and  left 
with  the  clerks  c€  the  office  of  State  to  be 
bandod  to  the  personi  qtpointed.  The  aew 
Admintotration  lonnd  them  on  the  Oln'k'a  table, 
and  thought  proper  to  withhold  them.  Theee 
officera  aro  not  dependent  on  the  .will  of  Qia 
President.  The  penone  named  in  the  oommia- 
■ons  oonaideTed  that  thfflr  appointments  were 
eomplete^  and  that  the  detention  of  their  oom- 
rainons  was  a  wrong,  and  not  Justified  bj  the 
legitimate  nuthoritr  of  the  Eseoative.  They 
utplied  to  the  finpreme  Oonrt  for  a  rnle  upon 
the  SecretaiT  ot  State,  to  ehow  conse  why  a 

IjTHn^afnna  ahonld   not  iflBOe,  ftrgwTniinitinff    mm 

to  deliver  np  the  commisdons.  Let  me  tSk,  sir, 
what  conld  the  Judges  do )  The  role  to  show 
oanee  was  a  mattar  M  oonrse  npoo  a  new  pcrfnt, 
at  least  donbtfnl.  To  hare  denied  it,  would 
hare  been  to  shot  tJie  doors  of  jnstjoe  agi^nst 
the  partiee.  It  oooolodee  nothing,  neither  the 
jnrisdictioii  nor  the  regularity  of  the  act.  The 
jodgea  did  tiieir  doty  \  they  gave  an  honorable 
proof  of  their  fndependenoe.  They  listened  to 
the  ooraplaint  of  so  individnal  against  joar 
Preeident,  and  have  shown  themselves  disposed 
to  grant  redress  agunet  the  greatest  man  in 
the  QoTemment.  If  a  wrong  has  been  com- 
mitted, and  the  (Kwstitation  snthorizes  their  in- 
terfravnce,  will  gentlemen  gay  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  or'  even  the  Preudent,  is  not 
snttJect  to  law!  And  if  they  violate  the  law,. 
where  can  we  apply  for  redress  but  to  onr 
courts  of  Jostice?  Bnt,  sir,  it  is  not  tnie  that 
the  Judges  iasaed  their  mandate  to  the  Ezeon- 
tire ;  they  have  only  called  apon  the  Secretary 
at  State  to  show  them  that  what  he  has  done  is 
right.  It  is  bnt  an  incipient  proceeding  which 
decades  nothing. 

To  show  the  inexpedient^  of  the  present  bill, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  prove  the  ezpedienoy  of  the 

{Ddi<M  law  of  the  last  seauon.  In  doing  this 
t  win  be  neoeesary  to  take  a  view  of  the  lesd- 
In^  festnree  of  the  pre-existing  ^etem,  to  in- 

rre  into  its  defecte,  and  to  examine  how  &r 
evils  complained  of  were  remedied  by  the 
provinons  of  the  late  act.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  former  sys- 
ton ;  it  can  be  neoeeeai^  only  to  state  so  mnoh 


pai^  aconrtof  appellate  Jorisdiotion.  This 
du  great  national  oonrt  of  dernier  resort.  Be- 
fore this  tribnnal,  questions  of  onlimited  magni- 
tnde  and  consequence,  both  of  a  civil  and  polit- 
ical natnre,  received  their  final  decision ;  and  I 
may  be  allowed  to  call  it  the  national  cmcible 
ot  Joatiee,  in  which  the  Judgments  of  inferior 
eonrta  were  to  be  reduced  to  their  ijements  and 
deansed  from  every  imparity.  There  was  a 
CSronit  Oonrt,  composed  In  each  distiiot'  (^  a 


lodge  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  and  the  district 
Indge.  This  was  the  chief  court  of  buMnesg 
bol£  of  a  dvil  and  criminal  natnre. 

In  each  district  a  ootirt  was  established  &x 
sffiiirs  of  revenue,  and  of  admiralty  and  marf- 
tdme  Jnrisdiction.  It  is  not  neoesMry  for  the 
purposes  of  the  present  argument  to  give  a 
—  re  extensive  oatline  of  the  (bnner  plan  of 
'  Jadidary.  Ve  discover  that  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Ocurt,  In  ccnsei^ence  of  their 
oompcdng  a  part  .f  the  circuit  oonrts,  were 
obliged  to  travel  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other  of  this  extensive  oonntry.  In  order  to  be 
in  the  oonrt-house  two  months  in  the  year  they 
I  forced  to  be  upon  the  road  six.    The  Sn- 

treme  Court  being  the  court  of  last  resortf 
aving  final  Jurisdiction  over  queetions  of  incal- 
culable fanpOTtanee,  ought  oHIainly  to  be  filled 


anion  of  these  qualities  is  nreW,  very  rarely 
found  ii)  men  who  have  not  psssed  the  meridiaii 
oflifb.  Vy  Lord  Ooke  tells  us  no  man  ii  fit  to 
be  a  Jndge  until  he  has  numbered  the  Incnbra- 
tions  of  twenty  years.  Hen  of  stadiotu  habita 
are  seldom  men  of  strong  bodies.  In  the  oonree 
of  things  it  could  not  be  expected  that  men  fit 
to  be  Judges  of  yoor  Supreme  Courts  would  be 
men  ciqiable  of  traversing  the  monntaios  and 
wildernesses  of  this  extensive  oonntry  t  Itwas 
an  essential  and  great  defect  in  this  court,  that 
it  required  in  men  the  combination  of  qoalitJee, 
which  it  is  a  phenomenon  to  find  united.  It  re> 
qnired  that  they  shanld  possess  the  learning  and 
experience  of  years  and  the  strength  and  activ- 
ity of  youth.  I  may  say  further,  Hr.  Chairman, 
that  this  court,  from  its  constitatjon,  teoded  to 
deterioration  and  not  to  improvfflnent.  Tour 
judges,  instead  of  beiitg  in  their  closets  and  in- 
creasing by  reflection  and  study  their  stock  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  had  not  even  the  meana 
of  repairing  the  ordinary  waste  of  time.  In- 
stead of  beooming  more  learned  and  more  data- 
ble, they  woold  gradually  lose  the  fhiits  of  their 
former  iudostry.  Let  me  ask  if  this  was  not  a 
vicious  oonstmctton  of  a  court  of  the  highest 
authority  and  greatest  importance  in  the  nationt 
In  a  court  from  which  no  one  had  an  appeal 
and  to  whom  it  belonged  to  establish  the  lead- 
ing priooiples  of  naticmal  Jurisprudence? 

In  the  constitution  of  this  oonrt,  ss  a  court 
of  Isst  resort,  there  was  another  essential  de- 
feat The  appeals  to  this  conrt  are  fi^>m  the 
drcnit  coorts.  The  circuit  conrt  oonnsts  of  the 
district  Judge  and  s  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt, 
In  casee  where  the  distiict  Judge  is  interested, 
where  he  has  been  counsel,  and  where  he  has 
dedded  in  the  court  below,  the  Ind^  of  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  alone  composes  the  circnit  oonrt. 
What,  then,  is  substantially  the  nature  of  this 
wpeUate  Jurisdiction!  In  truth  and  practice, 
^e  appesl  ia  from  a  membw  of  a  court  to  the 
body  of  the  same  court  The  drcoit  coorts  are 
but  emanations  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt.  Csst 
your  eyee  upon  the  Supreme  Court ;  yon  see  It 
disappear,  and  its  members  oAerwaros  arising 
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in  the  shape  of  dironit  tndgea.  Behold  the 
onitJDdgea;  thef  vanish,  and  iiiiiiiediat«lj  yoa 
perceive  the  fonn  of  the  Bnpreme  Ooort  appear- 
mg.  There  is,  sir,  a  msgio  in  this  BTTanKeinent 
which  is  not  friendly  to  jHHtioe,  Wlien  the  Su- 
preme Conrt  aaaemblea,  appeala  come  from  the 
variona  drcnito  of  the  Tinited  States.  There 
are  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  each  judge. 
The  jndgmeDts  of  each  member  pass  in  sdo- 
oession  nnder  the  reridon  of  the  whole  body. 
Will  not  a  Judge,  while  he  is  eiaminiog  the  sen- 
tenoe  of  &  broker  to-daj-,  remember  that  that 
brother  will  sit  in  jndginent  npon  Ms  {Hvceed- 
iilgs  to-morrow  t  Are  the  members  of  a  ooart 
tliaa  constituted,  free  from  all  motive,  exempt 
from  all  bias,  whioh  oonld  even  remotely  infln- 
enoe  opinion  on  the  point  of  strict  right )  and 
vet  let  me  ask  emphatioaUj,  whether  &ia  oonrt, 
being  the  court  of  final  reaort,  ahoold  not  he  so 
oonsdtated  that  tike  world  abonld  believe  and 
every  suitor  be  satisfied,  that  In  weighing  the 
Justice  of  a  cause,  nothing  entered  the  aoales 
but  its  tme  merita  t 

Tour  Supreme  Oomt,  mr,  I  have  never  OOD- 
sidered  aa  any  thing  more  than  the  Judges  of  aa- 
size  uttiug  in  bank.  It  ia  a  system  with  which 
*  perhaps  I  should  find  no  fault,  if  the  Judges  Nt- 
ting  ii  bank  did  not  exerdse  a  final  jnrlsdiotion. 
Pohtic^  inatitntiona  ahonld  be  eo  Mioulated  aa 
not  to  depend  upon  the  virtaes,  but  to  gnard 
against  the  vices  and  weaknesses  of  men.  It  is 
posaible  that  a  Jndge  of  the  Supreme  Conrt 
would  not  be  influeuoed  by  the  etprit  du  eorjm, 
that  he  would  neither  be  gratified  by  the  affirm- 
ance, nor  mortified  by  the  reversal  of  his  opiu- 
iODs ;  but  this,  sir,  is  eetimating  the  strength 
and  purity  of  human  nature  upon  a  possible,  but 
not  on  ita  ordinary  scale. 

I  believe,  said  Hr.  B.,  that  In  praotioe  the 
formation  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  frustrated,  in  a 
ipeat  d^iree,  the  deeign  of  its  insUtutioa.  I  be- 
Seve  that  many  aoltoTs  were  disconraged  fh>m 
seeldnK  a  revirion  of  die  opinions  of  the  circnit 
court,  by  a  deep  Impression  of  the  diffloultiee  to 
be  Bnrmoont«d  in  obtaining  tlie  reversal  of  the 
Jndgment  of  a  court  from  the  brethren  of  the 
Jndge  who  pronounced  the  judgment  The  ben- 
efit of  a  court  of  appeala,  well  oonstitated,  is 
not  confined  to  the  mere  aot  of  reviewing  &b 
sentence  of  on  inferior  court ;  but  la  more  ex- 
tensively naeftil  by  the  general  operation  of  the 
knowledge  of  its  eztstenoe  upon  inferior  courts. 
The  power  of  uncontrollable  de<dBion  ia  of  the 
most  delioate  and  dangerous  nature.  When  ex- 
eroised  in  the  courts,  it  is  more  fbrmidable  then 
by  any  other  branch  of  our  government.  It  la 
the  Judiciary  only  which  can  reach  the  person, 
the  property,  or  Hfe  of  an  individual.  The  ex- 
ercise of  their  power  Is  scattered  over  separate 
oases,  and  creates  no  common  cause.  The  great 
safety  under  this  power  arisea  from  the  right  of 
appeal  A  sense  of  this  right  combines  uie  re- 
putation of  the  Jndge  with  the  Justice  of  the 
cause.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  strong  proof  of  the 
wisdom  of  a  judicial  system  when  few  eanses 
are  carried  into  the  oonrt  of  the  last  rwwt    I 


would  say,  if  it  were  not  poradozloal,  that  tbe 
very  existence  of  a  court  of  ^pealion^t  to  de- 
stroy the  occasion  foi  it.  The  oonsdenoe  of  the 
Judge,  sir,  will  no  doubt  be  a  greet  cheek  upon 
him  in  the  unbonnded  field  of  disereticm  cmalad 
by  Qie  unoertainty  ot  law ;  bnt  I  Aoold,  in  gen- 
eral oases,  more  rely  upon  llie  effect  prodoiMd 
by  his  Imowledgs^  that  an  inadvertent  or  de- 
signed abuse  of  power  was  liable  to  be  cor- 
rected by  a  superior  tribunal  A  ooujt  of  appel- 
late Jurisdiction,  organized  upon  sound  priooiplts, 
should  exist,  thongh  few  causea  arose  for  tbeir 
decinon ;  for  it  is  surely  better  to  have  a  court 
and  DO  causes,  than  to  have  causes  and  do 
conrt,  I  now  proceed,  wr,  to  coDnder  tin  de- 
fects whioh  are  plainly  disoemible,  or  vhidk 
have  been  discovered  by  practice  iu  the  eoiutl. 
tution  of  the  circuit  courts.  These  oonrl^  from 
information  whioh  I  have  reouved,  I  appreheod 
were  originally  coostmoted  upon  a  laDuioia 
principle.  I  have  heard  tt  staled  that  the  de- 
(ign  <^  placing  tiie  Jodges  <tf  tlie  Supreme  Conrt 
in  the  oircnit  oonrt^  was  to  estaUidi  unlAtrn 
rules  of  dedrion  throughout  the  United  States. 
It  was  saf^tosed  that  tM  presiding  Jodgce  of  tb* 
drouit  ccnrta,  ^rooeediw  bom  the  sanw  body, 
would  tend  to  identify  the  priod|to  and  thIm 
of  deoirion  in  the  several  districts.  In  {vactioe, 
a  contrary  effect  has  been  discovered  to  be  pro- 
dnoed  by  the  peculiar  oi^anitatiou  of  these 
oonrts.  In  praotioe  we  have  found  not  onlyi 
want  of  tmifonnity  of  mle  between  the  different 
districts,  but  no  unifbrmit;  of  rule  in  the  asms 
district.  No  doubt  there  waa  a  nnifomiity  in 
the  decisions  of  the  same  Jndge ;  bnt  as  the  mat 
Judge  seldom  sat  twice  snocesnrely  in  the  nma 
district,  and  sometimes  not  till  after  an  inleml 
of  two  or  tJiree  years,  his  opinions  werefoml- 


praotioe  of  the  courts,  the  forma  of  praceeding, 
as  well  as  the  rules  «f  property,  are  extremdy 
various  in  the  different  quarters  of  the  Uniltd 
States.  Tht)  lawyers  of  the  EMtem,  the  Ud- 
die,  and  Southern  States,  are  scarcely  profimii* 
of  the  some  science-  These  oonrts  were  in  ■ 
state  of  perpetual  fiuotnation.  Tie  soecenve 
terms  gave  yon  oonrts  in  the  same  distri^  ai 
different  from  each  other  aa  those  of  OonnMtl-  . 
out  and  Ylrginitt.  No  system  rf  praotioe  conM 
grow  up,  no  oert^nty  cc  rule  omild  be  estib- 
fished.  The  seeds  sown  in  one  twnt  tcaK^ 
'^^ted  bettoK  they  were  trodden  mukr  tooL 
The  oondltion  of  a  suitor  was  terrible;  Ibt 
gronnd  was  always  tremUing  ondw  his  fe«t 
The  opinion  of  a  former  Judge  was  no  preceteit 
to  his  snocessor.  Each  considered  himself  booH 
to  follow  the  light  of  his  own  understanding. 
To  exemplify  these  remarka,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  stating  a  esse  which  come  nndtr  my 
own  observation.  An  application  before  <*>• 
Judge  was  msde  to  quaah  an  ottaohnient  in  ft" 
vor  of  a  subsequent  execution  creditor;  ^  4^ 
plication  was  resisted  upon  two  groiuids,  md 
the  learned  Judge,  to  whom  the  ap^csdon  ns 
flratmadst  eqmMing  his  opinion  in  soppcrt « 
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both  gronnda,  diomissed  the  motion.  At  the 
nxxwedinK  ooort,  adiffereatjadge  presided,  and 
tbe  appUcataon  wm  renewed  and  aoBwered 
t^n  Oieaame  gronnds.  The  aecxmd  learned 
Jndge  iru  of  <^inioo,  tliat  (hib  point  has  no 
TsUditf,  but  he  oonriderod  the  other  nut^nable, 
■ad  WM  about  alao  to  dismiM  the  motion,  bat 
span  being  {Weaaed,  at  hut  eoosoited  to  grant  a 
rale  to  show  caiue.  At  the  third  term,  a  third 
kuned  Jodge  was  on  the  bench,  and  thongh 
the  UM  was  nrged  npon  its  former  prinoiplee, 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  both  answera  to  the 
^]p)iealion  were  olesrif  inBafflcient,and  ao- 
eoMtn^j  onislied  the  attachment,  when  the 
Mdniqiu  01  his  jreiaoemon  were  dted,  he  re- 
lied, that  &rerj  man  was  to  be  saved  bj  his 
own  Uth. 

Upon  the  opinion  of  one  Jadge,  a  soitor  wonid 
aet  out  in  a  long  oonrw  of  proceedings,  and 
after  lodng  mnch  time  and  wasting  mnon  mon- 
«y,  be  wmild  be  met  b;^  another  jadge,  who 
^ironld  ^*^^  him  he  had  mistaken  his  road,  ih^t 
he  moat  return  to  tlie  place  from  which  he 
■tarted,  and  parane  a  difi^rent  track.  Thos  it 
haf^iKd  as  to  the  obancerr  process  to  compel 
tiie  appearance  of  a  defendant.  Some  of  the 
judges  considered  themsdvea  bonnd  by  the 
roles  in  the  EngUah  books,  while  others  oon- 
oeiTed  that  a  power  belonged  to  the  oonrt,  npon 
the  serrioa  of  a  snbpcma,  to  moke  «  short  rale 
tar  the  dritodant  to  appear  and  answer,  or  that 
Ifae  UQ  ^oold  be  taken  pro  eot^tMO.  A  case 
of  this  kind  ooonrred  where  mnch  enbarniBa- 
ment  was  experienced.  In  the  circuit  court 
fiw  the  district  of  FennajlTania,  a  bill  in  ohan- 
eei7  waa  filed  asidnst  a  penon,  who  then  hap- 
pened to  be  in  that  district,  bnt  whose  plaoe  of 
widenoe  was  In  the  Horth-westem  Territory. 
lite  BaI>pCBna  was  serred,  bnt  there  waa  no  an- 
swer DOT  appearano&  The  oonrt  to  which  the 
mit  was  returned,  without  difficulty,  upon  an 
a{q)lkatioa,  granted  a  rale  for  the  party-to  q»- 
pear  and  answer  at  Ihe  ezpiraUon  of  a  limited 
time,  or  that  the  bill  be  takoi  pro  eo^MSO.  A 
pertonal  serrioe  of  this  mle  Iwing  neoeasaiy,  the 
oompl^iant  was  obliged  to  Idre  a  measenger  to 
trsTd  more  then  a  thousand  miles  to  aerre  a 
etqtr  of  the  nde.  At  the  euntais  oonrt,  a£B- 
davit  waa  made  of  the  serrioe,  and  a  motion  to 
make  the  mle  abetdnte.  The  so«me  immediate- 
ly changed,  a  new  Jndge  presided,  and  it  was 
BO  l<»gn  the  same  oonrt 

The  anthori^  was  called  for  to  grant  moh  a 
role.  Tas  it  warranted  I7  any  act  of  Oon- 
greai^  or  br  the  praatice  of  the  State!  It  was 
answered  uuve  is  no  act  of  Oongreaa — the  State 
hasitoeoiBt  of  chancery.  But  this  prooeeding 
was  iostitnted,  and  has  lieen  biooght  to  its 
present  stage  at  considerable  expense,  under  the 
directi(a  M  this  court  Thb  JadM  knew  of  no 
power  the  conrt  had  to  direct  the  proceeding, 
laA  be  £d  not  oonrider  that  the  oomplunant 
Gonld  have  a  decree  npon  his  bill  without  going 
urangh  the  long  train  of  process  foond  in  tlie 
bo^cs  of  ohuioery  practice.  The  oompli^nant 
faK^  thia  contM,  and  at  a  fatore  time  waa  told 
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by  another  Jndge,  that  he  was  inonrriiiK  ao  nn- 
neceeiary  loea  of  time  and  money, -and  that  a 
common  rule  wonId  answer  his  purpose.  I  aek 
yon,  Mr.  Ohairman,  if  any  system  could  be  de- 
Tiged  more  likely  to  prodaoe  vexation  and  de- 
lay? Surely,  sir,  the  law  is  uncertain  enough 
in  itself,  and  ita  paths  sufficiently  intricate  and 
tedious,  not  to  require  that  yonr  snitora  should 
be  burdened  wiUi  additional  embarrasemeuts 
by  the  organization  of  your  odqiIb. 

The  circuit  is  the  priucipat  court  of  dvil  and 
criminal  business ;  thedefectsofthjsconrtwere, 
therefore,  most  generally  and  sensibly  felt  The 
Ugh  ohBracteiB  of  the  Judges  at  first  brought 
BDitore  into  the  courts ;  but  the  budn«ss  was 
gradually  declining,  though  causes  belonging  to 
uie  jurisdiction  of  the  oourte  were  multiplying, 
the  continual  oscillation  of  the  oonrt  baffled  fUl 
coniecture  as  to  the  correct  course  of  the  pro- 
oeeding  or  the  erent  of  a  cause.  The  law  ceased 
to  be  a  science.  To  advise  your  client  it  was 
lees  important  to  be  skilled  In  the  books  Chan  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  judm 
wlio'WBs  to  preside.  When  the  term  approach- 
ed, theioqniry  was,  what  Judge  are  we  to  have  ) 
What  is  Ms  character  as  a  lawyer  t  Is  he  ao- 
quunted  with  chancery  law !  Is  he  a  strict  . 
common  lawyer,  or  a  special  pleader  ? 

When  the  character  of  the  Jndge  was  asoer- 
tained,  gentlemen  would  then  oousider  the  na< 
ture  of  their  causee,  determine  whether  it  waa 
more  advisable  to  use  means  to  postpone  or  to 
bring  them  to  a  hearing. 

The  talents  of  the  Judges  rather  increased  the 
evil,  than  afforded  a  corrective  for  the  vicious 
constitution  of  these  courts.  They  had  not 
drawn  their  knowledge  itom  the  same  sources. 
Their  systems  were  different,  and  hence  the 
character  of  the  court  more  essentially  changed 
at  each  successive  term.  These  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  baoisbed  suitors  from  the  court, 
and  without  more  than  a  common  motive,  re- 
course was  seldom  had  to  the  Federal  tribunals, 

I  have  ever  oon^dered  it,  also,  as  a  defect  in 
this  court,  that  it  was  eompoeed  of  Judges  of  the 
highest  and  lowest  grades.  This,  rir,  was  an 
nnnatural  asso<^tion  ;  the  members  of  the 
court  stood  on  ground  too  nnequal  to  allow  the 
firm  Bseertion  of  his  opinion  to  the  district 
Jndge,  Instead  of  being  elevated,  be  f^t  him- 
self degraded  by  a  seat  upon  the  bench  of  thia 
court  In  the  district  conrt  he  was  every  thing, 
in  the  oirci^  conrt  he  was  nothing.  Some- 
times he  was  obliged  to  leave  lus  seat,  while  his 
BSBOciate  reviewed  the  Judgment  which  he  had 
given  in  the  court  below.  In  all  cases  he  was 
senuble  that  the  sentenoee  in  the  oonrt  in  which 
be  was,  were  subject  to  the  revision  and  con- 
trol of  a  nperior  Jurisdiction  where  he  had  no 
influence,  but  the  authority  of  which  was  shar- 
ed by  the  Judge  with  whom  he  was  acting.  Ko 
doubt  in  aomo  instances  the  district  Judge  was 
an  efficient  memt>OT  (A  this  conrt,  but  this  never 
arose  from  the  nature  of  the  system,  but  from 
the  personal  charaotv  of  the  man.  I  have  yet, 
Mr,  Oh^rman,  another  fault  to  find  with  the 
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andent  Mtabliehmeiit  of  the  clronit  ooorU. 
They  conMatod  only  of  two  jndgei,  and  mmo- 
timee  of  one.  The  nninber  ws«  too  small,  oon- 
sidering  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  jnrii- 
^clion  of  the  oonrt.  'Wm  yon  remember,  rir, 
Uiat  they  held  the  power  of  life  and  death,  with- 
ont  appeal  ?  That  their  Judgments  were  final 
over  sums  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  thdr 
original  jnriedictioa  restrained  by  no  limits  of 
raloe,  and  that  this  was  the  oonrt  to  which  ap- 
peals were  oarried  from  the  district  oonrt, 

I  have  often  heard,  wr,  that  In  a  mnltitnde  of 
connsel  there  was  wisdom,  and  if  the  con 
of  the  maxim  be  eqnally  tme,  thla  oonrt 
faave  been  very  dencient.  When  we  saw  a 
ringtejadge  reverBing  the  Judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict conrt,  the  objection  was  most  strikiDg,  but 
the  coarii  never  had  the  wd^t  which  It  oo^t 
to  have  ponessed,  and  would  hare  enjoyed  had 
It  been  oompoeed  of  more  membera.  But  two 
(adgee  belonged  to  the  oonrt,  and  inconTenienoe 
was  eometimea  felt  from  a  divinon  of  their  opin- 
ions. And  this  inoonvemence  was  bnt  poorly 
obviated  by  the  proviaioQ  of  the  law  that  in 
■och  cases  uie  cause  should  be  continued  to  the 
vocceedbg  terra,  and  receive  its  dedrion  from 
the  opinion  of  the  Judge  who  should  then  pre- 
Nde. 

I  do  not  pretend,  Ur.  Ohairman,  to  have  enn- 
merated  all  the  defects  which  belonged  to  the 
fbmier  JutUcisl  system.  Bat  I  trast  those  which 
I  have  pointed  ont,  in  the  minds  of  candid  men, 
will  jortiiy  the  attempt  of  the  Legislature  to  re- 
vise that  system,  and  to  make  a  &irer  eiperi- 


0  wbioh  I  have  allnded,  bad  been  a  lent 


ial  power.  The  defects, 
inded,  bad  been  a  long 
time  felt  and  often  spoken  of  Bemedies  had 
freqaenUy  been  proposed.  I  have  known  the 
BUbJeot  brought  forward  in  Congress  or  agitated 
In  private,  ever  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  upon  this  floor,  I  believe,  sir,  a  great 
and  just  deference  for  ^e  anthor  of  the  ancient 
adieme  prevented  any  innovation  upon  its  ma- 
teriid  pnncaplea  ;  tiiere  was  no  genUemaii  who 
ftlt  Hie  defiarenoe  more  than  myself^  nor  should 
I  have  ever  hazarded  a  ohange  upon  speculative 
Opinion.  Bat  practioe  had  dlsoovered  d^tata 
which  might  well  escape  the  moat  disoeming 
mind  in  ptaoning  the  theory.  The  original 
system  could  not  be  more  than  experiment ;  it 
was  bmh  jipaa  no  en>erienoe.  It  was  the  ilnt 
wplicatJon  of  prtooiiues  to  a  new  BtM«  of  tidnga. 
The  first  Jadicial  law  dispUvs  great  aUlity,  and 
tt  is  DO  disparu^mient  <a  the  tiithor  to  say  its 
plan  is  net  perfect. 

I  know,  air,  that  some  have  add,  and  pertiaps 
not  a  few  have  beUeved,  that  the  new  system 
was  introduced  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  its 
Improvement  of  the  old,  as  to  the  places  which 
it  provided  for  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion. This  is  a  calumny  ao  notorionsly  fUlse, 
and  so  humble,  as  not  to  require  nor  to  deserve 
an  answer  npon  this  floor.  It  cannot  be  sop- 
pcaed  that  the  paltry  object  of  providing  fbr 
ilzteen  unknown  men  oould  have  ever  orared 


an  induoement  to  a  great  party  basely  to  Tic- 
late  their  daty,  meanly  to  escrifloe  their  chts 
acter,  and  foolishly  to  forego  oil  fbtera  h(^)es. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  Chdrtnan,  to  eiamiiH  the 
changes  which  were  nude  by  the  Ute  law. 
This  BultJeot  has  not  been  correctly  ui  ''     '    ' 


ed.  I  have  heard  mnoh  aid  about  tii 
tionsl  courts  created  by  the  act  of  Isst  snoon. 
I  perceive  them  spoken  of  in  the  Prendeot't 
Uessage.  In  the  &oe  of  this  hig^  ootharitj,  I 
undertake  to  state,  that  no  additional  ocnrt  wu 
established  by  that  law.  Cnder  the  tonati 
system  there  wasoneSnpreme  Court,  snd  liwie 
is  but  one  now.  There  were  sevectera  dimiet 
courts  and  there  are  no  more  now.  There  im 
a  circuit  ooort  hold  in  eaoh  district,  and  neb  it 
the  caseatpreeent.  Someof  tbedlitrkitjiidps 
are  diraoted  to  h<dd  their  oonrta  at  new  plsM^ 
bat  there  la  still  in  each  dirtrict  but  one  oiatrict 
court.  What,  dr,  has  been  done!  TkeBDnatnr^ 
alliaooe  between  the  Saprome  and  dktriet  smbIi 
has  been  severed,  hot  Uke  JQrisdktiOD  ol  both 
these coorta remains ontoudied.  Thepeweror 
authority  of  ndther  of  them  has  been  aogmenl- 
ed  or  diminished.  The  Jnrisdietifai  ^  the  dr> 
onit  oonrt  has  be«i  eiteoded  to  the  oogniaiM 
of  debts  of  foor  hnndred  dollars,  and  t&  is  tbs 
only  material  ohange  in  the  poww  of  tbit 
oonrt.  The  chief  operation  of  the  Ute  law  ii  i 
new  organitfltion  of  the  drault  courts.  To 
avoid  the  evils  of  the  former  plan,  it  beevH 
necessary  to  create  a  new  oorpe  of  Judgss.  It 
was  considered  that  the  Supreme  Oom%  on^t 
to  be  stationary,  and  to  have  no  connection 
with  the  Judges  over  wbooe  sentenoes  the;  hal 
on  appellate  Jnrisdiction, 

To  nave  fiumed  a  oirooit  oonrt  oat  of  the  di>- 
triot  judges,  would  have  allowed  no  court  (rf  ip- 


peal  from  the  district  oonrt,  except  the  Stntrem* 
Oonrt  which  wonid  have  been  attended  with 
great  inooDvenieooe.    But  this  eobeme  w«  op- 


posed by  a  still  greater  diffloulty.    In  nmj 


omined  and  finally  r^eoted,  la  ooBseqmDoe  <^ 
strong  otdeotionfl  to  which  it  waa  liaUsL  No- 
thing thwefbre  remained  bat  to  oompess  tbs 
dronit  ooort  of  Jodgea  distinct  from  those  cfth* 
other  oourtft  Admitting  0»  jvopriety  at  tX' 
duding  from  this  oonrt  tiie  Jvdgas  of  the  8^ 
preme  and  ^strict  eourta,  I  think  the  late  Con- 
gress camiot  be  aocosed  of  any  wanton  s^mm^ 
nor  even  of  a  nef^eot  <rf  eoonomy  intlwDSV 
establishmenL  This  extandveooontry  has  bsn 
divided  into  dz  dretiita,  and  threejodges  f 
pointed  for  each  circuit.  Host  of  thejudges 
have  twice  a  year  to  attend  a  court  in  ttoeo 
States,  and  there  is  not  oneof  them  who hasMt 
to  travel  fiirther,  and  who  in  time  will  not  have 
more  labor  to  pwform  than  any  Judge  of  the 
State  oonrta.  Whan  we  call  to  mind  thit  the 
Jorisdiotioa  of  thla  ooort  reaabM  the  lift  of  (ht 
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ntuen,  and  that  in  civil  owes  its  Jodgnieiits  are 
final  to  a  large  amonnt,  MrtaJnl;  it  will  ntrt  be 
uaA  that  it  ought  to  have  been  oompOMd  (rflees 
thao  tbreejndgea.  One  waaaiireljnot  enough, 
and  if  it  had  dmh  doabtfDl  whether  two  were 
not  nfltdoiit,  tlie  inoonTenienoe  which  wonld 
haT»frMtMDtl7  ariten  fttno  an  eqnal  divirion  of 
opinion,  jnatifiea  Uie  proridon  wiiich  Beoarea  a 
determinatioti  in  all  oaaee. 

It  wa^  additiraullj,  verf  material  to  place  on 
tlifl  benon  of  thia  ooort  a  jndge  from  each  State, 
m  the  court  was  in  general  boand  to  conform  to 
the  law  and  the  practice  of  the  lereral  fitatea, 

I  treat,  air,  the  oommittee  are  utisfied  that 
the  nnmber  of  Jadgee  which  compoae  the  dr- 
enit  oonrt  is  not  too  great,  and  that  the  Legia- 
latnra  woold  have  been  extremelj  culpable  to 
hare  Mimnitted  the  high  powen  of  thu  ooort 
to  fewer  handa.  Let  me  now  ask,  if  the  com- 
penaation  allowed  to  tbeee  Judges  ia  extrara- 
gant  f  It  Is  little  more  than  half  the  allowance 
made  to  the  Indgee '  of  the  Bopreme  Oonrt.  It 
ia  bnt  a  HnaA  prooortion  ttf  the  ordiiuur  prae- 
tioa  of  those  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  who  are  fit, 
■nd  to  wh(Hn  we  onsht  to  look  to  nil  the  t^som. 
Ton  have  gir^i  a  mlary  of  two  thonsand  dol- 
lars The  pniane  Jn^es  of  Penn^lvania,  I 
beheva,  have  more.  When  Ton  dednct  the 
ezpenaee  of  the  office,  von  will  leave  but  a  mo- 
dw«te  oompenBation  for  gerrice,  but  a  scant; 
proririon  for  a  familj.  When,  Mr.  Ohwmun, 
gentlemen  ooollr  consider  the  amendmentaof 
the  late  law,  I  datter  myself  their  candor  will 
at  least  admit  that  the  present  modification  was 
biAj  derigned  to  meet  and  remedy  the  evils  of 
tbe<rid 


The  Sopreme  Oonrt  hsa  been  renderedsta- 
ttoDuy,    Hen  <it  age,  t^  leaniinA  snd 
pnienoe,  ate  now  ei^Ue  at  hol£ng  a  seat  on 


t,  and  of  ex- 


the  beneh  ;  tliey  have  time  to  mature  th^ 
opinions  in  eansea  on  wbkh  ther  are  called  to 
dedde,  and  th^  bare  lebnre  to  derote  to  thdr 
'boakk,  aodtoangment  tb^stcre  (tf  knowledge. 
It  WM  onr  b(^  bythe^taent  estabUihment 
of  the  oonrt,  to  render  it  the  fbtnre  pride,  and 
honor,  and  safety  "t  the  nation.  It  is  tfaia  tri- 
bnnal  which  must  stomp  atmud  the  Jadidal 
diaracter  of  our  conntrj.    It  is  here  that  am- 

IwsiiMil and  fordgn  agents  reswl  for  jnstice ; 

and  it  bdcogs  to  this  htgb  oonrt  to  dedde 
finally,  not  tmly  on  oontroveniee  of  nnlimit«d 
▼ahM  between  faidlTidnalt^  and  on  the  more  im- 
portant ocdKelon  of  State  pretensions,  bnt  slso^ 
spoa  the  validity  of  the  laws  (f  the  States,  and 
ortbisGoremment.    Willitbeoontendedthat 


court  to  which  the  q^wal  was  to  be  carried ; 
no  longer  will  the  ^prehenaioii  of  a  secret  nn- 
avoidable  bias  in  favor  of  the  decision  of  a 
member  of  their  own  body,  shake  the  confi- 
dence of  a  saitor,  in  resorting  to  this  oonrt,  who 
thinks  that  Jaatice  has  not  been  done  to  him  in 
the  oonrt  below.  The  progreajye  increase  ol 
the  wealth  and  popnlation  of  the  coantTy,  will 
nnaToidably  swell  the  bodnen  of  Uie  oonrt. 
Bnt  there  la  a  more  oert^  and  nnbiling  BoQTce 
of  employment,  which  wiU  arise  in  the  appwds 
from  the  oonrts  tX  the  National  Territory. 
From  the  courts  of  ori{^nal  cognizance  m  this 
Twritory,  it  affords  the  only  appellate  jniisdio- 
tion.  If  gentinnai  will  look  to  the  atata  of 
property  of  a  vast  amoont  in  this  dty,  th^ 
mnst  be  satisfied  that  the  Bnpreme  Oonrt  wiH 
have  enongh  to  do  fiw  the  money  which  is  paid 
them. 

Mr.  RunxtLPH  Bj^  that  be  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  assoming  the  ganntJet  which  bad 
been  ao  proudly  thrown  by  the  Qollath  of  the 
adverse  party ;  not  bat  that  he  believed  even 
hla  feeble  powers,  armed  with  the  nmple  weap- 
on of  tmtb,  a  sling  and  a  stone,  capable  of  proe- 
Uating  on  the  floor  that  gigantic  boaster,  armed 
oap-i-pie  as  he  was;  bnt  that  he  was  impelled 
by  the  desire  to  resone  troia  misrepresentation 
the  argmnents  of  his  CoUeagne,  (Hr.  GiLsa,)  who 
was  now  absent  dnring  indispodtion.  That  ab- 
sence, said  Mr.  R.,  is  a  sntject  of  pecnlisr  rwret 
to  me,  not  only  beoanse  I  coold  have  wished  bis 
vindication  to  have  devolved  on  abler  hands,  bnt 
becanse  he  had  to-day  lost  the  trinmph  which, 
yesterday,  he  conld  not  have  Med  to  ei^oy ; 
that  of  seeing  his  opponent  rednoed  to  toe 
wretched  expedient  (tf  perverting  and  mntilatinK 
bis  argnmenta  thronjA  inability  to  meet  and 
answer  them.  Mr.  fi.  said,  that  this  was  the 
strongest  proof  wUcb  oonld  be  given  of  inade- 
qnaoy  to  refbte  any  podticm.  He,  therefore 
left  to  the  gntleman  the  victory  whioh  he  had 
obtained  over  hie  own  argnmenta;  but,  while 
be  felt  no  dispodtion  to  distnrb  him  in  Uds  en- 
joyment, he  hoped  be  shonld  be  permitted  to 
correct  some  <n  the  misstatements  which  had 
been  made  of  his  oolleagne's  observations. 

In  the  view  which  he  bad  taken  <tf  the  oon- 
dnot  of  onr  predecessors,  In  the  chain  of  whose 


H  to  empk^  it.    The 

n Iliiii  is  supported  ndtheo'  by  what  is  past, 

nor  by  what  u  llkdy  to  happen.  During  the 
present  sesdon  of  Oongren,  at  their  last  term, 
the  oonrt  was  ftilly  employed  fbr  two  weeks  in 
the  daily  hearing  of  cansM.  Bnt  its  bnslnees 
most  incmse.  There  is  no  longer  that  restrdnt 
npon  appeals  from  the  dronit  oonrt,  which  iras 
imposed  by  the  aatborl^  of  the  Judge  vi  the 


debt  of  the  United  Stateii  and  the  asenmpliiMi 
<tf  those  of  the  individual  States,  were  ocHnpre- 
hended.  An  attempt  la  made  to  oonstme  this 
dlsMtprobadm  into  a  design  of  violating  the 
pnMo  hlth.    Ur.  B.  denied  that  (aie  «yQable 


Ead 


&Den'fh»n  Us  oolleogne,  in^cative  of  a 
ngnt,  OT  dlrakodtion  on  his  port,  to  withhold  the 
paymmt  ta  any  public  engwements.  Against 
these  destructive  measures  his  collesffne  had 
rdsed  his  voice ;  against  the  fatal  ana  abErnrd 
nuudm,  that  a  public  debt  was  a  public  blesdng, 
he  had  Indeed  protested ;  bot  not  a  word  <»• 
caped  bis  lips,  becanse  no  snoh  sentiment  lurked 
in  his  heart,  which  could  be  construed  into  a 
dedarstion  that  the  present  Legislature  pos- 
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lie  bwp  Mtalof^  of  nnpopiilar  sots 
«  depnved  tbeir  mthon  oi  the  pub- 


sesaed  the  same  power  over  the  eDgagementB 
of  fonner  Legislatiires  which  they  posseaeed 
over  or9iiiArf  uiwh  ;  that  of  modifying  or  abro- 
'  sating  them  with  Uie  earns  freedom  which  had 
Deen  exercised  in  th^  establishment.  Btnoe 
the  gentleman  had  betrayed  anch  pecoHar  een- 
ribility  on  tbe  anbjeot  of  the  debt,  Mr.  B.  relied 
OD  hiB  aupport,  when  a  meaanre  should  be 
brooght  forward  for  its  final  and  rapid  eztin- 
gnighment,  not  by  a  sponse,  bat  by  a  fair  re- 
imborsement  of  one  hunored  centa  for  every 
^    dollar  dae. 

On  other  topioe,  the  Algarine  depredationa, 
Indian  war,  &L,  it  misht  as  easily  be  shown 
that  the  repreaeotatioD  hod  been  equally  nn&ir. 
He  should  not  dwell  npon  thecn,  becanse  they 
were  len  oalcnlated  to  mate  the  nn&vorabie 
Impresrion  on  the  pnblio  mind,  which  had  been 
attempted  on  the  anUeot  of  the  debt.  He 
w<rald  diamiaa  them  with  «  sin^  r«nsrk:  the 
tiaea  to  wkiob  Otew  inddenta  were  ^iplied,  and 
not  the  events  themaelvea,  fbnned  toe  sujeot 
of  bW  ooUeagne'a  animadveraifma. 

Bat  to  the'  -        ■  ' •- 

nidob  have  d  , 

lie  eonfldeooe,  the  gentleman  telle  na,  he  and 
Lis  firienda  were  "goaded"  by  the  clamor  of 
^ir  opponenta.  He  eolemnly  asaorea  ur  that 
in  the  ■^>ption  of  thoee  measures  they  dearly 
fiKeaaw  the  downfall  of  their  power;  bat  im- 
[ffeesed  with  a  oonviotton  that  they  were  ee- 
aential  to  the  poblio  good,  and  diadainiog  all 
oonmdera^ona  c^  a  personal  natnre,  tbev  nobly 
aacrifloed  their  pohtical  esistenoe  on  the  altar 
of  the  general  welfare ;  and  we  are  called  upon 
now  to  revere  in  them  Ha  Mlf-immtdated  vlo- 
timaat  the  ahrine  of  patriotiaDi,  Thenare,  in- 
deed, lofty  preteu^ona;  and  altboorii  I  ahall  not 
pereii^)torJly  deny,  in  thia  age  of  inflddity,  I 
may  be  pssmitted  to  doubt  thoa;  for  I  call 
upon  this  committee  to  dedde  whether,  in  thiq 
day's  diaonaaion,  the  sentletnut  has  evinoed  that 
pniri^  (f  heart,  or  tiut  elevation  of  sentiment, 
which  ooold  jnsti^  ma  In  dothing  hfan  with  the 
■ttribatee  of  Onrtiaa  or  of  the  Dedif 

I  wiah  ei^edally  to  know,  whetlur 
mon  law  of  lit>ela  which  attaohee  to 
stitation,  be  the  dootrioe  laid  down  by  Lord 
Mansfield,  or  that  which  haa  Inunortalued  Jb. 
Foxt  AndwbethertheJmisdlctianthtiBnflarped 
over  the  preaa,  in  defiance  of  an  ezpcesi  amoid- 
fttorj  daoae,  which  mnst  be  eoDStnied  to  annnl 
every  previona  providon,  if  any  sndi  there  be, 
whioh  ocatM  within  its  purview,  be  an  examine 
addnoed  to  illaatrote  the  podtion,  whioh  I  cer- 
tainly shall  never  contest,  that  "  what  the  ocm- 
Btitation  does  not  permit  to  Its  d<me  by  direct 
mean^  cannot,  conititntionally,  be  indireotly 
affeotedt"  Bat  to  reoondle  na  to  this  nsnrpo- 
tion,  we  are  informed,  that  the  prindplea  of  the 
oommon  law  an  &TorabIe  only  to  liber^ ;  that 
thej  ndther  have  been,  nor  can  be  enlisted  — 
the  canse  of  perseontion.  If  I  did  not  miaa 
derstand  the  gentleman,  he  sdd  that  no  prose- 
OOtion  had  occarred  ander  that  Uw,  He  has 
»  never  heard  of  the  Coae  of  Lather 


that  of  Williama.    Other  inatanoee,  I  learn  from 
high  anthority,  have  taken  plaoa  in  Yetmont. 

Mr.  R.  aaid  he  waa  nnhaekneved  in  the  ways 
of  midorilies;  ])ia  erqierieoee  had  beea  tmt 
limited;  but  was  be  to  oondnde,  fkom-ttteaa 
observ^ons,  timt  it  was  the  eommoB  law,  the 
tmifbrm  usage  heretofbre  of  this  Oovamment, 
for  this  HoDse  to  be  the  mere  inatmiDeDt  for 
effeoting  Ibe  EnenUvo  will,  k  Ohmtber  for  eo- 
re^Btenng  Freddential  e^otst  It  k  oidd,  that 
the  doonment  on  thia  snl^eot  waa  one  wUd  the 
Ezeontive  had  no  right  to  In'  befbre  the  House, 
When  did  the  ri^t  of  the  Presideat  U 


formed  e  prominait  betore  in  two  ai 
ExeoDlive  eommnnioationa  made  at  tne  com- 
meneement  <i  two  snoeesdve  seaaons  tg  Con- 
gress. Did  the  rii^t  of  the  EnontlTe  to  ra- 
oommend,  and  of  Oonaresa  b>  aot,  cease  at  the 
predse  period  when  tte  bohless  model  ot  the 
last  seanon  waa  perfectedt  Vr.  K  atU,  thUt 
the  gentleman  fhim  Delaware  bad  taken  aocA 
a  range,  and  thrown  out  eoeh  a  vast  deal  at 
matter,  that,  in  attempting  to  nf4r  to  boom 
of  his  obawvatimis,  he  waa  neeeaaarUy  led  lata 
many  deeohtvy  remaps.  Tlie  present  wvtUm, 
it  seems,  wea  neeeaaary,  from  the  inevitaUe  eof^ 
poreol  loflnnlty  of  the  jodgea ;  the  anavrndabls 
eflbot  of  the  tedions  prob^ion  indieptnaalilii  to 
that  venerable  station. 

Let  OS  oonqiaie  the  former  practiee  with  the 
m'eeent  theory.  Thejudn  of  one  of  the  two 
districts  into  which  viigUda  had  been  Avided, 
waa  cmtemporai;  with  bim  at  adtooL  He  b 
eert^nly  sdther  an  infirm  nor  booiy  aage. 
Sa  OModate  from  UBi7land  had  been  as  a»- 
tive  and  gallant  partisan  at  the  siege  of  Feoaa- 
oola.  dnring  our  BevolntioBa^  war;  not  eon- 
tenmng,  however,  under  tboee  banovs  where 
yon  would  have  expected  to  find  a  man  who 
ooaapiet  so  dignifiea  a  station  nnder  the  Gov- 
eniment  of  the  Uidted  States;  bat  fliJUiBg  thA 
battles  of  Us  King.  Bravely,  yet,  bImI  m- 
anooeedhlhr  oontenoLag  uafaut  the  nirit  tf  in- 
anbordination  and  Jaoobuism  wtdeta  threataos 
to  sweep  fhnn  the  eardi  eveiy  thing  Ttteahle  to 
man,  gainst  wbkh  tbe  gentleman  from  Dtl^ 
ware  is  also  esffer  to  entv  tbe  lista,  Tbe  aa- 
leotions  wUch  nave  been  made  fktMn  citbtr 
Hoose  of  Oongreaa  aeem  to  have  bad  as  fitlla 
reffenoee  toageaDdexperieooe,whidiarea>d 
to  be  indiapensBble  to  tbe  Jndietal  ehaiseter. 
TJptm  a  snqeot  oomwoted  with  thoee  appota^ 
menta,  we  nave  been  tM  that  tbe  Eneotive 
had  a  rig^t  to  presume  a  Taeanqy  in  all  tasM 
where  a  judge  of  an  inferior  tribmal  bad  lieia 
E^pointed  to  a  seat  m  the  bMidi  of  a  aqtrior 
eonrt;  and  that  the  new  offies  vesta,  BOt  at llM 


time  when  the  jndge  Is  notified  of  his  ftcmn^ 
date  rf  his  aoocotaDoe^  bi«  frca 
the  date  of  his  coaudadoa    Mr.  B.  sa 


tion,  nor  at  the  di 


Lsaid,thi 
idwilhU 


he  oertainly  did  not  mean  to  contend  « 

rtleman  from  Ddiaware  on  points  of  lav,  fat 
would  put  a  question  to  tlut  gi 
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will  readU;  be  oonoeded,  that  the  raoatliig  of 
tlia  fonner  offioe  is  the  oonditi<m  of  tbe  ao- 
oqitaooe  of  the  latter.  Boppoee  a  jadge,  after 
tba  date  of  bis  neiv  oonunlsHiDa,  bat  prior  to 
hia  Dotlflcatioa  or  acceptance  tliereof,  perforni 
■  Jndkdal  act,  iras  that  act,  therefore,  mTalid! 
Oonld  bis  anooeeeoT,  on  the  receipt  of  hie  oom- 
minoD,  ezerolae  the  ftmctione  of  lodge,  prior 
to  the  raaignation  of  the  former  incuinbeot  t 
Could  taj  offioe  be  at  tbe  eame  tjme  in  the 
poMMnoD  of  two  pereonat  Did  not  this  doc- 
trine imylj  a  right  on  part  of  the  OoTemment 
to  anticipate  tbe  resignation  erf  ay;  Judge,  to 
compel  his  assent  to  an  act  raoathig  his  office! 
Tbe  new  oommission,  niidn  these  drcDmatauoes, 
cither  did  or  did  not  give  a  dalm  to  its  posBeee- 


had 


I  the  office.    If  it  did  not  the  Ezeontive 
I  right  to  withhold  it.    If  it  did,  a  judge 


nnt  and  provided,  at  any  time  afterwards  he 


ibail  icqDieao&  the  expols^  Is  legaL    Beeidee, 

*~  ~rlut  anthori^  doea  »  member  of  this 

e  hold  his  Mttt  under  on  election  prerions 


br  wb 
EcnM 


to  his  appolntanent  of  distiloi  judge  of  Nwth 
Cartdinat  For  this  office  a  oonuni«don  waa 
isnied.  u  I  am  crediblj  informed.  But,  ur,  we 
dull  be  told,  that  the  nuuiner  in  which  this 
ifiair  was  transacted  onght  not  to  affect  onr  de- 
ciQon.  It  ie  with  me  an  irrefi-agable  proof  (^ 
the  inexpediency  of  the  law,  and  of  coarse  oon- 
dttdve  eridence  ot  the  expediency  of  its  re- 
peaL 

Bat  tba  oonstJtntion  la  said  to  fi»rbid  it.  And 
boe  pennit  me  to  express  my  satisbotion,  that 
gentlemen  bAve  agreed  to  oonsbne  the  oonstitn- 
tion  by  tbe  mlea  of  common  sense.  This  mode 
Is  better  sd^ted  to  the  o^Htdty  of  nnpro- 
(Monal  men,  and  will  preolnide  tbe  Motlenun 
fhom  arrogating  to  himad^  and  half  a  dcoen 
other  characters  tn  thia  committee,  tbe  sole 
light  ot  expoonding  that  instrmnentL  as  he  bad 
done  in  the  case  of  tlw  law  which  is  proposed 
to  be  repealed.  Indeed,  as  one  of  those  who 
would  be  nnwilling  to  doTolve  npon  that  gen- 
tleman the  high  priesthood  of  the  oonstitntion, 
and  patiently  soWit;  t(i  teohnioal  expodtioiiB 
whicn  I  mgbt  not  even  oompr^end,  I  am  pe- 
cnlisrly  pleased  that  we  are  mvited  to  exerdse 
oar  nnderstendings  in  the  construction  of  this 
instmment.  A  precedent,  said  to  be  qnite  an- 
atogons,  bus  been  adduced — the  decision  of  tbe 
Jndgee  of  Virginia,  on  a  similar  qnestion.  A 
pamphlet,  entitled  "A  Friend  to  the  Consti- 
ttition,"  lias  been  ^oted.  Pablio  opinion  in- 
fomiB  me  that  this  is  the  prodoction  of  the  pen 
of  a  genUeman  who  holds  a  pre-eminent  sta- 1 
lion  on  the  Federal  bench.  Am  I  go  to  coa- 
dder  itt  If  this  be  nndenitood,  it  is  entitled 
to  Mkh  rospeot;  tbb/aelt,  at  least,  most  be  nn- 
qneetionable. 

The  comts  of  Tln^nia  omeisted  of  one  gen- 
eral court  of  common  law;  a  court  of  ohanoery, 
composed  of  three  jndgee ;  and  a  court  of  ad- 
miralty. The  Judges  of  all  those  courts  held 
their  ofBce  daring  good  behavior;  and  did,  by 
law,  conatitnte  •  court  of  ^ipeals.    The  gen- 


eral court  becoming  manifestly  incompetent  to 
the  extenuTe  dntiea  assigned  to  it,  a  Bysteni  ot 
circuit  courts  was  adopted  in  1T67,  and  th« 
Judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  were  appointed 
to  ride  tbe  dronitB.  Tlus  law  the  judges  pro- 
nonnoed  unconstiCntional,  and  agreed,  nnani- 
monaly,  to  remonstrate  against  it.  After  la- 
menting the  neoeeeity  of  deciding  between  the 
constitution  and  the  law,  and  that,  in  a  case 
personally  intercMing  to  themselves,  they  say, 
''  on  this  view  of  tbe  snt^ect,  the  foUowiug  d- 
tematives  preeented  tbemselvee ;  either  to  de- 
dde  the  qnestion,  or  resign  their  offices.  The 
latter  woold  have  been  Uidr  choice,  if  they 
could  have  considered  those  questions  as  af> 
feoting  their  individoal  interests  only."  Tesi, 
sir,  and  such  was  the  obaracter  of  those  men, 
that  none  doubted  the  ^oerity  of  this  d&- 
olaratioa.  They  then  bo  on  to  declare,  tiiat  the 
L^^alatnre  have  no  ri^t  even  to  inorease  their 
dntiecL  by  a  modifioatjon  of  the  courts ;  a  privi- 
lege for  which  no  (me  here  baa  contended  In 
mpovt,  mn^  more,  it  is  believed,  to  the  cha^ 
aetere  ot  tboae  venerabla  men,  than  to  this 
opinion,  the  Legm^Qi^  ^^  "tot  enforce  the 
new  regnlationa.  The  law  was  uew-modelled, 
a  sepante  court  of  Sfpesls  eetablisbed,  the 
indues  of  which  were  to  be  elected  by  Jcdnt 
nallot,  In  O(^ormity  with  the  constitution. 
New  members  were  added  to  the  general  court, 
and  it  was  declared  to  be  their  dnty  to  ride  the 
oirouits,    Tbe  judges  of  chancery,  of  the  gene- 


Stgea  of  araeab,  bnt  on  whom  that  dnt^  was 
poeed  by  law,  were  relieved  from  the  tax- 
thw  dlsdiaige  u  it.  In  this  arrangement  sev- 
eral of  the  jndgee  were  imderetood  to  have 
been  conanlted:  and  on  the  ballot  the  idx  senior 
jndgea  were  eleoted,  five  into  the  comt  of  ap- 
omIb,  and  the  sixth  in  tbe  court  of  chancery. 
Neverthdesi^  agidost  this  law  tbe  Judges  also 
protested,  aa  an  invasion  of  tbe  Judiciary  ca- 
tabliabment,  denying  the  right  of  the  Legiala- 
tore  to  deprive  them  of  office  in  any  other 
mode  (ban  is  pointed  out  in  tbe  constitution, 
(impeachment;)  but  to  make  way  for  the  pres- 
ent salutary  system,  they  do,  in  Uieir  mere  free 
will,  rerign  tlwir  appointments  as  judges  of  tbe 
court  of  ^tpeals,  and  as  they  do  not  hold  any 
separate  ccoamisdon  for  that  office,  which  migot 
t>e  returned,  they  do  order  the  same  to  be  r^ 
corded. 

Now,  mr,  I  ehall  not  contend,  as  I  certainly 
Qtight,  and  with  great  reason,  that  tbe  practica 
of  Virginia  most  be  considered  as  settling  the 
conetdtationikl  doctrine  of  the  State,  the  opin- 
ions of  individuals,  however  enlightened  and 


tb«r  office  of  Judges  in  chanoery,  as  well  as  of 
appeals,  and  the  Judgee  of  the  general  court  and 
oonrt  of  admiralty  also  divested  of  their  seats  on 
the  bench  of  the  court  of  appeals,  although  a 
conrt  of  appeals  was  supposed  neoewary,  and  was 
unedm  tbe  new  system;  nor  shall  I  insist  mi 
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the  ^Bpori^  between  the  stabUit;  of  the  Judicial 
braneh  of  OoremmeDt  in  the  e;e  of  the  Oonsti- 
tation  of  TirgiDia,  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
respectively,  assitrelj  I  might.  For  the  coiu'' 
tntion  of  V  Irginia  has  a  retrospect  to  pre-eiisti 
Judicial  egtoblishmente,  which  erperience  h 
tested,  which  were  allowed  to  be  beneficial,  and 
which  it  is  contended  were  Bonctioned  by  it. 
That  of  the  United  States,  formed  when  the 
Oonfederaoj  bad  no  snoh  eatablialuntntB,  is  to 
be  created,  from  time  to  time:  in  other  words, 
to  be  modified,  aa  experience  shall  point  out 
their  defects — this  power  being  devolved  on  a 
bodj  oonatttnted  by  express  mialterahls  pro- 
visions. .  No,  sir,  I  shall  not  dilate  npon  these 
fbroible  topics;  I  will  concede,  for  arsmnent 
Bake,  that  the  doctrine  contended  for  aj  the 
JndgM  of  Tirginla,  was  the  trae  constitntlonal 
doctrine,  and  will  apply  it  to  the  bill  on  jonr 
table,  having  first  applied  it  to  the  act  on  which 
it  is  intended  to  operate.  Previons  to  the  ez- 
istenoe  of  that  act,  the  duty  of  judge  of  the  cir- 
onit  court  was  performed  by  the  jadgee  of  the 
Bnpreme  Oonrt,  who  oonstitnted  a  oonrt  of  ap- 
peals, and  by  the  Judges  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts. These  were  jndges  of  the  cirenit  oonrt 
to  every  intent  and  purpose,  as  completely  as 
the  Jadges  of  Virginia  werejodgoa  of  appeali. 
By  the  operation  of  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
they  have  been  divested  of  this  offlee,  and  other 
persons  have  been  appointed  to  it  Unch 
atreas  is  laid,  mnoh  ingennity  ezerdsed  to  make 
metaphy^oai  distinctions  between  the  oonrt 
and  ^be  office.  I  will  grant  all  that  ^tiemen 
contend  for,  that  there  is  a  wide  distinction. 
Does  it  affect  the  case?  Doee  it  alter  the  jaot? 
The  late  drcnit  courts  were  not  only  abolished 
— the  persons  holding  the  offioe  of  jndge  of  those 
oonrts  no  Iod^  hold  it;  they  have  neither 
been  impeached,  nor  have  they  resigned.  They 
have  not  even  aooept«d  any  new  appointment 
inconsistent  with  it,  and  by  which  It  became 
vacant.  The  function  of  Jndge  of  the  circuit 
court  doee  or  doee  not  constitute  an  ofBce.  If 
ft  does,  then  the  Jadges  of  the  supreme  and  dis- 
trict conrta  have  boon  deprived  of  their  offloee, 
(the  discharge  of  whose  dutiee,~  be  it  remem- 
bered, ooastitat«s  no  small  part  of  the  consid- 
eration for  which  they  receive  th^  salaries.)  If 
it  does  not,  then  the  cironit  Jndges  are  not  now 
Bbont  to  be  derived  of  their  offices.  On  the 
passage  of  the  law  of  last  sesdon,  did  we  hear 
any  protest  against  Its  nnoonstitntionality  fh)nt 
the  Snpreme  or  district  conrta?  Of  any  reeig- 
nationa  of  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  circuit  ooortf 
in  order  "that  a  salutary  system  nught  take  ef- 
feott"  And  yet,  sir,  ia  not  that  oiBoe  aa  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  Snpreme  or  district  judge,  aa 
the  offioe  of  Judge  of  appeals  in  Virginia  is  from 
that  of  Jndge  of  the  general  oonrt,  chancery,  or 
admiralty)  Are  not  the  Jnrisdictions  of  those 
oonrte  separate  and  distinct)  Both  never  hav- 
ing original  jurisdiction  of  the  same  snbjeots; 
and  an  appeal  lying  from  the  inferior  to  thi 


dividnala)  What,  then,'  Is  the  difbraMe  be- 
tween taking  the  office  of  appeHflteJuria&KMi 
fh>m  the  Jnoge  who  poaseased  original  Juriadio- 
tion,  or  taking  tiie  office  of  orioinal  jona^etiim 
from  the  appellato  Jadge)  How  i  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Jad^  mor^  affected  by  the  ona 
act  than  by  the  other) 

To  prove  the  unconstitutionality  of  thk  tall, 
then,  by  a  reomrence  to  tlie  doctrine  of  the 
judicial  of  ViTginia,  is  to  prove  the  aaooi»tl- 
tutionality  of  the  law  of  which  It  will  efect  lb« 
repeal.  And  no  awument  has  hean,  or,  in  my 
poor  opinion,  can  be,  addnoed,  to  prove  tiw 
unconstitntionality  of  the  one,  which  wiQ  not 
equally  apply  to  uie  other.  Ho,  sir,  gentlaoan 
are  precluded  by  tbmr  own  act  ttom  KKWang 
the  groond  of  the  Judges  of  Virginia;  thoyais 
obliged  to  concede  th&t  we  have  the  pawer, 
becanae  they  have  already  eieroiied  it,  of  mod- 
ifying the  conrta,  and  here  they  concede  tha 
qnostion.  They  tell  jou  that  this,  howarei; 
mnst,  to  be  constitutional,  be  a  "bona  fide* 
modification.  It  l>eoomes  them  to  prove,  then, 
that  this  is  a  mala  fids  modification. 

Gentlemen  have  not,  they  cannot  meet  &w 
distinction  between  removing  the  Jedgea  (mn 
offioe  for  the  purpose  of  putlji^  In  another  per- 
son, and  abolishing  an  offioe  beeanse  it  is  nsuen 
or  oppressive.  Bnppose  the  oolleotors  of  jov 
taxes  held  their  offices  by  the  tenure  of  pwd 
behavior,  wonld  the  abolition  of  your  tana 
have  been  an  infraction  of  that  teauet  Or 
would  von  be  bound  to  retain  them,  krt  it 
should  infringe  a  private  right  t  If  the  npeal 
of  the  taxes  wonld  be  an  Infringement  of  that 
tenure  and  therefore  nnoonstitntional,  antU 


you  ring  all  the  changea  npon  the  severa 
dnties  on  gtampa,  carriages,  stilly  &&,  ud, 
because  yon  had  retained  the  man  and  aaj  osa 


of  tiieee  t^^aa  withont  diminiahing  bia  emcto- 
ments,  abolish  the  others  )  Would  not  tUa  be 
to  impair  the  tenure  <rf  the  offioe  whid  was 
abolished,  or  to  which  another  officer  mi^t 
have  been  appointed  by  a  new  regolaiionl 
Have  not  the  Jadges,  in  the  same  manner,  ban 
deprived  of  one  of  their  offices)  And  is  dc* 
the  tenure  as  completely  impured  thereby,  aa  if 
the  other  had  been  taken  away  alsol  Allhosgh 
it  will  begranted  that  the  fanofif  boot  somitek 
affected,  sinoe,  with  one  office,  be  has  the  aala/y 
fbrmerly  attached  to  both.  _ 

I  agree  that  the  oonstitntion  is  a  EmilM 
grant  of  power,  and  that  none  of  ita  geoow 
phrases  are  to  be  ooDStmed  into  an  sitMwa 
of  that  grant.  I  am  free  to  dedare,  that  if  the 
intent  of  this  tnll  is  to  get  rid  of  tbejodge^it 
is  a  perversion  of  yonr  power  to  a  bass  pur* 
pose ;  it  is  an  unoonstitntion^  act.  I^  oe  Iba 
contrary,  it  aims  not  at  the  diintacing  of  mm 
aet  of  men,  from  whom  yon  diflir  in  pdidtsl 
opinion,  with  a  view  to  tntrodnoe  othan, '"' 
at  the  general  good  by  aboliahing  useleaa  offiefa, 
it  is  a  oonatitntioud  act      The    q-»  —i^ 


But  we  are  told  that  this  ii  to  deelara  the  Jndi- 
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du7,'wbioh  the  oomtltntlon  baa  attempted  to 
IbrtUy  againgt  the  other  branches  of  Goveni- 
mcDt,  dependent  on  tlie  will  of  the  Legialatare, 
whoBB  discretion  alone  ii  to  limit  their  encroach- 
ment*.   WhilRt  I  contend  that  the  Legislature 
poBsea  thu  difloretton,  I  am  senrible  of  {he 
delicBcj  witb  vhloh  it  is  to  be  nsed.    It  is 
like  tha  power  of    impeachment,  or  of    de- 
otuing  war,  to  be  exercued  tinder  high  reapon- 
albility.    But  the  power  is  denied  since  its  ex- 
wdse  win  enable  flagitious  men  to  oTertnm 
Qw  Jndidary,  in  order  to  put  their  creatures 
into  oSee,  and  to  wreak  tJieir  vengeanoe  on 
thoH  who  haye  become  obnoiions  by  their 
merit    Tet  the  gentleman  expressly  saya,  that 
■TRiimentB  drawn  from  a  Hnpposition  of  extreme 
political  deprsTitf,  prove  nothing ;  that  eTerr 
GoTernment  pre-enpposes  a  certain  degree  <« 
honesty  in  its  nilere,  and  that  to  ai^e  from 
extreme  eases  is  totally  inadmissible.    Tet  tlie 
whole  of  this  argnment  ia  fonnded  on  the  anp- 
poaiticn  of  a  total  want  of  prindple  in  the  Le- 
gisUtnre  and  Execntive.    In  other  words,  argo- 
merits  drawn  from  the  hypothesis  are  irresistible 
vhen  urged  in  favor  of  tliat  gentleman's  opin- 
ioD ;  when  they  militate  against  Tiim,  they  are 
totilij  in^tplicable.    It  ia  stud  that  the  bUl  on 
Toer  table  cannot  oonstitntlonally  be  passed, 
MCfinsB  unprinoipied   men  will   pervert    the 
pdmr  to  the  basest  of  pnrposea;  that,  here- 
after, we  may  expect  a  revolntion  on  the  bench 
of  Ja3tio&  oa  every  change  of  party,  and  the 
politics  of  Uie  litigants,  not  tlie  merits  of  the 
nK,  are  to  govern  its  decisions.     The  Jndi- 
djuy  is  declared  to  be  the  gmirdian  of  the  oon- 
■titotion  against  infraction,  and  &o  prot«ction 
of  the  dtizen,  as  well  against  Legislative  as 
Sieentive  oppresdon.    Hence  the  neceanty  of 
■n  eqoal    independence  of  both.    For   it   is 
declared  to  be  an  absurdity,  that  we  shoold 
possess  the  power  of  controlling  a  department 
of  Qovemment  which  has  the  right  of  checking 
m;  since  thereby  that  check  may  be  either 
impaired  or  annuiUated.    Tliis  is  a  new  doc- 
trine of  check  and  balance,  according  to  which 
tiie  constitntion  has  unwisely  given  to  an  in- 
&ot  Legidatnie    the   power   of    impeaching 
tb^  giitrdiaii%  the  Jndges.    Apply  tliis  theo- 
17  to  the  reciprocal  oontra  of  the  two  branches 
a[  the  Legblstiire  over  each  other  and  the 
EiecQtive,  and  of  the  Executive  over  them. 
Bnt,  tar,  this  law  cannot  be  psssed,  becanse 
the  charwjter  of  the  bench  is  to  be  given  to  it 
by  the  L^slatmv,  to  the  entire  prostration  of 
ila  independence  and  impartiality.    It  will  be 
eonceded,  that  measores,  ench  as  have  been 
portrayed,  will  never  be  taken,  miless  the  senti- 
ment of  the  roling  party  is  ready  to  snpport 
thetn.    Altbongii  gentlemen  contend,  that  tlie 
offloe    of    Jadge    cannot   be    abolished,    they 
■re  not  bwdy  enongh  to  deny  that  It  may  be 
created.      Wnere  tlien,  eir,  is  the  check,  sup- 
posing snch  a  state  of  things  as  the  gentleman 
has  ima^ned,  (and  which  he  has  also  declared 
cannot    oe    conceived,)  which   shall    prevent 
nnprindidad  men  from  ciffbotilig  the  same  ob- 
Voi.  IL— « 


Ject  by  increadng  tie  number  of  jiidges,  !io  as 
to  overrule,  bytheir  createrea,  the  decisions  of 
theconrts!  Wonld  not  pnblio  opinion  be  as 
ready  to  sanction  the  one  as  the  other  of  these 
detestable  acts)  Would  not  the  same  evil 
which  has  excited  snch  apprehension  in  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  be  thns  effected  by  means 
even  more  injnriona  than  those  which  they 
have  specified  t  Without  any  breach  of  the 
constitntion  an  unprincipled  faction  may  e^ct 
the  end  which  is  so  much  apprehended  from 
the  measure  now  contemplated  to  be  adopted, 
I  might  add,  that,  when  the  pnblic  sentiment 
becomes  thos  corrupt,  the  ties  of  any  constitn- 
tion will  be  fonnd  too  feeble  to  control  the 
vengefal  ambition  of  a  triniophant  foction. 
The  rejection  of  this  bill  does  not  seotue  tbe 
point  which  has  fbtnishad  matter  for  so  mnch 
declamation.  Its  friends  are  represented  as 
grasping  at  power  not  devolved  npon  them  by 
ite  constitntion,  which  hereafter  is  to  M 
made  the  inatmment  of  deetroving  every  jodi- 
ciat  office,  for  the  purpose  or  reviving  them 
and  filling  the  places  with  their  partisans. 

I  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  to 
the  argnment^  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
and  I  have  generally  Kinnd,  in  their  oonverse,  a 
ready  toncbstone,  ibe  test  of  which  they  are 
rarely  calcnlated  to  withstand.  If  yon  ara 
predaded^xnn  passing  this  law,  lest  depraved 
men  make  it  a  precedent  to  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  yonr  Jndiciary,  do  von  not  concede 
that  a  desperate  Action,  finding  themselves 
abont  to  be  dismissed  from  the  confidence  of 
their  country,  may  pervert  the  power  of  erect- 
ing courts,  to  provide  to  an  extent  for  their 
adherents  and  tbemselves?  and  that  however 
flagrant  that  abuse  of  powerjt  is  remediless^ 
ana  mnst  he  submitted  to  !  Will  not  the  his- 
tory of  all  Governments  warrant  the  assertion,, 
tliat  tlie  creation  of  new  and  unnecessary  offlces- 
as  a  provision  for  political  partisans,  is  an  evir 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  abolition  of  use- 
less ones  ?  Is  nqt  an  abnse  of  power  more  to 
be  dreaded  ft^jm  those  who  have  lost  the  pub- 
lic confidence  than  from  those  whoee  interest  it 
will  be  to  cultivate  and  retm  It?  And  doe» 
not  the  doctrine  of  our  opponents  prove  that,, 
at  every  change  of  adminiAration,  the  nomber 
of  yonr  judges  are  probably  to  be  doubled} 
Does  It  not  involve  ibe  absurdity  that,  in  spite 
of  all  constitutional  prohibitions,  Congress  may 
exercise  the  power  of  creating  an  indefinite 
number  of  placemen,  who  are  to  be  maintained 
thronf^  life  at  the  expense  of  the  community  f 
Bnt,  when  theee  cases  are  cited,  you  are  n'ave- 
ly  t«1d  that  they  suppose  a  degree  of  p^tical 
depravity  which  puts  an  end  to  all  argument 
Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  state  an  important  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  the  two  sides  of  this 
House.    We  are  accused  of  an  ambitious  osnr- 

Sation  of  power;  of  a  design  to  destroy  a  great 
apartment  of  Qovemment,  because  it  thwarta 
our  views,  and  of  a  lawless  thirst  of  self-aggran- 
disement which  no  oontdderation  can  re$tr^. 
Let  na  not  be  amused  by  words.    Let  ta  attend 
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to  &cts.  Thejr  will  show  who  Are  contendiog 
for  nnUmited,  and  who  tor  limited  power.  The 
opponents  of  this  bill  oontond  tltat  the;  did  pos- 
ter the  power  of  creating  ofSoea'  to  an  indefinite 
omoont ;  whioh,  when  created,  were  beyond  tlte 
control  of  the  succeeding  L^jUatnre.  Thej,  of 
coarse,  contend  for  the  existence  of  SQch  a  fiower 
In  the  present  Legislature,  for  wbose  eierciM 
there  is  so  secnritv  bat  their  self-respect.  In 
other  words,  that  if  the  present  mqoritj  ahonld 
incur  the  aiwpicion  of  the  pieople,  they  may,  as 
soon  aa  there  is  any  indication  of  their  having 
forfeited  the  pablic  ooofidenoe,  on  the  signal  of 
their  dismissal  trom  their  present  station,  make 
ample  and  irrepealable  provision  for  themaelvea 
and  their  adherents,  by  ^e  creation  of  an  ade- 
qoate  nmnber  of  jadidal  offices.  Now,  air,  this 
is  a  power  which  we  reject,  thooeh  it  ia  in«»t- 
ed  that  we  possess  it  We  deny  that  suoh  an  an- 
thoritf  does  exist  in  ns.  We  assert  that  we  are 
not  clothed  with  the  tremcndoas  power  of 
erecting,  in  defiance  of  the  whole  spirit  and 
eipresH  letter  of  the  oonstitation,  a  vast  ladi- 
clal  aristocracy  over  the  heads  of  onr  fellow- 
dtizens,  on  wnoee  labor  it  la  to  prey.  Who, 
then,  are,  in  reality,  the  advocates  of  a  limited 
anthority,  and  who  are  the  champions  of  a  dan- 
gerous and  uncontrollBble  power?  In  my  esti- 
mation, the  wiseet  prayer  that  ever  was  composed 
is  that  whioh  deprecates  the  being  led  into 
temptation.  I  have  no  wish  to  be  exposed  my- 
selfj  nor  to  see  my  fHends  exposed,  to  the  dui- 

Eerous  allurementa  whioh  the  adi-erse  doctrine 
olds  out  Do  gentlemen  themselves  think 
that  the  penona,  whom  I  see  around  me,  ought 
to  be  trusted  with  snch  powers?  Kgnre  to 
yonnelrea  a  set  of  men,  whose  ineapocity  or 
want  of  principle  has  brought  on  tbem  the 
odiam  of  their  ooantry,  receiving,  in  the  month 
of  December,  the  solemn  wamiug,  that  on  the 
'  1th  of  Uarch  following,  they  are  to  be  diamisa- 
ed  &Dm  the  helm  of  Government;  establish  the 
doctrine  now  contended  for,  and  what  may  we  not 
expect?  Yes,  sir,  the  doctrine  advanoedby  our 
opponents  ia  that  of  nsnrpation  apd  ambition. 
It  aeniea  the  existence  of  one  power  by  establish- 
ing another  infinitely  more  dangerous ;  and  this 
you  are  told  ia  to  protect^  through  the  organ  of 
an  independent  judiciary,  the  vanquished  party 
from  the  persecotion  of  their  antagonists,  although 
it  has  been  shown  that,  b;  inoreaang  the  num- 
ber of  judges,  any  tone  whatever  may  be  given 
to  the  Dench, 

The  theory  for  which  oentlemen  contend 
seems  to  me  far-fbtched  and  overstruned.  A 
mighty  enginery^  is  set  Jn  motion,  which  to  all 


SabUfi 


le  perpetration  of  mischief,  I^  how- 
evuT,  the  people  should  be  of  a  difierent  opin- 
ion, I  trust  that  at  the  next  election  they  will 
apply  the  oonstitntiomd  corrective.  That  is 
the  tme  check ;  every  other  check  ia  at  vari- 
ance with  the  principle,  that  a  free  people  an 
OMable  of  self-government 

Bnt,  sir,  if  yon  pass  the  law  the  Judges  are 
to  pot  their  veto  npon  it  by  deuaring  it  unoon 


stitotionBl.  Here  Is  a  new  power,  ol 
and  uncontrollable  nature,  conteoded  for.  Hm 
deciuon  of  a  oonstitutioasl  question  must  Ttit 
somewhere.  Shall  it  be  confided  to  men  im- 
mediately responsible  to  tlie  people,  or  to  tboM 
who  are  irreqxmsible  ?  for  the  reaponuUlit;  bj 
imt>eachment  is  little  leas  than  a  name.  Froni 
whom  is  a  corrupt  decision  most  to  be  feared? 
To  me  it  appears  that  the  power  which  has  the 
right  of  pasaiDg,  without  appeal,  on  the  vilidity 
of  yonr  laws,  is  your  sovereign.  Bet  an  eitrtow 
case  is  put;  abillof  attainder  is  passed  ;aietb« 
jndgea  to  snpport  the  oonstitotion  or  the  law) 
Shall  they  obey  Qod  or  Mammon?  Yet  yon 
cannot  argue  from  snch  casee.  But,  rir,  are  we 
not  as  deeply  interested  in  the  true  enmitian 
of  the  oonstitntion,  as  the  Jndgescanbs?  Witli' 
all  tlie  deferenoe  to  their  tdents,  is  not  CougnM 
as  capable  of  forming  a  ;  Drreot  oiniiion  as  tbej 
are  ?  Are  cot  its  members  acting  under  a  re- 
sponsibility to  pnblio  opinion,  wMch  eaa  ud 
will  check  th^  aberrations  from  duty  ?  Let  ■ 
oaae,  not  an  imaginaiT  one,  be  stated:  Ooopm 
violates  the  oonstitation  by  fettering  the  pr«» ; 
the  J ndidal corrective  b  applied  to;  fikr&wa 
protecting  the  liber^  of  the  dtizen,  or  the  let- 
ter of  the  constitntion,  you  find  them  ootdoing 
the  Lesislatnre  in  xeal ;  preadng  the  oomman 
law  of  England  to  their  service  where  the  sec- 
tion law  did  not  apply.  Suppose  your  reliawe 
had  been  altogether  on  this  broken  at*^  uid 
not  on  the  elective  principle  ?  Yonr  pre»  migbt 
have  been  enchaineil  till  doomsday,  yonr  dtlKoi 
incarcerated  for  life,  and  where  is  yonr  remedy? 
But  if  the  conatructiou  of  the  oonstituttoe  is  left 
with  ns,  there  are  no  longer  limits  to  our  power, 
and  this  woold  be  true  if  an  appeal  did  not  lie 
through  the  elections,  fit>iD  ns  to  the  nation,  to 
whom  alone,  and  not  a  few  privil^ed  indirid- 
naU,  it  belongs  to  dedde,  in  the  last  resort,  oo 
the  oonstitntion.  Gentlemen  tell  ns  that  ou 
docUine  will  carry  the  people  to  the  gaJlew*  if 
they  Buffer  themselves  to  be  misled  into  the  be- 
lief that  the  Judges  are  not  theeiposttonoflht 
coDstitation.  Thdr  practice  has  carried  the 
people  to  infamous  punishment,  to  fine  and  im- 
prisonment ;  and  had  they  affixed  the  penalty 
of  death  to  tbeir  unoonstitntioi^  lBwe,jiidga 
would  not  have  been  waatiiig  to  candact  Umb 
to  the  gibbet. 

lb.  Maooh. — Aa  no  other  member  at  pes- 
ent  seems  di^MMad  to  t^e  the  floor,  I  will  ask 
the  attenljoiL  of  the  oraunittee  for  a  law  iud- 
ntes.  I  have  attended  with  the  greatest  patJeaoe 
and  diUgence,  to  tbe  argamenta  of  gentleiMa 
who  oppose  the  bill  aa  nnoonslitutraul :  and 
had  they  prodaoed  a  single  doobt  In  my  misd 
on  the  point  of  oonatdtntiouality,  I  sboou  mort 
certainly  have  vot«d  with  them  against  tbe  bill 
on  your  table ;  bat  I  can  with  truth  lay.  I  ba^e 
not  heard  any  argnmeot  whioh  has  in  tlw  let* 
chan^  my  first  conviodon,  that  we  have  a 
oonstitntioEial  ri^t  to  pass  it 

I  should  not,  I  believe^  have  noken  on  ihii 
qnestioD,  bad  not  my  ooUeagne^  woo  differ  viik 
me  in  opinion,  thon^it  pnfiet  to  bring  into  vie* 
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a  TOta  of  tiie  LegiBUtnre  of  the  State,  instract- 
ing  her  Senaton  and  reoonunendiug  it  to  the 
BepneetitativM  to  um  their  beet  endesTora  to 
obtain  a  repeal  of  the  last  Judiciary  act.  On 
t^  reeolation  of  the  State  Legislatore,  they 
made  Bome  extraordinar]'  remarks,  which  J 
mean  to  notice ;  bat  flrgt  permit  me  to  infonn 
the  ccmmlttee,  that  it  has  been  the  constant 
practice  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  General  Goyemment 
to  the  preeent  day,  to  instrnot  her  Senatore, 
and  to  recommend  to  her  BepreMntatJTee,  to 
pnrsoe  snch  measures  on  all  the  great  sational 
qneetlona  that  have  oecnired,  as  ue  Legislature 
Judged  the  interest  of  the  State  reijiiirei  and 
this  proceeding  has  never  been  considered  im- 
proper. I  shall  endearor  to  answer  the  gentle- 
men in  the  order  they  spoke,  begimiing  with 
my  ooUeagne  (Mr,  Hgndbbsoit,)  who  was  first 
on  the  fioor.  If  I  understand  him  rightly,  (and 
if  I  do  not  he  will  oorrect  me.  because  it  is  not 
my  desire  to  misstate  a  single  word,)  he  said 
that  the  Lepslatnre  of  the  Stale  might  have 
adopted  the  resolutjous  in  consequence  of  the 
Heesage  of  the  President ;  bnt,  upon  examina- 
tion ot  the  d&tee,  this  will  be  found  to  be  im- 
posnble.  The  meiaage  could  not  have  reached 
the  Le^atnre  before  the  qnestion  on  the  re- 
flolotions  was  taken  and  decided;  and  on  no 
important  question  was  ihat  body  ever  more 
onanimons ;  and  though  mj  colleague  has  sud 
the  question  was  there  viewed  bnt  on  one  side, 
*nd  decided  in  a  manner  w  parte,  yet  I  will 
be  bold  to  say,  if  there  were  any  members  in 
that  Legislature  who  thought  on  this  subjeat  as 
h«  does,  he  enjoyed  the  same  right  there  that  my 
coOeague  does  here,  to  deliver  his  sentiments. 

Knowing  as  I  do  the  great  talents  and  inte- 
pity  of  my  coUe^ne,  and  I  believe  no  one  on 
tiiia  door  knows  them  better,  I  was  surprised 
when  he  charged  others  with  being  under' the 
influence  of  passion,  when  hia  conduct  must 
convince  them  that  he  was  gnided  by  the  very 
paaaion  which  ha  attribnted  to  others.  He 
quoted  the  Oonstitution  of  North  Carolina ;  let 
OS  examine  it,  and  see'  whether  his  argument 
can  be  aided  by  the  practice  under  that  instru- 
ment The  thirteenm  article  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words :  that  "  the  General  Assembly  shall, 
by  joint  ballot  of  both  Eonaee,  appoint  judges 
of  the  Bopr«ae  conrt  of  law  ud  of  egnity,  judges 
of  admitalty,  and  attorney  general,  who  shall  be 
eommisaoned  by  the  Governor,  and  hold  their ' 
ofBoea  daring  ^ood' behavior."  On  this  clause 
he  noted  the  independence  of  the  State  Judi- 
ciary; and  they  are  independent  so  long  as  the 
law  creating  their  office  ia  iu  force,  and  no 
longra" ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  noticcL  that  in  this 
eectioiL  no  mention  Is  made  of  salary,  and  yet 
the  in  wee  have  been  considered  as  independent 
aa  toe  Judges  of  the  United  States.  Soon  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  the  Legislature 
of  the  States  established  oourte  in  conformity 
thereto ;  flrst  countv  courts,  and  then  superi- 
or, and  afterwards,  by  a  Legislative  act,  with- 
out dectiiig  A  nngle  new  jn^e,  gave  the  supe- 


rior oonrta  the  additional  Jnrisdiclion  of  a  court 
of  equity,  and  never  a  solitary  complaint,  that 
this  law  was  unoonatitntioDal ;  and  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  that  if  you  can  make  a  court  of 


what  becomes,  in  this  oase,  of  the  c< 
which  is  to  be  held  daring  ^ood  behavior !  It 
is,  according  to  my  oonstruction,  to  last  no  long- 
er than  the  law  which  created  the  office  re- 
mains in  force,  and  this  is  long  enough  to  make 
the  jndges  independent  As  to  the  salary  ot 
the  Judges  of  North  Carolina,  the  twenty-fimt 
section  of  the  oonstitutdon  says,  "  they  shall  have 


gislature,  to  lessen  as  well  as  to  add  to  their 
salaries,  the  Judges,  It  is  a^n-eed,  are  indepen- 
dent. My  ooUeagne  well  knows,  that  many 
attempts  have  been  made  to  deprive  the  superior 
courts  of  exercising  any  JnriscUction  in  oases  of 
equity ;  and  he  also  know^  that  attempts  hare 
been  made  to  establish  a  ooort  of  appeau,  which 
should  revise  the  decisions  of  the  superior  oonrta 
now  in  being ;  and  by  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  any  supreme  court  may,  on  prteentment 
of  a  grand  jury,  try  the  Rovernor  for  mal-adodn- 
istrstion,  &C.,  and  I  beheve  the  present  courts 
are  authoriied  to  do  this.  I  have  not  at  this 
place  been  able  to  see  the  act  which  ^ves  thli 
anthori^ ;  but  no  doubt  is  entertained  of  the 
&ct 

It  il  dear,  ^en,  that  in  North  Oarolina,  bU 
parties  have  thought  that  "during  good  tie- 
havior,"  only  meant  so  long  as  the  offloe  existed ; 
beoanae,  by  eetabliahing  a  conrt  of  appeals,  the 
judges  now  in  being  would  not  be  supreme 
'Judges,  and  in  all  these  various  attempts,  no 
one  ever  charged  either  of  them  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. On  examination  of  the  Constitution 
of  North  Carolina,  it  will  be  found  that  it  makes 
proviaon  for  the  appointment  of  other  officers 
by  the  Legislature,  but  says  nothing  abont  ade- 
quate compensation,  except  in  the  aeotiun  lost 
read,  and  u.yoa  tase  the  office  away,  what  Is 
an  adequate  compensation  fordoing  nothing! 


I  hold,  which  is  taken  fWim  the  twenty-ninth 
section,  that  "no  Judge  of  a  Supreme  Court 
shall  have  a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly,"  and 
my  colleagne  knows,  that  the  present  Judges 
coidd  not  hold  a  seat  there,  because  they  ar« 
supreme  JudRes.  And  he  also  knows,  that  no 
one  ever  doubted  the  oonstitntjonal  rigiit  of  the 
Legislature  to  establish  the  courts  before  men- 
tioned ;  and  it  seems  to  me  this,  on  his  oon- 
stmction,  wonld  be  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, because,  having  once  made  a  Supreme 
Court,  it  must  always  remain  so,  to  secure^  what 
he  oalla,  the  independence  of  the  jndges. 

Sir,  I  was  astonished  when  my  colleagne  said, 
that  the  Judges  should  hold  theh:  offices,  whether 
useftil  or  not,  and  that  their  independence  was 
necessary,  as  be  emphatically  said,  to  protect 
the  people  against  uidr  worst  enemies  them- 
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BelTM ;  their  luefulnees  U  tbe  odIj  true  toat  of 
their  necea^ty,  and  if  ther^is  no  use  for  them, 
they  ought  not  to  be  coatinnKl.  I  will  here  aak 
my  colleama  whether,  (dnoe  the  year  1783,  he 
has  hevd  of  anv  disorder  in  the  State  we  re- 
present, or  whetner  any  act  has  been  done  there 
which  can  warrant  or  justi^  soch  an  opinion, 
that  "it  ia  Decesssry  to  hove  Jndgea  to  protect 
the  people  &oni  their  worst  enemies,  them- 
selves." I  hod  thonkht  we,  the  people,  formed 
this  OoTemment,  and  miRhl  be  tnuted  with  it 
My  colleague  never  conid  nave  uttered  this  sen- 
tence, had  he  not  been  governed  by  that  passion 
which  he  snppoees  goverua  others.  It  ie  trae 
that  we  are  not  a  nch  and  wealthy  State,  bnt 
it  is  eqaally  tma,  that  there  ia  no  State  in  the 
Union  more  attached  to  order  and  law ;  and  my 
oolleagne  himself  would  not  say  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  have  jndges  for  this  pnrpoae  in  the 
oonntry  we  repreMDt ;  the  people  there  behave 
decently  withont  having  Federal  Jadgea,  or 
standing  armies,  to  protect;  them  against  them- 
selves. Is  it  not  atrang«,  that  the  people  shonld 
have  sense  enough  to  pay  their  taxes  without 
being  driven  to  it  by  superior  foroe,  and  not 
have  sense  eoongb  to  take  care  of  Uiemselves 
vrithont  this  new  Judiciary  t  They  certainly 
contrived  to  do  this  before  the  act  eetablishing 
this  Jndiciary  passed. 

Another  expression  of  his  equally  astonished 
me ;  he  said,  that  on  the  7th  da;  of  December, 
a  spirit  which  had  aproad  discord  and  destruc- 
tion in  other  coontriea,  made  its  entiy  into  this 
EoQse.  What  1  are  we  to  be  told,  because  at 
the  last  election  the  people  thought  proper  to 
change  some  of  their  representaUves,  and  to  put 
oat  some  of  those  who  had  heretfiibre  been  in 
power,  and  to  put  Others  in  power  of  different 
opinions,  that  a  destroying  spirit  entered  into 
all  the  public  iimctionaries?^  For  what,  sir,  are 
elections  held,  if  it  t>e  not  that  the  people  shoold 
change  their  representatives  when  they  do  not 
like  them?  And  are  we  to  be  told  from  the 
house-tops,  that  the  only  nse  of  elections  is  to 
promote,  not  publio  good,  bat  public  nuscluef  ? 
We  are  also  told,  that  this  conatituUon  wa»  to 
be  destroyed  by  the  all-devonring  enemeeof 
its  enemies.  Who  are  its  enemies!  We  are 
not,  nor  do  I  think  there  are  anv  in  this  House ; 
bnt  there  are  parties  as  well  m  this  House  aa 
out  of  doors,  and  no  man  wiahea  more  sincerely 
than  I  do,  that  they  were  amalgamated,  that 
we  night  get  rid  of  all  party  gall,  and  free  onr- 
fldtea  from  improper  reflections  hereafter.  But 
by  what  energy  ia  the  oonatitution  to  be  de- 
stroyed} The  only  energy  heretofore  used,  and 
which  made  the  change  so  much  complsined  o^ 
was  the  energy  of  election.  Sir,  I  soaroely  know 
what  to  aay  when  I  hear  sach  nncommon  sen- 
timents utt«red  from  a  head  so  correot  and  a 
heart  so  pure ;  It  is  the  effect  of  a  passion  of 
irhich  he  Is  unconscious.  Agtun  he  aaya,  if  you 
repeal  this  law,  the  rich  will  oppress  the  poor. 
Kothing  bat  too  much  law  can  any  where  put 
It  in  the  power  of  the  rich  to  oppresa  the  poor. 
Snppoae  yon  had  no  law  at  aU,  could  the  rich 


oppreaa  the  poor}  Oould  they  get  six,  eiRhtoi 
ten  per  cenL  for  money  from  the  poor  without 
law!  If  you  destroy  ali  law  and  govenuneut, 
can  the  few  oppress  the  many,  or  mil  the  mvij 
oppre«B  the  few  I  But  the  pssain^  the  biQ  ym 
neither  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  nch  to  opprcM 
the  poor,  nor  the  poor  to  oppress  the  mb. 
There  will  then  be  law  enough  in  the  comny 
to  prevent  the  one  from  oppresong  the  other. 
But  while  the  elective  principle  remains  free, 
no  great  danger  of  lasting  oppresnon  can  be 
really  apprehended ;  as  long  as  this  continue^  ' 
thepeople  will  know  who  to  trost. 

We  have  hoard  mocb  about  the  judges,  md 
the  neoeaaity  of  their  independence.  Iwlllitite 
one  fact,  to  show  that  they  have  power  u  vt& 
as  inderandence.  Soon  after  the  eatabliehmBiit 
of  the  Federal  Courts,  they  iaaaed  a  writr^iol 
being  a  professioual  man  I  shall  not  undertak« 
to  give  its  name — to  the  Suprene  Oonrt  oi 
Norih  Carolina,  directing  a  case  then  depeudiiig 
in  the  State  court  to  be  brought  into  the  Fed- 
eral Oonrt.  The  State  Jndgw  refused  to  obey 
the  summons,  and  laid  the  whole  proceeding 
before  the  Legislature,  who  approved  tliwr  con- 
duct, and,  as  well  as  I  remember  nnanimouslj ; 
and  this  in  that  d^  was  not  called  disargasii- 

Aa  so  mnoh  has  been  said  abont  the  lewh- 
tiooa  of  Nortii  Carolina,  I  will  r^feat  aguci,  thtt 
it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  LegiHUliiK  le 
expresa  th^  opinion  on  great  national  lulgects, 
and  will  ask  my  colleagues  whether  they  ever 
heard  any  complaint  oi  the  resdutions  alxxit 
the  Western  land  t  And  whether  none  of  than 
in  the  iLegislatiire  never  voted  bx  the  lest^ 
tions  about  the  western  land,  nor  about  pod- 
offioae  and  poBt-roadal  The  LegisUCura  anrely 
had  as  mnon  right  to  give  an  opioioD  is  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York ;  hut,  v^ 
it  upon  what  footing  yon  please,  it  is  mUtled 
to  respect,  as  the  umnflnenced  opuiion  of  to 
many  respectable  individaalsi  and  theLe^da^ 
tore  never  intended  nor  wished  that  the  rteem- 
mendation  to  the  representatives  ehocld  be 
binding  on  them  at  all  events;  andif  Ibdiered 
the  bill  to  be  unoonstitutional,  I  ahonld  not  vote 
for  it,  bnt  as  I  do  not,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
pardon  me  for  pursuing  my  own  smtinienta, 
and  voting  for  it,  I  hope  no  man  will  sBcribe 
to  me  a  diapomtion  to  produce  anarchy  in  n? 
native  country.'  Although  poor  m^sel^  I  i** 
u  Btrtmg  a  desire  aa  tuy  one  on  this  floor  ivt 
the  preservation  of  good  order  and  good  gov* 
emment. 

It  has  htxa  asked,  by  the  gentieman  fitan 
Delaware,  (Mr.  Batahd,)  vrill  the  gw^^^ 


to  aay  that  it  was  done  at  an  improper  tims; 
and,  m  showing  that  it  was,  I  hope  1  d»ll  ha 
pardoned  for  travelling  over  b^to  that  Ksllj 
have  nothing  to  do  witii  the  merits  ^'''^F'?'* 
ent  question.  That  act  is  now  doM,  vi,  w 
what  I  aay,  it  U  not  to  be  ondentood  imi 
wish  Congress  shoold  put  th^  hands  i^oa  n- 
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It  will  be  noticed  tbat  Oongrew  are  anthorlzed 
to  e«UbIiah  post-offioes  &Dd  poet-roods  for  the 
Reoenl  and  equal  diBgemination  of  information 
tliroaghont  &e  United  States;  and  ia  it  not 
known  that  no  act  was  passed  on  that  rabJMt 
beFore  the  assamption  of  the  Btate  debta,  and 
that  there  was  only  one  post-road  which  ran 
near  the  aea-ooast!  Of  coarse,  the  people  in  the 
interior  aonntrr  had  no  oommtuiioAtion  with 
tbom  in  the  Government,  nor  had  thej  any 
knowledge  of  what  waa  doing.  But  the  ridi 
n>ecnlBtor,  who  was  on  the  spot,  by  going  into 
tlie  mnntry  where  the  people  were  ignorant  of 
what  had  been  done,  purchased  up  their  certii- 
tatee — the  only  reward  thejt  had  received  for 
their  toil  and  woonds — at  about  on©-t«nth  of 
their  valne.  And  it  ia  possible  that  man;  of 
these  pttrchases  may  have  been  made  with  pnb- 
liQ  money.  And  it  is  clear  to  me,  tbat  if  a  pro- 
per mimber  of  post-roads  had  been  established, 
before  the  act  was  passed  for  assnmiDg  the 
State  debta,  the  war-worn  soldier  would  not 
have  lost  half  as  mneh  as  he  did  by  the  apeen' 
lation  on  his  certdflcates. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  says  we  drove 
them  to  tbo  direct  tax.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  beard  of  a  minority  driving  a  majority.  Is 
snch  a  thing  po^ble!  Did  we  drive  them  to 
I  the  meaanres  that  made  snob  immense  eipendi- 
tnns  of  th«  pnblio  money  neceeaary  I  So,  sir, 
we  opposed  Uiose  measoree  as  nselesa ;  and  the 
trne  groond  of  the  direct  tax  is  this :  the  pnblio 
money  was  expended ;  public  credit  was  stretch- 
sd,  until,  to  preserve  it,  it  beoame  necessary  to 
provide  for  paying,  and  the  means  adopted 
were  the  direct  tax. 

The  same  gentleman  tells  na  there  ia  notiiing 
nered  in  the  eyce  of  infidels.  We  know  onr 
opponenta.  The  alloMon  here  ia  too  plain  not 
to  be  nnderstood;  and  evidently  is,  that  those 
who  differ  with  Mm  in  opinion  are  infidels.  This 
is  a  strong  expression ;  it  wonld  have  seemed 
that  his  love  of  Amerioans  onght  to  have  pre- 
vented the  nse  i^  it  I  shall  make  no  answer 
to  it,  exeept  to  remind  him  that  in  a  book,  the 
tnth  of  whicb  he  will  not  deny,  be  will  find 
tiieae  words,  "  Jkdfft  mat,  le*t  ye  he  judged^ 
He  also  said  tliat  goitlemen  might  look  to  the 
ExecotiTe  for  vioSma,  and  not  to  the  jndges. 
Notwithstanding  this  remark,  and  withont  con- 
demning or  approving  the  appointments  made 
by  the  Ute  Preaident,  I  hope  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  express  my  own  ideas,  withont  being  con- 
sidered aa  nuder  the  inflnence  of  the  present 
President.  Prior  to  the  foorth  of  last  March, 
all,  or  nearly  all,  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
Gxecntive,  were  in  the  hands  of  men  of  one  po- 
litical opinioa  On  that  day,  the  people  changed 
the  Prendent,  becanse  they  did  not  like  meaa- 
nres that  had  been  pnrsned.  Bnt,  to  those  who 
have  attended  to  the  debates  in  thia  House,  it 
mast  appear  strange,  indeed,  to  hear  gentlemen 
complain  of  the  Prerident  having  in  t^ce  those 
who  agree  with  him  in  opinion,  when  we  were 
formerly  told  that  the  Frerident  would  do  wrong 
if  he  appointed  to  office  those  who  djfbred  from 


him  in  political  opinion ;  and  whenever  he  had 
done  it,  he  had  had  eanse  to  repent  of  it.  Was 
that  opinion  then  correct,  and  now  false,  in  the 
estimation  of  gentlemen  I  For  my  part,  I  did 
not  think  the  opinion  correct  when  I  first  heard 
it,  nor  have  I  since  been  oon^^ced  of  its  pro- 
priety. Indeed,  before  I  can  think  so,  I  mnst 
have  a  worse  opinion  of  hnman  nature  than  I 
now  have,  and  thiok  of  men  as  they  pretend  to 
Aink  of  ns,  which  -  Ood  forbid  I  Bnt,  taking 
things  as  they  are,  what  coarse,  on  this  poin^ 
is  most  fair  and  tolerantt  The  community,  as 
well  as  this  Honso,  la  divided  into  two  parties. 
It  seemn  to  me,  that  all  the  most  tolerant  could 
wisi),  would  be  an  equal  division  of  the  ofScea 
l>etweeD  the  parties,  and  tbns  yon  might  fix  a 
reciprocal  check  on  each  other.  Bat  I  sak  gen* 
tlemen  to  be  candid,  and  tell  me  whether  they 
are  at  this  time  equally  divided?  Sir,  they 
know  that  there  are  many  more  persons  who 
now  fill  offices  who  agree  with  them  in  opinion 
than  agree  with  us.  As  to  myself  I  care  not 
who  fill  nffloes,  provided  they  act  honestly  ood 
foithfoUy  in  them.  I  can  with  trath  say,  so 
little  party  attachment  have  I  on  this  head,  that 
I  never  solicited  to  have  any  man  dischai^^ 
{him  office.  Knowing  that  a  large  m^ority  of 
thoee  now  in  office  agree  with  those  gentlemen 
in  political  opinion,  I  am  at  a  loss  for  the  canse 
of  all  this  clamor.  They  have  jio  donbt  some 
reason  for  it,  which  has  not  I>een  declared.  The 
fact  Is,  they  have  a  mnJority  of  the. offices,  and 
a  m^ority  of  the  people  are  with  na.  I  am  con- 
t«nted  it  should  be  so. 

The  gentleman  has  dwelt  much  on  a  suMeot 
which,  from  my  habits  of  lif&  I  am  not  enabled 
ftilly  to  notice ;  I  mnst  decide  for  myself  and, 
jnd^g  with  the  small  riiare  of  information  I 
posBC^  I  cannot  agree  with  him.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  nnderstand  the  subject  sa  well  as  ha 
doee,  but  certainly  he  was  not  so  perapicuons 
as  it  might  have  been  expected.  I  mean,  rir, 
his  opinion  on  the  common  law.  He  told  ns 
that  the  Judges  only  adopted  snch  parts  of  the 
common  law  of  En^and  as  snited  the  people, 
and  that  he  apprehended  no  danger  from  this. 
Sir,  I  do  apprehend  danger  from  Qiis,  becanse  I 
cannot  find  any  anthority  given  them  in  th« 
(unstitntion  to  do  it,  and  I  sappose  it  is  not  an 
inherent  ri^t.  Withont  pretending  to  know 
the  extent  of  this  common  law,  it  has  always 

Speared  to  me  to  be  extremely  dangerous  to 
a  rights  of  the  people,  for  any  person  not 
elected  bv  them,  to  undertake  to  exercise  the 
power  of  le^alating  fbr  them,  and  this  adopting 
the  common  law  is  only  another  name  for  legis- 
lation. He  has  also  told  ua,  that  the  States  had 
adopted  it.  If  the  States  adopted  it,  it  became 
a  law  of  the  State,  and  not  of  the  United  States; 
bnt  the  adoption  of  it  by  the  individual  Btatea, 
could  not  give  the  jndges  a  right  to  adopt  it  for 
the  United  States.  Thejadgcs  have  no  powers 
bnt  what  are  given  by  the  coostitotion  or  by 
statute,  and  this  power  cannot  be  fonnd  in  either. 
He  even  told  ns,  that  the  constitution  was  a 
dead  letter  withont  it.    I  do  not  believe  tbit 
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traa  the  optDion  of  the  ooDvenUon  that  formed 
it,  and  by  an  ezuDiaation  of  the  debates  of  the 
State  conreotions  that  ratified  it,  it  will  not  be 
fonod  to  be  their  opiDion;  nor  is  it,  I  believe, 
the  opioion  of  mil  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  the  constitution  wonld  be  a  dead 
letter  without  the  common  l»w  of  England.  I 
have  understood,  that  one  of  them  has  ^Ten  it 
as  hifl  opinion,  that  the  common  law  was  not  in 
force  in  the  United  States.  The  gentleman  told 
□s,  that  the  Sedition  law  was  oonstitnttonal,  and 
that  the  judges  bod  so  determined.  This  we 
have  often  been  told  before ;  bat,  in  mv  opin- 
ion, the  oontrary  la  the  fact.  I  firml;-  believe 
there  is  no  anthority  given  in  the  constitution 
to  pass  that  law,  and  although  the  Jndges  agree 
with  him  in  opinion,  I  believe  the  people  agree 
with  me.  He,  like  mj  colteagne,  did  not  pre- 
tend to  sa;  that  the  jadges  nnder  the  old  sjstem 
had  too  maoh  bnainess,  hnt  too  much  riding. 
The  whole  bnrden  of  the  song  seems  to  be  riding 
and  aalarj,  salarj  and  riding ;  ;oa  may  deatroy 
the  office,  but  the  officer  most  have  his  sakiy, 
ftnd  tills  I  suppose  without  riding.  The  old  sys- 
tem was,  in  my  opinion,  eijnal  to  every  object 
of  JDstioe  ooDtemplated  by  its  establishment. 

The  gentleman  baa  asoribed  to  us  the  wish  to 
have  the  oonrts  vidoosly  formed.  Is  it  possible, 
that  he  can  have  so'  d^roding  an  idea  of  the 
American  people,  as  to  snnpose  they  wonld  send 
men  here  to  legislate  on  uieir  dearest  interests, 
ED  base  and  cormpt,  as  to  wish  their  oonrts  so 
fonned,  that  vice  and  not  virtue  ahonld  prevail 
1q  them  t  I  am  happy  to  say  that  gentleman 
ie  the  only  one  who  nas  nttered  a  sentiment  so 
abhorrent  to  himian  nature.  He  also  said,  if 
roQ  permit  the  State  ooorts  to  execute  jonr 
laws,  yoD  would  have  no  constitution  In  ten 
yean.  I  have  not  heard  any  one  express  a  de- 
idre  that  yon  shonld  have  no  oonrta,  or  that  the 
State  courts  should  execute  all  your  laws ;  bnt 
I  do  not  believe,  that  if  the  State  courts  were 
to  execute  your  laws,  that  they  would  destroy 
the  constitntion  which  they  are  sworn  to  snp- 
port.  He  has  told  as  that  we  pdd  millions  for 
■n  army  wliich  might  be  nseless,  and  refused 
thonsends  to  a  Judiciary  which  was  oseflil.  As 
to  the  army,  those  who  agree  with  me  in  sen- 
timent, are  as  clear  of  it  as  it  is  poeuble  for  men 
to  be  of  any  political  sin  whatever ;  we  always 
considered  them  oseleas,  except  in  a  small  &- 
gree,  and  voted  against  them. 

Bat,  says  he,  this  is  the  Prerident's  meaeore; 
he  may  prevent  it  This  is  indeed  a  bold  asser- 
tion. Are  a  m^ority  of  this  House  so  degra- 
ded, so  mean,  so  destitute  of  honor  or  morality, 
aa,to  act  at  the  nod  of  a  President)  What  the 
majority  may  hereafter  do,  I  cannot  4«ll ;  but  T 
Mn  say,  as  yet  they  have  done  nothing  which 
even  the  eye  of  criticism  can  find  fault  with. 
Bnt  are  we  to  infer  from  these  charges,  that  it 
has  heretofore  been  the  practice  for  the  Pred- 
dent  to  give  the  tone  to  the  majority  of  the 
House,  and  to  wield  them  abont  as  he  pleased  t 
I  had,  befbre,  a  better  q>ini(ai  of  onr  adversa- 
Ika.    I  had  thou^t,  and  still  think,  that  ao 


man  can  wield  a  m^ority  of  this  House;  that 
the  House  is,  and  has  been,  too  independent  for 
this;  to  think  otherwise,  would  be  degrading 
to  my  oonntij.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  gen- 
tleman from  Belaware  himself,  with  ill  U] 
talents,  can  wield  tliose  with  whom  he  generally 
votes,  at  his  will  and  pleasare. 

Much  has  been  said  abont  the  mannet  in 
which  the  late  law  was  passed,  and  the  pnipose 
for  which  it  was  done.  I  hope  I  shall  be  psr- 
doned  forsaying  nothing  on  this  sntject;  eaongh, 
if  not  too  much  has  already  been  sud  on  it;  nor 
can  I  conceive  that  it  has  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  question. 

The  true  qneetion  is,  were  there  ocnrta  toaoA 
nnder  the  old  system,  to  do  the  bnsne»  of  the 
nation !  In  my  opinion  there  were.  Ve  had  do 
complaints  that  suits  multiplied,  or  that  bnsinta 
was  generally  delayed;  and  when  gentleuKD 
talk  about  Federal  courts  to  do  the  business  rf 
the  people,  they  seem  to  forget  that  there  aie 
State  oourts,  and  that  the  State  courts  hire 
done,  and  will  continue  to  do  almost  the  wbtJe 
business  of  the  people  in  every  part  rf  tb» 
Union ;  that  but  very  few  suits  can  be  bronght 
into  the  Federal  courts,  compared  with  those 
that  may  be  brought  into  me  Slate  muta 
They  will  be  convinced  that  under  the  old  sys- 
tem, we  had  federal  judges  and  courts  enough; 
besides,  sir,  I  believe  each  State  knows  hot 
what  courts  they  need,  and  if  they  have  vat 
enough,  they  have  the  power  and  can  easlT 
make  more.  I  am  sure  the  old  system  wuvertd 
every  purpose  for  the  State  I  Uve  in  as  weQ  m 
the  new. 

He  also  told  us,  that  we  attwipt  to  in  in- 
directly what  we  cannot  do  directh*.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  such  attempL  The  bill  Is  etrtuoly 
a  direct  attempt  to  repeal  the  act  of  the  bH 
session  ;  but  I  have  sewi  things  done  indirectly 
which  I  believe  could  not  have  been  done  dj- 
rectly;  such  was  the  anny  of  volunteers;  it 
surely  was  an  indirect  attetnpt  to  officer  and  get 
possession  of  the  militia,  liio  same  gendemui 
ohallengee  ns  to  say  there  are  any  to  Uie  United 
States  who  prefer  monarchv.  In  answer  to 
this,  I  say,  there  were  aueh  during  the  Ameri- 
can  revolutionary  war,  and  I  have  not  beird 
that  they  had  changed  their  opinion ;  but  as  be 
has  told  ns  there  were  jacobins  in  the  oonntiT, 
it  is  not  nnfiiir  to  suppose  there  are  momiehielsi 
they  being  the  two  extretnce.  We  are  aim 
ohuged  with  a  design  to  destroy  the  whole 
Judiciary.  If  there  is  such  a  design,  this  is  the 
first  time  I  ever  heard  it;  no  attempt  of  the 
kind  is  yet  made.  But  what  is  the  bet  F  ^* 
onlv  propose  to  repeal  the  act  of  the  lart  mrion, 
and  restore  the  Judiciary  exactly  to  what  it  wm 
for  twelve  years,  and  oiis  is  called  destrojing 
the  Judiciary. 

To  complete  the  soene,  we  were  tM  of  toe 
sword,  of  civil  discord,  and  of  the  sword  rf 
brother  drawn  against  brother.  Why  md  de- 
clamation t  Whydo  wehear  of  sncb  thii^o" 
this  floor !  It  is  for  them  to  tell  wbo  nse  tM 
ezpreoiona;  tome  they  are  too  bwridio  tUu 
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of.  Do  gentleinen  appMl  to  onr  fears,  rather 
than  to  our  imderstaiiaiDKl  Are  ve  Dever  to 
be  oleer  of  theee  alarmat  The;  h&ve  often  been 
tried  without  prodndng  any  effect  Every  in- 
BtTDment  of  death  ia  dra^^  into  this  question; 
sword,  bayonet,  hatchet,  and  tomahawk;  and 
then  we  are  told  that  the  passing  this  bill  may 
be  attended  with  fatal  coneeqaences  to  the  wo- 
men and  children.  Oan  it  be  possible,  sir,  that 
the  gentleman  was  really  aertona  when  he  talked 
abont  an  injury  to  women  end  children!  He 
also  told  OS,  if  yon  paee  the  bill  and  it  should 
produce  a  d?il  war,  not  only  himself  bnt  many 
enlightaned  oitizeoa  would  support  the  Judges. 
And  baye  we  already  oome  to  thie,  tbat  enli^t- 
ened  citizens  have  determined  on  their  ride  in 
case  of  a  dvil  war,  and  that  it  is  talked  of  in 
this  assembly  with  deliberation  and  coolness? 
We  certainly  were  not  sent  here  to  talk  on  sncb 
topjoa,  but  to  take  care  of  Uie  aSain  of  the  na- 


it.  CSompare  tbia  with  the  condoot  of  the  for- 
mer minority.  I  challenge  them  to  show  any 
thing  like  it  in  all  their  prooeedinea-  When- 
ever we  suppoeed  the  oonatitutioD  violated,  did 
we  talk  of  civil  war  t  No,  sir;  we  depended  on 
eleotiona  as  tbe  main  oomer-atone  of  our  saibty ; 
and  snppoeed,  whatever  injan-  the  State  ma- 
chine might  receive  from  a  violation  of  the  con- 
atitotion,  that  at  the  next  election  the  people 
would  elect  those  that  would  repair  tiie  ii^ury, 
and  set  it  right  again ;  and  this,  in  my  opmion, 
onght  to  be  the  doctrine  of  ns  all ;  and  when  we 
differ  sbont  constitutional  pointa,  and  the  qnea- 
tion  shall  be  decided  against  us,  we  ought  to 
consider  it  a  temporary  evil,  remembering  that 
the  people  possess  the  means  of  rectifying  any 
error  tbftt  may  be  oommttted  by  ns. 

Is  the  idea  of  a  separstlon  of  these  States  bo 
light  and  trifling  an  affair,  aa  to  be  uttered  with 
cdmneas  in  this  deliberate  assembly  t  At  the 
very  idea  I  shudder,  and  it  aeenu  to  me  that 
every  man  oi^ht  to  look  on  such  a  scene  with 
horror,  and  shrink  from  it  with  dlamsy.  Yet 
Bome  gentleinen  appear  to  be  prepared  for  sncb 
sn  event  and  have  determinea  on  their  rides  in 
case  it  should  happen.  For  my  part,  sir,  I  de- 
[dore  such  an  event  too  much  to  make  up  my 
mind  on  it  until  it  shell  really  happen,  and  then 
it  must  be  done  with  great  hesitation  indeed. 
To  my  ima^nstion,  the  idea  of  disnnion  con- 
veys the  meet  painfiil  aensationa;  bow  much 


when  the  fatal  sepsration  shall  take  place?  Is 
it  to  be  done  with  those  cmel  engines  of  death 
that  we  have  heard  of,  the  sword,  tbe  bayonet, 
and  the  more  savage  instmmenta  of  tomahawk 
and  hatchet  t  And  is  the  arm  of  the  brother 
to  plunge  them  into  the  breoat  of  brother,  and 
citizen  to  be  put  in  battle  array  against  citizen, 
to  make  this  separation  which  would  ruin  the 
wholaconntryt  And  whyia  all  thiatobe  done! 
Beoanse  we  oannot  ell  think  aUke  on  political 
tfopioa.    Aa  well  mi^t  it  be  said,  because  we 


cannot  all  agree  in  the  tenets  embraced  by  each 
particular  sect  of  our  holy  religion,  becnuse  on* 
is  a  Catvinist  and  another  a  Lutheran,  tbat  escb 
should  be  employed  in  plunging  the  dagger  into 
the  heart  of  the  other.  But  snppose,  sir,  yoQ 
agree  to  divide  these  States,  where  is  the  boan- 
dary  to  be?  Is  it  to  be  a  river,  or  a  line  of 
marked  trees?  Be  it  which  it  may,  both  ridee 
must  be  fortified,  to  keep  the  one  from  intrud- 
ing on  the  other;  both  the  new  governments 
will  have  regular  soldiers  to  guard  th^  fortified 
places,  and  the  people  on  both  aides  mnst  be 
oppressed  with  taxes  to  support  these  fortifica- 
tions and  soldiers.  What  would  become,  in  sncb 
a  state  of  things,  of  the  national  debt,  and  all 
the  banks  in  the  United  Btatea?  If  we  do 
wrong  by  adopting  measure  which  the  public 
good  doee  not  require,  the  ii^nry  cannot  he  ve^ 
lasting ;  because  at  the  next  election  the  people 
will  let  UB  atay  at  home,  and  send  others  who 
will  manage  uieir  common  concerns  more  to 
their  satis&otion.  And  if  we  feel  power  and 
forget  right,  it  is  proper  that  they  should  with* 
draw  their  confidence  from  ns;  bnt  let  at  have 
no  civil  war ;  instead  of  the  arguments  of  bayo* 
nets,  &e~  let  na  rely  on  aoch  as  are  drawn  trova 
truth  end  reason. 

Another  topic  has  been  introduced,  which  I 
very  much  regret ;  it,  is  the  naming  of  persons 
who  have  received  appointments  from  the  late 
or  the  present  President.  I  hope  I  shall  be 
pardoned  for  not  following  this  example.  And 
one  gentleman  is  named  as  having  been  an  im- 
port^t  member  daring  tlie  election  of  Pre^dent 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered  there  were  otborg  as  impor- 
tant as  the  gentleman  named.  In  talking  about 
the  lata  or  the  present  Preeident^  it  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten  tbat  they  both  signed  the  Decla^ 
ration  of  ^dependence,  that  they  have  both 
been  Ministers  in  Enrope,  and  both  Presidents 
of  the  United  States.  Although  they  may  differ 
in  political  opinion,  aa  many  of  ns  do,  is  that 
any  reason  we  abonld  attempt  to  destroy  tlieir 
reputation )  Is  American  character  worth  noth- 
ing, that  we  ahonld  thna,  in  my  Judgment,  im- 
properly, attempt  to  destroy  it  on  tbia  fioort 
The  people  of  this  country  will  remember  that 
British  gold  could  not  corrupt  nor  British  power 
dismay  these  men.  I  have  differed  in  opinion 
with  the  former  Preddent,  but  no  man  ever 
heerd  me  say,  that  he  was  either  corrupt  or  dia- 
boneet:  and  sooner  than  attempt  to  destroy  the 
fUraa  of  those  worthies,  to  whose  talents  and  ex- 
ertions we  owe  onr  independence,  I  would  cease 
to  be  an  American ;  nor  will  I  nndertake  to  say 
tbat  all  who  diffbr  from  me  in  opinion  are  disor- 
ganizers  and  jacobins. 

TBTsaDAT,  Febnury  20. 
Jvdietary  Sffitrnt. 

The  House  then  went  Into  a  oommittee  on 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Benata,  entitied,  "  An 
act  to  repeal  oertain  acts  respecting  the  organ- 
ization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  puposee." 
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Mr.  fioTLiDoi,— I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Ohairman, 
to  proSer  mj  thanks  to  the  oommittee  for  the 
indulgenoe  with  vbicb  they  favored  me  jeeter- 
doj,  and  st  the  same  time  to  acknowledge  the 
respect  excited  h^  the  politeness  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Maryland,  who  moved  for 
its  rising.  In  the  course  of  the  observations  I 
yesterda;  oSbred,  I  endeavored  to  show  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Convendon  to  make 
onr  judges  independent  of  both  Executive  and 
Lerislative  power;  that  this  was  the  acknow- 
ledged onderstandijig  of  all  the  political  writers 
of  that  time;  the  belief  of  the  SUte  Conven- 


encoeagftil  in  my  attempt  to  eatablish  thia  por- 
tion, and  if  (what  I  suppose  oannot  be  denied)  it 
be  true  in  Jorispradence,  that  whenever  power 
is  given  specially  to  any  branch  of  Qovernment, 
and  the  tenure  by  whidt  it  is  to  be  exercised  be 
specially  Refined,  that  no  other,  by  virtne  of 
general  powera,  caa  rightfully  intrude  into  the 
tntat;  then  I  presnme  it  must  follow  of  oonse- 
qnenoe,  that  the  present  intermeddling  of  Ood- 
greaa  with  the  Jndicial  Department  is  a  down- 
right usurpation,  and  that  its  effect  will  be  the 
concentration  of  all  power  In  one  body,  which 
la  the  true  definition  of  despotism.  As,  ur, 
every  thing  depends  upon  the  fair  construction 
which  this  article  in  the  constitation  respecting 
the  Judiciary  is  susceptible  of,  I  must  again  read 
it.  [Here  Mr.  R.  read  several  clauses  of  the 
constitution.]  Some  of  the  dansee  we  see  are 
directory  and  others  prohibitory.  Now,  sir,  I 
beg  to  be  informed  of  what  avad  are  your  pro- 
Mbitory  olansea,  if  there  be  no  power  to  check 
Oongresa  and  the  President  from  d<Hag  what 
the  ooustitntion  has  prohibited  them  from  do- 
ing f  Those  prohibitory  r^olations  were  de- 
Mgned  for  the  safety  of  the  State  Governments, 
and  the  hbertiee  of  the  people.  Bat  establish 
what  is  this  day  the  mmlsterial  doctrine,  and 
your  prohibitorr  clauses  are  no  longer  barriera 
against  the  ambition  or  the  will  of  Uie  National 
Government ;  it  becomes  soprome  and  ia  with- 
oat  control.  In  looking  over  those  prohibitory 
clanseB,  aa  theSepresentative  of  South  Carolina, 
my  eye  tuma  vith  no  inoonBiderahle  degree  of 
jealousy  and  anxiety  to  the  ninth  section  oi'  the 
tot  article,  which  declares — [Here  Mr.  E.  read 
the  article  respecting  niigration  before  the  year 
1808.] 

I  know  this  clause  was  meant  to  refer  to  the 
importation  of  Ainoans  only,  but  there  are  gen- 
tlemen who  inaiat  that  it  has  a  general  referenoe, 
and  was  deaigned  to  prohibit  our  inhibiting  mi- 
gration aa  wdl  from  Europe  as  any  where  else, 
U  is  in  the  recollection  of  many  genUemen  who 
now  hear  me,  that,  in  discnasing  the  alien  bill, 
this  clause  in  tbe  oonstitntion  was  shown  to  us, 
and  we  were  told  it  was  a  bar  to  the  measure. 
And  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
then  a  member  of  this  House,  and  now  a  sena- 
tor of  the  United  States,  (and  who  had  been  a 
memberof  the  Convention,)  t«Id  US  very  gravely 
he  never  considered  this  prohibition  as  relating 


to  the  importation  of  slavea,  I  call  upon  ^eo- 
tlemen  ttota  the  Southern  Btatea  to  look  wdl 
to  this  bonneiB.  If  they  pwsevne  in  fiitteriog 
away  the  htmeat  meaning  of  the  oonstitirtion  bj 
their  forced  impUcatitHia,  this  dame  is  not 
wortli  a  rash — ia  a  mere  dead  letter;  and  jit, 
withoat  having  it  in  the  oonstitatioii,  I  know 
the  members  from  Bonth  Ooiolina  woold  never 
have  Ngned  this  ingtrnment,  nor  wonld  the  ean- 
vention  of  that  State  have  adopted  iL  Hy 
friend  from  Delaware,  standing  on  this  vantage 
gronnd,  says  to  our  oi^KUenta,  Heie  I  throw 
the  gauntlet,  and  demaJiid  of  yon  how  yea  wiD 
extricate  voorselvec  Vom  the  dilemma  in  wUdi 
yon  will  be  placed,  should  OoogreH  pisa  an)> 
such  acts  as  are  prohibited  by  the  omstitntioD) 
The  jndges  are  awom  to  obey  the  eoBadtotMii, 
whicn  limits  the  powers  of  Oongress,  and  lajs, 
they  shall  not  pass  a  bill  ot  attamder  or  n  fed 
faeto  law,  tb<^  shall  not  tax  artiolM  eipMted 
from  any  State,  and  has  other  prohibit(»7  re^ 
lations.  Well,  air,  suppose  Congrew  sboold 
pass  an  w  poat  fOeto^w,  or  l^islatenprHiaiiy 
other  snbject  which  is  prohibited  to  lh«ni, 
where  are  the  people  of  this  country  to  seek 
redreas!  Who  are  to  decide  between  tbe  cwk- 
atitaUon  and  the  acts  of  Oonneast  Who  are 
to  pronounce  on  the  lawal  Who  will  dedsn 
whether  thej  be  nnconstitationBlt 


they  cannot  answer  it  sotiafactorily  t( 
pie  of  thia  country.  It  ia  &  eooroe  (rf  moch  gra- 
tification to  me  to  know  that  my  lentimeDtsto 
this  subject,  as  they  relate  to  the  oonstitDtioih 
ality  of  it,  are  in  nnison  with  the  wia«et  ind 
best  men  in  my  native  State.  The  Jodidat  tp- 
tem  had  proved  so  inconvenient  there,  h  to 
render  a  new  organization  of  it  neoeanry  bxh 
years  past.  Thwe  were  gentlemmk  in  the  Le- 
^slature  aaanzioaatoBMidfromthebeodiMVM 
of  the  judges  aa  gentlemen  here  are  to  AsimM 
onr  federal  iudgea.  Personal  animocilies  ecMd 
there  aa  well  as  here,  though  not  to  so  great  sa 
ext«nt;  bat  it  was  the  opinion (rf  aluge ma- 
jority of  the  South  Carolina  Le^jjalatiire,  that  at 
the  conatitntion  declarea,  "  the  Judge*  sbill  bold 
their  ofiScea  during  good  behavii^,"  tbe  offiw 
could  not  be  taken  from  them,  the  meaiore  wm 
abandoned,  and  the  wise  and  cautions  oootM 

fnrsued,  which  we  wish  gentiemen  here  to  M- 
>w :  the  system  was  not  abolished,  but  modi- 


fled  and  Htended;  the  Jndges  had  new  dntie) 
assigned  to  them,  and  uieir         '  ~~ 


r  nnmber  wis  in- 


In  South  CarolUia  they  have  a  . 
eery,  connsting  of  three  ohanoeUor^  and  the 
law  establishing  it  requirea  the  pieaance  of  tm 
jodges  to  hold  a  oonrt.  Dnring  a  recess  of  tha 
Legulatore,  one  of  the  chaDoellan  resigned  and 
another  died.  The  functions  of  the  oonrt  of  «»- 
sequence  became  auapeoded.  All  the  boaiMi 
pending  in  it  was  put  to  sleep,  Ihe  pabBo 
prinU  were  unmedialely  filled  with  projects  far 
destroying  the  oonrt,  which  had  been  deacai&Md 
as  unnecessary.  Aa  the  dtixena  oTibe  wodtn 
part  of  the  State  had  not  partidpaled  madi  ia 
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tbs  beneflta  derived  frmn  the  court  of  chanoeiy, 
numj  of  tlw  moM  ioflnends]  of  them  deemed  it 
<tf  little  utility.  The  <^poiition  uanmed  to  for- 
midable  an  upeot  u  to  determlike  the  Gorenutr 

Swim  oioroiaM  tlw  power  of  si^>dnting  jndgM 
Bring  the  reoeaa  of  tlM  LeguUtnre)  not  to 
nuke  any  amrinDnant,  believing  the  «onrt 
tronld  be  abdUied.  Vlien  the  Legkatore  met, 
u  effort  WH  made  to  abolish  the  oonrt,  bat  a 
la^  mi^oritj  giving  to  the  oonititation  the 
booeat  ateaniiig  of  ita  fraoMta,  oonridered  the 
Jodgea  aa  havSw  a  life  ert«te  in  their  offioea, 
provided  they  b^ved  well ;  and  the ' 


the  ohanoery  benoh  were  inuiie^atehr  aapplled. 
That  the  natitauJ  Jndioiary  EataUUiment  la 
eomparativelj  more  oostly  than  an  the  State 
Jcndiiariesj  ia  &r  from  beiiiK  thecaae^  I  believe. 
It  Oftif  be  BO  in  VirsiDia,  wnere  thef  hove  one 
ehiuioellor,  with  little  Muai7  aod  mnoh  bnoDeea, 
bdtit  ia  not  BO  in  other  States.  In  Sonth  Oa- 
rolina,  w«  have  aix  Jndgea  at  oonmum  law,  at 
«i  hundred  ponnds  sterling  a  year  eadh;  three 
oiianoeUorBatflvehnndredpoiradBeaoh ;  which, 
Ingetber  with  the  ttlariea  and  feea  at  office  of 
the  attorney  general,  master  in  obanoery,  soli- 
titora,  clerks,  sod  eberifls,  amonnt  to  six  thon- 
Hod  two  hondred  poanda  eterliog.  And  vet, 
dr,  jostioe,  I  believe,  is  nowhere  oheeper  tiisn 
in  &}uth  Carolina.  Bj  tbejndioions  stmotnre 
of  bar  jodiiuary  ey^tem,  the  streams  of  justice 
lie  dlmued  over  Uie  whole  6tat«,  and  every 
man  is  completely  protected  in  his  )ify^  liberty, 
|»vper^,  and  r^ntatioii.  The  oonrta  are  al- 
most oonstaDQv  in  sesdon.  The  Jndgea  are 
^Dtlemen  of  Ugh  talmts,  integrity,  and  atriot 
unpartiality ;  and  every  one  who  goes  into  the 
eonrt  of  that  State,  not  <m]y  obtains  ample  Jna- 
tice,  bnt  obtains  it  prompt  ;  thi^  sir,  is  what 
IcaUeheapJostioe.  The  gentleman  from  Vlr- 
'  '  '  1  £t  to  notice  the  law  which  laid 


was  soon  to  pass  from  those  then  in  power,  and 
was  resorted  to  as  a  means  of  extendmg  Exeeo- 
tive  patronage,  and  to  make  praviMon  for  the 
friends  of  an  eipiring  Administration.  Oan 
tlie  hoDOralile  gentleman  be  serions  in  all  this) 
Does  he  remember  when  we  passed  this  law  t 
It  was  in  1708,  when  I  will  be  bold  to  e^y,  tbe 


popular  taYor.  la  no  popular  Qovemment, 
perh^M,  vas  an  Administration  mor^popolor 
than  was  the  former  Administration,  at  the 
time  this  tax  was  laid.  Sir,  this  law  had  no 
eoDOMtion  widi  personal  or  party  oonmdera- 
tioDs.  lake  all  Uie  measures  of  the  past  Ad- 
ministration, it  was  designed  to  promoto  the 
public  good.  Had  we,  like  onr  opptments, 
salted  the  u^trices  and  pr^adices,  and  not 
real  interests  of  onr  constituents ;  hod  we 
merely  attentive  to  popular  favor,  we  should 
not  have  passed  this  isw.  At  the  onus  it  was 
passed,  the  public  good  demanded  it,  and  we 
were  reg>rdle«  of  every  other  conndention. 
A  nation  that  had  lighted  np  the  flame  of  war 
in  every  corner  of  Europe,  that  was  prostrating 


the  libertiM  of  every  fMe  people,  and  snbvert- 
ing  the  Ooveniment  of  every  country,  saw  fit  to 
menace  us ;  told  ns  for  the  preservation  of  our 
raaoe  and  tedepeodenoe  we  must  pay  tribute. 
This  degrading  measure  was  sMmfolly  rejected 
by  onr  Administration ;  they  vii,  if  we  mnst 
frol,  we  will  frill  after  a  straggle ;  and  our  clti- 
oeos prepared  themselves  for  war  with  alacrity, 
and  regarded  every  sacrifloe  as  Incousiderable, 
oompored  with  the  great  ssorifloa  of  our  inde- 
pendenM.  With  tins  prospect  of  Immediate 
war,  we  Aonld  have  acted  not  only  unwisely 
bnt  treaoheronsly,  had  we  trusted  for  public  in- 
come to  the  revenne  derived  from  trade.  Had 
trade  been  destroyed,  there  wonld  have 
been  a  complete  ;>e8titntion  of  reveune,  and 
to  place  tl  e  raesix  jf  national  defence  as  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  oontingaicy  as  possible  we 
imposed  the  direct  tax.  We  knew  this  law 
woold  prove  arms  and  ammmiition  to  those 
who  were  inventing  all  the  falsehood  credulity 
coold  swallow,  and  who  were  hnsily  employed 
in  misrepresenting  and  calnmnlati^  the  con- 
dnot  ^tiie  Oorernment.  Ve  did  Biq>pose  they 
might  make  this  law  their  artillery  to  batter 
down  the  Administration;  bnt.  we  were  not 
deterred  from  oor  honest  purposes  by  this  ex- 
pectation ;  s  change  of  men,  when  compared 
with  a  change  of  government,  weighed  with 
onr  minds  as  dost  does  in  the  bslanoe ;  onr 
meosnres  did  not  aim  at  popnlarity,  and  we 
were  Just  to  onr  country,  regardless  of  party 
ocoBequenoeB.  At  this  early  period,  says  the 
gentleman,  it  was  to  have  been  calcnlatad  what 
wonld  be  the  result  of  the  Pr«sidentia)  election. 
Sir,  those  must  have  been  gifted  with  second 
light,  they  must  have  been  prophets  indeed, 
-1^0  could  have  then  foretold  how  the  election 
wonld  isme ;  the  reoolt  was  as  doubtful  as  any 
event  om^  be,  tiU  within  a  few  days  of  the 
eleotion.  It  ia  raooBected  that  every  thing  de- 
pended npcm  the  Bonth  Oorolina  vote ;  sll  the 
gentlemen  in  nmnination  went  there  with  an 
eqnol  number  of  votes  ;  the  anxiety  displayed 
at  the  time  by  the  gentlemen  here  from  Vir- 
ginia, proved  thev  then  deemed  it  doubtful  how 
the  eleiAion  wonld  t«m)inate.  Indeed,  sir,  m>- 
thUtg  ocmid  have  been  more  doubtful,  and  I  b^ 
lieve  It  is  Adly  known  to  the  ministerial  side  of 
this  Hoose,  that  it  depiutded  upon  one  of  the 
gentlemen  nominated,  who  had  not  the  Oaro- 
fina  votes,  to  have  obtained  them,  and  produ- 
ced to  tiie  electimi  a  difibrent  result ;  but  his 
correct  mbid  was  oluodons  to  anyintrigue  ;  it 
would  not  descend  to  sny  oomproroiae,  and  this 
honorable  msn  knew  that  no  station  conld  be 
honorable  to  him  unless  honorably  obtained. 
In  the  very  wide  range  -which,  the  gentlffloan 
from  Virgiuia  has  permitted  himself  to  take,  be 
has  been  pleased  to  notice  the  condnot  of  the 
tal«  Gongresa  when  they  were  occupied  in  the 
eleotion  of  the  Prendent  of  the  Dnited  States, 
and  be  boa  said  we  were  then  "pushing 
forward  to  immolate  the  constitution  of  our 
comitry."  What  does  aU  this  mean,  ar  ?  What 
sirl  because  we,  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  had 
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from  U)6  electors  an  equal  number  of  rotes,  did 
not  prefer  him  who  was  from  Vir^nis,  are  we 
to  be  charged  with  an  immolation  of  onr  oon- 
stitationt  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  not  a  member  of  the  taut  Congrets,  and 
leat  he  should  not  know  the  history  of  the  trans- 
action to  which  be  allndes,  I  will  give  it. 

The  Electors  ohosen  in  the  different  Statee 
gave  the  same  number  of  Totes  for  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson and  Aaron  Barr ;  there  being  a  tie,  it 
devolred,  hy  the  direction  of  the  constitntion, 

3)on  the  Hoose  of  RDpresentativea  to  make  an 
ection.  We  sincerely  believed  that  Mr.  Bur 
was  the  best  and  tlie  most  fit  niAn  to  be  Presi- 
dent, and  we  accordingly  voted  fbr  hun ;  we 
continued  to  vote  for  him  eii  and  thirty  times ; 
we  were  anxious  to  have  him  elected,  end  we 
deprecated  the  election  of  the  other  osndidate  ; 
hat  when  we  found  gentlemen  were  determin- 
ed not  to  have  the  candidate  from  New  York, 
and  said  they  would  have  htm  from  Vir^nia 
President,  or  they  would  have  no  President,  we, 
who  venerated  our  constitution  too  sacredly  to 


a  prindple  hostile  to  the  National 
Etitntioa ;  we  believed  some  of  the  most  im- 

Krtant  features  in  it  obnoiioDS  to  him  ;  we 
lieved  him  desirous  cuF  deatroyins  the  inde- 
pendence of  oar  Judiciary  ;  we  bdieved  him 
opposed  to  the  Senate  as  now  organized,  and  we 
believed  him  deatitnte  of  that  degree  of  enoMy 
necessary  to  maintain  the  general  liberty  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States.    With  tbeee  im- 

Cssiotu  deep  upon  our  minds,  we  should  have 
n  traitors  to  our  country  had  we  voted  for 
the  gentleman  traa  Virginia,  as  long  as  there 
was  any  proaped  ^  to  ns  of  elevating  the 
gentleman  from  New  York ;  but  wTien  we 
found  the  ot^ect  of  oar  preference  was  so  ob- 
noxions  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that 
they  would  hazard  the  having  of  no  Freeddent 
rather  than  have  him,  we  ceased  our  opposi- 
tion.* And  this  is  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Vii^inia  bas  been  pleased  to  coll "  pul- 
ing (brward  to  immolate  the  constitntian.^ 

I  regret,  Hr.  Chtdrman,  being  compelled  to 
mentJon  namee  and  say  any  thing  of  a  personal 
nature,  hut  I  am  oblised  to  do  it  m  pnrsmng  the 
gentleman  from  Virgmia,  who  in  his  extraordi- 
nary course  has  not  only  mentioned  the  names  of 
gentlemen,  bnt  ascribed  unworthy  motives  for 
their  oondnct  He  has  said  Hr.  Read  and  Mr. 
Green  voted  for  the  law  under  which  they  got 
appointments.  Althongh  I  have  abundant  proof 
that  neither  of  theee  gentlemen  solicited  their 
offices,  that  they  were  given  spontaneously,  and 
without  being  expected,  yet  I  will  merely  an- 
swer this  observation  by  mentioning  what  is 
very  generally  known  to  all  gentlemen  who 
have  been  of  late  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  ; 
It  ia,  that  it  was  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
former  Execntive  to  appoint  gentiemen  to  office 
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without  previously  advising  with  them.  Itii 
well  known  that  under  the  law  gentlemen  sre 
now  endeavoring  to  repeal,  Hr.  Jay  was  ap> 
pointed  Chief  Justice,  and  about  the  wne  tinis 
several  gentiemen  In  this  Hoose  were  appoint- 
ed to  some  of  the  most  honorable  stttiou  Uk- 
der  onr  Government ;  the  Kiecative's  intention, 
it  is  well  known,  had  not  berai  previoiiily  noit- 
fied  to  them ;  it  Is  well  known  they  all  dedio. 
ed  oooepting  the  places  proffered  to  them.  Per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  ^ve  a  brief  history  of  the  ost 
of  Mr.  Green,  on  which  the  gentieman  from 
Virginia  has  dwelt  so  much. 

The  district  judge  in  Rhode  Ifdandwu  ap- 
pointed circnit  Judge,  and  Hr.  Grwn  wm  np- 
Siinted  district  Ju^e.  On  the  fourth  dij  ot 
arch,  Mr.  Green  took  his  seat  in  the  Seiste ; 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  objected  to 
his  keeping  it ;  they  saidhe  wasajadge,  uip- 
peared  by  the  Journals  of  the  Senate ;  tbef 
here  made  a  complete  recognition  of  his  *p- 
polntment  as  Jndge,  and  he  vacated  his  sesL 
Alter  getting  home  he  received  his  eomminuKi, 
in  which  the  blanks  hod  been  flUed  np  with  the 
wordu  circuit  judge,  instead  of  district  Jndge. 
Hr.  Green  endosed  bie  oommisdon  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, in  a  letter  most  profoundly  lespectlal, 
and  requested  the  errors  of  the  clerk  in  the  De 
partment  of  State  might  be  corrected,  and  \ai 
oommisdon  made  to  oonfiirm  to  tbe  uipMiil- 
ment,  as  recorded  on  the  Senatorial  joensL 
To  this  letter,  which  was  in  highly  nspeet/d 
terma,  tfie  President  would  not  deign  to  hire 
any  answio'  given  ;  he  pocketed  Mt.  GreenV 
commission,  and  placed  another  gentkmaa  ia 
his  ofBoe.  This  is  a  history  of  tbe  ^tpoiiit- 
ment  of  Mr.  Green,  and  tlie  manner  in  wUch 
the  President  "  corrected  the  proeeduie." 
-  Sir,  the  Judiciary  is,  in  the  hbrio  of  the  con  - 
sUtntion,  not  a  Corinthian  pillar,  not  any  orna- 
ment added  by  Oongress.  It  is,  nr,  tbe  pwd 
Doric  oolumn  ;  one  of  three  fonndatioD  piilus, 
formed  not  by  Oougreaa,  but  by  the  peof^ 
themselves  ;  It  binds  together  the  abutment, '» 
l^d  ^  the  foundation  of  the  late  bbrle  ti  oar 
Government,  and  if  yon  demoBsh  it^  the  grand 
aroh  itself  will  totter  and  tbe  whole  be  eodu- 
gered.  We  are  asked  by  the  gentleDMn  fi«n 
Vir^uia  if  the  peoi^  want  Jndges  to  protect 
them  1  Yes,  nr,  in  popolar  goremmenb  con- 
stitntion^ oheoks  ar«  neoesBary  for  theor  pre- 
servation;  the  people  vant  to  be  jH-otccied 
against  themaelves ;  do  man  is  eo  abrard  as  to 
enppoee  Uie  people  coDeotedly  will  consent  lo 
the  prostration  of  their  libertiea ;  but  if  tb^ 
be  not  shielded  by  some  oomtitationsl  cbeeb 
they  will  suffer  them  to  be  deatroysd ;  to  t« 
destn^ed  by  demagogues,  who  Glen  the  oont- 
dence  of  the  people  by  pretending  to  be  tbdr 
friends ;  demagogues  wno,  at  the  &ne  they  are 
soothing  and  c^ling  the  people,  with  blmJ 
and  captivating  speecbee,  are  forging  ohailM  t« 
them  ;  demagogues  who  cany  daggers  in  tbett 
hearts,  and  sednctive  smiles  in  their  hypocriti- 
oal  fiuiM  ;  who  are  dooming  the  pei^  to  de»- 
potiam,  when  they  profesa  to  be  •xdoBvatj  iha 
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friends  of  the  people.  Against  aaob  dengm 
and  artifioee  were  our  oooBtitntiona]  ohe^ 
made  to  preMrre  the  people  of  tbia  oonntr;. 
Till  genUemNi  look  book  to  the  historiee  of 
other  ooantriea,  and  tben  tell  u  the  peoiJo  here 
have  Dotfalog  to  apprehend  from  themgelres  I 
Who,  air,  proved  foul  to  the  libertiee  of  Kotnel 
The  courtier  of  the  people ;  one  who  proftesed 
to  be  "  the  man  of  the  people,"  who  had  will- 
ed hia  fbrtDDS  to  the  people,  and  had  exposed 
hie  will  to  the  pnblio  e^e  ;  a  man  who,  wnen  a 
Crown  was  proffered  to  him,  sbnink  from  the 
offer,  and  aaeot«dly  aaid,  it  did  not  oomo  from 
the  people.  It  waa  Joline  Onsar  who  proetrat- 
ed  tne  liberties  of  Home;  and  jet  Ctesar  pro- 
fessed to  be  the  friend  of  Borne,  to  be  in  fact 
tlie  people.  Who  waa  it,  that,  in  England,  d»- 
Etrojed  the  Representative  QoTernment,  and 
oonoentrated  all  its  powers  in  his  own  hands  t 
One  who  styled  himself  the  man  of  the  people ; 
who  was  plain,  haj  stadionsly  ne^igent  in  his 
dren  ;  disdaining  to  call  himself  Mister,  it  was 
plmn  nnaHsnming  Oliver ;  Oliver  Oromwell,  the 
friend  of  the  people,  the  protector  of  the'Oom- 
monwealth.  The  gentleman  frvm  Virginia  sojs 
he  wonld  rather  live  nnder  a  despot  than  a  Got- 
emment  where  the  Jndgea  are  as  independent 
as  we  would  wbh  them  to  be.  Had  I  nis  pro- 
penMties,  I,  like  him,  would  fold  mj  arms  and 
look  witii  indifference  at  this  attack  upon  the 
constitution.  It  has  been  mj  fortune,  Ur. 
Chairman,  to  hare  visited  conntries  governed 
'b^  despota.  Warned  by  the  suffering  of  the 
pec^Ie  1  have  seen  there,  I  am  eealous  to  avoid 
an^  thing  which  ma;  establish  a  despotism  here. 
It  u  because  I  am  a  repnblican  in  principle  and 
1^  birth,  and  becaose  I  love  a  repnblican  form 
of  QoTemment  and  none  other,  that  I  wish  to 
keep  our  oonstitation  unchanged.  Independent 
Judges,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  nsefo!  to 
the  people,  are  harmless  to  them.  The  Jndgea 
cannot  impose  taxes  ;  thej  cannot  riuee  armies; 
tbtj  cannot  eqnip  fieets ;  thej  cannot  enter  into 
foreign  alliances  :  these  are  powers  which  are 
ezer^aed  withont  control  by  despota  ;  and  as 
the  gentleman  frvm  Virgjniadoes  not  hold  dee- 
pots  in  abborrenoe,  he  and  I  can  never  agree  in 
OUT  opinions  on  Qovemment. 

Whrtbar  another  honorable  gentleman  fh}m 
Virginia  (Hr.  RumoipB)  has  derived  all  the 
MTvioe  frcnn  hia  sling  and  his  atone  he  had  ex- 
pected, or  whether  he  feels  aoqcitted  of  bis 
promise,  and  now  thlnkt  himself  cquble  of 
proatrating  the  Qoliath  rf  this  Hooae,  armed  osp- 
A-pie  with  the  ocmstitation  of  his  country,  I 
oumot  ooqjeotnre.  Whether  he  has  discovered 
the  skill  and  the  prowess  of  David,  or  whether 
be  is  likened  to  him  only  by  the  weapons  he 
wan  with,  it  la  for  the  committee  to  Judge 
for  myself  I  must  say,  that  bla  high  promisei 
had  exdted  expectations  which  in  me  have  no 
been  realised,  and  wh«ai  the  gentleman  sat  down 
I  waa  sorry  to  And  my  ol^eotions  to  the  bill  on 
joor  table  undimlnjtfied.  I  say  aorrj,  tot  I 
can  lay  my  hand  upon  my  heart,  and  in  the 
falneM  of  riuoerity  declare,  Aere  u  BOthlng  I 


desire  more  anxtondy  than  to  be  convinced  l^ 
gentlemen  that  this  measure  Is  not  nnoonstitu- 

The  gentleman  has  asked  whether,  if  we  had 
creat«d  an  army  of  Jndges,  and  given  them  mon- 
strous high  salaries,  it  would  not  be  right  to  r»i 
peal  the  law  ;  that  if  the  power  eiista  to  rq»eal 
any  law  which  might  have  passed  on  this  sub- 
ject it  might  not  now  be  used)  and  has  been 
eaed  to  say,  we  would  have  created  laon 
Hea  and  given  them  higher  salariea,  If  we 
not  wanted  nerves ;  and  tells  my  hon- 
orable and  teamed  friend  from  Delaware  that 
we  were  restrained  by  the  same  feebleness  (rf 
nerve  which  induced  ns  at  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion to  put  blank  votes  into  the  ballot  box.  Sir, 
my  friend  from  Delaware  does  want  that  sort 
of  nerve  that  some  gentlemen  now  discover. 
AlthoDgh  he  is  as  brave  as  be  is  wise,  yet  in  liv- 
ing witbont  fear  he  will  live  witbont  reproach, 
and  never  make  lumself  lia!:^  to  the  cbaige 
of  prostrating  the  consUtolion  of  his  coun- 
try ;  for  such  a  work  it  is  tme  he  has  no  nerve. 
The  observations  of  one  honorable  gentleman 
ft^nn  Virginia  (Hr.  QiuEa)  being  now  reiterated 
by  another  respeoting  the  coorse  of  condnot  we 
pursued  at  the  PreeidcDtiol  election,  shows  that 
time  has  not  abated  the  resentment  of  Virpnia 
which  we  excited  by  onr  not  voting  for  Um 
Virginia candidata.  Permit  me  here  to  declare, 
rir,  that  in  reviewing  all  my  publio  oondnct,  1 
can  discover  no  one  act  of  which  1  am  qioro  sa- 
tisfied than  my  having  put  a  blank  vote  into  the 
ballot-box.  Haoh  has  been  said  on  this  snbject. 
My  friend  from  Delaware  and  mvself  have  been 
denounced  by  the  jacobins  of  the  country ;  at 
their  civic  feasts,  and  in  tiieir  drunken  frolics, 
we  have  been  noticed.  European  renegadoea, 
who  have  left  their  ears  on  the  whipping  posts 
of  their  respective  ooantrieS|  or  who  have  come 
to  this  country  to  save  their  ears,  have  endea- 
vored to  hang  ont  terrors  to  ns  in  the  publio 
prints  ;  nay,  air,  drcnlar  letters  have  been  dif- 
fosed  through  the  country,  charging  ns  with 
the  intention  of  preventing  at  one  time  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President,  and  at  another  with  the  de- 
sign of  defeating  the  rota  ot  the  Electors  and 
making  a  Precddent  by  law.  This  was  all  a  ca- 
lumny, and  as  it  relates  to  the  Bonth  Carolina 
delegation,  I  declare  th«y  had  no  intention  of 
defeating  the  pnblio  will ;  they  never  heard  of 
any  prefect  for  making  a  President  hj  law ; 
they  had  bat  one  object  in  view  which  they 
pursued  steadily  as  long  as  there  was  any  pTo»- 
peot  of  attainiog  it  The  gentieman  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  gentleman  from  New  ToA  had 
an  equal  number  of  votes  ;  we  preferred  the 
latter ;  we  voted  for  him  more  than  thirty 
times,  bnt  when  wefbund  our  opponents  would 
not  nnil«  with  us,  and  teuned  obstinately  de- 
termined to  hazard  the  loss  of  the  constitatlon 


to  vote,  by  uing  bljuk  votes,  we  will  glre  effect 
to  your  vottt ;  we  will  not  choose,  bnt  we  will 
suffer  you  to  choose.    Snrely,  Ur.  Chairman, 
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there  ma  DotMng  in  all  this  which  bftd  aajjB- 

rict  towards  d^eating  the  pvblio  will.  Why 
did  not  prefer  Uie  gentleman  who  nltimatalj 
was  preferred,  has  already  been  mentioDed. 
This  is  a  sobjoot  on  which  I  did  not  expect  to 
be  called  upon  to  explain ;  but  the  gentlomen 
fh)m  Vit^i»  have  called,  and  it  was  neoessaij 
to  answer.  Permit  me  to  state,  also,  that  be- 
sides the  objections  common  to  my  friend  from 
Delaware  and  mysoU^  there  was  a  strong  one 
which  I  felt  with  pecnliar  foroe.  It  resulted 
trom  a  firm  belief  mat  the  gentleman  in  qnee- 
tion  held  opinions  respecting  a  oettdn  deecrip- 
tion  of  property  in  my  State,  which,  shonld 
they  obtain  generally,  would  endanger  it,  nnd 
indeed  lessen  the  valae  of  every  other,*  Fol- 
lowing the  example  set  by  his  colleague,  the 
gentleman  irom  Virginia  has  liestowed  much 
censnre  on  the  past  Admin  istration,  and  made 
it  a  serious  ohv^  against  them,  having  ap- 

Einted  nnder  this  law  a  gentleman  of  Mary- 
id,  who  he  says  was  not  with  us  formerly, 
bat  nnforled  bis  standard  In  the  service  of  his 
King,  and  fonght  agwnst  his  countrymen, 
whom  he  then  deemed  rebels.  I  did  not  ex- 
pect, Mr.  Ohdrman,  to  bear  this  obserration 
ftom  one  of  the  friends  of  the  iixecntive.  Since 
the  fourth  of  Uarch  last,  1  thonght  philosophy 
had  thrown  her  mantle  over  all  tbat  hod  psM- 
ed  ;  that  sins  wore  to  be  fbrgotten  and  fo^ven, 
and  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  this  forgiving 
Bpirit,  sinners  were  to  be  distingnished  by  Ex- 
ecutive favors.  One  would  have  thon^t  so  in 
reviewing  Executive  conduct ;  where  persons 
bad  been  imprisoned  and  fined  nnder  onr  laws, 
they  we  know  were  released ;  where  fines  had 
BotnaHy  been  paid,  the  officers  of  Government 
had  been  ordered  to  return  them,  and  not  only 
tories  had  been  appointed  to  office,  but  old 
torics,  rank  old  tories,  who  had  been  banished. 
The  present  collector  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  in- 
ternal revenue,  bas  been  appointed  since  the 
fourth  of  Harch  last,  and  although  he  never, 
like  the  gentleman  aJloded  to,  shivered  lances 
fn  the  service  of  his  £ing,  yet  be  was  actively 
employed  In  the  more  safe  service  of  giving  in- 
ftirmation  to  the  British  Generals,  and  march- 
ing before  Sir  WUliam  Howe,  decorated  with 
lanrelf^  conducted  him  into  the  metropolis  of 
his  native  State.  Sir,  there  are  many  instances 
of  this  kind.  Have  gentlemen  foi^tten  the 
young  Englishman  who  was  so  busily  employed 
here  last  winter  during  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion, that  in  seeing  him  one  would  really  have 
supposed  Mm  not  only  a  member  of  this  Honse, 
but,  like  him  of  Tennessee  holding  an  entire 
vote  at  his  command  ?  This  youngster  was 
sent  out  here  by  some  merchants  InEnghnd  to 
collect  debts  doe  to  them  in  this  country,  and 
his  ftther,  whose  tory  prinoiples  carried  him 
from  America  early  In  the  Revolution,  is  now 
subairting  on  a  royal  pennon  ;  and  this  yonng 


man  has  been  appointed  onr  CodsoI  at  Loodnt, 
■nd  the  former  oonanl,   a  native  and  stanch 
American,  whose  condnct  had  been  ^tovcd         ' 
by  merohants  generally,  has  been  turned  out  to  { 

create  a  vacancy.    The  gentleman  from  Tirgl-         I 
nia  has  repeated  the  oheervstiDn  of  hit  ml- 
league,  that  the  people  are  capable  of  taking         | 
care  ofUteirownrights,anddo  not  wants  cra])S         I 
of  judges  to  protect  tfa^n.    Homan  nitare  is         -, 
Uie  same  every  where,  and  man  tspreciHlj  tba         • 
eamesortof  being  In  the  New  Wi^d  that  he  H         | 
in  the  Old.    The  dtizena  of  other  SepnbUca 
were  as  wise  and  valiant  and  tax  mne  pow^s 
fnl  than  we  are.    The  gentleman  from  Virgil 
knows  fall  well,  that  wherever  the  Rcmso 
standard  was  nnPoried,  its  motto,  "  Stnaba  ."S 
ptilii»qv^  iiDfflonJ,"  proolumed  to  aoonqnend 
world  that  they  were  governed  by  the  Seoita 
and  the  people  of  Rome.     But  now,  idr,  tht 
Roman  lazzaroni,  who  cronohingat  the  gaUiof 
his  Prince's  palaces,  be^    the  offiila  of  his 
kitchen,  wodIo  never  know  that  his  aiuxtUn 
had  been  free,  nor  that  the  people  had  Monted 
for  any  thing  in  Rome,  or  that  Borne  eier  bid 
her  Senate ;  did  be  not  read  it  on  the  bnAca 
frieiea  and  brokm  columns  of  the  rained  tsn- 
plee,  whose  fragments  now  lie  aoattered  ovu 
the  Roman  fbrom  I 

TuBBOAT,  March  9. 

_  Mr.  DutA. — Attar  this  vindication  of  merito- 
rioos  men  who  hare  been  removed  from  altt», 
I  will  now  attend  more  partionlarly  to  Mme  ob- 
aervaUona  of  the  geDtlaman  from  Viifuua.  H« 
has  spoken  of  the  Judicial  act  of  the  llth  of  Feb- 
ruary, IBOl,  as  if  the  passage  of  ithadbaaDtttml. 
ed  witb  improper  ciroamet«aoefl^  and  thence  hH 
attempted  to  dedaoa  Uie  inJTerenee  that  It  ongbl 
to  be  repealed.  He  read  part  of  the  Jomnal  of 
the  last  aeedon,  and  changed  oeMain  memben 
of  the  Hoose  with  having  been  wgaged  ia  iip> 
posing  the  poUio  will  at  the  time  wha  tits  act 
was  approved.  The  JoDmal  sbow^  that  ao  tb« 
18th  of  Febmaiy,  ^^taen  fanndred  and  oafc 
the  representatlvea,  voting  by  States,  pifweedea 
to  the  twenty-ninth  ballot  for  Preadent,  aad 
the  reanlt  was  the  same  as  had  taken  place  be- 
fore ;  the  votes  of  eight  States  given  for  Tbom- 
as  Jefforaon;  thevoteaof  rz States fwAaroa 
Burr ;  and  the  vote*  of  two  States  divided. 
Much  has  been  said  on  this  t^iic,  which  bwi  it 
length  been  brooght  forward  as  a  publto  duuga 
by  the  genttonaa  from  Virginia.  It  i*  acnr 
time  that  it  ahonld  be  ezamiiied. 

Acoording  to  the  nrindito  of  oof  Gonni- 

ent,  the  pnblio  will,  when  Axplid^r  neer- 
talned  bv  m  antbentie  act,  is  the  law  of  ibo 
land,  and  must  be  obeyed.  Of  this  there  esa 
be  no  doubt ;  it  ia  b^ond  all  qnestioa.  Bot 
tiitls  public  will  ia  not  merely  the  wiU  tf  part 
of  theoomnlunity,  a  section  of  the  pei^;  it 

the  will  of  the  great  body  of  Amwioan  dti- 
lena.  The  hl^ieet  and  most  solemn  eipnsnoB 
of  &e  pnblio  will  in  this  oonntry  is  the  Onoitl- 
tntion  of  the  Utdted  States.  This  ms  ^nti 
to  by  the  OeDanl  Oauventiait ;  WM  tnuwBittad 
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to  tb»  Legidktnr«a  of  the  lever&l  States  hy  the 
DUAnimooa  nsolntaon  of  Oonpme  under  the 
Confederation;  was  recommended  bj  all  thoee 
Legidatnres,  vfaon  thej-  paned  laws  fin-  sab- 
mitting  it  to  eonTentions  for  th^  ratification, 
andwasBoallj  ratified  by  tlie  oonventioiu  of  all 
the  States  in  tiie  Unioii.  It  was  thns  established 
bj  the  BBneral  ootiMnt.  In  thli  wa  shonld  oo- 
biowleflge  the  high  oathorit;  of  the  public  will. 

There  is,  however,  &  migfortnne  which  at- 
tends the  argmnentation  of  aome  gentlemen. 
They  nibHiitDte  a  part  far  the  whole;  Kid 
would  coofonnd  the  will  of  a  oert^  portion  of 
the  pei^le,  howeTer  Tu^aely  expreesed,  with 
the  will  of  the  whole  pnblio  body  ai  explicitly 
manifeded  by  en  anthentic  act 

What  maoifbatation  was  there  of  the  pnblio 
win  relative  to  the  late  dectimi  of  a  Preeidtrt 
of  the  United  States  t  The  only  antheatio 
eridenoe  of  the  public  wiU  on  this  sabject 
proved,  that  Thomas  Jefibraon,  of  Yirg^ia, 
and  Aaron  Burr,  of  New  Torit,  were  e^ially 
tlie  otgeots  (rf  apprabatioD,  The  mqjmty  of 
the  electors  liad  given  them  an  equal  nnrober 
ti  votea.  What  then  was  the  mfthrenoe  of 
tight  between  them  I  Waa  it,  that  one  of  the 
oandidates  was  a  Virginian)  Was  it  that  the 
memlMra  of  Congreaa  were  BKembled  on  the 
bonkfl  of  the  Potomac,  with  Yir^nia  in  view 
on  the  other  ride  1  Mnat  it  be  aoknawledged 
as  the  merogative  of  that  State  to  impose  a 
Chief  Ibgiatrste  on  the  Union)  Or  was  there 
a  diffenoce  of  right,  becaose  Virginia,  with  its 
extent  and  poptUation,  oonld  make  more  clamor 
than  any  otner  State?  The  noise  of  bo  great 
a  Stata.may  sometimes  eeem  toed  enough  for 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
And  are  they,  ther^we,  in  this  Hoose  to  he 
eonibniided  with  each  other)  If  so,  the  ob- 
aervatkms  abont  the  pnblio  will,  of  which  we 
have  lately  heard  eo  mneh  from  a  oertain 
qnarter,  most  tw  understood  to  mean  the  will 
^Virginia;  andwemav  thnsjndgeof  the  ar- 
gmnentation  when  gentlemen  from  that  State 
are  speaking  of  the  reepect  dae  to  the  pnblic  will. 
,  Two  pereonB  ware  preaented,  in  constitution- 
al  form,  to  the  Honae  of  Bepreeentativee,  as 
being  equally  candidatea  for  the  office  of  Freai- 
deat:  one  from  Virginia  and  the  other  &om 
JKew  ToA.  When  Uiey  were  to  presented,  the 
oboioe  between  tite  two  oandidatee  was  de- 
volved on  the  Bepreaentativea,  by  the  Oonstita- 
tioii  of  the  United  States,  After  matnrely 
oonaderinii  the  qoestion,  it  was  for  them,  as 
pltimate  electora  to  vote  as  tbey  jadged  to  be 
most  for  the  pobho  welfare.  They  voted  by 
Statea,  as  required  by  the  constitiitioD.  'And 
are  gentlemen  to  be  here  accoeed  for  exerdsing 
the  oonstitational  right  of  election  aooordicg  to 
the  oonviotion  of  their  own  judgments!  When 
called  upon,  under  the  constitution,  to  elect 
ooe  of  the  two  candidates,  were  they  not 
bound,  by  the  nature  of  their  duty,  to  ^ve 
their  votes  uooording  aa  the  one  or  the  other 
was  by  them  Judged  to  be  more  or  lees  prefe 
able?    Upon  what  prindple  can 


oecnsed  of  hostility  to  the  interest  of  the  people, 
because  they  did  not  think  proper  to  elect  the 
oandidate'fhiin  Virginia?  Are  our  affiairs  al- 
ready reduced  to  such  a  ritnation  that  it  Is  to 
be  charged  aa  a  public  offence,  if  any  member 
of  this  House  has  f^led  to  vote  for  aVirginian 
tobe  tbePresideiit  of  the  United  States? 

It  was  the  constltotionHl  right  of  members  of 
this  Eonse,  in  deciding  between  the  two  oandi  ■ 
dates,  to  give  their  ballots  for  the  one  whoic 
they  believed  to  be  superior  in  prsctioal  capacity 
for  administering  the  Government — one  whom 
they  believed  to  I>e  not  hostile  to  the  commer- 
cial intereeta  of  the  conntir,  and  not  disposed 
to  subject  the  Union  to  the  domination  of  « 
particnlsr  State,  whatever  might  be  its  lordly 
pretensions  in  consequence  of  ext«nt  of  territory 
or  antiquity  of  dominion. 

As  the  gentleman  from  VirginiA  has  thonght 
proper  to  speak  of  events  which  took  place 
about  the  time  of  passiog  the  act  in  question. 
allow  me,  sir,  to  mention  one  drcumstance,  of^ 
which  he  has  said  nothing.  The  act,  as  finally 
enrolled,  was  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  RepreseDtativea  after  the  balloting  for 
a  President  bed  conunenced ;  and  the  Olerk 
carried  it  to  the  other  House  for  the  signature 
of  tlieir  Presidents  The  oaBdidaU  from  Vir- 
gfaiia  was  then  in  the  eh^  of  the  Senate. 
The  Olerk  of  this  House,  on  first  presenting 
himself  as  was  customary,  at  the  door  of.  the 
Senate  Chamber,  was  not  admitt«d.  The  situ- 
ation came  to  the  knowledge  of  a  Senator,  and 
was  communicated  to  the  Senate.  After  the 
sense  of  that  body  was  found  to  be  for  his  ad- 
missioni  the  door  Was  opened,  and  the  Clerk 
was  admitted  to  deliver  his  message,  and  pr»- 
sent  the  enrolled  bill  for  signature.  It  was 
then  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

What  shonid  l>e  thonght  of  this,  aa  taken  in 
connection  with  the  fate  of  tbe  act  and  pendency 
of  the  Presidential  election  t  Was  it  a  circum- 
stance which  must  ever  be  remembered  with 
mortification,  and  which  therefore  wilt  never 
be  forgiven ! 

To  give  a  fbrther  color  to  the  suggestion  that 
the  passage  of  the  act  was  attended  with  im- 
proper cu'cnmstanoeSj  the  attempt  has  been 
made  to  impress  an  idea  that  it  was  adopted 
without  mature  deliberation,  and  hurried 
through  its  different  stages  in  a  reprehensible 
manner.  If  we  are  not  willing  to  be  misled  l^ 
pretext,  let  ns  examine  what  was  the  fact. 

A  recurrence  to  the  journals  of  the  House 
will  prove  that  tlie  autyeot  of  the  Judicial  Es- 
tebliuiment  was  recommended  by  tbe  Frea- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  tbe  attention  of 
Congreaa  at  two  sncoessive  sessions.  In  his 
communication  at  the  opening  of  the  first  ses- 
sion  of  tbe  nxtb  Congress,  be  recommended  the 
sulfjeot  in  the  following  terms  ; 

"  To  give  iae  effect  to  the  civil  adminiitiatioii  of 
OorenuDBDt,  and  to  ensnre  a  jiut  ezecntion  of  tbe 
lavs,  a  revi^on  and  smendrnttnt  of  the  Judicioiy 
lytWtB  is  indijpiinubly  uecenan.  In  thij  exteniu're 
coontiy  it  caonot  but  lu^ipm  that  Dnaeroiii   qnM- 
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J  tha  intcrprgtktion  of  the 
the  righM  Kod  datin  of  officen  uid  dtu 
ube.  On  the  one  band,  the  Uwi  ihonLl  be  ex- 
eeated  j  on  tli«  other,  iixUridnBl*  aboold  be  goexded 
hoot  oppnuioD.  Neitber  of  theac  object*  !i  mf- 
ficieutly  vsured  under  the  presetit  org&nizAtion  of 
the  Jadic[al  Dcpuimeat.  t  therelbrB  suncMlj  n- 
oomioeiul  the  cabject  to  jov  miotie  cotiAidentioiL" 

In  the  House  of  Bepreeeat&tiveci,  this  port  of 
the  President's  Speech  waa  referred  to  a  r'  ' 
committee.  They  reported  a  bill  which 
toiued  a  variety  of  provisione  for  amending  the 
system.  The  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  tiie  Whole,  io  which  it  was  discnssed  seyeral 
days,  And  was  afterwards  recommitted  to  the 
some  gentlemen  who  had  reported  it.  As  it 
was  printed  for  tlie  ose  of  the  mombers,  and  the 
sobjecl  was  estenaively  interestiDg  to  the  com- 
mnoity,  it  wna  Jndged  proper  to  defer  a  final 
deciaion  antil  another  seeaton,  and  in  the  mean 
time  gentlemen  might  have  an  opportnnity  to 
acquire  intbrmation  that  wonld  asdst  them  '' 
form  a  more  satiafaotoiy  Jadgment. 

At  the  second  sessioa  of  the  eiith  Oongreee, 
the  snlgect  was  again  recommended  bj  the 
President.    These  are  his  words ; 

"  It  It,  in  BTOiy  point  of  view,  of  mch  primuT  tt 
portwuie  to  cany  uia  Imwi  into  prompt  Bod  faithM 
aieontioD,  and  to  render  th>t  part  of  the  administra- 
tion of  joitlce  which  the  canititntion  and  lawa  de- 
Tolre  on  the  Fsderal  courts,  ai  convenient  to  the 
people  u  may  conaist  irtth  their  pment 
itancei,  that  I  camwt  omit  onoe  more  to  rec 
to  jour  lerioni  coDsider&don  the  Judiciary  tyttfm 
oF  tLe  United  States.  No  niliject  !■  more  intBrerting 
than  this  to  tha  public  hqtjmieu ;  and  to  none  oan 
tboie  improvementa  which  muj  have  been  mggoMed 
by  eiperianoe  be  mora  benefidally  applied." 

On  Haa  recommendation  a  select  committee 
was  appointed.  That  committee  reported  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  more  convenieot  organization 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The  bill  nn- 
derwent  a  long  diacnssion  and  a  variety  of 
amendments.  It  was  finally  passed  in  the 
Honso  of  Bepresentatives  by  a  majority  of  Bl 
to  43;  and  in  the  Senate  by  B  minority  of  IS  to 
11.  After  knowing  thue  &ctB,  will  gentlemen 
have  the  hardihood  to  call  this  a  hasty  mea- 
aorel 

Ooi  . 
t4>ok  place  respecting 
have  spoken  of  the  general  power  of  Congress 
to  repeal  acts  passed  by  their  predecessors. 
Are  they  prepared  to  repeal  the  act  to  which  I 
DOW  refer  ?  It  is  the  act  relative  to  the  t«m- 
porary  and  permanent  seat  of  Oovemment, 
passed  in  July,  1790.  That  act  was  carried  in 
tbe  6enat«  by  a  m^ority  of  14  to  12.  In  Ibe 
BoDse  of  Bepresentativea,  a  Committee  of  the 
TThole  agreed  to  it  as  it  came  from  tbe  Senate. 
Twelve  mSerent  amendments  were  proposed  in 
the  House;  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on 
each  of  them,  and  every  amendment  was  re- 
jected— all  in  one  day.  A  motion  was  then 
made  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  on  the 
Uonday  following ;  the  motion  was  negatived. 
It  was  moved  tiu^  the  third  reading  shonld  be 


on  the  next  day ;  tiiia  was  D^atived.  The  jtu 
and  nays  were  taken  twelve  times  doting  Iht 
sitting.  A  motion  was  made  to  a^oani;  thii 
was  n^atived.  Tbe  general  rule  of  the  Howe 
being  against  reading  a  bin  twice  on  tbe  sum 
day  withont  special  order,  a  motion  for  theo 
reading  the  bill  the  third  time  was  made  on  ttie 
part  of  its  advocates,  and  carried.  On  tsUig 
the  yeas  and  nays,  for  the  thirteenth  time  in 
one  day,  the  bill  passed  by  a  m^iity  of  SS  to 
29.  Mark  the  smallness  of  the  majority  in  both 
Honses ;  the  ntter  rsjoction  of  every  tami- 
ment  in  the  Hoose  of  Representatives;  tbt 
hurried  manner  in  whidli  it  was  forced  on  to 
the  final  qneetion.  Recollect  other  conaidw- 
ations  relative  to  the  passage  of  that  aot,  uti 
thenjadge  whether  it  was  not  attended  with 
dronmatanoes  signally  improper.  K  matters  of 
this  kind  constitute  a  aamoient  came  for  geo- 
tlemea  to  repeal  any  aot  pwsed  by  theb  ;r»- 
deccflsora,  why  shonld  we  remain  bere  in  piv- 
snanoe  of  this  aot  t  Will  any  gentleman  »j  it 
is  for  onr  personal  ocmvenience  that  tbe  saU  of 
Oovemment  is  now  at  this  place)  Is  it  st 
present  for  the  pnblio  convenience  t  Is  it  len 
eipenaive  for  individuals,  or  for  the  pnbli^ 
than  it  wonld  be  in  some  of  yonr  commeroal 
citiest  Bave  yon  here  the  opporbmitue  fiv 
valuable  iofbrmation  which  migbt  be  had  die- 
where?  What,  tben,  should  detain  ns,  if  it  b« 
not  a  regard  to  stability  and  oonsistenoy  in  pnb- 
lio proceedings,  combined  with  a  regsrd  to  the 
expoctstiona  of  respectable  perwins  seriondy  in- 
terested in  the  question  f  But  if  ^oa  maj  n- 
peai  the  aot  organizing  the  Jodidil  system, 
what  principle  is  there  tiiat  ooght  to  confine 
the  Government  to  the  place  in  which  we  *n 
now  assembled  ?  Repeal  this  act,  is  is  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  yoa  shako 
the  principle  of  pnblio  stability  and  conasteM^. 
Repeal  this  act,  and  there  can  be  no  ]»inMpla 
of  constitutional  obligation,  none  of  politicil 
honor,  or  legal  right,  to  detun  yoH  hem 


WxDioaDAT,  Uarch  8. 

Mr.  LowTTsn  moved  that  tbe  fbrthcr  con- 
sideration of  tbe  bill  be  poetpcHied  antffl  tha 
first  Ifonday  in  December  next ;  oa  vtudi  • 
debate  of  considerable  length  ensoed;  wb«^ 
the  question  being  taken  thereap<«,  it  past" 

the  ne^tive — yeaa  Si,  nays  6S. 

And,  ^ter  debate  Uiereon,  the  mab  qiMstiaB 

sa  taken  that  the  sud  biS  do  pass,  and  n- 
Bolved  in  the  afilnnative— yeaa  S9,  luijt  H,  h 

Yua— Wnits  Alabn,  Jdm  Aicber,  Mm  Bam, 
Theodoms  Buley,  Phannel  Biditra,  Rk^ud  Bm^ 
Robert  Brown,  William  BiHler,  Sanrael  J.  CMi, 
Thnnu  CldboriM,  Matthew  Clay,  John  CkfM^i 
John  Condit,  Richard  Cutt^  Tbooai  T.  Dtii^  J<i» 
DawMU,  Williuu  Dicknn,  Lonai  EbneDdaqib,  Om- 
eser  Ehner,  John  Fowler,  William  B.  GUm,  Edna 
Gray,  Andrew  Gi^g,  Joseph  BeiMar,  WiOLun  Hih4 
Wm.  Hoge,  James  Holland,  Dand  HalnM«i  Graff 
Jackaon,  Cbulss  Johnson,  William  Jones,  ICdiaM 
Ldb,  John  UEledge,  Smnel  I.  lEttMi,  TbMsss 
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Uoora,  JamM  Mott,  Antbon;  New,  Tbomu  Nswton, 
juD.,  Jonph  B.  Nicholam,  John  Rudolph,  jun^  John 
SmilJe,  John  Smith,  (of  N«ir  York,)  Jolin  Smith,  (of 
l^giciO  Jo^ah  Smith,  Sunnel  Smith,  HeiiT^  Sootb- 
uil,  Richud  Stftnford,  Joaeph  Stanton,  juB.,  John 
Stsirut,  John  Tsli^erro,  jno..  DaiidThomu,  PhlUp 
K,  ThompKin,  Ahrwn  Trim,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  John  P.  Van  Aea,  Jowph  B.  Varaiun, 
luao  Tan  Home,  and  Hem;  Woodi. 

SA'n, — Thotnaa  Botide,  John  Campbell,  Manunh 
Cutler,  Sanmel  W.  Dtuia,  John  r^nnport,  Jiitia 
Dranii,  ViDiam  EiUtia,  AUel  Foster,  Calrin  Ood- 
daid.  Soger  Grilwold,  William  Banr  Orore,  Seth 
Putii^ii^  JiMeph  Bemi^uD,  AidiitMd  Henderaon, 
WilHam  H.  HOI,  Beiv>nuii  Hnger.  TlMcna*  Lowndei, 
Lewia  B.  Honii,  Jonph  Kerce,  Thomal  Plater,  Na- 
than SMi,  John  RntJadge,  JiAd  Staolej,  Benjamin 
TaUma^  Sunnd  Tennin,  Tbomai  lHUi^iait, 
GNTge  B.  U^iam,  EOlian  K.  Van  Reiuwiaer,  Peleg 


FBiDi-T,  Uaroh  S. 
State  £aJaruiei. 
Vt.  Tedmab,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  tiio  expediencT  of  eztutgaishing 
tlie  daima  of  &o  United  Btatee,  for  certain 
belBnc«a,  which,  hy  the  CommiBsioners  appoint' 
edto  aettle  the  acoonnta  between  the  United 
Stst«8  and  the  individual  States,  were  reported 
to  he  due  from  Beveral  of  the  States  to  the 
United  States,  made  a  report,  as  foUowa: 

That  the  foDowlng  baUncei  tnm,  by  ^  )ald 
CcnuniaBioaen^  tepotCad  to  be  doe  ftom  the  Statei 
bounafter  mentiMied,  to  wit:  From  the  State  of 
K«v  To^  two  millkoa  aeveiitir-fonr  Aooiand  ei^t 
hmdied  and  for^-dx  doUan;  from  the  SUte  of 
PimujlTanlB,  Mrentr-iix  thoniaDd  esToi  bnodnd 
and  nine  dollaia ;  &om  the  State  of  Delaware,  uz 
hnndred  and  ttrelTe  tbooeand  four  handrod  and 
tventj'-eight  dollan ;  from  the  State  o!  Mai7l>nd, 
cne  hundred  and  fiffy-one  thonsand  ni  hnndred  and 
fbr^  doUari ;  from  the  State  of  Vlrf^hua,  ooo  hnn-. 
dred  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  seTen^-mne  dol- 
lan;  and  from  the  State  of  North  Candlna,  five  him- 
dnd  and  ona  thoiuaod  and  ei^ty-two  dollnn. 

That,  as  none  of  these  Btates  has  erinced  a  diipo- 
dHoo  to  paj  any  part  tf  tboae  iwlance^  except  the 
State  of  New  Tcnfe,  which  ha*  been  credited  on  the 
boiAi  of  the  Tieaauj  for  two  bmidnd  and  twenty- 
two  Ibonnnd  ei^t  tnmdnd  and  tan  doOan  and  to. 
eent*,'  for  money  expended  in  tne&ig  fortlfiaatiaai, 
pmnant  to  an  act  cf  Congress,  passed  the  fith  ol 
Febmaij,  1799 ;  bnt  as  It  wnild  be  nneqnal  to  bA  a 
flatber  pajment  f^om  tiM  State  eiclnnrelj,  and  as 
it  does  not  ajqiear  that  any  meamre  of  cordon  can 
ever  be  Resorted  to,  a  hrtbar  conlimuuice  of  tlw  ds- 


lideb  tb^  do  not  admit,  will,  ni 


M  ofSnioD  of  the 


le  are,  thenfbie,  of  o[ni^n,  that  it  Is 
sxtingijih  the  claims  of  the  United 
Stales  for  those  balances,  uid  for  that  porpoea  report 
a  bill,  which  is  herawith  submitted. 

The  report  wu  lud  on  the  table.    The  bill 


was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  OommlttM 
of  the  whole  Eonae  on  Wednesday  next 

yfrnnsDin,  March  10. 

An  etigroBsed  bill  for  revisinK  and  amending 
the  acte  concerning  Nataralizatton  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  on  the  gnestion  that  the  same 
do  pass,  it  was  reeoWed  m  the  affirmative — jeas 
69,  nays  2T,  as  follows : 

Yeas Willis  Alatcm,  John  Archer,  John  Baoon, 

Tlleadams  Bailey,  JameaA-Bayaid,  Phaniiel  Bishop, 
Thomas  Bonde,  Robert  Brown,  WtUiam  Bntler,  Sam- 
nel  J,  Cabell,  Thomae  Qaiboine,  Hatthaw  Clay,  Joha 
Cbqiton,  John  Coodit,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Daw- 
son, John  Denni*,  WiDlam  DickiOB,  Loeas  Elmen^ 
dorph,  Elbenexer  Ebner,  William  £nstis,  John  Fowler, 
Wm.  B.  Giles,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bany  Grave, 
Joseph  Heist«r,  William  Helms,  Joseph  Hemphill, 
William  Sof^e,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Qeonre 
Jackson,  William  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  J<.ba  Wl- 
ledge,  Samuel  L.  Mitchitl,  Thomas  Moore,  TLomaa 
Newton,  jnn.,  Joseph  B.  NicbDlson,  John  Smilie,  Israel 
Smith,  John  Smith,  (of  New  YorkO  John  Smith, 
(of  Viiginia,)  Samael  Smitb,  Heniy  Southard,  Rich- 
aid    Stanford,  Joseph    Stanton,  jr.,  John    Stewart^ 


David  Thomas,  Thomas  Tillinf^iast,  PhiUp  R.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  T^igs,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John  P. 
Van   Ness,  Joseph   R   Vaninm,  Isaac  Van  Home, 


Robert  Willisms,  and  Henry  Woods. 

Nays. — John  Campbell,  Manasseh  Cntler,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Abiel  Foster,  Calvin  God- 
daid,  R<wer  Griiwold,  Archibald  Hendenon,  William 
H.  Hill,  Bei^min  Hnger,  Thomas  Lowndes,  Ebene- 
ler  Mattoon,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Thomas  Plater,  Na- 
than Read,  John  Rotledge,  John  C.  Smith,  Josiah 
Smith,  John  Stanley,  Beqiamin  Talhnadge,  Samnel 
Tenney,  George  B.  Upham,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Pele^  Wadsworth,  Benjamin  Walker,  and  Le- 


TmiBBDAT,  March  11. 
Wyomittff  CantrcMrty. 

The  Honee  went  into  t,  Oonmittee  of  the 
■Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  iha  petition  of  anndry  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  settled  on  the 
lands  claimed  under  grants  from  the  State  of 
Oonneoticnt,  antecedent  to  the  trial  before  the 
oonrt  of  commisioners  between  the  State  of 
Pennsf IvaniA  and  Connecticut. 

The  report  of  Uie  committee  embraces  an 
historical  view  of  tie  ffyonnng  controveray, 
redtes  the  act  of  Pennsylvania,  for  preventing 
intrusions  npon  land  in  Northampton,  Nor- 
thnraberland,  and  Lnzeme  Oountiea.  The  re- 
port then  proceeds  to  state : 


ipUtn  at  these  acta  as  ni 


sdtntioaal,  and  pray  that  provisions  may  be  made  by 


acts  the  defendant  may  have  a 

vmirtfadai  to  summon  juries  &om  some  State,  other 
than  Fennsylvsnia.  Your  committee  coraxiva  that 
the  right  of  jorisdii^tioa  was  finally  settled  by  the 
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deoTM  (/  Tnatoo.  of  tha  SOth  Deetmbei,  1788,  and 
thkt  bj  the  deciuon  of  the  clrDoit  ooort  for  the  dis- 
trict of  PeoDijlruiiK  in  April,  IT95,  the  whole  quet- 
tion  of  the  right  oT  loil  waa  fnllj  taken  np  and  de- 
eded W  the  oonrt,  in  a  c*m  flw  tnott  faTorabls  foe 
the  deundaot ;  which  deciiiou  not  baring  been  re- 
TiieA  and  t^verud,  ahonld  alio  be  coiuidered  u  final 
and  conclnsivB. 

Your  committM  therefiffe,  iqwD  the  whole  circnm- 
•lancei  of  the  oaw,  are  of  o^idon,  that  the  meaKma 
oontnnplalad  by  the  petitioner*  trenld  tend  ttiy  mnch 
to  iosrewa  the  embanaMmtnta  Blraad J  experienoed  fay 
Am  Slate  «f  Pennijltania,  in  extending  and  enforeinB 
It>  Uwfnl  jnriidiction  over  the  land*  in  qneition,  and 
that  it  wonld  be  highlj  ioeipedieDt  oa  the  part  of  the 
United  Statei  to  intcifera  with  the  regulations  of  the 
State)  ia  Ihat  r«q)eat,  or  to  oonntenaDco,  by  an; 
mean*  whatever,  an;  dreniaitauoe*  at  inaabordina- 
tion  to  the  SWe  antharity. 

Your  oommittee  are  therefore  of  opinion  tluit  the 
pnjer  at  the  peticionen  ought  Dot  to  be  granted,* 

After  a  debate,  the  oommittee  rose  snd 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  report. 

A  motion  waa  made  and  lost  to  reoomnut  the 
report  to  (t.  select  cotnmittee. 

It  was  then  pioved  to  poitixme  the  farther 
ooatideration  of  the  report  till  the  last  daj  of 
November  next,    Not  oarrjed. 

The  qneetioD  was  then  taken  on  ooncnrring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  report, 
by  jeaa  and  naji,  and  agreed  to — feaa  60,  najs 

And  so  the  petition  was  rqjeotecl. 

Fbidat,  Much  IS. 

The  Hooee  heisg  Inftvmed  that  Nuswobibt 
EuiiTU,  the  Delegate  fh>m  the  IC^sdppi  Ter- 
ritorj,  in  this  House,  died  last  evening : 

On  motion,  it  was 

Setolted,  That  a  cotmnittee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  soperintending  the  fQ&eral  of 
Narswortst  HcimfB,  Iat«  a  Dele^te  ftom  the 
Uisaisnppl  Territco'; ;  and  that  thu  House  will 
attend  the  same. 

Etmlved,  That  the  members  testify  their  re- 
apeot  fbr  the  memorf  of  Ihe  said  Nabswobtiiy 
Hu:<TKR,  by  wearing  a  crape  on  the  left  arm, 
for  one  month. 

Jiaohed,  That  the  Bpkjjceb  of  this  House 
address  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  the  STwds- 
sippi  Territory,  to  inform  him  of  the  death  of 
Kabswobthi  Eu^rntB,  the  Delegate  from  the 
■aid  Territory  in  this  Honse,  in  order  that 
measnres  may  be  taken  to  supply  llie  vaoancy 
occasioned  thereby. 

•Or^ed,  That  Mr.  Lire,  Mr.  Davib,  Ifr. 
HoLL&XD,  Mr.  RcnxnoB,  and  Mr.  Lrvos  R. 
MoKBis,  be  appointed  a  oommittee,  pnianant  to 
the  first  reeolntion. 


The  Honse  reeoWed  itself  into  a  OoDimittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  ^e 
datms  of  the  United  States  for  balances  re- 
ported against  certain  States  by  Commissioners 


appoin 
United 


IVuo,  im 

linted  to  settle  the  acooonta  between  ths 
fnited  States  and  the  individnal  SUtM. 

Ur.  Taoifia. — Mr.  Chairman.  I  rise,  with  i 
great  deal  of  diffidence,  to  deliver  my  teWi- 
ments  on  this  floor,  as  I  have  not  been  accn*- 
tomed  to  public  speaking ;  however,  a  seow  of 
my  dnij  as  a  Repreeentadve  of  the  rnitcj 
Sbttes,  as  well  as  the  immediate  Representttiv* 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  impela  me,  on 
this  occasion,  to  ask  tbe  indolgenoe  of  the  Cnn. 
mittee  while  I  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  enb- 
Ject  of  the  bill  now  nnder  eonnderati(HL 

Sir,  A  nnmber  of  the  debtor  States,  sad  pi^ 
tknlarly  the  one  which  I  have  the  bcxior  to 
represent,  have  always  believed  thai  they  vers 
prodigionsly  injured  in  the  settlement  that  wai 
made;  they  have  alwavs  believed  llut  tb«t* 
was  something' radically  wrong,  gronty  hd- 
eqnal,  in  the  acconnts  exhibited  t^  th«  is^ 
vidnal  States,  and  allowed  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners ;  in  this  belief  they  hare  6e- 
qnently  called  for  information  on  the  solJKl 
for  a  re-examination  of  that  settlement,  and  hivs 
as  often  been  dented  it. 

Mnch  mi^t  be  sdd  to  prove  that  the  vsiy 
economical  system  adopted  and  adheied  to  bj 
tbe  StaU  of  New  York  in  limiting  the  priwB  d 
produce,  and  in  liquidating  tbe  aoocnmts  of  ha 
citizens  for  snppUes  fnmidied  during  the  ReT. 
olntionary  war,  operated  partioolarlyw^adidil  ■ 
to  that  State  in  the  settlement.  I  sWl,  bow- 
ever,  w^ve  any  remarks  on  this  for  tbe  pns- 
ent,  and  confine  myself  princnpelly  to  tbe  mla 
which  was  adopted  for  ^>p(MtioDing  the  u- 
penses  of  the  war  among  the  sevsnl  Staua 
Sir,  the  committee  will  nooQect  that  by  an 
act  of  CongTMS  passed  in  the  vear  ITSD,  tbt 
enumeration  of  inhabitants  made  in  the  jmt 
17SI  was  adopted  as  the  rnle  for  apportion- 
ing this  debt  among  the  thirteen  Stal«e._ 

I  shall  in  the  first  place  examine  tbe  nigbul 
contract  entered  into  by  theae  Btalw,  and  nnto 
which  theee  expenses  were  inonrred,  and  tlMD 
endeavor  to  show  the  effect  which,  adoptiDf  ■■ 
ennmeration  made  seven  or  eight  yean  lAf  thi 
close  of  tbe  war,  bad  npon  uie  several  Suiei 
different  from  what  the  aame  mle  would  bite 
prodneed  had  the  wqKvtionment  been  mads 
according  to  the  nombera  in  each  State  at  that 
period,  say  1784. 

In  the  year  1778,  the  people  of  these  StaW 
entered  into  a  confederation  for  variom  pf" 
poses,  one  of  which  was,  to  proeccote  the  ''•' 
against  Great  BriUin.  In  the  ei^th  artide 
of  this  compact  it  was  expreasly  agreed  that— 

"  All  chaige*  of  tbe  war,  aad  all  othv  eipu** 
tbatdionld  beinnuTedforthaoammtaUenee,**! 
ganeral  welfare,  and  allowed  by  tbe  Cnitad  SbM 
bi  Congrsa*  aisembled,  iheald  he  defrayed  rat  </  ■ 
oommon  treamry,  which  dioold  be  «appli*d  tr  ^ 
*«ma]  State*  in  propwtin)  to  the  vahie  «f  bD  ludi 
within  each  Stale  granted  to  or  Mrvayed  Kr  aoypo- 
■on  aameh  land*  and  the  buildli^and  impraremn* 
thereon  ahonld  be  eatimated,  aceafding  to  wKh  bcdI* 
■4  tbe  United  State*  in  CangieM  aa«embled,  Aeatf 
&om  titne  to  time  direct  and  ^polnt.' 
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Tbte,  Ur.  Oh^nnan,  was  the  agT«ement  tin- 
der -which  thb  debt  was  inonrred ;  nod  here 
■How  me  to  aak  tba  honorable  centlemaa  tctmi 
IbssachnBetta  (Mr.  Bacwh)  whether  he  waa 
correct  when  be  told  u«  the  other  day  that 
this  settlement  had  been  made  agreeablj  to 
the  arUolei  of  Oonfederation ;  end,  fiirther, 
whether,  agreeably  to  that  compact,  the  State 
irtiich  he  repreeents  would  have  been  allowed 
for  her  lonea  in  the  Penobacot  expedition, 
which  haa  enabled  her  to  become  a  creditor 
8tat«  of  npnards  of  one  million  two  hundred 
thonaand  doUara,  and  nuoe  titan  one-third  of 
the  whole  amount  ot  the  balancea.  Sir,  had 
the  original  agreement  nndw  which  these  ex- 
penses were  incurred  been  adhered  to  in  the 
settlement,  no  one  oasht  now  to  complain ; 
bat,  in  order  to  oomp^  with  it,  the  expenses 
of, the  war  onght  to  have  been  apportioned 
among  the  aeveriil  Btatea  according  to  the  valoe 
rf  the  lands  and  bnildlngs  at  the  time  these 
axpenaea  were  incnrfed,  and  I  do  contend  that 
&e  period  imme^ately  after  the  tarmlnation 
of  the  war  was  the  only  proper  one  for  carry- 
ing  int«  effeot  this  atipnlation.  I  am  per- 
niaded  that  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  will 
deny  that  the  existing  cironmstanoes  of  the 
several  States  at  that  period  were  tiie  most 
proper  to  determine  the  Jnat  proportion  which 
each  State  ought  to  pay  of  tbene  en>eneee,  b; 
whatever  mla  ndght  be  adopted.  Admitting, 
then,  that  Oongreea  had  the  power,  and  it  was 
jadged  expedient  to  deviate  from  the  original 
contract,  and  adopt  as  the  mle  of  ^tportion- 
ment  the  emuneration  of  inhabitants  aa  a  more 
practicable  one,  onght  it  not  to  have  had  refer- 
ence to  the  nnmbers  fn  each  State  at  the  cloee 
of  the  war!  Most  nnqnestionably,  Mr,  Chur- 
raan,  no  gentlemaii  will  deny  this,  and  that  the 
year  17B4  was  the  proper  time.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  B^d  that  no  ennmeration  was  made  till 
Ihe  year  1791,  seven  yean  afterwarda.  I  grant 
It.  Bnt  will  this  alter  the  Jnstneaa  of  my  posi- 
tion 1  Sat  at  all.  It  mnst  be  obvions  in  the 
mind  of  evoy  gentleman  who  haa  reflected  on 
the  snbjeot,  that  the  relative  nnmbera  in  each 
State  had  changed  materially  between  the  year 
1784,  when  this  settlement  ought  to'  have  been 
made,  and  the  year  1791,  when  it  waa  made. 
In  order  to  establish  this  fact,  I  have  adopted 
thia  method ;  I  have  admitted  what  I  believe 


variation  in  the  increase  of  popnlation  in  the 
several  States  ainoe  the  year  17B4;  that  the 
inoreMe  waa  nearly,  if  not  oorrectly,  in  the 
same  ratio  between  the  years  1784  and  1791, 
with  the  increase  between  the  years  1761  ana 
IBOl ;  that  ia,  that  the  relative  increase  of  pop- 
ulation in  the  several  Statea  was  nearly,  if  not 
oorrectly,  in  the  aame  proportion  for  ibe 
■even  yeara  previous  to  the  year  1791  that 
it  was  fbr  the  ten  yeara  snbaeqnent  to  that 

"H^  I  have  established  as  my  data,  by  which  I 
IwTe  Moertained  the  nnmbere  in  e4oh  State  in  the 


year  1784^  and  havingapportionedthewholedebt 
among  the  several  StMes,  according  to  the  enn- 
meradon,  I  find  the  following  to  be  the  reenlt : 

That  the  State  of  Haawi^Qsetts,  instead  (»r 
being  a  creditor  of  11,248,801,  she  would  have 
been  a  creditor  for  only  |868,S07;  that  the 
State  of  CoDuecticnt,  instead  of  being  a  creditor 
Btat«  of  1619,121,  she  would  have  been  a  debtor 
State  for  $936,419 ;  that  the  State  of  Bhode 
Island,  instead  of  being  a  creditor  State  fbr 
|£ge,61  ] ,  she  wonld  have  been  a  debtor  State  for 
118,212;  that  the  Sute  of  New  Jersey,  instead 
of  lieing  a  creditor  ibr  $49,080,  she  wonld  have 
been  a  debtor  Sute  for  $800,201 ;  that  the 
State  of  New  York,  instead  of  lieing  a  debtor 
State  for  $2,074,846,  she  wonld  have  been  r 
creditor  State  for  $966,921,  &o. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  wonld  have  been  tlie 
sitnation  of  those  States  had  the  apportionment 
l)een  made  according  to  the  nnmbers  in  each 
State  id  the  year  1784.  As  fbr  the  accnracy 
of  this  statement  I  think  I  can  with  safety 
pledge  myself;  it  la,  however,  open  fbr  any 
gentJeman  who  will  pve  himself  the  tronble  to 
examine  it  for  hlmselC  The  prineiplea  aa 
which  it  haa  been  made  cannot  be  dispnted,  aa 
it  reepects  the  State  of  New  York;  if  any 
thing,  it  does  not  make  anon^  in  her  &Tor, 
for  it  is  evident  that  the  emigratioa  into  that 
State  from  the  n^hboring  States  was  greater  Sye 
the  first  seven  years  after  tbe  close  of  the  war 
than  it  haa  been  for  any  snbseqnent  seven  years. 

Will,  then.  Hi.  Chairman,  any  gentleman  hes- 
itate  a  moment  to  pronoOnce  the  mle  of  appor- 
tionment which  was  adopted  nnjnst,  nneqnal,. 
and  erroneoost  Will  any  gentleman  say,  sir^ 
that  the  rale  of  apportionment  was  a  Jiurt  one,  (^ 
■a  Jnst  as  tbe  natnre  of  the  case  would  admit  c^ 
which  l>roaght  the  State  of  New  York  In  debt 
npwards  of  two  millions — two-thirds  of  th» 
iriiole  amoDut  of  tbe  balances — when,  on  the 
principles  of  'righteonsnesa,  on  tbe  prindple*- 
of  legal  contract,  or  any  other  piinciplea,  bnt 
an  nnanthorited  act  of  Congress,  tliat  Stat*' 
would  have  been  a  creditor  State  fbr  nearly  ft 
million  t 

Mr.  Churmen,  I  admit,  as  the  settiement  ha» 
been  made,  and  tiie  creditor  States  hare  rooei'Md 
their  l>alances,  that  it  wonld  he  improper  now 
to  take  np  this  snlfject  de  noeo,  and  endesvov  to 
compel  those  States  to  lefnni  what  they  hava 
received  more  than  they  were  entitled  to ;  thii 
is  not  expected— it  is  not  asked ;  all  that  ia 
asked  of  yon  is,  that  yon  render  snohjastlceto 
those  injnred  States  as  the  present  sitnation  of 
this  transaction  will  admit  of ;  this  is  all  that  ia 
contemplated  in  tbe  bill  now  before  na. 

Sir,  as  to  the  present  sitnation  of  the  Btato  oi 
New  York  with  reepect  to  this  snbject,  she  haa 
not  acknowledged  the  justice  of  mis  claim,  as 
was  atated  by  some  gentlemen  when  this  qnea- 
tion  was  under  coorifleration  the  other  day;  she 
has  uniformly  denied  it  It  is  true  she  did  com- 
ply with  the  act  of  Congren  passed  in  Febrnary, 
1799,  and  has  expended  and  been  credited  oa 
tbe  books  of  your  Treasury  for  $S2S,810  noder 
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that  act;  she  did  tliis,  not  from  a  conTiction  of 
tlie  jDstic«  of  the  dum,  bnt  from  motivee  which 
hare  always  sctaated  her  conduct,  u  well  dnr- 
inff  the  Revolntionarj  war  as  since,  to  do  STery 
thing  in  her  power  for  the  general  welfore  of 
the  nation,  whenever  ita  exigencies  required  it, 
and  also  from  an  expectation  that  the  other 
States  called  debtor  Btatee  wonld  do  the  same, 
and  thereby  get  rid  of  an  evil  which  she  con- 
uders  as  having  a  tendency  to  alienate  the  good 
will  and  cordial  afTection  fto  necessary  to  be 
cherished  betweea  these  Statea — a  cause,  or, 
which  has  and  will  while  it  Is  suffered  to  exist. 
occasion  perpetnal  irritation  and  disqniet,  as  well 
to  the  creditor  as  to  the  debtor  8lat«,  and  which 
may  at  some  ftitnre  period  produce  ooneeqnen- 
oes  mere  &tal. 

I  Bay,  air,  tlieee  were  her  motives  in  agree- 
ing to  Uiat  measore;  and  did  sh«  not  eviuoe  a 
magnaumooa  spirit  by  doing  it)  a  willingnesa 
to  suffer  an  additiona]  ii^ur;  herself  rather 
than  not  remove  n  canse  which  might  put  in 
Jeopardy  the  peace  and  harmony  of  these  United 
States  I  Bat,  Mr.  Ohmrman,  as  it  can  anawer 
no  oaefal  purpose  to  have  the  remainder  of  the 
money  expended  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
aot-^and  this  I  am  warranted  in  stating  to  the 
oommittee,  not  only  as  my  own  opinion,  hut  as 
the  opinion  of  Qke  gentleman  who  was  employed 
nnder  Government  as  an  agent  or  commissioner 
to  eaperintend  the  ezpenditore  already  mode — 
sa  no  other  fitat«  has  evinced  a  diapoation  to 
extinguish  these  balances  by  paying  any  part  of 
them,  or  bj  complying  with  my  of  the  terms 
heretofore  offered  by  Congreas ;  and  as  it  mnst 
be  admitted  on  all  hands  ^t  Oongress  have  no 
power  to  effect  it  by  eviction,  I  ask  gentlemen 
if  it  wonld  be  just  or  reasonable  that  tiie  State 
of  New  York,  who  has  been  injured  more  in  the 
settlement  than  any  other  BtatA  in  Qie  Union ; 
who  has  already  |Mdd  npwarda  of  $830,000  to- 
wards these  balances,  and  who  is  the  only  State 
that  haa,  or  in  all  probability  ever  will,  pay  a 
cent  towards  them — I  say,  I  ask  gentlemen  ol 
the  committee  whether  it  woold  be  jnst  that 
that  State  should  now  be  driven  to  one  of  two 
alternatives ;  either  to  draw  near  a  million  of 
dellarB  from  her  citizens  and  expend  it  where  it 
will  answer  no  nsefU  pnrpose  to  the  State  nor 
to  the  nation,  or  to  withhold  any  ftarther  appro- 
priations, and  thereby  incur  the  impnUtion 
of  having  violated  her  faith)  I  call  npon  gen- 
tlemen seriously  to  oonnder  whether  it  would 
Bot  be  prodi^ously  unjnst  to  hold  that  State  in 
tfalapre^ooment;  whether  it  would  not  beadd- 
ing injury  to  Injnstieeto  do  it) 

lb-.  Oh^rman,  I  do  flatter  myself  that  the  re- 
presentatives of  this  natiosi,  convened  here  to  le- 
gislate on  fitir  and  oqnttable  principles.  wUl  not 
■offer  a  new  waund  to  be  inflicted  on  that 
State,  but  that  they  will  nnite  with  one  aooord 
ki  passing  the  biU  now  before  as,  and  thereby 
not  only  heal  the  one  already  made  on  that,  as 
well  as  several  of  her  sister  Btatea,  but  re- 
move a  rook  which  May  tindanger  our  Federal 


ThebillTi  ,, 
Vis  RKMsaaiAan,  Hiu,  Vak  Neh,  Gsim, 
BATUin,  SioLiK,  Haooh,  8.  Siotk,  CLUBttm, 
and  HbiJ.ASD — and  opposed  by  Meters.  Euue, 
Baoox,  Enans,  HABTiKaB,  and  Bctlek. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  ecaninit- 
tee  rising,  and  reporting  the  bill  withont  uii«nd- 
ment,  and  carried — yeas  47,  nays  38. 

A  motion  was  tiiien  made  that  the  toll  b«  to- 
grossed  for  a  third  rcttding  on  ToMdaj,  and  cw- 
ried— yeas  47,  nays  86. 

A  motion  was  then  made  hy  Ur.  Lkb  Io  re- 
commit the  report  of  the  select  comnuttee  n 
which  the  above  bill  was  founded,  in  ard«r  to 
ooireot  an  eironeooa  atatonent  in  ralitini  to 
Pennsylvania 

HosnAT,  Uarcb  15. 
^«7ieA  iS^liatioTi*. 

Ur.  Oribwoli)  scud,  that  he  hoped  the  rtaohh 
tion  which  he  had  laid  on  the  table  for  indemni- 
fying for  French  spoliations  would  be  fint  Csba 
np.  It  vras  impOTtant,  before  a  decision  fa 
made  on  the  repeal  of  the  intemil  taxes,  Ib>t 
the  extent  of  indemnities  made  by  OovenuMot 
should  be  known.  He  therefore  moved  a  poit- 
ponement  of  the  bill  on  interns]  taxes  till  ti^ 
morrow,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  his  motiaa 
might  be  acted  npon.  He  concluded  bj  imt- 
ingthe  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Obihwolo  is  u  foUowa: 

'^Raohtd,  TliM  it  ii  proper  to  make  pnni>OB  ij 
law  towards  iademaifying  the  mcnhuiti  of  do 
United  States  for  tone*  nutained  bj  thral  fRa 
FreDoh  ipoliatioiu,  the  claims  for  wliidi  kva  btn 
been  lezrauDced  bj  the  final  mtificitian  cC  tlK  Cm- 
vsntioD  with  Fiance,  M  pnbliibed  by  pnoluailiM 
of  the  Piwdeut  ef  the  United  StateL' 

Mr.  LowiTDEB  observed,  that  it  wai  dmtIj 
two  months  since  the  oommittee  was  ni^d,  to 
whom  had  been  committed  the  petiliDin  w 
merchants  praying  indemnities;  notwithrtm* 
ing  this  leiwth  of  time,  the  oommittee  bid  not 
yet  met.  He  hoped  this  reeolntion  woold  i»- 
duce  the  oommittee  to  meet. 

Mr.  S.  SioTH  sud,  that  he  had  ^eeoited  0» 
first  petition  on  the  subject  of  Froish  spoh- 
ations,  and  that  it  had  been  immediatelf  » 
ferred  to  a  select  committee,  who,  thwj^  tl*f 
had  made  progress  in  the  bnaineee  oommitttd  to 
them,  had  not  conndered  it  Mr  to  dedde  tm 
all  the  petitions  expected  on  the  ruI^  hH 
been  received.  One  indeed  had  b«aipMM>|» 
only  this  morning,  iir.  8.  Mked  if  lliis  jbm* 
waa  not  perfeotiy  just  and  &irt  For  hiiDNlt 
on  this  eal)ieat,  he  was  prednded  from  *<>''''§ 
as  he  was  dewdy  interested  in  Ibe  deciw^  <■ 
the  House.  He  mentioned  this  ciraanutox* 
that  the  reason  mi^t  be  nnderatood  «V  P^ 
ticnlar  lentiemen  from  differ«)t  part*  of  tM 
Union  did  not  vote  on  tUa  qneraon  <»  )<■ 
several  stages. 

Mr.  Lowin>c8  B(dd  he  did  not  eoorider  IM 
tight  of  deddii^  tiiepiiiidple  ddegated  to m 
lebot  oomiaitt«e.    That  mnflt  be  decided  in  IM 
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Home.  It  VM  the  dntj  ttf  the  committee 
bvel;  to  make  arrani^menta  to  protect  the 
Honse  from  uiipo«ition  on  the  icore  of  &cts. 
If  it  shaU  be  determined  bf  the  (kiTemment, 
th&t  it  is  improper  to  make  conpenutioil — 
tiboQgli  he  thought  euati  a  deoidon  ecarealy  poe- 
ribte-— the  select  oommittee  msy  be  discharged. 
If)  on  the  other  hand,  it  ii  thought  proper  to 
eompenaate,  the  committee  may  go  into  the  in- 
Testigation  of  det^la. 

Ur.  UiTOBiLL  felt  it  an  oblimtioD,  that  the 
case  of  those  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, and  that  of  the  other  merchants  in  the 
United  Btates,  Bhonld  be  taken  up  and  receive 
from  this  Honse  the  most  deliberate  and  serious 
consideration.  He  had  before  submitted  to  the 
Honse  his  ideas  on  the  proper  conrae  to  be  par- 
sued,  which  it  was  not  neceaaary  for  him  to  re- 
peat. He  wonid,  however,  obeerre,  that  the 
resolution  now  made  was  bo  broad  as  entirely 
to  defeat  its  object.  The  first  reference  of  this 
bnmneaa  was  to  a  select  oommittee  instmcted  to 
examine  all  the  papeis  and  docaments  In  rela- 
tion to  It,  with  an  instruction  to  report  their 
Siinion  to  die  House;  on  Teoeiring  which  the 
onae  might  be  able  to  come  to  a  decision. 
On  the  otUier  band,  the  present  propodtion 
goes  to  commit  the  Hoote  on  the  whole  extent 
of  the  snbjeot  widkoat  aoj  examination  whaV 


which  satisfied  his  mind  that  a  decision 
not  be  too  rapidlf  pr«Med.  The  Teasels  taken 
by  Oie  Ft«noh  admitted  of  Tarions  clas^ca- 
tioDB.  One  class  ocatristed  of  those  that  were 
eutored  before  the  dissolntion  of  our  treaty 
with  France ;  another  class,  of  those  which  were 
captured  after  that  erect;  another  clase,  of 
those  that  were  captured  by  picaroons  witliont 
eommismona;  and  another  class,  where  cap- 
tnrea  were  made  on  aooonnt  of  contraband 
goods.  AH  these  dassea  involTcd  distinct  oon- 
tiderations;  and  when  the  sabjeot  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Honse  in  a  form  so  complicated, 
waa  it  proper  precipitately  to  decide  a  pHnciple 
that  might  bind  the  Qovernment  to  make  in- 
demnity for  all  cases  whatever? 

Mr.  M,  said  he  had  no  donbt  hot  that  snch 
profierty  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Statcfl  aa 
came  fmrly  mider  the  character  of  spoliated 
property,  wonld  be  considered  aa  a  fit  sobject 
of  indemnity.  He  was  one  of  th<ne  who 
thought  that  in  snch  cases  payment  ought  to 
be  made.  He  considered  the  merchants  aa  a 
very  important  class  of  oitizens,  and  that  their 
totereeta  onght  to  be  protected.  This  he 
thonght  the  more  necessary  from  the  oonuder- 
aUon  of  the  bill  on  the  table,  which,  when 
passed,  will  render  the  Qovernment  very  de- 
pendent on  mercantile  credit. 

Mr.  M.  was  of  opiaion  that  the  best  way  of 
accomplishing  the  object  of  tlie  merchants  was 
not  to  precipitate  the  aabject.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  beet  chance  of 
sQCcasa  wonld  arise  from  an  examination  of  the 
Varloiu  claeseaof  spoliation^  from  eq)arating 


them  from  each  other,  tiker^y  Miabling  the 
House  to  act  nndentandingly  opon  them.  The 
reeolntion  of  the  gentlemaa  from  OonnecticQt 
was  so  vague  as  not  to  be  snsceptible  of  any 
distinct  meaning.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
subject  would  be  suffered  to  undergo  a  fell  and 
deUberat«  investigation  in  the  select  oommittee, 
which  he,  as  a  member  of  that  committee,  a»- 


le  of  justice  and  a  regard  to  onr  mercbanti 
lire. 


:Dixx, — The  object  of  the  present  motion 
is  to  take  up  the  resclntion  of  my  colleagoe,  and 
to  take  order  npon  it — not  to  dedde  definitely 
npon  it.  This  bdng  the  true  qnesdon,  I  hope 
the  gentlemaa  from  New  Tork  will  not  think 
it  improper  in  me  to  sa^  that  many  of  hie  re- 
marl^  do  not  apply  to  it.  As  the  qaestioD  ia 
not  whether  we  ^all  Immediately  decide  the 
point,  bot  only  plaoe  it  in  a  ti^n  foi  ded^on, 
it  miut  be  discussed  either  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  or  in  a  ^eot  oommittee ;  and  we 
ask  the  House  now  to  decide  which,  that  itm^ 
he  progressing  towards  a  final  deciaioa. 

The  resolution  states  a  general  principle.  If 
it  is  the  fixed  determination  of  the  m^ori^, 
without  an  inquiry,  not  to  grant  any  relief 
whatever,  there  is  an  end  of  the  bnsinees.  Bob 
if  yon  agree  to  grant  any  relief)  the  resololicm 
ought  to  be  adopted.  The  principle  is  then 
eatablished  of  indemni^ing ;  after  which  yoB 
may  discriminate.  > 

The  principle  on  which  the  reeolntion  isfonnd- 
ed  is  not  that  Qovernment  has  declined  to  insist 
npon  the  cMms  of  its  dtiaena  agunet  theFrendi ; 
bat  that  it  has  ondtftakeD  to  abandon  their 
cltums,  so  that  no  cidcen  can  now  come  forward 
with  his  claim  either  against  the  French  QoV'% 
eniment  or  any  ci^ien  of  France.  For  this  is 
the  oonstraction  of  the  treaty  as  finally  ratified 
by  the  QoTemment  It  is  a  complete  sarroi- 
der  and  renunciation  of  all  demands.  Among 
the  first  dums  of  onr  citizens  are  some  of  pri- 
vate ri^t,  which  were  it  not  for  the  troa^, 
oould  be  recovered  in  the  conrts  of  Franoe,  bat 
which  the  treaty  bars.  Thia  constitates  a  claoi 
of  claims  which  the  Government  cannot  reftue 
to  indemnify.  There  are  other  detcr^tiona  v£ 
claima  which  might  require  disorimination ;  in 
some  of  which  the  degree  of  compensation 
shoald  be  varied,  and  others  in  which  there 
dionld  be  no  compensation  whatever.  I  think, 
therefore,  it  is  proper  for  the  Qovernment  to 
say  the  business  shall  be  attended  to ;  at  some 
future  time  an  inquiry  may  be  made  into  the 
oBtiire  of  the  variooa  dainu.  This  is  all  we 
ask. 

Mr.  Qeibwold  said  that  the  gentieman  from 
New  York  had  misapprehended  the  order  of 
proceeding  in  that  House.  He  supposes  the 
present  resolntion  so  vsgnely  wordeo  aa  to  ha 
improper  to  be  passed.  Bui,  if  taken  up,  that 
very  gentleman  may  oSeir  any  amendment  he 
pleases.  I  do,  however,  apprehend  that  it  is  so 
worded  aa  to  bring  the  subject  fitirly  before  the 
House.     It  is  woraed  even  with  oaution.    It* 
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enle  object  is  to  bring  tbe  prinoiple  of  iodeinni' 
ty  before  the  Honae,  onfettored,  uiHtite  decision 
nugbt  cot  be  embarraaeed  by  anj  details;  sapMA' 
ing  there  would  be  an  indiBposidon  in  the  Uo-.se 
to  pledge  the  nation  toon  unlimited  extent,  the 
words  nsed  are,  "  towarda  indemnifying."  Gen- 
tinman,  therefore,  who  are  diqMaed  to  do  any 
thing,  can  feel  no  objection  to  a  reeolation  «o 
qualified.  Other  parts  of  the  reoolatioa  are 
word«d  with  eqnal  oantion,  so  aa  to  extend  only 
to  cases  where  lossee  ore  renonnoed  by  treaty. 
Are  gendemcn  nnwillici^  to  iudemni^  for  snoh 
loasesf 

This  isapTindplepropv&rdeoinoninOom- 
mittm  of  the  Whole,  why  take  it  to  a  select 
ecmunitteet  It  involne  no  details;  it  reqnireB 
tlie  elnoidedon  of  so  ftota.  We  know  the  Ioh^ 
of  our  merohaats,  and  we  know  tbe  trea^  baa 
renonnoad  them.  The  House  ia,  ther«fores  pre- 
pared to  say  whethtt-  it  will  or  will  not  indem- 
nify. When  the  princople  ia  decided,  it  may  be 
Mnt  to  a  seleot  omomittee  to  settle  the  details. 
I  hope  that  it  will  be  taken  vf,  and  ao  early 
day  fixed  for  oooilderation. 

Tbe  gentleman  says  tite  ocxnmlttae  are  pro- 
greamng.  It  may  be  ko.  Thoogh  I  obeerre  the 
gentleman  fhun  Booth  Oarolina  says  the  oom- 
ndttea  has  not  yet  met.  Bow  progressing  t 
Vitbont  meeting  t  I  do  not  nnderatand  this 
new  mode,  tbon^  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  not 
a  Tory  correct  mode.  The  gentleman  farther 
says  the  oommitlee  bftve  not  progrossed  beeaose 
they  wished  to  have  first  all  the  petitions  be- 
ftire  them  j-bnt  the  prindf^  to  be  settled  is  m 
mnoh  invdved  in  me  petition  le  in  all. 

Ifr.  Oaaoe  ttii  he  abould  not  hare  risen  bnt 
fcor  the  retDarica  <rf  the  oentlemBn  frmn  Sooth 
Oartdina,  and  after  him  those  of  the  gentleman 
from  Oonnectiont,  who  had  stated  that  Uie  oom- 
nittee  bad  not  met.  Being  a  member  of  the 
eommittee  be  wonld  inform  those  gentlemen 
that  the  committee  had  met;  that  they  had 
pemaed  a  number  of  the  p^>era,  and  had  de- 
tennined  that  it  was  impr(^>er  to  proceed  nntil 
they  had  received  doaomenta  that  would  show 
the  extent  of  tbe  olfdms. 

As  the  bonnesB  now  stands,  we  find  it  refer- 
red to  a  seleot  committee,  iiMniot«d  to  examine 
tiie  papere,  and  rra>Mt  their  <^dnion  therenpon. 
This  report  will  form  the  grounds  o{  deddon 
fcr  the  HonsBk  Now  the  gentleman  would 
wrest  the  bninneas  from  the  committee,  and 
urge  the  Honse  into  a  decision  withoot  any  c^ 
the  neoeonary  information.  The  attempt 
anpreoedeated.  Ur.  G.  said  he 
riinilar  instance  where  the  sdeot ' 
not  been  lavvioasly  discharged. 

Hr.  LowHon  rose  to  n^n.  He  aaid  that 
when  he  informed  the  House  that  tbe  commit- 
tee had  nerar  been  called  tog^Jter,  he  had  beea 
indnoed  to  say  so,  from  never  having  been  him- 
self notified,  thongh  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BatJlSD  thoaght  the  motion  onght  to 

prev^  for  tbe  reason  asrigued  by  the  honorable 

Rentleman  tKoa  Oonnectiont.    He  has  prt^erly 

^^  that  we  are  not  now  oidled  on  to  de- 


impt  was 
V  knew  a 


oide  the  abstract  queetion,  bnt  only  to  ssy  vbst 
oomw  of  proceeding  shalt  be  pat*ae£  Tbe 
pdnt  ought  now  te  he  decided  whether  the 
bD»neaB  shall  be  sent  to  a  select  committee,  or 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  geellena 
from  Pennsylvania  saye  it  is  altogether  unpre- 
cedented to  take  a  subject  ont  of  the  binda  oft 
select  committee.  But  tbis  will  not  be  the  effect 
of  tbe  reeolntion;  whidi  will  only  facilitate  tbs 
boainess  before  the  committee,  sod  shed  iddi- 
tional  light  <hi  the  path  they  oogbt  to  panne. 
We  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  tiie  t^MistitHis 
of  the  committee,  but  to  decude  a  qoestioD  tb&t 
will  greatly  facilitate  tb^  proceedings,  mi 
which  question  ought  to  l>e  settied  in  s  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole.  It  is  peculiarly  aoditiik- 
ingly  propel  to  postpone  the  qaesdon  of  ra> 
pealing  tbe  internal  taxes  nntil  a  declBoii  dull 
have  been  made  oo  these  claims.  Not  that  ne 
are  anxious  to  decioe  v^ea  tbem  immedistclr, 
bnt  because  we  are  soliutoos  not  to  i»^adg«  m 
oUima  to  Indemnity  by  repealing  the  very  laiM 
on  which  tbe  indemnity  mnst  depend.  Do  gen- 
tlemen mean  to  decide  at  ouce  thus  preeipitat»- 
ly  against  all  indemnitv  whatever)  If  the' are 
not  m  &Tor  of  so  decitung,  sorely  they  will  niA 
be  forinimediat«ly  deciding  on  the  intenultsiM. 
Let  the  gentleman  from  Kew  Tork  cltwi^ 


million  or  ten  millioo 
either  sum,  can  we  with  proprie^  ^ipciiM 
with  the  internal  taxes  t  It  araesn  frwn  tlis 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Traasory  that  tbs 
whole  of  the  revenue  for  the  year  1303  and  ISH 
will  be  wanted.  IS,  then,  these  claims  shall  be 
allowed,  and  ahsU  produce  an  tncreiM  <i  tbs 
public  debt  the  fund  derived  from  the  iiit«nul 
revenue  will  be  required. 

It  is  cruel  to  decide  at  onoeagunst  the  dsiim 
of  out  merchants.  If  it  is  predetermined  not 
,to  give  tbem  relief^  at  least  allow  th«ni  tbe  too- 
Bolstion  of  s  hearing.  Whoever  votes  for  now 
taking  op  the  qnestion  of  the  r^Mil  (^  the  in- 
ternal taxes,  votes,  not  ooJy  agauist  indemni^- 
ing,  bnt  also  against  heating  the  mercbanK; 
because  he  votes  away  all  means  «f  indemDifl- 
oation.  It  ia  hard,  peculiady  hard,  titMi  *t  the 
moment  when  you  are  abont  to  throw  tht 
whcde  hardens  of  tiie  Government  upon  the 
lerobants,  you  ahoold  den^  them  a  heuing,  an 
upartial  hearing,  of  their  clums.  Sn^'^'* 
there  should  be  a  oombination  of  these  mOi 
the  Government  act  towards  them  wilb 
Booh  Vagrant  iqjnstice,  to  reflise  all  import*tioi)& 
I  ask,  if  yon  do  not  by  such  treatment,  put  lbs 
Qovemment  entirely  into  their  hands! 

If  gentlemen  will  agree  to  pgetpcme  the  ques- 
tion of  internal  tax«e,  we  will  agree  topoa^oe* 
this  question,  if  they  are  not  prepared  to  decida 
upon  it  The  sulyect  of  the  internal  tsiet  i> 
the  least  preeung  of  aH  the  sQ^eob  before  tlw 
House.  The  bill,  indeed,  onght  not  to  pastmtil 
we  know  the  approiniiatious  that  are  neoesiuy 
to  be-made  for  the  present  year.  Have  geetw- 
men  shown,  can  they  show,  that  with  pr^mtj 
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these  tue8  can  be  diapensed  -with  from  any  re- 
trendunents  that  cui  be  made  in  oar  eip«ndi- 
toresT  I  do  not  know  any  official  docnment  on 
this  point,  except  that  of  the  Sooretary  of  War, 
who,  in  hia  Tery  corroot  report,  aays  there 
Kill  be  a  saying  in  his  departmeat  of  a  little 
more  or  leas  than  $600,000;  which  report  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  nnderatand.  The  Conunittee  of 
Wbjb  and  Heass  say  there  will  be  a  retrench- 
ment in  the  War  Department  of  a  earn  not  ex- 
ceeding (400,000 ;  which  mode  of  exprestdon  I 
do  not  precisely  comjirehend.  Sorely  we  onght 
to  know  with  precision  the  mms  that  wilt  be 
reqnired  for  the  objects  of  the  Govemment  be- 
fore we  abandon  onr  resources. 

tit.  BcBTiB  thonght  the  ol^ect  of  indemnity 
tu  onr  merchants  rery  importAut  both  in  its  na- 
tnre  and  its  conseqnences.  And,  first,  as  to  its 
amonnt,  it  was  known  to  be  great.  The  conse- 
qnence  of  these  applications  will  be  a  hearing, 
and  procedure  thereon.    And  the  amoni 


having  committed  vast  spcdjation.  If  this  wen 
so,  how  happens  it  Chat  an  Amerioan  Mnbasay 
had  demanded  compensation ;  and  that,  on  the 
nlterior  negotiations  of  the  Government,  the 
Government  had  said  we  will  abandon  it,  that 
we  may  release  oarselves  from  guaranteeing  to 
France  her  colonial  possea^ona.  Had  this  not 
been  so,  France  might  have  called  npon  na  to 
gnarantee  her  West  India  possesrions,  and  to 
supply  her  wi&  men  and  money.  From  thia 
ntna^oD  we  have  been  kept  by  those  negotia- 
'tiona  which  terminated  in  an  abandonment  of 
thejost  Cihiins  of  yoDi' merchants  on  the  Fi^dt 
GovernKcot  or  ber  citizens.    And  this  oiMisti- 


itesyoD 

Iftliea 


the  Honse.  And  yet  we  talk  of  deciding  the 
abstract  qnestion,  when  the  very  &ct8  on  which 
we  are  to  decide  are  not  before  ns.  For  it  will 
be  perceived  by  the  pnbllc  prints  that  the  claims 
of  the  merchants  of  the  State  of  Uassaehosetts 
are  not  yet  bronght  forward.  The  necessary 
evidence  is  not  b^ore  the  Honse.  I  appeal ''  ~ 
the  gentlemen  to  know  how  we  are  to  act,  o 
derstandingly,  if  tie  subject  be  taken  np  no.  . 
'What  is  the  abstract  question  t  Will  gentlemen 
say  the^will  psj_  all  demands  before  they  know 
any  fhmg  of  their  natnre  or  amomit  t 

The  claims  of  onr  merohants  are  vei?  seriong, 
and  merit  great  consideration.  Bat  the  revenne, 
which  gentlemen  are  so  onxiouB  to  retain,  to 
them  wul  be  bat  as  the  light  dnst  in  the  balance. 
I  presnmo  that  the  losses  of  the  merchants  of 
Uassachnsetts  alone  are  not  less  than  five  to 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  But  to  act  nnderstand- 
Sngly  npon  them  we  mnat  have  evidence  as  well 
of  uieir  amomit  as  their  nature,  both  of  which 
wo  at  present  want. 

Hr.  RuTLEDOE. — I  am  sorry  lie  resolation  of 
my  honorable  friend  from  Connecticnt  is  not 
acceptable  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
It  is  not  the  least  indelicate  to  that  committee. 
On  the  contrary,  were  I  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, I  should  feel  infinitely  gratified  by  It 
I  wonld  ask  solicitonaly,  whether  ft  were  pos- 
sible that  Congresa  woidd  agree  to  thia  princi- 
ple before  the  detiuls  were  gone  into.  We 
are  now  for  giving  that  information  to  the 
committee. 

The  honorable  gentleman  aays  this  resolntion 
conveys  no  lighL  Bnt  I  will  say,  that,  if  adopt- 
ed, it  will  confer  not  only  light,  bnt  comfort  to 
Dor  merchants.  It  will  foster  tbeir  hopes,  and 
animate  them  to  meet  the  difficaltiea  nnder 
which  they  are  staggering. 

The  gentleman  from  Musachnsetta  says  there 
{«  no  evidence  of  fact.  What  fact  f  Snrely  he 
will  not  say  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  French 
having  ooadamned  onr  ressela,  and  of  thdr 


'lets,  we  possess  sufficient  evi- 
dence not  only  to  Jnstify,  but  to  compel  onr  pay- 
ing the  merchants,  if  mider  the  inflnence  of 
common  honesty.  The  amonnt  is  perfectly  im- 
material. Whatever  it  is  we  most  pay  it.  It 
is  tne  that  of  the  milllmu  claimed,  Government 
may  not  in  law  or  equity  be  compelled  to  p^ 
more  than  a  small  part  Bnt  if  yon  estahMi  « 
.the  principle  that  there  shall  he  an  indemnity 
made,  yon  enable  yonr  committee  to  devise  the 
mode  of  collecting  evidences  of  and  aettliog  the 
validity  of  the  claims. 

3nt  the  gHitleman  from  Massachnsetts  sayB 
these  taxea,  right  or  wrong,  mnat  be  repealed. 
For,  he  sava,  the  pnblio  expectation  has  already 
decided  tne  qnestion ;   and  that,  indeed,  the 

fnblie  officers  oonld  not  now  collect  them,  fint 
hope,  for  the  honor  of  the  Government,  and 
of  the  American  people,  thia  <q)inion  is  not 
correct 

Ur.  itncHOL  begged  to  be  indulged  in  mak- 
ing a  few  obaervationa  on  what  had  fallen  f^m 
the  gentleman  from  Bonth  Carohna.  I  do  not 
know  that  th«ee  observations  will  satis^  his 
mind,  but  they  will  at  least  serve  to  jneti^  my 
own  characlfr  as  a  Renresentative  of  a  portion 
of  tLe  Union  respectable  for  its  mercantue  opa- 
lence.  1  believe  the  snbject  of  indemnities,  in 
the  contemplation  of  gentlemen,  has  swelled 
much  beyond  its  real  magnitade.  /  beOtte  tAat 
a  large porticn  o/hme»  were  to  cctered  hy  tn- 
tarattee  that  Gmemment  tnill  not  be  obliged  t» 
pay /or  them.  1  feel  as  rincerely  for  the  mer- 
chants as  any  gentleman ;  yet  1  do  not  wish  to 
swell  the  subject  t«  an  improper  magnitude. 
"  mpose,  as  the  gentlemen  wiah,  we  say  we  will 
aemniiy,  does  that  pay  the  claims) 
Besides,  it  is  not  so  evident,  aa  some  gratis 
en  assert,  that  onr  merohanta  have  bMn  de- 
prived of  valuable  rights  by  tie  mode  in  which 
the  French  Convention  haa  been  ratified.    LM    ' 

recollect  the  mass  of  depredations 
committed  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  engage- 
ments, under  treaty,  of  the  British  Government 
to  make  reparation  for  them.  Yet,  notwith- 
nding  this  engagement,  reparation  has  been 
this  day  evaded,  nnder  the  pretext  that  th« 
claims  onder  one  article  depend  on  the  eon- 
atruction  given  to  a  preceding  article.  Now, 
snppose  in  the  French  Trea^  there  wer  " 
some  provisiona  as  In  Aa  British  Treaty,  i 


r,  would 
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this  bave  produced  paTnieiitt  No,  Th«  oper- 
bModb  under  tlie  treatj  aaabt  have  gone  on  ss 
long  as  under  the  British  Treat/,  with  the  like 
effeot,  and  withoat  any  gabstoncial  proTinon 
being  made.  I  state  these  niroiimstuioce  barely 
to  uow  Ibat  tbe  renonciation  in  the  French 
Treaty  is  not  bo  grievcnu  as  some  gentlemen 
'  Imagine. 

It  is  manifest  that  an  inattention  to  aimilsT 
elaims  has  been  considered  as  lees  a  departure 
from  right  among  nations  than  among  individn- 
tUs.  And,  Judging  of  the  ftatnre  by  the  past, 
my  opinion  is  that  a  retention  of  the  article 
stricken  ont  of  the  French  Ooavention,  would 
not  have  benefited  the  dums  of  ov  merchants^ 
or  afforded  them  any  adeqnata  eventual  oom- 

Snsatton.  In  Fraooe,  as  on  the  other  side  of 
6  Ohannel,  there  wonld  have  been  claim 
raised  against  clium,  pretext  against  pretext, 
and  the  boards  for  a^jnsting  the  several  claims 
might  have  been,  in  this  oaae,  as  in  the  other, 
diMolved. 

It  is  said  by  the  geatlsman  from  Delaware, 
that  It  is  the  ot^eot  of  gentlemen  on  his  «de  of 
the  House  to  prevent  a  repeal  of  the  internal 
taxes.  ThoDgh  I  admire  the  gentleman's  can- 
dor, I  believe  it  is  needful  to  repeal  these  laws. 
I  believe,  too,  the  people  wish  them  repealed. 
Bnt  I  further  believe,  that  if  future  events  shall 
show  the  neoea^ty  of  restoring  these  taxes,  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  will  restore  them ;  and 
if  the  indemmties  agreed  to  be  made  Bball  re- 
quire them,  1  believe  they  will  be  restored. 
The  work  of  examining  these  claims  will  be  tbe 
work  of  years.  What  is  the  oonseqneDoe  t 
Will  the  present  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes  in- 
terfere with  tbe  doing  substantial  Justice  to  onr 
merohantfl  t  Suppose  these  taxes  are  removed, 
are  not  the  prodnota  t^  tbe  oonntiy  inoreanng^ 
and  are  not  our  resonroea  inoreadog  with  our 
popnlationt  The  troth  ia,  whenever  your  Trea- 
fury  wants  a  treab  snpply  of  reaonroea,  the  peo- 

Sle  will  snbmit  to  what  their  Representatives 
edre.  Are  we  t«  lepslate  for  anooeeding  ages  i 
No.  We  are  to  snffer  oar  suooesaors  to  aot  for 
themselves ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  tither  of  their 
ability  or  their  inclination  to  do  jnstioe. 

Mr.  Dabii. — If  I  undeistood  the  honorable 
member  ftom  New  York,  he  admitted  the  pro- 
priety of  making  some  indemnity ;  and  if  so,  I 
oonld  not  understand  why  he  dwelt  so  elabo- 
rately upon  the  minntis  of  detiul,  to  show  why 
we  ought  not  to  indemnify.  Nor  can  I  yet  un- 
derstand him,  nnlees  his  object  be  to  let  the 
subject  sleep,  and  to  say  that  the  longer  it  Is 
delayed,  the  less  chance  of  reparation. 

Tbe  gentleman  sayt,  property  iiuured  cannot 
be  recovered.  Bnt  is  that  gentleman,  ooming 
as  he  does  from  the  first  oommercial  city  in  the 
Union,  yet  to  learn  that,  in  the  case  of  loss,  the 
tnttrer  stands  precisely  in  the  place  of  the  in- 
mred  f  Is  he  so  ignorant  of  this  fact  as  not  to 
know  that  the  nnderwriter,  in  such  ciroum- 
staneea,  becomes  entitled  to  the  same  indemni^ 
irlth  him  who  is  nnderwritlen? 
With  regard  to  the  analogy  •tt«mpt«d  be- 1 
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tween  the  British  Treaty  and  the  French  Con- 
vention, it  is  totally  incorrect.  For,  in  ths 
British  Treaty,  we  had  insistod  upon  tbe  tlwmi 
of  onr  merchants  to  reparation  by  Britsiu,  or 
hersuljects;  whereas,  in  the  French  Conveo. 
tion,  we  bad  renounced  all  claim. '  ITor  nm 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  more  for- 
tunate respecting  the  operations  under  1i» 
British  Treaty  ;  Ibr  he  mnst  know  thU  oar 
merchants  have,  in  many  cases,  received  ootn- 
pensation  under  it. 

One  concession  has  been  made  which  I  did 
not  expect  would  be  avowed  so  early,  dther  bf 
the  gentleman  from  Uassacfansetta  or  the  gEUtl»- 
man  from  New  York ;  a  oonfesstou  that  is  fondl- 
ed on  the  principle  that  the  House,  before  *i- 
amining  the  imtMrtont  dettula  which  oo^t  to 
regulate  th«r  oecision,  are  so  placed  b;  tba 
h^  of  the  Executive  ministry,  thit  ceriul 
taxes,  recommended  to  be  abrogated,  most  bt 
repealed.  You  mnst  repeal  them.  The  pnblk 
dainor  is  exdted,  and  you  most  obey  it  1  did 
not  suppose  it  would  bo  soon  have  been  tvoTed 
that  we  are  under  the  absolute  rule  of  Execs- 
tive  influence,  and  that,  to  obey  it,  we  are  eoia- 
pelled  to  pegnre  onr  understaudings. 

Mr.  BxTASD. — Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from 
MaHsaahnsetls  has  thanked  me  for  tbe  candor 
of  my  avowal  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  repeal 
of  these  taxes.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  be  Chink- 
ed for  more  than  I  really  said.  It  is  tme,  thit 
I  do  not  think  this  the  proper  time  to  repeal  iD 
of  those  taxes,  because  I  do  not  know  that  Gat- 
emment  may  not  want  them. 

The  gentleman  &om  Massachnsetts  h« 
broached  a  new  spewea  of  ethics.  Bs  ap,  If 
the  amonnt  of  clamu  shall  be  small,  we  m*; 
pay,  bnt  if  lai^  we  cannot.  Bat  1  n'iS  tol 
that  gentleman  I  haveoever  aoknowledgcdsadi 
a  principle  of  morality.  I  believe  if  the  mu- 
chants  nave  a  jnst  demand  for  one  dtdlir,  n 
mast  pay  it ;  and  if  they  have  a  Jmt  demud 
for  one  hundred  miiiioos,  we  most  pay  thit  to» 
Nor  can  I  too  fonubly  express  myastonishmmt 
"'.  an  opposite  prindple  avowed  by  this  Housa 
The  gentleman  says  yon  want  erideace,  ud 
therefore  onght  not  to  act.  Bat  can  joa  ex- 
amine eaoh  distinct  oase  I  Iftbesul^KOHto 
a  select  committee,  and  they  ahaU  bs  tSoved 
years  to  decide,  still  they  will  have  to  establidi 
some  prindple ;  for  inataace,  that  a  eeitain  de- 
scription of  rends  was  c*ptnred  ni^nstly  b;  tb* 
Trench;  that  tbe  iiynred  merchants  bad  a  nunl 
dum  on  the  French  Qov«nimait  fbr  repvatjoo; 
that  the  United  States  had  bartered  away  tb^ 
rigbt&  and  that  Gofemment,  In  conseqaeDMi>^ 
bonnd  to  Indemnify.  If  the  Home  deode  thit 
the  Government  ts  bonnd  to  relieve  in  one  c**, 
are  they  not  bound  to  afford  rdief  in  aU  liniiUr 
caseat  Will  yon  not,  thou  be  obliged  to  suu 
a  general  provision  that  ^  claims,  so  tiitao- 
stanoed,  shall  be  allowed  t  Henisagrtitme' 
of  claims:  some  made  now,  and  some  not  bkdj 
to  be  made  for  jev*.  What  more|  l'*''ij^ 
yon  do.  than  dedde  the  principle  whidi  sbill  b« 
applied  to  them  t 
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Mj  opinion  aa  to  iodeouiitj  is,  that  whoerer 
bad  a  valid  olaim  aguaat  the  Frenoli  Govern- 
ment, which  the  United  States  extinguished, 
has  a  demand  agtunst  the  United  States,  which 
she  mnst  Batisfy.  Pat  the  case  to  ita  oonse- 
qnence:  Will  gentlemen  tell  me  whether,  ao- 
ootding  to  any  principle  of  morality,  where  yon 
bave  taken  from  yonr  citizena  all  chance  of  re- 
covery, yon  arenotboand  to  indemnifrfor  that 
c^  which  yoQ  have  deprived  them  }  Where  the 
French  Government  was  not  bound  to  pay  be- 
fore the  convention,  yon  are  not  now  bomid  to 
pay.  Bo,  in  the  case  of  war,  you  are  not  bonnd. 
Bnt  where  the  claim  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  perfect,  and^on  destroyed  that  clium, 
yonr  obligation  to  pay  cannot  be  evaded  I 
wish  to  know  if  tlie  establishment  of  (his  prin- 
ciple requires  fkctst  ' 

With  respect  to  the  turonmstanoee  of  parti- 
enlar  cases,  this  Honse  cannot  act.  On  those 
nnmeronB  srsdea  of  credibility  that  will  be  at- 
tached to  uie  varions  cMms  that  shall  be  made, 
yon  cannot  decude.  To  effect  this  yon  mnst  e»- 
tahiiah  some  competent  tribonaL  Ton  can  es- 
tablish the  principle  ;  bat  the  det^ls  coold  not 
be  settled  by  Congress,  even  if  their  attention 
were  exolnsively  directed  to  that  subject,  in  three 
yeai^  Having  decided  the  principle,  it  will  be 
proper  to  leave  the  ^plication  of  it  to  your 
oonrts  of  law, 

Mr.  Baooh  hoped  that  a  fpnat  deal  c^  time 
wcnild  not  be  spent  in  arplonnfl  the  secret  mo- 
tives of  individnal  members.  Ha  supposed  they 
should  all  stand  or  fall  on  their  own  consciences. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  Qiey  shoold  have  the  qneti- 

Ur.  B,  SmTE. — 1  am  agunst  the  propositioa 
of  the  gentleman  irom  Oonneotlcnt,  beoaose  to 
act  now  Dpon  it  will  be  in  direct  apportion  to 
the  nniform  order  of  the  Honee.  If  our  atten- 
tion is  thus  to  be  withdrawn  from  every  impor- 
tant object  before  na,  I  do  not  know  how  we  are 
possibly  to  progress  with  tbe  public  boaness.  I 
know  of  no  case,  where  a  particular  subject  has 
iaea  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  it  has 
afterward  been  taken  np  in  the  Hoose,  while  it 
remained  with  the  committee.  I  sboold  have 
imderstood  the  motion,  if  it  had  been  to  dis- 
chaj^  the  select  oommittee^  and  to  refbr  the 
snln^  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Aa  gentlemen,  however,  hqve  taken  so  wide 
a  range  in  the  field  tyi  debate,  I  hope  their  conrse 
win  prodnoe  a  savins  of  time,  and  that  we  shall 
not  have  their  qteeohes  over  again  on  repealing 
the  internal  taxes. 

It  is  not  my  pnrpose,  at  this  time,  to  entw 
Into  a  diwQidon  of  the  al^But  (tf  onr  merohsnte, 
because  I  think  tliis  is  not  the  proper  ocoanon. 
Bat  I  will  tell  gentlemen,  that  if  Ih^  were  dis- 
posed to  destroy  those  ol^ms,  they  oonld  not 
have  punned  a  plan  more  ef&otnally  calonlated 
to  do  it.  Had  such  been  my  intention,  I  would 
have  offered  a  reeolntirai  so  broad  and  vagne  as 
to  alarm  the  whole  oommanity>aato  theamoont 
(a  indemnity.  I  would  have  endeavored  to 
throw  the  censure  attached  to  thor  loeaea  on 


the  present  Administration.  I  wonid  have  op> 
posed  tbeir  claims  to  the  wish  of  the  nation  to 
repeal  the  internal  taxes.  All  these  steps  I 
would  have  taken  to  frustrate  any  Indemnity; 
and  they  are  jnst  the  steps  taken  by  gentlemen 
who  profbes  so  strong  a  regard  for  the  merclianta. 
Let  me  tell  those  gentlemen  until  they  shall  pur- 
sue a  fkr  different  jdan,  we  most  donbt  whether 
they  are  in  earnest  to  pay  the  merchanta  for 
thpir  losses. 

K  the  public  bumness  is  to  be  tins  perpetually 
procraetJnated,  I  hope  tiie  gentlemen  witn  whom 
I  act  will  be  firm  enongh,  after  rtjeotjng  this 
motion,  to  porsoe  the  other  business  even  to  a 
late  hour. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr. 
Gbiswold's  motion,  to  postpone  taking  up  the 
bill  on  internal  taxes  till  to-morrow,  in  onder  to 
take  up  his  resolntjon  (m  French  spoliations  ; 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  88,  najt  H, 


TriBDAT,  March  16. 
StaU  Balaneet. 

The  bill  for  extinguishinR  State  balances  was 
read  a  third  time,  when  Mr,  Davis  moved  its 
postponement  to  the  first  Uonday  in  November. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs,  Da  via, 
BADOif,  EuiKB,  and  OonnABn,  who  declared 
themselves  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill; 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Batabd,  T.  Mohbis, 
Kahsolph,  and  NionoLAS,  who  declared  them- 
selves in  fcvorof  the  bilL 

Mr.  GBiBwoLndeliveredhlBsentimentsBg^nst 
tlie  postponement,  declaring,  however,  his  de- 
tenmnation  to  vote  agtunst  tiie  passage  of  the 
bill. 

The  question  of  pratponement  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — yeas  48,  nays  43. 

Wrdnxsdat,  March  S4. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  Waltkb  Bown, 
from  the  State  of  Maryland^  returned  to  serve 
in  this  House  as  a  member  for  the  s^d  State,  in 
the  room  of  Itichard  Sprigg,  who  has  resigned 
his  seat,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  waa 
quahfied,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

MoNSAT,  March  39. 

An  engrcased  bill,  making  a  partial  appropri- 
ation for  the  support  of  Government,  during  the 
year  160S,  was  read  the  third  time  an4  passed. 

Frevions  to  its  passage,  oonversation  took 
place  respecting  an  (dleged  looseness  of  appropri- 
ation. This  objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Grib- 
wou>,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Daba,  who  were 
of  opinion  that  the  sum  in  the  bill  should  be 
more  specifically  appropriated. 

The  objection  was  repelled  by  Mesnu  Mc^ 
LEDOK,  GiLKs,  Elmkkikibph,  RAHBoimi,  and 
Alstdh,  who  contended  that  the  olijeotion  did 
not  apply,  tdid  that  no  inconvenience  could  arise 
fh>im  a  partial  mpropriation  made  in  the  UD 
nod  ooDtem[Jated  for  a  definitive  olfjeot. 
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A  motion  made  to  reoommit  tlie  biU  waa  lost ; 
when  the  Inll  paned— jetu  45. 

TUB8DA.T,  Uoroh  80. 
I\m«ral  Bnpeimi  cf  Ifmiben. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seoonded  that  the 
House  do  oome  to  tha  following  reaolntlon : 

Raaltitd,  That,  id  cue  of  tha  death  oT  ■  member 
t£  the  HrmM  of  Repreuutadvei  at  the  nat  of  Got- 
enment,  wliile  CoiignM  ii  in  tMiion,  the  enieiuN 
acerning,  in  conformi^  to  an  order  of  the  Home, 
made  to  testify  their  niapeot  fbr  tlie  deoeued  iDem- 
ber,  (hall  b«  p^  ont  of  file  contingeDt  Ibndi  of  the 
Hotue,  and  oat  out  of  hit  vagM  Ibr  tnidlii^;  home, 
H  Ii  DOW  allowed  by  law  : 

Ordwtd^  That  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
Ur.  Dat»,  Ur.  Lkwib  B.  Mossib^  and  Mr.  Ni- 
OHOLBOH,  to  ooDffider  and  report  uiereon  to  the 
Hoose. 

WxDSEBDAT,  Uarch  81, 

Fufieral  BirptnM*  <ifM«nAer*. 

Hr.  Dati&  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

Cterda;  referred  a  motion  respecting  "  mem- 
B  of  tiiis  Home  djiog  at  the  seat  of  Govem- 
icent  during  a  seasion  of  Oongreas,"  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  consider' 
ea :  Wiorenpon, 

Raehei,  That  the  expenses  aceraing  by 
order  of  the  Hoose,  in  attending  the  fimeral  erf 
Nakswobtht  Hdntkb,  a  member  IWim  the  IDs- 
sisnppi  Territorj,  be  paid  ont  of  the  contingent 
taaia  of  the  Hooae. 

Setohed,  That  the  legal  Tepreeentatives  of  a 
member  of  this  House,  who  shall  die  at  the  seat 
of  Government  during  the  session,  shall  he  en- 
titled to  receive  the  same  allowance  for  hia 
itinerant  expenses,  as  the  member  would  have 
been  entitled  to,  had  he  retnmed  to  his  plaoe 
of  abode. 

Okie  3taU  QotemtMat, 
The  Honse  went  ag^  into  Oommittae  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select  ootnmittee  re- 
specting the  admission  of  the  Norih-weatem 
Territory  as  a  BtAte  into  the  Unton. 
The  second  resolation  being  under  oonudera- 

me.  fVABiHe  referred  to  the  provisions  of 
the  ordinance  empowering  Oongreee  to  divide 
tiie  Territory,  from  which  he  inferred  tiiat  Con- 
gress h^  not  the  right  to  divide  the  Territory 
SBS  to  form  one  part  of  it  into  a  State,  while 
e  remaining  section  waa  not  m&de  &  Btate, 
withont  the  consent  of  tbu  Territory ;  he 
cetved  that  Congress  must,  in  snoh  event, 
this  section  also  into  a  State.  He,  therefore, 
wea  of  opinion  that  Congress  mnst  oonsnlt  the 
people  of  the  Territory  befbre  they  shall  d'  ' ' 
the  Territory. 

As  to  the  ezpedienoy  of  the  reeolution,  he 
thought  it  very  expedient  to  make  the  division 
therein  marked  out.  The  effect  of  it  would  be 
that  the  whole  of  Lale  Erie  would  be  thrown 


out  of  the  StAto  to  be  fbrmed,  and  the  incon- 
venience to  the  section  of  the  Territorj  not  in- 
oorpornted  in  the  new  State  wunid  be  very  n^ 
SS  it  should  be  attached  to  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, from  its  great  distance,  which  he  under- 


Mr.  Giles  said  that  the  committee  who  re- 
ported these  reaolntionB,  so  fsr  from  enteriiin- 
mg  a  di^odtion  to  change  the  ordintuux,  hid 
strictly  observed  the  conditiona  therein  pre- 
scribed. [Mr.  G.  here  qaoted  the  ordinance,] 
It  appeared  therefrom  that  Congress  vas  under 
an  obligation,  after  laying  off  one  State,  to  fonii 
the  remainder  into  a  SMe.  But  when)  Here- 
after, whenettr  they  bEbU  think  It  expedient 

Mr.  Batabd  agreed  that  tl  ere  wbi  no  obliea- 
__)n  imposed  upon  Congress  to  decide  d«Gm- 
tively  tLe  boundary  of  a  State.  If  the  nlti- 
mate  right  of  Oongrew,  after  the  fbnnitioD  of 
a  new  State,  to  alter  th«  boundary  be  dooblri, 
they  have  a  right  to  remove  all  donbit  by  to 
declaring  at  tms  time.  It  is  eertun  tbu  at 
present  great  inconvenience  wonld  sriw  froai 
drawing  the  botmdlarr  as  fixed  in  the  raohtion. 

The  population  of  the  Territoiy  doei  not 
amount  to  that  which  ta  saffldent  to  give  it  A- 
misBion  into  the  Union.  He  bad,  boweT^,  do 
disposition  to  oppose  ita  admiseton,  Dotritb- 
standing  this  dronmstanoe.  The  popnlttioB  in 
the  ^Bastam  Btat«  does  not  exoeea  forrj-flre 
thouBUid.  TTe  are  now  about  to  pare  off  fi« 
or  six  thooaand  inhabitant^  whicb  will  bring  it 
down  to  thirty-nine  thousand.  A  popalitkm 
of  forty-flve  thousand  ia  quite  snudl  eaough  ia 
an  independent  Btate.  It  is  a  smaOer  pqx^ 
tion  than  exists  in  any  of  the  prcceot  SUtes  in 
the  Union. .  From  this  oonrideratfoo,  it  nugtl 
have  been  expected  tiist  Congress  wonld  take 
no  step  whose  effbot  would  be  a  diminvtioD  d 


maoiteatly  nqjiut,  as  &r  as  it  relates  to  tlie  peo- 
ple north  of  the  dividing  line.  By  it  the;  u« 
about  to  be  severed  from  their  oonnection  with 
the  other  portion  of  the  Territcsy.  Ur.  B. 
wished  to  know  to  whom  they  are  to  be  il- 
tached !  If  attached  to  the  Indiana  TeniE«T. 
the  Inhabitants,  to  arrive  at  the  seat  of  Gorem- 
ment,  vrill  be  obliged  to  go  across  the  new 
State,  a  distance  of  two  or  three  husdied  miM. 
BewdJes,  after  having  advanced  them  to  tie 
second  grade  of  territmial  gOTemnwBt,  yon  ^ 
oonngn  tlian  ttaok  agaia  to  die  flnt^  aoddieri^ 
give  tiiem  a  svstem  of  govemmsot  ertwwj 
odiotu,  and  which  we  ought  to  Mi  rid  rf  u 
soon  aa  possible.  Thus,  aft«r  havm;  held  ant 
to  them  the  flattering  proqwot  of  beug  grat- 
ed to  the  high  rank  of  a  State,  yon  degn* 
them,  oontnfy  to  thdr  axpeotatiois,  to  m 
humblest  oondition  in  the  Union.  Hr.jH 
therefore,  thon^t  it  would  be  molt  jn<  ^ 
politio  to  inahi«  dds  popnlation  of  6**  m  f^ 
thonsand  in  the  bounds  of  the  new  State,  n^ 
jecttothe  reserved  ri^  rf  OongreBi  to  «« 
the  bonndaiy  heieaAer. 
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Hr.  GiLXB  B^d  he  was  not  tenadoiu  of  bis 
opioiotiB;  but  it  was  neceMsry  to  Justify  the 
contents  of  the  report  by  stating  mme  oonsid- 
wstiona  that  might  not  be  generally  known 
to  the  memben  of  the  Eonse. 

Hr.  O.  vad  he  nippoMd  the  teotion  of  the 
Territory,  not  embraced  in  the  new  State, 
wonld  be  attached  to. the  Indiana  Territory; 
nor  ironld  any  great  hardship  resnit  from  this 
'  diapontion ;  and  inch  as  did  result  would  arim 
-  ftom  thwr  local  eitaation,  and  not  from  any 
drcDmetancei  over  which  tQe  National  Legi»- 
latore  had  a  controlling  power.  He  believed 
that  people,  to  reach  tbe  seat  of  Government, 
had  as  for  to  go  now  as  they  will  then  have. 
His  ol^jectwas  to  reserve  in  ftttnre  to  Oongrem 
the  right  of  detenniclng  the  boundary  of  the 
States  in  the  Territory.  If  this  section  shonld 
once  be  admitted,  he  believed  it  wonld  be  very 
difScnlt,  however  proper,  to  detach  it  from  the 
State  to  which  it  had  become  attached. 

The  report  contemplates  the  fbnning  a  con- 
ititntion.  Should  the  people  on  the  north- 
wardly side  of  the  line  be  admitted  as  a  pert 
of  the  State,  tbey  will  participate  in  the  fbrata- 
tion  of  tbe  oonatltotion — a  oonstitation  which 
Nillnot  be  tdtimatehr  fw  themsetvee,  bnt  after  a 
hort  time  exdndvuy  for  others.  This  partici- 
pation wonld  be  ni^nst.  The  qneation  then  is, 
whether  yon  will  snffer  those  to  form  a  oonsti'- 
tntion  who  are  not  to  l>e  pernianentty  affected 
by'it;  and  whether,  if  yon  once  oonstitnte  a 
Bute,  yon  will  be  able  hereafter  to  alter  its 
boandsiieg?  For  if  this  eeotion  be  now  admit- 
ted, gentlemen,  by  looking  at  the  map,  will 
aee  that  the  bonndary  now  nzed  cannot  be  per- 


As  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  Ur.  O.  said  he  was  extremely 
^ad  ttiot  gentlranan  was  for  giving  to  tbe  Ttni- 
tory  the  right  of  a  State.  I^  however,  he  had 
attended  to  the  report,  he  wonld  have  fbnnd 
that  his  calculation  of  nmnbers  was  incorrect. 
The  popnlatitm  ot  five  thonsond  had  been  de- 
dnotod  D7  the  committee^  and  after  that  dednc- 
tkm  forty-five  Aonaand  remained.  Thongh  the 
nnmhers  in  the  Territory  proposed  to  be  formed 
into  a  Stato  amomited,  a  year  ago,  to  no  more 
than  forty  thonaand,  yet  it  might  be  stated  upon 
■trong  gromid,  that,  before  the  new  government 
can  get  into  operation,  there  wUl  be  a  snffident 
popnlation  to  demand  admisrion  as  a  natter  of 
right.  Bt  attaching  the  inhabitants  on  the 
Borth  of  ute  Une  to  the  Indiana  Territory,  they 
will  rem^  in  die  same  grade  of  government 
tlxv  now  are,  nod  not  be  degraded,  as  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware^  to  a  lower 
•tote,  'nds  dimodtlMi  ^>peared  to  Ur.  Q.  the 
bwt  that  oonld  be  madeh  Bnt  it  when  gentle- 
men came  to  tbe  deti^  4tf  Om  Ull,  it  abonld  be 
tbonc^t  best  to  introduce  into  the  new  State 
the  potmlaticu  north  (d  the  line,  ha  said  he 
mb^t  nave  no  ol^eotion. 

Mr.  FuBixa  stated  tike  great  inconveidenoes 
that  would  be  felt  by  the  inhabitants  north  of 
tbe  Hue,  if  attadied  to  the  Indiana  Turitras. 


considered  the  remarks  of  tlie  gentleman 
from  Vii^nia,  (1&.  Qn:.u,)  respecting  the  parti- 
cipation of  this  description  of  citizens  in  form- 
ing a  constitntion  for  others,  as  entitied  to  little 
weight,  Sncb  a  measure  was  by  no  means  nn< 
common.  It  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  Een- 
tncky,  and  other  States. 

Mr,  F.  conceived  that  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory liad  all  eqnal  rights  under  the  ordinance; 
they  had  been  virtnally  promised  that  they 
should  not  be  attached  to  any  other  Western 
Territory,  and  Congrces  had  only  reserved  to 
themselves  the  right  of  admitting  them  into  the 
Union  as  States.  More  they  conld  not  do, 
without  thdr  consent 

Ur.  Batasd  moved  to  strike  ont  of  the  reso- 
hiHott  the  words  that  fix  the  bonndaiy,  for  the 
pnrpOM  of  introd::cing  wvrds  that  should  pre- 
scribe that  the  new  State  be  circumscribed  by 
the  original  boundaries  of  the  Eastern  State, 
referring  to  Oongrees  the  right  of  making  one 
or  more  States  in  said  State  at  any  fature  time, 

Ur.  Gius  said  that  tbe  State,  as  formed  in 
the  report,  was  one  of  the  most  compact  and 
convenient  in  the  Union.  The  amendment 
wonld  materially  change  its  character.  Besides, 
it  wonld  in  fact  impair  the  right  of  Congress 
accommodate  the  bonndarics  to  fbture  cir- 
onmstencee.  It  was  well  known,  and  sensibly 
felt,  that  there  were  many  inconvenient  boun- 
daries to  severol  of  tbe  States  now  in  the 
Union;  yet  so  great  was  the  difficulty  attend- 
ing their  alteration,  that  tbey  conld  not  be 
changed. 

Ur.  Batasd  waa  not  so  eenrible  of  the  diffi- 
culty ot  altering  tlie  boundaries  as  the  gentle- 
man ft«m  Tirffnia,  who  had  stated  that  Con- 
gress would  not  have  power  to  alter  them  when 
once  died.  This  difScnlty  might  exist  as  to  the 
States  now  in  the  CThion,  becanse  Congress  had 
not  the  constitntional  power  to  alter  them  with- 
ont  the  consent  of  the  adjacent  States.  But  if 
this  power  be  referred  to  Oongress,  which  will 
be  a  disintereat«d  tribunal,  there  will  be  no  dif- 
flcnlty  In  varying  the  bonndaries  as  circnm- 
stances  shall  dictate, 

Ur,  B,  asked,  i^  while  gentlemen  are  attend- 
ing to  the  Interests  and  wishee  of  one  part  of 
the  people,  tbey  are  disposed  to  disregard  the 
interests  and  wishes  of  another  part  ?  If  tbey 
were  not,  tiiey  ought  to  admit  the  section,  pro- 
posed by  the  resolution  to  be  cut  o^  to  a  partt- 
dpation  in  State  rights. 

Mr.  B^ooir  objected  to  the  amendment.  He 
s^d  that  OongreM  were  vested  by  tbe  coDstitn- 
tion  with  oertain  powers  which  tney  cannot  in- 
crease, or  dimlniob,  or  delegate.  By  the  con- 
■tttotion  likewise,  the  several  States  are  vested 
with  certain  powers  which  they  cannot  increase, 
^minish,  or  divest  themselves  of.  By  the  third 
section  ot  tbe  fourth  article  of  the  constitntion, 
"new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Oongress 
into  the  Union."  This  act  proposes  to  make 
this  Territory  a  State  with  Stete  powers  nnder 
the  oonstitntlon.  How,  then,  can  tbeee  people^ 
once  a  Stati^  direst  themselves  of  theae  powen. 
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This  la  a  questioD  that  does  not  interest  umplr 
the  State  proposed  to  bo  formed,  but  everj 
State  in  the  Union.  All  are  equall;  interested 
in  preserving  the  powers  vested  ia  Uiem  bj  the 
oonxtittition. 

Kr.  S,iiASD  said  he  did  not  see  &ay  oooasion 
for  striking  out  the  proviso.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Baoos)  goes  do  the 
principle  that  Ooogresa  has  only  a  right  to  ad- 
mit, without  anj  reservation.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  always  believed  the  greater  inoluded  the 
smaller.  If  yoa  are  veeted  with  the  greater 
power  of  admitting,  voQ  have  certanij  the 
minor  powers  included  in  the  greater  power. 
From  ue  nature  of  the  ordinance,  it  ooosd- 
tntes  the  Aindamental  principle  oa  whiob  the 
States  are  admitted — thev  are  not  admitted 
nnder  the  oonstitation.  The;  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted eiclosivety  under  the  provision  of  the 
ordinance.  Yon  may,  therefore,  say  that  yon 
will  not  now  exercise  the  whole  power  oom- 
mitted  to  yon,  bnt  reserve  the  right  of  exercis- 
ing it  hereafter. 

Mr.  SiDLia  did  not  oonaider  tlie  principle 
Imd  down  by  theffentleman  from  Delaware  at 
oonatitationaL  TPe  most  be  governed  by  the 
oonstitation.  If  the  Territory  be  admitted  as 
a  State  into  the  Union,  when  admitted  it  must 
be  bound  down  by  the  oonstitution,  which 
nys  the  boondaries  of  States  shall  not  be  alter- 
ed bot  with  the  express  permisuon  of  the 
Stat«. 

Mr.  GiLia  — The  gentleman  from  Coimeoliout 
(Mr.  Griswold,)  affects  lately  to  have  disoovered 
a  great  dealof  disguise  in  the  prooeedings  of  this 
House,  What  disguise )  What  were  the  com- 
mittee to  do  I  This  country  is  placed  in  a  certain 
peculiar  Mtnation-  We  have  waters  running  to 
the  Bast — then  to  the  West ;  and  the  committee 
thought  it  was  desirable  to  connect  these  by 
good  roads.  With  the  committee,  State  prin- 
ciplee  or  interests  had  no  inflnenoe — they  were 
governed  entirely  by  general  principles  and  iJie 
oommon  interest. 

The  gentleman  has  also  inidnnated  that  the 
SeoretaiT  of  the  Treasury  holds  lands  that  will 
be  beneSted  by  these  roads.  It  may  be  so.  Mr. 
G.  had  not  inqoired  ;  but  he  sapposed  he  did 
not  hold  all  the  lands.  Oongrees  may  lay  out 
tiieae  toads  as  thev  please.  He  could  foresee 
how  Congress  would  lay  them  out,  and  it  is  a 
million  to  one  that  they  will  not  touch  his  lands. 

The  United  States  are  about  making  a  new 
oontraot.  These  proportions  are  made  as  addi- 
tional securities  for  the  national  property.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  eetimated  the 
annual  prodnct  of  these  lands  at  four  hundred 
thonsand  dollara,  Mr.  G.  aali,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee,  he  had  applied  to  him  to  know 
Lis  opinion  of  the  manner  in  whiob  this  snm 
could  be  best  secured,  and  he  gave  his  opinion 
that  this  provision  would  be  most  likely  to  ef- 
Eeot  that  otfjeoL  This  is  all  the  mystMry  and 
diwuise  attending  the  resolution. 

Mi.  SioLu  sua  when  gentlemen  charge  par- 
tioolar  States  with  ii\Iustioe,  they  ought  to  be 


prepared  to  prove  what  they  advauce.  If  then 
had  been  any  co-operation  between  the  ddega 
tiona  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  on  this  oc- 
casion, he  had  never  beard  of  it.  The  fact  wt^ 
that  no  peouliar  good  eonld  result  to  P«imsjl- 
vauia  from  this  measure.  The  greatobiectwu 
to  keep  up  that  intercourse  which  wiU  aitad 
the  ^ple  of  the  Territory  to  yoa  When  tbe 
Temtory  shall  become  a  State,  she  will  hiTs  a 
right  to  tax  your  lands.  This  beneSt,  together 
with  the  salt-springs,  as  I  understand,  is  pnqio*- 
ed  as  a  Hubetltntioo  for  the  relinquishment  of 
those  rights, 

Mr,  F^cABora  said  he  conmdered  a  part  of  th* 
rights  of  the  Territory  ^ven  up  by  tbig  lenlii- 
tion  ;  and  though  the  Territory  would  be  highly 
benefited  by  the  projeotod  nnds,  and  thects- 
sion  of  the  salt^pringa,  yet  he  conoMved  li^ 
would  be  much  more  benefited  by  lajtng  oat 
the  roads  within  the  Territory. 

Mr.  GmswoLDsaid  he  was  giadtiie  houonbls 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  assured  the  Honw 
there  was  no  diwuise  in  this  business.  If  tlit 
object  be  to  m^e  an  advantueooa  contnci 
vrith  the  Territory  to  secure  onr  Weatem  Itada, 
let  us  offer  them  five  per  cent,  of  the  proceed! 
of  those  lands,  to  be  paid  into  their  tTeanrj.  V 
they  ehall  be  disposed  to  make  roads  thnragb 
Pennsylvania  ana  Virginia,  be  shodd  bin  m 

He  was  as  aensible  as  the  geDtlemvi  fMa 
Virginia,  that  whatever  improves  a  part  oF  tbe 
Union  improves  the  whole;  though  Clus  ns 
undoubtedly  the  oase,  he  was  not  of  opinioo 
that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  taken  frMn  the 
public  treasury,  and  specially  a^f^tA  to  local 
purposes.  Under  this  resolntioiL  acoordiag  to 
the  oalonlatkoi  of  tbe  Secretary  ol  the  Tninrj, 
forty  thousand  dollars  was  the  smalltsl  nu 
that  would  be  annually  applied  to  tbe  Itjiog 
out  of  tlioee  roods.  Mr.  G.  said  he  thoa^t  (be 
snm  too  large  to  be  witJidrawn  frcou  tbe  nt- 
tional  treasury,  and  directed  to  local  ol^Kta 

The  allnrion  of  the  gentlemen  to  li^t-boam 
rtused  on  the  Oonneoticnt  shore  does  not  i^i^. 
There  was  but  one  Ught-honse  in  OmiDMttait, 
ordered  to  be  built  by  this  House,  for  which  the 
sum  of  twonty-five  hnodred  diJliw 


sure  had  been  ^eoted  by  the  Senate, 
the  great  boon  given  to  Conneotioat! 

For  these  reasons  Mr.  G.  bitted  the  artkh 
frould  be  stricken  out,  and  that,  if  it  was  new 
sary  to  make  terms  with  the  new  Stat^  thef 
might  reoeive  five  per  cent,  on  tbe  reeeipts  cf 
the  land,  to  be  paid  into  their  own  treawTi 
disposable  by  themselves  as  they  saw  fit. 

Messrs.  R.  Willuhb,  Jaoesoit,  BndHDU.U^ 
said  a  few  words  iu  favor  of  retaining  tbe  ir- 
tide  ;  when  the  question  was  lakeuoo  >tiikia| 
it  out,  and  lost — ^yess  17. 

Mr.  FuxiMs,  wishing  that  half  the  proceMS 
of  the  Western  lands  ahonld  be  UdoBt  on  lUM 
within  the  Territory,  toade  a  motioit  to  6M 
effect ;  lost — yeas  SS. 

Tba  rapoTi  of  the  select  oommittee,  niSxM 
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WxmnBiuT,  April  7. 

An  eogroesnd  bill  for  the  relief  of  ThomoB  K. 
Jtmes  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speslier  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Becretaiy  of  State,  acoompanTiDg  hta 
report  on  thememurialof  Fnlwar  Skipwith,  re- 
ferred to  him  bjorderof  theHoiueon  thenioe- 
teeatb  of  Jannaiy  last ;  vhioh  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  John  0.  Bnith,  from  tbe  Oonmiittee  of 
Claimi^  to  whom  was  reooramltted,  on  the  fif- 
teenth ultimo,  their  report  on  the  memorial  of 
Pkol  OoDlcm,  a  French  citizen,  made  a  anpple- 
mentaiT  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  oe  referred  to  a  Oramnittee  ot  the 
whole  Honse  to-daj. 

On  motion  it  was  S«»ohtd,  That  a  oonunittee 
he  ^ipointed  to  examine  and  report  the  state  of 
tbe  offloe  of  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse. 

Orderti,  ThatKr.OiAT,  Ur.  BrocB,  and  Mr. 
8ouTUBi>,  be  appointed  a  committee  pnrsnant 
tothea^d  reeoiiition. 

Hr,  MjTOHnx,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred,  on  the  fifth  instant,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bj  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  Mt  for  revMng  and  amending  the 
Mts  concerning  natnrahzaticn,"  reported  that 
the  oommittee  nad  had  the  said  amendmenta 
under  oonrideratitm,  and  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  Honse  thnr  agreement  to  the  same. 

JITorU-tMatem  Territory. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  north-west 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitntion  and 
State  Qovernment,  and  for  the  admisdon  of 
BQch  State  into  the  Uoion,  on  an  eqnal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  pnrposee. 

Mr.  Fea^ino  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  embrace  the  population  of  the  eaatem  di?i- 
non  as  bonnded  b;  the  articles  of  the  ordinance, 
the  effect  of  which  motion  wonld  be  to  Inclade 
abont  thirty  thoniand  inhabitants  of  that  divi- 
non,  that  are  ezolnded  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  and  reelecting  whom  it  is  provided  in  the 
bill,  that  Uiey  may  hereafter  be  added  bj  Con- 
greaa  to- the  new  8tat«,  or  disposed  of  otber- 
wiae,  as  provided  by  the  fifth  ortide  of  the  com- 
pact. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate  (tf  oondder- 
ible  length,  In  which  Ueesrs.  Fusroa,  Batabd, 
Qkuwold,  Goddibi>,  Hbndhisob^  and  Bur- 
Dou^  supported ;  and  Messrs.  Gilbs,  Baooit, 
snd  B.  WiLLUJU,  opposed  tbe  amendment. 

Those  who  supported  the  amendment  con- 
tended that  the  exclusion  of  that  portion  of 
territory  occupied  by  about  three  thoosand 
inhabitants  was  both  unconstitutional  and  in- 
expedient. On  the  ground  of  constitntionalit}', 
they  oontended,  that  under  the  articles  of  the 
fiompoot,  which  were  to  be  oonaidared  as  the 


oonstitntion  of  the  territory,  Congress  had  nnl} 
the  ri^t  of  fbrming  the  eastern  dividon  into 
one,  two,  or  three  States  ;  and  that  nnder  thla 
power,  no  right  existed  to  form  one  part  of  the 
division  into  a  State,  and  leave  the  remaining 
section  in  a  Territorial  condition;  that  the 
rights  of  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eastern  diviuon  were  eqnal,  and  if  one  part  was, 
so  also  ranst  tbe  rem^nmg  part  be,  admitted  to 
the  privilege  of  a  State. 

On  the  gronod  of  expediency,  it  was  contend- 
ed that  the  mtoation  of  the  exolnded  inhabi- 
tants would  be  peculiarly  hard ;  that,  if  attached 
to  the  Indiana  Territory,  they  would  be  placed 
tvro  or  three  bondred  miles  from  it ;  that  they 
wonld  be  Airthermore  degraded  fWnn  the  second 
to  the  first  branch  of  Territorial  government, 
and  that  they  .wonld  be  deprived,  by  the  redno- 
tion  of  thdr  nombcn,  from  the  prospect  of 
being  admitted  fbr  a  great  number  of  years,  to 
State  rights. 

On  the  contrary,  the  tqiponents  of  the  amend- 
ment contended  that  the  provimons  of  the  bOl 
were  both  constitutional  and  ffiq>edient ;  that 
nnder  the  compact  the  right  was  given  to  Con- 
gr^  of  admitting  the  eastern  diviMon  mto  the 
Union,  in  the  form  of  one,  two,  or  three  States ; 
that  this  right  involved  a  dis^^on  to  admit 
a  part  of  th^  division  at  one  time,  and  the  re- 
maining part  at  a  aahaeqnent  period ;  that  if  the 
whole  division  were  once  Etdmitted  into  the 
Union,  Congress  would  be  prohibited  from  di- 
viding hereafter,  when  it  was  acknowledged 
such  division  would  be  expedient,  the  a^d  dl> 
Ti^on  into  two  or  more  States,  without  the 
consent  of  the  State  now  formed. 

That,  as  to  considerations  of  expediency,  the 
hardships  likely  to  be  felt  by  the  excluded  in- 
habitants were  snch  as  arose,  not  from  the  pro- 
vifflons  of  the  bill,  bat  from  their  local  si  tnation ; 
and  that  it  was  not  true  that  tbe;  would  be  de- 
graded by  annexation  to  the  Indiana  Territory; 
to  a  lower  grade  of  Territorial  character  than 
th^y  at  present  enjoyed— the  grade  being  the 

Mr.  Baitdolph  gnpported  the  amendment  on 
pecnliar  gronnd,  declaring  that  if  tbe  amend- 
ment should  not  prevail,  he  would  still  vote  for 
the  admission.  He  declared  himsdf  in  fbvor  of 
the  amendment,  principally  from  a  desve  to 
avoid  the  introduction  of  too  many  small  States 
into  the  Cnion, 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Ur.  Fxas- 
mo's  amendment,  and  lost — yeas  S4,  nays  S8. 

Mr.  FsABiNa  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as 
to  leave  to  the  new  State  the  ri^it  of  puniing 
itself.    Agreed  to. 

After  some  diecns^cm  of  the  detuls  of  tbe 
bill  the  comnuttee  rose  and  repeated  the  bill, 
with  amendments. 

OrdertA.  That  the  B^d  bill,  with  the  ameud- 
mnita,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbubsdat,  April  8. 

Mr.  JoBK  Talutkkbo,  Jon.,  from  the  eom- 

mittee   to  whom  was  referred,  cm  tbe  fifth 
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instant,  the  petition  of  Biuidt7  dtizena  of 
Geoi^elovn,  in  the  Distriot  of  Columbia,  with 
instrootion  to  report  thereon  by  biU  or  utJier' 
wise,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bi- 
rectors  of  the  Oolumbian  Libraiy  Company  ; 
whioh  was  read  twioe,  and  oommltted  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  House  on  Uonday  next 

Ur.  Derkib,  from  ttie  oomtnittee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  fifth  of  Febmary  laat,  a 
motioD,  is  the  form  of  two  reaolntionB  of  tne 
Hotue,  "  respecting  the  wtjastment  of  the  ez- 
isting  dispntea  between  the  Oonunissionere  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  other  persom  who 
may  oonceive  themselvee  iqjnred  by  the  several 
alterations  made  in  the  plwi  of  the  said  dty ; 
also,  relative  to  a  plan  of  the  said  City  of  Wash- 
ington, confonnably,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  to 
the  original  deeign  thereof,  with,  oertnin  ezoep- 
tions,"  m«de  a  report  thereon ;  whioh  wae 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next 

Hr.  John  Talutsrro,  Jud.,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  presented  a  bill  to  inoorpo- 
rate  the  iahabltants  of  the  city  of  Wasliiugton, 
in  the  Distriot  of  Columbia;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hooae  on  Uonday  next; 

The  Bpbakeb  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
statement  prepared  by  the  Register,  of  the  ep- 
^cation  of  the  appropriations  m^e  by  Con- 
gress fbr  derk'hire,  in  the  several  offices  of  the 
Treasury  Department^  specifying  the  names  of 
the  persons,  and  the  salaries  Etllowed  to  each, 
for  ue  three  last  years,  in  porsoance  of  a  reso- 
Intion  of  this  Honse,  of  the  twenty-fifth  nltimo ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbazbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Goixetaij  of  the  Treasnry,  accom- 
panying two  statements,  marked  A  and  B,  rela- 
tive to  expenses  incnrred  by  the  United  States 
In  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the  territory 
of  Oolnmbia,  since  the  assumption  of  jnrts- 
diotion  by  Congress,  prepared  in  pnTsnance  of 
a  resolution  of  this  Honse  of  the  first  instant ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appoint«d.  on  the  eighth  of  De- 
eeml>er  last,  to  Inqoire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  alterations  or  amendments  may  be  neces- 
sary In  the  existing  government  and  laws  of  the 
District  of  Colombia. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  oonrider  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  to  whom  were  referred, 
on  the  fiilh  instant,  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitied  "An  act  for  revinng 
and  amen^ne  the  acta  concerning  natarolizar 
tion,"  which  lay  on  the  table:  Wherenpon, 

Btaolted,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
■aid  amendtnenta,  with  amendmente,  to  the  sec- 
tion proposed  to  be  aubetitnted  by  the  Senate 
in  lien  of  the  flist  and  second  sections  of  the 
original  bilL 

Br.  NiOBOLsoir,  from  the  committee  q)polnt- 
ed  on  the  second  instant,  presented  a  bill  to 
oboUsfa  the  Board  of  Oommisnoners  in  the  city 
of  WiaUngton,  and  to  make  proriEdon  fbr  the 
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repayment  of  loana  made  by  the  Btate  of  Mary- 
land for  the  use  of  the  dty ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tlie 
whole  Honse  on  Monday  next 

Ur.  NiOHOLsoN,  from  the  committee  appmnt- 
ed,  presented  a  bill  to  provide  more  eSectoallr 
for  the  due  applicaliaa  of  public  money,  and 
for  the  accountability  of  persons  intmsted  there- 
with; which  was  read  twioe  and  cxuinutted 

a  0(»iuDittee  of  the  whole  Honse  aa  Monday 

lie  Honse  reeolved  itself  into  a  Oommltlee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  sopplementary  report  of  the 

nmittee  on  Claims,  of  the  aeveuUi  instant^ 
whom  waa  recommitted,  'on  tlie  fifteenth 
ultimo,  thdr  report  on  the  memorial  of  Paul 
Coulon,  a  French  dtiaen;  and  after  some  tioae 
spent  therein,  the  committee  roee  and  reported 
a  resolation,  which  was  twioe  read,  and  agreed 

by  the  Honse,  as  follows : 

Setohed,  That  there  be  p^d  to  Paul  CooIod, 
as  agent  for  the  captors  of  the  ship  Bettv  Catb- 
oart  and  brig  Aaron,  prizes  to  the  French  jBiv*- 
teer  L«  Bellone,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriatod,  the  sum 
of  six  ihonsand  two  handred  and  fcxty-ooe 
dollan  and  forty-fonr  cents,  brang  the  amoimt 
retained  by  the  Treasury  Department,  from 
the  sales  of  the  ship  Betty  Catheart,  and  tot 
dnties  on  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Aaron. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  m  bills  be  brought  in, 
pnrsnant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  tli« 
Oonunittep  on  Claims  do  prepare  and  hring  in 
the  same. 

'  The  House  proceeded  to  oonnder  the  amcad- 
ments  reported  yesterday  ttom  the  Cotnmittee 
of  the  Whole  to  the  Inll  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Eastern  division  of  the  Territory  aonh- 
west  of  the  rirer  Ohio  to  form  a  constitDtion 
and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admiasioa 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  fbr  other  pur- 
poses, which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the  ssine 
being  severally  twice  read,  were,  on  the  ques- 
tion put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  ftirtber  to  ammd 
the  Btid  bill,  at  the  Oleik's  table,  by  strikina 
out,  in  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and 
tenth  Unee  of  the  second  section  thereof^  the 
following  words:  "and  on  the  north,  by  an 
east  and  west  line,  drawn  throogh  the  eoDtheHj 
extreme  of  I^ke  kGohigan,  running  east,  after 
intersecting  the  doe  north  line  aforesaid,  from 
the  month  of  the  Qreat  Miami,  nntil  it  shall  in- 
tersect Lake  Erie  or"— and  inserting  in  Be« 
thereof  the  word  "  to." 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yen  ST,  n^s  44, 
as  follows: 

Tus— Jtous  A.  Bayard,  Thema*  Boode,  Msnii 
nh  Cutler,  John  Davenport.  TlKmuT.  Dviia,  Jobs 
Dennii,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  AbSxl  Totin,  CUrin  Ooi- 
j&rd,  Roger  Griswold,  WilUam  Hslnu,  Joseph  Honp- 
MU,  Ardiibald  Hendersm,  Williaiii  H.  mil,  Beq)*- 
mln  HngBT,  Ihonuu  Lewndei,  Lawii  &  MooK  JsBM 
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Hon,  TbooiM  PUtar,  Nathvi  Bud,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  Johli  Stanle;,  John  ScntUm,  Siunital  Teoney, 
Thomu  HUmgliMt,  X-emna!  WiUiun^  mod  Uvjoj 
Woods. 

Katk — WtUti  Alston,  Jobn  Arolier,  Joint  Bacon, 
Tbgodom  BailcTi  Plumtwl  Biihop,  Richard  Brant, 
Bobait  Brown,  WnilBin  Butler,  Suonel  J.  CabeU, 
Timmat  ClaibonM,  Matthew  CU7,  John  Clopton, 
Mn  Condit,  Kchaid  Cnttt,  John  Dawson,  WilliBni 
Kcksoii,  Local  Elmondorph,  WiUiam  ZtMa,  Sdm 
Fnrlw,  waiam  B.  Giles,  Jobn  A.  Hann«,  Danial 
Bmitor,  WUIvm  Hcge,  James  Holland,  Dmrld 
flolmaa,  Qemve  Jackson,  CbsrlN  JolusaD,  Samud 
L  Wldiia,  ThnoM  llooie,  Antbu^  Naw,  TtmnM 
Newton,  jr.,  JosatA  H.  NidwUon,  John  teOte, 
I«ael  Simth,  Ji^  Smith,  (of  Vui^nl*,)  Sanmel 
Smith,  Bkhard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  jr-Jt^ 
TalUfem,  jr.,  Flulip  R.  Thompson,  Abrua  Tiigg, 
John  Trigg,  IsaM  Tan  Home,  anA  Robert  Williams 

Hr.  JoBV  0.  Buira  moved  ftirther  to  amend 
the  bUI,  by  striking  ont  the  third  section  there- 
of; in  the  words  fcSowing,  to  wit: 

And  ht  UftelMtr  aadtd.  That  all  male  citizens  cT 
die  United  Sutes,  who  shall  bam  amTed  at  fhll  age, 
and  mided  within  the  sud  Temtor7  »t  least  one 
jva  [seTicTDS  to  the  daj  of  election,  and  shaD  haTe 
psid  a  territorial  or  oonnty  tat,  and  all  persoDs  har- 
In^  in  o&mi  taspecta,  tba  I<^<J  qnaMcation*  to  vote 
far  TtB[iiiisiinlaliifi»  in  the  General  AnemUj  of  ^ 
Tertilny,  ba,  and  they  an  hereby,  anthorind  to 
eboose  RapraentadTss  to  form  a  CsDTentiiin,  who 
dnH  be  spportioaed  amount  the  serentl  oonnties 
within  the  Eaitam  division  atoeeald,  InantJoof  one 

B<ineentati*B   to  every  Inhabitants  of  each 

eoaoty,  ueording  to  the  enmnetation  takin  nnder 
the  awheri^  of  the  Dnited  State*,  as  near  m  may 
be,  diat  is  to  lay :  from  the  oonn^  of  IWnbnU, 
-^—  BepreaBntativea ;  from  the  oonnty  of  JeAnon, 

'—  BeiaeseBtadves, oT  the  — —  to  be  eleoted 

wltUn  what  is  now  Wwn  by  the  connty  of  Bdmont, 
tekenfrom  JeSerson  and  Washli^|;t<m  Coantle*ifrom 

the  eeonty  t£  Wasliingtan,  RapresentatlTet ; 

from  the  comity  of  Ross, Representallvea, 

of  the to  ba  elected  In  what  is  now  known  by 

F^t&Id  Coantj,  taken  from  Ross  and  Washingtoo 

Comities ;  from  the  oonnty  of  Aduni^ Repre- 

seclatives;  from  the  connty  of  Hamilton, "  - 

leientativoe, of  the to  be  elected  in 

is  now  known  by  Clermont  Connty,  taken  entirely 
from  Hamilton  Cmm^ ;  and  the  electioiu  ta  the 
Bepiesentatlvee  aftaesaid,  shall  take  pUce  on  the 
ssnnd  Tnesdsiy  of  Ootober  .next,  the  time  fixed  by 
a  Uw  aC  the  Territory,  entitled  "  Am  act  to  ucertcin 
tba  nnmber  of  fiee  male  inhabitants  of  the  age  of 
twen^-one,  in  the  Territoir  of  the  Cnited  States 
noitb-weit  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  to  ru^nlata  the 
eleeticos  t£  Reja^sentatives  for  the  same,  for  elect- 
ing BnpiTisintstiTiw  to  the  General  Assembly,  and 
ihaU  be  held  «nd  ccmdoeted  in  the  same  manix 
as  Is  provided  by  the  aforesaid  act,  except  tbi 
the  qvalifioations  of  eledon  shall  he  as  Iieiein  qisol- 
fisd." 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  supported  by 
Ueasrs.  Jomr  0.  Skith,  Ooddud,  FxARma, 
nnd  Hnnnssow,  and  oppoeed  by  Me'OTS.  OiLsa, 
Urromu.,  R.  WILIIIH8,  BriHB,  and  HotuND, 
.on  the  gronnd  th&t  the  right  of  the  United 
StaUa  to  admit  neoenarily  involved  the  power 
(rf  preaoribiog  a  o(»T«Dtkiii. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  it  passed 
in  tlie  negative — yeas  26,  nays  4B,  as  follows; 

Ybas.— Thomas  Bonds,  llanasseh  Cntter,  Samod 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenptxt,  Abial  Poster,  Cslrin 
Goddard,  Roger  Giiiwold,  Seth  Hudnf^  Joseph 
HempfaJU,  Archibald  Henderson,  Benjamin  Huger, 
Thomas  Lowndes,  Thomas  Morris,  Thomas  Plater, 
Nathan  Read,  William  Shepard,  John  Cotton  Smith,, 
John  Stratton,  Samnel  Tennoy,  Thomas  Tillinghast, 
George  B.  Uphun,  Olian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Pe- 

^WadIWOItil,  Lemnel  Williams,  and  Heniy  Woods. 
[ATS. — WitUs  Alston,  John  Archer,  Jolm  Baoon, 
iiianisl  Bislwn  Richard  Brent,  William  Bn^ 
Samnel  3.  Cabdl,  Thomas  ClaiboiDe,  John  Clapton, 
John  Condit,  TbomH  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Wil- 
liam Dii^iOB,  Lnoas  Elneikdorph,  KbeneMr  Elmer, 
JAn  Fowler,  WiHiam  B.  Giles,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Daniel  Bister,  William  Helms,  Wllllua 
Hoge,  Janies  BidluKi,  David  Hahnea,  George  Jack* 
aoo,  Charies  Johnson,  Samoel  L.  MitcUU,  Thomae 
Moore,  James  Mott,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Joaeph  H.  Nicholson,  John  SmOie,  Israel  Smith, 
Jidm  ^ith,  (of  Virginia,)  Josiah  Smith,  Samnd 
Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Richard  Stanford,  -  Joseph 
Stanton,  jr.,  John  Stewart,  John  Taliaferro,  jr.,  Da- 
vid Thomas,  Philip  K.  Thompaon,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Trigg,  Isaac  Van  Home,  and  Robert  Wmiams. 

Mr.  Fbasiki}  eald  he  was  of  opinion  that 
some  provision  ooght  to  be  made  for  the  inhabi- 
tants excluded  from  the  new  State,  and  the  cod- 
of  anita  from  the  old  to  the  new  Gov- 
emmeat;  for  these  poiposes  he  moved  the  re- 
commitment of  the  bill.    Lost. 

Mr.  Daka  proposed  eo  to  amend  tliefoarth 

otion,  as  that  a  m^ority  of  the  wb<d«  num- 
ber of  delegatM  elected  in  the  Oonveotion,  In- 
stead of  a  majority  cf  t^oee  present,  shonld 
first  determine  whether  it  be  or  be  not  expedi- 
ent to  form  a  oonstitntion,  &a 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  mo- 
tion earned'— yeas  88,  nays  88,  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Thomas  Bonde,  William  Brent,  John  Con- 
dit, Hanasieh  Cntler,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Da- 
venport, Thomas  T.  IJavis,  Lncas  Elmendorph,  Eben- 
Elmer,  Williun  Enitis,  Abiel  Poster,  John 
.  !r,  Calvin  GodJard,  Edwin  Gmj,  Eomr  Gria- 
wold,  Jobn  A.  Hsjina,  Jose^  Hemphill,  Archibald 
Henderson,  William  Hoge,  Bei^amin  Hnger,  Loria 
R.  Horris,  Thomas  Morns,  Janies  3Iatt,  Thoma* 
Plater,  Nathan  Read,  William  Shepard,  John  Cot- 
ton Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  tUcbard  Stanford,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  jr.,  John  Stewart,  John  Straitim, 
Samnel  Tenn^,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Trigg^ 
George  B.  U^iam,  Feleg  Wadsworth,  and  Lemnel 
WiUianu. 

N^ra. — Willis  Alston,  John  Archer,  John  Baoon, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler,  Samoel  J.  CabeQ, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Richard  Catts,  John  DawH)n,  Willinm  Dickson,  Wiir 
liam  B.  Giles,  William  Hehns,  James  HoUaad,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  QMrg«  Jackson,  Charles  Johnson,  Sam- 
nel L.  Mltchill,  Thomas  Mooie,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Smi- 
lie,  Israel  Smith,  John  Smith,  {of  ^^rginia,)  Samnet 
Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  jr. ,  David  Th^^us,  PMUp  R. 
Thompson,  Abrom  Trigg,  Isaao  Ton  Hotne,  and 
Robert  Willioma. 

ThebillwBfl  then  ordered  to  be  engn«sedfi» 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  iDfonned  the 
Hanne  thiit  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  en- 
tJtlcA  "An  Qot  to  amend  the  Judicial  Sjstem  of 
the  United  Stntes;"  to  wbidi  thej  dedre  the 
ooncnrrence  of  this  Honee. 

[The  chief  alterations  made  from  the  old  8fs- 
tem  consist  in  the  holding  the  Saprome  Conrt 
only  onoe  a  year  by  four  justices,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  six  oircnits,  within  each  district  of 
which  oirouit  oourts  are  to  be  holden  twioe  a 
Tear,  composed  of  one  Jostice  of  the  Supreme 
Coort  and  the  Jndge  of  the  distriot,  in  whidh 
said  ooart  is  held.] 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  bo- 
leet  committee. 

OKioStatt  GonemmmL 
An  ensrossed  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the 

Eastern  division  of  the  Territory  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio  te  form  a  oonatitntion  and  State 
Oovemment,  and  for  the  admission  of  snch 
State  Into  the  TTnion  on  an  eqnal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled 
np :  And,  on  the  onestion  that  the 
pass,  it  was  resolvea  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
47,  nays  39,  as  Mows : 

TsAs.— WiDii  Alston,  John  Arehor,  Jain  Bacon' 
Theodonii  Bailay,  PhuiQel  Biihop,  Kchard  Brent, 
Robert  Brown,  WaUam  Bntler,  Samnel  J.  Cabell, 
ThomM  Claibomo,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
John  Condil,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawion,  Wil- 
Ifam  Diokion,  Lacai  Elmendorph,  Ebenaatr  Ehner, 
William  EuBtii,  John  Fowler,  William  B.  Giles,  Wil- 
liam Hogs,  James  HoUand,  David  Hohnes,  Qeonm 
Jacknn,  Sunoel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomu  Moom,  JamM 
Mott,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Nswton,  jr.,  JoMph  H 
Niohrfson,  John  SmUio,  Israel  Smith,  John  Smith,  (of 
New  York,)  Josiah  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Kiohari 
Stanford,  Ja»oph   Staoton,  jr.,  John    Stewart,  John 

Taliaferro,  jr.,  David  7"' ni-ni_   ,.    ™  ^ 

Abram  Trigg,  John  Tr 
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Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  sppdnltd  en 
the  seventh  instant,  to  examine  and  report  on 
the  stete  of  the  office  of  the  Clerk  rf  this  Honse, 
made  a  report :  which  was  read,  and  ordertd  to 
lie  OD  the  teble. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  inte  a  Commiitee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  (be 
establishment  of  certain  districts,  and  theteia 
to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  rvalue 
the  collection  of  anties  on  imports  and  tmnttge," 
and  for  otl  er  purposes;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  tne  committee  roee  and  repoHsd 
several  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  sev- 
erally twioe  read,  andagreed  to  by  the  Home. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  smwd- 

ants,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  Urns  to- 


Taliaferro,  jr.,  David  Thomas,  Philip  B.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  John  P.  Tan  Neii,  baao 
Van  Home,  and  Robert 


Nats 


—Thomas  Bonde,  John  Campbell,  Manaiseh 
,  Samael  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport  John 
Denniji,  Abial  Foster,  Calvin  Goddard,  Roger  Gris- 
wold,  WLUiam  Bany  Grove,  Seth  HasUng*,  Joseph 
Hemphill,  Archibald  Hendoraon,  Benjamin  Hnger 
Thomas  Lowodea,  Lewis  E.  Morris,  Thomas  Monii 
Thomas  Platar,  Nathan  Read,  William  Shepard,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  John  Stanley,  John  Stratton,  Samnel 
Tennej,  Thomas  Tilluighaat,  George  B.  Upham, 
miian  E.  Van  Ranawlaer,  Lemnel  WiUlMniTand 
Henry  Woods. ' 

MosDAT,  April  13. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodosins 
Fowler,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  Oonlon, 
which  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time 

Mr.  S.  SioTB,  from  the  oommittm  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  TonsMd; 
which  was  read  twioe  and  comtoitted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  to-morrow. 


The  Honae  resolved  Itself  Into  a  Oommittea 
id  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Betnetv;  d 
State,  of  the  seventh  instant,  to  whom  ms  is- 
ferred,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Jannsry  list,  lbs 
memorial  of  Fnlwar  Skipwith ;  and  after  buds 
time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported two  resolutions  thereupon '  which  wm 
severally  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  lbs 
Eonsa,  as  follows: 

lo  be  mads  bj  kv, 

iffbnr  fiMKuand  fire  bmidrsd  ul 

Fnlwar  Skipwith,  (which  torn  ns 

advaaced  by  him  to  the  Dniled  Slates,)  wiA  as  is- 

tnestof per  oentnm,  from  the  flnt{fNonmb« 

one  thoDsand  ssrsn  handred  and  ninety-fin. 

JZcmJw^  Tlut  pievisian  ooriit  to  be  mads  t;  Is*, 
for  compensating  tbs  laU  Fnlwar  Sipwith,  ftr  tk 
ssrvicea  from  the  first  of  Norambv,  a»  tbooul 
seven  hundred  and  uine^^-aix,  to  the  fint  cf  U^,  dm 
thousand  seven  hondred  and  ninetr-iuns,  at  tba  isli 
of dollar*,  per  annmn. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  bnu^t  ui 
ursuant  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  that  Ui. 
UwBoif,  Mr.  V*H  l3oBTL*iiDT,  and  Jfr.  Stj* 
}ir,  doprepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  tbs 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
twenty-second  of  Jannsry,  on  the  petiiioa  of 
Sarah  Fletcher  and  Jane  lu^^am,  retired  to 
them  on  the  tenth  of  December  last,  and,  tiler 
some  time  spent  therein,  the'  oommitlee  lOM 
and  reportea  several  resolutions  th«T«ipoo; 
which  were  sevemtly  twice  ruid,  and  sgrssd  U> 
by  the  Honse,  as  foflows : 

Retclttd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  gnut  to  As 
widows  and  childiin,  ai  Uie  case  may  be,  </  At 
officer^  aBBinon,  and  marines,  who  were  lent  at  m, 
on  board  the  ihip  Innireent  sod  brigantfaie  Pidariii(^ 
lately  b  tbs  service  of  £e  United  States, 
pay  of  their  nuftecttve  husbands  srfttheis. 
Raolvfd,  That  "'  ' 


the  naval  iQTvioe  of  the  United  ^ 

In  battk,  or  die,  when  In  the  aetoat  lise  of  tiMirlsV' 

BetolTiei,  That  the  widows  and  ehiUnB  tf  ihssi 

oCBoen  who  were  lort  at  saa  In  the  ship  Insaigsal 

brigantina  Pickering,  shall  be  enUM  Is  Ihii 


Ordered,ThaX  a  Ufl  or  bilb  be  In^  in 
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nmoant  to  tha  uiA  reeolation* ;  and  ttiat  Mr. 
EuBTis,  Ur.  QoDDABD,  and  Ur.  &iAsros,  do 
prepare  lud  bring  in  tlie  rame. 

Ad  engroeeed  bill  for  the  retief  of  Paul  Oon- 
lon  was  read  the  tbird  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  B.  BioTH,  from  the  committee  appointed 
tlte  lunth  instant,  on  the  part  of  this  Eonse, 
Jointly,  with  the  committee  appointed  on  tho 
part  of  the  Benat*,  "to  oonKder  and  report 
what  bnaness  is  Deceerary  U>  be  done  br  Oon- 
KresB  in  their  present  aeeaion,  and  when  it  maj 
be  expedient  to  dose  the  same,"  made  a  report 
ttiereon ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
tbe  Uble. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dia- 
■bled  eeameo. 

Mr.  EcBTia  nwred  to  strike  ont  the  fliW  seo- 
tioQ  which  fbnne  the  moDeja  devoted  to  tbe 
abore  ot^jeot  into  a  general  fond,  to  be  applied 
aeoording  to  the  ducretion  of  tbe  President, 
instead  of  soffering  It  to  rem^n,  as  heretofore, 
applied  to  the  particular  porta,  (or  those  in  the 
Ticioit;^,)  from  which  the  moneys  are  derived. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Meeers.  Ekstis, 
MrrcHiLL,  and  Duta,  and  oppMed  by  Messrs.  8. 
Bmttb,  HiuXDoa,  Datu,  Mi-Ooir,  and  Edqeb. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  first  section,  and  lost;  when  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 


UoitimlT,  April  le. 
JfMi/  Pentitnu. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  widows  and 
orphans  of  certain  persons  who  have  died,  or 
ma^  hereafter  die,  in  the  naval  service  of  tbe 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  t^e ;  and,  on 
tbe  qnestion  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative — yeas  S4,  nays  29. 

OomperttaHon  qf  CoVseiwn, 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  amend  the  act  fixing  tbe 
compensation  of  offioers  emplOTed  in  tbe  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imposts  and  tonnage. 

This  bill  allows  certfun  compensations  to  col- 
lectors of  ports,  provided  tbe  clear  annual  re- 
ceipt does  not  exceed  $5,000.  A  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  $6,000,  for  the  pnrpose  of  in- 
trodninng  $4,000. 

It  was  contended  that  this  latter  sum  was 
miffident  oompensatibn  to  any  collector ;  that 
it  greatly  exceeded  most  of  the  compensations 
allowed  to  tbe  Federal  officers ;  and  that  as 
money  was  appredaOng,  it  became  necessary  to 
reduce  ilie  sijaries  of  officers  generally. 

In  reply  it  was  obeerved  tlut  very  few  col- 
lectors wonld  reedve  so  large  a  sum  as  $6,000 
— ^none  other  than  those  of  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  and  perhaps  Ohsrleston ; 
that  the  responsibility  attached  to  these  officers 
was  greater  than  that  attached  to  any  other,  as 
in  some  instancea  two  million  of  dollars  passed 
tbrongh  their  bands ;  that  the  temptation  to 
vitdate   daty  w«a  proportionably  great;  and 
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that,  frvm  these  cODsideratlons,  it  became  tlte 
Government  to  afford  them  a  liberal  compensa- 
tion ;  and  that  the  sum  was  considerably  below 
that  heretofore  allowed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  oat 
$6,000,  and  lostr—yeas  26. 

Mr.  Stanlbt  moved  to  strike  ont  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  deducted  from  tbe  compensa* 
tions  made  to  the  collectors  of  Newbern  and 
Edenton,  the  sum  of  $250,  heretofore  allowed 
beyond  their  fees. 

For  this  motion  he  astngned  several  reasons : 
among  which  were  the  inadequacy  of  the  com- 
pensations, fix;  abont  $1,600  to  the  duties 
performed,  which  were,  notwithstanding  the 
small  amount  of  duties,  vegr  burdensome,  owing 
to  the  smallnees  of  the  cat^oes  imported,  and 
theirs  being  greatlv  inferior  to  the  compensa- 
tions allowed  to  the  collectors  of  Wilmington 
and  Petersburg. 

Mr.  S,  Smith  informed  the  committee  that 
the  principle  on  which  tbe  several  compensa- 
tions had  been  graduated  was,  that  when  tha 
gross  emolomeute  exceed  $2,000,  tbe  salary 
heretofore  allowed  by  law,  in  addition  to  the 
emoluments,  ahould  be  withdrawn.  This  was 
the  fact  in  relation  to  the  ports  of  Newbem  and 
Edenibn;  and  aa  the  dnties  in  each  of  these 
ports  did  not  exceed  $46,000,  the  compensation 
seemed  adequate ;  he  was,  however,  for  froU 
being  tenacious,  and  would  have  little  objection 
to  a  vote  of  the  House  which  should  increase  it> 
Motion  lost — yeas  26. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  WD 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  SorxKARD  renewed  the  motion  to  strike 
out  $5,000,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  $4  000, 
(the  same  motion  made  in  committee,)  and  os- 
ugned  substantially  the  same  reasons  above 
stated. 

Messrs.  Btaslxt,  Bacos,  and  SuLra,  de- 
livered a  few  observations  for,  and  Mr.  Huoxa 
against  the  motion,  which  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  tbe  call  of  Mr.  Southabd,  and  loat 
— ^yeas  81,  nays  40. 

TncBsnAT,  April  29. 
FreTich  ^oUatio7t». 

Mr.  QiLBs,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fifth  of  Febrnory  lost,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  memorials  and  petitions  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  aud  resident  mer- 
chants therein,  praying  relief  in  the  cose  of  de- 
predations committed  on  their  vessels  and  car- 
goes, while  in  pursuit  of  lawM  commerce,  by 
the  cruisers  of  the  !E>ench  Republic,  during 
the  late  European  nar,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

FwDAT,  April  28. 
Judieiary  Syttem. 
Tbe  qnestion  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Batisd  called  for  the  yeas  and  uay^ 
which  were  taken,  and  stood— yeas  46,  nays 
80,  as  fitUows : 
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Tbai. — WiUu  AlitoD,  John  Anber,  John  Bactni, 
Tbeodocui  Builej',  Phuinel  Biihap,  Wilter  Bovisf 
Bich«rd  Brent,  Bobert  Brown,  WilUrnm  BuUm, 
Thomai  Cluborne,  Matth«w  Cliy,  Jolm  Clopton, 
John  CoDdit,  Kichud  CoCtt,  John  Damon,  WntUm 
Dii^kion,  Lncai  flmendotpb,  Jo!iDFov1eT,WiUi>inB. 
Gilca,  Edwin  Gnj,  John  A.  HannA,  Daniel  Heiiter, 
William  Helmi,  Jamei  Holland,  Darld  Bolmei, 
Hichaal  Lsib,  John  UiU[idf(e,  Anthony  New,  Jowph 
H.  Nicholaon,  Jobn  Smilie,  Imel  Smitii,  John 
Smith,  (of  New  Yoric,)  John  Smith,  (of  Ylrgima,) 
Samnel  Smith,  Henry  SonUiud,  Bicbard  Stanford, 
Jonpfa  StBottni,  jr.,  John  Stewart,  John  Tklia&ms 
jr.,  Philip  R.  Thomptaa,  Abram  Tii«i  John  tiigg, 
Philip  Van  CortUndt,  John  F.  Tan  Smo,  Inao  Vu 
Hone,  and  Kobert  WiUiaOM. 

Natb. — Junei  A.  B»Brd,  Thotnu  Sonde,  John 
Campbell,  Hanuieh  Cntler,  Sunnel  W.  Duia,  John 
Davenport.  Tbomu  T.  Davii,  John  Dennii,  Ebeneur 
Elmei;  Abiel  Foster,  Calvin  Goddard,  Roger  Grlt- 
wold,  Seth  Haitings,  Archibald  Henderson,  Thomas 
lAwndea,  Lewis  B,  Hoirii,  Thomae  Hoirii,  Jamsi 
Motti  Thomas  Plater,  Nathan  Read,  John  Stanley, 
John  Stratton,  Beiyaimn  Tallnwdge,  Samnel  Tnt- 
ney,  Thomai  TQli^ast,  George  P.  Upham,  Pekg 
Vodeworth,  Ltmnal  mmnni,  and  Hanry  W«odl. 

TuKSD^T,  April  27. 

UVlTTIBOBtlXO  PUBOUASBS. 

Mr.  UiTOHiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Prwident'i  Ueasage  S8  re- 
lates to  naval  sites,  &c.,  made  a  further  report. 
The  report  conclndes  as  follows : 

"  The  commitlae  find  that,  prior  to  the  fooith  of 
Marob,  ISOI,  the  nun  of  one  bnndred  and  ninety- 
nine  dioaiuid  and  Ibirijy  doUon,  and  nine^-two 
ccnti,  haa  been  expended  In  pnicbuiiig  navy  yardi 
and  maUnv  impiorementi  upon  them,  without  any 
law  antbon^Dg  the  pninhase,  or  any  appropriation 
of  money,  either  for  pnrcban  or ' '   ~ 


Wedbsbdxt,  April  SS, 

Sedition  Aet. 

pnrnOK  or  thoiub  ooopss, 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Oooper,  of  the  oo 

of  Northnmberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennajf- 
vania,  was  presented  to  the  Bouse  and  read, 
setting  forth  that,  in  the  month  of  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred,  be  was  tried  and  condemned  at 
Philadelphia,  before  Samnel  Chase  and  Biohard 
Peters,  Jadges  of  thecironit  oonrt  of  the  United 
States  there  sitting,  for  having  written  and 
pnbltahed  a  Ubel  nptai  the  poiitioal  ofaaracter 
and  conduct  of  John  Adams,  the  then  Rrwiident 
of  the  United  Btates;  and  was  Uierenpon  ad- 
judged to  pay  k  fine  of  four  hnndred  dollars, 
and  to  suffer  an  impriaonment  of  six  months ; 
whioh  punishment  ne  aMwrdinglj  underwent; 
that  he  apprehends  the  sdd  trial,  condemna- 
tion, and  punishment,  were  unjust :  first,  l>e- 
cause  the  law,  oommonly  called  Uio  Sedition 
law,  nnder  which  he  was  indicted,  was  passed 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Oonfljtntion  of  the  United  States;  aiid 


seoondly,  beoanse  the  said  judges  did  not  only 
take  for  granted  the  oonstituliousli^  of  tlM 
said  law,  hut  did  ntfjustly  and  improperly  r«- 
fose  to  grant  him  a  mibpina  ad  tmtijuandvn, 
directed  to  the  aud  John  Adams;  sod  there- 
fore praying  sneh  redras  ss  the  wisdom  d 
Congress  shall  deign  toitestow. 

Mr.  Gruwold  moved  to  r^ect  the  prayer  of 
the  petitJOD. 

Mr.  QiLxs  moved  to  postpone  the  coiiadW' 
ation  of  the  petition  till  the  third  Uondaj  in 
Novemlwr. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensoed,  in  whkli 
Mr.  QiLxa  and  Mr.  Rabdolps  sai^iortsd,  sod 
Mr.  Qbuwold  and  Mr,  Batabd  qipoaed  lbs 
motion. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  oinied, 
by  a  Ittge  m^ority. 

Satcbdat,  Maj  1. 

DiAunmimt  of  Publie  XontyL 

jFsxvTBoswto  pusoHAsa  OF  KiVT  root. 

ib.  Qkibwouii — Agttin,  the  ocsumittee  nj 

thafr  four  navy  yards  were  pnrelkased  vilfaont 

anthority,  and  the  money  mis^plied  whid 

was  paid  for  them.    In  my  Judgment,  Ibit  ti 

one  of  the  most  extraordinaiy  opiniom  enr 

prononnoed.    The  facta  whioh  gave  liae  to  tbt 

Enrohaae  of  the  navy  yards  were  as  loUan: 
1  the  year  17B0,  Congress  anlhoriied  by  lt» 
the  bnitding  of  six  74-gim  ships,  and  one  nuUiao 
of  dollars  was  tlien  appK^mated  for  that  oIk 
feet,  and  for  building  ^  ■h>op»«t«sr.  Tie 
Seoretar;  of  the  Treasory  fotmo  that  the  ttn- 
mittee  onght  to  have  nudentood  that  ibiia 
could  Qot  be  built  either  in  tbe  air  or  iqon  (he 
water,  and  as  be  was  directed  to  build  the 
ships,  that  he  must,  of  course,  procure  Isnd  to 
place  them  upon,  and  that  the  land  mnt  be 
either  purchased  or  hired.  He  found  tbsttliera 
was  not  a  navy  yard  vrilhia  tbe  United  StatM 
calculated  for  boilding  shipe-of-thfr'liiM,  sod 
that  the  expense  of  preparing  yards  vfoa  pri- 
vate property  would  be  lost  ue  nwDiwt  tba 
ship  was  launched,  and  of  course  tbit  tbii 
would  be  bad  eoonomy.  Experience  had  like- 
wise teoght  him,  that  the  better  mods  wooU 
be  to  pnrohase  the  gronnd,  as  it  woold  then 
remun  at  the  control  of  the  GoTenuncnt,  bo 
long  as  it  was  wanted,  and  the  improremcnts 
would  be  saved.  This  course  wsa  aceor^j 
poTBued,  and  I  believe  that  few  guitletoeo,  »- 
cept  the  committee,  will  conclude  that  it  vh 
not  the  wisest  and  beet.  But  whether  it  wm 
the  best  course  or  not,  it  was  certainly  aaihot- 
ized  by  law,  because  It  can  never  be  wanxdj 
doubted,  whether  a  law  whioh  directs  a  ttuig 
to  be  done,  doea  authoriie  the  agents  to  be  «n- 
ployed  to  do  every  thing  whiob  beoMucs  n*- 
ocasory  for  accomplisliiDg  the  ot(tect.  Tbslsn 
vMcb  have  anthoriied  tlie  bnud^  ft  (iap* 
have  certainly  empowered  the  pobUo  sgssls  lo 
purchase  timber,  copper,  otaOMgi,  and  enry 
other  necessary  material,  and  yet  no  law  for 
thoae  ol^eots  haa  ever  named  any  one  of  those 
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Liilj  antborizid  the  pablio  Dg«nt  to  pro- 
core  the  grotuid  to  place  tfiem  upon,  olthouab 
it  w«B  not  Bud,  whether  the  shipB  Bhonld  be 
bnilt  apon  the  water  or  npoa  the  uai. 

But  there  has  been  one  omisBion  m  this  part 
of  the  report,  which,  on  every  principle  ot  fiur- 
nesa  ought  to  be  connected  with  it,  and  for 
'  which  pnrpoee  the  report  ought  to  be  reoom- 
mitted :  the  omiasion  of  the  letter  of  Ur.  Btod- 
dert,  late  Seoretar;  of  the  Navy,  explanatory 
of  the  purchase  mode  by  him  of  u^  nnvy  yards, 
•ddreeeed  to  the  conunittee,  in  answer  to  an  vp- 
^caldou  made  by  them  upon  this  sntiJeoL 
This  letter  contains,  in  my  oplnitm,  a  ccnnplete 
jostjficaidon  of  that  tnuMction,  and  was  so 
viewed  by  the  mincrity  of  the  oommitteck  who 
urged  that  it  might,  U  least,  be  inohided  ui  the 


port  had  Implicated.  This  orinion  of  the 
majority,  in  reqiect  to  the  propriety  of  indnd- 
log  lb.  Stoddert's  letter,  I  must  believe,  will 
remun  t  aolitaiy  one,  fbr  I  can  soaroely  imiaglne 
U  possible  that  any  other  Keatleman  in  this 


House  woold  have  lefhsed,  when  Uiey  preaent- 
ed  a  oharge  ag^nst  this  geutletoan  inth  m» 
hand,  to  cmer  with  &e  other  his  vindioation. 


written  at  their  om  reqnwt.  It,  however,  the 
motion  to  recommit  aboold  pieTail,  I  will  then 
move  an  iutrnottoa  to  the  cconmittee,  which 
wiUprodnoe  TSr.  Btoddtrt's  letter. 

What  readers  the  repot  of  the  oommittee 
Mill  more  eztraotdInar7,  both  In  retpec' 
erecting  the  boildings,  wid  abo  the  pnronai 
navy  yaids^  le,  Qtat  aiiotha  sal^est,  reoemUiDg 
tbeee  in  prinoiide^  waa  before  the  oommittee, 
and  on  vUch  tbey  reAued  to  report  This  vas 
the  erecting  of  tin  exteorive  naTy  stores  in 
this  place  by  the  present  Adminlstrat«ni. 

The  present  Secretary  ot  (be  Navr  wat  .. 
qneeted  to  infum  the  omnmittee  when  thoee 
■tore*  were  erected,  and  from  what  fond  the 
money  had  lieen  tasen.  His  answer  satj 
the  oommittee  that  the  stores  hod  been  ereoted 
by  tlie  present  Administration,  and  that  the 
moocv,  u  I  reooUeet  correctly,  had  beeo  taken 
from  an  qtpropriation  for  the  74's,  navy  yards, 
aaddooks.  li>endnori^  of  the  oommittee  be- 
Ueved,  what  I  trast  win  be  gcnerafiy  believed 
by  tliose  iriio  examine  the  qtuMaa,  GaX  tUa 
was  (to  ioy  no  iDore  of  It)  at  least  as  donUM 
an  ezpenditore  as  that  for  the  pnrohase  of  mTy 
yards,  or  for  ca-eoting  the  bnildinga  on  the 
Elol»iytti&.  If  an  anthority  to  baild  li't,  to 
omnplete  navy  yards  and  docks,  gave  an 
snthori^  to  erect  stores  for  the  accommodation 
ot  the  navT,  it  was  thooght  that  an  anthority 
to  bnlld  ahipe,  neccoonrily  inclnded  a  power  to 
procure  the  land  to  place  them  npon ;  and  that 
■n  SDthority  to  purchase  military  stores  and  to 
manage  the  ofilsars  of  the  army  necessarily  in- 
cluded a  power  td  ftinush,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense^ bnudinga  to  oover  the  stores,  and  fbr 
other  neoeassry  military  purposes,  at  the  dh^ 
Toi.  n.— 43 


cretiOQ  of  the  offloers  intrasted  with  thoie  con 
oenis.  The  minority  of  Uie  oommittee,  ttier»> 
fore,  urged  to  include  this  transaction  in  the 
report,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  Becretary 
of  the  KaTy,  but  the  request  wss  r^ected  by 
the  majority.  We  believed  that  the  cases  ^ere 
precisely  similar  in  principle,  and  that  it  was 
not  conduotittR  with  impartiality  to  Indade  the 
one  withoot  the  other;  and  we  have  tbonght 
that  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  present 
Administration  was  oondneting  on  principles 
precisely  sindlar  to  those  of  thdr  predeoewon^ 
It  would  greatly  tend  to  satjgff  sU  parttM  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  had  t>een  coi^ 
rect  I  feel  no  hesitation  i;  declaring  that,  in 
my  Jadgment,  the  present  Administration  were 
anthorized  to  erect  the  navy  stores,  aithoogh  I 
beliere  that  the  power  may  be  better  qoestloiv- 
edthaniteonUbein  &«  other  coses.  These 
navy  stores,  I  |<resimie,  are  nsefot  both  for  re- 
ceiving the  necewary  materials  fw  ship  bnild- 
in^  an£  seearing  the  stores  of  the  pabUo  diips 
laid  vp  In  wdinory ;  and  although  not  express- 
ly anttiorised  by  the  worda  (rf  the  law,  wttj 
my  weQ  be  ocoddered  as  a  proper  appendage 
to  a  navy  yard,  or  as  buildings  rendered  ueoetH 
sary  in  the  finishing  of  the  74\;  and  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  bnil^igB,  I  am  content  to  leave 
that  pcdnt  to  the  Depfutment  to  which  it  baa 
been  confided.  The  propriety,  however,  of  in- 
cluding tills  statement  m  the  report  (I  tmst) 
will  be  apparent  to  the  House,  and  it  will  not , 
in  this  place  be  thought  correct  to  confine  our 
critidsms  exdosivdy  to  the  past  Administra- 


tion.   I  therefore  urge  this  as  a  itarther  r 
6>r  leoommitting  tlie  report 

Hr.  NtosoisoH  had  very  Uttle  inclination,  at 
thla  time,  to  enter  Into  an  explanatdon  of  tUs 
snbjeot,  which  bad  been  so  misunderstood  by 
the  gentleman  Jnst  up,  on  account  .of  indlspo- 
sitdon,  nor  waa  he  very  anxiotiBly  opposed  to 
die  recommitment,  but  he  could  peroeive  not  a 
shadow  of  reason  why  the  report  should  be  re- 
oommltted. 

The  gentleman  had  grounded  bts  motion  up- 
on the  oplo)(m,  that  all  the  neoeeeary  fheta  hod 
not  been  stated.  It  was,  to  be  snre,  a  very  late 
period  of  the  session,  and  the  discnasion  would 
Uierrfore  consume  much  precioos  ^me;  but 
notwitbstandtiig  that,  if  it  should  appear  that 
any  material  facts  bod  been  nippreesed,  there 
wonM  be  good  ground  for  recommitting  the 
reptnt.  He  shouM  therefore  think  it  necessary 
to  test  the  grounds  advanced,  to  prove  ttie 
necessity  of  the  recommitment 

As  to  the  navy  yards,  the  committee  having 
been  appc^nted  "  to  report  whether  moneys 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  have  been  faithftiJly 
applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
appropriated,  and  whether  the  same  have  been 
regularly  aooounted  for ; "  and  knowing  that 
six  navy  yards  had  been  purchased,  very  natu- 
rally inquired  under  what  aathority  these  pn^ 
chases  hod  been  made,  and  how  they  were  paid 
fbr.  They  referred  to  the  law  authoriring  the 
,  bidldlDg  of  dx  seventy-foura  and  ^  Blowft«<- 
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war.  The  oommittee  eabmitted  on  inqnliy  to 
tlie  former  Secretuj  of  the  Navy,  (Mr,  Stod- 
derti)  directing'  him  to  infonn  the  oommittee 
as  to  the  purchase.  Mr.  Stoddert  answered 
that  a  law  had  passed,  appropriating  one  mil- 
lion of  di>llarB  for  buUdiog  the  eevenlJ-foDTS 
and  aloopa-of-irar,  and  that  fifty  thonsand  dol- 
lars were  also  appropriated  for  two  doch-jards; 
and  also  that  two  handred  thousand  dollars 
were  appropriated  for  the  porohasa  of  timber,  or 
land  clothed  therewith ;  and  that  he  tliooght 
himself  andiorized  to  porchase  rix  navy  yards, 
wherein  to  bnild  the  seventy-fonra.  To  these 
aeveral  laws  tite  oommittee  referred  for  the  aa- 
thoriCj  under  which  the  Secretary  acted,  bnt 
they  could  find  no  saoh  aathoiity ;  they  ooold 
find  no  other,  than  anthority  to  purchase  two 
dock-yarda,  wherein  to  repair  the  ahipa.  Now, 
althongh  not  stated  in  the  report,  there  ia  very 
Kood  reason  to  believe  that  the  fifty  thousand 
dollara  never  was  laid  onl  apon  the  tVo  dock- 
yards, hut  that  this  snm  was  cast  into  the  enrploH 
fund.  Whether  Mr.  Steddert's  opinion  was 
correct  or  not,  that  it  would  be  more  eoonomi- 
cal  to  bnild  the  seventy- fours  in  pnblio  yards, 
than  in  private  yards  at  rent,  they  were  not  ap- 
pointed to  inquire ;  it  was  their  bnmness  to  tay 
whether  he  was  anthoriied  to  act  so,  let  his 
private  opinion  be  what  it  mi^t  llie  Mm- 
mittee  were  deoily  (tf  opinion,  that  he  was 
not  Bnthoiiied  to  take  money  appropriated 
for  one  purpose  and  make  use  of  it  ior  an- 
other. 

As  to  the  reason,  why  the  gentleman  wishes 
the  report  reoommitted;  to  wit,  to  insert  Mr. 
Stoddert's  answer  with  the  report ;  it  is  true  a 
motion  for  the  insertion  was  made.  But  tiie 
committee  thought  that  letter  was  addreasod  to 
them,  and  not  to  the  House;  that  it  was  to 
Inform  their  minda,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
make  the  report.  They  pud  due  attention  to 
the  reasoning  of  the  letter,  bnt  it  did  not  oon- 
viuoe  them  that  Mr.  S.  acted  authoritatively. 
Mr.  Stoddert's  reasoning  upon  the  snl^eot 
oonld  not  form  a  port  of  the  report ;  the  oom- 
mittee were  called  upon  to  form  an  opinion, 
and  not  to  snbstitnte  that  of  any  individual. 
They  were  to  inquire  whether  moneys  appro- 
priated were  used  to  the  purposes  for  whidi 
they  were  appropriated.  They  thought  it  was 
not,  because  it  was  appropriatai  to  build  ships, 
and  to  purchase  land  witli  timber  on  it,  or  tim- 
ber atone.  The  queetion  then  is,  whether  sii 
navy  yards  are  six  seventy-four  gnu  ships,  and 
whether  sis  sloops-of-war  are  lands  wiui  tim- 
ber growing  on  it  or  not?  If  Mr.  Stoddert's 
reasoning  bad  been  adopted  by  the  committee, 
it  would  have  become  their  reasoning,  and 
except  it  should  be  theirs,  it  would  have  had 
no  business  in  the  report.  If  a  diapoettion  of 
vindication  oonld  have  been  admitted,  Mr. 
Stoddert  might  have  been  permitted  to  have 
appeared  with  oonnsel  before  the  committee, 
but  facts  alone  were  required,  and  &cta  the 
oommittee  state.  Ships  hod  been  built  for  the 
public  before,  but  the  idea  never  -naa  eutei^ 


t^ned  to  build  docks  for  them.  No  metsora 
dififerent  from  those  taken  in  the  bailing  of 
the  frigates,  except  by  legal  authority,  on^t 
to  have  been  taken  with  the  Beventy-foura 

The  case  of  the  navy  yard  at  this  pisce  via 
brought  before  the  committee.  It  was  tbe 
request  of  the  minority  that  the  case  shunld  be 
inquired  into.  The  committee  sent  tortqwst 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  say  by  vbat  ao- 
thority  the  storehouse  hod  been  erected  heif, 
or  fh>m  what  fund  it  was  pud.  The  uawer 
was,  that  the  storehouse  had  been  erected  oot  d 
a  fund  granted  in  February,  ei^teen  hundred 
and  one,  for  completing  the  seventy-fonni,  tht 
nary  yarda,  and  the  dodu.  The  ships  had  beN 
ordered  to  be  laid  up  in  ordinary  at  tbia  pliM, 
and '  the  navy  yard  pnrohaaed.  when  tbe  pre- 
sent Secretary  of  the  Navy  uune  into  oAm,  he 
found,  that  as  a  navy  ysrd  was  to  be  oonpleted 
here,  and  as  sails,  rigging,  and  other  euti] 
stores,  must  be  kept  here ;  and  finding  (bit 
one  storehonse  was  already  built,  and  snottur 
begnn,  here,  ft  would  be  most  prudent  to  torn- 
plete  that  storehouse,  aa  a  neceesary  wpoidige 
to  a  navy  yard  where  shipi^ngwoda  be  Mat 
for  repum.  To  tMa  none  of  the  natlaKS 
objected,  but  rather  approved ;  and  thii  ii 
snrely  a  purpose  to  which  the  manej  wm 
appropriated.  Whether  the  other  ai^intkoi 
are  or  not,  is  for  the  House  to  decne.  Ttw 
committee  have  stated  the  fiwta. 

The  gentieman  says  the  aooonntant  rf  iIm 
War  Department  was  satiafied  with  tbe  k- 
counts  of  Oenenl  Wilkino.  I  did  not  imda- 
stond  the  fact  so — vouchers  were  tent  on,  bil 
they  ware  not  satisliactory. 

Mr.  BAyABD.~I  shall  beg  the  indoteMKe  enlj 
of  a  few  words,  upon  one  Mr  two  beam,  renwt- 
ing  which,  &e  opinion  I  «ntertain  ia  deddedly 
opposed  to  that  expressed  t^  am^foiityoriM 
committee.  I  cannot  well  conceive  of  a  ^^av 
mistake  than  what  appean  ia  the  t^iiiifoB,  pro- 
Dounoed  on  the  porcbaae  of  ax  navy  jird^  made 
by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Hie  •ero- 
iniltee,  I  think,  ought  to  be  allowed  in  oi^eT- 
tnnity  of  reviewing  that  opinion.  Fonritftbaw 
six  yards  are  coDsdered  aa  purobsMd  witbont 
authority,  and  the  money  paid  for  tlieo)  mtsiF- 

By  the  act  of  tbe  Le^ature,  of  Febrair;, 
1799,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  was  directed  ts 
cause  to  be  built  rix  ships,  each  to  cairy  act 
less  than  seventy-fonr  guns;  and  axdoofis-at 
war  of  eighteen  guns.  For  this  purposes  ■  "^ 
lion  of  dollars  was  apprt^niated ;  two  hondied 
thousand  were  appropriated  to  tlM  punhaie  d 
land,  bearing  timber  snitable  for  the  nary,  sad 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  tlje  making  rf  t*> 
do^B.  These  laws,  passed  on  snoatasiTe  d/n, 
indicated  the  design  of  a  permanent  Navy  » 
tablishment.  It  was  perfectly  nndtmtood  tlist 
the  ships  of  the  line  were  nut  directed  10  _b* 
built  for  the  occasional  defotoe  of  the  Mnntfy 
at  that  period,  but  were  Intended  as  tbe  eom- 
menoement  or  a  tasting  ayatwn  of  defiuea,  «U(i 
•       ■  with  thegrowthof 
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the  oomroeroe  uid  resonreu  of  the  oomitrj.  It 
■wta  tsx  from  our  eipectstion  that  the  Nayj  of 
the  Uoited  Btstw  was  to  be  limited  to  nx  diipfl 
of  tiie  line,  or  to  any  number  within  the  oon- 
venient  meana  of  the  country,  short  of  a  force 
adequate  to  render  onr  flag  respectable  and  our 
navigation  secure.  It  was  not  sappoaed  that 
the  seventy-fonra  wonld  be  launched  for  sereral 
jear8,  bnt  we  had  hopes  when  thej  left  the 
stocks,  a  floiiriHhine  commerce  wonld  enable  ns 
to  laj  the  keels  of  new  ships  in  their  plaoee. 
Under  this  tIbw  were  the  two  hundred  thonsand 
doUara  ^propriated,  to  the  pnrchase  of  land 
producing  timber  fit  for  a  navy.  With  this 
snowlewe,  ao  plunly  derivable  from  the  policy 
pnrsned  by  the  L^ulatore,  what  was  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  do?  It  was  made  his 
duty  to  build  rax  seventy-fours  and  six  sloops- 
oT-war.  It  hi  enrely  not  expected  that  thay 
were  to  be  bnilt  on  the  water  or  in  the  tii,  and 
of  conBeqnencait  will  ba  allowed  that  he  had 


a  therefore  necessary  to  obtun  groond 
from  individnaJs.  Aa  there  were  no  persona 
dispoMd  to  make  charitable  grants,  it  remained 
otij  tot  the  United  States  to  porchase  ground 
in  fee  simple,  or  for  a  term  otsBora,  paying  a 
grooB  eimi  or  an  aoanal  rent.  The  act  of  Oon- 
gresB,  directing  the  ships  to  he  bnilt,  appro- 
priated not  A  dollar  mUier  for  the  renting  or 
for  the  pntehaso  of  land.  Bot  a  million  of  dol- 
lani  were  appropriated  to  the  bnUding  of  the 
shipe,  which  waa  directed  to  be  done,  bnt  which 
ooidd  not  be  done  without  an  expenditure  for 
land.  Can  there  be  a  plainer  proposition,  than 
tiiat  an  appropriation'  for  a  cert^  service,  em- 
bracee  every  article  without  which  the  service 
csjmut  be  performed?  In  the  present  inatanoe, 
the  service  imposed  upon  Qie  Secretary,  could 
not  be  performed  without  obtaining  navy  yards 
at  Hie  public  expense.  It  therefore  rested  in 
his  discretion,  for  the  faithfU  exercise  of  which 
h«  was  acoountable  to  the  Oovemment,  ^ther 
to  porchase  or  rent  the  gronnd,  necessary  for 
the  yards.  It  whb  hia  duty  to  conform  to  the 
Tiewa  of  the  Leg^slatore,  and  to  make  each  au 
arrangement  as  would  be  most  advantageon 
Uie  public.  If  it  answered  the  object,  and 
moat  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  rent, 
then  anrely  be  ought  to  have  rented  it ;  bnt  if 
It  oompta-ted  m(R«  with  their  views,  or  was 
more  to  their  benefit  to  purchase,  it  was  then 
his  duty  to  purchase. 

Thia  inquiry,  however,  was  never  made  by 
the  comnlittee.  They  never  aakad  the  queeUon 
whether  it  waa  cheaper  to  boy  or  to  rent,  and 
they  have  condemned  the  Secretary  for  baying 
and  not  renting,  when  he  had  no  more  authority 
to  rent  than  to  bny,  aAd  when  by  bnying  he  baa 
probablr  saved  to  the  Uoited  States  several 
finndred  thousand  dcdlars.  The  sitoatitm  of  this 
offloerispecnliarlyhard.  Having  been  directed 
to  bnild  ft  number  of  ships  for  the  public  ser- 
Tice,  be  has  purchased  navy  yards  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  in  oonsequenoe  has  sul^eoted  himself 


accusation  ot  expending  public  money 
without  authority.  If  be  had  rented  land  for 
the  purpose,  he  would  have  been  equally  liable 
to  the  same  reproach ;  and  if  he  had  neglected 
to  do  either,  be  would  have  been  exposed  to  an 
impeachment.  The  Secretary  has  it  fully  in  his 
~  >wer  to  show,  that  hia  purchaaea  will  save  a 
rge  sum  of  money  to  the  United  States.  A 
navy  yard,  for  a  seventy-four,  cannot  he  pre- 

fared  without  great  expense.  Under  this  head, 
am  iofonned  br  the  Secretary,  that  one  hun- 
dred thousand  aollars  were  expended  on  one 
frigate,  the  Oonstellation.  This  was  ocooraoned 
in'a  great  degree  by  leasing  the  yard.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  the  public  lose  the  benefit 
of  al!  their  expense  in  preparing  and  improving 
the  ground. 
In  addition  to  the  inference  which  the  Seore- 
ry  might  fairly  make,  of  an  authority  to  pur 
laae  gronnd  for  the  navy  yards,  if  a  purchoM 
could  be  made  on  cheaper  terms  ihan  a  contract 
he  had  fiirther  to  consider  the  inten- 
,  nly  manifested  by  the  Legialature,  of 
eetabfisbing  a  system  which  would  reqmre  the 
use  of  these  navy  yards  at  a  future  time,  beyond 
the  duration  of  any  common  lease.  Nay,  he 
knew  not  what  time  was  to  be  consumed  in 
bniltliug  the  ships  directed,  and  of  course  could 
not  know  for  what  term  a  contract  could  be 
mode.  At  present,  if  the  Government  should 
be  disposed  to  sell  the  ahipa  on  the  stoofcs.  they 
have  ue  power  to  sell  the  navy  yards,  and  they 
will  have  the  same  power  when  the  ships  are 
launched ;  and  they  may  thus  convert  in  efieot 
the  permanent  purchase  into  a  term  for  years, 
and  restore  to  the  Treasary  the  money  which 
has  been  expended.  But,  air,  what  I  consider 
aa  the  hardest  act  on  the  part  of  the  nujjority 
of  the  committee,  was  their  refhaal  to  sufier  the 
answer  of  the  Secretary  to  the  letter  we  ad- 
dressed to  him,  ezploimng  the  gronnda  of  Us 
conduct,  to  accomt^y  the  documents  annexed 
to  the  report.  We  have  been  ttdd  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Ur.  Niohouon)  that  tt 
waa  not  the  buMneea  of  the  committee  to  report 
the  opinions  of  the  Secretary,  or  of  any  other 
individual.  If  this  be  correct,  I  believe  it  was 
as  little  ^e  business  of  the  committee  to  r^)ort 
their  own  opinions.  They  should  have  oonnned 
themaelvee  to  the  statement  of  tOotA,  and  upcm 
those  facts  have  left  the  House  and  the  nation 
at  liu^  to  form  their  own  opinions 

If  this  oonree  had  been  pursued^  there  would 
have  been  little  oooanon  to  pablisa  the  reason- 
ing of  Mr.  Stoddert ;  but,  aa  the  opinion  of  the 
oommittee  is  merely  their  inference  ftvta  certain 
premises,  it  waa  due  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to 
the  Secretary,  that  the  gronnds  should  be  ei- 
pluned  which  had  led  aim  to  a  different  con- 
clusion from  that  adopted  b^  the  committee, 
liila  report  seems,  at  present,  mtended  only  for 
pnblio  uiformation;  oerttunly  I  roust  believe  to 
give  oorreot  information.  The  letter  of  Mr. 
Stoddert  throws  great  light  upon  a  part  of  it, 
and  when  our  object  is  oiij  to  inform  the  people 
on  ft  snl^Jeot,  w!^  should  we  refuse  any  light 
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which  plaoee   it  more   deariy  Wore  thdr 
ejetl 

UoiTDAT,  6  o'dodk  P.  It,  Hi?  ft. 

On  motion,  On&r«d;  That  lb.  Gbibwold  and 
Ur.  Bakdxl  Siots  be  appdnted  a  committee, 
on  the  part  c^  this  Hmim,  J<dDtl7,  with  enob 
oommittee  as  tasy  be  tqtpointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  FmrnKKT  oe  tbx 
Unttkd  6TA.Tts,  wd  noUQr  Um  of  the  proposed 
recew  of  GoDgreeB. 

A  meaaage  from  the  Senate  infonned  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  Jointly,  with  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait 
oa  the  Pbxsidkkt  ov  ihb  Ubttu)  Statu,  and 
notify  him  of  the  propoaed  reoees  of  Cod^mb. 

Mr.  OmswoLD,  from  the  oommitt«e  appomted 


onthepartoftbia  EonBa,Jc^tly,wia  tlie  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  PBmnam  ox  tbx  Uxitkd  Suxia, 
and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  reoeai  ot  Ooo- 
grcaa,  tefwrted  that  tiie  committee  bad  perlbnn- 
ed  thatservioe;  and  that  the Psibidmnt' dgi^ 
fied  to  them  he  had  no  &rther  eomnumicaiioii 
to  make  daring  tbe  preaent  Severn. 

Ordmvd,  That  a  matsage  be  tent  to  Ae  Sen- 
ate, to  infiwm  th«m  that  thia  House,  baTii^ 
o(HQplet«d  the  bnrineas  beftae  thenL  ar«  now 
abont  to  a^Joom  lulil  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
oanbernezt;  and tliat die OLeA of tliia  Hgoaa 
do  go  with  the  add  mflasage. 

A  mesMge  from  tbe  Senate  inAHmed  the 
Eooae  that  tJie  Senate,  havii^  completed  the 
LegiatatiTe  btisiiMga  before  thtm,  an  dov  ready 
toa^oom.    WlMrenpon, 

The  BnuiB  a«i]utinied  the  Home  nntal  the 
flnt  H(8id^  In  Deoember  Hit. 
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BBQUM  AT   THE   CIT.T   OF  WASHINGtON,   DBCEHBEB   6,    1808. 


PROCEEDmoe  m  the  senate. 


In  pnmii 
aeoond  seas 


)f  oBiut,  DeMmbw  0, 1802. 


LODce  of  the  Iftw  of  lut  h 


1  of  the  ieventh  Ckmgnm  oom- 
menced  this  daj,  Bt  the  cit;  of  WMhlugtoii, 
and  the  Senate  anembled)  in  their  Ohsmb^,  at 
theOapitoL 


CBfttaioFHEB  Ellzbt,  from  Rhode  Inland. 

Stkphks  R.  BBiDLBT.from  Vermont 

Sakdxl  Weiti,  from  Delaware. 

fiOBUBi  VsioHT,  firaoa  Marrland. 

A«.mjti»  BuDwni,  frton  Georgia. 
.  VaxuK  Flctiikb,  wpolateda  Senator  by  the 
SUte  of  Nev  Hampabtra,  to  k^:^  the  vaoanoy 
OGoadooed  by  tbe  redgnatioa  tn  Jambs  Shutx, 
prodnoed  his  oredentUla,  and  took  his  Bent  in 
the8»iBt& 

The  ncmber  of  memberR  anembled  not  being 
mffidant  to  fbnn  a  qat»rTkm,  the  Senate  ao- 
Jonrned. 

TuBBDAX,  December  7. 

Hr.  BBMCKwrntDOE,  from  EentDokj ;  Ur. 
FonxB,  from  Bbode  bund ;  Ur.  Hotakd,  from 
Ihiyland ;  and  Hr.  Loau,  from  PennsylTBida, 
Beveraily  attended. 

There  being  no  qnonun,  the  Benate  B(|Jonmed. 

WiDiniDAT,  December  8. 
The  nnmber  of  members  assembled  not  being 
anffldent  to  ocmtlitnttt  a  qoorum,  tbe  Senate  ad- 
Jonmed. 

Teusbiut,  December  9. 

The  nnmber  of  members  aiaemUed  not  bdng 

tofBdait  to  oonstitnte  a  qnomm,  the  Benate  ad- 

JODined. 

Wdat,  December  10, 
!&.  B.  T.  AQeon,  from  Virginia,  attended. 
The  nnmber  of  membert  assembled  not  being 
■offldent  to  oonBtltat«  a  qaomm,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


SinsiuT,  Deo^nber  11. 

Mr.  TkuxuH,  from  Korth  Oarolina,  attoided. 

The  nnmlMT  of  members  assembled  not  htAofi 
snffident  to  oonstltate  a  qnomm,  the  Senate  •£ 
Jonrned. 

UoKOAi,  December  18. 

Mr.  J.  Kuos,  frram  IfasBaehnsetts  ;  Ur.  Dat- 

TOET,  and  Mr.  OaDKH,  from  New  Jersey ;  and 

Ur.  Sghtb^  from  South  Carolina,  sererolly  at- 

The  Vioz  Fbbbidkrt  being  abeent,  tbe  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  ohtdoe  of  a  Freddent,  pro  ten- 
por»,  as  tbe  oonstitation  provides,  and  the  bal- 
lots being  ooUeoted  and  oonnted,  tbe  wbc^ 
nnmber  vas  fbond  to  be  17,  of  vhioh  9  make  a 
mfiioritT. 

lb.  Bradley  bad  7,  Mr.  Tracy  had  7,  Mr. 
Baldwin  1,  Mr.  Dayttm  1,  Ifr.  Logan  1. 

There  was  consequent^  i>o  dudce,  miere- 
npon,  the  Benate  prooeeded  to  tbe  eleodon  rf  a 
Ireeident,  pr»  tempore,  as  the  eonstitntioa  pro* 
Tides,  and  tlu  ballota  bring  oolleoted  and 
ooimt«d,  the  whole  number  was  found  to  be  17, 
of  which  9  make  a  m^oril?. 

Mr.  Bradley  bad  8,  Mr.  Tracy  7,  Mr.  Dayton 
1,  Hr.  Logan  1.  . 

There  was  o(»iseqimtly  no  oboioe.  Wber^ 
npcm  tbe  Senate  proceded  to  tbe  eleotioD  of  a 
PTOldentpr0  tenmrf  sa  tbe  Ooastitnticn  pro- 
Tldee,  and  tlie  ballots  bdng  counted,  the  whole 
noniber  was  found  to  be  17,  of  wUdi  9  make  a 
majori^. 

Mr.  Bradley  bod  6,  Mr.  IVaoy  7,  Mr.  D^ton 
1,  Hr.  Logan  1. 

There  was  wmseqnently  no  oh<dce.  'Wbere- 
upon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  tbe  election  of  a 


President  pro  ttmporA,  as  the  constitution  pi 
videa,  and  tJie  ballote  being  counted,  tbe  wh( 


_..      ,  —      _iole 

number  of  votes  was  1^  (^  which  Bmake  a  ma- 
Mr.' Tracy  bad  T,  Mr.  Bradley  S,  Mr.  Dayton 
I,  Hr.  LogMi  1. 

There  was  oonsequeDtly  no  ehdoe;  tud  the 
Senate  a^oomed. 
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TtmoAT,  December  14. 

The  y lox  Fbbsidkht  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Presidonfe  pro  Urn- 
pore,  as  the  conBtitndoQ  proTides,  and  the  bal- 
lots being  collected  and  coanted,  the  whole 
nnmber  was  fonnd  to  be  17,  of  which  6  make  a 
maloritT. 

Mr.  Bradley  had  9,  Mr.  Tracy  r,  Mr.  Dayton  1. 

Ooneeqaently,  Stepheh  K  Bkadlxt  was 
elected  Preddent  of  the  Senate,  pre  tempore. 

The  credentlala  of  Mr.  Plumbk,  appointed  a 
Benator  by  the  HUlo  of  New  Hampahire,  to  snp- 

5^  a  Taoanoy  ocoanoned  by  the  reaignation  of 
DOB  Bbbatk,  Ssq.,  were  read;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him  by 
the  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretar?  wak  on  the 
President  of  the  United  Btates,  and  acquaint  him 
that  a  qnorom  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vios  Fbbhdbnt, 
they  have  elected  Stzthsk  B.  Bxadlxx,  Presi- 
deot  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempiire. 

A  similar  notice  was  directed  to  be  given  to 
the  Honse  of  BepreaentatJToa,  and  also  that  the 


Eienste  are  ready  to  proceed  to  badness. 

motion^  ft  was  agreed  to  proceed  to  the 
choice  of  a  OnapMn  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


and  the  ballots  having  bmn  ooUeoted  and 
oonnted,  the  whole  nnmber  was  17,  of  which  6 
is  the  m^ority. 

Doctor  Qantt  had  10,  Ur.  MK^ormick  L,  Mr. 
Priestley  3,  Ur.  Balch  1. 

So  it  was  EetoUed,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gautt 
be  the  ChapMn  to  Oongresa,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  dnrmg  the  present  seauon. 

Wkdhudat,  December  16, 


To  tit  8t»at»  aitd  B<nm^  Rtprttmlalim  ef  tk 
Unitd  OaleM  ! 
Wh«n  we  umnble  together,  fislloW'Ofttieni,  to 
eoaditT  the  itate  of  ant  beloved  eoaVtrj,  onr  juM 
attantioni  an  fint  diaim  to  thon  pleadng  rircnin- 
itaooei  irtiioh  muk  the  goodiiMi  el  that  B«iiig  from 
whou  fkvor  Ihej  flow,  kud  the  large  meamra  of 
tliuikfiUnan  we  owe  foi  hij  bounty.  Ajwther  year 
hai  oonie  aronnd,  and  findi  u  MQl  blaHsd  wjth  peace 
and  fiieadahip  abroad ;  Ikw,  order,  and  religion,  at 
botna  i  good  aSecdon  aiid  HannouT  nidi  our  Ii  " 

seiahbon  ;    onr  bnrdeni  lightened,  yet  onr  iin 

tnfficlenl  foe  the  public  irant*,  and  the  prodnoe  of  the 
year  great  beyond  eiample.  The«e,  fellow-oltiie 
art)  the  ciicamttiuim  under  which  ire  meet :  and 
remaric,  Kith  tpeciBl  latiaTactian,  thon  vMch,  nnder 
the  nnile*  Of  ProrideDca,  reealt  from  the  ikiU,  in- 
dtutry,  and  order  of  onr  dtiicDi,  maaaging  their  own 
affiun  1b  their  own  way,  and  f^  their  own  uh,  im- 
emban-aued  by  too  much  regulation,  unoppraued  by 


whieb,  in  the  fbrtn  of  duti«a,  tend  effectoaDy  to  pro. 
bibit  the  carrying  thither  onr  own  ptodooe  in  ooi 
own  veiaela.  from  eiiitio^  amidca,  and  a  ipirit  at 
JQttioe,  it  ii  hoped  that  friendly  dbcnVKm  will  pro. 
dnce  a  fair  and  adeqnat«  nciprooity.  Bat  aboold 
falie  calcnlatdoni  of  interest  defeat  onr  hope,  it  Rsti 
with  the  Legislntnre  to  decide  whether  diey  will  nmt 
ineqnalitiei  abroad  with  coonterrailing  ineqoalitleeat 
home,  or  pniTide  for  the  evil  in  any  other  way. 

It  is  with  Mlii&ctioa  I  lay  before  yoo  an  act  of  die 
Britiih  Parliament  anticipating  thU  aabjeat  so  &t  as 
to  aathoriae  a  tnotiud  abotiticn  of  the  clotiea  and 
ooonterrailing  dntiei,  pennitted  nnder  the  traa^  of 
1T94.  It  ahowa,  on  tbeir  part,  a  qiirit  of  jiutioe  and 
friendly  accommadalaon,  which  it  in  onr  dnty  and  onr 
Intdreit  to  cnltiTate  with  all  natioiu.  Whether  thi« 
'onld  produce  a  due  Hjnality  ia  the  nangatiaa  be- 
ireen  the  two  oonntriee  is  a  nigect  fir  yonr  eeoaid- 

Another  dronnutanoe  iriUe^  '^l*imi  attentioo,  ai 
irectly  aflbcting  the  Teiy  aonrse  of  onr  nangalion, 
ii  the  defect  or  the  erseion  of  (ha  law  pnnidiiig  Ux 
the  retoTD  ti  Mamen,  and  paiticniaily  of  tboae  be- 
IroMog  to  Tsuela  eold  abroad.  Nombers  of  diem, 
dlacharged  in  foreiffo  porti,  have  been  thrown  oo  the 
liof  onr  CoDinli,  who,  to  reeooe  tfasm  fhnn  tfaa 
dangen  Into  which  tiieir  diitnMea  might  plnnge 
them,  and  aare  them  to  their  ommtiy,  have  fawid  it 
neoeuaiy,  In  eome  caaei^  to  return  them  at  the  pnh* 
lie  chuge. 

The  eeuion  of  the  Spanish  prorlnce  of  LoniBaoa  to 
France,  winch  took  place  in  the  conns  of  the  late  wa^ 
will,  if  carried  Into  eSect,  make  a  ohantre  in  the  af- 
pect  of  onr  foieign  iclationa,  which  mR  doabtleM 
have  jiut  vught  To  any  delibaratiaat  of  dw  T  Sftiili 

re  connected  with  that  raided;  . 

There  wai  reaKO,  not  long  suet,  to  aptaeliwid  dis 


of  peace  In  Burope,  IhatportitB 
^  trade  which  had  fillcii  ' 
',  waa  abridged  by  the  rel 
oomptttition  of  (he  bdllgerent  powcn.    Thit 
be  expected,  and  waa  juM,     But,  in  addition,  we  tnu 
in  aama  parti  of  Europe  monopoliung  diictimmationi 


le  BaifaaiyPow- 


might  ba  taken  1^  by  lo 
eis.  A  rainforcement,  therefore,  wi 
deied  to  the  Teeeeli  already  thma.  Snbaeqoent  ia&r- 
matioo,  however,  hai  icmored  these  upreheuikoa  lot 
&e  preMQt  To  wcnn  onr  commerce  m  that  lea  witb 
the  amalleat  force  oompelen^  wn  have  nnnosed  it  bcM 
to  watchitrictly  the  haiiiorof 'nipoIL  Sdll,  havBTcr, 
the  ihallowneH  cf  their  oout,  and  the  want  of  nuIK 
er  ftMel*  CD  onr  part,  has  permitted  Mtne  CTuiain  to 
eaoape  miobterved ;  and  to  one  of  these  an  Amettcan 
veMal  nnfortmiateiy  Stll  a  prey.  Tbs  captain,  «m 
American  isaman,  and  two  othere  of  color,  ifmain 
prisoner*  with  them  ;  nnlHS  esehaiwed  ODderan  ftt^ 
ment  formerly  made  with  the  BsAaw,  to  whom,  on 
thefaithof  that,«cDieef  Mso^tive  anlgeets  had  bea 
reitoiad. 

The  connntlao  with  the  State  of  Georgia  has  bcsa 
ratified  fay  tlieEr  Legislatare,  and  a  repwclnn  tnm 
the  Creeks  baa  bean  ooonqnently  audi  of  a  pan 
of  the  TaHaaaa  Mtmtn.  In  iaa  imrrhaw  hM 
been  alio  compralianded  a  part  of  the  lands  witUa 
the  fork  of  Ooonea  and  Oomnlgae  Riveta,  Ths 
parUcnlaji  of  the  oontraot  will  be  laid  brfbn  Osa- 
gieu  aa  soon  ••  they  shall  ba  m  a  state  tar  oommoi- 


■ible  with  OUT  Indian  neimbor^  1 
die  work  of  leltlhig  wiUi  tbmi  and  maiki^  tbs 
boundaries  latween  oa  Tliat  wilhytbs  Chaclaw 
nation  is  fixed  in  oat  pat^  and  wQI  b«  thm^  tbs 
whole  widiin  a  Aati  time,  Hm  ooontn  to  whkk 
their  title  had  boen  exllngnlihed  bcCae  tl^  fieiola- 
tloa  is  inffldent  to  leosiTs  a  vaiy  n^setsU  fW^ 
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tioa,  iriiIabCo>igt«HirillpiD^til7W«disan«dieiicT 
oTencoaragiiig  M  «o«n  M  thg  limili  Aall  b«  dedued. 
Wa  ftre  to  vieir  thii  podtica  u  in  od^xmC  of  the 
Unitsd  Statei,  nmoonded  by  rtroi^  noi^bon,  mf 
ilutant  ftmn  its  nfpoit  And  hcnr  Sr  that  motiopol  j 
wbicb  pnTvnta  popalaticBi  ihoald  hm  be  ganriei 

die  coDtiiiniiice  of  title,  will  be  far  TOnr  oonaiders- 
tion.  Apcompt  iettiemsiititoa,(^aJIexiitiDgrigbta 
mud  clwDU  vi^in  tbii  Teiritc^  pnaenti  Itself  M  » 
preliminuj  openttlinu 

In  llut  put  cf  the  lodiuK  Ttntton  which  in- 
clnde*  Vmcenneii,  the  linei  Mttfad  wiOi  tha  nel^ 
boring  tribes  fix  the  eztinctioii  of  their  title  at  ■ 
breadth  of  twontjr-fbar  leagnu  from  aaat  to  west,  and 
ftbout  the  lanie  Isngth,  pnllel  with  uid  incladiiig  the 
Wabub.  They  hkTe  ftlao  Ceded  a  tract  of  four  miles 
tqiure,  tm-lniting  the  ,ult  iprlsgs,  near  the  month  of 
dutrirar. 


laat  twelve  month*  have  exceeded  those  d  any  former 
jresr,  and  that  the  rado  of  increase  has  bean  also 
sreBter  than  nsnaL  This  has  enabled  na  to  answer  all 
Uie  r^nlar  exigencies  of  Government,  lo  pay  from  the 
Tre&sary  within  raw  year  npwatd*  of  eight  nullioni  at 
doUan,  principal  ud  bterut,  of  tba  pnblio  deb^  *x- 
cloiiTe  it  npip«rds  i^  one  million  p«d  by  tlM  wiie  of 
baulc  stock,  and  maUng  In  the  whole  a  lednotiaa  of 
neariy  five  milllona  and  a  half  of  principal,  and  to 
have  now  m  Oie  Traasniy  tbni  miUiMi*  and  a  half  of 
doDars,  which  are  in  a  conrse  of  application  to  the 
farther  duKhaige  of  debt  and  corrent  demands.  Ex- 
perience, too,  so  &r,  anthorizet  u  to  believe.  If  no 
extraordioaiy  event  mperrenes,  and  the  e^nnaes 
which  will  be  aetoally  incomd  shall  not  be  greater 
than  vera  contemplated  by  Congress  at  their  last 
■esmon,  that  we  diall  not  be  disappointed  in  the  ex- 
pectation* then  formed.  But,  neTerthelesa,  a*  the 
eflect  of  peace  on  die  amonnt  of  duties  i*  not  yet  foUy 
aaoeit^ned,  ft  is  the  more  necessary  to  practise  every 


No  change  being  deemed  necessary  in  onr  Uilitary 
EstabUdumnt,  an  estimate  of  its  e^iensas  for  the  en- 
■oing  year,  on  its  pnnnt  footing,  as  also  of  the  sonui 
to  be  employed  in  fortiHcadons,  and  other  object! 
witldn  that  department,  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  will  make  a  pait  of  the  gen- 
eral eitunatea  which  will  be  presented  to  yon. 

Consideilng  diat  oar  ragular  troops  are  emtdc^ed, 
tat  local  porpose^  and  that  the  militia  ij  car  general 
rdiance  for  great  and  andden  emergeaeies,  yon  will 
doubtless  tiiink  this  institation  worthy  of  a  reiriew,  and 
I  improvements  ^  widoh    yon  fi  ' 


r  that  poiposa  may  go  to  the  saving  what   we   bI< 
sdy  posnss.     So  caiea,  no  attentions,  can  preserva 
nels  fhim  rapid  decay,  which  lie  in  water  and  ei< 
eed  to  the  sun.      These  deoi^i  require  great  and 
oitant  repairs,  and  will  consume,  if  continued,  a 
gieat  poitiou  of  the  mooeys  destined  to  Naval  pnr< 
poeea     To    avoid  this  waste  of  onr    resoorees.  It  is 
proposed  to  add  to  our  navy  yard  here  a  docli,  within 
which  onr  present  vessels  may  be  laid  up  dry,  end 
under  cover  ftom  the   sua.    Under  these  circum- 
stances, experience  proves  that  works  of  wood  will 
remain  scarcely  at  all  afibcted  by  lime.    The  great 
abtmdance  of  running  water   which   this   utnation 
possesses,  at  heighu  far  above  the  level  of  the  tide,  if 
employed  as  is  practised  for  lock  navigation,  fbr- 
nishes  the  means  for  rainag  and  laying  np  oar  vea- 
sela  m  a  diy  and   sheltered  bed.    And  ahould  the 
measnie   be  fbnnd  nsafiil   here,  nmilar  depoaitoriia 
for  laying  i>f,  as  well  as  for  bnilding  and  repairing 
vessels,  may  hereafter  be  nndertaken  at  other  navy 
yards  oflMng  tlie  snne  means.    The  plans  and  ea- 
timatea  of  tlia  wo^  prepared  by  a  penen  of  skill  and 
experience,  will  be  presented  to  yon  withont  delay ; 
'  fVom  thii  it  will  be  seen  that  soaroely  more  than 
been  the  cost  of  ens  veisal  is  necessary  to  save  the 
whole,  and   that  the   annnal   ana  to  he   employed 
towaida  its  completion  may  be  adqited  lo  the  views 
of  the  Lesidature  as  to  Naval  expenditure. 

To  cultivate  peace,  and  m^nl^n  oomnerae  and 
□aviation  in  an  tii^  lawful  enterprises;  to  foster 
tna  fisheries  as  noreeriei  of  nsvlgatiim  and  for  the 
nnrtore  cf  man,  and  protect  uie  manofactores 
adapted  to  onr  oircumstances ;  to  preserve  the  faith 
of  the  natioD  by  an  exact  discharge  <^  its  debts  and 
contracts,  exptnid  the  public  money  with  the  same  , 
care  and  economy  we  would  practise  with  onr  own, 
and  impose  on  oar  oitiiens  no  onnecessaiy  bnrdeos ;  to 
keep,  in  all  tMnga,  willun  the  pole  of  our  constita- 
tional  powers,  and  cherish  the  Federal  Union  as  the 
only  rock  of  saftty ;  these,  fellow-^itiiens,  ore  the 
landmarks  by  which  we  are  to  guide  ourselves  in  all 
onr  prooeB^ngs.  By  condnning  to  make  theaa  the 
rule  of  onr  action,  we  ihall  endear  to  onr  conntiy- 
the  trne'prlDoiples  of  their  cnnstitation,  and  pro- 
'  and  of  action,  eiinally 


Estimates  for  tile  Naval  Department,  prepared  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  another  year,  will,  in 
tike  manner,  be  communicated  with  the  general  esti- 
mates.   A  small  foToe  in  the  Mediterranean  will  still 


Bssbaiy  Foweta  may  eventually  require  that  force 
he  angnieDtrd.    The  necesdty  of  procuring  some 
■nailer  vesaeb  for  that  service  will  raise  the  estimate  ; 
twt  the  dltfetanee  in  thdr  maintenance  will  soon  make 
it  a  nKaanre  of  eoonomy. 

Presuming  it  wlH  be  deemed  expedient  to  expend 
■uroally  a  convenient  sum  toward*  providing  the 
Naval  defence  wbicb  onr  dtnation  may  reqdre,  I 
d  that  the  first  appropriattou* 


anspicionstotiieirbapplnesi  and  safety.  On  my  part 
yon  may  eoonl  on  a  cwdial  cononnence  in  every  mea- 
sure for  the  public  good ;  and  on  all  the  Inibrmation  I 
poasess  which  may  enable  you  to  discharge  to  ad^m- 
lage  Uie  hi^  functions  with  which  you  are  invested 
hy  yonr  oonntoy. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
IS,  1803. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read;  and 

Ordersd,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Me*- 
Mge  of  the  PsKaiDEHT  of  tbx  United  States, 
tt^tber  with  one  hundred  copies  of  eoob  of  Ute 
papers  referred  to  in  the  Message,  be  printed  for 
the  ose  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatirea 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  elected 
the  Beverend  Wiu.uic  Pabuhbon  a  Chaplain  to 
Oongreee,  on  their  parL 


Wbdnesdat,  Deoember  32. 
DwiOHT  FonxB,  fhnn  the  State  of 
Bette,  attended. 
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Thubsdat,  December  S8. 


If ovDAT,  Deoembar  87. 
tb.  HnxHouBS,  from  the  State  of  Oomiectl' 

Oct,  attended. 

THmuDi^'T,  Deoembcr  80. 
Mx,  AxDERMs,  and  Ur.  Coom,  from  the 
Bttte  of  TeuneasM,  seTerally  attended. 

IfoKiuT,  January  8,  1808. 
Vx.  NiOBOiAt,  firom  the  Bt«t«  of  Virginia, 
and  Mr,  WiLLa,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended. 

FBIIU.T,  Jtuiiuu7  7. 

Ur.  Stoks,  from  North  Carolina,  attended. 

The  Pbbbidkst  oommonicated  a  letter  signed 
T.  WortUngton,  agent  for  tlie  State  of  Ohio, 
endoatng  b  oopj  of  the  oonstitntion  of  the  sud 
State,  and  requesting  it  mig^t  be  Md  before  the 
Senate ;  and  tbey  vere  re^  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  ooDsldenttioD. 

The  Senate  roamned  the  conaderatton  of  the 
moHoa  made  oo  the  Glh  inatant  for  extending 
the  lava  of  the  United  States  to  the  State  ol 
Qbio,  together  with  ibe  amendment  proposed 
,  thereon ;  which  amendment  was  wiuidrawn ; 
md  it  wu  agreed  to  adopt  the  motion,  amended 
■afbllowa; 

Buoktd,  That  ■  oomndttee  be  (qisolnted  to 

anlre  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  wnat  Legia- 
f  e  nwaanrce  may  be  neeeMaty  for  admlttuig 
the  State  of  CAio  into  the  tTnion,  or  for  eztenf 
'  g  to  that  State  the  UwB  of  the  United  States; 


Ingto 
and 


Ordtnd,  That  ttesan.  BsxoKEiaaDQX,  Uob- 
Ste,  and  Asd*bbos,  be  the  committee,  and  that 
the  letter  dgDed  T.  Vorthlngton,  agent  for  the 
State  of  Ohio,  laid  before  the  Senate  this  min- 
ing, together  with  a  oopy  ot  the  oonstjtQtion  of 
•aid  SUte,  be  referred  to  the  same  oranmittee, 
to  oonrider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Ull  to  carry  into  effect  the  several  reeo- 
InUons  of  OongreM  for  erecting  monnmenta  to 
the  memories  of  the  late  Generals  Wooster, 
Hertjmer,  DsTidson,  and  Boriren,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  flutheroonddera- 
tion  of  this  bill  nntil  the  first  Honday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  9,  nays 
17,  aa  follows  J 

Yus. — Means.  ADdcnon,  Bildwin,  Biadlsy, 
Breckanridgs^  Cocke,  EUeiy,  Nicholu,  Sumter,  and 
Wright. 

Hatb.— Hsssis.  CUntoii,  Dajtm,    T.  Porter,   D. 

J.  Umoii,  Hoirii,    Oloott,  Phimer,   StOM,  Tttaj, 
Wan*,  and  Vliite. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  UH  pass  as  amend- 
ed t  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
""  nays  8,  as  foUowB ; 


ua.— Mann.  Baldwlii,  CUntao,  DijMd,  T.  F» 
.  D.  Foster,  FiuUin,  Hmbonn,  Hownd,  Jtd- 
no,  Logan,  J.  Mann,  Honi^  OlooM,  Phmwr,  Sda 
tnoy,  Weill,  ud  WUta. 

NaTs.— Heura  Auittmm,  Biadkr,  Bitdniiidg^ 
Co^  EUeiy,  NUtMlas,  Snmtar,  and  Wi^ 

So  it  was  JZMoIced,  That  this  bill  pass,  tlist  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  tbenof  be  "  is 
act  to  carry  into  effect  the  several. radatkai 
of  Oongresa  for  erecting  moDoment*  to  the  mt- 
moriearf  the  late  Qeoerab  Vooatar, Hridnw, 
Davidsoc,  and  Boriven." 

TuKSDAT,  Jannaryll. 
In  Execntive  aeencm,  the  following  Vmtft 
was  reoeived  from  the  PnwqKar  or  ^B  Qnm 
Sriins: 


oudonoftl 


m  Ten  ncoipdj 
;j  imiciUf  k  n- 


the  Spuddi  protmce  at  hutiAm 
to  Ffauee,  at>d  perhu>i  of  the  Florida)^  md  Ae  Ills 
nupenitui  of  our  right  of  deporit  at  Na"  Orieu^ 
uc  eventj  of  primmiy  Interest  to  the  Cidtad  SUM. 
On  both  occuioDS,  inch  meanm  ''~ 

t>k«n  M  wen  thonght  moat  likd 
'move  the  prewnt  uA  to  prereot  ta 
qmetnde.  The  objects  of  these  meuoiN  vnt  Is 
dtain  the  temlon  on  ttw  left  tnnk  of  tbelGiriiiifi, 
and  eastrard  cf  that,  tf  nncticaUa,  oiiMa^oDtto 
which  the  punter  mthorities  of  oni  esQi>li7  vnU 
agree ;  or,  at  least,  to  prevent  anj  chugei  vtid 
might  lenen  the  secnie  eseiclae  of  oar  righiL  TUk 
my  confidence  In  onr  UEnlster  PleniEolnitiirj  U 
Psili  is  entire  and  midiiniDiibed,  I  itin  Ihiuk  ilat 
Uieie  object!  might  be  promoted  by  jt^nisg  viih  bin 
a  penon  lent  mta  hence  dirselly,  oair^iig  vith  Ud 
tile  reelloge  >ad  sentimeiits  of  the  natno,  enilid  on 
the  tate  oocanenoe,  impreaedby  (nil  cotaniirapslifai 
«f  an  the  vlenwe  entertun  on  Ihii  idWHliD;  n^ 
jeet ;  and  thus  prepared  to  meet  aod  to  imoKm.  ts 
a  tuaM  nmlt,  Oe  taantai-^-jpodaiiBM  of  t&a  Hbtt 
contraoting  pai^,  whatsoever  fimn  fiimc  kleniB 
may  i^ve  to  them,  and  to  aeente  to  w  the  shioils 
BcoompUahmenC  or  oar  otyect 

I  tbetelbre  nominate  Boliert  R  IjvingttoB  lo  te 
lUmeter  Plenipotatitiaiy,  and  Jamea  tfoam  to  be 
Hiniiter  EitraorAnary  aod  PlenlpotaitiuT,  witb  fi^ 
powen  to  both,  jointly,  or  to  either,  on  the  dialli  <■ 
the  other,  to  enter  into  a  tnaty  or  eonrestun  villi 
the  First  Consul  of  France,  fta  the  poipoo  J  en- 
larging, and  more  effbctaally  aecnrins,  our  ri^rti  tti 
interests  In  the  river  MisaMi[^  and  u  the  lemUriM 
eaitwaid  theTe<£ 

But  u  the  poaaenioDof  tbaae  pioviaoea  iiitill  is 
Spain,  and  tiie  conna  of  events  mi^  tetud  <''^' 
vent  the  cesdon  to  France  being  oamad  into  iM* 
to  aecare  DVTalject,it  will  be  eipedienlioadiliM 
eqnal  powers  tp  the  QavenimeDt  of  ^sia  alM,  10  b 
nsad  otily  In  the  event  of  its  being  neemair. 

I  tbeiefbte  nominate  Charies  Pinckner  to  bt  lCiii»- 
ter  PlenipotenliBiy,  and  Jamea  Hmie^  of  Ya^Mi, 
to  be  Woltter  ExtraordlDBiy  and  FIsupolssliKT, 
with  fnll  powers  to  both,  joinUy,  or  to  utber,  ob  tbs 
death  of  the  other,  to  esler  into  a  tUBtj  "  '""^ 
tion  with  Hii  Catholic  Mtjtitv,  tor  the  pmfoe  « 
enlaii^ng,  and  more  eilbatnil^r  ascnriss,  ur  li^ 
and  interests  In  the  river  IGnjapjd,  and  in  di*  Isr* 
litories  oaWward  thereof^  

JAS,  11,  leOS.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 
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The  HMMgM  Uid  papers  tber«In  referred  to  I 
WM«  read,  mnd  ardeni  that  the^  HTsrall;  Ua 
for  oomMendoD. 

UoHDiT,  Jannoiy  IT, 
lb.  Browv,  frtan  the  State  ot  Eeutoc^,  at- 
tended. 

WntsBDAT,  Jannsij  19. 
AlBOV  Bura,  "^ce  Frerident  of  the  Uaited 
Btatea,  and  Preddent  of  the  Senate,  attended. 

Thubsdat,  January  BO. 
The  Yici  Frwidknt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
oertiflcata  of  the  election  of  Bamukl  M'Ci.it, 
Eaq.  of  Northnmberlond  county,  and  State  of 
PennajlTania,  to  he  a  Benator  of  the  United 
Btatea  from  the  fonrth  daj  of  March  next,  in- 
dnnve ;  and  it  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 


UoKBAT,  Jannarj  94. 

Hie  ViOK  PnemxirT  communicated  a  letter 
ftt>m  the  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  RepreeeDtatives 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  enolodng  the  oreden' 
tiab  of  Sahttxi.  Whits,  Esq.,  elected  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  dz  years, 
oommendag  on  the  4tli  day  of  Marob  next; 
and  they  were  read. 

Ordavd,  That  they  Ue  on  file. 


r,  January  96. 
Jamm  Boaa,  from  Pennsylvania,  attended. 

ToDsaDAT,  Janiiai7  97, 
l£r.  Boaa  preraitad  the  eeTeral  reprraenta- 
MoM  sad  memorials  of  Biohard  Baaset,  Egbert 
Benson,  Benjamin  Boorne,  William  Griffltb, 
Samuel  Hitohoook,  B.  F.  EW,  0.  Magill,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  O.  E.  Taylor,  William  Illghnian, 
and  OHrer  Woloott,  Jnosea  of  the  olronlt  ooorts 
under  tbe  late  act,  eotiued  "An  act  to  proride 
fyr  the  more  ocNnTeoioit  organiza&Hi  of  the 
eonrta  of  the  United  States;"  statjog  ttiat 
rinoe  the  repeal  of  the  said  act,  no  law  had 
been  made  for  awigning  to  tbem  the  ^^cation 
<tf  any  Jodtcdal  ftutctiona,  nor  has  any  prorislon 
been  made  Jbr  tbe  paymoit  of  tb^  stipnlated 
compensationB ;  and  moat  req>eotMlr  request- 
ing Ooagreae  to  review  the  existing  laws  with 
leqwot  lo  tite  officers  In  question;  and  the 
DteBiorials  were  read. 

Ordend,  That  they  be  referTed  to  Uesers. 
UoBBis,  Boas,  and  Datyon,  to  oondder  and  re- 

rl  tiMveMi,  and  that  tbe  memorials  be  printed 
the  uM  of  the  Senate.    The  memorial  ia  aa 
£>UowB- 


.if^t  h 
fTOTida  far  the  mare  egnTaniBDt  oiguuntion  of  tbe 
coniti  01  tin  United  Statw,'  Gcitaio  jiididal  oSoM 
vers  cnkted,  and  oonrta  MtablLAsd,  oaUad  oircnit 
oooita  of  thi  United  Stalei. 

In  ^rtu8  of  appointmenti  mads  nndsr  tbe  Con>tila> 
tioa  of  tha  United  States,  the  nadttcKgiied  bcoune 
vsited  witb  the  offlcei  ki  crested,  snd  receiTed  aom- 
miutcQi  aothoriiiiig  them  to  hold  tbe  ume,  with  tbe 
emohaaenti  tbenmnto  appertabuDg,  dniing  their 
good  behsvits'. 

Dniitu tbe Uit Nidoa  tauAfd  CoDgran  passed, 
\y  vhlon  die  BbOTe-nientiinied  law  tu  dedated  to 
be  repealed ;  daae  whlob  no  law  has  been  tnsdg  Gx 
swlgnine  lo  yoiir  memorialitt*  the  uecntioD  of  any 
jodidal  ihuetion*,  nor  baa  aoy  proTision  been  made 
for  the  ftinuttt  of  tludr  stipulated  competua^iiiie. 

Under  Uiesa  (urcmiutanoes,  and  ttnding  it  uipressly 
declared  In  Oie  Censtitalhm  of  the  United  States,  that 
"  Tbe  jaigKt  both  of  the  ■Dpreme  and  inferior  courts 
ebsU  hold  theii  cfficei  daring  good  behavior,  snd  ghaU, 
"  rtated  timet,  recQYB  for  ■■■-'- -- — '-"■  -  


at  stated  times,  recdve  for  their  Benricei  s  compen- 
sstion  wUcb  shall  not  be  diminished  daring  tbeir 


most  deliberate  cooslderatlaii,  are  eompeUed  to  repre- 
sent it  aa  tbelr  onidoD,  that  the  ri^ts  secored  to 
them  by  the  constitatirai,  aa  members  of  the  JiuKdal  ' 
Depsftmsnt,  have  been  facpidrad. 

With  dils  riaoere  conriatioQ,  and  hdoeoeed  by  a 
sense  ef  pnUio  dn^,  Aij  uMst  le^ectfuUy  request 
ofCcMtseetoieTteTT  the  eibtfaw' laws  whidi  leapeet 
tha  dbes  in  qnesdoo,  and  to  define  the  diiliea  to  be- 
performed  by  Qm  mderttgned,  by  snoh  pisriiionBaf 
■hall  be  oesinBteirt  with  the  conititatkm,  and  ^ 
copvenleat  admiolatratioa  of  jnstioe. 

Tbe  ri^t  of  the  imdentgned  to  tiieli  oampensa> 
tion%  tbey  Bnoeraij  believe  to  be  sacarad  by  tlia 
oonttitDtloii,  DotwiUutanding  ai^  modlBcatioit  of  tbe 
Jndidal  Department  vUclk,  in  the  cpfaiioa  of  Coa- 
sieas,  pablk  ooorenieDce  may  reoommeDd.  This 
ngh^  oomnrer,  inolring  a  perseaal  interest,  win  be 
eheerftilly  sobmitted  to  JtiMelal  eianitiiatton  and  da- 
cidon,  In  snch  mamMt  a>  die  irisdnn  and  InqMrtiaU^ 
of  CongreM  n^  prescribe^  • 

That  jodges  ebmld  not  be  dswirad  of  tbeir  cffioee 
or  DonpeiuadoBa  iritbeat  mlsbenarior  appean  to  tbe 
amoi«  tiie  first  and  best  eatab- 


lld»d  priaofplei  of  die  ijnerioan  oc  ,    

in  tbe  variona  lefcnDS  tbw  haxe  imdaigMM,  it  baa 
been  fmewrad  and  gnaided  with  iucreaaed  solidtndfc 

On  this  basis  ^  Constitntirai  of  tbe  Umtsd  States 
ha*  laid  the  fbondation  of  the  Judicial  Dqiaituen^ 
and  expressed  its  akeanlDg  in  terms  eqoally  plain  and 
peremptory.  * 

This  being  the  deliberate  and  solemn  opitdon  of 
the  aiidei^;ned,  tbe  dn^y  rt  tbelr  statUms  reqnira* 
that  tbey  ^ciiiU  declaie  it  to  tiie  Lepslative  body. 
They  regret  tbe  neoesrity  which  compels  them  to 
make  tiw  lepnsentatloa,  and  tbayoooflde  that  it'wfll 
be  attribnted  to  a  comiotion  that  Oiey  ongbt  net 


TnunsDAT,  FebraaiT  8. 

Jfemorial  <ff  JvdQtt. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 

took  bito  oondderation  tbe  report  of  the  oom- 


dbyGoo^Ie 
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fFaniKr,  IML 


mittee  on  the  Beveral  memomU  of  the  Jodges, 
,(uider  the  late  BOt  to  prOTide  for  the  more  ood- 
'venient  wraanlzatioii  of  the  oooTt«  of  the  Hmted 
States.    Jho  committee  report  as  follows : 

That  tlie  petitiown  vera  jodgai  of  certua  coarti, 
Inferior  to  iha  Sapnme  Court,  oonatihitAd  fay  an  act 
of  the  13tb  of  Febrnaij,  1801,  and  dolr  commuaiui- 
ed  to  hold  their  office*  daring  good  behavior. 

That,  while  holding  and  eiercioog  their  o(Bc«ij  an 
act  vu  pu»d  on  the  8th  of  Mar<£  lut,  to  repeal 
the  nid  sot  of  the  13th  of  Febmiu;,  ISOl,  and  tranafer 
the  lintiea  <i  the  aaid  jadgea  from  ihsm  to  otheia. 

That  a  qneition  hai  ariiea  whether,  bj  reuon  of 
the  pramiaea,  the  laid  patitionenbe  deprived  of  thur 

That  thia  qneition,  depending  on  the  conatraotiini 
of  the  Ikwa  and  CocutitDtioD  of  the  United  States,  ia 
notpK^erl;  cognizable  by  the  Senate.  ' 

The  committee,  dierafore,  ooncelTe  it  improper 
either  to  |^Te  reaaona  or  oinren  opiniona ;  bnt  th^ 
eoaaider  it  a*  a  qneation  erf'  high  aod  terioni  import, 
and  belicTe  that  a  apeedy  ioTeatig&tloa  and  finiit  de- 
ei^on  ia  of  great  momeat  to  the  commonwealth. 

Whenfbce,  Ihaj  aabmit  the  following  reeolatios  ■ 

Budttd,  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  Statu 
be  reqneated  to  came  an  infomwtion,  in  the  natnre 
of  ■  gw  vomM^e,  to  be  filed  by  the  Attorney  Greoe- 
ml  againit  Richaid  Bueet,  one  nf  the  aajd  petujoneia, 
fbr  the  pnrpoM  of  deciding  judicially  on  their  claima 

Ur.  UoBBiB  said,  I  rise,  Mr.  Pbssident,  (u 
ohairman  of  the  committee  whose  report  yon 
hare  JnaC  had  the  goodneas  to  read,  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  expluning  their  reasons.  If  this  were 
a  eommon  or  an  ordiDary  oootdon,  if  no  heats 
had  been  exdted,  if  there  were  no  unpleasant, 
no  tormenting  recollections,  a  nieasnre  eo  plain, 
so  easy,  so  nrnple,  wonld  reqnire  neither  argu- 
ment nor  persuasion.  It  wonld  be  adopted  for 
its  own  interior  evidence,  and  from  the  general 
sense  of  proprie^.  Unhappily,  sir,  this  is  not 
the  case.  Berioos  diSerenoes  of  opinion  have 
eidsted,  and  still  exist  on  the  snl^ect  with  which 
It  is  connected.  From  these  have  ariaea  di»- 
.  pates,  divisions,  btokerings.  There  is  not,  I  fear, 
In  the  minds  of  men,  that  calm  impartiality 
which  is  needflil  to  fair  investigation.  There 
remains  mnch  of  pr^ndice,  of  irritability. 

Yoor  committee  have  parsned  the  oonne 
which  appeared  to  be  proper,  not  onljr  in  iteel^ 
bnt  according  to  the  existent  ciroamstanoes. 
Gentlemen  will  eadly  nee  that  they  might  have 
made  an  elaborate  report,  containing  a  long  de- 
tAtl  of  reaaons  to  establish  afororite  conotn^on; 
and  a  slight  knowledge  of  the  forms  of  bn^neas 
will  show,  that  they  might  have  placed  timt  re- 
port at  length  on  yoor  jonmals.  Bat  wonld 
this  have  been  r^ht)  Would  it  have  tended 
t«  conoiliate?  Wonld  it  have  been  a  proper 
retnm  for  the  noanimity  with  which  yoor  com- 
mittee was  chosen  I  Bnrely  it  wonld  not;  and 
is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  good  citisui  to  heal, 
as  far  as  posuble^  the  wounds  of  society  I  To 
calm  those  irritsdona  which  disturb  its  repoeel 
To  remove  all  things  whioh  may  alarm,  torment, 
or  exaoerbate  t 

Mr.  Preeident,  yonr  committee  have  no  inten- 
tion, no  wish  to  revive  a  disoasdon  of  p(»nta 


already  settled.  While  the  act  of  lart  hmou 
waa  i^  agitaUon,  we  oppoaed  it  steadily,  poti- 
nactondy.  Bnt  that  act  has  become  a  Uw,  sol 
to  the  anthority  of  the  law  we  bow  snbmiMvely. 
While  in  Bnq«nse,  we  tbouf^t  it  onr  doty,  m 
Senators,  to  oppose  it  Bat  rince  it  has  been 
adopted,  aooording  to  the  forms  of  the  oomtite- 
tion,  we  know  that  as  citizens  we  are  bomd  to 
obey.  With  these  deep  impreasioiis,  then,  of 
what  is  dne  to  the  sapreme  Law  of  our  land,  I 
ahall  proceed  to  the  report  of  year  ccxmnittea, 
and  endeavor  to  explain  its  several  Dorta 

Oentlemen  will  peroeive  that  tne  qnestiafl 
which  the  memorialists  have  SQbmitted  to  ov 
investigation  is,  whether  the  law  of  last  senioii 
has  deprived  them  of  their  office  of  jadga.  Tour 
committee  consider  this  qnestion  as  not  b«ng 
cognizable  by  the  Senate.  It  is  not  for  tbe 
Senate,  nor  the  Representatives,  nor  both  cco- 
bined,  to  interpret  their  own  acta.  ¥e  ire  a 
part  of  the  Legislature,  A  part  of  the  Eiea- 
tive  power  is  abo  delegated  to  as.  If  the  Jodi- 
clary  be  added,  it  will  oonatitnte  a  ^raiuiy.  h 
is,  indeed,  the  very  definition  tf  tytuny  wfatcb 
hs«  been  given  by  those  beat  aoqnunted  with 
the  snbjeet  This  Senate  can  have  no  wish  to 
arrogate  power.  It  is  too  Jnst,  too  wise.  If  a 
sense  of  prtqirietjy  did  not  prevent,  pmdenca 
alone  would  forbid  the  attempt.  This  body  ii 
too  feeble  for  the  exercise  of  ao  mnch  authority. 
Its  form,  its  constitution,  the  mode  and  maoDer 
of  ite  creation  and  eiisteitce,  the  strength  tad 
structure  of  its  members,  render  it  ino^wU  of 


press  their  belief,  that  the  qneeticm  ibooM  be 
H>eedllv  settled.  I  leanwd  in  earl;  youth,  frna 
the  volnmes  of  profesMoaal  aoieoce,  that  it  it 
expedient  for  the  Commonwealth  that  a  apeedy 
end  shoold  be  pat  to  litigation;  and  ifit  be  im- 
portant that  litigation  should  eease  betwea 
man  and  man,  how  nmoh  more  important  (hit 
a  litigated  point  of  pabUo  right,  wtuoli  interest* 
and  agitates  the  whole  oommniu^,  Aonld  be 
laid  at  rest?  And  if  this  be  important  in  the 
general  conrae  of  things,  ia  it  not,  nDdaprmot 
cironmstancea,'  indispensable  t  And  how  is  it 
to  be  eflfeotedr  Bf  an  exertion  of  I^giriaiiTe 
might ;  by  force.  Bemember,  force  witt  eicite 
resuitanoe.  Snoh  is  the  nature  ctf  the  homia 
heart  Free  citizens  revolt  with  disdain 
exercise   of  force.      Bat  ji 


WbM 
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pn-oper  tribnnala,  all  will  bow  to  its  anthority. 
Too,  then,  may  expect  a  fhlL  and  qniet,«M 
general  aolmiission.  Bnt  witile  it  is  littgatM 
and  uncertain  what  the  law  is,  diSbrenoes  will 
exist,  and  discord  w^l  prevuL 

It  is  under  these  impreesioBa,  sir,  that  ynr 
committee  have  presnmed  to  oflbr  the  rssoh* 
tions on yonr table;  andassmneof  UMtechniesI 
terms  may  not  be  familiar  to  eveir  geotkrai^ 
it  may  be  proper  to  State  the  kind  ni  ^roMO- 
ingwhioh  u  recommended. 

The  attom^  general,  or,  aa  he  ia  di 
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in  French  idiom,  tlie  pnblio  accuser,  will  instd- 
tata,  before  the  proper  trihniul,  an  inqnirj  bv 
what  authority  thwe  men  cUim  to  hold  bm 
exerciee  the  office  of  jadge.  It  will  then  be  in- 
cumbent apon  them,  either  to  disolum  the  office, 
alid  thcD  tLere  U  anendof  theqaestion;  or  else 
(claiming  it)  to  estaUish  their  right.  And  to  do 
this,  tlwj  most  prove  two  thin^ ;  first,  that  the 
office  enata,  and  secondlj,  that  of  right  it  be- 
longs to  than.  Failing  <rf  either,  tbdr  t^aim  is 
gone. 

Now,  sir,  it  maj  be  well  to  consider  the  deci- 
dom  which  may  be  made,  and  their  probable 
effeoL  I  take  it  for  sranted,  that  these  gentle- 
men, who  have  asked  a  Jnt^cial  decisioa,  will 
not  disclaim,  and  that  whatever  judgment  may 
be  given  in  the  flmt  iiutance,  the  caaae  will  be 
hrooght  tjp  to  the  Supreme  Oonrt.  Ifthejudg- 
iDcnts  in  tne  last  resort,  should  be  (as  It  proba- 
bly woold  be)  against  the  cLum,  all  complaint 
will  be  qnieted,  and  all  opposition  will  cease. 
Borne  then,  indeed,  might  triomph.  For  my 
own  part,  I  should  find  in  it  great  consolation — 
the  oonaolation  of  knowing  that,  however  wrong 
may  have  been  my  own  opinions,  the  Supreme 
Legislature  of  my  country  have  done  right.  The 
pride  of  opinion  might,  indeed,  be  wounded; 
tmt  Ood  forbid,  that  from  motives  of  pride,  or 
from  any  other  motive,  I  should  hear,  without 
deep  oonoerm  that  the  Legislature  of  my  ooontry 
have  violated  that  sacred  charter  fr^  whi<di 
they  derive  thmr  aathority  I 

But  soppoee  an  (pinion  different,  oontrarient, 
or  the  ^eiy  reverse  (for  that  also  is  possible.) 
Will  the  Jndgee  mdely  declare  that  yon  have 
violated  the  oonstitntlon,  onmindfcd  of  yonr 
duty,  and  regardless  of  yonr  oath  I  No.  With 
that  deoenoy  which  tieoomes  the  Jndidal  ohai^ 
act«r;  that  decency  which  upholds  national 
dignity  and  impreases  obedience  on  the  pnhlio 
wul ;  that  decent^,  the  handmaid  of  the  gntoea, 
which  more  adorns  a  masistrate  than  ermine, 
aye,  tiian  royal  robes ;  witn  that  decency  wbioh 
to  peonliarly  befits  their  state  and  condition, 
they  will  declare  what  the  Legialatore  meant. 
They  will  never  presome  to  believe,  mnoh  less 
to  declare,  that  yon  meant  to  violate  the  oon- 
stitntion.  There  will  be  no  dongeroos  and  hat^ 
fnl  clashing  of  public  anthorities.  They  will 
nevw  question  the  exercise  of  that  high  disore- 
tion  with  which  yon  are  invested.  They  will 
not  deny  your  full  gnpremacy.    They  will  not 


views.  They  will  respect  you  so  long  as  they 
preaerve  a  dne  reepect  for  thenuelvea.  They 
will  declare,  that  In  assigning  duties  to  one 
officer,  and  taking  them  from  another,  you  have 
to  otWHult  only  your  own  oonTiotioue  of  what 
the  iaterast  or  convenience  of  the  people  may 
require.  They  will  modestly  oouclnoe,  that  you 
did  not  mean  to  abolish  the  offlcea  'which  the 
constitution  had  forbidden  yon  to  abolish ;  and, 
therefore,  finding  th^  it  was  not  your  iutenUon 
to  abolish,  the^  will  declare  that  the  offices  still 
exist.  Snoh,  ar,  wonld  be.the  lansnage  of  your 
supreme  JniUdaiy,  from  the  high  sense  they 


entertain  of  their  duty.  And,  if  it  were  decent 
to  suggest  in  this  Senate,  that  they  were  lost  to 
a  sense  of  duty,  can  it  be  believed,  that  a  few 
feeble  jodges  wiU  dare  oppose  themselves  to  the 
power  of  Uie  Legislature? 

The  YioB  PszBiDENT  rose,  and  siud  he  must 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  point  in 
disoUBsioD,  which  was,  whether  the  Benate  would 
request  the  Pre^dent  to  cause  a  process  to  be 
instituted  for  the  purpose  of  asoertoiningwhether 
the  petitioners  stiJ]  hold  the  office  of  judge.  On 
this  question,  it  could  not  be  in  order  to  go 
back  to  a  law  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  to 
disouaa  the  merits  of  that  law. 

l£r.  JxoKSOB  add,  it  appeared  bv  the  memo- 
rial that  the  petitioners  considered  themselves 
as  being  still  Jadges,  notwithstanding  the  law 
of  last  seesion.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  could . 
not  be  out  of  order  to  show  that  that  act  de- 
prived them  of  their  offices. 

Itr.  Wbioht  premised,  that  he  would  endeavor 
to  confine  hia  remarks  to  the  point  before  the 
Senate.  He  felt  no  disposition  to  travel  again 
over  the  ground  which  had  been  tfaversed  at 
the  last  session. 

The  petition  was  addressed  to  both  Houses, 
and  prayed  for  two  things ;  first,  that  Oongreea, 
in  th^  Legislative  capacity,  would  asugn  to 
the  petitioners  some  Judicial  duties ;  and  sec- 
ondly, that  they  would  authorize  a  Judicial  in- 
vestigation of  their  filwim  to  compensation.  The 
committee,  therefore,  ought  to  have  confined 
their  inquiries  to  these  points,  and  to  have  re- 
ported accordingly.  Instead  of  that,  they  had 
reported  a  resolution,  whichj  if  adopted,  would 
be  neither  a  grant  nor  a  denial  of  the  prayer  of 
the  petition.  In  doing  this,  the  committee  bad 
exceeded  theur  powers,  and  proposed  a  measure 
which  the  Benate  its^  was  not  authorized  to 

"Mr.  V,  took  a  review  of  the  oonstitntional 
powers  of  the  Senate,  in  its  LegLsIative  and  Ex- 
ecutive capacities,  and  inquired.  Have  we  any 
constitutional  authority  to  make  such  a  request 
of  the  President  I  In  what  part  of  the  oonatitu- 
tion  is  snoh  power  delegated  to  this  House  I 
Are  weto  make  the  request  as  private  gentiomen, 
or  as  a  oonstitntional  organ  of  the  Oovermnent. 
If  as  private  gentlemen,  the  act  would  dearly  be 
a  nullity ;  the  Preeident  would  still  be  at  liberty 
to  comply  with  the  requeet,  or  not,  as  he  might 
think  proper.  If  as  a  ooastitational  organ  of 
the  Qovemment,  where  is  the  power  given 
to  the  Benate  ?  And  what  would  be  the  remedy 
k  he  should  refuse  to  comply!  The  Senate  U 
the  constitutional  adviser  of  the  Fresdent  in 
the  formation  of  treaties,  and  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  ofBcera,  &o.  The  constitution  expressly 
declares  that  the  Freddent  shall  exerdse  these 
powers  by  and  with  the  advioe  and  consent  of 
the  Senate.  Here,  then,  it  is  their  right  and 
th«r  daty  to  advise  him.  But  the  oonstitucioa 
farther  says :  "  He  shall  take  core  that  tiie  laws 
be  faithfully  executed."  Have  the  Senate  any 
authority  to  advise  him  as  to  the  ^thfnl  eie- 
cotion  of  the  lawsl    They  can  f"  ""  '""'•"- 
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than  they  are  expnaslj  oonmusdimed  by  the 
ooDititDtioc.  The  gpecifloation  of  puttonlar 
ExeoQtire  powera,  hj  the  oonaUtutioD,  is  a  de- 
nial of  «11  othei^  Admimio  tuitw  mt  tutlutw 
alteriu*  ;  and,  as  the  oonBtitntioa  has  giren  no 
power  to  this  effeot,  it  follows  that  no  such 
power  can  be  ezeroised  by  the  Senate.  If  the 
oonrts  have  power  to  try  ths  Talidit;  of  laws 
of  OoQgreas,  they  can  ezeroise  that  power  M 
well  withont  the  authority  of  this  rMolotion  aa 
itUh  it  If  ther  have  not  the  power,  neither 
tlida  Eonse  nor  the  LegiBlatare  oan  give  tt  them, 
^le  dntiea  and  the  powers  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt 
are  defined  by  the  oonstitDtian.  Shonld  the  Sen- 
ate, then,  adopt  the  reaolntion,  the  Bnpreme 
Gonrt  would  have  no  power  to  sot  nnder  it, 
ttnleaa  that  power  is  given  by  the  oonstitDtion. 
Let  OS,  then,  examine  theantbori^  of  this  eoorL' 
Ibo  oonstitntion  aaya;  "In  all  eases  alfootlng 
Ambassador^  other  pnblie  Uinister&  and  Oon- 
snls,  and  tboee  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party, 
the  Bnpreme  Oonrt  ehall  have  ori^nal  Jarisdic- 
tiaa."  Win  the  gentlemen  say  that  these  JndgM 
are  ambaasadon,  other  pnblio  minlsten  or  oon- 
en^  or  that  they  are  a  state  t  If  not,  tbe  Sn- 
preme  Oonrt  can  have  no  Jarisdiotion  of  the 
ease,  and  the  committee  have  imposed  upon  the 
Senate  a  reeolnticxi  which  they  bad  no  antiior- 
ity  to  snbniiL  As  to  the  law  of  the  last  sesaon, 
by  which  these  Jadgee  had  been  depriTod  of 
their  offices,  Ur.  W.  had  no  fear  that  the  Sd- 
preme  Oonrt,  or  any  body  else  would  attempt 
to  set  it  aside.  The  whole  nation  has  approved 
the  measure,  as  many  of  those  who  opposed  it 
have  &tally  ezperienoed. 

The  qo^tion  on  agreeing  to  the  reaolntion 
was  now  taken,  and  detennuied  in  the  n^ative 
—yeas  18,  nays  IS,  as  follows ; 

Yuls.— Ug«n.  Dsyton,  Dwl^t,  Forter,  HnOunM, 
Howard,  J.  Huon,  Horrii,  Ogdm,  Olcott,  Plnmar, 
Ron,  Tracy,  Walk,  tad  VUta^ 

Nats.  —  Hem    Andenon,    Bsldwiii,    Bra ^ , 

Bieckenridn,  Brown,  CliofciB,  Cooks,  JEUny,  T. 
Potter,  Jacftion,  Logan,  moholat,  SUoe,  SiUDler, 
andWilgfat 

Ordered,  That  the  memorialists  hare  leare 
to  withdraw  their  memorial. 

UoRDAT,  Fehroory  14. 
Th»  Ximmippi  Qwitum. 

After  the  Senate  had  finished  ite  delibera- 
tions npoii  the  Legislative  business  before  it — 

Mr.  Rose  rose  and  said,  that  although  he 
came  from  a  part  of  the  coontry  where  the  lat« 
events  npon  the  Wsrisrinri  had  exdted  great 
alarm  and  aoUdtnde,  he  nad  hitherto  Jbrbonie 
the  erarearicn  of  bis  tentimanto,  or  to  bring 
forwara  any  meantre  relative  to  the  m^nMifi- 
abl^  omrewive  oondnot  of  tiie  offloen  of  the 
Spanish  GoTemment  at  New  Orleans.    He  had 


^deration ;  bat,  leeiiig  the  session  now  drawing 
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to  a  close,  withont  any  snoh  pt^tosltion,  b* 
ooold  not  reooncnle  a  longer  nienoe  titber  lo 
his  own  sense  of  pro]»iety  w  to  the  datf  hi 
owed  to  his  (wnstitnente.  He  wonld  not  mjs- 
sent  lo  go  home  withont  making  tm»  eSbrt, 
however  feeble  or  iiDsnoeesaAd,  to  avert  tba 
calamity  whioh  threatened  the  Western  comitn. 
Present  appearanoes,  he  oonftased,  bat  litu* 
jnatiflod  the  hope  that  any  thing  he  nl^t  pro- 
poae  wonld  be  adopted,  y^  It  would  tt  Imi 
affbrd  lum  some  ocmsolation,  hcreafhr,  thtt  bt 
had  done  his  duty,  when  vto  tboim  was  »f- 

Eroochlng,  by  warning  those  who  had  paver 
1  their  hands  of  tiie  means  which  oo^t  to  Iw 
employed  to  resist  iC 

He  was  fnlly  aware  that  the  EzeooliTetftlis 
United  States  bod  acted;  tliat  hehadKotsD 
EnvOT  Extraordinary  to  EoTope.  ThitwMtbs 
raooHar  im>v{noe,  and  perlu^ia  tt»  dn^  of  tlM 
Frerident;  He  wonld  not  say  that  it  wsa  tm- 
wise  in  this  state  of  onr  aAin  to  preptie  for 
remonstranoe  and  n^otiation,  mndi  ha  wis 
be  then  abont  to  propoae  any  meaane  ihit 
wotdd  thwart  uogotiatitm,  or  embanM  tlis 
Prerident.  OntbeoUier  band,lie«iteoDTin»> 
ed  that  more  than  negotialian  was  atooltuly 
oeoeesary,  that  more  power  and  more  nwus 
ong^t  to  bo  g^vm  to  the  President  in  ordtr  lo 
rendu  his  negotiationa  effieadons.  Ooald  the 
President  proceed  fiirther,  even  if  bt  tboo^t 
more  v^oroos  measures  ]«opw  and  emedMnt' 
Was  it  In  hia  power  to  r^»el  wad  pei^  Uk  id- 
diffnitypnt  npon  the  natjout  Ooold  hsBWths 
poUio  foroe  to  redress  onr  wTonpI  Ccrt^nly 
not  Thismnstbe  theaotitf  Oongitas.  Tinj 
are  now  to  Judge  of  nlterior  measurai  tbef 
must  give  the  power,  and  vote  the  nmu  to 
vindicate,  in  a  beooming  manner,  the  womded 
hmor  ud  the  best  iotenste  rfthe  oomdrj. 

Hr.  B.  said,  beheld  in  bis  hai^  oerttii  na>- 
Intiona  for  that  parpoeei  and,  b«Are  be  oBml 
them  to  the  Beoate,  he  wonld  (UUy  eqdun  his 
reascms  for  brining  them  forward  sad  frevng 
them  with  eamcBtnaBs^  as  the  Net  tjim  the 
United  States  ooold  now  pnnatL 

It  was  oert^nly  v ' ' "  "^ 


tame  of  that  body  In  stating  tbst  «•  bad  a 
solemn  explicit  trea^  with  Spdn;  that  tlui 
treaty  bad  been  waotonly  sod  nnpronktdtf 
violated,  not  onh- in  iriiat  related  tetbtlGw- 


reiypsrtrf 

tKe  ooean,  where  Spanidi  anted  vusui  >»* 
the  American  flag;  Tlieae  qxdiatioDtwania 
immense  magnitude^  and  demanded  tbt  sniI 
serioos  notice  of  our  Govtavsiwt.  iW  ^ 
been  followed  by  an  indigni^aiida  ^retts- 
fraetion  of  onr  treaty  relative  to  the  lliHM>I% 
which  Ixm  an  aqteot  not  to  be  ^moiUm  « 

To  the  free  navigation  of  that  rivsrwt  Ltl 
an  nndonbted  ri^t  ftom  natnre,  and  frots  ui 
poritton  of  oar  Weatem  eonntry.  Vot  i^V 
and  the  right  of  deposit  in  the  irisnd  of  &«* 
Orleans,  had  been  solemnly  acknowlMlged  ud 
flxedbytrea^inlTM.    That  treaty  hsd  w« 
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in  actual  operatiwi  and  exeontion  (br  many 
yeara;  and  now,  withont  my  pretence  of  abnse 
or  TioUtioD  on  our  part,  tho  offioera  of  the 
Spaniah  Govenunent  deny  the  ri^t,  reChse  the 
plaM  of  depo^  and  add  the  moet  offisDnve  of 
all  Inaol^  by  forbiddjng  aa  fnui  imiAmp  on 
any  part  of  taelr  territory,  and  ehntUng  na  ont 


By  wbom  baa  this  oatrage  been  offered?  By 
thoee  who  hare  MHutantly  aokoowledged  our 
right,  and  now  tell  m  that  they  are  no  longer 
ownms  of  the  oonntryl  They  bare  given  it 
away,  and,  becaoM  they  hare  no  longer  a  right 
themaelvea,  therefore,  they  tarn  w  ont,  wtio 
barean.nndonbtedrightl  Sooh  an  inimlt,  moh 
BcproToked  malignity  of  oondoct,  no  nation  but 
thia  would  affect  to  miatalie.  And  yet  we  not 
only  bedtate  as  to  tbe  oonrae  which  interest 
and  honor  call  ns  to  pnrsne,  bat  we  bear  it 
with  padenoe,  tamenna,  and  qiparent  nnoon- 


Str,  Bud  l£r,  R^  whom  does  thia  infraotion  of 
the  treaty  and  the  natnral  ri^tBof  tbisoonntry 
most  intimately  afibotl  If  the  wound  inflicted 
on  national  honor  be  not  sensibly  felt  by  the 
whole  nation,  is  there  not  a  lai^  portion  of 
yonr  dtixaaa  esMwed  to  immediate  min  by  a 
oimtioaanee  of  Utis  state  of  things  f  The  oa- 
lami^  lights  npon  all  those  who  live  npon  the 
Western  watera.    More  than  half  a  milhon  of 


yoor  dlicais  are  by  this  ont  off  from  a  market. 
What  would  be  the  language,  what  would  be 
the  Deelingi  of  gentlemen  in  this  Hoow,  were 
BQcb  an  indisni^  offered  on  the  Atlantio  coasti 
What  woold  they  say  if  the  Chesapeake,  tbe 
Delaware,  or  the  Bay  of  New  York  were  sbnt 
np,  and  m  egress  [»uhibited  by  a  foreign  pow- 
er! And  yet  nimeof  these  waters  emlraie  the 
interests  of  so  many  as  the  HisaisaippL  The 
nnmbera  and  the  property  aflbcted  by  shnttine 
tbi«  river,  are  greyer  than  anything  that  oonla 
follow  by  the  blockade  of  a  river  on  the  At- 
lantio ooAst.  Every  part  of  the  Union  waa 
eqaaBy  entitled  to  protectloa,  and  no  good 
reason  oonld  be  offered  why  one  part  aboold 
be  lees  attended  to  tiian  another. 

Fortnnately  for  tbia  coantry,  there  coald  be 
no  donbt  in  the  present  case ;  our  national  right 
had  been  acknowledged,  ana  solemnly  secured 
by  treaty.  The  treat;  bad  been  long  in  a  state 
(sexeonldon.  It  waa  violated  and  denied  with- 
out provocation  or  apolc^.  The  treaty  then 
-WM  no  tecnrity.  Thia  evident  right  waa  one, 
tbe  seenri^  of  whioh  ongbt  not  to  be  precarl- 
ODS :  it  was  indiipensable  that  the  enjoyment  of 
it  sbonM  be  plftoed  beyond  all  donbt  He  de- 
dared  it  tfa^rfbre  to  be  his  firm  and  matnre 
cpinion,  that  so  important  a  right  would  Jtevet 
be  secme,  while  the  month  of  the  Hiaslsaippl 
waa  erclnsively  In  -Qie  bands  of  the  Spanisi^. 
C*q>rice  and  enmity  occasion  constant  interrap- 
tion.  Prom  the  very  position  of  our  conntry 
from  its  geographical  shape,  from  motives  of 
complete  independence,  tbe  command  of  the 
*jfftioQ  of  the  river  ooght  to  be  in  onr 


navuatii 
bands. 


We  are  now  wanbwly  provoked  to  take  it. 
Hostility  in  its  most  ofifannve  daipe  has  been 
offered  by  those  who  disciaim  all  right  to  the 
soil  and  the  sovereignty  of  that  country — a 
hoetili^  fiUal  to  tbe  happiness  of  the  Western 
world.  Why  not  sdie  then  what  ia  so  essential 
to  OH  ss  a  nation  t  Why  not  expel  tbe  wron^^ 
doers?— wrongdoers  by  their  own  ocmfeHsioo, 
to  whom  by  a  s^znre  we  are  doing  no  ii^ary. 
Paper  contract^  or  treaties,  have  proved  too 
feeble.  Plant  yonrselves  on  the  river,  fortify 
tbe  banks,  invite  those  who  have  an  interest  at 
stake  to  defend  it:  do  jnstioeto  jonrselveewbes 
yonr  adversaries  deny  it;  end  leave  the  event 
to  Him  who  controls  the  fate  of  nations. 

Why  snbmit  to  a  tardy,  uncertain  negiriia- 
tion,  as  the  only  means  of  reguning  what  yoB 
have  lost :  a  negotiation  with  those  who  have 
wronged  ^on;  with  those  who  declare  they 
have  no  nght  at  the  moment  they  deprive  yon 
of  yonrs)  When  in  poseason,  yon  wiU  nem- 
tiate  with  more  advantage.  Ton  will  then  tie 
in  the  condition  to  keep  others  onL  Yon  will 
be  in  the  actual  exercise  cf  Jurisdiction  over 
all  yonr  daims;  your  people  will  have  the 
benefits  of  a  lawM  commerce.  When  yonr 
determinatitm  is  known,  you  will  make  an  easy 
and  an  honorable  acoommodation  with  any 
other  claimant.  The  present  possessors  have 
no  pretence  to  complain,  for  they  have  no 
right  to  tbe  oonntiy  by  tneir  own  confhsaion. 
The  Western  people  will  discover  that  yon 
are  making  every  effort  they  eould  desire  for 
their  protection.  They  will  ardently  sapport 
yon  in  the  contest,  if  a  contest  becomes  ne- 
oeewry.  Their  all  will  be  at  stake,  and  ndtber 
their  seal  nor  their  courage  need  be  doubled. 

Suppose  that  this  oonrse  be  not  now  pursued. 
Let  me  warn  gentlemen  how  tb^  triSe  with 
tbe  feelings,  the  hopes,  and  tbe  tears  of  sach 
a  body  of  men,  who  inhabit  the  Western  wa- 
ters. Let  everv  honorable  man  pat  the  qnes> 
tion  to  himsdi;  how  wonld  half  a  mijiioD 
round  him  be  affected  by  snoh  a  calamity,  and 
no  prompt  meaanres  taken  by  the  Government 
to  redress  itt  These  men  have  arms  in  nhdr 
bands ;  tbe  same  arms  with  which  they  proved 
victorious  over  their  savage  neighbors  They 
have  a  daring  spirit ;  they  hove  ample  means  of 
subsistence;  and  they  have  men  disposed  to 
lead  them  on  to  revenge  their  wrongs.  Arc 
yon  certwu  that  they  will  wait  the  end  of  ne- 

C.tjon?  When  tney  hear  that  nothing  has 
done  for  their  immediate  relief,  they  will 
probably  take  their  resolntion  and  act.  Indeed, 
from  all  -we  have  heard,  there  is  great  reason 
to  believe  that  they  wi^  or  that  they  may 
have  already  taken  that  rewriution. 

They  know  the  natore  of  tbe  obstruction, 
they  luiow  the  weakness  of  the  country ;  they 
are  sure  of  present  eucoees,  and  they  have  a 
bold  river  'to  bear  them  fbrward  to  the  place  of 
action.  They  only  want  a  leader  to  oondoct 
them,  and  it  wonld  be  strai^e,  if  with  snob 
means  and  sach  a  spirit,  a  leader  should  not 
BOcm  present  himselC 
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preaeiit  oppreeaora,  uid  thst  in  the  end  they 
overpowerod  and  defeated  b;  t.  stronger  foe 
than  the  present  feeble  posseaeore.  The;  will 
never  return  to  yon,  for  jon  oannot  protect 
them.  TbeT'  will  make  the  best  compromise 
they  can  with  the  power  commaodin^  the 
month  of  the  river,  wno,.in  effect,  has  thereby 
the  command  of  their  fortnnea.  WtU  aaeh  a 
bargain  be  of  light  or  trivial  moment  to  the  At- 
lantic States.  Bnonaparte  will  then  say  to  yon 
my  French  West  India  colonies,  and  those  of 
my  allies,  can  be  sapplied  from  my  colony  of 
Louisiana,  with  fionr,  pork,  beef,  lumber,  and 
any  other  neceeaaiy.  These  articles  can'  be 
oorried  bv  my  own  ships,  navigated  by  mj  own 
a^on.  If  yon,  on  the  Atlantic  ooast,  wish  to 
trade  with  my  colonies  in  those  articles,  yon 
innst  pw  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  of  an  im- 
post We  wont  no  further  snppliee  from  yon, 
and  revenae  to  France  must  be  the  condition  of 
all  fntnre  interconrse.  What  will  yon  say  to 
thist  It  will  be  vain  to  addren  yonr  Western 
brethren,  and  ooraplain  yonr  oommeroe  is  mined, 
yonr  revenue  dwindles,  and  yonr  condition  ' 
■  desperate.  They  wiU  reply  that  yon  came  n 
to  their  aasist&noe  in  the  only  moment  yon 
eonid  have  saved  them ;  that  yon  balanced 
between  national  honor  and  sordid  Interest, 
and  saffered  them,  to  be  borne  down  and  snb- 
dned,  at  a  time  when  for  a  trifle  yon  conld  have 
seonred  the  Mississippi ;  that  now  their  interest 
must  be  consulted,  and  it  forbade  any  as^stanoe 
to  yon,  when  following  in  the  same  train  of 
rain  which  overwhelmed  them.  If  the  evil 
does  not  immediately  proceed  the  taM  length  of 
disnnion,  yet  the  strength,  the  nnity  of  exer- 
tion, the  anion  of  interest  will  be  gone.  We  are 
no  longer  one  people,  and  representativee  from 
that  part  of  the  country  in  oar  poblio  councils, 
will  partake  of  the  spirit  and  breathe  the  senti- 
ments of  a  distinct  nation ;  they  will  rob  yon  of 
yonr  pnblic  lands ;  they  will  not  gnbmit  to  taxes ; 
they  will  form  a  prdle  ronnd  the  Southern  States, 
which  may  be  denominated  a  foreign  yoke,  and 
render  the  sitnataon  of  that  country  very  precari- 
OOB  as  to  Its  peace  and  past  oonnectioDs.  Indeed, 
svery  aspect  of  snch  a  state  of  things  is  gbomy 
and  alarming  to  mea  who  take  the  tronhle  of  re- 
flecting npon  it. 

Where  is  the  nation,  ancient  or  modem,  that 
has  borne  snch  treatment  without  resen^ent 
or  resistance  t  Where  is  the  nation  that  will 
respect  another  that  is  paamve  nnder  snch  hnmi- 
Uating  d^radation  and  disgrace)  Tonr  outlet 
to  market  closed,  next  they  will  trample  yon 
under  foot  npon  your  own  territory  which  bor- 
ders upon  theirs !  Yet  yon  will  not  stir,  you  will 
not  arm  a  single  man ;  yon  will  negotiate  I  Ne- 

Ktiation  alone,  nnder  snch  circnmatanocs,  most 
hopeless.  No.  Go  forward,  rempve  the  ag- 
gressors, clear  away  the  obstrnctions,  restore 
yonr  possession  with  your  nwn  band,  and  nse 
Tonr  sword  if  resistance  be  ofibred.  OaD  upon 
ibose  who  are  most  fqjnred,  to  redress  tbem- 
telvee ;  yon  have  only  to  give  the  oall,  yon  have- 1 


men  enough  near  to  the  scene,  witbont  Bending 
a  man  from  this  side  the  monntuns ;  force  suf- 
ficient, and  more  than  snffideut,  for  a  prompi 
eiecnaon  of  yonr  orden.  If  money  beiow- 
Ject,  one  half  of  the  money  which  would  In 
oonsamad  and  toet  by  delay  ajd  negotialiais 
woiild  pnt  yon  in  posseedon ;  then  joa  maj 
negotiate  whether  you  AtU  abandon  it  tai  ga 
ont  again. 

I  say,  also,  let  ns  go  and  rednM  onraelrM; 
yon  will  have  the  whole  nation  ifithjou.  On 
no  question  since  the  Declaraticm  of  Indeptii- 
denoe,  haa  the  nation  been  so  nnaniinam  is 
npon  this.  We  have  at  different  times  snfiered 
great  indignity  and  outrages  from  different  Eon- 
pean  Powers ;  bnt  none  so  palpable,  m  Jmi- 
ousable,  so  provoking,  or  of  snch  msgiutDde  in 
their  consequences,  as  this.  Upon  none  liti 
pnblic  opinion  united  so  generally  u  t)ii&  It 
IS  true  we  have  a  lamentable  diTi^n  of  polid- 
cal  opinion  among  ns,  which  haa  produced  mndi 
mischief;  and  may  produce  much  gnater  thu 
any  we  have  yet  felt.  On  this  questioi.  pvtj 
spirit  onght  to  sink  and  disappear.  Xt  <^ii- 
ions  are  well  known,  and  are  not  likelj  to 
change;  but  I  candidly,  and  with  all  possiUg 
sincerity,  declare  my  conviction  to  be  dfti, 
that  there  will  not  be  a  dissenting  vwceintiis 
Western  country  if  this  course  be  taken ;  thit » 
far  as  my  own  abilities  go,  they  shall  b«  wwtrf 
to  the  utmost  to  snpport  it;  and  I  know  tkl 
my  friends  on  this  floor  witii  whom  I  hiteloog 
thonght  and  acted,  have  too  high  a  refinl  k« 
the  national  honor,  and  the  best  inteneli  l( 
their  country,  to  hesitate  a  monNOt  ^liog  tba 
same  pledge  of  their  honeet  detennuitdon  t» 
support  and  render  these  measures  e^ktiul,  if 
taken :  call  them  oors,  if  yon  please,  we  tile 
the  responsibility,  and  leave  toe  eiecntian  of 
them  with  yon.  For,  as  to  myself  or  mf  fnaib, 
no  agency  is  wished,  except  that  of  uniting  wilh 
yon  in  ronsing  the  spirit,  and  calling  oat  ilw 
resources  of  the  country,  toproteclitMlf*gsinrt 
serious  aggression,  and  the  total  aoyertion  and 
loss  of  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  R.  then  read  hia  resolutions,  iHoth  uo  ta 
follows ; 

"SaalMi,  That  tha  tTnitea  Statn  hm  »>  <b^ 
pntabia  rij^t  to'  tha  free  luiTJgation  of  the  nnt  IBj- 
■ioippi,  uid  to  a  conTsment  place  of  dcpcBl  ^  "f" 
OTodnoe  and  meichaDdin   in    tb*  idind  of  >** 

"That  the  Ute  infraction  of  Mck  thi^  m^ 
tlonable  ligh^  U  an  a^ 


"  That  it  doM  not  oonjiat  with  the  digaity  er  ok- 
of  thij  Union  ta  hold  a  right  n  impxMBt  bj  k 
lore  K)  oncertain. 

"  That  it  materially  oonoanii  raoh  cl  ±»  ABfB- 

D  dtiuu  ai  dweU  on  the  Wattem  watart,  uJ  " 

■mlial  to  the  union,  itrengUi,  uid  pn»|MWr^ 

theM  States,  that  they  obtain  complete  «raritr  ™ 

the  fall  and  peaceable  enjayment  of  null  Ibni  •»«■ 

lute  right 

"  That  the  Prendent  be  anthariied  to  tain  i«»f- 
diate  poneuiDB  of  raeli  plaoa  or  pUeu,  n  th  t^ 
island,  «r  the  adjaoant  tetritwiei^  ai  be  BKV  dM>  ■ 
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and  cotmnJeut  fbt  tbs  pnipon*  kfoiMaid ;  and  to 
adapt  mch  cither  dmhoiu  Toi  obtwuing  that  oom- 
plete  ■xmritj'  mi  to  him  in  hii  wiadom  dull  Mini 

"That  he  be  Knlhorued  to  cmll  Into  uto*!  Mrrtcc 
any  munbuT  a!  the  militU  of  the  Statei  of  South 
Cuolina,  Oeoivia,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tenneuee,  or  of 
the  Miaduippi  Tetritorr,  which  he  mij  think  pro- 
per»  not  excBedIng  fif^  uotu&Dd,  and  to  employ  tbem, 
together  with  the  nulituy  mod  nariil  foroes  ot  the 
Unirai,  for  eflbctiiig  the  o)ject«  ebove  mentiODed. 

"  That  the  mm  of  five  miUioni  of  dollan  be  >ppro- 

Eislod  to  Ae  curying  into  effect  the  foregolDg  reso- 
tioiu,  and  that  tna-  whole  or  any  part  of  that  mm 
ha  paid  or  ^ipliod,  on  wairanla  drawn  ta  pnrraance 
of  mch  directioni  aa  tha  Freiident  may,  from  time  to 
time,  think  proper  to  giro  lo  the  Secretaiy  of  the 

UoHDAT,  Febnui7  21. 

The  Tioi  Pbkidknt  commniiioated  the  ere- 

dentisls  of  Tedwdobub  Bailbt,  appointed  a 

" T  by  the  Bute  of  New  York,  to  take  hU 


nfile. 

TnsDAT,  Febrnary  SS. 
PvreAaie  tif  Leuitiatta. 

In  EzecntfTQ  eoAon,  the  tnll,  entitled  "  An 
Ht  ntakiiig  Airther  proTirion  (br  the  expenses 
attending  the  interoonree  between  tlie  United 
State*  and  forrign  nations,"  wm  read  the  third 
time. 

On  the qnestton,  Shall  thU  Inllpawtit  wad 
determined  in  the  afflrmatlTe — yeas  14,  nays 
13,  as  follows : 

Ysas. — Henn:  Aadeiwrn,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Bm^nridge,  Clinton,  Cocke,  EDeiy,  T.  Foiter, 
Jackion,  Logan,  S.  T.  HaMO,  Nlobdai,  Siuntei,  and 


Wright 


Daytm,   D.  Foiter,    BUlhonee, 
Howard,   J.  Hano,   Hniri^  Oloott,   FhUMr,   Kon, 
Stone,  WeDi  and  WhIlCL 
So  it  was  Itaoleed,  That  this  bill  pass.t 


nUtJoo  to  tBB  Tlolatlaa  of  llie  right  of  depodt  at  New  Oi- 
leaoa :  one  ^j  the  AdmLnlAtratlon,  oonuncaelnc  with  an  em- 
tiaiar  both  to  Franca  and  Spain  to  neeotlile  tat  the  dHlrad 
pliee* ;  the  uthti  bj  Oa  oppotlUon,  who  held  uegoUatlon  to 
be  nnwoTthj  of  the  eonntr;  In  drtnroBtAncet  of  such  vrooK 
and  laaolC,  ud  preftrred  the  Immedkite  nelion  ofNaw  Or- 
leana.  Kr.  BtM,  a  FnuuflTuU  Scnatoi,  from  the  west  of 
the  State,  whoH  t»d>  want  to  New  Orleuit,  wh  the  l»di>r 
of  thli  tbrelble  moTement— In  which  ha  wi*  wcU  iiutalntd 
br  the /Mla^  of  the  whole  Vaat  It  wu  on  Ur.  Bca'i  le^  ' 
adntloH  that  thli  TJolation  of  the  light  of  depoalt  at  Kew 
OilaHU  wu  plhUelj  debated ;  and  u  It  eoncemad  the  fna 
narlgatloB  of  tha  HUdBlpid,  it  waa  i^ed  the  "Ul^alpid 
qaegUon." 

t  ThLilathaiotwhIeh  began  thamoTamaat,  which  ended 
la  the  purchaae  of  i^nM»7im  At  the  time  It  waa  paaaed  the 
Tlewi  of  DO  one  extended  to  the  aeqalaltloB  of  that  great 
piDTlnea.  The  tiland  on  which  New  Orieana  atanda,  aad 
tke  two  rinUai,  were  the  ohJecL  Eras  thla  objaat  waa 
villed  bf  general  aipnaalaDa  lo  nlatlon  l«  fbnlgn  tntei- 
eeane,  but  Ita  tne  parpoaa  waa  nude  known  In  a  oonAdan- 


Wbdhbsdat,  Febmary  28. 
MMtrippi  Qvsition, 
Ur.  Weits,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  followi :  Mr.  President,  on  thia 
subject,  which  has  on  a  former  day  been  dis- 
cnssed  with  bo  much  ability,  and  with  so  mnch 
eluqnence,  by  my  friend  from  Penasylvanla,  the 
honorable  mover  of  the  resolntiona,  I  shall  sub- 
mit the  few  observations  tbatlmay  make,  in  aa 
concise  a  manner  as  I  am  capable  of ;  for  it  ia 
very  &r  from  my  wish  to  occupy  the  time  or 
attention  of  the  Senate  nnneceBsarily.  The  re- 
soIntioDs  on  yanr  table  I  approve  of  in  their  full 


becoming  the  dignity  of  the  Oovcrmnent  to  as- 
sume; I  believe  they  mark  ont  a  system  of 
mcasnrei,  which,  if  promptly  pursned,  will  be 
honorable  to  the  nation,  ana  eqaal  to  the  ao- 
oomplishment  of  the  important  ol^ect  which 
gentlemen  on  aO  udes  seem  to  have  in  view. 
These  alone^  with  m&  wonld  be  soffident  in- 
dncements  to  yield  them  my  feeble  support; 
but  in  addition  to  these,  and  to  the  thorough 
conviction  of  my  own  mind  as  to  the  course  I 
ought  to  pnrsne,  I  have  the  bappineas  of  being 
supported  in  my  opinions  on  this  subject  by  the 
unequivocal  expression  of  the  sentiment  m  the 
State  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong. 

It  was  early  seeoj  Mr.  Prewdent,  and  required 
but  little  penetration  to  discover,  that  adven- 
turers emigrating  beyond  the  mountidns,  and 


only  ontlet  to  the  ooean.  This  important  privi- 
lege it  became  necessai?  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  secnre  by 
treaty,  and  not  leare  to  the  capricions  will  ot 
whatever  nation  who  might  in  fature  hold  the 
territory  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  4tb  and  28d  articles  of  our  Trenty 
with  Spain,  I  find  on  this  snltject  the  following 
stipulation : 

»  Abt.  4,  It  la  likewiM  speed  that  the  waitem 
bonndary  of  the  United  States,  which  Nwatee  them 
fiom  the  Spaniab  colooy  i^  Loaiaane,  ia  in  tl»  middle 
of  the  channel  or  bed  of  the  rimr  Miniirippi,  from  the 
SOrthem  bomidaiy  of  the  aaid  Statai  to  me  comple- 
tion of  the  Slat  dugine  of  lalinide  north  of  the  eqnator 
And  Hia  Catholic  Hajeity  has  likewin  agreed  that 


tlal  HnmnDBleatloB  IKm  the  Pnatdent  to  the  Booie  of  £«. 

proeentativee,  aad  bj  It  eommnnloated  to  th«  Senate^  whan 
the  UU  waa  ap  tat  Ita  ooaeniTenee.  Hi.  Bajafd  aad  Ur.  Ml- 
eholaon  were  tba  eommlltae  that  oaiilad  np  the  bill,  aad 
deUvered  thla  maaaaga : 

^lAe  Sutalt : 
.  tranamltfou  a  bUL  which  haepaaaad  thla  HoDae,  ea- 
Utled  "  An  act  making  fDrtber  proTlaloti  tot  the  Pipopaea  at- 
tending the  intercoona  between  t^  Unltwl  Btataa  and  fbr- 
elgs  Datloua,''  and  In  which  wg  TeqneaC  joni  eonouranea. 
Thli  bill  baa  been  paaeed  bv  oa  In  aider  to  enable  the  Pratl- 
deot  of  tbs  United  etatai  la  csnimenec,  with  more  cBMt,  a 
negotlulon  with  the  Freneh  end  Spenlih  OoTammantaL  i*. 
UtTve  tu  tbe  pnrcbaae  of  the  laland  of  Sew  Orkaoa,  and  the 
provlneea  ofEutuid  WeiC  Florida.  The  nature  and  Im- 
portance of  tbe  meaaoree  ooatomplaled,  have  lodooed  na  te 


'•  npon  the  apbjeet  with  doaed  d< 
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the  nnvigBtion  cf  the  uid  rivtr,  in  iti  whole  brawltb 
from  Ito  EODTM  to  tha  OMU),  ihiUI  b«  fiw  9QI7  to  hii 
mbjecta  ud  tha  oitiieiw  of  tha  United  StatM,  luleu 
he  ifaould  extend  thia  priTih^  to  the  mbjeoti  of  other 

poven  by  ipecial '-~  " 

"AsT.   22.   Tl 

hoping  that  tho  s , ^ 

whEch  hftppily  reigna  between  them  will  ba  foithet 
Increaaed  rij  thia  traaty,  and  that  It  will  contribnte 
to  ■ngmMlt  their  pnapenty  ud  opnlenoa,  will  in  ta- 
tme  An  to  tbeir  mntnal  oommeroe  all  the  exteniian 
and  tWror  which  the  adrantage*  of  both  cooulfiei 

"  And  in  eonaaqoeiwa  of  tha  itipnlationa  eontelnad 
In  the  ttfa  Brtiole,  Hii  Hajeatr  will  parmit  the  dti- 
Mni  ofthe  United  St>tea,fbr  the  ^aee  of  three  yawa 
from  thia  time,  to  deposit  their  merahuidiaa  and 
effecU  in  the  port  of  New  Oileaoi,  and  to  export  them 
from  thence  without  paying  my  other  du^  than  a 
fair  price  for  the  hire  of  the  atoiea ;  and  Bii  Hsjesty 

Sromiaei  eltherto  oontiQaethiipeniuuion,  ifbe finds, 
nring  that  time,  that  it  li  not  pi^'adicjaj  to  the  In- 
tereata  of  Spun,  ot  if  he  dioald  not  agree  to  oontlnDe 
It  there,  be  will  aiiign  to.  them,  on  another  part  of 
'  the  buAi  of  the  Ui>2idp[a,  an  eqnlTalant  eatabllah- 

Thla  instniment,  Ur.  Presdent,  it  la  known, 


moved  for  ever  thepoesibtlity  of  anTfdtare 

bureaament  to  their  oommeroe  on  those  waters. 
And  after  it  had  been  proolaimed  as  the  law  of 
the  land — after  it  had  been  ratified  bf  both  on- 
tlona,  and  become  obligator;  npon  the  faitli  and 
haQor  of  each,  who  coold  have  thought  other- 
wise t  7et,sir,  itbaihaweoedotherwiie.  This 
ptac«  of  deposit  at  New  Orleana,  aeanred  to  our 


It;  of  the  Spanish  GflTemmeat,  and  do  other 
equivalent  one  asdgned,  where,  after  more  than 
two  thousand  milea  of  boot  navigation,  they  may 
disembark  their  prodaoe  in  order  to  be  shipped 
for  sea ;  and  witbont  this  advantage  tha.  navi- 
gation of  the  river  is  to  them  bnt  ta  empty 


vorid,  for  reasons  that  ever;  man  ma;  coi(|eo- 
tnre,  and  are  onneoesBar;  to  be  mentioned,  that 
thiswsBnottheMtoftbeOoverament,  bat  the 
ladi  meosore  of  a  sin^e  offloei^-ttie  Int«nd«nt 
General  of  the  Spsdsh  provinoes;  that  the 
Bpanlsh  Minister  had  issned  orders  for  the  speedy 
a^nstraent  of  these  ditBonldes;  had  kindly 
offered  to  throw  himself  into  tbe  tweach  to  pre- 
vent this  Intendant  General  from  goiog  to  ex- 
tremities with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  gentlemen  may  find,  when  too  late, 
that  this  is  a  mere  piece  of  diplomatic  policy, 
intended  only  to  amnse  them;  and  to  sa;  no- 
thing of  the  harailiating  idea  of  resorting  to  encb 
a  plater  for  the  wamid  that  has  been  mflioted 
npon  onr  national  honor,  if  the;  hod  t^en  the 
tronble,  they  might  have  be«n  informed  that  the 
Spanish  Minister  near  this  Grovemment  has  no 
control  at  New  Orieans;  that  the  Intendant 


General  is,  Hke  himseU,  an  it 
the  Crown,  and  responnble  onl;  to  the  Grows 
for  his  condnet,  LF  the  ^wiish  IDiMer  ha 
interfered,  which  I  am  not  mnKwed  to  qaestfaa, 
to  make  the  best  of  it,  it  conla  onl;  have  been 
b;  the  entreatiee  of  men  m  pow»,  as  s  men 
mediator,  to  beg  of  the  Intendant  GeDedl  of 
New  Orleans  jnstjce  and  peaoeoobdulf  of  tbt 
people  of  the  United  States.  Are  boooisbla 
gentlemen  prepared  to  accept  peace  oo  lub 
terms  ?  The;  might  do,  sir,  for  a  tn\M  of  Man- 
ing  Indiana;  bnt  is  this  the  rank  thatwesreU 
h(^  among  the  nations  of  tt«  •maH  I  And  it 
seen-t  that  eveo  these  tapplioating  sdvawn  n* 
likel;  t»  avul  ns  nothing,  B;  aosoaDts  tb; 
latel;  reoeired  from  New  Orleans  b;  a  Drinta 
letterwhich  I  have  seen  nnoe these rceustiou 
were  BQbmitted  to  the  Senate^  the  Intendist 
General  has  enireasad  mneh  mdeasore  st  lb« 
interference  of  the  Spanldi  Minister,  staling 
that  it  wasnot  within  his  do^  or  his  provise^ 
and  that  be,  the  Intendant,  acted  not  udv 
Spanish  bnt  Freodh  orders. 

As  to  theolodngof  theportofKewOiiesi* 
ag^Est  oar  dtisena,  the  man  who  cu  so* 
doabt,  after  viewing  all  (he  aoooa^SDjin;  ci^ 
cnmstanoea,  that  it  WM  the  dritberste  sot  of  tin 
Spanish  or  Frenoh  GoTemment,  laiiat  hsn 
'  '-  '  —  his  mind  against  tratb  ssd  wm^ 
be  detarmiiwd  to  dison^t  eves  lh« 
Bnt,  sir,  it  it  DOt 
omv  me  oepnvmg  ns  01  our  right  (^depcatbf 
wliioh  we  have  been  aggrieved,  it  is  b;  a  ^itBi 
of  measnres  pnnned  antecedent  and  ssbseqiitat  10 
that  event,  eqnall;  hostile  and  even  nton  is- 
snldng.  Ihaveinmy  handsMpcr.agMdbr 
a  Spanish  o£Boer,  which,  withtDBindiilgeBWiif 
the  Chair,  I  will  read  to  the  Senate: 

AuvKMitsmziiT. — Under  data  ef  Aa  tU  inb^ 
(Deoamber,)  the  Intendut  Geosnliif  thanfmniwa 
tells  me  that  the  dtiiens  of  the  Uidtsd  Stalsi  1* 
Amarica  can  have  no  ooounercv  with  Bii  Ibji^ 


th^  establidimenta  to  Amiga  oomOiai^  asdlbe  ii>- 
portatioB  of  what  tfaer  may  want  bn  (ka.  Ai 
sooh  I  cha^  jon,  >o  Ikr  as  rei^ecti  yea,  M  b*  "fl- 
oni  and  vlfplan^  with  partjcnlar  can,  tbat  tha  is- 
baUtants  ndther pnrchue  noraell  ujUdagtolh* 
■hipping,  flat-bottomed  boats,  banea,  mnjn^ 
Bnafier  reasell  that  may  go  along  the  iher,  i 
Amerioan     "        '"  — ''" 

,    batthojahi 

OKDpUanee  of  &esi 

CARLOS  DE  QBAKDPRIl 
Batob  Romt^  Dae.  ti,  ISQS. 

Thwe  wre  the  measora,  lEr.  PrerideDt,a« 
have  been  adopted ;  these  are  the  <adn 
that  have  be«i  issued  I7  the  Intendsat  GeMisl 
to  ever;  district  of  tbe  Spanish  proviBcea,  pn- 
hibiting  the  snbjeots  of  ms  Oatholie  JbjfutJ 
from  having  an;  commeroe^  dealing,  tnlaraMnai 
or  oommnnlon  whatsoever  with  the  dtiiui  (i 


seventy  miles;  treating  as  like  a  nation  of  pi- 
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ntea,  or  a  banditti  or  robben,  who  the;  feared 
to  tniBt  in  tlieir  ocraiitry.  And  thb  daj,  rir,  if 
a  TfiBBel  belcnging  to  a  dtizen  ot  the  United 
States,  engaged  in  a  iair  and  l^^al  trade,  was 
tipon  the  watera  of  the  MiasiaBippi,  within  the 
Spanish  linei,  and  in  a  etat«  of  the  most  ex- 
treme distren,  the  Spaniard  who  should  jiold 
her  aid  or  comfort  would  do  it  at  the  peril  of 

If  it  Bhonld  be  iaid,  dr,  that  thta  Important 
question  will  not  Iodk  be  an  aflair  of  contro- 
Tervf  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  ■ 
that  IionisianB,  Kew  Orleans,  and  Uiis  nsorped 
daim  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  the  eicla- 
rive  navigation  of  the  ICssissippi,  will  soon  be 
Ibnnd  in  other  hands;  that  whenever  we  maj 
have  to  negatiat«  on  this  sntiject,  either  in  the 
cabinet  or  the  field,  it  will  not  be  with  His  Oa- 
thotic  Hajeety,  bnt  with  the  Fiitt  Consul;  not 
with  a  King,  bnt  with  the  King  of  Kings — I 
aiswer  that  in  these  insults  to  our  nalionu  dig- 
nity, we  at  present  know  no  power  bnt  Spain. 
Whatever  agency  Bacmaparle  may  hare  had  in 
this  bnsiness,  he  has  been  oonoealed  from  onr 
view.  It  is  Spain  that  has  violated  herplight«d 
bith;  it  is  Spain  that  has  trampled  npon  the 
dearest  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
■nlted  our  Government  to  our  bcee  withoatthe 
aemblanoe  of  a  oanse,  and  she  alone  is  reapoasi- 
ble  to  ns  for  these  outrages.  And,  under  each 
drcnmstanoes,  is  it  becoming,  politia  or  honor- 
able in  tu  to  treat  her  as  a  Mend  and  as  a 
neighbor ;  to  remonstrate  with  her  on  her 
acts  of  iqJQstioe,  and  wait  tiH  she  shall  add  in- 
■nlt  to  insult,  and  heap  injury  npon  iqjuij ;  or 
what  is  perhaps  even  worse,  u  any  thing  worse 
than  national  degradation  can  befUlan  inde- 
pendent people,  ml  this  golden  opportnoity  dull 
have  passed  away,  and  the  fhtulity  of  redraes  be 
wreated  from  onr  hands!  Ko^  dr,  we  shonld 
now  view  her  as  onr  open  eaemy,  as  having  de- 
elared  war  against  us,  aad  do  justice  to  ourselves. 
We  can  nevK'  have  permanent  peaoe  on  our 
Western  waters,  till  we  poasees  ourselves  of  New 
Orleana,  and  snoh  other  positions  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  give  us  the  complete  and  absolute 
oommand  of  the  navigation  of  the  MinisBtppi, 
We  have  now  such  an  opportunity  of  accom- 
plishing this  important  object  as  may  not  be 
presented  again  in  centuries,  and  every  Justifi- 
cation that  oould  be  wished  for  avaiting  our- 
advea  of  the  opportunity.  Spain  has  d^«d  us 
to  the  trial,  and  now  bids  us  deGanoe ;  she  is 
jet  in  possession  of  that  country ;  it  is  at  this 
moment  within  your  reach  and  within  your 
power ;  it  ofibrs  a  sure  and  easy  conquest ;  we 
should  have  to  enoonnter  there  now  only  a  weak, 
inootive,  and  unenterpriMng  people ;  but  how 
may  a  few  months  vary  this  scene,  and  darken 
oar  prospeots  1  Thongh  not  officially  informed 
we  know  that  the  Spanish  provinces  on  the 
MisaiBsippt  have  been  ceded  to  the  Frencli,  and 
that  they  will  as  soon  as  posnble  take  poeseMion 
of  them.  What  may  we  then  expect!  When 
in  the  last  extremity  we  iball  bedriven  to  arms 
in 'defence  of  onr  indiniitable  righte,  where  now 
Vol.  JL-a 


elnmbera  on  his  post  with  folded  arms  the  slug- 
gish Spaniard,  we  shall  be  h^ed  by  the  tip- 
lant  and  alert  French  grenadier,  and  in  the  ds- 
fenoelem  garrison  titat  would  now  surrender  at 
our  approach,  we  shall  see  unfurled  the  stand- 
ards that  have  waved  triumphant  in  Italy, 
surrounded  by  impregnable  ramparts,  and  de- 
fended by  the  disciplined  veterans  of  Egypt. 
.  But,  Ur.  President,  what  is  more  than  all  to 
be  dreaded,  in  such  hands,  it  may  be  made  the 
means  of  access  and  corruption  to  your  nation^ 
oonncils  and  a  kev  to  your  Treasury.  Your 
WestwTi  people  will  see  in  Buonaparte,  at  their 
very  doors,  a  powerful  friend  or  a  dangeroDf 
enemy;  and  should  he,  after  obtaining  com- 
plete control  over  the  navigation  of  the  UiseiB- 
sippi,  approach  them,  not  in  the  menacing  atti- 
tude of  an  enemy,  but  under  the  specious  garb 
of  a  protector  and  a  friend ;  sbonld  he,  instead 
of  embarraanog  their  commerce  by  any  fiscal 
arrangements,  invite  them  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  and  ^ve  them  privilegee  in 
trade  not  heretofore  enjoyed;  should  be,  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  coerce  them  to  his  mea- 
sures, contrary  to  their  wishes,  send  mismon- 
aries  into  their  country  to  court  and  intrigue 
with  them,  he  may  seduce  their  aSectioDs,  and 
thus  accomplish  by  address  and  cunning,  what 
even  his  force  might  not  be  equal  to.  In  thi» 
way,  having  operated  upon,  their  passions,  hav- 
ing enlisted  in  his  service  their  hopes  and  their 
fears,  he  may  gain  an  undue  ascendency  over 
them.  Shomd  theee  things  be  efibcted,  which' 
God  forbid — but  Buonaparte  in  a  few  yean  has 
done  much  more — what,  let  me  ask  honorable 
gentlemen,  will  be  the  conseqnenoeaJ  I  fear 
even  to  look  them  in  the  faoe.  The  degraded 
countries  of  Europe,  that  have  been  enslaved  by 
the  diviMonB  and  distraoUons  of  their  councils, 
produced  by  mmilar  means,  afford  us  melan- 
choly eumplea.  Forogn  infinence  will  gain 
admittance  to  your  national  oonndls;  the  Mist 
Oonaul,  or  his  interests,  will  be  represented  in 
the  Oongresa  of  the  United  States;  this  floor 
may  become  the  theatre  of  sedition  and  intrigue. 
Ton  will  have  a  French  faction  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  faction  vrill  increase,  with  the 
rapidly  increadng  population  of  the  Western 
world.  Whenever  this  period  shall  arrive,  it 
will  be  the  crisis  of  American  glory,  and  must 
resolt,  either  in  the  political  suQugation  of  the 
Atlantic  States,  or  in  their  separation  from  the 
Western  country ;  and  I  am  sure  there  ia  no 
American  who  does  not  view  as  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  that  could  befall  us,  the  dismem- 
berment of  this  Union.  Honorable  gentlemen 
may  wrap  themselves  np  in  their  present  imavi- 
nary  security,  and  say  tnat  these  things  are  aiar 
of^  or  tiiat  they  can  never  happen ;  bnt  let  me 
beseech  of  them  to  look  well  to  the_  measures 
they  are  now  pursuing,  for,  on  the  wisdom,  the 

Sromptness,  and  energy  of  thObe  measures,  will 
epend  whether  they  shall  happen  or  not.  And 
let  me  tell  them,  sir,  that  the  want  of  firmness 
or  Judgment  in  the  cabinet  will  be  no  apology 
for  the  disgrace  and  ruin  of  the  nation. 
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Ur.  Bkbokeitwdob  obwrred,  tliat  lie  did  not 
mean  to  wander  in  the  field  of  deolsmation, 
nor,  after  the  example  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
DUtn  who  bad  preceded  him,  endes7or  to  aUnn 
or  agitate  the  pablio  mind;  that  he  should  en- 
deavor to  sinp  tjhe  rattject  of  all  improper 


priet;  of  the 
called  npon  to 
brief. 

What  U  the  tme  and  nndiagnlBed  itate  of 
footal  EU-I7  in  the  senioo,  the  Honee  of  Rep- 
reeentatjvee  were  informed,  by  a  oommonication 
from  the  President,  of  the  conduct  of  the  In- 
tendant  at  New  Orleaoa,  This  oommanication 
gtatad,  that  he  had  taken  measnrea  to  attempt 
a  lestoration  of  the  ri^t  which  iiad  been  vio- 
lated ;  and  that  there  were  reaaoiu  to  believe 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Intendant  was  onan- 
ihortzed  b;  the  Oonrt  of  Bpain.  Aoomnpany- 
ing  this  meeaage  were  c^Dcial  pajpera,  in  which 
it  appeared  that  the  Qovernor  of  New  Orleans 
haa  atronglf  opnoaed  the  conduct  of  the  In- 
tendant, declared  that  he  was  acting  withont 
aatboritf  in  refuing  the  deposit,  and  indicated 
ft  dispoution  to  oppose  openly  the  proceeding. 
The  Spaniab  Uiniater  who  reeidee  here,  also  in- 
terposed on  the  occasion,  and  who  stands  de- 
MTvedly  hiA  in  the  confidence  of  hie  Govem- 
ment,  was  dearly  of  opinion,  that  the  Intendant 
was  acting  without  antfaority,  and  that'  redrew 
voold  be  given  so  soon  as  Uie  competent  aa- 
t&ority  oonld  interpose.  Fnua  this  state  4^ 
thinga,  and  which  is  the  actual  state  at  this 
moment,  what  b  the  oonrse  any  dviliced  nation 
who  respects  her  character  orrighta,  wonld 
porBQC  t  Iliere  li  but  ooe  ooone,  whitdi  is  ad- 
mitted by  writers  on  the  laws  irf  nations,  as  the 
proper  one ;  and  is  thus  desoribed  by  Vattel,  in 
Usl)ook,seo.88S,  8881 

"  A  wxreielgn  oo^t  to  ihair,  in  lU  bli  qnimli,  a 
rincera  duire  of  rendsiing  Jnitiee  and  pnaerring 
peMW  Ha  li  oUIged  belbn  M  takes  m>  anas,  aiil 
after  hariag  taken  thtm  up  iIki^  to  oAar  eqnUible 
eonditiiRii,  and  then  slone  hi*  ami*  become  jtut 
■gaioat  an  t^Mtinate  tmemy,  who  rof^na  to  listen  to 
joAtt  or  to  equity.    BU  own  adrantage,  and  diet 


nmeb  the  more  pnvei,  and  commonly  even  Indit- 
ponwble,  as  the  aetton  m  take  for  an  ii^uiy  doea 
net  always  proceed  from  a  dsaign  to  4AM  ni,  and 
la  •omedmea  a  tniatake  lalher  than  aa  aet  of  mal- 
ise :  freqoant^  it  even  b^pens,  that  tbs  iiyaiy  ia 
doo*  by  infenoT  ptnoot,  withont  tbeir  wrerMgn 
baving  any  (hare  ut  it;  and  on  thaaa  oooMioa^  It  u 
not  natnial  to  praniiM  tliat  he  woold  raftaaa  ni  a  jnst 


This  ia  the  oonrse  which  the  President  baa 
taken,  and  in  which  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  cxprcMed,  by  th^  resolntion,  their 


What  are  the  reasons  urged  by  the  gentlemen 
to  induce  a  different  proceeding,  an  immediate 
appeal  to  arms  I    You  prostrate,  say  the  gen- . 


tlemen,  your  national  honor  by  d  „ 
where  there  is  a  direct  violation  at  a  trettfl 
How  happens  it  ttiat  our  national  haaot  his, 
at  this  pHtJoolar  criua,  beocme  so  delicete,  ud 
that  the  feelings  of  certain  gentlemen  ace  mm 
so  alive  to  it  ?  Haa  it  been  the  fnetinx  of  tlui 
Government  heretofore  to  break  lancet  on  lb* 
spot  with  any  nation  who  injured  or  insolttd 
her!  Or  has  not  the  invariable  cooru  bev  to 
seek  reparation  in  the  fint  place  by  negoti- 
oUonl  I  ask  for  an  example  to  the  ooatnzj; 
even  under  the  Administradon  of  Wismmim^ 
H>  mucii  enliMiEed  by  the  geatlentan  lad  op. 
Were  not  the  Detroit,  and  several  other  forts 
within  oar  territmy,  held  ten  or  a  doiea  yetn 
by  Great  Britmn,  in  direct  riolati(«  1^  a 
treaty!  Were  not  wanton  qwlialioDS  oom- 
mittM  on  your  oommeroe  by  Great  Britun,  bf 
France^  and  by  Spain,  to  the  amoant  of  t»j 
manv  nuUloos;  and  all  a4}nsted  throng  ttw 
medium  of  n^otiationsl  Were  not  yolir  mw- 
chants  plundered,  and  yonr  citiaens  doomed  to 


ation,  to  ransom,  and  to  tribute!  Why  tbm 
do  gentlemen,  who  on  these  ooosn(Hisi^«ond 
of  these  measuree,  cow  despwr  of  nenrtiUiaat 
America  has  been  nnlfonnly  snccessfiu,  at  Itist 
in  settling  her  difierenoes  by  treaty. 

But  the  gentleman  iaafrud  that  if  we  do  bM 
immediately  seiie  the  oonntry,  we  shall  Im  Ibe 
golden  ODportunity  of  doing  it.  Would  javt 
nation^  honor  be  free  from  impnt«ti(Hi  b}  s 
ccodoot  of  such  iocoonstenoy  and  di^tjl 
A  minister  is  sent  to  the  oQbnding  DOtioa  wilk 
on  (div»-bnnch,  for  the  purpose  M  sn  uniciUt 
disonsmoB  and  settlenMDt  oFdifibreMCs,  sndtw- 
fore  he  haa  scoroalr  turned  his  ba^  we  innds 
the  territories  of  that  nation  with  an  armj  <t 
fifty  thooaand  men  I  Woold  such  eoBdoet  ooid> 
port  with  the  genius  and  prittdi^  of  our  Be- 

C'  >lio,  whose  tme  interest  is  peace,  aad  who 
hitherto  profaiaad  to  ooMvate  H  willi  sH 
nations?  Woold  not  aooh  a  proeedara  Mlv«t 
us  to  the  just  censure  of  the  worid,  sad  to  tb* 
strongest  jealousy  of  those  who  have  poMWM 
near  to  us  ?  Woold  such  a  proeednr*  meW  the 
approbation  of  oven  onr  own  citisena  *k(i« 
lives  and  fortones  wonld  be  risked  in  Iw  md- 
fiiot  I  And  wonld  it  not  be  pdicy  inexcoMldj 
rash,  to  plunge  this  oonntry  into  vu,  to  e** 
thatvMch  thePreddent  not  only  thinks  mb 
be  e^cted,  bat  la  now  aotoallyinatruaof**- 
godation?  I^  on  the  other  hand,  MgotiHici 
ebonld  M,  how  diflbrent  will  be  the  pom  » 
which  we  stsnd  I  We  stand  ooqaitttd  bf  tM 
world,  and  w;hat  is  of  mora  ocnsequeoo^  by  o« 
oitiaena,  ^tuI  onr  o 


the  whole,  and  from  thenceforth  1 
counsel  only  from  onr  ooorage. 

Bat  to  induce  us  to  dqiort  from  this  p^i 
this  safe,  and  honorable  course  of  poMsdisg, 
which  is  porsoing  by  the  Preadeot,  the  pous- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  flret,  and  thi  gM^ 
tleman  from  Delaware  again  told  yon,  thai  bf 
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snch  padfio  nuanires  yon  viU  irritate  the 
Western  jteople  against  jon ;  that  thej  will  not 
1>e  reetrainea  b;  yoo,  trot  nil]  eitlier  invade  the 
oonnby  tbemeelves,  or  'withdrair  from  the 
Union  and  nnite  with  those  who  will  e1v&  them 
what  tbej  want.  Sir,  sud  Mr.  B.,  1  ^  not 
expect  to  hear  snoh  Iimgoage  held  on  thb  floor. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsrlvania  best 
knows  the  temper  and  viewa  of  the  Western 
peopl«  he  representa,  but  if  he  meant  to  extend 
tike  impatation  to  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to 
repreMUt,  I  utterly  disclaim  it.  The  oitizenB  of 
Eentaokj  ralne  too  highlj  th^  ri^ta  and 
eharaoter  to  endanger  the  one  or  dishonor  the 
other.  The;  deal  not,  sir,  in  inanrrectitHU. 
Tbej  hold  in  too  sacred  r^rd  their  federal 
eompact  to  sport  with  it.  The;  were  among 
(he  first  to  oppose  violations  of  it,  and  will,  I 
tmsb,  be  the  last  to  attempt  its  disaolntlon. 
The  time  indeed  was,  when  not  only  irritation 
bat  diagnst  prevailed  in  that  ooontry;  when, 
instnd  of  sending  fifty  thousand  men  to  adze 
on  Orteans,  an  attempt  was  meditated,  and  a 
•olemn  vote  token  tu  Congress  to  barter  away 
this  right  for  twenty-fiTe  years.  The  time  in* 
deed  was,  when  great  disaatiafaotdoii  prevailed 
in  that  coontry,  as  to  the  measorea  of  the 
General  Government;  bnt  it  never  fDmished 
there,  whatever  it  might  have  dona  elsewhere, 
even  the  genns  tor  treasons  or  insnTreotions. 
Hie  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  are 
not  accnatomed  to  procnre  redress  in  this  wa^. 
Instead  of  tramplit^  on  the  oonstitntion  of  their 
eonntry,  they  rally  ronnd  it  as  the  rock  of  thor 
safety.  Bnt,  nnhappilr,  these  times  have  passed 
away.  BistroEC  aikd  disaati^ctjon  have  ^ven 
pUoe  to  confidence  in,  and  attachment  to  those 
in  whom  the  concerns  of  the  nation  are  con- 
fided. I  ask  no  reliance  on  my  opinion  for  this 
bd,  bnt  appeal  to  the  memorial  of  the  Le^ap 
tore  of  Kentncky  to  the  present  Oongress,  for 
the  tmth  of  this  assertion.  In  tids  diqradtion 
of  mind,  tberefinre,  and  from  the  sound  sense 
And  correct  views  and  disoemment  of  thssr  tme 
interest,  which  the  people  of  Eentneky  poesees, 
I  have  no  heatatJrat  in  pledging  myself  that  no 
each  pieckiitate  and  nnwarranted  measareswill 
be  tueo  by  them,  as  precUoted  by  the  gentls- 


Bnt  he  b^ged  leave  to  ask  gentlemen  who 
bold  snch  language,  would  the  Western  people, 
admitting  they  were  to  withdraw  from  the 
UoKHLbeaUetoaocomplish  tbeoljject?  Oonld 
they  alone  go  to  war  with  France  and  Spain  t 
Conld  they  hdd  Orieans,  were  they  to  take 
pospBSsion  of  it,  witiiont  the  aid  of  the  United 
States  I  Admitting  they  oonld  hold  it,  what 
aeearity  woold  they  have  for  their  oomme~~  ~  ° 
A  tiBff»  ship  tk  the  line  woold  be  able  c-_ 
pletdy  to  blockade  that  port.  See,  also,  the 
Harana,  one  of  die  safest  and  strongest  of  the 
Spuuah  ports,  and  so  sitnated  as  to  possess 
eveiT  advantfwe  in  annoying  onr  commeroe. 
Are  the  gentlemen,  theraora,  really  serioos 
when  they  endeavor  to  persoade  us  that  the 
Weitwii  peo^  are  in  sven  a  sbtte  of  ftuy  and 


mad  impatience  that  they  will  not  wait  even  n 
few  months  to  see  the  &te  of  a  negotiation,  and, 
if  onsncoessfnl,  receive  the  aid  of  the  whole  na- 
tion, bnt  that  the^  will  madly  ran  to  the  attack 
withont  aship,  without  aungle  cannon,  without 
magazines,  withont  money  or  preparation  of 
any  kind;  and,  what  is  worse,  withont  union 
among  themselves;  and  what  u  still  worse,  in 
face  of  the  laws  and  constitution   of  their 


sbonld  they  even  obtain  the  right  by  their  own 
al(me,tt  •■     ■  -     -• 


dent  States  (rf  United  America,  to  the  di.„ 

dependent  conditioii  of  n  oolonial  department  oi 
a  foreign  naticfi. 

Althon^  be  thoogfat  it  inomnbent  on  ns,  for 
the  reasons  he  had  stated,  to  try  the  effoot  of 
negotiatioo,  yet^  shonld  that  M,  he  thoo^t  it 
incnmbent  on  ns  also  to  be  prepmed  for  another 
reeort  He  considered  thb  nffA,  and  upon  n 
different  footing  from  what  we  ever  enjoyed  i^ 
so  all-imp<»tant,  so  {ndi^peoBable  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  Western  States,  that  it  was  a 
wacOe  of  wwds  and  time  to  attempt  to  portray 
the  evils  which  a  privation  of  it  wonlA  pn>dnoe ; 
and  he  r^oioed  to  find  that  gentlemen  willt 
whom  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  votinc 
on  most  political  qnbjeots  so  perfectly  accord 
with  him,  that  onr  preoarions  tenure  of  it  most 
bo  changed.  He  hoped  they  were  sincere  in 
thdr  deuarationB.  U  they  were,  the  only  di& 
ftrsnoe  between  ns  now  is,  what  are  the  proper 
meana  to  cbt^n  this  great  end!  Theooorsepnr- 
sned  by  the  Prendent  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  only 
tfne  imd  dignified  course.  It  is  that,  and  that 
only,  wbioh  will  oertiunly  attiun  the  ol:;^ ;  and 
is  the  only  one  wluoh  will  tend  to  unite  cor- 
dially all  parts  of  the  Union.  Bnt  we  onght  to 
be  prepared,  in  ease  of  a  follure,  instantly  to 
redress  oniselveB.  This,  instead  of  having  an 
eviL  would,  in  hit  oj^nuHi,  have  a  good  efibot 
on  Oie  negotiation.  It  would  show,  that  althoo^ 
we  are  willing  amicably  to  adjust  onr  diflbro^ 
oea,  yet  that  we  are  not  only  reeolved  on,  but 
prepared  for  that  resort  which  cannot  6ul  to  re* 
store  our  violated  rights.  With  that  view,  he 
would  offer  the  following  reeolations,  as  sabsti- 
tntes  for  those  proposed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

He  moved  that  the  whole  of  the  resolutions 
be  struck  oot,  exoepling  the  word  "Be^htil," 
and  tiie  following  be  subatitated  In  their  place 
— «fter  the  word  '^Bttohti:^^ 

"  Th&t  the  Ptwddent  of  the  tJmlcd  Ststea  iM,  and 
he  te  lieraby  aathoriied,  wbenever  he  shall  judge  it 
expedient,  to  require  of  the  Eieinitivea  of  tbe  wvend 
States  to  take  sAotnal  meeanrei  to  arguda,  snn, 
nod  eq<^  ■coordlng  to  law,  and  bold  in  ratdineu  ts 


Tt  wBTiuiig,  eighty  thonMod  ef 


IttfolBtd,  "ThatthePreddentmay,  ifhejodgsiit 
SEpedient,  mthorini  the  ExecntiTai  of  tbs  •svenil 
Statu,  to  acoqit,  as  part  of  the  detMhment  afinwald, 
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mj  corps  of  Tolimteen ;  who  ihall  ooadmis  ii 

Tioe  tat  (Itch  time,  not  exceeding  monthi, 

uid  perfbrm  mcb  lerrket  u  shall  be  preicribed  b;i 

Stiolttd,    "  Thai  doUin  be  appropiutcd 

ftr  p^Ting  >ih!  tubciatiitg  mch  part  or  the  troopa 
•foreuld,  irhoBe  tclna]  service  maj  be  wanted,  end 
for  defrsTing  (neb  other  expcnsea  as,  dnring  the  re- 
ceai  of  CoDgresn,  the  President  maj  deem  neceraaiy 
fbt  the  ■ecmit;  oF  the  territory  of  the  United  Statea. 

Beiolctd,    "That  -■ dollara  be    appropriated 

for  eiecdog  at  each  pUoe  or  places  on  the  Western 
waten,  as  the  Reudeat  maj  jndge  most  proper,  one 
M  mora  aneoala.' 

Mr,  Clintoii. — The  importanoe  of  a  troo  nav- 
igtttion  of  the  MisBisaippl  has  heen  dulj  appre- 
dftted  by  the  OovemmeDt,  and  a  coostaat  eye 
has  been  kept  upon  it  in  oor  negotiations  vith 
foreign  powers.  An  attempt  waa,  indeed,  made 
tinder  Uie  Old  Oonfederation  to  barter  it  away 
tor  twenty-flve  years,  which,  however,  was  ef- 
fbotaally  oontrofled  by  the  good  sense  and  pa- 
triotism of  the£loTemment.  By  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  with  Gr«t  Britain  in  1 788,  by  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Oommerce,  and  Navigation  with  her 
In  1794,  and  by  the  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Limits, 
and  Navigation  with  Spain,  in  I79C,  the  right 
of  a  tree  navigation  of  the  Mistisnppt  is  recog- 
nized, and  declared  to  exist  from  its  eonroe  to 
the  oeeon,  in  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
fij  the  2Sd  article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  it 
is  declared  that,  "  in  oonaeqnence  of  the  stipi^ 
tiona  contained  in  the  4th  article,  his  Oatholio 
U^jesty  will  permit  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  for  tlie  space  of  three  years  from  this 
time,  to  deposit  ^eir  merchandise  and  effects  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  export  them 
from  thence  withont  paying  any  other  dnty  than 
ft  fur  price  for  the  hire  of  the  stores.  Aiid  hia 
liajmtj  promisee  either  to  continae  this  ptermis- 
sion  if  he  finds  daring  that  time  that  it  is  not  pre- 
jndicial  to  the  inttiresta  of  Spain ;  or,  if  he  shoold 
not  agree  to  continne  it  there,  he  will  asMni  to 
Qiem,  on  another  part  of  the  lands  of  the  Miads- 
rippi,  an  equivalent  estahliahment."  The  22d 
art^de,  granting  the  right  of  depioflit,  is,  there- 
tore,  fotmded  npon  the  4th  article  recognizing  the 
right  of  tree  navigation,  and  is  intended  to  give 
Ml  and  complete  efficacy  to  it.  By  s  proclama- 
tion of  the  Intendant  of  the  Province  of  Loaisi- 
ana,  dated  the  10th  of  Octolier  last,  the  right  of 
depoat  is  prohibited.  The  reason  assigned  for 
this  daring  interdiction  is,  that  the  three  years 
tor  which  it  was  granted  having  expired,  it  can- 
not be  oontinned  withont  an  expreM  order  from 
th«  King  of  8p^;  and  at  the  same  time  no 
eq^valent  eetablishment  is  assigned,  according 
to  Om  stipnlotions  of  the  Treaty. 

There  can  be  no  donbt  but  that  the  snspen- 
don  of  the  rig^t  of  deposit  at  New  Orleans,  and 
the  asEOgnment  of  another  place  equally  con- 
venieDt,  onght  to  have  been  contemporaQeoos 
and  ooncnrrent ;  that  the  conduct  of  the  Inten- 
daiit  is  80  atrodona  infraction  of  the  treaty,  and 
that  it  aims  a  deadly  blow  at  the  prosperity  of 
ttie  Weatarn  Statea ;  bnt  it  is  extremely  qaes- 
tionahle  whether  it  was  anUiorized  by  the  Qor- 


emment  of  Spain  or  not.  On  this  anbject  I  an> 
free  to  declare  that  I  entertwn  great  donbts. 
which  can  only  he  cleared  op  by  the  coqtm  oi 
events,  or  perhaps  it  will  be  enveloped  in  dark- 
ness. On  the  one  hand,  tite  terms  of  the  pro- 
clamation, indicating  a  miannderstanding  of  the 
treaty,  the  remonstranoee  of  the  Oovemor  of 
the  Province,  whose  anthority  doea  not  extend 
to  commercial  and  fiscal  affairs,  over  which  the 
Intendant  has  an  oiclnnve  oontrol,  and  the 

Erompt  and  decided  aasnrane^  of  the  Spanish 
Guister  near  the  United  StatM,  would  indooea 
belief  that  the  aot  of  the  Intendant  was  tman- 
thorited.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  readily 
be  believed  that  this  officer  would  assome  mcb 
an  immense  reeponabiiity,  and  encoimtar  an 
event  so  big  wiUi  important  conseqoenceA,  not 
only  to  his  conutry  bnt  to  himsdf^  wiUioat 
knovring  eipliciOy  the  intentions  of  his  Gov- 
ernments Snch,  then,  is  the  tme  atate  of  the 
Spanish  iif:greerion:  an  important  right  had 
been  secnred  to  oar  citizens  hy  the  solemnity 
of  a  treaty.  This  right  had  been  Withdrawn  by 
an  officer  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
whether  this  aggression  wu  directed  by  it  or 
not,  is  not  as  yet  known.  Other  aggressons 
have,  indeed,  been  stated  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ross,)  in  tnder 
to  darken  the  picture,  and  with  the  manifest 
deagn  of  exa^wrating  onr  fedinga,  tnflaming 
otir  paeeions,  and  prompting  an  immediate  tf- 
peal  to  the  sword. 

As  to  the  nature,  character,  and  tendency  of 
the  ranedy  proposed,  there  can  be  hot  mm 
opinion.  It  propoaee  to  enter  &o  oonotiy  of 
a  foreign  nation  with  a  hostile  force,  and  to 
seize  a  part  of  its  territory.  It  is  not  preceded 
by  a  formal  declaration,  Etod  cannot,  tlterefor^ 
come  ondv  the  denomination  of  a  aolemn  war, 
bnt  it  partakee  of  the  obarscter  of  a  war  not  sol- 
emn. Itanswerstothedefinidonof  war,  byArr- 
lamagrui,  "a  nation  taldng  np  arms  with  a  view 
to  decide  a  quarrel ; "  to  that  given  by  Vatltl, 
who  repreeents  it  to  be  "  that  state  in  iriiich  a 
nation  prosecutes  its  right  by  force."  A  stalfa  id 
general  bostilitiee  wonld  as  neoenarily  foQow  as 
an  effect  wodd  follow  acanse;  no  nation  would 
submit  to  the  irmption  of  a  hostile  army  witboat 
repelling  it  by  force ;  the  proud  OastiUan,  aa  de- 
scribed by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  wcnld 
revolt  at  the  insnlt;  the  door  of  negotiatiaa 
wonld  be  effeotoally  dosed,  and  as  the  appeal 
would  be  to  arms  in  the  first  instance,  so  the 


oontroversy  most  be  finally  decided  by  the  pre- 
ponderance of  force.  It  would,  thersfore,  not 
only  have  impreasad  me  with  a  man  favoreU* 
opinion  of  the  bmiorable  moveHs  ewidar,  bat 
uaa  of  his  decinon  and  oiergy  aa  ft  ttttr"**, 
if  he  had  qwkeo  out  boldly,  and  dedand  hit 
real  oljjeot.  War  is  nnqoeetionaUy  his  design 
—his  wish.  Why,  then,  mad:  his  prt^K^tical 
Why  combine  it  with  consideratians  connMted 
with  negotiation  t  Whynotfomiah  the  Aiacri- 
can  people  at  once  witii  the  reel  and  the  whole 
prqject  of  himadf  and  his  friends  r  If  it  is 
trattomed  on  patriotlnn  and  dictoted  by  «» 
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dom,  it  need  not  shrink  from  the  touch  of  in- 
Testigntion — it  will  receiTe  their  approviog 
Toice,  and  be  supported  bj  all  their  force.  The 
resolution  is  then  to  be  oonddered  as  a  war 
reaolntioD ;  in  no  other  light  can  it  he  viewed ; 
in  no  other  tight  onght  it  to  be  viewed;  and  in 
no  other  light  will  it  be  viewed  by  the  intolli- 

rnoe  of  the  conntry.  In  this  point  of  view, 
will  proceed,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  consider  its  Jus- 
tice and  policy ;  its  conformity  with  the  laws 
and  usage  of  nations,  and  the  sabstantiBl  inter- 
ests of  Ulis  conn  try. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  occupy  yonr  attention 
by  threadbare  declamation  npon  tiie  evils  of 
war,  by  panting  the  calamities  it  inflicts  upon 
.  the  nappiaese  of  individnals,  and  the  proeperitT 
uf  nations.  This  terrible  econrge  of  nuinkind, 
worse  than  the  famine  or  pestilence,  ought  not 
to  be  ra9ort«d  to  nntil  every  reasonable  expedi- 
ent has' been  adopted  to  avert  it.  When  ng- 
greesions  have  been  committed  by  the  sovereign 
or  representatives  of  a  nation,  negotiation 
ought  in  »31  cases  to  he  8M  tried,  onleaB  the 
rights  of  self-defence  demand  a  contrary  course. 
This  is  tbe  practioe  of  nations,  and  is  enjoined 
by  the  nnerring  monitor  which  the  God  of  Na- 
ture has  ploDt^  in  every  hnman  bosom'.  What 
right  have  the  ralers  of  nations  to  nnsbeath  the 
sword  of  deetrnction,  and  lo  let  loose  the  demon 
of  desolation  upon  mankind,  whenever  caprice 
or  pride,  ambition  or  avarice,  shall  preeorlbe  1 
And  ore  there  no  fixed  laws  founded  in  the  na- 
ture of  (hinga  which  ordain  bonnds  tfl  the  fell 
■pint  of  revenge^  the  mad  ftary  of  domination, 
and  the  insatitible  thirst  of  cnpidity  I  Mankind 
h&ve  not  only  in  their  individnal  oharacter,  bnt 
in  their  oolfoctive  capadty  as  nations,  recog- 
idzed  and  avowed  in  their  o^LDlons  and  actions,  a 
system  of  laws  calculated  to  prodnce  the  greatest 
tiappineas  of  the  greatest  nninber.  Anditmavbe 
softly  asserted,  that  it  is  a  fandamental  article  of 
this  code,  that  a  nation  ooght  not  to  go  to  war, 
until  it  is  evident  that  the  injury  committed  is 
hi^y  detrimental,  and  that  it  emanated  from  the 
wul  of  ^e  nation  charged  with  the  aggression, 
either  by  en  espreta  anthoriiation  in  the  first 
instance,  or  by  a  recognition  of  it  when  called ' 
npon  for  redress,  and  a  refoaal  in  both  cases  to 
give  it,  A  demand  of  satisfaotion  ought  to  pre- 
cede  an  appeal  to  arms,  even  when  the  injniy  is 
manifestly  the  act  of  the  Sovereign;  and  when 
it  is  the  act  of  a  private  individual,  it  is  not  im- 
putable to  his  nation,  until  his  Qovemment  ts 
c^ed  npoa  to  explain  and  redress,  and  refuses; 
because  the  evils  of  war  are  too  heavy  and 
•enouB  to  be  incnrred,  without  the  most  urgent 
necMsEty;  because  remonstrance  and  negotia- 
tion have  often  reoalled  as  offending  nation  to 
a  sense  of  Jnstioe,  and  a  performance  of  right ; 
becaose  nations,  like  infividnala,  have  their  par- 
oxysms 1^  passion,  and  when  reflection  and  rea- 
son resume  thdr  dorainlon,  will  extend  that  re- 
dress to  the  olive-branch,  which  their  pride 
will  not  permit  tliem  to  grant  to  the  sword; 

beeanse  a  nation  Is  a  raor' -' ^ 

fa  not  obai^eaUe  with  ai 


others,  or  where  Ita  will  has  not  been  consulted, 
the  unantborized  conduct  of  individnal  being 
never  considered  a  jnst  ground  of  hostility, 
until  their  sovereign  refnses  that  reparation 
for  which  his  right  of  controlling  their  actions, 
and  of  punishing  their  misoondoct,  necessarily 
renders  him  respotulble.    These  opinions  i 


called  npon  to  prescribe  a  course  of 
policy  most  important  for  this  country  to  pur- 
sue, it  would  be  to  avoid  European  connections 
and  wars.  The  time  mnst  arrive  when  we  will 
have  to  contend  with  some  of  the  great  powersrf 
Europe,  bnt  let  that  period  be  put  off  as  long 
aa  possible.  It  is  oar  interest  and  onr  dnty  to 
cultivate  peace,  with  sincerity  and  good  fiiith. 
As  a  young  nation,  pursuing  industry  in  every 
rhannel,  and  adventuring  commerce  in  every 
sea,  it  is  highly  important  that  we  shonld  not 
onfT  have  a  pacific  cnaracter,  bnt  that  we  should 
really  deserve  it.  If  we  manifest  an  unwar- 
rantable ambition,  and  a  rage  tor  conquest,  we 
unite  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe  against 
us.  The  security  of  all  the  European  posse^one 
in  our  vicinity  will  eternally  depend,  not  upon 
their  strength,  bnt  npon  our  moderation  and 
justice.  Look  at  the  Oanadas— at  the  Spanish 
territories  to  the  South — at  the  British,  Spanish, 
French,  Danish,  and  Butch  West  India  islands 
— at  the  vast  oonntries  to  the  West,  as  far  as 
where  the  Pacific  rolls  its  waves ;  consider  well 
the  eventfnl  conseqaences  that  would  result 
if  we  were  poeseasedbjflspirit  of  conquest;  ain- 
sider  woU  the  impression  which  a  manifastation 
of  that  spirit  wiU  make  upon  those  who  would 
be  afiected  by  it.  If  we  are  to  rush  at  onoe 
into  the  territory  of  a  neighboring  nation,  with 
fire  and  sword,  for  the  misconduct  of  a  sunordi- 
nate  officer,  will  not  our  national  character  be 
greatly  injured  I  Will  we  nut  be  classed  with 
the  robbers  and  destroyers  of  mankind?  Will 
not  the  nations  of  Europe  peroetve  in  this  con- 
duct the  germ  of  a  locty  spirit  and  an  enter- 
prising ambition  which  will  level  them  to  the 
earth,  when  age  has  matured  our  strength  and 
expanded  our  [lowers  of  aonoysnoe.  unless  they 
ooT&bine  to  cripple  us  in  our  infancy!  May 
not  the  consequences  be,  that  we  must  look  oat 
for  a  naval  force  to  protect  our  commerce;  that 
a  close  allianoe  will  result;  that  we  wlU  be 
thrown  at  once  into  the  ocean  of  European 
politics,  where  every  wave  that  rolls,  and  eve^ 
wind  tJiat  blowa,  will  agitate  our  bark!  Is 
this  a  desirable  state  of  things  I  Will  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  be  seduced  into  it  by  all  the 
colorings  of  rhetoric,  and  all  the  arts  of  so- 
phistry— by  vehement  appeals  to  their  pride, 
and  artM  addresses  to  their  cupidity?  No,  sir. 
Three-fourths  of  the  American  people  (I  assert 
it  boldly,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction) 
are  oppoeed  to  this  measure.  And  would  yon 
take  np  arms  with  a  millstone  hanging  around 
your  neck )  How  would  you  bear  up,  not  only 
against  tlie  force  of  the  enemy,  but  against  the 
irreaiatdble  ooirent  of  pnbllo  ojilnion?     The 
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thing,  iir,  Is  Impoadble ;  the  meuora  te  WOTW 
than  nudnaw;  it  is  wicked  beyond  the  powers 
of  description. 

It  is  in  yain  for  ihe  mover  to  oppose  these 
weightj  considerations  hj  meDocing  as  with  an 
insurrection  in  the  Western  States,  that  may 
eventnate  in  their  seizure  of  New  Orleans  with- 
out the  authority  of  Government ;  their  throw- 
ing themselves  into  the  arms  of  a  foreign 
power  1  or  in  B  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Sach 
threats  are  doubly  improper — improper  as  they 
respect  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed, 
beonnse  we  are  not  to  be  deterred  from  the  per- 
formance of  OUT  duty  by  menaoee  of  any  kind, 
from  whatever  quarter  thej  may  proceed ;  and 
It  is  no  less  improper  to  represent  onr  Western 
brethren  as  a  lawiesi,  unprincipled  banditti, 
wlio  woold  at  once  release  themselves  from  the 
wholesome  restraints  of  law  and  order;  for^ 
the  sweets  of  liberty,  and  either  renounce  the 
blessinn  of  self-government,  or,  like  Ooths  and 
Vandafe,  poor  down  with  the  imeistible  force 
of  a  torrent  upon  the  countries  below,  and  car- 
ry havoc  and  desolation  in  thtir  train.  A  sep- 
aration by  a  moDntoio,  and  a  different  oatiet 
into  the  Atlantic,  cannot  oreate  any  natural  col- 
lidon  between  the  AUanlac  and  Weatem  States; 
on  the  oontntry,  they  are  bound  together  by  a 
oommuoity  of  intereeta,  and  a  similarity  of  lan- 
guage and  manners — by  the  ties  of  oonsanguia- 
'  uv  and  friendship,  and  a  somenen  of  principles, 
Tnere  is  no  reflecting  and  well-prinoipled  man 
In  this  country  who  oan  view  the  severance  of 
the  States  withoat  horror,  and  who  does  not 
oondder  it  as  a  Pandora's  t>ox,  which  will  over- 
whelm us  with, every  calamity;  and  it  has 
etrnok  me  with  not  a  little  astonishment  that. 


iast  sesa^on.  whw  m  bill  repealing  a  Judiciary 
Mt  waa  under  oondderation,  we  were  told  that 
the  Eastern  Statea  would  withdraw  tbemaelvee 


frwu  the  Union,  if  it  should  obtain ;  and  we 
■re  now  informed  that,  if  we  do  not  atxiede  to 
the  proposition  before  us,  the  Western  Statea 
will  hoist  the  standard  of  revolt  and  dismem- 
ber the  empire,  Sir,  theea  threats  are  calonlar 
ted  to  pTOODoe  the  evils  tbey  predict,  and  they 
may  poatibly  approximate  the  spirit  they  pretend 
to  warn  OS  against.  They  are  at  oU  times  unnecea- 
•ory,  atall  times  improper,  at  all  times  misohiev- 
OQS,  and  ought  never  to  be  mentioned  within 
these  walls. 

Mr.  J.  Jaoxsok,  of  Geoi^ria. — Doming  fmn  a 
Bute,  at  the  extreme  of  the  Union  in  the 
Bontb,  and  excepting  the  States  immedtatelr 
Interested  in  the  navigatioii  of  the  Ifisaisripfd, 
Ibe  moat  oonoerned,  on  the  preaent  oeoanon,  of 
any  in  the  Union,  he  hoped  it  wonld  not  be 
deemed  improper  in  him  to  offer  his  sentiments 
on  the  reeolatioo  before  the  Senate;  for,  sir, 
no  event  oan  affeot  the  settlers  on  the  IBaiis- 
dppi,  no  change  of  masters  can  tkke  place 
there,  without  the  shook  being  felt  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia.  The  nation  which  holds 
Hew  Orleans  must  eventnaUy  pnsnrtn  the  floil- 


das,  and  Georgia  cannot  remain  an  indiff«ttnt 
spectator;  in  case  of  war,  the  bkv  etraek  on 
that  river  win  be  vibrated  on  the  Sunt  lifarT'i, 
and  the  attack  on  the  one  will  tie  seconded  Itj 
an  attaok  on  the  other. 

The  gentiemen  irom  Kentucky  and  Teoius- 
see  have  not  those  fear*  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tleman ftvm  Pennsylvania ;  they  have  dedind 
their  oitiwns  satisfied  irith  n^otiatlMi  in  the 
first  place,  and  the  ocHidaot  pursued  by  the  Ei- 
ecutive.  He  oonld  Mj  the  Moe,  ss  rapedi 
the  citizens  of  the  State  he  represmts,  sod 
begged  leave  to  read  a  letter  on  the  mtiject, 
fVom  a  respectable  gentleman  of  Georgia,  ip- 
plandiog  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Konrtw. 
[He  here  read  a  letter  expressing  Ihs  tppn- 
bation  generally  expressed  at  the  ncmiDatioD.] 

That  there  has  been  an  indignity  offered  U 
the  United  States  by  the  Spanish  GoTenaneU 
of  New  Orleans,  he  nhonld  not  deny;  n  far,  b« 
Joined  the  gentlemen  on  tlie  otfaw  nde,  m  dM 
only  to  declare  that  sense  of  it,  hot  to  tseit 
that  the  withdrawing  the  right  <^  dspwic, 
given  under  the  fourth  orticte  of  cor  tnetj 
with  Spain,  oonclnded  at  San  Loreaao  el  Reu, 
prior  to  the  pointing  out  another  place  for  Iliil 
purpose,  is  such  a  violation  of  onr  njbt,  lod 
soch  an  insult  to  the  dignity  of  the  ruticn,  ai 
onght  not  to  be  pnt  up  with  in  sileoee.  Wt 
ooght,  we  are  bound  to  demand  a  rastcnbcn 
of  that  right,  and  to  secure  It  to  our  Wfrttm 
citizens,  let  the  risk  be  what  it  mar,  if  it  eren 
extends  to  life  and  fortune.  He  oordisSy  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  bim, 
(Mr.  Uabos,)  that  it  is  «  momentous  antject; 
but  oonld  not  consent  to  go  at  once  to  "r, 
without  trying,  in  the  first  plaoe,  evei;  peaoes- 
ble  mode  to  ot>tain  redreos. 

The  flnt  part  of  the  natAaOva  deoltna,  tltU 
the  United  States  have  an  indispatable  ri^t 
to  the  free  navioation  of  the  river  l&ariM 
and  to  a  convenient  daoe  of  deposit  ftr  ^cif 
OTodnce  and  meroban^ae,  in  the  idtod  of  K«w 
Orleans.  Now,  rir,  the  former  part  of  tM 
resolution  is  not  aSeoted  by  any  ptoeeeding) 
of  the  Spanish  Qovernntent.  Ton  ne  ■  per- 
fbotly  in  poseession  of  the  right  at  T^J^ 
were ;  your  veasels  are  at  this  moment  Mj 
navigating  that  river;  yon  have  not  heard  rf 
a  nwle  intermptton ;  yon  have  not  leant  thai 
the  Spaniards,  so  fiu-  from  intenvpting  A>l 
navigation,  have  ever  doubted  your  ripiL 
Why  then,  rir,  rMolvo  on  the  ««•*«  ,^ 
rights  which  are  not  qaeati<»ied,  but  of  vbm 
yon  are  aom|detdy  in  poasesrioni  Be  nxud 
compare  it  to  no  t^ber  oate  than  that  t'  a  u^ 
in  private  Hfe,  in  peeoeeUe  pasMencsi  <■  ■>> 
house,  resolving  on  and  pnUisUng  his  <>*< 
ri^t  to  It,  and  thereby  rousing  the  nsfrntnt 
of  his  n«ghb(»B  to  doubt  the  title  to  it  P^ 
ing  over  the  latter  division  of  the  flist  f*"^ 
tion,  and  which  he  acknowledged  tn  be  l" 
&ot,  let  ns  consider  the  aeoond  prt^ostKe, 
"That  the  late  infraction  of  auch  their  onqs* 
tionable  right,  h  an  aggreadon  hostile  to  tbec 


honor  and  intereat." 
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of  ttiis  kind,  can  70D  retract?  Too  cannot;  it 
b  in  fftct  B  deolaratioii  of  war  itself.  Uany  of 
the  conrts  of  Enrope  wonld  oondder  it  bo,  and 
Lave  engaged  in  war  for  leaa  oaoM  of  ofienoe 
than  this  resolation  oontaina.  Yon  pronounce 
■t  once,  witboDt  kiAiwing  whether  the  proceed- 
iDga  at  New  Orleani  were  sanotionea  by  tlie 
Court  of  Spain,  that  that  nation  ia  in  a  state  of 
hostility  against  jonr  honor  knd  lnt«re«t,  which 
declaration,  ooapled  with  the  following  resoln- 
tioD,  "  That  it  does  not  condst  with  die  dignit; 
or  Hfetf  of  this  Union  to  hold  a  right  so  im- 

Pint  by  a  tennre  so  uncertain,"  is  a  direct 
t  to  that  nation.  Bnt  if  war  is  not  to  be 
found  ia  those  resolntions,  is  it  not  In  the  fifth 
reflation,  "  That  the  President  be  aathorized 
to  take  immediate  possesion  of  sooh  place  or 
plooee  in  the  stud  island,  or  the  a^aoent  territo- 
ries, as  he  may  deem  fit  or  ooavenieDt."  Is  this 
not  war )  If  it  t>e  not,  he  knew  not  what  war 
WM !  And  now  let  as  inqntre,  if  we  shoold  be 
JnsUfled  in  adiiptiug  those  measnrte,  on  the 
groDDds  of  pnhlio  or  private  jnstioet  or  the  laws 
of  nations. 

Bir,  the  going  to  war  has  always  been  oon- 
ridered,  even  among  barbarons  nations,  a  most 
serioos  thing ;  and  it  has  not  been  nndertaken 
witboat  the  most  serioos  deliberation.  It  was 
a  practice  among  the  -Romans,  prior  to  under- 
taking  a  war,  to  oonmlt  the  faeialtt  on  the 

iostice  of  it;  and,  after  it  had  been  declared 
nst,  to  refer  it  to  the  Senate,  to  jndae  of  the 
policy  t^it ;  tmd  imless  the  Jnstioe  and  the  pol- 
icy were  both  accorded  in,  the  war  was  not 
nndertaken.  If  this  was  tbe  oase  then  among 
barbsrona  nations,  shall  we,  who  csH  onrsdves 
a  civilized  nation,  not  weU  weigh  the  Justice 
and  the  policy  of  going  to  war,  before  we  nn- 
dertskeitl 

As  to  national  honor  and  ^gnity,  he  believed 
we  have  sll  a  proper  sense  of  it,  and  he  would 
be  one  of  the  last  on  this  floor  to  pnt  np  with 
iosnlt  and  indigidty  f^om  any  nation;  bnt^  as 
mnob  as  we  had  heard  of  it,  be  did  not  think 
we  onght,  withont  nc^tiatton,  to  resent  every 
i^joryhy  war.  In  many  casea,  national  honor 
is  only  a  convertible  term  for  national  inlertBt; 
and  he  begged  leave  to  relate  an  imecdote  of  a 
eelebrated  soldier  on  this  head.  After  the  ful- 
ore  of  the  attempted  storm  of  Savannah,  in  the 
year  1779,  Oonut  D'Esti^ng,  who  was  wounded 
u  &e  attack,  and  lay  in  thai,  ritoation  aboDl  five 
miles  trom  Savaanah,  was  visited  by  Govouor 
Botledge  and  other  gentlemen  of  Bonth  Oaro- 
Hna  and  G«or^  ihe  Governor  having  per- 
oeived  some  movements  in  camp  indicative  of  a 
retrogada  motion,  told  the  Oonnt  that  his 
honor  and  tha  hoitorof  France  were  oonoe 
In  his  remaning  and  taking  the  dty.  The 
Ooant  very  mildly  replied,  "  Oentlemen,  if  my 
honor  ia  to  be  lost  by  not  taking  the  city,  it  is 
lost  already ;  bnt  I  deem  my  honor  to  consist 
in  the  honor  of  my*  coont^  and  that  honor  ia 
my  coantry's  interest  1 "  The  time  of  operation 
In  the  "West  Indies  was  arrived,  and  the  Ooant 
re-emborked  his  troops. 


Now,  rir,  is  It  not  onr  dnty  to  oonsalt  oor 
country's  interest,  before  we  take  this  r«sh  step, 
which  we  cannot  recall!  Peace  is  the  interest 
of  all  repnblics,  and  war  their  destmotion ;  it 
loads  and  fetters  theoi  with  debt,  and  entangles 
not  only  the  preeent  race,  bot  posterity.  Peace, 
sir,  has  been  the  roling  policy  of  the  United 
Btates  throQghont  all  her  oareer.  If  we  show 
the  citizen B  that  we  arenot  willing  to  so  to  war, 
and  load  them  with  taxes,  they  tnll  ul  be  with 
ns,  when  a  necessity  for  war  arrives.  What, 
sir,  was  the  policy  of  America,  liom  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  Revolution  I  At  that  day, 
did  we  hastily  go  to  war  I  No ;  we  tried  every 
peaceable  means  to  avoid  it,  and  those  meam 
mdnced  a  unanimity  in  the  people. 

At  tlie  oommenoement  many  States  were  ex- 
ceedingly divided,  in  some  a  majority  were 
against  Qs;  yet,  seeing  the  moderation  and  jns- 
tioe  of  our  measnreo,  and  tha  rashness  and  ty- 
ranny of  the  British  cabinet^  th^  came  ovw  to 
our  ndo,  and  become  the  most  sealons  apiong 
ns.  At  the  present  moment,  t\t,  the  people 
are  avene  te  war,  they  are  tatJaSed  with  the 
steps  of  the  Exeontive,  they  wish  negotiation. 
If  you  adopt  theee  resolutions,  they  wUl  be  still 
divided ;  if  yon  negotiate^  and  fbil  in  that  ne- 
gotiation— If  yon  cannot  obtain  a  redreM  of 
the  injury  which  they  feel  as  well  as  yon,  they 
will  go  all  lengths  with  you,  and  be  prepared 
for  any  event ;  yon  will  have  this  advantage, 
yon  wUl  be  imuiimouB,  and  America  imited  ii 
a  match  for  the  world.  In  noh  a  case,  sir, 
every  man  will  be  anxions  to  march,  he  woidd 
go  himself  if  colled  on,  and  whether  the  slug- 
gish Spanisrd  or  the  French  grenadier  com> 
mands  New  Orleans,  it  mnst  uU ;  they  will 
not  be  able  to  resist  the  brave  and  ntunerons 
boeta  of  our  Western  brethren,  who  ore  so 
mneh  interested  in  the  injury  complained  of. 
He  was  himself  of  opinion  that  New  Orleani 
most  belwig  to  tho  United  Btates;  it  mnst 
come  to  ns  in  the  coarse  of  hnmon  events 
although  not  at  the  present  day ;  for  he  did  not 
wish  to  use  foroe  to  obtain  it,  if  we  oonld  get  a 
redress  of  injury ;  yet  It  will  naturally  fkll  into 
onr  hands  by  ^^nol  but  inevitable  coDseB,  a* 
snre  ond  oert^  as  manufactures  arise  fVom 


population  and  the  plentiful  products 
of  agrlonlture  and  oommeroe.    Bnt  let  it  be  no- 


at  sure  as  fate,  fidl  with  it  Good  foith  fbrblds 
Mcrooohment  on  a  padflo  ally ;  but  if  hostility 
shows  itself  agunst  na,  Intereet  demands  it; 
Qeoigia  in  such  oase  could  not  do  without  iL 
Qod  and  nature  have  destined  New  Orleans 
and  the  Floridas  to  belong  to  this  great  and  ris- 
ing empire.  As  natural  bonnds  to  the  South, 
are  the  Atiantio,  the  Onlf  of  Mexico,  and  the 
tQadssinpi,  and  the  world  at  some  ftatnre  day 
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THOB8D4T,  Febrnary  34. 
Hutiitippi  Qiuttum. 

Agnwhly  to  the  order  of  the  da7,  the  Senate 
reSDined  the  con^deraUon  of  the  reaolutiooB  re- 
Epecting  the  iodispatable  right  of  the  United 
SUt«8  to  the  free  ntiTigitioD  of  the  UissiBsippi, 
together  with  the  proposed  amendments  there- 
to. 

Ur.  Wblls,  of  Delaware,  said, — Gentlemen 
have  persoaded  themedves  that  the  conduct  of 
Uie  Inteodant  ia  not  sathoHzed  b^  the  Spanish 
or  French  QoTemmeDt;  bnt  wtiat  reason  have 
they  assigned  na  in  support  of  this  npinionl 
Thej  tell  OB  of  the  friendlv  assnranoce  received 
trom  the  Minister  of  His  Oatholio  Majesty  resi- 
dent near  our  Government;  and  they  place 
considerable  stress  npon  the  circoinstance  of 
the  Governor  of  Mew  Orleans  disapproviE^  of 
what  the  Intendaot  has  done.  I  will  not  sbop 
to  speak  of  the  imprudence  of  reporing  them- 
selves upon  the  assurances  of  a  Uinister,  per- 
haps expressly  instmoted  to  mislead  them. 
Bat  why  have  they  trusted  to  the  imaginary 
collision  of  sentiment  between  the  Giivernor 
nnd  Intendant  of  Kew  Orleans)  Do  not  gen- 
tlemen know  that  onr  Government  is  in  poe- 
seesion  of  testimony,  demonstrating  beyond  all 
kind  of  doDbt,  that  this  is  not  the  faot  t  Have 
tHey  not  seen  the  letter  of  the  Governor  of 
Kew  Orlearks  to  the  Governor  of  the  Uiausslp- 
pi  Territory)  In  this  letter  I  learn  ttiat  the 
Governor  comw  ont  and  acknowledges  his  co- 
operation with  the  Intendant,  Jnstifles  the 
breach  of  the  treaty,  and  dedaree  that  these 
instraments  cease  their  binding  force  the  mo- 
ment it  suits  the  interest  of  either  party  to 
break  throagh  them.  Alas  I  the  history  of  the 
world  ftimishee  us  too  many  evidences  of 
this  melancholy  tmjh.  Bat  this  is  the  finit 
time  that  any  nation  has  had  the  hardihood  to 
avow  it.  No,  sir,  even  Oarthage  herself,  who 
became  proverbiai  for  her  disregard  of  treaties, 
never  attained  to  a  point  so  profligate.  If  I  am 
incorrect  in  my  statement,  honorable  gentle- 
men, who  have  easier  access  to  the  sonroea  of 
official  information  than  is  permitted  to  ns,  will 
set  me  right.  Why  has  thu  docnment  been  so 
aednlously  kept  from  the  public  eye )  Why  it 
ahonld  be  even  now  so  carefully  looked  np,  is  a 
mystery  not  for  me  to  unravel- 

I  see  no  other  course  for  as  to  pnrsae  than 
that  pointed  oat  by  the  resolutions.  Our  inter- 
ests, onr  honor,  and  onr  safety,  reanire  it  to  be 
adapted.  I  am  aware  that  the  alarm  of  war 
will  be  rung  throagh  the  oonntry.  I  know 
fall  well  the  pains  that  will  be  taken  to  impress 
an  opinion  upon  onr  fellow-oitixens  that  we 
ore  the  friends  of  war.  This  we  cannot  help : 
the  danger  with  which  onr  oonntry  is  threat- 
ened, will  not  permit  us  to  shrink  from  Uie 
discharge  of  oor  duty,  let  the  oonseqnencea  to 
oarselves  be  what  they  may.  Let  me  ask  yoa 
with  my  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey, 
(Ur.  Datton,)  what  stronger  evidence  can  we 
give  you  of  the  sincerity  of  onr  intentions  than 


the  resolntions  themselves?  Bo  br  from  cramp- 
ing, or  diminishing  the  power  of  gentleoun  oj^ 
posed  to  OS,  in  a  orisis  like  the  present,  we  oiuj 
offer  to  strengthen  their  own  bands.  Hid  tM 
advice  of  an  honorable  gentleman  near  me  (Mr. 
Morris)  been  list^ed  to,  when  you  were  di»- 
banding  your  army,  this  crisis  would  not  bsit 
happened.  Had  you  then  postM  at  the  Kiiohe^ 
as  ne  recommended,  a  thousand  BoMien,  the  niv- 
igation  of  the  Mississippi  would  not  noir  Hn 
been  interrupted.  He  foretold  yon  what  would 
happen,  and  his  prediction  has  been  litetillj 
ftalfilled. 

There  is  bat  one  bolt  I  find  with  then  mo- 
ludonn,  which  is,  they  do  not  go  ftr  euongtu 
If  I  ooald  obtain  a  second,  I  would  more  u 
amendment  explicitly  authorizing  the  taking 
possession  of  both  the  Flotidas  as  well  as  tb« 
island  of  New  Orleans.  In  one  respect  I  en- 
tirely accord  Tith  the  honorable  genlleFniii 
ftom  Goor^a,  (Mr.  Jaoksoh,^  and  I  sdniin, 
the  manly  and  decinve  tone  m  which  he  bia 

rken  npon  this  anlijeot.  We  both  agree  (bit 
Floridas  must  be  attached  to  the  Ciiud 
States ;  bnt  we  difler  in  point  of  time.  Tbt 
violent  aggreauon  committed  npon  onr  ri^n, 
and  the  extent  of  the  danger  with  whkh  ws 
are  threatened,  in  my  hum  Me  opinion,  'onld 
amply  foetitj  our  taking  possession  of  tbem 
immediately.  Look  at  the  rd^ve  ainuioD 
of  Geoi^a,  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ud  Ih 
Floridas,  and  it  will  require  very  tittle  d(  ihe 
spitit  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  we  sliill,  en 
long,  be  oompelled  to  poseees  oorwlTee  of  them 
in  onr  own  defence, 

Mr.  GouTBBSBTis  UoRBiB.— Mr.  PrerideM, 
my  object  is  peaoe.  I  oould  osNgn  mmy  reasom 
to  show  that  this  deolaration  is  dooav.  Bat 
can  it  be  necessary  to  give  this  Senate  aDTolber 
assurance  than  my  word  I  NotwitiisliDdiiig 
the  acerbity  of  temper  which  resolts  fiom  pen; 
strife,  gentlemen  wiU  believe  me  on  my  word. 
I  will  not  pretend,  hke  my  honorable  oollMpie, 
(Mr.  OnHTOM,)  to  describe  to  you  the  '«*». 
the  ravages,  and  the  horrors  of  war,  I  hire 
not  the  same  hannonions  periods,  nor  Ibe  shus 
mnsical  tones;  neither  shall  I  boast  of  Chrii- 
tian  charity,  nor  attempt  to  display  thst  iiige- 
nnons  glow  of  benevoleTice  so  decorou  to  tM 
cheek  <rf  yoath,  which  gave  a  vivid  tint  to  e»«y 
sentence  he  nttered ;  and  was,  if  poonUe,  M 
impree^ve  even  as  his  eloquence.  But  thoagD 
we  possess  not  the  same  pranp  of  wori^  osr 
hearts  are  not  inaenmble  to  the  woes  of  himisD- 
ity.  We  can  feel  for  the  misery  of  pinodew 
towns,  the  oonfiagration  of  defenoelen  vill^ps, 
and  the  devastation  of  cultured  flrfds.  Turn- 
ing from  these  featnres  of  general  distns,  ve 
oan  enter  the  abodes  of  private  afflirtioB,  spJ 
behold  the  widow  weeping,  aa  she  t^»oe^  i* 
the  pledges  of  connubial  affection,  the  resOT- 
blanoe  of  him  whom  ^e  has  loot  forever.  «• 
see  the  aged  matron  bending  over  lb*  wb*  « 
her  son.  He  was  her  darling ;  for  be  «*  J^ 
erons  and  brave,  and  theretOTS  his  ffM  *™ 
hmt  to  the  field  in  defence  of  his  ooanlry.    "* 
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can  observe  another  oppreesed  witb  onatterable 
tDgnigh:  condemned  to  conceal  her  affection  ; 
fbroed  to  hide  that  pasdon  wliich  ia  at  once 
the  torment  and  deligat  of  life;  ehe  leama  that 
tiiofa  eyea  which  beamed  with  aentiment,  are 
dosed  in  death;  and  bis  lip,  the  mby  harbin- 
ger of  Joj,  lies  pale  and  cold,  the  miserable 
appendage  of  a  numgled  corpse.  Hard,  hard  in- 
deed, mast  be  that  heart  which  Cftn  be  insensi- 
ble to  scenes  like  these,  and  bold  the  man 
irlio  dare  present  to  the  Almighty  Father  a 
coDscienoa  crimaoned  with  the  blood  of  l^ 
children. 

Yea,  sir,  we  wish  for  pesoe;  bnt  how  ia  that 
Uesaing  to  he  preeerred)  I  ahall  here  repeat 
a  sentiment  I  nave  often  had  occasion  to  ex- 
press. In  my  opinion,  there  is  nothing  worth 
fighting  fbr,  bnt  national  honor ;  for  in  the  na- 
tional honor  is  involved  the  national  indeipan- 
dence.  I  know  that  a  State  may  find  itself  in 
■och  nnpropitions  oironmatances,  that  pmdenoe 
may  force  a  wise  govonmeot  to  conceal  the  sense 
of  indignity.  But  the  insolt  abonld  be  engraven 
on  tablets  of  brass,  with  a  pencil  of  steel  And 
when  that  time  and  chance,  which  happen  to 
all,  shall  bring  forward  the  favorable  moment, 
then  let  the  aven^g  arm  strike  him.  It  is  by 
avowing  and  maintaining  this  stem  principle 
of  boncH-,  that  pesoe  can  be  preeerred.  Bnt 
let  it  not  be  Huppoeed  that  an^  thing  I  say  baa 
the  aliiditest  aliouon  to  the  ipjnries  snstained 
from  Fninoe,  while  aafibring  in  the  pangs  of 
her  Bevolntion,  As  soon  ahonld  I  npbraid  a 
Bck  man  for  what  he  might  have  done  in  the 
paroiyams  of  diaeaae.  Nor  is  this  a  new  senti- 
ment; it  was  felt  and  avowed  at  the  time 
when  these  wrongs  were  belied  on  oa,  and  I 
appeal  for  the  proof  to  the  flies  of  yonr  Seore- 
tary  of  State.  The  destiniee  of  France  were 
then  in  Hie  hands  of  monatera.  By  the  decree 
of  Heaven  she  was  broken  on  the  wheel,  in  the 
&oe  of  the  world,  to  warn  mankind  of  her  foUy 
and  madness.  Bot  these  scenes  have  passed 
away.  On  the  throne  of  the  Bonrbons  is  now 
seated  the  first  of  the  Oollio  Otesara.  At  the 
head  of  that  gallant  nation  is  the  great — the 
greatest — man  of  the  present  age.  It  beoomes 
OS  well  to  consider  his  ntnation.  The  things 
he  has  achieved,  compel  him  to  the  achieve- 
ment of  things  more  great.  In  his  vast  oareer, 
we  mnst  soon  become  objects  to  command  at^ 
tention.  We  too,  in  onr  tarn,  mnst  contend  or 
snbmit.  By  aubmiseion  we  may  indeed  have 
peace,  alike  precaiiooa  and  igoomintons.  But 
b  ^ia  the  peaoe  which  we  ooght  to  seek? 
Will  this  satisfy  the  Joat  «xpeatation  of  onr 
cotmtry  t  No,  list  na  hava  peaoe  permanent, 
(eonret  aikL  if  I  m^  nse  the  term,  independent. 
Peaoe  whicA  depends,  not  on  the  pity  <»  others, 
bnt  4m  onr  own  ibioet  Let  ns  have  tlie  only 
peace  worth  barini^  a  peace  consistent  with 

B^re  I  condder  the  existing  state  of  things, 
let  me  notice  what  gentlemen  have  eud  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  The  honorable  member  timm  Ken- 
tod^  has  told  OS,  that  indeed  there  ia  a  ri^t 


arrested,  hnt  whether  by  anthority  or  not  is 
eqnivocal.  lie  says  the  representative  of  Sptdn 
verily  believes  it  to  be  an  nnaathorized  act, 
Uy  honorable  oolleagne  informs  ns  there  has 
been  a  clashing  between  the  Governor  and  In- 
tendant.  Be  aaya  we  are  told  by  the  Spanish 
Minister  it  was  nnantborized.  Notwithatand- 
theae  assurnnoea,  however,  my  honorable 
leagne  baa,  it  seems,  some  donhts ;  bnt  nerer- 
thelesa  he  presumee  innocence,  for  my  coltcngne 
is  charitable.  The  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  goes  farther.  Be  telle  ns  the  Minis- 
.<t  it  Spain  aaya,  the  Intendant  had  no  auoh 
anChority,  and  the  Mtniater  of  France,  too,  saya 
there  is  no  anch  authority.  Sir,  I  have  all  poe- 
uble  reapect  for  those  gentlemen,  and  every  pro- 
per oonfidence  in  what  they  may  think  proper 
tooommnnicate.  I  believe  the  Spanish  Minister 
has  the  beet  l  laginable  disposition  to  preserve 
peace;  being  indeed  the  expreaa  purpose  for 
which  he  was  sent  among  ns.  I  believe  it  to 
1  object  near  to  bis  heart,  and  which  has  a 
strong  hold  npon  his  affections.  I  respect  tiie 
warmth  and  benevolence  of  hia  feelings,  bnt  be 
,  pardon  me  that  I  am  deficient  in  courtly 
compliment;  I  am  a  repablican,  and  cannot 
commit  the  interesta  of  my  conntry  to  tha 
lodnees  of  his  heart. 

What  is  the  state  of  things  I  There  has  been 
cession  of  the  island  of  New  Orleana  and  of 
Loniaiana  to  France.  Whether  the  Floridas 
also  been  ceded  is  not  yet  certain.  It  has 
said,  as  from  authority,  and  I  think  it 
probable.  Now,  sir,  let  ns  note  the  time  and 
the  manner  of  this  cession.  It  was  at  or  im- 
mediately after  the  treaty  of  Lun^ville,  at  the 
first  moment  when  France  conld  take  up  a  dis- 
tant object  of  attention.  Bnt  had  Spain  a  ri^t 
to  make  this  cession  without  onr  consentt 
Gentlemen  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  she 
had.  Bnt  I  deny  the  position.  No  nation  has 
a  right  to  give  to  another  a  dangerous  neighbor 
without  her  consent.  This  is  not  like  tbe  case 
of  private  citizens,  for  there,  when  a  man  is  in- 
jnrad,he  can  resort  to  the  tribunals  fbr  redress; 
and  yet,  even  there,  to  dispose  of  property  to 
one  who  is  a  bad  neighbor  ia  always  conudered 
aa  an  act  of  nnkindnees.  Bnt  as  between  na- 
tions, who  can  redress  themselves  only  by  war, 
such  transfer  is  in  itself  an  aggression.  He  who 
renders  me  inaecure ;  ho  whohazards  my  peace, 
and  exposes  me  to  imminent  danger,  commits 
an  act  of  hostility  against  me,  and  ^ves  me  the 
rights  consequent  on  that  act.  Bnppose  Great 
Britiun  should  give  to  Algiers  one  of  the  Bahi^ 
mas,  and  contribnte  thereby  to  eetablisb  a  nest 
of  pirates  near  your  coaata,  would  yon  not  con- 
sider it  aa  an  aggreedont  Sappose,  during  tbe 
late  war,  yon  had  convened  to  France  a  tract 
of  land  along  Hndson's  Biver,  and  the  northern 
ronte  by  the  lakes  into  Oanada,  would  not 
Britain  have  considered  and  treated  it  as  an  act 
of  direct  hostilitj  t  It  ia  among  the  first  limita- 
tiona  to  the  exercise  of  th»  rights  of  property, 
that  we  most  so  nse  onr  own  aa  not  to  it^ora 
another;  and  it  is  mider  the  immediate  senaa 
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of  this  reetriotioD  that  natioiis  arc  bound  to  Mt 
toward  each  other. 
But  it  IB  not  tbis  transfer  alone.    There  are 

droamstances  both  in  the  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner of  it  which  deserve  attention.  A  gentle- 
nua  from  Jtaryland  (Mr.  Wrioht)  has  told 
yoo,  that  all  treaties  ought  to  be  published  and 

frocloimed  for  the  information  of  other  nations. 
ask,  was  this  a  pnblio  treatTt  No.  Was 
official  notice  of  it  given  to  the  GoYernment  of 
this  country?  Was  it  announced  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  the  nsaal  forms 
of  civiiity  between  nations  who  dnly  respect 
eaoh  other  f  It  was  not.  Let  gentlemen  oon- 
tradict  ma  if  they  can.  They  will  Bdy  perham 
that  it  was  the  omission  only  of  a  vain  and  idle 
ceremony.  Ignoranoo  may  indeed  pretend  that 
snob  oommnnicadon  is  an  empty  compliment, 
which,  estftbliahed  withont  Qse,  ma;  be  omitted 
withoQt  offence.  Bat  this  is  not  so.  If  these 
be  ceremonies,  they  are  not  yaia,  bnt  of  serioDs 
import,  and  are  fonnded  on  strong  reason.  He 
who  means  me  well  acts  without  dittfoiae. 
Had  this  transaction  been  intended  fairly,  it 
would  have  been  told  frankly.  Bnt  it  was  sa- 
oret  becaoae  it  was  hostile.  The  First  Consul, 
in  the  moment  of  terminating  his  differences 
with  yon,  sought  the  means  of  fnture  influence 
ftnd  oontroL  He  found  and  scoured  a  pivot  for 
that  immense  lever,  by  which,  with  pot^it  arm, 
he  means  to  subvert  jour  dvil  and  political  in- 
Btitutions.  Thus,  the  beginning  wss  made  in 
deep  hostility.  Conoeivcd  in  snoh  principles, 
It  presaged  no  good.  Its  bodings  were  evil, 
ana  evil  have  been  its  frnlta.  We  heard  of  It 
during  tlie  last  session  of  Ckingress,  bnt  to  this 
hoar  we  have  not  heard  of  any  formal  and 
r^ular  oommnnication  from  those  by  whom  it 
was  made.  Baa  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the 
E^t  Consul  of  France,  no  means  of  making 
such  oommnnication  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  t  Tes,  sir,  we  have  a  IQniater 
in  Spain ;  we  have  a  Minister  in  France^  No- 
thing was  easier,  and  yet  nothing  has  been  done. 
Oar  Hrst  Magistrate  has  been  b«at«d  with  con- 
tempt ;  and  urough  him  our  oonntry  has  been 
insulted. 

With  that  meek  And  petoefiil  ^rit  now  ao 
sb^mgly  rooommended,  wa  aubmittad  to  tUs 
iusnlt,  and  what  followed  t  That  whiob  might 
have  been  expected ;  a  violation  of  our  treaty. 
An  open  and  direct  vii^don  bva  public  offloor 
of  tba  Spanisli  GoTanmwnt.  This  is  not  the 
case  dted  from  one  of  the  books.  It  is  not  a 
wrong  done  by  a  private  dtizen,  which  mi^t, 
for  that  reason,  be  of  doobtM  nature.  No;  it 
is  by  a  pnbUc  officer, — that  ofBcer,  in  whose 
pArdoutar  department  it  was  to  cause  the  faith- 
nil  observance  of  the  treaty  which  he  has  vio- 
lated. We  are  told  indeed  that  there  was  a 
dashing  of  opinion  betweoi  the  Governor  and 
the  Intendsnt.  But  what  have  we  to  do  with 
their  domestic  broilst  The  injury  is  done,  we 
Ibel  it.  I«t  the  bnlt  be  whose  it  may,  the  snf- 
flBriDg  is  ours.  But^  say  gentlemen,  the  Spanish 
IQnister  has  interfved  to  ooneot  this  iiregDlar 


the  step  he  was  abont  to  take,  that  the  Pna- 
dent  of  the  United  Btatea  might  SMSonably 
have  been  apprised  of  his  intention,  and  nnB 
tiie  proper  notico  to  onr  fellow-dtizenst  wh; 
baa  be  first  leamt  this  offensive  act  from  then 
who  suffer  by  it  ?  Why  is  he  thns  heU  np  to 
contempt  and  derision  f  If  the  Intendant  is  to 
lie  oontroUod  by  the  Minister,  would  he  hsre 
token  a  step  so  important  without  bis  idvi«l 
Common  sense  will  say  no.  But,  the  bitter  citp 
of  bnmiliation  was  not  yet  full.  Smarting  no- 
derthelaahttfthelntondant,  the  Minister  sootbea 
yon  with  assnranoee,  and  sends  advice-boals  to 
announce  yonr  forbearance.  Bnt  while  Ibet 
are  on  their  way,  new  injnry  and  new  iDSon 
are  added.  The  Intendant,  as  if  determinsd 
to  try  the  extent  of  yonr  meekness,  forhidi  lo 
yoDT  dtiiens  all  oommoDication  with  those  who 
inhabit  the  shores  of  the  Misstssippi.  Thowh 
lliey  should  be  starving,  the  Spaniard  is  mM* 
oriminal  who  sbonld  give  them  food.  Fortn- 
nately,  (he  waters  of  the  river  are  potsbtt^  or 
else  we  shonld  be  precluded  from  the  conmoa 
benefits  of  nature,  the  common  bonntj  of 
heaven.  What  then,  I  ask,  is  the  smMut  of 
this  savage  condcott  Sir,  it  is  vir.  Open 
and  direct  war.  And  yet  gentlemen  recom- 
mend peace,  and  forbid  ns  to  take  np  tb» 
gauntlet  of  defiance.  Will  genttemea  nt  Itn 
and  shut  their  eyee  to  the  state  and  conditioD 
of  their  country  t  I  shall  not  reply  tovhU 
has  been  said  respecting  depredationa  on  eom- 
meroe,  but  confine  myself  to  obieets  nf  wbidi 
there  can  be  no  shadow  of  doubt  Hera  is  ■ 
vast  counby  given  away,  and  not  without  din- 
ger to  ns.  Has  a  nation  a  right  to  jmt  tbtm 
States  in  a  dangerous  ntoationt  II'o,Hr.  And 
yet  it  baa  been  done,  not  only  without  oar  eoo- 
sent  previous  to  the  grant,  but  witiioat  oteerr- 
ing  uie  comrncm  forms  of  dvHity  aftv  it  wis 
nuide.  Is  that  wonderfU  man  who  pwdH 
over  the  destinies  c€  France,  Ignonat  ot  nn- 
mindfol  of  theeo'  fbrms !  See  what  wh  don* 
the  other  day.  He  directed  his  Ifiniitcr  to 
oanunnnloate  to  the  Elector  cfBanrii,  Us  to- 
tended  DMveinenta  in  Switnrlond,  m  ihcH 
ot^eot  He  knew  the  Elector  bad  a  ri^  to 
;  expect  that  infonnadaii,  alHiaa^  (be  gmf 
part  of  Swabia  Baa  between  Ua  doaikioH  *M 
Bwltaeriood.  And  tins  lij^t  is  foanded  ea  Its 
broad  princ^lee  already  mentiooed. 

Having  thna  con^ered  the  «Aet  of  tbii  <«- 
■Ion  npon  the  United  SUtes,  in  a  geaersl  p^ 
of  view,  let  ns  now  examine  it  toon  partienltf- 
ly,  as  it  regards  the  greater  dividcxn  t'  ^ 
country,  the  Western,  Uie  Southern,  the  Viul^ 
and  the  Eastern  Slates.  I  fter,  lir,  I  ahsU  »- 
tdn  you  longer  than  I  in  tended,  eerUlnly  b^ 
than  the  light  of  day  will  lart,  notwiChaUii«B« 
my  effort  to  comprise  what  I  have  to  wy  ta  tta 
smallest  oompess.  As  to  the  WMteni  SW*^ 
theeSaclswill  be  remote  and  imiMdiala.  Iwss 
more  rwnote  m^  be  examined  aodtr  lb*  I"*^ 
fold  aiQ>eot  of  peace  and  war.    In  psa<«  »? 
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will  aoffer  tha  diminatioD  of  price  for  their  pro- 
dooe.  The  adTonta^  of  sappl jing  tbe  fiencb, 
Dntdi,  and  Spuuih  colonies,  may  at  flret  nght 
lead  to  a  difibrent  oinuiou ;  bat  when  the  port 
of  New  Orleana  is  «liDt  to  ail  but  French  shipB, 
there  will  no  longer  be  that  oampetition  which 
DOW  esiBts,  And  which  Alwoja  reenlts  in  the 
hi^est  price  that  oommoditiea  con  bear.  The 
French  mercbanta  have  neither  the  large  coi- 
tal, nor  have  tbey  the  ttead;  temper  and  per- 
Mvering  indestrj  which  foiter  oommeroe.  Their 
Invuiable  olffect  in  trade,  la  to  acqnire  andden 
wealth  bj  large  profit;  and  if  that  cannot  be 
done,  the;  ab<Jidon  the  pursait  for  aome  new 
prefect.  Certain  of  the  market,  and  certain  of 
the  increaring  snpplj,  thef  will  prescribe  the 
price,  both  to  those  who  cnltivate,  and  t«  thoee 
who  consnme.   Such  will  be  the  effect  in  peace. 

In  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  attention  of 
her  fleets  to  cat  off  aappliea  from  her  enemies, 
must  neceemril7  afiect  the  price  of  prodnce  in 
ft  atil!  greater  degree ;  and  in  a  war  with  France 
it  will  bear  no  price  at  all,  until  New  Orleaoa 
shall  be  wreetea  firom  their  graqt.  Add  to  this 
tbe  danger  and  the  deTastxtion  from  the  troope 
of  that  oonntrj,  aided  hj  innnmerable  hosts  of 
■avagee  from  the  Western  wiMs.  Such  being 
the  evident  effects  to  be  prodnoed  in  times  not 
fcr  remote,  the  present  evil  follows  from  the 
andcjpation  of  them.  The  price  of  land  most 
be  reduced,  from  the  certainty  that  its  produce 
will  become  leaa  ralDsble,  The  flood  of  emi- 
gration to  those  fertile  r^oos  most  cease  to 
How.  The  debts  incnrred  !n  the  hope  of  advan- 
tageons  sales,  most  remain  nnp^d.  The  distreas 
ot  the  debtor  moat  then  recoil  on  hia  creditor, 
and,  from  the  common  relations  of  sodetj,  be- 
come general. 

What  will  be  the  effect  on  the  Bontbem 
8tat«e  t  Georgia,  CaroUna,  and  the  Misaladppi 
Terrjtorj  are  exposed  to  inTaaion  from  the 
Floridsa  and  New  Orleans.  There  are  dronm- 
atances  in  that  portion  of  America  which  render 
the  inTBsion  easy,  and  the  defence  difficulL 
Pensacola,  thongh  tbe  climate  be  warm,  is 
among  the  healthiest  spots  on  earth.  Not  only 
a  large  garrison,  but  an  arm;  ma;  remain  there 
withoDt  hazard.  At  FenaacolA  and  Bt.  Augna- 
tine,  forces  ma;  be  aswmbled  to  operate  in  titat 
eeaaoa  of  the  jear,  when  the  moraaaes  which 
•eporste  them  tKoa  onr  soothern  frontier  no 
longer  breathe  pestilence.  B;  what  are  thoee 
armies  to  be  opposed  f  WUiyon  oaU  the  militia 
troat  the  Nortn  to  aeaiBt  their  Bonthem  bre- 
Qiren  I  Thev  are  too  remote.  WiU  ;oa  seonre 
their  seoaonable  aid,  bring  them  earl;  to  tbe 
fields  the;  are  ordered  to  defend  I  The;  mnst 
perish.  The  climate,  more  fatal  than  the  sword, 
will  deetro;  them  before  the;  see  their  foe. 
The  oonntr;  adjoining  to  cor  &rathem  frontier 
is  nowinpoaeessionof  tbemoet  nnmerons  tribes 
of  savages  we  are  acquainted  with.  The  access 
to  tt  fh>m  New  Orleans  and  the  Floridas  is  eas; 
and  immediate.  The  to;a  and  gewnwsmano- 
ftotnred  in  France,  will  be  scattered  in  abnn- 
doaoe,  to  win  th^  aSbetloni,  and  sednoe  them 


from  their  present  connection.  The  talents  of 
the  French  to  gun  the  good  will  of  the  aavagee 
is  well  known,  and  the  disposition  of  those  mi- 
cnltnred  men  for  war,  is  eqnall;  notoiions. 
Here  then  is  a  powerftil  inatmment  of  destmo- 
tion,  which  maj  be  nsed  against  jon  with  min- 
ona  effect.  Besides,  what  is  the  popnlation  c4 
the  Southern  States!  Do  ;oa  not  tremble 
when  ;oiilook  at  it!  Have  we  not  within  these 
few  da;s  passed  a  law  to  prevent  the  imputa- 
tion of  certain  dangerous  characters  t  What 
will  hinder  them  from  arriving  in  the  Floridaa, 
and  what  can  guard  the  approach  from  thence 
to  onr  Soathem  frontier)  These  pemicions 
emissaries  ma;  atimnlate  with  a  prospect  of  free- 
dom the  miserable  men  who  now  toil  without 
hope.  The;  ma;  excite  them  to  imitate  a  fatal 
example,  and  to  act  over  those  scenes  which  fill 
our  minds  with  honor.  When  the  trun  shall 
be  laid ;  when  the  oonspirac;  shall  be  ripe  i 
when  the  armies  of  France  shall  reach  your 
frontier,  the  firing  of  the  first  mnaket  will  be  ■ 
signal  for  general  carnage  and  oonfiagration.  If 
;on  will  not  aee  your  danger  now,  the  time 
mnst  soon  arrive  when  you  shall  feel  it.  Tbe 
Southern  States  being  exposed  to  anch  immi- 
nent danger,  their  Representatives  ma;  be  made 
to  know,  that  a  vote  given  in  Ooogreas  shall 
realize  the  worst  apprehenaions.  Ton  will  then 
feel  their  danger  even  on  this  floor. 

Let  ns  now  consider  the  consequence  of  the 
cession  we  complain  of,  to  other  nations,  and 
this  we  ma;  do  generally,  and  then  more  espe- 
elally  as  to  thoee  who  have  a  direct  and  imme- 
diate interest  in  the  transactton.  In  a  general 
view,  tiie  first  prominent  feature  is  the  colossal 
power  of  France.  Dangerous  to  Europe  and  to  ■ 
tbe  world,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  a  great  in- 
crease of  that  power?  Look  at  Europe  1  One 
half  of  it  is  blotted  from  the  list  of  empire. 
Austria,  BuBsia,  Pruaua,  and  Britain,  are  the 
<»ily  powers  remaining,  except  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  and  they  are  paralyied.  Where  is 
Italy,  Switzerland,  Flanders,  and  all  German; 
west  of  the  Shine  t  Qone;  swallowed  no  in 
the  empire  of  the  Oanla.  Holland,  Spain,  For- 
tngol,  reduoed  to  a  state  of  anbmiaeion  and  de> 
pendenccL  What  is  the  ^tnation  of  the  powers 
that  remain!  Austria  is  eut  off  from  Italy,  the 
great  olject  of  her  ambition  for  more  than  three 
oentnriee;  long  the  rival  of  France,  long  b^an- 
dng  with  the  Bourbons  the  fate  of  Europe,  she 
must  now  lubmit,  and  tadtl;  acknowledge  to 
the  world  the  superiority  of  her  foe,  and  her 
own  hmniliatlon.  Pmsaia,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Great  Frederick,  was  at  the  head  of  s 
Germanic  league  to  balance  the  imperial  power. , 
Thongh  united  with  Austria  for  a  moment  in 
the  hollow  league  of  the  coalition,  she  boa,  like 
Austria,  tieen  actuated  by  a  blind  jealousy,  and 
bvoring  tbe  operations  of  France  for  tbe  ruin 
of  her  rival,  expected  to  share  largely  in  the 
general  apoU.  In  this  fond  hope  ^e  is  dis^ 
pointed ;  abe  now  sees  the  power  of  France  at 
her  door.  There  is  not  a  fortress  from  tJie 
Bhine  to  the  Baltic,  except  Magdeburgb,  whidi 
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the  ^rat  Gonaol  may  leave  on  his  left.  The 
fertile  plains  near  Lupno  coataiuthe  magazinea 
for  his  armiea  when  ho  Bhall  think  prdper  to 
laarch  to  Berlin.  'Westphalia  and  Lower  Saxonr 
are  open  on  tlie  side  of  Flanders  and  IloUand. 
The  Maine  presents  him  a  militarj  road  to  the 
borders  of  Bohemia.     By  the  Necker   be  ap- 

£  roaches  Ulm,  and  eetabllshes  himself  on  the 
lannbe.*  TlieBe  rivers  enable  h]m  to  take  the 
vast  resources  of  his  wide  domMa  to  the  point 
trhere  he  may  wish  to  emploj  them.  Menacing 
at  pleasare  his  neighbors,  ne  is  himself  secnred 
bf  a  line  of  fortreesea  along  hia  whole  frontier. 
Switzerland,  which  was  the  only  feeble  point  of 
his  defence,  and  which  separate  his  Qallio  and 
Italian  dominions,  baa  lately  been  subjected. 
The  voice  yon  now  hear,  warned  the  Swiss  of 
their  fiite  more  than  eight  years  ago.  The  idea 
seemed  then  extravagant;  bnt  realized,  it  ap- 
pears bnt  as  a  neoeaaary  incident  Bnssia  is 
deprived  of  her  inSnenoe  in  Germany,  and  there- 
by of  aprlneipalinstrnment  by  which  herpolioy 
might  operate  on  the  great  powers  of  the  Soath. 
The  Germanic  body  is  indeed  in  the  hand  of  the 
First  Oonsol.  Three  new  Sleotors  along  the 
Bliineara under  themonthsofbiaoonnon.  Tliey 
dare  not  speak.  Speak  I  None  dare  speak.  They 
dare  not  Mfn£  any  thing  inoonsistent  with  his 
wishes.  Even  at  their  conrtly  feasts  they  ait 
tike  Damocles,  destruction  sospended  over  their 
heads  by  a  single  htur.  Would  yon  know  the 
sentiment  of  England  t  Look  at  the  debates. 
In  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  they  apeak 
their  feare.  Snoh  being  the  general  sentiment 
of  Europe,  can  it  be  auppoeed  that  they  will 
view  without  anxiety  a  new  extension  of  that 
'  power  and  dominion,  the  object  of  their  hatred 
and  apprehenaion ) 

Will  it  be  said  that  there  is  a  security  to  the 
freedom  of  mankind  from  the  moderation  with 
which  this  enormous  power  is  to  be  exercised  f 
Vaiu  delo^on  t  This  power  is  not  the  result  of 
accident.  At  the  moment  when  France  de- 
throned her  sovereign,  it  was  easy  to  foresee 
that  a  ccnteat  must  ensne  in  which  her  existence 
wonld  be  staked  against  the  empire  of  the  world. 
If  not  (wnanered  by  surrounding  priuoes,  (and 
the  hope  of  ancb  conquest,  nnless  by  the  aid  of 
her  own  citizen^  vaa  Idle,)  her  nnmeroos 
armies  acquiring  discipline  mnst  eventually  ooa- 

Sier.  She  had  the  advantages  of  utuation,  and 
ose  which  rasolt  from  union,  opposed  to  conn- 
rils  nncert^  end  aelfiab.  It  was  easy  also  to 
foresee  that,  in  the  same  progress  of  event^ 
some  fortunate  soldier  wonld  seat  himself  on 
the  vacant  throne ;  for  the  idea  of  a  French 
Bepublic  wasalways  a  ridiculous  chimera,  Buo- 
oaiarte  has  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  that 
nation  bv  deeds  which  oast  a  lustre  on  bis  name. 
In  his  splendid  career  he  must  proceed.  When 
he  oeasee  to  act  he  will  cease  to  reign.  When- 
ever in  any  plan  he  fails,  that  moment  he  falls. 
He  is  condemned  to  magnificence.    To  him  are 

•  TUi  waa  qi«t«o  b«t>ra  tlw  ""f-'rn  of  IJlm,  Au- 
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'  forbidden  the  harmonies  and  the  charities  <rf 
social  life.  He  commands  a  noble  and  gdlsnt 
nation,  pasnonately  fond  of  glory.  That  uijoa 
stimulates  him  to  glorions  enterprise,  tnd,  be- 
cause they  are  generous  and  brave,  they  coain 
his  success.  Thus  the  saiQe  principle  presentt 
at  once  the  object  and  the  means.  Impelled  lij 
imperious  circumstances,  he  rales  in  Europe^ 
and  he  will  rule  here  also,  unless  by  Tigorou 
eiertion  yon  set  a  bound  to  his  power, 

I  have  trespassed  on  your  patience  mora 
than  I  wished,  although,  from  the  laleneas  itf 
the  hour,  much  has  been  omitted  ot  what  I 
ought  to  nave  said,  I  have  endeavored  to  abow 
that,  under  the  existing  dronmstanees,  we  ire 
now  actually  at  war,  and  have  no  choice  bat 
manly  resiatance  or  vile  submission.  That  tbe 
poaaesaion  of  this  country  by  Franca  is  du)g«^ 
ous  to  other  nations,  bnt  fatal  to  m.  Tint  it 
forms  a  natural  and  necessary  uart  of  onr  cut- 
pire ;  that,  to  nse  the  strong  langaage  of  ttie 
gentleman  near  roe,  it  is  joined  to  ns  by  tba 
hand  of  the  Almighty,  and  that  i 
hope  of  obt^fljng  it  by  treaty. 
there  be  any  such  hope,  it  mnat  be  by  adopiiii( 
the  resolntions  offered  by  my  honorable  Meaii 
Sir,  I  wish  for  peace — I  wish  the  negotiaiioo 
may  succeed,  and  therefore  I  strongly  aige  joa 
to  adopt  those  resoludooa.  But  though  jun 
shoold  adopt  them,  they  atone  will  not  enmra 
suoceaa.  I  have  no  hedtation  in  saying  Ihit 
you  onght  to  have  taken  possession  of  Xev 
Orleans  and  the  Eloridas  the  instant  yoor  treat  v 
was  violated.  Yon  ought  t«  do  it  now.  Your 
rights  are  invaded — confidence  In  negotittioD  is 
vun;  there  is  therefore  no  alteraatlve  but 
force.  You  are  exposed  to  imnunent  present 
danger.  Yon  have  the  prospect  of  great  foiiire 
advantage.  Yon  are  justified  by  tiw  devut 
principles  of  right  You  are  urged  by  tbe 
strongest  motives  of  policy.  Yon  are  coin- 
manded  by  every  sentiment  of  national  dipiiy. 
Look  at  the  oonduot  of  America  in  la  u^t 
years,  when  there  was  no  actual  invwoa  of 
rights  but  only  a  claim  to  invade.  She  ntuied 
the  cl^m  i  uie  spumed  the  insnlL  EHd  ve 
then  hesitate!  Did  we  then  wait  for  foreign 
alliance  t  No ;  animated  with  the  spirit,  utrm- 
ed  with  the  aool  of  freedom,  we  thie*  oar 
oaths  of  allegiance  in  the  &c«  of  onr  aoveieigti, 
and  committed  our  fortunes  and  our  &tc  to  ib» 
God  of  batties.  We  Uien  were  snliJecM.  W* 
liad  not  then  attained  to  the  dignity  of  an  in- 
dependent Republic.  We  then  had  no  nnk 
amou^  the  nations  of  tbe  earth.  But  we  bid 
the  spirit  which  deserved  that  elevated  stalioii. 
And  now  that  we  hare  gained  i^  shall  <n  bH 
from  onr  honor! 

Sir,  I  repeat  to  you  that  I  wish  for  P«**T 
real,  tasting,  honorable  peace.  To  obtain  uw 
secure  this  blessing,  let  us  by  a  bold  and  ded 
give  conduct  convince  the  Powers  of  Enrcf* 
that  we  are  determin^  to  defend  onr  rigbly 
that  we  will  not  submit  to  inanit;  that  we  ™ 
not  bear  degradation.  Ihis  is  the  caodK* 
which  becomes  a  generons  pec^ le.    Thia  cof 
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dact  will  eomnuiLd  th«  rupect  of  the  world. 
'S«y,  rir,  it  maj  rouse  bU  Eorope  to  n  proper 
Bense  of  th^  fritOAUon.  Tbe^  we  that  the 
bilaooe  of  power  on  which  their  libertiea  de- 
pend, is,  if  not  destroyed,  in  extreme  doDKer. 
Ttnj  know  that  the  dotninion  of  Franoe  has 
been  extended  hj  the  sword  over  millions  who 
noan  in  the  serritnde  of  their  new  maatera, 
Tlieae  nnwilling  mUects  are  ripe  for  revolt 
Tite  empire  of  the  Q&dIh  is  not  like  that  of 
Borne,  secured  by^polit^cal  institntions.  It  may 
yet  be  broken.  Bnt  whatever  may  be  the  oon- 
dnct  of  othera,  let  us  act  aa  becomes  ooTMlves. 
I  cannot  believe  with  mj  honorable  colleu^e, 
that  three-fourths  of  Amo^oa  are  opposed  to 
vigorons  measnreB.  I  cannot  believe  tnat  tjiej 
will  meanly  reftue  to  pay  the  suns  needfbl  to 
vindicate  their  honor  and  sapport  their  inde- 
pendence. Sir,  this  is  a  libel  on  the  people  of 
America.  They  will  disdain  anbrnlsmon  to  the 
nrondest  sovereign  on  earth.  They  have  not 
Icat  the  spirit  of  aeventy-aix.  Bnt,  air,  if  they 
are  ao  base  as  to  barter  their  righta  for  gold,  if 
they  are  ao  rile  that  they  will  not  defend  their 
honor,  they  are  unworthy  of  the  rank  they  en- 
joy, and  it  ia  no  matter  how  soon  they  are  pai^ 
oelled  ont  among  better  maaters, 

Fbiiiat,  Febmary  2S. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  conaideration  of  the 
reaolatjons  respecting  the  indiapntable  ri(^t  of 
the  United  States  to  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Hisisiippi,  tt^ther  with  the  proposed  amend- 
ment thereto. 

Ur.  AinnBBOir  (of  Tennessee)  sud  he  rose 
with  mnch  difBdeace,  after  the  very  able  dis- 
cnasion  which  the  sol^ect  had  already  nnder* 
gtme ;  after  so  many  men  distdngnished  among 
the  first  in  onr  oountry  had  treated  it  with  so 
mnch  ability,  he  oonld  not  expect  to  Aintiah 
many  new  bets  or  obeervatione  on  the  subject. 
Bnt  coming  ftom  that  part  of  the  country 
which  ia  partionlariy  interosted  In  the  discns- 
non,  he  felt  himself  particnlarly  bonnd  to  offer 
ft  few  remarka,  which  some  eironeona  state- 
ments that  had  fkUen  in  debate,  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Wnrrx,)  partionlarly 
called  for.  Ha  would,  while  he  was  up,  endeavor 
to  add  a  few  observations  on  the  resolutions. 

The  first  of  the  resolutions  appeared  to  him 
to  be  introdnoed  merely  with  a  view  to  involve 
the  members  who  were  opposed  to  hostile  mea- 
snree  in  a  dUenuna.  It  was  tiie  assertion  of  a 
tmth  which  no  one  vrould  deny,  bnt  it  was 
ooonected  vrith  other  readntions  or  assertions, 
which  must  from  propriety  bring  the  whole  un- 
der a  n^ative  vote.  Tatong  the  naked  propo- 
Rtion  that  we  have  a  right  to  the  place  of  de- 
posit^ we  aE  agree;  that  it  has  been  suspended, 
we  are  equally  agreed ;  but  there  we  atop ;  by 
prefadng  their  resolutions  with  these  tJ^tha, 
they  expect  either  to  indace  na  to  vote  &r 
other  things  repugnant  to  oar  judgment,  or 
aflbrd  ro<nn  for  the  imputation  of  wrong  nto- 


tivee  and  clamor  abroad.  Bnt  we  are  not  to 
be  led  astray  in  this  way,  nor  are  the  people  of 
this  country  to  be  ao  deceived.  On  the  first 
organization  of  the  Government,  the  moat 
earnest  attention  was  directed  to  that  river; 
and  it  is  now  as  much  an  object  of  the  care  of 
Government  as  at  any  period  since  we  have 
been  an  independent  people.  Gentlemen  have 
not^  therefore,  represented  the  matter  with  that 
candor  which  the  seriouaoess  of  the  subject  de- 
manded. The  navigation  of  the  Hisaisuppi  has 
not  been  infringed  on  the  present  occa»on, 
thou^  the  arguments  of  all,  and  the  asaeniona 
of  some,  went  to  the  extreme  on  that  point. 
The  river,  he  repeated,  was  and  continues  to  be 
open,  and  he  could  not  discover  the  utility  of 
onr  declaring  onr  right  to  the  free  navigation 
when  we  are  in  full  unmolested  posseadon  of 
the  right  He  oonld  indeed  discover  something 
beside  utility;  he  conld  eeo  a  design  nowise 
founded.  The  gentlemen  expected  with  them 
the  Totea  of  the  Western  members;  they  ex- 
pected to  play  upon  onr  pasrioni,  and  to  place 
OS  between  the  danger  of  unpopularity  aad  the 
sense  of  personal  feeling,  in  a  case  of  a  critical 
nature.  But  gentiemen  would  find  themselves 
mistaken  to  the  utmost ;  though  he  felt  himself 
in  common  with  other  Western  members,  re- 

Xnsible  to  hia  constitaents,  yet  he  would  on 
Dccasiona  where  the  sense  of  right  impressed 
itself  strongly  on  him,  risk  popularity  to  do 
right.  On  this  occasion  he  saw  no  danger  of 
his  popnlarity,  becanse,  although  he  was  aware 
that  the  people  whom  he  represented  were  dis- 
satisfied, they  respected  their  Government  and 
themselves  too  much  to  countenance  any  means 
that  were  not  honorable  and  just,  to  obtain  the 
deposit  right. 

The  resolutions  called  npoo  ns  to  declare  the 
deprivation  of  the  right  of  deposit  to  be  hostile 
to  onr  honor  and  interests.  On  this  there  were 
avariety  of  opinions;  and  it  appears  to  be  agreed 
(for  it  was  not  contradicted  byany)that  the  act 
of  an  individual  onaothorized  cannot  be  either 
a  cause  of  war,  or  the  act  of  the  government  of 
which  he  is  an  officer.  No  gentleman  has  \iom~ 
tively  declared  the  act  to  be  authorized  by 
Spain.  We  have  the  beet  evidence  that  the  case 
will  admit  o^  that  it  has  not  been  authorized. 
As  the  act  of  an  individnal,  therefore,  it  cannot 
affect  the  honor  of  this  country.  That  her  in- 
terests are  affected  ia  agreed  on  all  hands  ;  but 
then  the  due  course  of  proceeding  has  been 
adopted,  and  redress  ia  to  be  expected.  If  it 
should  be  denied  us,  we  have  onr  remedy,  and 
it  is  then  that  it  will  become  a  point  of  honor. 
But  now,  as  had  been  well  aaio  by  his  friend 
from  Geoi^ia,  (Mr,  Jaoesoh,)  if  we  were  to 
raahly  declare  the  act  of  the  individual  contrary 
to  onr  national  honor,  we  could  not  retrograde ; 
and  if  Spun  should  not  do  unjoatice,  he  tniat«d 
that  we  should  then  take  our  strong  ground,  and 


— they  underrate  it :  there  is  not  that  levity  ii 
it  which  genUemen- suppose,  capable  of  being 
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lightly  led  ostrajr.  Tbe  obaraotar  of  Amerioa  is 
fixed,  and  when  real  Deoeuitr  calls  for  their  ex- 
ortioua,  the  people  will  reqture  no  artifidal  ex- 


From  time  to  time,  he  had  heard  in  that  House 
and  in  other  places,  tbe  most  wanton  and  cruel 
wpereions  cast  npon  the  people  of  the  Western 
ooacitrv-.  He  knew  not  how  gentlemen  oonld  re- 
concile thei^  pretensions  of  regard  fur  the  West- 
ern people  with  tbe  odious  impntationB  which 
were  constantly  cast  npon  their  attochiuenL 
The  whole  of  the  opposition  appeared  to  concnr 
in  their  lUiberality  towards  the  Western  peoph 
at  the  vety  moment  they  were  profeaaing  a 
mnch  zeal  for  their  good.  The  late  President  of 
the  United  States  bad  in  the  most  nnwarrantable 
manner  told  him,  that  the  Western  people  were 
raady  to  hold  oat  their  hands  to  the  flrst  for- 
eigner that  should  offer  tiiem  an  alliance ;  the 
same  sentiment  is  echoed  here,  only  in  di^rent 
terms.  Bnt  mob  Tile  imputations  attach  not  to 
the  Western  people,  bnt  to  those  who  employed 
thera.  The  Weateni  people  are  Americans,  who 
wasted  the  spring-tide  andsnmmerof  their  days 
in  the  canae  of  their  conntry ;  men  who,  having 
spent  their  patrimony  in  eatahliahing  their  eonn- 
try's  iodep^idence,  travelled  to  the  wildemetB, 
to  seek  a  homestead  for  themselves  and  children. 
Was  it  honorable,  was  it  oonsistent  with  thoae 
labored  efforts  for  their  good,  which  we  are  tcdd 
BOtnate  gentlemen,  to  calnmniate  them  in  so  on- 
wordiy  &  fiuhion  t  Gentlemen  utpear  by  th^ 
« to  deny  tliat  they  have  been  gaQ^  of 


draw  the  Western  people  into  an  alliance,"  "  The 
Western  people  would  be  ioflnenced  by  the  ta- 
ridiotis  emiuariee  of  France,"  "  Oormption 
ivonld  find  it«  way  among  them,  and  be  trans- 
fbrred  even  to  that  floor."  Is  this  not  ealnmnv 
of  the  darkest  hnef  Is  this  the  way  in  which 
aix  hundred  thousand  men  are  to  be  sti^ 
matjzed  1  Men,  a  greater  proportion  of  whom  are 
BoldieiB  who  fought  for  the  independence  of 
America,  than  ever  was  to  be  found  in  the  whole 
State  (Delaware)  to  which  the  gentleman  be- 
longs, 

Dnring  twelve  years,  right  of  which  one  of 
the  first  men  the  wwld  ever  saw,  or  perhqie 
ever  will  aee,  prerided  over  onr  aflMis,  the  policy 
ofpadficnei^jtiatlon  prevailed  in  our  oonncils; 
ft  policy  somewhat  more  hostlla  In  its  aspect 
iras  attempted  by  his  sncceeMr,  but  still  nego- 
tiatjoa  sneoeeded  negotiation,  and  xiooeaB  at- 
tended persevBranoe.  In  the  early  stagw  of 
our  existenea  before  we  were  yet  a  iiati<Hi,  it  is 
indeed  ti-ne  that  we  drank  of  the  cap  of  hnmtli- 
ation,  even  to  the  dregs;  it  was  the  natural 
cllbct  of  oar  dependent  ntnation ;  of  the  pro- 
Jndicee  that  bound  n«,  and  from  which  great 
violence  was  neoeesary,  and  was  employed  to 
detach  ns.  Bnch  hnmUiation  would  not  befit  ns 
now;  no  motives  exist  to  demand  or  justify  it: 
WA  were  then  a  part  of  another  nation,  ■"'i  con- 


nected with  another  Gownnuot;  web^nil^ 
petition  in  the  terms  of  atileetOMi  and  hsmility, 
which  are  incidental  to  subjeoti  of  maoardM; 
which  are  always  necessary,  in  order  to  ooiim^ 
the  spirit  and  the  pretfomption,  of  which  moo- 
archaarealwaysJealoQs  in  their  sotjeets;  but  ib- 
Jeotas  we  speared,  the  very  temper  and  phnat 
of  humility  deceived  onr  oppraeor  into  a  twlitf 
that  we  were  too  ktwly  to  entertain  the  msidj 
Wmper of  rei^tancc  against  oppreseim.  Tstoor 
precarsory  and  rdterated  hmnlli^  did  not  oa- 
nerve  onr  irms  nor  mbdne  onr  ndndi^  vlwo  it 
became  necessaiy  to  fling  off  Qie  trammds  of  cp- 
prea^n.  Th«  resolt,  we  now  eqjoy.  Whm 
that  very  powo"  from  which  we  had  dettcbed 
oorselrea,  reftaaed  to  carry  her  treaty  iota  anei- 
tion,did  we  thengo  towarl  BheheldmRd 
of  onr  fortrenee ;  we  were  entitled  by  vaj 
ri^t  of  nature,  and  IJie  ossge  d  nafiou,  toidM 
upon  them ;  Lot  like  the  ri^t  at  dqMH,  i 
privilege  eqjoyed  on  the  territory  of  sbdiIm', 
but  fortreeaes  held,  and  in  militarv  imj  on  mr 
own  territory.  ZKd  we  then  maae  war!  Ni^ 
we  n(^tiat«d ;  and  when  another  powsr  mi- 
seqnentlf  attacked  us,  we  prawned  ti>«  nmi 
coone  with  the  like  sncceak  Tht  mOma 
Qtr.  Ross)  has  toM  OB  that  when  Prcridtat 
WASHuroTOX  came  into  offloe,  h«  wooU  not 
have  negotiated  for  the  IGsaisrii^  bid  he  art 
fonnd  the  negotJadon  already  h^un.  Tb«  |M- 
tJeman  has  not  tfild  tis  npon  what  sothcnty  bt 
states  this,  orhowhecame  topossesitbtlaKm- 
ledgeofafhetDfwhich  allotheiainignnui; 
a  bet,  too,  oonttttdictory  of  his  [oaetioe  thnngli 
iif^  and  of  the  principlea  of  thst  legier  wUck 
he  left  to  his  conntry. 

Mr.  8.  T.  UuoH,sBid,thatifhewaetoaii- 
Eolt  the  sUte  of  hia  health,  he  tboald  not  tn»bli 


of  debate,  oertabtobwrvatioM^  aoidi  stnaesud 
paradoxical  arguments ;  innnuatioos  aid  mv 
tion*  of  anch  a  natnre  as  011^  not  to  he  fsacd 
mmoticed.  Donbtflil  whether  hit  Mnogth 
would  roat^  Urn  through  the  iri)c4e  hop* 
which  hi  better  health  be  should  take,  be  wooU 
uideavor  to  limtt  his  araomenta  to  a  6*  of  tb* 
most  prominent  particrusra,  which  taeM  lui 
attention,  and  to  the  deliTary  of  hia  KMCia  fcr 
preferring  the  sobstitate  ptt^iotilioiif  rf  liii 
Mend  from  Eantnoky,  (Mr.  Bbhhsbini.)  la 
the  orinnal  residations  of  the  goitletiwa  fMi 
Pennaylvaoia. 

He  had  heard,  in  the  debate,  many  ftftmm 
of  oonfidenoe  in  the  Exeontive.  Ha  vis  n^ 
^ad  to  hear  such  onnsnal  exproMJoaa  ftcai  tti* 
qnartw.  However,  it  was  entitlad  ta  to  ni 
wei^t— what  that  was  he  woirid  not  in^iKi 
bat  this  be  would  say,  that  thb  nmotw 
eboHitiMi  of  MHifldence  went  rvj  mMh  w» 
than  he  shoold  be  di^raaed  to  can;  his  ctaa- 
dence  in  any  man  or  any  Preatdent  vltftcrff- 
Gentlemen  tell  us  that  tAey  are  willii«  to  ■■- 
trust  to  the  Executive  the  power  of  ^""t/* 
war,  or  not,  at  his  disoretion.  WcndvAil  9- 
deed  is  this  sodden  diqioeilaoa  to  ODoflteM' 
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toUon,  (x»u 
declanngv 


Vby  do  not  gentlemen  give  away  that  which 
th«j  have  Mine  auUioritr  or  right  to  beatow  t 
Vbo  gave  them  the  poww  to  veat  in  aoj  other 
authority  than  in  OongreM  the  right  of  deolar- 
ing  war  I  The  ftaoiars  of  this  oonstitntion  had 
too  muoh  ezperienoe  to  intrust  mioh  &  power  to 
naj  individoal;  they  eariy  and  wisely  fbrenw, 
that  thoDgh  thera  might  be  men  too  Tirtnong  to 
abnee  musa  a  power,  that  it  ongfat  not  to  be  in- 
trtuted  to  any ;  and  niuatory  wonld  be  the 
SBtbMity  of  the  Senate,  if  we  coold  aMome  the 
right  of  banaferring  onr  oonstitntiooal  fimcticms 
to  any  man  or  iet  of  meii.  It  was  a  stretch  of 
OMifidoiee  wMoh  he  wonld  not  tnnt  to  any 
Preeident  that  ever  Ured,  or  that  will  lire.  Be 
eonld  not  as  one,  withont  treason  to  the  conatj- 

"  L  o(»ts«nt  erer  to  reUnqoigh  the  right  of 
o  any  man,  oe  men,  bende  Oon- 
gresB. 

We  are  told  that  negotiation  is  not  tlie  oonne 
which  is  proper  for  oa  to  porane.  Bnt  to  this 
he  shonld  reply,  that  saoh  was  the  nsage  of  all 
civilized  nations ;  and,  however  eentlemen 
might  attempt  to  whittle  away  the  strong 
groond  taken  Dy  hia  Mend  from  New  York,  he 
had  diown,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  ehaken,  uiat 
negotJAtion  before  a  resort  to  the  last  scourge 
of  naticMis,  is  the  ooone  most  oonnstent  with 
good  poUcjt  M  w«J]  as  with  universal  practice. 
The  gentlanan  from  Pemuylvaiua  had  indeed 
told  US  that  Great  Britain  had  departed  ftmn 
that  praotioa ;  onfbrtnnately  fiff  Great  Britain 
and  the  gentleman'a  argnment,  be  told  na,  at 
Qie  same  time^  that  she  Jiad  snstuned  a  most 
seriona  iqjiuy  by  her  i^justioe  and  precipitation. 
EttiA  wtfit  to  war  to  aeek  retribntion,  and  after 
fitting  a  while,  she  left  oS|  and  forgot  to  ask 
£»  retribntion  fbr  which  she  went  to  warl 
And  this  is  the  example  held  vp  for  onr  imita- 
tion; iMcanae  Great  Britain  violated  the  law  of 
nations,  we  are  called  npon  to  do  BO  too  I  Weare 
tdd  also  that  Great  Britain  commenced  war 
dniing  oar  Bevolntion,  against  the  Dutch,  with- 
ont mj  prerions  notineatjm;  that  she  did  the 
same  in  tlw  late  war  with  France,  and  in  both 
cues  sailed  on  the  ships  in  her  harbors ;  that 
ia,  like  a  profesrional  bnlly,  she  struck  first,  and 
then  tdA  them  she  would  flght  them — and  this 
ia  the  gracioos  example  held  np  to  as. 

Tbe  merits  of  the  different  propoattdona  eon- 
risted  in  this,  that  by  the  ameadments  we  pro- 


in  &ct,  the  ordinary  and  rational  conrsc  The 
first  reeolndona  go  at  once  to  the  point  of  war. 
This  was  openly  and  fidriy  acknowledged  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Q.  Morbib.^ 
The  goitleman  from  FeDiuvlvania,  fUr.  Boee,) 
indeed,  told  ns  that  it  ia  not  waT~lt  was  only 
going  and  taking  peaceable  poneMon  of  New 
Orleans  T  He  did  not  before  think  the  gentle- 
man felt  so  little  respect  for  the  Soiste,  or 
eatimated  their  nnderatandines  so  mnch  in- 
ferior Ut  his  own,  as  to  call  Bticn  a  mesmire  an 
act  of  peaoe  I  How  did  the  gentleman  mean  to 
go,  and  how  take  peaceable  poaseedont  Wonld 


he  march  at  the  head  of  the  potif  eomitatutt 
No  I  he  wonld  march  at  the  head  of  fifty  thoo- 
sand  militia,  andhewonldaendforth  the  whole 
naval  and  regular  force,  armed  and  provided 
with  military  stores.  He  would  enter  their 
island,  set  fire  to  their  warehouses,  and  bombard 
their  dty,  desolate  their  farms  and  plantations, 
and  having  swept  all  their  habitations  awav, 
after  wading  throneh  ab«ama  of  blood,  he  wonld 
tell  those  who  had  escaped  destmction,  we  do 
not  come  here  to  make  war  on  yon — we  are  a 
very  moderate,  tender-hearted  kind  of  neigh^ 
bora,  and  are  oome  here  barely  to  take  peaeeaUe 
poaeesoion  of  yonr  territorv  I  Why,  dr,  thid  is 
too  naked  not  to  be  an  insiutto  the  imderstand- 
iog  of  a  chUd  1 

Bat  (he  gentleman  from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Hoa- 
Bte)  did  not  trifle  with  the  Senate  in  snch  a 
atyle ;  he  threw  off  the  mask  at  onc«,  and  In  s 
downright  manly  way,  &ir]y  told  ns  that  ha 
liked  war — that  it  was  his  favorite  mode  of  ne- 
gotiating between  nations;  that  war  gave 
dignity  to  the  species — that  It  drew  forth  tbe 
moat  noble  ene^es  of  humanity  1  That  gentle- 
man Rcomed  to  teil  qh  that  he  wished  to  take 
peaceable  pceseesion.  No  I  He  coold  not  snivel;  , 
bis  vast  genius  spomed  hnckatering ;  his  mighty 
sool  woold  not  Dear  to  be  locked  np  in  a  petty 
warehonse  at  New  Orleans;  he  was  for  war, 
terrible,  ^oriooa  havoc  I  He  telb  yon  plainly, 
that  yon  are  not  only  to  recover  your  righta, 
bnt  yon  mnst  remove  yonr  neighbors  from 
their  poswMlons,  and  repel  those  to  whom  they 
may  transfer  the  soil ;  that  Bnonaparte's  amhf- 
tion  la  inantxable ;  that  he  will  throw  in  colonies 
of  Frenchmen,  who  will  settle  on  yonr  frontier 
fbr  thonsonda  of  miles  round  abont,  (when  he 
oomee  there ;)  and  he  does  not  forget  to  tell  yon 
of  the imminait dangers  which  threaten  onrgood 
old  friends  the  Engliah.  He  tells  yon  that  New 
Orleans  is  the  lock  and  yon  mnat  seize  npon  the 
key,  and  ^nt  the  door  against  this  terrible 
Bnonapa^  or  he  will  como  with  his  legione^ 
and,  as  Qolliver  served  the  Lilhpntians,  wash 
yoQ  off  the  map.  Not  content,  in  bis  great  care 
for  yonr  honor  and  glory,  as  a  statesman  and  a 
warrior,  he  turns  prophet  to  oblige  yon — your 
safety  in  the  present  year  or  the  next,  does  not 
satisfy  him — his  vast  mind,  nntrammelled  by  tbe 
ordinary  progressions  of  chronology,  looks  over 
agee  to  come  with  a  fiu^ty  bordering  on  om- 
niscience, and  conjnree  ns  to  come  forward  and 
regulate  the  decrees  of  Provldenoe  at  ten  thou- 
sand years  distance. 

We  have  been  told  that  Spain  hod  no  right  to 
cede  Louisiana  to  France  ;  that  she  had  ceded 
to  ns  the  privilege  of  deposit,  tmd  had  -therefore 
no  right  to  cede  her  territory  without  onr  oon- 
aentl  Are  gentiemen  disposed  to  wage  war 
in  support  of  this  principle)  Because  she  has 
given  us  a  litUe  privilege — a  mere  indalgence 
on  her  territory — is  she  thereby  construned 
from  doing  any  thingfor  ever  with  her  immense 
poaaeBHions )  No  donbt,  if  the  gentleman  (ttr. 
MoBsia)  were  to  be  the  negotiator  on  this  oo- 
casioD,  he  would  say:  "  Yon  mean  to  cede  New 
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Orleans  ;  no,  gentlemen,  I  beg  yonr  pardon,  ;on 

cannot  cede  that,  for  'we  want  it  oarselTes ;  and 
aa  to  the  Floridas,  it  would  be  vary  indisareet 
to  cede  that,  as,  in  all  human  probabilitj,  we 
Hhall  want  that  alao  in  leas  than  £ve  hundred 
years  from  this  day;  and  then,  as  to  Loni- 
aiana,  ^ on  Horelj  could  not  think  of  that,  for  in 
■omethiog  less  than  a  tbotisand  years,  in  the 
natnral  order  of  thinga,  oar  population  will  pro- 
gress towards  that  place  also. 

If  Spain  has  ceded  those  countries  to  Franoe, 
the  cession  has  been  made  with  all  the  encnm- 
brancee  and  obligations  to  which  it  Is  entfjeot  by 
previoDs  compact  with  TU,  Whether  Baonapart« 
will  execute  these  obligations  with  good  fiiith, 
he  could  not  say  ;  bat  to  say  that  Spain  haa  no 
right  to  cede,  is  a  Iwld  assertimi  indeed.    The 

Seople  of  America  will  not  go  along  with  such 
octrines,  for  tbey  lead  fo  rain  alone.  We 
are  also  b>ld,  that  the  power  of  the  Chief  Oon- 
Bul  is  so  great,  that  he  puts  up  and  polls  down 
all  the  nations  of  the  Old  World  at  discretion, 
and  that  he  can  do  m  with  ns.  Yet  we  are 
told  by  the  wonderfnl  Btatesman,  who  gives  as 
this  awful  information,  that  we  mnat  go  to  war 
with  this  maker  and  destroyer  of  Governments. 
I^  after  the  anoeanng  pnrBnit  of  empire  and 
oonquest,  which  is  tana  presented  to  na,  we 
take  possession  of  his  territory,  from  the  gen- 
tleman's own  declarations,  what  are  we  to  ex- 
pect, only  that  this  wonderful  man,  who  never 
abandons  an  object — who  thinks  bis  own  and 
the  nation's  honor  pledged  to  go  throogh  what- 
ever he  andeitakee — will  next  attack  us  ?  Does 
the  gentieman  think  that  this  terrible  piotore, 
which  his  warm  imagination  has  drawn,  is  a 
ooDclueive  argument  for  proceeding  to  that  war 
which  he  recommendsl 

The  Senate,  Ur.  Poksisbbt,  at  this  moment, 
presents  a  very  extraordinary  aspect;  and  by 
those  not  acquainted  with  onr  political  a&ira, 
it  would  appear  a  political  pheDomenon.  Here 
we  see  a  number  of  people  from  th^  Eastern 
Btatas  and  the  seaboard,  filled  with  the  moat 
extreme  Bolidtade  for  the  interest  and  rights  of 
the  Weetern  and  inland  States ;  while  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  Western  people  themselves 
appear  to  know  nothing  of  this  great  danger, 
and  to  feel  a  full  oonfidenoe  in  their  Gtovemment. 
The  former  declaring  that  (he  Western  people 
are  all  ready  for  revolt  and  open  to  aednction : 
the  latter  ignorant  of  any  anon  di^iosition,  and 
Indignant  at  the  disgrace  which  u  thrown  on 
their  character.  In  their  great  loving-kindneaB 
for  the  Western  people,  those  new  friends  of 
theirs  tell  them  that  they  are  a  simple  people, 
who  do  not  know  what  is  good  for  them,  and 
that  they  will  kindly  undertake  to  do  this  for 
them.  From  the  oontiguooa  Btatea  of  Bonth 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky, 
(those  States  from  which  the  gentleman  from 
Fennsylvauio,  by  his  resolutiona,  proposes  to 
draw  the  militia,)  every  member  of  this  Honse 
Is  opposed  to  war  ;  but  from  the  East,  (and  oae 
can  scarcely  refrain  from  laughing,  to  hear  of 
the  all-itoportent  representatives  of  the  State 


of  Delaware  in  partioolar,)  anch  is  the  psirioa 
for  the  wooderhl,  or  the  abanrd,  there  prevuli 
the  liveliest  sensibility  fortheWesteneoDntryt 
Kr.  NioKoiAa  sud, — When  the  gentleman  frooi 
Fennsylvania  (Hi.  Boas)  opened  his  war  project, 
his  resentment  appeared  to  be  confined  whcJIj 
to  Spain  ;  bis  soleolgeot  the  seeming  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ui^sdppi,  and  out  right  to  a  cod- 
venieDt  place  of  depodt  on  that  rivw.  We 
were  told  by  that  gentleman,  thatweirebooiid 
to  go  to  war  for  this  right,  wluch  God  tod  u- 
tnre  had  given  the  WestMv  people.  Whit  tra 
we  to  nnoerstand  by  'this  righ^  riven  by  God 
and  nature  t  Surely  not  the  rjgiit  id  depeot, 
for  that  was  given  bv  treaty;  and  as  to  the  riiU 
of  navigation,  that  W  boen  nether  snqwooed 
nor  bronght  into  q^ueetion.  But  we  are  told  bj 
the  same  gentleman,  that  the  pooseMioa  of  Sim 
Orleans  is  neoessary  to  our  comjdete  aecoritj. 
Leaviug  to  Uie  gentleman's  own  ocauoieDN  to 
settle  the  question  as  to  the  morality  of  taking 
that  place,  because  it  would  be  convenient,  be 
would  inform  him  that  the  poesearion  of  it  wQl 
not  give  us  complete  seonrity.  The  ieUod  of 
Cuba,  from  its  position,  snd  ^le  eioellenoe  <rf 
its  harbors,  commands  the  Golf  of  HeiieuM 
completely  as  New  Orleans  does  the  river  ID*- 
sissippi,  and  to  give  that  complete  Ncnritr 
that  he  reqnirea  of  the  President,  the  islaod  of 
Onba  mast  likewise  be  taken  pOMSsion  of  It 
has  been  shown  that  the  measnres  proeosed  by 
the  gentleman  frtun  Pennsylvania,  and  ot  woold 
again  demonstrate  it,  if  it  was  Decenarj,  m 
calculated  to  bring  upon  the  WeeWn  awMj 
all  the  n^sdueb  that  gentleman  has  dieted  H 
reaulting  to  them  from  a  low  of  the  navigsiion  of 
the  river  Misdsrippi.  If  we  are  diivra  to  wsi  to 
assert  ourrighta,  doe  Western  peofdemutmite 
ap  their  nunds  to  bear  that  loaadurbig  the  wir; 
for  without  a  naval  snpeiiori^,  which  we  bsn 


the 


navigation  to  any  osefhl  pnrpoae.  Ahbongh 
may  take  poeseamon  of  the  Florid*)  lad 


New  Orleans,  it  is  from  a  conviction  of  its  per- 
nicioas  effecta  opoa  the  Western  comtij,  u 
well  as  othw  reasons,  that  he  was  avem  to  ip- 
peoling  to  arms  aa  long  aa  there  is  apa^Ktcif 
attaining  our  object  in  another  way. 

The  gentleman  frvm  New  York,  finding  ths 
weight  of  argument  agunst  him,  and  that  a  re- 
sort to  arms  would  not  be  joitiflaUe  i^ion  tbt 
ground  taken  by  his  friends,  with  a  boUuM 
and  promptitude  that  charaoterins  vetanap*- 
litioians,  has  not  only  assigned  newaoddinr- 
ent  causes  for  war,  but  new  ot^eots,  and  a  nw 
and  more  powerful  enemy  to  o<^  with-  ™ 
no  doubt  felt  the  force  of  the  oignmeota  tlnl 
have  been  used  to  show  the  improba^ty  tint 
Spain  would  anthoriie  an  act  that  wdbM  fo- 
dnce  a  raptore  with  this  oonotry,  at  the  loj 
ment  that  she  was  parting  with  Louiaina,  un 
when  she  ooold  not  possibly  derive  any  ad"*^ 
tage  from  the  wronx  that  ahe  could  do  w  b} 
that  act ;  and  at  a  time  when  we  know  fro" 
anqnestioQable  Qvidenoe  that,  it  is  the  dnii*  " 
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^lUDtoooltivateagoodaadantandinswi  til  this 
oooatry.  He  ooold  give  [u>  credit  to  uie  sngges- 
tion,  that  the  Firat  Oonsal  had  required  Spain 
to  take  that  at«p.  He  knew  that  oharacter  too 
well  to  believe  that  he  wonid  attempt  to  throw 
ft  re^Mmaibilit;  tipon  others,  for  bU  messorea, 
nor  indeed  ooold  it  be  shown  that  the  First 
Ooncnl  wonld  bo  in  aaj  w&f  benefited  by  it ; 
be  knows  Uie  Amerioaa  oharaoter  too  well  to 
beliore  that  any  of  the  reetona  that  h&ve  been 
Msigned  hj  hi*  ftieodt  who  haye  preoeded  him 
in  this  arffoment,  would  ftom  a  Jnstifieation  for 
a  declaration  of  war,  withoat  a  previous  demand 
fiir  a  redress  of  the  wrong)  that  we  have  sna- 
tained.  He  knows  that  onr  coontiTmen,  with 
a  oonra^  and  peraeveranoe  that  does  promise 
•noows  u  an7  war,  are  at  all  timee  readr  when 
it  is  neceesaij  to  assert  their  rights  with  amu, 
but  that  th^  will  not  be  emplojed  in  wars  of 
■mUtion  or  oonqnegt ;  and  above  all,  he  sees 
the  fi^  of  going  to  war  with  ^Min,  and  taking 
from  her  a  oouulry  that  we  shonU  be  obliged  in 


onr  new  treaty  with  Spaiii,  I  demand  of  the 

Sntleman  from  New  York^  if  be  wonld  wish 
ia  conntr;  to  hold  poaeesBioD  a^^nst  EVanoe  ; 
and  if  he  would,  npon  what  grmnd  he  wonld 
Justify  it  I 

The  oeeaion  was  made  to  France  before  the 
iiyiuy  done  ns  by  the  Spanish  officer  ;  knowing 
tlus,  we  take  the  oonntrf ;  npon  France  de- 
manding it  of  ns,  we  shodd  be  bonnd  bj  every 
prindple  ctf  honor  and  Jostioe  to  give  her  pos- 
seanoD,  npon  her  engaging  to  reepeot  pro- 
pe^  onr  rights.  Spain  having  iqjnred  ns 
■nndy  will  not  Justify  onr  committing  an  ont- 
lage  of  tiie  most  iqJiuioQa  and  iosolting  nature 
upon  Franoe.  Would  oondnot  like  thia  oom- 
,  port  with  the  gentleman's  ideas  of  national  hon- 
or, about  wmoh  we  have  heard  so  ranch  in 
theoonrse  of  this  debate}  Oan  it  be,  that  an 
act,  which,  if  perpetrated  by  an  Individnal, 
woiild  be  robbM7,  oan  be  Jnstiflable  in  a  na- 
tion t  And  can  it  be  justifiable  in  the  eyes  of 
men,  who  believe  there  ia  nothing  so  precious 
or  important  as  national  honor  ?  Oan  the  nae- 
fblness  or  convenience  of  taty  aoqnidtjon  Justify 
08  in  taking  firom  another  by  fonie  what  we 
have  no  sort  ot  right  to  t 

There  were  not  In  Amraioa  men  more  at- 
tadted  or  man  Uthfiil  to  the  Oovenunent  of 
tha  United  States  than  they  were;  and  I  viH 
venture  to  predict,  from  my  knowledge  of  them, 
that  they  will  be  the  last  to  submit  to  the  yoke 
of  deepotisni,  let  it  be  attempted  to  be  Imposed 
upon  them  by  whom  it  may.    If  there  is  one 

rt  of  America  more  int«r«)ted  than  any  other 
preserving  the  union  of  these  States,  and 
the  present  Government,  it  is  the  WestAm. 
Important  as  the  Mississippi  ia  to  them,  their 
free  intercourse  with  the. Atlantic  States  is 
more  important—all  tlieir  imports  are  received 
through  that  ohanoeL  and  thur  moet  valuable 
toi,IL— « 


exports  are  sold,  and  will  oontdnue  to  be  so,  in 

the  Atlantic  States.  The  soma  gentleman  (Mr. 
HoRBis)  says,  we  must  line  our  frontier  with 
oosiom-bouse  offioere,  to  prevent  smuggling. 
If  there  is  oAj  force  in  what  he  says  npon  this 
sabjeot,  we  ought  not  only  to  take  New  Orleans 
and  the  Flondas,  but  iJouisiana,  and  all  the 
British  poesesMons  on  the  continent.  Another 
reason  urged  with  sraat  earnestness  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  Qir.  UoBSia,)  is,  that 
France,  withont  this  aoquintion,  ia  too  power- 
fnl  for  the  peace  and  seonrity  of  the  rest  of  tha 
world — that  half  the  nations  that  Istely  existed 
are  gone — that  those  that  are  left  are  afraid  to 
act,  and  nation  alter  nation  failing  at  her  nod — 
that,  if  France  acquires  the  Floridas  and  New 
Orleans,  it  will 'put  England  and  Spain  com- 
pletely in  her  power,  nving  to  those  places  an 
importance  that  they  So  not  merit ;  and  yet  that 
gentleman  and  his  friends  have  repea^ly  as- 
serted that  war  would  not  result  fr<nn  oar  tak- 
ing immediate  possesion  of  those  places;  in- 
deed, th^  say,  it  is  the  only  way  to  av<nd 
war.  At  one  moment  the  country  is  repreeenb- 
)  so  important  as  to  make  the  First  Oonsot 
the  sovereign  of  the  world ;  at  the  next,  we  ar» 
told  that  we  may  take  it  withoat  any  sort  of  risk, 
and  withont  a  probability  that  either  France  or 
Spain  will  go  to  war  with  ns  for  the  recovery  of 
a  country  so  all-important  to  them.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I 
say,  thia  idle  taie  may  amnse  children,  bnt  will 
not  satisfy  men. 

}fr.  PmiaiDiNT,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  colony  of  any  Enropean  nation  on  this  con- 
tinent ;  they  oo^t  rather  to  be  conridered  as  a 
pledge  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  mother  coun- 
try towards  ns;  for  such  possessions  most  be- 
hud  only  dming  our  jdeasore. 

Oan  France,  in  fifty  years,  or  in  a  century, 
__tabli8h  a  oijony  in  any  port  of  the  territories 
now  possessed  by  Spun,  that  oould  redst  the 
power  of  the  United  States,, even  at  this  day, 
for  a  single  oamp^gnl  What  has  been  onr 
progreee  since  the  year  17S8,  in  settling  onr 
Western  country?  In  forty  years,  under  the 
most  ftivorable  turonniBtancee  uiat  a  new  conn- 
tiT  oould  be  settled,  we  have  only  a  population 
01  between  five  and  six  hundred  monsand  souls, 
and  this  country  is  settled  by  men  who  knew  it 

nrfeotly — by  men  who  either  osrried  all  their 
ends  with  them,  or  who  knew  thst  change 
at  residence  wonld  not  prevent  their  frequently 
seeing  and  hearing  &r>m  their  nearest  relatives. 
Oan  it  be  expected  that  any  country  wiU  be 
peopled  as  fast,  from  a  nation  at  the  distance 
of  Uiree  thousand  miles,  as  our  Western  country 
has  been)  And  yet  we  are  tanght  to  be  appre- 
hensive of  a  colony  to  be  landed  to-morrow  or 
next  day  from  Europe.  Sir,  if  wo  are  wise 
and  true  to  ourselves,  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
ftom  any  nation,  or  combination  of  nation^ 
against  ns.  We  are  too  for  removed  from  the 
theatre  of  European  polities,  to  be  embroiled 
in  them,  if  we  act  with  common  discretion. 
Frien^diip  with  ns,  ia  the  interest  of  evei7 
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commerdaland  nuuiniactnriDg  nation.  Oar  in- 
terest is  not  to  enconrage  putialitiM  or  pnga- 
dic«9  towards  onj,  but  to  treat  them  all  with 
joBtice  and  liberalitj.  He  shoald  be  sorrj  to 
reproach  any  nation — he  would  rather  suffer 
former  causes  of  reproach  to  be  buried  in  obliv- 
ion ;  and  he  wsa  happy  to  percaivo  that  pr^a- 
dicea  which  were  incidental  to  the  war  thaf  we 
had  been  foroed  into  in  defenoe  of  our  liberties, 


m  after  ( 
I 

by  the  aggreadone  of  that  nation, 

ways,  more  flagrant  and  atrocious  than  any  thing 

we  hsTQ  to  compldn  of  at  this  day. 

The  gentleman  from  Penuaylrania  said  that 
this  i^  not  an  apposite  case;  that  at  that  time 
there  whs  do  blookade.  It  is  true  there  was 
not  a  blockade  of  one  of  our  ports,  nor  ia  there 
now,  (the  river  Mississippi  is  open  for  the  pas- 
sage of  our  boats  and  rossels,)  but  we  were  in- 
jured, in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  in  a  more 
material  maimer  than  we  should  have  been  by 
the  Uockade  of  the  Delaware  or  the  Chesa- 
peake; for  all  the  oountries  (except  Great  Brit- 
ain) to  which  it  was  deurable  for  us  to  trade 
were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and 
All  our  vessels  goiuK  to  those  oonntriea  were 
■Direct  to  seiznre.  Let  gentlemen  oail  to  mind 
what  was  the  oondnct  of  our  Government  at 
that  time.  The  ^ousB  of  Bepreeentatives  had 
the  subject  under  consideration,  when  the  then 
Prendent  appointed  an  Envoy  Extraordinary 
to  demand  satiafactian  of  Great  Britain.  What 
was  the  conduct  of  the  members 
of  Repreeentatives,  who  were  acting  upon  the 
subject,  before  it  was  known  to  them  that  the 
Eseoutlve  bad  taken  any  measures  to  obtdn 
satisfaotiou  for  the  iigury  sustainedt  Did  they 
attempt  to  coonteraot  the Eieontjvet  No;  they 
eiupended  all  legislative  discussions  and  Legisla- 
tive measures.  And  even  the  injuries  done  as  by 
the  actual  invasion  of  our  territory,  the  erection 
of  fortifications  within  our  limits,  the  withhold- 
ing the  posts  that  belonged  to  us  by  treaty,  and 
the  robbery  and  abuse  of  onr  citizens  on  the 
high  seas,  did  not  provoke  us  to  declare  war, 
nor  eveu  to  dispossess  the  invaders  of  onr  terri- 
tory of  what  actually  belonged  to  ns.  The  Ei- 
ecntjve  proposed  to  negotiate,  and  it  was  thought 
improper  to  obstruct  it.  How  gentlemen  who 
approved  of  the  interference  of  the  Executive 
upon  that  occasion,  can  justify  their  attempt  to 
defeat  the  efforts  of  the  present  Administra  ' 
to  obtain  redress  for  the  iqjnry  that  we  i 
complain  o^  thc^  must  answer  to  their  i 
sciences  and  their  country.  Fortunately  _ 
the  United  States,  not  only  the  Presidei)t,  bat 
a  m^ority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  upon 
the  present  oooasion,  have  put  tbemselves  ' 
the  gap  between  the  pestilence  and  the  peopli 

If  the  gentlemim  from  New  York  had  ei 


T  Envoy  might  be  founded,  he  would 


have  been  at  least  as  usefully  employed  for  liii 
country  ai  he  has  been  in  his  attempt  to  ihow 
that  it  will  not  succeed,  and  be  would  tur* 

lided  the  palpable  contradictions  cf  his  oin 
argomeuta  that  he  has  nm  into.  The  geailemin 
himaelf,  without  intending  it,  has  assigned  saS- 
cient  reasons  why  we  might  expect  entire  cativ 
&Ction.  He  has  said,  truly,  that  America,  uni- 
ted, holds  the  command  of  the  West  Indies  in 
her  hands.  This  must  be  knows  to  sU  the  ns- 
tions  that  have  colonies  there;  it  moat  likewii* 
be  known  to  the  proprietors  of  Louidana  snd 
the  Floridaa,  that,  ciroumstanoed  as  we  at  pres- 
ent are,  there  will  be  perpetual  sources  of  con- 
tention between  tbem  and  us.  Every  tbisg 
that  has  happened  as  to  the  His^sEippi  will  h 
reacted  as  to  the  great  rivers  that  head  in  wbit 
ifl  now  the  Mississippi  Territory,  sod  empty 
themselves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  atler  ptM- 
ing  through  West  Florida.  In  the  infiuiCT  rf 
the  colonies  that  may  be  settled  in  Florids  or 
Louisiana,  the  mother  oountiy  can  count  npoa 
nothing  bnt  expense,  particnlmrly  if  they  ire  la 
be  the  causes  of  perpetual  quarrels  wilh  this 
country.  In  twenty  years,  the  population  of 
the  United  States  will  be  nine  or  ten  miDiou 
of  people;  one-third  of  that  popnMca  viH 
probably  be  on  the  Western  waters.  Thb  will 
give  a  force  in'  that  quarter  of  the  Union  tqnal 
to  that  with  which  we  contended  with  Grest 
Britain;  and  our  united  force  will  be  snch  tbit 
no  nation  at  the  distance  of  three  thoustad 
miles  will  be  able  to  contend  with  ns  fiir  say 
object  in  onr  neighborhood.  These  conndw*- 
tions,  with  a  belief  that,  if  we  ore  treated  with 
Justice  and  liberality,  we  shall  never  violate  Ibe 
rights  of  other  nations,  or  suffer  ourselveB  to  be 
involved  in  the  wars  that  may  take  place  iniMig 
the  great  European  natjnns,  are  aignments  tlist 
cannot  be  withstood,  if  the  OoremnMDts  c( 
France  and  Spain  are  in  the  hands  of  wiwmeo; 
for  they  must  see  that  they  have  nothing  »  " 
hope  fkim  a  contest  with  ns,and  thatinniooof 
our  force  with  a  rival  nation  would  bepnjJncti'S 
of  very  serious  danger  and  ineonvenience  lo  them. 

Hr,  Dattoh  said,  be  lamented  eicecdingly 
the  indisposition  of  the  honorable  mtniber  fn>ni 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Nioholao,)  not  only  betaos*  it 
had  compelled  him  to  abridge  his  vgunent^ 
which  alwoys  entertained,  eveu  wb«n_  they 
failed  to  convince,  bnt  because  to  that  diiir«- 
tion  of  mind  which  siokuees  often  prodiW 
conld  alone  be  ascribed  the  donbts  eip«»td  by 
that  member,  respecting  the  views  of  the  sdra- 
oatea  of  the  original  resolutions.  The  diiSmltr 
of  the  opposers  of  the  resolntions,  wonH,  he 
s^,  have  been  less,  if  the  gentletnen  who  np- 
ported  them  had  settled  among  tbenBtlv* 
what  was  their  ol^ect,  and  had  ssMTtshM 
with  whom  we  were  to  make  war.  To  hcih 
these  points,  Mr.D.  said,  theftalleetaDddw^ 
answers  had  been  ^ven,  Oift  otjecl,  s^R  b*i 
ia  to  obtain  b  prompt  redrew  of  injuries  W]"t 
diately  affeodng  our  .Western  brethren,  who  wot 
to  us  for  decisive  and  effectual  meonM  and 
have  told  ns  that  a  delay  of  remedy  wiU  " 
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rninonB  to  tbem ;  and  onr  views  and  wishes  are 
to  take  possession  of  the  place  of  deposit  gnar- 
anteed  by  treaty,  whether  it  be  in  the  bands  of 
the  one  nation  or  the  other,  and  to  bold  it  as  a 
teenritj  that  the  trade  of  so  import«nt  a  river 
should  not  be  liable  to  similar  intemiptiona  in 
rntnre.  We  are  not,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  wonld  insinoHte,  for  mshing  into  a 
var,  bnt  we  ore  for  repelling  inanlts,  and  ioust' 
tog  upon  onr  rights,  even  at  the  risk  of  one. 
It  was  eaaj  to  foresee  that  the  opposers  of  the 
resolntions  offered  bj  the  bonorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  must  resort  to  other  means 
thanfairorgnment,  to  justify  them  in  tbe  coarse 
which  they  were  about  to  pnrsoe.  Oar  moat 
precious  rights  flagranti;  violated,  treaties  per- 
fidiously broken,  the  outlet  or  road  to  market 
of  half  a  million  of  onr  fellow-citizens  obstruct- 
ed, our  (rude  shackled,  our  county  grossly 
insnlted,  were  facta  too  notorioos,  and  too  ont^ 
ragtons  to  allow  tbem  tbe  least  plaosible  groimd 
of  reasoning.  Deprived  of  every  other  means 
^  attack,  tbey  have  resorted  to  that  of  alarm. 
They  charge  us  with  a  thirst  for  war,  and  enter 
toto  a  description  of  its  horrors,  as  if  they  snp- 

red  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  produce,  or 
theirs  to  prevent  it.  That  which  requires 
the  concurrence  of  two  parties,  viz :  contract 
or  n^otifttion,  they  consider  most  ea^ ;  and 
war,  which  may  fdwajs  be  produced  by  one 

Krty  only,  they  consider  as  most  difficult, 
ly,  sir,  they  do  what  is  mora  extraordinary 
and  onpardonable,  they  shnt  their  eyes  to  the 
(iMt  that  hostility  has  already  been  commenced 
against  as.  Attacked  snd  insulted  as  we  bad 
been,  do  wa  now,  asked  Mr.  D.,  call  for  war  I 
Let  the  resolutions  ^ve  the  answer.  They  be- 
gin with  a  declaration  of  certain  rights,  indis- 
pntable  in  their  nature,  todispensahle  in  their 
posseeoon,  to  the  safety,  peace,  and  onion  of 
this  oonntry.  Not  a  member  opposed  to  ns  has 
controverted  tbem,  except  the  honorable  gentle- 
man fh>m  Maryland,  (Mr.  'Wbight.)  He  denied 
tbe  truth  of  all  except  one  of  tbem,  and  even  of 
m  part  of  that  one.  His  honorable  friends  from 
tbe  Western  ooontry,  who  are  in  tbe  habit  of 
acting  with  him,  canoot  thank  him  for  such 
defence.  The  formerly  well  applied  words, 
"  A'on  tali  amcilio  nte  d^entorHnii  Utu  tgent, 
most  be  applicable  on  this  occasion,  and  it  may 
be  as  well  t«  leave  tbem  with  each  other  to 
•^e  the  qneetdoo  of  their  rishts.  Bnt  there  is 
one  article  of  the  Maryland  member's  creed 
which  ought  not  to  escape  comment,  because,  if 
adc^ted,  it  woold  be  fatal  to  tbe  Union.  I  nn- 
darstood  him,  said  Ur.  D.,  as  stating,  that  ioa»- 
mnch  as  the  prodnoe  which  descends  the  IGs- 
■itrippl  bears  a  proportion  of  about  a  twentieth 
only  to  th«  esports  of  the  whole  Union,  it  was 
not  reasonable  to  en>eot  that  the  other  portion 
Aonld  be  endangered  to  protect  that  minor  part. 
If  nia-«iTnr>  like  this  wera  to  actnate  onr  coundls, 
short  indeed  wonld  be  the  duration  of  onr  in- 
dependence. Onr  enemies  wonld  have  only  to 
attacJc  ns  by  piecemeal.  State  by  State,  to  raak» 
lu  an  eu7  pny.    The  honoraUe  member  from 


Maryland  could  not  hope  for  even  that  gloomy 
consolation  which  wo  heard  of  on  a  former 
melancholy  occa^on.  He  conid  not  flatter  him- 
self that  be  and  his  Btat«  wonld  be  left  to  be 
tlie  la*t  victim. 

Bat,  Mr.  FsssiDKin',  every  other  gentleman 
appears  to  admit  tbe  truth  of  the  prefatory  de- 
claration of  rights ;  they  admit,  too,  that  if  we 
cannot  be  possessed  of  them  otherwise,  we  must 
seize  on  them  by  force ;  bnt  they  refuse  to  give 
tbe  means  and  tbe  power  to  the  Freddent,  in 
whom  they  have  tola  us,  over  and  over  again, 
theyr^mseimpiidtoonfldenoe.  Isanyone  of  the 
resolutions  too  imperative  on  the  President,  wa 
will  agree  BO  to  alter  asto  make  it  discretionary, 
if  desired  by  any  gentleman  on  the  other  ude; 
for  without  their  leave,  we  cannot  now  amend 
onr  own  resolnliona. 

It  is  my  oonsolation,  Mr.  Fbkidbnt,  said  Ur.  , 
D.,  and  it  ought  to  be  matter  of  trinmpb  to  my 
honorable  friend,  the  mover  of  these  resolntions, 
that,  whatever  may  be  tbeir  &te,  the  introdoo- 
tion  and  dieonsgion  of  then,  will  have  produced 
no  little  benefit.  They  hare  brought  forward 
gentlemen  to  pledge  themselves,  to  Uieir  gpeeoh- 
es,  to  employ  force  on  failure  of  negotiation ; 
which,  though  late,  is  better  than  never.  They 
mnst  be  allowed  the  merit,  too,  of  producing 
the  resolntions  which  thoy  offer  as  a  substitnte. 
Theae  milk-and-water  propodtiona  of  Mr. 
Bbecekhbisob  will  at  least  serve  to  show  that 
something  shoold  be  done^  some  preparatioua 
made ;  and  therefore  even  to  theae,  feeble  oa 
they  are,  I  will  agree,  if  more  cannot  be  carried. 
But  let  tiie  relative  merits  of  the  two  be  com- 
pared, (hirt  anthorize  to  call  out  of  those 
militia  nearest  to  the  scene,  and  most  toterested 
in  the  event,  a  nnmber  not  exceeding  fifty 
thousand,  and  to  give  them  orders  to  act,  when 
tbe  oocawon  reqnfree  it,  m  conjunction  with  the 
army  and  navy  ;  tkwri  anthorize  an  enrolment 
of  eighty  tbonsand,  dispersed  over  the  whole 
Oontinent,  without  any  anthority  to  act  with 
ihem,  however  pressing  the  danger  nor  even  to 
march  them  out  of  thwr  own  State.  Own 
anthorize  tbe  Preddent  to  take  immediate  po»- 
session  of  some  convenient  place  of  deposit,  as 
guaranteed  by  treaty,  in  order  to  affprd  imme- 
diate vent  for  the  Western  produce,  and  relief 
to  our  suffering  fellow-citizens,  and  thereby  pnt 
it  oat  of  the  power  of  a  Spanish  Intendui^ 
whether  acting  liom  oaprioe,  or  orders  from  hla 
Goart,  to  obstruct  so  important  an  outlet; 
thein  give  no  snob  authority,  bnt  leave  to  the 
dow  progreu  and  onoertaiuty  of  negotiation  that 
remedy,  which,  to  delay,  is  almost  as  fbtal  as 
to  refuse. 

The  qaeetion  bmng  at  length  called  for,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  BmOKEiiBiDaB,  for  strikiag 
out  the  first  section  of  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  Vi.  Boss,  tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  required, 
and  stood,  15  to  II,  as  follows : 

TEAS^-Husra.  Andenm,  Bsldwin,  Bradley, 
BIeck■uridg^  CUnton,  Cooks,  EII017,  T.  FoKbt, 
Jackran,  Logiui,  S,  T.  MsMn,  IfiobcJss,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, and  Wright. 
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Kats. — He«a%  D±jtoa,  HQlbooie,  Howmrd,  J, 
IfuoB,  Moni*,  OlooU,  Flnmar,  Bou,  T»ej,  Wella, 
•ndWhito. 

On  the  qneodon  for  etriUng  ont  the  renui 
pirtB  of  th«  resolntiona,  the  qneetion  was  also 
t^»n,  and  oarried  by  the  same  Tot«on  each  mde. 

The  qaeetion  being  then  called  for  on  the 
adoptjon  of  the  amendmenta  proposed  bj  Ur. 
BsROKiiraiDea,  the  yeas  and  mja  were  called 
for,  Bod  the  votes  were  as  follows: 

Txu. — Mesin.  Andmoii,  Baldwin,  BiadleT, 
BnckeDridn,  Clinton,  Cocke,  Dsylai,  Ellny,  T. 
Foster,  HiUhooM,  Homtd,  Jscksan,  Logsn,  S.  T. 
■■•On,  J.  Ifuoo,  Morrii,  IHalioUs,  Oloott,  Fhimer, 
Bom,  Staoa,  Snmter,  Traoy,  WbU^  and  WrighL 

NAn.— Noos. 

Bo  it  WM  onaDimoiialr 

Bembti,  That  the  Pnrident  cf  the  tJnhed  State* 
ht,  and  Iw  is  hanlj  antboiised,  wbawrgi  be  disU 
jodge  it  eKpedlent,  to  nqnire  of  tbs  ExeooliTes  of 
Oa  ■TMrsl  Ststss  to  take  eSbolnsl  ntsssnmlo  ana, 
» law,  and  Iiold  in  nadlnsM  to 
t*s  vanln^  ^g1>^  Anii—¥iH 
eflhctiTe  nmiHa,  oflhws  Inolndad. 

B-ohtd,  That  tbs  Pmddent  mmj.  If  be  jodgss  It 
•ocpedient,  ssOiorin  Sta  EBSoaOvM  of  die  serenl 
States  to  sccapt,  a*  part  of  the  detachment  aforsMid, 
anj  corps  <t  vohmteen  vlio  dull  continDs  in  serrlos 

br  inch  lioM  not  exossding ntoothi^  and  peilbnu 

siuh  nfries*  as  disU  be  pmscribsd  by  law. 

Saohid,  Hist  -^  dollar*  be  appropristsd  Itx 
whig  snd  snlMliting  snoh  part  of  the  tioops  aflnre- 
ssU,  whosB  actoal  serrloe  may  be  wanted,  and  for 
de&STliig  mrh  othnr  ripmnni  si  daring  tbs  recsM  of 
Congnt*  die  Prsddsnt  msj  dssm  neossMOj  fix  As 
ssemi^  of  Oie  taniuiijr  of  the  United  States. 

Ifleiiiwil.  That  —~  dollai*  be  ^propristed  for 
enodoft  as  inch  plaee  or  places  on  the  Wsiten 
watsi*  as  As  PrtMcnt  nu^  jodge  no*t  proper,  odc 

After  the  qoestioa  waa  tnktia. 

The  rescdatioiis  were  reforred  to  ICessra. 
BfiwizxKBiDaa,  Jaoksoit,  and  Sumtkb,  to  bring 
ia  a  bill  or  bills  Aooordiii^. 

TxranntAT,  ICanb  9. 

TbeYioBFunDKHT  bdng  tibaent,  the  Soiate 
proceeded  to  Hm  deolion  of  a  President,  ptv 
tmpon,  n  the  oonstitntitxi  proTide^  and  tbe 
ballote  being  eolleot«d  and  ooonted,  the  whole 
STtmber  was  fonnd  to  be  18,  ctf  wbioh  10  make 
a  m^oritr. 

Mr.  Bradler  bad  18,  Ur.  Uorrii  8,  Ur.  HiO- 
honae  1,  and  Ur.  Lorbd  1. 

Oonaegoentlj,  the  Hon.  Si'tmui  B,  Bsahlxt 
was  sileoted  Freddent  of  the  Senate,  jMV  tsnywrtf. 

Ordered,  That  the  8eor«ttt7  wdt  on  the 
FsBsmrar  <a  mm  VmrsD  Stuibb,  and  soqnaint 
him  that,  in  the  absenoe  of  Hie  Yioe  Preddent, 
they  baTO  elected  the  Hon.  Btkfhkv  B.  Bbad- 
IXT  Frendent  of  the  Senate,  pro  tm^ore, 

0rd*rsd^  That  the  Beoretarr  make  a  like  oom- 
mnnintioii  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea. 

^le  FsBaroKDT  oommnnloated  the  oredendals 
of  Jjjote  Hiusousi,  elected  by  the  State  of 
Oouiectioiit  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  fbr 
dz  yean,  oommandng  with  the  fonrth  day  of 


IWbsdat,  Uarch  8. 
.    .„.  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Bepreeentativea  \>j  Tix,  Kiobolbos  and  Mr. 
RijnwLFH,  two  of'^the  members  of  sud  Hons^ 
In  the  words  foUowing; 

"  Mr.  PBaemasT :  We  are  commanded,  in  the 
name  of  the  Honse  of  BepT«senUtiTee  and  of  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  impeach 
John  Pickering,  jodge  of  the  district  court  for 
the  district  of  New  Hampehire,  of  hia^  crimes 
and  misdemeanor*,  and  to  aoqnunt  the  Senate 
that  the  Hooee  of  Bqireeentadvee  will,  in  due 
tdme,  exhibit  partictilsr  articles  of  impeachment 
against  him,  and  make  good  the  same.  We  are 
foithv  oomtnanded  to  demand  that  the  Senate 
take  order  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  John 
Pickering,  to  answer  to  the  said  impeaohme&L" 
Teubsdat  Etkhtso,  8  o'clock. 

Ur.  TuoT,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  ealiJect,  made  the  following  report,  wlueh 
was  Bd(^t«id,  and  the  Honse  of  Bepreeoitativea 
r>otifled  ocoordingl; : 

'  ThereiBthsHoassof  BeprasoiktiTesbsTa  tbis 
d^,  br  two  of  their  manibcT^  Hsisrs.  Nicholsoasod 
Bandonb,  St  tbe  bsr  t€  the  Senate,  inipeacbed  Join 
Pidenog,  Jiidse  of  lbs  diAiict  conrt  lor  the  distriot 
of  Nsw  Hsmpuire,  of  li](^  erimsi  and  mlsdemeana^ 
snd  bare  aoqoalnted  tbe  Seeale  diet  Am  Bonn  of 
BeprswntatlTBS  will,  fai  doe  time,  eEUhit  paitieiUr 
■rdclssofin^scJiunent  against  Um,  and  make  good 
the  same:   and  hars  Uksvis*  demaoded  that  dis 


Settltd,  Thst  On  Senate  will  tab  prefer  crdsr 
thoecn,  of  which  due  nadoa  diall  be  ginn  to  tbs 
Honss  of  RipresentstiTS*.'' 

Btuthtdijbtt  the  Beoretary  of  the  Senate 
lota^  the  Honse  of  BepreemtatiTea  of  this  re- 
solnuoQ. 

Ordered,  Tiat  Than.  VaamaxiiOoaabo 
oomndttM  on  the  pert  of  the  Betiate,  with 
snch  as  tbe  House  of  RqireeenlatiTea  may  Jidn, 
to  wait  onlbeFKnn>xnTO'mEDsini>B>s.na 
and  notify  him  that,  nnless  be  maj  hare  any 
fbrther  oommmdoations  to  nuka  to  the  two 
Honsea  of  Oongreea,  they  on  ready  to  a4l<i«m, 
message  from  the  Honse  of  Bepraaentatina 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Home  of  Bqire- 
eentativee  cononr  in  the  reeolntion  of  tiw  Senate 
for  the  ^ipointment  of  a  Jirint  oommittee  to 
wait  on  the  FSBanniiT  or  thb  Uhrkd  Stat>&  and 

_.„ the  prt^weed  a^jODmnMOt  ci  the 

two  HonsM  of  Gongren,  and  nave  aypMnted  a 
oommittee  on  their  part- 
lb-.  Wbioht  repented,  bam  Oit  joint  ccn- 
Ddttee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Pntai»xr« 
TBI  UxiTBD  SuTsa,  and  that  he  infcnMd  the 
oommittee  that  he  b»l  no  fbrther  oanamnidca- 


On  motion,  tbe  Senate  a4j'>°™*<l  ^ 
Uouday  in  Norea^Mr  next. 


icSrtt 
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UomiAT,  December  6,  1602. 

This  being  the  daj  appointed  bj  the  consti- 
toUon  for  tlie  annnal  meeting  of  Congreae,  the 
following  members  of  the  House  of  KepreaantB- 
tivee  appeared  sod  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

film  JTeie  BampMrt. — AbicI  Fo«t«r  ind  Sunnd 

fivm  JfoMoctaMfte— John  Baocm,  SeA  HMtJngt, 
Kathai]  Read,  JotUli  Sauth,  Jonph  B.  Tarniim, 
Paleg  Wadnrorth,  and  Lemnol  WlUianu. 

From  mode  Uand—JcMfh  Stanton,  jr.,  and  Tho- 
mas Tillinghaat. 

From  Coanatieal. — John  Davenport,  Calrln  Ood- 
dard,  E^aa  Perkini,  John  C«tton  Smith,  and  Beqa- 
ninTBllmadge, 

Fma  Nea  fort— Samnel  L  Hitchlll,  John  Smith, 
Darid  Thoma^  John  P.  Tan  Nwi,  and  Sniian  E. 
Tan  Renwelaer. 

J'hiM  JV<«  Jmef, — John  Condit,  Et>enenr  Elmar, 
Jama*  Hott,  and  Honij'  Southard. 

Fnm  iW^Jraw'fl.— Robert  Btoini,  Andraw  Gngg, 
JoM^  Huater,  3oms^  Hemplull,  WiUiun  Ho^ 
>Cchael  Leib,  John  SmUle,  John  Stewart,  baao  Van 
fiom,  and  Henry  Wooda. 

Froat  Marytand. — John  Dennia,  Jonph  H.  Nichol- 
■on,  Tbomu  Plater,  and  Sacinel  Smith. 

.^Von  Virginia, — Thomai  Claiborne,  John  Cl<^ton, 
John  Damon,  David  HlAmeM,  GeorBe  Jackioo,  An- 
dtony  New,  John  Smidi,  and  PhEUp  R.  Thomuon. 

fVoia  Nora  OinilHu.— Nathaniel  Haoon,  Sfeakar, 
Kdiard  Stanford,  and  John  Stanley. 

Fnml^iaumt. — WiBiam  DIokMo. 

FroM  lia  JVert^ieMtoTi  Titrnitoqf.— Panl  Fearing. 

Several  new  memliere,  to  wit :  Bahcxl  Huht, 
from  New  Hamrature,  retnmed  to  serve  as  e 
tneml>er  of  thia  Eonae,  in  the  room  of  Joseph 
Fdroe,  who  has  reeigned  hie  seat ;  Sawtbi. 
Thatohxb,  Arom  Uusachosetta,  returned  to 
serve  as  a  member  of  this  House,  in  the  room  of 
l^las  Lee,  who  has  resigned;  and  Datid  Ussi- 
WITOEB,  &om  Geo^a,  returned  to  serve  aa  a 
member  of  thia  House,  in  the  room  of  Bei^amin 
T^aferro,  who  has  also  resided ;    appeared, 

Eroduced  their  credentials,  ana  took  their  seats 
1  the  House. 

A  new  de1<«atB,  from  the  IGsusrippi  Teni- 
tory,  to  wit,  Thomas  M.  Oebut,  returned  to 
serve  in  thisHoose^  in  Hie  room  oiKarsirortliy 


Hunter,  ^«oaased,  a[^>eered,  prodnoed  his  o^ 
dentials,  and  took  his  seat  in  tbe  House. 

But  a  quorum  of  the  whole  number  of  quali- 
fied members  not  being  present,  tlie  House  ad- 
Joomed  until  to-morrow  morning,  elevett  o'clock. 

TuzBDAT,  December  7. 

Another  new  member,  to  wit,  THdus'WTnir, 
ttoTa  North  Carolina,  returned  to  serve  ae  a 
member  of  this  House,  for  the  said  State;  in  the 
room  of  Oharles  Johnson,  deceased,  appeared, 
prodnced  his  eredentials,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

Several  otbermembers,  viz;  from  New  Hamp- 
shire,  Gbokok  B.  Uphau  ;  from  HassaohiisetU^ 
Phaitokl  Bishop,  Uasasssh  Cotlxb.  and  Wn/. 
UAK  Shxpakd  ;  from  Connecticut^  Bahvbl  W. 
Dana  and  Booeb  Gbiswoui  ;  bora  Fennsyiva- 
nia,  TnoitAS   Boui>k;    from  Virginia,   Thokab 


Carolina,  Thokab  Moobs;  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats  in  tbe  House. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  of  amt^oritj  of  the 
whole  number  of  qualified  members,  being  pres- 
ent,  the  oath  to  snpport  the  Oonstitntion  trf' tbe 
United  Statee,  as  prescribed  bj  tbe  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of 
administering  certain  oaths,"  was  administered 
by  Mr.  Bpbakbb  to  the  new  members. 

Orderti,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Ben- 
ate,  to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  House 
is  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  bnu- 
nesB,  and  that  the  Olerk  of  tbia  House  do  go 
with  the  said  meenge, 

Wbdhbsdat,  December  8. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  Jer- 
sey, William  Eeluo,  and  from  North  Carolina, 
WiLUS  Albion,  appearad,  and  took  their  seats 

in  the  Honse.  

Thubsdat,  December  Q. 

Two  other  membere,  to  wit:  Waltxb  Bown^ 
from  Uu7laiid,  and  Tbohas  T.  Davis,  from 
Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took  thdr  seats  in  the 
Home. 


dbyGoo^le 
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Fktoat,  Deoember  10. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:  Wiluah  Enana, 
from  HAaeflchusetts,  and  Josir  A.  Hasha,  Irom 
Pennsjlvania,  appeared,  and  took  thur  Mats  ' 
the  Hooae. 

Satubdat,  Deoember  11. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  ABOBmiij)  Ken- 


HoHSiT,  December  IS. 
Several  other  merabeis,  to  wit:  from  Uasaa- 
chnsetts,  KiOBABD  Gdtts  ;  from  New  York, 
TromasUobbu;  from  Virginia,  AbbamTbioo 
and  from  Sonth  Oarolins,  Thosua  Lowndis: 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  Hooae. 

TrasD  AT,' December  14. 
Beversl  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Magsa- 
chnsetts,  EasHraKHMATTooK;  from  New  York, 
TasoDonra  Bailxt  ;  from  Virginia,  John  Ran- 
dolph, jr.,  and  John  Tauitsbso,  jr. ;  and  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  William  Bittlbb;  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  Hooae. 

WiDiruoAT,  Deoember  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Edwin  Gkat,  from 
Virginia,  ft[^>eared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Hooae. 

A  meetage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Home  that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  raao- 
Intlon  of  this  Hooae  for  the  appointment  of 
Chaplains  to  Congress  for  the  preaent  eesdon ; 
and  have  appointed  the  Sev.  Dr.  Gantt,  on 
their  part. 

The  Hook  proceeded,  hj  ballot,  to  the  ao- 
pointraent  of  a  Ohsplain  to  Oongresa,  on  the 
part  of  this  Honse ;  and,  iq>on  examining  the 
tiallots,  a  m^ority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole 
Hoase  wm  fonnd  in  &vor  of  the  Reverend  Wil- 


A  Menage  was  received  from  the  Fsisidint 
OF  THi  United  Statbs,  by  Mr.  Lewis,  his  Seo- 
retar;,  as  follows : 

Hr.  SrUKiB :  I  ua  dinotad  bj  the  Preddsnt  of 
tha  United  Sutea  to  haod  jaa  ■  comDraniattion,  in 
writiiig,  from  the  Preddant  to  the  two  Hoii«ea  of 
CoDgraaa. 

And  he  delivered  in  the  same,  together  with 
the  accompanjing  docmneata.  The  a^d  com- 
mnnicalion  was  read.  [For  wluoh,  see  proceed- 
iiiga  in  the  Senate  of  this  date.] 

Ordered,  That  the  sud  oommmdoation,  with 
the  accompanying  doooments,  be  referred  to 
the  Comnuttee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

TmrsaDAr,  December  16, 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Lttoab  Eubs- 

DOBPH,  from  New  Tort  and  Daniel  Hebteb, 

from  Marylaod,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats 

inthaHonae. 


Fbidat,  Deoember  17. 

Two  other  m^Dbers,  to  wit;  fMm  South 

Carolina,   Ber/amin   HroEs,   and  Joan   RcT- 

LEDOB,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 


Hr.  Baxdolpb  observed  that  there  had  been 
a  recent  ooonrrence,  in  which  every  member  of 
the  Honse  was  interestod,  though  every  mem- 
ber might  not,  perhaps,  possess  oranpetent  in- 
formation respecting  it.  He  said  it  would  be 
useless  in  him  to  impress  the  magnitude  of  a 
subject  that  related  to  the  free  navigation  <rf 
the  Hiasissippf,  which  materially  affected  a  dis- 
trict of  conntiy  growing  every  day  in  wealth 
and  importance,  and  which  it  behooved  the 
whole  United  States  to  cherish  and  protecL 
He  moved,  therefore,  the  foUowiog  resolntiou : 

"  Raolvtd,  That  the  Prau'dent  of  the  Unitrd  Stslea 
bo  requeited  to  caoM  to  bo  laid  bcfbre  this  Emut 
aneh  papers  u  are  in  the  possen'oo  t^  the  Depvt- 
ment  or  State,  u  relate  to  the  violation  on  &e  p«rl 
of  Spun,  of  die  Traa^  of  Friendahip,  Limiti,  end 
"  -  itioD,  betvean  the  "---■'■--  '  - 
le  King  of  Spun." 

Uondat,  December  SO. 

Several  other  mambera,  tw  wit ;  from  Vermont, 

IssAXL  Suitb;  and  from  Virginia,  Richasd 

Bbxnt,  and  lUrrmnr  Olat  ;  appeared,  and 

took  th^  seats  in  the  Honse. 

TuxaoAT,  December  91. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Cuovku^ 


'Wkdkisdat,  December  23, 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Johet  Aschkk,  frotn 
Maryland,  appeared,  and  took  his  settt. 


A  Heasage  was  received  from  the  P 
OF  TBM  UnrSD  States,  «s  follows : 

C'ti^lmim  o/A»  Haute  ef  Jtrpmemlatim  : 

I  now  trananut  a  rapoit  tmm  the  Secntaiy  el 
State,  with  the  infomatioo  reqeaated  in  year  reMh- 
tico*  of  the  aemtMnth  tnatanL 

In  making  Ihig  enmmBnirrtion.  I  deem  it  pnper  tB 
obaarre,  thM  I  was  led  by  the  i^ard  doa  to  lb* 
right*  '"■^  inteiHta  of  the  United  &tea,  >^  to  the 
joat  aenaibilitf  i^  the  portion  ij  our  feUov-dtinana 
more  Immedistely  affitcted  by  the  inegn]>r  protetA- 
ing  at  NaT  Orleatis,  lo  lose  not  a  momeot  lo  canaiM 
every  step  to  be  taken  vUch  the  occaatoa  claimeS 
from  me ;  beinn  oqnally  awnre  tj  the  obligmtlon  to 
maintain,  In  all  cases,  the  righta  of  the  iialjiai,  -"J 
to  emplov,  fbr  that  pmpowi,  thoH  jn>t  and  bcvonUa 
means  which  balong  to  the  oharaoter  of  the  Uidted 
Stataa.  TH.  JEFFEKSOM. 

Dw.  23,  1803. 

The  Messwe,  and  the  papers  referred  to  tber«- 
In,  were  read,  and  orderad  to  lie  on  the  u^cl 
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[H.  or  R. 


The  Mint. 
Mr.  Rantmlph  rose,  in  order  to  renew  a 
motion  whicli  he  bod  made  jceterday ,  and  on 
which — being  called  to  the  door  when  some  ob- 
Jectimw  were  ui^^ed  against  it — he  wm  sDrpria- 
ed  to  find  himself  in  a  small  minority.  Under- 
Rtandiiig  that  the  refiual  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  his  motion  for  abol- 
tabiiig  the  Uint,  nas  the  effect  of  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Honse  to  receive  the  report  of 
the  Director  of  that  institntion,  fbr  the  past 

Star,  he  wonld  endeavor  to  Bbow  that  the 
onse  were  already  in  posseaeion  of  competent 
information,  and  that  it  could  not  be  affected  hj 
any  commnnication  which  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment miKht  make.  If  this  were  a  GQbject 
novel  to  the  Honse,  and  of  an  nndigegted  nature, 
he  ahonld  readily  acknowledge  his  motion  to 
have  been  premature;  nor  would  it,  nnder those 
circnmstancee,  have  been  snbmitted  to  the 
Honse.  But,  on  esamination,  it  would  appear 
that  the  subject  had  been  matured  during  the 
last  session ;  that  information  of  the  most  satis- 
factory nature  had  been  received  from  the  Di- 
rector ;  and  a  bill  Bctnally  passed  the  House. 
That  information,  if  It  were  not  in  the  recollec- 
tion of'every  member  of  the  Honse,  was  acces- 
ubie  to  all  of  them.  It  stated  explicitly  tliat 
tbe  machinery  would  not  last,  without  repair, 
longer,  than  another  year — this,  he  presumed, 
bad  not  renewed  itself ;  that  the  horses  wore  so 
old  that  it  wonld  be  necessary,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  to  replace  them  by  others — these  had 
not,  he  supposed,  grown  younger;  that  the  lot 
was  too  circamscribed,  and  this,  he  imagined, 
bad  not  enlarged  its  limits ;  that  the  expense  of 
the  institution  could  not^  by  any  new  ammge- 
menta,  be  r«daced  below  twen^  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  Director  had  not  only  recommended 
A  change  of  the  site,  but  of  the  modut  operandi 
of  the  machinery  of  the  Mint,  by  snpplj-ing  the 
bbor  of  horses  by  Bteam.  Upon  this  informa- 
tion the  House  had  acted  last  seaeion,  No  gener- 
al election  having  intervened,  he  mnst  presume 
that  no  change  of  sentiment  bad  token  place. 
He,  therefore,  thonght  he  had  a  right  to  coo?i- 
der  this  subject  as  perfectly  matured,  and  there 
being  no  other  business  before  the  House,  hoped 
it  would  be  taken  up ;  although  he  was  not  sur- 
prised at  tbe  relnctaiice  of  those  gentlemen  who 
cherished  the  institution  as  one  of  the  in^gnia 
of  sovereignty,  to  act  upon  it.  This  aspect  of 
the  subject  eoold  not  however,  be  changed  by 
any  report  of  the  detailed  operations  of  the 
Hint.  He,  therefore,  moved  that  the  House, 
agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resolu- 
tion to  repeal  so  much  of  the  laws  on  the  sub- 


Mr.  SoTTTHARn  was  tn  fhvor  of  the  postpone- 
ment. There  were  now  present  a  nnmber  of 
gentlemen  not  members  at  the  period  of  dis- 
cussion daring  the  last  session.  They  have  no 
docnmenta,  and  cannot  be  correctly  informed. 
He  taw  no  advantage  in  entering  npon  the  dis- 


ouBsioD  at  this  time,  as  new  and  additional  in- 
formation may  be  received  from  the  report  ol 
the  Director.  It  had  been  said  there  was  no 
business  before  the  Honse ;  but  there  was  bnsi- 
neas ;  there  was  a  hill  upon  their  table,  why  not 
take  that  np  and  act  npon  it  t 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  called  for  ^he  reading  of  a 
document  that  wonld  throw  clear  and  full  light 
upon  the  sutdect;  not  light  of  that  fleeting 
kind  that  may  be  derived  from  an  annnu 
report.  From  this  document  suflicieot  infor- 
mation conJd  be  had  to  convince  any  member 
that  we  might  act  as  well  now  as  at  any  other 

[The  Clerk  read  a  report  from  the  Director  of 
tbe  Mint,  received  daring  the  lost  session,  stat- 
ing the  real  and  personal  property  atta3ied  to 
the  Mint ;  that  the  maohinerr  might  last  for 
one  year ;  that  the  horses  may  last  a  year ;  that 
to  conduct  tbe  operations  of  tiie  Mint  to  advan- 
tage, steam  shonld  be  nsed  instead  of  horses; 
that  the  lot  on  which  the  )Gnt  is  erected  was 
too  small;  and  that  a  lem  annual  sum  than 
seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand  dollars  wonld 
not  provide  for  the  establidunent.] 

Mr,  Babdolph  sdd  he  would  state  a  foct, 
which  was,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  iffluee 
from  the  Mint,  no  member  sees  a  coin.  For 
himself  he  bad  not  seen  a  piece  of  gold  coined 
in  the  Wut  for  two  years. 

Mr.  LowNDxa  said  the  remark  of  the  gentle-  - 
man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bakdolfh)  was  not 
correct,  as  he  had  seen  many  pieces  of  Ameri- 
can ooiu.  Bat  he  could  assign  a  satisfactory 
reason  for  the  appearance  of  so  little  gold  in 
ordinary  circulation.  It  was  the  practice  of  the 
banks  to  count  over  once  a  month  the  specie  in 
their  vaults.  This  trouble  was  considerably 
lessened  by  depositing  gold  instead  of  silver. 
He  had  been  credibly  assured  that  there  was 
now  in  tbe  vaults  of  the  banks  of  the  United 
States  gold,  in  eagles  and  half  eagles,  to  the 
amount  of  two  miQious  of  dollars.* 


sury,  he  shonld  be  tor  abolishing  it ;  but  he 
should  not,  on  Immatare  information,  be  for 
abolishing  an  institution,  coeval  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  founded  on  good  reasons.  The  rea- 
sons adduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Mr.  Raudolph)  were  insufficient.  80  foras  rela- 
ted to  the  horses,  he  believed  there  were  only 
four  employed,  and  the  purehase  of  four  fresn 
ones  wonld  be  a  very  unimportant  cousiderataon. 
Another  argument  was  drawn  from  the  small- 
ness  of  the  lot  on  which  the  Mint  stands. 
Though  it  might  be  better  coudncted  on  a  more 
extensive  lot,  yet  he  was  not  satisfied,  notwith- 
standing present  disadvantage^  that  it  might 
not  be  profitably  conducted,  at  least  so  far  as 
regarded  a  copper  coinage.  For  these  reasons 
he  thought  it  proper  to  wait  a  few  days,  in  or- 
der to  receive  information  that  would  enable 
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tbem  to  nndeiBtand  the  pointa  on  which  tb^ 
decuion  may  altimately  tonii 

The  qneedon  wa«  then  takea  on  Ur.  GBXoa'a 
motion  to  postpoae  the  anl^eot  till  the  aecoiid 
Uondav  in  JaQDory,  and  oarried — ajea  47,  noes 

as. 

Tbuibdat,  December  S8. 

Another  member,  to  «it,  Lkwib  B.  Uobbib, 

from  Vermont,  ^ipeored,  and  toolE  his  seat  In 


Fbidat,  December  24. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  WnxuK  H.  Hill, 
from  North  Oarolina,  appeared,  and  took  hia 
Mat  In  the  HonM, 

UossAT,  December  27. 
Om^J.P.  VanSm. 
ISr.  Datu  obewred  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  a  member  of  the  Honse  ret^ned  hts  seat 
oontraiT  to  the  sfdrtt  and  sense  of  the  constitn- 
tioD.  It  therefore  became  his  daty  to  offer  a 
resolotlon  for  inatitnting  an  inqnirj  into  the 
enbject,  in  doinf  which  he  ditdumed  all  per- 
sonal Tiew.    He  then  made  the  following  mo- 

BaotvtJ,  That  the  Commlttsa  oT  ElMtioni  be,  uid 
they  are  herabf,  initncted  to  Inqnin  whether  joha 
P.  Van  Ken,  one  of  the  member*  of  thu  Hooiie  from 
tb«  State  of  Naw  York,  letnmed  bj  uid  Slate  to 
NTTB  w  one  of  Iti  mamben  tn  the  tsventh  CoDgrea 
of  the  United  SlaCei,  hu  not,  linoe  hit  electioa  u  a. 
mamber  of  thij  Houn,  and  nnee  ha  oocnslad  ■  aut 
a*  a  nKiuber,  accepted  oT,  and  eienued  tha  office  of 
a  m^i  of  miliria,  under  tfae  anthoiitf  of  the  United 
States,  vithia  the  Territoiy  of  Colambla,  and  thereby 
Ibrfcitcd  hii  ri^t  to  a  aeat  as  a  nainhei  of  tbji 

Ur.  tfiTOHiLL  oonridered  the  point  as  Inter- 
esting in  two  relations  •  that  wbttm  involved  the 
deciRion  of  a  principle,  and  that  which  went  to 
deprive  the  Slate,  (New  York,)  one  of  wLoee  re- 
preBentativeahewas,ofamember.  Forlheeerea- 
BODB  he  hoped  the  bnsineee  wonld  not  be  imme- 
diately preesed.  He  acknowledged  this  was 
not  the  first  intimation  be  bad  received  of  the 
contemplation  of  snoh  a  motion;  bnt  he  hod 
entertaued  a  hope  Ihat  the  gentieman  with 
whom  it  originated,  had,  on  reflection,  oonai- 
dered  it  not  iuoon^tent  with  hia  duty  to  aban- 
don it. 

Ur.  Datu  replied,  that  be  felt  no  disposition 
to  press  a  deoidon.  He  had  oommnnicated, 
the  first  day  he  took  his  seat,  his  ideas  coi  the 
subject  to  certain  meml>ers,  the  friends  of  the 
gentleman  implicated  by  the  resolation,  in  liopes 
that  he  would  resign.  He  now  entertidned  no 
wish  to  push  the  bofflnesa.  He  soppoeed,  how- 
ever, that  the  reeolntion  wonld,  of  oonrse,  go  to 
the  Comnuttee  (^  Elections.  He  rei)eated  that 
he  was  governed  by  no  personal  pr^ndice,  bat 
entirety  by  a  sense  of  dntj.  He  oonclnded 
with  saying  be  was  in  favor  of  the  qnestion  of 
reference  being  immediately  taken. 


Bnt  on  Mr.  Mitobill  repeating  hia  devre  for 
some  delav,  Ur.  Datu  agreed  to  let  the  resaln- 
tion  lie  till  ttMnorrow. 

TunnAT,  DeennbeT  SS. 
Two  other  member^  to  wit :  from  Virgin!^ 
JoHX    SntAiron;  and  from  Kottb  Carolioa, 
Waxiuc  Basbt  Gbovs,  appeared,  and  took 
thdr  Mats  in  the  Hoose. 

Zetttr  qf  Jamm  MeEnrf. 

The  SpuxaB  laid  before  the  House  « Iett«r 
addressed  to  him  from  James  UoHeorr,  lata 
Secretary  for  the  War  Department,  ocoitaiiiing 
a  variety  of  observations  in  the  solject-matter 
of  a  report  presetted  to  the  House,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  d^  of  April  last,  tn'9  the  oom- 
mittee  appointed  to  Inqnire  and  report,  whether 
moneys  arawn  from  Um  Treasmj  have  been 
futhfully  applied  to  the  ol)Jects  for  which  they 
were  appropriate  and  whether  the  same  have 
been  regnkrly  accounted  (br;  and  to  repot, 
likewise,  whether  any  farther  arrangements 
are  necessary  to  promotfi  economy,  enforee  ad- 
herence to  Legulative  restrictions,  and  secnre 
the  accoontabUity  of  persons  intrusted  with 
the  pablio  money,  together  with  an  qipendi^ 
comprising  snndry  explanatory  stfttttoeots  in 
defence  of  the  official  condnot  of  the  said  James 
McHeory,  whilst  acting  in  the  cs^wdty  afom- 
said:  the  Honse  proceeded  in  the  reaihng  at 
the  said  letter,  and  having  made  some  pgogw 
therein, 

Ur.  Albtob'  said  that  the  paper  which  the 
Clerk  was  reading  appeared  tohim  to  be  a  Tcrj 
volaminoQS  one,  and  that  he  did  not  think  Ibe 
Honse  were  bound  to  list«i  to  the  reading  ot  it. 
He  conceived  them  only  boond  to  attend  to 
such  documents  as  might  be  reONved  from  pab- 
lio offioera,  or  to  petitions  for  a  redreaa  of  griev- 
ances. He  (Ud  not  believe  the  paper  now 
before  the  Honse  to  be  one  of  that  aeaeripticw, 
or  that  the  Honse  ought  to  take  any  nottoe  ot 
it.  If  the  House  were  bonod  to  take  notice  itf 
every  letter  any  individual  might  think  proper 
'    wHie  and  address  to  the  Speaker,  very  littla 


~  "tded  by  saying  he  thought  they  ooj^t 

to  take  no  more  notice  of  it  Ihan  they  sbovld 
of  any  paragraph  in  a  newsp^ter  which  ndght 
be    enclosed  to  the    Speaker.     He  therefivs 
moved  that  the  paper  diould  not  be  r«ad- 
Ur.  Btanlbt  observed  that  he  ^d  not  ptr- 


ticipate 


importance.    He  hoped,  therefore^  it  woold  be 
read. 

Ur.  UoBSU  oonld  not  omit  making  a  rernvk 
or  two.  From  the  oommnniralion,  so  br  » 
read,  it  speared  that  it  was  diuged  that  Om 
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obsracter  of  a  former  pabllo  officer  bad  been 
aapened.  The  House  ongbt,  tberafore,  not  oalj 
to  read  the  ooDmmnicatioii,  bnt  oko  to  Inquire 
bito  the  oompkint.  There  was  not  an  indeoent 
exprewion  in  iL  Thewriter  oomplainc  tbathi* 
character  baa  been  attacked ;  he  thioka  oqjnat- 
1;  attacked.  It  will  be  the  height  of  iqiualioe 
to  retkue  him  an  opportnnily  at  being  beard. 

The  Spbakxb  h^  that  it  vas  a  mle  of  the 
House  that  when  the  reading  of  a  paper  ia  called 
for,  it  ahall  be  read,  nnleea  dispenaed  with  by 
general  oonient. 

Ur.  RuiDoif H  Bud  he  wished  onlj  to  obaerre, 
that  there  wia  but  one  principle  (and  that  had 
been  stated  bj  the  Speaker)  on  which  these 
papers  ODght  to  be  read.  Aay  member  had  a 
ri^t  to  call  for  the  reading  of  papers.  To 
him,  however,  it  appeared  tbat  there  waa  no 
oooarion  for  ios[Hration  to  perceive  that  the 
popere,  ao  fiir  aa  read,  were  in  a  high  degree 
iDOeoent,  nnwortbj  of  anj  maa  who  hod  held, 
or  oD^t  to  holdj  aa  office  under  Government, 
and  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the  House. 
Hembers  were  cited  hj  name^  inanlla  were 
of^«d  to  individna]  membera;  a  committee 
was  divided  into  different  sects;  on  one  class 
illibwal  oalDmniee  were  throws,  while  the 
other  class  was  ahielded  from  reflecdpn.  Was 
thb  decent  or  indecent  t  He  omigratalated 
himself  that  he  differed  as  widely  on  this  sub- 
ject as  he  did  on  others  from  genUemen. 

Ur.  HoBBiB  said,  however  widely  he  might 
difibr  on  this  as  well  as  other  sabjects  from  the 
gentltanan  from  Yirgjoia,  he  beheved  his  own 
ideas  of  what  was  decent  or  indecent  as  cor- 
rect as  those  of  that  gentleman.  The  letter 
states  that  a  report  had  been  made  dmiiw  the 
laat  season  implicating  the  ohoraoter  of  the 
writer.  It  tarvier  states  that  oert^  gentle- 
men on  the  oommittee  did  not  concur  in  the  re- 
port. This  the  writer  knew  from  the  debates 
npon  the  report.  He  therefore  thooght  it  his 
dnty,  in  vindicating  himseli^  to  exonerate  those 
membere  from  oensore.  Was  thia  indecent  t 
He  conceived  not. 

Mr.  M.  Bud  that  whm  he  had  observed  that 
there  was  not  on  indeoent  expression  in  the 
letter,  he  meant  that  there  was  no  sach  expres- 
ntm  applied  to  the  Honse  collectively.  He  did 
not  mean  to  saj  there  were  no  charges  against 
individnal  memben.  fintif  there  were  charges 
against  individnal  members^  that  was  no  reason 
for  the  House  reftaring  to  hear  it.  That  ootdd 
oi^j  be  done  whm  onarges  were  made  against 
the  Hoose  in  its  eolleotive  character. 

The  Spsaxcs  read  the  mlea  of  the  Honsf 
that  ^plied  to  the  oase  before  them. 

Mr,  Ai^TON  said  he  only  rose  to  notice  the 
obanratLon  of  his  coUeagae,  (Mr.  Siibixt,) 
who  supposed  he  saw  the  in^de  of  the  oom- 
mnnioation  before  it  was  presented.'  This  he 
denied.  He  had  grounded  his  motion  exdu- 
dvely  on  what  he  had  heard  read. 

Mr,  Baooit  was  at  a  losa  to  deoida  on  the 
propriety  of  reading  or  not  reading  these  papers. 
Ha  perceived  that  they  contained  not  only  a 


iplaint,  bat  a  high  charge  against  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Honse,  stating  that  the  m^or 
part  assumed  to  act  exdosiTely  upon  the  bnd- 
nass  asugned  to  the  whole  oommittee,  withont 
consulting  the  other  members.  This  was  a 
high  ohwge.  Whether  proper,  or  regularly 
mode,  he  did  not  know.  It  waa  ratlier  his 
opinitm  that  the  Honse  onght  to  proceed  in 
readine  the  p<v>erB,  and  afterwards  to  paas  pro- 
per order  on  them. 

The  Spuekb  declared  the  role  for  reading 
Imperative^  and  Ifr.  AxsiON  withdrew  his  mo- 


Wbdnxsdat,  December  29. 
Cim«fJoknP.  VanNeM. 

Hr.  Davis  called  np  his  resolution  Instracting 
the  U.-mmittee  of  Elections  to  inqnire  whether 
Ml  "Vah  Ness  had  not  forfeited  his  seat,  by  ao- 
cept/ng  the  appointment  of  M^or  In  the  Militia 
of  the  Territory  of  Oolumbia. 

Mr.  ViN  Nbbs  stdd  that,  bo  far  as  the  decision 
of  the  Honse  might  affect  bipi  personally,  be 
felt  little  ooncem ;  but,  so  f^  as  it  affected  him  - 
as  a  representative  of  on  important  State,  he 
was  not  so  indifferenL  He  nad  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  proposed  inquiry  being  made. 
As  it  involved  the  decision  of  on  important 
pHuciple,  it  deserved  great  attention.  He  hod 
no  doubt  of  the  inquiry  being  made  with  that 
condor  and  fumess  which,  in  most  cases,  chnr- 
acterized  the  proceedings  of  the  Honse.  He 
was  far  from  imputing  any  impure  motives  to 
the  mover  or  seconder  of  the  resolution.  It 
woold  be  as  derogatory  to  him  to  impute,  as  In 
them  to  entertain,  any  views  dishonorable  or 
base.  Ho  had  risen  barely  to  state  his  wish 
that  an  inquiry  might  be  mode. 

Mr.  Elmkhdoeph  proposed  a  verbal  amend- 
ment, which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  without  a 
dividoo. 

Wbdkssdat,  January  S,  1803. 

Oemon  qf  Lofttttaua  to  Franet, 

Mr,  Gbibwold  called  up  his  reeolntlr<n  respect 

ing  Lonisiana,  Md  on  the  table  yesterday,  as  fol- 

Baohed,  That  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States  he 
TSqaeitcd  to  direct  die  proper  officer  to  lay  boTorelhls 
Hoiue  oa^tB  of  inch  official  docnmenti  m  have  heen 
nodved  by  thu  GoTsnuDeitt,  aiuooDcing  the  oeMim 
of  LODtaaus  to  Franco,  together  with  a  report  m- 
plaining  the  KipDlalions,  riicnmitancw,  mi  mn- 
ditioiu,Qnder«h^thatpraviDoeistobede]iTeivd  op: 
imleu  inch  docotnenti  and  report  will,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  PieiideDt,  divulge  to  tha  HonM  putiaitlar 
tranwcdoDSnotpiopeiatthiituustobcoatnmuniaatod. 

The  question  was  put  on  taking  it  into  conwd- 
eration,  and  carried— yeas  85,  nays  8S. 

Mr.  Bakdolph  observed  that  the  disonsslon  on 
this  motion  nught  embrace  points  nearly  con- 
neoted  with  the  Bal:{}eot  referred  to  a  oommittott 
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of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
which  had  been  discussed  with  closed  ooon. 
He  therefore  tltought  it  voold  be  expedient  to 
commit  this  motion  also  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wliole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaion,  to  whom  had 
been  committed  the  Message  of  the  President 
respecting  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Gbiswold  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail.  He  did  not  see  what  argnment  conld  be 
mvcd  in  favor  of  it.  The  resolntion  related  to  a 

Sabilo  transaction  stated  on  their  Jonrnal.  Ho 
id  not  think  that  any  thing  which  onght  to  be 
kept  secret  conld  be  involved  in  the  discnssion 
of  it.  What  is  its  purport  f  It  only  reqnestH 
the  President  to  fumisn  documents  respecting 
"the  cession  of  the  Spanish  province  of  Jjonis- 
iona  to  France,  which  took  plaee  in  the  oonree 
of  the  late  war,"  and  which  the  President  says 
"  will,  if  earned  into  efieot,  make  a  change  in 
the  aspect  of  onr  foreign  reUttioOB,  which  will 
donbtlesa  have  jnst  weight  in  any  deliberations 
of  the  Legislature  connected  with  this  anb- 
Ject" 

Are  not,  said  Mr.  G.,  theea  papers  important 
to  the  HoDsoT  Does  not  the  President  refer  to 
them  sa  important  to  enlight«n  ns?  He  speaks 
of  the  cession  as  a  fact  Ue  took  it  for  granted 
the  President  wonld  not  make  the  dedaration 
unless  he  bad  ofBoial  information  of  its  truth. 
Ought  not  the  Honae  to  be  poaseased  of  all  the 
Important  information  in  the  power  of  the  Es- 
ecntive  to  give?     It  certwnly  onght.     Every 

Kntleman  wonld  agree  that  the  Eunse  ought  to 
.ve  all  the  informatioa  If  the  information  is 
confidential,  it  will  be  received  with  closed 
doors.  But  the  qnestdon,  whether  the  Honse 
diall  obtain  this  information  is  a  pnblic  qnestlon ; 
and  there  was  not  a  man  within  those  walls,  or 
in  the  United  States,  who  wonld  cot  aay  tiiat 
the  Legislatnre  ought  to  nossesa  every  informa- 
tion on  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting.  Why, 
then,  reibr  this  reeolntion  calling  for  iubrmation 
to  a  committee  ?  Wh;^  postpone  it !  ,  They  bad 
bnt  a  short  time  to  sit  More  than  half  the 
session  was  already  elapsed.  Is  it  not  time  to 
gain  information !  Mr.  G.  aud,  he  woald  ven- 
tore  to  declare  that  no  sabjeot  so  important 
conld  be  bronght  before  the  Legislature  this 
aeeslon,  Oasht  we  not,  therefore,  on  such  a 
anbjec^  to  take  Immediate  means  to  gain  in- 
formation? He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  the  reference,  wbioh  oonld  have  no 
effect  bat  to  pnt  the  reeolaUon  asdeep,  and  de- 
prive the  Le^alatnra  of  information  tiiey  ought 
to  possess. 

Mr.  RAiniOLPa  said,  as  he  had  expressed  his 
disinclination  to  diaeuas  a  proposition  with  open 
doors  which  would  trench  on  the  deci^on  of  the 
House  to  discus  a  subject  to  which  it  intimately 
related  with  closed  doors,  it  conld  scarcely  be 
expected  that  be  sbonld  indulge  the  gentle- 
man in  entering  into  arguments  oolcnlated  to 
carry  him  from  his  purpose.  Bnt  he  denied  that 
the  adoption  of  his  motion  would  be  a  refnsal 
to  give  information.  He  well  knew  that  tbere 
me  nothing  easier  than  to  declare  the  anlyeot 
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vastly  important,  end  to  make  an  doqneat 
hamngne  npon  i^  and  to  infer  that  those  who 
did  not  immedi^ly  agree  to  the  mohiikn 
were  averse  to  giving  infonnation,  and  to  going 
into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  mua  s^ 
Jeot,  It  woald,  however,  not  be  expected  ^ 
be  shonld  enter  upon  these  on  a  prelimiDsry  r» 
solntion.  Bat  he  would  assnre  the  gentlemii 
who  had  submitted  this  resolution,  that,  loftr 
from  indnlging  any  disposition  to  be  dilMory  id 
his  attention  to  this  important  snljeot,  be  tame 
yesterday  prepared  to  make  a  motion  that  the 
Honse  shonld  go  into  a  Committee  of  ths  ^Hwie 
on  the  SQbiect,  which  motion  he  shonld  bare 
then  made  bat  for  that  offered  by  the  geniloiiia 
from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  BnTLEDOB  said  that,  did  he  ccnnder  tlal 
the  ^ving  publicity  to  any  information  on  Ihii 
subject  wonld  in  the  least  interfere  with  the 
constitutional  functions  of  the  I^e^dait.  be 
wonld  be  the  last  man  t«  support  the  nmA*- 
tion  of  his  friend  from  Oonnecticot.  Bot  be 
oonld  not  conceive  that  this  ooold  be  its  efiaS. 
What  were  they  about  to  aakl  They  we» 
abont  to  ask,  in  respectM  teraia,-the  PresideBt 
for  information  relative  to  what  he  Xatea  aia 
&ct ;  BO  much  information  as  he  ma;  think  it 
expedient  to  give.  Surely  there  wonW  be  no 
impropriety  in  this.  The  cession  of  LoaissDi 
had  been  stated  in  all  the  pnblic  prinbcf  En- 
rope  and  this  oonnt^,  and  on  the  floor  at  the 
British  Parliament.  This  cession  bad  been  mida 
a  ^ear  ago,  and,  notwithstanding  the  (tapKof 
this  time,  we  have  received  no  twmal  inwmt- 
tion  on  this  snbiect.  Is  it  not  natnrtl  for  Ibe 
people  to  aak  why  CongrcA  do  not  call  ftf  ibii 
information  t  Will  they  not  say  the  Presdwi 
has  done  bis  dnty  in  stating  the  betl  I^pcA 
this  snbject,  so  very  important,  are  they  lo  be 
kept  in  the  dark  (  Mr.  R.  conld  not  nacavs 
any  turn  of  the  debate  on  this  reeolntion  ibit 
could  produce  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  tbe 
Message  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  ITbrie. 
If  the  President  shall  say  the  lafbnDitMO  be 
gives  us  oaght  not  to  be  made  pnblie,  he  would 
anawer  for  himself,  and  he  believed  be  ccnld 
answer  for  his  friends,  that  they  wMild  not  "ek 

pnblic  discnsdon.    And  if  the  fr' "*"  " 


gret 
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fit,  can  itself  control  a  pDblia 
B.  concluded  with  saying  that,  in  the  pRMnl 
cas^  he  was  for  deciding  on  thareMlntion  vin 
open  doora. 
Mr.  8.  SviTH  thonght  this  point  on^t  in  i 
eat  measure  to  be  determined  by  the  aSM 
if  the  House  in  nmilar  cases.  He  ^  not  Mwrl 
it  as  a  fact,  bat,  from  reoolleodon,  ba  bdisndil 
waa  so,  that  when  a  call  was  mada  for  p*|>^ 
in  the  case  of  the  Britiah  Treaty,  Ito  qMStiia 
waa  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  '^^^^ 
there  fiilly  discossed.  Aooording  to  his  recol- 
lection, one  ride  of  the  Home  called  hi  f*P** 
on  the  principle  that,  after  negotiations  wfre 
terminated,  the  House  had  a  right  to  inTom*- 
tion  before  they  made  a  grant  <rf  mooej  nndffii 
treaty,  bnt  acknowledging  that  a  eall  for  fod 
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informatioD  might  be  improper  during  k  pend- 
ing DegotiatioD.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
thoQgbt  it  proper,  on  th*t  oocadon,  that  the 
Hoase  should  have  the  papers;  bat  he  aim 
thoQght  it  improper,  and  had  then  Ho  declared, 
to  celU  for  papers  daring  a  pending  negotiation. 
Whether  in  the  present  instance  a  negotiation 
vas  pending  or  was  not,  he  did  not  know.  He 
was,  therefore,  for  postponing  the  resolation  tiil 
this  was  known  to  the  Honse. 

Ur.  Dama  Hud  that  he  did  not  know,  nor  had 
he  heard  from  any  qaarter,  that  there  was  anj 
negotiation!  depending  respecting  the  oeesion  ci 
Looiaana.  Tne  President  has  informed  us  of 
the  fact.  All  that  the  reeolntioD  asks  are  official 
docnmenta  respecting  the  cession,  with  the 
stipulationa,  circtmistaiices,  and  conditions,  on- 
der  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  np.  He  conld 
not  see  Lbe  improprie^  of  sooh  a  reqaest.  Bnt 
if  the  President  deem  it  improper  to  famish  the 
information,  we  do  not  assert  oar  right  to  de- 
mand it.  There  are  two  views  in  which  this  in- 
formatioii  maj  be  important ;  that  whioh  tsaj 
throw  light  on  the  boundariea  of  the  provinoe  as 
ceded ;  and  another,  whether  the  prorince  is  to 
be  ceded  to  the  Frenoh  in  the  condition  it  shall 
be  in  when  actoall;  delivered  op,  or  whether 
sobject  to  the  eondilions  is  whicn  it  was  held 
according  to  treaty  hj  Sptdn.  Tbis  is  important 
infurmabon  to  goideonr  deliberations;  informa- 
tion not  depending  npon  an  existing  n^otiation, 
bnt  upon  a  negotiation  dedded. 

Mr.  Griswold  called  for  the  taking  of  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Ur.  Sioux  was  in  favor  of  the  widest  pub- 
licity in  every  case  where  it  wonld  not  prove 
iqjarionsj  and  there  were,  in  his  opinion,  very 
few_ cases  in  wluch  it  OQght  not  to  take  place. 
He  coold  not,  however,  withhold  one  remark; 
that  gentlemen  shoold  object  to  the  mode  now 
proposed,  a  mode  nmilar  to  that  adopted  in 
like  cases,  greatly  surprised  him.  [He  here 
quoted  the  proceedings  of  the  Honse  on  a  call 
lor  papers  in  the  case  of  the  British  Treaty.] 
That  case  fomiahed  a  precedent,  by  which  it 
^ipeared  that  a  motion  for  information  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  a  more 
fnll  discoseion. 

Mr.  Batib  observed  that,  aa  he  lived  In  that 
dislriot  of  country  most  materially  affected  by 
the  sabject  before  the  Honse,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  ezprees  lus  opinion  on  the  motion. 
He  sud  he  did  not  know  what  reason  could  he 
■ssigned  for  the  motion,  bat  that  expreeeed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  private,  to  propose 
oertain  reeolntions  that  reqnired  secrecy. 

Ur.  D.  said  it  had  been  his  parpcee  yeeterd^ 
to  have  sabmitted  oertdn  resolutions,  which  he 
■hoald  have  done,  but  for  the  motion  of  the 
^tleman  tiara  Oonnectiont  calling  for  infonna- 
tion ;  after  it  was  made  he  was  willing  to  wait 
until  all  information  was  obtained  that  coold  be 
f^irnisbed.  Sappoee  we  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  what  light  can  we  expect  from 
their  deliberation  I    We  can  gain  nothing.    Bnt 


[H.  o»  K. 

let  the  call  for  information  prevail ;  let  ns  draw 
from  the  President  ench  information  as  ho  may 
think  it  proper  topve;  and  let  ns  then  refei 
that  information  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  they  will  be  able  to  deliberate  wisely. 
What  use  can  it  be  to  take  a  step  troia  which 
no  beneflt  can  he  derived  f  As  to  the  call  on 
the  President,  he  will  not  give  ns  any  thing 
that  is  improper.  How  does  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  know  what  light  this  information 
may  throw  on  the  snbjeott  Is  he  prepared  to 
say  it  will  throw  no  light  on  this  subject?  If 
be  ia,  Mr.  D.  s^d  he  himself  was  not.  He 
might  have  ways  of  acquiring  the  secrets  of  the 
Cabinet ;  bat  for  himself  he  had  no  ench  oppor- 
tunities. Ur.  D.  concluded  by  declaring  him- 
self ag^nst  the  motion. 

Mr.  Rakoolfh  was  compelled  again  relac- 
tantly  to  treepass  on  the  indnlgence  of  the 
Honse,  to  assure  them,  and  the  gentleman  fh>m 
Kentucky,  that  his  motion  did  not  comprehend 
a  reflisal  to  agree  to  the  call  for  informaticm 
made  by  the  gentieraon  f^om  Comiecticat. 
After  going  into  committee,  they  might,  per- 
haps, either  by  a  nnanimoos  vote,  or  by  that  of 
a  m^ority,  agree  to  the  reeolation.  Beneflt 
might  arise,  and  no  mischief  poeaiMv  conld, 
bma  going  mto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EuoBB  mast  acknowledge  that  be  conld 
not  understand  the  otject  of  Uiose  who  were 
for  refusing  this  information.  If  they  had  any 
oMection  to  aaking  the  information,  let  them 
inform  as  what  it  is.  And  if  they  have  no  ob- 
lection,  why  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  whiohTif  gone  into,  most  be  with 
closed  doorst  The  qneation  alladed  to  in  the 
British  Treaty  was  very  different  fmrn  this.  In 
that  case,  one  part  of  the  House  thought  they 
had  a  right  to  demand  the  information  of  the 
Executive,  and  that  he  was  bonnd  to  deliver  it ; 
while  the  other  part  of  the  House  neither  ac- 
knowledged th^  light  to  demand,  nor  the  obit* 
gation  to  qbey.  "Rie  present  case  was  entirely 
different.  We  ask  nothing  but  what  the  Ex- 
ecutive shall  thhik  proper  to  furnish,  we  are  as 
cantions  as  we  can  possibly  be ;  we  even  go  so 
far  as  to  pat  words  ta  the  President's  month, 
if  he  shful  think  there  is  any  impropriety  in 
^ving  the  information.  Gentlemen  cert^nty 
have  confidence  in  the  Execotive,  that  be  wi& 
tell  ns  if  the  information  is  improper  to  be  Uo' 
nished. 

Hr.  H.  conld  not  bnt  exprees  hia  surprise 
that  the  Honse  had  rec«ved  no  official  docu- 
ments on  this  important  Bubjeot.  He  could  not 
comprehend  why  Congress  should  not  know 
the  contents  ef  the  conTention.  If  proper,  we 
ought  to  have  these  doomnents;  and  if  not 
proper,  we  ought  to  have  a  reason  (br  it.  The 
country  was  in  a  state  of  serious  alarm;  and  it 
might  have  a  bad  effect  if  something  was  not 
immediately  done,  and  a  disposition  exhibited 
to  act,  in  case  it  should  prove  necemory. 

Mr.  SitniB  said  the  gentleman  fk>m  Sontb 
Carolina  (Mr.  Htron)  was  incorrect,  wh«i  he 
stated  that,  in  the  case  of  the  British  Treaty 
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one  set  of  gentlem«ii  had  oontended  for  the 
right  of  the  Hoose  to  demand  papen.  If  this 
litA  been  so.  the  reeolntion  then  proposed 
would  have  oeea  peremptory ;  whereas  the 
fact  was  that  it  was  qualified  by  an  exception 
of  saoh  papera  as  the  Preaident  might  oonaider 
it  improper  to  famish.  [Mr.  BiouK  here  quoted 
tlie  Joornala,  trhioh  oonnrmed  hia  remark.] 

Jb.  Obsos  add  it  would  be  allowed  that 
thla  was  an  important  reaolntion,  which  related 
to  an  important  subject.  This  was,  he  be- 
lieved, the  first  inatance  in  which  a  reeolntion 
allowed  to  be  important,  had  been  refiised  a 
reference  to  a  Oi^mittee  of  the  Whole.  On 
thia  principle  hia  vote  wonld  be  decided.  If 
the  motion  did  not  prev^  he  shonld  then  move 
that  the  reeolntion  should  be  printed  before  it 
was  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Obibwold  would  not  otjeot  to  the  refers 
ence  if  the  object  were  to  obtain  a  more  fiill 
disQuadon  of  the  resolndoti.  He  waa  generally 
in  &vor  of  anch  referencee,  as  the  diacnidon 
waa  oondacted  in  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  a  freer  scale  than  in  the  Honse.  On  this 
principle  it  was,  that  the  call  for  papers  re- 
epeoting  the  British  Treaty  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Bnc  it  had  not  been 
referred  to  a  Ooromittoe  of  the  Whtde  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

He,  however,  nnderstood  the  otject  of  gen- 
tlemen to  be  to  refer  the  reaolntion  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  discuse- 
ing  it  with  closed  doors.  If  that  were  the 
olqeot,  he  shonld  oppose  it.  For,  he  would 
say,  nothing  of  secrecy  oonld  arise  ont  of  the 
discussion  of  tlua  reaolntion.  He  did  not  wish 
that  a  reeolatitm  so  important  ahonld  be  re- 
ferred to  a  secret  committee.  If  gentlemen 
mean  to  deny  na  this  information,  let  them 
deny  it  in  public  Let  them  not  do  it  in  a 
■eoret  committee.  Surely  they  can  have  no 
such  unworthy  motivee. 

As  to  the  case  of  1798,  under  the  British 
Treaty,  the  gronnd  of  oppodtion  was  thia :  It 
waa  daimed  that  the  House  had  a  right  to  de- 
cide npon  a  treaty,  and  to  establish  this  point 
papera  were  called  tor.  And  on  the  decimon 
of  the  question,  on  the  grantdng  or  reAiaing  the 
application,  depended  the  eatabliahment  of  the 
r^t  of  the  Eouae  to  partJoipate  in  the  treaty- 
making  power.  Tliis  right  was  denied  by  those 
who  voted  aguDst  the  call.  But  in  thia  oase 
there  was  no  diflferonce  as  to  the  power  of  the 
House.  The  President  In  his  Message  had  ex- 
pressly stated  that  the  oesdon  would  have 
weight  in  the  deliberatioas  of  the  Legislature. 
TUs,  then,  being  a  oaae  in  which  it  Is  pioper  to 
legislate,  shall  we  go  to  work  blindfold,  wiihont 
having  in  the  informatitai  possessed  by  the  £x- 
eontive,  that  It  is  proper  we  shonld  poeeeest 
What  do  we  know  respeoling  the  cession? 
Though  made  for  more  than  one  year,  we  have 
no  uSormatdon,  except  that  oontuned  in  the 
Ueaaage,  which  barely  mentions  the  fact.  For 
these  reasons  Mr.  G.  hoped  the  motion  wonld 
not  prevail,  as  Its  avowed  oljoot  was  not  for  a 


discussion,  but  for  the  pnrpoee  ot 
„  „  I  a  secret  nommittee.  If  gentleniNi 
mean  to  deny  ui  the  informstion  we  sak,  let 
the  denisl  be  public;  and  if  they  grant  it,  there 
is  no  reason  agiUnst  thdr  doing  it  pnUicly. 

Ifr,  Kabdolph. — The  gentleman  from  Oon- 
neoticDt  tells  us  that  this  snbject  is  referred  to  In 
the  MesBsge  of  the  President,  and  that  on  it  we 
are  called  bj  him  to  le^slate.  That  snbjeet 
hsq  been  refwred  to  a  0(mmittee  of  the  Whole ; 
and  yet,  be  says,  it  is  improper  to  refer  tliis  r«- 
solntion  to  the  ssme  oommiltee.  This  may  be 
logic;  bntIconfesB,ifitia,Idonotuiide(staDd 
it  He  says  if  the  object  of  reference  be  fcr  a 
more  ample  diaoosrion,  he  will  beinfavwof  it; 
bnt  not  so,  if  it  be  to  send  it  to  a  secret  com- 
mittee. Does  the  gentleman  mean  to  insinnatA 
that  the  debates  of  this  body  are  for  the  enter- 
tsinmeot  of  the  ladies  who  honor  us  with  thdr 
presence ;  or  that  as  soon  as  our  doors  are  dint, 
our  ears  also  are  shnt  to  all  nsefol  and  neccKw; 
information  t  If  the  doors  shall  be  closed,  can- 
not we  still  agree  to  the  resotutknt  However 
gentlemen  may  pernst  in  the  course  they  have 
talcen,  I  shall  not  permit  tiiewarmtli  ot  their 
larks,  or  that  of  my  own  feeling^  to  betray 
into  a  debate  on  points  which  the  House 
have  determined  shall  be  discnssed  with  closed 
doors.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  ready  to  de- 
clare that  I  have  arenmenta  to  advance,  that  it 
is  not  my  wish  to  aavaQce  with  opoi  doors. 

Mr.  Baooit  said  the  resolution  rimply  called 
for  information  respecting  the  cesnon  of  the 
province  of  Loiusiana  to  the  French.  He  did 
not  see  the  end  to  be  answered  by  ooramittine 
it.  Is  there  any  doabt  that  we  shall  not  stand 
in  need  of  information  when  we  come  to  disoofl 
pointsoonneotedwtth thissubject)  Itq>peaied 
to  him  they  wonld.  He  was  therefore  agunst 
tbereferenoe. 

Mr.  S.  SioTH. — The  gentleman  btaa  Oonneo- 
ticnt  has  candidly  admitted  that  it  ia  cnstanary 
in  snch  cases  to  make  a  referoice;  that  he  is 
not  in  fiivor  of  the  referenoe  being  made  to  a 
oommittae  with  shut  doors;  bnt  if  the  otject 
were  to  obt^  a  free  disenssion,  he  wonld  not 
object  to  it.  He  is  told  that  a  fUI  and  fre« 
disonsdon  cannot  l>e  had  without  snch  a  refer- 
ence, and  yet  he  peidsts  in  his  bostili^  to  the 
motion.  He  had  been  told  so  by  the  movM', 
and  common  senae  wonld  have  twd  him  so  st 
first;  yet  he  is  for  toUng  advsnt^e  of  the 
mover,  and  for  shuttinK  ont  the  arguments  be 
has  to  urge.  The  gentleman  is  ndsl^ai  ia  Us 
statement  of  the  motives  c^  the  difibrent  ddes 
of  the  Honse  In  the  discnsdoa  on  a  call  fcr 
papery  in  1796,  when  he  rq>resents  one  dde  ss 
duming  a  right  to  partidpate  in  the  trtstr- 
mntjiig  power.  He  recollected  H  had  bMB 
ohaitted  npon  them;  bnt  they  had  deoisd  it. 
We  contended,  said  Mr.  8^  that  whw  a  Omtr 
was  formed,  appropriating  a  large  som  <i 
money,  we  had  a  rf^t  to  appropriate  or  not  to 
appropriate  the  money ;  but  we  never  sawuntJ 
the  right  to  say  whether  the  treaty  was  eeo- 
eluded  or  nob    Afterwarda,  gentltsMsi  Aim* 
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mItu,  if  he  recollected  right,  moved  a  resolatdon 
that  it  wBs  expedient  to  carry  the  treatj^  Into 
effect,  by  which  they  did  admit  the  right  of  the 
Home.  Ur,  B.  aajd  he  bad  do  preYioiu  know- 
ledge of  what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
meant  by  his  motion ;  he  might  perhaps  wish 
to  amend  the  r«eoliition;  bat  nben  he  says  be 
baa  argiiments  that  he  cannot  urge  without  ahnt 
dooT^  De  tnuted  that  Indalgence  would  be  al- 
lowed  him,  or  there  would  be  &  denial  of 
Jiutioe. 
1&.  Dasa  Mid,  there  was  a  masfo  of  lan- 
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ungoage,  in  the  Houe  reeolTiug  itMlf  into  a 
oommittee,  and  that  committee  returning  itkelf 
back  iAto  the  Honae,  both  a)ND|>o8ed  of  ihe 
lame  memben,  that  nude  the  prooeedingi  of 
pabllo  bodiea  appear  rtdlookms.  Bat  there 
were  anbatautial  beoeflta  derived  from  the  ob- 
Mrra&ee  of  theae  finina.  Tbwe  wai  a  ftiUer 
nd  freer  discni^oii ;  every  member  spoke  as 
often  aa  he  ohose,  and  they  eidoyed  the  Eh>eak- 
cr's  advice.  There  were,  bendes,  two  discns- 
rioDS  ind  deddtma,  Instead  of  oite>  He  admit- 
ted, therefore;  the  proroiety  of  enoh  prooednre 
in  all  oases  where  uiere  was  an  important 
principle  involved.  Bnt  in  this  instance  there 
was  no  important  principle  to  discnsa.  There 
VSR  an  important  principle  involved  in  the 
bmons  qoefltioa  of  ]?96.  It  was  therefore 
right  to  refer  it  to  a  Coromittee  of  the  Whole. 
He  did  not  know  what  principle  was  to  be  dis- 
cossed  on  this  reference,  nnless  it  was  the  want 
of  information.  This  he  most  sensibly  felt; 
■nd  those  gentlemen  who  also  felt  it,  might,  be 
tboot^t,  be  Indulged  by  those  who  possess  all 
infoimadon  on  the  snl^ect  If  any  genUeman, 
Itowerer,  will  say  that  any  important  prindple 
It  involVed  in  the  resolution,  he  was  ready  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole^  thot^  not 
with  olosed  doors. 

He  qoeetion  was  then  taken  by 'yeas  and 
Mys  on  Mr.  Raxsolfh'b  motion,  to  refer  the 
rcaotation  of  Mr.  Obiswold  to  a  Oommittee  of 
file  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  car- 
ried—yeas  49,  nAys  89,  as  follows ; 

TuiL— WSlii  AMon,  John  Anihu,  Theodconi 
Btiln,  lUohard  Brent,  Robert  Brawn,  WUliun  But- 
iMytllomu  Claibame,  Hatthev  Cla;,  John  Clopttm, 
Jsbi  Condtt,  Richard  Catti,  John  Dswan,  Lncu 
Etswodoi^  Ebeneier  Ehner,  WfUImn  Eiudi,  Ed- 
win On^,  Andraw  Qn^g,  Jdio  A.  Hanna,  Joaeph 
Btlrter,  WUliam  Hoge,  James  Holland,  David 
Bolms^  OMiga  Jaduon,  Midiael  Lrib,  David  Heri- 
vrtier,  Samuel  L.  HitddU,  TbouM  Moon,  Antbmy 
Ksv,  Thomu  Newton,  jr.,  Jiweph  H.  NIoholsOD, 
John  Budobh,  jr.,  John  Snulia,  John  Smith,  (of 
Kew  Yoik;)  Jolm  Smith,  (of  Vlivinla,)  Jodah  Smith, 
Saama!  Srobb,  Henn  Sondtarc^  Riehaid  Staafbid, 
Joanli  Stanton,  Jr.,  Jdin  Stowwt,  John  TallabTM, 
>■,  David  Thomas,  Ph3ip  R.  Thomt»on,  Abraham 
Trigg,  Jdm  Trlg^  PhiHp  Van  Cortlandt,  Jonph  B. 
Vtninm,  Im>o  Van  Home,  and  Thoaus  wyima. 

Natis.— Jidm  Baooo,  Phannel  Biahi^  Thoa.  Boode, 
J<Aii  Campbell,  Hononeh  Cntler,  Samnal  W.  Dans, 
John  Davenport,  Thomu  T.  Davii,  John  Dconii, 
Wm.  Dickion,    Calvin    Qoddard,   Boger  Orinrold, 


wnHam  Bury  Orove,  Seth  Hastiiigi,  William  Helms, 
Jonph  HemphtD,  Archibald  Ha^non,  Benjamin 
Hager,  Samnet  Hmit,  Thomae  Lowndes,  Ebenaier 
Hattoon,  Lawis  fi.  Morri^  TbtnoM  Honi^  Janies 
Hott,  Eliai  Perking  Tbomaa  Plater,  Nathan  Read, 
John  Rnlledge,  WilUnn  Sbepard,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Stanley,  Bei^mfai  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Tsnney, 
Samoel  Thatcher,  Tfaoi.  Tillin^iaet,  George  B.  Upham, 
PelegWadiworth,  LenmelWimsnH,  andueoiyWbodib 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Qbcswold,  the  Hoose  im* 
mediately  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RAmtoLpB  rose,  and  oheerved  that  he 
held  in  his  hands  oertaui  resolntions  connected 
with  tbe  Message  ttf  the  Prerident,  relative  to 
the  late  proceedings  at  New  Orleans,  the  dls- 
onseion  of  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  carried 
on  with  closed  doon.  3e  aahed  tlie  dedaion 
of  the  question,  whether,  previooaly  to  (Bering 
bis  resolations,  tbe  doors  ought  not  to  be 
closed)  The  reetdntions  he  meant  to  tnbmit 
grew  ont  of  tbe  Message.  If  tbe  Honse,  how> 
ever,  inristed  npon  thrir  bdng  then  rud,  he 
had  no  indisposition  to  read  them. 

The  Ohaibiuk  eonddered  the  committee  as 
inoompetent  to  clearing  the  Dalleriea,  He 
thought  it  mnst  be  the  act  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Dawsox  inqnired  if  the  same  rules  that 
applied  to  the  Honse,  did  not  iJso  apply  to 
OiMnmittees  of  the  Whole  f 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  the  readinc  of  the 
President's  Messsge  respecting  New  Orieans. 

Mr.  Obtswolo  sdd  there  was  other  bnsiuessi 
not  requiring  seore^,  referred  to  the  oommittee 

Ur.  Raisolph  repeated  bis  coll  for  the  read- 
ingof  the  Prerideat^  Message. 

The  OKAiutur  asked  what  Measage  t 

Mr.  RixDOLFH  reidied,  the  oonfldential  Mee- 

Ur.  OxKwoiA  s^d  that  oonld  not  be  read 
with  qteo  doors. 

The  Ohaisiuv  add  the  doors  oonld  not  be 
olosed  without  an  order  of  the  House, 

Mr.  B.  SiOTB  observed  that  it  had  been  ens- 
tomanr  to  dear  the  galleries  before  tbe  Honse 
went  into  committee.  To  save  tjme,  he  would 
move  that  the  oommittee  should  rise^  in  order 
to  obtain  an  order  of  the  House  to  that  eflboL 

Mr.  Qbuwolo  hoped  the  omnmittee  wonld 
not  rise.  The  tmdneas  he  had  proposed  WIS  of 
a  public,  not  of  a  private  nature.  It  waa  also 
of  a  preedng  nature,  and  onght  not  to  be  post- 
poned for  any  other  basiness. 

Mr.  Dara  hoped,  Indeed,  for  the  htaior  of  the 
House,  they  would  not  ezldbit  the  epectode  fit 
wssting  time  in  gtring  into  oommittee  md  then 
eoming  ont  of  it  witnoat  doing  any  thing,  bnt 
would  ^ooeed  to  the  pnblio  btuiness. 

Mr.  RuTLBDoa. — ^Tbe  gentlraasn  from  Vir- 


ginia holds  in  hie  hands  rwolntions  that  reqi 
After  dedding  cm  the  motion  m 


inire 
secrecy.  After  dedding  cm  the  motion  M  the 
gentleman  fr-om  Oonneotiont,  he  will  not  be 
prednded  frtmi  offering  these  resolutions. 

Hr.  £dbtu  said  if  the  Honse  had  resolved 
itself  into  a  oommittee  for  the  express  purpose 
of  tsking  into  oondderodon  the  resolntion  of 
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the  gentleman  froni  Oannectlciit,  it  would  be 
proper  to  ^ve  it  the  preference  over  (uiy  otlier 
bnAiness ;  and  in  that  case  he  shoold  hare  been 
as  readj  at  this  moment  as  at  any  oth^  to  offer 
hia  objections  to  it  Bat  if  it  were  understood 
that  the  Hoosa  had  resolvBd  itself  generally  into 
a  Committee  on  the  Btate  of  tbe  Union,  one  ^n- 
tleman  from  Vir^nia  having  made  a  motion, 
and  another  gentleman  from  Connecticnt  having 


time  ooght  to  be  last  att«ailed  to.  The  other 
gentleman's  motion  was  first  in  oonrse ;  and  if 
the  gentleman  who  offered  it  desired  the  gal- 
leries to  be  cleared,  he  had  an  nndonbted  right 
to  an  order  to  that  efiect. 

Ifr.  Maoon  (Speaker)  remarked  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Honse  was  one  committee, 
and  a  Oommittee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  another  oommittee.  They  were 
distinct  oonumttees.  The  last  was  never  form- 
ed for  special  pnrpDses.  He  did  not  reoolleot 
that  this  had  over  been  done.  Whereas  the 
other  oommittee  was  always  fbrmed  for  a  apedal 
pnrpose.  The  diffionlty  in  this  case  had  arisen 
from  referring  the  confidential  Message  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  He  believed  it  wonld  be  well  to  rise, 
and  separate  the  two  subjects  that  had  been  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Oommittee  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Gbiswou>  did  not  understand  what  the 
gentleman  from  Massaohnsetta  meant  by  priority 
of  motion.  Tbe  Ohtdrman  had  determmed  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia  was 
not  in  order,  as  it  oonld  not  be  snbmitted  to  a 
pablio  oommittee.  After  this  disposition  of  that 
motion,  none  remained  before  the  oommittee 
other  than  hia  own.  In  point  of  priority,  he 
rose,  therefore,  to  have  his  reeolntion  then  de- 
oided  npon.  With  regard  to  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Speaker,  be  did  not  see  any  rea- 
son for  it.  Was  it  not  as  well  to  decide  on 
this  resolntion  in  this  committee  as  in  any 
other  o(Knmittee!  Why,  then,  rise  for  the  pnr- 
pose of  referring  It  to  a  secret  committee  I 

Ur.  S.  SioTH  sud^  the  gentleman  from  Uaeaa- 
dinsetts  meant  by  his  remarks  that  the  Mesaaga 
of  the  President  had  precedence.  The  gentle- 
man from  0<mnectiont  was  only  now  nrging 
what  had  been  decided  ag^nst  him  in  the 
Honse.  He  thinks  he  haa  now  an  advantage, 
and  presses  it. 

l£r.  B.  add,  he  had  not  a  donbt  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Oorolina  (Ur.  fiuTLSDox)  is 
very  Ednoere  in  hia  opinion,  tiiat,  if  we  will 
agree  to  submit  all  power  to  them,  they  will 
indulge  US  by  agreeing  to  certain  subordinate 

Kinte.  But  gentlemen  will  eicnse  as.  We 
ve  already  taken  great  pains  to  divest  them 
of  power,  and  we  are  not  yet  disposed  to  re- 
turn it  into  their  hands. 

We  ore  of  opinion  that  the  Ueeaage  ought  to 
be  discussed  with  dosed  doois;  that  is  ue  in- 
tention of  the  motion ;  let  na  not  take  advan- 
tage of  those  who  have  orgamenta  to  ofiler 
which  they  wish  not  to  snbmit  with  open 


doors;  let  the  oommittee  rise^  and  the  galleriea 
be  cleared. 

Mr.  Daha,  in  one  point,  fhlly  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ma^land.  lliey  had  taken 
great  pains  to  get  power.  But  he  regretted  that 
any  political  party  aliosion  whatever  had  been 
made  on  this  snbject.  He  had  snpposed  it  ea 
important,  to  deeply  interesting  to  all  America, 
that  he  had  hoped  ^i  spirit  of  party  would  hava 
slept  daring  our  deliberations  on  it ;  and  that 
we  shontd  have  shown  that  we  entertained 
bnt  one  sentimefit,  and  were  ready,  if  neoes- 
sarv,  to  extend  one  arm  in  defence  of  our  in- 
vaded ri^ta. 

Mr.  Z  R.  MoBUB  expressed  bis  disagreement 
with  the  Bpaaker  on  a  point  atoriet — 

When  the  jnestion  was  taken  <kl  tbe  riniig 
of  the  oommittee,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative 
— ^es  40,  noee  87. 

The  committee  accordingly  osa,  and  tb* 
OhEurman  reported  tiiat  they  had  oome  to  no 
resolution, 

A  motion  was  made  to  a^onm,  on  which  Ur. 
Griswou)  called  tbe  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were — yeas  AS,  nays  SI. 

[Scoarr  SaeaiOK.] 

The  Honse  was  then  cleared  of  all  persona,  ex- 
cept themembersaudtheClerk:  Whereopontba 
Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  Kmfiden- 
Hal  communication  from  tbe  Pbebidbst  of  the 
UnfrrKD  Btatbb,  received  the  thirty-firet  nltirao. 

Ordered,  That  the  Oommittee  of  tbe  whole 
Honse  on  the  stete  of  the  Union,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  PaEsiiiKirr  of  th» 
UHiTsn  States  of  tae  twenty^second  and  thirti- 
eth nltimo,  be  discharged  froia  the  considera- 
tion thereof;  and  that  the  sud  Message,  to- 
gether with  the  docnments  transmitted  there- 
with, be  committed  to  a  Oommittee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
House  do  oome  to  the  following  resolution: 

Raoleed,  That  this  Houae  receive,  with  groat  •enii- 
bOilj,  tlie  infoniiAtioa  of  a  ditpoiitiOD  !□  certaio  of- 
floara  of  tiie  Spamih  GoreiDiDent  at.  Nw  Oil— m, 
to  obitmot  the  navintioD  of  the  rivtr  MJMiiPppi, 
u  Mcnred  to  the  Umted  Statu  1^  the  moat  r'**™ 
UipulAtloiii. 

Tha^  adhmii^  to  de  hnmane  and  wlae  ptiUcy 
iriiich  ought  ever  to  charaetoiie  a  free  paotda,  aad 
by  which  the  Unltad  StaMs  han  alwmjs  p^fa—J  (e 
be  govamed ;  willing,  at  the  auae  tiina,  to  aamba 
tbia  bnach  of  compmct  to  tba  noanAonnd  muean- 
dnct  of  oertain  individuals,  rmtbo'than  to  ■  mot  of 
good  Cuth  OD  the  part  of  Hii  Catholio  M  ^JM^  j  aad 
relying  with  perfect  eooSdeoea  an  tba  vi^laaea  aal 
wiidomof  the  Eiecutin,  A^  will  wait  die  iMoaof 
■noh  meiuom  lu  that  depactmoat  of  the  Govem- 
meut  shall  hava  punned  &r  aoarting  Aa  lightt  and 
vindioatiiig  the  iqjories  of  the  United  State*  ;  bald- 
ing it  to  be  tlieir  dntj,  U  tbe  Hms  time,  to  «ipi«i 
th^  unalterable  determinatioB  to  ttaintain  tbe 
bouudaries,  and  the  ri^ts  at  navigatioB  aad  e 
meroa  thiough  the  river  Miidiri^  a*  «     "~ 
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Hr.  Ghibivold  moved  that  the  Honse  should 
reeolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
his  resolution  respecting  Loni^ana, 

Hr.  D^iFsoir  was  opposed  to  the  motion,  for 
reasona  before  assignea. 

Mr.  Gbiswold  said  the  gentleman  did  not  mi- 
deratand  what  he  had  proposed.  It  had  been 
the  wiah  of  gentlemen  to  separate  the  conaider- 
aUon  of  his  resolntion  troia  other  Buhjecta  re- 
fiUTed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliolo  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  For  which  pnrpoee  lie 
had  be»i  wilUog  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of 
die  Whole.  Bnt  he  was  averse  to  referring  it 
to  a  secret  committee  ;  as  he  did  not  peroeire 
its  connection  wltli  any  subject  that  required 
secraoy.  The  difiOQseion  on  It  ought,  in  his 
opinion,  to  be  pnblio.  It  was  not  neceesaij  for 
tdm  to  repeat  that  it  was  of  a  pressing  nature. 
It  respected  the  obtaining  infbrmation  on  a  snb- 
ject,  he  wonld  say,  of  greater  importance  than 
anr  which  coold  come  before  Congress  that 
session.  One  third  of  the  session  was  gone^ 
and  yet  the  L^^latore  had  no  information 
before  them.  Ho  hoped  there  was  no  dispoii- 
tbn  entertained  hj  gentlemen  to  embarrase  this 
W>poeitlon  with  points  onconnected  with  it. 
The  proportion  wa^  extremely  mmple.  Called 
upon  by  the  President  to  lepslate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  cession  of  Lonimana,  we  do  not  know 
the  precise  state  of  that  ceesion.  To  legislate 
correctly,  we  .want  to  be  informed  of  aH  the 
drcnniBtances.  If  gentlemen  are  disposed  to 
deny  na  this  information,  let  the  denial  be  pub- 
Uc^  Do  not  let  them  refer  this  motion  to  a 
secret  committee,  where  they  may  deny  ns  the 
informktion  we  ask  on  reasons  which  we  cannot 
divulge.  Mr.  G.  ooncJaded  by  calling  for  the 
JBBB  aadnays. 

Ur.  3.  Smith  asked  If  this  were  not  the  pre- 
(dse  motion  decided  yesterday  by  the  House ! 
He  Uionght  it  hod  been  referred  to  a  Gommittee 
of  the  Whole.  He  had  considered  it  as  having 
taken  that  ooarae.  When  we  go  into  com- 
mittee the  gentlemen  will  see  whether  we  shall 
refuse  them  the  informatiaa  Perhaps  we  shall 
see  that  it  is  of  saoh  a  nature  as  we  onght  to 
possesB.  He  did  not  himself  know  how  that 
WBB ;  nor  did  he  mean  to  commit  himsdf  by 
any  remarks  which  he  had  made.  He  trusted 
gentlemen  wonld  remember  their  vote  yester- 
day, and  not  snffer  themselves  to  be  pnt  ont  of 
their  course  by  this  extraordinary  mode  of  con- 
darting  bonness,  • 

Mr.  Lowndes  demanded  wheUier,  evrai  if  the 
■notion  were  the  soma,  there  was  any  impro- 
priety in  putting  it  again  to-day  ;  and  whether 
It  were  not  perfecUy  consistent  with  the  roles 
of  order  to  go  into  a  committee,  and  take  np 
the  reeolation  t    If  there  ever  was  a  resolntion 


oKred  to  that  Honse  which  ought  to  obt^n  a 
unanimous  vote,  it  was  that  of  bis  honorable 
friend  from  Connecticut ;  which  proposes  sim- 
ply the  calling  for  snch  information  as  the  Pre- 
sident might  see  fit  to  give  on  a  most  important 
subject  ^at  had  eieited  the  senability  of  the 
whole  nation.  The  President  himself,  in  hta 
Message,  alludes  to  the  scltJect  as  one  which 
may  require  Legislative  interposition,  and  gen- 
tlemen perrist  m  refusing  ns  this  information. 
It  was  a  most  extraordinary  oircnmslance  in  the 
annals  of  the  United  States,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  magnitude  of  the  cession  ofLouiaisna, 
the  length  of  time  since  it  was  mode,  and  the 


official  iuformstion  on  the  subject.  The 
President  in  his  Message  really  tells  us  nothing. 
He  says  "  the  ceseion  of  the  Spanish  province 
of  Louisiana  to  France,  which  took  place  in  th« 
course  of  the  late  war," — this  we  had  been  told 
long  before  by  the  ptiblio  prints,  and  in  a  dis- 
cussion before  the  British  Parliament — but  be 
goes  on  and  says — "  will,  if  carried  into  eflbct, 
make  a  ohanee  in  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations, which  will  doubtleas  have  just  weigEit 
in  any  deliberations  of  the  Legislature  connect- 
ed with  that  subject."  To  this  the  understand- 
ing of  every  schoolboy  is  competent.  It  was 
really  sorprising  that  genUemen  should  wish  to 
r^ect  encn  a  call  as  this.  It  was  not  probable 
that  the  President  had  been  so  unmindful  of  his 
duty  as  not  to  have  demanded  on  explanation 
through  our  Ministers  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  or  . 
at  Paris.  If  he  has  this  information,  and  it  is  of  a 
nature  proper  to  be  known  to  na,  wo  ought  im- 
mediately to  obtain  it,  that  we  may  not  be  slum- 
bering at  otir  posta  on  an  infraction  of  onr  righla. 
Mr.  L.  suspected  gentlemen  hadnotcorrectly 
attended  to  the  resolution.  It  only  requests  the 
President  to  lay  such  information  before  the 
House  as  he  may  think  proper.  Are  gentiemen 
then  afraid  to  trust  to  the  discretion  of  the  Pre- 
sident )  Are  they  apprehensive  lest  he  should 
communicate  that  which  is  improper  t  He 
hoped  they  had  more  confidence  in  the  EieOQ- 
tive.  He  thought  this  call  should  precede  any 
resolutions.  He  could  not  disconnect  the  shut- 
ting of  the  port  of  Now  Orleans  from  the  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana.  There  appeared  to  be  a  na- 
tural connection  tjetween  these  two  events. 
He  was  afrdd  that  the  shutting  the  port  waa 
ominous  of  the  disposition  of  Spain  to  cede  tbe 
province  to  France,  independentiy  of  any  en- 
cumbrances she  may  have  imposed  upon  bar- 
self.  He  was  afrud  France  in  this  transaction 
would  consult  her  interests  and  convenience, 
and  not  onr  rights.  We  wellknew  the  groonda 
on  which  that  nation  interpreted  treaties,  and 
we  had  no  reason  from  that  knowledge  to  re- 
press onr  feara.  An  observation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  given  him  great  uneam- 
ness.  That  gentleman  had  told  as,  if  Spain  had 
ceded  Louisiana  to  France  she  had  a  right  t« 
cede  it.  This  Mr.  L.  was  not  prepared  to  say. 
He  did  not  think  Spun  had  a  right  to  give  to 
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America  what  she  pleased  ;  much  less  k}?' 
a  new  oeighbor,  under  ciretuDttanoes  different 
from  thote  b;  whioh  she  held  the  province.  He 
van  not,  however,  then  diapomd  to  disoiua  the 
abstract  qneetion  involved  ia  this  BnbjecL  He 
trusted  the  reaolatioa  oolling  for  itJbnnation 
wonld  be  agreed  to.  The  Hoose  need  not  fear 
Qiat,  in  osklDg  this  ioformation,  thej  would 
not  qteak  the  Bense  of  the  people ;  and,  if  other 
meosaras  were  Decesaar;,  they  would  also,  ' 
adopting  them,  "peek  the  senea  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  ItAOOH'  aud  it  waa  not  nnoommon  to  hear 
of  eztraordinaij  oocnrrenoee  in  that  Honse. 
One  mode  of  reasoning  yeeterdaj'  had  great 
Wright,  that  aaserted  a  oonneotion  between  the 
resdnUon  and  the  antijeot  of  New  Orleans, 
which  had  been  taken  up  and  referred  to  a  i 
mittee  with  oloeed  doora.  One  inb}ect  ape 
ed  to  him  to  be  not  onlj  nearly  cOttDeot«d, 
to  form  an  esaentiBl  part  of  the  other.  For 
what  parrxMB  this  resolution  shoold  be  separat- 
ed from  toe  general  salject  he  oonld  not  oon~ 
oeive.  Why  do  we  want  information,  bnt  that 
we  maj  have  a  more  clear  view  of  the  general 
snbject )  He  oonld  not  see  any  detached  poi^ 
poee  for  which  it  was  required.  Why  then  di- 
vide it  into  little  detached  parts }  Until  he 
ooiild  hear  TeaaoDs  for  such  a  division,  he  should 
be  against  the  referenoe. 

Mr.  HutPHiLL  observed  that  the  gentleman 
was  mistaken  in  what  passed  vesterday.  The 
gentleman  from  Marjland  had  first  stated  the 
subjects  as  similar  ;  that  ground  waa  afterwuds 
abandoned,  and  they  were  considered  asdia- 
tincL  There  were  only  two  points  connected 
with  the  snljeot  before  the  House  in  which 
doonments  oould  be  reqcdred  or  seoreoy  neoes- 
•ary.  The  one  related  to  the  ceesion  of  Loni- 
riana ;  the  other  to  the  ahutting  the  port  of 
New  Orleans,  The  former,  tboo^  not  referred 
to  a  oommittee,  was  as  important  as  {he  latter, 
which  had  been  referred.    In  the  last  case  we 


the  first  point ;  it  had  been  deemed  of  enffldent 
importanoe  to  refer  it  to  a  committee,  and  this 
afibrded  good  reasons  for  calliiiK  for  papers  re- 
specting the  oession.  He  begged  leave  to  refer 
to  the  Message,  which  says  the  oession  "  wiU, 
if  carried  into  effect,  make  a  change  in  the  as- 
pect of  our  foreign  relations,  which  will  doubt: 
lees  have  Jnst  weight  in  any  deliberations  of  the 
Legislature  connected  with  that  snbject"  The 
Honse  will  perceive  that  the  langnage  of  the 
Message  is  hypothetical — the  words  are,  "  if 
oarried  into  effect."  How  then  con  we  deli- 
berate on  this  subject,  nnless  we  know  the 
degree  of  probability  there  is,  that  it  will  be 
oarried  into  eSect  I  A  knowledge  of  the  oir- 
cnmstances  necessary  to  ascertain  this,  appeared 
to  be  absolutely  indispensable. 
H  likely  to  be  carried  into  effect,  the  next 

Siestloa  is,  as  to  &e  time  when  it  will  be  cai^ 
ed  Into  effect  Vhen  these  two  Inquiries 
were  solved,  another  naturally  offered  Itself: 
la  Franoe  to  take  the  provinoe  snl^eot  to  ex- 


isting treatiea,  or  as  ahe  ahall  tec«dve  it  at  ihe 
time  of  delivery  t  All  these  drcnmsUnees  it 
was  necessary  for  Oongress  to  know,  be&n 
they  oould  act  correctly. 

What  necessity  there  was  for  seorecy  in  tba 
discnsalon  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  HBMFmu  eoold 
not  conoeiveL  All  the  information  we  ban 
on  the  antyect  is  contained  in  the  PrMndent'i 
Message,  which  every  pereiH)  in  the  United 
States  taiowa  as  well  as  we  da  It  appouvd  to 
him  that  when  their  deliberations  tamed  oa 
&cts  which  every  body  knew,  they  on^t  to  be 
pnblic.  Hie  ideas  of  secreov  were  thcM ;  thit 
policy  mi^t  require  certain  bets  to  be  k^ 
secret  for  a  time ;  bnt,  when  made  knows,  lh«ir 
arguments  on  them  onght  twt  to  be  secret 
In  this  opinion  he  was  sUengthened  by  the 
rule  of  the  House.  [Mr.  H.  here  read  the  rols 
on  that  point,  which  preeoribea  that  tbe  gal- 
leries shall  be  cleared  whenever  a  crafideoliil 
oommnnication  shall  be  received  fiwn  the  Pre- 
sident, or  whenever  the  Bpeoker  or  soy  otlm 
member  shall  inform  the  House  that  he  hM 
oommnnioatlons  to  make  which  he  cccceiTes 
on^t  to  be  kept  secret]  Mr.  H  saked  oil 
whioh  branch  of  this  role  could  the  arniMDls 
ofgentiemen  bo  predioatedt  The  PreeiaeDt btd 
-  '  sent  them  a  confidential  conmnmiatioii, 
had  any  member  a^  he  bad  conuniuiica- 
B  to  make  which  he  conodved  on^  to  be 
secret.  The  informaticn  referred  to  in  tbe 
meant  &cts,  and  not  argnmeiits  dnnn 
from  facta.  He  oonolnded  by  saying  be  m  no 
ocoanoa  whatever  fto'  disciusing  this  [o^ioh- 
tion  with  olosed  doors. 
Mr.  Dawboit. — The  gentleman  frran  Soutb 


Carolina  (Mr.  Lowanaa)  aaja  there  is  ( 
oonneotion  between  the  shntt 
Kew   Orleana  and  the   i 


Aflw,  then,  that  part  of  tbe  dlaooMMi  whid 
related  to  New  Orleana  had  been  <aitni  to  be 
conducted  with  shnt  doora,  how  ^(vet  was  it 
in  him  to  introdnoe  into  debate  a  nttjeM  inti- 
mately oonneotod  with  itl  Hii  i^jwiitioolo 
the  present  motion  did  not  arise  ma  an  ia^*- 
portion  flilly  to  discnse  the  snUeot  to  whidi  it 
referred  ;  bnt  from  an  indispostaon  to  delay  the 
discusdon  of  the  motjoa  offered  W  hbadkagae. 
Ag^nst  the  preeent  motion  he  ahoold  vote,  be- 
cause It  promised  nothing  nsefhl,  and  might  be 
mtsahtevous.  We  have  been  told  that  lliii 
Aibject  is  important  and  presnng.  That  it  «ai 
important  he  felt ;  but  be  did  not  bdiefeit 
was  pree^ng.  He  conid  say,  if  the  time  sbMiM 
arrive  when  It  became  that  Honse  to  id, 
was  not  the  time.  When  the  tinw  did  ar- 
rive, he  waa  prepared  to  act.  Gtotknien  wm* 
very  anxiona  on  this  sntgect  He  r^eedte 
witoees  their  anxiety.  But  be  and  his  6mb<|i 
were  not  now  to  hear  who  were  the  fri<aid>  w 
the  Western  country.  The  pec^  of  thit  cona- 
try  doubted  not  the  protection  of  the  Qona- 
ment  They  were  warmly  attached  to  tbe  Gor- 
emment,  and  knew  that  every  thing  wmld  be 
done,  that  on«ht  to  be  done^  to  [rateet  aad  de* 
fend  tb^  rif^ta. 
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Mr.  Bixxnr  said,  if  be  tmderrtood  the  gentle- 
man from  FemiiylrBnia,  p£r.  HncPHnx,)  he 
perfectly  agreed  with  him  in  opinion,  that  this 
resolntion  woB  connected  with  the  Eobject  of 
New  Orleuis.  He  agreed  with  him  as  to  their 
inseparable  connection.  Bnt  tbe  onl;  difference 
was  that  the?  inferred  opposite  conseqaencee 
from  tbe  same  premisee.  He,  Mr.  B.,  contend- 
ed that  tbe  ree^ntion  made  a  part  of  tbe  same 
general  subject,  and  ought  not  to  be  dinded 
from  it.    The;  say  it  onght  to  be  divided. 

iti.  HiHPHiLL,,  repUed  that  he  bad  spokea  as 
plaialf  as  he  oonld.  He  had  sud  tbe  saljjeots 
were  distinct. 

Hr.  GoDDABD. — ^The  gentleman  from  Haaaa- 
diQsetts  feeterda;  told  ns  the  call  for  informa- 
tion on^t  to  be  poblio,  thongh  the  information 
itself  ahonld  be  secret  This  reasoi^g  had  been 
Mtbfactory  to  him  then;  be  had  hoped  it 
would  have  also  proved  so  to-daf.  But  it  ap- 
pears that  he  is  now  for  sending  ns  to  a  secret 
committee.  Ifr.  O.  said  in  bis  opinion,  the  call 
ought  to  be  pnblic,  whatever  tbe  natore  of  tbe 
information  might  be.  Tbis  information  gen- 
tlemen will  either  cleny  or  Brant.  They  say  it 
is  not  to  l>e  denied.  Why  tnen  go  into  a  com- 
mittee! And  if  granted,  why  not  grant  it 
withoQt  afifflgning  reasons,  aa  well  as  with 
■arigning  them?    Are  we  to  t>e  told  by  the 

rtleman  from  Yir^nia,  there  is  no  occasion 
tbis  call ;  that  we  have  information  enough  t 
How  does  that  honorable  gentleman  get  his  in- 
fbnoBtJont  If  from  the  cabinet,  are  we,  the 
lepresentatlvea  of  tbe  people,  to  obtain  it  from 
him  1  Surely  this  will  be  d^frading  to  our  char- 
acters. We  may  beUeve  it  is  true  as  coming 
from  him,  but,  as  representa tires,  we  ahonld 
■pnm  at  receiving  it  in  sncb  a  channel.  We 
want  official  information,  but  gentlemen  uy 
they  want  to  go  into  secret  committee  on  tbis 
resolntion.  What  will  be  tbe  good  of  tbis) 
Thon^  he  ooold  not  say  what  was  done  in 
secret  yesterday,  he  might  say  what  had  not 
been  done.  They  bad  done  nothing;  and  if 
they  went  into  aecret  session  agtio,  ue  conse- 
qnenoe  would  be  the  same. 

iti.  Rakdolfh  felt  extremely  reluctant  to 
rise  in  this  stage  of  tbe  discussion,  bnt  he 
deemed  it  time  to  repel  insinuations  so  fre- 
quently tlirown  out  as  perhaps  to  g^n  some 
credit,  if  tbCT  were  permitted  to  pass  entirely 
unnoticed,  weareaverae  to  take  np  the  motion 
of  (he  gentieman  from  Oonnectiont,  and  where- 
fore f  Because,  aa  onr  opponents  would  fain  have 
it  believed,  we  are  insensible  to  tbe  vest  Interest 
affected  by  the  obstmctionof  tbe  Misniaeippi! 
'So,  sir,  becanse  we  are  alive  to  this  delicate 
and  momentoiu  eul^ect;  beoanae  we  wish 
act  npon  it;  becanse  we  wiah  to  go  into  co 
mittee  on  the  oonfidential  Message  of  the  Exec- 
utive ;  becanse  tbe  information  required  by  the 
motion  before  you  is  not  necesory  to  deter- 
mine ua  in  the  conrae  which  we  ought,  and,  I 
trust,  will  punme ;  and  becanse  these  prelimi- 
nary queetiona.  whatever  be  their  o^ect,  are,  in 
d&ct,  only  oalcn]at«d  to  retard  and  to  embor- 
Vob  Oi-U 


the  decirion  of  thia  Hoose  on  tbis  great 
question.  Bir,  1  am  cont«nt  that  gentiemen 
shonld  repeat  after  each  other  the  trite  obser- 
vations whii^  hare  been  so  often  reiterated  of 
tbe  magnitude  of  the  object  in  qoestion.  I  am 
content  that  they  ahonld  make  the  best  posd- 
ble  display  of  tiieir  ardor  on  thia  occasion. 
But'wher^ore  tbis  exhibition  of  a  zeal  so  inor- 
dinate as  to  arrogate  to  itself  all  Benaibility  to 
tbe  national  w^irel  Since  gentiemen  in^st 
opon  it,  since  they  provoke  the  discnanon,  I 
lat  request  to  be  indulged  in  some  remarks 
tbe  history  of  this  sabject.  And  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  God- 
DABD,)  I  must  tie  permitted  to  observe. that 
BQcb  of  my  information  as  may  have  tieen  de- 
rived from  the  Ilieoative  ia  equally  accessible 
to  every  meml>er  of  this  House,  and  I  believe 
to  every  repotable  citizen  in  Uie  Union,  who 
cbooeea  to  apply  for  it.  That,  however,  which 
I  am  about  to  present,  ia  derived  from  a  souroe 
Bccesdble  to  the  whole  world.  It  is  to  be 
a  document  of  inestimable  ralne,  (tbe 
debates  of  the  Yirgiua  Convention  in  17S8,) 
and  might  tmly  be  said  to  be  offieiaL  It  la  an 
acconnt  given  in  hi*  official  character  of  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  and  nnder  tbe  old  confedera- 
tion, by  that  able  and  eminent  man,  that  faith- 
M  and  illnstrions  pnblio  servant,  the  late  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  to  the  Convention  of  that 
State,  at  their  requisition.  At  bis  own  sugges- 
tion the  Legislature  of  tbe  State  had  declined  to 
insist  upon  it.  To  the  Convention  it  waa  given, 
(however  relnotantly,)  as  to  a  paramount  au- 
thority. [Here  ifr,  R.  read  Mr,  Monroe's 
speech.]* 

"After  some  deaihaiy  ctanemdon,  Hr.  HoHBoa 
ipi^  ai  followii  Hr.  Chainnan  My  etsdoat  i«- 
tpec^ng  tbe  traniaolaoiu  at  Ccngriw  apaa  this  intep- 
««tiiia  nlyeet,  tinae  mj  nten  to  the  State,  hai  bean 
w^  known  to  many  iKoiby  gaullemeii  here.  I  have 
been  often  called  opok  b^bn  this,  in  a  poUie  linsi 
and  particularly  In  the  last  Auemblf,  vbilit  I  was 
present,  for  inTonnatiai  in  regard  to  tbeM  tnuuao- 
ticnia ;  but  have  heretofore  declined  it,  and  tix  rea- 
sons that  were  bold  latigfactoiy.  Being  amenable, 
upon  the  priociplei  of  tbe  Fedi 
L«giilatnr«,  foe  my  condnet  it 
'  adoobtod,  if  reaoiied,  it  was! 

iiectioui ;  but  that  bonorable 

)  diipenM  with  mch  demand.    The  right  in  tUs 


•  Tbla  ip«ch,  dellTend  In  the  Ybflnl*  ConienttiiB  wlilch 
ntia«d  th«  Fedenl  oonsUtntlaii,  la  the  oalj  M\  ind  porfHt 
•ewont  of  tta*  tnnacllon  to  whleli  It  refen  Uiit  hu  enr 
bun  pnbllihed.  It  nfen  to  th*  d«lgn  In  tha  Congnu  of 
ths  wnfedentloa  to  ^ts  np  tbe  uTigitlon  of  Iba  Mlaali- 
Blppltbrsa  or  80  Twn  In  return  ftir  •odiB  HDuncrclsl  privl- 
legsa  from  BpiilTi— *  deilcn  wUcb  Ur.  UenRM  waa  mainly 
Inalmmental  In  dofeating,  and  for  whleb  bo  daeerred  atUl 
hlgber  rewarda  tban  bonor  ud  grstltode.  Bla  ralnetuica 
to  glre  (ho  blatory  of  Wt  tnoMCtlon  argao  from  It*  aeont 
nature,  Ibe  CoogreM  of  tbe  MnfedemUop  altUng  upon  It 
witb  do«d  doon,  and  tbe  meabara  bcijig  under  IbJudcHou 
not  lo  dlacloaa  wbat  waa  dene.  It>  etaenllaUtr  to  ■  know- 
ledge of  tbepollUnlblMorjof  tbotlmeimiut  boeppueat 
to  all  wbo  rOHl  It 
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bj  going  into  committM  for  that  poipote.  Before, 
howerer,  I  •nter  Inco  this  sabject,  I  cumot  but 
obHrre,  it  b&ft  gLTOQ  me  pein  to  hear  it  treated  by 
hononble  gentlemfln  ia  R  nuumer  that  hai  uppeurd 
not  aitogether  (roe  ftota  exception.  For  tbey  bare 
DM  gone  into  it  folly,  and  given  a  proper  view  of  the 
tranHCtion  Id  erery  part,  but  of  tfaoae  only  which 
preoeded,  and  mn  mbseqiMDt  to  that,  vbjch  had 
Imd  ths  particalar  olgeet  of  ioqnirj ;  a  oondact  that 
kai  aiimiLd  too  much  caknlaled  to  mal;e  an  impna- 
don  &*onbl«  to  th«ii  widna  In  the  prawnt  in«tan«. 
Bat,  in  ""fcing  tLU  obanration,  I  owe  it  to  thoae 
genuewan  ta  deolaia,  that  it  ia  my  opinion  mch 
omiiBaa  haa  pteeoeded,  not  from  intention,  bnt 
tb^  baring  forgotten  facta,  or  to  aome  canse  iKit 
obviooi  to  me,  uid  wfaiah  I  m*ke  bo  doubt  they 
will  readay  explain. 

■'  The  policy  of  thii  State,  reepecting  thij  rirer, 
hae  atffsyl  been  the  aama.  It  haa  contemplated  bnt 
one  object,  the  opening  it  fbr  the  nae  ot  the  iiibnb- 
Itants,  whun  latereK  depended  on  it ;  and  in  thia  aha 
baa,  in  my  opinion,  ihown  her  wladom  and  magnanlm- 
Ifv  T  iniiy,  I  belitm,  with  ptoprien'  uy,  that  all 
a  that  hare  at  any  time  Men  takoi  t^ 


Mof  thia  State. 
BT,  when  eren  tlua  Stale,  in 
dosed  the  atneet,  by  aatbnL ' 
Court  of  Spain.  Bot  let  ni 
^to  view,  as  tfaay  were  at  that  time,  and  I  am  par- 
■naded  it  will  by  no  meana  ahow  a  departure  from 
thia  liberal  and  eolifthtened  ayatem  of  policy,  al- 
ttunigb  it  may  manifeit  on  accommodation  to  the 
eiigenciea  which  preued  on  oa  at  the  time.  The 
Soathero  Statea  wen  oreinm,  and  in  poneirion  of 
the  enemy.  The  gorermnenta  of  Sonth  Carolina 
•nd  Oaorria  were  proRiata,  and  oppodtion  therv  at 
an  end.  Nordi  Carolina  made  hot  a  feeble  re^at- 
aoea ;  and  Virginia  hereelf  wu  greatly  haraBad  by 
Ae  enemy  In  brae  at  that  lima  in  the  bsart  of  the 
eonntry,  and  by  impreicmenta  for  ber  own  and  the 
dafoice  <£  the  SonUiern  Scatea.  !□  addition  to  thia, 
the  finaaoea  of  the  United  StaCea  weie  la  a  deplora- 
ble oonditlon,  if  not  toCaLy  eihanited ;  and  France, 
oar  ally,  aeemed  aozlooa  lor  peace ;  and  «i  tha 
meana  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  mon  ha;^  and 
apeedy  conclnsan,  the  object  oT  thia  cealoD  waa  the 
hopei  of  nniAig  S/paia  la  it  with  all  her  foreea.  If  I 
recollect  aright,  too,  at  thia  moment,  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  infbrmed 
Coognas  of  the  difflcnlty  he  fbnnd  in  preralling  npoD 
that  Court  to  acknowledge  onr  independence,  or  lake 
any  moatue  in  onr  favor,  aoggeated  the  jealoosy  with 
wMoh  It  riewed  onr  settlementa  in  tlie  Wealem  cono- 
try,  and  the  probabili^  of  better  incoeaa,  provided 
we  would  cede  the  navigation  of  thia  river,  aa  tfao 
conaideration.  Tbe  latter  clrcumatancea  wen  made 
known  to  tbe  L^alatnre,  and  tiny  bad  their  wught. 
All  inferior  dUecta  moat  yield  to  tbe  aafety  of  the  ao- 
de^  ilael£  A  reaolntion  paaied  to  that  effecL  An 
act  d"  Congreia  likewuie  piused  ;  and  the  Minister  of 
die  United  Scales  bad  fnll  authority  to  relinqoiah 
this  valuable  right  to  that  Court,  upou  the  condilioo 
above  atated.  But  what  wat  the  isane  of  this  propo- 
aiSonT  Waa  any  treaty  mode  with  Sp^n  that  ob- 
tained any  acknowledgment  of  our  indepeodence^ 
although  at  war  irritb  Oreat  Britain ;  and  anoh 
aoknnwledgment  would  have  oo«t  bar  nothing  t  Wa* 


a  loan  of  money  aeoomplid>ed  T  In  abort,  doea  it 
appear  that  evea  Spain  beraelf  Aoo^t  it  an  oljeet 
of  any  imporrtanee  I  So  K»n  ai  the  war  ended,  lina 
reaolntion  waa  mdnded.  The  power  to  inaike  soch 
a  ti«a^  waa  revoked.  So  that  tbia  eyalem  of  pvilief 
waa  departed  from,  only  for  a  alkott  time,  fcr  dia 
most  impntant  objeet  that  can  be  oancelred,  and 
naumed  aeain  aa  soon  aa  it  posobly  mold  be. 

"Alter  uie  peace,  it  became  the  bnaineaa  of  C«>- 
giraa  to  investigate  the  relation  of  these  Scatea  to  tbo 
££brent  powers  of  the  earth,  in  a  more  eiteuBT* 
view  ttntn  tbey  had  hitherto  done,  and  particularly  in 
the  commercial  line ;   and  to  make  arranBeitKDti  for 


might  be  mntoally  benafidal  for  eaeb  parly.  Aa  tba 
rwolt  of  the  delilMiatiaaa  of  tbat  di^,  It  waa  reaolvcd, 
'That  commercial  treaties  be  farmed,  if  poeaibb, 
with  «ald  powMs,  tiwM  of  Europe  in  puticalar, 
Spain  inolodad,  apm  atniQar  priodples ;  and  dne« 
Contmianonera,  Hr.  Adams^  Kr.  Franklin,  and  Hr. 
JeS^rson,  be  appointed  for  that  pnrpoaa.'  So  fitat 
an  arrangement  ibr  a  tnatf  of  commeioe  wiA  Spun 
bad  already  been  taken.  Wbilit  these  powera  vera 
in  Ibioe,  a  repreaenlatlTe  &om  Spain  arrived,  anthctw 
iaed  to  treat  with  the  United  StalM  od  the  interfer- 
ing olalma  ot  tbe  two  natiani,  nuqwcting  the  Huaa- 
aippi,  and  tbe  booodariea,  and  other  coocems,  wba». 
in  Atj  were  respectivelv  interested.  A  aimihtf 
oomnuBDOn  waa  given  to  the  honorable  Seovtary  of 
Foreign  AflUra,  on  tbe  part  of  die  United  St^te^ 
with  these  ultimata,  *  That  be  enter  into  no  trea^, 
compact,  or  convention  v^atever,  whfa  tha  aatd  rep- 
reaentatire  of  Spain,  which  did  not  stipulate  omr  liottt 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Hiaiiaaippi,  and  the  boond*- 
liaa  aa  astabliahed  in  our  trea^  with  Grvat  Britain.' 
And  thos  the  lata  oegotialion  oomoMaoad,  onda 
an^toe^  aa  I  BD[vo*ed,  veiy  favorable  to  tbe  wiibet 
of  tbe  Uniled  States;  for  Spain  had  become  saiuilla 
of  the  projMleQr  of  caltivating  tbe  friendihip  of  tbew 
States.  Knowing  onr  claim  to  the  navigation  of  tha 
river,  die  bad  sent  a  Mimstor  hither  pnne^iany  t» 
treat  on  that  point ;  and  (be  time  would  not  be  r«- 
mote  when,  under  the  increaaing  p(^alaHon  of  tha 
country,  the  inhabitants  would  be  able  to  open  it 
without  otur  aaaiitance  or  bar  consent.  These  cir^ 
cnmaCanoea  being  coaaidered,  waa  it  not  presamaUa 
■he  Intended  to  make  a  merit  of  ber  rnawisalriw  to 
oar  wishes,  and  to  agite  to  an  aoocmmodadon  npoa 
that  snlyect,  that  would  not  only  b*  satiAetciy,  bM 
highly  pleaaiug  to  the  United  Statea?  Bat  wliat 
was  the  isiue  of  this  namtistion  t  How  waa  it  tar- 
minatedF  Has  it  fbrwarted  the  paitiealar  object  b 
view,  or  otherwiia  [aomoted  the  intemla  and  Uaa 
harmony  of  tbe  States,  or  any  of  tbem  I  Eight  or 
len  montha  elapaed  without  any  comnnoicaliau  <d 
Iti  progi«as  to  CoDgresL  At  length  a  Irtter  wa* 
reoeived  fhim  the  Secretary,  statins  that  difficulties 
had  arisen  In  bis  negotiatioD  with  We  rcpreMDtaciT« 
of  Spun,  which,  in  hia  opinion,  shonld  be  so  nun- 
aged  aa  that  even  tbear  exisUnoe  dmnU  remain  a 
secret  for  tbe  present;  and  proposing  that  a  oenualt- 
tee  be  apptdnled  with  fbU  power  to  iimH  ad  in- 
atruot  hhn  in  eveiyawe  relativ*  In  dia  prapseei 
Uy.  As  (he  oijy  nltfanata  appaanted  ia  bte  i>- 
ictiona  reqMcted  tha  Hi«baipp!  and  A*  boandn- 
I,  it  readily  oocamd  diat  tbosi  OBfadnoad  tba 
•  tboss  bawUmd  to 
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dktion  of  the  treaty ;  for  if  it  It  (brmed  agTeeBbls 
thereto,  good  Euth  rwiolrei  that  it  be  ratified.  The 
pimctice  ot  CongrsM  Jomm  alio  been  aliraj)^  I  belirre^ 
iDconibmu^  to  ibU  idea.  The  Imtmctioiii  onder 
which  our  commstinBl  troitiei  haTS  been  nude, 
were  carried  bj  nine  States  Thon  midai'  whioh 
the  Secntai7  aow  acted  were  puMd  bj  niiw  Statei. 
The  pTopoiitioD,  then,  wonld  be,  that  the  povert 
which,  nuder  the  coniti  Cation,  nine  Stalei  0DI7  weie 
Oomp^nt  to,  ihoald  be  trBjitfeired  Co  a  committee, 
and  the  object  tbereb;  to  disengage  himwlTfrom  the 
ultimata  tiie±dy  meationed  in  hu  eiittiag  instmc- 
tioni.  In  thia  light  tha  nUect  waa  taken  np,  and 
OQ  thfM  prini^ee  diacoiaed.  The  Secretaty,  Mr. 
Jay,  bamg  called  beTote  Caaptat  to  explain  the 
diffleattiei  mentioiied  In  hii  letter,  preeented  to  tJieir 
new  the  projaot  of  a  treaty  of  oonuaeroe,  containing, 
as  he  rappoaed,  adTautagsoiu  atipnlatiiMii  in  ont 
rami,  ID  uiat  line ;  la  oanddentuni  for  which  we 
were  to  contract  to  forbear  the  sk  of  ibe  aaTigation 
of  the  iiTer  Uiuiadppi  tbr  the  teim  of  S5  or  80  year^ 
and  eanwatly  adviaed  our  adopting  it.  The  nil()eo( 
DOW  took  a  dwaded  form ;  there  wai  no  tbrther  am- 
Idgoi^  in  it,  and  we  were  tnrpriMd,  tat  teaaoni  that 
hate  been  abeadj  given,  that  he  had  taken  np  the  nib- 
ject  of  commerce  at  aD.  We  were  greatly  iurpii*ed  it 
■honld  form  the  prioclpal  otJeoC  of  Che  project,  and 
that  a  partial  or  temporary  sacrifice  of  that  interert, 
fbr  the  advaiiDemeDt  of  which  the  negoUation  wai 
■et  on  ibot,  ihould  be  the  conaiderallon  propoeed  to 
be  giTen  for  it.  Bnt  the  honorable  Secretaiy  nrged, 
that  it  wa*  neoeuaiy  to  itand  well  with  Spain;  that 
the  commeiTjial  project  waa  a  beoeficiil  one,  aod 
ihould  not  1)6  neglected ;  that  a  itipnlation  to  fbi^ 
bear  the  nie  contained  an  acknowledgmeat,  on  her 
part,  of  the  right  in  the  United  States ;  that  we  ware 
in  no  condition  to  take  the  river,  and  tberelbre  gave 
nothing  for  it ;  with  other  rmsona  which,  perhaps  I 
have  fm'gotten ;  for  Che  aubject  in  detail  bas  nearly 
eacaped  mj  memory.  We  difieied  with  the  honora- 
ble Secretaiy,  almost  in  eveiy  nepect.  We  admitted, 
indeed,  the  propriety  of  atandinK  well  with  Spain, 
but  anppoaed  we  might  accompli^  that  end,  at  least, 
on  eqoal  terms.  We  ccDiidered  the  atipnlation  to 
fixbear  the  naa,  a«  •  q«ci»  of  barter,  that  abonld 
DCTBr  be  coontenanced  io  the  ootmoIU  of  the  Ameri- 
can Stat««,  daoe  it  mt^t  tend  to  the  deatroetion  of 
the  lodety  ibadf;  fiira  forbearance  of  the  oae  of  one 
liTer,  mi^t  lead  to  more  extentiTe  cMueqiienoei ; 
to  that  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  Potomao,  or  any 
other  of  the  riran  that  eiqitied  into  it  In  abort, 
that  the  conneili  of  the  coafederacy  abonld  be  00a- 
dneled  wilb  more  magnanimity  and  candor,  Aonld 
otmteniplate  the  becefit  of  all  parts  upon  common 
[olnciplc^  and  not  the  aacrifice  of  one  pare  for  that 
of  another.  There  appeared  to  na  a  material  differ- 
ence between  amputating  by  treaty  to  forbear  the 
naa,  and  not  being  able  to  open  the  river.  The 
flsmer  wotild  be  considered  by  the  inhabicanti  of 
the  Western  cODntry  aa  an  act  of  hoatility ;  the  lat- 
ter might  be  jnatified  by  onr  Inabili^.  And,  with 
raapeot  to  the  commercial  port  of  the  project,  we 
readlj  thought  It  an  ill-adnaed  one  on  ita  own  mer- 
iUa^aly. 

"  Thai  wai  Oiia  pT<gMt  bron^  b^i«  Coogrtm, 
and  ao  fiu  as  I  reooUect,  in  thia  fona,  and  upon  theae 
priociplea.  It  waathe  sntiject  of  tedinu  and  lengthj 
discniiioa  In  that  honorable  body.  Every  distinct 
meaanre  that  was  taken  I  do  not  now  remember,  nor 
do  I  suppoee  it  of  oonaeqaeaca.  I  have  ihown  the 
oUliafi  of  tlM  txsnuctimi,  which  ia,  if  I  a^cehend 


ilgl'tly,  all  Chat  the  committee  wiah  to  poiaaaa.    The 

commnnicatfona  of  the  Secretary  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Booae,  The  Delegates  of  tha 
aeven  eaatemmost  States  voted  that  the  nlttmatu  In 
Iha  Secretaiy's  hiatrnctioaa  be  repealed ;  which  waa  re- 
ported to  the  Honae,  and  entered  on  the  joamal  by  the 
Secretary  of  Congreas,  that  the  qneetion  waa  carried. 
Upon  thia  entry,  a  Donatltntional  question  arose  to 
thueSbet:  *  Nine  States  being  neceasary,  by  the  Fe^ 
eral  ConatitntioD,  to  give  an  InstmctloD ;  and  aeveo 
having  repealed  a  part  of  an  inatmctioa  ao  given,  for 
the  formation  of  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  power,  ao  •• 
to  alter  its  Import,  and  aathoriie,  nnder  the  remain- 
ing part  Oareof;  ^  (brmatlon  <rf'  a  trea^,  on  prinol- 
pW  altooether  dlKrent  from  what  the  said  initmo- 
tion  originally  ocntemidatad,  can  anch  rem  lining  part 
be  conaidered  ai  In  fbree,  and  oonstitnljanally  c£lig»- 
toryP'  We  pieaaed  on  Congreai  (or  a  decidonon 
thia  point  often,  bat  withont  eiibct  Notwithstanding 
fhii,  I  nnderalaod  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Secretary 
to  tooMod  and  conclude  a  treaty,  in  ocofonni^  to 
his  prwect,  with  the  Miniatar  of  Spain.  In  tUs  sita- 
atioD  I  left  Coogreas.  What  I  have  aiuoe  heard,  be- 
lot^  not  t«  me  to  disKier.  Other  gentlemea  have 
more  ampla  Infennatfon  ot  this  bnifauia,  In  the  conrie 
It  has  taken,  than  I  can  posdbly  ham  been  able  to 
obtain ;  for,  having  done  my  dnty  whilst  there,  I  left 
it  for  others  who  aaceeeded  me  to  perform  theirs,  and 
I  have  made  bat  little  liu-ther  inquiiy  nspecUng  it 
The  animated  pnraait  that  waa  nude  of  thia  object, 
required,  and,  I  believe,  received,  aa  firm  an  oopoai- 
tion.  liie  Southern  States  were  on  their  guard,  and 
warmly  opposed  i^  For  my  part,  I  thought  it  my 
daty  to  nae  every  effbit  in  Congreaa  for  the  interest 
of  the  Southern  Statei.  Bnt  so  far  aa  It  depended  on 
me,irithmyofficialdiaracter,  Itceaaed.  Withnianj 
of  those  gentlemen,  to  whom  I  always  conaidered  It 
aa  my  particular  mirfbrtnos  to  be  opposed,  I  am 
now  in  habits  of  correnioDdeace  and  friendahip  ;  and 
I  am  concerned  for  me  neceaaty  which  haa  given 
tnrth  to  thia  reUtion. 

■>  WbeOicr  the  Delegates  of  thoss  Stales  ^ke  tha 
language  of  their  ccuatitnenti ;  whether  it  may  be 
considered  as  the  permanent  intereat  of  anch  Slate* 
to  depresa  the  growth  and  incresaiag  nqmlatibn  at 
tha  Western  counti^y,  are  points  which  I  cannot  pr»- 
tetid  to  detemlne.  I  mtiat  obaerre,  however,  that  I 
slwajs  soppoaed  it  wonld,  for  a  TSrieQr  of  reason^ 
prove  iqjnrims  Co  every  part  of  the  ConRsderacj. 
Tlieae  are  well  understood,  and  need  not  be  dilated 
on  here.  If,  however,  audi  ihould  be  the  interest  of 
aeven  States,  let  gentlemen  ooolemplate  the  conao- 
qnencea  in  the  iq)enliou  of  the  Government,  as  it 
applies  to  this  subject.  I  have  always  been  of  opin- 
ion, air,  that  the  American  Statea,  to  all  national  ab> 
JBOta,  had,  in  every  reapect,  a  common  interesL  Few 
persona  would  be  willing  to  bind  them  CweCher  by  • 
aCronger  or  more  indissolnble  bond,  or  ^ve  the  Na- 
tional Government  more  power  than  myself  I  onlj 
wiah  to  prevent  it  from  dwig  harm,  either  to  State* 
or  individuals  ;  and  the  rights  and  inteieaCa  of  both, 
variety  of  inaCanees,  in  which  they  a; 
'  '  t,  in  ray  opinion,  be  betti 
in  any  &cls,  honorable  _ 
If  I  omitted  any,  and  ic  has  not 

I  intentional,  so  I  shall  be  hi^ipy  wich  their  as- 

inoe  to  supply  the  defect. 

Mr.  Mcmroe  added  several  other  obsarratiaDS,  Uw 
purport  of  which  was,  that  the  intenat  of  the  Western 
ooontry  would  not  be  aa  aecura  nnder  the  proposed 

•'■■'' under  the  ConWerationj    becanae, 
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under  the  Utter  aystem,  ths  Misaiuipp!  could  not  be 
relinqiiuhed  vithont  ths  conient  of  nine  States, 
whoreat  by  the  fonner,  he  nid,  a  majority  rf  Hven 
8tsl«*  coald  yield  it.  Ui<  own  (njinioii  wu,  that  it 
would  be  given  npby  amigaritf  of  the  Senatonprea- 
ent  in  the  Senate,  with  tlie  Freiident,  which  would 
put  it  in  the  power  at  leu  than  wren  Stetea  to  nir- 
nnder  it.  That  the  Northam  State*  were  IncUiied 
to  yield  it.  That  it  waa  th^  iutereat  to  pceT«nt  an 
angmeatation  of  the  Sontbem  Influence  and  power ; 
and  th  at  ai  mankind  !□  general,  and  Stotea  in  paiti- 
color,  were  govemed  bj  intereat,  the  Norlhem  Statei 
wonld  not  fail  of  availing  themaelrei  of  the  opportn- 
fdty  given  them  bj  the  conatitQtion  of  relinqniahing 
that  river,  in  order  to  deprew  the  Weateni  conntry, 
Ukd  prerent  the  Soatfaem  Inteieit  &om  ptvptmderat- 

iog. 

"  Mr.  Heubt*  then  KM  *nd  requested  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  MonroeJ  wonld  diaoorer 
file  reit  of  the  prqject,  and  what  Spain  waa  to  do  on 
her  part,  aa  on  equivalent  for  the  oeoalon  of  tike  Uii- 

*'Hr.  MoitBoi. — Mr.  Ghainnan,Idonotthiat)Dghl7 
leooUect  eveij  eircnmitonce  relative  to  this  prcjoct. 
Bnt  titere  waa  to  be  a  oommercial  Interoonroe  be- 
tweep  the  United  States  and  Spun.  W/e  were  to  be 
allowed  to  carry  onr  produce  Co  the  porta  <£  Spain, 
and  Che  SpanlaHa  to  bsve  an  equal  ngbC  of  trading 
' '''  It  waa  itipnlated  that  tbera  abonld  be  a  n- 
7  of  commercial  intercourea  and  beoefita  be- 
9  mbjects  of  Sp^  and  the  ddteu  of  the 
United  Statea.  The  mann&ctnret  (rf'^win  ware  to 
b«  tmiij  Imported  and  vended  in  thia  conntiy,  and 
onr  mannfoohirea  to  be  carried  to  Spain,  te.,  withont 
obrtracCion,  and  both  partie*  were  to  liaTe  mntoal 
pririli^e*  ia  point  of  oommercial  inlarooime  and  oon- 
nection.  Thia,  ar,  ia  the  amoont  of  the  project  of 
Spain,  which  was  looked  upon  oa  advantogeona  to 
va.  I  thonslit  myielf  that  it  was  not.  I  considered 
Spain  as  bung  without  mauufactores,  as  the  moat 
alow  in  the  progress  of  orta,  and  the  moat  unwise, 
with  reapect  to  commerce,  ci  all  nations  under  the 
ann,  (in  which  raspect  I  thought  Great  Britain  the 
wisest)  Their  gentlemen  and  nobles  look  on  com- 
merce with  contempt  No  man  of  character  among 
them   willnndertaka  it     Ther  make  little  discrimi- 
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tbam,  and  thia  would  be  the  case  with  reipeot 
ITotbing  is  given  to  ni  by  this  project,  but  what  is 
given  to  aU  other  nations.  It  is  bad  poUcj,  and 
Digustifiable  on  such  terms  to  yield  Chat  valoable 
right  Their  merchants  have  great  ttocks  in  trade. 
It  la  not  so  with  our  merohanta.  Onr  people  require 
encouragement  Mariiiere  most  be  encouraged.  On 
I,  retiaw  of  theH  drcnmstaitce^  I  thought  the  pro- 
ject unwise  and  impohtic" 

Baving  completed  the  readiog,  Mr.  B.  re- 
siuned  hk  remarks.  I  have,  aud  be,  to  aak 
pardoQ  of  the  House  for  detuolng  tbem  with 
the  reading  of  eo  lengthy  a  doooment  That  it 
oontaini  perhaps  the  only  oorreot  historical  de- 
tail extant  of  this  truly  ctuioos  transaction, 
must  oonstdtnte  mj  apology. 

I  will  now  ask,  Ur.  Speaker,  who  ever  have 
been,  and  still  are,  the  imahaken  Mends  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Uississippi,  and  of  the  Western 


interests  of  thia  Union )  It  is  not  my  wish,  dr, 
on  this  occasion,  to  cast  gentlemen  oppoeed  to 
into  the  shade — to  throw  them  into  taie  back- 
innd.  All  we  ask  is  an  eqnal  share  of  oonfi- 
Dce  in  our  zeal  to  asiert  this  great  right, 
nntil  we  shall  have  proved  onnelres  nnworth  j 
of  it.  What  ia  there  then  exhibited  from  th« 
earlieat  period  of  onr  history  t  What  &ct  has 
transpired  which  renders  ns  undeserving  t^  that 
confidence,  or  which  entitles  gentlemen  on  the 
other  ade  of  tht  ?Ion9e  eicltiaivelr  to  it  t  Shall 
we  then  mlentlj  lahmit  to  the  intolerant  as- 
snmption  on  thdr  part  of  all  f^Ii:ig  for  tlua 
important  right,  involving  the  vital  intereats  of 
OUT  coimtiTt  Shall  we  rit  down  contented 
nnder  the  unpntation  of  InkewartnneM  ia  this 
canse  f  or,  shall  we  tell  thoee  gentlemen  that 
nnder  eveij  drcnmstanoe,  and  ia  aU  sitoalion^ 
with  dosed  doors,  aa  well  aa  with  open  dooi^ 
we  have  been,  are,  and  ever  wiD  be,  the  mal- 
terable  snpportera  of  the  A-ee  navigation  of  the 
Hissisaippi  t 

The  sentiments  which  b^ve  been  diq>lajedi]i 
the  coarse  of  tliis  proceeding,  present  a  pheno- 
menon  in  the  history  of  what  are  termed  re^ 
lar  Governments.  When  an  Administratiaa 
have  formed  the  design  of  subverting  the  poblio 
libertiee — of  enriching  themselvee  or  thwr  ad- 
herents ont  of  the  pnbUc  pnrse,  or  (rf  crushing 
all  oppowtion  beneath  the  atnmg  hand  nt  powv 
— war  has  ever  been  the  &vorite  ndi^rteriil 
specific.  Hence  have  we  seen  men  in  power 
too  generally  inclined  to  hoetdle  meaanra,  and 
hence  the  oppodtion  have  been,  as  nniformly, 
the  champions  of  peace — not  chooalng  to  nerve 
with  new  vigor  (the  natural  oonseqneoce  of 
war)  hands,  on  whose  hearts  or  beads  they 
were  nuwllling  to  bestow  their  oonfidenoe.  Bid 
how  aball  we  account  for  the  exoeptiwi  which 
is  now  exhibited  to  this  hitherto  received  msx- 
im !  On  the  one  part  the  solution  is  easy.  Aa 
Administration,  under  which  onr  ooontiy  Soar- 
ishee  beyond  all  former  example — with  no  sin- 
ister views — seeking  to  pay  off  the  pablie  cn- 
cnmbrances,  to  leesen  the  public  bnrdok^  and 
to  leave  to  each  man  the  enjoyment  of  tlie  frnita 
of  his  own  labor,  are,  therefore,  derirona  at 
peace,  so  long  as  it  can  be  preserved  consat- 
ently  with  the  interests  and  honorof  the  coonliy. 
On  the  other  hand,  what  do  yon  aee  f  Siall  I 
say  sn  opposition  sickening  at  the  ri^t  of  the 
pablio  proeperi^,  seeUog  throng  war,  eonft- 
sion,  and  a  consequent  denngement  of  oar  fi- 
nances, that  aggrandizement  which  the  pobEe 
felirity  must  for  ever  forbid  t  No,  ear,  my  t^ 
spect  for  this  Honse  and  for  thoae  g«atl«BBt 
forbids  this  declaration,  whilst,  at  theame  6m>, 
I  am  iwable  to  aooonnt  on  any  other  piint^ 
fbr  th^  conduct,  Hr.  B.  oonolnded  by  MyiK 
that  he  had  forborne  these  obawattoos  oaol 
they  were  extorted  from  bim.  Be  had  hop*i 
&tt  gentlemen  would  have  let  the  bosjoess  take 
ita  eoiH«&  after  the  derision  of  yeateiday,  uA 
that  the  House  wonld  have  gone  into  oinmnctte* 
on  the  confidential  Uessage ;  hatgentleoia  had 
Imristed  on  diacnsdng  tlie  merits  of  the  aarigs- 
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taon  on  a  preliminaiy  qneition.  The  bnmnMe 
bavins  token  that  turn,  he  thoaght  it  dne  to 
himsdf  and  friends  to  rawl  Uie  odiom  nhich  it 
was  «DdeaTored  to  attach  to  them. 

Mr.  Basa  thought  it  waa  not  neceasarr  on 
tbia  snbieot  to  enter  into  a  bistorr  of  political 
partiea  in  thig  country.  And  when  the  gentle- 
tnan  from  Yli^inia  undertook  to  give  a  history, 
he  had  no  idea  that  he  was  abont  giving  detaila 
of  secret  history.  He  had  snppoeed  he  was 
abont  offering  a  general  riew  of  the  nibject. 
He  did  not  know  that  it  waa  to  be  stated  who 
were  friendly  or  unfriendly  to  the  righta  of  onr 
Western -citizens,  much  lees  that. there  was  an 
eatablished  hereditary  hostility  to  them.  Be 
had  sappoaed  that  ail  the  gentlemen  on  that 
floor  bad  expressed  the  wishee  of  the  people ; 
be  bad  nippoaed  there  was  bnt  one  opinion ;  he 
had  beard  of  no  insinuation  of  difference.  The 
only  difference  which  he  had  tbonght  existed 
was  as  to  the  means  to  be  naed,  and  the  time 
when  those  means  should  be  carried  into  effect. 
Bnt  aa  to  the  natoral  right,  and  the  nltimste 
uyoyment  of  the  nation  to  the  fr%e  navigation 
of  the  Hirassippi,  he  asked  what  gentleman  had 
charged  another  with  anydonbts  on  that!  And 
when  we  all  agree  in  this,  whence  the  necessity 
of  oalliDg  np  the  animosities  of  party  }  Uay 
not  genUeneo  express  their  opinions  in  fiivor 
of  decided  measorea,  when  the  voice  of  the  na- 
tion had  been  bo  andibly  expressed,  withont 
Boch  ezpreasion  being  oonslrned  into  a  censnre 
npon  oUierB?  When,  too,  the  opinions  of  other 
gentlemeif  on  fundamental  points  coincided  with 
your  own  ?  Is  it  necessary,  when  the  whole  na- 
tion is  alive,  to  be  moderate  in  the  expression 
of  onr  ideas  t  If  we  do  not  come  from  that 
part  of  the  Union  more  inunediately  affected  bj 
the  late  meaanrea  at  New  Orleans,  are  we  there- 
fore to  he  indifferent  and  nnconcerned  specta- 
tors of  events  t  If,  standing  here  as  Kepresen- 
tattves  of  the  United  States,  we  are  not  at 
Uberty  to  attend  to  any  tJiing  not  confined 
to  the  trifling  district  of  country  we  may 
each  of  ns  represent,  miserable  is  the  gronnd  on 
which  we  stand,  and  bnmble  indeed  onr  condi- 
tion !  But  let  me  say,  even  on  this  ground,  the 
ship-owners  and  the  merchants  on  t£e  Atlantic 
are  deeply  interested.  Onr  Western  citizens  are 
certainly  more  deeply  interested  io  the  freedom 
of  the  MiBBiBBi))pi ;  but  it  goes  to  tbe  great  in- 
,  tercets  of  navigation  genially.  TLey  feel  it 
most ;  bnt  we  feel  it  mnoh. 

This  is  all  I  deem  it  necessary,  said  Mr.  D., 
to  observe  on  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  on  hie  historioal  detail.  Sir^this 
ought  not  to  be  made  a  party  qnestion.  With 
respect  to  the  motion  before  tbe  Eoose,  my 
colleagne  has  drawn  it  in  terms  the  most  re- 
epectfol.  Gentlemen  propose  to  refer  it  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  To  this  we  object, 
becanse  we  want  the  information  promptly. 
Bnt  tbe  votos  of  gentlemen  prevail,  and  it  is  re- 
ferred. Onr  next  st^  is  to  refer  it  immediate- 
ly, to  avoid  delay.  To  obtain  infbrmatiMi,  fbU 
toA  prompt,  is  the  end  (^  onr  endeavors.  Why 


are  we  told  of  the  inconsistency  of  onr  means  t 
The  conrse  we  pnrsne  is  plain  and  direct ;  that 
which  carries  ns  steadily  to  onr  obtaining  in- 
formation ;  and  if  tbe  Uoase  will  not  give  it  lo 
ns  In  the  way  we  wish,  we  aro  for  taking  it  in 
the  best  wav  we  can.  Let  It  be  remarked  that, 
if  no  obstacles  bad  taken  place  at  New  Orleans, 
the  Bnbjeot  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  is  refer- 
red to  in  the  Kessage  of  the  PresidenL  Is  not 
the  information,  we  ask,  important,  in  the  gen- 
eral Tiew,  of  who  are  to  be  onr  neighbors: 
where,  from  the  dispersed  population  of  onr 
citizens,  the  Union  is  most  vnlnersblel  And 
in  this  light  It  wonld  have  been  proper  to  get 
tbe  information,  eveq  if  the  meosnres  at  New 
O.^eanshadnotoccnrred.  It makeenodifferenca 
ff  he  ther  tbose  measores  are  the  measnree  of  Spain 
orofFrance.  Tbe  two  points  were  not  necessari- 
ly connected,  thoogb  I  admit  that  the  proceedings 
at  New  Orleans  have  a  bearing  on  the  general 
subject.  With  regard  to  the  measures  at  Kew 
Orleans,  we  have  infonnation,  and  bave  obtun- 
ed  it  That  information  has  been  referred  to  ft 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole.  We  now  ask  infor- 
mation respecting  the  cession  ;  and  having  got 
it,  let  us  refer  that  also,  and  delilwrate  on  the 
measures  proper  to  be  taken.  Cannot  tbe  logi- 
cal talents  of  tbe  gentleman  from  UssBacbusetts 
(Ur.  Bacon)  dislingnish  between  information 
and  measnrest  Will  he  say  that  premises  and 
conclnsions  are  the  same  thing!  This  informa- 
tion is  that  on  which  we  are  to  deliberate.  I 
bad  supposed  facts  necessary  to  legislate  on.  I 
had  thonght  there  was,  to  be  sure,  a  connection 
between  one  step  and  another  which  fuUowa. 
Bnt  will  the  gentleman  say,  that  whenever  we 
ask  information,  we  conclude  upon  meaanrea) 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  tha 
call  of  !Ur.  Gbiswold,  on  going  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
which  was  lost — yeas  88,  nays  48,  as  follows ; 

Teas. — Pfaaauel  Bi*h<^  Thomsi  Bonds,  Joha 
CnmpbeU,  UsuasMh  Cutler,  Ssmael  W.  pana,  Jolm 
Davenport,  ThomM  T.  Dsvii,  William  Dickun, 
WilliuD  Euitii,  Cslvio  Ooddaid,  Roser  Gritirold, 
William  Bsny  Grove,  Seth  Hutingi,  WiUiun  Helm^ 
Joseph  Hemphill,  Archibald  Ucoderson,  BeDJsaiii] 
Hogor,  Samuel  Hmit,  Thomu  Ixiwiidei,  Ebeneier 
Maltoon,  Skonnl  L.  HitcbiD,  Lcwu  R.  Honii, 
Thomu  Morris,  Elias  Perkins,  Tbomas  Plater,  Na- 
than Read,  John  RatledgS,  John  Cotton  Smid,  John 
Stonlej,  John  StrmCton,  Sammil  Teuniv,  Samuel 
Thatcher,  Thomai  Tillinghast,  Geoige  B.  Upham, 
Killian  K.  Von  KeuBMlaer,  Pekg  Wadjwortfa,  LemMl 
WilUomi,  and  Henry  Woods. 

Nats. — Willis  Alrton,  John  Archer,  John  Baoui, 
Tbeodonu  Buley,  RtiWd  Brant.  Bobert  Brown, 
William  BoUer,  Thomas  Cl^bome,  HaHhew  CIsy, 
John  Cloplon,  John  Condit,  Uichard  Cntta,  Jo^ 
DswKn,  Lncsa  Elmendorph,  Ebenem  EHmer,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  H"""*.  Joseph  Heis- 
ter,  WHliam  Hoge,  Jamei  EoUand,  David  Holmes, 
George  Jockaon,  Michael  Leib,  David  Meriwether, 
Thomu  Uoore,  Anthony  New,  Thomu  Newton, 
Jan.,  Joseph  H.  Nieholioii,  Jrjm  Randolph,  Jan., 
John Smilie,  John  Sniitb,(arNewYo^)  JohnSmltlt, 
'  '"■  ■  ■  ■  ■  liah  Smitit,  Samuel  Smith,  Beniy 
1  StonTtsd,  Joseph  Stantcn,  jnn, 
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Jdin  SWmrt,  John  Taliafiun),  Jan.,  DkTid  Thomu, 
PhlUp  R.  Tbampwn,  Abnin  Tri^,  John  Tivg, 
John  F.  Van  Noa,  Jowpb  B.  Tunnm,  Iiuo  VKa 
Hans,  ud  Thomu  yfjtmM. 

Ur  GsiewoLD  said,  that  notwitbatanditig  the 
unfortunate  situation  they  were  placed  in  hy 
the  refusal  of  the  House,  he  still  deemed  it  his 
e  other  resoiuUons,  which  he  wonld 
Dve  to  be  referred  to  a  Oonunittee 
of  tlie  Whole. 

Ht.  G.  then  moved  the  following  resolntiona : 

Xoelctd,  Thit  tha  people  of  the  TJiiited  SiMm  an 
entitled  to  tLe  Rrae  oaTigktion  of  the  river  Muiiinppi. 

Rttoltitd,  That  the  n&Tigation  of  tlie  river  Hismt- 
dppi  hag  l»en  obttnicted  fa;  the  regulation!  reoeutlj 
curied  into  effect  at  New  Orleani. 

Raolrtd,  That  the  right  of  freely  navigating  the 
river  Minuiptu  ooght  never  to  be  abandoned  bj  the 
United  States 

Retolnd,  That  a  commlUM  be  appdalsd  to  in- 
qnira  whether  any,  and,  tf  any,  what,  Legiilatira 
noaaniai  are  aaoeoaiy  to  teonre  to  the  people  of 
the  United  Statei  the  tnt  navigation  <i  the  river 
MudasppL 

Ifr.  Dawbob  sfked  if  these  TeeoliilionH  vtn 
not  neceMarily  oonneoted  witb  a  ml^eet  which 
the  HoDBB  had  determined  should  be  discnaaed 
In  private)  B^  hy  Uiis  arrangemeot,  other  gen- 
tlemen  had  beeo  pradnded  from  offering  reso- 
li^ona,  he  woold  ask  if  it  were  rieht  in  the  gen- 
tleman &om  Oonnecticnt  to  violBte  a  general 
iqjnnation  laid  npon  all  the  members  1 

Mr.  Gbuwold. — There  Is  a  Message  from  the 
President,  of  the  S2d  of  Deoember  on  this  snb- 

Ieot  that  is  pnbliclj  entered  on  the  Jonmals.* 
t  is  on  this  Message  that  these  reaolntions  are 
predicated.  I  trnst  I  understand  the  mles  of 
the  HoQse  well  enongh  to  know  that  I  am  not 
to  bring  forward  what  it  has  been  eqjolned  shall 
be  secret 

The  qnesdon  was  then  taken  without  flirther 
debate^  on  taldng  up  the  above  reaolnttons  for 
oonsiddration,  and  lost — yeas  9i,  nays  50. 

Mr.  Raxdolfs  then  o^ed  for  the  oonddera- 
tioa  of  the  President's  oonfidential  Message, 
when  the  galleriee  were  cleared. 

VemAT,  Janoary  7. 
yaoigatio*  qf  tht  MUtitrippi. 

On  a  modon  made  and  seconded,  the  Eonse 
was  cleared  of  allpersonspresent,  except  the 
members  and  the  dlerk :  Wberenpon, 

The  Hooae  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee t>t  the  whole  Honse  on  the  Messages 
from  thePsisiDiKT  or  TBB  TJsiTBD  Statbs,  of  the 
twenty-second  and  thirtieth  ultimo,  and  the 
documents  transmitted  therewith ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Bpeaksb  resnmed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr,  Vabkhm  reported  that  the 
committee  had  again  bod  the  said  Messages  and 
documents  under  consideration,  and  oome  to  a 
resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  delivered  in  at 


I  was  read  ai 

"  RtMciind,  That  this  Himaa  receive  with  gnat  een* 
tibih^  the  infonnatiao  of  a  diqiorition  in  oertaia 
officer*  td  the  Spaniih  (rOvernineDt,  at  New  Orieans, 

to  obstnict  the  navigation  of  the  river  Hituiippi,  as 
Kcnred  to  the  United  States  by  tiie  most  •olnoa 

"  That,  adhering  to  tliat  hntoase  and  wiie  policy 
irtiich  onght  ever  to  charmcterise  a  fnt  people,  and 
by  wfaicb  the  United  Stalea  ban  alvayi  {sofesK*!  to 
be  governed ;  willing,  at  the  lanM  time,  to  aacrib* 
tht>  breach  ctTeoDipaet  to  the  nnBothorissd  miscoD- 
duct  dfoettaia  indiTidoals,  rather  than  to  a  want  of 
good  fidib  on  the  port  of  Hii  Catholic  HajMty ;  ud 
reljin^  with  perfect  confidsnn,  on  the  vI|nIaiioe  and 
wisdnn  of  the  ExtnntiTe,  they  will  wait  &e  ianta  of 
inch  measnras  ai  that  depaitmont  of  the  Oonm- 
ment  ihall  have  pnmed  tm  auertiiu;  the  lighta  and 
vhidicatlng  the  i^nries  of  the  United  State*;  Inlding 
it  to  be  their  dn^,  at  &e  Hme  time,  to  expien  tb^ 
unalterable  deteiminalion  to  maintuu  the  boondatiM 
and  the  rights  of  navigation  and  canmerca  throng 
the  river  Misitnippi,  as  eetabliihed  bj  eiiiti'^g  trea- 
ties." 

The  Honse  prooeeded  to  coorider  the  said 
reaolution  at  the  Clerk's  table :  Whuvapon,  so 
much  as  is  contained  in  the  first  olanse  Uiereaj^ 
being  again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"Ktnbnd,  That thiaHooMreodve widi gnat >ea- 
ntnlity  the  informatjon  of  a  diqaxition  ia  oertua 
gfficen  of  the  Spanish  Govenunant,  at  New  (hlaaaii^ 
to  obitmct  the  navintion  of  the  river  MiwliiiiTri,  aa 
secured  to  the  United  States  by  tha  moat  aotaon 

The  question  was  taken  Uiat  tbo  Honae  do 
concur  with  the  Oommittae  of  the  whole  Honaa 


The  last  clause  of  the  said  resolntion  bniif 
ag^  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  That,  adhering  to  that  hnmaae  and  wfaa  pclln 
which  ou^t  ever  to  charaoteriie  a  (Ha  peEjdi^  and 
by  which  ttt«  Uiuted  Stalea  have  alsmyi  ftdaasad  t* 
be  govenwd ;  wiUing,  at  &%  mat  time,  to  aaorOw 
this  breaiA  oC  compact  to  tlia  ananthorind  mjanna 
dvet  of  certain  iowvidDal*,  rather  than  to  a  want  ^ 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  Hii  Cathotie  Majesty ;  a^ 
relying  with  perfect  conGdenca,  on    tha  vigOanca 
and  wisdom  of  the  Eiecntive,  they  wQl  wait  tha  iaaoa 
ot  tuch  meunrea  ai  that  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment  shall  bava  pttnned  for  asaertiDg  tbe  rights  and 
vindioadi^  the  i^jurisa  of  tfae  Unit^  State*;  bald- 
ing it  to  be  theii  dnty,  at  the  same  tima,  to  ncpreaB 
t)^  Qnalterable  detraminatioD  So  maintain  tha  bosa- 
darisi  and  flie  rights  of  navigatloa  and  o 
through  the  ri — *•"--•   ■    ■       ....... 

ing  treatiei :' 


pnt  t< 


the  tuna  of  soch  meanin  ai  that  depoinaent  <J  tba 
OoTsmment  shall  have  pntsned  tor  aoaitiBg  tha 
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ilgfats,   and  TioAeatiiig  dw  fajnriei  of  the  United 


IS  AtUows : 


YcAg. — Hkm.  BondB,  Huuoeh  Cntler,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Drenpon,  Jobn  Densla,  CalTin 
Goddard,  Bc^T  Oriswidd,  WnUam  Bury  Qrora, 
Seth  Huting*,  Jowph  HemptJH,  AnUbald  Heodw- 
mh,  WiUiani  H.  Hill,  Beitjunln  Bag«r,  Samnel  Hont, 
Tfaomu  Lowndea,  Ebeneier  HattooD,  Lewla  R.  Horrii, 
Eliai  PerUna,  Thomu  Plater,  Nathan  Read,  John 
Bntledge,  John  Cotkm  Smith,  John  Stanley,  John 
Sbstton,  Samuel  Tenner,  Sunoel  Thatehsr,  Qeorge 
B.  Upham,  KilUan  IL  Van  Bennelaer,  Lemoel  WH- 
Hanu,  and  Heniy  Wood  a 

Niin. — WilUe  Aistoa,  John  Archer,  ioha  Bieon, 
Theodonn  BiDer,  Kcfaird  Bient,  RoImtI  Brawn, 
Wniiani  Bnller,  'ThoniM  Claiborne,  Miitthew  C!aj, 
John  Cleptoo,  John  Condit,  Rlehard  Cutta,  Tbomas 
T.  Dafii,  John  Damon,  William  Diokaon,  Lneaa 
Etmendorph,  Ebeitenr  Elmer,  WlUain  Enitia,  Edwin 
Grav,  -Andrew  Qngg,  J(^  A.  Hanna,  Joseph  HtH*- 
ter,  WlUiaiD  Helma,  William  Hoge,  Jame*  HoUand, 
David  Holmei,  Gecrae  Jadara,  Hkltael  Lafl>,  David 
Meriwether,  SamoelE.  Hitithill,Tbonuu  Moore,  Jamea 
Mott,  Anthony  Naw,  ThoqiM  Xewtoo,  jr.,  Joaeph  H. 
Nicholson,  John  Randolph,  jr..  John  Smilie,  John 
Smith,  (DrMewTork,)JciaIah  Smith,  Samnel  Smith, 
Hemy  Sonthaid,  Richard  Stanford,  Joaeph  Stanton, 
fcr.,  John  Stewart,  John  Taliaferro,  jr.,  David  Thomaa, 
Philip  S.  Thompaan,  Abnm  Tngg,  John  IMgg. 
Pldl^  Van  Cortlandt,  Joaeph  B.  Tanmm,  laaao  Tan 
HMne,  and  ThcDia*  Wtsu. 

Aoother  motion  was  then  mode,  ftnd  the 
qneetioii  being  pot,  to  amend  the  Boid  lost  cLmse 
of  the  resolntioa,  by  Btriking  oat  tbere&om  the 
word  "vindicating,"  next  before  the  words 
"  the  injuries  of  the  United  Stat«H,"  and  insert- 
ing the  word  "  redresdng,"  in  lien  thareoi;  it 
pwaed  in  the  negstiTe. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  Hooae 
do  ooDcnr  irith  the  Ccnnmittee  of  the  whole 
EoMe  in  their  agreement  to  the  Raid  last  clause 
o(  the  reeolndon,  and  rasolTed  in  the  affinna- 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  that 
the  Honse  reconrider  their  dooiston  on  the  said 
last  clause  of  the  resolution;  and  the  qnestlon 
being  pnt  therenpon,  it  was  reeolTod  In  the  af- 
firmative. 

A  dividon  of  the  qneetion  waa  then  called 
for:  wherenpon  the  first  member  of  the  said 
last  chiiiM  or  the  resolution  being  agdo  r«ad,  in 
the  words  fallowing,  to  wit : 

"lltaC  adharfaig  to  that  humane  and  wlae  policf 
which  on^it  erer  to  eharactaiiie  a  free  people,  and 
h7  which  the  Umted  Ststea  have  alwa^  proWed 
to  be  goremed;  wHUng,  attfaa  same  time,  to  aicriba 
thla  breach  of  compact  to  the  nnanChoriied  miaeoa- 
duct  of  certain  IniiiTidnaU,  rather  than  to  a  want  (A 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  Hia  Catholic  Mi^sa^  i ' 

The  said  division  of  the  queatioa  was  objected 
to,  M  not  iKiiog  in  order,  and  the  Bpiaxkb  liav- 
ing  decided  the  same  was  in  order,  an  a[n>eal 
waa  made  to  the  Honse  from  the  deoiuon  of  the 
Ohair ;  and  on  the  question,  "  la  Hm  decision 


of  the  Chdr  in  order! "  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

On  the  qnestion  that  the  Honse  do  agree  to 
the  Bud  first  member  of  the  last  dense  <^  the 
resolution,  it  was  nnanimOnsly  resolved  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  every  memhsr 
present  voting  in  the  affirma^ve,  to  wit: 

Tkab. — Winii  Alaton,  John  Archer,  John  Bacon, 
Tbeodonu  Bail^,  Tbonua  Bonds,  Riehard  Brent, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Bntter,  Thomaa  Claiborne, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Condit,  Ricfanid 
Cntt*,  Samnsl  W.  Dana,  John  Davonport,  John 
Dawaon,  John  DonnU,  Williani  Dlckaon,  Lncas  E3- 
mnudcspb,  Ilbenenr  Efaner,  William  Enatia,  Calvin 
Qoddard,  Edwin  Gray,  Andiew  Grwg,  Roger  Grls- 
wold,  William  Bany  Qrove,  John  JL  Banna,  Se^ 
'i  Heiiter,  William  Hehna,  Jow  ' 
ideraon,  William   ."    " 

William  Hoge,  Jamea  Holland,  David  Holm__, 

jamin  Hnger,  Samnel  Hnnt,  George  Jaclcaon,  Michael 
Leib,  Thomaa  Lowndea,  Eboneier  Mattooo,  David 
HBriwetbsr,  Samnd  I.  Milohill,  Thonuu  Hoom, 
Lewis  R.  Monia,  Anthony  Naw,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Joaeph  H.  Nlcholaon,  Elta*  PeAIti^  Thomaa  Pla- 
ter, John  Bandolpb,  Jr.,  Nathan  Be«l,  J(An  Rntledga, 
John  SmlUo,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Sndth,  (ofNew 
ToA,)  Jodah  Smith,  Sanmel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthaid, 
Rtchatd  SiDtnd,  John  Stanley,  Joaeph  Stanton,  jr.. 


JohoSbattaai,  Jolm  TallaArra,  jr.,  Samnel  Tenn^, 
Samnel  ThatdMr,  David  Thomaa,  Philhi  R.  T1ioanp> 
BOO,  Abiam  TilUi  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joaeph  B. 
Vamun,  laaac  Van  Horne,  Eillian  E.  Van  Renaae. 
laer,  and  Thomaa  Wynna 

The  third  member  of  the  sud  last  olanse  of  the 
reaolntion  being  ag^  read,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit ; 


the  boondarisa,  and  the  righta  of  navigation  and 
commerae  throiuh  the  river  Mia^SBlf^  aa  eatahliahed 
by  suiting  treaties :  ' 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
pnt,  to  amend  the  tame  by  striking  therefrom  the 
words  "  existing  treaties,"  and  inserting  the  word 
"treaty"  in  lien  thereof,  it  paased  in  tbe  negative; 

On  the  question  that  thelloasedoagree  to  the 
said  third  member  of  the  last  clanse  of  the  reso- 
Intioti,  it  was  nnanlmonsly  reaolved  in  the  af> 
flrmatlve,  by  yeas  and  naya,  ever;  member  pres< 
ent  voUng  in  the  affinnative. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  tabeo,  that 
the  Boose  do  agree  to  the  eali  resolution,  m 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afllrmative — yeas 
50,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

Yua.— Willii  Alaton,  John  Archer,  John  Baeo^ 
Theodonu  Bailsy,  SIchaid  Bnnt,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiam  Batler,  Thomaa  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Cl^lon,  John  Condit,  Richard  Cntta,  John 
Dawaon,  William  Dickaon,  Lnnaa  Elmendorph,  Eben- 
emr  Elmer,  William  EbHU,  Edwin  Qiay,  Andrew 
Gregg,  John  A.  Banna,  Joseph  Heisler,  William 
Helmf  William  Hoge,  Jamea  HoUand,  David 
Hohnea,  George  Jackaon,  Mkhael  Leib,  David  Haii- 
watber,  Samn^  I>  Mltchill,  Thomaa  Hoots,  Antho- 
ny New,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nlcbolaoo, 
■lohn  Randolph, jr.,  John  SmUia,  John  Smith,  (of  Naw 


dbyGoo^Ie 


rR.] 


ABRIDUMENT  OF  THS 

XatiiMal  Uniimtitf. 


ford,  Jonph  Stanton,  jr^  Joho  TilUferro,  jr^  D*Yid 
Tbomu,  PbiGp  R.  ThMnpno,  Abnm  Tiigg^  Jtdm 
Tiigg,  Philip  Van  CortUiidt,  Joiaph  B.  Vdiiidid, 
Iiaao  Van  Bonie,  mud  Thomu  yijaaa. 

NAT8. — Tb<HnM  Bands,  Sttnmel  W.  Duia,  John 
DftToiport,  JohD  Dennb,  Ctlrin  Qoddard,  Rogm 
Griiwoid,  Seth  Haititigt,  J<i«ph  Hemphill,  Archibitld 
Henderson,  Beqiamln  Bnger,  Samuel  limit,  Tboa, 
Iiowndes,  Ebeoeiec  Mattoon,  Lewii  R.  Horri^  Eliaa 
Periuni,  Thomaa  Plater,  Nathan  Read,  John  Rat- 
ledge,  Jnhn  Cotton  Scaith,  John  Stanley,  John  SbvC- 
ton,  Samuel  Tenney,  Samuel  Thatcher,  Killiaa  K. 
Tan  BeoBclaer,  and  Lonoel  Williami. 

JUtohtd,  That  the  injnnction  of  gecreoy  npoB 
the  members  cf  this  Boose,  so  for  as  relates  to 
the  resolution  last  recited,  and  the  proceedings 
ot  tlie  House  on  the  Uessagu  from  the  Pbzbi- 
DEST  OF  THB  Dhitid  Statbs,  of  the  twenty- 
second  and  tbirUetb  oltimo,  be  taken  oS 

KoHDAT,  Jaaaarj  10. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Jum  A.  Batabd, 
from  De^irare,  appeared,  and  took  his  aeat  in 
the  Honse. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Pcibb  Kult,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  thia  House,  as  a  member  from 
he  Stata  of  Georgia,  in  the  room  of  Joba 
Uilledge,  who  bam  rerigned,  wpeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  In  the  Honae. 

3fonum«tUttt 

A  message  trata  the  Benat«  informed  the 
Hoase  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  enti- 
tled "  An  not  to  oany  into  effe«t  several  resola- 
tions  of  Congress,  for  erecting  monuments  to 
the  memories  of  the  late  Generals  Wooet«r, 
Herkimer,  Davidson,  and  Scriven,"  to  which 
they  desire  the  cononrrence  of  this  Honse. 

The  said  bill  was  rend  twice  and  committed 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  foorth  instant, 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  erecting  a 
monnment  to  the  memorj  of  General  Herkimer, 
pnranant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  paiwdthe 
fborth  da;  of  October,  one  thonsand  seven  hon- 
dred  and  seventy-seven. 

Bnndry  motions  being  made  and  seconded, 
that  the  Honae  do  come  to  the  following  reeo- 
Intionfl  respectively,  to  wit: 

AooImj;  That  a  monnment  be  ersoted  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Hajor  Qeneral  Joseph  Tanen,  who  was  alain 
on  Bnnkei^a  Hill  tai  the  wventeeath  dvr  of  June,  one 
thoiuand  senn  hnndred  and  garen^-fiTS ;  and  that 
the  mm  tif be  appropriated  tbnefbr. 

Beiolvtd,  That  a  monoment  b«  erected  to  the  mem- 
ety  of  Genera!  Hugh  Meroer,  «ho  wai  ilaln  at 
PrincetMi,  OD  the  third  d«y  </ January,  one  thmuand 
■eren  hundred  and  Mventy-uven  ;  and  that  tbe  nun 
t£ doUan  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

BttdUtd,  That  a  monument  b«  ersotsd  tothemeia- 
017  «f  depend  Vt»aAa  Nad),  who  waa  itain  at  the 

battle  of  Gennsntown;  and  that  the  sum  of 

doUanbe  qnnopciated  for  that  purpose. 

iteioItFed,  That  a  monnnMnt  be  ereotsd  to  the  mem- 
arj  of  General  Kohaid  Butler,  who  was  killed  gal- 
kntly  fighting  in  an  aotioii  with  the  Indian*,  on  tb 


Jttfelved,  That  a  mmniment  be  erected  to  eaa- 
moDOrats  the  firtnoos  and  patriotio  eondoct  of  John 
Paoldii^,  David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wert,  wbot 
on  the  twen^-lhiid  d^  of  September,  one  tbowand 
■even  hundred  and  ti^tr,  interoeiiMd  Jf^or  John 
Andm,  AtUotantGeDeidNtbe  ftituhAnny,  return- 
ing from  the  American  linee  in  the  charaetBr  i£  a 

qjy ;  knd  that  the  nun  <£ dollara  ba  ^ipn^n- 

atod  for  that  pnrpoes. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  said  moliona,  aevenlly,  b« 
rettrred  to  the  committee  to  whtna  was  thSm 
day  committed  the  Ml  eent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  carry  into  effbct  aeveral  t«so- 
lations  of  OongrcM  for  erecting  monmnenta  to 
the  moDOries  of  the  late  Generals  Wooater,  Hcr> 
kimer,  Davidaoa  and  Scriven." 

Ifatipitai  Dnwermtff. 

itr.  Van  Kass  presented  a  rqveaentatioa 
from  Bamnel  Blodget,  on  the  aalgAct  of  a  Mo- 
tional TJniversily,  as  follows : 

"  1^  memorial  r^  Samnel  Btodget,  Uta  SnperriKw 
at  ib»  City  of  Washington,  repreaenti  Aat,  owtna 
hit  ^ipointmeat  chieflj  to  hi*  leal  in  (bcming  wveral 
pmbatianarj  plan*  for  a  National  Univeisty,  he 
conceived  It  an  Indiqieniable  daly,  afbar  flw  deub  (rf 
Washuqto)',  to  follow  the  ounmandiag  advice  and 
nobis  example  of  the  oommim  Father  of  hia  Coan- 
tiy,  so  iireaiatibly  (xn-trayed  in  hit  Farewvll  iliHiies, 
and  in  the  clause  of  hi*  will  annexed  to  hi*  libeial 
donation  thenfor.  In  thus  oaUin^  mo«t  reipecdnlly, 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  tliii  part  of 
the  will  of  W^SHmaTOK,  ha  folGli  a  pn>mi*a  made  in 
behalf  of  mon  than  one  tboosaod  •ahseriben  to  A* 
•ameolgeat,  irhinni  mipTntshlnnamTH  amii|ianj  fbia 
memorial,  widi  a  request  that  a  committee  may  be 
apn^tedto  ooaddar  what  potion  ef  thepablie  lota 
and  land*  In  tbe  Weattn  Tmiitaiy  of  the  tjnited 
States,  shall  be  sj^iroprlated  by  Congreas  to  thii  im- 
portant institntion.  In  additioo  to  tbe  cooteats  ot 
dther  of  the  nte*  already  oontemplated  tbuvfor 
within  the  City  of  Wasbingtm,  by  Waamaww 
himself,  and  l^  the  Camminioner*  tbereod  Anl 
Inrther  to  consider  tbe  expedieiKy  (iboold  it  ooes- 
port  with  the  mounmentu  plan  to  bo  adofitod)  sf 
ereodng  the  atatne  of  1783;  or  in  Hen  thereof   an 

rropriate   and  obaracteriitio  equestrian  statao  of 
original   fbonder  of  tbo   Natiwial   Univenitj,  as 


built  in  sncoesBon,  by  the  fbnd  to  whieh  (ha  i^eia 
people  of  America  an  now  »  liberally  and  so  bOBor- 
ablv  contriboling  by  Tolnntaiy  anbacrtetiooa  ben 
Maine  to  Georgia  iDclnaire  ;  thai  viitnally  foIknriBg 
the  anoient  custom  of  the  original  i^imirtfaiia.  wbo; 
men,  women,  and  ohlldien,  oanied  a  staoa  to  tba 
monnmental  jUv  at  a  bdored  cbie£* 

The  mt«norial  was  accompanied  by  a  fha  <t 
the  Eqneatrian    Btato*  of    Wiahiiigfwi,  rp- 
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[H.  ov  R. 


rounded  bj  halls  and  ooUmm  r^nilarl;  amiig- 
•d,  the  whole  to  be  styled  the  Monnment  to 
Washingtoti.  Be&rrod  to  a  •deot  committee— 
^es  49,  naji  ST. 

The  fblloving  memben  ooutitiite  the  oom- 
iDitt«e :  Mr.  Vas  Nbbs,  i£i.  Tauajxbbo,  Ht. 
Hitt,  Ur.  EutBnxnPE,  and  Hr,  Odtleb. 


TmBDi.T,  Jannar;  II, 

The  Honae  proceeded  to  oonaider  the  amend- 
ment prcKHMed  hj  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
■*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Hyde ;"  Where- 
upon, 

JUiahed,  That  Ihlg  House  do  agree  to  Che 
■dd  amenoment. 

Ctmion  ^  Louiriana  to  IVante. 

Vr.  Gbibwold  moved  that  the  Honee  reBolve 
itself  into  ft  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  tlw  Union,  intending,  ahoold  he  sdo- 
oeed,  to  call  np  bia  reeolntion  presented  on  the 
8th  instant,  tIz  ; 

•^Jlttelved,  That  the  Preddtat  of  llie  United  StatM 
be  iwneKed  to  dinot  the  proper  t^oer  to  Isjr  1>«- 
Ibn  alt  EoDM,  copies  of  mch  official  docnmeDta  u 
kdve  b*en  reoaived  by  thii  Govemmmt,  aiuioiiiKtiig 


eniditioniS  tmdcr  which  that  prorlnoe  I»  to  be  dell- 
fared  i^  vnlsn  ndi  doemnant*  and  rspocti  will, 
In  iht  cjiinion  of  At  Pnaldent,  dlTiilge  to  die  Home 
pHticuhu' tnoMotiou  not  pnp«r  at  (U(  time  to  be 


I  recollect,  said  Ur.  0.,  when  I  [vopoeed  OD  a 
Ibrmer  day  that  the  House  ahonld  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  the  piir|NMe  of  ooiui- 
deriog  this  resolntion,  the  piinoipai  argnmenta 
in  opposition  were  drawn  fhnn  its  supposed 


{KOperforprerlonsorpnbliodiBonBBioD.  Thoee 
■ignmenta  have  now  lost  their  weight.  The 
EoDse  hftTe  decided  <m  those  oonfldenlJal  snb- 
leete,  and  their  reeolntion  was  pnblished,  and  I 
beUere  it  will  ^ipear  tLat  I  wsa  not  inoorreot  in 
m^  opinion,  that  this  reaolnUon  has  no  oonoem 
with  anj  oonfldential  conununicAtiong.  When 
before  nnder  ocmtideratioii,  the  inqoiiy  con- 
templated was  oonddered  miportant.  The  in- 
fi)nnation  reqacated  must  be  In  powession  of 
ttie  ExeontlTe ;  it  cannot  be  snpposed  that  snch 
doentnoils  u  would  be  oseM  to  the  Hoose,  do 
not  exist  in  the  Exeontive  cabinet  We  can- 
not le^alate  with  a  proper  nndcratanding,  on- 
leifl  we  are  infbrmed  of  all  the  ciroamstancea, 
oonditiona,  and  stipulations,  nnder  which  that 
territory  is  ceded  to  fiance.  I  wUI  not  beUero 
that  tu  £ze«itive  has  n^eoted  to  demand 
'         '  IS  the  honor  and  interest  of 


the  United  States  require.  It  is  this  official  ii 
ftmnation  wluoh  we  want.  As  we  are  nnun- 
barrassed  bj  other  sobjeots,  either  of  a  public 
or  secret  natnre,  I  hope  the  House  will  now 
oome  to  a  deciaicm ;  I  diall  coll  for  the  jreas  and 
Bays. 


Ur.  Dawsou  moved  a  poetponement  of  the 
resolution  to  a  ftatnre  day. 

Ur.  UoTT  said  he  waa  opposed  to  the  reeola* 
tion^ut  was  for  p>iDg  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  deciding  apon  it,  rather  than  to 
be  tronblea  with  It  from  day  to  doy. 

Ur.  Daxa.^-I  consider  the  refbaal  to  go  intc 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  as  a  negative  npon  the  reoolation.  We 
have  been  told  befbre  by  the  gentieman  from 
Virginia,  (Ur.  Basdolfh,)  that  it  does  not 
amount  to  a  refiual  of  the  reeolntion.  Tme,  it 
ma;  not  be  so  harsh  a  mode  it  potting  it  asidi^ 
but  the  effect  Is  virtaally  the  same.  Will  it  be 
made  a  question  whether  it  Is  proper  to  ask  for 
informationl  The  Prerident  has  recommended 
the  satject  to  our  attention  in  his  message.  It 
is  not  onlv  proper,  but  of  oonrse  becomes  onr 
duty,  to  deliberate,  and  to  reqoest  such  infor- 
matioL  ftoia  the  President,  as  will  assist  and 
enlighten  us  in  our  proceedings.  It  is  his  con- 
sUtntional  province  :o  do  this,  and  it  would  be 
a  reflection  on  him  to  snppoee  that  he  would 
withhold  any  information  Irom  the  House,  on  a 
subject  which  he  hod  thonght  so  tmportaot,  as 
to  form  part  <tf  an  official  message.  It  could 
not  have  been  inserted  merely  for  the  sake  of 
rounding  off  a  period.  No,  sir,  the  Preddent 
has  undoubtedly  snffluent  reasons  for  mention- 
ing this,  as  a  subject  worthy  of  onr  delibera- 
tions ;  he  is  designated  by  uie  constitution  as 
the  proper  person  traia  whom  information  on 
snbjects of  tnis nature  istobederived  ;  he  b sup- 
posed to  combine  the  whole ;  it  is  not  proper  to 
reouve  it  bat  from  an  official  source.  The  gene- 
ral subject  is  mentioned  in  the  following  terms: 

"  The  ceirion  of  the  Spanish  proviooe  of  Lonfnana 
to  FnmoB,  which  took  jAaoe  in  the  oonrse  of  the  lata 
war,  win,  If  carried  iule  effbot,  make  a  change  in  the 
•qieet  of  «mr  foreign  relatiou,  which  will  oouMleM 
havejnst  weight  In  any  daUberationi  ooniwoted  with 
that  iobfeol.'' 

Are  we  to  suppose  Ihe  Executive  has  not 
been  vigilant  in  asoert^ning  the  circumstances 
atten^ng  this  event!  No.  Are ne  to  suppose 
he  is  unwilling  to  inform  us  what  they  are  t 
No,  He  must  be  sappooed  willing  to  give  the 
Information.  Therefore,  why  shonld  gentlemeta 
prevent  us  fK>m  obtaining  that  intelligence, 
which  is  presamed  to  exist,  and  which  the  Ex- 
eontive  must  be  willing  to  give) 

Ur.  Baitdolpb  was  averse  to  going  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  if  it  were  understood  that  the  res(^ 
Intion  of  the  gentieman  from  Oonneotioot  was 
to  be  taken  np.  It  was  not  ve^  material  to 
him  in  what  way  the  House  dgnifled  their  dis- 
sent to  the  measure ;  but^  preferring  that  which 
was  least  circuitous,  be  hoped  they  would  re- 
fiise  to  take  it  np  In  committee.  Much  pdna 
having  t>een  taken  to  impress  a  belief  that  the 
President  had  communicated  to  the  House  a 
fact  of  which  he  possessed  no  official  Ijiforma- 
tion,  Ur.  R,  bc^cged  the  House  to  recollect  that 
the  tOTtnred  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  had  been 
nnaUe  birly  to  infte  the  fiut  from  the  Exeov 
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tire  ocxDtnimioatitMu :  dot  oonld  it  b«  implied 
from  B  reftisal  to  concar  in  the  proposed  reeoln- 
tioD.  His  oppoattlon  to  it  grew  out  of  the  reso- 
IntioD  itaelf.  It  conveys  the  sn^idon  that 
Bpain  has  ceded  Loaisiana  to  Franoe  indefinitely, 
thereby  giving  to  France  fiome  color  of  olaim  to 
the  conotrtee  formerly  comprised  nnder  that  &p- 

Ellation ;  or  that  she  has  made  the  cewion  by 
aits  incompatible  with  her  engagements  tons; 
and  that  in  eirtier  case  oar  right  to  tbenavigation 
of  the  MissigsippL  may  have  been  irapMred. 
For,  if  yon  suppose  in  thia  transfer  of  her  pro- 
perty that  Bpain  has  pud  dne  regard  to  her 
titipnlationa  with  US,  the  resolntion  ceaaea  to 
have  an  object.  Now,  dr,  wherefore  cast  this 
impntation  on  Spun ! — especially  at  this  crim, 
when,  as  I  am  informed  Irom  »  respectable 
aonroe,  one  of  the  first  ofaaractera  in  the  Union 
is  recently  nommated  Uinister  to  that  Com^ 
for  the  parpose  of  a^jnating  all  diflbrenoea  cm 
this  Hubjeot ! 

I  ahoald  have  snppoeed  another  reason  wonld 
have  deterred  the  gentleman  from  perdsting  in 
tiiia  call.  That  gentleman  and  his  Mends  had 
reoorded  <m  the  jonmals  of  t^ita  Honae  their 
eolemn  determination,  however  sendbly  they 
might  feel  the  iqjories  inflicted  on  the  rights 
and  interests  of  these  States,  to  refnae  aU  co- 
operation in  the  support  of  those  rights  and  in- 
teresta  so  long  as  t£e  direction  of  Uie  Qovem- 
ment  should  be  retained  by  those  who  now 
poaeess  it.  For,  after  having  expressed  their 
disapprobation  of  that  clause  in  a  resolution 
lately  adopted  by  the  House  to  a&at  onr  rights 
of  limits  nnd  of  saTigation  throogh  the  Misais- 
dppi,  objecting  to  no  other  part  of  It,  they  bad, 
nevertheless,  reftiaed  to  g^ve  tbeir  assent  to  it 
because  of  this  otgeotionable  passage.  There 
was  a  dme^  sir,  when  aiiali  oonaoot  would  hare 
been  denonnoed  by  a  portion  of  thia  Home  as 
the  essence  of  Jaoobtnkm  and  dieorganiiation, 
Ur.  R.  conolnded  by  saying  that  he  thought  U 
nnwiae  at  this  time,  in  the  veiy  cradle  <^  the 
negotiation,  to  throw  out  innnnaticns  which 
would  hare  a  tendency  to  irritate  or  disgust  the 
Bpanish  Conrt. 

Ur.  Oriswold. — I  did  not  expect  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Hr.  IUsboi^b) 
wonld,  la  the  face  of  the  Jonmal  now  oa  tbfr 
table,  in  contradiction  to  the  knowledge  of 
every  gentieman  in  this  Honse,  have  made  the 
declaration  we  have  jnst  heard.  Have  we  given 
our  vote  that  wa  woold  not  defend  the  free 
navigation  ot  the  Hissisripplf  Have  we  not 
been  ready  to  onite  in  adopting  those  meaaures 
which  the  infraction  of  treaties  and  onr  viidated 
rights  demand!  I  appeal  to  onr  Jonmals. 
miat  has  been  done,  tnere  spears,  aod  will 
oontradict  the  assertions  of  that  gentleman. 
When  the  resolntion  was  under  conuderation 
in  the  secret  committee,  which  the  gentleman 
(Hr.  RAimOLi^)  emphatically  called  his  on- 
apRiKa,  there  were  two  votes  taken  on  ou'taln 
parts  or  members  of  it,  previons  to  the  m^ 
oaeetion.  A  motion  was  made  to  abrike  ont 
tna  ibllowing  danse  t 


.  of  stieh  mMsniei  s*  that  depsitnwDt  of  tbe 

Government  ihmll  have  panned  Ibr  aueitiBg  ths 
right!  and  vindiostii^  tbe  iq^oria*  t£  the  Unhid 
St»te».' 

I  voted  against  this  part  of  the  resalntion  for 
two  reasons :  first,  because  I  ooold  not  express 
a  confidence  which  I  did  not  feel ;  and  secondly, 
because  I  waa  not  satisfied  with  a  reeolotion  to 
do  nothing.  I  thought  we  ought  to  do  some- 
thing; that  it  was  not  proper  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  ait  as  idle  spectators  of  an  important 
political  transaction,  which  required  l^islativa 
intetferenoe.  I  thoo^t  we  onglit  to  prepare 
for  the  worst  These  were  the  reasons,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which  infinenced  my  conduct  npon  the 
motion  for  striking  out.  But  how  did  we  vote 
on  the  motion  for  agredng  to  the  following 
clause? 

"Holding  it  to  be  their  duty  at  the  snne  tima  ta 
eipre«  iJieir  naaltersble  determinstion  to  ■"*'-tiH 
the  boonduifli,  mod  the  lightt  of  nafigstian  Bad  com- 
merce,  throngh  the  river  MiwJMippi,  sa  TTtsMiihftil 
by  eiiitiiig  treatiet." 

Did  we  refuse  onr  assentt  Bid  we  olyect  to 
a  syllable  cont^ned  in  this  part  of  the  reeolu- 
tionl  Uo,  sir,  the  vcie  was  nnanimona.  Every 
member  of  the  House  standa  pledged  to  snppwt 
the  sentimente  tberdn  tupreaMA.  On  thia  point 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion.  I  at^teal  to 
your  journals,  sir,  and  to  the  rectdlection  ol 
every  gentleman  who  was  on  that  secret  oom- 
mittee.  whether  I  am  not  correct.  It  is  true 
that  there  waa  a  difbrence  trf  opinioD  In  Iht 


resolutltni;  on  one  ride  of  the  Honse  It  appeared 
woper  to  express  great  oonfldesee  in  ttie  preeeBt 
Ezeontive,  and,  leaving  eveiT  thing  to  Uiat  d*- 
partment,  to  do  notb&g  cmv^ee;  whOit  &a 
the  other  ride,  aa  we  did  not  feel  that  CMifidenee^ 
we  could  not  express  it,  end  believing  Ae  oc- 
casion demanded  legi^tive  inteiferoice,  wa 
thought  it  Deoessary  to  nr^are  tor  the  worst. 
How,  then,  can  we  be  cnaiged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Baitdolfh)  with  havii^ 
recorded  onr  aetermination  not  to  protect  the 
rif^ts  and  intereota  of  these  States,  when  oar 
votes,  appearing  on  your  Journal,  not  tnly  jmtva 
onr  nnalteraUe  determination  to  d^taod  ihoaa 
rights^  bnt  likewise  prove  that  w«  were  wiffiog 
to  leave  the  vindicating  of  Ihoee  rights  oitirtly 
to  the  Ezecative,  and  were  eamMt);  dcafaooa 
of  adding  thereto  all  the  ^  which  the  Lqnia- 
tore  oonld  ooatributa,  and  that  we  have  bca 
prevented  f^om  pursuing  thia  oonme  by  the 
gentleman  tr&a  Virginia,  (Hr.  Rawdowb^  and 
his  friends!  I  must  be  pertititted  agaiii  to  ex- 
press my  astonishment  that  the  genuetaaii  <u 
with  any  &oe  make  these  chat^ea,  and  again  to 
^ipeal  to  your  Journal,  and  the  reooDecticB  of 
very  gentleman,  for  a  oootrafGotion  of  tbsse 


ing  to  adc^t  audi 


Not  becansa  we  were  n 
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might  require;  but  beo«ue  we  oonld  not  mno- 
tioD  tboBe  ezpreoeioiu  of  nnboDnded  confideDce 
in  the  Ezeontive,  and  that  detenu  ination  to  do 
DoUaing  which  the  resolution  oontolDed. 

As  another  argument  against  thia  resolntion, 
we  are  told  it  U  oalonlated  to  irritate  and  im- 
pede a  negotiation,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Ur.  Bijidolpb)  has  informed  na  ia 
■boat  to  oommence,  and,  I  most  taj,  abont  to 
oommeDce  at  a  verj  late  period;  after  an  expi- 
ration of  one  year  eiooe  tne  ce^on  of  that  ter- 
ritory to  France.  Let  na  reoni'  to  the  reeoln- 
tion: 

"Simobitd,  That  tha  Preudent  of  the  Cuitad 
State*  be  nqnevtcd  to  direct  the  proper  offloer  to  le; 
befine  this  House  cofdei  of  moh  (rfBcial  docwnenta  u 
bare  been  received  by  tbia  OOTemmeD^  ■DDOoooing 
tbe  ceesion  of  Loniiiaau  to  France,  logetbei  with  a 
leport  eiptainiiig  tlie  glipolatioiu,  circnmstBiioei,  uid 
fXHiditioDe,  midei  which  that  province  ii  to  be  de- 
livered up  ;  onleii  inch  documents  and  reports  will, 
In  the  opinion  of  tlie  FreNdent,  diTnlge  to  the  Home 
peiticalar  tnnsections,  not  prefer  at  thia  tine  to  be 

'  Is  tbia  the  langnaga  of  irritation  I  Is  there 
■n  offenuTe  sentence  either  to -the  Oonrt  of 
Spun  or  the  Bepnblio  of  France  ?  Not  one. 
So  far  from  impeding  negot^tion,  it  might 
lead  to  meaanraa  vliioh  woold  accelerate  the 
agency,  and  enanre  terms  Aiore  adTaotageoiifl. 
To  l>e  ready  for  any  and  erery  event,  wonld 
evince  on  onr  part  a  dispoaitJon  to  demand,  and 
the  power  to  enforce  reparation  if  refosedu  In< 
activity  and  eilenoe  in  the  Legiilatjva  Depart- 
ment will  indeed  retard  SDoceHflil  n^otiation, 
by  depriving  a  Minister  of  powerM  and  on- 
anawerable  argnments. 

Ur.  S.  SuiTH  aud,  it  wonld  be  recolieotet 
that  on  the  first  day  the  reeolation  of  the  gentlt 
man  from  Oonnecticut  was  offered,  it  atmck 
him  aa  improper,  and  that  it  was  at  his  inatanoe 
it  had  tieen  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
more  be  bad  considered  the  nature  of  that  reso- 
IntioD,  the  more  averse  to  it  had  he  beoome. 
80  for  from  his  original  dislike  to  it  having  been 
removed  by  the  ai^piments  advanced,  it  had 
been  confirmed,  and  particnlarly  by  what  bad 
faJlen  from  the  gentleman  ftom  Virginia.  The 
gentleman  from  Oonneotiont  does  not  perceive, 
<^  ia  onwiUing  to  acknowledge,  that  there  is 
any  thing  in  his  reeolation  that  impUee  nnCoir- 
neaa  on  U10  part  of  Spain,  or  that  derog^ice  from 
tite  honor  of  her  oharaoter;  bnt  let  him  read 
the  resolution.    Ifr.  8.  then  read  as  fbllowa ; 

••ThattliePnaidnitor  tbe  Dnited  Stales  be  re- 
qwatad  to  dii«et  tbe  proper  oOoer  to  lay  bo' 
Honae  eopisa  vi  ndi  oikial  dooaments  as  hi 
raoelTed  by  this  OerenuMBt,  ataioandiiK 
rion  of  Tj^iii«t«n«  to  Fianoe,  together  with 
ezpUining  the  stipnladoiis,  ciroDmstances,  and  ooodi- 
tiou  undac  which  tbe  pronuoe  is  to  be  ddivered  up." 

Does  not  the  gentleman  who  drew  thte  reeo- 
lation seem  to  believe,  from  the  express  worda 
of  it,  that  the  oondnot  of  Bpain  has  been  nn- 
UoT,  and  that  she  may  have  adopt«d  measnree 
darogattnry  to  her  chHoater  and  nonor  I    Shall 


[H.0 


we  send  a  Miniater  hampered  by  tnch  a  reso 
hitlont 

Let  the  gentleman  recollect  the  condnct  o{ 
thia  HoDse  cm  a  similar  ocoaaioD.  When  an 
order  of  the  British  Court  Issued  to  eeize  all 
American  veeeels,  wherever  fomid,  certain 
spirited  resolntionawere  proposed  in  tbat  Honse 
to  show  tlie  disaatisfaction  of  the  Oovemment 
at  this  nitjaat  meaanre,  and  its  disposittoD,  if 
necessary,  to  resist  it.  The  gentleman  will  re- 
collect,  that  at  that  criMs,  and  pending  those 
very  reaolntlona,  a  Miniater  woa  appointed.  Did 
not  the  gentleman's  friends  immediately  state 
the  impropriety  of  paasing  those  resolutions  i 
Tbe  &ct  was,  that  gentlemen  on  both  aides  felt 
the  force  of  the  ao^^estion,  and  the  reeolutions 
were  withdrawn.  Mr.  6.  tboeght  it  wise,  pru- 
dent, and  proper,  to  pursue  on  this  occasioD  the 
same  coune.  Ue  could  conceive  of  no  good 
end  which  could  be  answered  by  the  resolntion. 
Is  the  gentleman  really  in  earnest  in  his  inqniriea 
at  this  time  ?  and  if  the  effect  of  hia  resolntion 
ahoald  be  to  ahow  that  the  stipulations  are  in- 
Jnriona  to  onr  rights,  wonld  he  know  bow  to 
actt  Be  would  be  for  aoting  apiritedly,  no 
doubt ;  and  yet,  at  thia  very  moment,  when  he 
professed  snch  a  declaration,  he  declares  to 
the  world,  that  he  baa  no  confidence  in  the  Ex- 
eoative,  who  is  now  porBoing  the  proper  mea- 
BDresI  J  cannot^  therefore,  conceive  that  the 
gentleman  is  in  earnest,  after  the  vote  which  be 
and  his  friends  have  given  c^  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Executive.  I  cannot  consider 
their  conduct  as  intended  to  promote  the  real 
interests  of  their  country ;  bnt  as  calculated  to 
bring  the  oountry  into  a  aitnation  from  which 
it  cannot  withdraw,  iritbont  puranlng  measures 
attended  with  eipenae  and  blood, 

Mr.  BAMixitFH. — I  troBt  ndther  thia  House, 
nor  the  American  people,  can  be  deceived  as  to 
thia  transaction.  What  I  have  stated  the  jonr- 
nala  confirm,  and  I  should  call  for  the  reading 
of  them,  if  I  were  not  infbnned  by  the  Olerk 
that  th^  were  at  the  printer's.  A  resolntion 
paased  uiia  House,  expressing  ita  dlspodtion  to 
assert  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  in  rel»> 
t^on  to  their  estabUahed  limits,  and  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Missi^ppi.  That  resolution  con- 
tained an  expresslcm  of  confidenoe  in  the  Ex- 
eontive.  Gentlemen  moved  to  strike  it  ont  tiA 
fWed.  In  every  other  part  they  concurred, 
separately  and  distinctly.  But  to  the  whole 
they  gave  their  n^^tlve.  What  is  the  infer- 
ence )  "ntat  they  will  not  assert  our  rigjits  be- 
oanse  they  have  no  oonfldeuce  in  the  Executive. 
LikentUstoa  bill;  A  clause  is  moved  to  be 
■triokeoout;  itiaretuced.  Those  who  object 
to  that  dause  vote  against  the  final  passage 
of  the  MIL  It  is  nevertheless  carried;  it  be- 
comea  law.  Are  not  those  who  voted  against 
it  fidrly  to  be  conadered  as  enemies  to  the  law! 
So  have  I  a  right  to  enumerate  that  gentleman 
and  his  friends,  opponents  to  the  measure  which 
I  submitted  to  tlie  House ;  and  yet,  sir,  although 
I  etated  every  feet  mmtioned  by  the  gentleman 
himael^  (Mr.  Gsiewois,)  except  the  flna.  volb, 
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whioh  ho  took  car«  to  k«ep  oat  of  aiglit 
though  I  mentioned  expreesl^  their  cononirenoe 
in  ererv  other  part  of  the  rowlDtion,  It  is  aaked 
with  wW  iioa  I  can  nuke  anoh  a  statemeot  in 
the  teeth  of  your  joarnaUf  Sir,  let  me  teli 
that  gentleman,  not  with  the  &oe  of  a  prerarl- 
tatot,  bat  with  the  ftce  of  ft  man  of  honor  and 
a  gentleman ;  not  with  the  face  of  one  usng 
terras  intended  to  oonve;  more  than  meets 
the  ear,  with  a  view  of  ezpluoing  them 
Bwaj  wneii  oonyenlent ;  not  witb  a  design  of 
dinnl&tiug  what  1  do  not  believe,  or  of  dissem- 
bling mj-  real  purpose.  The  Honse  will  recol- 
lect, sir,  that  in  the  oommittee,  the  ottjeotion 
of  the  eentleman  from  Ooonectiont  was  con- 
fined namj  to  the  ezpreasion  of  confidence  in 
the  ExecatiTe,  there  was  then  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  there  waa  any  other.  After  pro- 
testing against  this  eipresuon,  and  Buffering  it 
even  to  prevent  his  oonom^renoa  in  any  measnree 
for  the  common  good,  he  oomea  forward  with 
another  reeidatioD,  whether  to  benefit  that  caase 
which  be  has  reftised  to  espouse,  or  to  diminish 
that  confidence  whioh  mpears  so  ipuoh  to  have 
diBturtied  him,  I  leave  the  House  to  determine. 
But  Louisiana  is  ceded  to  France.  It  is  so.  Of 
thia  fact  we  have  offldal  infbrmstion.  Bat  let  it 
be  remembered  that  it  is  jet  in  the  hands  of  Spain. 
The  ii^ory  which  we  have  roodvod  is  itoai  of- 
ficers of  that  Crown.  The  reparatdon  is  to  be  de- 
manded from  the  same  qnarter.  Now  what  has 
the  inibrmation  desired  by  gentlemen  to  do  with 
any  such  negotiation  t  When  France  sbsU  Itave 
token  possession  of  this  province;  when  she 
shall  have  made  pretenuons  inconsistent  with 
onr  honor,  or  witli  onr  rights  in  that  quarter, 
then  will  it  be  time  enongh  to  take  np  this  sab- 
Ject.  This  is  a  transaction,  wMch,  if  it  ever  does 
take  place,  mnst  naae  under  the  immediate  cogni- 
unoe  and  control  of  ttiis  Eonse.  Let  gentlemen 
recollect  that  the  treaty  of  cession  is  of  an  old 
date,  and  Louisiana  ia,  notwithstanding,  still  in 
thepoeseesion  of  Spain.  Shell  we  then  suggest 
to  France  onr  expectation  that  she  will  set  up  a 
daim  inconsistent  with  our  rights;  that  she 
may  have  received  a  colorable  pretence  for  vio- 
la^i^  themt  Shall  we  thereSv  Invite  her  ag- 
gressions? In  whatever  haoda  tliis  country 
may  be  eventoally  placed,  or  by  whomsoever 
OQT  rights  may  be  invaded,  I  donbt  not  a  dis- 
TMwdtion  will  always  be  found  to  defend  them. 
Bat  it  is  with  tiie  Hctnal  poeeesson  that  we 
must  negotiate;  it  ia  ftvim  them  we  most  de- 
mand redress,  and  not  from  any  iiation  who 
may  possess  a  revernonaty  ri^t  to  liie  province 
of  Xooiaians. 

Mr.  B^oos'  said  that  there  was  one  qnestion 
before  the  Hoose,  and  they  were  detiating  npon 
another,  in  an  animated  manner  and  on  on  ez- 
tendve  scale,  before  they  oome  to  it.  It  would 
be  recollected,  he  hop«d,  that  tbilB  question 
was  not  then  before  the  House.  To  what 
EKrint,  therefore,  conld  these  diacnssions  lead! 
Be  WM  for  going  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
ITliole,  and  meeting  the  reeolntion  &oe  to  face. 

U>.  Sana  sdd  aai  the  obMrTati<»is  of  the 


gentleman  from  Haasachiuetta  wonld  be  ow 
reot,  were  it  not  for  the  ot^jectiuiB  mode  to  tba 
reeolntioo.  That  qnestion  is,  therefore,  £urly 
before  the  House;  and  the  real  point  i^ 
whether  the  House  wilL  or  will  not,  odt^t  the 
resolnUon  reqaesting  infomuttioa  To  adopting 
this  reedntitm,  one  oljection  is  urged  by  the 
gentleman  tram  Virgima,  and  enforced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  This  resolatioii,  say 
Uiey,  may  irritate  the  Court  of  ^wio,  and  thia 
will  be  improper.  One  gentleman  has  said  that 
the  longnoge  of  propriety  is  onifbnn  and  oon- 
sistenL  Let  gentlemen  look  then  at  the  rcao- 
Intlon  long  sinoe  ofibred  by  the  gNitleowii  from 
Virginia,  reqoeeting  papers  In  rdalioD  to  A  tm>> 
lation  of  oompaot  on  the  port  <rf  &>ua  in  tfa« 
late  proceedings  at  New  Orieani.  Let  me  a^ 
is  there  any  thing  in  this  calculated  to  gratify 
the  courtly  ddicacy  of  a  Castilian)  Eer« 
Spain  is  explicitly  charged  with  a  violation  of 
her  engagement  with  na.  Look  at  the  reaolo* 
tion  that  took  its  birth  in  secret  oonunittee,  and 
which  might  be  termed  the  ofikprtng  of  the  in< 
tellectuol  energlea  of  the  gentleman  trmn  Vir- 
ginia. It  is  willing  to  ascribe  this  breach  of 
oompact  to  the  UDantborized  misoondaot  of  cer- 
tain individuals,  rather  than  to  a  want  of  good 
Mth  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic  U^estf.  If 
tliis  were  not  the  style  of  direct  complaint,  it 
was,  at  least,  harsl^  and  in  do  wise  conruy. 
Look  now  at  the  resolution  pr<n>08ed  by  mycol- 
leogne.  Oompar«  them,  ana  if  there  b  not  k 
revolntion  in  the  force  of  language  as  well  u 
in  other  things^  sa;^  if  the  language  of  my  col- 
league's reeolntion  is  not  that  of  dvility,  mod- 
eration, and  even  fiattery,  compared  with  the 
langDOge  of  the  other  two  t 

[Mr.  Daba.  having  read  Ur.  Gbibwold's  reso- 
lution proceeded.] 

What  is  there  nere  that  implicates  th«  dwr- 
act«r  of  Spain !  If  there  is  aoy  fiiiilt  in  men- 
tioning the  ceedoD,  if  that  ia  calculated  to  irri- 
tate Spain,  the  fttnit  lies  with  the  President :  for 
he  first  mentioned  it  This  argument,  tlien, 
mnst  be  abandoned.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
resolution  that  can  impede  negotiatjom;  it  it 
not  my  intention  that  this  House  should  take 
any  measuree  to  imped&  but  that  we  ahoald 
take  measures  to  give  additional  fbroe  to  n^o- 
tiation.  If  I  understand  what  will  give  most 
efficacy  to  Executive  negotiatioas,  it  is  when 
the  world  are  aaeored  that  this  House  wiU  sop- 
port  the  President  in  all  [miper  and  i 


vindicating  the  rights  of  the  citizens  wfa«i  we 
have  withdrawn  our  confidence  ftam  the  Ex- 
ecutive t  It  is  true  we  conld  not  agree  with 
gentlemen  in  their  terms  when  they  avowed 
"  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  vigilance  and  wis- 
dom of  the  Eieontive."  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  repreeented  this  >s  the  thec«T  of  the 
Oovemment  We  oould  not  agree  whh  him. 
We  voted  fat  striking  this  ont.  It  ia  nnnecca- 
saiy  to  mention  onr  motives  for  this  in  d^aiL 
This  might  be  to  imitats.    Wbotl    *'t«^yiog 
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with  perfect  oonfldenoe  in  the  EzecntiTe  " — is 
thia  tb«  langtiage  of  the  oonstitation,  as  It  re- 
HMota  BUT  man  I  The  resolntion  do«e  not  limit 
toe  oonfidenoe  reposed  to  anj  degree,  bnt  as- 
cribee  a  perfection  of  wisdom  and  vigor,  wliicli 
onght  not  to  be  reposed  in  anv  being  stbject 
to  the  ordinary  frailties  of  boman  nature. 
SeMdea,  there  ia  an  eipresdon  of  confidenoe 
reenhing  from  the  oonstitnlioiial  powers  of  the 
EzeontiTe,  which  mav  be  correct.  Bnt  it  will 
be  recollected  that  tne  powers  of  the  Ezeon- 
tiv«  an  not  oompetent  to  olterior  meaaoree. 
He  baa  only  the  power  of  negotiation ;  he  has 
ao  other.  Though  he  may  prevent  an  ag- 
grenion  hj  emplojing  fbrce,  tie  cannot'  enforee 
oompensalion  for  ii^nriee  received.  It  was, 
therefora  improper  to  agree  to  a  resolntion 
that  pledged  onrselvea  to  abetun  from  doing 
■or  thing. 

The  aUiuion  to  the  ease  with  Great  Brit^ 
■was  not  correct.  Will  it  be  a^d  that  leee  rac- 
eesi  attended  the  metaurw  of  onr  negotiation 
then,  because  the  Eonae  manifested  a  disposition 
to  adopt  spirited  measnrest  Or,  that  there 
were  in  that  case  no  measorea  adopted  t  Meae- 
UTce  were  adopted.  Bat  here,  not  a  tingle 
meaanre  had  been. 

Hr.  R&KDOLPH  B^d  It  waa  extremely  p^fbl 
to  him  to  be  obliged  so  crften  to  expliun  what 
^meared  to  him  altiost  self-evident.  Thejonr- 
nua  have  been  qaoted,  sir,  to  show  that  I  haTe 
oast  an  imputation  on  the  Spanish  Conrt  more 
iniHriona  ttian  that  contuned  in  the  resolntion 
of  the  gentlenum  from  Connectiont  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  decision  of  the  question 
iH^re  na  ahonld  depend  upon  that  fact  The 
neolation,  rir,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  snhmit 
to  yoo,  nioke  of  a  fiwt  notorious  to  the  whole 
irtnld,  of  B  breach  of  oompaot,  of  a  violation 
tS  trra^,  oa  the  part  of  Spun,  which  coold  be 
sdtlier  denied  nor  jastjfled.  It  contdned  an 
fnqniiy  into  thia  oironmatance,  and,  information 
^vlng  been  received  reqwoting  it,  was  followed 
by  a  dedaraticm  of  onr  wUlingneea  to  ascribe  it 
to  tlie  DDsnthorlzed  misconduct  of  their  agents 
rather  than  to  the  Oonrt  of  Spain.  The  reso- 
hrUon  of  the  gentleroan  frmn  Oonneotiont  im- 
[^ee  a  ttct  hiKnly  dishonorable  to  the  Spanish 
nation — that  uie  Government,  and  not  sabordi- 
nate,  raunUiorized  persons,  has  secretly  entered 
Into  atipnlatioM  npngnant  to  its  engagements 
irith  ns.  Pnt  the  ease  between  two  individaals; 
anppose  a  gentleniBn  of  this  Eoose  to  receive 
an  injury  from  either  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Oonnectiont.  In  an  open  and  manly  manner 
he  speaks  of  thia  injnry,  and  in  undignified 
tenua  of  reeentment.  Be  Inqnirea  into  it; 
having  fonnd  that  it  was  the  act  of  a  snbordi- 
nate  agcmt,  and,  no  proof  being  exhibited  that 
It  waa  at  the  instigation  of  the  principal,  he 
fra^y  mjti  There  is  a  violation  on  yonr  part 
of  jonr  oigagementa  with  me,  bnt  I  am  willing 
to  ascribe  it  to  the  nnanthorized  miscondnct 
at  yonr  agent.  On  the  contrary,  sappoae  him 
to  insinnate  strongly  that  his  opponent  has  co- 
vanly  taken  atepa  to  i^jore  him  by  treaoberonsly 


entering  into  engagements  incompatible  with 
those  previondy  made  with  him.  Sir,  that 
honor  which  wonld  feel  itself  wonnded  by  the 
first  of  these  proceedinga,  while  it  was  insensL' 
hie  to  the  other,  ia  very  little  allied  to  ttie  Oas> 

But,  nr,  it  seems  tliat  this  anfortnnate  resoln- 
tion betrays  so  entire  an  ignorance  of  the  dis- 
trlbotion  of  the  powers  of  onr  Oovemment 
as  to  clothe  the  Exeontive  with  an  anthority 
not  only  not  devolved  npon  it  by  the  constitn- 
tion,  bnt  which  is  the  pecnliar  province  of  this 
and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legifilatnre.  The 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dana)  denies  the  power  of  the 
Exeontive  to  redress  iqjnriea  received  fWim  for- 
eign nations.  He  resolution,  however,  speaka 
omy  of  a  dispoeition  to  redress  thoee  injuries. 
Bnt  let  ns  examine  into  the  foot.  Have  I,  in- 
deed, so  far  mistaken,  and,  coi.trary  to  my  own 
avowed  principles,  am  so  disposed  to  angment 
the  Executive  powers  at  the  expense  of  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government  t  Sap- 
pose,  on  the  representations  of  the  Executive 
to  the  Court,  of  Spain,  that  Conrt,  which  ia 
more  than  probable,  ahonld  restore  the  rishts 
of  navigation  and  deposit,  disavow  the  condnct 
of  their  officers  in  violating  those  rights,  and 
moreover,  pnnish  them  for  it)  Would  any 
person  deny  that,  throngh  the  agency  of  the 
Execntivo,  conatitntionally  exercised,  the  injury 
was  redressed  t  There  were  other  criticisms  of 
the  gentieman  which  I  well  remember,  and  to 
which  he  seems  willing  to  call  the  recollection 
of  the  House.  They  were  chiefly  of  a  verbal 
natnre.  The  ^ntleman  otijected  to  the  expres- 
sion "  vindicatmB  Qua  injuries,"  which  he  con. 
tended  implied  the  jostifying,  and  not  the  re- 
dressing, of  them,  I  could  only  reply,  that  I 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing  that  word  used 
in  the  sense  in  which  I  applied  it  as  wdl  as  in 
that  contended  for  by  the  gentieman.  That  the 
meaning  of  terms  in  our  copious  and  flexible 
Iflogange  shoald  not  be  settied  hy  provincial  ac- 
ceptation ;  and  that  by  the  only  authority  then 
accessible  to  oa  (knowing  the  disposition  of  the 
gentleman  to  bow  to  autuority)  it  was  decided 
that  the  word  "  viudicate  "  extended  as  well  to 
the  avenging  of  an  Injury  as  to  the  assertion  of 
a  right  I  am,  however,  willing  to  confess  that 
I  have  never  attended  to  the  t^hnical  stracture 
of  language  with  a  precision  so  minnte  as  that 
of  the  gentleman  fi«m  Connecticnt;  and  if  the 
House  are  again  to  go  to  school  to  become  ac- 
qnwnted  with  it,  if  again  we  are  to  be  subject- 


gentleman  from  Oonnecticnt. 

When  the  resolution  which  I  submitted  to  yon 
was  nnder  oondderation,  I  did  defend  the  ex- 
prestdon  contained  in  it,  of  confidence  in  the 
Executive,  on  the  theory  of  our  GoveramenL 
I  am  still  ready  to  defend  it  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  Executive  is  the  representative  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States  to  foreign  nations.  It  is  fbmisbed 
with  organs  by  which  to  reo^ve  their  proposi- 
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tione,  and  to  comrannieato  onr  own.  Th«  oon- 
BtltnnoD,  therefore,  pTesnmw  that  to  this  dejMrtr 
ment  may  be  entirely  oooflded  our  negotiations 
with  foreign  States.  To  this  Eoose  is  given 
the  Bolo  power  to  originate  money  bills,  and  tbe 
oonstitation  snpposee  that  a  perfect  relianoe 
may  be  had  npon  it  tor  execntjng  this  aU-im- 
portnnt  tmst  On  tlie  Benats,  in  like  man- 
ner, is  devolved  the  ririit  of  trying  impeaoh- 
ments,  and  perfect  conndence  is  placed  in  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  their  decision.  The  sami: 
confidence  is  reposed  in  the  ZiecDtive  wiUi  re- 
speot  to  exterior  relations.  Vitbont  adverting, 
therefore,  to  the  character  of  the  indlvidnal,  we 
had  the  same  right  to  preanme  that  the  oonsti- 
tnted  authority  wonid  take  the  proper  steps  in 
relation  to  his  department,  that  he  has  to  pre- 
snme  that  we  will  r^se  the  necessary  revenue 
and  pass  the  proper  laws.  Until,  then,  it  coold 
be  shown  that  some  spaoflc  act  of  the  Eiecn- 
tive  had  rendered  that  department  nnworthy 
of  onr  confidence,  we  might  consistently  ex- 
press it :  and,  even  if  proof  of  snoh  miscondnot 
conld  be  established,  it  wonld  not  alter  the  ten- 
or of  the  constitntion,  however  the  individnal 
.  might  be  affected  by  it.  For  yonr  oonstitadon, 
tir,  is  not  of  that  precarious  nature  which  de- 
pends on  the  fluctuating  characters  of  partion- 
ur  men.  Hr.  R.  condnded  by  declaring  his  re- 
luctance, then  increased  by  indispoeitioD,  to  be 
BO  frequently  called  npon  the  floor,  bnt  he  felt 
himself  in  Donor  bonnd  to  defend  a  motion 
made  by  himself  and  which  had  called  forth 
snch  repeated  animadvertions  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House. 

■  Mr.  GooDiBD.— ^The  gentleman  from  Vii^- 
nia  (Ur.  RunmLFn)  has  compMned  so  mnoh  of 
the  objections  to  which  his  aon-et  reeolnlion 
was  exposed,  that  I  feel  myself  called  opon  to 
sustain  a  part  of  tiiat  complaint  which  be  has 
seen  fit  to  place  to  the  accoont  of  my  colleague. 
The  motion,  sir,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  Tin- 
dioatiug,"  which  gave  the  gentleman  the  tron- 
ble  of  producing  his  pocket  dictionary,  came 
fhim  me.  He  attempted  to  show,  by  the  au- 
thority of  his  dictionary,  that  the  word  is  some- 
times need  to  signify  rev«ng».  Admitting  it,  I 
asked  then,  and  I  ask  now,  with  what  proprie^ 
It  could  be  nsed,  even  In  that  sense^  in  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  t  We  were  then  speaking  of 
measores  which  had  befbre  that  time  been 
taken  by  the  President,  regarding  the  sabject 
to  which  the  resolation  referred.  Were  we  to 
enppoae  that  the  President  had  already  taken 
measures  to  reeenge  the  ii\]nries  of  the  United 
States !  I  had  heard  of  no  such  intimation. 
Beddes,  has  he  tlie  power  to  do  so,  in  the  man- 
ner then  suggested  by  the  gentieman  from  Vir- 
ginia by  taking  possession  of  New  Orleans  ?  I 
Relieve  not,  withont  the  ooncurrenoe  of  Oon- 
It  was  therefbre  absurd,  in  the  highest 
e  the  expreesion  in  that  resolation ; 
and  we  had  more  than  one  reason  for  strik- 
ing out  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  oon- 
t^ned  it 
Bat  this,  as  mD  as  ereiy  other  word  snd  l«t- 
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ler  of  this  favorite  reeolntion,  was  pertinadoudy 
adhered  ta  The  gentleman  who  tmavA  Uio 
reeolation  seemed  determined  to  OMnpel  na  to 
enlogiie  the  President — to  extort  from  ns  a 
little  praise  of  tA«  miai — or  rednoe  ns  to  the  ne- 
ceerity  of  voting  gainst  the  principle  of  the  re- 
solution, which  asserted  Our  ririit  to  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Missismppi.  This  part  of  the 
resolution  could  have  lieoi  introduced  for  do 
other  prnpose.  It  also  called  npon  ns  to  pledge 
ourselves  to  w^t  the  issue  of  sach  measores  as 
the  Preddent  mig^t  have  tak«ii,  withont  any 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  those  meaaurcs,  u 
any  had  heen  taken.  And  this,  the  gentleman 
(Ur.  Sahdolph)  now  tells  ns,  we  might  wc^ 
enough  have  done,  on  the  ground  of  the  tkeary 
HfmiT  Oovemmtnt.  I  did  not  know,  sir,  that 
it  belonged  to  the  theory  of  Goverunent  to  eu- 
logize the  Pre»dent  on  all  occasions,  <x  express 
a  confidence  we  do  not  feel.  Nor  does  it  make 
a  part  of  the  theory  of  onr  Oovemiaent,  that 
the  President,  withont  the  oononrrenoe  of  Con- 
^«ss,  should  avenge  the  ipjnries  of  the  oonnuy. 
But,  sir,  we  determined  not  to  eipreea  a  confi- 
dence we  did  not  feel,  or  vote  against  the  i»in- 
ciple  of  a  resolation  which  was  agreeable  to  b»  ; 
and  the  mles  of  the  House,  notwithstandii^  all 
the  efforts  to  the  contrary,  protected  us  in  car- 
rying that  determination  into  effect.  We  re- 
corded oar  Totca  in  favor  of  snch  parte  of  the 
resolution  as  we  liked,  and  against  that  whkfa 
we  deemed  exceptionable  ;  and  the  final  vote 
which  was  given  upon  the  whole  rosolntiMt 
was  snffioienUy  eipl^ned  by  those  upon  its  dif- 
ferent parte.  Bu^  sir,  because  we  did  not  vote 
that  we  had  "  perfect  confidence  "  in  the  Exa- 
ODttve,  are  we  now  to  be  told  that  we  are  not 
entitled  to  the  infi>miation  called  for  by  the  re- 
aotntion  on  yonr  tablet  Are  thom  who  do  not 
express  entire  qiprohation  of  all  the  meMorc* 
of  the  Administnddon  to  be  reftased  all  infonna- 
tion  respecting  tite  moat  important  iatenato  of 
the  country? 

Another  oMectiim  is  rdaed  to  agreeing  to  this 
resolution.  Qentlemem  say  it  wul  ofieod  fiw>> 
eign  nations.  What  doee  the  reeohitioa  call 
for  t  It  calls  for  infbrmation  of  a  /act  wlu^ 
we  are  told  in  the  Premdent's  Kessage  exiata. 
Lonislana,  says  the  Presideut,  has  been  ceded  by 
Spain  to  France.  We  ask  for  such  dowunenta 
as  he  may  posseee  in  evidence  of  that  &oC  Wa 
wish  to  Kuow  the  terms  and  oonditiona  npon 
which  that  province  is  to  be  deHvered  np^ 
When  this  is  asked,  by  the  resolntion  on  yonr 
table,  the  right  is  at  the  same  time  reserved  to 
tiie  President  to  withhold  sooh  parts  of  it  ^ 
anj  such  there  be)  aa,  m  Ah  mwimh,  ought  not 
to  be  communicated.  And  the  paasaoe  of  ^s 
reeolation  is  to  otSaai  f^oe  or  Spain  I  For 
fear  of  a^imdinff  fi^reign  nations  we  are  not  to 
know  what  is  correlative  ritaatkn  wtdi 
snch  nations  t  If^  sir,  we  hold  this  lai^^tn^i^ 
we  may  indeed  avoid  the  anfor  of  fordgn  na- 
tions, bat  we  shall  merit  thrir  eemtem^l.  Bnt 
when,  In  answer  to  the  anggesthxi  that  wa  nay 
oStaid  Spain,  the  gentlanian  from  Virginiaia  ra- 
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minded  of  hia  reeolntion,  whloh  charges  Spain 
directly  with  a  Tiolatios  of  treaty,  be  replies 
that  tbis  laogaage  is  palliated  by  our  aaying 
that  we  are  "  willbg  to  ascribe  thw  Tiolation 
to  the  ananthorized  oondnct  of  cert^n  indivi- 
duals rather  than  to  the  want  of  good  faith  on 
the  port  of  His  Oatholio  Ui^efit;."  But,  in 
making  out  this  apologf^,  the  gentleman  has 
Uendea  two  reaolatdons  together.  The  one  to 
Tbioh  mj  oolleagne  refeired  pawed  early  in 
tha  (ession.  In  that^  Spain  waa  charged  dl' 
raotly  with  a  violation  of  treaty.  Sothing  wai 
then  nid  abont  onanthorized  conduct  of  Indi- 
Tidoale.  Tbia  r^ctanoe  at  charging  Bpun 
irith  thia  Tiolation  of  treaty  was  not  exprraaed 
until  a  long  time  after,  and  is  found  in  the  reeo- 
lntion which  pawed  in  secret.  Indeed,  this,  as 
well  as  all  the  Directions  which  bare  been  of- 
fered to  the  passage  of  the  reaolntitst  on  your 
table,  appear  to  me  eqaally  falladoua. 

Mr.  HnsEB  Mid,  uiat  baTing,  on  a  former 
oooasion,  had  an  opportunity  of  delivering  his 
Motimenta  in  &vor  of  the  present  ree(^tion. 


menta,  aswereinposMsrionof  the  Qovemment, 
reUtiveto  theoemonof  LoniHsnatoFraiiae,'' 
he  fett  no  diqmsition  to  enter  at  this  time  Into 
a  fhrther  disnusion  of  the  merits  of  that  reao- 
Intkin,  nor  should  he  have  again  troabled  the 
House  oa  the  snltjeot,  but  for  the  assertion  k- 
peated  more  than  onoe  by  the  gentleraao  firom 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Rahdou^,)  that  those  gentle- 
mw  who  thought  and  voted  with  himself  in  the 
Moret  aotnmittee,  had  reocwded,  on  the  journals 
of  the  House,  their  solemn  detNToiaalaon  (how- 
ever aendbly  th^  might  feel  the  injuries  in- 
flicted on  the  rights  and  interests  of  these  States) 
to  r^bae  all  oo-<q>wation  in  support  of  those 
rights  and  interests  so  long  as  the  direction  of 
the  Govoiunent  shonld  remain  ia  the  hands  of 
the  [veaent  (^W  Magistrate.  This  imputation 
had  already,  It  was  true,  been  vary  properly  re- 
pelled by  hiaftiend  from  Ooniteetictit,  and  it  had 
been  ttiom^iantly  shown  fitmi  th»  joumala 
themselves,  with  how  Uttle  Jostioe  the  insinti*- 
ti<m  bod  been  made  og^nst  those  who  agreed 
and  voted  with  him  on  tiie  different  parte  of  the 
reeolation  hrtely  adopted  in  the  seeret  eom- 
mittee.  Hie  graUemon  trom  'Vli^iinia  bad, 
nevertheless,  thongbt  proper  again  to  make  the 
assertion;  Mr.  E.  most,  therefore^  beg  leave 
M^  to  meet  it,  and  to  declare  that  it  was  nei- 
ther Mithorized  by  a  fiur  eonstruotioa  of  tbe 
different  votes  given  on  the  occasion  by  yeaa 


which  had  &llen  in  debate  dther  from  himself 
or  any  of  hts  politiiial  ftiends.  The  very  con- 
trary, continued  Ur.  E.,  is  in  trath  the  ioct; 
«id  bad  ti^  reaolution  in  qnesljon  been  debated 
with  open  dows,  it  would  have  been  very  evi- 
d«it  to  every  one,  that  the  utmost  pains  had 
been  taken  by  the  other  side  of  the  House  to 
place  ns  in  tins  very  predicament,  and  by  avul- 
hig  tiiemselve*  of  a  point  of  order,  to  oblige  us 
by  oor  Totes,  not  only  to  declare  an  implioit 


and  entire  confidence  in  the  present  Chief  Ifiv- 
gistrate,  but  to  tie  np  our  bands  md  bind  oDr> 
selves  not  to  take  a  sm^e  step  in  this  important 
business  imtil  'the  Ssecutive  was  graciously 

C'  »a£ed  to  authorize  us  to  do  so.  If  the  doors 
d  been  allowed,  I  say,  to  rem^n  open  dnring 
the  debate,  it  would  have  been  evident  to  every 
one  how  much  puns  were  taken  to  oblige  ib  t« 
commit  onrselvee  on  these  two  points,  or  to  snl>- 
mit  to  be  presented  to  the  wond  as  unwilling 
to  co-operate  in  any  way  in  the  support  of  the 
just  rights  of  the  nation,  and  be  deprived  of  an 
oi^MTtunity  of  showing,  aa  we  were  onzioiu  to 
dO)  our  approbatirak  o^  and  conoarrence  In, 
Other  parts  of  the  reeolntion ;  the  last  sentence 
in  partienlar,  which  holds  forth  our  nnslterable 
determination  to  maintain,  in  every  event,  the 
boondariee  and  right  of  eommeroe  and  naviga- 
tion through  the  MiBsisrippi,  as  established  oy 
existing  treatjee.  Fortunately,  however,  the 
point  of  order  was  determined  in  our  bvor, 
and  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to  show,  and 
did  aotoally  show,  by  onr  votes,  in  the  moot 
nnequivooal  manner,  that  we  were,  as  wdl  aa 
our  pcditiool  opponents,  deindedly  in  favor  of 
every  other  part  of  the  resolution,  save  Mily 
that  which  called  on  us  so  unnecesaarily  to  de- 
clare ourselves  the  blind  and  passive  tools  of 
the  Eieontive.  Jfayj  more,  he  recolleoted  to 
have  declared  himself  again  and.  again,  in  the 
coarse  of  the  debate,  that,  sltboogb  he  waa  not 
wining  at  the  present  moment  unnecessarily  to 
express  on  entire  and  implidt  confidence  in  the 
political  Infallibility  of  the  Executive,  yet  he 
certainly  bad  not  the  smalleet  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  he  was  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  on 
the  other  side,  to  devote  his  life  and  fortune, 
evNi  under  the  auspices  of  the  present  Chia 
Magistrate,  to  the  defence  of  oi 


warm  and  enthusiaatic  dev^fees  of  the  present 
Administration,  and  he  must  honeetiy  a^now- 
ledge  that  he  snould  greatly  prefer  seeing  the 
reins  <tf  Government,  at  this  critical  juncture^ 
in  the  hands  of  a  WABBtaatos  I  He,  nevertbe- 
leas,  recollected  that  the  present  Chief  M^^ 
trate  was  placed  at  the  head  of  affairs  by  the 
ocAstitntional  voice  of  the  majority  of  the 
American  people.  He  aoqoiesceo,  therefore,  in 
their  deciuon,  and  hoped  he  might  be  permitted 
to  avail  himself  of  the  advantage  of  having  the  ' 
doors  now  open,  to  repeat  again,  in  the  most 
unequivocal  language,  that  he  wss  as  ready  ss 
any  of  the  most  devoted  friends  of  the  Admin- 
istiation,  to  risk  hia  life  and  his  oil,  (even  nnder 
its  auspices,)  in  asserting  the  rights  and  vindi- 
cating the  injuries  of  the  United  States. 

He  wss  the  more  anxioaa  to  make  a  pnblio  • 
and  open  avowal  of  his  sentiments  on  this  snb- 
Ject,  because,  although  it  might  suit  the  party 
purposea  for  the  moment  to  hold  up  one  side 
□f  tiie  House,  as  so  forgetful  of  their  duty,  and 
so  hurried  away  by  their  poliUoal  zeal,  as  t« 
pledge  themselves  in  the  face  of  the  world,  to 
give  up  the  most  important  righia  (tf  the  natioa 
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without  B  Btrnggle,  rather  than  oo-operate  with 
tiiose  now  at  the  )iud  of  afi&ira  in  gopport  of 
thwi,  jet  be  thoaght  it  sU-importftnt  that  for- 
eign nations  at  least  should  be  convinced  the 
&oC  was  not  BO ;  and  that  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  may  exist  amongst  ua  with  respect 
to  om*  local  politics,  when  called  upon  to  meet 
«nd  repel  the  encroaohmente  of  Bn^  foreign 
power,  we  would  have  but  one  Beotunent  on 
the  enbjecL  To  bring  about,  indeed,  a  nnani- 
mouB  vote  and  present  to  the  American  people 
the  agreeable  and  consoling  spectaole  of  the 
National  Legislatm«  aotlng  with  one  mind 
and  with  mutnsl  confidence  in  esob  other  on 
(his  great  national  qneBtion,  big  with  snch  im- 
portant oonsequenees,  bad  been  bis  ^cere 
wish,  as  well  as  that,  he  waa  confident,  of 
everj  meni|}er  on  his  side  of  the  House.  Tbey 
had,  consequently,  left  do  stone  ontumed  to 
effect  the  deairable  end:  tbej  bad  called  npon 
and  conjured  the  m^ority  to  waive  for  the  mo- 
ment all  party  questions ;  to  meet  them  on  such 
&ir  and  honorable  grounds  as  niigbt  enable 
them  to  act  with  perfect  unanimity  In  support 
of  snch  measnres,  as  it  might  be  found  expedient 
to  adopt.  Nor  could  gentlemen  have  forgotten 
the  doquent  and  conciliating  speeob  of  the 
member  fttim  Connecticnt,  and  llie  ardent  de- 
rire  he  bad  evinced,  in  common  with  all  bis 
friends,  to  bury  the  hatchet  and  lay  a«de  every 
oUier  consideration  bnt  the  pabUc  good.  It 
was  scarcely  necessary,  however,  to  remind  the 
House  of  the  manner  in  which  these  proffers  of 
conciliation  .and  the  aoxiety  on  onr  part  to  ob- 
tdn  a  nnanlmons  vote  on  tiiis  important  oooa- 
^ou  were  received.  It  is  in  the  memory  of 
every  one,  tbat  they  were  treated  with  tlie 
most  sovereign  contempt,  booted  and  spnmed 
at,  and  the  gentlemsm  frran  Virginia,  Qtr.  Ras- 
DOLFS,)  in  partionlsr,  w«nt  so  (iur  as  to  declare^ 
that  be  neither  wanted  nor  wished  any  thing 
like  unanimity  to  appear  in  sapport  of  the  mea- 
■ures  which  might  be  adopted ;  nsy,  that  unani- 
mity, however  attainable,  was  not  deorable. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  would  make  no  comment  on 
these  sentiments  and  this  oondaot  on  the  part 
of  tbe  mqjority ;  and  as  he  did  not  rise  for  tixe 
purpose  of  entering  into  a  fbrtbet  discngsion  of 
the  main  question,  he  ahonld  no  longer  en- 
croach on  the  time  or  patience  of  tbe  House, 
but  leave  them  and  tbe  world  to  determine 
whether  be  or  his  political  friends  had,  by 
thur  roles  or  condnct,  in  the  coarse  of  tbe 
transaction  alladed  to,  afforded  any  Just  ground 
for  the  imputation  of  the  gentleman-from  Vir- 
ginia, whatever  pUosibility  he  had  ingeniously 
endeavored  to  give  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  requira- 
,  tion  of  Mr.  Ghiswdld,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
carried  in  the  negative— yeas  88,  nays  53,  as 
follows : 

Yeu. — Jnba  Arcfaer,  John  Bacon,  Jsmu  A.  Bay- 
ard, Fhanual  Blihop,  John  Cumplwll,  ThomM  Clu- 
borne,  Uaiuumh  Catlcr,  Sunnel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  John  Dennis,  Abiel  Foctar,  CbItIi]  Qod- 
daid,  BogBi  Grinr^  WilUam  Ban^  Qiove,  Jotnt 


Hemphill,  Archibald  HBodcnuo,  WiDialn  H.  HiP. 
Benjamin  Hnger,  Samoel  Hunt,  Thomas  Lownde^ 
Ebeneaer  Matoon,  Leiris  B.  ManU  CUu  Peridni, 
Thomu  PUter,  Nathan  Read,  Jaha  Bntledge,  JiJiM 
C.  Smitli,  John  Stanlev,  John  Stratton,  Sainiwl 
Tenoey,  Samuel  Thatcher,  Thonu  Tmii«ha*t, 
Georn  B.  Upham,  Joaeph  B.  Vamom,  KiQian  E, 
Van  Kenaelaer,  Pah^  Wadnnnth,  Lamoal  WQUam^ 
and  Hauy  Wmda. 

Natb.— Willis  Altfm,  Theodonu  BaOey,  Sidard 
Bient,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bailer,  Matthew 
Civ,  ■I'^  Ciatiton,  J<^  Coudit,  RUiatd  Coin, 
Thomai  T.  Davii,  John  Davum.  William  Di<^KM>, 
Peter  Early,  Lncai  ElmoDdoiph,  Ebencnr  flfaiier, 
WilliaiQ  Enitis,  Edwin  Gny,  Andnw  Gren^  Jolm 
A  Hanna,  Daniel  Bd>t«r,  Jomb  BtiMer,  WDUaia 
Helms,  William  Hoge,  Jame>  Hnland,  David  Hidmea, 
George  Jackson,  Uichael  Leib,  David  Ueriwedur, 
Samnel  L.  Mitebill,  Thomai  Hooia,  Anthtmj  New, 
Tbomaa  Newton,  jr.,  Joi^  H.  NIeholKn,  J^ax 
Randolph,  jr.,  John  Smilie,  Israel  Smhh,  Joha 
Smith,  (of  New  York,)  Jouih  Smith,  Samuel  ^nitii, 
Hennr  Southard,  Biehard  Stanfivd,  Jonpfa  Staoton, 
jr.,  JokD  Stewart,  John  Taliafarm,  Jr.,  David  ^ont- 
■1,  Philip  R.  TbompeoB,  Abrun  Trigg,  John  'nigb 
Pbi%  Vui  Cortland^  John  P.  Van 3^  laaae  VZ 
Hwne,  and  Thomai  Wymu. 

Mr.  8.  Burrs  said  he  bad  a  communication  to 


After  a  short  time  tbey  were  opened ;  when 
the  Honse  restimed  tbe  consideration  of  Hr. 
Gbibwold's  resolution  which  lay  on  tlie  t*bl». 

OriUired,  That  tbe  Committee  of  the  whc4e 
House,  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  to  whom 
was  refored,  on  the  fifth  instant,  a  motioa  r»- 
speotiug  official  information  of  the  oeMion  of 
LcmiMma  to  Frsnoe,  be  disdiarged  bom  the 
con^deration  thereof;  and  that  tJie  said  motioD 
do  lie  OD  tbe  table. 

Ur.  Batakd  said  I 
avddable  ooonrreooet  1 
tending  in  bis  plaoe  when  dw  resolntioii  « 
onder  conrideretion  npon  tbe  moticm  to  go  into 
a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  Houae.  Having  no 
knowledge  of  the  a^nments  then  employod  to 
mduoe  the  adoption  of  tbe  raolution,  tie  rfioold 
absbun  from  many  remarks  wbloh  obvioodT 
presented  themselves  on  the  Ribjeet,  kat  bis 
should  &U  into  repetitions  of  what  was  fc^'Trnr 
to  the  minds  of  the  Honse  Arom  the  obaervs- 
tions  of  other  gentlemen.  Be  mnst,  however, 
be  allowed  to  state  that  it  was  a  fnctie»  Bttk 
known  berettrfore,  bnt  one  whicl)  had  alana- 
ingljr  iBcreesed  of  late,  to  redM  a  eall  Cm  in- 
formation  ttoia  maj  brandi  of  tbe  ExMntive 
Government  It  cannot  be  on  tbe  ground  of 
seorecT,  required  by  tbe  state  of  ofiir^  for  w« 
have  been  often  told  that  a  OovenuDCBt  like 
oars  ongbt  to  have  no  Moret&  Thoogh  tbe 
present  times  have  aesutned  the  dioraeter  of 
aconomieal,  yet  an  bonoraUe  member  of  gnat 
wei^t  in  Uie  Honse,  and  wfaom  he  did  not 
then  observe  in  his  plaoe,  hod  renuoked  at  the 
last  seseton,  with  great  emphasis  and  ^fect, 
that  no  dispoaiticai  to  eeonomy  ibonld  eT«r  in- 
duce him  to  eamomiieiiifbTmatiraL  Astrounr 
cose  than  Uw  present  conU  not  ejkt.     Tba 
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HoDse  had  been  caUed  on  to  act  aponaqDeetion 
toQcSing  our  ftireign  relstiom.  On  each  aab- 
Jecta,  it  W18  unon^  the  chief  dntiea  of  the  Dx- 
eeDtiT«  to  aoqnire  utformation.  It  wu  for  this 
pnipose  that  Ministers  vere  sent  Abroad,  sdod 
tbar  oommnniofttioiu  were  made  to  the  Cabi- 
net, to  which  we  1^  a  right  to  look  apoD  a]] 
oceaslDiiB  tar  information  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  fbreini  GoTernments  which  jmpU- 
oat«d  the  oationEa  interest. 

It  is  Btat«d  in  the  Presidential  Ue«aage,  that 
Lonisiaiia  is  ceded  bvBpain  to  IVanoe.  This  is 
in  importODt  fact.  The  statemeat  in  the  Ifee- 
tage  uiowB  that  the  Freeident  has  obtained  in- 
brmation  relative  to  the  ceedon  after  the  fact 
is  disclosed,  which  is  the  extent  of  an;  Indiscre- 
tioQ  which  can  be  committed  on  the  subject; 
whj  conceal  Irom  ns  the  circamstanoeg  t  The 
naked  fact  did  not  fonisb  sufficient  light  to  en- 
able ns  to  jndge  of  the  steps  which  it  would  be 
S roper  for  ns  to  pnrsne.  Thongh  the  conntry 
ad  been  ceded,  yet  the  possession  remused  with 
the  Spaniards.  This  create  a  presmnption 
that  It  was  Dot  a  simple,  absolute  cession.  If 
the  cession  be  conditional  or  ijnftlified,  or  to 
take  effect  npon  some  future  oontJDgenc]',  it  la 
eitremelT'  material  that  the  House  shootd  be 
informed  of  the  existence  of  the  circmnatances. 
Mr,  B.  repeated  his  regret  that  he  was  not 
msent  at  the  disouieion  of  the  aubiect  which 
bad  taken  place,  as  it  was  bejond  his  powers 
to  imagine  a  groond  upon  which  the  iiuorm»> 
tion  reqnestM  bj  the  reeolntitm  could  be  de- 
nied. But  after  the  resolution  had  been  In 
effect  ne^tived  on  the  motion  to  go  into  a 
Ciomnuttee  of  the  Whole,  and,  as  he  understood, 
b]r  a  large  majoritj,  he  should  not  have  risen  to 
tronUa  the  House  but  for  an  occurrence  which 
had  taken  place  ranoe  the  Honse  had  made  their 
determination  upon  the  resolution.  An  honor- 
able member  from  Ifarrlond  (Mr,  S.  Siotb) 
has  Just  laid  opon  our  table  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Boose  to  place  two  millions  of  dollars 
at  the  disoretion  of  the  Executive.  [The  Bpxak- 
ZB  here  remarked  to  Mr,  Bataku,  that  as  the 
doora  were  no  bngercloeecL  it  was  not  in  order 
to  refer  to  what  had  been  done  when  the  doora 
were  closed.]  Kr.  B.  said  he  had  no  disposition 
to  transgreea  the  rales  of  the  Honae;  but  it  was 
an  awkward  ntnation,  when,  arguing  In  sup- 
port of  a  measure,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to 
state  the  strongest  reason  in  &vot  of  it.  He 
would  not  repeat  what  had  escaped  him; 
but  alluding  to  what  was  in  the  knowledge  of 
ovwy  member,  he  oonudered  himself  allowed 
to  ui^  the  probabUit;  that  the  House  would 
beoaDed  aponforagrantc^monej.  Sow,  or, 
can  gentlemen  expect  that  dtber  we  or  the  no- 
titm  will  in  anj  case  be  satisfied  to  make  a 
Ivge  grant  of  mon^,  while  no  inibrmation  is 
given  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  grant  is 
required  I  When  money  is  asked  for,  informa- 
tion ought  never  to  be  deided;  and,  for  his 
part  he  never  would  oonaent  to  g^ve  a  cent, 
while  inrormation,  which  ought  to  be  commu- 
nicated, was  withheld. 
TouIL— « 


Ur.  B.  concloded  bv  obeerviag,  that  he  hoped 
he  might  sdll  flatter  himself  with  the  expecta- 
tion, that  what  had  recently  oocnrred,  would 
induce  the  House  to  vary  from  the  determina- 
tion they  had  m^de,  and  adopt  the  resolution. 

The  qneetion  was  takeik  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  reaolntion  of  Mr.  Omawou>,  and 
passed  hi  the  negative— yeas  86,  nnjs  51, 

Vkdhxbdat,  January  18. 
Purehatg  <jf  X^utnana. 

[The  li^nnctitm  of  secrecy  having  been  re- 
moved from  the  following  proceedings,  had  in 
secret  session,  they  are  hue  inserted  under  the 
proper  date.] 

OrAtna^  That  the  Oommlttee  of  the  whole 
Honse,  to  whom  waa  yesterday  committed  a 
motion  in  the  worda  following,  to  wit : 

"  Sftdt^  TbxX  a  nun  of  two  milUoni  of  dollars, 
In  addition  to  the  prorUon  bsretoToTe  made,  be 
appropriated  to  dvftay  any  expenaei  which  may  be 
inmuTed  in  ralation  to  tba  intercovna  betweeti  the 
United  Statea  and  fbreign  natioei,  to  tw  paid  oat  of 
007  nioniy  that  may  b«  m  &e  Treanuv,  not  other. 
wiM  appropriated,  and  lo  be  applied  under  the  &ee- 
lion  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  who,  if 


may  be,  ihall  Iw  laid  befbre  Congnaa  :' 
be  diachnrged  from  the  consideration  thereof^  and 
that  the  motion  be  referred  to  Mr,  Nionouos, 
Mr.  EcBTia,  Mr.  Baiabo,  Mr.  Dickson,  Mr. 
LowKDBB,  Mr.  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Gbboo  ;  thiu 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  UW' 

Hie  committee  to  whom  was  refored  a  leiohitioiL 

Iiropodng  an  appitqiriation  of  two  millioni  of  dol- 
an,  in  addition  to  lh«  5nm  oRially  appropriated 
for  the  ponoeea  of  InterconiM  betwoen  the  United 
States '  aod  foreign  natioTia,  mbmit  the  foUowltig 

The  otject  of  this  resolntion  Is  to  enable  the  Ex- 
ecntive  to  commence,  wiA  more  effect,  a  Qegotiatian 
with  the  French  and  Spaniah  Goveromanta  relatlTa 
lo  tha  pturchasa  from  them  of  the  kland  of  New 
Orleana,  and  the  proriDoea  of  Eaat  and  West  Florida 
This  oltfect  ii  deemed  highly  important  and  haa  re- 
ceived tiie  attentive  conaideratiOQ  of  the  conunictea, 
Tha  free  and  nnmolested  narigation  of  the  Hvw 
MisHsaippi  la  a  point  to  which  tb«  attentioa  tg  the 
General  Govermnent  has  been  directed,  ever  dnce 
the  peace  of  IT83,  by  which  our  bdepeodenoe  aa  a 
natdon  was  Eoally  aokoowledfed.  The  fmineiua 
tract  of  coimti;  owned  by  tha  United  States,  which 
liea  immediately  on  the  MisaaiippI,  or  commoniualel 
with  it  by  means  of  large  navigable  Hveia  rinog 
within  our  bonndariea,  rendera  ita  free  navigation 
an  object,  not  only  of  inestimable  advancasii,  bnt  d 
the  very  firat  uecesaity.  'Tha  Misrisaippi  Tonna  the 
western  boandary  of  the  United  States,  fiom  Its 
aoona  to  the  Slst  degree  of  north  latitnda,  and 
omptiei  icself  into  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  about  tha  29tt 
di^s  of  nortii  latitude.  It  foniishe*  the  only  onClet 
through  wUdi  ^a  prodoca  of  tba  Indiana  Territory, 
of  the  Sutea  of  Ohio,  Eontnckv,  audTenoesMa,  and 
of  tha  wMtem  parts  of  PenDaylvuia  and  Viighua, 
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nmely  diCBci^t,  that  tiiw  vcueli  of 
nnptod  to  ko  u  far  u  our  baondar;. 
X  oU!gM  the  citiieni  of  tbe  Weatern 


and  a  portton  of  (be  I^>ti«dppi  Territory,  can  be 
traiuported  to  a  forei^  market,  or  to  tbe  pvti  of 
tbe  Atluitia  StatM.  From  the  31st  degree  of  nortii 
lalatnde,  which  U  the  Kmthem  boandaij  d  the 
Unltsd  StatBi,  to  the  month  of  the  river,  tbe  tenitoir 
on  each  mde  hat  heretofon  be«n  in  poneaaioQ  of  tbe 
Spanuh  Goremmeat ;  the  province  of  Looiuana 
Mng  to  tbe  vest,  and  thoae  of  Eiut  Floiida,  witb 
tbe  iiland  of  New  Orleans,  to  tbe  east.  Altboitgb 
tbe  United  Sbtei  bavc  intiited  on  an  uncontrollable 
right  to  pau  ap  and  down  the  rSrer,  fmn  its  source 
to  the  sea,  vet  this  right,  if  admitted  in  Ita  most 
ampin  latitude,  will  not  secure  to  them  the  full  ad- 
Taatagea  of  cavisaden.  The  tCreugth  and  rspSdi^ 
of  die  coirent  of  Qie  Msdmippi  sre  known  to  render 
Hi  aieent  so  extremi '  "~  '" 
burden  have  attempt 
ThisdrcDnutonoeol 

canmtry  to  oanr  their  produce  down  tbe 
boats,  from  which  it  is  pat  on  board  of  diipa  capable 
of  sustaining  a  sea  nijage.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  to  eiyor  tbe  foil  benefits  of  navigation,  some 
plaoo  should  be  Sied  which  sea  vessels  can  appnwch 
without   great  inconvenience,  where  the  American 

rdnce  may  be  deposited  nntil  it  ii  again  iiliipped  to 
carried  abroad.  This  great  point  was  seciued  to 
tu  i&  the  Tear  1TS6,  by  %e  Spanish  Govemment, 
who  agreed,  in  the  trea^  of  San  Loieuio  el  Real, 
that  Americans  ahouM  have  tbe  right  to  deposit  at 
Kew  OrLeaos.  This  right  has  been  used  ftom  that 
time  till  a  late  period ;  bat  the  conduct  of  tbe  Intesd- 
ant  at  that  place  ihowi  bow  liable  the  adranta- 
geoas  navigation  of  tbe  river  is  to  interruption,  and 
stToOgl?  points  out  tbe  impolicf  of  reljing  on  a 
foreign  nation  for  benefila,  which  oar  dozens  bave 
a  right  to  expect  should  be  secured  to  them  by 
their  own  Government.  It  is  hoped  that  tbe  port  of 
New  Orleans  maj  again  be  opened  before  anj  very 
material  iifjariea  arise ;  but  should  this  be  the  case, 
or  if,  aa  the  tnan  provides,  a  new  place  of  deposit 
should  be  assigned,  [he  late  occoirence  shows  the  un- 
certainty of  its  continuance.  Experience  proves  that 
the  caprice  or  tbe  interested  views  of  a  ^ngle  officer 
may  perpetually  sulyect  ds  to  the  allemadve  of  sab- 
nitting  to  injury,  or  m  resortjog  to  war. 

Thelate  violation  of  oortreaty  with  Spain 
rily  leads  ta  tbe  iuquliy,  bow  for  the  Western  conntiy 
may  be  affected  in  ouer  points,  not  connected  wiUi 
New  Orleans  ?  The  Mississippi  Territory  extends 
from  Ibe  confines  of  tieorgia  to  the  nver  Uistis^j^i, 
and  from  the  Slit  to  the  SGth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. It  is  estimated  to  contain  more  &an  fifty  mil- 
lions of  acres,  and,  fnim  its  numer<ns  advantages 
mnst,  one  day  or  other,  possess  an  immense  popC' 
latioD.  The  variety,  richness,  and  abnndanoe  of  ita 
pn)ductioas,  bold  oat  to  settlers  tbe  strongest  indnco- 
ments  to  resort  thither,  and  the  United  States  may 
safely  colcolate  on  drawing  a  condderable  revenue 
troai  the  sale  of  lands  in  this,  as  well  ns  in  other 
□narters  of  (be  Western  oonntry.  The  value  of  th 
however,  may  be  diminished  or  Increased,  and 
sole  impeded  or  advanced  by  the  impression  madi.  ._ 
tbe  public  mind,  by  sbatling  the  port  of  Xew  Orleans, 
and  by  eventual  mesanTcs  which  may  be  adopted 
guaid  ag^st  similar  iujuriea. 

Weet  Florida  is  boonded  onthe  north  by  the  Mis- 
risstppi  Territory,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  i 
natnral  bonndanr;.  on  tbe  east  by  the  river  Aj^iali 
tihicola,  which  £videa  it  from  East  Florida;  on  the 
wot  by  tbe  river  Mississippi,  and  on  the  south  by 
tile  Gulf  of  Mexico.    Tile  Misusdpji  Territory  :- 


intersected  by  many  large  and  valoabla  riven,  wtuch 
rise  within  its  own  baundariea  and  meander  throngb 
it  in  a  geiteral  direction,  from  north  to  eonth,  but 
empty  themselves  into  the  Gulf  of  Ueiico  throngli 
the  province  of  Weat  Florida.  In  fact,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  port  of  tbe  Territory  which  lies  immedi- 
ately on  the  Hisdssippi,  the  whole  mast  depend  od  tha 
Mobile  and  tbe  Ajipalacbioola,  with  their  nnmeroiu 
branches,  and  on  some  other  rivers  of  inferior  note, 
'  be  means  of  sending  its  produce  to  market,  and 
itnming  to  Itaelf  such  foreign  aappliei  as  tha 
snties  pT  convenience  i^  It«  inhabitante  may 
require.  In  these  rivers,  too,  the  Eastern  parts  ct 
tbe  Stale  of  Tennessee  an  d»«p^  interested,  u  eom* 
of  the  great  brmnehea  of  the  Mobfle  ^vproadi  vwy 
to  some  of  thoae  branches  of  fba  TeoDeMea 
which  lie  abaf«  the  grwt  Hoade  shoal*.  Evod 
if  it  shmld  pnxve  difficult  to  oonnect  Ihain,  j«t 
the  land  carriage  will  be  shorter,  and  the  nnita  to 
tbe  sea  more  direct  than  the  river  TenneaeeeAirniaheB. 
Tbeee  riven  possess,  likewise,  an  advantage  which 
is  denied  to  the  HissisBippi.  As  their  sonrcea  ai« 
not  in  the  mountains,  and  their  oonrse  is  thnnigfa  a 
level  country,  their  carrent.!  are  gentle,  and  tbe  tide 
flows  oonsiderably  above  our  boundoty.  This  cir- 
comatance,  tt^ther  with  tbe  depth  of  water,  whii^ 
many  of  them  a&brd,  T«ndeis  them  sccesrible  to  lea 
veaseta,  and  ships  c^  two  bondred  tons  burden  may 
ascend  for  sevo^  bondred  miles  into  the  heart  of 
tbe  Hissisaippi  Territory.  These  rivera,  bowevrr, 
which  ran  ^most  exolosively  witbui  oor  own  limits, 
and  which  it  would  seem  as  if  nature  had  intendpd 
for  our  own  benefit,  we  must  be  indebted  to  othcn 
for  the  beneficial  nso  of,  so  long  as  tha  pnmacD  of 
West  Florida  shall  oontinne  in  the  poaaesnon  of  a 
foreign  na^n.  If  tbe  pioirince  of  West  Florida 
were  of  itself  an  iudepen^nt  emplie,  it  would  be  die 
inteieat  of  Ita  Goremment  to  promote  the  lreed<HD  cf 
trade,  by  laying  (men  the  months  of  the  rivers  to  all 
nations;  ddsbavug  been  the  policy  of  thoM  powen 
who  possess  the  mouths  of  tbe  Rhine,  the  Dansbe, 
the  Po,  and  the  Tagos,  with  some  oders.  Bnt  the 
eystem  of  colonization  which  has  always  IieiTtafcn 
previdled  proves  that  tht  mother  oountiy  is  erar 
anxious  to  engross  to  itself  the  trade  of  its  i  iiTiiiia^ 
and  atlbrds  us  every  reason  to  aurehend  that  Spala 


foreign  naljonl.  TUs  risbt  we  Uiay  inast  oai.  Bad 
perhu*  it  may  be  conceded  to  ns ;  but  it  is  posaiUB 
that  It  may  be  denied.  At  all  evenb  it  may  pstna 
tbe  Eouice  of  endless  disagreement  tod  p«p«tD>l 
hostility. 

In  this  req>ect  East  Florida  may  not  peih^a  be  to 
Important,  but  its  BCqnisltion  is  nevettheleas  deemed 
desirable.  From  itajonction  with  the  State  oTGeoiw 
gia,  at  tbe  river  St  Mary'o,  It  stretches  nearly  fbsr 
bundnd  miles  into  the  sea,  forminga large  penlnsnla, 
and  hoa  nme  very  fine  haibora.  The  soDlbem  pain^ 
Cape  llorida,  ii  not  more  dian  one  hmtdred  milea 
diatont  from  the  Havana,  aad  the  pnsseasfao  of  it  m^ 
be  beneficial  to  ua  in  lilatbn  to  oor  tnde  with  ita 
West  Indies.    It  would  likewise  make  oni  wbcle  NT- 


coast,  and  by  giving  i 

southern  boon^ry,  woma  renoer  us  lats  nania  n>  at- 
tack, in  what  is  now  deemed  the  nwstvnlnwble  part 
of  the  Union. 
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United  Stetet,  bnt  will  b«  dcmuided  bj  their  most  im- 
peHoDi  QeocuitieL  The  UiMiiBp[n  ud  it>  branchM, 
vith  Ibow  oTgtiWT  liren  ibors  Kfcirad  to^  drain  wa 
extent  of  cotintiy,  not !««,  perhafn,  than  one  half  of 
Onr  whole  tenlloiy,  coutainiogatthiitlmeODS-^hth 
ii  our  popolation  uid  prograanng  with  a  rapiditj  b»- 
joDd  tilt  Biperiencs  of  an;  former  time,  or  of  taj 
other  iwlion.  The  Floridu  aod  N«w  Orleaiu  com- 
naiid  the  qdIj  oatleta  to  the  (Ca,  sod  our  beat  inter- 
•Ml  (eqniie  that  we  thonld  get  posaeuioa  ot  them. 
Tiat  nqniiiticni,  hawerer,  ariisa  uot  from  a  diapoai- 
tion  to  iocreMe  our  tanitnry ;  for  naither  the  Floridaa 
mr  New  Orleans  tJhr  mj  ofiiNr  indnccmeiita  tlum 
tbeCr  nan  geographlnl  relalioii  to  die  United  SUtea. 
BntifWBhMk  forward  to  the  free  hm  of  the  Uisu*- 
ripfd,  the  IfobUe,  Uia  Appalaohioola,  and  the  other 
linis  of  the  Veit,  hj  onraelvei  and  «ar  pottarity, 
Vew  Orieani  and  the  Floridae  nuiat  become  a  part 
ti  the  United  States  either  trj  pnretiate  or  by  ooo- 

The  great  qoolioii,  then,  irtilch  preHoti  itaelf  La, 
■hall  we  at  tbU  tine  lay  the  fWdatIm  tat  ftitnra 
peaoe  by  oflMng  a  lUr  aiid  equivBleiit  ooniideraliDn ; 
or  (hall  we  heteafter  incur  the  bataidi  and  the  hor- 
nmofwar?  The  OavemtMiit  of  the  United  State* 
ii  dillbieDtly  raganiied  from  any  other  in  the  woiid. 
Ita  abject  ia  the  liappineu  of  man  i  its  policy  and  ita 
intereat,  to  pnnoe  rigbt  by  rigbt  meana.  Wur  ia  the 
great  aconrge  of  the  homan  raoe,  and  ibould  nerer 
be  leaorted  to  but  !d  earn  of  the  moct  imperioaa  ne- 
OMai^*  A  wiaa  gorernment  will  aT(^d  it,  when  ita 
Tiewa  can  be  atta^ed  by  peaceM  meaiorea.  Princea 
B^t  for  rI<x7i  and  die  blood  and  tnaiure  of  th^ 
nlgeati  U  vte  prioe  they  pay.  In  all  natioiu  the 
people  bear  the  burden  of  war,  and  in  the  United 
^tei  flie  people  rrda.  Their  R«pre«eiitativei  an  ttie 
raardiana  of  their  righta,  and  it  ia  the  dn^  of  tboaa 
BeprMentatiTes  to  provide  againat  any  eveot  which 
may,  even  at  a  diatant  day,  involve  tba  intareata  and 
&e  liappineu  of  the  nation.  We  may,  indeed,  have 
onr  righta  restored  to  na  by  trea^,  but  there  ia  a 
want  d'fbrtitcde  in  applying  temporary  lemediea  to 
permanent  evila ;  thereby  impoting  on  onr  poateri^ 
a  burden  which  we  oorselTea  ooght  to  bear.  If  the 
pnrehaw  can  be  made,  we  ought  not  to  heaitate.  If 
the  attempt  ihonld  ful,  we  ihall  have  diacharged  an 
ln^ortaat  intj. 

War  may  be  thp  naoK,  b<it  die  American  nation, 
nti>6ed  with  onr  condnct,  will  be  animated  iiy  one 
•Md,  and  will  unite  all  its  energtea  in  the  oontert. 
Foreign  powen  will  be  Mnvinced  that  it  la  not  a  war 
of  aggrandiiemaut  on  onr  part,  and  will  fwt  no  mi- 
naaonable  jealouaiea  towajda  na.  We  ahall  have 
proved  that  otu  object  waa  jDatjoe;  it  will  be  aeen 
that  our  propoaitiona  were  uur:  and  it  will  be  ao- 
knowledged  that  oar  cauae  ia  honorable.  Should  al- 
Ikiicea  be  neceuary  they  may  be  advaDtageously 
foimed.  We  ahall  have  merited,  and  ahall  tharefoni 
posaea^  general  confidence.  Our  meosDreswill  atond 
jnMified,  not  rally  to  oorsdvea  and  oar  cenutiy,  bnt 
totbe  worid. 

In  another  point  ot  view,  pethapa,  it  wonld  b« 


pre&mble  ta  make  the  pnrchaae,  as  it  ia  believed  that 
*  nnaller  ma  wo>ld  be  reqmred  for  this  snbjee^ 
fiian  would  neoeaaarily  b«  expended,  if  we  ahonld  at- 


ike  poaaeanon 
;  indeed,  almo 


a  by  force ;  the 
__  \,  almoat  incalculable.    The  ccan- 

tnittee  hare  no  information  before  them,  to  aeceituu 
die  amount  for  which  the  pnrdun  con  bo  made,  bat 
It  i*  hoped,  that  irith  the  aaalataoce  of  two  millions  of 

Jollari  in  hand,  t^^"     '"  "■    ^'       ' 


'aa  pnimed  for  tlie  pnrpoee  of  aettling 
widi  the  K^euey  of  Alglen,  by  as 
g^^tropriation  of  one  miUioii  of  dollan,  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation,  and  we  have  ainoe 
experienced  Ita  beneficial  aSbcta. 

Under  these  impresaions,  therefore,  the  oommitlaa 
recommend  the  adoption  c^  the  resolution  referred  to 
them  in  the  following  word*,  vix : 

Haolced,  That  a  fum  of  two  million*  of  dollara  In 
addition  to  the  provision  heretofore  made,  be  appro- 
priated to  deS^y  the  expenses  which  may  be  incurred 
in  relation  to  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  forein  nstjons;  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  diat  may  M  in  the  treosoiy  not  otherwise  ap- 
projaiated,  and  ti>  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
the  Preddentofthe United  StalM]  who,  if  neceaaary 
la  hereby  antborbed  to  borrow  the  samc^  or  any  part 
thereof  an  aeoount  wfaraaa*  a*  loaa  as  may  be,  ahall 
be  laid  befon  Congress.* 

TKnGflDAT,  JancAry'lS. 
Anrther  member,  1;   wit,  Willuk  Joxaa, 
from  FenaaylTaaia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 
in  tbe  Hooa^ 

fraTtting  JPritiltige. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  Hoiue  reaolre 
itself  into  a  Ooianiittee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  the 
amendments  offered  by  the  Senate  to  the  lull 
making  appropriations  for  the  Military  Eatob- 
Uahment  for  the  year  1808. 

The  flrst  amendment,  applying  an  addition  of 
two  thousand  dollars  for  the  pnrtshase  of  books, 
maps,  and  Instrmnenta  for  the  use  of  the  War 
Department,  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  second,  adding  (4,600  for  the  pay. 
ment  of  postage  on  letters  to  and  from  the  iii- 
spector,  paymaater,  ix^  a  length;  debate  eo- 


letters  going  from  the  offices  attaobod  to  th» 
War  D^iartment,  and,  therefore,  an  appropria- 
tion was  nnneceasory. 

In  answer,  it  was  obaerred,  that  the  Govem- 
inent  mnst,  and  ooght,  in  some  way,  to  snpport 
the  expense  of  transporting  returns,  orders,  and 
letters,  relating  to  the  military  service ;  aud,  if 
they  woald  not  make  on  appropriation,  it  waa 
proposed  to  extend  the  prinlege  of  tirsnking  to 
the  paymaster  and  inqiector,  throogh  whom 
most  of  the  details  for  the  Army  pasaei].  That 
it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  frank 
letters  and  packages  going  from  other  offices — ' 
it  was  making  a  oterk  of  Him — obligiog  him  to 
do  that  which  neither  the  law  nor  me  oonatita- 
tion  oontemplaled  aa  being  attached  to  hia  of- 
fice ;  that  it  wonld  enoroaoh  npon  the  time 
which  most  neceasarilj  be  devoted  to  more  im- 


*  Allttaeatepaandpnwssdlagiwliloliledtatliaseqnlaltlaa . 
of  LoBlalao*  (tod  tbe  aanMoecoRtd  fa  tke  seqolslUoB  et 
Flortd*)sn  glTsn  Ln  full,  that  it  msf  bg  eara  Itot  thU  tan- 
portut  aegotlatlini,  wkkh  waa  (o  lavolvaaii  ^iproprisUoB  of 
moneT-.hadltsloDndatlonlaldln  the  sothnttf  of  tlia  pnpmt 
appnpilatliig  powai— tte  Bow*  gf  BepnaasCatiti* ;  trt 
wbldi  tbe  pnns-atrinv  af  tha  ObIob  were  apeciallf  eoDlMi4 
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porUnt  concerna.  Besides,  were  he  &b]e  and 
williog  to  perfonn  the  dmdgerr  of  that  service, 
it  WM  doabtfiil  whether  he  bed  anjr  I^^  or 
oonstitutional  right  to  tn.nV  any  paduue^  ex- 
cept tlioee  goioK  immediately  and  direct!;  from 
hii  awn  particular  office,  and  that  he  might  be 
liable  to  a  penalty,  tbongh  he  Bhonld  frank  let- 
ters on  public  bnaneaa,  relating  to  the  Army 
and  War  Department  generally. 

The  eil^naion  of  the  privilsKe  of  fi'snUng  was 
opposed  Jb^  the  Speaker,  (Hr.  Maoon,)  and 
otbera.  They  considered  all  frookinK  as  wrong, 
tud  liable  to  aboae — they  wonid  rataer  reetrict 
than  extend  this  privilege. 

In  reply,  it  was  said  that,  if  oonfldence  oonld 
not  be  placed  in  thoee  officen,  aa.to  the  privi- 
lege of  franking,  the  Impoeition  oonld  not  be 
prevented  by  referring  tbeir  paoketa  to  the  8»- 
oret&ry  of  War,  or  by  paying  their  account  cur- 
rent with  the  poetmasterg.  It  wa«  evident  the 
Ooveroment  mnat  pay  those  expeneee;  that  it 
oonld  make  no  difference  as  to  the  revenue, 
whether  the  Postmaster  Oenerat's  Department 
received  and  paid  to  the  Treasury  the  money 
which  was  drawn  from  the  contingent  fond  of 
the  War  Department,  or  from  a  special  appro- 
priation to  defray  the  eicpensee  of  postage  on 
military  letters  and  packets,  or  whether  tfaer 
extended  the  priviiege  of  franlcing  to  thoee  ofn- 
oere  from  and  throagh  whom  the  military  details 
mnat  pass.  In  the  former  ease,  it  was  bnt  tak- 
ing from  one  pocket  and  patting  in  the  other — 
in  the  Iatt«r,  mnoh  tronble  was  saved ;  and,  if 
the  charsctere  employed  in  those  departments 
were  worthy  of  a  confidence  which  shoold  en- 
title litem  to  the  places  they  hold,  it  could  never 
be  Boppoaed  that  they  wonld  aboae  the  privit^^ 
of  fruiking. 

'  OnmotionofMr.  GBiawou:>,BeooiidedbyUr. 
Edbtib,  the  committee  roae  and  the  amend- 
ments from  the  Senate  were  recommitted  to 
the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Amendment  of  the  AmJbrupt  Aet. 
Hr.  RunioLpa  hoped  the  act  would  not  be 
mended,  bat  repealed.  When  it  paned,  he  was 
one  of  those  who  entered  his  protest  against  it. 
He  considered  it  inthenatnreof  an«j>M(/ac(o 
law — an  allurement  to  fraud — tending  to  cor- 
rupt tlie  morals  of  the  oommnnity — to  change 
the  nature  of  oontracta — to  discharge  men,  not 
only  for  th^  obligations  and  their  solemn  pro- 
mises, but  to  violate  their  oaths,    And,  because 


Jongreas  had  B  right  to  enact  snch  a  law,  wonld 
gentlemea  say  it  was  for  the  beneSt  of  trade  ? 
Its  operations  had  1)een  the  reverse.  He  had 
been  w^ting,  ever  since  ita  establishment,  for 
the  merchants  themselves  to  oome  forward  and 
nrge  the  repeal.  A  portion  of  them  had  peti- 
tioned for  amendmenta,  which,  in  &ot,  amounted 
to  a  reqneec  tor  a  repeal. 

Kr.  S.  SxTTB  thonght  any  arguments  on  the 
merits  of  the  queetion  were  prematore.  It  waa  a 
■object  of  too  much  importance  to  be  hurried 
In  Uiat  manner.  He  hoped  it  wonld  be  recom- 
mitted. 


ntlemen  appuared 


Mr.  NioaouoN. — Many  a 
to  wish  a  repeal,  becanse  there  were  some  in 
J  provisions  in  the  law ;  others  wished  it 

might  be  amended,  believing  ft  was  capable 
of  such  alterations  as  would  remove  their  ob- 
jections. He  thought  it  in  some  respects  de- 
fective, and  in  others  benefiraaL  If  the  evils 
which  it  was  subjected  could  be  remedied,  he 
should  bo  for  retaining,  If  not,  for  repealing  tho 
law. 

Hi.  Bmiub. — Contddeni^  the  dtnation  of  the 
United  States,  he  thought  there  never  sbonld 
have  been  a  bankmpt  taw;  bnt  he  doubted 
whether  it  wonld  be  expedient  to  repeal  it  at 
thb  time,  bnt  let  it  expire  of  itsel£  He  heUeved 
much  njwhief  had  been  prodnoed  by  it^  and  If 
it  was  repealed  now,  be  aimrebended  mnch 
DKM«  would  ensne.  Its  natoral  life  was  bat  five 
years,  and  h4  thonght  it  had  better  exist  for 
that  period  than  be  repealed.  He  was  fbr  re- 
commitment 

Mr.  Batuid  agreed  with  the  gentleman  trata 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Niobolsoit,)  and  thonght  the 
committee  should  have  inquired  what  amend- 
ments were  expedient.  He  was  also  forcibly 
'  [pressed  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Kr.  Siolik,)  that  it  waa 
better  to  suffer  tlie  law  to  expire  of  itself  llian 
repeal  it  now.  Be  did  not  think  that  the  Hooae 
were  prepared  to  go  into  a  disoaxson.  Tha 
argument  r£  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
RAinKa.PK}  that  the  bankrupt  law  was  ax  peat 
faeV),  would  not  apply ;  but  an  act  to  repeal 
wonld  in  reali^be  aaezpoHJaeta  law.  liapj 
merchants  had  wjtered  mto  contracts,  having 
an  eye  to  the  bankrupt  law ;  many  had  embalm- 
ed in  perilous  enterprises,  knowings  that  If  thej 
had  made  unfortunate  calculations,  that  by  f 
surrender  of  their  effects  they  might  again  en- 
gage in  oommercial  pursolts.  And  thoi^  aman 
might  be  discharged  fivm  hia  ocotti 
sense  of  moral  obligation  was  not  ii 
fitro  eonteientia  he  was  still  answerable, 
wonld  not  deny  that  frands  were  ooouDitted,  ^NH 
for  this  ahonld  the  hoaeat  debtee  be  eteinaDy 
fettered  with  Ma  debts  ?  Should  he,  from  un- 
avcndable  aoddeots,  be  cast  into  prison,  and  his 
fiunilyredn^  to  misery  and  distnat  Hewas 
sure  that  the  gentleman  wonld  revest  at  the 
idea.  Were  the  bankmpt  taw  rqwaled,  thcj 
must  Bubstitnte  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  differ- 
ent States.  Did  not  the  insolvent  laws  of  tiie 
Southern  States  hold  out  the  same  allarementa 
to  fraud  as  the  general  bankmpt  law  t  By  a 
repeal  they  wonld  inarease  the  evils,  and  deatroy 
the  b^efite  of  the  general  system.  Wo  wen^ 
said  Mr.  B.,  a  great  oommennal  RetmUie ;  tba 
connection  between  merobanla  of  tne  diffa«nt 
States  was  increasing;  therdbre,  the  merchant 
of  GhiOT^a  and  the  merchant  of  New  EhmpaUra 
sbonld  be  antfjected  to  general  regnlationa.  Now, 
the  merohant  (f  Pennsylvania  tmating  tbe  mcr-  - 
cbant  of  Virginia  knew  that  hia  whole  c«ut«k 
real  and  personal,  wasliatde  far  the  pajneatcH 
hb  debts ;  whereas,  by  the  ineolvent  law?  of 
that  State,  (Virginia,)  uie  former  ml^t  give  an 


dbyGoO^le 


DEBATES  OV  0ONOBEB8. 

Out  ^  J«U  P.  Fa*  Jfem. 


jAMIAMt,    180S.] 

extenaiva  credit;  the  latter  might  reit  it  all  io 
land,  vhioh  vem  antangjble  for  th«  payment  of 
his  demand.  The  baobnpt  act  wan  a  oommer' 
dal  law,  ext«ndiDK  equal  benedta  thronghant  the 
nnkin.  iritwaaenfE^vdtoRObaakto  theseleot 
eommittee,  the;  wonld  be  aUa  to  gire  a  dearer 
yiewof  itaadTantageaanddefecla.  Itwaaarab- 
Jeot  of  incalonlable  impOTtance,  both  a*  it  re- 
spected the  debtor  and  creditar,  and  he  hoped 
it  wonld  meet «  oandtd  and  deliberate  inveMl- 


worid  bad  been  fonnd  toBoAr  morefrom  being 
pnt  in  tbe  faaods  of  those  who  were  superior  to 
the  management  c^  them,  than  from  tUoae  who 
were  ina^oate  to  the  exeontion  of  those  ob- 
jects introsted  to  tltem.  It  had  beeo  allowed  a 
sonnd  rule  of  oouHtrootion,  that  all  general 
powers  must  be  confined  to  partlcnlar  ezcep' 
tloiM.  The  oonotittition  g«re  Oongren  the  right 
of  making  a  bankrupt  law,  bnt  it  did  not  gitt 
the  power  of  impairing  oontncts.  He  wonld 
exomrate  the  person,  bnt  nerer  the  property. 
It  was  the  case  in  Virginia,  when  m  man  had 
Borrendered  all  bis  property,  bis  person  was 
Ubented,  bnt  his  property  never.  And  though 
we  were  a  oommeri^  Bepablio,  was  It  not 
neecasnry  to  take  care  of  tbe  agricoltnral  inter- 
est I  How  did  the  banknipt  law  operate  npon 
the  planter  I  He  knew  by  eiporienoe  that  it  had 
been  in  many  instances  nmoas;    that  many 

Elanters  had  been  elunued  out  of  dieir  proper^ 
y  tbe  oper^ons  of  tliis  very  law.  He  had 
known  from  experience  that  many  men  had 
been  bnoyed  up  and  supported  by  tiieir  friends 
tUl  those  £iend3  were  made  good,  and  then 
snfiered  to  ful,  to  the  great  i^jory  of  the  for- 
mer, 

Ur.  Baooit  wss  in  f^vor  of  a  reference  to  a 
Oomndttee  of  the  whole  Eoum. 

iir.  8.  Sifrm  sdd,  gentlemen  seemed  to 
aider  the  bankrapt  law  as  made  entirely  for  the 
bm^  of  the  debtor.    That  was  an  erroneous 


Mcnre  his  property,  if  he  fonnd  the  debtor  •na 
diq>osed  to  be  frandolent :  he  coold  apply  for  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy,  and  make  tbe  debtor 
account  for  the  property  m  his  possesion.  Be- 
ridea,  it  redoeea  the  creditors  to  an  equality — a 
debtor  oonid  not  secnre  bis  friends,  and  leare 
tbe  rest  of  hia  creditors  without  a  dollar.  An 
[nstance  of  that  kind  had  lat^  come  within  bis 
knowledge.  To  the  agricnltnral  interest  it  held 
out  still  greater  sdvanti^ee.  The  farmer  who 
brought  his  produce  to  market  could  always  get 
task,  if  he  wonld  sdl  for  eosA;  if  he  chose" 
•eU  va  a  eredit,  he  reodved  a  hi^er  price 
proportiMi ;  that  indeass  ofprice  was  bis  iusn- 
rsDce  fi^  sdling  on  credit.  Hewssfor  esatnin- 
ing  the  sut^eot  end  endearOTiog  to  remedy 
dtlscta,  rather  than  rmealing. 

Ur.  HouABS  nwved  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
Gonunitteecfthe  whole  House.    Oanied. 


Feidat,  Jannary  1*, 
Jtonvmtnt  to  6«n.  Oatti. 

Ur.  Tak  Kbss  moTcd  the  fcdlowing  resolu- 
tion; 

_ ,  That  a  momunent  b«  erected  in  eommem- 

oration  oTthe  pstriotuni,  nlar,  and  good  rondoct  of 
H^or  Qenerai  HorotiD  Gatea,  who,  in  tbe  lata  Rero- 
IntioDBij  wnr,  mmmaDded  the  Americae  foccei  that 
captured  GcnvnU  Buigoyiis  and  the  Britlih  army  un- 
der Lie  oommaiid,  at  Santoga,  in  the  State  of  Kew 
Yoric 

Ordered,  That  the  snid  motion  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  wna  committed,  on 
the  t«nth  Instant,  tbcbtll  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  carry  into  effect  several  re- 
solations  of  Congress  for  erecting  n 


the  memories  of  the  late  Generals  Wooster, 
Herkimer,  Davidson,  and  Boriven." 

UomiAT,  Jannary  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  fhnn  Vii^nia 

Bahcei.  J.  Oaull,  and  from  North  Oarolina 

BoBBBT  WiLLiAMa,    appeared,  and  took  thdr 

seata  in  the  House. 

Enumeipaitd  SUnet  JYom  Franeh  Wmt  Indite 
A  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Wilmington,  in  the  Btate  of  North  Carolina, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating 
that  a  certain  number  of  negroes  or  mnUttoes, 
to  whom  emancipation  has  been  granted  by  the 
GieCQtive  of  the  'French  Government  in  the 
Idand  of  Guadalonpe,  had  been  recently  landed 
at  the  said  town  of  Wilmington ;  that,  in  the 
(pinion  of  the  memorialists,  much  danger  to  the 
peace  aud  safety  of  tbe  people  of  the  Southern 
States  of  tbe  Union  in  partionlar,  is  Justly  to  be 
apprehended  from  tbe  admission  of  persons  of 
th&t  description  into  the  United  States,  ttom  the 
West  India  Islaods ;  and  praying  that  Oongresa 
will  be  pleased  to  take  the  nremisee  into  ooo- 
sideration,  and  adopt  such  effectual  meaanres  fbr 
prevention  thereof  as  they  in  their  wisdom  may 
deem  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  Ur.  Hni,  Ur.  EAStY,  Ur.  Huobb,  Mr.  Ras- 
DOLPB,  and  Ur.  OAMPniu^to  report  th«r  opin- 
ion thereupon  to  tbe  House. 

Com  of  JolM  P.  Van  ifias. 

Ur.  Datib  called  np  tbe  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Elections  on  the  case  of  Jcdm  F.  Van 
Ness. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report,  as  follows: 

"That,  from  tha  free  eonc««siOD*  and  agreameat 
of  the  laid  member,  it  appear!  to  yonr  eommittee 
that  he  hu  accepted  and  ezerciaed  the  office  of  a 
I  m^jor  tS  tbe  muitia,  under  the  anthoritr  of  the 
TJMted  Statu,  within  the  Territoiy  of  Columbia ;  md 
HbaH  a  paragniph  Id  the  ^xth  Kctiau  of  the  fint  arti- 
cle of  ue  convtitatiou,  which  eKprettly  proTideA,  thnt 
'No  penmi  holding  any  office  ander  the  United 
Statei,  ihaU  be  a  member  of  either  Hotue  doling  hia 
MntlwiaDoa  b  Mot,'  does,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
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aotniDittee,  nnder  tbo  acccptatiM  and  aieidu  of  tha 
office  ■t'orBnid  iaoompacible  with  the  holding,  at  &e 
lame  time,  of  ■  nat  in  tha  Honn. 

"Yoar  commiHee,  tfacnfore,  aik  learc  fa>  nhmit 
to  the  Boom  the  fbliowing  resolution,  to  wit: 

"  Stiolaed,  That  John  P.  Yu  Ne«^  oua  of  tbo 
members  of  lhi>  House,  havina  aocepted  and  eiet- 
ciied  the  olSce  of  major  of  milltiK,  under  the  author- 
ity of  tbe  Uuited  State*,  within  the  Territory  of 
Colamhia,  baa  therehy  foifeiCed  hia  right  to  a  eaat  as 
a  member  of  this  Hoiue." 

Mr.  Yas  Stee  sftid  he  vonld  make  a  rernvk 
or  two  that  would,  perhape,  reinove  any  im- 

{reasioDB  of  indelicaoj  on  hia  port  in  retaining 
ia  seat  under  the  circurastancea  in  which  he 
wag  placed.  He  conaidered  himself  aa  atanding 
on  that  floor,  not  as  a  private  indiTidnal,  bnt  as 
ft  Bepreeeatatlve  of  New  York;  and  as  holding 
a  trust  vhich  he  was  not  anthoriied  to  abandon 
before  a  constitutional  decision  should  be  made. 
His  (wnstituents  bad  placed  him  there  as  the 
gnardian  of  their  rights;  and  that  trust  he 
ooold  not  desert  without  a  oonstitutional  deci- 
sion being  made.  K  that  dedsioo  should  be 
adTerse  to  bis  retaining  his  seat,  in  i«tiring 
from  tbe  House  he  should  feel  bo  regret  but  at 
leaving  his  constitnents  nurepreaenled  during 
tbe  remunder  of  the  seanon,  at  not  having  dis- 
charged all  tbe  bnaitieM  aaslKned  him  by  the 
Obiur,  and  at  oeaang  to  aasodate  with  gentle- 
men whom,  fbr  tbe  most  part,  he  respected. 
In  a  pecuniary  view,  the  refinqnishing  hia  seat 
oonld  not  in  the  least  affect  bim ;  nor  should 
be  consider  it  disreputable  to  leave  a  body  witb- 
oat  any  imputation  of  dishonor  or  impropriety. 
The  reasooa  he  should  offer  to  the  oommittee 
for  retaining  his  seat,  were  few  and  simple. 
He  thought  the  fUr,  liberal,  and  sonnd  ood- 
Btntollon  of  tbe  oonatitiition  did  not  affect  bis 
case;  that  tbe  Incapadtating  provision  only  ap- 
^led  to  dvil  offloes.  The  constJtation  was  only 
a  4)8^Bt  of  the  most  ^^raved  prinoiplea  of  the 
oonstitnti(»s  t^the  sevend  Stotea,  In  which  the 
■pint  of  those  o«Mistitiitione  were  oombiued. 
Not  one  of  those  ocHutitntions  ezoluded  from 
ofBce  those  who  had  accepted  tnilitory  appoint- 
ments, except  in  tbe  regular  service.  He,  there- 
fore, felt  a  nill  conviction  tbftt  it  was  never  tbe 
intention  of  the  fromers  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to  exclude  militia  officers 
from  holding  a  seat  in  Conxress.  And  however 
important  it  mig^t  be  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of 
tbe  oonstitation,  yet,  when  the  spirit  of  it  was 
M  clear  as  it  appeared  to  him,  It  ought  to  have 
weight  in  the  decision  of  the  opeetion  before 
the  committee,  which  might  aSbot  objects  of 
great  iratxalanoe.  The  right  of  every  portion 
of  tbe  Union  to  a  representaljon  in  that  House 
was  very  important,  and  ought  to  be  respected 
in  all  oasea  which  may  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly affect  it  Gentlemen,  therefore,  ought 
to  reflect  before  they  deprive  a  part  of  the 
TJnion  of  this  important  right. 

Had  he  supposed  that  tlie  acceptance  of 

office  in  the  militia  would  have  interfered  with 
Ub  seat  in  that  Houae,  he  would  never  have  ao- 


cepted it  He  bad  never  raieatained  a  donbt 
on  this  point  until  broached  in  tbe  HouseL 
Since  then,  he  had  heard  Tarions  opinions.  By 
what  he  hod  heard,  his  own  opinion  was  not 
changed,  as  he  believed  that  a  true  ooDstmction 
of  the  oonatitntion  wonld  exclude  his  coml 
Should,  however,  a  decinon  ag^nst  his  holding 
his  seat  be  made,  he  should  retire  without  any 
other  regret  thui  that  which  he  bad  expressed. 


He  had  not  ri 


the  case  as  an  advo-   ' 
e  gronnds  on  which 


cate,  bnt  merely  to  assign  t] 
he  had  acted. 

The  qaeetion  was  then  taken  on  tbe  report 
of  the  Oommittee  of  Electiona,  which  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  oommittee  rose,  and  tbe  House  inunedi- 
ataly  took  up  their  report. 

Mr.  Raxdolps  observed  that,  on  a  precedent 
■0  important  as  was  about  to  be  established  by 
the  vote  of  the  House,  it  was  mtnecessary  to 
say  a  word.  He  wished,  however,  that  th« 
dispofution  of  the  House  to  exclude,  by  a  tman- 
imons  vote,  even  tbe  shadow  of  Executive 
influenoe,  should  be  recorded  on  thetr  joonuds; 
for  which  purpose  he  called  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  tok^  and  were  unammonaly  in 
favor  of  the  resolution. 

MoxDAY,  January  24. 
A  new  member,  to  wiL  Biobaxd  Wiss,  re-  ' 
tnmed  to  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member 
horn  South  Carolina,  ia  the  room  of  Thomaa 
Sumter,  appointed  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  appeared,  produced  hia  ci«dentuls,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House.  , 


Oiic  Territorial  Delegate  v 

On  ft  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resdution  : 

AaoIvRl,  That,  Inaamncfa  aa  tiM  lata  Teiritoiy  of 
the  United  Statea  north-weit  of  tbe  riior  Ohio  havc^ 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congreai  paaaed  on  the  fin( 
day  d  Hay,  one  thonund  eisfat  bnndred  and  two^ 
formed  a  Constitution  and  Slate  Govemmeot,  and 
bare  thereby,  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congraaa 
uforeaaid,  become  a  lepaiate  and  iodependeot  State, 
by  tbe  name  of  "Ohio,"  that  Pjidi.  Fuhqio,  a 
member  of  this  House,  who  wu  elected  by  the  lata 
Tenitotlal  Goverament  of  tha  TeRittsy  ■Mvtb-wad  tt 
the  river  Ohio,  it  do  louger  eoAled  to  a  aeat  in  &!• 

Ordered,  ThaX  the  said  motion  be  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  of  IHectiong :  that  ther  do  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same^ 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Hoiue. 
Frentk  Spoliation, 

2£r.  UrroBDj.  roes  to  addrea  the  House  oo  a 
sulgeat  of  a  oommerdal  nature.  He  alluded  to 
the  depredations  committed  apcHi  the  commeree 
of  the  United  State^  by  French  armed  vemdii 
during  the  late  war  in  Europe.  The  mntlemen 
of  the  House  would,  he  hoped,  turn  their  attra- 
tion,  for  a  few  minutes,  to  the  numerooa  mwDO- 
rials  received  from  our  merchants  during  the 
last  sesBon,  praying  ccanpensstitMi  for  thosi 
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MtmpHol  of  enied  Sialm  JM^ti. 


[H.  o 


Ipsaeg.  These  papers  were  nmnerong  and  re- 
epectftil,  and  cune  from  a  most  valnable  portion 
Ol  our  fellow-dtizeni.  Their  grievBiioea  had 
not  hitherto  been  redressed,  nor  even  Inqnired 
into  with  the  minnteneea  which  it  appeal^  to 
Urn  to  deserve.  It  waa  tme  s  committee, 
nnmerons  and  intelligent,  bad  been  appointed 
dnring  the  last  session,  to  examine  the  matter 
of  theae  appUcstione.  A  report  had  been  made 
to  the  House.  This  report  wu  ftill  of  informa- 
tion concerning  the  political  and  commercial 
connection  between  the  United  Statee  sad 
Fnuoe.  It  comprised  a  oonDiae  and  correct 
liistorj  of  what  had  been  done  on  both  sides, 
rinee  the  matual  misunderstandings  arose.  It 
-was  a  Tslnable  doonment,  as  for  as  it  went; 
bnt  it  did  not  conolode  with  any  recommenda- 
tion of  a  mode  of  relief,  or  eren  of  iuTeettga- 
tlaa.     It  stopped  ebort  vitb    the  historical 


nothing  farther  had  been  done  or  attempted. 
Earl;  aAer  the  Con^rss  assembled,  he  had 
himself  t^ren  notioe  of  an  intention  to  revive 
the  sabject  It  waa  confeaeedlj  of  magnitnde 
enough  to  merit  investigation.  This  notice,  he 
ramembered,  was  ^ven  previons  to  the  receipt 
at  the  meeaage  from  the  Exeontive.  Bnt  the 
mnltitade  of  pnblio  hoaiDeea  that  had  grown 
ODt  of  that  oommimioetion,  added  to  other  sob- 
J«cts,  had  so  aomplet«l7  ooonpied  his  mind, 
that  be  had  hitherto  snfiered  it  to  pass  on  with- 
out bestowing  on  it  the  consideration  which  he 
owned  that  it  deserved.  He  was  now  read;  to 
make  amends  for  this  inadvertent  or  neoessar;, 
oertunlj  not  intentional,  delay.  He  had  heard, 
with  satis&otiOD,  the  oalL  of  the  gentleman  from 


{^tlemBn  that  he  ^ad  profited  b;  the  sug- 
gestion made  on  Friday  last,  he  had  now  risen 
with  an  intention  to  laj  a  resolve  upon  the 
table.  The  object  of  the  resolve  was  to  caose 
sn  inqniry  to  be  entered  npon,  by  a  special 
Oommitlee  of  the  Iloose,  as  to  what  amoont  of 
propertv,  or  its  value  in  current  money,  had 
been  ta^en  from  the  Amerioana  during  the  late 
war  by  the  cruisers  of  France.  The  committee 
could  devise  some  mode  of  asoert^ing  the 
magnitude  of  the  snfferingH  complained  of. 
This  he  considered  as  the  first  step  that  ought 
to  be  taken,  towards  the  proeuriag  of  redress 
for  the  petitioners.  And,  until  this  was  taken, 
be  believed  nothing  was  likely  to  be  done. 
Another  object  of  the  resolve  he  was  about  to 
ofibr,  was  to  instmot  the  same  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  different  classes  of  cultures  and 
olaims.  He  did  not  soppoae  that  all  the  peti- 
^oneta  were  entitled  to  oomoensatioa  Bome 
of  Uiem,  he  knew,  were  not ;  out  it  was  equally 
dear  tii&t  some  of  them  were,  this  compli- 
cated masi  of  applications  could  be  examined 
1>7  a  oommitteet  who  oonld  draw  some  diatiuo- 


tions  that  would  be  useM.  They  could  tell, 
for  instance,  that  one  sort  were  lawftil  captures 
for  and  on  account  of  contraband,  others  fbr 
want  of  a  rdk  d'iquipage,  others  were  taken 
wrongfliilf,  without  any  cause  whatever,  and 
the  Uko.  Some  judgment  might  be  formed  in 
this  way  of  the  probable  amount  that  might  be 
contemplated  as  bona  fide  claims.  He  suspect- 
ed this  amount  would  be  but  an  inconsiderable 
part  of  the  gross  amount  of  capturea.  But 
whether  it  was  large  or  small,  he  hoped  an  ex- 
amination would  be  attempted ;  and,  for  that 
purpose,  he  moved  the  following  resolution: 

AuoTk^  That  a  oommittee  be  appobited  to  in- 
qnira  by  what  mssni  the  value  or  smnnnt  of  property 
t»kea  from  dliuni  of  the  Unitsd  SCstea  by  tba 
French,  during  the  late  war  In  Europe,  can  be  best 
Biicert^ed,  and  the  HTenl  sorta  M  captmea  di*- 
tlngniahed  and  olaased,  and  rapoit  their  apiniDD 
th»eoD  to  thia  Uohm,  to  the  end  thu  iodanmifioa- 
tiou  may  lie  modo. 


TuoMDAT,  January  27. 
United  StaUi  Judgei. 
The  several  petitions  of  William  Tilghman, 
Oliver  Woloott,  Richard  Bassett,  Charles  Maglll, 
Samnel  Hitchcock,  Benjamin  Bonme,  Egbert 
Benson,  Philip  B.  Key,  WllliHm  GrifBth,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  and  George  £.  Taylor,  were  pre- 
sented  to  the  Honso  and  read,  respectively  re- 
presenting, that,  by  an  act  of  Oongrese,  paaeed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Febmuy,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  one,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  more  convenient  oraanixation  of  the 
courts  of  the  UnitAd  States,"  cert^n  judicial 
offloes  were  created,  and  courts  established, 
called  Circuit  Conrtii  of  the  United  States: 
That,  in  virtue  of  appointments  made  under  tlie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  petition- 
ers became  vested  with  the  ofBcee  so  created, 
and  received  commissions,  anthorizing  them  to 
hold  the  same,  with  the  emoluments  thereunto 
appertaining,  daring  their  good  behavior  r 
That,  during  the  lastBeesion,  an  act  of  Congress 
passed,  h;  which  the  above-mentioned  law  waa 
declared  to  be  repealed ;  since  which  no  law 
has  been  made  for  asdgning  to  the  petitioners 
the  exeoniiDn  of  any  jndicial  fhnction,  nor  haa 
any  provision  been  made  for  the  payment  id 
their  stipulated  compensations:  That,  nnder 
these  circumstances,  and  finding  it  expressly  de- 
clared in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
that  "  the  Judges  both  of  the  Supreme  and  In- 
ferior Courts  shall  hold  their  offices  daring  good 
behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for 
dieir  servicce  a  compensation,  which  shall  not 
be  diminished  daring  thdr  continnanoe  in  office," 
that  petitioners  are  compiled  to  represent  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  rights  secured  to  them 
by  the  oonstitution,  asmembersof  the  Jndidal 
I>BpaniDent,  have  been  impaired :  That,  "  with 
this  sincere  oonvioliui,  and  infloenoed  by  • 
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MDBe  of  public  daty,  Uiey  moat  reepeotfaUr  re- 
qneat  of  CongreM  to  review  the  eustiog  lawa, 
vhioh  respect  the  offioee  in  question,  and  to  de- 
fine the  duties  to  be  performed  bj  the  petition- 
era,  by  ench  proviBioDS  as  shall  be  ooasisteat 
with  the  coDEdtation,  and  the  oonvenieut  ad- 
miniatratioDof  JQatJoe:"  Th&t  "the  right  of  the 
petitioDera  to  their  oompenaatJODS,  tbey  no- 
oerel;  believe  to  be  eeoared  b;  the  conatitution, 
Dotwithatandiog  any  modification  of  the  Judi- 
oial  Department,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress, public  oonvenience  may  recommend. 
This  right,  however,  involving  a  personal  in- 
terest, will  oheerfullj  be  anbmitted  to  Jndieial 
examinntioQ  and  deciaion,  in  anch  manner  as 
the  wisdom  and  impartiality  of  Congrees  may 
prescribe:  Thatjodgea  ahonld  not  be  deprived 
of  their  offices  or  oompenastiona,  without  mis- 
behavior, appears,  to  the  petitioners,  to  be 
among  the  finit  and  beet  established  principles 
of  the  American  constjtntions ;  and,  in  the  va- 
rioQB  reforms  they  have  undergone,  it  has  been 

Cerved  and  gauged  wHfa  inoreosed  aolieitndo : 
t,  on  this  bads,  the  Oonatitation  of  the 
United  States  has  Md  the  fonndatioD  of  the  Ja- 
didol  Department,  and  expressed  its  meaninf;  in 
terms  eqnally  plain  and  peremptory :"  ■  That, 
"this  being  Uie  deliberate  and  solemo  opinion 
of  the  petitioners,  the  duty  of  their  stations  re- 
quires that  they  shonld  express  it  to  the  Legis- 
lative body.  They  regret  the  necessity  which 
compels  them  to  make  the  representation ;  and 
they  confide,  that  it  will  be  attribnted  to  a  oon- 
viotioD  that  they  onght  not^  volnntarilv,  to  sur- 
render rigfata  and  authorities  iotmsted  to  their 
protection,  not  for  their  personal  advantage 
bnt  for  the  benefit  of  the  oommnnity." 

Kr.  Qmswou)  moved  a  reference  of  the  fore- 
going memorial  to  a  aelect  committee. 

Mr.  Qbego  observed  that,  according  to  the 
usual  mode  of  transacting  business,  it  onght  to 
go  to  the  Committee  of  Olaims,  He,  theretbre, 
made  that  motion. 

Mr.  BuTDOLFH  did  not  think  a  select  com- 
mittee, or  the  Oommittee  of  Olidms,  a  proper 
committee  to  whom  to  refer  this  memorial. 
What  is  its  nature  I  Does  it  embrace  any  pcdnt 
of  fact  on  which  a  committee  is  to  make  in- 
qoiry  f  No.  It  is  a  broad  oonstitntional  quee- 
tion.  He  was,  therefore,  in  fkvor  of  having  it 
examined,  where  it  must  eventually  be  settled, 
in  the  Honse.  I^  therefore,  the  memorial  haa 
any  reference,  It  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Hoose ;  to  which  efiect  he 
made  a  motion. 

Mr.  Ba.oov  hoped  this  last  motion  wonld  not 
obtdn.  He  did  not  know  what  there  was  in 
this  petition  to  disdngnish  it  flvm  any  other 
petition  troai  any  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  saggested  that  it  involved  a  great  oon- 
stitnUonal  qneetion.  He  did  not  know  that  this 
was  the  caae.  Any  thing  might  be  made  a  oon- 
etttutional  question.  Bnt  he  thought  this  qpes- 
,  tioa  had  been  alreadydetennined  by  the  wnole 
L^isl^tnre  on  the  most  mature  oeUberation. 
Be  saw  nothing  to  diatiogoiah  this  petition  fhtm 


other  petitiona.  He  wonld  not  say  that  it  wonld 
be  doing  it  too  mooh  honor,  but  it  would  be 
making  too  wide  a  difierenoa  between  similar 

S plications  to  adopt  this  course.  He  wai^ 
erefore,  for  pursuing  the  comuKn  ooarae. 

Mr.  Gbibwold  had  no  objection  to  a  refer- 
ence of  the  meoKnial  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Perhaps  that  wonld  be  the  better  modet 
It  wss  true,  aa  the  gentleauu  from  Virginia 
had  stated,  tfaata  vwy  Important  constitntional 
question  m^  arise  on  this  memorial.  Kor  did 
he  know,  w  repreeentad  by  the  gentleauui  (md 
Massaohnsetts,  (Mr.  Bacoh,)  that  all  the  oco- 
stitutional  qnestions  involved  in  the  snt^oct  hod 
b^n  settled  by  the  dedtdon  of  the  last  session. 
He  bad  nodeTstooJ.  the  gentleman  aimaell^  in 
his  speech,  dnring  the  last  smsiop.  ^o  have  said 
that  the  qoestion  of  compensotioi.  was  a  very 
different  question  from  that  then  undM-  diaen^' 
sion.  He  was  not  ah«^ntely  certain  that  that 
gtntiemao  expressed  such  an  cpinion,  but  ha 
was  certain  that  some  oantlenMn  of  Ute  majority 
did.  As  the  memorial  was  ooocbed  in  tennaof 
great  respect,  he  tmsted  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection on  the  part  of  the  Honoe  to  givw  itt 
proper  atlenlioa 

Mr.  KABDOLpn  would  k  ndady  answer  tfa* 
gentleman  from  Maesachosetta.  Doea  this  qne^ 
tion  involve  an  inquiry  either  into  mattw  ct 
expediency  or  of  fact!  With  req>eet  to&ct, 
they  were  all  agreed.  The  ludgw  make  the 
question  turn  on  a  construction  given  to  Iha 
oonatitation  J  it  was,  therefore,  indnUt^Uy  ■ 
oonsdtntional  ancstion,  on  which  a  oommittee 
could  not  decide.  The  Hons^  Ihtoi,  most  de- 
dde.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  pUnestcMO 
on  earth.  Ko  doubt  oonaUtutlonal  qoestjcuia 
may  arise  on  many  points.  He  hoped,  th»e- 
fore,  the  House  wonld  itself  decide  it.  Fck-  tus 
port,  he  oonsidered  the  dedsicm  as  already 
made.  He  hoped  the  memorial  would  be  tokoi 
up  that  day. 

Mr.  Sicnn  was  against  referrii^  Um  meoKV 
rial  to  a  Committ«e  of  the  Whole.    If  tlw  svb- 


in  favor  of  snch  s  referenoe.  Bnt  it  had 
been  most  lolly  discussed.  If  they  meant  to  rit 
there  to  the  neglect  of  the  important  liitfiiiw, 
they  ought  to  go  into  Oommitt«e  of  flie  Whole ; 
but  if  uey  meant  to  do  the  pnbUo  bnann^ 
theyouf^tnot  Oentlemenihonldreetrileettfa* 
time  meat  in  this  dtsonsdon  the  bnt  aearion. 

Mr.  Dama  thongfat  the  gentlemea  from  Peon- 
sylvanla  did  not  calculate  correctly.  The  same 
ott^eot,  as  to  debate,  wonld  be  attrined  in  <i» 
Hooae  as  in  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whc^  Fcr 
he  woold  recollect,  that  notwithstan^ng  the 
length  vi  the  debate  of  the  last  seadon,  and 
thon^  the  House  were  in  Oommittee,  no  gentle- 
man hod  spoken  more  than  ooce ;  oad,  acoord- 
isg  to  the  mles  of  the  House,  erciy  member 
had  a  ri#)t  to  speak  twice. 

Mr.  Daita  said  that  he  agreed  with  the 
leman  from  Yiri^nia  in  the  Ideoa  be  had 
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Tha  qneatioQ  was  theq  taken  oa  Ifr.  Bas- 
Dolpb's  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  to  & 
Committee  of  the  whole  Iloase,  ftnd  carried — 
area  C8. 

Tlie  SpujnK  inquired  for  what  day  it  ehonld 
be  niado  the  order. 

Mr.  Rakdolfh  sud,  to-daj. 

Mr,  GxteToui,  to-morrow. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  GRievou>'e 


for  Monday.  It  most  be  evident,  that  the  mem- 
bera  had  not  jat  enffictently  attended  to  the 
■abject  to  be  prepared  for'a  de«iuon.  It  was  a 
verf  ^Sbrent  question  trora  that  decided  the 
iMt  wasion.  It  certainly  required  some  little 
time  to  enable  gentiemen  to  revolve  it  in  their 
minda.  It  was  not  lunal  to  foroe  deoisionB  in 
th«t-way.  If  it  was  the  ot^Jeot  of  gentlemen 
merely  to  vote  it  oat,  amqloritymost  do  as  they 
ptease ;  bnt  if  they  were  oispoaed  to  pay  it  or- 
dinary respect,  they  certainly  oonld  not  urge 
M>  precipitate  a  diBonasion. 

Mr,  &AJSi>OLPS  asked  if  It  were  in  order,  after 
tbe  qneetioD  bad  bem  taken,  to  name  another 
day.  He  uM  be  wonld  not  have  nrg«d  an  im- 
mediate condderation  of  the  memorial,  but  for 
ttw  oonvlction  that  the  tatjjeot,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, bsd  nndergona  the  matorcet  inveetiKftion, 
not  only  of  every  member  on  that  floor,  bnt  of 
ttrtij  uiinking  man  in  the  United  States. 

The  Speazxb  decided  that  tbe  moving  ano- 
ther day  waa  not  in  order. 

The  qnestion  on  going  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  this  day,  was  then  carried  withonta 
divinon.    Wberenpon, 

Mr.  Ra)it>olps  moved  that  the  House  shontd 
go  into  committee  immediately. 

The  Spbaxxb  atdd  tbe  nnflnished  badnees  of 
yesterday  wonld  be  the  first  acted  npon  nnleae 
poa^oned. 

Iu.Bahimmph  moved  the  postponement  of 
file  nnflnisbed  bnsbiese  till  to-moirow.  Carried. 

Tbe  Honsa  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  memorial— Mr. 
Dawmk  In  tbe  obalr. 

The  memorisl  of  William  Tllghman  was  read ; 
wUcb  WM  aoocsnpanied  by  ten  other  nfrbatim 
manorials,  rigned  by  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Kohard  Baasett,  Philip  B.  Key,  Georee 
E.  Taylor,  Obaries  MagUL  Samnel  Hitchoook, 
Benjamin  Bonme^  EgbwtBoiscai,  «nd  William 
Griffiths. 

Mr.  aBiswou>Kud,  he  didnot  think  Itproper 
to  ent«r  Into  an  extensive  disonsrion  c^  tbe  me- 
morial. Tbe  haste  with  which  tbe  ooneiderft- 
tion  of  it  was  nrged,  appeared  to  him  indioa- 
tivo  of  &'  disposition  to  rcdect  it  altogether. 
Under  sooli  circomstaneee  msoneelon  would  be 
oselev.  At  tbe  same  time,  he  wonld 
Qiat  it  involved  a  qnestion  very  different  Irom 
that  decided  at  tbe  last  session.  It  had,  then, 
been  dedded  tiiat  tbe  Legislature  had  the  con- 
fltitalioiial  rigfat  to  deprive  the  Jndges  of  bU  Ja- 
dioial  power;  bnt  the  qneation  never  was 
settled,  that,  notwithstanding  the  Judges  should 


be  deprived  of  all  their  Judicial  powers,  they 
were  not  entitled  to  the  eompensation  gnaran- 
teed  by  the  oonstitntion.  This  involved  a.  dis- 
tinct point,  which  ought  not  to  be  hastily  acted 
upon.  The  judfjea  bsd  never  been  heard  before 
Congress  on  this  question.  They  had  a  right 
by  the  constitution  to  beheard,  and  tibo  heard 
t^  counsel,  he  prentmed,  if  tbey  desirtti  it.  He 
had  thought  the  House  would  have  given  time 
for  them  to  be  heard.  Bnt  they  Lad  determined 
'  proceed  immediately.  He  should,  therefore, 
I  cutest  with  moving  two  resolntions, 
Mr.  OmawoLD  here  read  bis  resolutions  as 
follows: 

Xaolfed,  That  proriuon  on^ht  to  be  made  by  law 

define  tba  pov«rs  to  be  eierciaed  by  tbs  jndgei  of 
the  cirenit  courti  of  tha  Unitsd  Statoi,  who  were  ap- 
pointed under  >□  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  foe 
the  tatm  cnnreident  organixatimi  of  the  eonrta  of  the 
United  States' 

Batolfd,  That  provition  ongbt  to  ba  made  by  law 
r  mbinitting  to  judicial  dccldon  the  right  of  tbs 
jodgei  of  the  oironlt  court  to  their  compenaatimii. 

Mr.  RAimoLPa  said,  the  provision  desired  by 
the  gestleisan  from  Connecticut  already  exists. 
The  Le^slatrnv  has  defined  tbe  powers  of  the 
late  circuit  Jndgee,  and  has  decided  that  they 
shall  not  execute  any  powers.  Those  powers 
are  transferred  to  other  courte.  Unless  tlio 
Hoose  bad  obangcd  their  opinion,  it  was  not 
neoeesary  to  go  into  any  discns^on  on  this 
point.  The  readiest  and  foirest  oonrse  for 
gentjemen  would  be  to  propose  to  repeal  tbe 
law  of  the  last  se^ou,  and  restore  tiie  judgi 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  re- 
solution, and  lost — ayes  S4,  noes  S6. 

The  CRAmun  then  reed  the  second  resolu- 
tion, as  follows : 

SetBhti,  That  pnividoD  ought  to  bs  made  by  law 
fbr  Bobmitting  to  judicial  dscison  ths  rigbt  of  the 
judges  of  Ibe  oirenit  cotnt  to  their  compenuUons. 

Mr.  RunMLFH  said  he  was  not  ready  for  the 
question.  He  bad  one  or  two  remarks  to  offer, 
which  had  snggiMted  themselves  daring  tbe 
reading  of  tlio  resolution.  It  had  beeu  repeat- 
edly decided  that  the  United  States  would  not 
permit  themselvee  to  be  brought  into  their  own 
courts.  Wherefore  grant  to  a  particular  class 
of  persons,  in  a  single  case,  that  which  had  ever 
been  rftfused  to  the  war-worn  soldier  of  the  Re- 
volution; eepecially  when  it  should  be  reool- 
lected  that  tbis  case,  involving  the  interests  of 
Judges,  as  a  etuU,  could  not  be  dedded  by  any 
Jndiciu  tribunal  nee  from  biast 

A  doctrine  is  advanced  new  to  this  House, 
which  I  have  been  told  originated  with  an  emir 
nent  character  on  the  henoh  of  the  United 
States ;  I  did  not  bear  the  gentleman  from  Con< 
necticnt  distinctly,  hut  I  underatand  him  jts  sub- 
scribing to  it ;  that  Congress  may,  constitution- 
ally, depriveajadgeofoll  authority,  and  transfer 
to  anotaer  his  powers  and  duties,  but  that  the 
office  nevertheless  remans,  and  the  JQ^Iso,  ot 
course,  entitled  to  his  compensation.  The  con- 
stitution says  that  "tbe  judges  shall  hold  theit 
offlcee  dormg  good  behavior,  and   shall,   for 
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their  services,  receive  a  compe&BatioD."  Tith- 
ont  entering  into  a  qneetjon  whicti  has  already 
been  so  fullr  diactueed,  he  would  barel7  re- 
mark, that  if  the  position  Just  advanced  be  cor- 
rect, the  words  ''compensation"  and  "  office," 
vbich  the  coostitation  suppoMB,  and  every  one 
believes,  to  have  distinct  and  different  meanings, 
must  be  convertible  terms.  For  when  the 
powers  and  duties  are  taken  awaj,  what,  let  me 
aak,  is  left  bnt  a  salar;  I  The  word  office  meat 
be  rendered  by  the  word  salary. 

Mr.  Dana. — The  question  of  compensation  to 
the  jadgea  involved  consderations  very  distinct 
from  those  ordinarily  decided  upon  in  that  Boiue. 
UoBt  of  the  individual  casee  brooght  here  were 
made  in  pnrsnance  of  some  particular  law,  and 
did  not  coll  in  qneation  the  anthority  of  Con- 
gress. If  the  case  of  the  Judges  were  to  be  re- 
ferred to  any  tribunal,  the  nght  to  refer  was 
founded  on  the  principle  of  controlling  the  de- 
dsions  at  the  Legislature  in  case  thoae  deoitnona 
alionld  appear  to  the  tribnnal  to  be  nnoonstitu- 
tional.  It  was,  therefore,  in  this  view  not  pro- 
per to  refer  the  qneetion  to  a  tribnnal  dependent 
on  the  body  to  be  controlled.  This  waa  the 
only  conrse  that  woald  probably  be  deemed  im- 
partial by  all  the  parties  concerned. 

Kr.  Bacon  said  the  true  question  was  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  repealing  law.  One 
'  Congress  had  passed  a  law  oonstitutin«  certain 
courts,  which  at  the  last  sesaion  had  been  re- 
pealed. Now  of  what  do  courts  consist!  Of 
jadgea,  who  are  officers  of  the  court  The  qae»- 
tion  ia,  whether  by  abolishing  the  oonrts,  Uicse 
officers  are  abolished.  He  Buppoeed  they  were. 
He  considered  the  terma  as  synonvmouB.  Now 
the  question  is  whether.  If  the  offices  are  abol- 
Islied,  those  who  filled  them  before  they  were 
abolished  are  entitled  to  salaries!  Iliatistheonly 
question  that  remains  undetermined.  Wbatdoea 
the  constitution  say !  Admitting  the  offices  abol- 
ished, it  says :  '"riie judges,  boUiofthesupreme 
and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive 
ibr  their  services  a  compensation  which  shall  I  ' 
be  diminished  during  their  continnancein  offlc 

Does  it  not  follow  that  if  they  oontinne 
office  they  are  entitled  to  a  rolfvy  for  the  e 
vices  they  perform.    If  they  do  not  oontinne  in 
office  they  are  entitled  to  nothing,  and  the  con- 
stitution has  no  reference  to  them.    This  ia  the 
true  question. 

Mr.  Smus  would  ask  whether  the  Supreme 
0<inrt  in  such  a  case  as  this  could  be  denomina- 
ted an  impartial  tribunal!  He  asked  if  they 
had  not  seen  the  time  when,  during  the  disputes 
between  the  dergv  and  laity,  no  wise  man,  n~' 
of  the  clerical  order,  would  have  trusted  hii 
self  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy!  The  same  re- 
mark applied  to  the  militarr,  and  also,  with 
gunl  force,  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
i  really,  however,  thought  that  the  Judges 
would  not  receive  the  salanea,  even  if  they  were 
offfered  to  them,  as  it  would  be  contrary  to  every 

idea  of  patriotism.    Ee,  therefore,  considered    of  those  who  had  presented  memociak ;  aba  to 
the  implication  as  a  mere  matter  of  fbnn.  1  insert  the  word ''lMe''bef(a«tbaword"Jnd8«a.'* 


Jit.  NicHouoH. — The  resdutiou  oontemjrfated 
giving  the  power  to  try  the  right  of  the  jnd^ 
to  their  olamis  ;  bnt  the  great  object  in  reahty 
was  toanthorizethejudges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  decide  npon  the  coustitntionality  of  the  re- 
pealing act.  Let  this  object,  then,  be  avowed ; 
let  it  be  so  declared  openly,  and  not  introdHced 

this  incidental  manner.  Frun  the  remarks 
made  last  year  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  it  was  a  littie  SBtprising  that 
this  application  should  be  made,  for  it  waa  tiien 
strenuoasly  conteuded  that  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
had  the  right  to  decide  upon  the  oonstitntional- 
ity  of  all  laws.  Why,  then,  ask  for  iti  If  tbey 
have  this  ri^t  we  need  not  confer  it ;  if  tbey 
have  it  not,  we  oannot  give  it  them.  If  the  p»- 
titioning  Judges  can  bring  th^r  case  befwe  Ibe 
Supreme  Court,  let  them  do  so;  laj  omsent 
shall  never  anthorice  it.  If  the  Supreme  Conrt 
shall  BrroMt«  this  power  to  themselves,  and  de- 
dare  our  &w  to  be  nnoonstitntional,  it  will  that 
behoove  us  to  act.    0=."  duty  ia  defined. 

Mr.  Ersns  sdd  when  U.e  office  of  jndge  wia 
abolished  all  his  duties  ceased.  The  aalaiy  al- 
lowed was  a  oompensatian  for  aervicea.  Now 
when  there  were  no  servioee  to  be  perforated, 
what  aalaty  could  there  be  allowed,  or  what  r*< 
tribntion  demanded!  on  what  did  this  clsdm 
rest!  On  the  opinion  of  the  Judges.  Bnt  by 
the  decision  of  the  last  winter  their  offices  were 
abolished;  it  followed,  therefore,  of  ec 
that  their  salaries  oeased  too.    This  « 

iple  question.  Ue  consdered  the  me- 
morial as  tbe  protest  of  the  jndgee  gainst  this 
decision.  As  sach,  he  was  willing  that  it  abonU 
the  flies  of  the  House,  and  instead  of 
bong  offended  at  thia  tK«tmeDt  tlte  JndgH 
oUKht  to  be  thaokfbL 

Iti.  Dasa.  aaid  the  ideas  of  the  geDtlman 
from  Uaasaohaaetts  were  in  one  raq)ect  oonecL 
The  memorial  of  thejudges  waa  aproteatagainat 
the  law  passed  by  Oongnss.  It  waa  proper 
they  should  make  it,  ao  &r  aa  they  eonfioed 
themselves  to  language  not  indecoroos  or  disre- 
spectful. He  would  admit  likewise  that  ibe 
question  of  powers  dedded  the  qoeation  c^  aal- 
ar^;  others  however  entertained  a  different 
opinion.  Why  ol^jeot  then,  in  a  case  wbera 
there  was  a  mfferenoe  of  tqunioa,  to  reftr  ibe 
deciaon  to  an  impartial  tribunal!    The  only 

auestdon  is  whether  in  a  coolest  for  power,  yoo, 
le  Legislature,  will  okim  the  exohiave  exeraaa 
ot  power,  and  whether,  even  if  yoa  diall  exceed 
the  oonstitalional  limits,  yon  will  ■■mil  tbe at- 
tire ri^t  of  saying  so,  or  whether  yon  will  re- 
fer it  to  a  tribunal  which  shall  be  an  nm{»i«  be- 
tween those  who  hold  different  (^HnhHat 

Ur.  Alston  said  the  reeolntaon  required 
amendment.  As  it  now  stood,  it  would  wpear 
that  all  the  lat«  Judges  of  the  oirmit  ooort  Maim- 
ed a  oompensatjon  for  servioea  not  ruulmd. 
He  bdieved  this  was  not  the  case.  Then  ww» 
some  of  thqse  Judges  who  had  made  no  sodt  re- 
quest.   He,  therefore,  moved  tc  ' 
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Setolvtit,  That  laovldon  onghC  to  be  ma^a  b; 
law  for  labmittUig  tojndicUldvciHan  ihe  right  of  Wil- 
liam TilghiQBn,  OUtct  Woloott,  Jenomah  Smith, 
Bicbud  BuKtt,  Philip  B.  Key  Georw  K,  Taylor, 
Charlei  Magill,  Samuel  Hitchcock,  Benjamin  Boume, 
Egbert  Benson,  and  WilliBui  Griffiths,  late  jndges  of 
tile  circuit  conrt  appointed  under  aa  act  entitled  "  Ad 
■ct  to  pnmde  for  the  more  conienieot  organiia^on  of 
the  coorti  of  the  United  States  passed  on  the  thir- 
teenth d«7  of  Febrnary,  1801 ;  "  which  said  act  wa* 
repealed  at  the  lait  Misioa  of  Congreas,  to  their  com- 


On  whicb  the  iniefition  b^ng  put,  it  wu  lost 
— ftyes  S6,  noe*  cV. 

Mr.  Yuarmt  observed  that  tbe  memorial 
wintuned  two  principlee,  both  of  wbioh  bad 
been  negfttivad.  To  draw  the  attention  to  a 
final  decision  he  would  move  another  resola- 
tioa,  to  wit : 

AbmAw^  That  the  prayer  cf  the  petition  oF  William 
"ni^iiwn  and  others  (namii^  them,)  lata  jeigat  at 
the  circuitcoiirtsof  the  United  StatSi^oii^t  not  to  b* 
granted,  and  tliat  the  petitioner!  bare  lean  to  with- 
drnir  their  petitions. 

Hr.  T.  MoBBiB  moved  that  the  oommittee. 
■honld  rise  and  report  progress,  that  the  netJtion 
might  be  printed.  Negatived  without  a  mvidon. 

The  reeolntiOD  was  then  carried  witfaont  a  di- 
Tision,  when  the  oommittee  roee  and  reported  it 

The  Boose  immediately  took  it  Into  consid- 
eration; when 

Hi.  RurooLPH  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  lat«  Jndgea  of  the  dranit  oonrte  of  the  TTniled 
Statea." 

Hr.  Ghbwold  said  he  preanmed  it  was  not 
the  olfject  to  exmuige  all  evidence  of  these  gen- 
tlemen being  Jaogee,  or  late  Judges  of  the  circuit 
oonrta  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  that  would 
mtear  to  be  the  effect  of  the  motion,  ne  most, 
tbereEKe,  call  for  the  yeas  and  naj»,  which 
wonld  make  that  fact  be  recorded  on  theji 

Ur.  Baxpoijb  atdd  he  had  made  the  motion 
that  the  reecdntion  might  conform  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petition.  Bad  the  memorialiats  called 
tbemarirea  late  ^dges,  he  should  have  had  ~~ 
oU«ction  to  tbeur  bcdng  so  de^gnated  in  the 
Muotion.  His  wish  was  to  style  them  in  the 
reaolation  as  they  had  styled  themselvea. 

Hr.  Gbibwold  aaid,  though  they  bod  not  ex- 
preasly  styled  thensdvee  circuit  Jndges,  yet  they 
Mi  stated  that  they  had  been  appointed  circuit 
Jodxes  nnder  a  law  of  the  United  States.  They 
nM  therefore  'rirtnallj  so  stjled  themselTes. 

A  few  words  were  added  by  Hr.  Ecttib 
against  it,  and  by  Hessrs.  RAintoLPH  and  Nich- 
ouox  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  words,  when 
the  qnestdon  was  taken  by  jeaa  and  naya  and 
carried — yeas  60,  nays  47. 

And  then  the  "i"!"  question  bdng  taken,  that 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  Oommittee.  of  the  whole  House, 
amended  to  read  as  fotows ; 

g«K>lw*d,  That  a»  pn^or  ■/  tiie  pMitioDi  of  WQ- 


liam  Tilghman,  Oliver  Woloott,  mohard  Basset^ 
Charles  Magill,  Samnel  Hitcboock,  Banjanin  Bonma, 
Egbert  Benson,  Fhillp  B.  Key,  William  Griffith,  Jer- 
emiah Smith,  and  Qeoige  E.  T^lor,  oogfat  not  to  be 

inted ;  and  that  the  petttionen  have  leave  to  with- 

Lw  their  petitions. 

Ct  was  resolved  In  the  affirmative,  yeas  61, 
nays  87,  as  follows: 

Yus. — WilUi  Alston,  John  Archer,  John  BaooOf 
Phannel  Blahop,  Walter  Bowie,  Kchani  Brent,  Robert 
Brown,  William  BnOer,  Samnel  J.  Cabell,  Thomas 
Claibome,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cli^iton,  John  Condi^ 
Richard  Catta,  Thomaa  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Eariy,  Lucas  Elmendorph, 
Ebcneur  Elmer,  William  Enstis,  Edwm  Gray,  Andrew 
Gregg,  John  A.  Haima,  Daniel  Heliter,  Joseph  Heli- 
ter,  William  Helms,  William  Hogp,  James  Holland, 
Darid  Holmes,  Georg:^  Jackson.  Michael  Leib,  David 
Meriwether,  Samuel  L  Mitchm,  Thomas  Moore,  James 
Motl.  AnUiony  New,  Thomas  Nawton,  jnn.,  Josmh  H. 
Nteholsoo,  John  Randolph,  jr.,  Joha  Smilie,  Israel 
Smifli,  John  Smilh,  (of  New  Yorti,)  John  Smith,  (oT 
Virginia,)  Jonah  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henty  Sooth- 
aid,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  John  Stew- 
art, John  Taliaferro,  jr.,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Ahram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Fbilip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Isaac  Van  Hoins, 
Robert  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  aiid  Thomas  Wynnib 

Nats. — Thomas  Boude,  John  Campbell,  HaoMseh 
Cntler,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daveiqiort,  John 
Dennis,  Abiel  Foster,  Calvin  Goddard,  Roger  Gria- 
wold,  William  Barrr  Grove,  Seth  Hastings,  Joseph 
Hemphill,  Aidlibald  Henderson,  Willjam  H.  Hill, 
Bei(]amin  Buger,  Samnel  Bimt,  Thomas  Lowndes, 
Ebeneier  Mattooo,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Thomas  Moni^ 
Eliaa  PeAtns,  Thomas  Plater,  Nathan  Read,  John 
Rntledge,  William  Sbepard,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Stanley,  John  Stratton,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samnel  Temtey,  Samuel  Thatoher.  Thomas  'nUiug- 


Woodi. 

Fbidat,  Janoaiy  26. 
FrtitnU  to  a  Minittgr't  W}^ 

Hr.  SpsiEEB  Md  before  the  Hoose  a  letter 
from  Col.  Hnmphreys,  late  Minister  at  the 
Ooort  of  Hadrfa,  stating  that,  when  he  waa 
about  to  leave  that  Court,  the  Hlniater  of  State 
urged  his  acceptance  of  the  customary  present 
from  His  H^esty.  CoL  Humphreys  informed 
hifn  that  he  oonld  not,  consistenUy  vrith  the 
constitntion  of  his  Qoverament,  accept  the  pre- 
sent. Tb%  Minister  continued  to  preas  the  ao- 
o^itance,  and  urged  that  as  he  waa  no  longer  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  there  could  be  no 
impropriety  in  his  receiving  it.  Ool  H.  replied 
that,  tbooEh  he  was  then  out  of  office,  there 
would  still,' in  his  opinion,  be  en  indelicacy  in 
the  acceptance,  and  that  if  he  should  receive 
the  present  designed  for  him,  he  should  conaider 
it  as  his  duty  to  deliver  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Preddent  of  the  ITnited  Btates,  to  be  disposed 
of  at  the  pleasore  of  the  Government. 

Under  Uiese  circumstances  he  left  the  Court 
of  Madrid;  and  upon  hie  arrival  in  the  United 
States,  he  found  a  casket  of  Taluahle  femalo 
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ornaments  addreaeed  toUra.  Enmnhreys,  wMob, 
thongh  naaccompanied  bj  oof  letter,  he  pre- 
Bnmed  to  be  a  present  from  tlie  Qaeeu  of  Spain. 
Doubting  the  propriety  of  accepting  it  onder 
■neb  circnmHtancefl,  Mra.  Hninpht^B  presented 
the  casket  to  the  President  of  tie  nnited  States, 
who  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretarj  of 
State.  The  Secretary  of  State  declining  to  de- 
cide the  oonatitntional  qnestion,  whether  Mr. 
Homphreya  could  with  propriety  retain  it, 
ordered  it  to  be  retamed  to  him  for  the  pnrpose 
of  being  sent  back  to  Spain,  or  othenrae  dis- 
poeed  of  as  h;  nsay  think  proper.  It.  Hum- 
nhrejB  reftised  to  receive  it  back  on  such  terras ; 
It  consequently  remains  with  the  chief  clerk  in 
the  Department  z'  State,  and  Mr.  H.  now  re- 
queats  Congress  to  give  orders  for  sending  it 
back  to  Spain,  or  for  disposing  of  it  in  saoh 
other  way  aa  they  may  think  proper.  He 
makes  the  same  request  respecting  a  sword  pre- 
sented him  by  the  Dot  of  Algiers,  which  is  also 
fn  the  bands  of  the  chief  olerk  of  the  Depart- 
meDt  of  State,  nnder  similar  circomstancee. 

The  subject^  after  considerable  conversation 
in  the  House,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

Fr*nek  l^liatumM, 

Mr,  Mrrcmii  called  up  his  resolution  re- 
q>eoting  French  depredations,  as  Mows:  . 

"SaalwiL  Tluit  a  comioittee  be  appointed  lo 

qnire  by  what  mauu  thavalne  orsmmuitof  [TOfH^L. 

t^CD  rrom  cititeoa  of  the  Unitsd   Sut«s  by  tb« 

Fttnch  during  tbe  lata  wu  in  Enrope  can  be  beM 


aKMrtained,  uid  the  saTetal  aorti  of  oaptarea  dU- 
trngoiihed  ud  °l>;;H)d,_  and  nport  thareoa  to  this 
mdenmiacatirai  be  made." 
L  amendment,  which 


Honaa,  to  the 

Mr.  Batabd  ofKtred         

was  agreed  to,  striking  ont  the  latter 'part' of 
the  resolDtion,  and  instmcting  the  oommittoo 
to  report  their  opinion  whether  indemnifloati 
eball  be  made. 

After  a  very  desultory  debate  on  referring 
the  reeolntion  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  or 
to  a.  aelect  committee,  and  the  Kijeotion  of  a 
motion  of  reference  to  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  rvsolntion 
as  amended,  which  was  detenoined  ~ 
ne^tive — ayes  &i,  aota  89. 

The  Hoose  actjonnied. 

HoHDAT,  Jitaury  81. 
Another    member,  to  wit,    Jom  Fowlkb, 
froKff-Kentnofcy,  speared,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
tiie  Honae. 

Ifr.  Batakd  observed  that  a  resolution  offer- 
ed some  days  since  by  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  MiroHiLt,)  of  oon^derabla  national, 
and  of  ^eat  individnal  importance  to  a  large 
ddKinption  of  citizena,  speared  to  him  to  have 
been  disagreed  to  more  from  considerations  of 
RMTn  than  substance :  as  the  merits  of  the  sub- 
ject were  not, --  ''-- ' ■         ■     - 


In  order   to    meet  tbe  Ideas  o£ 

Santlemen  who  desired,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
ecide  the  principle  whether  Indemmty  ongfat  to 
be  made  to  onr  merchants,  be  snbmittea  Um 
following  resolation ; 

Jtaalved,  That  providon  ought  to  be  mtde  Ire  Uw, 
to  izidflmnify  &e  dtiieai  of  the  United  St&tos  who,  in 
canying  on  a  lawful  Irada  to  (breign  paiti,  mSend 
losses  by  the  uinin  of  their  pnipa:^  made  by  nn. 
■utboilisd  French  oraiso™,  or  by  uy  Franoh  cnaatx, 
without  mfflcient  oaow,  in  Tiolation  of  the  ri^ta  of 
Amerioan  commerce,  duriag  the  lata  war  between 
Great  Britain  aod  the  tVeuih  Republic,  and  wboaa 
cluma  for  indenmity  againet  the  said  Kepoblic  wera 
reaonaiwl  hj  the  Cnilad  Statei,  by  dvlr  aocnitaiice 
of  the  ratifcation  of  tbe  tretty  ImMj  mad*  wiA 

Mr.  Batabd  moved  the  taking  np  tba  rmo- 
Intion  for  consideration ;  on  which  tbe  Hodm 
divided— yeas  89,  nays  «.  Kesolation  ordarad 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Abont  S  o*dook  the  gaBeiiee  wer«  cleand, 
and  the  Boose  remuued  with  closed  doon  tOI 
'  o'clook,  when  they  odjonmed. 

WBnKBBDAT,  Febraarj  S, 

li-meh  Spoliation*. 

Mr.  Hill  called  for  the  order  (/  tbe  day  oa 

the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importatkiB  at  certain 

persona,  whose  admission  is  prohibited  by  lawa 

of  tbe  States. 

Mr.  Batabd    requested  the    gentteraaii  to 
waive  hia  oall  for  one  momoit,  to  aasble  the 
Honse  to  take  his  r«eolation  reepectans  French 
spoliations,  laid  some  days  since  on  the  toUe, 
into  ooneideraUon  for  tbe  sole  pnrpme  of  siring 
It  aproper  dispoaitiwi.    His  <rt^  some  diin 
smoa,  when  he  oalled  it  up,  was  to  have  it  i^ 
fcrred  to  a  Ctommitlee  of  the  whole  Hoim.  not 
to  urge  its  disonsaion  on  that  day.    His  object 
WAS  now  tbe  same,  and  his  sole  wish  waa  that 
it  sbould  be  referred,  and  a  dm  named  for  iu 
consideration.  As,  however,  said  Mr.  B_  it  may 
be  voted  down  now,  as  it  then  wbsl  withoat 
any  reasons  being  aaeigned,  gentlemoi  will  ex> 
ouse  me  for  oalling  the  yeas  and  nays.    I  hope 
gentlemen  will  ao  tkr  at  lent  comply  witi)  tbe 
forms  of  justice  as  to  aoffer  the  cms  to  Im  coti- 
wdered,  whatever  may  be  tb^  nl&oate  de- 
cision upon  it, 
Mr.  RAKDOLra  said  be  wodU  ^  the  SMitlft- 
an  from  Delaware,  whether  be  had  aem  ut 
diqyodtion  in  that  Honte  to  diaooa  tbe  cntn 
ot  t    For  bU  Mrt  he  bad  aeen  mhm,  cMmt 
the  Honse  or  in  uy  indivMaal  member     Eb 
It  no  oUectiw  to  tdce  iq>  the  raUeet  M  ut 
tmia  and  to  diaow,  w  rather  tohMr  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  discnaa  it  He  bened, 
therefore,  the  gentleman  wooU  not  peraUia 
takmg  up  the  time  of  the  Honse  by  nUinr  tba 
yeas  and  nay* 
Til.  Batabd  said  he  had  sedi  an  indiapMitta 
the  Honaa  to  diacoas  tbe  saMeet-  and  the 


. ,  «  «.«  uior™  oi  me  sno-   reason  why  the  gentleman  fiom"Vi^i^CS 
ttat  ooca«on,  brought  Into  I  not  aeen  it  waa,  C  wLtTin  iS^'S 
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the  day  be  had  before  moved  that  the  Maola- 
tion  sboald  be  takea  op.  Had  he  been  in  hie 
place,  be  would  have  seen  that  a  motion  to  take 
it  into  ooneideratioit  hod  been  rejected  with- 
out a  Eingle  reason  being  aemgned.    Bat  onder 


waiTB  his  oall  for  the  jeoa  and  naye. 

Ur.  Rassolfh  aaH  he  spoke  onlr  for  him- 
•df. 

Ur.  Bi.TABn  replied  that  he  then  perristed  in 
the  can. 

The  yens  and  najt  were  then  taken  on  tak- 
ing op  the  reaolotioD  ■  and  were — yeas  65,  nays 
SB. 

The  reeolntlon  was  referred  to  the  Oonunittee 
trf  the  Wbok  without  opposition. 

When  Mr.  Batako  moved  that  it  be  made  the 
order  for  Uonday  next. 

Ur.  R.  WnjjUfB  moved  the  Sd  (rfUareh. 

Ur.  GKoee  thonght  it  was  beet  to  take  the 
resohition  np  fiUrlyand  detdde  It  at  once. 

Ur.  fi.  Wnxuxe  atii  h«  was  williiiK  to  meet 
it  biriy,  bat  he  thonght  one  day  enmcient  for 
the  inveBtigatinn. 

Ur.  Htrexn  had  no  hesitation  in  layiag  this 
was  a  qneetion  of  great  moment,  and  one  well 
worthy  of  the  deliberate  attention  of  the  Honse. 
To  be  Bore,  if  there  was  a  great  press  of  impor- 
tant business,  he  wonid  acqaieece  in  its  post- 
ponement.   Bnt  this  was  not  the  casa    There 


investigation  of  the  enbieot.  The  motdon  to 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  last  day  of 
the  sesdon,  when  ^e  prasa  of  other  bnsineas 
woold  abeointely  preclude  any  attention  to  it, 
was  tantamount  to  a  refiiaal  <^  all  inveetigation 
whatever.  Unless  Uie  motion  was  with- 
drawn, he  woold,  tharelbte,  osU  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Ur.  Sacos  said  his  mind  preponderated 
•gidnat  the  claim.  Bat  tobim  it  aOT>eBred  thata 
postponement  to  sooh  a  day,  wooM  be  the  same 
as  declaring  the  claim  Hhoald  not  be  attended 
to.  If  the  claim  should  be  enstained  by  the 
rote  of  the  Honae,  it  would  surely  reqoire 
more  than  one  day  to  make  the  neoeceary 
nrrai^emaitfl  for  oanytng  h  into  the  shape  of  a 
law. 

Ur.  BxTAXD, — ^No  doubt  the  ehservatJcn  of 
tin  gentleman  from  Uassaohasetts  is  oorreot, 
that  a  poetponememt  to  the  last  day  of  the 
senon  is,  In  eSbot,  predsely  the  same  m  to  re- 
ject the  «l^m  altt^ietha'.  Qentiemen  onf^t  to 
consider  that  our  sole  object  is  to  toing  into 
diaonision  the  olalms  of  our  oitizens.  I  do  not 
andertoke  to  express  any  opinion  of  the  validity 
of  the  olaims.    No  member  on  the  floor  is  lees 

rrsonally  or  locally  interested  than  I  am.  Bat 
do  tbuik  that  no  claim  whatever,  of  the 
meanest  natnre,  shoold  be  decided  npoa  until  the 
party  is  heard.  Uany  of  our  citiiena,  who  have 
incurred  loeeee,  sappoee  they  hare  an  equitable 
claim  on  the  OorerumenL  The  ohuma  have  been 
auumnoed  in  the  pidiUopqttn,  and  la  petitloiis 


on  the  files  of  this  Honse.  la  it  then  for  tiiia 
House  to  say  they  will  not  attend  to  the  petitions 
of  ear  citiiens )  For  what  do  we  aak  t  Simply 
for  a  discDggion,  and  that  a  dedrion  ahall  not  be 
made  until  those  who  conmder  themselves  ag- 
grieved shall  be  heud.  Are  gentlemen  nnwiO- 
ing  to  troBt  themselves,  lest  tbeir  own  con- 
sciences should  compel  them  to  an  aot  of  Juaticet 
Bat  I  will  abst^  from  gtung  into  the  merita  of 
the  SDbJect.  I  will  onlyvepeat  that  there  is  no 
petition,  however  worthkss,  bnt  the  House  paya 
it  s  decent  respect,  by  referrina  it,  and  allowing 
time  tor  Ha  examination.  WiU  they  then,  in  a 
case  of  ancQ  magnitude  as  this,  where  there  ar« 
BO  many  ulaimB,  so  vHrioosly  characterized,  will 
they  refnse  this  ordinarv  measure  of  respect  f  I 
will  expect  a  different  decision  from  the  justice 
and  candor  of  the  Honse. 

Ur.  R.  WiLUAUB  said  be  would  withdraw  his 
lotion,  and  move  that  the  snlyect  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day,  fbr  the  first  day  of  Uarch,  which 
would  allow  somdeut  time  fbr  a  full  and  fUr  ii^ 
vestigation. 

Mr.  Smiuc  did  not  know  what  the  gentlonan 
from  Delaware  meant,  when  he  said  we  were  not 
willing  to  tmst  onr  consdences.  He  hoped  every 
gentieman  bad  aa  good  a  conscienoe  as  the  gen- 
ueman  himself.  For  his  own  part,  if  there  was 
time  to  discosB  this  mbjecl,  he  woold  be  willing 
to  bear  it  discussed,  and  it  wonld  then  appear 
who  brought  the  merehants  into  their  iniafor- 
tones,  and  who  oocauoned  their  loasee.  Bnt,  aa 
he  bdieved  tbere  was  not  now  time,  he  thought 

best  to  postpone  the  con«deration  of  tha 

il^eot  nntu  the  next  Besaion,  when  it  wonld 
folly  appear  who  had  been  tiie  friends,  and 
who  the  enemies  of  onr  merohants.  In  the 
1  time  he  would  only  add  that  he  woold 
r  be  one  of  thoae  who  woold  oonseot  to  tax 
the  agrtouhurat  inteieets  of  the  oounby  to  pay 
the  merchant& 

Ur.  RnTLKDOu  observed  that  it  was  important 
that  onr  merchants  ^loald  be  extHoated  from 
their  preeent  embarrassments.  They  wish  to 
know  the  disposition  of  Congreea  on  their 
oMms.  This  camiot  be  done  if  the  preeent 
motion  obtain ;  for  the  subject^  in  that  event, 
will  be  disposed  of  thin  eeesioa  predsely  as  it 
was  the  lo^  It  was  then  referred,  at  an  early 
period,  to  a  oonunittee  with  whom  it  slept  until 
near  the  close  of  the  seesion,  when  a  report, 
merdy  of  facta,  was  made.  The  report  was  then 
mode  at  a  late  day  of  the  seatdon,  and  the  Hoose 
never  took  It  op.  It  is  now  propoeed  to  be  post- 
poned until  a  very  late  day  of  this  seedon,  and 
It  will  then  not  be  taken  np. 

Whatever  the  opuuona  of  some  gentlemen 
may  be,  it  is  a  fact  that  many  honorable  and  nn- 
fortnn^  merchants  are  now  struggling  with 
their  misfortnnee,  produoed  by  French  spolia^ 
tions,  whom  the  hope  of  relief  from  Government 
has  saved  from  min,  Tbey  wiah  to'know  their 
taXA,  and  no  longer  to  be  kept  in  suspense.  Let 
their  cl^ms  then  be  decided  at  once;  andif  gen- 
tiemen  are  ready  to  say  they  shall  not  be  ia- 
damnified  for  losses,  which,  but  for  the  rennn- 
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ciation  of  the  treaty,  thej  wonld  have  been  ia- 
demDilled  for  bj  Franoei  let  them  saj  so.  It  U 
known  that  Frwioe  would  have  indemnified  for 
these  losses,  but  for  the  treaty.  The  most 
reepectable  lettera  have  been  reoeived  from 
France  to  this  efibct ;  and  Jtx.  R.  said  the  fact 
was  withla  his  own  pemoual  knowledge.  Under 
these  dranmstaaces  the  d^ms  ought  to  be 
take^  Qp  and  decided  upon  speedily.  If  the  gen- 
tlemen were  sorions  ia  naming  so  late  a  day, 
the  House  most  be  tronbled  with  the  calling  of 
the  yeas  and  nays ;  as  it  was  impossible  t«  ei- 
peat  tliat  any  tbiog  that  wonld  h%  efiectual 
ooidd  be  done  after  the  flret  of  Hiroh,  aa  all 
the  measnres  adopted  by  the  Hooae  required 
the  ooacuirenoe  of  the  Senate  and  the  details  of 
a  law. 

Vr.  R.  WiLiuus  swd  be  never  permitted 
himself  to  propose  any  thing  to  that  Honse  in 
whioh  be  was  not  seriooB.  He  waa  serlona  in  his 
belief  that  if  bis  motion  shonld  be  adopted  there 
wonld  be  ftill  lime  allowed  for  an  investigation 
of  the  subject.  He  was  in  Avor  of  the  distant 
day  he  had  named,  inasmuch  as  he  was  oonvinoed 
tbat  it  wonld  protect  the  Hoose  &om  the 
nnneeessary  oonsnmption  of  a  great  deal  of  time, 
and  which,  if  taken  np  now,  would  interfere 
with  the  transaction  of  mnch  important  bofflneea, 
Fnll  time  would  still  be  allowM  to  decide  the 
question  of  indemnity.  He  did  not  know  that 
more  waa  required  this  gearion  by  any  body. 
He  had  not  heard  any  member  say  that  a  law 
would  be  neoeesary  this  seaslon.  All  that  was 
required  was  a  decision  preparatory  to  a  law. 
In  his  opinion  this  was  ^improper  time  todia- 
oon  the  merita  of  the  snl^eot ;  he  shonld,  tliere- 
fore,  make  no  reply  to  ohserrations  of  this 
natore,  whioh,  he  thought,  had  been  improperiy 
offered  at  this  stage  of  the  busineBB. 

Mr.  Bat&bd  said  he  had  not  &llen  into  the 
same  mistake  with  his  honorable  &iend  from 
South  Oarolina,  in  oonMdering  the  gentlemui 
from  North  Carolina  in  esnueat  in  the  motion  he 
had  made.  He  had  not  thought  him  serious,  as 
t^  day  named  by  him  was  bo  late  as  not  to  allow 
time  soffloieut  for  a  fdr  disouasion.  The  gen- 
tleman Was  not  a  new  member,  and  his  expe- 
rience conld  tell  him  how  imperiously  the  House 
were  occupied,  during  the  last  two  or  three  days 
of  its  Hitting,  in  detdl  indispensaUy  neeeHsan  to 
ooznplet«  business  already  b^pm.  Be  bad  seldom 
known  the  close  of  a  session,  when  it  had  not 
been  necessary  to  sit  on  Sunday  or  till  midnidit 
How  then  oould  it  be  expected  that,  at  au^  a 
period,  even  the  semblanoe  of  Jnstdce  could  b« 
done  to  the  subject  ?  Whereas,  if  it  were  earlier 
attended  to,  they  might  consult  their  own  con- 
Tenience.  If  it  happened,  as  had  heretofore 
been  the  case,  that  they  liad  more  time  than 
they  knew  what  to  do  with,  a  much  earlier  day 
oould  he  fixed  on.  But  should  the  subject  b« 
postponed  till  the  first  day  of  March,  it  might  be 
■ud,  if  the  House  should  not  then  go  into  oom- 
mittee  on  it,  that  a  day  so  late  had  been  named 
with  H  view  of  deferring  the  aultjeot  to  the  next 
■eauon.    While,  if  the  Honse,  actuated  by  maig- 


nanimity  and  justice,  shall  go  into  its  c(mader»- 
tion,  it  would  put  it  In  the  power  ot  a  minori^, 
or  even  a  few  members,  tii  prevent  the  tranaao- 
tion  of  other  important  bosmeae.  Ur.  B.  said 
he  would  not  pledge  himself;  but  he  rather 
thonght  the  subject  oould  be  diseased  in  th» 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  mis- 
taken him  on  the  point  of  oonscienoe.  This  was 
not  astciniBhing,  as  that  gentleman  often  made 
mistakes.  He  had  said  nothing  about  tbe  con- 
science of  that  gentleman,  as  he  knew  nothing 
abont  it  He  it  as  asked  whether  gentlemen  were 
unwilling  to  trost  themselTea,  lest  \htar  own  oaa> 
sciences  nbould  compel  them  to  do  an  act  of  Jos- 
tioe.  This  was  all  he  had  said,  and  it  had  not 
been  said  with  anv  view  to  impeach  the  ood- 
sdenoe  of  any  gentleman  on  the  enljectL 

Mr.  Baoon  hoped  this  bosineas  waakl  be  b» 
conducted  as  to  snow  a  dispoMtion  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  meet  theee  ohunu  on  hftnorabla 
and  fur  prindplee,  and  so  as  to  Tnanifi«»  no  in- 
dispoution  to  a  &i^  and  taU  disoossoii.  Ii  waa 
nndoahtedly  a  serious  qneation.  There  were  a 
number  of  respectable  charact«rB  intereated  in 
the  decifdon — respectable,  because  citizene  of 
the  United  Statee.  He  hop«d  their  cliums  woolid 
be  treated  with  all  the  candor  and  liberalitv 
they  had  a  right  to  expect.  He  aj^nvheoded 
that  two  or  three  daya  were  not  sufficient, 
amidst  the  crowd  of  other  businen  at  the 
end  of  a  seadon,  for  a  fair  and  foil  examina- 
tion. He  should,  therefine,  vote  against  the 
motion, 

Mr.  D1.WSOS  hoped  the  motion  wonld  jmvtwI, 
A  resolution  in  a  great  measure  siniilar  to  that 
now  proposed  by  the  gentleman  troca  Delaware 
had  been  offered  some  time  ainee  by  ■  gendenaaa 
from  New  York.  It  was  moved  to  refer  that 
motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh<de  and  ne- 
gatived ;  afterwards  a  motion  waa  made  to  re- 
fer it  to  a  edeot  oomndttee,  whkih  waa  abo 
negatived.  He  did  oonohide,  from  tbeae  docMoD^ 
that  a  minority  of  the  Honse  were  not  diqwaad 
to  disouasthemeritaoftheqnesthm  thkseaBML 
He  believed  this  was  still  tAe  Beatimeiit  of  tbe 
m^ority,  who  considered  the  ant^ject  as  not  yet 
ripe  for  dedslon.  He,  therefore,  thoo^t  the 
Uddng  it  up  at  aa  early  day  wonM  only  aarre  to 
waste  time. 

Mr.  QRia»  said,  that  so  fiw  as  his  mind  was 
made  up,  he  was  against  the  claim ;  bnt  hewaa, 
notwithstaodm^  in  favor  of  a  fidl  dioeuaoB  ol 
it.  Tbe  Bul^eot  had  been  attended  to.  Tbe 
committee  appointed  last  seaaon  had  gone  inw 
a  laborious  investigation  ttt  it ;  and  had  made  a 
report  containing  varv  important  ttatHMUto 
and  facta.  He  wished  the  ocmnderation  to  be  ae 
far  delayed,  as  to  allow  time  for  tbe  [wintii^  of 
this  report  He  was  agdnst  a  pastp(«eni«it  to 
the  first  day  of  Maroh ;  bnt  thoof^t  the  aeeood 
Monday  in  February  wonld  answer. 

Mr.  Thatohik  said  he  fbK  gratified  at  tbe 
Hoaae  manifesting  more  liberality  in  giving  an 
opportuntty  now  to  disonas  tbe  snlgeet  than 
had  been  manileated  befcHVw    AtteDaptn  mnde 
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daring  the  last  sessioii  to  discnes  the  ratject 
had  ended  b  nothing.  This  w^od,  when  the 
geotleraan  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mttohill)  bad 
odered  a  resolatioa,  it  had  been  iiegBtlved.  The 
motioD  of  the  geaCleiaan  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
Batabd)  to  take  ap  the  present  resolation  Hod 
bIbo  been  oegatireid.  Bat  now  a  considerable 
n^ority  were  for  taking  it  into  consideration. 
He  was,  however,  nirpnsed  afthe  motions  for 
nuking  the  eonalderation  of  the  subject  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  the  first  and  third  of  March, 
as  they  would  in  effect  fhistrate  all  discnseion, 
from  the  press  of  other  bnsiiiees.  The  snbject 
wafl  of  infinite  importance;  millions  depend 
upon  the  decision.  The  merchants  were  anxions 
to  know  the  resnlL  A  state  of  snapense  was, 
of  all  states,  most  painful  to  them.  Why  then 
pnt  off  the  decision  of  a  (Utioi  In  bis  opinion 
Jnst^  and  to  which  the  House  ought  not  to  shut 
their  eanf 

Mr.  Ensns  said,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  mover  to  postpone  to  the 
first  of  March,  and  of  the  intentions  of  gentle- 
men on  this  or  any  other  occasion,  he  had  no 
dispodtion  to  inquire— the  tendency  of  the 
postponement  will  be  to  predodo  a  deliberate 
discusHon.  Those  more  conversant  with  the 
eonrae  of  business  knew,  better  than  be  did, 
the  pressure  of  bosineaa  which  necessarily 
crowded  the  last  days  of  a  seseioD ;  and  he  was 
more  averse  to  the  modon  from  the  avowal  of 
■n  honorable  gentleman  from  Tirginia,  (Mr. 
Dawson,)  whoaad  risen  to  sappo"t  the  motion, 
■nd  avowed  his  principal  reason  to  be  a  convic- 
tion that  the  present  Oongress  ought  not  to 
take  any  dedsive  measurea  on  the  subject  of  the 
claims.  He  differed  widely  from  that  gentle- 
man. Independently  of  the  maghitude  and  ex- 
tent of  these  clums,  and  of  the  rituation  of 
those  concerned,  the  House  were  called  npon 
by  a  sense  of  pnblio  duty  to  bestow  upon  them 
a  cool  and  deliberate  oonrideration,  which  on 
ordinary  oocsajons  was  extended  to  applications 
of  an  individual  and  inferior  nature.  The  com- 
mon coDrse  of  boainesa  brings  this  subject  to 
view.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  last 
seedon  of  Oongre«,  the  memorials  of  the 
claimants  were  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  select  oommittee.  That  committee  reported 
a  Bta,t«  of  facts,  and  closed  their  report  with  the 
following  words: 

"  Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  oaoa,  the  committee 
nbmit  it  to  tbe  Honse,  to  determias  whether  the 
Oovenuueut  of  tba  United  Stataa  are  in  ssy  retpect 
lioiuid  to  indeDuuTj  tbe  demorisliBts;  and  whather 
there  be  any  groood  for  dimlmiiistioii  between  tbe 
cues  of  liMses  sustained  befan  Uie  ecti  ot  the  28tli 
ofMay.'lTae,  theTthoTJnlr,  1798,  ud  tbe  9th  of 
July,  I T9S ;  snd  ciues  of  lonei  aastuned  sAer  thoto 

From  the  late  day  of  the  session  in  which 
tills  report  waa  made,  no  order  was  taken  on 
it,  DO  discussion  was  had.  By  this  part  of  the 
t  report  facts  are  offered  for  consideration ;  data 
are  fiimished;  a  discrimination,  in  point  of 
time,  and  of  ooorae  in  point  of  meril^  is  made ; 
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and  the  final  determination  is  submitted  to  tho 
House. 

A  sense  of  Justice  to  the  memorialists  and  a 
strong  sense  of  poblio  duty  require  that  we 
meet  the  questiun  and  come  to  a  lecision. 
Those  who  appear  already  to  have  Judged  the 
question  may  possibly  see  in  tbo  stateiiienta 
which  have  been  made,  sod  tbe  argnments  by 
which  tbe  cltdm  will  be  supported,  reasons  to 
alter  their  opinions.  In  any  event,  and  espe- 
cially after  a  discussion,  in  case  of  an  adherence 
to  those  opinions  they  appear  already  to  have 
formed,  if  they  foil  to  produce  conviction  on 
others,  the  reasons  on  which  they  ground  those 
opinions  may  be  useful  to  the  House,  and  will 
accompany  and  J ustiPf  the  vote  they  shall  final- 
ly give.  When  the  (question  shall  be  decided 
(and  I  hope  it  will  be  in  favor  of  an  earlier  day 
than  that  moved  for)  I  shall  move  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  last  winter  shdl 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  jf  the  'Whole,  to- 

Gther  with  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
will  be  also  proper  at  that  time  to  give  a 
second  readme  to  the  memorials  which  have 
been  presented — tbe  grounds  on  which  they 
rest  their  claim  will  be  brought  again  into  view, 
and  by  giving  them  a  free  discnmion  and  con- 
sideration we  shall  be  better  enabled  to  (»nie 
to  a  jost  decision.  These  claims,  like  consclenM^ 
are  of  no  party;  the  misfortune  has  been  indis- 
criminate, and  it  is  to  be  expected  the  final  de- 
termination will  be  jQst. 

Mr.  HoixAXD  advocated  a  full  disousmon,  and 
the  assignment  of  an  early  day. 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  on 
making  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  tbe  first  of 
March,  and  it  was  decMed  in  the  negative^ 
yeas  18,  nays  74. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bi.TAXti  it  was  made  the 
order  fbr  the  second  Monday  in  February. 

Thubsdat,  February  8. 
Amy  BardMt  Claim. 
A  petition  of  Amy  Dordin,  of  tbe  county  of 
UeoUenburg,  in  tbe  State  of  Virginia,  widow 
and  relict  of  David  Dardin,  deceased,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  praying  compen- 
aation  for  the  value  of  a  atud  horse,  called 
BomuloB,  the  property  of  the  deceased,  which 
was  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Southern 
army  under  the  command  of  M^or  General 
Greene^  by  order  of  James  Gnnn,  captain  in  a 
regiment  of  Continental  cavalry,  some  time  ia 
the  month  of  Joly,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one.    Referred  to  the  Committee  of 


■  TuBflDiT,  February  8. 
DUtTiet  of  Columbia. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  following  resolution!!,  offered  by 
Mr.,  Baoon  : 

"Raolmd,  That  it  ie  eipedieat  for  Congreu  to  le- 
oede  to  the  State  oTVirgiiiia  tbe  joriidictioi)  of  that 
put  of  the  Teiritoiy  of  Columbia,  which  wee  ceded 
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to  the  United  States  by  the  >ud  StkU  of  VirgbiU,  bj 
mo  act  paued  the  third  day  of  December  in  the  jear 
1769,  eatitled,  "Aa  act  for  the  csuion  of  ten  milei 
•qoim,  or  any  leaser  qnantitj  of  territOTj,  vithin  thia 
State,  to  the  United  States  In  Coogreu  aasembled, 
for  the  paimanent  aeat  of  tbe  Geneiml  Qaremmeiit.' 
Frorided,  the  aaid  State  of  Viigioia  aliall  oonaeat  mod 
agree  thereto, 

"  lUtoleed,  Th&t  itia  expedient  forCongreaa  to  re- 
oede  to  tbe  Stats  oTHaTrland  the  Jnriedicdan  of  that 
part  of  Columbia  vhich  waa  c«iCad  to  the  United 
States  by  the  taid  State  oT  Uan-land,  by  an  act 
paued  the  IStfrdsy  of  December,  In  tiie  year  IT91, 
entitled  "  Aa  act  concerning  the  Territory  oT  Colnm- 
Ua  and  the  City  (^  WaaUnglon :'  Frovidtd,  That  aid 
State  oTMaiyland  ahall  cooaent  and  agree  thereto." 

The  first  rcsolation  being  read, 

Mr,  Smiui  atud  it  was  not  Mb  wish  to  take 
up  tbe  time  of  the  House,  bat  barelv  to  aeuni, 
in  a  few  words,  his  reoaona  for  tbe  vote  ae 
ahould  g^ve.  In  tbe  last  Gonn^ss  be  bad  voted 
against  tbe  aB9iimption,  and  lie  had  heard  no 
reasons  since  to  change  hia  opinion  on  the  pro- 
priety of  that  TOte.  He  ahoald,  therefore,  vote 
now  for  a  retrocession.  He  never  could  under' 
stand  the  reason  for  giving  Congress  an  excln- 
aive  Jurisdiction  over  ten  miles  sqosre.  He  be- 
lieved there  waa  but  one  reason:  It  had  been 
thought  good  policy  to  introduce  this  article 
into  the  constitution  to  &cilitate  its  adoption,  as 
it  was  known  that  all  parU  of  the  Union  were 
aniioQB  to  have  the  seat  of  Qovemment.  It 
did  not  appear  to  bim,  in  any  proper  point  of 
view,  neceEHuy  that  Congress  should  poeeeee 
snch  ezolouve  Jurisdiction.  There  was  no 
doubt  that,  let  Congress  eit  where  they  would, 
thay  would  always  have  aufflcient  power  to 
protect  themselves.  TJnfortnnal«ly,  bowever, 
there  was  on  this  suliject  an  association  of  ideas 
in  the  minds  of  many  persons,  not  in  the  least 
connected,  which  was,  that  the  residence  of 
Oongreea  in  this  place,  and  their  posBeasing  ex- 
clusive jurisdictitm,  was  the  same  thins.  If  tbe 
exercise  of  exolnstve  Juriadiotion  oonld  nave  any 
effect  on  his  mind,  as  to  the  otber  point,  it 
wonld  be  dirootly  oppoaite,  aa  he  would  much 
rather  eit  bere  without  than  with  exclusive 
Jurisdiction,  aa  we  cannot  poaseas  thia  anlhority 
without  depriving  tbe  citizens  of  rights  whidi 
were  the  moat  dear  to  them.  When  he  looked 
around  bim,  and  saw  no  man,  unless  a  stranger, 
who  was  not  a  potidcal  slave,  be  felt  the  moat 
painfU  sensations.  Under  our  exercise  of  ex- 
clusive Jurisdiction  the  ritlzens  here  ore  deprived 
of  all  political  rights,  nor  can  we  confer  them. 
If  Congress  can  derive  no  solid  benefit  from  the 
exercise  of  this  piower,  why  keep  the  people  in 
this  degraded  ntnation  ?  It  is  true,  thia  place 
may  be  settied  by  foreigners ;  but  can  we  sap- 
pose  that  any  native  citizen,  whe  valoea  bis 
political  rights,  will  oome  beret  For  tbe  honor 
of  the  country,  be  most  suppose  there  wonld  be 
none.  Vhy  not  then  restore  Ibe  people  to  their 
former  condition  ?  Ur.  8.  concluded  by  declar- 
ing that  the  act  of  retrooession  would  have  no 
affect  upon  his  mind  as  to  staying  hero. 

Mr.  Baooh  said  he  would  state,  in  a  tev 


jrds,  the  reasons  that  inflnenoed  him  in  sub- 
mitting these  resolutions.  In  tbe  first  place,  he 
knew  of  no  advantage  which  the  United  States 
derived  from  retaining  the  eidcave  Jurisdlctioii 
of  tbe  District.  Therefore,  if  the  States  to  which 
it  originally  belonged  were  disposed  to  take  tt 
back,  there  could  be  no  objection  derived  firom 
this  condderation.  In  tbe  second  place,  it  ap- 
peared, from  their  abort  experience,  that  tba 
exercise  of  exc1o«ve  legislation  would  take  op 
a  great  deal  of  time,  and  produce  a  great  expense 
to  tbe  nation ;  and  it  was  probable  that,  in  tbe 
course  of  events,  the  tronble  and  expense  would 
increase  with  tbe  increawng  number  of  the  in- 
habitants. Should  justice  be  done  to  tbe  exer- 
cise of  this  power,  it  was  likely  that  as  mnch 
time  would  De  q>ent  in  legislating  for  thia  IH^ 
trict  as  for  the  whole  United  Slates.  It  waa 
certain  that  very  considerable  time  would  be 
consumed.  They  would  likewise  be  nlyected 
to  other  expenses  than  tboee  attendant  on  1e^»- 
lation.  In  the  next  place,  the  Gorenunent 
would  be  ve^  diverse  from  that  in  the  other 
ports  of  the  union.  He  would  rather  see  tbe 
Grovomment  in  tbe  United  States  nnifomi. 
Here  the  citizens  would  be  governed  by  law^ 
in  the  making  of  which  they  have  no  voice — bj 
laws  not  made  with  their  own  consent,  bnt  hj 
the  United  States  for  them — by  men  who  have 
not  the  interest  in  the  lows  made  thot  legislators 
onght  always  to  poeseee-~by  men  also  not  ao- 

auainted  with  tbe  minute  and  local  interests  of 
ia  place,  coming,  as  they  did,  Qrom  d 
600  to  1,000  miles.  From  these  cons  ...  , 
be  inferred  their  incompetenov  to  legislate  for 
this  District,  whatever  their  dispoeitiou  might 
be.  These  were  the  primnpal  reasona  that  u- 
fluenced  his  mind.  They  might  however,  per- 
haps, be  easily  obviated  by  the  reasons  of  other 
gentlemen,  which  be  would  be  glad  to  hear. 


make  alterations  in  tbe  great  national  ccmpoct 
that  held  us  toother.  It  appeared  to  Mm  tnot, 
though  they  might  not  always  nndeietand  the 
reasons  on  which  a  part  of  it  was  fonnded,  jet 
it  waa  prudent  not  to  change  it  until  experience 
had  cl^ly  proved  its  inconvenience.  It.most 
be  obvious  that  it  waa  easier  to  perceive  its  pre- 
sent inconvenience  than  to  foresee  tbe  eoecta 
that  may  ensue  from  o  change.  Tbe  constito- 
tion  oontemplat«9  the  exercise  by  Congress  ot 
exclusive  legislation  over  ten  miles  eqiiar&  It 
must  impress  itself  upon  the  mind  of  everj  gen- 
tleman tbat  tbe  wise  men  who  ftamed  the  con- 
stitution deemed  it  proper.  Oongreas  aldo  had 
thought  it  proper,  as  well  as  two  of  tbe  most 
respectable  States  in  tbe  Union — the  ofaa  by  re- 
ceiving and  tbe  other  by  granting  tbe  territory. 
All  these  ooTiaiderations  impressed  kia  mmd 
with  a  disinclination  hastily  to  alter  tbe  ooorse 
that  bad  been  pursued. 

Mr.  Dennis  regretted  that  be  had  been  caDed 
out  of  tbe  House  when  this  But(]ect  was  lokeo 
up,  03,  la  tbe  remarks  which  be  considered  it 
his  duty  to  make,  he  could  not  avail  himiadf  of 
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the  ideu  saggttitei  hj  oOuir  gentlrawn,  and  m 
be  might  repeat  what  had  been  perluqw  already 
etid.  He  would  undertake,  howerer,  to  ahow 
that  the  propeeed  ree(datioiu  ^ere  o^eotionabla 
in  ererrpoint  of  riew  that  eonld  be  taken  of 
them.  Thef  presented  two  aspeots.  Admit- 
tine,  in  the  firet  place,  that  they  could  be  oar- 
riea  into  efieot,  m  &r  aa  to  reaUnv  the  people 
at  the  territoiy  to  the  ritnatiou  in  vhion  tMj 
were  placed  bOfon  the  eeiaion,  yet  It  ^ipeared 
to  him  a  strong  oltJection  Uiat  aQ  the  advan- 
tagee  of  ezolndTe  Jnrisdkttoi  wonid  be  tbweby 
losL  He  bad  always  thoo^t  that  port  ot  the 
oonetitation  which  gave  Oongreea  exolndve 
jortedlation  orer  a  dii^ot  of  ten  mileB  iqnare 
wiae  and  proper,  and  that  a  soremment  wboee 
lawa  were  to  perrade  the  whole  United  Statee 
onghtnottobeaobfectedto  thewhimoroapiloe 
of  any  part  of  the  United  Btatee. 

By  eiolanve  legialatioD,  he  nndwstood  the 
exclusion  to  the  States  of  bU  partidpation  in 
legidatdon.  He  admitted  that  it  was  competent 
to  OoDgreee  to  unction  the  acta  of  Maryland 
and  Vi^inia ;  bat  he  believed  that  no  one  would 
contend  that  Oongreas  ooold  divest  themaelves 
of  an  oltjmate  control.  They  might  admit  the 
£«giatatnrea  of  Maryland  and  Viiginia  to  legis- 
late for  the  tenitory,  Init  Gongreag  poeteeeed 
the  power  of  oonlri^lina  or  modi^mg  theb 
acts.  He  wonld  vi^  to  know  what  advantage 
there  could  t»e  in  ^ving  this  legislative  axenoy 
to  thoee  Stateel  If  (pven,  no  doubt  oonld  be 
entertained  of  many  acts  paned  by  tbem  being 
diaaoreeable  to  the  pec^le  of  the  tenitory,  who 
would  ^iply  to  Oratress  to  repeal  them.  The 
next  Oongreea,  too,  wonld  have  the  power  of 
reeuming  the  jurisdiction,  or.  more  properly 
opoaking,  the  jorisdiotdoa  would  still  remain  in 
Oongreaa.  Under  moh  a  qoelified  oeaeion,  he 
preeomed  the  legiilatniee  of  Vitgiuia  utd  Mary- 
laod  would  rcAue  to  act ;  fbr,  why  ahonld  they 
'    "')£»■  petnde  not  within  th^  UmitBl 
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troth  ia,  that  our  Jurisdiction  would  he  para- 
moimt,  and  the  acts  of  Uaryland  and  Yiig^nia 
wonld  go  into  operatitai  merely  by  onr  permit- 
rioD,  and  Congress  might  repeaJ  and  amend 
them  whenever  and  howsoever  they  pleased. 
We  ahonld,  theretbre,  be  then  relieved  from  no 
ta^nble  that  we  now  experienoei  There  would 
then  be  aa  many  ^plications  to  pass  laws  as 
there  are  now. 

In  another  point  of  view  he  was  astonished 

at theaepropT"""""     "'     '  '""" '"  *   " 

wliiidi  they  w 
ohuaetta  (Mr.  Baoos)  bas  told  ns  that  Us  reso- 
lutions are  bottomed  on  the  broad  basis  of  the 
righ^  of  man ;  but  he  wonld  aA  how  this  could 
be,  when  the  resolutions  went  to  transfer  twen- 
tv  thoOBand  men,  without  their  consent,  to  a 
Government  different  from  that  under  which 
they  now  live  I  Gentlemen  are  going  to  imi- 
tate some  of  the  extraordinary  scenes  that  have 
latolv  occurred  in  Europe,  and  propose  to  trans- 
fer this  District  with  the  same  faulity  that  in 

Tot.  m—n 


tbatqnart«ofthegjobe  th^  have  transftrrad 
an  Italian  dukedom  or  a  Qermaa  priBctpality. 

Ur.  Dnrais  thco^t  the  dtoation  of  Oon^aga 
in  relation  to  the  people  of  this  Territory  was 
not  suffidently  understood.  Be  •knew  that  it 
was  always  tronUeeome  to  l^idate  fbr  any 
people:  he  foresaw  these  inconveniences  when, 
they  removed  to  this  place.  He  had  thon^t 
then,  as  he  thou^t  now,  that  some  le^slative 
goremment  must  be  provided  for  the  District. 
In  tlus  opinion  be  had  never  varied,  but  had, 
from  Bocoeadve  events,  become  more  oonfirmed 
in  its  vxaaiy.  But;  if  gentlemen  object  to 
vesting  the  people  with  the  power  of  govem- 
ment,  he  thon^t  he  ooold  suggest  a  pW  bet- 
ter than  that  of  retiooeedon,  to  wit :  to  vest  the 
Preudent  with  the  power  to  revise  the  laws  rf 
Maryland  and  yirginla,  and  make  a  report  to 
the  next  eession  of  Oongresa.  The  laws  of  Ma- 
ryland and  Vii^pnia  were  generally  agreeable 
to  the  people,  but  they  ezperienoed  many  in- 
conveniences from  local  and  peculiar  droum- 
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The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Baoov  to  recede  to  the  Statee^f  Muyland  and 
Virginia  the  Diatriot  of  Oolumbia. 

Mr.  B1.TABD  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
agree  to  the  resolutionB.  He  did  not  believe 
that  a  oonslitntional  power  existed  enabling 
the  Government  of  the  United  Statee  to  reoede 
the  Territory.  The  Territory  had  beenaojuired 
by  the  direction  and  under  the  permission  of 
the  constitntion.  The  oon^titutioii  also  oUows 
tlie  oesBi<m  by  partictdsr  Stotea.  When,  there- 
fbre,  gentlemen  say  Oongrees  has  the  power  to 
recede,  be  was  at  Uber^  to  call  n^n  them  to 
ezhilat  that  pert  dt  the  constitntion  that  txa^ 
fereed  the  power.  He  had  looked  over  th» 
constitntion  with  a  vigilant  eye,  and  he  could 
see  nothing  to  this  effect.  Can  it  be  done  with- 
out  power  1  Bo  gentlemen  recollect  that  tba 
Government  of  the  United  Btatee  is  federative^ 
and  of  conrse  possessed  (tf  limited  powers ;  and 
what  is  not  delegated  does  not  exist ;  and  that 
there  Is  an  express  provi^on  that  powers  not 
expressly  given  shall  not  be  assmned  by  impU- 
oation  t  It  was  difflcolt  to  point  out  a  non- 
enti^.  If  gentlemen  contend  for  an  entity, 
they  should  HiatingntHh  it.  If  OongTcas  have 
the  power  to  reoede  this  Territory,  they  have 
also  the  power  to  recede  the  others,  the  Lidiana 
and  Misnsaippi  Territories.  It  Is  an  extreme^ 
different  thmg  to  receive  a  oesdoD  and  to  receM 
it  after  it  is  received.  Oongreas  has  the  power 
to  do  the  one,  bnt  not  the  other.  How  conths 
retrocesdon  be  made  I  Gentlemen  say,  bylaw. 
That  law  may  be  repealed.  If  receded,  what 
wonld  be  the  rituation  of  the  Territory  f  It 
could  be  no  affair  of  contract.  For  a  contract 
cannot  exist  withont  a  oon^deration.  Though, 
on  the  oea^on,  there  was  a  oou^deration,  in  re- 
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oedic^  then  would  be  oooe.  Would  there  be  a 
pover  in  Virginia  snd  HaryUnd,  if  receded,  to 
prevent  a  rasmnption  I  Bncfa  a  measare  ahowed 
bnt  litOe  respect  for  ih4  people  of  the  Territory, 
As  far  as  be  lenew  the  wntimeata  of  the  people, 
It  WW  not  their  wish  to  be  receded.  They 
were  wilUcK  to  live  under  tlie  protection  of 
Congress.  The  gentjeman  from  PeansjIvKiia 
hae  called  them  slaves.  Thej  may  not  thank 
htm  for  the  appellation.  If  they  were  titirea, 
there  most  be  some  ooroUary ;  and  if  ao,  we 
mnet  be  tlieir  tyrants.  Bntthejarenot  8laves> 
they  are  children,  over  whom  it  is  not  our  wish 
to  tyramiiEe,  bnt  whom  we  wonld  foster  and 
mirtnTe.  Are  we,  in  the  oharacter  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  of  the  United  States,  to  be  ooBsidered 
as  their  tyrantSi,  bocanw  they  are  not  immedi- 
ately repreaented  here !  We  on^t  not  to  de- 
dde  this  qnestion  until  the  people  ezpren  their 
desire  to  return  to  the  States. 

Bat  there  is  s  more  «erioiiB  constderation  re- 
lative to  the  people  of  the  Territory.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  recede  the  District  to  Maryland  and 
Virginia.  Once  take  that  step,  and  what  obli- 
Mtion  was  there  in  Oongress  to  remcdn  here? 
Be  felt  there  was  none.  The  obligation  to  re- 
m^  arises,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  cea- 
tioa,  and  by  destroying  that,  yon  extingniah  the 
sense  of  the  obligation  to  stay.  This  may  be 
the  olject  of  geotlemen.  A  nnmber  of  the 
meaanrea  lately  proposed  appeared  to  have  tlmt 
tendency.  One  motion  had  been  made  to  oon- 
oeatrate  the  public  bnildings.  Violate  one  stipu- 
lation of  the  Oovemment,  or  disappoint  a  rea- 
sonable expectation  that  had  been  excited  by 
the  measares  of  the  Government,  and  the  ruin 
ofhnndreds  foUowH.  Kow,  a  motion  is  made 
to  recede.  Oombine  these  two  operations. 
tTnfii  the  Oapitol,  and  recede  the  District,  and, 
believe  me,  Congress  will  soon  take  winsB  and 
iy  to  some  other  place.  It  had  been  trdy  re- 
marked, on  a  similar  occasion,  by  those  inter- 
ested, though  these  things  may  be  sport  to  yon, 
tbey  are  death  to  ns.  Not  a  motion  of  this 
kind  had  been  made,  or  oonld  be  made,  that  did 
not  depreciate  the  interests  of  the  place,  and 
frnstrote  the  object  professed.  Bj  snob  means, 
onr  accommodations  will  be  impaired,  all  enter- 

frise  be  snbdned,  and  indnstry  langnish.  He 
oped,  therefore,  that  the  House,  by  a  decided 
vot^  would  reject  theee  resolutions,  and  put  all 
inmilar  ones  to  sleep. 

iir.  Obsoo  said  he  had  expected  that  this  ques- 
tion woddhavebeen  decided  bya  silent  vote.  He, 
for  h<B  part,  bad  no  intention  of  having  tronbl^ 
the  committee  will)  any  obserrations  of  his  on 
the  sut^ect,  but  as  other  gentlemen  had  seen 
proper  to  enter  into  a  discnssion  of  it,  fae  wonld 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  while  be 
assigned,  as  concisely  as  possible,  the  reasons 
that  wonld  infloenoe  his  vote.  Having  been  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  at  the  time  the  act 
was  passed  for  aaauming  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Territory,  he  foresaw  pretty  clearly  most  of  the 
difficnltiee  in  which  we  are  now  involved  bv 
that  act,  and  therefore  had  given  it  his  opposi- 


tion in  every  stage  of  its  passage.  A  m^oiitr 
of  the  Legislature,  however,  at  that  time,  eii< 
tertiuned  a  different  opiniim,  and  mode  the  as- 
snmption.  From  that  moment  be  hod  ooniid- 
ered  a  contract  to  be  fUly  complete  and  ratified 
between  the  Stales  of  Maryluid,  Vir^ia,  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  and  the 
QoTemment  of  the  United  States.  That  ooo- 
tract  be  considered  as  of  permanent  obllgatioo, 
not  to  be  done  away,  but  by  the  nnanimoos  «»• 
sent  of  all  the  parties. 

Mr.  Shiub  oonld  not  agree  either  with  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  or  with  his  coUeogne 
pir.  GsBoo)  on  the  constitutional  qneeti<w. 
We  had  a  power  to  accept  the  cearion,  or  not  to 
ocoept  it ;  fh>m  which  necessarily  resulted  the 
power  of  reoeseion.  Instead  of  arguing  as  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  he  wonld  call  on  turn 
to  point  out  in  the  oonstitntioii  the  prohitrition. 
His  colleague  talked  of  a  Bu^tl  obligatioD  te 
keep  the  Territory.  This  might  exist,  if  it  were 
proposed  to  force  Uiis  Territory  on  the  Stales 
wiuiont  their  consent.  The  gentleman  seems  to 
have  taken  offence  at  the  expreMitn  which  had 
f^en  from  him  of  slavee.  For  his  part,  he  had 
never  been  aocnstomed  to  oonrtly  language,  bnt 
to  the  exprteaion  of  his  ideas  plauily  and  openly 
as  he  conceived  them.  He  certainly  had  not 
used  the  erpression  with  any  intention  to  trMt 
theptopleofthisTerritory withdisreqwct;  bnt 
to  express  his  r^ret  at  Uie  degraded  sibiation 
of  thiMe  who  were  formerly  in  pime«non  of  the 
full  rights  of  citizenship.  The  gentleman  seem* 
also  offended  at  the  epithet  of  grants  t^if^ed 
tons. 

ib.  8.  wonld  ask  the  geotlemtn  ftbm  JM^ 
ware,  if  ever  he  knew  a  govemmmt  |iiiiiiiii»ii1 
of  unlimited  power,  who  hod  not  abased  iL 
This  was  the  condition  of  this  GovemmeoL 
which  he  hoped,  however,  if  eontinoed,  would 
be  moderate.  He  had  expected  tliat  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  retrocession  would  have  shown 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  to  the  United  SMea 
from  retting  the  jurisdiction.  If  there  were 
none,  it  was  useless  and  dangerone,  inasmuch  aa 
it  could  only  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the 
rights  of  the  people.  He  was  snrprised  yestei^ 
day  at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  frinn  Hair- 
land,  (Mr.  DBmna,)  that  this  measnre  wonld 
deprive  twenty  thousand  people  of  their  rigbta 
How  oonld  this  be,  when  they  had  no  right  to 
be  deprived  off  Yon  may  give  tbema  charter. 
Bnt  of  what  avail  will  this  be,  when  C<Mgrc« 
may  take  it  away  at  any  moment  t  They  would 
continue  for  ever  to  be  ultimately  governed  bya 
body  over  whom  they  had  no  controL  Mr.  8. 
oondnded  by  again  observing  that  be  had  at- 
wavs  thought  the  annmption  wrong;  bntthit 
he  nad  no  idea  of  connecting  that  OMisiden&Mi 
with  the  removal  of  the  QovemmenL  Itooold 
have  no  influence  on  his  mind.  He  would  go 
fhrther,  and  say  that  he  had  no  idea  ot  natar- 
ing ;  nor  did  he  believe  they  couM  remove. 

Mr.  Raitdolph  said  that,  whatever  ressov 
might  be  advanced  <hi  the  ground  of  expcdi- 
enoy  sgatnit  the  odoptdon  of  tlie  resoiolka,  h* 
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wished  to  Bttj  &  few  words  on  the  conBtitutiooal 
ol^eotiona  which  had  been  offered  to  them. 
The  gentlemaii  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Bayasd) 
t/Ai  na,  on  a  very  late  oocation,  uiat  the  power 
to  create  inTolved  the  power  to  deetroy ;  and 
althoQgh  I  maj  not  be  willine  to  adopt  this 
nuudm  in  all  the  latitude  in  which  it  was  orged 
bj  that  gentleman,  I  have  no  heeitatiou  in 
averring  mj  belief  thM  Oongresa  poeeen  the 
right,  with  the  assent  of  these  St^ss,  respeo- 
tiTely,  to  cede  the  aeTeral  portfima  of  this  terri- 
torj  to  Uac7laiid  and  Virginia.  Nor,  in  my 
opinion,  does  (his  doctrine  imlitate  against  that 
construction  of  the  oonstitntion,  which  regards 
that  instrmnent  in  the  light  of  a  limited  grant 
of  power.  In  this  constmction  I  heartily  oon- 
CDT  witli  the  gentleman  trom  Delaware,  or 
rather,  if  he  will  permit  me  to  sar  so,  I  am 
^ad  to  find  he  agrees  with  me,  as  I  have  re- 
tained my  opinion,  whilst  he  seems  to  have 
changed  his.  I  readily  admit  that  Congress 
poBseeses  no  power  bnt  that  which  is  devMved 
on  them  b^  the  constitation,  explicitly,  or 
which  is  evidently  included  in,  or  deduciUe 
bom  its  plain  proviwons.  The  ooEBtitutlon  no- 
where gives  Congress  the  express  power  of  re- 
peaUng  laws;  bnt  the  repeal  of  laws  is  essen- 
tially connected  with  the  power  of  passing 
them,  as,  in  this  case,  the  right  to  recede  is  in- 
volved in  the  right  to  accept  the  cession.  The 
partiee  to  this  eompact  ore  the  United  States, 
of  the  one  part,  and  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virgmia,  of  the  other.  We  speak  the  voice  of 
the  United  States,  and,  among  others,  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  in  their  dBnfederate  capa- 
city. The  Le^slatares  of  those  States  answer 
for  them  in  Qieir  individnal  capacity.  K  all 
these  parties  are  agreed  to  revoke  thet  act,  I 
wish  to  know  who  is  to  dissent  to  it,  ot  what 
obstacle  oan  prevent  its  being  rescinded? 

Mr.  R.  saia,  that  he  was  of  the  nnmbw  of 
those  who  voted  sgunst  assuming  the  Jnrisdio- 
tioii  cf  this  territory.  He  did  ft  from  a  predi- 
lection for  those  principles  in  which  the  Ame- 
rican Revolntion  ori^nated;  from  the  firm 
belief  that  men  ought  not  to  be  bound  by  laws 
in  whose  fbrmation  they  had  no  inflnenee.  It 
was  the  violation  of  that  prindple,  and  not  the 
extent  to  which  it  was  carried,  which  Md  the 
fonndation  of  our  independence.  For,  let  it  be 
remembered  that  the  demand  of  Great  Briton 
went  only  to  a  peppercorn ;  bat  that  we  dj»- 
duned  the  admission  of  so  odions  a  doctrine, 
and  commenced  a  determined  and  sncceeeiM  re- 
sistance. But  it  is  denied  that  this  territot;  is 
in  a  state  of  slavery,  becanse,  says  the  gentle- 
man, it  impliee  that  we  are  tyrants.  The  term 
slaTeryj  sir,  excites  In  the  mind  of  man  an 
odions  idea,  'niere  are,  however,  varions  spe- 
des  of  this  wretched  condition.  Domemc 
slavery,  of  all  othere  the  most  oppresdve ;  and 
pcditical  slavery,  which  has  been  well  defined 
to  be  that  state  in  which  any  oommnnity  is 
divested  of  the  power  of  self-govemmen^  and 
rcgnlatod  by  lawa  to  which  its  assent  is  not  re- 
qoired,  and  may  not  be  ^v«il    Nor  have  I 


ever  before' nnderatood  that  slavery,  particular- 
ly of  the  last  description,  necessarily  implied 
tyranny,  although  it  too  neqaently  is  prodno- 
tive  of  It  But,  so  ftr  fkim  being  daves,  the 
people  within  tld*  territory  are,  it  seems,  onr 
children,  who  are  to  experience  every  indul- 
gence at  onr  hands.  Sir,  the  fonn  of  govern- 
ment, sneh  as  has  been  described,  however 
mild  and  beneficent  it  may  be  in  its  administra- 
tion, places  those  subjeoted  to  it  In  a  state  of 
political  slavery,  and  they  are  as  completely 
divested  of  sex-control  as  the  iniant  who  la 
dandled  on  the  kiee  of  its  parent.  As  to  the 
existence,  then,  of  this  spedes  of  slavery.  It 
mattered  not  whether  the  people  within  the 
limits  of  this  District  were  regarded  as  the 
bvorite  Bon,  and  feasted  on  the  fatted  oal^ 
or  were  exposed  to  the  (nmel  rigor  of  a  st^ 
mother. 

An  idea  had  been  held  ont  flvm  a  very  re- 
spectable qnarter  that  this  District  might,  Id 
time,  become  a  State.  Aa  to  Congress,  what 
difierence  will  th^  find  between  being  under 
the  JmlBdiction  of  the  State  of  Columbia,  or 
the  State  of  Maijlsud.  Bnt,  if  this  oljjection 
were  removed,  it  is  impovible  that  this  territory 
can  l>ecome  a  State.  The  other  8tat«e  can 
never  be  brooght  to  consent  that  two  Senators 
and,  at  least,  three  electors  of  President,  shall 
be  chosen  ont  of  thisHmall  spot,  snd  by  a  hand- 
ful of  men. 

The  oonstitntion  seems  to  have  intended,  1^ 
its  i^ovisioQ  on  this  subject,  to  guard  the  Gene- 
ral Government  against  the  nndne  inflnenee  of 
any  particular  States  wherein  it  might  nt.  An 
insorreotion  in  Philadelphia  is  men^oned  bv  ' 
some  ^ntleraan  as  having  given  rise  to  thk 
danae  m  the  constatntion.  The  oonstitntion,  no 
doubt,  had  a  wise  end  in  view,  bnt  it  has  failed 
in  the  means  o{  atbdning  it  No  man  has  a 
higher  remieot  than  myself  fcnr  the  talents  of  the 
fremers  of  that  instrmnent  Bnt  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  they  were  making  a  great  ex- 
periment, and  to  tukve  failed  in  bnt  a  dngle 
otgect  is  the  highest  proof  of  their  wisdom. 
The  physiaal  force  of  this  email  District  wonld 
prove  hut  a  poor  defence  against  the  aKrenion 
of  large  and  powerfnl  Statce.  Happuy,  onr 
secnrity  is  more  amply  provided  for ;  it  reanlls 
from  the  command  which  has  been  given  na 


which  woold  oppose  bnt  a  feeble  resistance  to 
an  invading  foe.  Bat  let  gentlemen  ask  them- 
selves, why  the  iDhabitants  of  this  District 
shonla  be  less  formidable  if  disposed  to  insor- 
reotion becanse  nnder  onr  own  Jnrisdiction! 
Look  at  Paris!  was  the  insnrrection  of  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  which  humbled  into  the 
dast  the  andent  monarchy  of  France,  the  effbot 
of  a  want  of  jurisdiction ;  of  a  want  of  power 
in  the  Government  over  the  livee  and  fortonaa 
of  the  people  I  Did  the  city  sffprd  the  Govern- 
ment a  defence  I  No,  it  was  in  insorreotion. 
Did  the  military  send  its  aidi  On  the  oon- 
trary,  it  Jdned  Uie  insoqents.    What  was  the 
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&ot  at  Pbiladelpbift?  TbM  CougresB  waa  in- 
ulted  b^  its  own  bt)ope.  Would  the  ciTil 
JorudiotioD  of  the  town  h&ve  repelled  the 
DMotMlt  No,  it  wu  not  in  parobment  to 
anord  this  defence.  It  has  left  na  an  awful 
leMon  against  «t«ndiiig  anniee;  and  if  we  sball 
•ver  be  ao  in&toated  as  to  raoltiply  armies 
About  aa,  we  mar  rely  in  vain  on  the  lines  of 
tiroaiDvallatJon  whidi  the  limila  of  our  esoln- 
•iTeJorisdiatioi)  form.  The  oonatitntjon,  there- 
fore^ has  failed  in  ita  endeavor  to  pye  to  Oon- 
(reas  any  other  aeciuity  than  that  whioh  pabUo 
(pinion  and  the  oommand  of  the  national  re- 
•oaroea  afford. 

Bat,  whilst  I  have  no  donbt  on  the  sntijeat  of 
OUT  oonstitntional  right,  I  am  oi9>oeed  to  the 
MAolDtion  on  t^  ^KtwiA  of  expedlanoy.  It 
If  pears  to  have  dusemlnated  a  great  alarm 
Among  the  people  of  onr  immediate  nedghbor- 
hood.  At  a  proper  tdme,  when  great  nna- 
idmity  oan  be  obtained,  it  mar  ^  aarried*bilo 
•ffeoL  If  now  pmoed,  it  i>  iiroToeabte;  and  I 
have  no  iadimositioQ  to  give  the  i]neetioa  the 
most  matnre  deliberatioD,  and  to  a|iTe  it  a  fUr 
operaUon  on  the  pnblie  mind.  I  coald  wish, 
Indeed,  to  see  the  people  within  this  District 
lestOTed  to  their  rights.  Hen  in  anch  a  ratn- 
ation  ar^  as  it  had  been  wiady  and  elaqnently 
aaid,  fit  inslrDmenta  to  enslave  their  fellow- 
tnen.  This  species  of  Oovermnentia  an  ezperi- 
ment  how  Ear  freemen  can  be  reoonoiled  to  live 
without  rights;  an  experiment  dangerona  to 
the  liberties  of  these  States^  Bot,  Inasmnch  as 
It  has  been  already  made,  inaamnob  as  I  was 
not  BCOeasor;  to  It,  and  as,  at  some  ftatnre  time, 
IIe  deleterioQs  effeoti  may  be  arrested,  I  am 
diapoaed  to  vote  agaiost  the  reaoliitiona.  I 
view  them  as  a  fatal  fveaent  to  this  Hons&  al- 
though I  reqtect  the  motives  in  whioh  I  belwve 
them  to  have  ori^nated;  as  tending  to  disunite 
thoee  who  oa{^  ever  to  aet  in  oonoert ;  and  I 
have  no  bentation  on  a  question  of  ezpedienoy 


.to  the  wiabea  .      . 

Tn  th^  preaoit  ahape,  at  leasl^  I  shall  therefore 
vote  ag^nrt  the  reaolDtion& 

Ur.Bnana  was  opposed  to  the  reeola^iosa, 
for  the  reasons  whioh  had  been  stated,  and  for 
other  reasons  not  mendoned,  thoa^  they 
might  have  oooorred  to  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men. He  thought  it  right  to  exprees  a  difiei> 
•noe  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  bim 
Yir^nla,  (Mr,  Randolph,  )  on  an  important 
qnesUon,  the  ezdnsiTe  Joriadictdon  of  GcmgreaB 
to  the  ten  mile«  sqaare.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  ysvxuyaaoi  the  ptovinon  of  the  oonatitntlTO 
cm  this  snitject  deficient  at  nnwiM.  It  rather 
appeared  U>  him  to  be  fonnded  in  the  nature 
irf  the  GovenunenL  A  Qovemment  on  parch- 
ment, and  withont  foroe,  waa  no  Qovernment 
at  alL  It  had  be«n  stated  this  provi^n  grew 
ont  of  a  transBOtion  at  Philadelphia,  and  asked 
what  d^>eBdenoe  was  to  be  placed  on  a  mili- 
tary foroe  when  that  force  was  itself  the  ag- 
gressor) Bat  that  transaction  anggeated  a 
ofEteoit  nidlt.     Had  the  militia  been  well 


[I^BUIOT,  ituiL- 

eqoipped  and  ready  for  service,  and  nadsr  tbe 
immediate  control  of  Oongms,  wonld  the  mfi- 
tary  fbrce  have  been  soffered  to  ovtrawe  thtat 
Tbis  TM7  case  fbmlabed  an  argnmait  for  ii>- 
vestiog  Oongreas  with  the  ctnnplete  oommmd 
of  the  miHUa  force  of  the  terrttofy,  to  Knea 
them  frmn  insnlt,  and  to  protest  them  from  tin 
ipplioation  of  force  that  might  destroy  ddibtf- 
ttion.  They  had  already  tnuo  a  eoone  caleo- 
lated  to  prore  the  eonndneaa  of  thb  awde  of 
protection.  Their  laws  had  teeogtdMd  Ih* 
iwlitla  of  the  territory;  and  some  meagnrn 
had  been  taken  to  organiie  them.  The  miBtit 
was  the  physical  force  Oongreas  moat  rdj  <n. 
>  that  mililda  were  nnder  the  eommioj 
land,  and  Oongtes  was  about  to  pus  a 
Qoxioos  to  that  State.  Bqipoae  tlN 
militia  of  Maryland  ti  be  mntinona,  aodjo  m<- 
roond  these  walla.  Most'  yon  Mscvt  to  Uuy- 
'  'for  proteotton,  and  wait  on  bar  mewinil 
.  the  Btnatioa  at  tiie  territoiy  and  job 
imtnediote  power  ova?  IJie  mililia  most  ftnuA 

ga  with  tlie  means  ^  protectieiL  Be  tbm- 
re  thon^t  it  one  of  the  beat  proviHcm  of  fl» 
oonstitntioii,  to  submit  the  phyrieal  fate  bmt 
the  Oovemment  to  its  diieetiDB. 

Mr.  BonrsABD  rose  only  to  make  aw  obM« 
vatioo,  which  hod  been  toncJied  on  bot  ligbtty 
in  the  course  of  the  debate.  It  qipaand  to 
him  that  when  Oongrees  aasomad  tl»  usloEin 
JDiisdiotion  of  the  ten  miles  square,  fluj  bad, 
in  the  first  iostauce,  entered  into  •  ifxizvS, 
with  theLegialatnresofTufiniauidUuyliiii 
He  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the  cratraot  had  tudsdi 
here,  they  miAt,  with  their  oMiaeii^  ma^*  * 
retrocesuon.  The  sectrndstqi,  however,  tikn, 
waa  a  oontraot  between  the  agents  rf  flor«»- 
ment  and  the  propiietoi^  in  crdtf  to  <A*ai> 
theaolL  Thia contract  q>peared  to bim  to b* 
solemn  and  Unding.  Littitariiig  lalolbawe- 
tract,  the  pn^riatora  gave  the  GifMnl  Goran- 
ntent  latea  for  the  pablio  bdUinff^  and  hHfu* 
re^nettf  the  land  within  the  d^pki  Bi 
conceived  thst  thla  waa  a  eontnot  fesMaa  n 
ezpresi  stipolationB  that  Oongnaa  Aoildenr 
rise  ezolnsive  jurisdiction.  Ihe  vnVMC* 
had  no  idea,  at  the  time  tber  ^Bt&'m^ 
tract,  that  thdr  property  would  be  r«tro«"d 
and  the  Qovemment  had  rinee  "w™  "^ 
than  one  million'a  worfli  of  real  pwpartf  mw 
they  now  enjoyed.  He  wotdd  aak,  *hw« 
retrooesdon,  under  sooh  draumBtUM*,*™ 
not  have  a  retKweotive  ^bd,  and  inpu 
those  obligatitns  whidi  the  United  »«*•"«; 
bound  to  observe)  FortJ>i»rMaon,betboi8M 
a  retrooesaion  impnmer,  as  it  would  beanai*' 
tion  at  oontract  wid  tie  peMle  «*  «*  "^ 
tory.  It  aweand  to  him  that,  ^^^ 
weresatMed  the  Gwaal  Oovemmaiit  ng" 
to  be  satisfied.  ,  .     . 

Mr.  VamniM doubted  the  wality of  ttj* 
servation  Ot  the  geotlonan  frcm  St*  Jb4- 
He  sn^ieeted  there  waa  no  sooh  ccotnit  Uhb- 
istence.  It  was  not  the  intmst  rf  *•  "Z" 
emment  of  the  United  Slates  to  do  iw^ 
tiiat  would  iqjun  this  OWriob   Ssthw" 
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erj  geDtlemaa  wbo  voted  on 
mid  act  for  the  interest  of  hi» 
ooaatrj.  If  he  thought  it  poadble  for  Congress 
to  le^1at«  for  the  territory,  he  Bhonld  have  no 
<dneotion  to  rettining  the  Jnrisdiotion.  But, 
when  he  oonaidered  that  Oongren  Tare  sp- 
ptinted  to  legislate  on  great  o^ects,  and  not  on 
ndnnte  local  oonoemB,  he  did  not  think  them 
competent  to  legislate  f<^  the  persons  dtnated 
In  the  Territot7  of  Oolnmbia.  He  did  not  know 
whether,  if  the  JorlsdictioD  was  retuned,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  indulge  the  Ditizens  with 
a  territorial  l^islatare.  Bnt  to  this  the  petqtle 
Aemgdvea  ofaTeot.  Virginia  oltjecte  to  a  union 
with  Uaryland.  There  were,  manifestly,  hostile 
interents  wliich  oonld  not  eaalj  he  united.  And 
if  there  shall  be  a  territorial  legislature,  still 
OoDgresfl  has  a  right  over  their  acts.  Whether 
this  was  the  fit  tune  to  retroeede  the  territorj 
he  did  not  faiow;  hnt  he  believed  the  time 
would  come  vrhen  the  citizena  of  the  territory 
will  be  in  favc^  of  it 

lix.  Staua  stated  the  dronmstanoea  of  the 
case  at  Philadelphia,  which  had  been  bo  often 
alluded  to  by  gentlemen.  At  the  close  of  the 
late  war  there  hod  been  &  mutuiy  among  the 
troops,  who  had  eturonuded  Congiees.  Not  a 
drop  <rf  blood  had,  however,  been  spilt.  This 
was  the  mi^^ty  incident  ot  which  so  Uberal  a 
nse  had  been  made.  Ue  would  ask  whether,  in 
oountriee  over  which  the  Government  liad 
complete  Jurisdiction,  worse  things  had  not 
happened  t  He  would  ask,  whether  this  menace 
of  donfreae  were  to  be  oompared  with  the  mob 
of  Lord  George  Gordon  In  a  oosntry  over  which 
the  Government  had  an  entire  Jurisdiction. 

The  qneetion  wo*  then  taken  on  the 'first  re- 
solution,  for  receding  to  Yir^nia  the  territory 
•  origiDaUj  attached  to  that  State,  and  lost — 
ayes  as. 

When  the  aneetion  was  taken  on  the  second 
resolution,  and  loet^  without  a  division. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  th^  disa- 
greement to  Qie  reeolations. 

The  House  immediately  took  up  their  report. 

ICr.  KioHoiooK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Ur.  Bunx>i:.FH  said,  as  he  believed  the  House 
incompetent  to  k^slate  for  the  people  of  Oolnm- 
bia;  as  he  believed  the  interests  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  territory  were  as  hostile  as  any  in 
the  TTnion,  as  it  was  manifest  there  was  as 
Alexandria,  a  Georgetown,  and  a  city  interest; 
and  eren,  within  the  city,  a  Capitol-hill  interest, 
and  a  PreadentVhonse  interest— which  wers 
irrrecoDoUable  ■  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment  of  his  colleagae,  (Mr.  Dawsok.)  To  at- 
tempt to  le^slat«  tor  the  District  was,  in  effect, 
to  ooDstltute  the  oh^rman  of  the  committee, 
<M',  at  any  rate,  the  committee  itaelf  on  the  af- 
bin  of  Uie  teiritory,  the  Solon  or  Lyourgus  of 
the  place.  It  was  well  known  that  the  indo- 
lence of  the  other  members,  or  their  indifference, 
hueparable  from  the  dtnation  in  which  they 
were  placed,  would  prevent  Oongrees  from  legis- 
lating with  a  ftill  anderstanding  of  the  ol(]eota 
before  them.    Bo,  therefi»e,  thought  it  expedi- 


ent to  retrooede  all  the  territory,  excepting 
"  "*   "  This  di^wsitiou  of 


the 


City  of  Washington. 

territory  would  leave  entirely  ontonched  the 
qneation  which  arose  fh>m  the  interest  of  indi- 
viduals who  had  mode  purchases  of  property 
nnder  the  ^th  of  Consrees  retaining  the  Juris- 
diction. It  was  probable  that,  in  sitch  event,  a 
corporation  might  be  established  in  the  city  that 
wonld  answer  the  ends  of  Government,  without 
two-thirds  of  the  time  of  the  National  LegiBla>- 
tnre  being  consumed. 

The  qoeaticai  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nam 

I  coDcnrrlng  with  the  Committee  of  the  WholeL 
in  their  diEsgreement  to  the  first  resolution,  and 
carried — yeas  68,  nays  28,  as  follows : 

Teas, — Theodonu  Batley,    Jkdim   A.    Bayud, 

bomRs  Boode,  Richard  Bieat,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Campbell,  John  Clapton,  Jolm  Condit,  Maoaueb  Cat- 
ler,  Samael  W.  Dana,  John  DaTimpoct  Thomu  T. 
Davii,  WilliuD  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  WUliam  Eiudi, 
Abiel  Foster,  CbMs  Goddard,  Edwin  Gray,  Andraw 
Qregg,  Soger  Oriiwold,  William  Bain  oion,  3<^a 
A.  Htnna,  Danial  HeiitOT,  William  Helm*,  Jonph 
Hemphill,  Archibald  Hendenon,  wmiam  H.  BID, 
Dand  Holmes,  Beiuaailn  Hnger,  Samnal  Hont, 
QeoTM  Jackaoo,  William  Joma,  Ebeaeier  Mattoou, 
David  Meriwether,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomas 
Mo<»«,  I:awi*  R.  Mcnii,  Thomai  Monia,  AntJiony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  jaa,,  Joseph  B.  Nioholaon, 
Elias  PerUns,  Tbomaa  Plater,  Nathan  Bead,  John 
Kntledge,  WiUlam  Shapard,  Inaei  Smith,  Joha  Cot- 
ton Smith,  John  Smith,  (of  Viiginia,)  Samnal  Smith, 
Henry  Soathard,  Jolm  Stanley,  John  Steward  Jdu 
Taliafeno,  jr.,  Samuel  Tvaalff,  Samuel  Tliatcber, 
Thomai  TUlin^tan,  Philip  R.  Thompnn,  Abram 
Trigg,  John  Tngg,  Georga  B.Upham,  KiUUn  K.  Van 
Bansselaer,  Fdu  Wadaworth,  Lemml  WilUam^ 
lUchaid  Wimi,  and  Thoma*  Wymii. 

Kits.— WUUs  Alston,  John  Archer,  John  Baeon, 
Fhannel  Biah<^  William  Btitlar,  Somnel  J.  CabelJ, 
Thomas  Chdb<»iiB,  Hattbew  Clay,  Bichard  CdU^ 
John  Dawaon,  Lnoas  Ebnendoiph,  Ebenenr  £lm«r, 
John  Fowlei,  WiUiun  Bfwa,  James  HoUaod,  Uehad 
Leib,  James  Mott,  John  SaJidDlph,  jr.,  John  Smili& 
John  Smith,  (of  New  York,)  Joaiah  Smith,  Biohaid 
SUnfOTd,  David  Thomaa,  Joaaph  B.  Vamnm,  Iiaae 
Van  Home,  sod  Kobect  WUHam*. 

The  second  and  lost  resolution  to  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  reported  their  disagree 
ment,  being  twice  read,  in  the  words  following 
to  wit : 

SttBletd,  Tliat  it  li  expedient  for  Congress  to  re- 
cede to  the  State  of  Haiyland  tiiejnrisdiolicoofthat 
part  cf  the  Teriitorf  of  (^lumbia,  wtiich  wa«  oedad  t» 
the  United  State*  by  the  said  State  of  Maiyland,  by 
an  act  paaied  the  nineteenth  day  of  Deoembsr,  in  the 

entitled  "An  act  eoDceming  the  Tairitoiy  of  Coimn- 
bia  and  the  Citf  of  Wa«hii|g;tni ;  *  nov^ed  the.  said 
State.,ofUuyUDd  shall  agasiot  and  a^ree  Ibneto ! 
The  question  waa  taken  that  the  Honse  do 
ooDcur  with  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  same,  and  resolved  in  the 
afOnnative.* 
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Thumbjit,  Pebmuy  10. 
Ohio  School  Fund. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  K  Oommirti. 
rf  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  second  instant,  to  whom  were  raferred, 
on  tha  twentr-third  of  December  last,  a  letter 
from  Edward  Tiffin,  President  of  the  CoQTen- 
tion  of  Ohio,  and  a  letter  fl-om  Thomas  Wor- 
thington,  special  agent  of  the  said  State,  enclos- 
ing a  copj  of  the  constitntion  thereof^  together 
with  sundry  propoaitjons  in  addition  to,  and  in 
modification  oij  those  cont«ned  in  an  act  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  and  after  BOme 
time  «>ent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported to  the  Honse  tiieit  agreement  to  the 
resolntions  oontwned  therein,  with  two  amend- 
meoti  which  being  severally  read,  the  first 
amendment  was,  on  the  question  put  thei^npon, 
agreed  to,  and  the  other  disagreed  to  bv  the 
Honse. 

The  said  rasointiona.  as  amended,  wew  again 
■everallj  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

1.  RaolvtJ,  That  a  donitton,  equ]  lo  one  thlrty- 
dxth  put  at  tha  amount  of  the  land*  in  ths  United 
SUtei'  Milttaiy  Tract,  whLin  the  SUM  of  Ohio,  be 
meds  tat  the  *'^P°'^  of  schoola  within  that  Inct. 

2.  StuJved,  TbU  a  donMioii  eqnal  to  one  thir^- 
sixth  pKt  of  the  connrt  of  Tnimtml!,  be  made,  ont 
or  the  lands  within  the  United  Stalee'  Hilitu;  Tract, 
for  the  rapport  oT  echools  wliliut  dte  nid  ooimtr  of 
TrnmbnU. 

8.  Betolved,  That  a  donatioD  enial  to  cae  thiity- 
dxth  part  of  the  Virsinia  meiratum,  lo  far  ai  the 
milacated  landa,  vi^n  that  numtion,  (after  the 
wairanti  ivaed  by  that  State  ihall  have  bseo  firM 
■satiifiad,)  wiU  n^lythe  auna,  be  made  for  the  rap- 
port of  Khooli  in  Che  dirtiict  oontainad  between  the 
Scioto  tod  Uttle  HUmi  Rivert. 

4.  £<«oI*(d;  That  a  like  proFirin,  for  the  me  li 
Kliaidi,  be  made,  out  of  any  lands  whidi  may  hat«- 
after  be  acquired  from  tin  Indian  tribes. 

fi.  Sfolptd,  That  the  lands  which  now  an,  <r 
boeaiW  may  be,  ^^rcpriated  to  Che  lue  of  schools 
wiAin  the  Stats  of  Ohio,  b«  verted  in  die  Luulatma 
thereof,  in  buN  fai  that  olpect. 

£.  Bfolotd,  That  not  leas  than  IhrM-fifths  of  tbs 
•Dm  ofleled  to  be  appiwtiated  by  Coogresa  for  the 
opeidng  of  roads,  from  the  Wertsm  lo  the  Atlantio 
waters,  shall  Iw  appropriated  midar  tha  dhection  of 
the  Stats  of  Ohio,  for  the  laying  ont  of  roads  witUn 


township  proj 
to  be  gnrated  fcr  the  ns«  of  an  academy,  by  ih 
paisedthefif&dayefKayoistbonaandsenn  _ 
died  and  ninety-two,  th«e  be  granted  to  Ow  State  of 
Ohio,  ibr  the  pnrpoees  described  in  that  act,  <»*  other 
•Btin  towiuhip,  within  ths  district  of  Cincinnati: 
provided  that  ihs  State  of  Ohio  shall  rdinqnlsh  to 
the  United  States,  all  their  clums,  under  Oa  act 
aferesaJd,  agsinit  tha  said  John  C.  Symms, 

6-  JUioliitd,  That  these  propositioiii  ihsl]  depend 
on  the  oomplisnce,  by  tha  SUte  of  Ohio,  with  the 
^TJvisioEi  of  tha  third  proposition,  and  Moond  sec- 
tion of  the  aforesaid  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  eastam  divitian  i^  ^e  territorv 

--      -'  '     ■"  "       ■■  -^k:*^  &«   * -    ____ 


State  into  the  Union,  on  an  eqnil  (botiz^  vith  tU 
original  Statei,  and  for  other  parpoesi,''  pstsad  tlw 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  tfaoouod  eight  huvlrcj 

OriUred,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolntions ;  and  thut  Mr. 
Rasdoijh,  Mr,  Elkksiiobpb,  Mr.  GoDDiim, 
Mr.  Henhebsok,  and  Mr.  Abchib,  do  prepue 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

TmneDAT,  Febfoarj  17. 
JbuMctpafid  Slmmfrom  Frtniit  Wmt  India. 

An  engrossed  HIl  to  prevent  the  importilion 
of  certain  persons  into  certain  States,  whwe,  tj 
the  laws  thereof,  their  admisnon  ia  prohilntta, 
was  read  the  third  timtf. 

And,  on  the  qoestion  that  the  suns  do  paa, 

was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— jaaa  48,  oiri 

!,  as  follows : 

Tua— WiQis  Alston,  John  Baeon,  Theoiomi 
Bailey,  Jamea  A.  Bayard,  Phsnnal  Bi^op,  Tbomu 
BoDde,  William  Batler,  Samnel  J,  Cibell,  Jolm 
Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Oopton,  Jolm  Dsw- 
lon,  Peter  Early,  Lucaa  Elmendoiph,  Gbeunr  El- 
mer, Calvin  Goddaid,  Edwin  Gray,  Diniel  Htiiter, 
Joaaph  Heiater,  William  Hebni,  ArchibaU  Btaitt' 
son,  William  H-  Hill,  William  Hoga,  James  HoUud, 
Oeoige  JackKin,  Miohael  I^eib.  Darid  Mennllwr, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Jostph  H.  ^'icbol- 
son,  Thomas  Plater,  John  Ratiedge,  WiUism  Sbep- 
aid,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smitli,  ttiohud  Sti  ftn, 


n  Ttia, 


Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  JoKph  B.  Vanum,  laic  Vi 
Horne,  Robert  Williuns,  Henry  Woodi,  siidThaisu 

Nats.— Robert  Biawn,  John  Coodit,  Bictsri 
Cntts,  John  Davenport,  Abiet  Foster,  John  A.  Hm- 
na,  Seth  Haatinga,  Samoa]  L.  Hitchill,  Juaei  Mdtt. 
Israel  Smith,  Jonah  Smith,  Henry  Smilhud,  Jntph 
Stantoo,  David  Thomas,  and  Pel^  Wsdnicrtb. 
£eiolved.  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  to  pre- 
int  the  importation  of  certain  perscm  into 
certain  States,  where,  by  the  laws  Uieitof;  their 
admianon  is  prohibited;  "  and  that  the  dot 
ot  this  House  do  carry  Qie  sud  bill  to  the  Seo- 
ate,  and  deeire  their  ooncnrrence. 


TuBSDAT,  TtbnuTj  H. 
itUOarvIoMt  WarraalM. 

The  Honse  took  op  the  bill  reepecdng  nuE- 
tan  land  waiTant& 

Mr.  Davis  hoped  it  -would  not  be  ad<Ttrf 
without  inquiring  whether  the  land  proposed  lo 
be  given  to  General  Lalayette  was  the  tUM 
as  was  given  to  other  U^or  Generals.  It  wh 
true  he  had  rendered  eerviou  to  the  United 
States,  for  which  they  had  made  him  an  allow- 
anoe,'  There  were  other  claims,  in  his  opuuon 
of  greater  force,  made  day  after  day,  without 
being  attended  to.  If  ttiis  provision  were  »b- 
nexed  to  the  bill  be  sbould  vote  against  iti  p*^ 
sage;  thongiL  otherwise,  he  womd  b«  ^>o 
vote  for  it.    If  General  I^fayette  waa  entitled 
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to  this  land,  he  wuhed  to  bm  the  horinen 
regularly  oondacted.  We  are  now  making  pro- 
Tiaion  for  persona  who  hAve  legal  olalms.  It  b 
right,  therefore,  to  aepor&te  theae  aalfjecta.  Let 
»  attend  to  one  flrat,  and  aftowards  ooonder 
tlie  other. 

Ur.  DAvaon. — When,  on  jesterday,  I  had  the 
h<nior  to  sabmit  tliis  amendmeat,  I  indulged  the 
pleaaing  hope  that  it  would  have  reoeived  not 
only  the  TOt«  of  thla  House,  but  would  have 
met  with  the  patronage  of  all — of  all  the 
ftienda  of  Jnatioe,  and  of  tboM  who  remember 
paat  aerricee;  and  that  it  woold  have  been 
adopted  without  delay  sod  without  debate. 

In  thia  I  have  been  wofnlly  diaappointod. 
itj  fond  antioipatioa  was  Immediately,  damped 
by  a  geDtleman  flnm  Kew  York,  on  whose 
meodaiiip  I  did  oonnt,  and  do  now  expect;  and 
the  amendment,  ioetead  of  finding  aympathking 
adTooates,  haa  met  with  an  nnexpeoted  oppo- 
dtion ;  inateod  of  finding  fKenda  prond  to  re- 
mrd  past  aervloea,  it  baa  met  with  raemies, 
nnftlriiic  fi>r  reaaona  to  withhold  Jnatice. 

Ur.  Ch^rman,  the  aeoroh  haa  been  in  Tain ; 
the  gratdU,  the  patriot  mind  will  remember 
those  aerrice^  while  the  reflection  on  a  wid  to 
withhold  jnatioe  wiU  be  left  aa  consolation  to 
those  who  have  made  the  aearch. 

Sir,  it  was  my  wiah,  and  it  is  my  detonnination 
to  enpport  thia  amendment  aolely  on  the  gronnda 
(tf  eerrioea  rendered  to  ns.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  oondnot  and  the  aitnation  ot 
General  Lafi^ette  tdnoe  onr  Revolution,  hn- 
manity  may  lament ;  but,  air,  it  belooga  to  na 
to  pay  thia  tribnte  to  Joatioe,  if  not  to  gratitude. 

Sir,  on  yesterday,  I  stated  what  waa  known 
to  every  gentleman  of  thia  Honse,  that  thia 

fentleman  at  an  early  period  of  life,  animated 
y  the  love  of  liberty,  left  the  pleasures  oi  an 
entidng  Oonrt,  enoonntered  Qie  danger  of 
irinda  and  waves,  and  entered  into  the  aervioe 
of  a  ooontry  known  to  bim  only  by  name,  and 
endeared  to  him  only  by  ite  devotion  to  that  flame 
which  be  felt  lumael£  In  thia  service  he  con- 
tinned  nntil  the  end  of  our  war,  submitting  to  all 
the  hardahipe  and  &tigaee  of  the  field ;  leading 
Onr  armiee  to  vlotory,  and  eiposng  himself  to 
every  danger ;  and  thie  without  any  compenaa- 
titm,  and  at  the  sacrifioe  of  the  greater  ^rt  of 
hk  private  fiirtone. 

I  stated  more— that  that  fbrtone  is  now  mncb 
reduced ;  and  thia  is  what  I  do  know.  Yes. 
rir,  I  have  spent  two  days  with  thia  adopted 
child  of  America  on  his  little  &rm.  I  aaw  him 
anrroimded  by  an  amiable  family,  but  not  with 
wealth.  I  heard  him  pouring  forth  his  best 
wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  happineaa  of  thia 
country ;  and  I  witnessed  his  constant  exertions 
to  promote  ita  interests.  It  may  not  be  impro- 
per here  to  remember  what  I  do  know.  Some 
tibort  time  befbre  I  went  to  France,  the  First 
OmuoI  applied  to  Ur.  La&yette  to  come  to  thia 
ocnmtiy  as Uiniater.  Hereplied,  "lambybirth 


if  a  case  of  difficulty  shonld  arise,  whether  I 
should  do  iuatioe  to  my  own;  If  I  did,  I  sm 
sore  I  ahomd  be  suapected,  and  therefore  I  will 
not  place  myself  in  that  delicate  aituation," 

And  now,  air,  what  is  it  that  it  is  propiMed  to 
do  for  this  gentlemau ;  for  him  who  rendered 
yon  services  without  emolument^  and  risked  his 
life  tvithont  hesltatiDn;  to  thia  dtizea  of  the 
United  States;  and  not  a  foreigner,  aa  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  been  pleased  to 
call  him  t  It  is  to  give  to  hjni  what  we  give  to 
others;  and  what  he  never  wonld  have  re- 
neived  had  it  not  been  for  the  reverse  of  his 
fortunea.    And  shall  we  hentate  t  I  trust  not. 

Sir,  this  ia  not  only  a  ^eetion  of  Juaiioe,  but 
it  ia  of  feeling ;  every  soldier,  every  officer  must 
feel  for  a  fellow-soldier  and  a  fellow-officer,  and 
every  citizen  for  t,  fellow-citizen ;  and  such  is 
Mr.  I*fayette, 

Whatever  may  be  the  &te  of  that  amend- 
ment, if  It  shall  be  adopted  I  shall  feel  proud 
for  my  country.  If  it  shall  be  negatived.  I 
shall  have  the  pleaibig  reflection  of  Iwving  dis- 
charged a  duty  to  my  ootmtry  and  to  my  own 
feelinga. 

If  r.  T.  UoBBia  a^d  that  the  opposition  be  had 
made  waa  more  to  the  manner  than  to  the 
matter  of  the  motion.  He  thought  it  improper 
to  decide  upon  it  at  so  late  an  honr,  and  when 
there  waa  scarcely  a  quorum  of  members  with- 
in the  walls.  I  have,  said  Mr.  M.,  no  objection 
to  the  grant  On  the  contrary  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  made  in  consideration  of  the  circumstanoee 
of  General  La&yette.  I  should  indeed  have 
wishfd  that  it  had  been  the  subject  of  a  distinct 
bill.  The  value  of  gifts  of  this  nature  depends 
aa  much  on  the  manner  in  whioh  they  are 
mada  aa  on  the  gifts  themselves ;  and  I  think 
the  donation  would,  In  thia  case,  have  been 
deemed  more  honorable,  if  a  apeoial  bill  bad 
been  passed,  inst«ad  of  inserting  a  clause  in 
another  bill.  If  there  were  timeto  Dringinadia- 
tioct  biU  I  shoold  now  vote  ag^nat  the  amend- 
ment;  but  aslamunwilling  to  hazard  the  object 
altogether,  I  shall  vote  for  it:  expreaaing  my  re- 
gret, at  the  same  time,  that  the  gentleman  who 
has  viewed  the  diatreased  situation  of  General 
Lafayette  had  not  soooer  brought  the  buaineea 
forward. 

A  debate  of  short  duration  enaned,  between 
Meeara.  B.  Siotb,  Shkpasd,  DAwso(t,  and  Ba- 
ootr,  in  &vor  of  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Ds.via 
a^unat  it,  when  It  waa  carried  without  « 
division. 

On  engrossing  the  bill  fbr  a  third  reading, 
Messrs,  SonTBABS,  and  Shxpabd  apoke  in  &vor 
of',  and  Mr.  Yakhux  agamst  it — carried,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Batubdat,  February  SB. 

Frmeh  Snoliatvm*. 

Mr.  Batabs  moved  that  the  Honse  do  now 

resolve  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 

House  on  a  motion  of  the  thirty-first  nltimo. 

"for  tndemni^ing  the  citiieiiB  of  the  United 
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States,  who,  in  oorrTing  on  a  lAwfbl  tnde  to 
fbretgn  parte,  have  soSuvd'lonee  bjtbe  Mimre 
of  their  propertj,  made  brnnaDtbonzed  French 
CTTUsere,  or  by  any  French  oniser,  irithoot  anf- 
ficient  oanae,  to  whichCommitteeof  the  whole 
Eonae  waa  also  referred,  on  the  aeoond  inatant, 
the  report  of  a  aelaot  committee,  made  |he 
twentf-seoond  of  April  lart,  on  "the  memonala 
■Dd  peti^ons  of  smidir  aiticena  of  the  United 
Btat«a,  and  reddent  mwohants  therein,  praTing 
ndlef^  in  the  oa«e  of  dq)redBtiona  oommitted  on 
duir  veaMla  and  oarsoee,  TrUle  in  piimit  of 
iKwtai  oommeroe,  b;  the  ornisen  of  tne  French 
BeimbUo,  dnring  the  late  Enropean  war :  " 

eed  in  Oie  negMire-~jess  21,  naye  48^ 


It  pasBBdl 
MfoQowa; 


Teii. — John  Baoon,  Junei  A.  Bajard,  Jolut 
Cunpbdl,  Sunml  W.  Dana,  William  Enttl^  Cahiu 
Ooddu^  Hoger  Grinold,  Seth  Hasting*,  VtUiun 
H.  HUl,  Beqjamln  Eager,  Sunoel  Hunt,  Samnel  L. 
IfitidnU,  Thomaa  Moni*,  Thomai  Plater,  Natlun 
Bead,  Jdm  Cotton  Smith,  Saionel  Teaaey,  Samuel 
Thatohar,  OaogBB.  UpJuun,  Felag  Wadiwcnrth,  and 
{.emnel  Williama. 

Nati. — Willi*  AlttoD,  John  AraheT,  Huodoro* 
Bailer,  Phaonel  Biihi^  Kohard  Brant,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Bntlei,  Samnal  J.  Cabell,  Thoma* 
Claibonie,  John  CluptiHi,  Jobn  Condit,  mUiam 
Dicluaa,  Fetar  Eari;,  Lneaa  Ehnendoiph,  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  Andieir  Qregg,  Duiel  Heliter,  Joetnih  Hei*- 
-  -  ntTfrmiam 


n  Smith,  (of  New  Tori^)  John  SmiA, 


(oT  Tiiginla,)  Hmj  Sonthaid,  Kchaid  Stwilind, 
JoKnih  Stanton,  Jolm  Stewat^  John  TallafeiTO,  jr^ 
Dafld  Thomai,  Phil^  R.  Tbonpeon,  Abtam  T^g, 
John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  CoitUndt,  Jaeeph  B.  Vai^ 
nnm,  Imbo  Tan  Hone,  Sabai  WlliaiB%  Boh«t 
^lUWi,  Kchaid  Winn,  and  Thomaa  W  jnna. 

Thitbbdat,  March  8. 

7Aani>  to  tit  Speaier. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"Ibatthe  thank* of  till*  Honee  be  piiiiHille 

Natduoel  Ha<x«,  the  Weaker,  in  tartlBio^  cf  ttair 

^nobatko  ior  hii  ooodnct  m  diKitiaipng  Iha  afdnow 

tt>d  important  dnUe*  aiiigneit  him,  whDe  la  the 

It  wms  nnanlmoodr  reatdred  in  the  sffinoa- 
tire,  bj  yeaa  and  naja,  ever;  number  iKtaent 
voting  In  the  afflnnaUve. 

Whereupon,  Hr.  Braaxut  made  Ua  Kknow- 
ledgments  to  the  Eonae,  ia  manner  following : 

"  OMKnMii .-  Aoaapt  mj  dnoen  Ibatfa  te  te 
vote  which  jon  hare  beeopleand  to  paa^  a»|n«HiTi 
of  joDT  approbatiim  of  tny  oaadnot  bi  the  chair; 
thaj  an  ua  dne  to  each  of  jon,  for  the  Ebonl  Mqt- 
port  which  I  have  nuifbrmly  reoetnd. 

"  Fennit  me  to  with  ;va  a  Mb  letmn  b«Mn  asi 
hqipy  meettng  with  yoor  fiieoda." 

A  mesugtt  from  the  8aiat«  infenaed  th« 
Honsa  that  the  Senate  haTing  oonqileted  tb« 
LegiaktivB  bndnem  before  than,  are  now  readj 
toad^nm. 

Wberenpon.  Kf.  Snan  miiamA  tii» 
Honae,  rirutUt. 
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imlt  af  alastiim  of  Fndduit  to  BsHt^  B;  gtrasaUea 
tolb«B«Mitai>ft[m«h«l>UlMk*lh«i>Mli,«;  <r«Mlo- 
ttrjtatba  Hniata,S;  npij  ta  ntwtt  at  th*  Bautata 
Ua  nMktarr  addtMi  M  Tie*  PrMMrat,  t ;  hb  Umgn- 


iC  dMib  BtWiMfUm,  4M!  nto  Ibr, 
■  Pnridant,UI;  rajilr toaOdtMitfBMiat^ttt;  nplr 
lontvarof  Benatabi  rrmllnitl  lariMiii.  rm;  nplr 


sf  Hona^  4tl ;  Uttar  ta  Sent*  on  mAUe  mpaitr  !■  hli 
liaadaiOT;  nplrlo  auwarof  Hosia  taiiuaiiga,ISO0; 
bl(adalnlitatioB,iaci(i,eM  SMMt-agt.  SfltidiB, 
TOLL 
kaum,  Buvn,  Tota  Ibr,  ■•  Pnrfdut  b  ITMt  K 
^ddrwa  ta  iSmoM,  tn  anairar  to  lOMni*  at  Id  nadoii,  Itk 
0DDEraa,4;  In  aiiawai  to  maaage  lat  atMlaii,  flitb  Odd- 
gMi,  UT ;  M  Miilai,  BCb  Omgia^  Itt;  U  atMlon,  Hh 


Moiitt,lIi  th* 
ia,tb*  cnalarvfll  Oa  «aMtba,lT;  • 
Ml^aet  af  aitaiAra«naa(p(Bca,U:  tao  InpoftaDtto 
b*  haitanad,  IS;  to  praeadast  fcidal(f,18i  1017  two 
anl^Jaeta  on  wUah  than  aaa  ba  a  dUbrane*  irf  oirialon, 
18;  ■  dalar  vonld  hara  a  rair  sniilaaMiit  appaaaooa, 


tt;  dabtU  on,  U;  paita  iiptaiilia  n(  wlalaa  and 
acmoaH  la  Iha  AdmlMatratloa  aljaatod  l(^  M ;  bM  baao 
awaatof  fltmiuM  Ibilba  laitili  raai^M;  tUawaot 
liaa  bnm^t  tha  eooAbj  to  Ita  praaaat  aUmlofl  aoodl- 
UOB,!!;  nenaaon  to  antltla  tfea 


i*llcis,n;  th«  gomnmaat  can  go  n 
tha  PiHldtnt  laUni,  t>;  do 
hit  at  Ui  ntiremaot,  tS;  -wladom  and  Mthiiiim  not 
daalitad,M;  fDrttM  dabale,  M,  SI  N,  £T;  DolnamTa- 
ilaiwa  ftom  Totlngtlia  addna,l£;  iluil  om  allp,in)a 
otlmlB^  lUpnib  tha  FretUaat  of  hli  good  samat  IS ; 
da^  of  Um  Haua  to  do  that  pahrtet  all  tb*  honor  tbcr 
aODld,  IS  ■  TJilled  eiataa  do  not  aqto7  **  toaaqnll  ptap«i> 
Ur/W;  wian  Mt  tb*  pcopwocsaw  la  daalara  tha 
pa^  ft**  and  anU^laned, »;  esBdltloB  of  Bntopa, 
M;  faithvd*b*t«tBl,n;*ddtHadaplad,M. 

A»*>Mt  tfBvtm  ft)  FmUtKt*  Mtmag*,  lat  aMton, 
Bth  GoDgnaa,  dabata  on,  IMj  •esHoDa  prapoMd  to  bo 
luattedilM;  theunrarit  pr*dlDaUd npoa  tha  prln- 
dpla  of  appTOrUw  all  tha  meanna  of  tha  £»0DtlTa 
vltfa  napact  to  Fiaae^  whUat  tba  atBandmapt  aToMa 


VMddtha  Hsiia*tak*,WMth«4aaattoii,lM;  tb*  pro- 
•*BtanKi*tlmporlaitciUg,UB;  rtatamant of Iha aaa, 
llSi  Uw  il^ta  of  Franea  nlatlra  to  tha  thna  pilBiilp*) 
■tbjasta  *hkh  an  anuM  of  complaint  batwean  tha  two 
oaaatilM^  IM;  atcamanta  of  obt  mlnbtn*  noapltii- 
laUdiUt;  fivfihlpamakatraagoo^lM;  eontnbaad 
;  euiTlng  pnrlalaii,  ]M;  If  theaa  uhiuI- 


t  MgoUatlona  ba  bagnn  ai  with  othar 
batBganMi,  US;  trfniienl*  In  IhTor  of  aach  oould- 
«nd,  IHt  IM;  aonw  of  th*  dabato.  iSd;  rlaw  of  tba 
qBHtltu,  in;  ft«n  wtet  Uaa  of  nndnet  an  wa  to 
topaat  Iba  nmt  besaSeent  Im^lST;  tb*  amoantsf 
tb*  qnaaHea la lAatbar  wa  ihallpkaa  all  aatJoHona 
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Imts  at  (teaue  obWHd,  14S;  Iha  mam  <in«ei 
uiiUiiu>iulr,lf  It  *aii]d  not  comport  with  bl*  dlfnltj  t 
■Urad,]*!. 


Honw  will  not  oompe!  the  mambtn  lo  go  kbont  fmrwi- 
Ing  the  Mneta  of  PUladelphU,  IN ;  dou  of  the  mam- 
bora  pftrtlculorlj  uuloiu  ibr  the  loflletj  of  the  member 
vhsiaki  tobe  eioiued,lSSi  Bo  power  lathe  Hgniato 
oompel  uy  member  to  etUud,  ISl;  further  ^i-™— '"", 
ISl;  motion  wlUidnKQ,  131.' 

AnttctriitSBiMjM  e«getoii,nh  CangnM,Sn;  let 
iHelnD,6thCongnie,«8l;  Sd  eaaalon,  Sth  CongreM,  4M. 

Addnm  of  Hodh  to  PreildeDt,  Me  Adeic,  toL  1. 

^dmlralt  fn  Cbe  Ifaty,  bill  Ibr  thair  ippolatnieDt  repoiled, 
dTI;  tDoOoB  to  poa^HHM.  *n ;  no  oeeaialtr  for  the  bul, 
4T1;  reeaona  flir  the  eppolntmeott  4T8;  poetponemeDt 
li)et,«T4. 

4friean  Slatu,  memorU  of  Qii«k*n  OS,  prtMnlod  In  Ban- 
ate,  110;   ordered  to  be  wllbdrewn,  ITl.     St*  Imdtm, 
TOL  1,  Afrian  BUtm  eod  BlaTar;  end  BlaTa  trade. 
.  Job,  a  manomllted  alaTe,  patStSon  ot  N. 
t,  WiLLuii,  petltloD  (4  IM. 

^^«r4M  oapMeo^rauorao^tH  8MMiFtrHi*War,l3iaai, 

TOLI. 

.iKan  d«»><H,  US  relaUT*  to,  WO ;  ameadad  bni  reported. 


to  ilea  (br  porpoaa  AT  poa^ioneraeBt,  MC ;  debate,  SOG ; 
moUon  withdrawn,  MS. 

AUtit  (iHl  BtdUtM  Um,  patJtJoBi  Jia  lepaal  o^  SE8,  att 

AU*iu.~Sm  ^TafnOltaHim  Lam. 

Auo,  JoBir,  KepmHBtatlTe  (Mm  Conaact]oat,lH,  in,  Sn ; 
OB  a  unl  armament,  104 ;  oBUe  reaslotleii  fbt  addl- 
tloul  dotj  on  Hit,  in ;  on  rolatlou  with  Franoa,  HO, 
Ml;  OB  Iha  natnralliatlon  Uwa,  lU,  m J  on  the  aedl- 
tloBtdll,n(I;  on  the  eipnUen  of  Matthew  L7D0,M>. 

Auioii,  'Willh,  KapnMBlallT*  from  fiortb  CWidlna,  439, 
ttJ,  Hi,  M ;  aiatnat  a  maniolawn  to  ITailitaitoo,  Gil ; 
on  the  reading  of  the  letter  of  Jamaa  HsHoiT,  Wt. 


a—  IndtB,  ToL  1. 

Amb,  Fnsna,  Sepreeentatlto 

lhaaddraaatothePr«ddent,lT,tl,U,M,W.«6;  on  bill 
tolnereaee  compeniatlon  of  PrealdeDt  and  other  offlnn, 
tl;  on  th«  aeoommodatlon  of  CU  Predden^  M;  on 
nanl  appn^riatlona.  101,  IDS. 

Axi  DuDo'e  daint,  on  a  report  to  reftue  the  pra7*T  d  the 
petitioner  tbaBonaaTotod  In  thonegotlTo,  at;  theTOte 
kpFBOadentagaliutthe  act  of  UmltatlDn,  W;  an  art  of 
limitation  ahoold  ba  eooaldered  OBlj  ■■  a  guard  against 
fMDd,M;  (iaueofthee(itofUmllalJan,Se;  anreioep- 
tSon  from  the  opemtlon  of  the  let  ehonld  be  la  a  general 
wv,  M;  atataoMiit  at  the  ea*»,lW;  motion  to  report 
bUl,lM;  claim  Inatbnti^poaed  to  llmlt*ltOBBet,lM; 
motion  withdrawn,  ISf;  motion  to  nfbr  report  en  patl- 
D  CUimi,lVl;  alao  mored  to  q>- 
e  to  reporthblll,m;  alao  morodlo 
HI  Otalm^  101 ;  refbrred  to  Commlt- 
Im  of  the  Whola  on  (xoaptlnc  oertaln  elafana  from  opo- 
latioD  ot  limltatlM  aet,l>l;  iMdnUaa  to  vpolnt  a 
oooiinlttaotobriafiakUlllbrTatlatlll;  ftataof  the 
Mse,  >1> ;  it  win  throw  open  a  door  to  eTary  elalm 
bereloBnodataRnlnodaa  barred,  lU;  aetUsf  aalde  Um- 
tt>tiOMae«ilnmeatDhJectlaiuib)ewiT,aia;  abaMea**, 
US;  It  will  not  aDtboiiie  the  treaanr  to  aettla  anr 
(dalm,lia;  aalaatUmlUtl      ~    " 


r,  470;  report  adcvtod,«TO: 


4ai,IMll,U4;  QBthereaolalionBralatlTatalbon^af 
the  UBllod  Btatea  to  tbo  fMo  narltntlon  of  the  MUila. 
dppl,«SL 
.dTfirvfiriaHoB  Mllta  ITtl,  ■mandownl*  of  Benate,  M;  fsi 


nialng  Pneldenfe  ealary,  81 ;  what  hia  been  done  In 
former  jeara,  sa ;  if  Itwaaan  Inewaae  gfaalatr  t^  Pw- 
ddeot  eonld  diipoae  of  the  monc;  aa  he  ^aaaad,  bat  lb* 
Itamitnre  propoaad  (>r  pniduao  rtmeina  the  ptcfMrt; 
of  the  United  Btatea,  B> ;  motion  to  atilka  ont  (14,000 
and  Inaert  (8,000— Bo  naeon  ftn  fBralahlng  the  beoaa 
of  the  Prealdent  mora  than  that  of  ear  otbB  onear,  ea ; 
the  thing  wrong,  a  larger  aalarf  ahonld  be  glreji,  tt; 
the  altoa^lon  ol  vie  Preildent  ahonld  be  eomfOrtabU  aad 
r*ap««t«bla,  M ;  tDrthar  debalo  on  tba  HDonntitfths 
Vprsprlation,  M,  01,  ft. 

jnWarv.— Tbe  ho^tal  d^artmeM  ai^td«*d,M; 
moOO  m»*«d,  M;  onneoaaMtT  to  anMnprfats  lo  nsd^ 
W;  tUtOOD  enongh,  M;  tlftOBO  adopted,  M;  QMitn- 
..maBUr^  Departmeat,  Ail,  eonrfdered,  N;  ai  i  laaij  te 
allow  ■  oartalB  dUonUon  to  the  eeottaiT  wllb  racart  W 
epeelfle  Bnma,M;  q>proprlatkinB  of  prertoaa  jcai^tt; 
^ipnpriatlBBa  lU  npalilDg  certain  poata  oa  lakee  abonld 
be  rejected,  aa  It  will  become  a  yeerljexpeDac^  #4;  itala 
of  thoaeworki  aot  knewn,  H;  ^ipmpriatlaa  far  Waat 
Fotnt, debated,  HMi  llenu  ^reed  to,»7;  matla  to 
Inaert  an  item  tar  th«  pnnbaao  of  ho 
of  anlrj.tti  debate,  ga,M.   Stt  Jt^/^iitt  M 

gofmiiDe  bi 

partment  obtt 

m;  1190,000  adopted  te  QEitMnaMMr^  Sapartmea^ 
XI. 

ira»al.—AtfropriiM9»firptUiiti9  Hrae  .A^tMaa, 
oouUervd,  TO;  BO  fti  ■  tttj  go,  thrM  t^tm  glT* 
BtaUlitf  and  protaeUon  to  e 


jreMd  to  appreprtaU  tonfM  At  tUbUiv  ttoaa 
filgalea,M;amBl]ernmBBBdenltDBeeDatkM  tttm 
l^'uj,  aa  it  waa  the  istantlOB  not  to  9t  than  •>  aaaad 
•are  aipanaa  of  naBaIng  tlwm,  H;  no  pitafaut  (f 
manning  them  at  preeent  high  rate  efwagaa,M;  alt  a^ 
pKfHietlotu  are  now  ipedUo  and  parUoalar,  IM;  tUi 
•am  fa  fbr  llBlahlJ[«  oBl}',  l«0;  tf  the  Mgataa  an  aot  la 
ba  need,  they  ehoold  be  boM  ai  oaei^  ISO;  wamj  b«^ 
beta  intend  to  keep  tho  frlgataa  in  aneh  a  atala  m  to 
preraat  their  being  moaned,  1D0;  a  qneatlfn  vbetbor 
we  shall  hara  a  uarf  or  BOt  lBnl*ad  In  tUa  Hawi^iia. 
100;  Pnaldratlaldtocntlaa**P»radbrlhopMt,1i*: 
IflhlamwarlSTotodthaft^laawIllgal  te  eea  mte 
some  preUit,  100;  if  tb*  tHgataa  are  M*  On^Md  iha 
BKatj  expended  wUt  'b»  toat,  101 ;  If  (bar  m*  fliAkad 
momlian  (kar  the;  will  be  manBOd,  IH ;  Ma»tMa  wbo 
(fipaae  flnlahlog  the  frlgalM,  think  tkk  oo—taj  «n 

pear,  101;  onr  eommeree  1*  Bowoadylaaa  Qaa  that  •( 
Oieet  Britain,  101 ;  last  rear  It  wai  Totad  t>  tank  Iha 
r  an  the  Baae  withhold  Oe  ^^i^ 
101;  ft  tUa  bodr  la  a  Leglalitan,  ho*  am  M 
1  orer  the  pnbllo  parae  be  daatodt  Hi;  tatta 
d,U>;  quMloBaiirM.lKUS' 


dbyGoo^Ie 


^Mljta  AppnprlaHtmt.—Ti'mA  to  »dd  ta  tha  bUl 
Iba  -wtait,  "  wUsh  Mrml  4iuiu  ihd]  be  Hlalj  vpUed 
to  tha  oljaoti  Sot  irhkh  tba;  ■!*  ^iprepititad,''  IM ; 
a|i|)T0f»H4tS0M  for  Huna  otjacti  mt^t  flill  ihort  and 
oChan  arerniB,  lOi;  tliia  mrplu  thonld  b*  naad  Sot 
daAdanalaa,  IM;  tha  mlUtivj  appropriation  rafifdad 
ii  ID  iggngBta  ror  all  tlia  otjasti  of  the  »tiIbUahiiuDt. 
IM;  thaorr  pnd  Init  the  praotlaa  11117  ^  ^^  IM;  tb« 
piKtlaaat  thae«e»taiT,  ice;  mottan  ri«rt(d,]D(>;  bill 
ntnmad  t«  ttia  Hooaa  from  tha  Sanata  with  an  ameiut- 
mant  to  ramoTa  tha  nttiloUoa  to  aoalbia  tbt  aipauU- 
tnia  to  tlw  ipaelBB  0bJ»<*  (*»  which  aaah  nm  Ii  ap- 
praprlatad,  IH ;  not  aooardlnf  to  law  h  n^iilnil  by  tha 
aanalltatloii  to  apprapdat*  raonaf  Hit  ana  otttaet  aid 
•ipaiid  It  tot  uothar,  IM ;  tha  Home  baa  a  oeiuElta- 
Hiaal  pswar  la  da^ft  from  IdaotU^dsg  artlclaa  la  tha 
■UH  qipnpilatad,  IM ;  tha  mods  of  tha  Baaita  (In* 
too  mtbouidad  p«w*t  to  tha  ExaeotlTa,  IH;  onlr  (•u 
honn  lUHin  of  tha  leaalaik— the  bill  m^  ha  loti;  IM; 
to  allow  Iha  EnentlTa  thla  powar  la  an  InMngemant  dT 
tha  goiutUBtlDii,  IDT;  tha  anaBdoiant  of  tha  Baaata 
Iwau  tha  pilTllt«at  of  tha  HoDM,  IDI;  Authar  dabata, 
lOT;  UBandmut  loat,lD7;  Baiiata  raead(ia,lM;  a  pio- 
paaMOB  IM«ir,OOI)taeampl<t«thefrl«itM,Ufl;oiilr 
two  aifvnaBU  1>  IkToi  of  tba  bill,  tIi.  to  Ur  th*  tboD- 
daliiin  ta  a  mft,  and  tba  McaUa  balng  bnUt,  It  ii 


la  and  th*  aipaiua  of  a  laat  prort,  US ;  nTeni 
EIMBaa  axamlnad,  lOB ;  raaaona  tn  tha  ezin  a 
M  Will  b«  cuciiad  on  If  «a  hiia  i 


fMadUam  ^  saaal  oppnpHdNMM^  IW ;  auoh  a  nao- 
mlttaa  imiuaal,  IH) ;  Impllea  oarusra  op  pnbllo  oflloan, 
IM;  na  aUtanunti  ;at  Taslrad,  IM;  loqolir  oeea- 
rionad  baeaoia  a  ftirthar  ^^iroprUtlon  eallad  ft>i,  IH ; 
IfmaaarkMbMn  Jnatlr  aipandad  fi>r  tha  frlgitaa  lllllii 
tl^Mtlon  wanldailaa  toftutbariiipnpilillsiu,  IH;  tha 
•xpaaaa  baa  eiuadad  atl  balki;  IH;  ohjaetiaiia  to  tha 
lUMHU  Ibr  tha  laqolrj,  IM  ; 
FTopar,  UT;  If  bTOiabla,  It  win 
itlBgiiiBTjr,  1(7;  dlArantaa- 
mad*  to  th*  Bom*,  ir ;  fur- 
tber  dabal«  ]>T.    Bit  V^tmalita  Kiaur-.    Si*  Xy 
pfopriaHtma,  lodar,  toL  1. 
A— "■,  Jomi,  S«pra*<ntatiTa  from  Uarrlasd,  Mt.  Mi 
Armtd  VttttU,  iBatnuUou  to,  aa«i)^/tiMjt«  MtaturM, 
Jny  JWa>Ha>iiia<i<;blll  la  lli,  latnniad  with  tha  Piari- 
daht^  Tcto,  datwtad,  tt 

Itlf  Armv  bill,  datallK^SflS;  wonid 
1,»B8. 
BtiuMtn  tfArmf,  nmaika  as,  SIB. 


ta  pnpoaed,  BM ;  bellsT  than  finmar  bm, 
aad  aiTM  aiptSM,  HS ;  otbci  oanaUaratlona,  (S6t, 
ArmihPT<MilimdL—S*tl>tJvi^mr' 


■a  naw^apai,  InnaHgatlOB  Ih  Bt 


OB  tha  q^ortlonmant  bill.  Ml;  niatira  to  State  balan- 
ai^BW;  on  Ohio  Btata  Gorenunent,  ftW;  onmdliic 
lhal*ttaiofllaHaBr]r,aT;  onn 


■.TM;  OB  oompauatjo 
ax-Unitad  Stalee  Jndgaa,nO;  on  Jmbdlatlon  c 
Diitriet  of  Colnmbia,  TH 


totht 


IKl,lM,  1T>, 
ir  Toih,lt, 

a,l«,Ml. 


SM, «»,  <»T. 

Baiuct,  TBKii-oitD*,  BapraantatlTe  fro] 
4U,  tfT.SM.aM.    Bt*  Indtar^A-i. 

Baldwdt,  AiaiHUt,  BapneeDtaQTe  froi 

1T0,SM;  on  a  natlanal nnlTBTri^, HC ;  OD rallaf  to 
ttnti  1^  fin  at  BaraDiuh,  It;  on  pallllon  of  Hifh  L, 
Vhlta,  BI ;  an  eontlngEnl  ezpanaaa  of  Congnas,  fiT;  on 
iiuwer  of  Home  to  Pnaldaiit  Adima'  flnt  maiaag*,  IH; 
on  bnlldlDc  frlgitai,1M;  an  foraign  IntaroDima,  SM; 
OD  thatfanilaafOaor|la,ni);  on  relation*  with  Traaoa, 
W;  OD  th*  bm  to  TBla*  a  pIorUOBal  aimr.  MA;  on 
leUaasfmirqiHilMi  on  th*  Tamonatrasca  of  GtoisU, 


boa  Oaaicla,Mt,«Sl,HI),«l:  aleitad  Frealdaiil  pm 
tM^  irf  B«B*IMMl.-&«  Mm,  ToL  1. 


ampattjiiota  law,  1% 
be  amandad,  TM ;  Dt 

dmatlMi*  Is  IhTor  of  an 
aUtntlon  doaanot  ilT*  poworto  frnpab  oonlnol^  TSS; 
tha  panon  mar  b*  aio&antad  bat  not  tha  propatt^,  TK; 
Itarther  debalo,  IK 
Barbart  Poatrt,  readnUos  aolboiUiig  tb*  PnaldtBt  tai- 
tbar  aad  mon  eflStatoallr  to  pivrld*  tm  protesting  com- 
ip«ro*  Bgalnat  the,  oooaldarad,  571 ;  morad  to  atriko  out 
worda  "farther  and  mora,"CTl;  If  adopted  Id  pruent 
fonn  we  pled^  oniaelTea  to  Incraaaa  tha  UTal  Ibrfia, 
CIl ;  the  word*  nlata  to  tba  meunra*  propoaed,  CTl ; 
It  vaot  ontjr  to  anthoilie  th*  PnaUent  wltboot  ao^ 
pledge^  ATI ;  wa  pledge  onnalTea  to  artand  mora  prv. 
tectUiB  wltboat  loqulriiig  Isle  II*  neoasrilj,  BH ;  tana 


it  of  Traneh  IMiaotory,  hla  ^««eh  to  tba 


ea. 


itttlrafri 


Batau^  Jahb  i^  BeprvantaUr*  from  De'wtnt  ISI,  ITS; 
4M;  cm,  H»,  ni;  on  the  Qiukan'  memorial,  1S9;  on 
fikralgillDtarooiina,  AM;  on  relation*  with  Frasee,M9; 
on  praMPta  to  nlnlitai*  by  foreign  oonrta,  Ml,  Itl;  « 
tahlngnaw  eeuiubaAirel^lDgdlra«tt*I,MS;  onpra- 


916;  on  bID  relatlTa  to  teeatmcDt  of  alien  aiamlea,  Ui, 
1B9;  OB  abrogitloB  of  ttaatf  with  FrBiiee,ttl;  00  tha 
oipDlalon  of  UalChaw  Lfon,  MB,  W;  on  the  eaaa  of 
Jonathan  BobblBi,  MB,  MS, «!,  4U,  «G ;  on  tha  tdU 
prohlUtlBg  the  ilar*  trade,  416;  on  repeal  of  lottnial 
luea,  BT>,  HI;  on  Seorita  llDiita,  l^t,  STT;  en  annj 
^edneHon,  ET8;  on  Jadldai;  reaolntloi*,  SM;  on  tb« 
Uedltarranean  tndie,Bat;  oath*  collection  of  lBt*is*l 
rarennaa,  UT;  on  BlaU  balaiwa^BM,(IM;  ^faytM- 
pealof  jBdlelar7<*t*bIldUMDt,ni;  in  ftnrofnlM 
fbr  FcFDch  apidlatlon*,  M^  Ml;  on  Ohio  Blal*  Oonm- 

nladTato  eeaalas  of  I.onUaiHi,  HO;  on  anandsiant  to 
thabaBbnpt  aetiTM;  on  taking  np  teMilntlon  nlaOTa 
Id  French  apollatlan*,  TIIl,Tn;  OS  joiladlotian  OTar  tha 
DKtilct  of  Colnmbia,  TST. 

BieiLn,  Jon,  ohotan  Cktk  af  Hoiir^  Bab 

Bmox,  Lmnru,  BepreaanlaUT*  from  Sonth  (toslIn^lM 
AaAdOiToLl. 
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i^«,m,ieo, 

an,  am  IBS;  tlMtod  TiMUmt  jm  Mh.  of  Snut^  «. 

Blui,  Jdd,  lUpnMtitotlT*  frem  ITnr  Tak,  O,  no ;  ipliiit 

the  puiuolaam  to  Wuhtii(ton,SIS;  oDjiiilidlgtJonoi'er 

IXiMet  gf  CelombU,  ni-aS. 
BBBor,  pgjjm,  Eepi—ptatlTB  et  MMwibMrta,  *M,*W, 

ON,  m. 
BLODvn,  BuRvL,  KaBDilil  nlBllra  to  >  NUIohI  Ud1t*i- 

■l^.TU. 
SLMDWOnm,  TucoTBT,  fitutor  ftnm  H.  OuoUb*,  lU,  IS^ 

>n,«IB,  <81 ;  <ia  bnMb  af  prliUiica,  41T.  At /MtoB,  ToL  1. 
BloutTi  Tvova%  EflpmuUtiT*  from  Nortfa  CbnUo^  14, 

in,  im,  nt;  on  tb»  ptUtlDn  ar  nuiBisittod  ri*T«*,  BB, 


M  thaaki  to  Um  BptdD  at  cIoh  of  Ali  Con- 

j«-,lll. 
tmnrr,  Wiuju,  Boiabir  D«m  TtnstaMS,  t,  lit;  topm- 

Tldenirth«T  B(m(n«^U>;  on  th«  Quksn'  hhiiio- 

ilil,I8&ISI.    StIiulM,mLl. 
Bovm.  Tnoiut,  B«|>i«MDtatlTa  from  Puma^lnnli,  tM,  M. 
Bovi*,  WUitBt,  BapmuMIn  from  llMijiuti,  WT,  Mm 
Bkiot,  JoviTEix,  BtpnwntMlT*  thno  CaooMDea^  tH, 

4St;  00 laUnniiiw with TnuM, ttt. 


BusroUk  WiLUUi,  nmitnr  Ihiiii  Bbodi  Idud,  I,  111 ; 
choMD  pn>ld*stf>re  (••»  of  tt«  Stiuto,  11>;  ntifta,  u 
8ui*torframBb»d«Iikiid.lA  AiAJa^ToLI. 
BuDLn,  ftiamjut  K,  Smitor  ftom  Tanmnt,  btO,  Ml  i 
•l«etadpiMld«sti>n>(M>t.oft)w8«DU<,Wn.  &«A(l(<i^ 
TOLL 
a-*at/t  ^  PrtMtat—OmB  at  ilMksw  LjreB,  MS;  imt 
tHtOS;  nnl>|]onoC«ipaU«o  n<hRod,M«;  UtMr 
B  LroB,  IM ;  i^ort  of  Oomndttn  on  Prtrllscii,  SOS ; 


HS;  Im  aamatttM,  antod,  MS;  maU,  nliths  (o  tka 
•rldnwe,  MS;  motlaa  of  oipnUra  loct,  MS;  naidiitloii 
tD  tipal  Orliwold  ud  Lfon,  MD;  motion  to  poi^ioB*, 
VO;  no  nuoB  for  daliT,  tlO ;  Mltb« tbo dignity,  boDoi, 
0  am  pMM  of  Um  Boua  ou  la  pnaamd  whU*  Ibcaa 

nwmbwo  nnulm  In  It,  nil;  ttat  luwscDt  thould  not 
b(pulAodir)tkflM(tdiqr;  Ljoa  pHrtn  thnsgboat, 
no ;  tlu  biainHi  ikonld  b*  takM  op  wlthdt^itoh,  HO; 
moimtonteto  OoDBlttM  m  Mrltof*,  vfth  Iwn 
to  M  dnilM  tho  oMriim,  aniod,  ni ;  mottoa  to  report 
fB1nltliig,0UTiod,tlS;  motion  that  both  pltdga  tbair 
wordito  lb«  HoDH  to  kMptbopeMO,  (anted,  Sll;  bow 
tobouHoted,  dlianiwd,  ail ;  pMlgeglT*ii,11S;  report 
of  Ckimmlttea  on  Frirllige,  118 ;  debate  «)  the  toport. 
U4;  reeolatlWKf  eipoltfoBdt»«|mate,MB;m»ehtlon 


M  A«  5miA  t«aUra  to  pnbtleatlona  tn  I 


inMdi 


aalhsB* 


latantbe 


Jodfeaf  «g;  KkadbattwbaitTen  n 
pclTlbfta  (f  rnmiiM,  aod  how  fer  are  tba;  delned  bj 
tho  couHtalta,  samlaad  at  lesgtb,  tOt;  ahoild  the 
prtntagMtf  Ik*  pirilUDait  of  finat  Britain  be  tboae 
ofCkiocnMtill;  prlTMege  Bmltod  to  wbal  la  nuianiT 
■Bd  BstUnf  mon^dU;  with  iHpeotto  Ubala,  411 ;  Ubart7 
<( tk*  pnM  appBod  to  tbeae  dettoed  pftrtlicH,  4U ;  pifB- 
Clpleaf  tk«  law  «f  libel,  4U;  ep^ebendoiia  of  Swnm- 
D«Bt  from  the  pKM,  411;  ot{)«t  of  ^endaora,  414;  how 
ftr  tn  oMt  tf  UlMla  ihall  elthor  bnoeh  of  GoTHsment 
ba*a  power  to  dedde  tn  «bal  aAeto  tbe  Ubartf  af  th* 
<ltlaeBl41S;  aolraoanalo  gelrldof  tba  nib|Ht,  41S; 
fcttbu  det«ta,41T,  US;  amendment  piopoaed,  411 ;  nao- 
htlon  peiaed.  411;  repartafoammltteeoinuldaTed,411; 
npeitae  adopted,  411;  BamofpiDoeedliga  reported,  4M; 
'  » <Me  of  TlUUm  DaiM,  4M,  diS,  4M. 


BaooD,  &ATIP,  B^nMBtattra  from  How  TBk,UihlBlh 

SM;  DnrelatlagawttliFrBne^MT;eB«x*a9<tiBlaak 

nolM  fram  Manp  Catj,  1ST,  IML 
Bnoww,  Jon,  Baaator  from  Kenta^,  0,  IIT,  in,  M,  9Ml 

4B1,  e4es  SOS;  on  dlvnted  r 

:8m  JiHl«a,  tA  1. 

itatlTofri 


on  petition  of  freoblaal^  4SS;  on  tka  UII  to  pnUfatt 
caiTjln^  on  tba  alar*  tnd^  474;  tea  DvunUanto 
TMbl^tUB,  SMI 
Bnova,  BoesB,  ITeiiieeentilln  from  Vmat^tTmaS^,  t3t, 

4»,  4SI,  sat;  an. 

Bttla>,  Nanur,  Sqir«eBlallw  from  Jftra  drtUlm,  Ml, 
lM,iae;deMaeatMB,-itMi.ige.    SuJiuUm,v^l. 

Buck,  Dasm,  BapreeenlattTO  from  Tenaoel,  W;  on  tfl 
to  Inereeae  ocopenHtlon  of  Preiident,  and  otkAT  c4e<a^ 
t4;  antDenaaeof  dDtleaOBn^r,Tl,n;  iiiiltii  imii 
modatloB  of  the  Pnrident,  W;  lai  iniw»lk»i  i^tnTij 
•ttMia    AeAdat^TOLL 


ofhlaele«lonBaTloeFl^deat,4Sl!  TTin  FiUdiat  [■ 
Banatcaas.  AaAda^nLL 
(tnan,  Wiuuii,  Bapra 


isi,sn,M^tin^m  A*Ad■^T•l.L 

OaUdi;  e«>M^P*tlll«B0Ctfc 

Oanram,  Am,  BeprcaeatatlM  fr 

~  a>aiku>  Kbvub.— BMOIitl^ 

hndaoMtha  l[laml,Ba  mwipinwHia  (*  liHitem  fr> 

Brltlah  Prorlnoee,  debated,  44;     iia imiij  t*  alBM 

now  the  locaUon  of  tha  )aDd,4S;  genai^  xm^Mamta 
(rant  laod,  adopted,  4A ;  reei^llDna  to  frait  ftn  kn^ 


aqoal  qoantltr  to  aadl,  4S;  «***  haT* 
thus  otk«K  4B  t  natiBtkm  liB^  4B ;  B^ 
■red,  410;   BnaBdmeiila  nfaMa^  dH;  I 
480;bmpeatpoBed,4Sil 
OAxnoA,  BM>na»,  pettUon  a(  Ml 
Oairnana,  Tnaua,  patHiM  la  Boon 
laS;  maomlal  to  Hona*  lelattn  (a 
KB. 

OMUW^Oa  EMoih-nSMAMta^Td.  1. 


Iriasd,  IM,  in;  SU,  4M ;  mara 

frnw  of  Admtiili  m  tka  MTT,  4n ;  *r  a 
,    TatUniton,  Sll.Sll 
OkarttiMt  a4M^ a^n^AitlMa  bfOaBpeaa  t»c,tmA 

dtK,taLl. 
Oumaa,  fan,  ItjpnatiHTa  ban   feaaajliMfc^  IM 

l<Osin,>Ml 
OmtrMw,  NananiL,  B  water  mn  Tamaai,  Ml,  M 


db,Google 


«T;  aottapMUlin  af  m 


DTbBlid*,lI,lW 
ISt,  Ml,  BnH  <N ;  «I  nllar  to  nifiann  bf  In  It  Situ- 
Bth,4I,M;aaadlnettuaBil»ai,HiCFn  iBDXMttf 
dntlia  on  nfir,  Tl ;  «a  Ubsntloo  of  Ia  Tijetta,  110; 
aD»I»titotldii,llU;  onateblUmit  tUNiTTDvnt- 
mratiKI);  od  >di^nliliithaii»7,«n;  ootndawllh 
tbe  iBdUBt,  DOI ;  lufa,  Ml ;  igilHt  ■  EUBMlnm  to 
T'HliIiigtoB.Bl^EUIio&emiilk  UmiU,  en.  Sm  J<»- 


ntblTMilt. 
vftom  Tfalliiii,  U,  Ua,lBO, 
*N,Btn  Ml.  AhJMm^tAI. 


lllltlT*tO,W. 

jaB,B*praMnl>tlT*ftcn  BnrT^U 

EtOBltWTMIiUS.      ' 


HIT,  AncA,  Ttinililillllltlil  from  OOBDMUinit,  1*,  lU^ 
m;  onUdDivpliiciugn»,4S;mi>THto|«tpaiw,4S-, 
OB  pnUIliHi  of  Hagh  I-  WUM,  Mi  on  k  Onnt  tu  on 
AraiiK;  on  Uw  pm^HCoT  ■  lU*  fora  Nitj  Tud, 
W;  OD  lUTil  ipp»piUeioii,  T<;  on  uiavcr  of  Boom  M 
Pnddenl  AdVM' flnt  m«uc^ IM;  m lux onlavrnt, 
IW;  on  cunqitlBg  tuk  notM  ftem  (tunp  dntr,  UT, 
lfl>;onp(iUlcMaBo(UwaaUta^l8&  &«/<uI«i^T(>L I. 


tnUoDtoo^  HMthsv LyoD, SM;  on  pilTUtps, MM; 

^^ar  nk^U^  of 

MT;  tONportRllibla 


MtT^  ud  TCiloal  oOMt  dlMil< «  pn  ont,  ao ;  debMo 
'        "M  of  Iho 'Wbole,  n;  pro- 


e((D*«niiuiiit,  U;  tba  oipnun  of  Ihs  Itit  PrHU«nt 
■DODBtxl  to  tk«  vhola  tarn  illainid,  M;  cu  o[h«r 
n^dnH  Iw  MPMtid  to  gin  Ihcir  ttntamt  «; 
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mdi  la  ■]■>  Iha  «Ma  with  aOmt  oOon  nl  Iho  Somn- 
BHtit,a;  thtpnctteaofthelDdlTidnilBtittawmrruiti 

■n  adTuoi,  ffi ;  what  ooonmd  In  HidUnd,  6B;  nmtlon 
to  itrlka  oat  lint  •asttOB  nlitlTa  to  Fnddeat  ud 'VlM 
pTMldcnt,  curled.  Ml    iSte  Ad<^  toL  1. 
OcamiT,  JOBir,  BqmaaalatlTe  from  Sav  litj.  Ml,  M8^ 


OnrDT,  Jorixux  V.,  alaalad  (Hack  of  Hmi^  MO. 

Cbn^raai.  Tosith,  Moond  MMlm,  oonuMDoad,  8;  doaia  with 
WaaUaglon'i  AdmlntstntloB,  111;  FUth,  Snt  acHlan 
aomnianoia  MajlMm.lU;  «ito  Midoi,  Ut ;  Dift 
•i^an,  FUth  Ooicni^  adtannmcot  pga^onad,  IBS; 
*4)<mn*,  1(5;  iw<*  an,  IM;  oitia  MMlon,  oltfacta  et 
M«,  1» ;  Moond  MMlsn,  TUa  Co^nat,  loatti  Koi.  Ul 
ITr,]U;  Flftb,  tMOodMariao,  *4l<niM,M0;  Fifth, 


CbiMwiMeii  with  Franch  BapnWla  latUM  br  BaIl■t^  Ml. 

OoDca,  Woiuii,  Baaatoi  from  TatuuBaa,  B,  lU,  100^  4SI, 
6M^  Mt;  OB  tmMh  <rfpilTlI«««,  4D(^  41« ;  on  tha  rapaal  < 
of  UHJa<UalarTeatatilUuDaBt,MtL    Bm  IikIm,t6H. 

Ooom,  ff  luua,  BapraaantatlTa  from  Haw  York,  U,  M>, 
MT;  OBrdl<Iloniftnnb7fiieata«Tunii)i,M;  onln- 
OHHofdatlHOBiiisar,  I&     ilH  JiH(a,  toL  1. 

Coopai,  niOHAi,  patltian  ol;  MS. 

OotrnmOmAflu,  nport  on  paliEJonof  dan^tan  o^lPI; 


laOO par yaal for aach  Jm^ilar pimiuauJ, IM;  aiaitaBl 
aDm,  ta  flra  jtma  noMUllBK  to  (KWWO^  IW;  thla  aun 
no  oonddaBdoB  Bir  Iha  itak  ■&<  MpondUlltr  tba 


«f  oidat,  US ;  mKi^  US;  tan  OniM  a*l  nn  wonU  hm 
b««sp*MlfaAadthaB,UeiUTatlhODdofathaTlhiBlUM, 
UO;  HaQiiIlow*a,US. 
Oun,  Wauui,  BapraMntattra  ft«n  Marrlud,  U,  ISO, 
lit.  «H,  M»,  MI;  OB  a  Hattonil  UidTenltT.Kikni  on 
patltlonof  Hugh  I.Wbn*,W;(a      " 


tha  caia  of  Jonathui  BobMsa,  W ;  < 
I>lrtri«tofOo1nmbla,Ml;  ob  hOl  ntatln  to  SktrM  (( 
Oo1nmbla,B>fc 
Owlaidldto  qf  «Maaft«^  nport  of  aOBBoUlae  OB,  SBB. 


Duu,8uRm 

in,  m,  M>,  BM,  Mlv  «8i  on  tha  Nport 
wddaadLjOBEaMiSlB;  on 


abrogation  of  tha  bMty  with  Fnnoa,  nl  8U ;  ob  tha 
captnra  of  Fiansh  Tiaaila.  Ul ;  on  tba  U*  of  ratiUtUoa, 
ns;  oBpgtltloB0ffteab)ach^4M,«M;  on  tho  «M  af 
joulhtB  BobMu,  4Mv  «C«,  ua;  on  Oao^la  Utnlti, 
RT;  on  rapaal  of  Intanal  tuaa,  UO;  on  radrndng  dntjea 
onlinporti,H1i  lalatlTa  to  Btala  balancca,  BM ;  vpiiiat 
rapaal  rf  JndMai?  aWiMliliiiiart,  «e ;  In  Ikf  or  of  nllaf 
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Ibi  Fnncta  ipoUitloai,  so;  M« ;  o 


I  oJ]  Ibr  papen 

i.iO»,Tia,Tis;. 
)m[KDBt<oa.T!S,Tn. 
•  ftoto  New  itatf, 

DATSBTon,  JoEF,  B«pT«wiUtlT*  frooi  ConBactlaDt,  U, 

iai\  us,  4i)r,  M>,  MS. 

Datk,  Thohu  T,,  BfptttMtatltaftiim  Kentucky,  IBS,  ttOt, 
SO,  MS ;  OB  Iha  cue  of  Qrliwdd  ind  J.fm,  HO :  oi  thi 
repoK  DD  Um  Qtlivold  ind  Ljgii  cue^SU;  nlitlTeU 
letten  of  nurqaa,  KM ;  on  dlnet  tuH,  BOS,  MR ;  on  tlu 
cut  at  Jonattun  Sobblu,  UO,  4M;  oi  nportiss  Ihi 
d«l»t«,G(M;  OS OeorgU Umlt^ BTl;  on  all  Ibr  i 
nitttt*  to  cotlan  of  Lonldun,  DM ;  on  gnnUnf  lud 
mnuU  to  IdbyettA,  TU. 

Diirwii,  Jddh,  B<pr«Kat>tlT«  from  TlrgUla,  UO,  IIV,  SM, 
4£»,  ««.  MS;  on  Ou  eUm  of  6eii«il  KohIiiAo,  in, 
IM;  BBtht  bill  to  npe4]i  part  DtUuSedltlODut,S8B; 
OD  oU  Ibr  {nfinnutjon  relltlTa  to  ceuiaD  of  Lool 
(U;  on  pa({>oDliigE'nDeh*pollM]ou,IM;  ongn 

,       Itad  *unBta  to  LiAyetts,  TU 

DAnoR,  jDfliTHAa,  BipnHntktln  ftom  Ka«  Jaw 

Ull^ITg,8M:  oatheiddnH(atliaPTa«daiit,lS,SI\ni 
on  lud  Ibr  Cuiadlul  rafocMi,  46;  oObia  reHlnUan  nU- 
Uto  to  land  foi  Cutdlan  nftigaaa,  <C ;  on  UabtUtr  of 
tFnItad  Statu  to  a  Btata  ft»  nr  oxpeiiHa,  M.  Bl  j  an  In- 
OMMOfdntlMOBtagar.TS;  OB  nabUltyor  the  Btatn, 
88;  aniwar  to  Tota  of  thank*  at  tbe  Hooh.  Ill;  ehnui 
Spcakar,  Ont  Ksdoii,  Otb  Oangraai,  111 ;  ratcmi  tltanka, 
in ;  OD  dtkBidn  toMnuia,  lU ;  on  aumpUn;  bank 
nDt«'froni  atamp  dn^,  lAO^  161;  on  nlationa  vlth 
Tnnce,  IW;  on  a  naw  aeuiu  fbr  diiMl  laiaa,  Mt>;  lo- 
kiMwlolfHtbuikaof  Hooia  aa  Bp«ak«c,«W.  Banator 
from  New  Janef,  41)1,  «S,  Ml,  Ml ;  on  breach  of  pil- 
Tllege,  418;  OB  tb*  i((bt  tf  the  nallad  StatM  to  the  free 
jtTlgatloB  otth*  IflMlalppE,  8M    i8M  Jwta^  toI.  1. 


oalDen«MafdBtla(on«i^,n;  oa mUllaiTaDdnanl 
appropilatlaDa,  M;  OB  naTtl  qipnprlaUou,  101.    St4 

ffibaUt,  BtportUf  (i^t^mioitOD  petltjon  nlaUn  to, 
oouldarod,  1);  what  imnld  ha  tha  (apaual  \t;  iboat 
tl,«»  par  HHlan,  I«;  Ihla  attempt  mmld  bo  of  great 
ua  to  Uh  Houe,  19 ;  wh^  glra  ono  a  pdrilef*  more 
than  laothar.  IS ;  BOOBatohaTapnfcieneatU;  nonead 
o(  axpenae,  U ;  mar*  nwfBl  than  to  take  ao  maay  nawa- 
pW*n,»;  ftirthaT  debate,  SO;  the  book  will  be  pnbUdi- 
ad whether thoBooaead^ It  Brnat,!0;  ibaUtfaade- 
bat«abaiudertheawetloDa(  th*  HonHDinotl  aO;  It 
will  eneoiing*  tbe  osdaMaklDg,  and  add  tothaatoekof 
Infcrmation,  M;  petltlaB  of  Thomaa  OupoDlar,  I8S; 
nftrmce  ol^ectsd  to,  188;  HoBW  had  often  refbwd 
to  hare  aj  thing  to  do  with  the  pnbUotlon  of  the 
dabat«i,]S8;  petltlan  nftircd,  1S8 ;  memoild  of  roport- 
'  •nfbras<!ODuaodatlaIi,0OBdd«t«d,Wl;itatenieBtafthe 
Bpeeker.relatlTetohlipmeadlBg^Wlc  tmpeitwo*  at 
biTliif  the  dabatta  taken  Witt  fldeUty,  DOS;  rarthar  de- 
bate, en;  raftnodloa  eommlttae,  BOS;  teportof  eem- 


1  pOMlbnilj  the    SpMkar   mar  bdolga 


at,  1MB;  reKJDtloii,  p 
aloa  (mated,  H& 

/Dffoiiai,  t«olstlDDO<In*dtt>al  Speaker  aalcn  place 
to  Itenofraphan,  tieS  j  (he  qneaUon  li,  under  what  •■- 
thorltr  the;  thaU  be  ■dndUcd,  M>;  bet*  iMadT*  to 
thla  Tie*,  S38 ;  Improper  to  eome  to  anf  aolamB  dei^ 
ricD,  BB4;  Important  that  the  debMta  of  lb*  Bona* 
(hoDld  be  taken  with  amnar,  and  pablMea  wUhant 
(tar,  EM;  amended  re«)lat>aa  cvnM,  «e4. 
i)«(M««ir«uwUrAaertaaerreaelathttieaaddaTe414l; 
propaltlon  to  make  rnrlfaer  losTlilon  tkw  tattt  oftnd 
now  oBly  aa  a  inbject  Ibr  loqslry,  IM ;  lueftiliwaa  of  thla 
Bjitem  af  ferttflcAtloa  donbtfbl,  144 ;  tU*  AmatrT  m^ 
be  dnwD  Into  a  TOrtex  of  war  and  ibonld  be  pnpand, 
144;  reaelntlen  adapted,  14^ 

pi*  lint  to  be  daddad,  14It ;  ihaD  th*  ftlgiitea  be  mesBfd  r 
14B;  motion  to  atrlka  out  word  "nunnlns,"  149;  loA 
14B;  raaolnUon  adciMl,  ML 

TbjHVWra  /urlAtr  natal  /bra,  eoneldeted,  141;  H 
might  be  naad  fbr  eoBTari,14S;  »(e,14t;  impoUtlete 
edoptthe  maaare,14a;  ooftwtllBot  amowit  to  tenth 
pert  DfloMbTavtni**,  140;  Meolnttau  egiced  t^  141. 


,Jtl;i 
•ela  of  w 


run  u«  naw  aiming,  and  It  li « 
bodneia,  14T;  w^t  la  to  be  da 
14T  i  if  thej  aot  offSBdTolr  It  winiead  t*  wi 
the  law  at  BaUona  pomit  merAant  TiMel 
naUoutoannl  14TithapBbliedaliBeelntmtell»0eT. 
amment,  UT;  onlr  oioeptlOB  In  tbe  eeee  at  kden  d 
marque  UT;  In  aay  ether  eaae  werhaa  rtwaj*  fcBewed, 
14S;  tutbn  dabMe,  148;  ie*alBtl«  laat,  l«;  fwtbtr 
d*bata  on  rcaidBtloa  anthoililot  PNrident  to  fnnlte 
nafal  fcree  wbea  ilreoBiataBee*  (hall  retain,  141. 

aiBfivmBium  mMoritliv  JVeHJal  l> nim «» 
armn  <tf10,m  man,  quMlon  on  lb  oeeoad  rtaOiw, 
•UV  not  neeoaatr  to  fee*  *ad  B  bOI  ■><•*  an;  pebble 
aMdlfltath«.M»;  Itan  armrliiiaiiT,  the  LnWa- 
1;  &a  BeeeMIrfbraia  mae- 


umr  In  the  PreMant,tb*  ComOIUIob  plaM«K  ta  Cm> 
giei^Ml;  whTBOtekitbetbe  Pntfdeatv 
nIael*i*t,S44;  ItkOe  ii 
tag  then 


the  mllMa  vlU  be  m 

ooiwlderaltona,  t4« :  tbebm  ddeaMceLegtabtln  pnt* 

tothe  PnddenI;  obJeetloBlbl* M It n 

eOTpa,t4d)tl 

th*  people  *■ 

argunanti  need,  MI;  thla  bOl  nOeknt  to 

HoB««,MI;  tb* oppodtlen doM  BOtariMfti 


to  for  pnahlng  (Urwaid  the  echeow  of  •  ''*-^*-f  wmr, 
in;  BontbenBlitMUb*  taiUed,an;  laTldtaa*- 
tlnotlaB*  drawn  batween  tbe  BiiUtl*  and  ngakn,  Kl; 
raTlew  of  eerrleM  of  BoolhKB  irflltla,  ri;  mMM 
tatta  itrikaout  H,00<l^m;DOti*a  to  iHaMMMi 


dbyGoo^le 


Ki;  wImo  p*m*  Meon  b*twMB  FnsM  lad  Bsgliiid, 
IbcqaMtloB  otpnpumtioo  tttwtt  ihould  1«  dctermlud, 
and  Um  PiMldcnt  thoiild  tune  th*  powar  during  rchi 
o  culled,  in ;  matWr  of  tnln- 
mln  theSUlea.XTtl;  unoimtol 
U  OtUit  Soai^jiittt, 


nsii 


U  ptDTUoB*,  KOj  too  mwih  power  U 
"      ~  '  1  u  liv,  Ml;    Ti 

ti  propoHd)  Wl ;  deb«(*  OD,  Ml;  MTeBTMn 
pnqioaed  u  extrem*  Uidt  of  ImprlioniuAt  {tf  ofltanden, 


bUltopi 


ta  Ugh  tnuoB,  «i;  It  li  Bot : 
ih  oliiw^  Imt  to  ^orUatHtlu  pnbll«nl»^ 

■Mt,  S8t ;  tn  «M  of  nr  with  Fnnoa,  lU  bR 
^■woiild  be  Allen  elleml«f^  KS;  onlj three 
model  pnoent  tbunialTea  on  thki  inljeet, 
WS;  tlMM«oiddend,lt§S;  oideredtathlidnadlnf 
wettaa  to  Meomnit  M  Ikr  u  leUtee  to  power  eonferred 
SB  the  Prcddea^  lU;  It  1>  (nmnded  on  the  prlaeiple 
Out  tb*  PiMldut  ibtU  hiTe  power  to  do  hy  p 
BattoB  what  ooght  onl;  to  be  done  br  l*w,  Kt;  OOm 
pdat  MUldend.  MB;  bUl  reeonmiltled,  SU;  bOl  re- 
ported with  modlflcatlou,  Wl ;  Beute  bill,  SOI. 


our  Teeeeli  ire  eelied  bj  Freneh  onilMn  ater^  dof,  uid 
deolelOBreqnlndiSM;  rapott  Jut  nude,  tim*  ibonid  be 
linn,  aU;  ftulher  debate  on  tbe  naeaUty  ftr  L 
dkt*Betloa,MT;eapr<>ft^Mll,IST;  moUw  to 


Of  wai,  tST ;  bad  le  onr  dtoatloa  la,  It  b  pivlbTaMe  to  a 

■tate  of  war,  MI ;  ftirther  arpunenta  In  ftmr  of  DaUsg 
the  bill  fUunl,S88:  propriety  and  JnitneH  of  the  blU, 
US;  TlgDroumHuarM  called  IIh',SSS;  ntijaeta  of  Fiance, 
tta;  toljicauaasrfoeeonljaginTatMonrraliltirtiinca, 
M;  ont  tiHttu  wltt  Sieat  Brttain  and  Bpaln,  MB ; 
'  '  1;UU|olnctotMidnwlliig;lSa; 
oidared,  MO;  debate  on  the  da; 
10  ofthe  Mil,  Ml;  do.  paaeed,  ML 


Zettencif  JVuviMinealatJoueielatli 
IM;  motlan  to  refer  to  a  oommllfaa  to  lopDii  ablll,SM; 

thia  oouae  wia  that  entail  hi^  i4  a  ftTorabIa  tennlBa- 
tton  ofthe  dlapote,  Wl;  latun  of  i 


■  batweei 

adopt  a  reaoluUoii,  WT;  Dtgotiellouiiottnagoad 
nnleea  we  pe;  the  tilbnta  Frasa* 
boaotednponi 

bare  notlca  to  aelia  onr  Teaele,  MT;  the  relbrenc 
look  Uka  a  challaDga,  WI;  no  good  lobe  dertied  I 
Tota  on  thia  mldeet,  ItS;  pnapeeta  of 
■M;  all  bae  b««D  done  Ibr  the  dafUii 
whleb  we  can  eonvenieDtlj  do,  wbj  then  proceed  to  er- 
tnme  imaiare)  r  tM ;  no  good  poipsaa  aiuwerad  iij 
poatponament  of  the  reao1ntlDD>,  SM;  thla  eontnttad 
with  former  propoalttona,  Mt;  Congrem  haa  acted  with 
pnmptltnda  wlUunt  taking  thla  meaanre,  tM;  what 
meaanrea  haTsbeeaadopted)  iM;  noBdns  to  ezpeot 
from  Kianoa  wtthont  tdbota,  SM ;  qnaatlon  negatlTed, 


SOO; 


>d,K»;d 


);  carried,  800. 

SUt  to  Hucurafft  III*  naptart^frtiiiiiarmtdvtt' 
atltbr  Tiaaela  of  dll»nB  of  United  Btataa,  read  third 
time,  Sll ;  a  bonnty  an  gnu  bnnght  tn,  aoc«idlnc  to 
their  Hie,  111;  ofnoua.Sll;  bill  paaaed,  81* ;  reaolnUon 
te  1  boantr  altered,  BIO;  ntgatlTod,  MO;  dmllar  bill 
MffUred  at  pnTlooi  lemlon  again  ooBrtdend.  HB; 
tarried  la  OMnmlUae,  8S8;  In  Houa,  on  aUiUnt  out 
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lliat  eaetlon,  debala,  nS;  Dunuer  of  eradlng  lawa  for 
aa^aiidl&g  Interconrie  azplalned,  SQfl;  proaent  and  lb> 
mer  allnatlDii  of  the  oooDtcT,  S»;  blU  mar  lead  to  dim- 
olUee,  8M;  bill  of  qaeitlonable  adTiiitage  aa  ngardt 
prlTateara,  US;  (treDgthen  onr  Mlolrter,  MR;  farther 
debate  on  propiiet;  of  the  meaiDra,  BM,  SOI ;  effcoC  of 
meunrea  of  two  laat  aeealana,  881 ;  ftarlhcr  dcbala  on, 
8«;  bin  rejecled,  8M. 

PoiMf  If  rtlaHalk)*,  HO  «eMv  In  the  Preridant, 
eonildered,  880;  natnre  of  the  hill,  SSS;  girei  Prealdent 
power  of  lUk  and  death  DTerererrFniiobmaD  Id  the  eoon- 
try,  SSO,  three  argnmenta  naodliir  the  bill.  885;  theie 
cnddeNd.  880;  Anther  dabala,  8»l,  SOT,  838;  bill 
Faaaad,Ma. 
Uaon,  TotolH  FreaUent, «,  48T. 

oatgatu  from  TenltnlM,  *m  A(f<g^  vol  L 

DmiB,  JoBR,  BepreaentatlTa  from  Harrland,  IM;  180^  m, 
BOl,  Ma^  «88;  OB  tax  on  lawmen, lU;  on  weeklf  U- 
eehMlodlatmeia,]l»;  on  petition  of  free  blaeka,  488 ; 
OB  ]ailadletian  arei  IHatrict  of  Columbia,  ua ;  on  tho 
qipoitlonment  bill,  ^TB;  agalnil  abollihtDg  the  mint, 
88l»;  ODjniladietianDfat  the  IHatilot  of  Columbia,  nt. 

Dan^  Gioaaa,  Bepreaentatlre  frvm  Uufland,  1^  120,  ITS, 
888,  M,  4>T ;  oa  oompenntlon  it  Freildeat  and  other 
offlcieri,  M'  prealdea  in  Comralttea  of  whole  Hona^ 
in,  118;  IW;  praddei  la  CommlUae  of  WJule,  181, 
110;  ontbelaworratallMlaii,8S9.  Ai  Adae,  toL  L 
t  Paria,  *M  mnct, 
with. 

Dmaa,  SamiaL,  Senator  from  UaaaachiuaEta,  400 ;  on  dia- 
pmad  PiaridaBtlal  elaeUoot,  40&  A« /ntfai,  toL  1. 

DianOB.  Joair^  BepnsentaQTe  fMm  H.  CarDl1iu,131,ur. 

Dtaatm,  Willum,  goprtaentatlTe  lypm  Tenneii  a  e,  HB,  888. 
iplomatie  or  FOrtign  Jnterggwrae,  conalderod,  IM ;  t^ 
rlona  aama  propoaed  to  All  (he  blanka  119 ;  a  goud  time 
lo  bring  back  the  eatabUthraeBt  of  a  dlplomatle  ooipa  to 
the  footing  lettled  at  the  ontaet  of  oor  Oorenunent,  IM ; 
teBdesay  of  our  Ooranunant  to  eosaolidatlon  In  the 
Eiaentln,lM;  Le^alatara  moat  raalat,  1»;  thlt  u- 

gnaidad  ta  the  oonitltiitlon,  in;  man  beneOdal  to 
liaTeBomlBlBtanatall,lll;  ol^eot af  moUeo  to  lednca 
thladapartman(,in;  Iti fonoer itats, IM ;  thiananew 
doetrlBo,  nO;  dahgar  of  EiecntlTe  inllnenoe  ha  alwaja 
bean  held  np,  no ;  thsM  doctrinaaara  adTanced  becsoaa 
the  TiewB  of  the  gentlemen  are  oppoeed  bj  the  nkeaanraa 
of  tbe  GOTeramoDt,  100 ;  qiproprlatlona  uuda,  100 ;  a 
vnall  fketlon  ailata  who  vlah  to  demoUsh  the  Ooreni- 
IDant,10a;  our  foreign  poUUral  IntenunrM  Id  dlaUno- 
Uon  ttom  oommardal  Luterooniae,  the  tnbjsct  to  be  cod- 
■tdared,  800;  what  haa  been  done  hitherto.  Ml;  aar 
poUtlcel  IntercODne  greatly  eitandad  and  from  thia 
oomea  the  preieni  orlile,  101 ;  tbe  cenetitnllDB  and  lawa 
hare  made  certain  aSeei  neceaairj  and  left  It  to  the 
EieentlTa  to  fill  them,  and  shall  tha  Hobk  attempt  to 
oenlrol  thia  dlacreUon  r  801 ;  propriety  of  remailBg  per- 
•ou  of  opporite  pollllcal  eentijDeBte,  101;  haa  the  I«- 
glalatare  Bathing  to  do  with  the  dlploBiatla  eetahllahment 
bat  to  proTlda  the  moncj  T  301 ;  origin  of  the  law,  101 ; 
pn)gt«M  of  onr  diploniatle  Intersaorta,  801;  neceaeary 

ira,  ne ;  Ihna  to  change  it  waald  b»  (orcliig  upon  Che 
EiaoDllTe  a  meaaora  ooatrary  to  bli  wiahei,  108 ;  object 
of  the  bill  lo  llDilt  titentlon  of  EieonUTo  power,  809 ;  the 
Leglilainn  caB  only  aeltle  the  aalariu  of  minlitara  and 
not  datermlae  Chair  muaber,  Ac,  K4 ;  tha  motion  re- 
dooee  tha  Bnmber  aad  aalarlea  of  mlnliCen,  i>  OBBecafr- 
■uy,  bat  tha  XnoatlTe  thlaU  otherwiac  M;  the 
oonatllnUonallty,  the  aipediencr,  and  the  inconTeniaB(« 
of  the  maaaara  coaildered,  804;  foithar  debate,  aH) 
maU,  918;  dlaonaaloa  on  Ming  tb«  blaBki,  IIIL 
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PtNtt  Ibo  Zow,— DtOenHj  at  OmimlialiHien  li  Facuu;!- 
niiU,4gS.    iShTIwu. 

Kib»rtimiit  t^  PHbUe  Ifantif,  report  of  ooDunlttM  eon- 
Marcd,  tSt ;  Ibiir  utj  jaidi  mn  pnnhiHd  withoat 
KQtboritj,  ud  the  motley  mluppUed  vhlch  wu  paid 
for  Chcm,  tU;  &eU  irhie]i  t*'*  il**  to  thB  pBndwM^ 
(H;  CtisEivvhIiilidlnotiithliiglotMdoaeiiithoTlui 
the  igaBti  to  la  •Dry  thing  aicmiij  toi  uoompUaUiig 
tb*  olijnt,  (M;  lottu  of  Oi*  BeeretiUT  »i^^  tb* 
pnnbuA,  WT;  report  does  Dot  notJH  KHUd  ertenilTA 
■toCM  tncttd  V  f>*  prHont  admlnlatntlon,  COT;  ■ 


Uw  HoQM,  brao*  It  ma  notlBMittd  bitbt  npDi1,SI6; 


JMrirk*  ^  CWwitMa,  bin  In  nbittcin  to,  MiuIdaiBd,  B18; 
i&oTad  to  itrlke  oot  AnE  Hdtloii,  ooDtlBDlof  In  team  liir 
of  Hurlud  ud  VliglDii,  In  nqwetln  portlont,  BlBi 
qnMtJan  if  tha  udiUng  Ina  in  In  (tone,  mud  tUi  WU  la 
obTldoll  donbC,eiS;larli41etlaBiitiDv«'thitm7ar 
□uj  Dot  b*  AXArdHd  hj  Oonfreu,  GIV ;  dddin  of  btn 
to  sura  OTll  uliliig  bom  doubtful  Jnrlidlottoii  of  Xirj- 
luid  and  T^tglBla,  Dl> ;  a  dUIarenaa  of  opinion  Mamed 
n  of  the  Statdt 

nnpcn*d«d,DM:    " 

utmotlanoonlw>d*d*n  wUl 

•ou  for  tb*  oommlttBa  rUng,NO;  ftarthar  dabata, 

:;  notion  to  poa^ostUiablD,  OK;  otjact  tony  the 


>tlbebUI,5U;tb«li]adBMa]idOanniorwlU 
ba  the  ebolca  of  tba  PiMldMt,  SM;  tntoHte  <<  tba 
pe^Uraqslralhapaaagaof  thabfUilU;  no  iimilwllj 
at  praent  ftir  lb*  Ivr.SIT;  otbai  oaoMHitiaM, BIT ; 
datilla  of  tb*  bm,  axoninol,  BIT ;  mallDn  naiUlTed, 
Cn ;  other  imendmenti  propoaad,  018 ;  bUl  raportad  tut 
Tarrltorlal  OoTCnunuit,  Cn ;  raftrred,  Bt» ;  lemon- 
Miaiios,  BH;  ratidntlont  on  the  tatroeaaloM  of  }nr\a- 
dlitlon  to  TlrglnU  and  Uarjlind,  TM;  reetora  tha 
paople  to  tbdr  tbrraac  oondltlon,  TSt;  no  adnnlKt*  to 
t«talnth*]in1adietlaD,TM;  Ita  amcka  will  take  spa 
(tact  Asalarttau  and  gnat  aipMM,  n«;  It  m  pni- 


Ib*  IterilaTi  mt  tf  neaO^  wtet  obUfBtlim  ti  then 
to  OoBtnm  to  tanalB  bantns;  IbaeoobBat  laa  b« 
dona  away  ndf  by  tbe  tmanlinmt  ooDHnt  of  all  tha 

p*itl«a,TM;  If  va had povar  to  aoBpt,ira  had  powai 
to  raoada,  T>8 ;  Concrtai  potaaai  theilcht  with  tU  a>- 
•eitoftbMa  two  SUtM  to  noeda,Tni;  MuUtatloial 
polstaooiuldered,T»;  fnrthai  d»b*ls,T«;  reaolnUsu 
10B(,74i;  lu^IU. 
Jfreun,  WnjJis,  prooaadlDgi  iplB^  In  Baaita,  IX,  41^ 


I>¥ttM  w>  btportt,  pn^odUan  to  lacnua  OdUc^  Ma> 
ildmBd,n. 
Awn  Aitfar,  an  eligible  artUle  tn  Incnuad  da^. 


«  rich,  11 ;  rise  of  li 


upon  the  poor  than  on 
ftiUaw  [nireasa  of  duty 
b*U  sent  per  ponnd,  u 
dlibrenea  to  eoDumei 
too  hl^  n ;  suTtd  to 
moluaei,  TS ;  only  waj 
udDg  dot;  01 


I  additlOBi]  half  aent  sot  msA 
',T1;  a  Baeeaary  ofHte,  alnady 
uaaud  by  laa  sent  per  lallea  to 


wlUpi 


ixtn*  Inovaaed  duly,  tt; 
amanded  tootlDn  larrlad,  t< 

Bait,  additional  dHty  of  fln  ei 
lower  rata  of  duty  now  than  In 
du^  not  MtOy  ended,  T()  taiU 
csnaa  «f  all  neamailae  thli  meat 
oparalaa  aa a  poll  tax,  ^i;  a  tu  on  agrloBltMia,  M ;  tM- 
clablghnow.  TS;  an  imeijiia]  andodioiu  tax,  II;  tjbjie 
tloni  would  b«  good  If  It  wh  pn^eaad  to  tlba  tha 
whole  raranna  from  It,  «  nbaUtote  It  IM  a  land  tax, 
n ;  tha  hl^b  pria  not  ooeailoBed  by  ■  iatj,  IB;  fMa- 
Uon  loat,  IS;  eight  eanta  adopted  la  mnwnilttaa.lW: 
Mlttax  aaeomparad  with  lioant*  ud  ttamf  U^ltt; 
net*,  in;  atalttai  the  moat  nnaqoal  tax  la  Ki  <v«- 
aUaDgltt;  ofqiraMlTe  to  eertain  paita  af  lb*  Calaa  ud 


all  t«latlna  ti 
uwBst  allowed  ta  to 

motion  loat,  IMi  8S(  par  oast.  Oiad,  IM;  1 
elasH  Ibrtwo  yean  adopted, lU;  bOl  rriMiil.lll 
/■  tlpaiaimti    twMily  per  eenL  ■*«»*—?'  dnlr  oi 


U».    St*  7>»at,  JXrw*  — If  JtHntL 
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mtctenvtmaamt,  «H  JiHia,  T«L  L 
Xlukt,  CKURono,  SoMMfromBhodaldu^Mg^tn. 
SutwoBTS,  OuT>mToWfiir,MPnddH)t,lTHkn. 
XumrDom  Lnou,  Ba^awntMln  from  N«r  Yo^  in^ 

in,  8H,  at,  Mt,  M(,  au 

Xutn,  XBBmaa,  BapnMBUttT*  frou  Niw  lamr,  MR, 

AmUII,  JM«.-Sh.<1Nm  JtWHrfML 

JWiirtt  j%r  AppropHaHent,  ftir  tiwty  vltb  Oh«okH>, 
JW;  on  ■  momuDBBt  IM  WHUs^too,  m. 

Ima,  WiLUAH,  Bcpmuilitln  from  HMWchuetla,  SO, 
<M ;  OD  pntMOtD  nilmt  lb*  Btibij  pownn,  tni ;  oa 
npsal  of  lularul  tuoi,  Sit ;  Id  kroc  of  nUof  On' 
rnnoh  qMUitloBl,  MB;  on  eompHHtlan  totbeoi- 
ltBllAdBUMjBdgM,TtO;aaFraIuhii»llUloH,I»;  on 
JwlidletlDn  onr  Iba  Dlitif  ot  of  Oi^Bmbli,  TM. 

Brun,  Taoiui,  K*prMuMlr<  from  Vlij^ola,  IK^  in, 
BI,  4n,  ttT. 

ttwkMM  AiDiiHMffiA;— Sm  AtfKS  ToL  1. 

UMUug  ddHBi  ottha  irnitod 
BBtoilnc  lajttaiga  mOltuT  or  ainl  ur 
motloa  to  itrlka  out  •MtJoi 
daftnlif  nodibr  whioh  t  ddiaa  of  th*  UslUd  Stats 
mordlHlTttlH  of  dtlionUp  ud  bwom*  oUan,  118 ; 
piliMii|>l*  vioiig,  ttfteiiBj  M  lUi  Unt^  M ;  nun  iBn 
B  ■■ton]  r%bt  to  ihoow  vain  what  geMnnnent  llur 
will  ill*,  IW;  Oa  right  of  «pablalioii  ikaalil  ba  lUow 
ad  ualogis^  IW;  ■  ma  bora  uii  al<uiit*d  Id  * 
eoantt)'  owat  obUiMlMK  Dot  eaaU^  •haken  <it,  lU; 
deeWaaor  peipatDalailagliDoadaflTadBifmenatBrlt- 
tfH;  bad  lapnetlse,  IMi  axiatrlatloa  thaoplBlM  of 
tba  ooDBtrj,  and  now  tlia  Uma  to  d«oln«  It,  IM ;  oUoe- 
tloBaDoiiilda»l,lHI;ftirthar  d<lMla,m;  lf*fl«ht<tf 
•xpatriatjon  ailala,  than  ibonld  ba  aoDa  modaof  aiar- 
■kbwlt,Ul;  tb*  OHO  of  Talbot,  IBI;  perpataal  alls- 
■laaea  abnrd,  ISl ;  il^t  ranngnliBd  br  BiaaadTa  and 
jBdlaiaiT,  ISli  DiDteawary  to  soaddai  It,  IM;  motloii 
t«i«raatonpanl<«t,m;  Urtbai  eoaridantlo  potf- 


Tiuns,  PitTL,  BapraaaotatlTB  ftom  IT.  W.  Tanltoiy,  m, 
gas  1  on  ObLo  Btata  OorerDmeDt,  M8;  SU,  <B1 ;  onaaatad 
aa  delegato  ftom  Tenlbnr  of  Ohio.  TM. 

Tixsur,  Vtujjm,  RapnwotiHTe  (hna  PaiuuTlmi]*,  U, 
1BE.8M;  onlnoreaaaotdDtleaODni«Br,T8;  onlnereaaa 
of  dsUH  OD  Hit,  TBj  on  tamponij  direct  lax,3n.  Bi* 
IndaB,  tdL  1. 

Foam,  AncL,  BcpfMaatatlTa  tma  Saw  Bampahlia,  14, 
IfO,  m.  nd,  tt>,  tfT,  Ma,  m.  Aa  Adm,  toL  l. 

Tovm,  Ttmtwl,  SepreeostatlT*  IVem  UaBHchoHtti,  11, 
UO^  1MV  nt,  m;  prsMBU  petition  of  Thonua  Carpen- 
tar,  IBB;  on  (amporarr  direct  tai.  ITD;  Benator  bom 
IlaiaaebiuaBa,  481,  Ml,  BOB.   «MAuf«a,ToLL 

Voam,  Tbiodobb,  Banator  ftom  Bboda  laland,  i,  lU,  IBB^ 
m,  m,  4B1,  5U,  Ml.     Sm /fUlW,  ^1- ^' 

TowuB,  JoMR,  BapreaaBtallTa  tarn  Kantnafc;,  IBt,  ISl, 
lM,Bn,BM: 

JVotuM,  Rrlattottt  leUL— PrMtdanfa  ntSMiga  oonaldand, 
ttS;  palnlU  dt9eren«a  aiM  batwean  thla  fonntij  and 
tka  Franch  Bepnblle,  KB;  th«  HonM  abonld  declar* 
whallm  «a  are  to  bara  p«ae«  sr  wu,  SB;  molattana 
that  It  la  InaitHdlenl  lo  go  to  war  witb  Fnn«-t)iat 
tha  aimlig  of  meRhint  tmhIi  ahoDld  b<  mtrloted-^ 
that  proTlaloa  aboold  be  made  lor  protection  of  the  aee- 
coaaliad  latarfor,  olhrad,RB;  not  ■  nltaUs  ttns  fbr  a 
dadiratlon  ofae>tlDiaitafllietTaio1ntlona,ltt:  oorilt- 
Tol.  IL— IS 


la  tweatr-tbree  jeara  B(a.  tSB; 
vaed,  lU ;  Intantlon  ot  Iba  reao- 
time  to  declare  IrhaUwr  tba 


■I  alwaTi  laadj  to  n; 


daKaka,  KS;  thongh  wi 
riat  inanlt  and  Udorj,  StS ;  extent  of  deflmslTe  meamraa 
abonld  now  be  dacidail  on.  IK;  proceedliga  of  Fnuiea 
amount  to  a  dedaratlon,  tSB ;  to  aaj  wa  are  not  at  war 

W9 ;  to  agree  to  the  ptopoaltlon  wonld  ooontonaDoa  tha 
Ft«adi  aaeartlon  that  we  are  a  dlTlded  pw>p1a,B»;  tha 
Uma  haa  oodh  whan  a  atand  Ihoold  be  made,  KB ;  n- 
Tlawof  the  peat,  aW;  argnntanti  In  ftTOi  oonaldered, 
MO;  argBmasH of  onneera examined, MO;  theqaaaUoD 
Terr  nnlmportant,  ttO;  Important  Uma  loM  to  dbeam- 
iBg  It,  S80;  It  la  a  qnaatlon  of  paaaa  or  war,  W;  to 
atrtke  ont  worda  Tnnch  Bepnblle"  pcopoaad.  XU;  ra- 
it BOW  the  paa 


ra  little  a 


w  of  Fnaee,  181 ;  Inttanea  of  Venioa, 
Ml;  raad^W  engage  In  a  dafUidTa  bnl  notoSBDalTa 
wai;  DM;  a  dlapoaMon  on  the  part  of  tha  Bonaa  and 
Goraramcnt  tot  war,  m ;  apprehanalon  of  war  alrcadj 
prodooad  aOaala  Inaomepartiof  th«ooiiitrT,tM;  tha 
raalitanea  to  Iba  (oiaDdmaDt  ahowi  the  InlcitlaB  Ii  l» 
aar  to  rnmea,  ■■  Toa  mar  aommlt  Bgtlaat  na  lafur  after 
Isjnrr,  wa  wUI  »t  leaaot  K."  m ;  paaee  aod  war  an  not 
In  onr  power,  IM;  the  moreia  of  amaodmeDt  expoaa^ 
MB;  thair  tntanttana  abjaat  rabmlaalon  to  France,  ns; 
thoae  now  ao  lead  tn  peaca,  heretolbre  anpporUn  of 
war,  aho*n,lSB;aiunple  of  thg  ewlM,»l;  replr  lo 
ob]eetlou,na,«T;  Hooaa  obliged  toaet  In  thadaik, 
MT ;  eSMt  of  Frendi  daeraa,  188 ;  aerrlcca  of  memboa 
HB0ldlen,n8;  farther debat«,na;  Treaty  of  Fllnlte 
a  Ibtgeiy,  M(;  lUttar  dabola,  MO;  jaaolntlan  eolllBt 
npovthePraddantfiitpapaiiiMl:  dabala tbaneo, Ml, 
M»;  >Bl4«etpaa4>oned,M>. 

amflMrofoJ  laMromraawiaAnMa.— Bin  tor  ana- 
pmdlng  debate  on  Ita  final  paaqage,  Sn ;  bo  reaaon  baa 
been  aialgned  tor  thla  Mtl,  9M ;  iflMtaof  tha  but,  MS; 
affscta  on  IPraneh  eommeroe,  Ml;  object  to  dlitrew 
Franca  and  Trench  Wcat  Tndtaa,  m ;  Ita  operaUoBiM; 
obIectlonaeamlned,Ml;futberdebati^MS;  blllpi» 
ed.»S. 

BeaolaUona  nlatlTe  to  nladou  with  France,  oAered, 


VfOttd  SlaUt,  no;  beat  to  dedara  nUuA  la  the  atato  tt 
the  eonntrj,  810^  the  proper  qoeatloB  to  be  ooDBld«e^ 
810 ;  bill  from  the  Beuata  not  taken  vp,  but  raaolnUoB 
nthaatatoot  tt 


amandmant^  81Sf  Ik  arlolatien 

part  of  Frama  annUaBt  groand  ftn  oi 

tddat  111;  no  proof  that  onr  olalma  hare  been  reltaaed. 

ni;  flutbar  explanation  of  Tlewa,  8111;  preamble  adopt* 

ad  and  bfll  pMcd,  S1& 

JKB  ntptnUme  eemmtnial  fatareenrw  with  Fianoa 
ntnraed  amended  b;  tha  Senate  to  tha  Henta,  motion 
to  poatpona,  190;   amandmenta  oonaldered,  SM;   but 

H  ttUh  J'nMC*  and  opt» 


la  tieatlcaoi 


Tidligtot  iBIanoBiaa  with  Sb  I>oDilngD,  dabalad,  n 


dbyGoo^Ie 


stnof*  propodttoB,  889 ;  our  Don'4nt«noDnB  affavti  tlifi 
motluT  wuitrr,  tai  It  [•  pnpnvBd  to  nlu  It  bj  «]'  of 
tbo  ixilotilrs,  ABfi;  or  to  n«gDtl>t«  with  French  igonta  Ln 
the  eolonlet.  ud  that  ■Dcoimge  ralMUloB  ud  lunrp*- 
tian,  sas;  theu  igeate  lDd(>«iid*Bt  of  the  iecnet  of 
Fiuee,  SSS;  thef  mer  cwlr  on  nmmerce  wUh  thU 
■MuntrT  ereit  If  ftt  opes  mr  with  Fnnoe,  SS&;  ctAtd- 
mtcit  ot  tha  nlitlaa  of  lAIn,  SM;  objects  of  thli  bill 
twofold,  KT;  THson  (MUupuMgaof  thgblU  at  tba 
lul  uulon,  XI ;  wuknee*  hw  to  recede,  KT ;  mcu- 
nrel  proposed  «re  Jn^tUUble  onlj  In  ft  itAta  of  war,  SVT ; 
tb*  qautlon,  8Sr ;  nrlou  th»di  Ar  the  lectloii  Is  the 
bill,  SK,  8M ;  nrlew  of  tbs  tvloClane  b«t«Hn  FiuM 
md  her  oolonlet,  8M;  lu^  M);  AdTUktagH  of  com' 
Duna  with  Blipuiok  840;  thli  bill  will  lathortia  the 
'  Preeldeiittoiiegotlatowltb  labordluteigvntiofapiT- 


ooneldend  by  Fruee  ■  aoie  of  wur,  U 
of  the  ludepaDdetiee  of  Bt.  Dnmlngo,  IH;  tha  amend- 
aeDtc)ungeitfaaprlDeipla(^lheb111,Ua;  enmtutloii 
of  the  tHectaof  tbaaoeiidineDt,  SM;  tf  uij  part  af  tha 

wa  ml^t  open  latarcoane  with  tbam,  8M;  tha  graaad 
npOQ  whltih  we  itand,  SU ;  deslgD  of  the  amandiDaDt  to 
take  awar  Iba  otjeoUoo  that  tba  blU  WM  calonUtad  (o 
pranota  UdependaDca  of  St.  Domingo,  SU ;  antenC  of 
tha  amendment,  84C;  farther  debate,  SiA;  amandmenE 
naeatlTed.  8tT;  amaitdmaBt  piopoaad  nlttlTato  port 
of  New  Oriaana,  M7 ;  Un  pawd,  MI. 

Frenoh  edict  nlatlTe  to  nenttali ;  call  fer  Infonnatioa 
raqwsUng  It*  nupeulan,  KM ;  uuwar  of  the  Praddeat, 
8DT;  maUoB  to  print  dlaciuaed.  1ST. 

Dt»pattki»  ^JmeriBM  JTOUiMrc— JToM,  ••  aa  ap- 
pandJn  to  debalaaof  Fiftb  Co>1gre*^  W9 1  eitraet  of  a 
lettar  from  Mr.  PIncknar  to  the  BHsetarr  of  atata,  889 ; 
ditto  to  U.  De  la  Croli,  »0;  report  of  U^or  Sntladge 
on  tha  interview  with  M.  Da  la  Cnll.  NO ;  tbrther  re- 
port, Wl ;  lotUcaUoB  ftom  IL  Da  la  Oroli:  to  Gantnil 
Plnfekner.  SM;  reply  of  Geoaral  Ploohnn,  881;  re- 
DUrtisf  Oaneral  PlnckDay.  89S ;  Inlstdew  iHth  Talley- 
rand. Sn;  proceedings  of  TUIajIud'e  icenla,  888,  884, 
88G,  8H ;  lettar  of  Qenenl  Plni^ney  to  tha  Baon^r;  at 
StitcWT;  remark>oathedlaaTaWBlofTaUerrand,8et; 
memben  oTtbe  Dlre«torr,  8»a 

I,  BapraaantatlTa  from  North  Carolina,  14 ; 
Benator  from  Korth  Carolina,  401,  Ml,  SSL    Sl4  Man, 

TOlL 


«,!«>. 


of  Hovaa  to  Fnddant 
itatlTe  from  lUnHOhn- 


HI  with,  4M. 


FamuH,  NATUAirmL,  Jr.,  Eapreaa 
aetti,  14,  lao.    Bn  Indta,  toL  1. 

^tmA  S^iigt*t.—St4  ludrm,  Tol  1. 

JVwhA  S^fubUa,  ratlflcatlon  of  Corn 

/VwuA  JiiattaHoM,— BoKiIntlaD  tbat  prorUon  b*  made 
Ibr  IndamnlfleatlaB  fin  lo«H*  anattlnod  hr  Fnnoh  voU- 
•tlaia,  eonildtred.  MI;  tha  prlndpla  mut  be  daddad 
^tbeHonaa,M8;  the  reeolotlon  K broad  aitodeftat 
llBOtitwt,«U;  ItgositoiwnidiltthaHoDea  to  thawluria 
•Tt«ntwlthantan}eiamlnatlan,(48;  raaama  for  ipeedr 
nation,  CO;  oblect  of  the  raaolotlon  i«  plao*  theqnaatlon 
ln>tialmrardael>lan,M8;  It  lifonndadon  thoprlnd- 
pi*  that  GoTammant  baa  abandoned  the  elalm,  lO  that 
>o  dUien  tan  cone  forward  ^nlut  tha  Freneh  Oorern- 
maatiOr  utyTmeb  dt]»n,M8j  fDrthai  debate  844; 
a  large  porUon  of  tha  loaiea  so  eonred  bj  Inanranea, 
tha  Ooremmant  will  not  haTa  to  paj  tham,  MS ;  for- 
tbardtbata,H<i  motion  to  poatpone  loit,  MT;  report 
BadB,aH;  fiirthairMnaika,TM;  TwdDUon,T>Ti  amaid- 


manta  pmpowd,  Ttl;  loat,  ni;  Jlafw^oa  on  oBag 
jof  and  naji  on  taking  np  for  nfor«saa  tha  OTlflinl 
reeolntlcn,  739 ;  rabrrad,  T8t;  a  quaatton  of  great  b» 
ment,n8;  debate  on  postpoBameat,  TBi, TM ;  BMttN 
to  taka  np,  Ttf;  laat,  T44. 

JWexfe  or  Qwiier*,  menmtal  oC  ISl :  report  e^  MK 

FmUUn,  PnOvMim  iif.~St  Autes,  Tid.  1. 

nvM9tt/r«mjMm>t.—a4*  AKw.  ToL  L 

I>triilturt  tot  PnsldtDt'i  Honia, 


188,118,  8M4«I*;  on  the  addrw  to  tha  FreaUeat,*!; 
onadlncttuon  tlaTe«,ei9.M;  on  unl  polkj,  di  «■ 
Inereaia  e^datlca  on  angar.  Tl,  71,  T8;  an  tnovaaa  ef  di- 
tlH  on  ealt,  14 ;  on  niTal  approprlattoB),  K ;  oa  dbiel 
andlndlraet  taiH,81;  cm  llTnHattwi  period  relaltnia 
clalva  Bgalnit  United  Btato,  S9;  on  suUHtr  sT  tha 

Btatai,sa;  III!  Ilie  anna ulall if  Ilia  Tilolilaal,  n. 

on  milttarr  and  laral  approprlatkne,  88, 84. 8^  !«,  U8; 
on  nam  annpriatlmk^  10«t  104,  lOB;  | 


•p  datr,  18«,  ISO,  11 
hbankatn  Uanof  tai,18l;  oa  aWttkul  dnlj 
»,ltl;  oS»n ptoTlw aSBloM iBcraaee In bau>- 


jn  the  Qnakan^  n 


imorial,  IM ;  ^alnit  wt^lr  Heme! 
todlatman,IN;  OB  natal  wpandltan,  1>T ;  «  fttaiga 
lDtRtonn^lU^>M;  « tha  raparl  oa  tba  Gil»aU  and 
Ljon  aaa,  UB,  118;  on  tha  Umlla  of  OMif|i>,  ttt;  <■ 
rriatlona  wlUi  Fnaea,  K8;  ooapi«TUaaal  armjiSM, 
MTl  OB  eatabUaUnc  the  NtTj  Depaitaut,  Ml;  oa 
milltaiT  Vpropiiltlai«8n,KB;  tspe 

bj  foreign  ooattm,  Ml ;  on  a  tain 

on  the  fliaaaea  to  be  axdndad  tnm  dtiaeB«hl|^  STT,  1,8; 

on  bill  relaUTe  to  tnatment  of  alien  tnamie^  tat,  »ll 

III!  Ilie eliTiiiell film  Mil  iilellii  In  IliiiaeliiMw 

of  oommerM^  nO;  on  Intareonra*  with  I'raB«%  Wti 
ralaUre  to  lettera  of  marine,  188;  on  direct  tau«,  881; 
on  alien  eneml»,8ae;  on  tha  aedltlonblIl,8e8;  oa  IW 
abngatlon  of  the  traatj  with  Fiuoa,  ni,  Ul,  tU;  « 
inlenonno  with  Fnaea  and  BL  Domlaf^  887,818,848; 
on  InertiH  of  tha  naty,  848;  on  t)l>a^>tIm(f  fnach 
Tewla,  8M;  on  npcal  of  alien  and  aedllkn  lawa,8«; 
on  the  eipnWon  at  Matthew  LTea,>IO;  oa  r«pHl  tf 
■Uaalaw.STS;  on  the  hiw  of  retaliation,  881 ;  on  patltlia 
of  free  bUoke,  448^  444;  on  tha  caea  of  Jonalhaa  Sob- 
Una,  448, 41»,  459.    8*t  Iiuita,  roL  i. 

Oaxtt,  fiat.  Ul.,  aleotad  chaplain  to  tha  B*MU,Bli  <H 

Qatb,  propotal  for  a  monninant  la,  Ttft, 

atorgta,  tota  for  Pnaldant,  81, 4ST. 


rUd,M8;nportoa,«t7. 
Simait  loagiuffe,  taut  4b,  motion  to  priat,  IB;  i*bm 

tor  tha  motion,  1<S;    If  a  traubtlon  wm  lalblwli 

great  miacbitft  might  enana,  IK. 
OiuT,  EuuDoi,  latter  from  Faili,  BM,— A«  HSmt,  td.  1 
ffiLBDT,  EmcnL,  Bapreeontatlto  from  New  Toit,  14;  M 

Um  adir«M  la  tha  FtMldaBt,  81 ;  <n  th*  pMUaa  tf  ■■» 


dbyGoo^le 


mlttodibTM,  W;  amaBOirfiaA  ami  ts/ftoptU 
lOT.    «MAKba,TsLL 
Sua,  Ws.  B^  BapmulatlTt  mm  Vliglila,  IT.IM,  M 

Uw  utdrMi  to  Iha  Pntfdrat,  IT,  11,  *MI,  8) ;  on  nlltf 

to  nflMcri  b J*  An  At  flaTuuuli,  48 ;  onuvworcf  Hddh 

to  Fnddsnt  Adum'  lit  nn—g^  lU,  U 

Td*tin  to  dtftuln  DUHonii,  lU,  IM ; 

Ul-16S:oDiUT(]inuiiiatit,lMi  on 

IM;  ontlia(}ri><ii>lduidI.7on«H,n 

rilOttitflt,llt;  OD  nlitliHU  vllh  Fiuca,  m,  ISl,  SM, 

SSl;  S«mu  t  oa  imCMtlBB  ifilwt  tk<  Bubur  pawn*. 

ni;  «■  ipportlonmaatMIl,! 

tads,  set ;  In  hioi  of  np«l  < 

«0(;  M   Ohio  Btita  Oorwuiaiit,  MS,  ««,  ML    fiM 

■tlT*  ftom  Nortli  CmUiia,  11, 

<■  ftom  ITiw  pimptfilre, 

an  Nav  Turk,  11,  iM,  171, 


M    AmAiIMiToLI 


SM,*n,ttT.    AM/ttdani, 
eoDDAED,  Caltdt,  BaptMUititlTs  frgiB  CamKUsnt,  SM, 

MS ;  OB  nil  ftir  latanwllaa  itUUTt  to  ssMtnn  «f  LooM- 

*w,TN(,TiS, 
Soana,  Busil,  BapnMBlttIf*  tram  Tbglsli,  4K ;  ea  paU- 

tloBarfrMblukE,Ma. 
eooDHin,  Bnium,  finutoi  froia  V— cfmntlii  1;  118, 

l«,RU,aM.    8m  AAa,  TsL  1. 
Soiwuoa,  OBAimmT,  BctrsMatitin  from  Oonieotleat,  1< 

UMTI,eMi4M,(M8;  oiimdlncttui>ailiTM,tll  St 

Ooonucn^  Xuivs,  BipnnBtitln  from  Coaiuetloiit,  4W,tfT. 


HmbM  to  dtatlllan,1H;  db  tha  OsDrgU  UiiilU,Sll,Snj 

on  abnieitlOB  of  tfM^  vlth  Tnnca,  SO. 
6UT,  Edwdi,  BaprtHBtatlTg  from  Ylrglsli,  488,  MS;  8K 
Crtai  Aetata,  ntalltt«ry  mtMorM  iqMD,  im  JMmi, 

•oil, 
OuBtf,  AaEBXi^  appolBtod  ehaptilB  to  tha  Hodh,  188; 
amn.Taoau  U^  dalagnta  ttom  XlHlidppl  Tarrltorr,  881 
Qunn,  Bat,  Bautor  troa  Bboda  Idud,  ltd.  111,  U6: 

TMl(iM  U*  Mat  In  B«Bata,Wl. 
BnHinip,  CsBsnmHB,  BapraaaatatlT*  tnm  Haptntky, 

14;   OB  UBd  forOaudlwi  BafUgaa^  4IL     5h  iwla. 


flxMO,  AsoiT,  KapnaanUtli 
in,  188, 4Ut  488,  BTD,  888 ;  on 
til(iti«OD]imMa,TSa    &a  Aidia,  ToL  1. 

euwou),  Kooim,  BcpmonlMlTa  from  CoBneelteiit,  14, 
IM;  118,  SH,  498,487,  B4»,<«8i  Ob  tuuwai  of  Hobm  to 
PnatdaDt  Aduni'  Dnt  meuaga,  181 ;  igiliBt  waakl^ 
UeaBiaatodlallUen,184;  aHnll  ob  Uatthav  I.roo,  10» ; 
firinrold  and  Lf  OB,  casa  a(  ut  BrtaA  iif  FrMl^t. 
Ob  muHlaun  to  WuUBntsB,  DOS;  DBieportlBg  Ih« 
dabMai,E08;  on  ntia  of  HpTeaeBtatlan,eTt;  onpublle 
prlBtlBg,GT8;  mBvTgit  Uailti, BTt ;  on Uadtlenwcu 
TiBda,l>8D;  on  tha  (olleeilloBor  IntarntUoul  nTeQIM, 
OSS;  on  Franch  IpoUitlaiii,  841,  SM;  cm  Ohio  Btata 
SoTennuat,  8S0 ;  on  nnantliOTliad  pnichaaa  ot  utt- 
jirda,  (B8;  ob  tha  aall  for  papain  relMlTa  to  tha  Ma- 
iloa  of  LoBlilinl  to  Pnlwa  ^  Spain,  88^  nia,101T[ll^ 
n^  m;  on  petUiaM  oT  TJaltad  Stalaa  JndgM,  788. 
AlAKtMl,  ToL  I. 

SaoTB,  ITiLUui  Babt,  BapnaentatlTa  from  North  Ghio- 
Hu,  14,  in,  m,  8(0,  B8I,  8»a.    SmJoAo^toLI. 

Ovn,  Juat,  Banatoc  fron  GMigli,  li  118^  lai^  tn,  888. 

A*A<I«B,T^1. 


KuoooK,  Gioia^  BapHMBtMlTa  from  Tlrfbila,  U.    &■ 

/•idaB,ToLl. 
Huramo  Ua*,  petllloB  of  widow  ol,  98. 
Hajtha,  Joei  Anu^  BapraaaBtallTa  (Irota  PaaBirlnal* 

110, 180,  8S8,  418, 488,  D88, 884. 
Huns,  Bonm  8,  BapnaaBOillTa  from  Bonth  CmllD*, 
in,  ITI^  SM,  418, 488;  OB  a  BiOonal  BBlTanlQ',  »;  on 
nllsf  to  niAran  bj  lira  U  Bananah,  41 ;  ob  patltlan  gf 
Hsgh  L.  VUU,  48i  DD  ■  dlnet  tu  oa  ateTaa,  W;  «b 
naral  poUoT,  88;  00  Ineraiaa  of  dotlia  on  aalt,  I4-Ta;  ob 
nabUll^  of  tha  Btataa,  81,  S8 ;  on  Bnnl  i^proprlaUDm, 
lOS;  on  llbantlDB  of  La  FtjtlX^  110;  ob  uUltarr  uid 
naral  qiproprtitlau,  lOT;  on  dabnalve  nkaaaorea,  I4T; 
OB  anaTal  eatabliihrnant,  184;  OB  axampttBg  bank  DotM 
fromatamp  dntj,  180;  co  addldoDti  dstron  laltiltt; 
OB  tha  Qnikfin' llamarial,  188i  ob  ths  arpaBdltme  lor 
tha  Ban]  Hrrlos,  laD ;  on  raHaf  to  danchloia  of  Connt 
da  Oraasc,  IK;  on  i^roprlilloB  liiT  fbnicB  Inlareooiaa, 
100^804;  OB  tha  oaao  of  Srivnld  and  Lron,lll,nB; 
OB  dJplomillo  tBlarwDrae,  118;  on  tha  Umlti  of  Oaorfh, 
Ufii'lll ;  moTH  amaadmant  ralatlra  to  ImportatloB  of 
■Una  In  lUiAtfppI  Tamtor;,  HI,  fMta,  114;  on  »!»■ 
nana  vfthTiue^  3)8,184,188;  on  ■  pivrtilonal  trmj, 
MS;  M  aataUlihlnc  tha  Bbtt  Dapartmant,  wo ;  ob  tha 
BatDntliall«iliira,KI8;SH;agalnattaUngnaw  wbdu 
baflm  lajlnf  dlnot  tax,  M8 ;  r«IatiTa  to  latten  of  muqni^ 
181;  on  tlw  aadlthm  bUl,  B08,  808;  on  abrogation  of 
treaty  with  France,  SIB ;  on  Intamonna  with  i'luioa^ 
S10,8St,S48i  OB  lB«naao  of  the  naTj,  BBl;  on  ralatloni 
Willi  Fnnoa,eM;  ob  tha  captara  of  French  Teaaala,  860; 
OB  petltloBa  ralaltn  to  repaal  of  alien  and  aadltloa  Uwi, 
884 ;  aaka  laan  to  bilBC  In  a  bill  to  anaad  direct  tu 
Uw,4SS;  OBpatltlanoffraebUaluh48S;  on  the  caia  (tf 
JoBaUuB  Sobblna,  481,  4H ;  on  admlnla  Ib  the  naT7, 
dT4;  fhramuaolaun  to  VatUagtoB,  Bl>,  E18,  SIT ;  on 
JniladlcUon  onr  IMiMot  of  OoliUDtda,  BBO,  fill.  «ai 
JiuItm,toH. 

HAunOB,  Cum  B.,  BapraaantaUn  froo  Tliglnlt,  14, 
180;  180,  889;  adncata*  waaklT  lloanaaa  to  dlitlllan,  184 
«MA(Iae,ToLl. 

Bauiwk,  WiLUAii  H>WBT,  BapraaantaUn  from  S'ortk 
Waat  TeiTltoi7, 488;  ondantUa  itfrirad  lo  oonmklttaa, 
481. 

Habiut,  TaoMAi,  EapraaantaUTa  Tnm  fttaur  vanta,  11, 
UO,  IT8, 818;  on  relief  to  ioflkran  bj  Are  at  Baianaih, 
4a,41,41,48;onUBda  far  CkaadUn  i«tbgeaa,44;  on  ■ 
dlravt  tu  on  dana,  88;  on  tha  eompanaatlon  of  Fred- 
dcBt  and  ethar  olBoan,  81 ;  on  tJie  acconmiodatloB  of 
the  FrealdeDt,  et> ;  on  mltltarr  ipproprlAtloni, «»,«»;  on 
BATal  approprlatloiu,  100 ;  on  UbnvUoD  of  La  Fayelta, 

Bage,141;  OBtha  llmita  cf  Seo^la,  ^8 ;  oa  Interoomaa 
wlUt  FruoB,  8M;  daeeaae  reported  to  tha  Bobos,  BU. 
Snlndaii,v'il.l. 

HAnoBV,  Jom>,  Bapnaantatln  from  Haw  York,  M.  A* 
Adt^toLt 

HATBii,  JoKATKur  K.,  BepTBeaBtattTa  from  Hew  York,  14, 
110;  m,  888.    «MA<t«B,TOLL 

EAimiaa,  Bns,  BapreaantatlTa  A«m  ""rn''nrr"T,  8BB. 

HiATB,  Jobs,  B^ireaentatlTa  fMm  TIisIbU,  14 ;  ob  th*  Bd> 
draai  to  the  Pnaldant,  W;  on  tha  pattttaa  ofmul- 
mlttad  alani,  SB ;  on  Uie  aeoonuBodatloB  of  the  Presl- 
deat,  89,80:  on  mlUtarrud  Mttf  qiprnpilatlona,  IM; 
on  Hbacatlon  of  La&ratta,  10).    Aa/wMt^voLl. 

Hmnn,  DuniL,  Bapnaantatln  ftraa  Uaijlaud,  884 

Bmnm,  JoiIfb,  Bapraasntatin  frwn  PanBtrtntil^  188, 


db,Google 


to  eeuton  of  LoDlt- 


Hbbdiuoh,  Aioimiu),  B«pr«««iUt]Te  fton  Hcstli  Ono- 

Hu,  It,  ISO,  in,  tN,  »S,  Mft,  <M:  on  Ui*  ■oeomiDodi' 

Hon  or  ths  Pmldtnt,  SS,  M ;  tgnbigt  tha  npwl  of  tht 

JodleUrj  £>tibUiliin(nC,  StT. 
HBnnBOR,  Flsuaut,  elilm  to  oertaJD  ludi,  H8. 
Hdit,  JoHH,  BeutoT  frwQ  HurUtid,  t,  IIT;  Toto  ftir.ii 

pTsddtDt  !n  IIM,  «.    A»iiuiia,ToLt 
Hdj,  ViLLUii  B„  B<pr»enUtlt*  from  North  OmUu, 

4n,eoa,5TO,«Ba;  on  patltlan  of  Am  blMl:^  UB;  on 

nportlD^  tha  dflbfttu, 
HnxHomu,  JxsB,  Benitor  from  CooiHotisiit,  S,  111,  ITI, 

an,  SM,  Wl,  6U,  (U;  deotsd  Praridsnt  at  BauiU  fire 


ittUn  fi 


1.  14, 


HoLi-uiD,  Jum,  BapmcBtatlTa  ttwa  Strrth  CmlLu,  14, 
at,  m;  00  tbt  paUUon  of  mumnlltwl  alim,  N ; 
iDOHHofdntliKiIl.Tl;  on  iDCroHO  of  datlM  on  Hit, 
IS;  on  tlM  ueommodMlaii  of  ths  Piwldat,  K 


r  Toik, 


HouiH,  Datid,  BepnHBtttlTB  ttma  TlrgtoU,  ] 
8WI,  in,  WT,  (W,  «M;  DO  priotjni  lh«  lura 
Gomun  lugslge,  ISL 

Boumh  Smus  L^  SepmoBtitlTB  Itom   Nsi 

ua,in,8i«. 

Aww,  Hcnt  MUlon  of;  T> ;  MUonrns  it  doM  of  ftnrth 
Congnn,  ill;  innrtr  to  Pnrident  Adunt'ltrat  nsi- 
aVOi  Itt)  ■nnrei  h  dcllnrsd  to  FnliaaDt  Adinu'  lint 
meiHfa,  IW;  uuwet  to  Pmldwit't  mMMge,  ISO; 
•ninrfir  tik  Pnddflnt*!  marngt  to  third  savion,  fifth  Coa- 
gna,  81);  iHd  OB,  SMI;  ■ddna  iB  uiwh  to  Fml- 
donfj  mMMga,  Wl ;  Ihuko  to  Oengnl  L«*  ftn  onloglnm 
OB^vamoryof  WMhtngton,  4M;  nftuH  to  Bceonpanj 
Sfiuta  to  hair  anloglnin  OB  WiAln^ton,  41T;  aniirartD 
FnaldeDt'i  mnakgs  aannid  Mulon,  ilith  OoDfreia,  499; 
preeeadlngi  ralitlTs  to  ponhua  otLooUuu,  Til;  Ub- 
den  thuki  to  Bpeakar  UaoB,  T4t, 

RoviiD,  JosK  H,  Benator  from  Hurlud,  R,  114,  ITI,  SIS, 
408,481, 540,  Wl;  obOMB  PrMldont  of  Boiwta  pm  fMi^ 
481. 

Rnau,  BiHJum,  EapraaoBl»tlTa  from  South  GaroUBi, 
ETl,  SM;  Rn- ■  BUUMleiun  to  WiahlngtoB,  BIS;  on  ooL- 
lootlOB  of  Internal  reraniie,  SB& ;  on  Aal]  fi>r  papert  raU- 
IJTA  to  caaalon  of  Lonlstazia,  SM,  T10 ;  on  con«Idodng 
the  French  BpoUatloni,  T89;  on  Jnrladlotlan  orer  the 
DMif  et  of  ColnmbU,  TSt. 

Brar,  BunrBL,  BepreaeotitlTa  fr«m  Haw  Hampahlrv,  (ML 

HlIBTBI,  Jobs,  Sanitor  fhim  Sonth  CaroUna,  S,  114. 

HoBTBB,  KiMiroBTST,  Salegtt*  fhXB  UulMlppl,  SSt;  da- 
«Mlai)<;B4l)L 


IT*,  81 


»,4>T. 


r.  m 


AiprHHMn((!/iSKiiM»,siaaBaca  Is  relation  t(^  BBS. 
Impritenmrn)  Jbr  daM.— BUI  nuUng  prortilon  ftTraHef  of 

peraou,  pasied,  4Tt ;  paraanlan  orbUl,4n;  nmlntloB 
to  rarlia  the  Uwi,  oflttad,  008;  a«|Mt,  to  aeenra  debtor 
Ma  property  and  protlde  aome  remedy  bealda  Iraprlson- 
mn^CiSS;  oonalderetloiia  aflilBat  Imprlaonmant  ufrod. 


laamffiiral  Adirtt  of  <obB  Ai 


le  fbr  ea  Fr^deat  In  ITM;  «. 


lint appuuea IB  NaUowl  CoddcUb,4S;  ■ii«a,«8:a 
peUHonof  Hn^  Lamm  Vhlt^  4^4*;  laaaili  pe> 
Utloti  ofOeaiBC  Colbert,  4>;  BeBetscfrom  Tinniaani. 
IW;  rtalgni  a*  Santtor,  811. 

JuaiOfl,  Oaonoa,  SepraaeBtatlTa  from  Tli|lBla,  U,  M^ 
VT.HV.dW;  0B»dlt«attaKDBil(*«,Bi;aallioJDdld- 
arj  atabllahmant,  BH ;  on  raolntloBB  raUttn  la  tta 
narlgatloD  of  the  HbaMnl,  IB.    Stt  I»d4m,  wtLL 

JunBOB,  Jutm,  Buator  from  Oeofla,  ML  Aw  /a<^ 
TOLL 

Jaitk,  Juoa,  oBoor  on  IHgnla  ConileDatkia,  4TIL 

JiT,  JoBB,  nta  far  ••  PieaMaBt,  W,  48T. 

JimlKui,  Teobu,  bliaddrsu  ai  Preside  tf  thtSm- 
ate,  10 ;  twU,  ID ;  niU  ftr  M  Pi«M«i>t  In  ITM,  •■;  Tloe 
Preddent  and  Praildant  o(  Senate,  US,  tn,8H;  Tte* 
Frealdent  attenM  Sesata.  404,  «84;  nta  fur  aa  Pru- 
dent, 487 ;  addiw  OB  letMng  from  BomU,  4»;  Isao- 
ffUBtlDn  aa  Present.  <M;  addrcaa,  IM;  aHwer  te 
BotUcatlon  of  the  Honae  oLbU  oketlOB,  BtS;  letter  ta 
Prealdsnt  of  Senate.  Ml ;  ncU,  Ml ;  Tlewi  on  tlaiety.  IB 
obataele  to  hli  reeelTlng  tha  Toteof  South  CBnUas  far 
PrMldent,  CSS.    &i  AuleB,  ToL  1. 

JoBiHn,  Ouni^  BepreaaatBtlTa  fKan  Vaith  OnoBi^ 


JOBflRin,  BAiniai,  Tola  Sir  aa  Fl«ildSBt  hi  ITN,  K 
JoNM,  June,  BepreaentitlTe  h«a  Swrcl*,  dU;  SOI;  <■ 
petlUoB  of  free  blaoka,  4U,  Ml;  ob  the  ewa  <«  TawlhM 
BabblBa,4Be;  OB  tha  apporttoBmeBt  bill.  Bit, 
JoNM,  Wum,  BepnaaBtatfie  tnai  TliflBl*,  1»,  11% 
UJ. 

■m. 

JiMmary  i^Keai,  bOl  to  amaBd  a  praTtbaa  MttMabUtav 
Jadldal  coart^  411;  ordaied  to  aaaoad  raaAac  411; 
nnmerona  rteaOB*  At  tha  IntndieCUai  of  the  UU,  <M; 
paitiortheblll,tlT;  blDpawd  la  third  rwdlK,  ^T; 
■M«<,41T. 

/ft  a*  Anofe,  part  cf  maaaafa  lalatl]^  to  JadWarr 
iTrtam,read,MS;  motlOB  thatthe  ««  of  It  le^aa  le- 
qiectlng  the  JndlelarTEitahlUhBeBt  ha  'T^eakd,SII; 
iMM,H8;iiiiitI<ia  debated,  MS;  lit  the  lav  la  oateee- 
aarjr  BBd  Impn^HH^^Id.  the)ad^eaaadaonrtaecealedbf 
It,  SB,  aod  ooght  to 
emnpetent  and  able  to  dJ 
the  caaa  when  the  law  Jaaaed,  M 
betiira  the  oOBrli,  MS;  anlta  dearaailBfc  MS;  railed 
Blatee  oerei  ti*«d  thjrtr-elght  federal  IndtM,  MT;  Ita* 
tshdataljBdlela]p(iwen,MT;  powarof  O 
down  tbeee  addJtlOBal  oonrta  and  JndBa 
MT;  mar  be  ebollahed  aa  wall  m  eruted  aateihe 
ooDatitatloD,  MT;  ■   '    ~ 

la  abollahed,  MS;  onoe  ajodgaalwajia  jodca,  ai 
StS ;  oBa  of  th*  oeM  laiportut  qoaatteaia  arec 
Leglilatnn,  MS;  what  a^a  the  ooiutltallaBr  W: 
Jndceeh)Ii(dnrlBg|oodbahaTlar,S4a;Ui«(T  aiat— 
tloB  aa  praaolbed,  dealfsad  t«  pranam  tb^  eiKiiri. 


n.l,M 
ataled.  Ml ;  If  jo^  repeal  ao  ~ 

jao  ma;  for  all,  DSO;  thereh;  700  deiboj  the  tM^ 
proTlded  to  the  oonitltBtlaa,  IBS;  bH  pan  b  Bel  n«- 


tr  aa  i^arde  theH  >4p^ 


dbyGoo^le 


•d  1b  tba  Ltglatebm,  00;  ssMlltBlloBal  ptwtr,  MO; 
midl  lAaU  ud  maf,  UtO ;  man  (IMd  of  u  UI117  of 
]Bds«  Iksa  u  tnnr  of  •oldlin,  aCHi  It  k  aid  tb* 
kw  wUefc  cnatM  >  jadga  ouot  t»  tanehad,ESa;  tha 
Bonwnt  II  !•  puHd  it  Mdm  to  Uw  and  of  Uma.  Ua  1  Uie 
powac  to  alHr  tha  ■  jRem  nala  ban,  or  niiwbna,  US ; 
•ztaat  of  ou  coaaur,  SW ;  tandeBor  of  iota  of  lata  ad- 
■DlolMimtloii,U8;  Uatoir  of  lagfalatlTa  pracHdlnci  la 
tlw  ftmnattoi  of  tha  JndMu;  irrtem,  KB;  la  Chli 
■fitam  an  Tinlnni  ■■  In  rtmarri  nothlBff  bntabhonaoeaT 
DM;  tlial«tt«I*Bd>p(Tltof  tba  oonatltntlon aiklut tha 
npeal,  NIfi ;  Jodldkl  Dapartmanlllwald  baladapuidaBt, 
SU 1  but  not  Indapandent  1^  tit  lutlDii  Itialt  SU ;  what 
•n  tba&etaTBU;  If  aoonrtoaoo  aitabUahad,aaBolt)a 


daf»eM  of  tba  pnHnt*rrtem,l>»I 
IwnSslaat,  MO ;  tha  arpadlancj  0 
ea(lLMl;lliaeoIiatl(Dr 


iM;  ooDaUtaHonal  point  ftaitbar  «iam- 
iMd.  HO,  AM,  NB ;  UU  pMnd,  6»  i  Ml^  MBl 
lit  «U  AwiiiiaiolatlaBasSaTad  Im  MiiimltUa  nla>l«« 


la  nfemd,  H8;  MU  tuna  tbo 
JB  aatabUabod  Uuao  daparbuanta  fbr  tha 


Ba*i»id>,eM; 
caar^MlthautaofapiaTlDBaok^  aiulilMd,  OM;  agj 

toA  lagKUtlTB  poirar.UetlblalatbaaplrtloriBBOTa- 
tluii  wbls^  baa  pniatntod  tha  old 
•ftbanpaalaumlaad^eM;  ocmpailaoD  of  tb( 
ksdAuiiiara7i(aiii,W0i  oouUtaUoiuUt]' of  the 


poondcn  of  tba  ooaitltiillim  and  law^  MM ;  tbof  oofbt 
ta  ba  liidapaodait  of  Um  olbn  bnDohM  of  coranmaBt, 
partfoDtorij  Iba  lagtdatlTa,  an;  cDBaaBtntlon  of  power 
ta  Iha  enaaea  of  tTiuiiv,  SOS ;  at ««  •dnnn  to  It,  we 
notdo  from  Ilber^,  KA ;  wbat  «aa  tha  talaDdon  of  tho 
(kBUian  la  Intradnciac  tba  wordt  "good  bahavlcir  '  T  MS 
OflglB  of  pudaa  In  tbla  i»BiitT7  fbndusental,  (08 ;  man 
nor  of  growth,  IH;  procaodlBgi  rf  the  hroren  of  p« 
troDage,CU;  tbo  atilct  laltsrof  tha  amaUtoUos  now 
^pealad  to,  MB;  wlU  the  lapail  of  thia  Uw  HolMs  la 
aj  n4>ect  the  aalatarr  or  piaotJeabla  IndapendaDoa 
ot  tha  Jodgea,  teemed  bj  the  ooaatitnlloD  T  tM;  the 
tanna  "iDdopandeoeeof  theJadget"OT^  JodLcUrx'^not 
fijDBd  In  tha  arajtltnlloa,  S0&;  nlatloiiablp  batweu  tba 
EiaoatlTa  and  Judiciary  Depaitniaati,  KA ;  danaaa  ottlia 
tODiUCnUDD  autnlned,  sen,  608,  lot;  an  not  tba  Jndeea 
more  Independeot  nndar  thla  Tlaw  than  thnae  ot  £nc- 
-  land  1  BID ;  tt  laadmltted  Congieaa  Tot^  Inenaae  or  dl- 
lolnlab  the  doUeaof  Jodfa^  AlO;  pracediDff  UEuisejata 
for  repeal  examined  In  detail,  and  a  debnee  of  the  lata 
■dmlntatrmtlaii,  mi,  t\%,  (18,  814;  Ineijwdlenej'  of  tho 
preaent  bin  thown  br  the  eipodleocf  of  tha  Judicial  law 
uf  laat  mhIod,  SIT  ;  the  pn-eilatlng  BTitem 
and  Its  defkela  and  erlli,  la  affected  b;  the  lal 
ddeied.  SIT,  nS,  till;  cbangegBudebythe  lal 
on ;  when  did  the  light  of  the  Eieei 


Df  COB- 


gnji  Id  act  ?  IKS ;  foimar  pnetlce  with  pretsnt  th«ai7 
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aompand,  tB ;  dooliiM  of  tba  Jsdlolaiy  tn  ^rglali, 
K8,Ml;polDtooBoeded,tl4;tIiitbar  debate, •W^SM; 
praeHoa  of  North  Can^lu  nliUn  l«  faatniBtloi)*,  SIT; 
ooMtttntko  of  Nfffth  Camllna,  SST ;  iBlatpntaUoit  of 
the  woida  "  dnrlag  good  behavior  *  tber%  Wl ;  argn* 
meat!  tgaliut  the  bill  aiamliMd,  SK;  fiutbaT  deliMo, 
dn,  Sao,  SSI ;  intention  of  the  eooTentliHi  to  make  tba 
iBdgsi  ludependaat  of  both  eiecatlra  and  leglilatln 
power.  BO  DDlTartall]'  admltli<d  at  ihs  time,  t3t;  benoi 
an;  intnuloa  or  Intenneddllng  hj  Oongreaa  la  oanrp^ 
lloii,WI;  what  itbU  ar«  prohlUtorr  elanaea  inlhaooD- 
(UtnUoD,  If  than  ba  00  power  to  ehsek  Congraaa  ad 
the  PneldantI  St9;  theao  regaladolii  dealgned  fbrtha 
nlktroftha  eiata6a*enmeiitaud  tbalibartlMOf  tba 
people,  Sn;  bat  the  doctrine  u!gad  toMlar  w 
MtouglT. 

11  nir  rarnlng  tho  law  of  laat  aa 
SgaBeeBpoatbaalaatlona,«;  loEo  at  tho  atesUontB 
theBoua,  tU;  tMte,  tU;  the  proftaaad  Manda  <a  the 
people,  SSt;  oonna  of  Sotith  Candlna  on  the  Fmldan- 
Ual  alectloo,  SSC^  S88;  Jefletaon^e  Tiewt  on  iJaTerj  px*- 
Tented  bla  recelrtng  the  Tote  of  Bonth  CamllBa,  «M; 
note,  IM;  wUt  maallMlMlon  of  tba  poblio  wlU  wai 
Ibaro  In  reAreiw*  to  the  Ulo  ateoOoalbr  FrMMeutt 
m;  Itartbar  dabala,  «8T,  «S8;  matloa  to  poMpooa  tbo 
bUlloat,  IW ;  bill puaad,  tS& 

CrMti  SUiUiAdQit,  Mtmortal  af^  U  Scsale,  r^ 
port  of  cocDinlHoe  aa,  MB ;  what  la  dne  to  the  aaprama 
Uw  of  tha  land  ISM;  memorlallata  aak  If  the  law  of  kit 
aeialoa  deprlied  them  of  their  oDca  of  Jndga,  SM;  a 
qneatlon  not  eognlialile  by  the  Senate,  to  whoa  it  dees 
MtbdoDgtolnlMpntlbrit  own  •«((,«««;  Itabooldba 
■peadOr  Mttlal  br  tke  proper  t(lbanala,SSS;  effitatot 


\m\ 


d  bay*  a 


hI<i«(,SS 


pBtlUona  a(  TSI;  raftoenee  OMTed,  TU;  memorU 
doaa  not  ombnea  any  point  of  Inqnlrr,  TU ;  It  ihoild 
banftrrad  to  Committee  of  the  Whole,  TW;  tho  eon> 
aUtnUonal  qaaaUon  ajraadr  detaimtnad,  TSS;  nndonbl- 

edlf  ■  eofiatltDttonal  qaeaUeB,  T3S;  nliKenee ■■ 

■atT',  anttleat  alreadr  taOj  dtaenaaed,  TIB;  referred  to 
CommttM*  ot  Um  Tbok,  T» ;  dlaeoMlon  in  eonmdtlaa, 
TS>i  qnealion  bean  Battled  a>  to  i^t  of  deprlTing  tho 
Jndgea  of  tbalr  offlee,  bat  not  the  qoeatloD  aa  to  thall 
eompanaatloB, Ttt ;  reaolDtlonB offered,  lU;  anewdoo- 
trtae  (diasoad,  that  a  Jndge  la  entitled  to  hla  oao/- 
peniaUon,  after  being  deprlred  of  biB  aotberity  and  Ua 


OB  the  oonitltBtlonall^  of  tba  law,  TIO;  If  the  eonrta  u* 
aboIlthed,arelhaDOoenaballah*drnO;  would  the  Su- 
preme Conii  InthlseM*  born  Impartial  tribawlt  ISO; 
itwouldbtlmpiDportoaatliorltetbeSDpraiiio  Coortto 
decide  apon  the  eonBUiotlonalltr  of  tba  law,  TM;  when 
then  are  oo  wnloei,  there  can  ba  no  eUm  Ibc  aalaiy, 
780;  mamorialitaprotoat,andlelltreBtoBlh«fllsor 
theHona^ISO;  laulallana  lost,  tU- 


Kmtutif,  Toto  (tar  Prealdent,  SI,  dBT. 

SJTosiu,  Aitwuf,  BapreeentatlTe  ftoo  Itew  J«n*T,  l<k  ^ 
489;  on  relief  tonOenrabr  fln  at  BaTamiata,4!;  on 
peUtJonot High L.  While, SI;  nBtbepattlianofuaBD- 
mlttadalaTea,SO;  OB  InnHe  of  dntlu  on  ai^^  n ;  on 
mUltaij  ivpioprlatlona,  DS;  on  the  caaa  of  Jonathan 
Bobblna,  UL    St*  /•vfeiB,  toL  I. 

Hirma,  Joaa  Wilu,  BepreeentetlTe  from  Pana^lraBl^ 
l»i,I»l,8X^«i;  onadlnettaiOBBlBte^HjaaaaTal 


dbyGoo^le 


qiproprUtlaMk  101. 10S;  pmUH  In 
Vkole,  lie,  IM;  tm  Qw  UdHU  of  fl 
blUntodn  to  tka  p»tKth»  of 
n^tloooftnatr  with  Fnac«,niL  Am  Arfae,  T<d.  1. 
~  nl,eUIiiii41*l:lilM0>ra^in;pn>«Md- 
psOilM;  HnoBiitioClM. 


LATATmiiGiMnAi.— ItMidatlaBNiMlnUilW;  sagatU- 
UoB*  to  cflb«t  U*  TtleM*  tnm  ImpilHBiiMBt,  lOS ;  Ui 
mttIiih  fin  thli  axmny,  IDS;  pnpitstr  ud  dntj  of  no- 
ltMlMI*MOiitlw|iwtoftlHEisnitln,lM;  inbjxitlm- 
preptrMb*  lotnAMtd  ta  tb*  H«<u»— PrMtdtnl  tao« 
tbe  wiU  of  Uw  p«qda,  W;  oi 

£9lv  ftiyHgr>"-Qq)p*T  liidmd 

lilDit  tha  pnrchus  of  «opp«  iMbtt,  4M;  icporlcfaom- 

IiilU«,4Tl;  KBliUoD npoTtad icTHd  to, «n 
Lavddov,  Jon,  Braitoi  fmm  Svw  Hampililn,  8,  111;  M, 

til,8»,WL    £mAu1i^*oL1. 
LiTDiaa,  Hnn,  Bautor  from  Dalimi^  S,  111,  IW,  SSI, 

4I».    Aa  Adae,  ToL  1. 
Lunuioi^  Jobs  B«iw1oi  ft«m  Hcv  ToA,  4,  lU,  IM;  (SI, 

8M;  elacttad  Fraaldant  pnt  Urn.  vt  Sanata,  *«.    Aa 

AdM^TsLl. 
Km  VAtfoHoNK-Aa  D^A»<**  JVaotwML 
tiMAM,  ToBtja,  latter  to  FnddaBt   uiissseliig  daath  nt 


Lb^  HBn>,  BapnaantetlTa  from  TliclaU,  Ml,  «T !  dtilT- 
an  uoiMtOB  on  dtUli  of 'Waahliigtoii,  4W ;  Mtar  *o- 
eapttng  thuk*  (tf  Haiiat,  4M;  (oipMltliatfftBeblMlu, 
4BT;  OB  tha  iva  of  Jouthaa  Bobbfai,  tfO,  4»;  on 
mMia«lmn  tWWathEngtaa,  SIWi  SOI,  fill,  511;  mi  »- 
pomng  (ha  d«hatM,M»}  <a  ]iulad]etloDaTaT]XatrKit 
of  ColumbU,  Bla,  01*. 

Lm,  B11.U,  RapiaaantatlTS  fhim  lUMadiiuMt^  IK,  «T. 

Lna.  UicBui,  BaptaaaDtitln  from  FaiuNTtTUiii,  dU, 
MT.CO,  tM. 

laoHABB,  fiaoMV,  BapuMLtitlTa  fton  Wawanliiiaiitli,  SI. 
BtlHdtm.ra'Ll. 

lOrarr  4<  CbM^raM^  raaolntlaii  ftnr  a  oemmlttaa  to  prenn, 
4l*\  bUl  regalatlDK  tha  uaot  oonsUand,  STS;  dlnof- 
rioa  rf  Aatalli,  0T8. 

XJMttaNm,  Atit  iif,  rqwrt  on,  ISSj  mA  on,  IML 

Loraou^  Lan,  BopraxntUlT*  from 

Taf8tat«,ME. 

■a,  Mil, 

laa,  ni,  W)t481;  oboaan  FraildBstof  Banitopro  (aai^ 
m;  on  dUpnUd  PmldsDtlal  almiiiu,  dOt. 

iJTDtanoH,  'Bdwaid,  Rapnaaatatln  ttma  fiaw  Turk,  II, 
lM.n»,Mt.tX,tM;  mthttMnm  totfao  Prtiddut, 
n,n;  on  ■  NiUoul  Unlranltr, )T;  on  mmtUT  aad 
UTil  vpniiHatloiii,  lOT;  «  Kbantloa  otjjtltj^it, 
IM;  onuBncotHonaetoPNddnlAdama'flntniaf- 
B«ii,ia«,lU{  aa*nalagnMKfeaat*aaaIa,1dT;  ontu 
OB  liwjan,  IM;  nporti  Ob  patlttoB  of  danchtan  cf 
Oonnt  da  Oniaa,  IM;  on  aipasdKnn  Dw  tha  bbtbI 
aerrloa,  IM,!";  on  dlptomaHo  Inlonoona,  tld;  on  r<- 
litloiuwlthFnBaa,Ml;  on  aatabUAlBf  tha  Barj  Da- 
paitmaBt,ll>l;  on  tba  aadltloo  bOl,  SOT, SIS;  on  ida- 
UonawUh  FnMWitM,  tST;  on  thaaaptnn  of  Franch 
nntlK  tei,  *at ;  OB  npaal  of  alias  aa*  MdWoB  law,  Md ; 
OBthalnrof  ialallatian,IH;  (nopoaaa  naolntlou  In  OM 
o(  JuadUB  Bobb§ni,  dtt;  on  tbo  can  of  Jonithui 
BobMu,  MS,  ttt,  Ul,  «H;  «T.    A</ii(laoi,Toll. 

tAVn,  JuaB,  Bautoi  ttom  UaJTlaod,  ITl,  tS^  dU;  n- 
Mfu  mi  to  Santta,  dSd. 


>,  Ml,  Ml. 
■  <tf;  in  Oa  AbML-^BaaolDthin  mIUbi  bb 
UM  fnauitBt  fcr  iB^  doanBtaata  Telatlre  to  tb*  ecaaioa 
of  LoniaUna  to  Fruoo,  aonatdarad,  (VT;  fab^aet  aUii  to 
ana  that  bad  b«an  dlaenmad  vltb  eliacd  doon,  II 
tbrnftin  be  rahnad  Is  tba  luu  muBBr,  t 
which  onght  to  be  kapt  aeciet  iBTolTad  Is 
tkw,  iw ;  whr  t*^  tba  vaaolnUaa  eaUB;  1 
UontoaoommlttearSM:  tfpBblMtrwlllta 
eoBadtnUaBal  Ainijtkiu  of  tba  PnaMant  rwcMlon 
abonld  not  ba  aoppartad,  <M;  tha  aaartvi  It  a  pabUc 


pnbUritr  diUnUa  vhara  It  will  aat  prava  l^ntona, 
OM;  let  tbo  obU  praraU,  (M;  adiaulaga  of  loiBf  Into 
r  the  Wbola,  WOi  what  b  the  et^eat  ot 


haTatbtatdoonmanti,  WO;  Ola  tba  Bnt  tBataaao  a  na- 
olnUoti  aDomd  to  ba  Important  had  baaa  jafBaad  ■  nt- 
ennw,  no ;  atjaot  of  raftnaaa  !■  dlMOirtaB  with  daaad 
deon,Ta);  eaiaaf  tbeBiltlA'n«atr,no;  t^teaf  tba 
oppoaltlon,  TOO;  irtiBt  and  la  Is  be  laawored  br  ««■ 
Dittil,  TOO;  (Ha  cf  Brlttab  Traatr  nttatHl,  TOO;  rrlFr- 
enoa  CATTlad,  TOl ;  In  eommlttee— Ann  the  doera  ba  doaad 
a*  bantoltiia  ordand  la  rtqMOt  U>  Dda  *a>|ee^  m ;  Oa- 
«Qatad.nil,Tal;  rsalBtloHlBaeivataaarieB,Ttl;  nao- 
Intlana  tDr  a  can  fbr  p4>aia  a^la  aoaddind,  TO ;  aboold 
not  ba  rafcnad  to  a  aeorat  aonualttaa.  TV ;  natlaa  hia 
a]nad7baandaeldad,TM;  tba  Praatdanl  alhidMtotba 
ratiJeM  ai  ona  vUdi  tmr  laqolia  LagUatln  latarpaat- 
tloa,  jat  pardata  In  refhalBf  iBftnrnatton,  TOi ;  why  do 
wa  want  tnlbmatlni,  bat  that  we  mar  bare  ■  mora 
dear  Tlaw  <tf  the  pnatal  ati»eet,T04;  onljtwii  polati 
cminaeted  with  tba  anl^aot  tn  wMdi  doeanwnli  nold 
ba  reqnlred  or  000017  iiimiiawij,  TIM ;  matnW  anmae- 
tlon  batwean  thatUag  tha  port  of  Hew  OrlaaiB  asd  tba 


anaaed  with  abut  doora,  how  pr 
la,  TOI:  Bi 


T  then  ts  latndDEa 


tba  naolnUoB,  TOO;  apeaeh  of  Mr.  VoBRia  to  the  Tlr- 
(biU  ConTeDtkn,  TW;  nelt,  TOO;  who  bow  an  the 
frlanda  of  tba  Vtat  asd  the  free  niTlgitloD  of  tba  rirer! 
T06;  tha  mtlmeiita  dlspli^  la  Ibia  piineudlBg  ■  fbm- 
DOBMBoa  In  the  blatoi7  of  rafular  giniaaiiHBti,  7(6;  a 
Uttorrof  poUUt^  paiHai  maaMamy,  Tit;  raaolotlaa 
Iott,ni0;  fnTUiarnoolBtloumaTtd,T]0;  laa>,T10;  BM- 
tloB  fbr  tan  iviawed.  TIS;  coBfidraUal  aablaets  ba*a 
baan  daddad,  TIS;  Inftifmatlon  aacoMa 
TIS;  BO  fret  baa  been  eommnnlcatad  In  the  id 
TU ;  It  ooDTaja  tha  loapldon  that  Spala  baa  eeded  to 
riuealBdaflBitol7,TU;  onwIatlB thaowBeof  aagotl- 
atloB  to  throw  out  InriBBitloBi  that  m^  diacut,  T14 ; 
Itartbar  dlacnailOB,  TIB ;  trtiat  la  the  biftireBeo  ftom  pt»- 
rtotw  proaaadlnga  of  thraa  leptlaman  T  tbar  *1II  boI  la- 
aart  onr  rl^ti  baeaosa  tbar  have  no  oaaAdenea  ti  Iba 
XiaontlTB,  TIS;  otjeettooa  to  tba  raaelntloa.  TIO;  lel^ 
tloni  af  tba  departmanta  of  OoTarament,  TIT;  It  wDt 
oDand  Ibraign  naUona  to  acraa  to  Aa  raMlaUeaa,  TIS ; 
fnitbar  debate,  reaolBllon  loat,  TM;  metJOB  10  dl»- 
oharge  oommlllae  to  whon  wu  raftrrad  a  moUoB  re- 
Bpaeting  ofllfial  InformalltHi,  nO;  tba  praftlca  baa 
alumbi(4 J  Incieaaad  to  raslit  a  cbQ  fi>rbJbiiDatloB,T)l-. 

Purdkatt  cf  ZonMowi,  reaolntlnii,   Til;    rfpoil 

thereon, HI;  iu<<,TnL 

LaniMatut,  pwrAaim  of,  <■  Jnaala— A  bin  raaUit 
tbrthir  proTleton  tOr  the  eipenaea  atteadliis  iDtemnaa 
between  tba  United  Btataa  and  Ibrel|n  bbIIobi,  toB- 


db,Google 


ua»ni,tni  nadtUcdtliii(,ni;pMMd,sn]M«^^ 

Tl. 

TBOtM,  Bapnwotatln  fRn  Bsnth  ChnHu, 
t;  u  pabUd  pUBOae,  SK;  nUtiT*  to  Btsta 
■•,EM;onFtMWlivUMloiH,»ia:  on  thsoliea- 
W  gold  oiilD,8aS ;»•<,' turn  Um  c*U  IH  <ii- 

IprnutlcB  nUtlTa 


Lniu 


,  Bapiw 


itln  from  " >■ — f.  14, 


Lnuii,  ViLLua,  Btpiwnticlie  trom  VimnhimiHi,  1' 
on  Uu  addtw  to  Uw  Pmldfliit,  II,  IS;  on  ■  Kathni 
TjBiTanltr,Mi  DDnllsTto  nflBnnbrBnit  BaTimu 
Ml  0Bllb«nt)aBDfL*&7etM,1ia    Sttf»dtm,yoLl. 

liMx,  liUTTDir,  B*p™eiit«l>»  ftom  Vtrmont,  UO^  11 


>>,]ti;<»  R 


ip  doty,  II 


mptlDg 


nit,  1U ;  on  prlBdng  tba  Um  is  Uw  Oinoto 
US ;  DB  addnn  to  Iha  Pnilduit, 
OiliwoU,  lU  ;  Ifltur  ot  nUtlre  to  itUd 
Qilnrald,  aiH;  procHdlnp  nUtlie  ts  bU 
Bogu  OrUmd,  WS;  on  tnUmant  of  illi 
Rgl.  JlqpiiMiHti/ftiim  Hsnie.— Ktwlntloi 
SM;  ot^KtioB  to  u  Immediits  T(rts,8M;  nsgrdof  Uia 
IiIbI  provM  Um  A«t>,  SK ;  pow  at  tb*  Bodm  1b  nftir- 
•DM  to  eqinlalaB,  WC  J  leta  sominittsd  ontottlM  Hoih, 
IN;  th>  Bcia  of  Lyon,  8M ;  (ometblsg  •bnld  bBT«  bwn 
■bowB  In  tlM  shancter  t^LjoD  n  iBfuHsi  u  to  nBdu 
bin  uilU  to  lit  la  tba  HoQH,  Ml;  lb*  shugei  igilBil 
tba  maiuber  oiifht  not  ta  hmra  bauk  laqDliod  tBto  nn- 
daiUioHdltlDiiliiw,  HI;  ebvgaiiMT;  aumlsBtian  of 
tb*m,  lei ;  tb«  oiambac  li  la^lKited  bj  omitltaeBU  bn- 
1^1  rnU  kHwladga  of  tha  piaMeatlDD,  H8;  nmubi 
<ifI,;sB,H8;  itiflf.Mtt  fOrthai  dlasDulon  of  tha  law 
Bod  tba  OK,  MI^STOiaBauiolBilloBatUMlatlMpnb- 
Btbad,  m;  Iba  aaBUltiUoBaUt;  of  tb>  bv  nndar 
vUeb  tba  mambar  «H  tilad  and  mBBsar  of  trial,  SIl; 
melnUoa  to  aipd  kM,  fill ;  ob  Iba  madal  to  Captala 
TnutoD,  4TS. 
Ltoh,  JlxitBir,  gaa*  ot;  (M  Brtaek  ^  PrttUtg*- 


Bom  -nrilBU,  lU,  1T9, 
ra  ttom  PaBBarlTuU,  U. 


itaUn  froa  Hertlt  CtroUiui, 


U,  lit,  in,  SM,  4U,  4SI,  M>,  <M; 
Ttnltr,  U;  oo  rallaf  to  anSHen  b;  fln  at  Baiaiuiab, 
41;  on  laad  for  Caaadlui  raftwM*,  4{l;  on  Udna^plBa 
imrnfiir,  44;  on  tba  patltlDB  of  caanBmlttad  ilaTaa.  40 ; 
on  tba HSOiBDiodatlaB  of  On  Pnaldant.  W,n;on  ad- 
dna)  to  tba  Prealdant,  laa  I  «n  Uia  Qaaken' memorial,  lU, 
lai;  OB  itaiDp  datlM,  lUi  adrooataa  vesklf  lloenaoa 
to  dliUUai,  IM;  on  »p«ii  nlatlTB  to  tha  Uadbaw 
Iiron  afUi,  Stn ;  an  tbe  limit*  of  Oao^la,  HI ;  on  a 
proTlalolal  aror,  M;  oi  aatabllablng  tbe  NaT?  I>b- 
partaMDt,  M>;  on  pmanta  to  nlnliUn  bf  fbralga 
e«Brti,MS;  oBl<mpofai7dI»sttu,SICI;  oDpamuuto 
ba  idmlltad  la  ddianaUp,  in ;  oa  Ull  rtlatiTB  to  in- 
■tnetlaBa  to  armed  nseli,  287;  on  tbe  ledltlDn  bill, 
MB,  BlI  1  OB  IntenoDiw  iritb  Fnnea  ud  St.  DonilBgo, 
US;  «B  theavCoraofrnnobTeBela,  tSS;  ob  tba  law 
•f  ratallaUon,  SBS;  igalnit  maaaolanm  to  WiabiBftDn, 
504,611, GlSl  OBnp«tlnet>i«dabMaa,GUI;  onjarlidlo- 
Hon  OTar  Dbtilct  of  ColDBibl*,  eu, WI;  elMtoa  apaakii, 
EMS;  addF«H  to  Hooae,  G49;  on  ratio  of  rapruenta- 


EX.  769 

rapaal  of  JmUdaiy  SKabUihmaBt,  SH;  ackm«ladc« 

Uisabi  oTBoiiaa.  T4I,    »a /ik1<«  toL  1. 
Munaoi',  3uat,  BepreeentatlTa  fhm  TIieIdIb,  14;  on  a 

National  UnlTualtf,  ST ;  on  liabUICj  of  Uultid  BCtlei  to 

aetata  In  war  »psnaea,SO;  on  a  direct  tax  on  land 

and  alavaa,  U;  on  tha  patltloB  of  munnitttsd  alarai. 

W;  ODUbaiatlaBofLaftirBtte,!!)*.    SetlndncTu'Li. 
lUuon,  FauciB,  Bapraaantatlva  fnm  Bhode  Idand,  11 

Bttlndmi,y6i.-L 
ManiULt.  HDHrBUT,  Sanator  from  Kuntack;,  8,  HI;  VH, 

SS1,SM,(81.    Sh /ixfaa,  ToL  1. 
M"«""V,  JoHii,  SapresantatlTe  ftom  Virginia,  4n;  oa 

biaaeh  of  priiUt^  4U;  anooiuwat  death  of  Waahlng- 

ton  in  Hooae,  4Sgi  on  tbe  ala  of  Jonathas  Bobblni. 

4BS;  bit  great  apeeiih,  WI. 
JUmn,  AuBAKDBB,  BaBator  bom  North  Carolina,  S,  114, 

lac,B9R.    Aw  iwfac^  ToL  1. 
Jfarytamd,  nta  Ibr  Fraaldaat,  «!,  481. 

MaaOH,  JOKITHAX,  . 

OB  repeal  of  JadI 
ia*o>,  Bnmn  T.,  Beoalor  from  Tlisliila,  8, 114,  ITl,  SS9, 
4IH,  4S1,  MO,  ««ll  (O  breach  of  prirllege,  41T ;  on  tbe 
repeal  of  Uu  Jndldai?  £itibllalimeiit,KA;  r>B  tha  re- 
BolaUoBa  ralatlra  to  tbe  tight  of  the  United  Stataa  to  tba 
tnt  BBTlgatlon  of  tbe  Mliriialppi,  (St.     8t*  hidiia. 


t,  Bapr^ulBtlTe  ttom  MairbiBd,  ISO, 
t,  BeprcaeBtatlTa  ftom  Wmin'mir"'. 


JfanagleiHH  Ibr  WaablDgton,  report  of  committee  la  Bcn- 


1M,  m,  118. 
lloOowaj,  Jonn,  BapraaaBtatlTa  ftom  North  CanliliB, 
1»,1B9;  oniBiwerotBoiue  to  Prealdeit  Adam^Dnt 
mHaage,  140;  ea  tax  on  lawjem,  IM;  an  tba  bill  to 
i^ia  a  prorMonal  arm;,  Mt ;  on  aatabliiblBg  tbe  N*>7 
I>epBrtmeBt,lI)0;  on  the  uatnnUiaClon  lawi,lH,HTi 
OB  preeeBtl  to  DlblMan  br  tOnrign  sonrta,  Ul  (  morea 
to  poatpoBe  bill  fbr  a  proTiatonal  annj,  STB ;  OB  ml' 
dance  babr*  sltlHOSbip,  171;  on  tbe  bill  relattre  to 
proteetioB  of  eommeree,  KS;  on  interwane  vllh 
rtanee,  MS;  on  the  MditJoB  bill, SOT;  on  lutmctione 
to  aimed  TaaBela,Sl>t  on  inlareoBnewlIbFiaBea,SU; 
OB  the  bill  relaUTO  to  tbe  eqitnre  of  Franob  reaaela, 


alliD  and  la 


ibUw,  81 
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HoBmT,  iutm,  latter  to  tbe  Honae  on  tlt> 
BioBej^  drawB  from  tha  Treanuy,  ASA. 

If oHiLLU,  Dele^ta  from  Noith-vaal  Tairltorr,  488. 

jad<MmM*iu  PtnMn,  rap<nt  relatlTa  to  alUm  with, 
Tl;  iio(a,Sl;  bill Ib nlatioB to, BL 

JKtdiUrratuam  Tntds,  reaolntion  calling  fbr  inibnnatloD 
relaUTO  to  expiyrta  to  tbe  UadltaTraBaan  eoBaidered, 
S84;  BpoB  tbe  report  a  ealenlatloa  win  be  made  of  tbe 
expenae  of  protection,  SS4;  report  moat  be  delbetlTa, 
S«l;  thia  oall  mir  delar 'paiaage  of  an  tmpoTtaat  bill, 
SM;  reaiJotlon  agreed  to,  ABS;  bill  &ir  tba  pntiwtlon  of 
camm#rea  In  UedltcrraBaan  aouldered,  £88;  amand- 
manC  In  gl*«  Prtaldent  pover  to  lane  lettera  (rfraaiqn* 
to  affect  Alglen,TnBiaaBdTripoll.S8«;  it  Menu  to  la- 
Tite  nar,  BSO;  their  peiUdlnuDHB  made  thit  Bnnirr, 
688;  other  rtuoBiDqfed,  KM;  not  canied,  BS&. 

Ifnnmna.  Jiun,  BepreaentaUTe  tram  OMigia,  888. 

JTHeoffe,  WathlBgtoB  to  aaeaad  gallon,  fourth  Congreaa,  IB ; 
of  PiaridaBt  John  AdBint  to  OoopMi,  11 
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fron  PnaMuit  te  SnuU  nlattr*  to  th*  IMr  df  Al< 
(l<n,  110:  dosamnM  «at«a>iHnT<BC  flntmniict  of 
Jolui  Adanu  U  CongrcM,  11] ;  of  PndiUlit  AduM  to 
•Hand  HHlan,  fifth  CongnB,  Itl ;  on  Uw  OrMk  In- 
dluuilTlj  ila.<mI^iMliantn|a.lIli  do.  on  dHpdilua 
ttom  Fnnea,  I'lt;  on  iflitn  vJth  Fnnoa,  IIB;  fnm 
rmldent  Aduu  to  Stiwto  with  VublB|ton'i  lattoi 
MMptltf  UcaUnut-GcncnkUp,  IH;  to  Hoiwrria- 
Hn  to  pmoni  Imprijoned  for  dtbc,  IDS ;  oa  Fttucli 
ootngH,  SOT;  on  nlitloni  wltli  FnB«,>lT,«lti  ftom 
PruldtDt  Aduu  to  third  hmIod  of  fifth  Coawna.  81T ; 
with  docoDunta  nlitlTa  to  Impnaimuit  of  Hunen, 
asi;  OB  Fnnofa  iiryn.MT;  Fmldaut  Adunato  Bnt 
•HiloD,  ilith  CoDgreM,  400 ;  Id  BaiwU  ■nDonndagdMth 
er  WMhlngton,  408 ;  hNm  Hdd»  on  duth  or  Wuhlog- 
ton,  40§1  or  Pmldut  en  undlng  rHolMou  to  Mri. 
WmfalnstaB,  ^C6 ;  fimrth  of  PnddABt  Aduni  to  iHUBd 
hMod,  alith  CoDgnM,  «31;  !»<<,  W9;  Bnt  of  Pnd- 
dent  JeSSnon,IMl;  from  PiHldeDC  oB  OHigU  Unin, 
OM;  of  Pn«ldtnC  Jofltnon,  Meond  mhIoii,  HTcnth 
Cnifmi,  Ml  1  OB  oagotlMlon  br  WHiililtloB  of  LoAf- 
liu,  (M;  irltli  M>ui  nlatln  U  runonl  of  dfinalt 
*t  New  OrlHU,  (M. 
MBUarf  Aeadtm^  bUl  ftx  MtblUdag,  Intndnnd  ud 
.     iud,4ro;  motion  to  njast  It,  410;  do,  nafitind,  4T0; 

blIlnfeiT>d,lTO;  pottponoditDt  ownlod,  4I& 
JBUIarv  InUiftrmii*  Id  •Iwtloiw,  nwlaltDn  nUUn  ti^ 


I,  BopnMntidTS  from  eeoIlt^  84,  ill, 
MO ;  on  nU«f  to  inffAnn  bj  fin  fet  BATUubkh,  40 ;  on 
iiillll«7  ■ppropTiaUoni,  IB;  on  the  llmlta  of  Oeorili, 
ni ;  raoni  utundcout  to  Ull  nlUin  to  MlnlMlppl 
Tarritorr,  IM;   on  Owirgli  llmlti,  MS.     Stt  InOtc, 


Eoldooln,MS;  two  mlUlou dopodtad  In  tha  bank,  009: 

neU.  «Hi  tM*MU  •ddnuM  (to  Ita  atwUllon   an  la- 

mflleiMt,  OB. 
JHiU;  A>aUMM«a(  ffiStt  Indat,  toL  1 
tamUtfppiQit-tlim,cr/r»tiu—lvaUoKaflinlafltUppi, 

couldend  la  Sonfte,  H8 ;  oondnot  of  Bpaniah  oQcalu . 

Haw  Orlaua,  M8 ;  ths  jxiwar  mut  tx  giTan  ud  tl 
d  to  Tindlato  tn  a  baoomlng 


eouitiTi  on ;  oxtTMit  bom  ont  tr«*tr  with  BpaAi,  Vn ; 
nodiiUwMWIlBf  tht  tnatr,  Kaw  Oriaaoa  haa  bean 
wraatadlVan  iit,tTl;  npnMBttdutbaiiih  lot  oTwi 
onearand  Dot  of  th*  Bpudtb  OoTttiunaii^  (n;  maa- 
nnt  adopted,  CIl;  Hf^nej  of  Boo^arto  eonoaalad,  OTS; 


■TS;  whatli  th<  tna  atato  oflhetat  (14; 
Till — T  tor  u  iouaadUto  appaal  to  tBUM,  (T4 ;  labttl- 
tnto  Ito  th*  raanlatloni  morad,  OIG ;  a  eonitaat  aja  haa 
beta  tapt  on  thia  Important  aat^aot  bf  oiu  80T*n 
In  111  nagotUUona,  Kit;  btaCorr  oT  nagotkUoBa, 
aandael  of  tha  iBtaodiot  at  Now  Oriaua  It  an  itiHlOM 
iBftutton  of  the  tnalj,  OIS ;  wm  It  uthotliaj  br  Spali 
or  BotT  OTS;  bu  atato  of  Bpaalah  anraaaioB,  STO ;  b» 
tore,  ohametor  and  ttulmej  of  th*  nnwdr  pn>po**d, 
•TO;  pn>paaaatoHll«parto(theTeiTltoi7,  nS;  i 


w  Naw  Ortaaai,  CTO;  aa  IndlfaltT  bai 


boa  oltoed  O*  UhKad  Btataa  br  Hm  Bpaaiah  Qann- 
msBt,  br  wlthdnwlBC  the  right  of  depodt  at  Haw 
OrIeualnthl*inaBD«r,IIS;  the  rioter  tha  fkw  naTl- 
gitlon  D/tho  MlBladnili  and  to  a  plaea  of  depoilt  iBdl*- 
pntable,  018;  to  atfaa  cor  pla«s  or  plaeea  la  an  act  af 
war,  07V;  ahoaU  we  U  Jutiaad  la  thtg  mnuBn  «  th* 
gronBdi  irf  print*  or  pabUe  jnattaa  or  the  law  (f 
aatlaaa,  eoaaldaradf  OTO;  what  crldeaee  that  tk*  la- 
teadaat  Is  ud  aathortied  br  the  ^jankh  or  French 
OoTarBmeal  1  080 ;  ooi  lataraat^  aoi  houar.  am  tofclr 
reqnlre  the  ooana  pointed  oil  br  tha  rwdnUeH,  OM; 
tha  naolDtlona  do  Bot  fo  ihr  «Dongh,080;  wa  wl*h  far 
paaoa,  bow  la  It  to  ba  preaerredf  081 ;  what  la  tha  atala 
of  thtngat  081;  efl^ot  of  tUa  oaailoe  on  tha  Cnlud 
jteananl  point  of  Tlew,  081;  in  rSBM  en  tha 
1  of  tha  'ODBtrr,  081 
o  other  nattoaa,  18>;  tht  «nt  nealntlan 


t,t8>;  eoBdoatof  thtiHootoon 
lonoar  oocaaloua,  090 ;  our  object  to  obtala  prompt  r*- 
■  of  InJnrlM  Immadlatetr  aAetlag  oir  Taaten 
brathren,  080 ;  wa  an  boI  fbr  mahlng  lata  war,  but  ta 
npollin;  Innll,  OSl ;  meDben  hare  jdedgad  tbeoailTai 
to  ttdplor  djrea  db  Mln 


to  ttaa  BBTlgitton  of  MlHiBlppI,  nO. 


Hrcbilv  Bunm  I^  KapnaeutallTa  ftm  Haw  Toik,  Ml 
OM ;  on  protoedon  agilait  lb*  Baibur  powaia,  BTl ;  la 
bTor  of  nMlatton  leUUTa  to  atato  baluu*)^  SN;  oa 
Pnaob  ■p<«at]0Ba,  (M,  040,  IMi  Tia 

Hono^  jAina,  ipaaihin  YliflnlB  CcaiaMfan  nIatiT*  la 
■  anrrander  «r  th*  DBTliatloB  of  tha  IBariaalppl.  TOO. 

JToniHIMata  to  Oenenla  and  to  th*  eapton  of  Andn,  Til. 

llooaa,  Thoiui,  Sepneentatln  tma  Booth  CaniUaa,  II,  Ml 
080 ;  on  nllef  to  raHtoen  br  fin  at  BaTBuah,  4^  « ;  e« 
a  dlieet  lai  OB  ilaTa^  B8. 

Uoasur,  Sahsl,  So^eauilallra  tna  Tli«l*la,  IHi  ITIi 


ir  ftom  New  Toik,  481,  N 


tbarM^nUona  relaUn  to  the  rlgbt  cf  Ibe  Uidlad 
Btatn  to  the  fVee  tia<rlgatton  oftha  lOaalaalpft,  nOL 

IfoBiia,  LiwB  B.,  Bi-preeaatatlTa  from  TermaD^  UE,  llll 
ttB,4M,BT<^0HL 

UoBan,THou*,B«pn*eBtatlT«fivn  New  Tott.  Mil  IN; 
on  np«*l  of  jBdIrtarr  EatabllahmMrt.  548l  IHO ;  e«  tha 
appoltianmant  Ml],  BTS;  OB  Ibe  eoUoetloB  of  tBianM 
r*TaBna,M8;  wlatlT*  to  atoto  balanoaa.  Ml;  aaw— in 
ifal  ofUnltod  Btataa  Jndgaa,  HO;  ftir  th*  nadl^  of  th* 
lattoroCHeBaBir,  «T;  ob  giaatlnglBdd-wBrnata  to  La 
Far*tto,T4& 

JIoTv,  Jura,  KapmscBtatlnfMm  Kaw  Jantr,  HI,Mli 

UdBUatiaao,  FaaDmoE  A.  BtpreaentaflTe  Am  r«u- 
irlTaala,  14,411,  4»T.    A*  Axte^  Tol.  1. 

UuaaiY,  WauiK  Tun,  KqiraaentaltTe  from  UiarlaBiM; 
OB  a  BatioBal  nBtrenttr,  88 ;  ob  itfid  to  wKHara  bf 
&n  at  SaTaBBah,  41;  an  Udupplng  Befraaa,  4(  4T;  •• 
8dlieottai<adana,»:  onlhe  ponhaaaofaMlatot 
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JRMbhoI  UMrtnllfif-Btpott  oa,a>a^Aati,  U;  Oa  Urns 
hi*  not  UTlTCd  to  lOMrponla  *  aalnnltr,  W;  IT  tha 
BotiBo  one*  antflrt  on  thla  anl^flat,  tha  fupooBlblJltj 
irlU  bU  OB  It  (o  koep  <t  op, » ;  tha  oommlHloaera  oslr 
aak  to  b«  iDoorponladi  ao  aa  to  raoalra  l^^ea,  SB;  tha 
PnaU[eiitluaiIi<*4rtiiadaadaiuUlon,n;  Ultapiopei 
aUp,  W;  waua  onljaakad  to  permit  LtaenariuafainaDt, 
tt[;battaitaBakllilaofUaT7taiHl,M;  Impiopai  time  to 
dadda  upon  a  DatioM]  BUlTOnltr,  M ;  alhctaotthanio- 
iBtlon,  lfadi9Ud,ST;  will  wa  grant  povar  andwSBilt; 
to  indiTldiu;!  to  neelTO  donaHoiu  ft»  thit  atjaot,  STj 
B^attTadln  ounnilUa,  88 ;  Ibithcidatata,  tS;  intject 
poaipoDWI,  at;  nta  on  paatponamant  et  oanild«ntlDn 
otW;  memorial  ofSamnelBlodgatraLitlTe  to,  TU 

M  <o  prvliiiv  Mm  i/nat- 


CNd, «»;  At*  Team  tM  ihort, 
ba  r»inliad,  398;  high  tina  to : 
tfadmltUagftnalfDan  tadttniiaUp,»B: 
offitr*dtlulnoaU«n,DOtatpiMant  ■  realdant,  ahill  ba 
oqiaUa  of  boUlac  inr  otD«a  nndar  D.  B^  or  rating,  IMi 
dTil  rlfht*  mli^t  ba  aitanded  In  (nil  to  f««lgnu«,  bat 
Dot  poUthal  ri^iti,  UM ;  nnnaeeawr  thar  (hould  taka  a 
put  U  gOTOnBMDt,  lU ;  onlTpenonabonlnaconntiy 
aboold dolt,  164;  IhaAnmafthaiuneiidmBDteEimlned, 
IH;  raiiJntloB  pnqHoad  ai  a  «nliat]tiit<^  aidndinc  all 
alianfl  not  citliana  fPom  holdlflg  anj  U,  fl.  offioa,  SM ; 
Honia  not  anthorliad  to  aoMt  thll  pilnelpla  into  a  law, 


the  eonitltDtliin,  WD ;  II  tba  Bono  had  power  to  extend 
thotannof  reeUenee,  thar  eonld  make  It  fbTllfe,SSS; 
qneatlsn  made  dd  unandmaBt  of  peTJona  reatdotlon,  tK ; 
Pnatdant  and  Senato  alKsyi  iwolnt  aoeh  man  aa  the; 
think  proper, IBS;  people  can  eleM a (bnlgn-bomdUien 
to  ur  SUt*  offloe,  KB ;  ao  do«U  of  the  s«utltatlcaallt7 
~  i;whatadvwt^otol»darlTe« 
»1W;  propilo^ofaotionoBthi! 
'  idiswa  iBil 
_  .  o  talatlT* 
,  raaidant  alien*  whoaa  QoTenunent  la  it  war  vlth  thli 
•DODtrr,  eonddend,  HW;  whit.ahill  be  ooniidored  "at 
wirl'IH;  to^elgtwnIlaTebeullnTit«dhat^thl•r(ao- 
Intlonwlll  nnneflaaurUT  dlalrua  their  mln(ta,SM;  in- 
brfgnlng  illena  ihaald  be  remorad,  !M ;  a  podtlTe  de- 
dmtlol  Jlwarahonldbarsqnlnd  before  alien*  iroMBt 
(Mm  the  eanvtrr  md  oar  dUieaa  abroad  dmllarlj  ei- 
poaadiKT;  uolr  diogeroiu  peraou  ihonld  be  lentawar. 
KT;  the  raaolaUDnpK^oaea  to  glTe  tha  Praddent  power 
lo  remove  allau  whan  the  urantiT  Ikom  which  ther 
eoma  OnodM  Inradon,  IBT;  ertl  thraataned  at  the 
preaenttlnu,seTi  oommlidou  iwned  here  brfCnlgB 
mlBlatan,  tSSj  lufa,  we;  fbla  in  aaaenUal  IMue  of  de- 
boo^  aboDt  whloh  Con^raia  ha*  baaa  engaged  during 
the  leadsi,  IBS ;  gnat  snmb«r  of  Traneh  alien*  ta  the 
•onattT  endeaTRtng  ta  otaato  dlTldoni,  Kg;  the  lama 
degree  of  hoqiltalltj  b  not  doe  to  TraBch  lUana  and  lo 
•Hen  Mendi,  108  i  moTod  to  eitand  to  oJI  lUannddaota, 
IWi  look  at  the  reaolte  of  Frenoh  eDiimtrlaa  In  VanlM, 
Swltlerland,  and  Soma,  DSD ;  elmllar  amlMirlH  In  thli 
■outrr.SSf;  TiewiaftheeommlUeewharaportad  the 
teaolntlan,  lU;  Aitther  debata,  HO;  lut  moUon  with- 
drawn, lao;  propodtlon  lo  add  tha  worda,  "batiregn 
which  and  the  Dnltod  Btatai  ahaUexlataitata  ofwar," 
MO;  debate  thereon,  HOj  poetpooement  carried.  Ml; 
ud,*iidiatitaetrarerred,lTS;amaBd- 
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tloa,  STJ;  ntrrlod,  ITT;  dlmudon  oh  the  retroepeetloD 
of  the  bill,  tlJ;  eommittae  tbongbt  blU  •hould  pan  in 
It*  prceent  form,  VtS  \  ameodmeDta  propoaad,  BTS ;  alio  to 
tiMpt  raldmti prerlous  to  lTKI.3]g;  reason  In  tkTor 
of  the  amendment,  ITS ;  no  aiuptlon  abonld  b«  made, 
ITS ;  the  charaotar  of  the  pereoni  who  have  euna  hara  1* 
andi  aa  to  reqnlra  tha  ameBdmant,  ilB;  It  1>  a  qneatlOD 
of  right  or  expediency;  conddered  aa  the  latter,  the  dan- 
ger la  apparent  of  pennlctliig  lareignen  to  beoome  dtl- 
lena  aa  heretotora,  aT>;  Igjutloe  to  a  great  nnmberof 
people  to  paai  the  bUl  wtthout  tha  unesdinent,  STB ; 
amendmant  paaaad,  isa;  nepttrad  In  the  Honae,  MO; 
bUl  ordered  to  ■  thM  rending,  WO. 

.AUan  Xdva,  p^ktionjbr  rtpaat  at,  B04;  motloD  to 
rel^,  8M;  part  of  the  petition  oentiiiuinitnidoiiaUbd 
agalnit  tha  aoorta  and  iortca  of  tbe  aonntfjr,  sea ;  th!* 
ihonld  not  be  referred,  BOB;  thia  lathe  gronndinggeeted 
b;  the  greateet  aB«nlee  of  tbeae  lawa,  Uwt  the  rlgbt  of 
petitioning  might  nail  b*  rutrlcted,  SBB;  to  object  la  to 
air  wo  haTe  the  power  of  defining  the  nature  of  pgtltiau, 
MS;  further  remark*  on  the  ehancta-  of  tha  petition, 
MS;  fDrther  petltloni  for  raped,  ST8;  report  of  «nD- 
Blltee  on  J^Httona  for  repeal,  818 ;  Teaolntlon  that  It 
ia  Inaxpadient  to  repeal  alien  law,  eqnaldered,  STB;  nnm- 
berof  peUtloser%8I8;  objacttonabla  danae  of  the  allea 
law.STB;  gronnda  of  oljectlon  ]>j  petllloDen,  8T1;  oV 
jeotloBt  aiamlDed,  ST*;  report  of  committee  axamlned, 
STB,  BTl,  STI,  BIB;  rHolotian  eanled,  BTR 
l/aturoMmiMm  £aK*—SM  IttOat,  VoL  1. 


ITaml  AmamMtl.—St*  ApprBpHoMeiu,  ami. 

Kami  Otptatni,  bill  for  paj  of,  BBT. 

J/atai  and  Marint  otDeara,  bill  Ibr  nllef  of  widow*  and  o^ 
pbuaoi;  BM. 

2faaal  AteBUiAoMnt.— Panhaw  of  ■  dte  for  •  narr  jard, 
conddered,  B6;  at  aoma  fotnra  daj  va  ehali  become  % 
niTal  power;  It  ii  now  eeonanir  to  prepare  for  It,  M; 
eipenae  of  thle  bnilneaa  alarming,  BB;  If  tbe  thing  la 
proper,  two  or  thrae  re«i  can  make  Tttj  little  dlffcr- 
enee,  0B;  anaTT.woBld  nereT  do  any  red  good  to  thli 
oOBntjy,  BB;  thla  eountrr  dependa  whotlj  on 'oommerca 
for  rarenne,  BT ;  that  commerce  Ii  now  In  Jeoperdj,  and 


no  InbatltBta  fbr  re 
uiAlglen 


onldba 


seaawlllTle 


battar  aipended  In  bnlldlng  thlpi,  BT ;  want  of  ■  uij 
will  hare  a  dmlLir  afltoet  on  all  onr  n^otlatloni,  BT ;  our 
lire-oak  timber  la  too  rich  amine  to  be  neglected,  BT ; 
thcj  moat  prorMe  tar  tha  protaotlon  of  oc 
glTi  It  np,  ST;  la  tha  meainre  proper,  ■ 
lopoatpone  ItfOrihepreaeDtf  B8;  If  ai 
to  protest  eouBiaroa,  It  mi*t  be  aocb 
wlthlboaeofotharnatloni,(ai  whocK 
merce  and  i  bitj  hiTO  gone  hmd  In  hand  f  B9 ;  thIa 
conntrj  not  eqiial  to  nipparliBiT]',a>;  liowouaach 
a  niT7,be  mannedTBB;  onr  pecollir  dtnatlon  iffarda 
meana  of  proteetloB,  B9;  onr  ohlr  mode  of  warBuv 
agalnat  Europe  I*  bj  pnttlng  onr  laimaB  on  boaid  of 
prlTiteeri,  B0 ;  fuCa,  00; 

BiatB  ffalMA  iravy  DeparimMt  eBBMKni,va; 
imBenEnary,  M8 ;  one  departoent  m&dent  for  armj- 
iBd  UTT,  MS ;  obJaeUoa*  hire  boen  to  Inereaaa  lb* 
naT7  beoinie  of  eoormou*  expenia  irldng  fl-om  wint  cf 
knowledge— thli  dep*rtmentwlIlebTlitathls,Hg;  ne- 
Madtflbrthl*  Mt«blltbiaeut,MB;  ootwlthataadlng  all 
H  the  eatabUahmant  ctf  a  natal  force  must  aoon 

jHwledge  of  niTd 

lAIn  tn  the  Wir  Depirtment  la  th 

trtO-thli  oan be  obrlited,  MB;  aeonomr  raqnlret  the 
ita  bill  ii  ftmnded  on  tha  Idea  of  ••■ 
navd  power,  SflO;  ecooomr  forthar 
It  for  the  Istontt  of  tbi  oonatqr  to 


db,Google 


>  unl  pcniar,  Kl ;  luft  dtbt*  ulat  wllh 

>  bti  effect,  JSl;  ftuttwr  dabsta^ »1 ;  bill 

MU  Jlir  aagtruntaUon  of  tin  JTavy  coiuldend,  S49  j 
qnettloa  of  tbe  prsprttlf  of  building  ihlpi  of  tba  line, 
H8;  nuau  tot  bDJldlng  untllar  >Mpg  i^  tbe  Une, 
Blgj  It  It  pnper  at  tblt  Hme  to  laj  Iha  fDsiiditlon  of  ■ 
Bity  tlitt  mlgtat  be  »ble  to  glTetuvel^twlthEDropet 
848;  OTpeua  of  propoaed  navj,  84a;  ruaniit  m^ed 
■■■liut  a  large  111T7,  MB ;  the  aitut  ud  adTantagea  at 
oni  HnuBerc*  entitle  It  to  oomptUnt  pntectJou,  KO; 
British  I11T7  eoDtnatad  with  oon,  8BD;  aipanea  oT  a 
UT7,  3M ;  JaOknoD'a  Tiawi,  801 ;  maaiu  bf  wUfb  to 
ralaa  tba  ZDon^j  naadad,  SAl ;  naetblDeaa  of  a  naral  aa- 
tabUebmeot  eoneldered.  891 ;  niTT  of  Hollaod,  S9S;  In- 
■tnttlan  to  be  dnmi  from  tbla  eiainplB,  SM;  pToprielr 
ofanaTallbToeforwaiTliigwlChKiirDpa,SO0;  aT^punatita 
on.  eiHBliied,  SKI ;  00  good  reaaou  tat  Ita  eatabllabmant 
BiliEa,SM;  motJouto  atrike  out  aUiw of  tbe  llaelogt, 
8H;iK>«.85«. 

SUi  jbf  JUelnti  pay  tf  Captain*  of  ahlpa,  Aa„  8fM; 
dstalls,  8(17.    SnJpprcprtaUtmt,tjiifitdta\nl.l. 

Aval  Peaet  EtUMMment,  bill  lor,  paued  Honse,  CST. 

iTocy,  AdnUraU  In,  aea  ^dnUroIa  Ai  titt  Navi). 

Storett,  tctdKippOtg  ^  report  on  nwrnarlal  of  Stale  of 
DeUvin  raUtlTe  to  UdaatiplBg  negraoa  and  mnlat- 
tocfl  conaldered,  4S;  thla  praotdoa  dona  bjr  nuaCvfi  of 
TasBSla,  4B ;  plan  »■>  to  pHa  an  act  requiring  maataia  of 
veawla  to  have  a  oartlfleate  of  tbe  noatber  and  illnatlon 
ofanjon  board,  4B;  lawi  In  the  aaiaral  Stataa  Italic  ada- 
futc,  48;  State  law*  being  local  do  not  reach  the  eaaa, 
W;  didgn  la  to  prevent  eeUlDg  free  negroeaaa  olarea 
and  taking  alaraa  to  make  tham  free,  48 ;  toaur  oerloiu 
iioectlou  Inmlred,  48;  coniinltteg  better  rtaa  aa  the 
meuiire  l>  Improper,  W ;  Bunf  lottanm  of  tUa  pneCIea 
had  oMDmd,  W ;  tt  la  that  kind  cf  bnalneie  vbich,  by 
the  eonatltDtlon.  waa  to  be  left  to  the  dlfirent  Btat«a, 
4T;  the  Rooee  eboold  not  Intaiftre  with  tbe  Btati^  41 ; 
DMtJon  Ibr  tho  eDmiiiltlae  to  itaa  ourled,  4T ;  motloii  to 
dliobai^  eomralltee  carried,  4T;  motion  to  rMfflnmlt 
to  report  b;  bill  or  otharwlea,  4T ;  proprietj-  of  arndlng 
Be  donbtlU,  4T ;  poatponamaut  Airlad,  4& 
■  DB.eIalmofwldawoi;R>;  partteolan  0^  to. 

JITIW,  Ahthoitt,  BapraaentatlTe  from  Virginia.  14,  IBD,  IT>, 
SM,4»;4>T,M>,  8>8i  odTOolet  waeklr  Uoante  to  dla- 
tlllen,l»l    5M  A<f*E,  voL  1. 

Ah  irnnipaitlra,  Tcta  An  PrealdoDt^  8^  4BT. 

Smi  Jenty.  Tote  fbr  Preddent,  SB,  48T. 

Muipaf)an,raao]BtloDof  HaDMrdatlT*to,4SDi  naidilllon 
ofBeiiataftir,40a. 

HnrtOR,  Tboku,  J  r,  BaproaantaUTa  from  TIrslnUi,  58tl  tW. 

r«e  Tort,  Tota  fbr  Preddent,  81,  4BT. 

HicnaLai.  Jona,  Bepneontotlr*  Ihnn  TItflnIa,  UO,  180, 
4M.4DT;  on  the  addraaalo  tho  Preddent,  1^  n ;  on  a 
Kational  UnlvenLt^,  B0,B8;  on  kldnifiplng  nagroei,  4T ; 
on  UabUllj  of  United  Btatea  to  a  Btata  An  *ir  eipanoca, 
Dl;  oaa  direst  tax  on  land  and  alaTea,Gt,MtU;  on  the 
pnrebiaa  of  a  alta  Ibr  g  naty  jatd,  W ;  on  Inereaae  ef  da- 
tiaaonn^.n,TS;  on  Ineraaiaar  dntiei  onMll,T4; 
OB  nanl  H>proprlatlon,  T«,  TT ;  m  naUUtj-<rf  th*  Btetw, 
88;  on  tbe  aeeonnaodatlon  of  the  Piaaldan^S8,«l;  on 
the  mlUIary  eatabllabmant,  (8, 88;  on  BaTal  qipMprlo- 
tlono,  88,  180,  188 ;  on  mllltarj  and  na^  ^iproprla- 
tlona,l(M;  on  liberation  of  ta  TBTatt^  108 ;  onannrar 
itHoaaeto  preaUant  Adama' tint  maMOge,  ISB;  oire- 
■ololjona  ralatlTa  to  deSuulTe  maanrea,  14B;  on  a  na- 
nl  ■nnament.US,  IM;  on  tax  on  lavTOia,  188^  IM; 
on  euinptlig  baak  note*  ttom  tfamp  dn^,  Wli  on 
aanimltion  with  bankn  In  lies  of  a  tax,  181;  on  addi- 
tional dDtf  on  aal^  184;   en  th*  QuA*!*'  mtOMiUl, 


I,  184;   (■ 

naval  aipendltnro,  18T ;  oa  fbrelfn  InteieoDna,  188,  808 ; 
on  report  rahitlTe  to  Matthew  Lfon,  Ml,  MS;  on  Ibt 
cose  of  OtfawoldoBl  Ljan,  WiO,  HI;  en  dlploeMlle 
Intsroonraa,  118;  on  tballndta  of  Ocoigia,  lit,  138; 
on  relatlona  with  Fium,  ttT;  on  the  bill  to  nite 
a  proTUaaal  anor.  848;  on  th*  Mdllbm  Mil,  MR, 
tl«;  on  Inursouia  with  Franee  and  BL  Docnlnfov  n^ 
888,840;  onlnereHO  tf  tbe  naitr,  8M;  on  tbe  captm* 
of  Prenoli  veetelt,  MB;  on  the  oipnlilDB  0/  KotOa* 
Lron,MS;  on  repeal -'aadlUon  hiw,8T8;  oabreadiof 
prlTllege,  418;  OB  the  !,«*•  of  JoaMhu  SobUaa,  491. 
4fi8,4fiT;  on  the.n*daltoCaptdaTnitoii,4Tl;  oalte 
bill  to  prohibit  cBTTliv  on  Oa  daTa  tnd*.4n;  « 
reporting  the  debates,  Wt;  OB  manaolenm  to  Waehl^- 
ton.  MS;  on  reportlDgtbe  debaba,  M^Slo;  o*  )ul»- 
dietleiiOTerth*DKtrl*Ce(C(4aBMa,E18,U0;  on  the 
right  of  the  United  Statae  to  the  free  nurtgalloB  tf  the 
lUadatlppt,  886.  Am /Hte^  tdL  1. 
HKnroi-u,  Viuov  Oun,  Senator  tma  Tlislnla,  410^  481, 


Bartwy  powen,  t/tl ;  os  pabbe  pttDllB^  018 ;  on  the 

U*ditwraBMntnda,l»4)  eiilliiiiliii  piiiiilnaa  ef 

naT7  jaid^  OBT ;  OB  amendmeBt  to  the  bankrupt  act,  TH 

NKnauoR,  Jtmnn,  •  manunltted  elan,  pMWoa  a^  ST. 

Serltt  OareUan,  Tota  Ibc  Pwtdent,  tt,  48T. 

KoTT,  *»»»w»»|  SopreaeatatlTe  from  Booth  Caidlik,  WB, 


801; 


<MU-B-  I»dt»,  *oL  1. 

(Mbd,  Aoscor,  BoDStor  bim  Haw  Jmmt.  888,  HI,  M. 
OUo  AAmI  Fmitdt  resolBtloH  relxtlTB  ts,  TO. 
Okie  8tat»  Oowmawi— Report  of  Bdect  '^— — ■"-■  ei 
■weatara  Tmttotr  ••  *  I 


ftirtherdebat*  th*raaB,M;  rapoit  a^Hd  to  and  UD 
ordond,  WO;  da  befWa  the  Bean,  IH;  aawteaat 
moTod  to  embxo*  Btara  <!»««■>,  »1;  il^totf  all 
Ih*  iBhaMtantaaqnol— If  o»apM8fcr»iil«f  aunt 
atmfidt,mii  m 


i«l,]T8,IK<».«N;oa*i 
Adami' lint  BOMBfa,  U4, 141 ;  an  ai 


the  proteetlon  of 
Pi«M*,18B;  OB  al 
on  th*  aadl  Hon  bO,  SOI,  818 1 
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•DdBt-Domls^KU;  on  Ihiljiw  ofntallitloii,8ST;  on 
tlM  OM  or  JoBUhim  Babbtiu,«M;  on  jwUaDIi  of  ftdti 
bluts,Ur:  OD  reporting  the  tabiiat,  ItS;  osDliua- 
lanni  to  VuUDgtoD.MS;  on  reporting  Um  dcbitOiCVT, 
anJoiMloUaii  onr  tb*  n    -        - 


Ftan,  Joan,  'BmpmtotMUn  from  Thglnli,  IT;  ca  teUaf  to 

(Dffitnn  bj  lira  M  Bannnili,  Mj  on  ■  dlnst  tu  on 

■liTH.  an.    84*  Atdio,  ToL  I. 
FAaa,  BOBm,  BaprHanUUTe  tram  TlivlnU,  U1,  ttT. 
Piun,  EluiH,  SeBitor  fMm  TtnaoDt,  S,  Its,  tg^  m,  101. 

4W;onbreuhotprlTl]etn,41T.    Set  Indta, -rol.l. 
PAun.  IJAAO,  SapnHDtttln  fMm  HuMchinetk,  111, 

S«;  •■■IlM<toaen'iD*morU,lS& 
pAun.  JoiiAH,  BepmentatiTS  ftom  TlqriBlB.  IT,  IW,  130, 

m.«l,«8;o>Uwidilmlatha  Pi^d*nt,lB,W;  on 


MtU^  U>  TIo*  Pnddnt  of  bte  (lestlDD, 
'  Pnddsnt  and  «UHr  oOan,  (8 ; 

leftulTe] 

Qnalen*  munorffd,  ISA ;  ToUttTfi  ta  Guiirv]  KoAclDako, 
111;  idTaiBtel  imklr  itcmwa  lo  dUtlll(in,lH;  ontbs 
oiH  of  Oifiwold  and  Ljon,  filO;  on  third  ramllEif  of  the 
bUlrelinTetopnt«l]anofeammeree,m;  oaamivlDe 
•npe,M9;  on  iBnaut  of  the  UTr,  SM;  on  the  eaplnre 
of  FninehTe«Hl>,Mn;  repartiablUinthorlilnglDereue 
of  nwlna  oorpo,  ffJA ;  on  eondoot  of  oAleen  mnd  of*w  of 
frigate  CanatellatleB,  «T0;  on  the  madal  li>  Captain 
Tnixl«i,«Tli  onadmlialaliithaUTT'.tTa.    Sfliuitt^ 


PlVloii,  Jon,  Bepm 


la,  4aa  Ikdiei,  toL  t 
AHHtftoante,  tcU  Ibr  Pnaldun,  n,  dST. 


AMN«M  Ibr  npaal  or  aUati  and  aadlUon  Inr,  sra. 

ANMwM,  noa^toa  ^-Petition  oTftmr  oagnM*,  mainmltted 
hj  thalT  maater,  and  aftarwu^  aold  Ibto  alaTorr  oudar 
tha  lawi  of  North  CareUna,  and  anbaaqnaiitl;  oanplBg 
aad  being  amatad  nndtt  tha  ttigltlTa  act  tn  Philadel- 
phia, louldered.  BT;  IheTpraTllieHonMtBmDdliy'the 
ftagltlTe  aet  M  ■•  not  ta  alhot  p«mdb  at  their  daacrlp- 
UoB,  M ;  Tery  proper  to  raftr  petition  to  a  ownmlltae, 
SS;  paiaou  aggdantd  haia  a  aaandrlgbtto  petition, 
K;  la«ra  of  Korth  Carolina  forbid  amandpatloii,  U; 
man  sot  fVae.SS;  rnlted  fitatn  Dothli^lo  dovKhlt, 
W;  irrkw  brthaUwaoT  trorthCar<dliu,therBhanld 
af^T  to  thaaa  lam  to  aetabUah  tliair  fraadom-irtlaTea, 
tha  CDnatltDtloli  gim  th«n  no  hope  of  bebig  heard 
bare,  K;  aeommlttaa  eoold  Inqnlra  Into  tba  ftieli,  US; 
tnTY  due  raapact  ahonU  be  paid  to  t^  petition.  W; 
Rmnet  pnetle*  ma  to  aandtha  petition  haal^  N ;  Iher 
.  ara  alaraa— a  kind  of  propertf  on  whloh  tha  Hoqm  haa 
no  power  to  leglalate,  W;  oalUHt  the  Honaa  raMlta  a 
patmonvithaatertdaneaOatlt  litmmalrvenanlUi 
nnjnat  todapilTelhemoftheriglitafpatltlonl^M;  It 
la  a  Jndldal  qocotlan,  H;  by  vpUantlnii  to  North  Caro- 
lina Jnatleaininld  ha  dona  tham,  <0;  they  have  raeelTed 
Iqfory  nndar  *  law  of  tha  Dalted  BUtea,  and  haTO,  there- 
in*, a  right  to  the  attention  of  tha  Ooyamnlnl,  OB;  r»- 
calTlng  the  pelttlDn  negatlTed,  «& 

Qiiat»ri,  tntaoriat  of;  IK ;  motlan  to  read  BMond 
tina,  IBR;  erery  L^lilatnre  ahoold  aet  thalr ftaa  agalnat 
ramoHtiUMa  nmplalDtag  of  what  It  la  Impoaalbla  to 
allet,18S;  to  read  and  eommll  la  aofagnlarwayofget- 
Bngrldot  tba  dlScalty,  ISO;  


wrauonvhyUie  pcUllon  dionldnotha  dealt  with  In 
the  ordinary  way,  188 ;  the  pnotloa  of  tha  Home— what 
ohjeeUontollnowIlM;  t»((^  IMj  uture  of  the  petl- 
tli»,lSt;  so  aBtborltyoTtithaBab]«!t,lS4:  Qnakait 
warmaken,lH;  ■^a.lU;  UDIIoaBlllqtJoDa]  toalk  the 
.  Boaae  to  do  what  they  had  no  power  to  do.  189 ;  only 
objeet  of  petition  toaawdla»nMan,lAO;  nothing  prayed 
S>r,ira;  DBneemaryto  reftr  enoh  apelltlon,  IW;  no 
objection  In  general  prindplea  to  a  rafbrenca  of  tha  petl- 
tlan,lS6;  ooDleBCiof  UiepetltloD.18S;  prerloai  treat- 
ment of  aboHticin  patltloiia,  ISS ;  to  appear  to  be  afraM 
of  Inquiring,  will  do  mom  hami  to  alaTS  property  than  a 
lUr  InTfotlgallon,  IM;  rei»n>  nrged  fbr  tba  Mttmd 
nading,  IM;  the  doora  thonld  be  ehnt  agdnat  any  thing 
tending  to  prodnoe  aiuQi  ooafDalon  ae  eileti  in  Weat 
India  ltlaDda,lSr;  no  gronnd  of  Irritation  In  the  qaaa- 
tiatklBT;  nothing  oBeotiatltntlonal  be  done,  ISt;  the 
Ihot  called  fbr  examination,  1ST ;  IT  petlllon  la  rooalted 
and  eaiiy  reported  on,  It  would  atop  tha  month  of  theae 
proplB,  187;  Rirthar  dshata,  ISI,  isa;  aecond  reading 
earrled,  186 ;  laArred  to  a  ioleot  eommlttae,  183  j  report 
of  eommlttea  on  Qoalian'  moaorlal,  WO ;  remarlu 
th««OB,fOO;  mnnorlidlatahaTalunlB  wlthdrav,SOO. 

PtUitu  effrtt  Itaeka  of  the  City  and  Conntyirf  PhUadel- 
phla,eonildend,4M:  pntUneof  tbepelltlOD,4ST;  i«fk- 
renoe  mored.  4ST ;  aay  TOfcrcnea  Irapnpar,  4gT ;  only 
two  grlaraneea  notlaad  In  the  p«tlUo»-(igltlTa  aet  and 
alare  trade.  IBT ;  a  dnty  to  grant  relief  ao  (D  aa  the 
HoBta  haa  power,  4ST;BlgiHiiBlnapabla  of  wilting  their 
nainea  or  reading  the  patjtlon.  4ST ;  thoeawho  do  not 
pnaaeaa  (hli  property  ballar  Iiara  ita  regnlatlOB  to  thoM 
who  do,  487;  ao  Improper  la  It  to  consider  this  aabjeot 
that  aoroeBtatat  wonld  not  bare  adopted  the  fedenil  fem 
of  goYamment  If  It  hadnot  been  aoenred  that  Congn^» 
would  norerlegMate  onl^-4S«;  noaatOectao  likely  to 
(9KiMadlTl3loQBBtblB,48S;  If  an  erll  ailata  under  any 
law,  a  eommltlM  ahenid  be  appobited  (s  eiamloe  It.  4SS ; 
oonitltntlon  pnt  It  ont  of  the^ower  of  the  HDiiBe,«8e; 
peUtJon  only  aska  amelioration  of  BeTer!tlea.48R:  petl- 
tlon  eiunlntd,  4S>;  flirther  debat«,  MO,  Itt ;  (brmer 
treatment  of  peUtlons,  142 ;  wonld  gentleman  feci  caJm 
If  meaenrea  were  taken  to  deatroy  moat  of  their  prop- 
art)',  Ittl  M  danger  fimn  ootomtttlng  the  petition,  118 ; 
fDrther  debate  441;  reaolntlon  mlatire  to  petition 
adopted,  IH.  Ae  Iitdim,  toL  1.  jlonry  ofxl  Aim 
ThKla. 

itAnteftiMai  Bnt  eeialaii,  Bth  Oongraai,  oonuaenoed  at, 
IIB. 

PioviBtin),  JOEH,  tmpeaehed  bafbre  the  Senate  by  the 
Honaa,  an. 

PicxiBiHa,  Tmonrr,  report  of,  a>  Secretary  of  Stata,  80; 
latter  witb  papeii  In  Jonathan  Sa^blna'  oee,  (M. 

PrxBon.  JoacTH,  Bepraaentallre  from  New  Hampahlre,  BTO. 

FUmtU,  Trtuly  at,  a  forgery,  S8>. 

PiKOKraT,  CaiaLM,  Senator  from  Bonth  Camllaa,8Sl,100; 
Tatefor,aa  Prealdant  in  im,  et:  on  dlipnted  Freal- 
dentlal  eleetlona,  406;  on  br«(di  of  piliH^a,  m ;  on  bin 
to  amend  ast  aalabllalilng  JndldaiT  oonrta,  41S ;  Tota 
tm,  aa  PrMldent,  4ST. 

PtyemniT,  Tnoau,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Booth  Carolina, 
180,800:  TOt*fl>r,aaPre>ldentlnlT»ll,«;  onuuwerto 
Prealdenf  I  meaaage,  181 ;  relaUro  to  Oen.  Xoadniko, 
199;   on  tbrelgn  Intemonraa,  SOS;   on  relitlona  wItb 


pLATca,  Tseau,  BapreaentatlTe  from  ICaryland,  HO,  M. 
Pb*TT  Joitjia,  KepraaentatlTa  from  New  York,  130, 1>7 ;  on 
pMtHon  (ffrea  Uaefc^  4a 
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PoLioci.  Oli»«»,  bill  npoTtod  for  relief  of,  »I. 
Fat  Qfiee,  /rantinff  pWrUv*— Hotton   to  jaj  UMD 
on  litum  to  iDd  (Votn  cerUln  oIBe«n  of  th«  timf,  IS9 ; 

iipeHH,  Its  1  all  fmnklsg  wrasg,  TM ;  cMBddBtaUoiu  In 
DtTorthsrMtni 

iWmia«  Onuj;  dum  In,  glTon  to  Ih*  PrMdent,  ST ;  aot*, 

«t. 

Poim,  £u>BA  B.,  SepmenlitiT*  from  Bfaoda  Iilud,  U, 
130j  OB  ft  dJnot  tu  on  paftonil  property,  M;  on  ex- 
empting bmk  DoUe  from  Munp  dntx,  Utt. 

Powiix,  LiTXK,  BapmenUtlT*  from  Tlrglnl^  4M,  4>T. 

iVMMd  fa)  JHsWer«— Letter  of  Mr.  Pbukner  reliUn  to 


reftned  to  ■  Hl«et  sammltts^  SW; 
reaolntlou  IWim  tbe  Bemta  gnmtlnc  iMn  to  111. 
Plnsknej  to  aoaept  oertiln  prMsntt,  Ml ;  moTed  to  oon- 
eor,  mtl;  ITwatUow  preHota  to  be  lecdrad,  we  ranit 
prepue  to  give  them.  Ml ;  If  It  aboold  ever  be  illovBd 
In  oonslilenUon  of  public  ierrloe,  there  never  «oiild  ba 
■  bettor  oooulon,  »1 ;  object  ot  the  eonetitntlon  li  to 
oblige  mlnlitiin  to  make  known  to  Ibe  world  the  pro- 
eente  thej  reeelve,  941 ;  ttale  p*rtlen]ir  caee  ooDeidend, 
Ml :  poUej'  dlotatu  the  proprletr  of  njentliifi  the  lewt- 
Intlon.  Ml ;  ol^ect  rf  the  corutllntliin  to  loch  np  ever? 
door  to  fbnlgn  inflnenoe,  Ml ;  If  tHve  (ruitod,  ■  pre- 
oodent  eKsblldied  end  «  till*  will  be  tendered  here- 
after, Ml;  thit  wlU  be  the  iHt  qipllstlon,  It  iMolatJon 
Kjeeled,  Mi ;  no  gronndl  tor  epprebenilon.  Ml ;  preo- 
tlee  DUder  the  omfedaimtloa,  Ml;  estlon  In  thU  oih 
wlU  Hi  futan  nmge,  MS ;  not  nsoeeauy  to  ueept  them 
am  e  point  of  etlqoetto,  Ml ;  e  dugeroofl  principle  u  It 
opeu  u  ■Tonne  to  Ibrelgn  InlloeaM,  HH;  >  iti^ihonld 
bepnttotUsbuliiea(,HR;  farther  debete— Heme  re- 
flued  to  eoaonr,  IH;  eipluullon  ud  rlewi  of  Hi. 
Pinokner,Mt;  reeuD  of  the  Hdkh  for  refnul,  1T& 

Prttni*  lo  a  JVEhMm-'i  w</ti.~.I.ett«r  tlwa  CoL  Hoinphrej, 
T81 ;  reftrrod  to  e  lelect  eommitteei  T81. 

PnHdmor,  noMaoj  tn,  •*«  Indai,  toL  1. 

Pntld4itft  tttBtioK  di^uUi  tn  Ot  ftonole.— BiiDlntlOD 
fbr  the  appirfntment  of  n  oommllto*  to  Intnlre  whit 
proTUoni  •hoDJd  be  n*d*  bjr  liw  to  deeld*  Ae.,  c( 
ridered,  MB;  If  u?  thing  la  done  It  nmit  be  bj 
tmcndment  to  the  ooDitltatlDn,  Ut ;  dugnrona  pruUoe 
lo  endeavor  to  uDUid  the  oonatHntdon  b/  making  lavi 
fbr  It,  W6 ;  LaglalatDre  hu  a  right  to  nutk*  niiih  pro- 
vltf  on  aa  maj  be  neoeeauT,  i/K ;  goeatiaBa  to  b« 
BldBTedwltlir(«udtaa[«Ian.*M;  do.40T;eomii 
■ppelnted,  «]T;  bill  reported,  UI ;  pct^oDod,  408. 

In  Ote  BinM,  bill  oonaldared,  «IB:  motton  debated, 
ITS;  poB^oned,  4IS ;  mMBage  from  Senate  dlHgreeli 
loiraendmentB,4IS;  Hooae  MUur«,«n;  blllla*^«n; 

PuTdSTT,  Tnonaa,  *  roainunUt»d  ilave.  petition  ot  BT. 


Fisnoh  Bepabllc,  tfS. 
PreteaUim  of  Timds,  im  ApprvprlaUMU,  navaL 
P%bUc  Landt.—att  Adeo,  voL  1. 
PuiUe  Pr1iMnt.—'B»toA  In  flivor  of  appointing  ■  pnbUo 

prtnter  eonddaied,  UTS ;  vailona  oli)eotlana  nrged,  STS : 

lOMoBi  In  bvor  elated,  BIS :  lott,  STL 


C«atef«>  jrMvHdl-iSM  ANMnUL 


Mi,  6H;  w  petition  of  fteebUekk,4n:  omlkoHMef 
Jonathan  BobUna,  41)0 ;  oi  the  medal  to  C^iWb  Ttm- 
toii,«TI;  movea(0m(brfiinittBr*«irPreM*nt,4TS;  OB 
■  tnanaolenm  to  iraahlngton,  HIS,  BIT;  on  JniladlettoB 
Dvir  DIatrlot  of  ColnoiMi,  SM;  an  pihUe  pttnUng,  Oil; 
on  Um  q^MrtloDnif nt  bill,  BTB;  onUbnrr  of  Congraaa, 
DIB;  onredneHoDofthearmr,  BTBi  «o neohiUooe rela- 
tive to  Jodldarf,  C61 ;  In  Iktor  of  repeal  at  JvHtiMrj  Y^ 
tabUthment,  ni ;  ^elnat  rending  the  letter  of  KcHcBrf, 
«T;  oDtnodnilo  eaUbllahtha  »fnt,  (K;  ontke  all 
Ibr  piptn  leliUv*  to  Iho  waaton  of  Loatriana,  MB,  TM^ 
Tl8,TUtTlT:  on  amendniaM  Is  Ike  buknpt  M,  TM, 
TU;  on  petition  of  Vnlted  Btataa  Jnlgea,  IK,  fll; 
agonal  taking  np  reaolnUon  rebtln  to  Fread^ob- 
Hona,  TM;  on  JmlalletlOB  over  tb*  IMMiM  at  Cttam- 
bU,Tt8. 


nnlaaa  araandad  M,800  penoB  In  Delaware  will  have  10 
rapreaantaUTe,  BBO ;  eqnllj  of  the  eaie,  BM ;  ether  rta^ 
•ananrged,Ul;  moOonto  Nnka ost toat, BBI ;  mirrtJ 
to  allow  one  member  fbr  eveij  function  of  1T,00^  BBI ; 
naona  br  the  moUoB,  BBI ;  lott,  BBI  1  bai  paaaad,  DDL 

JiaH«AHiea.~Beeolnllo9i  to  flx  the  mtla  at  MAM, 
STl ;  vaiiooa  unmben  propoaed,  STt ;  aTgiir»nla  In  hn« 
of  a  Rnall  and  of  a  large  ntlc^  DTI  f  reaolntlon  earrled, 
ETS;  move  to  atrlke  ont  KfM  and  l»art  tO^IKW,  KI; 
ot|)eet  lo  leBMH  tba  tfie  of  the  dbtiMa  that  decton 
might  know  the  eleoted,  DT8;  amaDaal  ratio  preftrred  ■ 
a  matter  of  princdpte,  BIS ;  Delaware  u  •ntnoie  mm, 
BT4;Bn>all8tat«a  matcriallr  aBkolad  br  the  raUo  In'tta 
bill,  ET4;  vlawa  of  the  people,  BT4;  espcrtenca  if  the 
Btatea,  BT4;  large  re^eaentatlon  ndlad  on  At  wUttj  —A 
SOOBOmj,  BT4;  fttrthff  debate,  BA;  haietleal  aad  Im- 
proper to  conalder  the  fionaa  aa  the  repreaeataUve  «f 
the  people,  BTB;  Uie  member)  of  the  Henae  are  Ika  »- 
preeantaUvea  of  the  fitatea  In  proportton  to  thcte  mm- 
ben,  BTB;  the  Innrtlanmeut  ia  auaw  the  Btalia.  aat 
among  the  people,  BIS;  ftuthar  debata,  BTB ;  naoMaale 
iMko  ont  el^t  and  Inaot  nine  ae  the  repiiaeiiHtta 
from  Harjbad,  S88;  moUon  Muted,  BOL  B—  la4m, 
TOLL 

KUD,  jAOOa,  Baiator  from  Boath  OroUaa,  S.  IIT.  IM^  >n, 
Sn,4H;  elected  Prealdsnt  pro  iHt.  ot  the  Sanate,  IM, 

Kjud,  JoHit,  BepreaeatatlT*  tma  llaaaaJinaatlii  K  IH 
1T8,8M,4N,4»T;  onlnereaaeofdBlloaaaagai,n;  aa 
bnaoh  of  prlTlIega,  US. 

Kbu,  Natxu,  BapnamtatlTa  from  MaMaahnaitW,  41^ 


rial  of  DoiM  etaliB  Jndgaa,  Ml;  af  ma lllai  <•  laaa 

of  Tn  KoH,  n& 
SmtMtn  HBanamilaMia  to  ]att  meeting  af  two  H^ 
lo  nut  TolM  IM  PiaMaat,  •;  (f  ndlaf  In  laada  la  1^ 
■adiaB  nfngeaa,  44, 4>;  af  Aadnw  JackBOB  aa  paWia 
of  Bogk  L.  WUta,  48;  on  dliaet  taie^  M;  ta  b^ 
Thia  Prartdttt  Jrfteaoa  of  Ua  alaalloa,  «i  idafln  la 
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koda  orilTt-Mk  uid  ltd  UmbR,  W ;  ntetln  te  gnat  itf 

luditD  Ji>hnaeTinaKii,IO;  nliUT*  toiubUitr  dTIIi* 
Statu,  88;  nliUn  la  rtatwiwDtsfroiD  Wu  Dsputiiiaot, 
IK;  nUtlTa  to  Qm.  U^tOt,  HWj  nlaUT*  to  iWHi- 
ilTa  mtwatw,  IM ;  nlatlTe  to  prlntliic  tlia  lawa  In  the 
Samian  Uncaaga,  IKj  onlsiliig  oewipapcn  Kv  8«sa- 
ton,  IH I  aatborlilii  Ulniatai  to  Spain  to  neetra  pm- 
asb,  ITS;  nUtlTo  to  flan. Eaadmko,  ISI;  ralatlra  to 
BttHik  of  tUWHW  Ljm  on  Bofar  Orlnrold.  Uti  on 
Qnaken'  mamorlal,  sm ;  nlMlre  to  dlaordarl;  bebaTlDr 
arSoc«raifivolduidUaiefa«Hl,7ou,>ia:  ofOtl>,Tala- 
ttTatocawafaTlgiroldaDdLron,nS;  nlatlTa  (o  eUlm 
of  Amr  Dudln,  SIS;  on  iJlatlDna  with  Fianea,  nS; 
that  no  allan  ihall  btbt  b«  a  cltUan,  m;  ralaHra  to  dl- 
raat  taiaa,  MS;  nlaUro  Is  natualliatlon,  in ;  nlattn 
to  pnaenta  to  mlnlatara  hj  fbral^  ooDita,  Vlt;  rala- 
tira  to  raUtlona  irith  TraBse,  SM;  gMag  bonatj 
an  e^toie  (/  ITnach  uinad  Taaaala,  tto ;  lalitlTe  la 
ramonitiwes  of  Oeortia,  Ma  ;  fcr  tha  axpnlalta  of 
llatthsw  LfomSM;  ralaUra  to  pifnll  of  John  TnuB' 
Ml,  4a>:'  ol  Banata  nlatlTa  to  daath  of  VtablBglon, 
««;  of  Honaamtto  Benata  on  daath  if  WwUngtoii, 
AM;  of  Hoiiaa  nlatlTa  to  eoaunaiAOTMloa  of  daath  of 
Waahlngton,  «C;  In  Saaats  on  dtapntad  Picaldaallal 
•laotlDBa,  4Q(I ;  if  8«iut<  lo  Iwar  anlocliiin  on  WaiUng- 
ton,4IM;  of  Baaata  nlatlTa  la  bnaoh  of  piiTUige,  «D8 i 
nlatlTa  to  proaacotlon  of  WllUamDnana,41I;  nlatlTa 
to^rlntaorJahnTnimbDll,4gl;  to  (lant  V.  H.  Hanl- 
aon  franUDg  ptiTlUgs,  «S8 ;  In  Honaa  nUtlT*  to  doilli 
of  WuUngton,  IM;  of  napaatto  mamoi?  (^  Waihlng- 


Hof  Jooalhi 


a  Bahblna,  MI-<U;  nlallTa  to  wait- 

at&l^laCanitaUiUDD,4T0;  Ibranadal  loO^LTnu- 
tDB,  4W-iIl ;  on  Laka  Bapulor  landi,  4SI-at;  »latlTa 
to  land*  glTanlD  utlafMttan  of  lodgmaati,  ITS;  onap- 
proprlitlOB  fin  holding  Indian  tnattu,  tTl ;  nlatlTa  to 
additional  taTapne,  in ;  MlaUia  to  an  additional  arm;. 
tTI;  nlatlTa  to  tha  memory  of  WaiUngton,  4T8 ;  nla- 
lliratoMimaii(iotaallcirPnddaDt,tS(;  ottMCoafnaii 
nUtlT*  lo  atalna  to  WublngtOD,!!!;  nlaUTa  to  «l*o- 
tloa  of  Pnddant,  U^  Btt;  nlatlTa  to  tha  Jodldai7,e81 ; 
ralallTa  to  UanL  Btomt,  offiuia,  and  oiw,  NS;  nla- 
tlTa to  laipiiaomnent  for  dabt,  Wt ;  on  dacaaa  of  Nan- 
varthr  Hontar,  UO )  ralatlTa  ta  fnnoli  apollatlona,  SU ; 
imt«n,M8intatlTBto 


NtattTatoTaiaoTalofdapoaltatNawOtlaan^tMi  nli- 
tlTalaJ.  P.  TaaH«M,«M;  BalUag  Ihrlnflinnatloa  nla- 
tlTa to  tha  oavlan  of  I«olalana,  WT;  nlatlTa  to  etadoa 
QfLoaklma,  KH  ;  ralatlTa  to  tha  naTfgtHoii  of  tha  Mla- 
riMlppl,  TIO;  do.  eouldarad  In  aeont  aaaalon,  TIO;  tor 
monnmenta  to  Tailou  olBeen  and  otban,  Til;  Air  a 
moounant  to  6«1L  fiatea,  TU;  nlatlTa  laparoTlalaU. 
&  AdgiaiTai;  nlatlTataVraictaiptilatlona,t8i;  onn- 
sadlBg  to  llw  ii^MtlTa  Btatei  JniiadlaUni  oTar  tha  IMi- 
tiMgfOolainU>,1M!  TAtlTataOhlo3«hoolFiind,»l. 


tor  InflRmatlon  nlat[T« 


I  taiia,l»S;  the 
MOOitmsnthanthaaolIaolton  of  othar 
tUM-dkerimlwIkim  nqnmd,  S88 ;  atatanwota  of  tha 
npotlrttliaBaarataiyortlMTnaaujiSSS;  ftntherde- 
bata,  tWi  tha  Intantlon  aaama  to  b*  lo  npaal  thalnlei- 


MmT*  JW«ad.-VBt«  to  PtMUant,  H,  «T. 


EX. 765 

BiOHAuia,  Jdbii,  BaprcaaDtatlTa  ftotD  FennajlTanla,  11. 

Baanm,JoaATuir,eaMd;Ml;  pq>antn,4M:  naolnUon 
of  Ifr.  Ba7atd,4U-,  do,  of  Hi.  llTln«iton,  MT ;  naola- 
UanaDfXi.IiTlD^tan  taken  np,4U;  iu«i,4iS;  itata- 
ment  of  &«ta,  Ufi;  ncord  of  tha  oDort  ihoold  ba  al>- 
t«lBOd,MB;  klodof  ■TldsDoatabaaddaeod.MR;  pcdnt 
(o  ba  faload,  Mt ;  motion  to  dlaihai^  Mrnmlttaa,  not 
anDolflnt  (Tldenoa  befton  Umdi,  4110 ;  If  Inleifennee  of 
£uoDtlTa  Impnper,  It  did  sot  pnMoed  fr«n  Impropar 
mollTMi  lEO ;  claim  of  (Itlianahlp  and  pntactlon  bj 
BobUna,  tSO;  tutbti  dtbata  ralatlTa  to  Tiling  of  Ilia 
oommlttee, 4fia,  tfl,  Ua;  moUon  nagatlTed,  «U;  reio- 
lotiiju  oalUng  on  Fraildent  tat  oopj  of  tht  pnoeodlugi 
of  tha  aooit  oouldarad,  4GS ;  It  than  ao^  mah  aTldeoaa 
aa  win  throw  U«ht  on  tha  sMa?  dCS;  all  tha  aildgnoa 
naatwaij  ihonld  ba  obtained,  4St ;  aitiuidlnHjr  naula- 
HoD— waa  the  Pnalduit  dark  of  theoonrtl  US;  tha 
rcaolntlon  mnit  ba  nasaUTSd,  and  the  datiata  oa  the 
maillB  go  forward.  If  tha  and  la  to  ba  reaBhad  thla 
:  aaaaloD,  4tt ;  uollan  will  opanta  aa  a  dlaohaiga  of  tha 
oonunlttae,«M;  fDrthar  dabate,  4U;  inbttltDU  moTad 
reqtilrinc  Bpmker  of  the  Houaa  to  obtain  the  procaad- 
lagi  of  tha  Court,  Ut;  pBatpouamaiil  mOTed,  IM;  ob- 
Jeot  of  the  naolQtion,  a  eharge  upon  tha  PrealdaDl  and 
iq»B  the  IHitriiit  Judge,  4M;  eondael  otboth  Balledlnto 
Tlew,  and  the  leprehenalbleBeaa  de&ndad  on  tha  taaU- 
raonyb«fi>n  thaHoiua,  ttC;  what  da  the  neolutiooa 
anunnt  to,  4&!>;  qneadoo  if  great  Importanca  to  tha 
Amarloan  people  and  to  tlH  npotation  of  the  Honaa, 
US ;  doubtful  If  the  Prudent  haa  aolad  with  pnpitatr 
oTDotiUe;  p«tleiil>nofth>caaa,4AB;  foithei  debate, 
4M;  motion  to  p<iitponanagaUTed,4U)  adc^UanDt  tha 
rtaolnUon  n«atlTed,4M;  Ur.  LlTlnplon'i  neolutlona 
couidtnd,  4fiT ;  raaord  of  Cirflnit  Court  of  Nuw  Jamaj, 
40T ;  ohanga  of  condnat  In  the  KxeoadTa,  Wl ;  Commit 
tee  dlaagnewllh  Mr.  lirln^tou'l  reaolntloua,  4ST  ;  will 
tha  Honie  oODenr,  eoutldcnd,  UT;  conduct  of  the  Ez- 
ocatlfe  annot  ba  JnaUy  sharged  with  the  airon  im- 
patad  tolt,<E8:  tlia  om  wlt:itin  tha  ITth  article  of  tha 
Traatf  between  U.  B.  and  Sreat  BiltalB.  4B8i  waa  tha 
murder  eommlttad  *ltldn  the  JuilidlcUan  of  Oiaat 
£iltalD,tt8;  eitentgf asatlon'iJurltdletloaenmlBad, 
4iB;  jEitadietion  of  a  nation  at  aaa,  4M;  Uloatratlana, 
«W;  plnoT.  tt«,«<>;ivpU°<>t)oaattheTtMt7,dW;ael 
of  Congrsit  eouldarad.  Ml ;  doeanotoompnhindaaieot 
mnrder  eommlttad  In  a  fbrdgnahip  of  war,  4dl;  gwgii*>i 
oiH*  died,  dtS;  IndlotmenK  foond  at  Tnatou,.  ddl; 
bearing  oi  JioladlctloD,  Ml;  aaeondlr.  Iba  caM  wa>  a 
oaaa  ftor  BiesBllTe  not  Jodlclal  daolilen,  4(3 ;  tUa  point 
eiamlB«d,4fii,««,«M,4«,«M;  tha Preddent, In eier- 
cialng  thia  power  and  In  parfoimlng  the  dnlj  It  eqjolna, 
haa  not  eommlttad  an  unantluirliad  InteifereiMa  with 
Jndldal  dedalons,  4CI ;  thl*  point  axamlnad,  41T,  MS; 
HODW  acna  with  Committee  of  tha  Whole  in  their  dla- 
agteemant  to  the  reaolntlou,  4N ;  omonilUe  dlaehaigoA 
flom  ttirtbai  oonildaratlan,  4N. 

Bow,  Jum,  Banator  ft«m  Pano,  fl,  lU,  IH,  n^  40(^  dSS^ 
«Di  on  Uipntad  praaldaatlil  elaetliaa,  4M;  on  tha 
UlafKlppiqnaatl<m,«8.  Aa  iiMtaai,  toL  1. 

JiWiM  ybr  »«  AMNma  ^  JVMUMt  lapoiWd,  sn. 

tvTMMMroED,  loMM,  SeuloT  fTom  Haw  JmVt  *•  ^'^<  ^^ 


addram  to  the  PieildHit,  SS;  on  nllef  to  nilhnn  bj 
UraatBaTumah,!!;  an  petition  of. Hugh  L.  White,  It; 
on  llablUtr  of  U.  3.  to  a  SUta  for  war  aipeuaeg,  U ;  oD 
the  petition  ofiuaiiBniIttadBlaTea,U;  on  conpanutlaD 
of  Pnaldant  and  athir  offloen,  U;  on  lne»a»  of  duties 
on  iugar,  TS ;  on  Increaaa  of  dutlea  on  aalt,  TB ;  en  the  ao- 
noflhaFreaidaiil,8a,n.    A*  fnifM;  rr^  1. 
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SuTLnwi,  JoBK,  Ji.,  Rapruentattte  Ikiim  Sooth  CuvUiu, 
ISl,  1T»,  8H,  t»,  NO,  BH ;  on  untr  of  Horns  U  Pr»- 
tdoDl  AdiDu'  l>t  menage,  181;  on  eiemptliigtiank  lotM 
from  >tui^  datiM,  IBS ;  onuuvflrtoFrHldeDt'imeiiage, 
ISl ;  OB  the  Qoaken'  meinorlil.  1S8. 1CT ;  on  unl  (ipen- 
dltnre,198;oiiropartaii  Uie  Qiukan' Dimiail*!,  M« ;  on 
tba  Umtta  of  OMi^ln,  m;  on  nlatloni  with  Fnnu,  £98 ; 
OBlhetilllUnlte>iinvl>laDiluiDT,U<.I«S;  on  Ihe 
latonUuaoB  l*w>.  MM ;  on  pnMBU  to  mlBliIen  b; 
ftn[Kn«Hirti,M8;  on  tnlenoacHTlth  Fnoeo,  lUlOB 
the  capture  ot  FmboIi  tmhIi,  MS ;  on  petltloE  of  free 
blMka,UI,488,M0,Ml,Ml;  OB  the  om  or  Joiv.han 
SobUng,  ISl,4M;  od  tin  bUl  igalort  tba  ilaTe-tnde, 
4m  «T<;  on  npoitlngt])*  debates,  GOS;  for  a  naoiolo- 
vm  to  'WuUBglan,  l!14 ;  on  a  bill  nlatlTa  to  IXatflM  at 
OdiimUa,  US ;  on  repeal  of  iDtenial  taiei.  STO ;  on  the 
MrilooUoB  ol  IntcRial  MTaDoe,  BW ;  on  ndiuing  dntlat 
OB  Importa,  C91 ;  on  ImprlMUinoot  fbr  debt,  MS ;  apiait 
npoalotJodielarjEtttbUihiaent,  US;  In IkTor  tf  nitef 
fbr  Fieneh  ipoUatlona,  UK;  en  a  pnbUo  dUenaalon  of 
OMtfOB  of  LmiliUaa,  N8  \  on  taking  np  the  French  qio- 

UMkn  HbfMt,  ra. 


AMowuk,  raU^to.— KMolotlon  to  aff>rd  aoma  TtUaT  to  the 
nflVren  hj  the  lata  Are  at  Barannah,  dabatad,  N;  moit 
ttlaralMdi  erent  of  the  kind  In  Unlled  Btataa  relief 
ma  fFaBtAd  to  nuftren  bj  fire  at  SL  Bomtngo — If  It  vaa 
Joat  Id  OHO  of  direlgsen,  It  waa  eqnallr  »  In  tha'eaaaof 
(ttliciu,  iO;  If  the  nnftiTtaute  have  ur  blalm  on  the 
eoTemment.  Booe  eoold  hare  irraatsr,  40;  tb>  dt^  le  a 
wldewaateorraln.W:  If  relief  li  gianted  In  thla  aua,  tt 
(honld  IM  klM  to  few  YaA  and  Charleeton.  and  other 
plaoea,  40;  no  oecaaloB  fcr  Inanranea  Hunpaniel  If  Qor- 
•nment  makoi  good  theee  loaBaa,40;  the  principle  a 
bad  one,  40;  thi*  la  a  dlitlnet  eBie,40;  thaloM  onu- 
Bmpled~<inlT  a  nntrtbnthin  It  eaked,  40 ;  it  wtlt  not 
•erre  it  i  pnoodeot,  40;  motloD  to  go  into  Oommltlee 
ofthe  Wliolel«t,4a;  motion  to  dlwharge  the  ooamlt 
te*  made,  40 ;  mors  reipeet  doe  to  tlie  I^Ungi  of  thi 
■offeren  than  to  dllposa  of  the  nibjeot  wttlioirt  dlaon* 
atoti,  49 ;  the  Leglilatoif  of  PeBBSTlranla  had  eontrlbn 
tod,  40;  HOMO  vsre  glTsu  to  inlhien  Id  BL  Dwilnga, 
40)  relief  grantod  to  tho  dan^tsn  of  Connt  de  Sraasa, 
41;  too  teiacioB  aboat  approaeUDg the  teeanu7,41; 
dotr  of  Oonnmant  to  reUere  indi  diatran,  41 ;  what 
ironM  tSO.DDO  ha  when  diTlded  aoMBg  aU  the  poople  of 
tt*  Dnirai,  41;  motion  to  fj  Into  Commlttea  of  the 
Whole  tarried,  41 ;  asKhar  the  aot  fgr  rsU 
In  Bt  Domingo,  nor  to  tha  daBghters  of  Got 
lnpolnt,41;  Istgentlemimpntthetrflnioronthatpart 
of  the  Donatltntlon  which  gara  th*  Booae  power  to  grant 
t«Ust41;  If  theUnltsdBlateabeeorasnnds^wf1t•nlbT 
the  whole  Union,  where  llull  the  Une  lie  drawn?  41 

itlondoeaBDt 
dntr  to  glut  relief : 

•  ud  tbs  OuHtttstlOB  of  PeuttrlTanla,  ret  the 
Hanasoflhs  latter  had  Totad  BnanlnwMlnU;  mem- 
hen,  ItflildlTldaala,  ean  anhsolb*,  bnt  It  la  not  eonstttn- 


Ld  Lexington  to  Savan- 


diTldnil  mUbrtu»a,4l;  batthallDaliUatlnetbatwean 
Indlrldoal  and  sMtona),  rad  tUa  b  a  aatlraal  satamllr, 
43;  Bannnih  amd  Laxlngtoo  ahonld  not  bs  BBlt*d,48; 
the  (brniar  Is  aa  InqMetaat  phee,  4> ;  Leilnglan  had  not 
Biked  br  Kllet  4*;  oar  dntfto  par  elalma  of  dlatnaed 
ioUlan  ant,  41;  Ihla  amradBuat  detfgud  to  diAat  a 


UndabU  ot^att,  41;  tUe  caae  a  ihary  eoBUct  be*ve« 

hamanltr  and  tha  eoBitltotloB,  tS;  aneBdmeiit  loil,4l; 
the  greatneii  of  the  ealamltr  la  admitted  and  the  dlipo- 


preasribat  the  maaner  1b  whlnh  nan*r  tlial]  bo  dnwn 
ftvmthg  tnuoi7,  retlttslmpoaaltJe  toobtala  abaelota 
dlrt«tloBala*TarTessa,48;  tha  ot^oetsare  •ped&edli 
the  eighth  leetloB,  jet  manr  ^wa  hat*  paftii  d  not  fk- 


tered  nader  eo  rtgorona  and  buwhanical  a  eoaatrv^oa, 
4»;  Ihe  prlndpU  Is  the  thing ainwd  at  fcr  eelabllshwat. 
.amamtr  ra^ulr^  bnt 
td  dntr  reqalr^  M ;  dteagreed 


ronmiur,  JurM,  1 
190, 3»;  Senator  from  New  Jener,  400,  4B1;  nrigM 
•aat  IB  Benata,  4Sr.  St  Indtm,  toL  1. 
&a4  ^  ffoesnuHilt,  reaolntlon  r^aUn  to  pnptr  maaaarm 
to  ha  adopted  prepanloiy  to  remorel  at,  410;  biU  te 
make  fDrther  profraH  for  remorel  and  aeeoamodalloa 
of  the  GoTorBman  t  ooiHldered,  4n ;  metton  to  fln  tkaki 
fbr  aipenaaa,  4IS.  Bt*  Jkdtm,  TtL  1. 
mawtoE,  TaaoMM^  Benatoi  from  Ma— iiliimiili.  1^  11 
ITl;  ela«t*dPfHldaBtjini(aaLBfeanaC^in;  B«fn- 
inTilliiifiiiinlliiiiiniiiiilli.  imr.  in.  aleotcd Spato; 
4S>;  VMoh,  4a>;  acfeaowladgM  thank*  t€  Hava,  tlM 

«M /wfM,  VOL  1. 

idUloM  imKMMs,  bill  fiir  rartitfDt  o<  SM ;  datofli' ((  da, 

tha  Dnltad  Bt*t«  couUecad,  M»;  tta  omHm^  atB; 

toMlTB  oomblBatloD*  MiM,  SOI ;  frMdoa  of  tU  pi^  Bi 
ezampla,  OOt;  eOHIa  of  awh  UbMtr  tn  Yiaaaa,  «M; 
traa  meaning  of  llbcrtr  of  tha  pnla,aM;  lis  extant  li 
thla  oonntrr,  MT;  It  la  atrlklBa  at  the  roM  of  a  ivpobK- 
oan  gonranumat  to  nttrtot  the  ua  of  speaking  and  wrU' 
lng,X)T;  (Batnraaof  thabill,IOT;  tbahilllB  dlreetoi^ 


sot ;  qtuatloB  on  r^scUoa  «f  the  bill  leat,  no ;  qHMka 
on  Ita  paaaags.  8U ;  aot  within  tha  powers  at  tte  Bobn 
toast  on  thlasalt)w>t<>ll;  oanMar  lla  eOHl^  ■!•;  had 
'  ~  ~  maadhadin 
awar?  811;  Ihte  la  (ha  etv 


of  OOBgreM  OTer  Uia  prsai,  STt;  la  tt  proper  tor  O* 
graai  to  posawa  the  paver  cUlnad  >ir  It,  SSI;  i^*- 
miBtt  In  aappoM  of  It  "—i— ■,  Wl,  n^  m,  SM; 
t«*alatleDoaitad,aM;qnHtl<attetthaUD  teit^ 

nalbmwaepa— d.aW;a»p«rt»OB«o<thalMtfortMt 

rflUfnithiiumtikafin,  miiMiwit  iil^il.  Ml 
SKuU^ltt^  1-  m  T-'ittnirrr'  'rhn  Idmn  ii"-? 
-     ■-     ■  -  -        -  rf  jita 


dbyGoo^Ie 


tf  JtSMonaqnUriiv  from  vis*  Pntlll<ll9,48S;  ipa- 
dil  iMloii  eoDTCiied  Ihnh  4,  1801,  4S>;  Hint  •«- 
rim  to  i-iU^  unnnUon  irlth  FiuKh  Bapoblls,  ttS; 
■4JonRU  lit  HBdas,  Ttb  Congrtw,  IW. 

flnrALLf  Bakuvt^  fiepTOHatttlTA  from  IQjoiehuott*,  IB, 
IW.ISO,  S3«,l»;  oDeip>tfl(ttoD,I49,  lU,in;  on  tu 
OD  liwrsn,  IMj  on  •nmptliig  bank  notw  from  nuip 
duty,  ISlj  on  tti«  ttiukeri'  mamoilal,  1S4;  ngiliut 
w«k]r]l(eiu«tadlatmen,lH;  on  oinl  upcadltan. 
ItT;  on  bnuh  of  prlTiltgc,  SOO,  MS;  on  tbo  oh  oT 
GrliwtJd  iDd  L7011,  tli ;  on  nlctloiu  with  Fiuh,  S88 ; 
on  k  provision^  utn^,  !MS;  on  utkbUablng  tbo  1UT7 
doptrtoHDt,  MS;  on  the  nitnnllulloD  Inwl,  US,  UC, 
SVl  oa  ■  provUoTul  ■rmj,  SIB;  on  tho  penonttobo 
eidaded  from  dUuiuUp,  ITS,  £I«;  on  bill  nUtlTe  to 
tR>tin«ilaIiUenin(mlu,281,SSa,18S;  on ioltnulloDa 
Is  nitntA  iMuli,  SM ;  OD  ■  Eurlne  oorpi,  m ;  en  lu- 
taroonne  with  Fnnoe,  SOS;  on  tha  Bbrogntlon  of  tlio 
t™«ty  with  Fnneo,  SW,  SU 

BHUn,  Jui^  Beulor  from  Heir  HampgUn,  ML. 

inr  AKHt  ^1LLIA>^  BepreHnUtlTB  from  IfBaBchuatt^  ISO^ 
ITS.  aas,  4»,  ttl,  fits,  «M;  on  mlUluy  ippropTlitloIii, 
UK;  on  theblllnlillTeta  the  im>t«tlon  of  isimmero<t 

EInunnin,  Jonn  S.,  BepreacDtitlre  from  Ksw  Hunpihln, 
U;  on  the uddrw  to  the  Preildent,  tO ;  ontbeacoom- 
modsUoDofthe  PrulduLt,ta.    St*  India,  mi  1. 
ennncuoii.  Tbohu,  EepreHDlatlTe  from  New  Jtnej,  IS], 

1T>,«2».    Aw.A>d«,n>l.  1. 
^BtMiE^m,  BAmnL,  BopieiantitlTa  from  Fenairlmili, 
I4,m,ieO;  OB  the  addrcn  to  tb*  PmldgBt,  IT,  H  SI 
on  luid  for  Cuudlnn  refh^eea,  4£;  on  kidnapping  do 
groeB,iT;  on  the  peHHon  of  mannmlttod  iUtm,  fiB;  oi 
the sccomioadaUon of  the  FR*ld*Dt,  S9,  BS, 90 ;  oniu 
Tal  ipproprlitlaDi,  M,  ]IM,  lU;   on  liberation  of  Im- 
ftjette,   let;  on  aniwei  t«  Honae  to  Fnddent  Ada 
flnl  mesHge,  ISi,  IM ;  on  oxpatrittlaii,  IBO,  I6E;  on 
Oh  lBwy«t^  Ifitt;  OD  exemptlDg  back  notea  from  ata 
dDtf,  IfiS,  ItOj  on  (brelgn  iDtorooniH,  SOI;  on  Iho  out 
of  OTbwold  aad  Ltod,  HI,  !1S,  114;  00  relatlona  with 
Fnoo^  tiSl  OB  tba  nalaiaUuUoB  lava,  SM.  iX,  tW; 
00  ■  new  eenan*  6a  a  direct  tax,  MS ;  oh  admliilOD  of 
■UsDitoelUienihli^nt;  on  litt«n  of  man 
tho  abrogation  of  the  tieatf  with  fiaiue,  810,  SIL    Sm 
Imdm,T0ll. 
Blatt  Act,  Ulaaliali^  tor  brlngliig  ilarn  loto,  W. 
Ooeery,  proMbMng  It  In  a  Teriltai?,  (M  TlrrHeH»l. 
Sottty,  prvMMtioit  ot  In  *  Ttrrltory,  dahata  un,  UT. 
B99t  TniiU,  itiL,  blU  from  Senate  to  prohibit  eanjlng  on, 
euonldered,  tH;  manner  of  the  pawigo  of  tha  fiirmar 
aet,  ill;  coDienleniMt  of  tbe  eocomone,  4IB;  fortber 
dabat*,47B;  moat  dahetlTa  bUl,  4TB ;  moUon  to  reAr  to 
a  Klect  committee,  ITS;  too  lata  Id  tba  aeulan,  4T< ;  tba 
Kew  KnfUod  StatA  ihoald  e^joj  the  proflt  of  thla  tnt- 
lle  aa  well  aa  the  Eogllih,  4TII ;  proMDt  law  doM  not  itait 
tha  trada,  ITS;  Iti  aitent,  4Tt;  blU  oommlttod,  4T1; 
bDl  paued,  4TT. 
IBavtry  and Satt  Trad*.—8t»I*ita,yt>\.  I. 
ffa^^  emanetpaUd  from  Weat  Indle^  memorial  req>eet< 
tng.TtS. 


a  to  tb*  u-rnlt«d  Slatoi  JndgM 
TSO;  on  taking  op  the  French  ipollatloii  anb]Mt,TB8; 
VBjnriadletlon  orar  tba  Dlitrlct  of  Columbia,  TM;  on 
JutedlatlonoTer  the  DUtrlet  of  CoIoDibla,  IBS.     Sf 

BlUTS,  DanttL,  Senator  (Tom  TenuesBee,  SH. 

BuTB,  laiAo,  BepreaenlattTe  from  Kow  Jonar,  14 ;  on  kid- 
naping nogrooa,  M. 

KepresentatlTo  from  Termont.  14,  BW,  <M. 

BuTB,  JiaUfiaa,  BapT«aeBtat]Tt  from  Hew  Hampabire,  14, 
loeommodaUoB  of  tba  PrMMent,  II ;  on  a 
•lares,  B8. 

amrn,  Johh,  BepreaentattTe  from  He*  Toik,  4>T,  SN,  tU. 

Sum,  Jon>,  BapreaaslatiTe  bom  Virginia,  BW,  tM. 

Sura,  Jon  Comx,  BepraaaBtatWe  from  OosDeetlciit,  4(T, 
oWaablngton,  flli 

Sxrm.  JoouBi  Bf^reaenlatlre  from  HaMaehnaatta,  AM,  (KL 
Ta,  NiTBimiL,  TtapraaantatlTa  from  Conneetlcnt,  14, 
IMV  ITS.SH;  OD  naval  IVpropriitlonii  T§;  on  aipatila- 
tlon,  IBI ;  on  finolgn  latercoDna,  SOB ;  an  relatlDDi  Tjtb 
Fnao*,S«;  ob  tha  DatoralliatloD  lam,  IH ;  od  a  pro- 
TlaloDal  armr,  r4;  on  bin  reladTB  to  treatmenl  oraUan 
enemlea,  SSI. 

TB,  BumL,  RapreaaBtaUva  tna  Uarjland.  14,  Ud,  ISO^ 
n*,GM,  «M,4>»,4>T;  ob  a  dlreot  tax  on  aUrehBtiOD 
iBoraaaaot  datle*  ob  ngar,  T8,  T4 ;  od  loeHfiff  UUb,  H; 
DB  ladlreot  taiea,  84 ;  on  annlBg  merchant  Tcasell,  14T> 
I4B;  OB  ralatlona  with  Tranoe,  !41;  on  a  prorUoBal 
aimr,  MT ;  la  Mtabllahing  tha  Navy  Dapirtment,  t4a ; 
on  the  Batnrallaatlon  lava,  SB4;  on  temporary  direct 
taT,«n;  oDdlroet  taxa^aoS;  on  abracMLon  of  traity 
with  FnBca,  118 ;  on  Inlenonrae  wltb  France.  TOO ;  on 
mteroanna  with  Frwica  and  St.  Domingo.  8U,  a8>; 
on  tba  lav  of  retaliation,  888;  on  reportlBg  tha  do- 
batea,  ftlO ;  on  protactlon  agiLut  tha  Barblry  powei^ 
BTl;  OB  tha  apportionment  bill,  SI«;  on  tha  Mcdller- 
raneaa  tiada,  fi84;  on  French  apoUattona,  UO.  UT;  on 
sail  br  papara  relatlTe  to  cenlDa  of  Louisiana.  tM,  TOO, 
TIB ;  on  amondmant  to  tha  Bankmpt  Aet,  TSB.    f5l*a  H^ 


relaUre 


Mtta,  St,  18S. 
Buui,  Jaaa,  BeproaentatlTa  from  Fennaylnnia,  4Et,  WT, 
set,  tK;  en  peUUon  of  fre*  btacka,  48T;  agalnit  a 
m«n»i>l«nmlo'Waihlngton,BlS;  on  bill  relative  to  I)U- 
titct  of  Columbia,  US,  S94,  BM ;  on  the  apportionment 
bni,  BT1;  on  repeal  of  Internal  taxaa,  S80;  on  Imp  ' 
Dwnt  fiir  debt,  BOS ;  on  call  Ibr  paper)  relatlra  to  o 
tt  LnolBlaoa,  <9II;  on  amendment  to  tho  Bankrupt  Act, 


iDg  the  deliatea,  SOB;  letter  to 
of  their  pneeedlnga,  B4B. 
Buna,  Vauut,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Sonth  CarollDa,  it, 
IS],  ITS,  8SS;  on  addreaa  to  tba  Pretldent,  IT.  18, 18,  », 
(],«;  ODrelleflonLlhranbrftreat  Bavvinah,  U,  41 ; 
en  Udn^iping  Begmsa,  4\  4T;  dd  llahllltyof  United 
Btataa  to  a  BEate  ftar  war  expenaea,  BD ;  on  printing  ei- 
pendltnra,  BT;  on  the  petltloD  ofmannmltted  ilaves,  Sl^ 
00;  on  thepBTchaaD  ofaaitelbr  a  navy  yard,  U;  onla- 
creaee  of  dntiea,  Tl ;  on  naval  approprlatloB.  TB,  TS,  TO; 
on  Indirect  taxea,  S3 ;  on  mllitat;  and  naval  Bppni[>rl- 
Mlona,  t4 ;  on  tbo  military  establlihment,  H,  OT,  W ;  on 
BanIappn>prIatlou,W,lDl,104;  on  tnJlltary  and  nand 
■pprflpriatlani,  lOT;  on  liberation  of  Labyetle,  lot; 
anawer  of  Honao  to  PraaldenC  Adama*  lat  meBng<^  IBT, 
]gl,141;  oSerod  reaolntloBi  relative  to  dcf«nalve  ma*- 
niiea,  144,  I4Bi  on  rcaolDtlona  ralatiye  to  del^nelva 
maaaarea.l4S;  to  provide  further  naval  foroa,  I4S,  141 ; 
on  expatriation.  ]BO,lfil,  IBS;  on  taionlawyar^  lfi«;  on 
axampUng  bank  notaa  fhim  atamp  dnty,  IBT,  Ifit,  Iff] ; 
ondntyonatampa,]!!;  on  additional  dnty  on  tiJt,lB8; 
appointed  Ulnliter  to  PortagaI,]Sa    5m  f n(f ar,  tdL  ]. 

SOUTSABD,  HxsaT,  Tteptea^ntatlra  tnm  New  Jetaay,  Ht, 
«98;  agatnat  roaolntlon  relative  to  aitingulahlng  Stat* 
balanoea,  DtB;  to  poatpona  reaolntion  relative  to  the  mint, 
803 :  on  Joriidlctlaa  over  the  Dlatrlct  of  ColnmbLa,  T4I. 

BovA  CaroHna.— Tote  for  Preddsnt,  OS,  4ST ;  mllltla,  vlndl- 
eatlon  ot  ITS.  ^ 

BraiOHT,  BicBAU)  Donna,  Kepresentatlve  from  Nertli 
Carolina,  818,  4BT ;  on  Intereonne  vltb  France,  84IL 


db,Google 


Bfixsui,  Piun,  9 


itltiT* 


M  wltb  Fnnn,  tU. 

SraiiHi,  BicukD,  JcBi^  SepmcnUUrt  trma  Ifuylud,!*, 
tMh  ITS,  H9 ;  oa  ■  Nattanal  0iilTenltr,  M,  SS  i  on  nUif 
to  iDffsnn  bf  Org  ml  SitvdhiL,  41 ;  on  flOmpenBtlan 
gl  PnMtat  ind  otluT  offlegn,  M;  on  nlitloM  wltli 
rnnoMia.SM. 

Brsiaa,  Tnoiui,  BsprcwnUtlT*  bom  llHrlud,  M.    Stt 


Btaxtou),  Si 


.YOll. 


D,  BapnwnUtfis 


n  Hwlli  C 


[1,  ns,  us,  4»r,  H>,  «& 

Bta>ut,  Johr,  EcpreiantitlT*  rrom  North  CuollBk,  HO, 
Mt;  •calBtt  npul  i^  JidlcUir  EatabUtfunsnt,  MI;  m 
tha  nodlDg  Um  IMMt  ol!  Juih  M sHenir,  tK 

BunnH,  Joutrs,  JnL,  BeprtMnUtln  ttom  Shod*  Uind, 

Aii(«  Selimeu,  nport  of  eo 


etltM  teiUiBt  artiln  8tal« 
tha  BtalM  baUin  thej'  won  wnmeed  In  tlu  wttltmtnl 
nudB,W);  nil**daptodlbr  apportlatlv  tba  up«iHi 
«r  tta«  «u  oiin>ld««d,  MO;  tht  arlgbul  oontncl, 
•Act  of  adopting  An  annmantton  ol  lolkiUtaBti  n 
H»nciral«btr«naftartb«irar,  Ml;  tha  rale  tu^DiC 
ud  nnaqnal.  Ml;  what  hu Haw  Tort  dona t  Ml;  ftir- 
tbtt  dabata,  Ul;  blU  oidand 
p«ti»nad,  MT. 

A«W0niptar  to  tha  Bvitt^  idmlidon  oi;  ME ;  to  Iha  noBw, 
dtbMa  on,  SSa,  M4. 

SniuT,  Lmn,  hii  offleaTi  i 

Snwxn,  JoBH,  BapraaanlatlTa  bom  Pami^lTantt,  ESS, 


BnunoH,  Joan,  EapnaantaUT*  from  Tlrgtnla,  titt,  aK. 

Bnimwiai,  Wiiiiui,  BapnHntiUn  Ihun  Horth  Oan>- 
lln*,lT. 

AmMMIv  (iA<%U«^-On  raport  aDtlunlilBg  tha  FraildaDt  to 
Duka  Inqulrj'  If  cartaln  Btitca  adopted  piopoaed  imand- 
ment  to  eoiuUtatlan  on  niablllC]'  of  Btatai,  34 ;  qnHtlon 
wbethet  alarra  Btlt«  ntuying  the  tan  uiaadmenU  In 
1791,  (hould  ba  oouldend  ihrat-ItiiirthB  of  tburtaan,  or 
vhetber  ■  dlvUan  of  Btatai  oonld  bo  madaF  8<;  tha 
fimrlh  part  of  fiinrtasD  la  Chn«  aoa  a  bai;  If  1  StiW  on- 
not  ba  divldtd,  tliin  toax  Btatea  mut  b«  takeo  lutnd 
of  tbna  and  ahalfaa  one-fourth  of  foorteaD,  BT;  eleven 
Blatai  haTa  nUlUd  the  lUiwndiDeota,  but  tin  not 
twelva  of  tha  fooitean  raqnlrod,  ETT ;  diaoDBolan  of  the 
anbjKt.  SI,  iS. 

BiiKTUi,  Tnoitta,  EepTwantitiT*  th>Tn  Bonth  CarollDa,  111, 
1S8,  tat,  *tr;  Sanitor  from  Boath  CarolLu,  S<E,  EW, 
Ml  I  TiniUiaUon  of  Sooth  C»ro!Un  nUlltU,  ill 

Bwixwioi,  JoHH,  BepreMDtUlTe  from  PonnijlTaulis  li. 
120.  ITD ;  on  the  addrcH  to  tha  Pietldiiit,  m,  24, 1> ;  on 
Udnappiog  negroea,  4G,  M,  4T ;  on  the  petition  of  mann- 
mltted  iliTea,  68 ;  oo  ths  pnrchaaa  of  a  ilta  tor  a  n^vy 
jvS,  K;  on  Inereue  of  flutiei  on  ing»r,  TJ,  TB;  on 
■laral  appioprUtloiu,  IS,  IT,  n.  100,  100 ;  on  Ubentlan 
of  La&retta,  109:  on  Huirei  of  Hsbu  (o  PrcoldenC 

UI ;  on  I  unl  armimeDt,  lU ;  moyu  ten  dolkn  daty 
on  attomej'i  Uceniea,  lEE;  on  >xemptlDg  bank  notea 
from  Btamp  dnty,  ISS;  oo  Uia  4<i*kan'  namoiUl,  ISS. 


At/admToLl. 
mni,  Jon  C— Ctnlnet  Ibi  luid,  ID;  paiUenUn  at  U* 
w^Sl;  eaaaoHStl. 


Tuurauo,  Bbuuoi,  B«pniMnlitlTa  from  eeeTgli,ail 


TuuulDSe,  Bb> 
««,  <M 

TxTTKAix,  Joiua,  BenatOT  from  OaorjU,  0^  111,  in,  WK. 

Ihaei,  dtitit  and  Ixdirtet,  pmpnlllon  fbr-a  tu  « tud 
aodoD  iLiTe^Gl;  ghonld  ba  aapuatad,  SI;  amodMad 
togvtharlnordertodoJnatJce,  and  oonAttm  to  tha  tatalH 
llihed  nuge  of  a  largs  trasC  of  ooootiT  when  oa*  tn 
vlthont  the  othii  ns  oljeeUooabla,  El ;  tha  naalolloB 
ftv  a  tax  on  land  eanlad.  Ell 

Dirtrt  lot  on  Hatat  oooaldBrad,  (B ;  reuon  Sr  brib- 
ing thli  ipedst  of  penonal  pn^arty  imd«  Tlaw  vhflit 
(11  Dthar  penonal  pn^artj'  nnnotieed,  BS ;  alana  an  b- 
horara— not  tfgdt  to  Tola  to  tax  Iihama,ES;  a  tai^ 
•laTHTontd  Ughtm  Iha  lu  on  land  In  the  Boatboa 
Btataa— TODld  tha  lu  on  land  bs  aqnal  r  a ;  a  diraet  ttz 
■hontd  b*  equal  ai  poialUa,  H  ;  ■  tu  on  daT«i 
tha  moat  prodoMlTe  tax  tn  the  SoDtbem  States  M ; 
exact  equaHtr  ImpoaathlA,  54 ;  peraonal  toopertr  la  t^ 
BOBthem  Stataa  thonld  not  bear  a  part  of  IhfbniAia 
whilil  eumptad  alMwliare,  E4 ;  the  otjeettou  eu  ba 
eompletalf  obrlatad,  M ;  aDunaraHon  of  alif  m  idda  to 
theei 


I;  tliaSoiia  Undr 


In  ona  Btata  and  not  In  another,  SB 
to  par  the  tax  on  a 
on  aliTea  oppoaa  alt  direct  tuea,  EC ;  moUon  to  kx 
■liTOi  carried,  EC;  h(<(<,  M ;  tneama  and  eipandilm  om 
aUcred,Bl;  donbtnil  If  (m^nrltr  of  the  eoontirlnft 
Tor  of  the  maaanra,  81 ;  no  deBdane;  Is  the  raran 
at  present  to  make  additional  taxca  neeceaarr,  SI ;  gnat 
argnment  flic  direct  taxea  li  tha  niuertalntj  of  a  reTcnaa 
from  sommarea,  81 ;  neelpta  of  Iltl,  St ;  axprmea  if 
ITM,  SS ;  reealpl*  and  axpandlturea  of  IIVI,  n ;  ftr  ■ 
■E(BeIen«7  of  raTenne  tninSdlnct  laxBarfqiiEred,84; 
a  plan  fbr  direct  taxaa  akunld  ba  flirmad  In  caao  of  vt- 
treoltj,  M ;  lenBae  Ibr  ITSI,  Bl ;  aatlmated  axpeaaaa 
lbrim,8BL 

BOl  fir  Stamp  DM—,  14>;  da.  oouldarad.  UB; 
mated  to  add  eartlflcatea  of  nalnraljiatloa.  lEB ;  nata- 
rallud  pertone  euuwt  i«flua  to  ftf  a  unall  tax  ftir  lb* 
right  of  dtlieniblp,  IGE ;  tax  woald  IkQ  tUKri  oa  pn- 
aons  Tho  came  h^ra  to  Uto  by  theli  labor,  IBS;  HBod- 
ment  canted,  lEE. 

JTorad  to  toa  loKfr*  Heart*  111).  US;  cantad, 
US ;  mored  to  extend  the  tax  to  kareia  to  State,  at 
nil  aa  ITnltad  Blataa  eunrts,  IDS ;  Uirytn  tu  aania 
eutaa  alnadT  highly  taud,  UB;  If  ataxoftUaklDdli 
right,  It  mlf^t  be  extended  to  any  other  oSeer  of  Btata 
GoTemmeDte,  IM;  not  nneonatltnlloBal,  US;  Slata 
Uvyan  a  &lr  otjes 


JTned  to  taa  dfii  (/  ee 

elaah  with  Btata  larladlBtlon,  1S«;  IM  tax  a  good  aat 
prollbble  one.  lES ;  iBterfbtsa  irith  Btata  QoranuMata, 
lH;Auther  debated,  IBS;  motion  lost,  1ST. 

Clotiae  eniapWaf  hanJ^mtttt,  mored  to  Itilke  «■!, 
JET;  aU  ootca  ibould  be  plandon  the  aune  tMOat, 
1ST ;  anbjMt  t«0  Unportant  and  latilcato  Ibr  thl*  juidaa, 
16T;  ottleelbtotaxtberlgbtulndlTldaalbasortnav 
ftnlnf  hie  (npatty  and  the  •rtdoKaief  It,  UT;  ■• 


db,Google 


to  tha  eoannlniM  ol  tha 


mtUUrJut 

ind  liflit,  IK ;  opfnUai  of  tin  Ui  ooiitfdtrad,  108 ; 
objHUou  ouulderad,  lad ;  JbrelgBbaakiomnmiltoiflth 
tbclr  pjtenucante,  lU ;  (fa<  Introduction  of  thli  prtn- 
dpi*  will  dutrar  tfa*  bill,  IfiH;  lulogj  betmu  pitTita 
'  aatm11S»;gntt 


10  dugv  0/  k  ran  oi 


t.iw; 


b^tnslnf  ihoold  be  nuda,  160;  nottba  InlaotlDn  of 
oppoacnti  to  icram  thi  sumaf od  Intenat,  lU ;  iom 
■hdl  tha  t«  ba  nnngad,  IM ;  oonunntatlos  an  )h 
mado,  160;  amout  ot  Uw  tax  Uat  thu  oaa  par  oanl. 

161 ;  dUhnsM  batvaon  bank  ud  indlTldnal  noUt,  111  | 
■naithiuta«)iDwlii(thaap«ntIos    ~  ' 


I;  bill  pa 


la,]6L 


JMte  OK  .OMOUd  4iMta,  and 
bato,  1)3;  pn^oalCfte  to  ailow  tt>  dlilDUm  waatl; 
UeaiiwslM;  dotffsad  to  aoeomraodata  dMUInfrom 

frBlt,lM;  dlitlltan  from ftDit  par  laMdatrtlua dl*- 
tUl«b«tDgnlB,lM;  thb  pnpsaftlan  will  glra  thuo 
IM;  0 


pnaant  Uv  turn  dlMUUis  Mrly  tnli,  IM;  : 


tatdon  to  Inquire  Into  tlu  aipadlHiflJ  9t  tapaaUny  lawi 
laying  daHaa  on  itUla,  dlitUlad  aplrlta,  Aa,  muidaiad, 
M  inntoalllnp  vn  tUa  nlfaot,  Ott; 


eonnniraoo  tfaonbr  toonnad,  MS;  dabata  vpoa  tba 
eaDinafarlazatloii,Mll;  on  lapoct  to  tha  Hdbm  morad 
to  itrtke  sot  ■'■nnnallj',''  H6;  the  tax  not  wantod  Ibr 
parmuMEt  larcniu,  bot  to  matt  pnaant  axlgencilea. 
M6;  aiairtnitloi  <jt  pmaat  laTeno^  MC;  lbs  pnaant 
TaTaonaa  an  aqnal  to  tha  aipmdUani,  bidadlng  n- 
dampUm  of  pnblio  dabt,  axnpt  In  ou*  of  war,  NT; 
ImpcaU  and  tonnaga  rl*M*d  >  mUlka  dot*  tbaa  tb« 
wHmatB,  WT ;  upuDanti  an  praaanlad  aa  U  a  ttaU  of 
protbond  paaoe  prarallad,  and  tlio  dshnoa*  of  tha 
ooDstrj  tf  na  ImportaDoa,  MI;  sonna  at  nwmban  on 
thla  ai^ast,  aH;  oenaan  ol  the  Eoiua  bj  nMmbm, 
MB;  debate  adjoanad,  M>;  motlOB  to  ttitt*  ont  "ai- 
nnaiiy''  wltlidnwn,  aod  IbnltaUou  mored,  KO;  If  laid 
ftr  a  nosibai  <4 
in;  It  d«p*ndi 

bamnladotUD^BTt;  It  la  tnawla^' 
•oma  parti,  and  IhoiU  b*  tt  abort  duallon,  fll ;  no 
foaattoB  abwltlw  proptlatr  of  lOTjIns  a  dtiaet  tai— 
mlrdUtbiance  related  to  tiniBof<q>eiitlMi,>n;  bancif 
tha  DMmbai  fren  Penn^lTaaU,  sn ;  twoieMouagdiut 
■CrtUsgonttliswnd  "anmullj','' m ;  uwndinantloal, 
ni;  word'annnall;"  itmck  out,  BIl;  bill  prorldlDi: 

tlaTaatwda  thlidtimcKn;  Um  lu  win  bew  hard  on 
Kantn Aff  monar  la  ao  aearca  tbaia,  Wt  y  aneh  la  the 
«M*ef  TuuaMa,  601;  both  StataabH*  many  adnn- 


tagea  In  raqieet  to  thb  tu,  BOl ;  th*  suDtjr  waa  neeoa- 
■at7,  andthelawiaBaadult  well  ooold  be  made,  SOS ; 
loan*  and  ItieathsonlyreaonrettlOt;  no  othar  obI«ti 
ao  lultabla  fin  taiBtlaii,  SOR;  fcaia  reapeetlsg  tha  abUl^ 
<rfKaitB^aadTan>aaaeeuatb*r«UlMd,ne;  tainot 
)iM  and  040*1,  n<;  ararrvealaicifpnipertr^DsIdba 
tax*d,.SM;  bmptM*d,(M;  blUtoainoDdaotrDrlailiii 
>ndoiil]eeUugAlieettaiooMldand,{ie«;  lapeala  ilanii 
tiTTodsDpllMi  oflaBdaoldttir  nnpakl  taaa,686;  Ihli 
elanaalnap«ntl>*ouaeooimtDfUie9enaB,Kt;  will  bo 
*  baidahlp  to  non^raldant^  5BI ;  non-parmant  had 
hImd  In  BontheniBtBtnfroma  vantDfooll*elan,<>8T; 
eommlttae  nai^  BST. 
TjxnrxLL,  HuoT,  Banator  from  Tlrglnla,  6,  111,  SU ;  d*- 
oaa>aoCS«<    Btt  StOta,  tA  h 

ltipwent(tlTe  from  Virginia, 


«  lOr  Pnaldant,  O^dBT; 


n  o^aif 


nrr^torte-Snldoot  of  flUng  tha  Umlta  of  Gwirgla,  and 
araoUnglhoHtaalMlp^  ten»oi7  ooaaUaiwU^T;  ameul- 
mentprapaaad,''afl«rtbaooBNntof  tbo  LegWatira  tt 
Ooorgl*  ahall  ban  baan  obtabad,'  HI;  oUm  of  Uw 
United  Btitaa  totUi  teirftory  enmloed,  SIT ;  to  pnf 
■ead  wlthanl  oonaant  of  SaorgU  noooiulltatlMua,  SIS  i 
United  atatea  poaaen  Ihl  right,  HB;  who  la  the  }ad»i  I 
«B ;  unandDMBt  will  daAat  tho  Mil,  na ;  ahall  tba  ter- 
rltorr  remain  deftnealeaa  t  SIB ;  qoaatkin  of  right  anm- 
l>od,nB;pc^torrlghtb<<*ettl*dbetean«r,SlB;  t«ma 
roqnired  bj  Georgia,  fllfl ;  propoaed  maanre  ahaotatel j 
BtoMmiT'  IM  the  p«o|de  of  that  tanlloiT,  IIV;  argn- 
menti  ao  tU  do  oat  ahow  tha  rl^t  of  the  Unltad  Btat**, 
bnt  only  tho  eonTenlaoca  of  tha  meainra,  US;  aJ- 
nntagM  of  tho  maaiuro  to  Goorgla  ••  a  protMtiiin 
■galut  th*  Indiana,  SIS ;  moat  pn^er  that  the  amenil- 
nunt  ahonld  be  adapted,  US ;  th*  only  raaaoti  fin  tha 
•nundment  la,  that  If  the  bill  pan  Wltbont  It,  oSaDO* 
'  win  beglTOn  to  6aorgljL,lS0;  nalther  par^  haagor- 
•ned  tb*  tenltnr,  and  Georgia  cannot  take  oSBiiseli 
woboldUtll]thedlipaUto*allM,SSOi  paitlonlan  r»- 
hUTe  to  the  tenltorri  **";  OoorfUalwva  dlapoaad  to 
ead*,tn;  ftiTth*TdlaeiBalao,3n;  >nMiklm*ntki*t,SSl. 
QbnutproHdiivllMtlaftryHaUmlba/irMadiit, 
motion  to  ttrike  ont.  111 ;  slaaaa  TOty  proper  In  tha 
Korth-wialam  Territory,  bnt  Tery  Improper  In  tha 
lIlHlMlpplTi[rilaiy,Vl;ltwonidbuIahBlltlieieKlei^ 
and  eielod*  tboaa  Intaadlng  la  go  tborit  SSI ;  Oongr«« 
ihonM  BO  Ihr  rtqioot  Ih*  rigbta  of  hnmanlty  aa  not  to  1^ 
^DtbacthaaK  aowaxliti,  U);  llU 


autaoln  an  odlonalli^t  r  tS 
wtn  take  place  tl  tbiala  adopted,  SSI;  tho  moUon  wUI 
not  be  withdrawn,  ISS ;  the  tandan^  of  ttala  motion  la 
not  na&y  to  furtbei  tba  rl^taDfnian,SSB;  Kliaaerl- 
OBt  attaek  on  tho  gnttparty  of  tha  oonntry,  tit;  tho 
amendment  ihonid  not  be  ndaeted  on  the  gnnmd  of  Jn- 
fladletlon,SlB;  only  obJeeHon  to  the  amendment  la  with 
Tcprdto  Iha  people  aattlod  there,  SSt;  Inlaraat  of  the 
UnlMdHlnteato  t^oottho  amendment,  ISS;  grading 
tba  blaeka  oiet  tha  oonnt 


gtport  on  Od  crtOtmUalt  itf  the  Delegate  from  the 
lUmlHlppI  Territory,  I1T6;  Qeeigta  haa  the  rl^t  to  lh« 
BoU,  and  tha  lawa  (tf  CongroM  fbr  the  goremnant  of  tha 
Territory  ere  TOtd,CTe;  the  Delegate  haa  no  right  to 
aaeat,  BTt;  no  fhrthar  ptooaedlnp  ahonld  tako  plaeo 
tm  th*  dlipate  U  aattled,  ET6 ;  the  only  qnaatlon  la 
whether  th*  member  la  dily  ohoaan,  BI6 ;  wait  till  th* 
dl^nta  li  aettled,  BIT;  let  the  Npott  Uo  en  tbo 


dbyGoo^le 


0,  ITS,  8! 


iMtnl 


Dm  UBHChIIHt^  11, 

*ddiM»  W  til*  PthI- 
imlttsd  >liTei,BI,U; 


n  Oe  pcUUon  of  i 
on  auwer  to  PreridoDt  Adams'  fln 
on  the  Qufcm' ntrawlil,  ISB.  m: 
lege,  MS  J  on  ninrt  oa  Quksn' memDrlil,  Kit; 
cue  of  OrUweld  nd  Ljdd,  S1D.S11:  on  the  Umltaof 
Oeoijlm  MI,  m,  na,  IM 1  OD  pnMnU  to  mlnlitan  bj 
dinlcn  conRi,  M8;  anpetlllaa  nf  free  blKki,  1S9,  MO^ 
Ml,  MS;   OD  repartlBg  tbe  debit**,  (MNl    St4  Iltdia, 

TOLI. 

ToSKU,  DiTiD,  BepmaatitlTa  from  New  Tork,  SN,  M ; 

In  bToi  of  ■  bill  la  eitdugsiib  Stile  bulUMe,  «M; 
TaoMU,  Jon  Chiv,  Rapi«wDt«llT*  from  Ifuylud,  at, 

«T, 
Tramu,  BnnAiD,  SepnMnletlTg  frfim  PuuuflTuU,  14, 

IM,  1T1,  SM,  4S>,  UT. 
Taaimo!!,  Johk,  BepnHiitatlTa  ftom  New  Tork.  ttf,  4K, 
TBOmtoK,  llAMt,  BepreMDtnUT*  from  Naw  Jtittj,  14, 

190,  ISO,  sn;    &e  fMB,  toL  1. 
TDoSFMit,  Fatur  B„  BeprewntMlTe  from  TlrgluU,  W,  fiMl- 
TionnoK,  Uue,  Beiutor  Bum  Vinuant,  i,  IIR. 
TiLuMeBuT,  Teomu,  SepmantillTa  frotn  Bkode  Iilud, 

m,  8M,  M*,  SML 
nm  of  PniMaDt,  Ae..  M*  JM«a.  roL  1. 
Tkun,  tJiua,  Benatsrbom  OoDBaaUcat,  8,  II^IS,  Sn, 

sm,  481,  Ml, MI ;   OBbnKlaf  prlTflege,  4f»,4t(  418; 

elected  Pnaldant  of  Biuta,  piii  ttm.  417.    S*t  Indta, 

tbLL 
fV«WM  owt  AdWm,  bin  to  daSoa,  ITS. 
7V«(>aarv  i>(iiarfiHit<,  bill  pmldliij  that  the  Baerataiy 

■hall  laj  before  Congreaa  annval  report  with  plaaa  fbr 

lmpniTlii«  TeTanna.  Ae^  4TB ;  Huu*  onlf  hat  tight  ta 

orlglnita  mone;  Mill,  4T8:  not  Senate  <irE(eeretU7,4T?; 

ordered  to  third  reading,  4TS.    St  JiKtac,  Tol.  1,  Su- 

Trtaty  via  Grtai  Brttaiit,  Bwtlon  that  no  penoo  be  da- 
llTeradap  nnder  the  nth  utlele,  4Tt;  debated,  4T1; 
lort,4td,    AM/iKi«B,TaLl 

faao,  AauM,  RapreaentatlTa  Ikun  TlrglnU,  UO,  ITt,  Kit, 
4W,  4»T,  M»,  8M 

Tmra,  Jom,  BeproMiittllT*  from  TliflDla,  in,  ITS,  8H, 
«T,M9^n8. 

TiuKSDLL,  Joan,  pnwDta  t«  Iha  Benata  two  prliila,4lW; 
letter  Id  Hooae,  oflMiig  two  prUta,  480 ;  fioCa,  480. 

twBTHa,  Oanm,  reeolntloii  to  preaent  a  medal  to,  488 ; 
no  offieUI  InAmutloi)  tesalTOd  <ai  the  eobjeet,  4T0 ; 
reaolndondBunotgo  (hrenongh,  4T0;  reaolatlDn  to  call 
for  Infomutlaa  adoptad,  4T0 ;  report  of  Beeratur  of  tb* 
IIbt7  In  aceordanee  thereirith,  4T0 ;  reedDtlDU  onuld- 
ered,  471 ;  was  It  the  duty  of  the  oommandar  af  the  Oon- 
•tellatlaa  to  pmlet  In  the  cbaae,  and  compel  to  Milan 
■  ahlp  of  anch  eupartoi  fbrea  I  471 ;  raih  eondaet,  4T1 ; 
lav  of  Oongrtaa  pred^hMdaty  otUTal  commandara, 
471;  BotUiiclD  tbalreoDdactbntwhatmahlgtilr  Ian. 
datoiT,  4T1 ;  frlgilaa  vara  Anutracted  fbr  proteotlng 
Mmmaro*— iru  tUi  proteotbic  oommercs,  to  ndnea  Ida 
■Up  to  a  vieA  I  471 ;  natation  oarrled,  a%. 


BMti  Shai*JMiitt,m»aieiAiX  at  to  Senate,  «B;  poBtleBa 

ct;717. 
Iivui,  Onnai  P.,  S^rtnotatlie  from  Naw  HimpAln, 


Ta>  Al,LB^  JoHlIBU  K,BepnaaBtallTaft«BlI*wToA, 

14,  UO,  IT*,  RM    St  A4<^  rd.  L 
VAK  CaitLAIIDT,  Pmiut,  B  .  .  -        _ 

14,Ii0,lS0,8n,4n,487 


Tm  Kt,  Joar  P..  KapnaaaUtlTa  ftam  Kow  ToA,S«il  8at: 
on  thaa|9«rtlMiD*ntbllI,B74;oaaa^ooBd4«*d,IMi 
the  member  tt  Uw  HoOM  hai  utiilMd  lb*  >otb«llr 
of  a  m^or  «f  mmtl*,  BBder  a*  aatbeiltr  of  tk«  Ciitod 
Btataa^and  Uterebr  IbrMted  hli  laat,  reaolntlDB  lo  la- 
qnlrs  conildared,  OH;  ImpottanC  aa  ■'— '-""g  a  pdn- 
dpla,  888 ;  natdntlos  ahenld  go  to  ooamltta*  ob  alas- 
tlooi,888;  Nfkranoe  ordered,  887;  report  of  Mmnlttac 
718;  aiplanatlaD  of  Tan  Sea^  TM;  reaolntlaBi  ii—ii 
ho  an  <f  Tan  Naia,  687,  TS8. 

TuiBi 


TaBRin^  Joaira  Buslit,  B 

•ett^l4,19Il,lTl,SM,4M^4»I,H8^888;  -m  tkopetKloB 

of  masamltted  ilarca,  80 ;  on  mlUtaiy  appmpilatkiM. 

la,  18 ;  OB  mllltaiy  and  nanl  approprlaUam,  lOT ;  u 

tal an lawyen' llnaaiea,  1»;  oa thaaeorglBBBlti,m; 

OB  laiaporaiy  direct  In  .  —     .    . 

tloB  to  oonuMna,  Wl ; 

tuia,8Dl;  on  13m  < 

r4*altflBtanaItaiea,B8(lL    jSMAtlMMoLL 
Tn^BLB,  AwttM»)i,  BapraauutaUT*  baa  Tlrfhda,  1^  19^ 

180,818;  on  ralletto  aniitoon  bf  In  at  BaTaBBah,  81 ; 


Adimi'  Bnt  mnana^  140 ;  on  axpatriitloB,  ISl ; 
ampUng  bank  uolsa  btm  ataoip  dsty,  137. 188; 
ease  of  Srlnrold  and  I^on,  HI ;  K 


MS;r*latlTatoIettenofmiiqnM*7.  AeAuI^ToLL 
ramoKt—Tote  fcr  Freddent,  81, 487. 
r<<B  of  aimr  bill,  by  PrtaldeBt  WaaU^tn,  K 
TQn>«,JoHr,  BautoT  ftoBtDalBvin,  ^Il(   Bm  Hdm, 

ToLl 
nrglmla.-ycf  te  FnddMt,  SI,  187. 


WAMWosn,  PXLBS,  Baprta 

14, 1T1,  SMi  4M.  4BT,  im  e8&    AaJWa^ToLl. 

'Waibbb,  Bbh/ahui,  BepraaantatlTa  ttsm  Her  Toik,  9m. 

Wtsu,  Bomr,  BafoeaanUtlTa  fttan  PantaftnBla,  tit,  UM, 
417;  preaanti  patltlDn  of  ftea  bUaki,  4>^4n;  M  ps- 
Utlon  of  tMa  blacki,  488, 44<^  441;  ob  tbe  bm  prgUUt- 
Ing  the  alan-lndat  <T& 

WuaanD^,  nplj  to  adiraaa  of  Banata,  S ;  prwaat  ■!  tka 
InangaraUoB  of  John  Adaoi^  11 ;  wrfa  II ;  Tola  ^k, 
■■riMMiiiit.  iiiirrit.  nt;  rnlfiiBij  liinil.ailMTah 
tntkn  tt,  melt,  111 ;  IMKr  aaseptli«  U 


a  BonnDMBl^  888;  i 
tDoDBBiant,  BOS;  imniiliilj  iifi  iiiimaiiiail.  tWl.  a  ib 
Mdiou  BOM  ImparUhabla,  888;  tba  ahiftw  af  tka 
amasdBwnt*qBlTalatton|)*>lli|«n(7f)a^Mt;  is* 
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pesM  between  the  two  muaune, 
iHt  aeuhui,  Gil;  blU  recomiDltted,  Bill  pnnaedJiic 
ef  CongreM  In  ITSSj  bill  reported  foi  ■  mimaleDi 
H  befbn,  eiMpUnf  t  dlffenace  In  mleriilt,  bU ;  ti 
rloDj  unenilmeDti  prepoeed,  SIS;  eipeue  dleciUHi 
at;    blank  Ulled  with  t»ao,llOO,  SU;    bUl   w  tUr 


Idee  thet  ■  nuuiolinia  would  be  eqoel  to  the  ohuecter 
sf  WuhingtoD  piepDitetoDi,  OK ;  ■  tadloiu  ud  iwleH 
debete,  AlA;  ■  deperture  ttom  the  ori^iul  plea  e  lloti- 
tjon  ot  the  feelUca  oTHn.  WeahlsgtoD,  Sl«;  ftuthei  de- 
bate,SlI;  bill  ordned  to  be  eDgrow^,  BIS ;  bUlpeseed, 
BS2;    emendmoDtt  o(  Senate  coiuldered,  Dtg;  HoBM 
egr«e,US.    ike /ndsB,  toL  1,  IFaaM?v(M. 
irndfivtoK  OUv,  am  OMtlng  or  ConEiese  at,  48L 
Wuioir,  June,  Bniator  ftem  Hew  York,  SIS,  tW. 
Taua,  'Wu4JU<  "■",  Beulor  from  Delawaie,  SOS,  4MI, 
Wl,  M0,  «U ;  on  th*  teeelatloiia  nUtlTe  to  the  right  of 
theUDlledBtitMloUufrM  naUgatlOB  of  thcHlMta- 

•ippi.«a(L 

TeKen  lawb,  reaolntlou  telatlTe  to,  MS. 

Whutok,  Joopb,  eleetad  eerBHSt-et-wma  to  Smut,  480, 
MB. 

Vmn,HcaBLAva(iii,petItlDD  0(481  report  of  eommlttM 
ODt  4fi ;  delia  0(  fbr  aerrloea  agaluet  the  lodlana,  48; 
committee'  report  tb*  eipedltloa  ei  nndertakeD  wlthoDt 
■nthOTlt;  ftom  the  PraaldeiiC,  under  law>  of  the  TIslted 
etaCta,  bnl  the  Isdlani  highly  ecgrenlra,  48;  noU,  48; 
eipedltlonjiiit  and  necMBarr,  4B;  lodlaiu  carried  tha 
■taHan  and  thnataned  to  carrj  tbe  eeet  of  goTenunent, 
48;  the  zatlou  fbnsd  for  the  troepe  on  the  e^ipedltloii 
had  been  paid  fbr,  and  oo  reaHn  aiirte  whr  the  whole 
•ipenae  ihoold  eot  be  paid.  41);  If  the  eipedltlsn  wu 
VBoaiutltnUaaBl.  It  ihonld  Dot  aSkottheaoidlerwhewai 
ahligedtaDbeylilatapetl0T,4S;  Ifthlidilmlaellowed, 
It  eetibUihee  a  principle  fbr  lU  the  mllltta  Id  that  etpe- 
dltJon,  4> ;  the  elpedllloD  wee  a  DeeeaearT  one,  4) ;  Con- 
greaa  were  In  aaoIaB,  and  itMlred  Infbimatlon,  bnt  took 
no  ordoT  thereoD,  SO ;  the  einutltotlon  pneoiibea  that 
tf  a  atate  Ij  actuallT  Invaded.  It  mar  engi^  In  war ;  thia 
It  a  oae  earning  wlthlo  the  ooBatltnUoDil  llmite,t>0; 
1u4e.0O;  reltorred  to  a  leleet  Dommlttee,  Gl ;  no^  BL 

Warn,  Bight  Ser.  Blahop,  eppdnted  chaplain  to  Banila, 

Tsm,  SAnim,  Oenator  fMm  Delaware,  HO,  HI,  tW;  on 
the  ^ipaitlonment  bill,  SGO ;  on  the  Ulialiilppl  qneetton. 


Viuiua,  Jona,  Bepi 


in,8M; 

peuaUon  of  Preeldent  and  ether  oSi 
ctf  dntlee ' 

Preeldent,  W;  on  the  mUltarr  MtabUahment,  SB;  on 
•uwer  of  Boom  to  President  Adauu'  lint  menage,  181 ; 
on  arming  menhant-*eMel*,  147 ;  on  a  nanl  umameDt, 
IIM;  onrelleftodanghteTeafCDnntd*araaM,l»5;  on 
expendltnre  tor  the  naval  eerrloet  IM;  on  the  eate  of 
Orliwold  end  Ltod,  810,111,  and  ni;  on  the  llmlta  of 
Oeorgla,8IS;  on  rslaUona  with  Franea,  M ;  on  eatab- 
Udilng  the  Nary  Department,  148, 161 ;  on  a  new  oanana 
Ibr  a  direct  tax.  MB;  on  a  direct  tftiE,  M8 ;  onadmMon 
of  allent  to  dtJientUp,  aif ;  on  Inatmotloaa  to  amed 
T*IMt>,S88;  on  tha  bQl  rtfattTO  to  proteetlan  to  com- 
merce, 188;  on  direct  laiea,80e;  en  Inlerconne  with 
Pnnce,84T.    AeJndea^ToLL 

WtLuum,  LuriL,  KaprMentatlTe  fMm  VeieeeTineeH^ 
4M,4n.M>,88& 

Wnixua,  BoBiiT,  BepreaentatiT*  fMm  Korth  CareUni, 
in  m,TKI;onataionlaw7era,lM;adTaeateaweeUr 
Beeaw  to  dletOIera,  IM;  on  the  Grlawohl  and  Lyon 


HieUlthIng  th«  Hbtj  Department,  Ml ;  on 


UTetotreatmontof  alien  ennolei,  184;  reUtlre  to  let- 
ters of  marqne,  BSI;  lelatlTa  to  SUte  baUBcee,  US; 
on  eonalderlng  the  French  ipoUetlou,  T84. 
Waona,  Hanr,  UepteeentatlTa   from  FennnlTanla,  41Sl 

■WooaiBt,  Gmrau,  and  others  bill  relatlre  to*  ML 
VussT,  BouDT,  Senator  from  Uarrland,  MD^  Wl ;  oo  me- 
morial of  Uulted  Btatea  Jodgei,  807: 
Wm,  Thoku,  BeprMentatlTe  from  North  CuollA,  881. 


denl'i  DUMBge,  88 ;  on  relief  to  anfferen  iy  Hre  at 
SaTunah.  44;  on  a  dlreet  tax  on  land,  SH;  on  a  diroot 
taianelare^SS;  In  Honee  on  naval  appn^rlaUone,  Tl; 
In  Honte  on  bin  relaClTO  to  Uedlterranean  Fowen,  81 ; 
on  the  approprlatlDn  Ibr  the  aeeommodadon  of  the  Fro- 
ilileiie,  M;  In  Honie  on  navBl  ^proprlatjon,  IDS;  In 
Honae  on  bill  relative  to  tnilltarj  and  naval  appropd- 
atloDa,  lot;  on  adoption  gf  aniwer  of  Honee  to  Freil- 
dent  Adania'  lit  mwaege,  141 ;  on  e  bill  provtiJlDg  fitr  ■ 
naval  arraament,  IM;  on  bUl  lajing  stamp  duty,  ]61| 
on  blU  lajing  additional  dnfiai  on  lalt,  184;  In  Eknata 
on  aol  to  declan  treaty  with  France  void,  ITS;  In 
Senate  on  nwlntlon  anthortilng  hUnlater  to  Spall  to 
reerive  preMnIa,  ITS ;  la  Senate  on  bill  to  deOne  and 
pnnitfa  treaaon  and  aedltlon,  1T8,  ITS;  relative  to  land- 
ing French  peaaengara,  174;  do-oneeMna  blll,lT4;  on 
moUon  torooonelder  do.  174;  on  ennmeratlon  of  ilave^ 
174 ;  on  bin  to  eneonrags  aptiire  ot  French  aimed  vee- 
•cle,  ITS;  on  bill  DuUig  approprlaUeoe  Ibr  a  naval, 
IbroB,  ITS;  oq  eipnldon  of  Matthew  Lyon,  IDS;  rale-' 
tlve  to  claim  of  Amy  Dardin,  118;  on  the  6r!twold 
and  Ijon  case,  118 ;  on  the  bill  eatabllahlng  the  Savy 
Department,  IS! ;  oB  the  reeelotlan  reUUie  to  preienti  I 
to  onr  Uinlttera  at  foreign  conrta,  184;  on  the  bill  to 
nlse  a  provialoahl  army,  174 ;  on  the  bUl  relatlTB  to 
alien  enemlfa,  288;  on  the  bill  relative  to  pioteMlon  of 
commeree,  ni;  on  reoolaUoni  granting  laEton  of 
nurqns,  800 ;  on  the  eedltlan  blU,  81D ;  on  the  abngi- 
Uon  of  the  treaty  with  Franee,  818;  on  bill  Ibr  eedlllon 
and  ponlahment  of  crimes,  811;  on  fnatmclioni  to 
armed  veesels.  818;  In  Senate  on  non-lnlerconne  witli 
Tiaooe,  814;  do.  on  allene  holding  landi  lo  the  Terrl- 
torlea,  814 ;  do.  on  vetting  power  of  retaliation  In  Fr«al< 
dent,  814;  In  Senate  on  Ucreaae  of  amy.  81S;  on  Is- 
eT(aHofailatlea,813;  onacceptanceDfJnrtidictlanonr 
Veitem  Beierre,  819;  on  ettabtlihlng  United  Stotei 
poM  oIDoe,  829;  on  bill  relative  to  Interconne  with 
Ftanoe,  84T;  on  hill  to  Increaae  tha  navy,  8S8;  on 
agreeing  (o  report  ot  committee  nlatlTB  to  captiue  <4 
French  veieeli,  884 ;  on  the  eipnUan  of  Matthew  Lyoi, 
871;  on  repeal  ofaUanandaeditlon  law,  884;  on  amend- 
menta  to  bill  relative  to  dJipnlcd  Presidential  electtom, 
408;  In  Senate  en  reeolntlon  relative  te  breach  of  privi- 
lege, 411;  on  reaolotlone  of  Cemmltteg  on  Privilege*, 
419 ;  on  adopting  fbrm  of  wamnt  of  Senate  fbr  appre- 
bendon  of  VlUIam  Dnane,  418 ;  on  Mlmlitf  ppl  Slaro 
Ae^41T;  relative  lo  petition  of  free  hiaeha,  444 ;  on  re- 
Hlntlona  tn  oata  of  Jonathan  Bobbing,  489 ;  on  lb* 
medal  lo  Captain  Tmiton,  411 ;  on  poatponlDg  the  hUl 
relative  to  admltalt  la  the  navy,  4T4 ;  on  bill  pmhlbltli^ 
Iho  slave  trade,  4n ;  on  the  bill  to ,  araet  a  manaotemn 
tbr'Waahlngtan,4Tl;  In  Senate  relative  to  nunwiemn 
tat  Vaihlngton,  4BB;  relatlie  to  reportinf:  the  debtlMi 
nil ;  on  the  blQ  for  a  nunK^ni 
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onpiuaifA,  Dll;  on  tlwADgnvrnflntoftlLAbUllonpeiii 
■  t«rtDrth«MdltloawC,weiaDbl!ltB  Hoiw  te  w 
tabUtli  nnlfbrm  ifitiiiii  of  bukrapte;.  IM;  on  Bauta 
■neadmMitt  t«  bill  fl>T  mMuolgonl  to  'Wuhln^taii,  Bt9 ; 
Id  Siiuta  ihi  ftdmlHlan  of  ■  itoDo^rmplieTf  Mtt ;  on  tba 
qipntlOBBMiit  bin,  W1 J  [I  Saute  on  tba  np«l  sf  tlm 
Jodlduy  ErtibltiliBHnt,  HO;  «<*.  IMS;  on  bill  foe 
SUta  OorennwDt  el  OUo,  SH;  on  blU  Itoi  nllaf  o 


■blldu 


1  bUl 


If  utanUntlOD  lam,  (N ;  OB  tha  Mil  lalattva 
loOUo  BUta  OoToiuuBt,  (M,  SM;  on  pawifla  of  bill 
nbtlra  to  Jadldair  Byatsm,  KB;  In  Bentta  an 
agreelag  to  npoit  on  HMnioilal  of  UnlCad  StaM^  Jndgai, 
SK;  In  BanaU  on  tha  raaolntliuia  ralatlva  W  Oa  ri^t 


ofttaUDltadBtaWatQtbafraa  niTl(atloB  at  tba  Wa- 
rf^p^  nS;  onnftnnoe  afnaotnllaB  calUiigferpaixn 
talatlTa  to  eeailcrn  oTLoolilua,  TOl;  on  going  tnta  Cdo- 
mtttaa  of  tha  Wbola  on  tht  itata  of  Aa  tJnlaa  nlatlTa 


tlTa  to  naTlgatloD  ol  _  _ 

pniT<TOflalaCniMBtataaJBdgaa,TSl;  oaraMdligu 
tho  nqiaettira  Blataa  jDitidlotlan  am  tht  Dlitrlct  of 
Colunbla,  HI;   on  bill   nlatlia   to   li 


Zui^  Iui(^  pttltlan  oi;  H 
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•  ■    IttUrMtiiig  ^.iiurta  giogrHyJifs. 

L 

THE  LIFE  OF  JOHN  RANDOLPft  OF  ROANOKR 

Bt  HU6FH  A.  GARLAND. 
Oonpltto  ID  1  roliuna  Sto.,  pp.  6BS,  iriUi  3  portruta.    |1  sa 


■THE  LIFE  OF  "WILLIAM  PESTKNEy, 

THE  REV.  WILLIAM  PINKHBY,  D.  D. 
One  Tiilams  8vo.,  pp.  407,  irith  fine  prrtnit  t3- 
■Mr.  MBknerUaniliiljiHiSDtthahlrtailctlituiii  o/ ttati  nniDti? :  hiTlii(flUad  KBa  ts; Importaiit  piMlttaM la  A« 
wusiilla  lad  irprMMiuUsn^  ind  pocsplad  Ml  Intanstliic  parted  of  b*r  blalory.  Bl>  (Ouneltr  liM  btm  mufewl,  tnth  M  tbi 
■Bbh»t  a[  ■dmlnUon  bj  bU  Mrnd^  ind  at  Hpenhm  ud  ip^cloa  br  hli  sdiiiiIb.  Thli  book  hdui  ftirth  to  dltod  IBIl 
Jutirr,  ud  mika  man  dor  what  n  'obTtcKul^rotoiuidailoadortCMiilJicIf  mSirtpnMnM.'  Tha  ^ilriL  of  thsbook  U 
osmmtDdabls,  uO  giTa  m  mnch  le  adiDln  Id  Iba  llfc  oToiH  ■  wbo  aAiimd  Iba  npiibUo  of  Wton^  ud  nhiHt*tod  llw  Tlitvv 
IbMbAmf  toU»™llgbUii«lAiiJ«rtoinolttxiiL"— COi***,  noMt 


in. 
LIFE  AND  MEMORIAI^  OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Bt  gen.  8.  P.  LYMAN. 
Tva  n«*t  Tolamt*  lAnifx,  v«Il  printed.    $1. 

■Tb«u  ikMeha  bin  bMo  n-witttn.  Ttaj  m  tttna  lb«  pen  of  Oen.  B.  P.  hjmta,  vbCM  gukoil  obuMttr,  i 
bk  intjiutt  nJatlaiu  wlUi  the  BudIIj  of  tbe'deceoed  Miteimw,  aiifllcUnllr  gnuiotM  tbalt  utheotltl^.  A  ana 
■edotumliitenpenediirbkbitacivftintaMr.  Vetaler^lBneTmuilD  tbemostcnpglBKllctat.  NoDicudMtn* 
^dtore  (fhliUtt  end  ehVMtalbB  li  bore  pRHntad.'—X  r.  roUrlw, 


rv. 
A  MEMOIR  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  WM  CROSWELL,  D.  D., 

BECTTOa  OF  THE  CHtlBCH  OF  THE  ADTENT,  BOSTON,  UASSAOHiraErna. 

Bt  Eb  Faibr. 

On«  bandMma  Tolume  Sro.,  pp.  fiSS,  portrut    ti. 

-Tbli  wnliWblohtaeampsiedprindpellrof  tbewriltiw  of  tb*  B*T.  Hr.  OnaweD  hfnueU;  b«  bean  eon^ed  bj  Ui 

Ikther  at  lb*  *gs  of  ttiraetoaf*  and  Im  faan.    A  memoir  pnaaoEad  under  tbaaa  dnnunatueii  to  Ibe  pnUIC^  ouoM  ftll  ta 

demand  udTsiil  attention.    Thk  vOl  be  anitalsed  bj  tbe  tDtrtnrfe  merlli  <f  tbe  wdA  llHlt  wUob  ai  a  meoid  dd  ObiMUa 

aipertmoe,  trial,  and  eontolWlon.  Ii  ■>»  of  th*  meet  bevitlfiil  menMCitli  of  tbe  Und  we  bare  erer  read.    llr.  Croavell 

taimi  to  hare  been  a  man  of  qolok  bDer  and  elegant  leamlng.    Te  And  (cattered  tbm^  bla  UemDli  a  nnmbei  of  KnealU 

peemt  on  Tarloiu  nfejeela,  but  prtnelcell;  reUgloaa,'  wbleli  diiplaf  botb  taete  md  lalant    Bat  tlia  aloiiera  and  fkmel  ptat; 

PIwnQt  on  vimj  page  tt  Ibe  Tolnma,  moat  idn  be  eonaldarad  aa  lla  eblif  obarm,  and  IM  bighwt  reoamnuDdallOB  ta  tba 

aaa  of  raadan  to  vbcan  Um  woA  •VeoUllf  tddMHi  Itulf-Awtk  UL  SohMa 
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